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General Manager’s Comments 
Walter V. Truitt, Jr. 

This is the time of the year when we try 
to keep up with those New Year’s resolu¬ 
tions. I’d like to extend my best wishes to all 
our members for a happy and prosperous 
1986. It’s also the time of year when we 
look ahead to see where we’re going, and a 
look back might be in order too. 

Back in the late 1930’s, only a handful of 
farm families in Southeastern Illinois were 
enjoying central station electricity. The 
others were using kerosene lamps in the 
house, often carrying them from one room 
to another. When a farmer went into his 
barn in the dark to milk his cows or do other 
farm chores, he carried a lantern with him, 
hanging it on a nail driven into a convenient 
post. 

There was no refrigeration for the average 
farm home. Most homemakers, lacking elec¬ 
tricity, had to cool their milk, cream or 
butter in a well or a basement and the chil¬ 
dren studied their textbooks by the dim, 
flickering light of the lamp. Flatirons, used 
to iron clothes, were heated on the coal or 
wood-burning range. Electric companies 
wouldn’t serve rural areas because there just 
weren’t enough people to make it profitable. 

Today, that has all changed, and most of 
us are happy that the “good old days” are a 
thing of the past. Now, what we’re working 
on is to keep your rates as low as we can, 
consistent with sound business practices. 

A short look into the future tells us that, 
if things go the way they have been going, it 
will not be necessary to raise your rates in 
1986. Our staff has worked many long hours 
during the last two months, striving to keep 

costs down without cutting back on the 
maintenance necessary to keep our electric 
plant in good condition. We hope this helps 
to put some of the “prosperous” we’ve 
wished for you into your new year. 

This is part of the “co-op difference.” 
There really is a difference between cooper¬ 
atives and investor-owned utilities (lOU’s), 
and it’s important to make the distinction 
between the terms we use. The IOU provides 
electricity to its customers, and its primary 
goal is to make a profit, which is returned to 
stockholders. 

Those of us working in rural electric 
cooperatives seldom refer to you as a custo¬ 
mer. While we have a business relationship 
with you, our business is conducted ever 
mindful of the fact that you own it, as a 
member. Members join together to provide 
electric service to themselves that would 
be unprofitable if provided by any other 
means. Any return or savings are remitted 
to members as capital credits in proportion 
to the use each member makes of the coop¬ 
erative. 

When we refer to you as a member, it 
is not a contrivance. The word “member” 
has real meaning. You are more than a 
customer, and have part ownership in a 
democratically controlled business. 

Again, best wishes for a happy and pros¬ 
perous new year and thank you for being 
our member! 
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New dispatch board will 
SEIEC has just installed a new 

dispatch board, and we have a new 
dispatcher, too. Ruby Patrick, our 
dispatcher, replaces Bob Kielhorn, 
who was promoted to maintenance 
superintendent, taking the place of 
George Leeke, who retired after 36 
years with SEIEC. Ruby, who has 
been a cooperative employee since 
taking a part-time job while in high 
school, was moved up from stores 
clerk. 

The new board is a non-glare tan, 
replacing the dark green one that was 
in service, and is much less cluttered, 
largely because the lines and pins are 
much smaller than the ones on the old 
board were. “That’s an advantage,” 
says Bill Lands, who also does some 
dispatching, “but it’s a bit of a disad¬ 
vantage, too, because I can’t see all of 
them while I’m sitting at my desk. All 
in all though, the new board’s a big 
plus.” 

Virtually every piece of equipment 

Ruby Patrick 

that is involved in getting electricity 
out to our members is represented on 
the board, from the substations down 
to the smallest oil curcuit recloser or 
fuse. Each conductor — or wire— is 
also represented. 

“This enables us to find out quickly 
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At far left. Bill Lands stands at the 
new dispatch board, which displays 
every piece of equipment on our 
system, including the single-phase and 
multi-phase lines. In the near left 
photo. Bill places a "counter" to show 
the location of a work crew, just out¬ 
side the town of Pittsburg. The large 
black button represents the substa¬ 
tion in the area, while the colored 
tapes leading from it are the distribu¬ 
tion lines. 

'track' outages 
what the problem is if we get a lot 
of phone calls at once,” Ruby says, 
adding, ‘‘if there’s a fairly good-sized 
outage and all the phone calls start 
coming from an area north of a piece 
of equipment, for example, we start 
by assuming that particular compon¬ 
ent is out, and we dispatch a crew to 
see what the problem is and correct it 
quickly. While the board looks very 
complicated, it’s really very simple 
once you understand what each com¬ 
ponent is supposed to do, and we can 
do a fair amount of troubleshooting 
from here.” 

This brings up another point that 
many members do not understand, she 
says. “Since we can solve a lot of prob¬ 
lems just by knowing where the calls 
are coming from, and maybe with 
some help from the callers,” she 
emphasizes, “we absolutely do not 
think of a call as a bother. Naturally, 
when a lot of people are all trying to 
call us at once, many of them will get 
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a busy signal. We hope you’ll keep try¬ 
ing ’til you get through, though, 
because each call we get is about like 
fitting another piece in a jigsaw 
puzzle.” 

There are many reasons for local 
outages. Occasionally, a bird or 
squirrel will get into the equipment 
and short it out, or perhaps a tree or 
limb will fall through a line. Once in a 
while, a car takes out a pole and puts a 
lot of members out of service. Many 
times our members will not be able to 
help us by telling us what is wrong, 
but sometimes they can. If a tree is in 
lines, or a pole is broken off, we hope 
our members will tell us. That way, we 
can send a new pole out with the 
repair crew, instead of waiting for 
them to get to the accident site, and 
have to return for one. 

But the calls, no matter what they 
tell us, all help. SEIEC only has five 

telephone lines, and that is adequate 
to take care of the normal day-to-day 

business we transact, with a slim 
margin. In the event of even a minor 
outage, though, they get swamped 
quickly. Since more lines — enough to 
do any good anyway — would cost a 
lot of money and tie up several people, 
we do not have enough to handle all 
the calls that result from a major out¬ 
age, and neither does any other utility. 
Most of the time they’d just sit idle. 

“While we can’t take outage calls as 
fast as they come in,” Ruby notes, 
“we need to know who has lost power, 
who still has it, and who may have lost 
it and then got it back again. I hope 
every member who calls in during an 
outage will call until they reach us. 
Troubleshooting on the board — by 
telephone — is often quicker, and 
almost always less expensive, than 
having crews driving along the lines 
looking for faults.” 

The board includes all the conduc¬ 
tors, and many of those are in multi¬ 
phase lines, meaning that there are, 
usually, three separate lines, or phases, 
going down a roadside. Each line, or 
“phase,” carries a separate load and 
each phase of a three-phase line is 
balanced, so they all serve about the 
same number of members. So, while a 
line goes down a road, the same phase 
does not necessarily serve neighbors. 
“That’s one of the main reasons a 
home may have electricity while those 
on either side are without,” Ruby 
says, adding, “When that happens, the 
calls enable us to pinpoint exactly 
which phase is out and which are still 
okay. It’s a big help.” 

The new board, with its minimum 
of clutter and confusion, will be as 
helpful as our callers help make it. We 
hope we don’t have to rely on it too 
heavily, too soon. We like to be pre¬ 
pared for outages, but we hope we 
don’t have any. 

12c 



Three youths from the Future Farmers of America were in the SEIEC offices recently, seeking a donation to keep FFA 
activities going, and Connie Nudo, left, computer programmer, made the presentation. From left are Connie, Mark Colbert, 
Todd Mayberry and Kerry Sutton. 

Employees honored at 
Christmas banquet 

SEIEC employees, retirees and 
board members had their annual 
Christmas banquet, and raised more 
than $600 for the St. Jude’s Children’s 
Hospital in Memphis, Tennessee. The 
banquet, held Dec. 14 at the Gateway 
Inn in Muddy, was a combination 
awards banquet, Christmas fete and 
charity auction. 

Dennis Wilson, a member of SEIEC 
and a professional auctioneer, donated 
his efforts to help make the fundraiser 
a success, and employees and the 
cooperative came up with auction 
items. Auctioned off were several arts 
and crafts gifts, some serious items, 
and many whimsical items, including 
an “electric hammer,” which was 

merely a hammer with an electric cord 
fitted to the handle. 

A new feature this year was the 
presentation of service awards, usually 
given out at the annual meeting. 
Catherine Dallas, Bob Brown, David 
Stilley and Mickey Cummins all 
received 20-year pins, while 15-year 
pins went to Freda Munds, Lois 

Rogers and Bonnie Phillips. Carrie 
Foster and Mary Ann Brogan received 
10-year pins. 

Some 120 employees, spouses, 
retired employees and directors helped 
make the event a success. 

If your power goes off, we offer these 
suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service entrance panels. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main 
breaker just beneath the meter. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check all wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears all right, retrip the breaker to the “ON” 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other 
emergency, please phone 618-27 3-2611 from 
Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call the 
home of your area serviceman listed on the map 
at left and report power failures and emergencies 
only. 

5. If your serviceman’s home phone number 
does not answer or is busy, please call 618-273- 
2611. This number is monitored around the clock 
to accept your emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the 
name and location number as listed on your 
billing envelope and other information requested. 
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Most of us don’t give a thought to spend¬ 
ing a dollar for a couple of cans of Coke. Do 
you know that for the same dollar, you can 
buy the energy to run a 1,500-watt portable 
heater for a comfort center for 12 hours? 

Your electricity dollar— 
many things it does for you 

Have you ever thought about what you are getting for 
each dollar that you spend for electricity? 

For just one dollar of electricity you can do any one of 
the following: 
Kitchen — For $1 you can: 

• wash 11 loads of dishes, or 
• brew 65 pots of coffee, or 
• use an electric frypan 15 hours, or 
• use a slow cooker for 56 hours, or 
• use a toaster 101 times, or 
• use a microwave oven 30 minutes a day for 16 days, 

or 
• use an element on the range 30 minutes a day for 12 

days, or 
• use the oven for two hours, or 
• clean your “self-cleaning” oven almost two times 

Food preservation — For $1 you can: 
• cool an upright freezer for 38 hours, or 
• cool a chest freezer for 7 5 hours, or 
• cool a frostfree refrigerator for 40 hours 

Laundry — For $1 you can: 
• dry four loads of clothes, or 
• wash 44 loads of clothes 

General household — For $1 you can: 
• use a 75-watt bulb for five hours a night for one 

month, or 
• run an electric clock for eight months, or 

• heat 50 gallons of water 
Heating — For $1 you can: 

• use an electric blanket for 19 nights, or 
• use a heat lamp for 44 hours, or 
• use a 1,500-watt portable heater for 12 hours, or 
• use a water bed heater for 56 hours 

Health and beauty — For $1 you can: 
• use a blowdryer to fix your hair once a day for 86 

days, or 
• use a curling iron, heating pad, massager, shaver or 

electric toothbrush for over one year 
Entertainment — For $1 you can: 

• watch a color TV four hours a night for 11 nights, or 
• listen to the stereo three hours a day for 24 days 

Miscellaneous — For $1 you can: 
• run a one horsepower motor for 11 hours, or 
• run a sump pump for 14 hours, or 
• use an engine block heater for six hours 
Is the price worth the convenience? We think it is. What 

else can make your work as easy and do it as cleanly and 
efficiently as electricity? 

Only you and your family can decide if the convenience 
is worth it to you. Remember though, you are saying “yes” 
everytime you buy an electric appliance or flip a switch. 

Information based on IFEC (Illinois Farm Electrification 
Council) Fact Sheet Number 5 (Home appliances — Control 
your costs) and electricity at 9 cents per kilowatt-hour. 
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Bob Yocum, left, and his crew are shown in front of their truck, which they backed into a tight spot to change out a pole 
and transformer. Roger Lane is in the center, and Tom Taylor is on the right. 

Rough country adds zest to line 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Coop¬ 

erative covers many square miles in all 
or parts of ten counties. While many 
people think of Illinois as a “flat” 
state, covered with corn and soybean 
fields, we know better. Much of 
Southern Illinois has some contour to 
it, and that’s especially true of our 
area, where the ground may be steep 
and the plant life abundant and inter¬ 
twined. Dense vegetation and “ups and 
downs” have a very real bearing on the 
quality — and cost — of your electric 
service. 

Our work crews know that you 
want good service at an affordable 
price and they work hard to meet 
those goals, even though they are 
sometimes mutually contradictory. 

Bob Yocum’s crew is a case in 
point. Bob, Roger Lane and Tom Tay¬ 
lor make up the crew, and they work 
in some of the most difficult parts of 
our territory. 

We went looking for them one day 
last month and almost missed them 
because the country they were work¬ 
ing in was so hilly and overgrown. 

“We needed to change out some 
bad poles,” Bob says, “and the line 
went up and over a big hill near 
Brownfield. We worked our way up 
the hill as far as we could get the truck 
to go, then we followed a little dirt 
road up to the top and started down. 
The ground was muddy and the steep¬ 
ness gave us some trouble, but we got 
to where we had to be. The weather 
was great, and that helped.” 

To change out one pole and trans¬ 
former, the crew had to take out a 
gate post (after getting permission, of 
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ew's work 
course), back through the gate and 
down the hill, avoiding several trees in 
the process. Once the truck was in 
position, most of the really hard work 
was done, except for getting it back 
out. 

After changing out the pole and 
transformer, they replaced the gate 
post and got on with the job of keep¬ 
ing the electricity going — even into 
the remotest little hollow in the 
county, if necessary. 
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At left above the roughness of the country can be seen — note the cut in the 
trees behind the truck. At top, Roger Lane, left, and Tom Taylor ready the new 
transformer. Center photo, Taylor and Yocum return to the truck after a short 
break. Bottom, note the hills and dense forest cover. 
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Larry Whorton is one of SEI EC's newest employees, having 
been hired Oct. 21, 1985 as a lineman. Larry attended 
school in Oran, Missouri, took welding classes and attended 
the IBEW Local 702 apprentice lineman's school near 
West Frankfort. He has worked in line construction for 12 
years. His wife, Jan, and their two children are living 
in Cape Girardeau, Missouri until they can find living 
accommodations. Larry is currently living in Elizabeth¬ 
town. 

This is the new SEIEC Golconda district office and ware¬ 
house, which will replace the smaller building that we've 
outgrown. We plan to remodel the building extensively, 
including filling in much of the window space to make the 
structure more energy-efficient. With new interest in 
Golconda brought about by the new marina going in there, 
we expect to be doing a lot of work in that area. 

SOUTHERN ILLINOIS 
FARM MATERIALS HANDLING SHOW 

The latest in automation, mechanization and 
energy-saving on the farm. Free admission. 

March 4-5 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
March 6 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Free seminars and special events 
• Seminars on economic survival for 

farmers at 7 p.m. Tuesday and 
Wednesday. 

• Tuesday is High School Day. 
• Free farmer seminars all week. 

Rend Lake College 
Near Mount Vernon, just off 1-57 

If your power goes off, we offer these 
suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service entrance panels. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main 
breaker just beneath the meter. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check all wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears all right, retrip the breaker to the “ON” 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other 
emergency, please phone 618-27 3-2611 from 
Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call the 
home of your area serviceman listed on the map 
at left and report power failures and emergencies 
only. 

5. If your serviceman’s home phone number 
does not answer or is busy, please call 618-273- 
2611. This number is monitored around the clock 
to accept your emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the 
name and location number as listed on your 
billing envelope and other information requested. 
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It's tornado season in Illinois 
Tornadoes strike Illinois during all 

months. In an average year, nine tor¬ 
nadoes will strike Illinois. Statistics 
from previous years indicate most of 
these will hit between March and 
June; however, the week of April 
15-21 is the prime week for their 
occurrence. Strangely enough, the 
week prior to this has the lowest 
frequency of these types of storms 
than any week during the months of 
March through June. Illinois is eighth 
among states in number of tornadoes 
per year. Due to our population con¬ 
centration, we rank first in the number 
of deaths and second in total damages. 

Twisters may hit any part of the 
state, but an area of tornado high 
occurence, described by some as a 
“tornado alley,” exists from Missouri 
and sweeps northeast through the 
state. 

Tornadoes are known in many 
shapes from the funnel-shaped tornado 
of Wizard of Oz fame, to some who 
resemble ropes which dance and 
flutter. Others are seen moving in the 
clouds, and not at ground level. These 
may be creating havoc on the ground, 
but simply not picking up visible 
debris. The Great Tri-State Tornado 
of 1925 looked like a dark, menacing 
thunderstorm until it hit; the only 
warning being a loud “whoosh.” 

There are three types of tornadoes, 
according to the Atmospheric Sciences 
Section of the Illinois Water Survey. 
Small tornadoes with diameters of tens 
of yards and ground paths of one to 
two miles. This type appear as “danc- 
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ing ropes.” Medium-sized tornadoes 
with diameters of 100 to 300 yards 
and a path of five to 15 miles will 
often appear as the traditional funnel 
and are potentially quite destructive. 
Large tornadoes with diameters of 
one-half to one and one-half miles and 
a path of up to 150 miles have funnels 
so large that they are seldom identifi¬ 
able as a funnel. They account for 
only 1 percent of all tornadoes, but 
cause 20 percent of all damage in the 
U.S. Most tornadoes are connected 
to the southwest corner of a thunder¬ 
storm cloud which is usually moving 
from southwest to northeast and 
because of this, a thunderstorm may 
have moved to the north of a site 
before its twister strikes. 

Predicting the time of occurrence 
by past performance, it seems that 
40 percent of all tornadoes in Illinois 
occur from 3-6 p.m. and 70 percent 
occur from 2-8 p.m. According to 
these facts, 15-20 percent of tornadoes 
will strike during the dark of night. 

Tornado watch and tornado warn¬ 
ing are not the same thing: 

Tornado watch: Informs public 
that conditions are favorable and 
probabilities highest for this type of 
storm. 

Tornado warning: Tells us a tor¬ 
nado has been sighted and we should 
seek shelter. 

Where you are when a tornado 
warning is sounded determines what 
safety measures you may initiate. 
Some general guidelines provided by 
the U.S. Department of Commerce, 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, and the National 
Weather Service include: 

In homes: The basement offers the 
greatest safety. Seek shelter under 
sturdy furniture if possible. In homes 
without basements, take cover in the 
center part of the house on the lowest 
floor and in a small room or closet. 
Keep some windows open, but stay 
away from them. 

In mobile homes: Mobile homes are 
particularly vulnerable to destructive 
winds. Proper tie-downs to prevent 
overturning will minimize damage. 
There should be a designated com¬ 
munity shelter where mobile home 
residents can assemble during a warn¬ 
ing. If there is no such shelter, do not 
stay in a mobile home during a tor¬ 
nado warning. 

In open country: If there is no time 
to find suitable shelter, lie flat in the 
nearest depression such as a ditch or 
ravine. 

In office building: Go to an interior 
hallway on the lowest floor, or to the 
designated shelter area. 

If a warning occurs while you are 
shopping, seek shelter inside a solidly 
built building. Avoid buildings with a 
wide free-span roof. Do not attempt a 
mad dash to your parked car. 

During unsettled weather, do not 
call your weather bureau except to 
report a tornado sighting. Following 
a storm, beware of structural damage 
in buildings, electrical hazards and fire 
hazards such as gas or oil leaks and 
broken electrical wires. 
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People and diversity are 
Bill Hobbs is an implement dealer, 

the only one served by SEIEC, in fact. 
Hobbs and Son, Inc. is located on the 
east edge of Benton and is a John 
Deere dealership. As a business tied 
closely to the farm economy, the busi¬ 
ness is somewhat down. Like many 
farmers, it is not out. 

A family operation, the dealership is 
owned by Bill and his son Larry. Both 
of their wives are actively involved in 
the business. Bill’s wife, Lillian, helps 
in the parts department and Larry’s 

wife, Nancy, works in the office. Larry 
and Nancy have two sons who also 
work at the store during the summer. 
David is a second-year student at Rend 
Lake College and Danny is a senior in 
high school. Bill and Lillian’s daughter, 
Kathy, worked in the office until she 
married and moved to the Peoria area. 

Bill, who was born and raised a 
couple of miles from the business, has 
been actively involved in agriculture 
for 50 years, in such areas as the Area 
Soil Conservation Service, Franklin 

County Farm Bureau, and the farm 
equipment dealers association. He 
farmed and had a fertilizer application 
and lime-spreading business before 
going into the farm machinery dealer¬ 
ship 20 years ago. 

Aside from keeping the family 
closely involved in the business, Hobbs 
succeeds by trying new ideas, so that, 
in addition to the new and used equip¬ 
ment dealership, Hobbs and Son sells 
John Deere Consumer Products, a line 
of garden tractors, lawn care equip- 
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ment and small utility tractors. They 
also have T&C Farm Salvage, a parts 
salvage business that shares the dealer¬ 
ship location, and an expanding cattle 
feeding operation. 

“Diversification is a factor in our 

business,” he says, “but a greater part 
of success is people. We have dedicated 
employees and faithful customers who 
have supported us through the years. 
By sticking together with these loyal 
employees and customers we’ll be able 
to continue doing business.” 
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Clockwise from upper left: The Hobbs and Son dealership building. Bill 
Hobbs inside the store. Tractors lined up for sale. Equipment awaiting buyers. 



Standby generators 
are helpful, but 
must be used 
very carefully 

A portable generator or alternator, 
used at home as an emergency power 
supply source, can be a wonderful 
device in times of power loss. 

However, even this most useful 
device can cause serious problems if 
not used correctly. 

One of the most common miscon¬ 
ceptions about portable generators is 
that they can be plugged directly into 
a house’s circuitry and be used to 
substitute for the loss of power during 
an outage. Plugging such a power 
source directly into your home’s 
circuits can cause serious electrical 
problems, including burned out and 
badly overloaded circuits, creating a 
fire hazard. 

Portable power units are designed 
and rated to handle specific power 
loads, which should be carefully 
adhered to at all times. Trying to 
operate an entire household circuit 

system on a portable unit is asking for 
trouble. In addition, when power is 
fed into your household circuits from 
a portable unit it is also being fed into 
your outside lines, energizing other¬ 
wise “dead” lines during outages. Such 
action can lead to severe damage to 
the system, as well as create a serious 
safety hazard. 

Double-pole switches installed at 

the meter box can prevent power from 
a portable source from entering incom¬ 
ing lines, reducing the potential for 
serious problems. 

If you own such a unit or are 
planning on purchasing one, make 
sure you know the operating limits of 
the device. If you are not sure, always 
consult an expert. It is definitely 
better to be safe than sorry! 

If your power goes off, we offer these 
suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service entrance panels. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main 
breaker just beneath the meter. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check all wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears all right, retrip the breaker to the “ON” 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other 
emergency, please phone 618-27 3-2611 from 
Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call the 
home of your area serviceman listed on the map 
at left and report power failures and emergencies 
only. 

5. If your serviceman’s home phone number 
does not answer or is busy, please call 618-273- 
2611. This number is monitored around the clock 
to accept your emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the 
name and location number as listed on your 
billing envelope and other information requested. 
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Low-voltage current is deadly, too 
A lot of people who would not go within 50 feet of a 

high-voltage power line fearlessly play around with 120-volt 

household current without giving .a thought to whether it is 

dangerous or not. It is, and it can give a deadly shock. 

About 1,000 people are electrocuted every year in the 

United States, and here is how some of these accidents 

happen: 

• A do-it-yourselfer using a defective electric drill in 

the basement is electrocuted when he touches a metal laun¬ 

dry tub. 

• A woman, whose basement was flooded by heavy 

rains, wades through the water to reach her freezer. She is 

electrocuted when she touches the lid of a shorted electric 

freezer. 

• A child dies when he plugs one end of a detachable 

appliance cord into a wall socket and puts the other end in 

his mouth. 

• Two children die when a radio falls into the bathtub 

where they are taking a bath. 

Actually, it’s not the number of volts that causes shocks, 

but the amount of current (amperage) that enters the body, 

how long the shock lasts and the path which the current 

follows. 

Everyone knows that electricity and water are a danger¬ 
ous combination. But did you know that an electric appli¬ 
ance is still electrically alive even if the switch is off? If the 
plug is in, the power is on. So when you keep appliances near 
water, keep them unplugged. 

Public Service ad from Association of Home Appliance Manu¬ 
facturers and Underwriters Laboratories, Inc. 

KEEP AWAY 
FROM WATER. 

One milliampere (l/1000th of an amp) passing through 

the skin creates a tingling sensation. Only seven to 10 

milliamperes can rob you of muscle control so that you 

can’t let go. One hundred milliamperes (just 1/lOth of an 

amp) can kill if the shock lasts for one second or longer. 

Usually, the current passes in a hand and out of a foot, 

which may not be too bad. The real danger lies when the 

current passes in one arm, through the chest area and out 

the other arm. When this occurs, the current can paralyze 

the respiratory muscles, causing breathing to stop. 

Such paralysis may last even after the person is discon¬ 

nected from the electrical source. Too, the current can 

strike the heart, causing fibrillation, resulting in instant 

electrocution. The heart goes into unsynchronized flutter¬ 

ing, cutting off blood and oxygen circulation to body cells, 

including the brain. 

Because of the way electricity works, low voltages sur¬ 

prisingly can be more dangerous than high voltages. A 

heavier jolt can “clamp” the the heart and prevent fibrilla¬ 

tion. People have been known to recover from compara¬ 

tively large jolts of electricity while a smaller amount, 

under certain conditions, can kill. 
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Jiminy Crickets! Did you hear the 
fish story about the man who wanted 
to worm his way out of being a bar¬ 
ber? Ray Goodman, owner and opera¬ 
tor of Timberline Fisheries of Marion, 
is such a man. 

“It’s kind of hard to explain how I 
landed here,” he says, adding, “I’d 
been a barber for 13 years and was 
doing pretty good. In fact, I had four 
other barbers working for me. But that 
seemed so commonplace that I wasn’t 
really satisfied. I wanted to do some¬ 
thing different — unique.” 

About that time, he got an oppor¬ 
tunity to buy into a fee fishing busi¬ 
ness, and he jumped right in and got 
his feet wet. Not one to take a tenta¬ 
tive toedip into any venture, he soon 
bought out his other two partners. 

From there it was only a natural 
progression into growing pond-raised 
minnows for eager anglers. While 
there’s a lot of work involved in such 
an operation, Ray welcomed the chal¬ 
lenge. “I’ve been working at one thing 
or another ever since I was eight years 
old,” he says, “and I’ve always been 
ready to meet a challenge — to achieve 
some new accomplishment. It’s what 
makes me tick, I guess.” 

A sideline branch of the minnow 
operation — and Timberline may ship 
millions of the little rascals in a year — 
is an exotic fish business, involving 
goldfish and several freshwater tropical 
varieties. 

“We’ve gotten into other sidelines, 
too,” Ray notes, adding, “We need 
certain chemicals to help in the opera¬ 
tion, and I did a fair amount of study¬ 
ing at Southern Illinois University, 
both about the physical side of fish 
and about marketing, too. Anyway, I 
came up with some of my own chemi¬ 
cal formulations and I’m marketing 
them to other fisheries now. 

“There is getting to be a serious 
fish-farming trend now, where people 
are pond raising fish for food for the 
market, and our chemicals will help 
them.” 

From raising minnows, it’s just a 
short hop into the cricket business, 
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A fishy succ 
and Ray has made the transition. 
When you enter the main building at 
Timberline, which houses his office, 
you’ll immediately hear the noise that 
is the bane of summertime household¬ 
ers everywhere — the constant chirping 
of herds of crickets. “It’s music to my 
ears,” he laughs. 

His crickets are not the ugly black 
kind that infest this area. Instead, 
he has the ugly gray kind shipped 
up from Alabama in boxes of 1,000. 
Each box has several egg crate dividers 

installed to provide breathing room, 
and each is provided with several care¬ 
fully screened ventilation openings to 
enable the pesky little varmints to 
breathe. Timberline also markets a 
smaller cricket wicket, which holds 
only a hundred crickets, for those 
who don’t take their fishing seriously 
enough to need the large package. 
They also stock a full line of lures and 
other baits. 

No bait operation can really call 
itself a “complete” supplier if it can’t 
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s story 
supply worms, and Ray has millions 
of the little creepy-crawlers. “We get 
our night crawlers from Canada,” he 
says, “and they move real well. We 
keep them in storage at about 33 
degrees F, and our cooler will hold 
4.8 million of them. We count them 
out into containers in whatever quan¬ 
tities the buyer wants. You have to be 
flexible in this business, and we’ll do 
whatever it takes.” 

The worms, incidentally, 
counted out by hand. 
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One innovation Ray is working on 
is one he’s quite enthusiastic about. 
“We call it ‘Vend-A-Bait,’ and we’re 
using coin-operated vending machines 
a lot like the soft drink machines you 
see almost everywhere. We can put any 
kind of bait in them — even minnows 
— and fishermen can buy them any 
time, without having to worry about 
finding a shop open.” 

Since the company got into making 

tanks for its own minnows, it seemed 
to be only logical to make them for 
the market, too, and Timberline has a 
fairly complete line for bait shops and 
others who are interested in keeping 
fair numbers of fish in fine fettle. 

Timberline’s products are marketed 
regularly through more than 200 deal¬ 
ers over a 125-mile radius, and a com¬ 

pany truck makes a weekly run to the 
Gulf Coast, to supply fisherman there. 

But there’s more to keeping a busi¬ 
ness going than just bait, as impressive 
as Timberline’s setup is. “We’ve got to 
be diverse to keep our employees 
working all year,” Ray says, “so we’ve 
branched out. We buy feathers all 
down the Mississippi Flyway, and we 
cater to hunters, too. We have a service 
where we’ll clean and dress their 
ducks, geese and pheasants for them. 
And we’re a Joy Dog Food distributor 
for Southern Illinois, too. 

“While the routes don’t overlap, we 
can use our warehouse and loading 
dock to good advantage, and that 
enables us to keep busy the year 
’round. And that’s what a good busi¬ 
ness is all about.” 
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Clockwise from below: Worms are counted into containers by hand. Timberline 
is involved in making a line of tanks. The fishery ships worms by the case. A 
vending machine will soon offer a full line of baits. Ray Goodman enjoys a 
handful of worms. 
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Capital credit allocation for 1984 
The most economical method of 

notifying members of their capital 

credit allocation is to furnish them 

with a multiplication factor which, 

when applied to the total electric bill 

for the year of 1984, will determine 

the allocation for that period. Indi¬ 

vidual notices will be mailed to large 

commercial consumers who are not 

on self billing. 

Members who pay their bills under 

the self billing system may determine 

the amount of their capital credit 

allocation by multiplying the total 

amount paid for electric bills in 1984 

by a factor of .14686. This factor is 

to be used by Farm and Residential 

consumers whose bills are determined 

by Schedule “A” or “A-H.” 

For those paying accounts under 

the Small Commercial Schedule, a 

factor of .14397 should be used. 

If you are unable to determine your 

1984 allocation, the amount credited 

will be furnished on request. 

The bylaws of your cooperative 

provide that each member shall be 

notified of the amount of patronage 

capital credited to his account. Of the 

total allocation, approximately 47 per¬ 

cent is due to capital credit allocation 

received from the Southern Illinois 

Power Co-operative. 

A Capital Credit Plan is an arrange¬ 

ment under which: (1) A cooperative 

and its members expressly agree that 

any payment by any patron over the 

cost of serving him is capital furnished 

by the patron to the cooperative. (2) 

The cooperative credits such patraonge 

capital on its books to the patrons, 

and (3) such capital will be retired 

when, in the opinion of the Board of 

Trustees, such retirement will not 

impair the cooperative’s financial posi¬ 

tion. 

The Capital Credit Plan provides for 

service at cost, for paying off the REA 

and CFC loans, for acquiring complete 

local ownership of the cooperative sys¬ 

tem, for giving all patrons full credit 

for all payments in excess of cost, and 

for the eventual repayment to the 

patrons of all capital furnished by 

them. 

Capital credits are not necessarily 

available in the form of cash, but are 

represented largely by investments in 

poles, wire, transformers, and other 

equipment required to provide service. 

In general, no patronage capital can 

be retired until the cooperative has 

obtained enough capital to take care 

of all its needs. 

HEADS UP! 
Power lines 

may be overhead 

Coming in contact with overhead power 
lines can be a deadly mistake. Make sure 
you know the location and clearance of all 
power lines on your farm. Electricity is a 
helpful friend, but it's also a powerful one — 
use it wisely. 

If your power goes off, we offer these 
suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service entrance panels. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main 
breaker just beneath the meter. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check all wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears all right, retrip the breaker to the “ON” 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other 
emergency, please phone 618-273-2611 from 
Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call the 
home of your area serviceman listed on the map 
at left and report power failures and emergencies 
only. 

5. If your serviceman’s home phone number 
does not answer or is busy, please call 618-273- 
2611. This number is monitored around the clock 
to accept your emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the 
name and location number as listed on your 
billing envelope and other information requested. 
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The SOUTHEASTER 

Southeastern III. Electric Co-op 
Eldorado, III. 

General Manager’s Comments 
Walter V. Truitt, Jr. 

Occasionally Southeastern’s members 
express concern about receiving a “busy” 
signal when calling the office to report an 
outage. This can be a real frustrating exper¬ 
ience and some may imagine that the phone 
is off the hook or the line has somehow been 
placed in the “busy” signal mode. 

After trying to reach the office for some 
time, a person may get down-right angry. 
“I’m in need of help. I’m calling to report 
an outage and no one is helping me,” one 
may think. Why? 

Calls during non-office hours automat¬ 
ically go to a staff member’s home, which 
can handle only one line. When an extensive 
outage occurs, employees arrive at the office 
and can then take calls on four incoming 
lines. If a power line of 35 members or more 
is out, the phone lines may all be busy, as 
everyone at home attempts to contact the 
Cooperative. In this case, more phones may 
be ringing than we have personnel available, 
until more employees arrive at the office. 
The problem is compounded if a major line 
or substation that serves up to 1,500 people 
should experience a failure. 

Power outages are caused by many things 
— storms, cars hitting poles, or animals get¬ 
ting into the equipment, to just name a 
few. These types of events are beyond the 
control of your Cooperative, and when they 
happen, all we can do is repair the damage as 
quickly as possible and restore service to the 
affected area. Your Cooperative is con¬ 
stantly monitoring ways to improve service 
without increasing costs. 

If a busy signal is reached when calling to 

report an outage, please don’t give up, keep 
trying. Your Cooperative employees want to 
hear from you and you may have valuable 
information which will help them to restore 
service. Just knowing that your location is 
out of service can be an important aid in 
pinpointing where the trouble is originat¬ 
ing. Don’t assume a neighbor has already 
reported the problem unless you have 
checked it with them. If nobody notifies the 
office, your Cooperative employees will be 
unaware of the trouble. This could mean 
unnecessary delays in restoring service. 

Please remember that the Cooperative 
office is open from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Mon¬ 
day through Friday. Calls received after 4 
p.m. are transferred to the supervisor who 
has dispatch duty. He is able to handle only 

outage problems. You must contact the 
office during regular hours for service or 
billing problems. 

Your Cooperative employees don’t like to 
see you inconvenienced in any way, and 
when there is an outage, we do everything 
we can to restore your power in the safest 
and quickest manner possible. 
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Restaurant, cabins going in 
at Cave-In-Rock State Park 

River town looks forward 
to boost in tourism 
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Cave-In-Rock, the small Ohio River 

town with big ideas and ambitions to 

match, is about to get another tourism 

boost. The state park adjacent to 

the town will soon open eight cabins 

for overnight campers, supplementing 

the tent sites and RV spots that are 

already there, noted Mike Gullett, site 

superintendent. 

“This is a $545,363 investment in 

the park,” Gullett says, “and there will 

be four duplex units, and each cabin 

unit will have 550 square feet of floor 

space. They’ll be fully furnished and 
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will have maid service, satellite televi¬ 

sion, firewood, linens, stoves, refrigera¬ 

tors, barbecue grills, the works. They 

also have heating and air conditioning, 

bathrooms with showers, telephones 

and an adjacent parking space.” 

Mike, who has lived and worked in 

the park for 15 years, is excited about 

the new addition, and is even more 

excited about another part of the con¬ 

struction program. “There was a little 

food stand up here, not much more 

than a sheltered ice cream stand, but 

this will be a first-class restaurant, 

with indoor seating for about 60 

people and provisions for about 40 

people to eat outdoors.” 

Some of the old building, most 

notably a limestone fireplace, is being 

kept, he adds, and blended in with the 

new, to retain some of the charm of 

the place. The site was also selected 

for its charm, most of which is an 

unbelievable view of the Ohio River, 

which sweeps by only a few hundred 

yards away. 

Wilson, Hodge & Groh, the Mount 

Vernon architects who cooked up the 

plans for the area, were impressed with 

the view, too, and built generous decks 

on the cabins, so tenants could take 

full advantage of a vista that would be 

a shame to waste. 

“We don’t know how much we’re 

going to charge per night in the 

cabins,” Mike says, “but we expect it 

to be in the neighborhood of $50, 

which isn’t bad at all when you think 

of all that’s included. And, if demand 

warrants, we’re planning to add 

another four duplexes — eight units — 

in time for next summer’s season.” 

Meanwhile, the cabins now going in 

should be open in time for the July 4 

weekend, Mike says, and he expects to 

begin taking reservations early in June. 

He doesn’t know how much of the 

year the cabins will be open. “It 

depends on demand,” he says, “but 1 

know we’ll have them open through 

the second week in December for deer 

season. I imagine that’ll be booked up 

well in advance.” 

Mike says the new cabins and restau¬ 

rant should boost the park’s already 

respectable attendance figure, and add 

tourist dollars to the area’s economy. 

“We had more than 600,000 people 

come through the park last year,” he 

says. The main area attraction is an 

enormous cave just below the cabins, 

and a few hundred yards to the west. 

During the time when Americans 

migrating westward were rafting down 

the major rivers, the cave was said to 

have been the lair of several savage 

bands of river pirates. The cave is 

within easy walking distance of the 

cabins. 

For those who would like to visit 

the camp but are not particularly 

interested in a cabin, tent sites rent for 

$3 a day and trailer sites are $5. 

Money for the site improvements 

came from the state’s soft drink tax, 

Gullett says. 

At left is a view of a duplex and the river it overlooks. Above, SEIEC's Catherine 
Dallas and Mike Gullett look at restaurant and cabin plans. 
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Nominating 
As provided by the bylaws of 

Southeastern Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 

tive, Inc. a Nominating Committee was 

chosen April 22, 1986, consisting of 

the following Cooperative members: 

Gallatin County: Earl Ray Edwards 

Route 2, Omaha; Don Brockett, Route 

1, Omaha 

Hamilton County: Lanzel Edmonds, 

Route 5, McLeansboro; Carl Smith, 

Route 5, McLeansboro 

Hardin County: Catherine Hurford, 

Route 1 — Box 65, Rosiclare 

Williamson County: Gene Roper, 

Committee chosen 
Route 4, Marion 

Franklin County: Carroll Pearce, 

Route 1, Ewing 

Johnson County: Joseph C. White- 

head, Route 1, Tunnel Hill; John 

Rushing, Simpson 

Saline County: Joe Roberts, Route 2, 

Galatia; O. L. Berry, Route 4, Harris¬ 

burg 

The Committee will meet at the 

office of the Cooperative on Tuesday, 

June 10, 1986 at the hour of 10 a.m., 

for the purpose of nominating four (4) 

candidates for three-year terms as 

Trustees of Southeastern Illinois Elec¬ 

tric Cooperaive, Inc. Trustees whose 

terms are expiring include: David 

Ramsey, Route 2 — Box 122, Omaha 

(Gallatin County); Kenneth R. Webb, 

Route 1, Tunnel Hill (Johnson 

County). Victor Knight, Route 4, 

McLeansboro (Hamilton County); and 

W. B. Pulliam, Route 2, Galatia (Saline 

County) 

David Ramsey, Secretary 

Board of Trustees 

Tornado season 
When a tornado approaches, your 

immediate action can save your life! 

In homes, open some windows, but 

stay away from them, and take shelter 

in the basement or under heavy furni¬ 

ture in the center area of the house. 

In schools, move quickly, following 

advance plans, to shelter areas or to an 

interior hallway on the lowest floor. 

In office buildings, go to an interior 

hallway on the lowest floor or to a 

designated shelter area. 

In factories, move quickly, follow¬ 

ing advance plans, to shelter areas. 

Post a lookout, if this can be done 

without endangering anyone. 

In shopping centers, go to a desig¬ 

nated shelter area, not to your car. 

Mobile homes are particularly vul¬ 

nerable to overturning during strong 

winds and should be evacuated when 

strong winds are forecast. Damage can 

be minimized by securing trailers with 

cables anchored in concrete footings. 

If there is no shelter nearby, leave the 

trailer park for low, protected ground. 

Many trailer parks provide a building 

in which you may go for protection. 

In open country, move away from 

the tornado’s path at a right angle. If 

there is no time, lie flat in the nearest 

depression with your hands shielding 

your head. Be alert for flash floods. 

During a severe thunderstorm or 

tornado emergency, listen for radio 

and television broadcasts or latest 

National Weather Service bulletins. 

If your power goes off, we offer these 
suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service entrance panels. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main 
breaker just beneath the meter. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check all wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears ail right, retrip the breaker to the “ON” 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other 
emergency, please phone 618-273-2611 from 
Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call the 
home of your area serviceman listed on the map 
at left and report power failures and emergencies 
only. 

5. If your serviceman’s home phone number 
does not answer or is busy, please call 618-273- 
2611. This number is monitored around the clock 
to accept your emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the 
name and location number as listed on your 
billing envelope and other information requested. 
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the SOUTHEASTERN 
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Southeastern III. Electric Co-op 
Eldorado. III. 

General Manager’s Comments 
Walter V. Truitt, Jr. 

The board of trustees at Southeastern is 
faced with many important decisions per¬ 
taining to the operations of the Cooperative. 
I would like to discuss two of these with you 
at this time. 

For years your Cooperative has main¬ 
tained a record of reliable and continuous 
service; this has required, among other 
things, an extensive tree-trimming program. 
As in any business, all methods of doing a 
job must be considered. For years our 
method of tree trimming has been by shear¬ 
ing, a technique of rounding over trees in a 
manner so that all the remaining tree after 
shearing is of uniform height. This eliminates 
any chance of tree-wire disturbances; how¬ 
ever, its beneficial effects are short lived. 

After careful consideration by the staff 
and forestry personnel, especially Mark 
Evans, the board executive committee 
approved a new method of tree trimming. 
This new method , called “lateral trimming,” 
involves cutting interfering limbs back to an 
intersecting branch, or flush to the trunk of 
the tree in such a manner so that no stub 
remains. This practice maintains the natural 
growth habit of the tree, promotes rapid 
healing of the wounds, directs regrowth 
away from the lines, and reduces the number 
of new shoots following trimming. This prac¬ 
tice is recommended by the U.S. Forest 
Service. 

Another decision made by your board 
recently is the replacement of the flat roof 
on the Eldorado headquarters building. The 
existing flat roof has been on the main part 
of our building since 1953. Southern Illinois 

weather and flat roofs do not seem to be 
compatible. The flat roof has required 
numerous repairs in the past few years. This 
has been done both by roofing contractors 
and our own personnel. Last year after 
extensive repairs, even the patches on the 
patches were starting to wear out. Bids were 
received for replacing the existing flat roof 
after careful consideration and comparison 
alternatives and costs. The decision has been 
made to install a new steel-truss type roof on 
the headquarters. This should provide a 
maintenance-free system for many years. As 
a result of the new roof, we will gain some 
1,350 additional square feet of the much- 
needed office space. 

At the same time, the new roof is being 
installed, the existing windows are being 

replaced with smaller, more energy efficient 
windows. This expense will be recovered in a 
few short years by savings on heating and 
cooling costs. 

Your board is to be commended for mak¬ 
ing decisions which will be beneficial for 
years to come. We apologize for any incon¬ 
venience the work may cause members who 
visit the Eldorado office. 
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Art gift fetes 25 yean 
Southeastern Illinois College, which 

started a quarter-century ago as a small, 
disjointed educational institution in 
three widely scattered locations is now 
a thriving, going concern. Located pri¬ 
marily in a large, first-class structure 
east of Harrisburg and south of Eldor¬ 
ado, the college celebrated its 25 th 
anniversary last month with the unveil¬ 
ing of “Pegasus Portal,” a 14-foot steel 
sculpture donated by an anonymous 
area resident. 

A secondary campus is located at 
the Vienna Correctional Center, and 
there are adult education centers in 
Carmi, Norris City, Omaha, Eldorado, 
Harrisburg, Ridgway, Shawneetown, 
Cave-In-Rock, Rosiclare, Golcondaand 
Carrier Mills. 

From an enrollment of some 314 
students at the beginning, many of 
them transfer students and nursing 
students — in one of the first nursing 
programs in the state — SIC has blos¬ 
somed into a full-fledged community 
college with some 3,000 students 
tackling subject matter ranging from 

short order cooking to law enforce¬ 
ment to university transfer courses. A 
point of pride for SIC is that its suc¬ 
cessful math and chemistry students are 
welcome at virtually any university. 

The college has come a long way 
since its humble beginnings and if Dr. 
Harry W. Abell, president, has a say in 
the matter, it will continue to expand 
and adapt to meet the area’s needs 
into the next century. 

When SIC went into operation in 
academic year 1960-61, Abell says, it 
was a first step in filling a very real 
need — the need for a fairly small, rela¬ 
tively hometown school that would fill 
the gap between the local high school 
and the sometimes faraway state 
college or university. Such schools, 
while offering a full four-year curricu¬ 
lum, offered little else, were quite 
expensive and students often had to 
live away from home. Those who 
wanted a one-year certificate in a spe¬ 
cialized subject, or who felt that an 
associate degree would be enough, 
were pretty much out of luck. In an 

area that was even then economically 
depressed, a prospective student was 
faced with the choice of living away 
from home at a college or university or 
making do with a high school diploma. 

“One of the needs we set out to fill 
right away,” Abell says, “was the need 
for specialized training, such as nursing 
and welding — that could be taught in 
a year or two, and that were needed in 
the area we serve.” 

Much of the school’s curriculum 
still deals with subjects that are needed 
in the immediate area — auto mechan¬ 
ics , forest management, mine-related 
trades, secretarial skills and corrections 
work, to name a few. But a commun¬ 
ity college does more than just turn 
out technical people, as important as 
that job is. 

“Southeastern, like most other 
community colleges, is designed to be 
a ‘commuter college’,” Abell says, 
“where none of the students live on 
campus. The idea is that such schools 
are distributed over the state in such a 
way that they’re fairly easy to get to 
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r of vintage photos show SIC 
years. The top photo is of 

'ocationa!/technical building, 
lechanics and diesel mechan- 
vere taught. In the bottom 
old grade school in Muddy, 
e nursing and forestry pro- 

At right is “Pegasus Portal," a 14-foot 
sculpture given to the school by an anon¬ 
ymous donor in honor of the institution's 
25 years of service to the Southeastern 
Illinois area. 

)f service to area 
by car, so our students can take care 
of the first two years of a university 
education without the expense of 
living in a dorm or off-campus apart¬ 
ment.” 

There are more advantages than just 
cost, however. It is often easier for a 
new student to make the adjustment 
to college life at a community college. 
Instead of having to cope with living 
away from home and the college envi¬ 
ronment at the same time, the SIC 
student tackles only one problem, 
with the other being deferred a couple 
of years. 

“That’s important for a lot of peo¬ 
ple,” Abell notes, “and there are an 
awful lot of kids who get out of a high 
school that may have a few hundred 
students and go right into a college or 
university with several thousand, and 
perhaps they’re away from home for 
the first time, too. A lot of them run 
into real problems and drop out. 

“Then they’ll come here, where 
there are fewer people and it’s more 
like home. They get their grades back 

Above, Harry l/V. Abell, president of SIC, stands under the spectacular steel 
structure. 
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up, get some college experience and a 
new feeling of self-worth, and they’ll 
go back to the university and do very 
well. We’ve seen it happen many 
times.” 

Another unusual feature of com¬ 
munity colleges is that many of the 
students attend on a part-time basis. 

“When we began looking at expan¬ 
sion plans a while back,” Abell says, 
“we were trying to plan for the future 
but we didn’t know how to go about 
it. A college professor from Michigan 
had a book about community colleges 
and how they work, and he made 
some projections about future trends, 
so we used that as a basis for our long¬ 
term plans. 

“One thing he predicted was that 
there would be two and one-half times 
as many part-time students as full¬ 
time, and we didn’t believe it. We said, 
‘No way. Most of the people who 
come here will want to come in, study 
and leave.’ But he turned out to be 
awfully close. We have about twice as 
many enrolled part-time as there are in 
the full-time program.” 

Many of SIC’s students are involved 
in classes that do not necessarily lead 
to a career or degree. “Many are older 
people who never want to stop learn¬ 
ing — who realize that education is an 
ongoing process that doesn’t stop just 
because they’ve been handed a certifi¬ 
cate. We’re constantly working on our 

curriculum to meet that kind of educa¬ 
tional need, and to change and adapt 
to meet the needs of new businesses 
and industries that may be persuaded 
to locate here,” Abell says. 

And the college is active in persuad¬ 
ing companies to locate in south¬ 
eastern Illinois, working with existing 
businesses that hope to expand, or 
prospective businesses. “We’ll help 
them locate and apply for federal 
grants,” he notes, “and we’ll also set 
up tailored training programs to get 

their employees ready to do the 
work.” 

Cultural activities are also a staple 
at community colleges, and SIC works 
to remind area residents of their heri¬ 
tage through cultural fairs and craft 
exhibits that focus on the area’s varied 
past. 

It is a good idea to look backward 
occasionally to get bearings for the 
future — and at least another 25 years 
of helping Southeastern Illinois pros¬ 
per. 

Hosting the 25th anniversary celebration were, from left: Linda Owens, Mary 
Howton, Dana Keating, Sandi Morris, Lowden Pankey, Nancy Ammon and 
Melba Patton. 

If your power goes off, we offer these 
suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service entrance panels. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main 
breaker just beneath the meter. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check all wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears all right, retrip the breaker to the “ON” 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other 
emergency, please phone 618-27 3-2611 from 
Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call the 
home of your area serviceman listed on the map 
at left and report power failures and emergencies 
only. 

5. If your serviceman’s home phone number 
does not answer or is busy, please call 618-273- 
2611. This number is monitored around the clock 
to accept your emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the 
name and location number as listed on your 
billing envelope and other information requested. 
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General Manager’s Comments 
Walter V. Truitt, Jr. 

Your Board of Trustees joins me in 
extending to all members of Southeastern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative a heartfelt 
invitation to attend the 1986 Annual 
Meeting of Members. Your annual 
meeting this year is scheduled for 
Tuesday, August 5, at Southeastern Illinois 
College Registration opens at 6 p.m. with 
the business portion of the meeting get¬ 
ting under way at 7 p.m. 

Your electric cooperative had a good 
year in 1985 with solid financial results 
and stable electric rates for members. 
How your cooperative achieved that 
enviable record will be among the 
subjects to be discussed in reports by 
cooperative officers. Although those 
reports are an important part of the 
annual meeting, the most important 
action to be taken by the membership will 
be the election of four trustees for three- 
year terms on the cooperative’s governing 
board. 

A second important decision facing 
members of Southeastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative this year is a vote on a bylaw 
amendment proposed by the Board of 
Trustees. You may recall that, at the 1985 
Annual Meeting, a resolution was 
adopted calling for a review of the 
cooperative’s service area membership 
“and that trustees be allocated to the 
various counties on the basis of that 
membership count with no county to 
have less than one trustee.” 

Your Board of Trustees has held two 
special meetings and devoted portions of 
at least six regular meetings to various 
approaches to implement that 1985 
resolution. Since the cooperative serves 
in portions of 12 counties, it would not 
be feasible to comply with the letter of the 
resolution, giving each county a 
minimum of one trustee seat. Another 
solution had to be found that would 
comply with the spirit of the resolution, 
giving all areas of the cooperative service 
area equitable representation on the 

cooperative’s governing board. 
On page 10b, with the official annual 

meeting notice, is the text of a bylaw 
amendment that will change trustee 
apportionment after January 1, 1987. 
That proposed amendment is the result 
of many hours of study by your board of 
trustees and countless hours of research 
by the cooperative staff. The proposal is 
similar in concept to bylaw amendments 
approved by many other Illinois electric 
cooperatives over the past decade that 
divide the cooperative service area into 
trustee districts that reasonably reflect the 
distribution of membership and services 
within the service area. If approved at the 
1986 Annual Meeting in August, 
thereafter your trustees will be elected 
from among 11 trustee districts. However, 
trustees will still be voted on by all 
members attending the annual meetings 
and trustees will still represent the best 
interests of all members, not just their 
local districts. 

It is the role of individual trustees of 
an electric cooperative not only to inter¬ 
pret local concerns to the Board of 
Trustees but also to represent the broader 
interests of the membership at large in 
their decision making. Remember that it 
is the Board of Trustees that sets the 
policies that govern the cooperative and 
sets the framework within which the 
cooperative staff operates. Your electric 
cooperative has been fortunate to have 
dedicated trustees who have represented 
the membership fairly. The proposed 
bylaw amendment, if approved at the 
annual meeting, will ensure that all 
members continue to be equitably 
represented. 

I urge you to study the official meeting 
notice and the accompanying map ana 
explanation and to call the Eldorado 
office (273-2611) if you have any questions 
or comments. And finally, I urge you to 
attend your annual meeting and vote. 
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Official notice of 1986 annual meeting 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN That the Annual Meet¬ 

ing of the Members of SOUTHEASTERN ILLINOIS 
ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC., will be held at the 
Southeastern Illinois College, Illinois Route 13, East of 
Harrisburg or South of Eldorado on College Drive, on 
August 5, 1986; that the period of registration for said 
Members will be from 6 P.M. until 7 P.M.; business meeting 
of said Members will convene at 7 P.M. for the purpose of 
taking action upon the reports of Officers, Trustees, and 
Committees of said Cooperative; for the election of Trust¬ 
ees for terms of three (3) years each, and for such matters 
as may be properly considered at such meeting. 

You are further notified that the number of Trustees 
to be elected at the 1986 Annual Meeting is four (4) and 
that one each is to be elected from Gallatin County, Hamil¬ 
ton County, Johnson County, and Saline County. 

REPORT OF NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
As provided by the bylaws of SOUTHEASTERN ILLI¬ 

NOIS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC., A Nomin¬ 
ating Committee, consisting of the following Cooperative 
Members: 

Earl Ray Edwards (Gallatin County) 
Don Brockett (Gallatin County) 
Lanzel Edmonds (Hamilton County) 
Carl Smith (Hamilton County) 
Catherine Hurford (Hardin County) 
Gene Roper (Williamson County) 
Carroll Pearce (Franklin County) 
Joseph C. Whitehead (Johnson County) 
John Rushing (Johnson County) 
Joe Roberts (Saline County) 
O. L. Berry (Saline County) 

met at the office of the Cooperative on June 10, 1986, at 
the hour of 10 A.M., for the purpose of nominating can¬ 
didates for Trustee of SOUTHEASTERN ILLINOIS ELEC¬ 
TRIC COOPERATIVE, INC., for the terms expiring. 

The undersigned presided as Secretary of the meeting. 
The following candidates were nominated: 
David Ramsey, Gallatin County, Route 2, Box 122, 
Omaha 

Kenneth R. Webb, Johnson County, Route 1, 
Tunnel Hill 

Victor Knight, Hamilton County, Route 5, 
McLeansboro 

W. B. Pulliam, Saline County, Route 2, 
Galatia 

DATED at Eldorado, Illinois this 10th day of June, 1986. 
(Signed) Catherine Hurford 

Secretary of the Meeting 

Attend your 

Annual Meeting 
August 5, 1986 

at 
Southeastern Illinois College 

Registration — 6-7 p.m. 

• Business meeting — 7 p.m. 
• Reports from manager and officers 
• Vote on bylaw amendment 
• Attendance prizes 
• $10 credit to members 

YOU ARE FURTHER NOTIFIED That the following 
Amendment of ARTICLE IV, SECTION 2 of the bylaws of 
the Cooperative will be presented to the Members for a vote 
to approve or disapprove: 

Amend the last paragraph of said Section 2 to read as 
follows: 

In order to assure equitable representation on the 
Board of Trustees, the territory served by the Coop¬ 
erative shall be divided into 11 Trustee Districts. Each 
District shall be represented by one Trustee and the 
Districts are described and numbered as follows: 
DISTRICT 1 - Twp. 5 S Rge. 1 E, Twp. 5 S Rge. 2 E, 
Twp. 6 S Rge. 1 E, Twp. 6 S Rge. 2 E, Twp. 7 S Rge. 1 
E, Twp. 7 S Rge. 2 E FRANKLIN COUNTY and Twp. 8 
S Rge. 2 E WILLIAMSON COUNTY and Twp. 4 S Rge. 
1 E, Twp. 4 S Rge. 2 E JEFFERSON COUNTY and 
Twp. 7 S Rge. 1 W PERRY COUNTY. 
DISTRICT 2 - Twp. 5 S Rge. 3 E, Twp. 5 S Rge. 4 E, 
Twp. 6 S Rge, 3 E, Twp. 6 S Rge. 4 E, Twp. 7 S Rge. 3 
E, Twp. 7 S Rge. 4 E FRANKLIN COUNTY and Twp. 4 
S Rge. 3 E, and Twp. 4 S Rge. 4 E JEFFERSON COUN¬ 
TY. 
DISTRICT 3 - Twp. 6 S Rge. 5 E, Twp. 6 S Rge. 6 E, 
Twp. 6 S Rge. 7 E, NVi Twp. 7 S Rge. 5 E, NVi Twp. 7 
S Rge. 6 E, NV2 Twp. 7 S Rge. 7 E HAMILTON COUN¬ 
TY and SVi Twp. 7 S Rge. 5 E, S^ Twp. 7 S Rge. 6 E, 
S1^ Twp. 7 S Rge. 7 E, Twp. 8 S Rge. 6 E SALINE 
COUNTY. 
DISTRICT 4 - Twp. 8 S Rge. 3 E, Twp. 8 S Rge. 4 E, 
Twp. 9 S Rge. 4 E WILLIAMSON COUNTY and Twp. 
8 S Rge. 5 E, Twp. 9 S Rge. 5 E SALINE COUNTY. 
DISTRICT 5 - WV2 of NVz Twp. 7 S Rge. 8 E WHITE 

(Continued on page Wd) 

YOUR LOCATION NUMBER 
Key to district map 

OFFICE HOURS 

Eldorado MONDAY thru FRIDAY 
8:00 a.m. 4:00 p.m. 

Roslclare 8:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
12:00 noon to 4:00 p.m. 
Monday thru Wednesday 

Golconda 8:30a.m.to11:30a.m. 
12:00 noon to 3:30 p.m. 

J. 
Route 21 
IL 62959 

READ 
MIN BILL 
LOCATION # 

5TH ACCT # 01009999 
$8.75 

28-9999 RATE A 

Each Thursday and Friday 

In an emergency your location number, 
printed on your billing envelope, is the 
key to the cooperative staff quickly 
locating your service when you need help. 
When you study the proposed bylaw 
amendment and the accompanying map 
of the proposed trustee districts, your 
location number will tell you in which 
trustee district you are located. 

The first two numbers identify the 
township in which your service is located 
and the second two numbers identify the 
range within the township. In the sample 
billing envelope reproduced here, the 
location Township 10 Range 3 (10-03) is 
part of District 6 on the map of trustee 
districts, the area around Creal Springs. 
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Official notice 
(Continued from page 10b) 

COUNTY and SVi Twp. 7 S Rge. 8 E, Twp. 7 S 
Rge. 9 E, SV4 Twp. 7 S Rge. 10E, Twp. 8 S Rge. 8 E, 
Twp. 8 S Rge. 9 E, Twp. 8 S Rge. 10 E, Twp. 8 S Rge. 
HE, Twp. 9 S Rge. 8 E, Twp. 9 S Rge. 9 E, Twp. 9 S 
Rge. 10 E, Twp. 9 S Rge. 11 E GALLATIN COUNTY 
and Twp. 8 S Rge. 7 E, Twp. 9 S Rge. 6 E, Twp. 9 S 
Rge. 7 E SALINE COUNTY. 
DISTRICT 6 - Twp. 9 S Rge. 2 E, Twp. 9 S Rge. 3 E, 
Twp. 10 S Rge. 2 E, Twp. 10 S Rge. 3 E WILLIAM¬ 
SON COUNTY. 
DISTRICT 7 - Twp. 10 S Rge. 4 E WILLIAMSON 
COUNTY and Twp. 11 S Rge. 4 E JOHNSON COUN¬ 
TY and Twp. 10 S Rge. 5 E, Twp. 10 S Rge. 6 E SA¬ 
LINE COUNTY and Twp. 11 S Rge. 5 E, Twp. 11 S 
Rge. 6 E, Twp. 12 S Rge. 5 E POPE COUNTY. 
DISTRICT 8 - Twp. 10 S Rge. 7 E SALINE COUNTY 
and Twp. 10 S Rge. 8 E, Twp. 10 S Rge. 9 E, Twp. 10 
S Rge. 10 E GALLATIN COUNTY and WVz Twp. 11 
S Rge. 7 E POPE COUNTY and EVz Twp. 11 S Rge. 7 
E, Twp. 11 S Rge. 8 E, Twp. 11 S Rge. 9 E, Twp. 11 S 
Rge. 10 E, Twp. 12 S Rge. 9 E, Twp. 12 S Rge. 10 
E HARDIN COUNTY. 
DISTRICT 9 - Twp. 11 S Rge. 2 E, Twp. 11 S Rge. 3 
E, Twp. 12 S Rge. 2 E, Twp. 12 S Rge. 3 E, Twp. 12 S 
Rge. 4 E JOHNSON COUNTY. 
DISTRICT 10 - Twp. 12 S Rge. 6 E, WVz Twp. 12 S 
Rge. 7 E, Twp. 13 S Rge. 7 E POPE COUNTY and EVi 

Twp. 12 S Rge. 7 E, Twp. 12 S Rge. 8 E, Twp. 13 S 
Rge. 8 E HARDIN COUNTY. 
DISTRICT 11 - Twp. 13 S Rge. 3 E, Twp. 13 S Rge. 4 
E JOHNSON COUNTY and Twp. 14 S Rge. 4 E and 
Twp. 14 S Rge. 5 E MASSAC COUNTY and Twp. 
13 S Rge. 5 E, Twp. 13 S Rge. 6 E, Twp. 14 S Rge. 5 
E, Twp. 14 S Rge. 6 E, Twp. 15 S Rge. 6 E POPE 
COUNTY. 
In addition to any other qualifications, a Trustee must, 

at the time of his/her election or appointment and there¬ 
after during his/her tenure be a bona fide resident in the 
Trustee District from which said Trustee is elected or 
appointed and be a member of the Cooperative in good 
standing and receiving service therefrom. 

Trustees shall be so nominated and elected that those 
from Trustee Districts 1, 6, and 10 shall be elected for three 
year terms at the 1987 annual members meeting; those 
from Trustee Districts 2, 7, 8, and 11 shall be elected for 
three year terms at the next succeeding annual members 
meeting; and those from Trustee Districts 3, 4, 5, and 9 
shall be elected for three year terms at the next succeeding 
annual members meeting, and so forth. 

The above provisions with respect to establishment of 
Trustee Districts and elections of Trustees shall apply to 
and govern all elections of Trustees, including appoinments 
to fill vacancies, on and after January 1, 1987. 

DATED at Eldorado, Illinois, this 15th day of July, 
1986. 

(Signed) David Ramsey, Secretary 
Board of Trustees 

Members attending meeting will receive 
certificate good for $10 credit on bill 

All members attending this year’s 
annual meeting will be presented with 
a certificate good for a credit of $10' 
that can be applied to the member’s 
electric energy assessment. 

Every registered member will 
receive a certificate and that certificate 
must be used within 60 days of the 
annual meeting date. 

It is hoped that this $10 certificate 
will help members offset their expense 
in attending their cooperative’s annual 
meeting. It is estimated that the cost 
to the cooperative for the certificates 
will be no greater than expenses 
incurred at previous meetings and that 
the full benefits will go to those 
members eligible to vote who take 

sufficient interest in their cooperative 
to attend the annual meeting. 

Besides the certificate, other prizes 
will be awarded during the meeting, 
including two grand prizes for lucky 
members who attend the meeting and 
are eligible to participate in the 
drawings. 

m// entire the aJcow account U a c\ 

aye of oCectuo vntnyy. 

(Must be used within 60 days 
after the cooperative annual meeting) 
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Directors reelected to the SE/EC board are pictured with Walter Truitt, manager, left. Pictured are Truitt, W. B. Pulliam of 

Galatia, Victor Knight of McLeansboro, David Ramsey of Omaha and Kenneth R. Webb of Tunnel Hill. 

Pulliam, Knight, Ramsey, Webb 
reelected at annual meeting 

Four area men were reelected to 

the board of directors of Southeastern 

Illinois Electric Cooperative at the 

member-owned utility’s 48th annual 

meeting Tuesday, August 5, at South¬ 

eastern Illinois College (SIC) near 

Harrisburg. Reelected were Victor 

Knight of McLeansboro, W. B. Pulliam 

of Galatia, David Ramsey of Omaha 

and Kenneth R. Webb of Tunnel Hill. 

Knight, Pulliam and Ramsey ran unop¬ 

posed, while Webb defeated Emmett 

Cockrum of Creal Springs by a margin 

of 593 to 150. 

Members also voted overwhelmingly 

to accept a board-proposed redistrict¬ 

ing proposal to ensure more equitable 

representation on the board. A redis¬ 

tricting proposal offered by Ron 

Doerge of Lake of Egypt was defeated, 

as was his proposal to alternate annual 

meetings between locations in Saline 

and Williamson counties. 

In his address to the members, 

Walter Truitt, manager, told some 

2,500 members and guests that much 

of the news he had for them was 

bright. “You may have read of the 

troubles some cooperatives are having,” 

he said, “and you may know of the 

present Administration’s continuing 

efforts to dismantle the rural electrifi¬ 

cation program. Acid rain may become 

a problem soon, too,” he said. 

“The bright side of the news,” 

'Pruitt continued, “is that we’ve been 

able to forestall a lot of adverse 

legislation and keep the Rural Electri¬ 

fication Administration. We’ve been 

able to streamline our operation and 

stabilize rates. Our last increase was in 

October 1983, and that’s nearly three 

years. These days when you can keep 

your prices steady for three years, 

that’s not bad.” He drew a round of 

hearty applause by adding, “Barring 

storms or tornadoes, we’re going to try 

for four years without a rate increase.” 

Reporting on the cooperative’s 

renovation of the headquarters build¬ 

ing in Eldorado, Truitt noted that it is 

not a major construction program, 

“Even though it may look like one,” 

he said. 

“We couldn’t keep the old flat roof 

from leaking, no matter what we did,” 

he reported, “and it has been a prob- 
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Many 

Kenneth Webb 

lem for many years, so we decided to 
replace it with a new hip roof. It was 
just one of those ‘must do’ projects, 
and it’ll gain us 1,100 square feet of 
badly needed office space, too.” 

Pulliam, board president, in his 
written address, echoed Truitt’s “no 
rate increase” promise, saying, “The 
financial future of your cooperative is 
good. Your rates are among the lowest 
in the state of Illinois. We do not 
anticipate any rate increase in the near 
future. 

12b 

people at 48th \ 

Walter V. Truitt 

“We put a lot of effort into main¬ 
tenance,” he said, “and this year we 
installed approximately 1,242 new 
poles, strung 365,924 feet of wire, 
purchased 390 new transformers, 
installed 53 3 security lights and 
worked on 1,033 construction and 
retirement jobs. Good maintenance 
work makes for short outages, though, 
when you do have storms.” 

Ramsey, secretary-treasurer, noted 
that the ‘cooperative’s 1985 operating 
revenue and patronage capital total 

h 
David Ramsey 

was $25,983,452, an increase of 
$896,051 over 1984. The coopera¬ 
tive’s total operating expenses were 
just over $25 million, a $1.7 million 
increase over 1984. Of that total, 
$18.8 million, or 68.5 percent, was 
used for purchased power. South¬ 
eastern paid out $290,064 in taxes, or 
$27,425 more than in 1984, he said. 

Entertainment was provided by 
“Company,” a music group from 
Carmi, and Leland Glazebrook, a 
country humorist from Sullivan. 
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Other members of Southeastern’s 

board of directors are W. S. Richardson 

of Ewing, Robert Tiberend of Benton, 

Bill Cadle of Marion, Gary W. Hise of 

Golconda, Neil Soward of Rosiclare, 

Kenneth G. Rich of Shawneetown and 

Jack Wise of Harrisburg. 

Southeastern serves about 18,000 

members along more than 3,000 miles 

of line in Saline, Williamson, Franklin, 

Johnson, Massac, Gallatin, Hamilton, 

Pope and White counties. 

August 1986 

Even with the targe turnout, registration went smoothly. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Hamp of Herod won a microwave oven and L/oyd Williams of Omaha, not pictured, won the color 
television. At right, drawing the names. 

Entertainment was provided by "Company," a Carmi group. 

If your power goes off, we offer these 
suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service entrance panels. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main 
breaker just beneath the meter. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check all wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears all right, retrip the breaker to the “ON” 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other 
emergency, please phone 618-27 3-2611 from 
Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call the 
home of your area serviceman listed on the map 
at left and report power failures and emergencies 
only. 

5. If your serviceman’s home phone number 
does not answer or is busy, please call 618-273- 
2611. This number is monitored around the clock 
to accept your emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the 
name and location number as listed on your 
billing envelope and other information requested. 
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General Manager’s Comments 
Walter V. Truitt, Jr. 

The board of trustees joins me in thank¬ 
ing those members who took time from their 
busy schedules to attend the 1986 annual 
members meeting. It was a spirited meeting 
with frank and open discussions which can 
only strengthen the cooperative and its 
relationship with its members. 

Several questions were raised during those 
discussions on material distributed prior to 
the meeting that deserve further explanation 
or correction. 

There was considerable discussion over 
the two bylaw amendments presented to the 
membership and the fact that the nominat¬ 
ing committee nominated candidates based 
on the bylaws that existed prior to the date 
of the annual meeting. The bylaws of an 
electric cooperative cannot be amended 
retroactively. The nominating committee 
was bound to perform its duties under the 
bylaw provisions governing nominations for 
the representatives on the board of trustees 
as the bylaws existed when they met. There¬ 
fore, trustee candidates were nominated 
without regard to the distribution of mem¬ 
bership as determined in the census of 
January 1, 1986. 

As you recall, the bylaw amendment 
recommended by the board of trustees 
changing the basis of representation from a 
county basis to a precisely defined trustee 
district basis was approved overwhelmingly 
by the membership attending this year’s 
annual meeting. That bylaw amendment is 
now in effect and when the nominating 
committee meets to nominate trustees for 
1987, the nominating committee will be 
bound to nominate candidates from the dis¬ 
tricts as defined in the amendment. All 
members will be receiving a copy of the 
revised bylaws with their next billing sup¬ 
plies. 

As explained in the cooperative bylaws, 
members of the board of trustees receive no 
compensation for their services. All coopera¬ 
tives in Illinois pay a per diem fee to mem¬ 
bers of their board of trustees to offset the 
cost of hiring someone to fill in for them 
while they are away from their home, farm 
or business attending to cooperative affairs. 
Cooperatives also pay trustees a per diem 
when they are required to attend meetings 
of other organizations or attend educational 
seminars and meetings. In addition to their 
basic per diem, trustees are reimbursed for 
direct out-of-pocket expenses. In no event 
are expenses paid to reimburse a trustee for 
any expenses incurred by his spouse while 
attending cooperative meetings. 

You may be interested to know that 
based on a survey of all cooperatives in 
Illinois completed in May, 1985, Southeast¬ 
ern Illinois Electric Cooperative ranked just 
below the median in terms of the total per 
diem and expenses paid to individual trust¬ 
ees. The median figure was $2,748 per 
trustee across all cooperatives in Illinois and 
the high figure was $5,555. During that same 
period, Southeastern paid a total of $2,733 
per trustee in per diem expenses and expense 
reimbursement. If trustees’ expenses were 
reported on a per member basis, our coop¬ 
erative would have one of the lowest costs 
per member per trustee of any cooperative 
in Illinois. 

Again, I want to thank you for taking 
time to attend the 1986 annual members 
meeting. Anytime you have a question 
regarding your electric cooperative or its 
operations, I urge you to call and discuss 
your questions with your cooperative staff. 
If we don’t have the answers, I will get them 
for you. 
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'Davis Cemetery' rebuilt 
Thanks to a handful of civic-minded 

Broughton area residents, an almost- 
forgotten cemetery has received a new 
lease on life. 

Once known as the “Davis Ceme¬ 
tery,” for many years now, it has been 
called the “Old Hickory Hill Ceme¬ 
tery.” Situated on the highest point in 
Hamilton County in the South Twigg 
Township, about three miles west of 
Broughton, the cemetery has been in 
use since 1844. 

“The land was donated by John 
Davis, Sr.,” says Frona Barker, who 
put a lot effort into the restoration 
project. “The first person to be buried 
there was John Davis, Jr., who died in 
1844 at 28 years of age, and there are 
22 veterans of several different wars 
buried there,” she says. A new, freshly- 
painted sign at the entrance indicates 
that one veteran of the War of 1812, 
one from the Spanish-American War, 
18 from the Civil War and two from 
World War I are interred there. Mrs. 
Eva (Davis) Eaton has indexed some 
3 30 graves, but there are still many 
that haven’t been found. She and her 
husband, Harrel, are enthusiastic about 
the restoration job, and both played 
major parts in it. 

“The cemetery had been allowed to 
deteriorate over the years,” Frona 
says, “and many of the stones had 
toppled over. Many had broken, and 
more were falling over every year. 
There was grass all over, and honey¬ 
suckle had overgrown everything. You 
could hardly find your way into the 
place.” 

Her name, incidentally, is derived 
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from the name given to two women 
buried in the cemetery. Both were 
named Sophronia Davis. “My dad 
shortened it to Frona,” she laughs 
with a twinkle in her eyes, “and I’m 
sure glad. It’d have taken me years to 
learn to spell Sophronia.” 

Last September, a group of con¬ 
cerned residents decided that some¬ 
thing had to be done, and the call for a 
work party drew a good number of 
people and a variety of mowers. “The 
response was wonderful,” Eva says, 
“and the people who came knew they 
weren’t getting involved in an easy 
undertaking.” 

Once the mowing and weed-clearing 
were taken care of, there were a lot of 
hollow places to be filled in and stones 
to be reset. “Many of the stones were 
pretty well in place, but were broken,” 
Frona says, “and some of the men 
repaired them and put them back up. 
Others were more of a problem. Some 
were broken and the pieces scattered, 
some had been washed down a little 
ditch, and some were buried. We even 
found some stones and pieces in the 
trash. We still have some that need to 
be repaired, and some we’re still trying 
to find. As of now, though, 85 have 
been repaired and reset.” 

At left is the new sign at the entrance 
to the cemetery. Above, Frona with 
one of the restored stones. 

The Davis name is prominent in the ceme 
and the land for it was donated by John Davi 

While all that work was going on, 
volunteers were working on the road 
that leads to the cemetery and makes a 
circle around it. It, too, had been 
allowed to deteriorate to a shameful 
state, Frona says. 

Workers built forms and poured 
concrete to make a wide stairway up 
to the cemetery, and added handrails. 
They also planted a row of flowers 
down each side of the stairs. 

Another new sign, every bit as 
spiffy as the one at the stairs, was 
placed near the Walpole blacktop, to 
guide motorists to the newly refur¬ 
bished cemetery. 

It’s heartening to see this job 
done,” Eva says, “because I don’t 
think any generation should permit a 
cemetery to become lost — so much 
history is lost with it. Sadly, as genera¬ 
tions pass, growing farther away from 
each other, it becomes easy to be 
apathetic and less thoughtful of those 
deceased family members, friends and 
neighbors. 

“We hope future caretakers will be 
more thoughtful and show more 
interest and respect for the deceased 
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ved ones in the coming years, and 
>t ever let the cemetery get in such 
d condition again,” she adds. 
“The war veterans have helped to 

eserve the freedom of all citizens,” 
ona adds, “and it seems like they’ve 
erited the honor of having their final 
sting place preserved from briars, 
ush and neglect. If the little local 
pieteries and family burial plots 
attered around the countryside are 
st, a valuable local history will be 
st with them. The information these 
tie cemeteries offer the younger 
Perations is invaluable.” 
We can only guess at the future, but 

r now, it looks like the Old Hickory 
11 Cemetery is in good hands. 
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At left, a brand new flight of steps eases the 
way into the burial ground. Below left, 
Frona views one of the early graves, shown 
in closeup at right. 

terans from the War of 1812 to modern days are buried in the little cemetery about three miles west of Broughton. 
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Phil Irvin retires after 37 years 
Phil Irvin, a 37-year SEIEC 

employee, retired at the end of April, 
1986. He hired on in April, 1949, as 
an appliance serviceman, back when 
the cooperative sold and serviced 

Above, Phi! heads for the old fishing 
hole, as he often does these days. At 
right, he works in his well-equipped 
woodworking shop. 

appliances, and held several positions 
in that department. 

When the sales and service depart¬ 
ment was phased out in 1968, Phil 
transferred to an outside department, 
working at several jobs until a position 
opened up in the meter department. 
He stayed there, rising to meter fore¬ 
man, before retiring. 

For many years now, Phil and his 
wife, Wanda, have also owned and 
operated a restaurant at the edge of 
Galatia, next to their home. They plan 

to sell the business at the end of the 
year and get seriously into retirement. 

The Irvins have children in Arizona, 
and retirement will enable them to do 
more visiting and traveling. Some shop¬ 
ping and loafing are in the advanced 
planning stages, Phil says with a laugh, 
and Wanda notes that he is already tel¬ 
ling fish stories. He also plans to take 
advantage of a fully equipped wood¬ 
working shop in his garage. We at 
SEIEC wish Phil and Wanda the best as 
they enter their retirement years. 

If your power goes off, we offer these 
suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service entrance panels. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main 
breaker just beneath the meter. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check all wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears all right, retrip the breaker to the “ON” 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other 
emergency, please phone 618-273-2611 from 
Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call the 
home of your area serviceman listed on the map 
at left and report power failures and emergencies 
only. 

5. If your serviceman’s home phone number 
does not answer or is busy, please call 618-273- 
2611. This number is monitored around the clock 
to accept your emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the 
name and location number as listed on your 
billing envelope and other information requested. 
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Southeastern III. Electric Co-op 
Eldorado, III. 

General Manager’s Comments 
Walter V. Truitt, Jr. 

We keep hearing that “there’s no free 
lunch.” This seems to be another way to say 
that everything has its price in the sense that 
Thomas Jefferson must have had in mind 
when he warned that “Eternal vigilance is 
the price of liberty.” 

Cooperatives, for all their considerable 
benefits to user-owners, certainly are no 
exception. They, too, have their price tag, 
and it is much like the one Jefferson called 
to the attention of American citizens. Those 
who reap the rewards need to invest some¬ 
thing of themselves. And they need to pay 
attention. 

Cooperatives do not run themselves. What 
they do and how they do it is the product of 
some decisions that are made somewhere by 
someone. The decisions usually come 
about because they move a cooperative’s 
business, or its services, in desired directions. 
And just where the co-op business goes, how 
it operates, depends heavily on whose 
desire is being served. 

The whole reason for the being of any 
cooperative, regardless of kind, is to serve 
the interests of its user-owners. But these 
interests cannot be flashed on the screen 
of a computer in response to the push of a 
button. They are not drawn out of a hat at 
the opening of each board meeting. In truth, 
there is no way to learn what these interests 
are, unless the point of origin — the coopera¬ 
tive member — shoulders an owner’s respon¬ 
sibility by thoughtful self-examination to 
learn what they are. 

The member effort to understand is 
essential, but even this serves no purpose if 

individual thinking remains personal and 
secret. Cooperative owners, like American 
citizens, are obliged to get into the act, to 
participate. That, really, is what the annual 
meeting of a cooperative is for; it is the open 
door to member participation, to the exer¬ 
cise of owner control. 

Cooperative members attending their 
annual meeting are not intended to be an 
audience — they ought to be a vital part of 
the meeting. Their collective contribution of 
shared thinking, of questioning, of argumen¬ 
tation, displays the multiple brainpower that 
is the real strength of any cooperative. This 
is the pool into which each should send 
personal perceptions of needed services, of 
added business potentials, of organizational 
strengths and weaknesses. This is the collec¬ 
tion of member ideas that give enlightened 
guidance to both board and staff as they try 
to shape the kinds of services the user- 
owners most need and want. 

This is a price, of course. But, at most, it 
is the cost of inconvenience. And the return 
— one never shared by “customers” of 
ordinary businesses — nearly always can be 
measured in dollar value. More important to 
many, however, is this evidence that the 
cooperative owner counts for something, has 
something to say. 

When our Pilgrim forefathers decided to 
head this way back in 1620, they had a price 
to pay, too. First, they borrowed $7,000 
from a London company, and devoted 
the next 23 years to repaying it at 43 
percent. But they came — so here we are. 
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Reroofing, 
facelift 
underway 

As many of you heard at our 
annual meeting, and as many of you 
learned during visits to our Eldorado 
office, we have had a fairly extensive 
remodeling project going on for a few 
months now. 

While it shows a certain amount of 
civic responsibility and community 
spirit to keep our building spruced up, 
there is more to it than that. 

This is not just a simple “facelift” 
to make the building look better. 
There are many good reasons to 
rebuild, and a lot of them had to do 
with the fact that, try as we might, we 
could not keep the old flat roof from 
leaking. 

When the building was constructed 
in the early 1950s, the low, flat-roofed 
style was very popular, and many simi¬ 
lar buildings went up all over the 
country. The flat roof had a purpose — 
to keep water from running off fast 
enough to damage the grounds around 
the building. Our roof, in fact, was 
designed to hold up under the weight 
of a foot of water. 

But the repeated soakings and dry¬ 
ings and freezes and thaws have long 
since taken their toll, and the SFIEC 
board reluctantly decided that putting 
off a rebuilding job any longer would 
do more harm than good. 

The new roof will have some slope 
to it to prevent maintenance problems 
in the future and we’ve had another 
six inches of insulation added to keep 
future heating and cooling costs in rea¬ 
son. The results are already noticeable 
in increased comfort in the building, 
and the air conditioners run less. 
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area in the addition by 50 percent, and 
to reduce energy needs by 25-30 per¬ 
cent, while giving the building a new 
image.” 

The old clear windows are being 

replaced by double glazed windows 
with a reflective coating that will 
reduce solar heat gain but let in visible 
light. Since solid metal frames conduct 
a lot of heat into or out of a building, 
the new frames are “thermally bro¬ 
ken,” meaning they will not do that, 
Baker says. 

Before long, we will have a fully 
modernized building with lower heat¬ 
ing and cooling costs. And far lower 
maintenance costs, too. We’ll be telling 
vou more about it later. 
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As we’ve told you before, the pro¬ 
ject will provide us with an additional 
1,100 square feet of floor space. This 
is being done by filling in the area 
between the two “wings” on the ends 
of the buildings and doing away with 
several of the old jalousied windows. 

The old single pane glass windows 
and leaky frames were adequate when 
heating fuels were cheap, but with 
today’s costs, replacing them will be a 
good investment. 

Design work for the project is being 
done by Walker and Associates of 
Harrisburg and Carbondale, while 
Chapman and Associates of Omaha are 
the prime contractors. 

“The goal,” says John Baker, gradu¬ 
ate architect, “is to reduce the window 



Clockwise from near left: John Baker, 

left. Bob Chapman and Ray Harbison 
look over a mode! of the reflective 

panes that will go into the window 

openings immediately behind Baker, 

replacing the old ja I ousted windows in 

the background. Enclosing the old 

glassed-in entryway will add more 

office space. Baker and Harbison hold 

a section of twin-pane window. The 
building will have a new look when the 

work is complete. 



Ward is new Saline County Extension adviser 
Thomas J. Ward is the new Saline 

County Extension Adviser, Agricul¬ 
ture, working out of the Harrisburg 
office. He replaced Bob Edgar, long¬ 
time adviser who recently retired. 

Tom, 29, worked seven years in 
Kankakee as an associate adviser 
before coming to Saline County. 
“There was a larger staff there,” he 
says, “and I had different responsi¬ 
bilities from what I’ll have here. I 
worked a lot with 4-H projects and 
adult livestock projects. Here, with the 
smaller staff, I’ll have to wear more 
hats, but I think it’ll prove very inter¬ 
esting. This is a smaller county, so I 
think I’ll be able to spend as much 
time with farmers as I did there. I’m 
looking forward to a good career 
here.” 

Tom, who’s from Chicago, and his 
wife, Jeanne, from Milwaukee, located 
in Saline County by choice. They’ve 
bought a house in Harrisburg, where 
they’ll live with their 18-month-old 
daughter, Katie. 

“When this job opened up,” Tom 
says, “we came down to look at what 
Southern Illinois had to offer, and we 
liked what we saw. We’re outdoors 
people, and the hiking and camping 

possibilities looked great to us. It’s 
five hours closer than we were to the 
Current River, too, and we enjoy going 
on canoe trips.” 

Jeanne, a teacher, hopes to stay 
home with Katie and take on an occa¬ 
sional substitute teaching job. 

SEIEC welcomes the Wards to 
Southern Illinois, and we look forward 
to working with Tom in the future as 
we’ve worked with Bob in the past. 

Mike Nevious is new 
SEIEC employee 

Mike Nevious, 39, of Eldorado, 
came to work for SEIEC September 8 
as a forestryman. Before coming to the 
cooperative, he worked for Asplundh, 
a tree trimming firm, and had been a 
crew foreman since last January. Mike 
and his wife, Darline, are both natives 
of the Galatia area, and Mike is a grad¬ 
uate of Galatia High School. He has 
taken electrical courses at Southeast¬ 
ern Illinois College. He and Darline 
have two children, Michael and Amy. 
Mike follows athletic interests and 
enjoys camping and reading. Mike Nevious 

If your power goes off, we offer these 
suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service entrance panels. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main 
breaker just beneath the meter. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check all wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears all right, retrip the breaker to the “ON” 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other 
emergency, please phone 618-27 3-2611 from 
Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call the 
home of your area serviceman listed on the map 
at left and report power failures and emergencies 
only. 

5. If your serviceman’s home phone number 
does not answer or is busy, please call 618-273- 
2611. This number is monitored around the clock 
to accept your emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the 
name and location number as listed on your 
billing envelope and other information requested. 

14d ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS 



the SOUTHEASTERN AM n-D 

l Southeastern III. Electric Co-op 
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Thanksgiving is a time set aside 
each year for everyone to pause and 
think of the blessings they have 
received during the year. As 
employees of your cooperative, we 
have many things to be thankful 
for. 

First and most important are our 
good members. Members who know 
and appreciate their cooperative, 
help us by providing the right-of- 
way for our lines, by reading their 
meters, by paying their bills 
promptly, and by notifying us 
about service interruptions. 

We appreciate our members’ 
good nature and helpful attitude 
when conditions beyond our con¬ 
trol cause an interruption in elec¬ 
trical service. 

We wish to thank our members 
for their cooperation and assistance 
during the past year and hope that 
each and every one has a blessed 
and happy Thanksgiving. 
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Above, Ed Maloney, oiler, gives an idea of the size of the dragline as he moves the 7,200-volt power cable to enable the 
unit to move back on the "legs," one of which is visible at right in the photo. 

BIG SHAD 
Four million pounds. That’s the weignt of the new load 

on SEIEC’s system. While you don’t usually think of 
electrical loads in pounds, the new electrically operated 
dragline at Equality Mining Company’s mine just east 
of Southeastern Illinois College is a big load no matter how 
you look at it. 

The 2,000 ton dragline is not particularly large, notes D. 
C. Simpson, president of Equality Mining, when compared 
to others in the coalfields of Southern Illinois. “It’s sure the 
biggest we’ve ever worked with, though,” he says, adding, 
“it has a 29.5 cubic yard bucket at the end of a 220 foot 
boom. The bucket will hold 45 tons. The biggest unit we 
had before had a 7.5 yard bucket and would hold just over 
11 tons. It has a 120 foot boom.” Equality has contracted 
to mine the site for Peabody Coal Co. 

A 6,000 foot cable feeds 7,200 volts of power into “Big 
Shad,” as the dragline has been named, and it does the rest, 
with a lot of help from its skilled operator, who sits in a 
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spacious glassed-in cubicle just at the base of the boom. 
The dragline got its name from the man who headed up 

the crew that assembled it on the site. “Get it built before 
the deadline,” he was told, “and you can paint your name 
on it.” Obviously, he succeeded. 

While new to the Harrisburg-Eldorado area, Big Shad has 

a bit of a history, notes Chuck Maloney, superintendent. 
First assembled in Pennsylvania in 1961, it worked there 
for several years, then was moved to the Marissa area, in 
Southwestern Illinois, then to the Kansas City area and 

finally to Southeastern Illinois. 
Moving the big dragline any real distance is quite a job, 

he notes, and the move here involved some 90 trucks. 
“About half of those were on trucks that had to get over¬ 
weight or oversize permits to travel on the highways. Even 
then, there was one piece that wouldn’t fit on a truck and 
had to be shipped by rail,” he says. 

Surprisingly, the big rig is not built in modules that 
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would enable it to be taken apart in an orderly fashion and 
reassembled at a new site. Instead, the machine is cut apart 
with torches and reassembled by welders at the new loca¬ 
tion. “Of course, you can do a lot of disassembling by 
taking out rivets and unbolting things,” Maloney says. 

As Big Shad works its way down the seam, which is 40 
to 50 feet below the surface and 48 to 52 inches thick, 
it has to move, maybe once a shift or so, and that problem 
is neatly taken care of by built in “legs” that walk the 
dragline backward in six foot two inch steps. As time nears 
for the move, the operator dumps some of the shale behind 
him and a dozer levels off and compacts a pad. Workmen, 
assisted by the dozer, relocate the hefty power cable so the 
“feet” won’t damage it during the move and the dragline 
won’t sit on it. The machine moves about 75 to 80 feet 
each time it relocates. It moves faster than you might 
expect, considering its size. “The operator’s manual says 
it’ll do .15 miles an hour running continuously,” Maloney 
says, “and that’s close to 800 feet. We usually move it 
about a dozen steps or so.” 

While Big Shad is the heftiest piece of machinery at the 
mine, it is not the only one. The other dragline, when 
not in Big Shad’s shadow, is impressive enough in its own 

right, and various shovels and trucks sprinkled around 
the area would require a fair amount of climbing to get 
into. 

An earthmover strips off layers of soil above the rock 
and heaps it neatly in piles so when it comes time to 
reclaim the land, the soil will go back on in the same way it 
went off. 

A hefty wagon drill keeps busy drilling holes in the 
over-burden so explosives can be placed and the charges 
shot to break up the layers of rock over the seam, so Big 
Shad can get rid of the rubble. Smaller shovels, in the pit, 
take out the coal and put it into a 50-ton haul truck that 
takes it out of the pit and up to another site, where it’s 
loaded onto semis that take it to Peabody’s coal washer at 
the old Eagle One mine. They try for 70 truckloads a day, 
or 60,000 tons a month. From the washer, the coal goes 
into a six-mile-long conveyor belt that takes it to Old 
Shawneetown for barge shipment. 

All in all, some 38 people are involved in the operation, 
which hopes to mine the seam for at least the next five 
years and maybe more. It’s nice to welcome a 4 million 
pound load onto the SEIEC system, especially one that 
will provide energy for industry and jobs for miners. 

Above, D. C. Simpson, left, president of Equality Mining Company, and 
Chuck Maloney, superintendent, right, talk with SEIEC's Ray Harbison. 
At right. Bill Harrawood at the controls. 
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Capital credits for 1985 
The most economical method of 

notifying members of their capital 
credit allocation is to furnish them 
with a multiplication factor which, 
when applied to the total electric bill 
for the year 1985 will determine the 
notified of the amount of patronage 
notices will be mailed to large com¬ 
mercial consumers who are not on self 
billing. 

Members who pay their bills under 
the self billing system may determine 
the amount of their capital credit 
allocation by multiplying the total 
amount paid for electric bills in 1985 
by a factor of .11375. This factor is to 
be used by Farm and Residential 
consumers whose bills are determined 
by Schedule “A” or “A-H.” 

For those paying accounts under 
the Small Commercial Schedule, a 

factor of .11277 should be used. 
If you are unable to determine your 

1985 allocation, the amount credited 
will be furnished on request. 

The bylaws of your cooperative 
provide that each member shall be 
notified on the amount of patronage 
capital credited to his account. Of the 
total allocation, approximately 48 
percent is due to capital credit alloca¬ 
tion received from the Southern 
Illinois Power Co-operative. 

A Capital Credit Plan is an arrange¬ 
ment under which: (1) A cooperative 
and its members expressly agree that 
any payment by any patron over the 
cost of serving him is capital furnished 
by the patron to the cooperative. (2) 
The Cooperative credits such patron¬ 
age capital on its books to the patrons 
and (3) such capital will be retired 

when in the opinion of the Board of 
Trustees, such retirement will not 
impair the cooperative’s financial 
position. 

The Capital Credit Plan provides for 
service at cost, for paying off the REA 
and CFC loans, for acquiring complete 
local ownership of the cooperative 
system, for giving all patrons full 
credit for all payments in excess of 
cost, and for the eventual repayment 
to the patrons of all capital furnished 
by them. Capital credits are not neces¬ 
sarily available in the form of cash, but 
are represented largely by investments 
in poles, wire, transformers and other 
equipment required to provide service. 
In general, no patronage capital can be 
retired until the cooperative has 
obtained enough capital to take care 
of all its needs. 

Follow 
safety 
rules 

Grains are dangerous Flowing grain sucks If you must go into the Break bridges with a 
as quicksand even you under suddenly bin, use a lifeline and pole. Use vibrators to 
when not unloading, when unloading starts, have someone there, keep grain flowing. 

If your power goes off, we offer these 
suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service entrance panels. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main 
breaker just beneath the meter. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check all wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears all right, retrip the breaker to the “ON” 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other 
emergency, please phone 618-273-2611 from 
Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call the 
home of your area serviceman listed on the map 
at left and report power failures and emergencies 
only. 

5. If your serviceman’s home phone number 
does not answer or is busy, please call 618-27 3- 
2611. i his number is monitored around the clock 
to accept your emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the 
name and location number as listed on your 
billing envelope and other information requested. 
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Storage barn is paint 
shop for Larrie Lands 

Wherever you go, you’re likely to 
see small storage sheds behind 
peoples’ houses, and you can pretty 
well assume that they’re used to 
store lawn mowers, barbecue grills 
and household overflow. But Larrie 
Lands has put her shed to a use a 
unusual as her name. She paints in 
it. 

Larrie, whose real name is 
Kathryn, is the wife of Bob Lands, 
new business engineer for SEIEC. 
“My mother had a brother named 
Larry,” she says in explaining how 
she got her unusual name, “and she 
promised him she’d name a baby 
after him no matter what. When I 
was born a girl, she gave me the 
name Kathryn, and they’ve called 
me Larrie ever since, and that’s what 
I go by.” 
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While her name came about in an 
unusual way, the shed didn’t. She 
just ran out of places to paint in the 
house. “I always wanted to paint,” 
she relates, “and I got started when 
I was about 19 years old. Then I got 
busy raising a family, and just didn’t 
have time. Now our three children 
are grown, and I can paint. Our 
youngest, Keith, is still at home, and 
I tried to paint in his room for a 
while, and he ran me out. Then I 
tried painting at the kitchen table, 
and it was so much of a bother that 
it wasn’t worth the effort. You have 
to take everything down when you 
want to eat, and put everything back 
together when you want to paint.” 

About a year ago September, they 
decided to do something about the 
problem. They had a local lumber 

company put up the 10xl4-foot 
shed, and Bob put in insulation and 
chipboard siding. He also wired the 
building and put in a small heater, 
which makes “Larrie’s Painting 
Room” every bit as cozy as any room 
in the house. 

Using oil paints — she once tried 
acrylics and found that they dry 
much too fast for her — Larrie now 
paints just about anything that will 
hold still long enough for her to get 
the job done. “I paint on canvas,” she 
says, “but when you go to shows, you 
find that many people like to buy 
‘country’ like painted flatirons, 
sawblades, plow discs and 
mailboxes, so I paint a lot of that. 
I paint on canvas for shows, though.” 

Larrie also paints with others, for 
companionship and to get an occa- 
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sional different perspective. “I go 
over to a lady’s house and meet 
about half a dozen other women 
there,” she says, “and we paint all day. 
It’s a lot of fun. I go to the Canvas- 
back Studio in Harrisburg once a 
week to paint, too.” 

Painting is not one of those 
pastimes most of us pick up on our 
own, and Larrie has worked hard to 
pick up all the skills she could, and 
is still improving herself. “I’ve been 
to three workshops in Mt. Vernon,” 
she says, “and I’ve learned a lot 
there. A man also comes up from 
Shreveport, Louisiana once a month 
and gives lessons, and I try not to 
miss any of those. I’ve taken several 
adult courses at Southeastern 
Illinois College, and I put in half a 
semester there I’ve been meaning to 
go back, but I just haven’t gotten 
around to it yet.” 

Larrie has had her paintings in 
four art shows, and tries to exhibit 
something every year at the Saline 

County Fair. Look for her next 
chance you get — whether at a show 
or sale. She has fine paintings that 
would look nice in any home. 

December 1986 

Clockwise from top left, an assortment of Larrie's paintings. Larrie is right at home 
in her little barn. Standing in the door of her workshop. Larrie paints on just about 
everything — this is a disc from a plow. 
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Be prepared for a 
winter outage 

Winter is nearly officially here, 
bringing with it a lot of pretty white 
snow and maybe some ice. While 
snow is pretty to look at and ice 
shimmers in the trees, the two 
sometimes join to bring about 
power outages. That means discom¬ 
fort and danger. Even as far south 
as we are, it might be wise for you 
to give some thought to making 
preparations for an emergency 
situation, just in case. 

Be sure to plan a second way to 
heat your home in the event of a 
power failure, such as fireplace or 
wood stove, preferably in a well- 
insulated room that could be shut 
off from the rest of the house. 

Set aside enough food and water 
to get your family through a fairly 
lengthy outage. We suggest canned 
soups and stews, cookies, crackers 
and foods that do not require 
refrigeration or cooking — soups 

and stews can be eaten without 
heating, if necessary, even as 
unappetizing as the prospect seems. 
Canned milk diluted with water and 
eaten with cold breakfast cereals are 
surprisingly palatable, too. 

Keep batteries on hand for 
flashlights and portable radios. If we 
have an especially bad storm, we will 
be contacting local radio stations 
with updates. Also keep a good 
supply of matches and candles. 

If you have small children, be sure 
you have plenty of warm clothing 
available for them. If you have no 
backup heating system, be sure you 
know of a neighbor or relative 
whose home does have a backup 
system, so you can take your 
children there until your heat 
comes back on. 

Make sure your house is properly 
insulated now. Good insulation 
means less heat will escape during 
a storm. 

Know your location number or 
keep it handy by the phone. If you 
need to call SEIEC during a storm, 
you’ll have the number ready, and 
save time for everybody. 

We hope you will not need to sit 
out a prolonged outage, and we 
hope for a mild winter, but you may 
want to give some thought to mak¬ 
ing some preparations, just in case. 

If your power goes off, we offer these 
suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service entrance panels. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main 
breaker just beneath the meter. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check ail wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears all right, retrip the breaker to the “ON” 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other 
emergency, please phone 618-273-2611 from 
Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call the 
home of your area serviceman listed on the map 
at left and report power failures and emergencies 
only. 

5. If your serviceman’s home phone number 
does not answer or is busy, please call 618-273- 
2611. This number is monitored around the clock 
to accept your emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the 
name and location number as listed on your 
billing envelope and other information requested. 
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