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Attention high school juniors^ 

Win a golden trip 
to Washington 
^—n- 

You can win a week-long trip to 
Washington, D.C., June 7-11. Join 
hundreds of young people from across 
the country. Tour historic monuments 
and museums. Meet Congressmen and 
Senators. Eat, dance and mingle with 
delegates from approximately 30 
states on Rural Electric Youth Day, 
June 12. 

It’s a week you’ll never forget — the 
1985 Rural Electric Youth Tour. 

If you attend classes at Anna- 
Jonesboro, Century, Cobden, Dongola, 
Egyptian, Goreville, Joppa, Meridian, 
Metropolis, Shawnee or Vienna, you 
are encouraged to submit an entry in 
the Southern Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 

tive 1985 Essay Contest. One boy and 
one girl will win an all-expense-paid 
trip to Washington, D.C., June 7 
through 11. This trip is well planned 
and chaperoned and is designed to be 
both enjoyable and educational. 

Participation in this exciting pro¬ 
gram is made possible by tl]e sponsor¬ 
ship of the board of directors of 
Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative. 
Each year they elect to award this trip 
to the boy and girl winners of the 
essay contest. Through their entry in 
this competition, the youth of our 
area enhance their knowledge of their 
local electric cooperative and the 
cooperative movement as a whole. 

This “Transfusion of Youth” allows a 
new generation to “take a hand” in 
the exciting adventure of cooperation. 

In addition to the trip to Wash¬ 
ington, the winners will accompany 
five boys and five girls on one-day, 
expense-paid trips to Springfield. The 
trip to the state capital is their conso¬ 
lation prize for having been chosen as 
runners-up in the essay competition. 

Winners of this Springfield trip will 
join about 100 other Illinois students 
on April 24 for “Illinois Rural Electric 
Youth Day” activities. This day 
includes guided tours of the Illinois 
State Capitol, Lincoln Shrines and 
other points of interest. 
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Southern's 1985 contest 
Any high school student (except members of the immediate family of a board 

member or employee of Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative) in his or her 
11th year (junior), enrolled in any high school in the area served by this coopera¬ 
tive may enter. 

Contestants will be required to write an essay of not less than 600 words and 
not more than 1,000 words entitled “Electric Cooperatives: 50 Years of Service 
to Rural America.” The essay should be typed on 8V2 by 11-inch paper, double¬ 
spaced, one side only. 

Your entry blank must be postmarked or received in the office of Southern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative, Dongola, Illinois 62926 not later than March 1. 
Essays must be in the office or postmarked by March 15. 

No less than three judges will be used to score the written essays. We feel that 
cooperative personnel should act as advisers to the judges on accuracy of facts. 
All identification is removed from the essays prior to the judging. Judging must 
be completed by March 29. The following point system will be used: student’s 
knowledge of the subject is 50 percent, originality of paper is 25 percent, and 
composition (organization, word choice, spelling, etc.) is 25 percent. 

Contestants will not be present for the judging. There will be a dinner with 
the judges, trip winners, their parents, school superintendents or principals, 
English instructors and cooperative personnel present. There will be no oral 
presentation except for those of the first place winners at the dinner meeting. 

Second, third, fourth, fifth and sixth place winners (five boys and five girls) 
will be awarded a trip to Springfield on “Illinois Rural Electric Youth Day” on 
April 25, where activities will include a tour of the Illinois State Capitol, visit to 
the Home of Lincoln, tours of several shrines, tour of the House and Senate 
chambers, and a visit to the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives. All 
entries will receive certificates of award. 

In the event that either first place winners would be unable to take the trip to 
Washington, D.C. June 7-14, the second-place winner will go as alternate. 

The cooperative will furnish contest details to school superintendents and 
English departments this month. Research materials will be furnished upon 
receipt of the official entry form. 

1984 YOUTH TOUR WINNERS 

Power usage 
buyer's choice 

When you plug in an electric appli¬ 
ance or flip a light switch, you are 
making a buyer’s decision to purchase 
electricity. You may not be as con¬ 
scious of your purchase as you would 
be if you were at a store, but, just the 
same, you’re buying a commodity. 
And when your bill arrives and you see 
that you bought more than you 
intended, it’s too late to do anything 
about it. 

Part of the problem with higher- 
than-expected usage is that clean, 
efficient electricity is so convenient to 
use. It’s become such a major part of 
modern life that we tend to forget the 
costs attached to the bundle of 
wonderful services that electricity 
provides. And that may cause you to 
use more electricity than is really 
needed. 

The first step toward efficient 
energy use is to be aware of your usage 
habits. Every time you flip a light 
switch or plug in an appliance, ask 
yourself, “Is this the best buy for 
my energy dollar?” If electricity is 
helping you save hours of tedious 
labor, the answer is yes. If electricity is 
operating a television and lamp in an 
empty room, you’re throwing money 
away. 

Believing is key 
Whatever excellence your mind can 

conceive — and believe — you can 
achieve! Make no small plans. There is 
nothing in them to excite men’s souls. 
If you think you can or you can’t, 
you’re right! What you believe your¬ 
self to be, you are. 

Be your own best friend. Affirm 
only good things about yourself. To 
accomplish great things you must only 
believe you can. Believing is the key. 
If you don’t go out on a limb, you’re 
never going to get the fruit. There is a 
gold mine within you from which you 
can extract everything you need. 

Office closing 
The SIEC office will be closed 

Tuesday, Feb. 12, to honor Abra¬ 
ham Lincoln, and on Monday, Feb. 
18, to honor George Washington. 
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HOLIDAY 
SPECIALS! 

Potscrubber 
Dishwasher 

Spacemaker 
Microwave Oven 

with Auto Roast 
Control 

Extra-wide oven 
Eye-level touch controls 
Auto Roast feature uses the MicroThermometerTI 

temperature probe 
Cook Code™ control—provides a short-cut 
method to programming cooking time and 
power level 
Two position shelf 
Time of day clock 
Time or temperature 
cooking 
10 power levels 
Cooktop light 
Built-in exhaust system 
with two-speed fan 

WAS 
NOW 

SAVE 

$640 
$590 
$ 50 

with Temperature 
Sensor System 

• Temperature Sensor System automatically 
heats the water during the main wash cycle to 
get your dishes sparkling clean, using inlet 
water temperatures as low as 120° F. 

• 7-cycle selections including POTSCRUBBER 
cycle. 

• Energy saver dry option, 
low energy convection 
drying. 

• Deluxe deep rack. 

• Reversible color panels. 

• Sound insulated. 
•DELIVERY AND INSTALLATION 
AVAILABLE AT EXTRA COST. 

WAS $480 
NOW $450* 

SAVE $ 30 

GE. WE BRING GOOD THINGS TO LIFE. GE .WE BRING GOOD THINGS TO LIFE. 
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Taxes on Social Security Assistance on 
stray voltage 

Dairy farmers and livestock produc¬ 

ers who think they have a problem 
with stray voltage on their farm should 
contact Ron Medlin, Member Services 
Director, Southern Illinois Electric 
Coop., Dongola, phone 618/827-3555. 

To report 
on outage 

To report outages during office 
hours, call: 827-3 555 

To report outages after hours 
(nights, weekends, holidays), call: 
Dongola, 827-3689 Carl George 
Dongola, 827-3 579 Ron Medlin 
Dongola, 827-4202 Ken Corzine 
Metropolis area: 
Metropolis, 524-2380 Leonard Martin 
Metropolis, 524-5627 Perry Dailey 

Either the Dongola or Metropolis 
area may communicate via two-way 
radio (between each other) in case of 
emergencies when any of these num¬ 
bers cannot be reached. 

SOUTHERN ILLINOIS 
ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 

Telephone: 827-3 555 Box 97 
DONGOLA, ILLINOIS 62926 

Wind chill and 
its dangers 

Now that winter is well under way, 
we’ve been hearing weather reports 
warning of the wind chill factor. But 
what is wind chill and how does it 
affect us? 

In the summer, when a breeze 
blows over a sweat-covered arm, that 
arm feels cooler. The same applies in 
the winter. The harder the wind blows, 
the faster the body loses heat. People, 
in turn, feel colder as wind speed 
increases. What is comfortable in a 
coat at 30 degrees feels like a bone- 

chilling 16 degrees with just a 10-mile- 
per-hour wind. 

Wind chill also affects homes and 
buildings. A windbreak of trees or 
other buildings will result in a warmer 
home or working area, or even a 
warmer shelter for animals. 

The next time you take a look at 
your outdoor temperature, be sure to 
see how hard the wind is blowing and 
dress accordingly. 

By ROBERT R. DRONE 
District Manager 

Carbondale Social Security Office 
Social Security will be subject to 

federal income tax for about 10 per¬ 
cent of those who receive benefits in 
Southern Illinois during 1984. But, 
Social Security will remain exempt 
from federal income tax for nine out 
of 10 beneficiaries. 

Persons in higher income brackets 
could pay income tax on up to one- 
half of their Social Security. But, no 
one will be taxed on more than one- 
half of their payments. 

Every Social Security beneficiary 
will receive a statement showing the 
amount of benefits paid during 1984. 
Statements will be mailed during 
January and will be similar to the ones 
received from banks and other finan¬ 
cial institutions. For most recipients, 
the statement will have no significance 
except showing the amount of Social 
Security paid during 1984. But, for 
the one out of ten who has substantial 
income, the amount from the state¬ 
ment must be considered when filing 
an income tax return. 

A single taxpayer must have more 
than $25,000 base income and a mar¬ 
ried couple must have more than 
$32,000 before Social Security is 
taxed. Married taxpayers who lived 
with their spouse at anytime during 
the year and file separate returns will 
have a zero dollar base. Base income 

consists of adjusted gross income, plus 
tax-exempt interest, plus one-half of 
the Social Security payments. 

Taxpayers will be subject to tax on 
the lower of two things, either the 
amount that their income exceeds the 
base or one-half of their Social Secur¬ 
ity. No more than one-half of Social 
Security payments will be taxable. 

Social Security beneficiaries who 
do not exceed their base amounts can 
disregard the statement received dur¬ 
ing January. Persons who exceed the 
base amounts will use the statement to 
complete their tax liability, but it 
should not be mailed with their tax 
return. IRS form “Notice 703” will 
be mailed with each benefit statement. 
This form provides a simple test to 
determine if a taxpayer has a tax 
liability on Social Security benefits. 

Persons who have questions about 
their tax liability sould either consult 
their accountant or contact their near¬ 
est IRS office. IRS offers toll-free 
phone advice to residents of Southern 
Illinois — 1-800- 424-1040. Questions 
about the accuracy of the statement 
should be directed to the toll-free 
service provided by Social Security — 
1-900-200-1099. 

The Carbondale Social Security 
office has a free pamphlet entitled, 
“Part of Your Benefits May Be Tax¬ 
able.” A copy can be requested by 
phoning 457-3618 or writing them at 
250 W. Cherry, Carbondale, IL 61901. 

How to calculate wind chill factor 
Estimated 

ACTUAL THERMOMETER READING 0 F. 

Wind Speed 
MPH 50 40 30 20 10 0 -10 -20 -30 -40 -SO -60 

EQUIVALENT THERMOMETER °F 

Calm 50 40 30 20 10 0 -10 - 20 -30 -40 -50 -60 

5 48 37 27 16 6 -5 -15 - 26 -36 -47 -57 -68 

10 40 28 16 4 - 9 -21 | -33 -46 -58 -70 j -83 -95 

15 36 22 9 -5 - 18 j -36 -45 -58 -72 
1 -85 -99 -112 

30 32 18 4 - 10 -25 -39 -53 -67 -82 -96 - 110 - 124 

25 30 16 0 - 15 -29 -44 -59 - 74 -88 - 104 - 118 -133 

30 28 13 - 2 - 18 -33 -48 -63 - 79 - 94 - 109 -125 -140 

35 27 1 1 - 4 - 20 -35 - 49 67 - 82 -98 - 113 - 129 -145 

40 26 10 - 6 - 21 - 37 -53 -69 -85 - 100 - 116 - 132 - 148 

Wind Speeds greater 
than 40 MPH have 
little additional 
effect 

LITTLE DANGER 
FOR PROPERLY 
CLOTHED 
PERSON 

INCREASING GREAT DANGER 
DANGER 

DANGER FROM FREEZING OF EXPOSED FLESH 

To use the chart, find the estimated or actual wind speed in the left-hand column and 
the actual temperature in degrees F. in the top row. The equivalent temperature is found 
where these two intersect. For example, with a wind speed of 10 mph and a temperature 
of -10°F, the equivalent temperature is -33°F. This lies within the zone of increasing danger 
of frostbite, and protective measures should be taken. 
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Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

To advance the position of agriculture ... to enrich the 
life of the community ... to free men and women from the 
heavy drudgery of the farm . . . this electric system was 
erected in cooperation with their federal government by 
farmers of the neighborhood to whom it supplies the limit¬ 
less service of electricity. 

ORGANIZATION AND GROWTH 

On Oct. 27, 1938, delegates from Alexander, Pulaski, 
Union, Johnson and Massac counties met and established a 
headquarters at Mounds. They secured a state charter as a 
“corporation not for profit.” They began signing up mem¬ 
bers for the Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative, the 
name by which the new organization was called. 

Funds were made available through the loan from the 
REA, and by September 1939, 200 miles of line was under 
construction. Another loan was made in September and in 

December construction was started on 135 miles more of 
line. 

As detailed work piled up a project superintendent was 
hired, and later a secretary, bookkeeper, and lineman were 
added. On Nov. 11, 1939, headquarters was moved into a 
building in Dongola, a more central location. 

By 1940, the rate of growth of our cooperative neces¬ 
sitated more room. Land was purchased north of Dongola, One of the first homes connected to Si EC 
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SIEC Social Security changes 
f1 a building erected and moved into in January 1947. Later a 

newer and larger building was built and moved into on by R.R. DRONE j 

Nov. 1, 1951. During the war, scarcity of materials and District Manager 

manpower slowed construction. After the war, securing Carbondale Social Security Office J 
J materials remained a serious problem and it wasn’t until A recent change in the Social Security law is important 1 

'j 1948 that construction got under way again. As the end of :or many people with mental impairments. The Social 

j 1951 rolled past, Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative had Security Administration must establish new rules by early 

1,5 56 miles of line energized and was serving 5,473 mem- 1985 for evaluating mental impairments in the Social 

bers. Security and Supplemental Security Income (SSI) pro- 

Through the following years the cooperative has grams. Here are ways people may be affected by the 

a expanded in service and increased in value. The following change: i 

" chart tells the story of our cooperative. 1. New applicants — Until the new rules are in use, men- ] 
***** tally impaired people who file disability applications 

Utility Miles Active wiH have their claims decided under current rules. If a claim 1 

Year Plant Values of Line Connections is allowed, benefits can begin. If it cannot be allowed, the | 

1939 under const. 200 •0- claim will be reviewed automatically for a possible allow- ; 
J 1940 $ 40,959 314 782 ance when the new rules are established. * 

S 1941 352,641 314 1,009 2. Prior denials and terminations — Mentally impaired 

1 1942 439,611 314 1,110 people who had an appeal of a termination decision pend- 5 

!; 1943 476,202 420 1,320 ing on or after June 7, 1983 will have their cases auto- 

1 1944 514,430 425 1,611 matically reviewed when the new rules are in effect. How- 

1945 553,406 475 1,941 ever most mentally impaired people whose disability 

1946 624,394 600 2,303 benefits were denied or stopped for medical reasons 

1947 1,009,630 682 2,618 between March 1, 1981 and October 9, 1984 need to ! 

1948 1,386,275 1,300 3,828 reapply to get a decision under the new rules. If they do so 1 

1949 2,375,869 1,369 4,857 by October 9, 1985, the application may be considered to 

1950 2,776,802 1,456 5,225 have been filed at the time of the latest denial or termina- 
1951 3,226,810 1,550 5,473 tion. Should the claim be allowed, Social Security benefits " 

1952 3,457,104 1,569 5,749 could be retroactive up to 12 months from the date of the | 

1953 3,560,079 1,577 5,978 new application. Anyone wishing to reapply should contact 

| 1954 3,710,517 1,597 6,105 any Social Security office for more information and to ij 

j 195 5 3,851,968 1,632 6,021 avoid the possible loss of benefits. ; 

J 1956 3,986,388 1,635 6,002 If you wish more information about the new rules for 

j 1966 5,329,683 1,738 6,447 evaluating mental impairments or about other changes in 
^ 1967 5,560,002 1,743 6,478 the Social Security law for disabled people, contact your J 

[ 1968 5,855,767 1,750 6,479 Social Security office. 

1969 6,197,006 1,764 6,695 
1970 6,515,196 1,774 7,057 

1971 6,852,457 1,786 7,115 

: 1972 7,504,740 1,788 7,347 HIGH SCHOOL JUNIORS! 
1973 7,912,462 1,802 7,503 
1974 8,444,599 1,826 7,776 “Youth-To-Washington” Essay Contest 
1975 8,957,012 1,838 8,016 

1976 9,784,465 1,854 8,301 “Electric Cooperatives: 50 Years of Service 
i 1977 10,655,248 1,871 8,557 to Rural America” 
: 1978 11,454,641 1,874 8,827 1 

1979 12,399,266 1,907 8,902 I intend to submit an entry in the Southern 
1980 13,382,519 1,909 9,003 1 Illinois Electric Cooperative essay contest. I 
1981 14,471,018 1,910 9,031 j understand that this entry form entitles me to 

I 1982 15,375,334 1,932 9,034 1 receive research material to be furnished by the 
1983 16,201,995 1,940 9,058 | Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative. 

| 1984 17,228,510 1,964 9,412 I 
***** j Signature 

While we are known as an “REA” cooperative, our rela- 

tionship to REA is simply that of borrower to banker — J Mailing Address 

REA is our banker, nothing more. Management decisions 

i are made at the local level by a board of directors elected 
: by the membership at its annual meetings, and executed by 

an emoloved manager and staff J 1 !!i 
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WHAT YOU’RE 
NGFORIN 

YOUR FIRST VCR 
L •IC li 

Records one channel 
while you watch another! 

VIDEO CASSETTE RECORDER 
MODEL IVCR5002X 

• 8-Hour Record/Playback 
• One event/14 day programming 
• Remote video scan/slow motion 

• 7-function wired Remote Control 
• Function display 
• Electronic VHF/UHF tuner 
• Pause/still control (freeze frame) 
• One-Touch recording up to 4 hours 

GE. WE BRING GOOD THINGS TO LIFE. 

$450.00 

Inventory Clearance *GE TV 
and VCR Specials. 
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Understand the past; 
appreciate the present 

“The Next Greatest Thing,” a 
nostalgic picture history of the rural 
electrification program, is one of the 
major projects of the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association 
during observance of the 50th Anni¬ 
versary of rural electrification, which 
occurs May 11, 1985. 

The 256-page, hard-cover book is 
described by editor Dick Pence as a 
“poignant and joyous look at what 
once was . . . and what came to be . . . 
the first 50 years of rural electrifica¬ 
tion as faithfully recorded through a 
camera lens ... a family photo album 
and memory book.” 

The search for the photographs for 
the book has spanned nearly three 
years, and selections were made by 
people with years of experience in 
rural electrification and with a special 
feeling for the program and its heri¬ 
tage. 

The National Archives, which 
houses the negatives of all the photos 
taken by REA from 1935 to 1963, 
was a major source of the book’s 
photographs. Hundreds of hours were 
spent selecting the finest of the 
photos, some of them classics which 
have appeared in special publications 
over the years. 

The title comes from a farmer 
giving witness in a rural Tennessee 
church in the 1940s. Deeply apprecia¬ 
tive of the fact that he had recently 
acquired electric service, he rose 
before his congregation of friends and 
neighbors to say, “Brothers and sisters, 
I want to tell you this. The greatest 
thing on earth is to have the love of 
God in your hearts, and the next great¬ 
est thing is to have electricity in your 
house.” 

In an effort to provide our youth 
with the facts, the SIEC board of 
directors has arranged to present 
copies of this historical masterpiece to 
the schools and libraries in our area. 
By understanding the past, the mem¬ 
bers of tomorrow can better appre¬ 
ciate the conditions of the present. 

Personal computer guide available from IFEC 
Anyone who has been considering a 

personal computer for the home or 
office will appreciate a new publica¬ 
tion from the Illinois Farm Electrifica¬ 
tion Council called the “Guide to 
Personal Computers.” This new fact 
sheet should enlighten most of the 
awe-struck people who have been 

worshipping the personal computer 
from afar. The guide is available at a 
cost of 15 cents a copy. The address 
for your order is listed at the close of 
this article. 

Gary W. Buller, former member 
services director and youth tour direc¬ 
tor for the Association of Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperatives, has compiled read¬ 
able and understandable information 
to introduce and explain the computer 
technology. It is not intended to make 
you an expert, but rather to acquaint 

you with personal computers and pro¬ 
vide you useful general information 
for evaluation, selection and use of a 
system. 

The pamphlet explains what a com¬ 
puter is, the hardware components of 

a typical microcomputer system, 
central processing unit, internal and 
external storage, input/output, magne¬ 
tic tape cassettes, magnetic disk, hard 
disk units, the monitor, keyboard and 
printers. 

Did you ever wonder what a 
modem was? The booklet talks about 
modems, hardware protection, pur¬ 
chasing hardware, software, computer 
languages, applications software, word 
processing, electronic spreadsheets, 
data base management, communica¬ 
tions, software evaluation and selec¬ 
tion and the cost of a microcomputer 

system. All this in eight pages. 
Gary has gleaned this wealth of 

information from computer maga¬ 
zines, book stores, libraries, computer 
user groups, trade shows and seminars. 
His advice to the novice is to purchase 
personal computer magazines or go to 
the library and look for articles on 
microcomputers in popular magazines. 
Community colleges, universities, the 
cooperative extension service, com¬ 
puter store training sessions and adult 
education courses can also be valuable 
sources of information and training. 

The address for copies of the fact 
sheet: 

111. Farm Electrification Council 
University of Illinois 
Agricultural Engineering Dept. 
1304 W. Pennsylvania 
Urbana, IL 61801 
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S/PC's plant on Lake of Egypt near Marion 

Southern Illinois Power Co-operative 
a reliable, efficient power source 

With 272 megawatts of coal-fired 
generating capacity on line, Southern 
Illinois Power Co-operative is able to 
provide reliable energy supplies to its 
three member distribution coopera¬ 
tives — Egyptian Electric at Steeleville, 
Southeastern Illinois Electric at 
Eldorado, and Southern Illinois Elec¬ 
tric at Dongola — and still have excess 
capacity to help meet the bulk power 
needs of other utility systems. 

Nearby fuel supplies, efficient plant 
operations and rates that are among 
the lowest in the state combine to 
guarantee that SIPC is meeting its 

responsibilties to the diversified 
economy of agriculture, mining, manu¬ 
facturing and recreation in “Little 
Egypt.” The three SIPC members serve 
approximately 37,000 meters within 
that southern block of 19 Illinois 
counties lying between the Mississippi 
and Ohio rivers. 

SIPC was originally organized on 
Sept. 23, 1948, with its present three 
member-cooperatives and the city of 
Cairo. The purpose of the group was 
to obtain bulk power from the 
Tennessee Valley Authority through a 
Kentucky linkage. That attempt failed, 

but the new organization was able to 
obtain a notable reduction in electric 
rates when it signed a 10-year bulk 
power contract for its member-systems 
in 1950. A major goal accomplished, 
the organization then became dormant 
until Jan. 3, 1957, when it was revived 
by the three member-cooperatives. 

After May 1959, as economical 
bulk power was becoming more diffi¬ 
cult to obtain from the investor- 
owned utilities, the three electric 

cooperatives decided to apply to the 
Rural Electrification Administration 
for a $25 million loan to SIPC, the 
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first REA loan for generation. 
With capital funding assured, SIPC 

proceeded to develop the 2,300-acre 
Lake of Egypt with its 93-mile shore¬ 
line for cooling water. The original 
plant — units 1, 2 and 3 — was begun 
on the shores of the lake, south of 
Marion, and became operational on 
October 1, 1963. An additional unit — 
No. 4 — went on line exactly 15 years 
later, giving SIPC a total load capacity 
of 272 megawatts. 

The original plant was put into ser¬ 
vice at a cost of $18 million, including 
the power station, land for Lake of 
Egypt and the lake’s construction. At 
that time, SIPC had three times more 
capacity than was needed by its 
member-systems. Ten years later, after 
a period of rapid growth in Southern 
Illinois, that capacity was almost out¬ 
grown. The addition of unit No. 4 was 
begun in early 1975 and became oper¬ 
ational in 1978. The cost for this unit 
was REA funded in excess of $80 
million. 

Among the significant costs associ¬ 
ated with the plant addition was the 

Meter tampering is 
illegal, dangerous 

Throughout the nation, many people have fallen into the 
trap of believing that cheating the power company is okay. 
Many believe that since you cannot see electricity it is all 
right to steal it. These people have come up with many 
ingenious ways to reduce the effective registration of the 
utility meter. Every method conceived is a crime and in all 
cases dangerous to the one committing the crime. 

The electrical industry is quite concerned about this 
problem, not only from the lost revenue standpoint, but 
from a safety standpoint. The utility meter is a special 
device designed to be maintained and operated by qualified 
personnel used to working on energized electric service. 
There is no disconnect ahead of the meter and any removal 
of a meter exposes live electrical parts which cannot be 
disconnected by the general public. 

Every meter that measures electric service to a customer 
is owned by the utility. It is sealed to keep unauthorized 

43 5 feet, a marked contrast to the 
200-feet shorter stacks. The larger 
stack serves two purposes. It is larger 
to accomodate the greater amount of 
smoke created by the coal-fired addi¬ 
tion and it also is of a sufficient height 
to create a greater dissipation of the 
smoke at a higher level. 

It is the desire of the power coop¬ 
erative to burn Southern Illinois coal, 
and 1983 figures shows that 98 per¬ 
cent of the coal burned came from 
Southern Illinois mines. As long as 
government regulations do not 
adversely affect the coal price in this 
area, the cooperative will continue to 
utilize the resources of Southern 
Illinois. 

Southern Illinois Power Co-opera¬ 
tive is proud if its success. Costs have 
stabilized, energy sales are showing 
strength and cooperative spirit is 
healthy. These factors provide incen¬ 
tive for continued success. The total 
effort is directed toward the con¬ 
sumer’s benefit. Adequate, reliable and 
affordable electricity is what the coop¬ 
erative spirit is all about. 

persons from removing it. This seal is the same as a door 
lock on your home and it is used for the same purpose. 
Although most people would not break a door lock on a 
home or car, many would not consider breaking the seal on 
a utility-owned meter as the same thing. They fail to realize 
that the seal is a protection for them as well as the utility. 

Criminal law places very stiff penalties on meter tamper¬ 
ing and current diversion. People fail to realize that meter 
tampering leaves evidence that is easily seen by qualified 
personnel. Some of the penalties that the law impose are as 
follows: 

Meter tampering 
Sentence Fine 

or circumvention 
Theft of electricity, 

6 months $ 500 

less than $150 in value 1 day 1,000 

Second offense 1-3 years 10,000 

Greater than $150 2-5 years 10,000 

Southern Illinois Electric is concerned about national 
trends and especially this one. We hope that this problem 
doesn’t become serious with us. Since this is a cooperative 

made up and owned by the members it serves, any type of 
current theft is actually a theft against you and your neigh¬ 
bor. Current thieves, if undetected, add to the cost of doing 
business. This cost is passed on to the members of the coop¬ 
erative through their energy bills. 

Office closing 
The Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative office 

will be closed Friday, April 5, in observance of Good 
Friday. 

expense of pollution control equip¬ 
ment. Pollution controls, such as elec¬ 
trostatic precipitators and sulfur 
dioxide scrubbers, cost about $20 
million, which was more than the 
original plant, the lake and adjacent 
land cost in 1963. Pollution control 
devices represented about one-fourth 
of the entire plant addition cost; the 
boiler and turbine generator repre¬ 
sented another quarter of the expense. 

The plant’s General Electric turbine 
generator cost over $5.5 million and 
the cyclone boiler, made by Babcock 
and Wilcox, cost over $13.5 million. 
SIPC also constructed over 100 miles 
of transmission line to help deliver the 
additional power and an additional 
conveyor system was constructed to 
help fuel the coal-fired boiler. 

The new addition is almost as 
high as the two older stacks, which 
indicates the size of the structure 
necessary to accomodate the boiler 
and turbine, along with huge coal 
hoppers suspended high in the steel 
framework. Standing out from the 
plant site, the new smoke stack rises 
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WHAT YOU'RE 
LOOKING FOR IN 
YOUR FIRST VCR 

Records one channel 
while you watch another! 

VIDEO CASSETTE RECORDER 
MODEL 1VCR5002X 

• 8-Hour Record/Playback 
• One event/14 day programming 
• Remote video scan/slow motion 

• 7-function wired Remote Control 
• Function display 
• Electronic VHF/UHF tuner 
• Pause/still control (freeze frame) 
• One-Touch recording up to 4 hours 

GE. WE BRING GOOD THINGS TO LIFE. 

$450.00 

Inventory Clearance *GE TV 
and VCR Specials. 
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Past, present directors 
J ohn Robertson 
C. L. Campbell 
Ruby Potterbaum 
Ethel B. Hartman 
J. C. McCormick 
Wm. R. Planert 
J. O. Stanley 
Dan R. Davie 
Frank Kimber 
Chas. L. Fisher 
O. B. Hastings 
W. M. Bride 
Lewis C. Johnson 
K. R. Douglas 
Joe Gibbons 
Steve Lynn 
Otto Finger 
Sam E. Brown 
W. J. Rendleman 

Johnson County 
Pulaski County 
Massac County 
Pulaski County 
Pulaski County 
Alexander County 
Johnson County 
Union County 
Union County 
Massac County 
Alexander County 
Pulaski County 
Massac County 
Pulaski County 
Johnson County 
Massac County 
Alexander County 
Johnson County 
Union County 

1938-39 
1938-39 
1938-39 
1938-39 
1938-40 
1938-40 
1938-42 
1938-43 
1938-46 
1940-42 
1940-42 
1940-45 
1940-54 
1940-82 
1942-43 
1942-45 
1942- 56 
1943- 45 
l°43-48 

Clyde Hogendobler 
Thos. J. Eddleman 
Martin Wittke 
C. B. Soper 
Ray Guthrie 
Ralph Bradley 
Lee Horn 
Albert Loverkamp 
Floyd Dillow 
Milo Thurston 
Claude Stuart 
Albert Stratemeyer 
Homer D. Miller 
Glenn Tripp 
Richard Mosby 
Guy Casper, Jr. 
Raymond C. Snell 
Bob J. Ury 
Lawrence Wilke 
Phillip Arensman 
George R. Inman 
Richard D. Moss 

Pulaski County 
Union County 
Massac County 
Johnson County 
Union County 
Union County 
Massac County 
Massac County 
Union County 
Pulaski County 
Alexander County 
Massac County 
Alexander County 
Union County 
Alexander County 
Johnson County 
Alexander County 
Union County 
Massac County 
Massac County 
Pulaski County 
Alexander County 

1945- 53 
1946- 49 
1946-51 
1946-66 
1948-60 
1950-53 
1953 
1953-82 
1953- 80 
19 5 3-present 
1954- 77 
1954-81 
1956-66 
1960-present 
1966-82 
1966-present 
1977-present 
1980- present 
1981- present 
19 82-present 
1982- present 
1982-present 

Cooperative maintains 
life-support registry 

Public Act 83-632, effective Sept. 
20, 1983, required public utilities to 
maintian a “registry” of persons who 
depend on electrically operated life- 
support equipment. 

“Every public utility company 
which furnishes electricity to residen¬ 
tial customers shall maintain a registry 
of those individuals who are depen¬ 
dent on an electrically operated respir¬ 
ator, dialysis machine or any other 
electrically operated life-support 

equipment. The existence of the 
registry shall be reasonably publicized 
by the public utility to its residential 
customers and the general public. It 
shall be the responsibility, however, of 
any individual relying on any life- 
support equipment to notify the 
public utility providing electrical ser¬ 
vice of his or her dependency on such 
life-support equipment.” 

Although the law requires that the 
existence of the registry shall be 
reasonably publicized by the utility, 
the individual is responsible for notify¬ 
ing the utility of the existence of the 
life-support equipment. 

We are requesting that consumers 
who have life-support equipment pro¬ 
vide us with written certification of 
the use of the life-support equipment 
and the period for which it is to be 
used. By using the registry, those 
involved shall be consulted before 
turning off power or restoring power 
after an interruption. A “good faith” 
effort shall be made to restore power 
first to those persons on the registry 
and to notify persons on the registry 
of anticipated power interruptions. 

Please call the cooperative during 
office hours to request your certifica¬ 
tion form. 

Statement of nondiscrimination 
SOUTHERN ILLINOIS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 

has filed with the Federal Government a Compliance 
Assurance in which it assures the Rural Electrification 
Administration that it will comply fully with all require¬ 
ments of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the 
Rules and Regulations of the Department of Agriculture 
issued thereunder to the end that no person in the United 
States shall, on the ground of race, color, sex, or national 
origin, be excluded from participation in, be denied the 
benefits of, or be otherwise subjected to discrimination in 
the conduct of its program and the operation of its facili¬ 
ties. Under this Assurance, this organization is committed 
not to discriminate against any person on the ground of 

race, color, sex, or national origin in its policies and 
practices relating to applications for service or any other 
policies and practices relating to treatment of beneficiaries 
and participants including rates, conditions and extension 
of service, use of any of its facilities, attendance at and 
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participation in any meetings of beneficiaries and partici¬ 

pants or the exercise of any rights of such beneficiaries and 
participants in the conduct of the operations of this organi¬ 
zation. 

Any person who believes himself, or any specific class of 
individuals, to be subjected by this organization to discrim¬ 
ination prohibited by Title VI of the Act and the Rules and 
Regulations issued thereunder may, by himself or a repre¬ 
sentative, file with the Secretary of Agriculture, Washing¬ 
ton, D.C. 20250, or the Rural Electrification Administra¬ 
tion, Washington, D.C. 20250, or this organization, or 
all, a written complaint. Such complaint must be filed no 
later than 180 days after the alleged disc rim mation, or by 
such later date to which the Secretary of Agriculture or the 
Rural Electrification Administration extends the time for 
filing. Identity for complainants will be kept confidential 
except to the extent necessary to carry out the purposes of 
the Rules and Regulations. 
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The annual meeting of the Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative held February 12, 1941 ,at 9 a.m., in the Dongola High 
School Gym. A complete display of homemade appliances and equipment was seen and demonstrations on unusual uses of 

electricity in the farm home. 

Southern's second annual meeting — 1941 
The second annual meeting of the 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
was held Wednesday at the Dongola 
High School with over 600 members 
present. 

The meeting began with registration 
at 9 a.m., followed by a call to order 

by president Wm. Planert. The reading 
of the notice of the meeting by Byron 
Connell, attorney, and reports by the 
president, secretary and treasurer J. O. 
Stanley and manager George Endicott. 

Instructions for the election of dir¬ 
ectors were given by attorney Connell 

just before noon and voting took place 
during the noon hour. Results of the 
balloting found the entire present 
board reelected, who after the meeting 
met and elected officers for the 
ensuing year. Officers and directors 

(Continued on page 12d) 
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Fighting illiteracy in America 
Preheat oven to 425 degrees and 

bake 9-12 minutes; do not take medi¬ 
cation before eating; if taken inter¬ 
nally do not induce vomiting, contact 
doctor immediately. We see these little 
messages all around us every day; the 
average person has seen them so many 
times that he tends to ignore them. 
But for a huge and constantly growing 
number of Americans these “simple, 
little messages” are much more. They 
are frightening, puzzling mysteries. 
That is because 30 million American 
adults cannot read them. 

The University of Texas has con¬ 
ducted the most in-depth study of 
illiteracy ever performed. This study 
examined functional literacy and the 
results showed that 20 percent of the 
test subjects could not read the want 
ads, follow simple written directions 
or understand a bus schedule. For all 
practical purposes they were illiterate. 

I want you to think about that for 
a few seconds; these simple statistics 
mean that one out of every five adults 
you see is unable to read. Twenty per¬ 
cent of America is illiterate! And in 
some areas the situation is much 
worse. The New York Times News 
Service reports that in Philadelphia 
the illiteracy rate is nearly 40 percent! 

There is no one thing we can point 
our fingers at and say, “This is making 
America illiterate!” Many different 
things have combined to cause the 
problem. The growing influence of 
television, for instance, is one cause. 
Too many children grow up today 
only watching television and therefore 
never develop an appreciation for the 
importance, and pleasure, of reading. 
Another such cause is the lack of 
parental involvement in education; 
more and more parents are leaving the 
education of their children completely 
to the school systems. When problems 
like these combine, an uninterested, 
unmotivated student does not have 
much of a chance. 

It’s hard for those of us who can 
read to imagine the life of fear and 
confusion that illiterate people face, 
but surely we can try. Picture yourself 
lost in a maze with traps and pitfalls at 
every turn, each of them labeled with 
a sign written in a language you don’t 
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understand. You know there are traps, 
but you don’t know where they are or 
what kind they are. You are helpless. 
Inetta Bush, a 34 year-old Maryland 

Chris Wills 

(About the author: Chris Wills is the 
son of Clyde and Carolyn Wills and a 

senior at Massac County High School. 
His career plans point toward a major 
in astronomy at the University of 
Illinois. He competes on the school 
math and speech teams and belongs to 
the Science Club, Spanish Club, Thes¬ 
pian Society, National Honor Society, 
Mu Alpha Theta and the Student 
Olympiad. His awards and recognitions 
include being named as National Merit 
Finalist, an Illinois State Scholar, a 
four-time qualifier for the Scottie 
Speech Tournament of Champions and 
being a state speech tournament parti¬ 
cipant. Chris’ work was brought to our 
attention by Sharon S. Burris, the 
director of educational services at 
Massac County Schools. In Sharon’s 
words, “He is an exceptional young 
man. ”) 

woman, describes her illiteracy this 
way: “It’s like a handicap that hangs 
on you from the time you get up to 
the time you go to bed at night. I 
trust my common sense to keep me 
out of trouble, but that doesn’t always 
work. I still get cheated or fooled.” 

Illiterate people are trapped not 
only because they cannot read, but 
also because they will not ask for help. 
As Jonathan Kozoll points out in his 
book Prisoners of Silence, illiterate 

people are terrified of having their 
“secret” discovered by others. They 

will go to almost any lengths to avoid 
discovery. It is not unusual for some¬ 
one who cannot read to go to job 
interviews with his arm in a sling to 
avoid writing, or to say he cannot read 
because he has, “forgotten his glasses.” 

In addition to being a handicap in 
behavior and day-to-day living, illiter¬ 
acy cripples individuals economically. 
Illiteracy simply steals jobs. For 
instance, you might think that being a 
cook requires little reading, but actu¬ 
ally a cook has to read recipes, health 
regulations, and instruction manuals 
for appliances. To hold down the job 
of professional cook, or almost any 
other job for that matter, you have to 
be literate. 

Even when someone who cannot 
read does manage to find a job he is 
almost always denied advancement. 
Because of their lack of education, 
illiterate people are trapped in the 
lowest-paying, most unsatisfying jobs. 
On the average, illiterate people earn 
$4,000 dollars a year less than literate 
people. If you cannot read, the 
chances are that you are poor and will 
remain poor. 

But illiteracy has costs that we all 
pay and rarely realize we are paying. 
Illiteracy is especially costly when it 
comes to taxes. According to U.S. 
News and World Report, the govern¬ 
ment now pays $6 billion a year to 
illiterate people in welfare and unem¬ 
ployment payments and, according to 
Barbara Bush, wife of the Vice Presi¬ 
dent and long-time literacy advocate, 
spends $6.6 billion on the 750,000 
illiterate people in our prisons. When 
someone cannot read, he cannot work. 

If he cannot work, the government 
supports him, or he supports himself 
through crime. Either way, we end up 
paying. 

Another hidden cost is the money 
spent on higher prices for our prod¬ 
ucts. To put it bluntly, illiterate 
people do shoddy work. They cannot 
read the instructions or safety proce¬ 
dures for the work they do and so 
often produce second-rate goods. 
Companies spend millions of dollars 
each year educating their employees 
and correcting their mistakes. In one 

(Continued on page 12d) 
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GE DISPENSES 
CRUSHED ICE, 
CUBES & WATER 

23.S cu. ft. SIDE-BY-SIDE REFRIGERATOR 
with 8.57 cu. ft. FREEZER 
• Automatic icemaker. Removable bin holds 

up to 10 lbs. ice. 
• Sealed high-humidity vegetable pan. 
• Meat keeper with adjustable temperature 

control. 
• Removable egg bin. 
• Rolls out on adjustable wheels. 
• 353/«" wide. 665/." high. 

ONLY 
$1,390.“° 

Spacemaker II™ 
Microwave Oven 

Mounts Under Your 
Cabinet 

• Wide .8 cu. ft. cavity. 
• Easy to install in less than an hour. 
• Electronic touch controls. 
• Word Prompting Display provides programming 

instructions. 
• Time Cook 1 & 2 program. 
• Defrost cycle. 
• Time of Day Clock. 
• 5 Power Levels. 
• 5-Year Limited 

Warranty—Carry-In 
Service (Parts & 
Labor) See warranty 
for details. 

WAS $315.00 

NOW $295.°° 
SAVE$ 20.00 
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Where your 
electricity 

comes from 

coal Petroleum Natural Gas Nuclear Hydro other 

1984 
Jan.-Sept. 55.0% 5.2% 12.4% 13.4% 13.7% IN

 
£

 

1983 
Jan.-Sept. 

54.1% 6.3% 12.1% 12.5% 14.7% .3% 

1979 47.8% 13.5% 14.7% 11.4% 12.4% .2% 

The chart shows the latest Department of Energy figures for energy sources used to generate electricity during the first 
nine months of 1984, for the same period one year earlier, and for the entire year five years ago. "Other" includes geo¬ 
thermal, wood and waste. Total electric sales during January through September of 1984 increased by 5.8 percent over 
the same period in 1983.—Rural Electric News Service. 

Second 
(Continued from page 12a) 
are: Dan R. Davie, Jonesboro, presi¬ 
dent; Louis C. Johnson, Metropolis, 
vice president; Wm. Bride, Villa Ridge, 
secretary-treasurer, and Frank Kimber, 

Dongola; J. O. Stanley, Buncombe; 
O. B. Hastings, Cairo; Chas. Fisher, 
Karnak. K. R. Douglas, Karnak, and 
William Planert, Unity. 

Lunch was served at noon in 586 
individual lunch boxes prepared for 
the crowd by the Blue Willow Cafe. 

One of the most interesting features 
of the meeting was a demonstration 
and talk given by Miss Louisian 
Maymer on the “Unusual Uses of Elec- 

llliteracy 
(Continued from page 12b) 
year alone the Bell System spent $25 
million on basic education for its 
employees. One way or another this 
cost is passed on to us. 

Obviously, something must be 
done. To start, the government must 
take action. Federal, state, and local 
governments must realize illiteracy is a 
major problem in America and treat it 
accordingly. But we cannot just leave 
the fight to the government; we must 
do our share, too and that is not so 
hard. We can become more involved in 
our local school systems: Go to open 
houses. Let the teachers and admini¬ 
strators know that you’re concerned 
about America’s educational system. 
And if you’re old enough vote in your 
local school board election and vote 
carefully. 

We can also fight illiteracy by 
working with our children. Most of us 
here will be parents in the future; 
when you become a parent, read to 
your children, read in their presence. 
When they are learning, help them and 

tricity in the Farm Home.’’ Miss 
Maymer who is in the field for REA 
and makes a point of visiting annual 
meeting of the various cooperatives, 
complimented the local office by stat¬ 
ing the electrical appliance display was 
one of the best she had seen in the 
state of Illinois for the occasion. 

Attendance prizes were won by the 
following: electric roaster, president’s 
prize, to F. E. Wheeler, Olmsted; 
quarter-horse motor, manager’s prize, 
to J. D. Galloway, Miller City; Coop¬ 
erative prize of 25 month-old chicks 
each to Mrs. Lowell Karraker, Don¬ 
gola; Harley Harris, Grand Chain; 
Virginia Steagala, Mounds, and Walter 

if they do not want to learn, make 
them .. . but gently. Interests and 
habits are formed early in life so it is 
the children that must be taught that 
reading is important. 

Finally, we can work in volunteer 
programs. Volunteer teaching pro¬ 
grams have proven very successful and 
inexpensive. If you want to work in 
such a program, contact Literacy 
Volunteers of America in Syracuse, 
New York. They can tell you how to 
contact a program in your area. 

For someone who cannot read, life 
is fear and frustration: a constant 
losing, struggle. For those of us who 
can read, illiteracy is a thief. It steals 
our money in a dozen different ways, 
slashes the quality of America’s goods 
and work, and causes crime. Illiteracy 
makes life worse for everyone, but it 
can be overcome. If the government 
does its work and we do ours, by 
working with our local school systems, 
teaching our children and helping in 
volunteer programs, then those simple, 
little messages that we take for granted 
don’t have to be mysteries to anyone. 

Schwartz of America. Dealer’s prizes 
included an electric clock to the 
Anderson school at Karnak; boudoir 

lamp to Malby Eddleman, Dongola; 
waffle iron to Homer Dillow, Dongola; 
table lamp, James Scruggs, Olmsted; 
porch light, Dugan Tripp, Cobden;bed 
light, Cleatus Smith, Jonesboro;exten¬ 
sion cord, Ernst Stears, Villa Ridge; 
table lamp, Grace McGee, Dongola; 
outdoor lamp, Glenn Hinkle, Dongola; 
wiring material, J. A. Duck, Anna; 
carton light bulbs, E. C. Boyd, Anna; 
electrically cooked steak by Miss 
Maymer to Fred Hayden, Villa Ridge, 
and Alladin lamp converted to George 
Hausman, Metropolis. 

Essay news 
Essay contest winners and runners- 

up will be reported in the May issue of 
the JAMUP. Essays were judged March 
26 and the winners notified by phone. 

The dinner in their honor will be 
at the Shagbark Inn in Vienna April 
12. The parents, teachers and school 
officials will be invited to share their 
special night. 

The winning essays, titled “Electric 
Cooperatives: 50 years of Service to 
Rural America,” will be presented at 

that time. Grand prize winners will 
travel to Washington, D.C. June 7-14 
for the “Youth to Washington” tour 
sponsored by the Association of 

Illinois Electric Cooperatives and 
Southern Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tives. 
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Special recognition was given area students April 12 at the Shagbark Inn, Vienna, as winners and finalists in the SIEC 
"Youth to Washington" essay contest. Attending, from left, front row. Sherry Sommer, Del Byassee, Rebecca Keil and 
Diane Williams. Back row, from left, Amy Smith, Shadley Reichert, Angie Lingle, Scot Winslow, Linda Whitelock, Peter 
Zeschke, Sharon Moreland and David Johnston. 

Youth to Washington Essay Contest 

Del Byassee and Sherry Sommer win 
Two area high school juniors have 

been named winners of Southern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative’s 1985 
Youth to Washington Essay contest. A 
three-judge panel selected Del Byassee, 
a junior at Meridian, and Sherry 
Sommer, a junior at Massac County, 
from a field of 77 area students for 
their efforts on this year’s essay 
theme, “Electric Cooperatives: 50 
Years of Service to Rural America.’’ 

Del is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Jim 
Byassee of Villa Ridge. Sherry is the 

daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Paul Sommer 
of Metropolis. 

In addition to winning all-expense- 
paid tours to Washington, D.C., June 
7-14, Del and Sherry were among 
student representatives of Southern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative awarded 
trips to Springfield on April 24 for 
Illinois Rural Electric Youth Day 
activities. Ten other finalists were also 
awarded trips to Springfield that day: 
Angie Lingle and Scot T. Winslow of 

(Continued on page 12d) 
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Electric Cooperatives: 50 years 
of service to rural America 

Farmer Brown leaves the house 
before the sun rises. He steps into the 
barn and turns on the lights. The 
animals start to stir. A conveyor belt 
hums as the grain is delivered to the 
different stalls. The milk machines are 
hooked up to the first group of 
cows. 

In the house, Mrs. Brown is frying 
bacon and eggs on the electric stove. 
The toaster is lightly browning the 
bread. The children reach for a gallon 
of milk in the refrigerator. The coffee¬ 
pot is perking away. 

This is the beginning of a typical 
day in rural America. Take a minute to 
go back in time before electricity. 
Farmer Brown would need to light 
kerosene lanterns, hire extra hands to 
help feed the animals. The cows would 
have to be milked by hand. Mrs. 
Brown would have to gather kindling 
to build a fire in the cookstove to fry 
the eggs. The bacon would have to be 
cured and kept outside in the smoke¬ 
house. The milk would have to be 
fresh from the cow, because of lack of 
refrigeration. The drinking water 
would have to be drawn from the well. 

Today the farmer has many other 
problems-to consume his time without 
the worry of not having electricity. 
Many people do not realize the respon¬ 
sibilities of the REA Cooperative in 
this area. Mr. Ben Jasper realized the 
need for a cooperative in this area. He 
became the head of the present day 
Corn Belt Association. Since then 
thousands of rural families have been 
supplied with electricity. The Coop¬ 
erative realizes the special needs of 
farm production. Not only does the 
Rural Electrification Administration 
supply electricity to farms, but dams 
have been constructed to provide 
electricity and water reservoirs. The 
co-op has dealt with Congress to lower 
utility taxes and to support the non¬ 
profit utility companies. 

In this area the Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative relies only on the 
REA for loans to establish more 
electrical services. The Southern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative consists of 
five counties: Alexander, Pulaski, 

(This is one of two winning 
essays in the Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative “Youth to 
Washington” essay contest. This 
essay was written by Sherry 
Sommer of Metropolis, a student 
at Massac County High School. 
Next month we will print the 
other winning essay by Del 
Byassee of Villa Ridge, a student 
at Meridian High School.) 

Union, Johnson and Massac. Presently 
there are 1,964 miles of line serving 
this area. The Co-op provides a 
monthly news magazine to keep the 
consumers informed on electrical 
appliances, rate changes, recipes, 
patterns and articles on interesting 
people in the area. 

The REA is broadening their ser¬ 
vices every day. New co-ops are being 
formed in Alaska, and researchers in 

Georgia are trying new ways to use 
nuclear energy to provide electricity. 
The expansions are unlimited. The 
idea of private co-ops and their 
methods are quickly spreading across 
the globe. Today advisory assistance 
and training have been provided to 
thirty-six countries. Even underdevel¬ 
oped, poverty-stricken countries now 
are provided with electricity through 
organized co-ops. 

The number of farms today in 

America are rapidly reducing due to 
the high economic conditions. Many 
farmers can no longer afford the high 
price of machinery, land, and other 
overhead expenses. However, with the 
help of rural co-ops the farmer may 
be given a second chance. Utility rates 
are decreasing and the dollar is once 
again strong. Rural co-ops have accom¬ 
plished a lot in the last two decades. 

Farmer Brown may have to keep a 
close eye on his budget, but he will 
always be able to rely on his local 
co-op. Not only will he be able to rely 
on them for electricity, but also for 
help in making management decisions 
and the conveniences of modern life. 
He and Mrs. Brown will have time to 
spend with their children since no 
firewood needs cutting for the cook- 
stove, and no cows must be milked by 
hand. Mrs. Brown no longer has to 
slave over the hot stove, but simply 
places the food in the microwave oven 
and the food is piping hot in minutes. 

As in every business, which the 
farm certainly is, problems will arise 
and money will be tight. The Southern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative is helping 
farmers, like Mr. Brown, to free 
themselves from the heavy drudgery of 
the farm and to increase the profits of 
American agriculture. Since 193 5 
many rural families have been serviced 
by the electric co-op. Through hard 
work and long hours, the next 50 
years will produce more benefits for 
the farm and others. Mr. and Mrs. 
Brown’s children will be able to rely 
on their area cooperation and enjoy 
the plans that are being made to 
promote industrialization and city 
housing projects that are being con¬ 
structed. 

We can now turn out 50 lights for 
this special birthday in rural America 
without using breath to blow out 50 
candles. 

Office closing 
The Cooperative office will 

be closed Monday, May 27, to 
observe Memorial Day. 
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Pre-Season 
LOW 

PRICES 

17,900/17,600 BTU 
GE SUPERTHRUST™ 
ROOM AIR CONDITIONER 

• 230/208 Volts, 
13.3/13.9 Amps 

• 2 Fan/2 Cooling Speeds 
• Multi-room Airflow System 
• 10 Position Thermostat 

NOW ONLY 
AD718DS 

$659. 

AD923DS NOW ONLY 

$759.95 

22,600/22,200 BTU 
GE SUPERTHRUST™ 
ROOM AIR CONDITIONER 

• Hi-Efficiency* 7 7/7.6 EER 
• 230/208 Volts, 

12.8/14.1 Amps 
• 3' Fan/3 Cooling Speeds 
• Powerful Airflow System 
• 10 Position Thermostat 

'Before purchasing this appliance, read important energy cost 
and efficiency information available. 

Take Advantage 
of Pre-Season Prices 
on Carry-Cool® 

Room Air Conditioners 

4,000 BTU 
GE CARRY-COOL* 
Room Air Conditioner 

• 115 Volts, 7.5 Amps 
• Easy Installation 
• 2 Fan/2 Cooling 

Speeds 
• 10 Position 

Thermostat 

PRE-SEASON 
PRICE 

$289.95 

5,000 BTU 
GE CARRY-COOL® 
Room Air Conditioner 

• 115 Volts, 7.5 Amps 
• Easy Installation 
• 10 Position 

Thermostat 
• 2 Fan/2 Cooling 

Speeds 

NOW 

$309.95 

Comfort 
Cooling 
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WINNERS 
(Continued from page 12a) 
Anna-Jonesboro High School; Amy 
Smith and Shadley Reichert of Cen¬ 
tury High School; David Johnston, 
Sharon Moreland, Diane Williams and 
Peter Zeschke of Dongola High 
School; and Kevin Myrick and Linda 

Members of the 1985 Nominating 
Committee were appointed by the 
president of the board of directors of 
Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
at the 1984 annual meeting on August 
3. The committee will meet at the 
cooperative headquarters, Rt. 51 north 
of Dongola, on June 20 at 8 p.m. to 
consider nominees for election to the 
board of directors at the 1985 annual 
meeting of the members. 

The following were appointed to 
the 1985 Nominating Committee to 
represent their respective counties: 

Alexander County — Frank Blake- 
more, Box 236, Olive Branch, IL 
62969; Charles Bonifield, Miller City, 
IL 62962. 

Johnson County — William Oliver, 
Route 1, Box 213, Grantsburg, IL 
62943; Willard Treat, Route 1, 
Cypress, IL 62923. 

Massac County — Lowell Lover- 
kamp, Route 3, Metropolis, IL 62960; 

Whitelock of Joppa High School. 
The 12 finalists, their parents and 

teachers were special guests of the 
cooperative during a banquet Friday, 
April 12 at the Shagbark Inn, Vienna. 
Highlighting the program were the 
presentations of the two winning 
essays by the contest winners; the 

Larry Fisher, Route 1, Karnak, IL 
62956. 

Pulaski County — Robert Heisner, 
Grand Chain, IL 62941; John Hen¬ 
dricks, Route 1, Pulaski, IL 62976. 

Union County — Herman Stokes, 
Route 1, Buncombe, IL 62912; Larry 
Hight, Dongola, IL 62926. 

The bylaws of the cooperative pro¬ 
vide that nominees to the board of 
directors may be made by: (1) nomi¬ 
nating committee, (2) petition signed 
by 15 or more active members, or (3) 
an active member from the floor at the 
annual meeting. 

The three-year terms of the direc¬ 
tors are expired alternately so that 
each year elections are held for a 
portion of the board. At the 46th 
annual meeting to be held Friday, 
August 2 elections will be held for a 
director from each of the three coun¬ 
ties: Massac, Pulaski and Union. 

showing of a movie depicting rural 
electrification, “Singing Wires”; mem¬ 
ories of the 1984 tour by Lisa Enright 
and Anthony George, Century High 
School students who were last year’s 
winners; and congratulations by Milo 
Thurston, president of the SIEC board 
of directors. 

Del, Sherry and Rebecca Keil of 
Dongola, Miss Southern Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative of 1984, will join 
approximately 70 other outstanding 
Illinois high school students, including 
winners of similar contests sponsored 
by the state’s electric cooperatives 
on the tour to the U.S. Capital. 
Departing Illinois, Friday, June 7, the 
group will make its first touring stop 
at Gettysburg National Military Park 
in Gettsyburg, Pennsylvania, the 
following morning. They will arrive in 
Washington that afternoon. 

During their stay in the nation’s 
capital, these young people will see 
their government in action, visit with 
their congressmen and senators and 
visit various government agencies in 
action and sites of historical signifi¬ 
cance. 

On Wednesday, June 12, the Illinois 
youth tour participants will join 
approximately 900 other students 
from 16 other states and several 
foreign countries for special Rural 
Electric Youth Day activities. The tour 
group will arrive back in Illinois on 
Friday, June 14. 

Nominating Committee will 
consider nominees June 20 

Lineman erecting chain link fence enclosing new Massac 
County Substation construction. Addition upgrades sub¬ 
station to accommodate two more three-phase circuits, one 
of which is nearing completion and extends out of the 
Massac County substation north through Round Knob. 
Linemen from left are Dare Aden, Larry Lingle and Bob 
Fisher. 

On March 26 the judges met in the cooperative board room 
to make their final decisions. Seventy-seven essays later 
they were still enthusiastic about the co-op program for 
area youth. From left, Margaret Shotton, Administrative 
Assistant, Southern Illinois Power Cooperative, Marion; 
Gordon Billingsley, Information Specialist, S.I.U. School of 
Agriculture, Carbondale; Carol L. Duty, Administrative 
Assistant and Tour Director for SIEC; and John Shelton, 
Chairman of Communications Department, Shawnee 
Community College, Ullin. 
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Electric Cooperatives: 50 years 
of service to rural America 

I am your average middle income 
teenager. I live in a rural community 
and attend a consolidated high school. 
Until I began researching this composi¬ 
tion, I did not realize the many hard¬ 
ships and struggles our forefathers 
experienced in order to bring electri¬ 
city to rural America. 

In the beginning only about 10 per 
cent of all farm houses had electricity; 
in the cities and towns the percentage 
was over 70 percent. The electric 
power industry had told the farmer in 
almost so many words that it was too 
costly to furnish him power. The 
utilities had said that he had little use 
for electricity. 

Around 1923 the Committee on 
the Relation of Electricity to Agricul¬ 
ture was able to forward an experi¬ 
ment to find out how electricity could 
be used and whether the farmer could 
afford to pay the rates a private power 
company would have to charge. There 
were numerous electrical devices 
installed on various farms which were 
monitored carefully. As the experi¬ 
ment progressed, bills rose sharply. 
However, at the same time, the indivi¬ 
dual farmer found his operating costs 
decreasing. Electricity was saving 
months of labor; thus, the farmer was 
able to use his energy profitably at 
other jobs. This proved rural electrifi¬ 
cation was practical, but the farm 
market was still considered too limited 
to warrant the investment needed to 
build costly power lines. 

Morris Cook finally solved the 
riddle of distribution costs. He and a 
staff of assistants itemized the expense 
of all the elements that went into the 
building of a power line. Making a 

(Del Byassee was one of two 
winning essayists in the South¬ 
ern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
“Youth to Washington” essay 
contest. Del lives in Villa Ridge 
and is a student at Merdian 
High School.) 

generous allowance for error, he came 
up with the construction costs three to 
fifteen hundred dollars cheaper per 
mile than that given by the power 
companies. Still the electric industry 
failed to act. 

By the end of 1934, it was apparent 
the commercial electric companies 
were not going to take the initiative in 
applying for loans with which to 
extend electric service to rural citizens. 
If there were going to be lights in rural 
America, then the farmers would have 
to do it themselves. They turned to 
the cooperative processs. Their objec¬ 
tive was not to own electric utilities 
for dollar gain, but to obtain the ser¬ 

vice that would make them part of 
the electrifed 20th century. 

The pioneers learned quickly that 
they could not take on the prodigious 
task one at a time. They needed to 
link themselves together in sizeable 
numbers, to collect their individual 
strengths into an effective unity. They 
needed the “together” idea. They 
studied the idea, learned it well, and 
forged ahead on the most ambitious 
rural effort this country had ever seen. 

In 1935 President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt established a loan program 
called the Rural Electrification Admin¬ 
istration to help electric cooperatives. 
The program requires that coopera¬ 
tives sign up prospective members, 
organize under state laws, and then 
apply to the REA for a loan. Its fixed 
interest rate is 2 per cent, and the 
maximum repayment period is 35 
years. To receive a loan a cooperative 
must show that its members will buy 
enough electricity to repay the bor¬ 
rowed money. 

The electric cooperatives owe much 
of their success to REA. Today it 
would be difficult for them to func¬ 
tion without REA. 

The first cooperatives had to over¬ 
come many struggles in order to sur¬ 
vive. However, they slowly succeeded 
in getting power to their desired area. 
These were prime examples for others 
to follow. Soon many other coopera¬ 
tives all over the nation were being 
formed. Gradually, with more and 
more success the cooperatives were 
able to operate more as a franchise. 

Today the cooperative process is 
much like the very first ones. The 

(Continued on page Wd) 



A day in Springfield touring historic sites and government buildings was enjoyed by students from six area high schools. 
Waiting to visit Lincoln's home are, from left, front row: Sherry Sommer of Metropolis, Carol Lynn Duty of Anna, Angie 
Lingle of Jonesboro, Rebecca Lynn Keil (Miss Southern Illinois Electric) of Dongola, Amy L. Smith of Karnak, Linda 
Whitelock of Joppa, Diane Williams of Anna and Sharon Moreland of Dongola; and back row: Del Byassee of Villa Ridge, 
Scot T. Winslow of Anna, Kevin D. My rick of Grand Chain, Shadley Reichert of Grand Chain, David Allen Johnston of 
Dongola, Peter Zeschke of Dongola and Carol L. Duty and Ron Medlin, chaperones. 

Overhead lines pose many dangers 

REACT AND LIVE 
• Consider any overhead line dangerous. Keep objects at least ten feet 

away from powerlines. 

• In areas where your equipment will be operating, inspect for possible 
interference with overhead lines. 

• Don't attempt to raise or move electric lines. Call your power 

supplier. 

• If powerlines are buried, let your electric service representative 
locate them before digging. 

• Report any potential powerline hazard to your electric power 
supplier. 

IF AN ACCIDENT HAPPENS 
• Never touch a person or equipment in contact with a high voltage 

line. 
• Cut off power if you can. 
• Use a rope or dry board to pull or push victim ^way from contact. 
• Send for help and give artificial respiration until it comes. 



Model 
GFC600 
continuous-feed disposer 
offers a powerful V2- 
horsepower permanent 
maqnet motor 

DELIVERY 
IN LOCAL 
TRADING 

AREA 
[ASK FOR DETAILSI 

Hotpoint Compact Spacemaker 
Microwave Oven Microwave Oven—Mounts 

Under Your Wall Cabinet 

Below Refrigerators in Desert Sand Only 

SOUTHERN ILLINOIS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 

17.7 cu. ft. No-Frost Refrigerator- 
Low Operating Cost 

• 5.01 CU. TI. 

freezer with ice- 
maker • 3 door 
shelves—one 
holds 6-packs 
• Covered meat 
pan • Textured 
doors. 

19.7 cu. ft. No-Frost Energy 
Saver Refrigerator 

• 5.53 cu. ft. 
freezer • Equipped 
for optional 
icemaker • Twin 
vegetable, fruit 
pans • Textured 
doors won't show 
fingerprints. 

$599. 

DONQOLA, ILLINOIS 62926 

“LIVE BETTER ELECTRICALLY” 



The 1984 beauty pageant winners from left: Heidi Eastwood, Karnak, first runner-up; Rebecca Lynn Keil, Dongola, "Miss 
Southern;" Angie Thornburg, Anna, second runner-up; and Lucinda Kennedy, Metropolis, Miss Congeniality. Many of the 
area beauties, 16-22 years of age, will be contacted by letter during the next few weeks and given beauty pageant informa¬ 
tion. Should you be interested and fail to receive a contact letter, please do not hesitate to notify the cooperative office. 
The annual meeting of Southern will be held August 2. 

Office closing 
Southern's office will be 
closed Thursday, July 4. 

July 4, 1776 — the day that 
changed the entire course of human 
history. It was All-American. The 

Declaration defied all convention, all 
tradition, all laws — all history. The 
authors were bold, shocking, radical — 
dangerous. They were revolutionary 
beyond belief in an age of kings, des¬ 
pots and aristocrats who for centuries 
had assumed a “divine” right to rule 
and exploit their fellow men. The 
promise is for individual liberty, 
opportunity, justice, and equality 
before the law. Democracy is no 
stronger than the hopes, dreams, 
intellect, and the ability of its people 
to appreciate and wisely use their basic 
freedom. 

Rural Louisiana, July 1968 

Brush control 
Right-of-way is to be sprayed in 

June around southern Union, Alexan¬ 
der and portions of Pulaski counties. 
ROWCO, Inc., of San Antonio, Texas, 
has carefully performed this service for 
the cooperative for the last several 
years. Spraying has been found to be 
the most economical and successful 
way of maintaining right-of-way in our 
area due to the rough terrain and 
density of brush and ensures members 
of continuous service with a minimum 
of outages. 

50 years 
(Continued from page 10a) 
greatest assets of the cooperative are 
the members and their participation in 
its democratic process of operation. 
Through the process of one member- 
one vote, members have significant 
control over their cooperatives des¬ 
tiny. This is a unique right which 
consumers of utility companies do not 
have. 

For the last 50 years the electric 
cooperatives have been providing reli¬ 
able electric service to nearly every 
home, farm and business that desires 
it. Obviously, the cooperatives major 

contributions went into the field of 
agriculture. The known uses for elec¬ 
tric power in farming number some 
400, and the end is no where in sight. 
There are many government agencies 
helping the farmer find new uses for 

electricity. The infinite possibilities 
of electrochemical agriculture are 
only just beginning to be explored. 
Computer technology is also being 
researched. Electricity may eventually 
enable the farmer to process much of 
his produce right on the farm. Farm 
life has been definitely altered since 
1935. 

Before I researched this project, I 
took it for granted that rural citizens 

always had the same conveniences as 
urban people. 

I looked through numerous books, 
magazines, encyclopedias, etc.; how¬ 
ever, my parents were able to help me 
the most. They were growing up when 
electricity first came to their farm. 

They told me of the many hard¬ 
ships before the coming of electric 
power such as the cold winters with 
little heat, the long hours chopping 
wood, the outdoor toilet facilities, and 
studying by a kerosene lamp. 

People of this generation have it 
easy, but who knows how far electri¬ 
city will take our generation if we use 
the “together” idea. 
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Aerial view of school. School bus is parked at main entrance. 

Annual meeting set for 
Meridian Elementary School 

The 46th annual meeting of the 
members of Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative is to be held at Meridian 
Elementary School in Mounds August 
2. Located one-eighth of a mile east of 
Interstate 5 7, using the Mounds Road 
Exit No. 8, the school offers an air- 
conditioned auditorium with fine 
acoustics and individual theatre-style 
seats designed to allow perfect vision 
during the activities. 

Members will be welcomed by 
cooperative manager Tim Reeves, elect 
directors for the three expiring three- 
year terms, participate in the business 
meeting and hear Manager Reeves’ 

update on cooperative affairs. 
The crowning of “Miss Southern” 

remains a popular segment of the 
annual meeting festivities year after 
year. The appearance of the beauty 
contestants and the selection of the 
new Miss Southern will prove to be the 
highlight of the evening. Miss Southern 
1984, Rebecca Lynn Keil, will be on 
hand to crown the new 1985 beauty 
queen. 

Early bird prizes are presented at 
the beginning of the meeting and 
members present will have the oppor¬ 
tunity to win valuable gifts during the 
drawing which takes place at the close 
of the meeting. 

This year the cooperative is cele¬ 
brating the 50th year of the rural elec¬ 
trification program initiated in 1935 
by President Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

Make plans now to attend this 
important function in the operation of 
your cooperative. 

July 1985 10a 



These four high school students represented Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative June 7-14 in the "Youth to Washing¬ 
ton" Tour of Illinois electric cooperatives. From left are: Becki L. Keil of Dongola, Sherry L. Sommer of Metropolis, 
Ton'll Torsvik of Dongola, Joe (Del) Byassee of Villa Ridge, and Carol Duty, administrative assistant for Southern and 
essay contest coordinator, who accompanied the students to Mt. Vernon for their departure from Illinois. 

Del Byassee is Illinois 
representative on YCB 

In anticipation of his week in Wash¬ 
ington, D.C. with the youth tour June 
7-14, Del Byassee of Villa Ridge 
applied for the position of Illinois 
delegate to the NRECA Youth Con¬ 
sulting Board. Chaperones on the tour 
from Illinois read these applications 
and of these chose four to run for the 
post of Illinois delegate. 

An election was held during the 
mock annual meeting of the Illinois 
tour group. The nominees were 
announced at that meeting and each 
given one minute to campaign. Del was 
elected by an overwhelming majority. 

During the tour, the Youth Con¬ 
sulting Board members were eligible 
for selection as an Executive Commit¬ 
tee member of the YCB. The Execu¬ 
tive Committee is comprised of one 
representative from each of NRECA’s 
ten regions. Illinois, Iowa and Wis¬ 
consin are in Region V. Selection of 
the Executive Committee is made 
by a panel including members of the 
previous Executive Committee and 

10b 

NRECA officials. The panel based 
their selection upon the interviews and 
applications of the young people. 

Seven applicants including Del were 
chosen by the interview process and 
three were elected by the general 
assembly of the young people. 

As a member of the YCB, Del will 
travel to Washington, D.C., in August 
for a week-long internship. The Execu¬ 
tive Committee members are eligible 
to serve as officers and during this 
August meeting the Committee will 
elect their officers from among the ten 
members. Del will seek election to one 
of the offices. 

Youth Consulting Board members 
strive to understand the principles and 
practices of cooperatives. They want 
to promote a better understanding of 
the rural electrification program 
among the youth. They are to advise 
the NRECA on youth and educational 
activities. They want to acquire a 
working knowledge of all energy 
sources and the role electric coopera¬ 

tives play as energy users and sup¬ 
pliers. They study to become familiar 
with the goals and objectives of 
NRECA, distribution co-ops, state- 
wides and G&T’s. 

There is travel in Del’s future as he 
represents rural electric youth. As a 
YCB member he will also attend the 
NRECA annual meeting in March 
1986 and then return again to Wash¬ 
ington for the youth tour in June of 
next year. 

Del Byassee 
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Pre-Season 
LOW 

PRICES 
Thru July 31, 1985 

17,900/17,600 BTU 
GE SUPERTHRUST™ 
ROOM AIR CONDITIONER 

• 230/208 Volts, 
13.3/13.9 Amps 

• 2 Fan/2 Cooling Speeds 
• Multi-room Airflow System 
• 10 Position Thermostat 

AD718DS 
NOW ONLY 

$659.95 

4 s 
^AIRFLOW/ 

AD923DS NOW ONLY 

$759“ 

22,600/22,200 BTU 
GE SUPERTHRUST™ 
ROOM AIR CONDITIONER 

• Hi-Efficiency,* 7.7/7.6 EER 
• 230/208 Volts, 

12.8/14.1 Amps 
• 3' Fan/3 Cooling Speeds 
• Powerful Airflow System 
• 10 Position Thermostat 

* Before purchasing this appliance, read important energy cost 
and efficiency information available. 

Take Advantage 
of Pre-Season Prices 
on Carry-Cool® 

Room Air Conditioners 

EXCLUSIVE! 

SYEAR 
Limited Warranty 

ON ENTIRE UMT-MCLU0ES ALL PARIS & LABOR. 

Just Take It In! 

CARRY-COOL ROOM AIR CONDITIONERS 
Written General Electric Company Warranty available for details. 

4,000 BTU 
GE CARRY-COOL® 
Room Air Conditioner 

• 115 Volts, 7.5 Amps 
• Easy Installation 
• 2 Fan/2 Cooling 

Speeds 
• 10 Position 

Thermostat 

PRE-SEASON 
PRICE 

$289.95 

5,000 BTU 
GE CARRY-COOL® 
Room Air Conditioner 

• 115 Volts, 7.5 Amps 
• Easy Installation 
• 10 Position 

Thermostat 
• 2 Fan/2 Cooling 

Speeds 

NOW ONLY 

$309.“ 

Comfort 
Cooling 
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Entrants 
sought 
for 
pageant 

Eligible girls may enter the Miss 

Southern contest by completing and 

mailing the entry form at the bottom 

of this page. Do this at once! 

RULES 

Entrant must be a member of a 

family who has an active membership 

currently receiving power from the 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative. 

Entrant must be unmarried 

between the ages of 16 and 22. 

Previous first-place winners are not 

eligible. 

Candidates will appear in formals 

and swimsuits (other than bikini). 

Cooperative does not bear the 

winner’s clothing expense. 

First prize: $100 cash, trophy, sash, 

and all-expense paid trip to Washing¬ 

ton D. C. 

Second prize: $75 cash and gift. (In 

the event first place prize winner 

cannot go to Washington, the second 

prize winner has the opportunity). 

Third prize: $50 cash and gift. 

Consolation prize of $10 cash 

awarded to each entry. 

“Miss Congeniality” trophy 

awarded to contestant chosen by other 

entrants in competition. 

Entries will be judged as follows: 

Beauty: 25% Facial, 25% Figure; 

Poise: 10% Posture, 5% Grace;Person¬ 

ality: 15% Charm, 10% Grooming; 

Ability: 5% Past Achievements, 5% 

Talent or Domestic Ability. 

Annual meeting 
notice 

Registration 5 p.m. — 7 p.m. 

The 46th annual meeting notice 

will be in the mail July 25. Read the 

comments and reports of your man¬ 

agement and officers. The registration 

card will be attached to the notice. 

Bring it with you to that annual meet¬ 

ing August 2 at the Meredian Elemen¬ 

tary School at Mounds. Food will be 

available. 

Raymond Snell, representing the board of directors, awards Rebecca Lynn Keil 
the trophy and $100 check as she became "Miss Southern 1984." 

Beauty Pageant Entry Form 
I agree to abide by the rules set forth herein and I herewith give my permission for 

the Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative to use my picture and name for any 

publicity purposes in connection with the contest. I understand that if I should win 

the contest and be unable to participate in cooperative activities, an alternate may be 

selected in the manner described. 

Name     I 

Address     > 

Account No. Age Date of Birth   I 

(obtain from billing book) 

Parents' Name     I 

(Applicant) 

I certify that this information is true to the best of my knowledge. Please accept my 

entry in the Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative Beauty Contest. 

Signed -      

If living with other than parents give name and address of person you live with. 
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Do you 
know these 
people? 

The abandoned property list for the 
period 7/1/77 to 6/30/78 includes the 
following names with their last known 
address. Refund checks issued to these 
consumers were returned because of 
no forwarding address: 
Robert Lewis, Tamms, IL 62988 
Russell King, Grand Chain, IL 62941 
Ruth Woods, 514 35th St., Cairo, IL 

62914 
Carl Crawford, Box 251, Jonesboro, 

IL 62952 
Kathryn D. Kelley, P.O. Box 141, 

Olive Branch, IL 62969 
A. J. Jones, Route 1, Metropolis, IL 

61960 
Paul Mungle, Hamletsburg, IL 62944 
Robin V. Goskie, Olive Branch, IL 

62969 
Issah Jones, Tamms, IL 62988 
Jan Wolfson, Route 1, Box 87, 

Makanda, IL 62958 
Frank Eaves, Route 2, Anna, IL 62906 
Hazel Scott, Box 274, East Cape 

Mobile Park, McClure, IL 62957 
James Farris, Route 2, Metropolis, IL 

62960 
Lowell Hawkins, Route 1, Vienna, IL 

62995 
Larry Spurlock, Route 1, Box 400, 

Makanda, IL 62958 
Cathy Hall, Route 3, Metropolis, IL 

62960 
John Cross, Route 2, Dongola, IL 

62926 
Donald R. Tramley, Route 1, Anna, IL 

62906 
Ervin Hines, Route 1, Box 21, Tamms, 

IL62988 
Herman Webb, 17 W. 677 St., Haw¬ 

thorne Lane, Wood Dale, IL 60191 
Andrew Boehofner, 6003 W. “C” St., 

Belleville, IL 62223 

MISS SOUTHERN ILLINOIS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 1985 
Terri Hogue, 18, daughter of Roy A. and Carleen Hogue, Rural Route, Anna, 
was crowned the new "Miss Southern" during the annual meeting of the cooper¬ 
ative members held at Meridian Elementary School, Mounds, August 2. Terri is 
enrolled at S.I.U.-Carbondale and her career goals include attending S.I.U. Law 
School and perhaps later entering politics. She is a graduate of Dongola High 
School where she was a class officer, cheerleader, involved in Beta Club, FHA, 
Science Club, Band, Yearbook Staff, and JETS. As part of her prize. Miss 
Southern will accompany the Illinois essay winners in June 1986 on the "Youth 
to Washington" tour. 

New billing books 
New billing books will 

be mailed in September 
for your October 1 
meter reading. If you have 

not received the book by 
October 1, please call 
your Cooperative office at 
827-3555. 

September 1 985 14a 



First runner-up Sherry Lynne Sommer, 

17-year-old daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Paul W. Sommer, Metropolis. Sherry is 

a student at Massac County High 
School and is a cheerleader and 
involved in Band, Volleyball, Spanish 

Club, Science Club and Pep Club. She 
is a gifted pianist and enjoys collecting 
clowns, playing clarinet and singing. 

Second runner-up Andrea L. Alfter, 
16-year-old daughter of Mrs. Wilma E. 
Alfter, Karnak. Andrea is enrolled at 

Southeast Missouri University and 

plans a career as a legal secretary. A 
graduate of Century High School, she 

was a cheerleader and involved in 
Band, Student Council and Softball. 
She enjoys tennis, water skiing and 

bike riding. 

Miss Congeniality Carol Lynn Duty, 

16-year-old daughter of Lloyd and 

Carol Duty, Anna. Carol attends 
Dongola High School and is active in 

Student Council, Beta Club, Class 
Officer, Science Club, FHA Hero, Art 

Club and Chorus. She enjoys water 
skiing, horseback riding, swimming 
and being with family and friends. 

Meredian Elementary gymnasium on annual meeting night. The accommodations were comfortable and the acoustics made 
the entire meeting an enjoyable event. 
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"Miss Southern 1985" Terri Hogue 
and mother, Carleen Hogue, are look¬ 

ing very pleased about the judges' 
decision. 

Del Byassee thanked the cooperative 

membership for the opportunity given 
him through the essay program and 

stated he is looking forward to repre¬ 
senting Southern Illinois during his 
term on the Youth Consulting Board 

and Executive Committee. 

Sam Brown, Belknap, director for the 
Cooperative 1943-1945 from Johnson 

County, commented on the hardships 
confronted by the rural electrification 

pioneers. 

Contestants from left: Sherry Lynne Sommer, first runner-up. Metropolis; Michelle Lei Aden, 17-year-old daughter of Joe 

Aden and Vicki Connell, East Cape; Andrea L. Alfter, second runner-up, Karnak; Reva Mae Dugger, 17-year-old daughter 
of Rev. and Mrs. Francis Dugger, Anna; "Miss Southern 1985" Terri Hogue, Anna; Kathleen Foss, 16-year-old daughter of 

Mr. and Mrs. Lavern Foss, Metropolis; "Miss Congeniality," Carol Lynn Duty, Anna; Melina Beth Corzine, 16-year-old 

daughter of Thomas and Wanda Paris, Brookport; Kimberly Sue Krueger, 16-year-old daughter of Calvin and Doris 

Krueger, Metropolis; Melissa Renee Dowdy, 16-year-old daughter of of Jim and Glenda Dowdy, Tamms: Kerensa K. 

Jacobs, 17-year-old daughter of Curtis and Judy Jacobs, Thebes; Candy Renee Rodgers, 17-year-old daughter of Gary and 
Joyce Rodgers, Olive Branch; and Yansu Arrott, 16-year-old daughter of Reed an Dorothy Arrott, Dongola. 
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Brenda Goines and her mother, Lorene Goines, Grand 
Chain, were winners of the General Electric, 19-inch color 

television with remote control donated by JIMELCO, Inc., 

Memphis, Tennessee. SIEC's Larry Lovell looks on. 

Gerald Skees and his son. Grand Chain, were happy to pick 

up the general Electric microwave oven with stand, which 
was awarded as the grand prize and donated by General 
Electric Co. of St. Louis, Missouri and Southern Illinois 

Electric Coop. 

The panel of judges for the evening's pageant were, from left: Brad Bowen, Carterville; Joyce Mowery Smith, Cairo; Joy 
Castle Fox, Cairo; and Boyd Butler, Carbondale. 

A 25-year award for service on the board of directors was 

presented to Glenn Tripp, Cobden, director from Union A 25-year award was given to Bob Minor, Karnak. Bob 
County. Manager Tim Reeves made the presentations. came to work for the Cooperative in December 1960. 
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October is 
Co-op Month 

Southern Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tive, one of the nation’s 1,000 rural 
electric systems, is celebrating Coopera¬ 
tive Month this October along with 
America’s 40,000 cooperatives. This 
year marks the 21st national obser¬ 
vance of Cooperative Month high¬ 
lighted by the theme, “Building a 
Better America.” 

Cooperatives of every kind have 
proven over and over again that 
their way of conducting business is 
both efficient and economical. The 
cooperative is owned and operated by 
the people it serves. Each member has 
a vote and is eligible to serve on a 
co-op’s board elected by the co-op’s 
consumer-owners at their annual meet¬ 
ing. 

This year is particularly meaningful 
to rural electric cooperatives because 
May 11 marked the 50th anniversary 
of the Rural Electrification Admini¬ 
stration, created by an executive order 
of President Franklin Roosevelt in 
1935 to help bring electricity to the 
nation’s farms and rural areas. 

Rural electric cooperatives have 
been, and still are today, one of 
America’s greatest success stories. The 
rural electric program is one of people 
working together to fulfill a common 
need, to better their way of life and 
improve their communities. Coopera¬ 
tives are proud of their history and 
achievements which benefit both rural 

October 1985 

areas and the entire nation. 
Even though many consumer- 

members are too young to remember 
the hardships and struggles of rural 
electric pioneers in establishing coop¬ 
eratives, the cooperative spirit and 
pride still prevail in second and third- 

generation rural electric consumers. 
Today’s challenges are of a different 
nature, but rural electric leaders and 
consumers know their cooperatives are 
a vital part of a changing rural com¬ 
munity and their contributions are 
important to the entire nation. 

_ 
MISS SOUTHERN IS PEACH FESTIVAL QUEEN AND UNION COUNTY 
FAIR QUEEN 
Once again the judges of the SIEC beauty pageant have proven themselves 
efficient by their choice of Terri Hogue as Miss Southern 1985. Terri has gone 
on to win the title of Cobden Peach Festival Queen and also was named Union 
County Fair Queen during the month of August. 
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Loraine McGee 

Loraine McGee 
attends school 

Loraine McGee, billing coordinator 
at SIEC, has recently completed an 
intensive course of study at one of 
IBM’s Guided Learning Centers. 

The billing coordinator maintains 
the electric revenue accounts and is 
responsible for accounts receivable 
from electric consumers. 

The Guided Learning Center is a 
carefully structured educational 
environment, developed to provide 
training for IBM customer personnel 
in the installation and operation of 
selected IBM systems. In the center, 
students proceed at their own pace 
through interactive course materials 
under the guidance of an education 
administrator. 

During the month of August, 
Loraine attended the center in St. 
Louis, Missouri, where she received 
training in programming, design fun¬ 
damentals, and an introduction to 
report generating computer language. 

Loraine has been an employee of 
the cooperative since 1973 and was 
cashier before moving into the billing 
department in 1975. The appointment 
as billing coordinator occurred when 
the cooperative began the conversion 
from manual record keeping to data 
processing. 

Loraine has proved adept at 
changes, as the cooperative has 
recently converted billing procedure 
over to an in-house IBM 36 system. 
Loraine attended the school to prepare 
for more extensive use of the system’s 
potential. 

SIEC converts to 
in-house computer 

In the fall of 1984, the SIEC board 
of directors authorized the purchase of 
an in-house IBM System 36 computer. 
The investment will save the coopera¬ 
tive several thousand dollars over the 
next seven to eight years. The move to 
an in-house system replaced the data 
processing service bureau which the 
cooperative had been using since 1978. 
Oregon Computer of Bend, Oregon 
was contracted to implement the 
software applications. Oregon Com¬ 
puter is a software company which 
specializes in rural electrics, utilities, 
water districts and other industries. 

Included with the system are 
individual work stations and a 3262 
printer. The work stations at the 
employee’s desks make possible 
instant access to consumer records. 
More information is now available. 

The 3262 printer is capable of 
printing 600 lines per minute. Because 
of this, for the first time in this 
cooperative’s history, we were able to 
print our own billing books. It took 
approximately 28 hours of printing 
time to do this, as we printed 12 meter 
reading sheets each for approximately 
7,900 consumers. 

As of January 1, 1985, conversion 
was 100 percent completed. We 
appreciate the patience you have 
shown during the changeover to the 
new system. 

SI EC's IBM computer 

Linda Keller 

Linda Keller 
promoted 

In March of this year, Linda Keller 
was promoted to the work order clerk 
position in the engineering depart¬ 
ment. 

Linda has been an employee of the 
cooperative since June, 1976. She was 
cashier for the last several years and 
most of the consumers who pay at the 
desk are familiar with her friendly and 
cooperative attitude. 

As work order clerk, Linda is 
responsible for maintaining records on 
all construction materials and service 
retirements. When the cooperative 
receives trouble calls, Linda is the one 
who transmits this information to the 
serviceman in the field. Linda has an 
important job as her bookkeeping 
is the first step in the fine tuned 
accounting that is required in rural 
electric cooperatives today. 

Office closing 
The cooperative office will be 
closed November 11 to honor those 
Americans who have served their 
country in the defense of our free¬ 
dom. 
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of VALUES 

GE MICROWAVE OVEN 
OFFERS COOKING 
VERSATILITY 
1.4 cu. ft. oven cavity. 
Cooking Complete 
Reminder tells you 
cooking cycle is finished. 
Word Prompting Display 
provides programming 
instructions. Up to 
12-Hour Delay Start. 
10 Power Levels. 

$300.°° 
5-CYCLE BUILT-IN 
DISHWASHER 
Energy saver drying option. 
2-level wash action. 3-way 
sound control. Full 10-year 
warranty on PermaTuf® 
tub and door liner. (Ask 
for details.) 

$305.°° 

Model TBX18 

FREE 
DELIVERY 

IN LOCAL 
TRADING 

AREA 
(ASK FOR DETAILS] 

$599.°° 
GE REFRIGERATOR WITH 

LOW OPERATING COST 
17.7 cu. ft. capacity; 

5.01 cu. ft. freezer. 
Equipped for optional 

automatic icemaker. Three 
cabinet shelves. 3 door 

shelves. One holds 
6-packs. Twin vegetable 

bins. Energy Saver Switch. 
Textured doors. 

Model CB15DF 

15.6 CU. FT. 
CHEST FREEZER 
Sliding basket for storage 
convenience. Adjustable 
temperature control. Built- 
in lock with self-ejecting 
key. Efficient urethane 
foam insulation. Only 
44V2" wide. 

$390.°° 
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1985 annual meeting door prize winners 
PRIZE WINNER DONOR PRIZE WINNER DONOR 

1 Gal. Sentry White Flat 
Interior Wall Paint 

Steve Williams 
Tamms, IL 

Corzine’s Hardware 
104 Front St. 
Dongola, IL 62926 

25 Ft. Extension Cord Charles Baccus 
Metropolis, IL 

Electric Lab & Sales 
P.O. Box 729 
Mattoon, IL 61938 

6 Qts. 10W40 Fire & Ice 
Motor Oil 

Elvis Miller 
Dongola, IL 

Smoot Oil Company, Inc. 
Dongola, IL 62926 

21 Lb. Box FS Power 
Plus Detergent 

Dugan Tripp 
Cobden, IL 

Fruit Belt Service Co. 
P.O. Box 366 
Vienna, IL 62995 

General Electric 19 In. Color 
TV w/Remote Control 

Warren Goines 
Grand Chain, IL 

JIMELCO, Inc. 
P.O. Box 2121 
Memphis, TN 38159 

General Electric Call-Maker 
Clock Radio Telephone 

J. M. Wilson 
Karnak, IL 

Donco Electric 
P.O. Box 120 
Eldorado, IL 62930 

$50 U.S. Savings Bond Allen T ash 
Tamms, IL 

First State Bank of Dongola 
Dongola, IL 62926 

Presto 11 In. Electric 
Fry Pan 

Roger Conant 
Villa Ridge, IL 

United Utility Supply 
P.O. Box 32170 
Louisvflle, KY 40232 

6 Qts. 10W40 Fire & Ice 
Motor Oil 

Dugan Tripp 
Cobden, IL 

Smoot Oil Company, Inc. 
P.O. Box 155 
Dongola, IL 62926 

1 Year Subscription Henry Schnaare 
Karnak, IL 

Dongola Tri-County Rec. 
P.O. Box 187 
Dongola, IL 62926 

1 Gal. White Satin Tone 
Latex House Paint 

Melford Krueger 
Metropolis, IL 

Associated Lumber 
Dongola, IL 62926 

Kodak Instant Camera Charles Harvel 
Tamms, IL 

Curtis Industries 
5040 Sea Isle 
Memphis, TN 38117 

6 Qts. 10W40 Fire & Ice 
Motor Oil 

Hodges General Store 
Belknap, IL 

Smoot Oil Company, Inc. 
P.O. Box 155 
Dongola, IL 62926 

Farberware 12 In. Stain¬ 
less Steel Electric Fry Pan 
with Cover 

James M. Holt 
Metropolis, IL 

Oil Field Electric 
P.O. Box 247 
West Frankfort, IL 62896 

Kassnar Deluxe Sound Muff O. H. Gas kill Jim Wilson Co. 
Ullin, IL 2100 Themis 

Cape Girardeau, MO 63701 

“Steamin’ Hot” Hot Water 
Dispenser 

Virgil Kinder 
Jonesboro, IL 

Guy Gray Supply Co. 
BlandviUe Rd, P.O. Box 2287 
Paducah, KY 42001-0214 

1 Gal. Sentry White Flat 
Latex Interior Wall Paint 

Charles Edwards 
Villa Ridge, IL 

Corzine’s Hardware 
104 Front Street 
Dongola, IL 62926 

6 Qts. 10W40 Fire & Ice 
Motor Oil 

George Temke 
Olmsted, IL 

Smoot Oil Company, Inc. 
P.O. Box 155 
Dongola, IL 62926 

Flowtron Bugfighter Carlos Dodson 
Mill Creek, IL 

Oil Field Electric 
P.O. Box 247 
West Frankfort, IL 62896 

$20 Gift Certificate Donald Riley 
Kamak, IL 

Jo-An Laundry 8c Cl. 
339 S. Main 
Anna, IL 62906 

6 Qts. 10W40 Fire & Ice 
Motor Oil 

George Modglin 
Ullin, IL 

Smoot Oil Company 
P.O. Box 155 
Dongola, IL 62926 

21 Lb. Box FS Power 
Plus Detergent 

Elmer B. Jacobs, Jr. 
Dongola, IL 

Fruit Belt Service Co. 
P.O. Box 366 
Vienna, IL 62995 

6 Qts. 10W40 Fire & Ice 
Motor Oil 

W. R. Eastwood 
Kamak, IL 

Smoot Oil Company, Inc. 
P.O. Box 155 
Dongola, IL 62926 

1985 United States 
Proof Set 

Calvin Krueger 
Metropolis, IL 

Henry A. Petter Supply 
P.O. Box 2350 
Paducah, KY 42002-2 350 

Hamilton Beach Electric 
Knife 

Fem Waddy 
Olmsted, IL 

Escam bia Trearing Co. 
P.O. Box 17108 
Pensacola, FL 32522-7108 

6 Qts. 10W40 Fire & Ice 
Motor Oil 

Wanda Moore 
Jonesboro, IL 

Smoot Oil Company, Inc. 
P.O. Box 155 
Dongola, IL 62926 

$2 5 Gift Certificate Everett Schnaare 
Olmsted, IL 

Reppert’s Warehouse Fum. 
P.O. Box 529 
Anna, IL 62906 

Rittenhouse Door Chimes Curtis J acobs, Jr. 
Thebes, IL 

Schott Electrical Dist. 
1109 N. Kingshighway 
Cape Girardeau, MO 63701 

6 Inch Oscillating Desk Fan Archie Wright 
Anna, IL 

6 Qts. 10W40 Fire & Ice 
Motor Oil 

Edward L, Haley 
Kamak, IL 

Fletcher-Reinhardt Co. 
11440 Schenk Drive 
Maryland Heights, MO 63043 

Smoot Oil Company, Inc. 
P.O. Box 155 
Dongola, IL 62926 

GRAND PRIZE WINNER 
General Electric Micro- 
wave Oven with Stand 

Gerald Skees 
Grand Chain, IL 

General Electric Co. 
St. Louis, MO and 
Southern Illinois Elec. Coop. 
Dongola, IL 62926 

WARNING Long metal objects 
can be dangerous to your health 

Never install a television antenna or CB antenna within falling reach 
of a power line. While most accidents have occurred during installa¬ 
tion, if you already have such an antenna, plan to move it to a safe 
location. Better notify your power supplier so he can de-energize 
the line before you move it. 

Who would build a building or place a haystack under power lines? 
It happens all too frequently, and the cost can be high in terms of 
life or serious injury. State law forbids building within 6 feet of a 
power line. 

Be careful and alert loading 
with boom trucks near 
power lines. Wires and 
cranes can be a lethal mix 
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Linemen 
attend 
Hot Line 
School 

Four SIEC linemen attended the 
Hot Line School of Illinois electric 
cooperatives at Lincoln Land Com¬ 
munity College in Springfield the week 
of September 30 through October 4. 
Sam Brown, Bob Fisher, Sam Rider 
and Tom Keller received instruction 
for maintaining a safe, efficient elec¬ 
tric transmission and distribution 
system. 

SIEC has joined with other electric 
cooperatives to establish an innovative 
extension curriculum of training and 
enrichment programs for our employ¬ 
ees.- “hot line” schools for linemen, 
equipment workshops, first aid, and 

Linemen attending Hot Line school are, from left: Sam Rider, Bob Fisher, Sam 
Brown and Tom Keller. 

apprentice and advanced training 
courses that are all designed to further 
improve the working skills of our 
employees. 

Electric cooperatives, locally owned 
by the members we serve, maintain 
more than half the electric distribution 
network in Illinois. Our employees 

understand how vital our service is to 
the well-being of farms, homes and 
businesses along our lines. 

Our employees take their lessons 
seriously. We look upon our education 
programs not only as a duty to our 
employees, but as an obligation to 
those we serve. 

Happy Thanksgiving 
In America, the gathering of the crop has been climaxed traditionally 

by prayers and a feast of Thanksgiving. 

As this season’s harvest draws to a close, let us pause and give thanks 

for the many fine blessings and everyday joys of our lives. The 

directors and employees of Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 

wish you and yours a happy and pleasant Thanksgiving. 

The Cooperative office will be closed on Thursday, November 28, and 

* Friday, November 29, for the Thanksgiving holidays. 
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Bylaws amended at annual meeting 
Several bylaw changes were 

approved by the membership at the 
annual meeting of the members 
August 2, held at Meridian Elementary 
School, Mounds. 

The following amended bylaws will 
have the new wording underscored and 
the deleted words will be omitted. 

ARTICLE 1 SECTION 3. Purchase 
of Electric Energy. Each member shall, 
as soon as electric energy shall be avail¬ 
able, purchase from the Cooperative 
all electric energy used on the premises 
specified in his application for mem¬ 
bership, and shall pay therefor 
monthly at rates which shall from time 
to time be fixed by the board of direc¬ 
tors, provided, however, that the 
board of directors may limit the 
amount of electric energy which the 
cooperative shall be required to fur¬ 
nish to any one member. Payment for 
electric energy shall include for each 
member a subscription to JAMUP, its 
successor publication or any other 
publication of the Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative and to the ILLI¬ 
NOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS, or 
its successor publication, published by 
the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives. It is expressly under¬ 
stood that amounts paid for electric 
energy in excess of the cost of service 
are furnished by members as capital 
and each member shall be credited 
with the capital so furnished as pro¬ 
vided in these bylaws. Each member 
shall pay to the Cooperative such 
minimum amount per month regard¬ 
less of the amount of electric energy 
consumed, as shall be fixed by the 
board of directors from time to time. 
Each member shall also pay all 
amounts owed by him to the Coop¬ 
erative, as and when the same shall 
become due and payable. Each mem- 
ber shall also pay collection fees, 
including reasonable attorneys fees 
and court costs, in the event of non¬ 
payment of accounts. 

ARTICLE III SECTION 2. Quali 
fication and Tenure. The persons 
named as directors in the Certificate 
of Incorporation of the Cooperative 
shall compose the board of directors 

until the first annual meeting or until 
their successors shall have been elected 
and shall have qualified. At the annual 
meeting of the members beginning 
with the year 1949, nine directors 
shall be elected by ballot, by and from 
the members, three of whom shall 
serve for one year, three for two years, 
and three for three years, to be deter¬ 
mined by lot; and every year there¬ 
after, three directors shall be elected 
for a term of three years, and provided 
that in order to insure geographical 
representation that only one director 
is to be elected from any ONE county 
within the Cooperative for the same 
year except to fill an unexpired term 
within said County. That all directors 
are to serve until their successors shall 
have been elected and shall have quali¬ 
fied, subject to the provision of these 
bylaws with respect to the removal of 
directors. That the word year shall 
mean from annual meeting to annual 
meeting. No member shall be eligible 
to become or remain a director, or to 
hold any position of trust in the Coop¬ 
erative who is not a bona fide resident 
in the area served by the cooperative, 
or who is in any way employed by or 
substantially interested in a competing 
enterprise or a business primarily 
engaged in selling electrical or plumb¬ 
ing appliances, fixtures or supplies to 
the members of the Cooperative, or 
who is an employee of the Coopera- 
tlve, and no person shall take or hold 
office as a director who is the incum¬ 
bent of or candidate for an elective 
public office in connection with which 
a salary is paid. When a membership is 
held jointly by a husband and wife, 
either one, but not both, may be 
elected a director, provided, however, 
that neither one shall be eligible to 
become or remain a director or to hold 
a position of trust in the Cooperative 
unless both shall meet the qualifica¬ 
tions hereinabove set forth. Nothing in 
this section contained shall, or shall be 
construed to, affect in any manner 
whatsoever the validity of any action 
taken at any meeting of the board of 
directors. 

ARTICLE V SECTION 11. Com¬ 

pensation. The compensation, if any, 
of any officer, agent or employee who 
is a close relative of a director, shall be 
determined by the members, as pro¬ 
vided elsewhere in these bylaws, and 
the powers, duties and compensation 
of any other officers, agents and 
employees shall be fixed by the board 
of directors. 

ARTICLE III SECTION 3. Nom¬ 
ination. It shall be the duty of the 
President by and with the advice and 
consent of the members of the meet¬ 
ing to appoint a committee on nomi¬ 
nations for the coming year consisting 
of not less than five (5) nor more than 
eleven (11) regular members, and also 
an alternate member for each regular 
member appointed to such committee 
on nominations, who shall be selected 
so as to give equitable representation 
on the committee to the geographical 
areas served or to be served by the 
Cooperative. No officer or member 
of the board of directors shall be 
appointed a member of such commit¬ 
tee. The committee shall prepare and 
post at the principal office of the 
Cooperative at least thirty (30) days 
before the meeting a list of nomina¬ 
tions for directors, but fifteen (15) 
or more members may make other 
nominations in writing over their 
signatures not less than twenty-five 
(25) days prior to the meeting and 
secretary shall post the same at the 
same place where the list of nomi¬ 
nations made by the committee is 
posted. The Secretary shall mail with 
the notice of the meeting a statement 

of the number of directors to be 
elected and showing separately the 
nominations made by the committee 
on nominations and the nominations 
made by petition, if any. Nothing con¬ 
tained herein shall, however, prevent 
additional nominations to be made 
from the floor at the meeting of the 
members. The members may, at any 
meeting at which a director or direc¬ 
tors shall be removed, as hereinbefore 
provided, elect a successor or succes¬ 
sors thereto without compliance with 
the foregoing provision with respect to 

(Continued on page 12d) 
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THANKSGIVING 

MICROWAVE OVEN 
Offers Cooking Versatility 

with DUAL WAVE ™ 
Microwave System 

5-YEAR 
LIMITED 

WARRANTY 

Model JET211 

1.4 cu. ft. oven cavity. 
Cooking Complete Reminder tells you cooking cycle 
is finished. 
Word Prompting Display provides 
programming instructions. 
Up to 12-Hour Delay Start. 
10 Power Levels. 

WAS $340.00 

NOW $300.00 

SAVE $40.00 

SPACEMAKER 11™ 
MICROWAVE OVEN 

HANGS FROM KITCHEN 
WALL CABINETS 

Wide .8 cu. ft. cavity. Easy 
to install in less than an 

hour. Time Cooking with 
35-minute timer. Defrost 

cycle. Variable Power 
Levels. 5-Year Limited 

Warranty—Carry-1 n 
Service (Parts & Labor) 

See warranty for details. 

$280.00 

GE. We bring good things to life. 
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Bylaws 
(Continued from page 12b) 
nominations. Notwithstanding any¬ 
thing in this section contained, failure 
to comply with any of the provisions 
of this section shall not affect in any 
manner whatsoever the validity of any 
election of directors. 

ARTICLE IX SECTION 2. Patron¬ 
age Capital in Connection with Fur¬ 
nishing Electric Energy. In the furnish¬ 
ing of electric energy the cooperative’s 
operations shall be so conducted that 
all patrons will through their patron¬ 
age furnish capital for the Cooperative. 
In order to induce patronage and to 
assure that the Cooperative will oper¬ 
ate on a non-profit basis the Coop¬ 
erative is obligated to account on a 
patronage basis to all its patrons for 
all amounts received and receivable 
from the furnishing of electric energy 
in excess of operating costs and 
expenses properly chargeable against 
the furnishing of electric energy. All 
such amounts in excess of operating 
costs and expenses at the moment of 
receipt by the Cooperative are received 
with the understanding that they are 
furnished by the patrons as capital. 
The Cooperative is obligated to pay by 
credits to a capital account for each 
patron all such amounts in excess of 
operating costs and expenses. The 
books and records of the Cooperative 
shall be set up and kept in such a 
manner that at the end of each fiscal 
year the amount of capital, if any, so 
furnished by each patron is clearly 
reflected and credited in an appro¬ 
priate record to the capital account of 
each patron, and the Cooperative shall 
within a reasonable time after the 
close of the fiscal year notify each 
patron of the amount of capital so 
credited to his account; provided, that 
individual notices of such amounts 
furnished by each patron shall not be 
required if the Cooperative notifies all 
patrons of the aggregate amount of 
such excess and provides a clear 
explanation of how each patron may 
compute and determine for himself 
the specific amount of capital so 
credited to him. All such amounts 
credited to the capital account of any 
patron shall have the same status as 
though they had been paid to the 
patron in cash in pursuance of a legal 
obligation to do so and the patron had 

then furnished the Cooperative corres¬ 
ponding amounts for capital. 

ARTICLE XVI. Gift of Capital 
Credits. The Cooperative shall recover, 
after a period of 2 years, any unclaimed 
capital credits, patronage refunds, 
utility deposits, membership fees, 
account balances, or book equity for 
which the owner (member or former 
member) cannot be found and are the 
result of distributable savings of the 
Cooperative, giving 60 days’ notice in 
a newspaper printed in the English 
language and published in the county 
in which the Cooperative locates its 
general headquarters. Such notice shall 
state the owner’s name and approxi¬ 
mate amount of owner’s interest, and 
that if not fully claimed within 60 
days of said notice, the same shall be 
turned over to the cooperative, which 
shall reallocate the same to other 
members. If no provable claim shall 
have been filed by such notice within 
60 days after the one-time publication 
of said notice, the Cooperative may 
credit against said account any amounts 
due and owing the Cooperative by said 
member and thereafter allocate to the 
other members of the Cooperative on 
a pro rata basis. Such amounts of said 
members (the allocation herein con¬ 
templated) shall be allocated to those 
who are the members as of the year 
and on a pro rate basis for the year in 
which the 60th day falls after the pub¬ 
lished notice. 

The failure of any member or 
former member to claim any cash 
retirement or capital credit or other 
payment within 2 years after payment 
has been made available to such per¬ 
son will constitute an irrevocable 
assignment to the Cooperative and will 
give the Cooperative such capital cred¬ 
its or other payments. 

ARTICLE XVII. Rules of Order. 
Parliamentary procedure at all meet¬ 
ings of the members, of the Board of 
Directors, of any committee provided 
for in these bylaws and of any other 
committee of the members or Board 
of Directors which may from time to 
time be duly established shall be 
governed by the most recent edition of 
Sturgis’ Standard Code of Parliamen¬ 
tary Procedure, except to the extent 
such procedure is otherwise deter¬ 
mined by law or by the Cooperative’s 
Articles of Incorporation or bylaws. 

Tax reduced 
The new Illinois Public Utility Tax 

will become effective with all meter 
readings after January 1, 1986. Most 
members will benefit from this tax 
change. The new public utility tax will 
be $.0032 per kilowatt-hour or 5 per¬ 
cent of the total bill, whichever is less. 
The present public utility tax is 5 
percent of the total bill. 

New rate sheets reflecting the new 
tax will be mailed in December for use 
with your January bill due. 

Need help? 
Home energy assistance is available 

through the Shawnee Development 
Council, Inc. for members living in 
Massac, Johnson, Pulaski, Alexander, 
Pope, and Union counties. 

Shawnee Development Council has 
been designated to implement the 
Illinois Home Energy Assistance Pro¬ 
gram, or IHEAP, for 1986. This year’s 
program is to begin in early November 
giving priority to senior citizens, 
handicapped and disconnected eligible 
households. All other clientele will be 
eligible to apply for fuel assistance in 
December. 

The council has offices in Kar- 
nak. For telephone assistance call: 
634-2201,634-2682 or 634-2373. 

Help us find 
these people 

The following people have refund 
checks that the post office was unable 
to deliver because of insufficient 
address or no forwarding address. As 
of December 31, 1985, these checks 
will be written off. 
John Burton, Route 2, Box 167, 

Metropolis, IL 62960 
Leon M. Chew, Route 1, Perks, IL 

62973 
Susie Stone, 22 E. Cape Terrace, 

McClure, IL 62957 
Linda Sullivan, Route 1, Box 164A, 

Jonesboro, IL 62952 
Gene Field, East Cape Mobile Park, 

Route 1, Box 247, McClure, IL 
62957 

Gina Mann, Route 1, Brookport, IL 
62910 

Earl D. Thompson, Box 61, Olive 
Branch,IL 62969 
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SIEC 
Resale 

Department 

Esther Fisher is merchandise clerk in 
the resale department. Customers 
enjoy her friendly, helpful attitude. 
Twenty-five years experience enables 
her to provide expert advice on 
the choice of appliances. 

Earl Edmonds, electronics technician, 
maintains televisions and sound sys¬ 
tems sold by the department as well as 
the radio communication system of 
the Cooperative. 

Barbara Keller would be happy to help 
you decide on a new freezer or other 
appliance. As merchandising clerk, she 
is busy with sales and record keeping 
for the resale department. 

Ray Toler, senior service technician, 
and Leonard Temke, service techni¬ 
cian, have over 40 years combined 
experience in repair of home appli¬ 
ances and water pumps. 

Office closing 
The SIEC office will be closed on the following days in 

observance of the holiday season: Christmas, Wednesday, 
Dec. 25, and New Year’s Day, Wednesday, Jan. 1. 

Ron Medlin, member services director 
of the Cooperative, is manager of the 
resale department, as well as fulfilling 
the duties of power use adviser. 
Maintaining quality merchandise and 
service are his goals for this depart¬ 
ment. 

Happy holidays 
There’s a wonderful kind of electri¬ 

city during the holiday season, elec¬ 
tricity you can’t get from us. It’s in 
twinkling lights, the joy of caroling 
and parties, the warmth of family 
visits, the excitement of little children, 
the happy anticipation of a family 
feast. Use our electricity — safely 
and wisely — to enjoy your electricity, 
and have a happy holiday. 

Directors, Staff and Employees 

To report an outage 
To report outages during office 

hours, call: 827-3555 
To report outages after hours 

(nights, weekends, holidays), call: 
Dongola, 827-3689 Carl George 
Dongola, 827-3 579 Ron Medlin 
Dongola, 827-4202 Ken Corzine 
Metropolis area: 
Metropolis, 524-2380 Leonard Martin 
Metropolis, 524-5627 Perry Dailey 

Either the Dongola or Metropolis 
area may communicate via two-way 
radio (between each other) in case of 

emergencies when any of these num¬ 
bers cannot be reached. 

SOUTHERN ILLINOIS 
ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 

Telephone: 827-3555 Box 97 
DONGOLA, ILLINOIS 62926 
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Keep your electric 
There are a number of problems 

that can affect electric motors. Some 
simple maintenance suggestions to 
help you combat these troubles 
follow: 

Dirt, Dust and Lint 
Every minute of every day, dust is 

settling on open motors, on housings, 
windings, slip rings and commutators 
— trying to work its way into bearings. 
On windings, dust acts as a layer of 
insulation which may confine heat 
that may reach dangerous tempera¬ 
tures. On slip rings and commutators, 
it may act as an abrasive. Inside bear¬ 
ings, dust may be as harmful as sand¬ 
paper to highly polished surfaces. 
Although much of the cobwebs, chaff, 
dust, insects, weed fuzz and other 
foreign material blows on through 
the motor, it cannot get rid of all the 
dirt itself, so fight dirt by wiping 
motors with a clean rag regularly. 
Occasionally blow dust out of a 
motor’s windings with an air compres¬ 
sor, tire pump or vacuum cleaner. See 
that oil filler caps are closed on bear¬ 
ings and that dust seals and gaskets 
are in good condition. 

Stray Oil 
Outside of bearings, oil is damaging 

to electric motors. Sticky oil catches 
dust. When oil and dirt cover a com¬ 
mutator, good performance is impos¬ 
sible. When it combines with dust in 
the motor windings, a greasy, gummy 
mess results. This may create a short¬ 
ing or grounding hazard. Remove oil 

motors healthy 
and dust with the aid of a nonflamma¬ 

ble solvent. Take care not to soak or 
scrape the insulation. Never immerse 
motor winding in the solvent. 

Moisture 
Moisture, whether you can see it 

or not, is an enemy of motors. In 
damp places and during damp humid 
weather, moisture may condense on 
the motor windings and other motor 
parts and soak into the insulation in 
the motor to cause serious trouble. 
Water may drip on the motor or be 
splashed on it from a wet floor. Keep¬ 
ing electric motors clean and dry 
should be a goal of effective mainte¬ 
nance. However, it is impractical to 
keep motors completely dry in many 
installations. Drip-proof and splash- 
proof housing may be used. If the 
motor is accidently submerged in 
water or becomes thoroughly soaked, 
one should get rid of the moisture 
lodged in the motor as quickly as 
possible. Dry out an electric motor by 
using a portable heater or the warm 
breeze produced by an electric fan 
combined with a portable heater. 

Overheating 
Motors, like people, cannot work 

well when too warm or overheated. 
Dirt, misalignment, vibration, over¬ 
loading or a combination of these can 
cause a motor to overheat. If motor 
windings become too hot, the insula¬ 
tion can be damaged and if they stay 
too hot long enough, they can burn 
out. This can ruin a motor or at least 

Capital credits 
" for 1984 

The board of directors of Southern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative has autho¬ 
rized the allocation of $1,380,920.87 
in capital credits to its members for 
the year 1984. 

Capital credits are not necessarily 
available in the form of cash, but are 
represented largely by investments in 

poles, wire, transformers and other 
equipment required to provide service. 

The allocation of capital credits 
represents an amount allocated to each 

member’s account who received ser¬ 
vice in 1984. This allocated amount 
cannot be used as a credit nor is it 

10d 

available in the form of cash until 
capital credits for the year 1984 are 
retired. In general, no patronage capi¬ 
tal can be retired until the cooperative 
has obtained enough capital to take 
care of all its needs. 

Members may determine the amount 

of their capital credit allocation for 
1984 by multiplying the total amount 
paid for electric bills in 1984 by a 
factor of .15470983. 

If you are unable to determine your 
1984 allocation and wish to do so, the 
amount will be furnished on your 
written request. 

To further explain, a capital credit 
plan is an arrangement under which: 
1. A cooperative and its members 

expressly agree that any payment by 

cause an expensive repair job. Over¬ 
heating is produced by wasted electric 
current that does only harm and 
increases your electric bill. 

Vibration 
Misalignment is one important 

cause of motor vibration. Settlement 
of foundations, heavy floor loading, 
careless servicing, loose mounting bolts 
and excessive bearing wear can throw 
alignment out of kilter. Even if align¬ 
ment is perfect, vibration in the driven 
machine may be transmitted to the 
motor. Unbalanced fans create vibra¬ 
tion. Sprung or broken shafts, burned- 
out bearings, and overload failure are 
examples of motor damage commonly 
caused by vibration and misalignment. 
The damage can occur in the drive or 
driven machine. 

Friction 
Bearings often receive an insuffi¬ 

cient supply of oil, the wrong oil, grit 
gets into the oil and produces scraping, 
or so much load is put on the bearings 
that the film of oil breaks down. The 
best way to fight friction is to pay 
close attention to the motor manufac¬ 
turers’ lubrication instructions. Too 
much oil ruins more motors than the 
lack of it. 

Inspect electric motors regularly. 
When you inspect them, look for dirt, 
dust, lint, moisture, vibration, stray oil 
and grease, over-heating, poor belt 
alignment, too tight or loose belt. For 
more difficult problems it is wise to 
consult an electrician or your electric 
cooperative’s member service depart¬ 
ment. 

any patron over the cost of serving 
him is capital furnished by the patron 
to the cooperative. 

2. The cooperative credits such 
patronage capital on its books to the 

patrons and 

3. Such capital will be retired when, 
in the opinion of the board of direc¬ 
tors, such retirement will not impair 
the cooperative’s financial position. 

The capital credit plan provides for 
service at cost, for paying off REA and 
CFG loans, for acquiring complete 
local ownership of the cooperative 
system, for giving all patrons full 
credit for all payments in excess of 
cost, and for the eventual repayment 
to the patrons of all capital furnished 
by them. 
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