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Service restoration priorities 
This is a time of year when severe weather can cause 

your Cooperative problems, and the result can be a power 
outage for you, the members. How does the Cooperative 
restore service and what priorities are used? The illustration 
above depicts an area near a typical substation. A three- 
phase feeder line has been put out of service by a fallen 
tree. A tap line that serves two homes also is out of service 
due to a second fallen tree. House 5 and House 1 have 
snapped service wires. The outages have been reported to 
Corn Belt. Where do we start the repair work and what is 
the priority? 

Since the fallen tree is on a three-phase line, many more 
homes than shown in the illustration are affected, and 
many phone calls would have been received along this line. 
The repair crews will be dispatched to the substation and 
they start working their way along this line to put as many 
members in service as soon as possible. The tree would be 
removed, wires would be spliced, and the leaning pole 
would be straightened. Once this is accomplished this line 

will be put back into service and the first priority has been 
accomplished. 

The next step is the tap line. This primary single-phase 
line serves two homes — House 4 and House 5. Neither can 
receive service until the tree is removed and the line is 
repaired. If this had been repaired first, no power is avail¬ 
able since there is a tree on the main distribution line. The 
tree is removed, the line spliced and House 4 has service. 

Our crews would either have noticed that lights at House 5 
did not go on when those at House 4 did, or the dispatcher, 
with the member’s help, would have notified the crew there 
was a downed service wire. Once the line at House 5 is 
repaired and service is restored, the crew would be dis¬ 
patched to House 1 to repair the service wire. 

This scene is not exact, as there likely will be more than 
one repair crew in the vicinity and crews working in union 
could complete repairs in a different sequence. 

The point that is being made is that your service will be 
restored as quickly and safely as possible. The Cooperative 
has as its priority to restore as many members as possible. 
Individual members are usually the last to be restored. 

One important factor in restoring the service is youc 
help. If you know your wires are snapped, a tree is down 
through the line or a pole has broken, let us know when 
you call in. It saves you and us time when we know where 
the problem is. This saves valuable time for a crew in 
trying to find a problem. 

Before you call: Did you check your breakers or fuses? 
Are your neighbors out of service? 

When you call: Give your map location number; the per¬ 
son who is billed for the service; and other information 
that you are aware of. 

Your assistance is invaluable and allows us to give you 
prompt repair service! 
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1986 construction p 
line building, pole 

Maintenance and replacement — maintenance and 

replacement! The foundation for the 1986 Construction 

Work Plan. As poles, wires, material, etc. are increasing in 

age (30 years plus), it is necessary to maintain or replace. 

This past year, over 4,000 poles were tested and treated 

at ground level. Through this testing process it was deter¬ 

mined that approximately 400 poles needed to be replaced. 

The replacement of these poles is over 50 percent complete 

and will continue into the first part of 1986. 

In 1986, we are scheduled to test and treat approxi¬ 

mately 6,000 poles. Eventually, every pole will be tested 

and treated on a 10-year cycle. 

Wires or poles have a life cycle of 30 years. Your Coop¬ 

erative has hundreds of miles of line that are over 47 years 

of age. Each year, original line is analyzed as to whether it 

should be replaced or can last another year. 

Below are line construction projects that are scheduled 

for this year. 

This single-phase line, located approximately four miles A new three-phase line is scheduled to serve Tremont 

south of Argenta, will be rebuilt to three-phase. Sewage Plant. This will be over one and one-half miles. 

Located from west to east from Sndley to Weston north of Lexington, the cooperative plans to build one new three-phase 

line, upgrade three two-pl. .mes to three-phase by completely rebuilding lines and rebuild over four miles of single line. 
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A new three-phase line will be rebuilt in the Danvers area. 
This will give greater system reliability to many subdivisions 
as well as providing another tie line between Danvers sub¬ 
station and Belt Line substation. Routing of the line has 
not yet been determined. 

Buying electricity 
When you plug in an electric appliance or flip a light 

switch, you are making a buyer’s decision to purchase elec¬ 
tricity. You may not be as conscious of your purchase as 
you would be if you were at a store, but, just the same, 
you’re buying a commodity. And when your bill arrives and 
you see that you bought more than you intended, it’s too 
late to do anything about it. 

Part of the problem with higher-than-expected usage is 
that clean, efficient electricity is so convenient to use. It’s 
become such a major part of modern life that we tend to 
forget the costs attached to the bundle of wonderful ser¬ 
vices that electricity provides. And that may cause you to 
use more electricity than is really needed. 

The first step toward efficient energy use is to be aware 
of your usage habits. Every time you flip a light switch or 
plug in an appliance, ask yourself, “Is this the best buy for 
my energy dollar?” If electricity is helping you save hours 
of tedious labor, the answer is yes. If electricity is operating 
a television and lamp in an empty room, you’re throwing 
money away. 

Corn Belt 
Electric Cooperative 

1986 Annual Meeting 

March 22 
Bloomington High School 

Plan to attend 
your 

annual meeting 

Help us spot hazards 
From time to time, your Cooperative discovers a hazard¬ 

ous condition that affects the safety of the member and 
Cooperative. 

An addition to an existing structure was recently discov¬ 
ered, with a pole protruding through the newly built roof. 
This existing meter pole also served another location, com¬ 
pounding the problem. 

How will the Cooperative maintain this pole? What hap¬ 
pens if the pole rots at the base? How will it be replaced? 
The wiring at the meter pole could fail — how can it be 
replaced? 

These are just a few of the potential problems that exist. 
We remind you that anytime you plan to add to your exist¬ 
ing facilities to check where the overhead/underground 
wires are located. 

If you have any questions as to what is safe or unsafe, 
please contact the office for assistance. 

Underground lines 
Underground wires could follow the common phrase — 

“Out of sight — out of mind.” since we don’t see the wires, 
we forget the potential hazard that is attributed to buried 
cable. Construction crews at safety meetings have related 
incidents of contractors using tile probes to physically 
locate Corn Belt Electric’s underground cable. A tile probe 
can be the instrument of death. We remind all members 
that your Cooperative is not a member of J.U.L.I.E. When 
you need an underground cable located that belongs to the 
Co-op, please call at least 48 hours in advance to have 
primary or secondary cable located. Never use any type of 
instrument to try and locate the cable. Working safely 
together will provide lifetime benefits for all of us. 
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27th Annual 
Youth to Washington Essay-Speech Contest 
For high school students in sophomore or junior class-1986 

SUBJECT: “RURAL ELECTRIFICATION: IS THE JOB COMPLETE?” 

SPONSOR: CORN BELT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC. 
P.O. Box 816, BLOOMINGTON, IL 

Phone: (309) 662-53 30 or 1-800-322-6541 toll free 

PRIZES: TWO — One-week trips to Washington, D.C. — June 13-20, 1986 
A once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for two winners to receive an in-depth view of our government, including the White 

House, and personally meet with congressmen, senators, and other leaders, and usually meet with the President. 

All ten finalists will attend Illinois Youth Day at our State Capitol in Springfield, Wednesday, April 23, 1986. 

8 RUNNERS-UP - $27.00 Cash 
WHO MAY ENTER: Any high school student in sophomore or junior class (10th or 11th year) enrolled in a school district 
all or partly served by Corn Belt Electric Cooperative Inc. (members of families of this co-op board of directors, employees 
or previous trip winners, are not eligible.) You do not need to receive service from Corn Belt to enter. 
FORM OF ESSAY: Must be typed on SVz by 11-inch paper, double-spaced, one side only, and approximately 1,500 
words in length. Contestant’s name must not be on the paper. Entry blank must accompany essay, giving name, parent’s 
consent, etc. Essays in excess of 1,500 words will be accepted but will be penalized for each additional 100 words. The 
words “a, and, the,” etc. will be counted as words. Hypenated words count as one word. Contestants must count words 
and enter total word count at end of essay. 
LAST DATE OF MAILING: Essay and entry blanks must be at the office of Corn Belt Electric Inc., P.O. Box 816, 

Bloomington, 111. 61701, not later than noon, March 25, 1986. 
JUDGING: Essay will be graded by a committee of judges on the following basis: 

Originality of Essay 20 Points Composition 20 Points 
Content and Accuracy of Fact 20 Points Oral Presentation 40 Points 

Grading will be done first without the oral presentation. The ten highest scorers will present a five-minute summary of 
their essay. 
DINNER AND CONTEST: Each of the ten high contestants, parents, and sponsors, will be invited to dinner on April 16th 
after which essays will be summarized by students judged. “Sponsor” refers to the person who assisted the contestant 
in this project. 

ESSAY DEADLINE 

Essays and entry blanks must be received by noon, Wednesday, March 25, 
1986. Enter now! 

INFORMATION FOR CONTES¬ 
TANTS: Contestants may secure infor¬ 
mation anywhere available. The Co-op 
office will also send literature to every¬ 
one interested. All contestants are 
invited to contact the Co-op office for 
additional information at this time. 
TO ENTER THIS CONTEST: 
1. Just send a card to Corn Belt Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative Inc., P.O. Box 816, 
Bloomington, 111. 61701, requesting 
information material and an entry 
blank. Your Agriculture teacher, 
Home Economics teacher, English 
teacher, or Co-op members will be glad 
to help you. 
2. Send your essay with the entry 
blank to arrive not later than noon, 
March 25, 1986. 

Corn Belt Electric Cooperative Inc. 
P.O. Box 816 
Bloomington, IL 61701 

Please send an entry blank and information concerning this summer’s 
“Youth to Washington” essay contest. 

Name Date, 

Parents’ Name 

Address 

Telephone No. 

High School 

Age Sex: Male .Female, 

Class Year 
i r  
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Annual meeting is scheduled March 22 
Your cooperative’s 48th annual meeting will be held 

Saturday, March 22, at Bloomington High School auditor¬ 
ium. The success of this meeting depends on your atten¬ 
dance and participation. Registration for the meeting is 
from 8:30 to 10 a.m. Coffee and doughnuts will be served 
during registration. 

A free chicken dinner is provided in the cafeteria for all 
registered members and their families who attend the meet¬ 
ing. The meal, scheduled for 12 noon, will be catered by 
Bob Knapp’s Brandtville Restaurant. Advance registration is 
required. 

Below is your registration form. Please indicate how 
many will be eating. We require an accurate count. Deadline 

for dinner reservations is Thursday, March 20, 1986. WHEN 
YOU SEND YOUR BILL PAYMENT IN, ENCLOSE 
YOUR REGISTRATION FORM. 

Don’t forget to bring your annual meeting notice with 
you. If you can’t attend, you may give your proxy to your 
neighbor or send it in to the office. 

Drawings will be held for energy credits for those regis¬ 
tered in attendance. A special “Early Bird” drawing will be 
held for those registering between 8:30 a.m. and 10 a.m. 

Your cooperative is looking forward to your presence at 
the 48th annual meeting. It is a time to look at the past, 
present and future of our cooperative. Contact your neigh¬ 
bors and make plans now to attend March 22. 

48th annual meeting 

SATURDAY, MARCH 22, 1986 

Yes, please make dinner reservations for 

Member Name Map Location Number 

Sorry, can't attend but I have enclosed my proxy. (Annual 
Meeting Booklet will be mailed in the first 2 weeks of 
March and contains your proxy.) 
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At left: Manager of member services Jerry Du rfUnger explains how to set dock of timer. At right: DurfUnger addresses 125 
members who were present for joint Member Advisory Committee meeting/area meter reading program. 

At left: Les and Carolyn Reel, meter readers for routes 10 and 17, take notes on how to check timer and reset if it -is 
required. It is vital that timer be operating and that hot water heater is off peak. At right: Sally Detweiler, area meter 
reader for route 2 and Ruth Aper, wife of alternate Walt Aper, route 35, become acquainted with timer for water heater/ 
timer program. 

MAC meets with meter readers 
Corn Belt Electric’s Member Advisory Committee met 

Tuesday, January 7, at 6:15 p.m. at Bob Knapp’s Brandt- 
ville Restaurant in Bloomington. All the member area meter 
readers were invited to this quarterly meeting, designed to 
provide an opportunity for the member area meter readers 
to be able to receive information, ask questions and share 
common concerns. There were 54 members of the advisory 
committee and 61 area meter readers in attendance. Mana¬ 
ger Jeff Reeves introduced the member advisory committee 
and the area meter readers to each other and introduced the 
Cooperative staff members in attendance. 

“The Report to the Members” brochure was discussed. 
This report contains a Soyland annual meeting report, as 
well as an informative introduction by Reeves. It is still too 
early to see if any dramatic changes from the projections 
made in the report. Reeves’ own personal assessment is that 
certain factors within the past six months have made the 
future even more optimistic than previously expected. 

Our projections show the cooperative’s rates from 1985 
through 1994 will increase at approximately today’s rate 
of inflation. It should be pointed out that the greatest 
increase will come in the early years when the cost of the 
Clinton Power Station is phased into our rates. However, 
our projections also show that there will be no year in 
which rates will increase as much as 10 percent. 

Reeves pointed to the provisions of the power supply 
agreement that was signed in October 1984 between Soy¬ 
land, Western Illinois Power Cooperative and Illinois Power 
Company. This limits the cooperative’s direct construction 
cost of the Clinton Power Station to $450 million limit; the 
combined 20 percent ownership share will be reduced pro¬ 
portionately. 

Jerry Durflinger, manager of member services, addressed 
the group and explained the meter reading program. Dur¬ 
flinger said that at the inception of the program nearly 
1,200 bills were estimated each month. This has been 
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reduced to 10. The current cost to read a meter is 42 cents 
per month, he added. 

Some changes in the meter reading program were dis¬ 
cussed. Changes included: 

1. It is time to place new pages in the meter reading 
books. A page will last for two years and then has reached 
its capacity. 

2. Area meter readers will be involved with the water 
heater/timer program. The meter readers were taught the 
operation of the timer, how to replace timer batteries, and 
what time it is scheduled to be off in order to reduce peak. 
Twice each year these timers will be checked. Members will 
be notified when their timers need to be checked. It is not a 
time-consuming venture, but is required. The tentative 

schedule to check timers will be the end of May-beginning 
of June and the end of October-beginning of November. 
The timer is the heart of the water heater program. It must 
be operating as programmed in order to reduce the coop¬ 
erative’s peak. 
3. Durflinger announced that the area meter readers had 

received a wage increase from $4.50 per hour to $4.75, 
effective this past January 1. The last time the meter read¬ 
ers received a wage increase was in September 1984. 

Other items of discussion were meter readers’ concerns 
and changing timers when there is time change in April and 
October. 

The meeting adjourned about 9:30 p.m. with the next 
member advisory meeting scheduled for Tuesday, April 8. 

Possible hazard removal 
costs exceed $3,500 

You have read in various publications and heard over 
radio and television that regulations have an impact upon 
all aspects of society. Whether they be local, state or fed¬ 
eral, they touch our lives in some way. 

To keep you aware of the costs that contribute to your 
electric bill, please note the picture. In accordance with 
Part 280 of the Federal Register, Volume 50, No. 217, 
page 46612, on or before May 8, 1986, regulations address 
the use of underground storage tanks with certain exclu¬ 
sions. Your cooperative had an unused 6,000 gallon fuel oil 
tank that was used for heating. It had not been used for 
over five years and according to the regulation posed a 
hazard. The picture shows a 12-inch-thick piece of concrete 
that was buried on top of the tank to prevent it from mov¬ 
ing. This was in addition to breaking through another six- 
inch piece of concrete and soil. 

This project cost over $3,500 and it was found that the 
tank was not leaking and posed no problem to the safety 
of the environment. We are pleased, and probably lucky, 
that this was the case. Had this tank been found to be 
leaking, we still might be digging to remove the contami¬ 
nated soil. 

The project is not complete — an area of approximately 

Nominating committee slates 
four candidates for board 

On January 7, the nominating committee met at 11 a.m. 
at the Cooperative to nominate candidates for four board 
positions to be filled by election at the 48th annual meeting 
of the Cooperative to be held Saturday, March 22. 

The terms of John Butterfield, Maroa, District 5; 
Stephen Schertz, El Paso, District 3; Homer Jeckel, Dela- 
van, District 2, and Lewis White, Bloomington, District 1, 

expire this year. 
This committee nominated for reelection for three-year 

terms: John Butterfield, Stephen Schertz, Homer Jeckel 
and Lewis White. 

Workmen dig out 12-inch thick covering that was laid over 
tank to prevent tank from moving. Tank has been in 
ground since 1954. 

18 feet by 45 feet that required over 159 tons of sand to 
be filled will need to be concreted this year. 

Complying with regulations are all part of our daily 
living. This is just a reminder that the cost to adhere to 
regulations is paid for by all of us. 

1986 Nominating Committee: seated from left to right: 
Paul Malone, William Dehority, Don Rutherford, Rae 
Payne; standing left to right, Daniel ToohiH, Robert Hop¬ 
kins, Gregory Otto, Jeffrey Power and Ralph Steiger. 
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We all weigh the same 
The final test of any democratic form is the willingness 

of the few to accept the decisions of the many. It is a stern 
test, indeed, for those who find themselves sharply at odds 
with such decisions. 

Nevertheless, it is a necessary test. And the group, or 
organization, or nation that cannot meet it concedes that 
its democracy has been repealed. 

People-control is the essence of any democratic struc¬ 
ture. This is the only really distinctive badge of the political 
democracy of the United States. And this is what we mean 
when we say that cooperatives are “different ” — because 
this is all the difference. 

Majority rule is the evidence that all people weigh the 
same on the democratic scales. It is the product of a divi¬ 
sion of opinion, fairly arrived at and carefully tabulated, in 
which numbers of individuals, and nothing else are the only 
units to be calculated. Such matters as race, creed, politics, 
religion and sex simply have no part in this tally. Nor do 
dollars or prestige or influence register on the democratic 

scales. 
In this measure, 100 people “weigh” more than 50, and 

just as clearly weigh more than 99. If not, then some indivi¬ 
duals must be considered to count less than others, and the 
entire democratic concept, in the nation or in the coopera¬ 
tive, is perched on quicksand. 

When such decisions have been produced, fairly and with 
equal opportunity for all to participate, even the most dedi¬ 
cated minority must swallow the verdict, unpalatable 
though they may find it. 

To do otherwise clearly signals a belief that individuals 
of one group count for more and are worth more than the 
individuals of the majority. Such a message also would say 
that a minority can rule. If one minority can rule, all minor¬ 
ities can rule. And this says very eloquently and emphat¬ 
ically that nobody rules. 

And this is just where mankind stood before we had a 
nation, or a club, or a cooperative. 

Gene Clifford, NRECA Cooperative Education 

Voltage spikes can affect 
your home computer 

More and more computers are making their way into 
farms, homes and small businesses. These marvels of the 
’80s have enhanced our world today, performing many 
varied tasks. 

Your cooperative is an important silent partner when 
you use your equipment. Electricity is required to operate 
all “hardware” of the computer. Without hardware, you 
cannot use the “software” required of your system. Provid¬ 
ing power is not enough; it is the quality of power that 
computer users are concerned with and what to do to pro¬ 
tect a computer. 

• Voltage spikes, or power-line transients, lasting 
usually less than 100 microseconds — and up to 6,000 volts 
— can cause problems. Transients are produced by switch¬ 
ing off of inductive loads, by the opening of switch con¬ 
tacts, short circuits, or blown fuse; severe network load 
changes, or lightning. 

• Whenever you plug in a vacuum cleaner, hair dryer, 
or other appliances, you could be creating some potentially 
serious transient disruption for other equipment on the 
same power line. 

• Lightning is the most violent and most destructive 
source of transient energy. The danger is that lightning 
striking a power line miles away may result in a thousand- 
volt spike rushing throughout your farm, home or small 
business. A secondary effect of a lightning hit on one of our 
power lines is a voltage drop or sag over a part of the line as 
regulators or capacitors compensate for the spikes. 

• Protection for these computer “gliches” are many. 
The dealer from whom you purchase your computer should 
be able to provide information for power-line protection, 

and many will have the accessories that you require. Elec¬ 

tronics stores or magazines provide detailed information on 
surge-suppressors. Some detail how to build your own or 
give recommendations as to the type that best fits your 
individual requirements. Prices vary as to the amount of 
protection each user requires. 

Area coverage, line extension 
topics of policy under review 

Your cooperative has various policies that the board of 
directors establishes to direct the course of the cooperative. 

A policy that the staff is currently reviewing before they 
make their recommendation to the board of directors is 
Policy 900-1, Area Coverage Service and Line Extension 
Policy. 

A short summary of this policy is to provide for exten¬ 
sion of facilities required to furnish electrical service for: 

1. Permanent Service 5. Temporary Service 
2. Mobile Homes 6. Transmission Service 
3. Underground Service 7. Special Service 
4. Intermediate Service 

It outlines what the cooperative will and will not do and 
the applicable charges of these services. 

This policy has been under review for some time and will 
take further input from board and staff before becoming 
finalized. 

The policy is similar to other policies that your board 
reviews, implements or changes. 

As the needs of the members change, so do the policies 
that provide the direction of the cooperative change. 

The board of directors and every employee are striving 
to continue the process of providng the best reliable service 
at a prudent cost. 
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OUTAGES: 1985 vs. 1984 
Each year at this time, the Cooperative reviews its out¬ 

ages from the past two years. Outages are broken into six 
areas, and percentiles are listed below. 

In 1984, the Cooperative experienced 43,545 consum- 
ers-hours without power. In 1985, this figure was 46,746. 
This is an increase of 6.85 percent that members were with¬ 
out power. The difference between 1984 and 1985 is 3,201 
hours. Two of the biggest changes occurred in the cate¬ 
gories Weather and Generation & Transmission (power 
supplier). Weather-related outages increased 6,137 hours 
and power supplier outages decreased 6,986 hours. 

The percentages are listed below, comparing 1984 with 
1985. Weather is an important factor on our facilities, as 
well as the power supplier, Soyland Power Cooperative. 

If you exclude power source from the outage statistics, 
the average Corn Belt Electric member was out of electri¬ 
city 3.37 hours in 1985, compared with 2.40 hours during 
1984. 

Some members may have experienced more hours of 
interruption, while others may have never been without 
power. 

Let’s hope that in 1986 the weather is not as severe as it 
was in January 1985. Remember the 25 below zero weather 
we experienced? 

The Cooperative’s employees are dedicated in providing 
you the most reliable service possible. As always, your 
cooperation and understanding is appreciated and never 
taken for granted. 
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Don't forget 
Corn Belt's 

annual meeting 
is March 22 

Your cooperative’s 48th annual meeting is Saturday, 

March 22 at Bloomington Senior High School Auditorium. 

Registration for the meeting will be from 8:30 to 10 a.m. 

Coffee and doughnuts will be served during registration. 

A meal is being served at noon after the meeting. Deadline 

for meal reservations is Thursday, March 20, 1986. 

The meeting begins at 10 a.m. and you are urged to 

attend. Make your cooperative’s 48th annual meeting a suc¬ 

cessful one. 
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(ENDING) 

HOUR OF DAY 

□ 12-02 

Monday 

+ 12-18 

Wednesday 

♦ 12-17 

Tuesday 

£12-13 

Friday 

x 12-14 

Saturday 

The chart above is a chart of December that shows the five high¬ 
est peaks of the month and when they occurred in a 24-hour period. 
The tracking is very similar and indicates there are two major 
demands of electricity during the day. In the morning between 6 
a.m. and 9 a.m. and the evening between 4 p.m. and 9 p.m. Weather 

is an important factor that contributes to demand, but is impossible 
to control. As indicated above, your cooperative is studying various 
ways in which to control and reduce the peak demand (example, 
timers on water heaters). By achieving this, it will benefit all mem¬ 
bers of the cooperative. 
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DAY OF THE MONTH 

The chart above is for the month of December 1985. The days 
of the month are listed on the horizontal axis. The vertical axis is 
the system KW demand for the month. As can be seen by the bar 
graph, December 2 was the greatest demand, or peak, for this 
month. This occurred on a Monday at approximately 6 p.m. Note 
the variations on the weekends on Sundays, December 8, 15, 22 and 

29, as to what is used during the week. The optimum would be a 
straight level line going across, as opposed to the up and down fluc¬ 
tuation. Lines, substations and power plants are built to be able to 
handle this peak. The cooperative is attempting to control and 
reduce the peak. 
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Training and education continues 
Underground primary and secondary cables are now 

installed in greater quantity than ever before. There are 
various types of underground cables that vary not only in 
size as to match the load requirement, but also in outside 
coverings of the cable. Once installation is completed the 
next time that the cooperative usually comes into contact 
with the cable is for a cable failure. 

Various items can cause a cable to fail. Our greatest 
concern is to repair the problem as safely and quickly as 
possible. A break or cut cable requires a splice. 

Recently the cooperative was fortunate to conduct a 
class on new splices available. The class was conducted by 
Bob Lemec of the 3-M Company. This class gave all our 
operations personnel an opportunity to splice cable and use 
the latest technology. 

This type of training will benefit all future members 
through safe reduced outage repair time. 

Providing the latest training is essential in the quality of 
service that you receive. 

Crimping the splice on the cable is being performed by 
maintenance foreman Art Armstrong and Keith Campbell, 
underground maintenance foreman. 

April 1986 

Groundman Bob Fisher (left) observes maintenance fore¬ 
man Jim Buggar as he prepares to cut the outside sheath 
before splicing. 

Bob Lemec demonstrates the correct splicing procedure on 
a piece of primary underground cable. 
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Four members have been reelected to three-year terms on the board. From left are John Butterfield of Maroa, Lewis White 
of Bloomington, Homer deckel of Delavan and Stephen Schertz of El Paso. At the far right is manager Jeffrey D. Reeves. 

Report on your annual meeting 
A financial restructuring plan that has been proposed to 

the Rural Electrification Administration would mean 
important savings for Corn Belt Electric Cooperative mem¬ 
bers. 

Corn Belt manager Jeffrey D. Reeves, in his report to 
members during the cooperative’s 48th annual meeting 
March 22 in Bloomington, said a plan submitted to REA by 
Soyland Power Cooperative and Western Illinois Power 
Cooperative would result in annual savings of $33 million 
for the 22 member-cooperatives of the two federations. 
Corn Belt is a member of Soyland, along with 14 other 
electric cooperatives. 

“The plan which was submitted to REA was a draft 
proposal only,” Reeves added, “and it may change signifi¬ 
cantly based upon the REA reaction to it. It is crucial that 
REA recognize the necessity of approving a plan that will 
allow Soyland and WIPCO to deliver competitively priced 
electric power to their members. Our bankers must be 
aware that still-higher rates are unacceptable.” 

A record crowd of more than 600 members and guests 
turned out for the meeting, held at Bloomington High 
School. 

Board president Ralph Kahle of Gridley updated mem¬ 
bers on the cooperative’s long-term power supply. Under 
agreements with Illinois Power Company, Central Illinois 
Public Service Company and WIPCO, Soyland now has a 
long-term commitment for a “fixed power capacity at a 
fixed cost,” Kahle said. 

“The agreements,” Kahle went on, “will allow the two 
generation and transmission cooperatives to purchase the 

Corn Belt genera! manager Nominating Committee 
Jeffrey D. Reeves chairman Don Rutherford 

output of 400 megawatts of electrical capacity from IP and 
277 from CIPS. This will be in addition to the capacity the 
two cooperatives will receive as part owners of the Clinton 
Power Station. 

“The long-term commitment of power supply from IP 
and CIPS provides the cooperatives with the most cost- 
effective way to meet the future needs of their members.” 

Four members of the cooperative were reelected to the 
governing board during the business meeting: John Butter¬ 
field of Maroa, Homer Jeckel of Delavan, Stephen Schertz 
of El Paso and Lewis White of Bloomington. All were 
elected to three-year terms. 

Kahle also reported on the cooperative’s electric water 
heater program, in which more than 500 members have 

CORN BELT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC., BLOOMINGTON. ILLINOIS CORN BELT ELECTRIC COOPEf 
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signed up to participate. In the program, members who 
agree to use the SEPCO 80-gallon water heater and timer- 
control for at least five years receive the heater and timer at 
no charge. “The cooperative is able to offer this program 
because the timers keep the electric usage from the water 
heater off the cooperative system’s peak usage,” Kahle said, 
“and the savings derived from keeping the electrical usage 
off the cooperative’s peak will be utilized to fund the 
purchase and giveaway of the 80-gallon water heaters and 
timers.” 

Reeves also briefed the members on the preliminary 
results of a membership survey conducted in late 1985 by 
Sangamon State University of Springfield. Corn Belt was 
among a number of the state’s electric cooperatives partici¬ 
pating in the survey, he said, adding that the University 
conducted the research, with Corn Belt providing its 
membership list for the random selection of names. The 
survey provides Corn Belt with up-to-date information 
about the general makeup of the membership, general 
member attitudes about the cooperative and consumer 
interests. All responses were confidential. 

Treasurer Lewis White of Bloomington said total revenue 
for 1985 was $14,661,558, up from $12,382,997 in 1984. 
Electric power costs increased from $7,903,005 in 1984 to 
$9,995,651 in 1985, he added. Net margins for 1985 
were $586,917. Taxes paid by the cooperative totalled 
$1,183,883 in 1985, he said. 

Following the members’ meeting, the board met in 
reorganizational session and reelected officers: Kahle, 
president; John W. H. Tompkins of LeRoy, vice president; 
White, secretary-treasurer, and Frank Thorp of Clinton, 
assistant secretary-treasurer. In addition to the officers and 
reelected directors, others who serve on the board are 
Myron Erdman of Chenoa, Thomas Johns of Delavan, 
Leonard Maupin of Arrowsmith and Janice Reimer of 
Carlock. 

Below: The Normal Community High School String Ensem¬ 
ble entertained during the lunch following the meeting. 
Bottom of page: Members enjoy the chicken lunch and the 
socializing after the meeting. 
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Electricity and the cost of gasoline 
By Jeff Reeves 

Over the past month, the price of gasoline has declined. 
It wasn’t too long ago that gasoline prices were escalating 
at a rate that industry experts were speculating $1.50-$2/ 
gallon range for gasoline. I have no hard facts of what gaso¬ 
line prices will do in the next 12 months or even in the next 
five years. 

The thought I am sure has crossed all of the member¬ 
ship’s mind is since gasoline prices are declining it wouldn’t 
be long before electricity would be decreasing. This may 
occur over the long term, but not in the short term. 

The greatest part of your electric bill is in fixed costs. 
Selling increased amounts of kilowatt-hours allows the 
cooperative to spread the fixed costs over more units of 
energy. Increased sales coupled with internal cost reduc¬ 
tions would enable the unit price to be stabilized. 

The next two to three years are filled with crucial 
unknowns: How is the cost of the Clinton Power Station 
to be passed on to the ratepayers? Will all construction 
costs be borne by ratepayers? What is the impact of future 

It's time to think 
about budget billing 

The bills you receive may vary from month to month, 
based on your usage. If you have a high winter usage and 
low summer, or the other way around, budget billing may 
help to average your bills. 

If you are interested in leveling your bill throughout the 
year, please contact the office services department for full 
information. Ask the person who answers your call to look 
up your usage on our computer. If your kilowatt-hours 
(kwh) do show big seasonal changes, you may want to have 
us figure a budget billing for you. Details will be sent to 
you regarding this program. Budget billing starts with June 
1 usage, thus we would appreciate your request for infor¬ 
mation during May. 

Your cooperative attempts to meet your needs whenever 
possible. 

Installation policy change 
Effective April 1986, the board of directors approved 

the following policy change: “All members of the coopera¬ 
tive will be charged the installation fee of $150, plus tax, 
for underground secondary service.” 

This policy is scheduled for review in the fall of 1986 
and any changes, if warranted, would be implemented in 
1987. 

As in the past, as policies are implemented, changed or 
eliminated, you will be informed through the Illinois Rural 
Electric News or Corn Belt News. 

acid rain legislation and its relationship to utilities? How 
will unknown growth in the cooperative service area impact 
the membership? These are just a few of the many ques¬ 
tions that face you and your cooperative. 

There would be nothing better than to report that the 
per unit cost of each kilowatt-hour is decreasing, but this is 
not the case. As I indicated in Report to the Members, pro¬ 
jections show the cooperative rates from 1985 through 
1994 will increase at approximately today’s rate of infla¬ 
tion. 

It should be pointed out that the greatest increase will 
come in the early years when the cost of the Clinton Power 
Station is phased into our rates. However, our projections 
also show that there will be no year in which rates will 
increase as much as 10 percent. 

It is the goal of the cooperative to continue to provide 
reliable service at the most reasonable cost possible. 

As always, your input is desired. Your comments, sug¬ 
gestions, etc. continue to help improve every aspect of our 
operation. 

Co-op audit report 
Auditors from the firm Ernst & Whinney spent a 

week at the cooperative performing the yearly audit 
to assure that all necessary financial procedures are 
being practiced. Below is a copy of the letter that was 
received by the board of directors. 
Board of Directors 
Corn Belt Electric Cooperative Inc. 
Bloomington, Illinois 

We have examined the balance sheet of Corn Belt 
Electric Cooperative Inc. as of December 31, 1985 
and 1984, and the related statements of operations, 
equities and margins, and changes in financial posi¬ 
tion for the years then ended. Our examinations 
were made in accordance with generally accepted 
auditing standards and, accordingly, included such 
tests of the accounting records and such other audit¬ 
ing procedures as we considered necessary in the 
circumstances. 

In our opinion, the financial statements referred to 
above present fairly the financial position of Corn 
Belt Electric Cooperative Inc. at December 31, 1985 
and 1984, and the results of its operations and 
changes in its financial position for the years then 
ended, in conformity with generally accepted 
accounting principles applied on a consistent basis. 

Ernst & Whinney 
Springfield, Illinois 
February 24, 1986 
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Winners announced in 1986 essay contest — 
Bethany Kauffmann, Bruce Criley to D.C. 

Co-winners of the 27th Annual Essay contest of the 
Corn Belt Electric Cooperative “Youth to Washington” 
contest were announced April 16 at Bob Knapp’s Restau¬ 
rant in Bloomington. They are Mark Criley, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Bruce Criley of Bloomington, and Bethany Kauffman, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John Kauffman of Hudson. Mark 
is a junior and Bethany is a sophomore at University High 
School in Normal. 

Selection of the two winners was made from among 10 
high school finalists. Students submitted essays on the fol¬ 
lowing subject: “Rural Electrification: Is the Job Com¬ 

plete?” The judges had a difficult decision, as all who 
entered the contest displayed fine ability, indicating consid¬ 
erable study, research and preparation was devoted to the 
topic. Parents and teachers were congratulated for their 
support on this program. 

“It is a privilege to send these outstanding young stu¬ 
dents to our nation’s capital. This tour is one of the finest 
tours of Washington, D.C., and I am sure it will be memor¬ 
able, as well as an outstanding educational experience,” 
manager Jeff Reeves told the students. Mark and Bethany 
will join approximately 60 other high school students 

representing 18 cooperatives throughout Illinois in Spring- 
field on Friday, June 13. They will travel aboard air- 
conditioned buses for the all-expense-paid trip to Washing¬ 
ton and will return June 20. 

During the week in Washington, the Illinois participants 
(Continued on page Wd) 

Essay judges, from left: Marianne Moffitt, director of Illi¬ 
nois Wesleyan University Writing Department; Gene Mos- 
bacher, retired Extension Advisory, Agriculture, McLean 
County; and Ray Weiss, member service adviser. Hi ini Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative. 

Ten finalists take Springfield tour 
Ten area high school sophomores and juniors were 

among 150 students participating in special “Illinois Rural 
Electric Youth Day” activities in Springfield on April 23 
sponsored in part by Corn Belt Electric Cooperative of 
Bloomington. 

Illinois Governor James R. Thompson proclaimed Wed¬ 
nesday, April 23, as “Illinois Rural Electric Youth Day” to 
honor these students from throughout the state who are 
finalists in the annual “Youth to Washington” tour contest 
sponsored by the electric cooperatives of Illinois. 

In signing the executive proclamation designating the 
day as “Illinois Rural Electric Youth day,” the Governor 
expressed keen interest in these young people who are 
concerned with the future development and welfare of 
Illinois. The essays this year dealt with rural electrification 
and whether the job was complete. 

Corn Belt Electric Cooperative’s group joined other high 
school students representing 12 other electric cooperatives 
from throughout Illinois in Springfield. Activities during 
the day included visits with area legislators, a tour of the 
State Capitol, a luncheon at the Renaissance Hotel, tours of 
the Old State Capitol and Lincoln shrines. 

Corn Belt salutes all who participated in the contest as 
they are all winners in the eyes of the cooperative. 
Although it is only May, plans are already being made for 
next year’s contest. Maybe you’ll be one of our finalists 
with a chance to go to Washington, D.C. in 1987. 

Essay contest winners, from left, front row: Missy Stephens, 
Sara swat i Kache, Mary Ann Cullen, Jim Nine bee, and Mar- 
celle Leonard; back row: Bethany Kauffman, Matthew 
Blakley, Mark Criley, Scott Frindeii and Andy Eider. 
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Hall, Beard complete journeyman lineman training 
Two fourth-year apprentices, Pat Hall and Dan Beard, 

have completed four years of the journeyman lineman 
apprenticeship of Com Belt Electric Cooperative and the 
International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers. 

What’s involved in becoming a jounmeyman lineman? 
The following is a brief description of the requirements: 

1. Must be in good physical condition and pass a physi¬ 
cal at the time of applying for the apprenticeship program. 

2. The first year of apprenticeship training will be in the 
work areas of first aid; tool and equipment nomenclature; 
basic construction techniques and learning how to climb. 

3. The second year of apprenticeship is in the work area 
of records; metering devices; low voltage energized lines and 
the use and operation of power equipment. 

4. The third year of apprenticeship is in the area of hot 
line work. This includes work on a pole and from an aerial 
bucket. The apprentice is under the supervision of a jour¬ 
neyman lineman on the pole. 

5. The fourth and last year of apprenticeship is a cul¬ 
mination of the three years, as well as training in tree trim¬ 
ming and underground construction. 

Classroom instruction is 108 hours per year that an 
apprentice spends after regular working hours. The appren¬ 
tice, over a four-year period, will spend 8,000 hours in 
learning and acquiring the knowledge and skill to become a 
lineman. The 8,000 hours is broken down in the following 
categories: 

A. Line work processes involving safety, first aid, tools, 
and equipment. This is 667 hours. 

B. All non-energized equipment involving climbing 
methods, tree trimming, and construction; including secon¬ 
dary, single- and three-phase primary. These shall include 
both overhead and underground construction. This is 2,000 

hours. 
C. Low voltage energized lines, involving setting single¬ 

phase and multi-phase meters, erection of poles, and use of 
power equipment, including the operating of hydraulic and 

Fourth-year apprentices Dan Beard and Pat Hall taking test 
to become journeyman linemen. 

Lineman Larry Young (left) and Dan Beard working on a 
pole. 

other power equipment. This will include both overhead 
and underground construction. This is 2,000 hours. 

D. Hotline work on single- and three-phase lines, involv¬ 
ing installation of transformers, arrestors, capacitors, oil 
circuit reclosers, sectionalizers and regulators; cover-up 
equipment; trouble shooting and emergency repairs; chang¬ 
ing of poles, crossarms and insulators, including use of all 
hot line tools, especially rope blocks and knot tying. The 
above shall include both overhead and underground con¬ 
struction. This is 2,667 hours. 

E. Familiarization with residential and commercial wir¬ 
ing, including power and contract wiring; various electrical 
measuring devices, including basic meters, multi-phase 
meters and recording meters. This is 400 hours. 

F. Work records, involving all records necessary in the 

completion of member connects, disconnects, meter 
changes, work orders and material charge out forms, etc. 
This is 266 hours. 

Your cooperative is fortunate to have a highly trained 
and skilled workforce. Whether it be the individual who 
answers the phone to the individual who works 40 feet off 
the ground, your cooperative is dedicated to providing con¬ 
stant training to increase knowledge and update skills and 
technology changes. All employees are ready to meet your 
needs in providing reliable electric service. 

Winners 
(Continued from page 10a) 

will join with nearly 1,000 other students from 26 states 
and foreign countries and will be participating in Rural 
Electric Youth Week activities sponsored by the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association. Their activities and 
tours will include the battlefield at Gettysburg; the U.S. 
Capitol and meeting with Illinois Senators and Representa¬ 
tives; the Smithsonian Institution; and many other national 
shrines. In addition, the highlight of the trip, they will be 
special guests at the White House. 
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Testing helps keep 
our equipment safe 

Recently, Delta Mobile Testing conducted a fluoroscop- 

ing test of one of the cooperative’s tree trucks. This test is 
designed to check the inside of the boom for any signs of 

cracks in the infrastructure of the boom. By using various 

tests and equipment, it was determined that everything was 
in safe working order. One of the most important tests is to 
assure that the boom is dielectrically safe. Maintaining 

equipment in safe working condition is important to pro¬ 
viding safe dependable service to all members of the coop¬ 
erative. 

PEAK DAY OF THE MONTH 

 HOURLY KW DEMANDS  

The graph shown is for the peak day of the month for December 1985January and February 1986. The peak day for each 

of the three months shown is at 6 p.m.-7 p.m. and 7 p.m. for each of the respective months. It is at this time of day that 

most people are returning from work and are starting dinner and increasing their demand for electrical energy. It is this 

demand that your cooperative is attempting to control. Demand side management is a concept that the water heater/timer 

program addresses. When the peak is reduced between the hours 4:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. without curtailment of services, it 

benefits every member. When demand is lowered, the bill that is received from our power supplier is reduced. This in turn 

will mean savings for all our members. 

Your cooperative, with your cooperation, is studying various ways in which to hold or reduce costs and continue or 

increase the service you are receiving. 

INC.. BLOOMINGTON. ILLINOIS CORN BELT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC.. BLOOMINGTON. ILLINOIS 

A representative of Delta Mobile Testing Co. of Kentucky 

performs tests on one of the cooperative's tree-trimming 

trucks. 
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MAC hears of timers, survey 
Manager Jeff Reeves critiqued the cooperative’s recent 

annual meeting for the Corn Belt Electric Member Advisory 
Committee April 8. He also reviewed the membership sur¬ 
vey conducted by Sangamon State University for Corn Belt 
Electric during the MAC’s regular monthly meeting at Bob 
Knapp’s Brandtville Restaurant in Bloomington. 

This 15-page survey touched on numerous aspects of the 
cooperative, from members’ trust in the leadership and 
management of the cooperative to knowledge and commun¬ 
ication of the cooperative. This survey provides important 
feedback that will be used by the board in development of 
direction the cooperative should take. 

Maintenance is an imporant part of the cooperative. 
After 48 years of existence, the care and maintenance of 
the system is of major concern. 

This year over 2,400 meters will be tested by an inde¬ 
pendent testing firm hired to test meters. The current board 
policy directs that every single-phase meter be tested at 
least once every seven years. 

Testing of poles is another important project. Every line 

Jerry DurfUnger (left), manager of member services, explain¬ 
ing the load management/water heater timer program as 
manager Jeff Reeves looks on. 

Manager Jeff Reeves (left) talks to Member Advisory Com¬ 
mittee member Don Doudeman of Armington as Stanton 
Malone of Mama waits to ask a question. 

that is over 10 years old is tested on a five-year cycle. There 
are approximately 42,000 poles in these categories. This 
year, the cooperative will test and inspect nearly 8,000 
poles. 

Rates and their effect on senior citizens’ ability to pay 
their bills was discussed. The cooperative maintains a list 

of agencies that assist members who may have a problem 
paying their bill. It is published in the “Illinois Rural Elec¬ 
tric News” and “Corn Belt News” at least once per year. 

Jerry Durflinger, manager of member services, provided 
an update on the electric water heater/timer program that 
the cooperative implemented in November 1985. At the 
date of the meeting, 563 requests had been received and 
approximately 400 were already in members’ homes. Very 
few manufacturing problems had been found in the Sepco 
80-gallon water heater. 

Jerry distributed literature explaining how load manage¬ 
ment operates. By controlling the peak demand through the 
use of a timer on water heaters the cooperative will be able 
to reduce its peak. By reducing the peak, it will save our 
natural resources, as well as be a savings to all members of 
the cooperative. 

The next scheduled meeting of the Member Advisory 
Committee is Tuesday, July 8. 

Just ask us! 
By JEFF REEVES 

It’s been a while since we have asked the membership 
about their concerns. It is virtually impossible to meet and 
talk with each one of you personally, but I do ask that if 
you have a question, compliment or complaint please let 
me know. 

Below is a form for you to use to ask your question. I 
will attempt to answer all questions in the future. 

Help us help you!!! Your cooperative is here to serve 
and meet your needs, but we need to know what they are. 

Date  
TO: Jeff Reeves 

My question or comment is: 

(Name Optional) 
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Safety meeting focuses on vehicle operation 
Safety meetings are an important part of the coopera¬ 

tive’s on-going safety program. It is essential that employees 
be trained in Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) and 
Multi-Media First Aid for the performance of their day-to- 
day duties. Another important aspect of off the job safety 
is awareness of current state laws that have been recently 
enacted that affect all drivers. 

At the cooperative’s most recent safety meeting, we 
were fortunate to have the services of Trooper Marvin Rut¬ 
ledge conduct an information meeting on the following 
topics: 

1. The Illinois Safety Belt Law which applies to driver 
and front seat passengers. 

a. Explanation of how the seat belt operates as well 
as common myths that are associated with seat belts. 

2. The Illinois “Child Passenger Restraint Act” that has 
been in effect since July 1, 1983. 

3. Driving Under the Influence — the law as of January 
1, 1986. How it affects each one of us and what are the 
penalties associated with this law. 

4. How to detect the drunk driver and report drunk 
drivers to the proper authorities. 

All of these items were explained in depth as well as a 
film shown concerning the use of alcohol and driving. 

We were reminded that driving is a privilege and not a 
right. That driving a vehicle impacts our lives every day. 
That we should all be aware of the responsibility associated 
with this privilege. 

Trooper Marvin Rutledge, public information officer 

Pontiac District No. 6, explains seat belt and child restraint 

law to employees of the cooperative at recent safety meet¬ 

ing. 

The chart provided by the State of Illinois is a guide 
showing blood alcohol content. 

All of us working together can make driving day and 
night safer. 

Blood Alcohol Content 
Number of Drinks 
(1 oz. 86 proof Liquor, 3 oz. Wine or 12 oz. Beer) 

Body 
Weight 1 

100 .032 
120 .027 
140 .023 
160 .020 .040 
180 .018 .036 
200 .016 .032 
220 .015 .029 
240 .014 .027 .040 

4 5 6 7 8 9 
129 .162 .194 .226 .258 .291 

35 .161 .188 .215 .242 
115 .138 .161 .184 .207 

.121 .141 .161 .181 
.144 .162 
.129 .145 
.117 .131 

5 .108 .121 

BAG to .05% .05 .09% .10% & up 

□ Caution 9 Driving Impaired □ Presumed Under 

Courtesy of your Illinois State Police 
Printed by the Authority of the State of Illinois 

60M 2-83 

With the aid of a flow chart. Trooper Rutledge explains 

exactly what occurs once someone has been stopped for 

DUI. 

Summer rates in effect 
All members billed on Rate 1 — Residential and Farm 

Service — will be charged the summer rate for usage 
between July 1 and August 31. The cost per kilowatt-hour 

is 9.75 cents, plus the wholesale purchased power cost 
adjustment, the Illinois Public Utilities Revenue Tax, and 
the standard facilities charge. Owner/consumers in the 
Town of Normal pay a 5 percent municipal tax and resi¬ 
dents of the City of Bloomington a IVz percent municipal 
tax. Reminder — use your electric power wisely. 
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Construction season in full swing 
The unseasonably mild spring that the area has exper¬ 

ienced, coupled with a lower interest rate for home 
mortgages, has led to an upswing in home building. Pictured 
is one of the cooperative’s underground construction crews 
installing cable in the Rolling Brook II subdivision, located 
in the far eastern part of the City of Bloomington. 

Dan Beard, 4th year apprentice lineman, preparing to install 
underground secondary pedestal that will provide services to 

new homes. Primary, high voltage cable of 7^00 volt, is 
buried at a minimum of 30 inches. 

Outage system anniversary 
On June 1, 1985, the cooperative’s outage system was 

streamlined. Two independent contractors were hired as 
dispatchers when the office is closed. On the first anniver¬ 
sary of this trial, it has been evaluated by the board of 
directors, management staff and employees and is con¬ 
sidered a success. 

Janice Sleeter and Larry Dawson have handled outage 
calls and dispatching of repair crews. Gathering the neces¬ 
sary information from the members and contacting the line¬ 
men to be able to respond in a safe and expedient manner 
is a tough task to learn. 

Corn Belt is pleased with the performance of Jan and 
Larry and also appreciate the comments received from the 
membership. As always, if you ever experience a prob¬ 
lem in reporting an outage, please contact the management 
immediately. 

We hope that this will be the first of many years associa¬ 
tion between Corn Belt and the present dispatchers. Their 
dedication has been outstanding and we thank both of 
them for a job well done. 

Office closing 
The office will be closed on Friday, July 4, in 

observance of Independence Day. 
In case of power outage call: 1-800-322-6541. 

Underground foreman Dick Albert makes final terminations 
on a transformer. This transformer will serve approximately 
six to eight houses in this subdivision. Secondary, low vol¬ 
tage 240 volt cable, will eventually be trenched into the 
house at a minimum of 24 inches. 

* k 

In the background are the outline of the two new homes 
under construction. Underground cable is just being 
installed at this time. 

Don't let vacation cause bill problem 
Vacation time is here for many of us and we would like 

to remind all our members to make arrangements for pay¬ 
ing their bill if they are planning to be away from home. 

Your bill is mailed at the beginning of the month and 
payment must be in the office not later than the 5th to 
avoid paying a penalty. 

Please make arrangements with a relative or neighbor for 
your bill payment or contact the billing department for 
information regarding your bill payment. 
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The diversity of Corn Belt's membership 
The map pictured is the approximate service area of 

your cooperative. At its longest points it stretches approxi¬ 
mately 80 miles east to west. With 2,765 miles of line, your 
cooperative currently averages less than four members per 
mile of line. 

Many subdivisions served electricity by the cooperative 
are extremely dense. Other areas one can travel miles 
between homes or farms. Yet together, whether north, 
south, east or west, the cooperative provides reliable elec¬ 
tric service at a reasonable cost. 

The future of this area of Central Illinois is experiencing 
ups and downs. Some urban areas are experiencing eco¬ 
nomic growth while rural areas are experiencing various 
problems. 

Your cooperative, as shown by the map, provides electri¬ 
city to diverse areas of Central Illinois. It’s available as a 
partner in progress, as well as a partner in problem solving. 
One of the most important aspects of the cooperative is its 
ability to respond to its membership’s changing needs. 

All of us working together can solve problems, discover 
solutions and formulate new methods for the next genera¬ 
tion of Central Illinois. 

Electronic gear sensitive to interruption 
installed on its lines that is designed to restore power auto¬ 
matically if no permanent damage has occurred. However, 
these split-second interruptions can cause electronic equip¬ 
ment to malfunction, leaving clocks blinking and warning 
lights flashing. 

Although most of these momentary interruptions are 
unavoidable there are several useful tips one can follow to 
eliminate irritating malfunctions. 

Tip No. 1 — When purchasing clocks, appliances and 
equipment with programmable timers, buy models with 
battery carryover or backup. 

Tip No. 2 — To protect sensitive solid state electronics 
during lightning storms, purchase models with built-in surge 
protectors. If you own equipment such as stereos, televi¬ 
sions, VCR’s, or home computers without this protective 
feature, small plug-in surge protectors can be purchased for 
a cost of $10 to $20. 

Tip No. 3 — When working with computers, store infor¬ 
mation into permanent memory periodically throughout 
the day so that it is not erased by a temporary outage 

(especially during bad weather). 
Tip No. 4 — Time-delay relay switches or manual resets 

can be installed on equipment that could possibly be dam¬ 
aged by immediate start-up after a momentary power 
interruption. 

Tip No. 5 — Before purchasing new electronic equip¬ 
ment consult with the dealer or check the operating manual 
for information concerning protective devices. 

INC.. BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS CORN BELT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC.. BLOOMINGTON. ILLINOIS 

Electronic equipment and appliances used in our homes, 
offices and on the farm can be extremely sensitive to 
momentary power interruptions. Some of these power 
interruptions are caused by lightning bolts, traffic acci¬ 
dents, and tree limbs brushing or falling on our distribution 
lines. However, most are caused by manual or automatic 
motors starting, light switches, loose light bulbs and other 
in-home usages. Your cooperative has protective equipment 
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Cooling can use a lot of energy 
To cut cooling costs . . . 

sSeJecW- -tUa, 
R6HT St'SSrej* 

Do you really need cen¬ 
tral air conditioning, or 
would room units used 
only when needed be 
adequate? 

Generally, the smallest 
unit which will ade¬ 
quately cool the de¬ 
sired area is best. 
Check for the efficien¬ 
cy rating before you 

/^Sub/vT'£ pucrd 

Insulation cuts heat gain 
where ducts pass through 
uncooled areas. 

up+ipSCAPC 
by planting the right 
trees on different sides 
of your home. Consult a 
landscape architect or 

ofrerJ 
Clean air conditioner 
filters monthly, and 
replace when needed. 

S£r -cne.WoSrTA.-r 
/vr 78° op. 
You should be comfor¬ 
table if you DRESS 
LIGHTLY. Locate 

PP-AW SHAPES, 
drapes or blinds, and 
close windows during the 
day to keep out sun’s 
heat. 

thermostat 
away from 
direct sun- f sf*)' ) 
light or heat V J 
from appli- 
ances. 

uf»e COOU^IGHY Aip- 
to ventilate your 
house. Open LOW win¬ 
dows on cool side of 
house. An ATTIC FAN 
helps force hot air out, 

Help lighten our load 
Your electric cooperative must provide adequate electrical capacity to 

meet energy demands when electric use hits a peak. As peaks get higher, 

more power plants are needed to generate enough electricity to meet this 

expensive peak demand required by consumers. On the hottest days when 

everyone turns on their air conditioners, you can help your electric coop¬ 

erative control its peak demand by turning your thermostat to a warmer 

setting. 

Shifting electric energy use to off-peak periods helps make the most 

efficient use of existing generating capacity, delays the need for more 
power plants and helps limit future rate increases. Help your electric coop¬ 

erative control summer peaks — and save money on your electric bill, too. 

You can do something about higher costs by limiting the use of your 

heat producing appliances on hot summer days. It will help your electric 

cooperative reduce its peak load at times when electricity use is highest 
(4-10 p.m.) and save your cooperative purchased power costs. 

CORN BELT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC., BLOOMINGTON. ILLINOIS CORN BELT ELECTRIC 
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Use Corn Belt's toll-free number 
The recent member survey conducted by Sangamon 

State University for the electric cooperatives of Illinois indi¬ 

cates that there is a surprising number of our members that 
are unaware of our existing toll-free number — 1-800-322- 
6541. 

This toll-free number is available for members’ use 24 
hours a day. 

1. Use the toll-free number Monday through Friday 
from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. for any information or 
question that you may have regarding the coopera¬ 
tive. It can also be used for reporting a power outage. 

Jake Jacobssen closes 
34-year CBEC career 

Arvon “Jake” Jacobssen of 807 
N. Evans St., Bloomington, 
retired July 8. Jake began his 
career at Corn Belt February 22, 
1952, as a tree trimmer. Approx¬ 
imately the first six years of 
working on trees was spent with¬ 
out the use of hydraulic equip¬ 
ment. It was not uncommon to 
spend 40 minutes to climb a tree 
to get to the proper position to 
trim or cut a tree limb. Being a 
forestry foreman has a great deal 
of responsibility for the know¬ 
ledge of various types of trees 

and how they can and cannot be trimmed or cut. With the 
delicate task of clearing tree limbs from the cooperative’s 
wires without taking too much tree to upset the member, as 
well as working in close proximity with the 7,200-volt line. 
While in the bucket, he must be aware of where the 7,200- 
volt line is, tree limbs and his co-worker on the ground. 

When the tree/tree limbs are dropped they must not fall 
on the other workers or on the power line. 

Plans after his retirement? In July, Jake and his wife, 
Phyllis, will combine retirement and their 35th wedding 
anniversary for a trip to England, Scotland, Wales, West 
Germany and possibly Denmark. Once he returns he plans 
to be active in volunteer work as well as around his house. 

Later this year, Jake and Phyllis will be honored at a 
retirement party in his honor. 

We wish Jake a long, healthy happy retirement. Thank 
you for 34 years of dedicated service to Corn Belt Electric 
Cooperative. 

2. From 4:30 p.m. until 8 a.m. the toll-free number is 
answered by the dispatcher for power outages only, 
regardless if it is a toll call or not. 

The Cooperative has two incoming WATS lines and it is 
possible during a major outage they may ring busy. When a 
major outage occurs, regardless of when, additional phone 
lines are manned and answered at the office. 

When 500 to 1,000 members are attempting to contact 
the Cooperative there are never enough phone lines, it seems. 

Your Cooperative encourages communication by all the 
membership. Let us know how we may serve you better. 

Corn Belt fair display 
This year’s McLean County Fair will be July 29 through 

August 2. Corn Belt Electric will have a booth displaying 
items of interest for all members of the Cooperative. Of 
special interest at this year’s fair will be a display of the 
water heater/timer program. We ask all our members to 
stop by and say “hello.” See you at the fair! 

Pole inspection 
This summer, as in the past, approximately 4,000 poles 

are being inspected and treated during June, July and part 
of August. 

This ongoing program not only increases system reli¬ 
ability for all members but also helps prevent injuries to 
linemen resulting from climbing decayed poles. All mem¬ 

bers benefit by having maintenance performed on a sched¬ 
uled basis rather than during a storm at an inconvenient 
time of the day or night. 

Postcards have been sent to members in the areas that 
are to be tested. The poles to be tested include service 
poles, meter poles and transformer poles that are located on 
the members’ property. 

No power outage is required and the pole testers possess 
proper identification. 

As always, if there are any questions concerning this pro¬ 
gram, please don’t hesitate to call on the toll free number — 
1-800-322-6541. 

Jake Jacobssen 
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Corn Belt's insurance costs 
As though all of us haven’t been bombarded with the 

latest crisis issue of insurance, your cooperative has not 
been left unscathed. Since less than 20 percent of every 
dollar you pay for electricity is controllable, the coopera¬ 
tive strives to be as frugal as possible. 

Insurance is put out for bid so Corn Belt can obtain quality 

coverage at the lowest possible cost. In the past, three or 
more firms would submit bids for our insurance coverage. 
This year only one firm submitted a bid. 

Comparison costs are shown below. What should also be 
noted is that the coverage is less in 1986 than it was in 
1984. 

INSURANCE COMPARISON 

1984 1985 1986 1987 

Property, Liability & Crime $34,680 $55,141 $71,683 p 

Substations 4,857 9,233 10,843 ? 

Workmen’s Compensation 41,297 41,514 70,948 p 

Umbrella 5,414 3,875 21,927 ? 

$86,248 $109,763 $175,401 ? 

City ordinance requires tank testing 

INSURANCE PREMIUMS 
The increase of 27 percent from 1984 to 1985 was 

viewed as a tremendous increase. The increase of 60 percent 
from 1985 to 1986 can be termed a crisis. 

No one knows where costs for 1987 will wind up. This 
insurance comparison is brought to your attention as 
another example of why the cost of providing electric 
service is rising. This cost has not been passed on to the 
members. It has been absorbed by the Cooperative. 

We hope there is better news next year. As always, we 
will attempt to keep you informed of any further develop¬ 
ment. 

In accordance with the City of Bloomington ordinance, 
the Cooperative is required to test underground, flammable 
liquid storage tanks every three years, by use of the Petro- 
Tite Tank Tester. 

Petroleum Systems Inc. of LeRoy was the successful 
bidder. It requires approximately four hours to test an 
underground storage tank. The Cooperative has two under¬ 

ground fuel tanks — one for diesel and the other for regular. 
The Bloomington Fire Department inspects the process 

to verify city ordinance compliance. Both tanks passed 
inspection. 

This is a small example of one of the various mandatory 
regulations that the Cooperative complies with that all 
members of the Cooperative pay for in their monthly bill. 

Left: Gene Brotherton, owner of Petroleum Systems, shows the variety of equipment needed to conduct the Petro-Lite tests. The under¬ 
ground tank must be full for the test. Right: Lee Thomas, Corn Belt manager of operations, listens as Brotherton explains how jet fuel is 
used to circulate fuel for test purposes. 
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Manufacturing problem leads to outage 

Damaged insulator 

The map shown of the circled area is of an outage that 
occurred Sunday, May 25, from 8:30 p.m.-11:52 p.m., 
resulting from an equipment failure. The specific piece of 
equipment that caused this outage was an insulator. 

Insulators are porcelain devices designed to hold wire 
atop a pole. On single-phase lines one insulator is used, on a 
three-phase line, three insulators are used. 

Less than five years ago, new three-phase lines were 
constructed in this area due to various factors. Insulators 
were required and used. No one was aware that a manufac¬ 
turing defect would cause insulators to fail. They do not 
fail at once, rather causing flickers, making power fluctuate 
and becoming an irritating nuisance. 

On Wednesday, June 4, from approximately midnight 

to 4 a.m., 237 suspension insulators were completely 
replaced. The time was selected to minimize the outage 
to the area shown. Nearly 100 members were affected by 
this outage. 

It is anticipated that all the mis-manufactured insulators 
on this line were replaced. 

The cooperative apologizes for any inconvenience this 
or any other outage caused this year. We are dedicated to 
providing quality reliable service. If you feel you are not 
receiving this type of service, please contact Lee Thomas, 
manager of operations, immediately. 

Station 78-4 problem solved 

Just east of the town of Cisco (see map) members exper¬ 
ienced a rather frustrating power outage problem. Listed 
below are the outages for Station No. 78-4 for a three week 
period in May and June. 

Date Cause Duration 
May 16 Lightning 2 hrs. 6 mins. 

May 26 Trees in line 2 hrs. 23 mins. 

May 26 Trees in line 1 hr. 38 mins. 

May 28 Trees in line/bad lighting arrester 2 hrs. 8 mins. 
June 5 Bad pin insulator 

(failed on 6/7/86) 47 mins. 

June 5 Lighting 2 hrs. 10 mins. 

June 5 Bad pin insulator 
(failed on 6/7/86) 1 hr. 16 mins. 

June 6 Pin insulator 
(early in morning on 6/7/86) 4 hrs. 20 mins. 

The outages shown are much too frequent. What caused 
this to occur? The primary reason was an insulator that 
failed. The picture at the top of the page shows what it 

looked like once it finally failed. Many times this failure is 
from the inside out and is extremely difficult to locate, but 
continues to cause outages. Compounded with this problem 
were trees blowing into the line. The 19 members affected 
were subjected to three outages the same day. We apologize 
for this inconvenience and appreciate your patience and 
understanding in this situation. 
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Above left: Lyle Hinshaw, maintenance foreman, uses a hydraulic pipe bender to prepare conduit as Bob Campbell assists. Right: Dick 
Albert (lower left), maintenance foreman, fastens conduit in place while Dan Beard (center), fourth-year apprentice, works on insulators 
and Don Golden, maintenance foreman, assists as conduit is fastened into proper place. 

Above left: Bob Fisher, groundman, operates the trencher for proper depth and trench line as Jim Coan, truck driver, assists. Right: Chuck 
West, construction foreman, uses a pair of "jobbers” to remove dirt that has caved in before wire is installed. 

Near right: Bob Campbell, truck driver, pre¬ 
pares wire for metering system at the Kappa 
substation. Far right: Jim Coan, truck driver, 
hand digs the final few feet for underground 
service to a new house in the Brookridge II 
subdivision on the east side of Bloomington. 

Usage test meter 
available for members 

Have you ever wondered how many kilowatt-hours it 

takes to operate an appliance? Your Cooperative has a 

limited number of meters available to measure what a 

certain appliance consumes in energy over a period of time. 

If you are interested and would like more information 

about this service, please contact Jerry Durflinger, manager 

of member services, for full details. 
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MAC meets July 16 
On Wednesday, July 16, approximately 90 members 

attended the third meeting of 1986 of Corn Belt Electric’s 
Member Advisory Committee (MAC). They met at 6:30 
p.m. at Bob Knapp’s Brandtville restaurant for a dinner 
meeting. 

Each member of the committee was asked to bring 
another member as a guest. Also in attendance were mem¬ 
bers of the board of directors and staff personnel of the 
cooperative. 

Manager Jeff Reeves opened the meeting by thanking 
those present for attending and reading the Member Advi¬ 
sory Committee objectives. They are as follows: 

1. Improve the overall communications between the 
cooperative and its members through direct contact. 

2. Keep members informed on items of vital interest to 
the membership, such as construction and maintenance 

plans, rates, and changes in the cooperative’s operation 
policies. 

3. Act as a sounding board to evaluate programs and 
activities such as member services, annual meeting, exhibits, 
essay contest and other cooperative activities. 

4. Bring other interested members to attend and partici¬ 
pate in Member Advisory Committee meetings. 

5. Help to continue to promote good understanding and 
friendly spirit of cooperation between the cooperative and 
its membership. 

6. Be a supporting and interpretive influence for the 
cooperative and the membership it represents. 

7. Participate in the committee meetings and serve on 
committee functions as occasions require. 

8. Help suggest creative ways in which Com Belt Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative can better serve its membership. 

The National Rural Electric Cooperative Association 
(NRECA) and the National Rural Utilities Cooperative 
Finance Corporation (CFC) may begin providing satellite 
package programming, and this was discussed. The coopera¬ 
tive will continue to monitor the developments regarding 
satellite communication and keep the membership 
informed. 

Jeff gave a brief history of the cooperative, the 10 coun¬ 
ties it serves, the 10,800 members the cooperative serves, 
and the districts directors represent. Corn Belt Electric 
Cooperative has 53 full-time employees and 47 part-time 
member meter readers. 

Although the cooperative annual meeting is over six 
months away, committee members were asked to become 
involved by assisting in child care, credential verification 
and overall registration. 

The Clinton Power Station was discussed. The last 
known date for load fuel was the middle of August, with 
full commercial operation early in 1987. Soyland Power 
Cooperative, power supplier for Corn Belt, owns less than 

10 percent of Clinton Station; the exact figure will be 
known once all costs are known. 

Rate increases were discussed. There are two types of 
increases. The first is called the wholesale power cost 
adjustment. This figure fluctuates monthly on all power 
bills and is not retained by the Cooperative but is sent to 
our power supplier, Soyland Power Cooperative. This 
allows the monthly adjustment to increase or decrease as 
items that are used to generate electricity fluctuate. Items 
that include fuel costs, labor, plant operations, etc. The 
second type of rate increase is the cost of operating the 
cooperative. This represents approximately 30 percent of 
your bill. The cooperative has not experienced an increase 
for its distribution operations since September 1982, nearly 

Manager of Member Services Jerry DurfUnger explains how 
timers on water heaters can shave "Peak Demand." 

Manager Jeff Reeves on the left and Member Advisory 
Committee member Kent Kleinschmidt of Emden discuss 
the water heater/timer program. 
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four years ago. Corn Belt Electric Cooperative does not 
anticipate a rate increase in 1986 and 1987 for its distribu¬ 
tion costs. 

Growth in new services will help the cooperative in the 
future. Line construction put into place this year will serve 
nearly 400 new members. All of those will not be energized 
this year and it may take a few years for all subdivisions to 
be completely filled. This additional growth should increase 
kilowatt-hour sales, thereby being able to spread the coop¬ 
erative’s fixed costs over a greater number of kilowatt- 
hours. 

The board of directors is currently reviewing a plan to 
have a lineman reside in the Clinton area or further south to 
respond to as many outage calls as possible from this area. 
If this plan is implemented, it is anticipated that the mem¬ 
bers in this area would receive faster response time in the 
case of a power outage. Nothing has been determined at 
this time regarding any timetable for its implementation. 

Rate 1 was revised earlier this year and eliminated the 
months of June and September from the summer rate. This 
will result in savings to members being served under residen¬ 
tial and farm rate 1. 

Jerry Durflinger, Manager of Member Services, explained 
the water heater program and its impact on peak demand. 
As of July 1, 451 water heaters and timers are in place 
operating. Members were reminded that they receive a 
$3.50 credit on their bill each month. Fine tuning of the 
program will have the 80-gallon water heaters off anywhere 
from 4:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. at various time periods to ensure 

that maximum reduction of peak demand occurs. 
Questions ranged from chances of possible brown-outs 

to why doesn’t the cooperative advertise the Condition 90 
program over the radio. 

The next Member Advisory Committee is tentatively 
scheduled Tuesday, October 14, 1986. 

Summer storms bring 
numerous outages 

During the first two weeks of July, thunderstorms 
caused numerous power outages. Storms vary in length and 
intensity and it was almost daily that the combination of 
wind and rain created problems with power lines. 

In one instance, in a mile stretch, three transformers 
were destroyed when lightning struck the line. Safety and 
protective devices helped to keep the outages to a mini¬ 
mum. 

Later in the month, within a week, outages were exper¬ 
ienced just south of Bloomington as problems occurred 
with an underground primary feeder cable. The finale to 
this major problem was when a substation transformer 
failed and became inoperative and will have to be repaired 
or a new one purchased. A new substation transformer 
costs between $40,000-$60,000. 

At the end of the month, four substations lost power. 
These were in the area of Lexington, Cooksville, Holder and 
Say brook. A major problem occurred by a power supplier 
and nearly 1,000 members were without power for one and 
one-half hours on a Sunday morning. 

Individual outages also occurred due to overloading of 
transformers and wire. It is not uncommon for members to 
add major appliances (air conditioners, welders and miscel¬ 
laneous motors) and forget to contact the cooperative prior 
to their installation. Transformer overloads were recorded 
when air conditioning was installed during July and caused 
a problem. 

We hope that there are no more storms that affect our 
distribution system. We apologize for any inconvenience 
this may have caused you. 

Check before you dig — outages may be avoided 
Just as you control the amount of electricity you pur¬ 

chase, you also have a degree of control over some outages. 
Recently, a subdivision resident south of Bloomington 

experienced a power outage. This particular subdivision is 
totally underground with service to each home at a mini¬ 
mum of 32 inches. 

The saying, “Out of sight, out of mind,” is applicable for 
most of us when it comes to the underground wires and 
could be true in the case of this member. 

The homeowner decided to construct a deck on the rear 
of their home. We remind all members that have under¬ 
ground service, before you dig, scrape or build to contact 
our office to check on the location of your buried cable. 
We’ll be happy to verify its location and locate it for you. 

The homeower, in building the deck, dug the holes for 
the supports, and put concrete into the holes for proper 
support. The problem that caused the outage was two-fold: 
(1) In digging the holes, underground cable was nicked, and 
(2) after being nicked, it was not reported to the coopera¬ 
tive to inspect and repair as necessary. 

The attached photo shows the concrete and the indenta¬ 
tion the wire made into the concrete. The finger is pointing 

at the black mark made when the wire had burned, causing 
the outage. 

Fortunately no one was injured, but considerable time 
was required in locating and digging out the cable. Please 
remember, contact the cooperative before you start your 
project. We’ll be happy to locate our underground cable for 
you. 

Where wire burned concrete 
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A term that is used more and more in utility communi¬ 
cation is an item referred to as “peak” or “peak demand.” 

To simplify the electrical terminology, it is when our 
members use the most electricity all at the same time. Sub¬ 
station meters measure this peak every 15 minutes and the 
usage is recorded as to when this occurred. 

This peak is the highest demand recorded at a given 
time. It is this peak that the cooperative is attempting to 
control. The reason is because two-thirds of our monthly 
power bill is based on peak demand. 

The peak for June occurred on Saturday, the 21st. The 
usage declined from 1 a.m. to 6 a.m., at which time people 

Two-week vacation won't 
Many people believe that when they leave on vacation, 

their electric meter stops, or at least slows way down, until 

they return. If they are on vacation for two weeks, they 
expect their electric bill to be cut in half. Before we assume 
our electric bill will decrease considerably during vacation, 
let’s ask ourselves some questions. 

Was the water heater turned off while you were gone? If 
not, it will continue to operate and maintain the water tem¬ 
perature even if you are not at home and using hot water. 

Were the refrigerators and freezers emptied and unplug¬ 
ged? Remember, these trouble-free, automatic appliances 
will continue to maintain preset temperatures. 

Some other electrical items that will continue to operate 
while you are gone are heating and cooling equipment, 
pumps, clocks, lights and such things as instant-on TV sets. 

August 1986 

started to awaken from their night’s sleep and use energy. 
As you can see by the attached chart, as we awakened we 
consumed more power, depending on the temperature and 
humidity. 

Peaks occur at various times but your cooperative is con¬ 
cerned with two time periods: (1) Summer — July and 
August (2) Winter — December, January, and February. 

These five months form the basis for rates on a 12-month 
cycle. 

It is important for all members to understand that 
they collectively determine the peak demand, which our 
monthly bill consists of. 

halve electric bill 
If you want to make sure that no electricity is used dur¬ 

ing your vacation, you can turn off the main breaker or pull 
the main disconnect. Just remember, when you do this, all 
your automatic appliances will stop. Your refrigerator and 
freezer will defrost, your electric water heater will not have 
hot water ready to use when you return, and your home 
may be too hot or cold when you walk in the door. It’s a 
decision only YOU can make. 

Just before you leave on vacation, read your electric 
meter. When you return home, read it again. You can tell 
how many kilowatt-hours were used while you were gone. 

Another reminder is that many vacationers bring home 
several days or weeks of dirty laundry. This laundry will 
give your electric water heater a workout during your first 
day or two home. 
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July's bill will reflect hot days 
The calendar above should tell you what your last bill 

contained. The July figures are not final but based on the 

above calendar, our projections are that this July’s purchase 

of sales will be higher than last year. 
July 1986 had 14 days of 90 degrees or over. Of these 

days, 13 were 70 degrees or above at night when it is bed¬ 

time for most people. It was not uncommon to go to bed at 

10:30 p.m. and temperature was 80 degrees or higher. A 

most important factor with the temperature is the humid¬ 

ity. Humidity impacts the temperature and each one of us 

differently. 

Did you operate your air conditioning often? Did it run 

all night? How about a dehumidifier? A dehumidifier can 

use as much electricity as a small window air conditioner. 

All the above should run through your mind when you 

check how many kilowatt-hours you used for the month. 

If you have any questions concerning your bill please 

don’t hesitate to contact the office. 

Let’s hope August is not warmer than usual! 

Office closing 
Corn Belt Electric's office will be closed Monday, September 
1, for Labor Day. In case of a power outage, please call 
1-800-322-6541. 
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WPCA varies month to month 
The wholesale power cost adjustment (WPCA) that 

appears on your bill each month fluctuates. The reason for 
this up-and-down syndrome is that it is based on the 
amount of kilowatt-hours the Cooperative purchases from 
its power supplier. The cost that the Cooperative is billed 
each month from its power supplier includes the various 
power plants that must operate and all associated costs. 
These costs are constant each month. They consist of 

nearly 70 percent of our monthly power bill. The other 30 
percent is in energy charges. 

The charges are divided by the kilowatt-hours. Any cost 
over the base charge is passed on to each member. Higher 
kilowatt-hour sales tend to lower the wholesale power cost 
adjustment, as the fixed costs can be spread over more kilo¬ 

watt-hours. Above is a graph of last 13 months’ WPCA and 
how it has increased and decreased: 

Chris Grotbo shows off award for Best Electrical Exhibitor 
and displays his grinder and outlet box constructed for the 
1986 McLean County Fair. 

Leroy 
student 
best 
exhibitor 

Chris Grotbo won a plaque for Best Electrical Exhibitor 
at the 1985 McLean County Fair. 

Chris, son of Mr, and Mrs. Roland Grotbo, Route 2, 
Leroy, is in the eighth grade at Ephipany School, Normal. 
A member of Leroy 4-H for the past five years, Chris’s win¬ 
ning project was an outlet box. Other projects completed 
were a grinder, electronic intercom system and a simple 
circuit board. Chris intends to pursue a career as an electri¬ 
cal engineer. 

Corn Belt Electric congratulates Chris on his outstanding 

achievement and best of luck in the future. 
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Energy sources 
Electricity is produced from: 

NATUBAL GAS 8.5% HYDHOELECTHIC 12.7% 

COAL 56.9% NUCLEAR 16.4% 

OTHER .5% OIL 5.0% 

Long-term perspective very important 
As members and owners of your own electric distribu¬ 

tion cooperative, its important for you to be aware of 
short-term and long-term items of interest. 

Every month you receive a bill for the use of last 
month’s electricity. This is a short-term measurement and, 
depending on the time of year, fluctuates with the weather. 
Many of us use such short measurement, as for instance the 
stock market, to judge the success of a specific industry for 
a specific time. This must be held in a proper perspective 
when compared to other items that are viewed to be 
increasing or decreasing. 

Have your property taxes over the past month, year or 
ten years increased? Has the cost of a newspaper remained 
the same over the short term? 

The point: don’t judge your rates by the short term. 
Look at the chart below from the beginning of the 

Cooperative through last year. This was taken from last 
year’s annual meeting report: 

Rates over the long term have remained very stable. 
They have decreased and it is important to remember that 
long term is a better judge. 

Judge a person’s life on our planet: Year by year, month 
by month, day by day, it is the short-term impact that 
builds to a long-term life that can be looked back upon. 

The board of directors develops short-term and long¬ 
term plans to maintain reliable electric at economical rates. 
Your Cooperative is constantly looking for ways by which 
to achieve this goal. 

9<r 
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7<P 
6 <t 
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2 <£ 
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Member’s average 
cost per kwh 

3.34 

9.13 
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Effective August 12, the Cooperative instituted 
the following change in its handling of meter bases. 
This applies only to the city of Bloomington and 
town of Normal. The following is taken from letters 
sent to members in the two communities. 

‘‘To be able to obtain a meter base from the 
Cooperative, you must present the blue copy of 
electrical permit of the City of Bloomington or the 
yellow copy of the electrical permit of the Town of 
Normal. 

This will be the only way you will receive a meter 

base at no cost from the Cooperative. Failure to have 
the blue copy or yellow copy of the electrical permit 
will result in the appropriate charge levied for the 
purchase of the required size meter base. 

If you have any questions regarding this proce¬ 
dure, please contact Manager of Engineering Services 
Keith Erickson. 

The reason for this procedural change is to stream¬ 
line our inventory and record keeping. 

We apologize for any inconvenience this has 

caused anyone. 

in meter base policy t K *, ^ * « 8 

Modern farming requires 
modern farm safety 

Electricity has played a major role in 
the astounding progress of American 
farming . .. helping make Illinois and the 
nation the leading exporters in agricul¬ 
tural commodities. But electric power 
lines present serious potential hazards to 

farmers who don’t exercise care when 
working with tractors, combines, balers, 
augers and other large equipment. 

Watch out for overhead power lines 
when you are driving or towing farm 
equipment. If you have young farm hands 
who are responsible enough to operate 
farm equipment, impress upon them 
the importance of carefully surveying a 
work area or travel route to ensure that 
power lines are well out of the reach of 
any equipment. 

Keep in mind other basic safety 
measures as well during harvesting opera¬ 
tions: Check out your equipment before 
you use it. . . . Make sure your helpers are 
familiar with the equipment they use. . . . 
Shut off power before unclogging or 
fixing a machine. . . . Wear appropriate 
protective equipment. 

One careless moment can cause a 
tragic accident. Don’t let tragedy strike 
your farm. Make this a safe harvest. . . 
for you and your neighbors. 

Water beds can increase 
your monthly electric costs 

what the amount of increase will be: (1) how warm you 
want the bed to be; (2) the temperature of the room in 
which the bed is located, and (3) whether the water bed is 

Most people aren’t aware of the cost of operating a 
water bed. A water bed is basically a water heater, due to 
the fact the heating pad lies under a water-filled mattress to 
bring the temperature up to a comfortable degree. The 
average size of these heating pads range between 250-400 
watts, according to the size of the bed. 

Many high usage complaints have been traced to a newly 
purchased water bed which adds $10-$15 per month to the 
electric bill. There are several things that will determine 

protected with insulation. 
The third item is one that most people never think of 

doing. Insulation board, such as 1/2-inch polyurethane is 
the best material to use. It will easily fit between the mat¬ 
tress and bed frame and will change the height of the bed 
very little. You must also remember to keep the mattress 
covered completely with warm bed coverings at all times to 
help retain the heat in the water. The less heat loss from the 
mattress, the less it will cost to operate. 
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Who hid the meter? 
No, this is not the title of a new board game, but rather 

a problem that continues to plague the meter readers. The 
title was suggested by one of the meter readers after finish¬ 
ing three days of frustration reading meters. 

Meters are to be located five feet, five inches off the 
ground, not six inches, or eight feet. “Ripley’s Believe It or 
Not” should see where some meters are positioned. In good 
weather they are difficult to read; imagine how difficult 
they are to read in the winter. 

Keeping the meter clear of poison ivy, brush and other 
obstacles is necessary. The meter is to be accessible at all 
times, day or night, regardless of the season. Furthermore, 
this includes building a patio or deck over the meter. Some¬ 
day a problem may occur in the underground cable under 
the patio or deck and a major problem will present itself 
when the repairs are undertaken. Not only will it cause 
problems moving in equipment (backhoe or trencher), but 

it will make any outage just that much longer timewise to 
repair. Please remember the meter must be kept accessible 

to equipment and personnel at all times. 

KNOW how much ENERGY 
your appliances use . . . 

. . and HOW MUCH IT COSTS 
to operate each one of 

these appliances . . . 

k'3 nof l-vard -Vo m'ske 'S rough 
e-s+im-a-Ve. of -+he. CXJSV of operaVion 
of 3n '3ppli'3nce-. 

\ ( 

you MUST KNOW 3 THINGS: 

WATT/vOe. 
of 

•appl\3"c.£ 
(Sec 

V 

poops 
WHAT 

You PAY 
USED per lou. Vr. 

•for a (MoW»*+ Iwri) 
mon+n •for 

/ Your N eJaofricify 
^ t&tirrvare/ (Use local rHe) 

V V 
WATTAGE 
(Pc appliance') 

Houp-S 
f fiaifnalcl per morrrk 

KATE, OPtAAfiNG 
(Vpc-Vw.K.) C03T 

4 

CORN BELT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC.. BLOOMINGTON. ILLINOIS CORN BELT ELECTRIC 

12d ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS 



Corn Belt Electric News LOCAL 662-5330 
LONG DISTANCE 1-800-322-6541 

00 
CO 

CORN BELT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC., BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 

Let insulation 
Adequate insulation is the most important consideration 

in conserving heating and cooling energy in the home. Such 
insulation will also contribute greatly to our comfort during 
both summer and winter. Insulation will reduce the leakage 
of heat into or out of our homes. 

Heating or cooling a house is like pumping air into a 
porous tire. With a fast leak you must pump continuously 
and vigorously. Similarly, insufficient insulation will cause 
your heating and cooling systems to work harder. With a 
slow leak in the tire, you are not required to pump so hard 
and can even stop and rest periodically. Sufficient insula¬ 
tion will allow your cooling and heating systems to slow 
down and rest. 

The greatest loss or gain of heat in most homes is 
through the roof. This is also the easiest area in which to 
install adequate insulation. Almost every home can hardly 
afford to have less than six inches (15 centimeters) of good 
insulation in the attic. Insulation in exterior sidewalls and 
in floors over unheated areas is also highly desirable. The 
greatest loss through a concrete slab floor is from its edges. 
Insulation should be placed around the entire perimeter of 
the slab. 

The effectiveness of insulation is indicated by its R- 
value. The R-value indicates the insulation’s resistance to 
the passage of heat. The higher the R-value, the greater the 
resistance. R-30 is recommended for attic floors and R-20 is 
recommended for exterior walls and floors over unheated 
areas. 

Consult a qualified contractor if you are not sure about 
installation. Care is required since moisture problems can be 
created if insulation is not properly installed. Remember 
that uninsulated houses leak up to twice as much heat as 
those properly insulated. Adequate insulation can therefore 
return substantial savings. 

Even with mild winters where the outside temperature 
averages 24 degrees F (7.2 degrees C), your insulation 
investment can be returned within two years and therefore 
give you an annual savings. 

A cold draft coming from a window or door can indicate 
air leakage in and out of the house. To eliminate as much as 
30 percent of your heat losses, install weatherstripping at 
movable joints and caulk around leaking frames. Don’t 
forget the attic door! 

A 1/8-inch (0.3 cm) crack around a standard exterior 
door loses heat through 29 square inches (187 sq cm) — 
believe it or not, this small leak can cost you over $14 each 
year. 

Air leakage from heated areas into the attic is especially 
important: 

a) Energy loss and cost — Since warm air rises, any open- 

work for you 
Percent Fuel 

Insulation Savings 
3 inches (7.6 cm) attic floor 26% 
2 inches (5 cm) exterior wall 8% 
2 inches (5 cm) under lower floor 12% 
Additional 1 inch (2.5 cm) attic floor 
and exterior wall 3% 

Additional 3 inches (7.6 cm) in attic 2% 
51% 

ing to the attic can cause a significant heat loss. A typical 
home may easily have 30 square inches (194 sq cm) of leak¬ 
age to the attic through doors and other penetrations. This 
leakage can raise your winter heating cost as much as 10 
percent. 

b) Moisture — Heated air carries moisture to the attic 
where it can condense and cause wetting of insulation and 
building materials. In our typical house with 30 square 
inches (194 sq cm) of leakage, over a gallon (3.8 liters) of 
moisture can flow into the attic each day, assuming the 
relative humidity is maintained at 30 percent. 

Look for leakage around loosely fitting attic stair doors, 
pull-down stairs, electric light penetrations, ceiling fan 
penetrations, vents, pipes, and air ducts. If your basement is 
heated, close off upper wall construction that is open to the 
attic. 

If your house uses a combustion type furnace, check to 
assure adequate fresh (outside) air supply direct to the com¬ 
bustion chamber so it won’t suck air in through windows. 

Winter bill problems? 
Any members who anticipate difficulty in paying 

their winter electric bills should contact the Corn Belt 
office before the bills are due. Your cooperative 
understands that unexpected problems sometimes 
occur. We want to assist you; just let us know in 
advance. 
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Outage dispatchers 
Efficiency key to restoring power 

It’s 3 a.m. on a stormy Saturday night and you’re with¬ 
out electricity. When you call Corn Belt Electric Coopera¬ 
tive’s toll-free number 1-800-322-6541 to report the outage, 
you won’t get a recording. Instead, you’ll talk with either 

Jan Sleeter 

Larry Dawson or Jan Sleeter, dispatchers for Corn Belt 
Electric Cooperative. 

Dawson and Sleeter were hired in June 1985 to work 
weekends and nights for your cooperative. In other words, 
they’re on the job when the office is closed. Corn Belt 
Electric office hours are 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. 

The dispatchers work out of their homes, in which 
special phone lines have been installed. Dawson lives with 
his parents but has a dispatching center set up in an upstairs 
room so the phone calls won’t bother them. Sleeter, the 
mother of four, works from a desk in her kitchen — away 
from family activity. 

When the dispatchers receive a call about an outage, they 
need to know the member’s name, location number, and 
the time of the outage. Then a radio call is put through to a 
work crew. The dispatchers then stay on the radio until the 
work crew has returned to the Cooperative. Both Dawson 
and Sleeter say sometimes the nights are long. 

Dawson recalls the night during a storm when three 
substations went out at once. “The phones never quit 
ringing. I couldn’t even lay the receiver down,” he said. 

Sleeter said the last bad thunderstorm she worked was 
on July 7. “I started work at 4:30 that afternoon and was 
busy answering phones and sending trucks all night. I 
finally got the last truck in at 4 a>m.,” she said. 

If inclement weather causes major damage to Corn Belt 
lines, cooperative staff members will be at the cooperative 

to open all available telephone lines. 
Neither Dawson nor Sleeter minds working the odd 

hours. They have worked out a schedule so both get time 
off. They work two days on and two days off and every 
other weekend. Dawson said he has always worked odd 
hours so it is nothing new to him. Sleeter, on the other 
hand, likes the odd hours because she’s a “night” person 
and would be up anyway. 

Sleeter spends her time off the job in what she calls 
“quiet” activities like sewing, knitting, reading and raising 
rabbits. 

Dawson thinks dispatching is a perfect job for him, A 
radio buff in his spare time, he talks on his CB radio trying 
to see how far away he can call. He has gotten into Canada 
and hopes to go even further in the future. 

The dispatchers went through an extensive training 
program to get them familiar with the system. Learning 
map coordinates and how to trace an outage back to a 
breaker were part of the training. Additionally, phone lines 
were installed in their homes about a month before they 
started so they could get an idea about how dispatching is 
done. 

The dispatchers are prepared only to answer calls on 
outages and to dispatch crews to repair the lines. They 
cannot answer questions about billing or other services 

Larry Dawson 

offered by Corn Belt Electric Cooperative. These questions 
have to wait for office hours. 

Corn Belt Electric Cooperative office hours are 8 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday. Employees are available 
during that time to answer any questions you have or to 
dispatch trucks to repair your lines. The numbers to reach 
are 662-5330 or 1-800-322-6541. After office hours, use 
the toll-free number to report outages to Dawson or 
Sleeter. 
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How To Estimate Energy Use & Cost 
The wattage of appliances (equipment) and the amount of operating 

time can vary greatly. The following information will show you how to 
determine where the energy dollars are going in your home. 

STEP 1 Since the cost of electricity is determined by the number of kilowatt-hours (KWH) 
used during a billing period, the first step is to determine your average cost per 
kilowatt-hour. 

Avg. KWH Cost = 
$ amount of electric bill 

KWH used 
EXAMPLE: 

$72 

1200 KWH 
$.06 per KWH 

STEP 2 Since the wattage of an appliance (equipment) determines the electrical usage per 
hour, the second step is to determine the wattage. 

The wattage of an appliance is found on the serial plate. But it is possible that the 
electrical requirements will be expressed in volts and amperes, rather than watts. If so, 
multiply volts times Amperes to obtain the wattage. 

EXAMPLE OF SERIAL PLATE 

STEP 3 

STEP 4 

Use the formula shown in the following examples to estimate usage and cost. 

EXAMPLE A. A light uses 100 watts and is left on 15 hours. How many KWHs are used 
and what does it cost you? 

L/IA/LJ 100 watts x 15 hrs. . .. ....... KWH use = ——  = 1.5 KWH 
1,000 watts 

Your cost = 1.5 x $.06 = $.09 or 9 cents. 

EX.\MPLE B. A microwave oven uses 1,450 watts and you use it for 30 minutes. How 
many KWHs are used and what does it cost you? 

1,450 watts x .50 hr. ....... . 
KWH use = ————  = .725 KWH or .73 KWH 

1,000 watts 

Your cost = .73 x $.06 = $.044 or about 41/2 cents. 

EXAMPLE C. A 1/2 horsepower motor on a ventilation fan operates for 8 hours. How 
many KWHs are used and what does it cost you? 

KWH use = 1 KWH per HP per hour x .5 HP x 8 hours = 4.0 KWH 

Your cost = 4.0 x $.06 = $.24 or 24 cents. 

‘Motors in the V2 HP to 10 HP range use approximately 1 KWH per HP per hour. 

To find your daily cost for electricity, divide your bill by the number of days ih 
the month. 

EXAMPLE: — = $2.40 which'is your daily cost. 
30 days 1 1 

To find the daily cost per person in your family, divide the daily cost by the number 
in your family. 

$2 40 
EXAMPLE: —^— = $.60 per person per day. 
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The new IRS Central Area Distribution Center 

Corn Belt serves 
Corn Belt Electric Cooperative is providing power for 

the new Internal Revenue Service Central Area Distribution 
Center located in Bloomington. This new facility will be 
primarily a warehouse, shipping over four million IRS 
forms to taxpayers and corporations in the Midwest. It will 
also serve district offices in 20 states and supply training 

new IRS center 
equipment for worldwide offices. 

The facility will have 40 permanent employees, as well 
as nearly 400 part-time workers. The new Bloomington 
office and new facilities in Richmond, Virginia and Sacra¬ 
mento, California are replacing eight shipping centers and 
50 warehouses across the United States. 

Co-op meter testing program is under way 
Electric Laboratories personnel from Mattoon are now 

testing meters at Corn Belt Electric Cooperative. The yearly 
program regularly tests meters throughout the cooperative’s 
system. 

In 1986, approximately 2,700 three-phase and single¬ 

phase meters will be tested. The meters are tested for 
accuracy and the electric service is visually inspected for 
any problems. 

We apologize for any inconvenience this testing may 
cause you. 

It’s time to get 
your house ready 

for cold weather 
.. .to get 
the most 
for your 
heating 

dollar 

0$ Put up the storm windows and 
storm doors. 

^ Make sure doors close tightly, 
^ to keep warm air in and cold 

air out. 

n Drain the outside water 
^ faucets and turn them off in 

winter. 

« Check insulation and caulk 
^ around doors and windows 

JU Make sure your furnace is in 
^ good working order and put in 

a new filter. 

These are just a few good ideas that 
will save you money during the 
heating season. We’ve got a lot 
more to help you get the most value 
for your energy dollars. 
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Dual Heat introduced 

This month Corn Belt Electric Cooperative introduces 
the off-peak or Dual Heat rate. Dual energy heating reflects 
Corn Belt Electric Cooperative’s determination to promote 
the wise use of energy by encouraging members to benefit 
from the advantages of two sources of energy. 

WHAT IS A DUAL HEAT SYSTEM? 
It is a system which combines two energy sources — elec¬ 

tricity as a primary source and an alternate fuel, such as gas 
or oil as a secondary source. Regardless of how you cur- 
rendy heat your home, a Dual Heat system can be installed 
and reduce your heating costs. 

HOW DOES DUAL HEAT WORK? 
This method of combining electricity and an alternate 

fuel raises the efficiency of your heating system and lowers 
your yearly heating costs. The electric unit will operate 
until the temperature falls below 15 degrees during the 
hours of 5-7 a.m. and 5-9 p.m., our peak periods. At that 
point, the secondary source will automatically turn on. 

IS THERE A SPECIAL DUAL HEAT RATE? 
From October 1 to May 1, all kilowatt-hours used in 

Dual Heat applications will be billed at 2.9 cents. Kilowatt- 
hours to be billed under the 2.9 cent rate must be sub¬ 
metered. The regular household consumption will be billed 
at your current rate. 

IS THERE A BONUS? LOW-INTEREST LOANS? 
A cash rebate of up to $600 will be available for any 

member converting to a Dual Heat system. Low-interest 
loans of 5 percent interest for 60 months are available to 
members who qualify. 

WHO DO YOU CONTACT? 
For additional information on the Dual Heat program, 

contact Jerry Durflinger, manager of Member Services at 
Corn Belt Electric Cooperative. 

Other utility rate increases don't affect Corn Belt 
This notice was in the 

last billing you received. 
This notice alerts you to 
the fact that, as utilities 
in the area announce rate 
increases, such increases 
have no effect on your 
Cooperative rates. Whole¬ 

sale power for Corn Belt 
Electric Cooperative is 
purchased from Soyland 
Power Cooperative. If you 
have any further ques¬ 
tions, please let us know. 

ATTENTION!/ 
IMPORTANT NOTICE / 

Corn Belt Electric Cooperative 
now purchases it's wholesale power 

from Soyland Power Cooperative. 

Rate increases announced 
by other utilities will NOT affect 

your cooperative's rates. 
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Serviceman assigned to south area 
Corn Belt Electric Cooperative members will see a new 

face in the south section of the service area. 
Lineman Pat Hall, who has been with Com Belt Electric 

Cooperative since 1973, has been moved to work out of the 
Maroa area. His region will be Region 5, which includes 
Clinton and Farmer City and everything south. This region 
also includes the towns of Argenta, Deland, Weldon, 
DeWitt, Cisco and Maroa. The map on the right page shows 
Pat’s new service area on Corn Belt Electric lines. 

The board of directors has been studying the feasibility 
of locating a serviceman in the southern area for over a 
year. It was decided to locate an individual nearer to the 
members in order to serve the needs of the membership in 

that area. This will reduce outage response time and provide 
greater flexibility in the day-to-day operation of the coop¬ 
erative. 

Corn Belt members are reminded that in case of an out¬ 
age call 1-800-322-6541. A call on the toll free number will 
dispatch the appropriate servicemen. Pat cannot answer 
calls at his home. 

Pat, 35, has lived in Central Illinois for a little over 20 
years. He started at CBEC as a groundman before working 
his way up to lineman, a position he achieved in April of 
this year. 

In his spare time, Pat enjoys coaching Little League and 
hunting. But, he says living in Maroa will mean adjusting 
some family activities. 

“My wife and I both bowl in Bloomington leagues, so if 
we want to continue that, we’ll have to do some driving,” 
Pat said. “And my wife volunteers at the David Davis 

Help for winter 
bill problems 

High winter heating costs can be a terrible burden to a 
family trying to live on a budget already stretched to the 
limit by other essential items such as housing and food. 

If your family is struggling to make ends meet, don’t put 
off paying your monthly electric bill past the deadline. 
Contact us before the bill is due so that we can help. We 
understand that problems sometime occur and we’d like to 
help. 

With you, we will review federal and state programs that 
are available to help low-income families and senior citizens 
through the high-cost heating months. We’ll be glad to put 
you in touch with the proper agency to determine if you 
qualify for assistance. 

As a cooperative, we’re owned by those we serve and 
we’re here to serve you. 

The following organizations will have applications avail¬ 
able December 1 for those who need help with their bills. 

Elderly or handicapped people can receive applications any 
time after November 1. 

You may contact: 

Museum, so she’ll have to give that up.” 
Pat says his two sons, ages 12 and 6, will have some 

adjusting to do, but they are anticipating making new 
friends in the Maroa-Forsyth school system. So, the Hall 
family is looking forward to the move. 

Pat expects to be in the service area by December. 
Having Pat in this area is just one way your Cooperative is 
trying to make your service better by having our line 
personnel more accessible to you. 

Just a reminder: Call 1-800-322-6541 to report your 
outages. This is the only way Pat or one of the other line¬ 
men can be dispatched to restore your service. 

Hall 

1. Tri-County Regional Planning Commission 
(serves Peoria, Woodford and Tazewell Counties) 
P.O. Box 2200 
East Peoria, IL 61611 
Phone: (309) 694-4391 

2. Central Illinois Economic Development Corp. 
(serves DeWitt, Logan and Piatt Counties) 
P.O. Box 846 
Lincoln, IL 62656 
Phone: (217) 732-2159 

3. Decatur-Macon County Opportunities Corp. 
(serves Macon County) 
1122 E. Marietta 
Decatur, IL 62521 
Phone: (217)428-2193 

4. Mid Central Economic Opportunity Corp. 
(serves Livingston and McLean Counties) 
1100 W. Market Street 
Bloomington, IL 61701 
Phone: (309) 829-0691 

5. East Central Illinois Community Action Program 
(serves Ford, Iroquois and Vermilion Counties) 
501 North Kimball 
Danville, IL 61832 
Phone: (217) 443-2705 
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New service area 
(shaded) 
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Maupin retires 
Leonard Maupin of Arrow- 

smith resigned from Corn 
Belt Electric Cooperative’s 
board of directors after eight 
years of service on the board. 
Maupin resigned from the 
board because he moved off 
Corn Belt’s lines. Maupin and 
his wife, Charlene, farm in 
the Arrowsmith area. They 
are the parents of eight 
children, six of whom live in 

Maupin Central Illinois. While on the 

board of directors, Maupin served as chairman of the 
Finance Committee and as a member of the Building Com¬ 
mittee. Com Belt Electric Cooperative owes a great deal of 
gratitude to Leonard for his dedicated service to the coop¬ 
erative. 

Payne appointed 
Rae Payne of Towanda has 

been selected to replace 
Leonard Maupin of Arrow- 
smith on Com Belt Electric 
Cooperative’s board of direc¬ 
tors. Maupin resigned his 
position on the board in May 
1986 because he had moved 
off of Corn Belt Electric 
Lines. Payne is the assistant 
director of government 
finance at the Illinois Farm 
Bureau. He has held this posi¬ 
tion for five years, working 
on issues of concern to agriculture. Payne is also responsible 
for performing research and developing programs on mat¬ 
ters of state and local government budgets and real estate 
taxation. He also works with county Farm Bureau commit¬ 
tees on specific problems dealing with finance and taxation. 
He is also secretary of the Local Government Audit Advi¬ 
sory Board out of the state Comptroller’s office. 

Payne is a 1975 graduate of Illinois State University. 
Before he joined the Illinois Farm Bureau, he worked for 
GROWMARK and the Illinois Agricultural Service Com¬ 

pany. 
In the past, Payne has been an active member of Com 

Belt Electric Cooperative’s Member Advisory Committee. 

Payne 

Koz/owski 

Stanley Kozlowski 
closes 41-year career 

Stanley Kozlowski, long-time employee of Com Belt 
Electric Cooperative, has retired after more than 41 years 
of service. His retirement became official on November 10, 
1986. 

Stan started at Corn Belt Electric Cooperative in April of 
1945. He worked his way up to lineman and became a 
maintenance foreman in 1952. He stayed in that position 
until 1979, when he transferred into material handling. 
Working in the warehouse, he had the dual responsibility of 
material and inventory control. Stanley strived to attain a 
system of near perfection; he was always looking to 
improve any and all duties connected with the warehouse. 

“If I had continued working, I would have liked the 
inventory to show no losses,” Stan said. Stan’s inventories 
very seldom were off more than a few hundred dollars, 
which is a feat in itself since the warehouse at Corn Belt 
Electric Cooperative has close to a half-a-million dollars 
worth of merchandise coming in and going out through the 
year. 

Stanley said that he has already started feeling the bene¬ 
fits of retirement. “I still get up at the same time every 
morning,” Stanley said. “But now I don’t have to hurry 
through breakfast or the paper.” 

Stanley plans to take a few short trips and do things he 
didn’t have time for earlier. He and his wife, Dorothy, just 
returned from vacationing in Colorado. 

Stanley said retirement from Com Belt Electric Coop¬ 
erative was not easy. “It was a big part of my life for a long 
time,” Stanley said. 

All of us here at Com Belt Electric want to wish Stanley 
and Dorothy Kozlowski a very happy and healthy retire¬ 
ment. 

Thanksgiving schedule 
Corn Belt Electric Cooperative’s holiday schedule for November is as follows: 

The office will be closed Thursday, November 27, for 
Thanksgiving and Friday, November 28. 

In case of a power outage, 
Happy Thanksgiving to all 
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Electricity essential to survival? 
In order to provide you with the best possible service 

in case of a life-threatening emergency, we need to know 
if you, your family, or your livestock are depending on 
electricity as a means of survival. 

If you or one of your family members relies upon 
an artificial life support system such as a kidney dialysis 

Nominating committee 
At the October 28 regular meeting of the board of 

directors of Corn Belt Electric Cooperative, the follow¬ 
ing members were appointed to serve on the 1987 
nominating committee: Don Rutherford, Route 1, 
Towanda; Charles Steen, Route 1, Towanda; Duane 
Johnson, Route 1, LeRoy; Melvin Schuler, Route 1, 
Lexington; Robert E. Hopkins, Jr., Route 1, Minier; 
Gregory L. Otto, Route 1, Danvers; Daniel Toohill, Route 
1, Wapella; Paul Malone, Maroa; David Neisler, Route 
1, El Paso; Thomasine Rolley, 2106 Oakwood, 
Bloomington, and Arlis Springer, Route 2, Delavan. 

The nominating committee will meet on December 
22, 1986, at the Corn Belt Electric Cooperative office 
in Bloomington to select nominees for election to the 
board of directors at the February 28, 1987, annual 
meeting of members. 

machine, respirator, etc, list on the form below. If we 
have to cut off power for maintenance work, we will 
attempt to notify you in advance so that you can make 
alternative plans. 

If you have livestock, such as hogs in confinement 
where electricity is needed to keep the temperature 
level, make sure we know. This way we have a priority 
record of the livestock farmers in our service area. 

Alternate sources of electricity, such as a gas engine 
driven generator, should be placed on standyby. We 
don’t have control over all power outages that occur in 
your area. Many times ice or wind will cause outages. 
For this reason, you should have a back-up source of 
power ready for emergencies. 

So take a moment and fill out the form below. In this 
way, we have a list of those members with life support 
systems and we can give you the priority you need when 
the power goes off. 

Name   Location 

Phone   Work phone   

Type of facility  

Do you have back-up power?  

Wishing you a safe and happy holiday season! 

DIRECTORS Thomas Johns Stephen Schertz 
John Butterfield Ralph Kahle Frank Thorp 
Myron Erdman Rae Payne John Tompkins 
Homer Jeckel Janice Reimer Lewis White 

EMPLOYEES Robert Campbell Donald Golden Tim Merrill Danny Stice 
Gary Abfalder Sandra Carlson Jerry Hall Mark Peterson Melinda Struck 

Richard Albert James Coan Patrick Hall Jeffrey Reeves Lee Thomas 
Sue Andrew Dolores Cook Bruce Hill Paul Roberts Terri Tibbs 
Walter Armstrong Lynn Curtis Lyle Hinshaw Edward Ruhrup Ed Weatherley 

Dan Beard Gerald Durflinger Dorothy Hocker John Sciutto Charles West 

Frank Borth James Dustin Keith Hospelhorn Dorothy Scott Steve Wheeler 
Marcella Brienen Keith Erickson Kathy Jordine Robert Smith Calvin Williams 

James Buggar Scott Farmer Frank Kinnison Ronald Stack Wayne Williams 
Michael Butler Robert Fischbach Ronald McGuire Jane Stegall Michael Wingett 
Keith Campbell Robert Fisher Rodger McKeon Julia Stewart Larry Young 
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MAC discusses dual heat 
Dual heat was the main topic of discussion at the last 

quarterly meeting of 1986 for Corn Belt Electric 
Cooperative’s Member Advisory Committee. The 
meeting was held October 22 at Bob Knapp’s Restaurant 
in Brantville. 

Jerry Durflinger, manager of member services, spoke 
to the group about the new low rate Dual Heat program. 
This program offered to CBEC members is for 
members who have or want to install two sources of heat 
energy: electricity as a primary source and a fossil fuel 
as the secondary source. The rate of 2.9 cents per 
kilowatt-hour is applicable to those kilowatt-hours used 
for heating. 

In other committee activity, manager Jeff Reeves 
spoke to the group about rate increases announced by 
other utilities. Corn Belt Electric Cooperative rates will 
not be affected by other utilities’ rates. 

Reeves also spoke on the possibility of CBEC offer¬ 
ing a satellite television dish unscrambling program to 
members. This will allow those members with dishes 

to benefit from the same services offered to in-city 
dwellers. Problems have surfaced recently with satellite 
systems because many pay television stations are 
scrambling their signals so that satellite owners can’t 
pick up the programming. Corn Belt Electric 
Cooperative board of directors has not approved this 
program and it is not expected to be available until next 
year. 

If you are interested in being involved with the 
Member Advisory Committee, contact general manager 
Jeff Reeves. 

Members of the MAC attending the meeting 

Bob Campbell closes out 21-year Corn Belt career 
Corn Belt Electric Cooperative 

truck operator Bob Campbell is 
retiring on December 31, 1986, 
after 21 years of service to 
cooperative members. 

Campbell came to CBEC as a 
truck operator in March 1965 
after working as a welder at 
Caterpillar in Peoria. He enjoyed 
working at CBEC because of the 
diversity of jobs. 

“We’re never stuck in the same place day after day,” 
Campbell said. “That makes this job real interesting 
because you do such different things in different 
places.” 

As a truck operator, Campbell worked directly with 

line crews repairing and installing lines. He operated 
the winch bucket which allowed the linemen to get up 
close to their work. 

Campbell says he plans to do some traveling out in 
the Northwest and down the West Coast. He hasn’t been 
out in that area in a few years and is looking forward 
to the trip. He plans to do some boating and says he’s 
got a lot of little things to catch up on at home. 

But Campbell says he’s going to miss working. He’s 
been working steadily ever since getting out of the 
service in World War II, so having a lot of free time will 
be new. He says he’s going to have to make some major 
changes in his life but for now he’s looking forward to 
a little relaxation. 

We’d like to wish Bob a very happy retirement. We’ll 
miss his work here at the cooperative. 

Bob Campbell 
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What is Soyland? 
We have had many statements in the Illinois Rural 

Electric News and in the monthly bill staffer that Corn 
Belt Electric Cooperative buys its electric power from 
Soyland. But many people are unclear as to what 
Soyland really is. 

Soyland Power Cooperative, located in Decatur, is 
composed of 15 electric distribution cooperatives — 
one of which is Corn Belt Electric Cooperative. Corn 
Belt Electric Cooperative is a distribution cooperative 
because we “distribute” electricity to our members. 
Soyland Power Cooperative is a generation and 
transmission cooperative (or G and T) because it 
actually produces or generates the power it sends to us. 
It generates this electricity by buying into several 
different power plants including the Clinton nuclear 
plant. 

Soyland was organized in 1963 by its member 
cooperatives in order to gain energy independence and 
control over wholesale power supplies and costs. 
Soyland has always been active to the degree that it is 
always seeking ways to find alternate sources of power 
for the members. Soyland bought into the Clinton 
power plant as it had an opportunity to buy power and 
resell it to members as cost. This is unlike the investor- 
owned utility which would have charged us its wholesale 
power costs rate plus additional money to ensure a 
profit. 

Members of Soyland can be assured of a stable, secure 
flow of wholesale power at the lowest possible cost for 
many years. Other utilities have been announcing rate 
inceases. These increases will .not affect Soyland 
members. 

Money stays in area 
There is no hemorrhage of local area electric service 

dollars when they are paid by users to their home- 
owned Corn Belt Electric Cooperative. Quite the 
contrary, all dollars received by CBEC, beyond the 
actual costs of providing service to consumers, are 
recycled back into the community as a continuing 
dollar nourishment for the local economy. 

There are no absentee investors in rural electric 
cooperatives. Corn Belt Electirc Cooperative is owned 
by the people we serve, and the service is intended to 
be at cost, just as it is in the case of any other kind of 
consumer cooperative. Therefore, amounts remaining 
after costs have been paid are looked on as “over¬ 
charges” that really belong to the user-owners, and are 
the property of those who paid them in proportion to 
their use of the service. 

These margins are used by Corn belt Electric 
Cooperative as member contributions to capital. This 
provides economical and necessary dollars for the 
cooperative, and at the same time emphasizes that 
user-ownerhship is much more than a cosmetic device. 
It is real and it is significant. 

Soyland refinancing means 
little change in CBEC rates 

Soyland Power Cooperative, Inc, out of Decatur, 
claims a savings in refinancing the loans used to pay 
for the Clinton nuclear power plant. Corn Belt Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative is a member of Soyland and buys its 
wholesale power from them. 

Soyland is able to do the refinancing on loans bor¬ 
rowed during the Clinton power plant construction. 
This refinancing is possible through a bill that was 
passed by Congress this last summer. Previous to this 
bill, Soyland would have had to pay a substantial penalty 
to pay the federal loan off early. Soyland borrowed the 
money at market interest rates of 10.6 percent. With the 
refinancing, the interest falls to approximately 7 
percent. 

The refinancing means Soyland will be saving more 
money in the future. And since the refinancing means 
less money going out of Soyland, Soyland member 
systems won’t have to pay the extra cost. 

Get ready now 
for winter storms 

Winter sometimes has a way of creating emergencies, 
especially when ice or snow storms cause power outages. 

Since it is impossible to know when an energy 
emergency will occur, the best time to deal with one 
is before it happens. 

To prepare yourself for any situation: 
1. Plan alternate methods of heating your home in an 

emergency situation through the use of a backup 
heating system in a well insulated room. A backup 
system could be a fireplace or a wood stove. 

2. Set aside enough water and food to get your family 
through any lengthy power outage. Suggestions are 
raisins, cookies, or any other food items that need 
no additional storage or preparation. 

3. Have plenty of batteries on hand for portable 
radios and flashlights. If we are experiencing an 
especially bad storm, CBEC will be going to the 
radio stations with updates. Also, keep a supply of 
candles and matches on hand. 

4. If you have small children, be sure you have plenty 
of warm clothing available for them. If you have no 
backup heating system, be sure you know of a 
neighbor or relative whose home does have a 

backup system that you can take your children to 
until your heat comes back on. 

5. Make sure your house is properly insulated now. 
Good insulation means less heat will escape dur¬ 
ing a storm. 

6. Know your map location number or keep it handy 
by the phone. If you have need to call Corn Belt 
Electric Cooperative during a storm, you’ll have the 
number ready for the dispatcher. 

December 1986 10c 



Above left, cherry pickers are used to work on the roof beams. The left photo gives an indication of the 1.5-million bushel 
storage building. 

Delavan Co-op elevator building new facility 
The Delavan Co-op Elevator, Brownwood facility, is 

constructing a new storage building for this year’s crop. 
The facility is designed to hold one-and-a-half million 
bushels of grain. A spokesman for the elevator says they 
will begin filling the facility as it is completed. Weather 
permitting, the entire facility should be complete 

sometime early next year. 
Many area farmers have been holding off on storage 

decisions until the facility is finished. Grain storage has 
been a problem all over the Midwest this year because 
of large amounts of stored grain still in the bins from 
last year. 

How dual heat program works 
Last month Corn Belt Electric Cooperative intro¬ 

duced the off-peak, or Dual Heat rate. Dual energy 
heating reflects Corn Belt Electric Cooperative’s deter¬ 
mination to promote the wise use of energy by 
encouraging members to benefit from the advantages 
of two sources of energy. 

WHAT IS A DUAL HEAT SYSTEM? 

It is a system which combines two energy sources — 
electricity as a primary source and an alternate fuel, 
such as gas or oil, as a secondary source. Regardless of 
how you currently heat your home, a Dual Heat system 
can be installed and reduce your heating costs. 

HOW DOES DUAL HEAT WORK? 

This method of combining electricity and an alter¬ 
nate fuel raises the efficiency of your heating system 
and lowers your yearly heating costs. The electric unit 
will operate until the temperature falls below 15 degrees 
during the hours of 6-8 a.m. and 5-9 p.m., our peak 

periods. At that point, the secondary source will 
automatically turn on. 

IS THERE A SPECIAL DUAL HEAT RATE? 

From October 1 to May 1, all kilowatt-hours used in 
Dual Heat applications will be billed at 2.9 cents. 
Kilowatt-hours to be billed under the 2.9 cent rate must 
be submetered. The regular household consumption 
will be billed at your current rate. 

IS THERE A BONUS? LOW-INTEREST LOANS? 

A cash rebate of up to $600 will be available for any 
member converting to a Dual Heat system. Low-interest 
loans of 5 percent interest for 60 months are available 
to members who qualify. 

WHO DO YOU CONTACT? 

For additional information on the Dual Heat pro¬ 
gram, contact Jerry Durflinger, manager of Member 
Services at Corn Belt Electric Cooperative. 

Office closing 
The office will be closed Thursday, December 25, and 

Friday, December 26, for Christmas. 
We will also be closed Thursday, January 1, 

and Friday, January 2, for the New Year. 
In case of an outage, please call 1-800-322-6541. 

Have a happy holiday!! 
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