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Planning is one of management’s key 
elements required in providing dependable, 
economical electric service, and in recent 
weeks, management has been involved in 
extensive feasibility studies in putting the 
1985 work plan together. 

Presently, the work plan for each district 
and department is being scrutinized for 
finalization. We meticulously look ahead at 
what will be required in 1985 for us to 
provide efficient and reliable service to the 
existing members and to build facilities to 
serve the estimated 300 new members which 
we project will be added to our system in 
the upcoming year. 

Manpower and equipment needs must be 
projected to provide the construction, billing 
and maintenance of the many miles of line 
and facilities, and ensure performance of the 
many other tasks required in completing 
these jobs. 

The year 1985 is a crucial time for 
your Cooperative. 

As you know, Southeastern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative is one of three coopera¬ 
tives in the state sharing ownership in the 
generating facilities constructed by Southern 

Illinois Power Co-operative at Marion. 
Southern placed the first three 33-megawatt, 
coal-fired generators in service in 1963, and 
in 1978 the larger 170-megawatt fourth unit 
went on line. 

All of our power comes via our own 
generating plant, fueled by southern Illinois 

coal, which is our country’s most abundant 
fuel. Although the generating plant is fueled 
by coal, which is more stable in price than 

oil, the cost of the plant itself had to be 
interrelated in our rate structure. This 

is the reason you have seen some increases in 
the rates when the power plant first went 
into operation. 

The power plant is a wise investment and 
the plant will continue to abet us in keeping 
future power costs at a minimum. Projec¬ 
tions indicate that millions of dollars have 
been saved in power costs as a result of the 
power plant being constructed in the sixties, 
rather than waiting until today. Also, as 
other utility generating units are constructed 
within the state and placed in service, our 
Cooperative’s cost of power will be very 
competitive, even though we serve far fewer 
customers per mile of line when com¬ 
pared to the many municipal and investor- 
owned utilities. We do not anticipate that 
the cost of power will increase any more 
than other items in your budget which are 
systematically affected by inflation. 

In regards to the new year 1985, your 
management is pledged to keeping costs as 
low as feasible by making only those expen¬ 
ditures and additions needed to provide 
adequate electric service. We shall continue 
to provide dependable electric service and 
connect the new members in the most 
economical way. 
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Earl Cox might well be described as a "man who wears two hats." On the job, he 
wears the hard hat of a lineman, and in his free time, he is a state officer in the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, working to keep membership up and to see that vets' 
rights are not forgotten. 

Earl Cox, an 18-year employee of 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tive, has been a lineman since leaving 
the army 31 years ago. 

A native x>f Flora, Earl attended 
schools there, joining the army after 
graduating from high school, where he 
played football and basketball. He 
went to Fort Chaffee, Arkansas, for 
basic training, and went to Korea by 
boat as a member of the 23rd Infantry 
Regiment. His army hitch also 
included two years at Aberdeen Prov¬ 
ing Grounds in Maryland. 

After leaving military service, Earl 
returned to Flora and went to work at 
the municipal coal-fired plant as a fire¬ 

man’s helper. When the city stopped 
generating its own power and shut 
down the plant, Earl went out with 
the line crews and has been doing 

linemen’s work ever since. After 13 
years with Flora, he came to SEIEC. 

But there is more to Earl Cox than 
being a lineman. He is also a long-time 
member of the American Legion and 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars, or VFW, 
and he now holds statewide office in 
the VFW. 

“The American Legion and VFW 

are a lot alike,” he says, “but you have 
to have gone outside the U.S. during 
time of war to be in the VFW, while 
anybody who completed military ser¬ 
vice can join the Legion.” 

Earl worked his way through all the 
local — or post — offices, and has held 
district offices, too, including that of 
district commander of the 23 South¬ 
ern Illinois posts that make up District 
15. 

“I’m a great believer in veterans’ 
rights,” he says, “and I spend a lot of 
my free time and nearly all my vaca¬ 
tions doing VFW work, such as district 
and national meetings, and at the 
Veterans’ Hospital in Marion. You’ve 
got to really believe in it to keep it up. 
My wife, Wanda, is active in the VFW 
Auxiliary, too. She’s secretary of the 
ladies’ auxiliary in Eldorado and goes 
with me on a lot of the trips. She’s 

also active in district activities.” 
As membership chairman in the 

15th district, Earl is always on the 

lookout for new members, since 
veterans of World War II and the 
Korean conflict “are getting older.” 
While many World War II vets are 
members and Vietnam veterans have 
swelled the organization’s ranks, Earl 
notes that those who returned from 
Korea do not join the VFW in num¬ 
bers — from a percentage standpoint — 
comparable to the others, for some 
reason. 

“We like to keep our membership 
up,” he says, “because we believe in 
what the VFW does. We have our own 
home for VFW widows and orphans, 
and we sponsor the Voice of Democ¬ 
racy Program, in which youths from 
all over the country compete for a 
$14,000 scholarship. State and district 
winners receive bonds. We also give 
quite a bit of money to the Boy 
Scouts and Girl Scouts. I’m proud to 
be a member, and I’m doing what I 
can to keep the organization going, 
and working for veterans’ rights.” 
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Edgar feted for co-op month activities 
Bob Edgar, left, Sal me County Agricultural Extension Adviser, and Ray Harbison, director of member services for SEi EC, 
display the Special Merit Award Edgar received as local coordinator of Cooperative Month activities. The group made 
speakers available for civic groups, held a Cooperative Breakfast, put up Co-op Month Marquees and hosted other events 
on behalf of the five cooperatives in the area. Cooperatives represented were SEi EC, Interstate Producers Livestock Associ¬ 
ation, FS, Federal Land Bank and Southern Illinois Production Credit. Edgar credits Harbison with doing "a lot of the 
legwork" that led to his receiving the award. 

Capital credits for 1983 
The most economical method of 

notifying members of their capital 
credit allocation is to furnish them 
with a multiplication factor which, 
when applied to the total electric bill 
for the year 1983 will determine the 
allocation for that period. Individual 
notices will be mailed to large com¬ 
mercial consumers who are not on self 
billing. 

Members who pay their bills under 
the self billing system may determine 
the amount of their capital credit 
allocation by multiplying the total 
amount paid for electric bills in 1983 
by a factor of .07814. This factor is to 
be used by Farm and Residential con¬ 
sumers whose bills are determined by 
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Schedule “A” or “A-H.” 
For those paying accounts under 

the Small Commercial Schedule, a 
factor of .07810 should be used. 

If you are unable to determine your 
1983 allocation, the amount credited 
will be furnished on request. 

The bylaws of your cooperative 
provide that each member shall be 
notified on the amount of patronage 
capital credited to his account. 

A Capital Credit Plan is an arrange¬ 
ment under which: (1) A cooperative 
and its members expressly agree that 
any payment by any patron over the 
cost of serving him is capital furnished 
by the patron to the cooperative. (2) 
The cooperative credits such patronage 

capital on its books to the patrons and 
(3) such capital will be retired when, 
in the opinion of the Board of Trus¬ 
tees, such retirement will not impair 
the cooperative’s financial position. 

The Capital Credit Plan provides for 
service at cost, for paying off the REA 
and CFC loans, for acquiring complete 
local ownership of the cooperative 
system, for giving all patrons full 
credit for all payments in excess of 
cost, and for the eventual repayment 
to the patrons of all capital furnished 
by them. 

Capital credits are not necessarily 
available in the form of cash, but are 
represented largely by investments in 
poles, wire, transformers, and other 
equipment required to provide service. 
In general, no patronage capital can be 
retired until the cooperative has 
obtained enough capital to take care 
of all its needs. 
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Electrical equipment needs maintenance 
The modern world of today con¬ 

tains more mechanical and electrical 
equipment than ever before. To work 
properly, all of this equipment must 
be maintained. Maintenance assures 
the useful life and safety of the equip¬ 
ment. In the busy world of today 
many people forget about the main¬ 
tenance, which is especially true if the 
equipment is out of sight. 

The electrical equipment in your 
home and on your farm, in most cases, 
receives less maintenance than it 
should. The safety of this equipment 
requires that it be checked and main¬ 
tained on a regular basis. 

The part of the electrical system 
that is out of sight, such as the wiring 
inside the walls, is difficult to inspect 
and maintain. This part, since it sees 
no physical abuse, can be assumed to 
be in good repair. The parts of the 
system that are visible and subject to 
physical damage need to be checked 
and maintained. Most obvious are the 
switches and outlets that are used 
every day. These components can 
wear out from use. 

Each time a plug is pushed into a 
receptacle, a small amount of wear is 
created in the receptacle. In time these 
receptacles can deteriorate to the 
point where the wear will create exces¬ 

sive heat. This heat will deteriorate the 
outside of the receptacle around the 
openings where the plug goes in. When 
this is noticed the receptacle should be 
replaced. A switch that sometimes 
works and sometimes does not also 
needs to be replaced. The internal 
parts have been deformed by heat and 
some of the outside may show deter¬ 
ioration, The plate that covers the 
switch on an outlet and the box they 
are installed in may become broken. 
When this happens the plate should be 
replaced. This plate acts as a physical 
barrier between the operator and the 
exposed parts inside. 

Breakers and fuse boxes also need 
to be checked for loose and corroded 
connections. If these are found they 
need to be corrected. A breaker that 

produces an excessive amount of heat 
indicates a problem. This can be a 
breaker that is starting to break down 
on the inside or there may be a loose 
connection. 

The overhead wire running between 
buildings should be inspected. Trees 
can cause problems with these wires 
and should be trimmed back away 
from them. Clearances between over¬ 
head wires and a building or any other 
object should be chekced. Any place 
where a wire is rubbing on a building 
or other object should be cleared. This 
may mean tightening up the wiring or 
installing an insulator to support the 
wire away from the building or object. 

The cords on hand appliances or 
tools should be checked each time 
they are used. Any worn spot indi¬ 
cates that the entire cord should be 
replaced. It is not a good practice to 
repair these cords. The entire appli¬ 
ance or tool should also be inspected 
for any damage to the outside. If this 
damage allows the internal parts to be 
exposed, the appliance or tool should 
be replaced. 

Electricity is a valuable servant, but 
if the equipment is not maintained it 
can cause damage or injury. This main¬ 
tenance and repair is your responsibil¬ 
ity. 

Outage Map If your power goes off, we offer these 
suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service entrance panels. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main 
breaker just beneath the meter. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check all wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears all right, retrip the breaker to the “ON” 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other 
emergency, please phone 618-273-2611 from 
Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call the 
home of your area serviceman listed on the map 
at left and report power failures and emergencies 
only. 

5. If your serviceman’s home phone number 
does not answer or is busy, please call 618-273- 
2611. This number is monitored around the clock 
to accept your emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the 
name and location number as listed on your 
billing envelope and other information requested. 
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Southeastern III. Electric Co-op 
Eldorado, III. 

General Manager’s Comments 
Walter V. Truitt, Jr. 

I’m sure many of our members wonder 
what makes up the major elements of our 
Cooperative’s costs of operation. Our costs 
are comprised of two principal elements; one 
element being the cost of power generated 
and delivered to our substations, which 
represents 74 percent of total costs; the 
other element is composed of the numerous 
costs in delivering the power and providing 
service to our consumers. 

The latter element involves maintenance, 
operations, taxes, interest, insurance, etc., 
which accounted for the 26 percent of our 
costs in 1984. 

Inflation is causing the cost of providing 
service (delivered power) to increase approx¬ 
imately 4 percent over 1984; however, 
offsetting that projected increase are the 
stabilizing efforts which are anticipated in 
the operation of the power generating 
cooperative at Marion, and your manage¬ 
ment’s capability of compensating for the 
other costs. 

One cost which I would like to discuss 
with you this month is your Cooperative’s 
transportation expenses. With over 3,000 
miles of distribution lines, 43 substations, 
and five headquarters to supervise and 
maintain, significant driving is required. 

Last year the Cooperative’s 39-vehicle 
fleet traveled over 745,000 miles and used 
94,000 gallons of gasoline. In addition to 
operating these vehicles, the Cooperative 
also utilizes 40 chain saws, four wood 
chippers, two trenchers, one loader, and two 
gas generators. Management will continue to 
monitor the costs of each unit in order to 

insure that the proper size unit is being 
purchased for the specific job for which the 
equipment is required. 

During the past five years, the Coopera¬ 
tive vehicles were driven over 3,800,000 
miles with the occurrence of only two 
chargeable accidents. Our employees are to 
be commended for this outstanding safety 
record. 

Also, for the last five years, the average 
gasoline mileage for the vehicles has been 
increasing. This improved mileage is largely 
due to excellent maintenance, better plan¬ 
ning and the purchase of more gasoline 
efficient vehicles. 

As your Manager, I plan to keep you 
informed on yt>ur Cooperative’s various 
departments and their activities and func¬ 
tions. 
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Be prepared for winter outages 
Electric service is one of the most 

dependable items you can buy. Rarely 
will you find anything else as reliable. 
But there are unusual times when the 
electricity goes off. 

A power outage can last only a few 
minutes resulting in some minor incon¬ 
venience. Or it can last for days and 
become a critical problem. 

Sometimes a power outage is 
caused by lightning striking the elec¬ 
tric lines, trees falling across wires 
during a storm or cars ramming into 
utility poles. A more serious type of 
outage occurs when severe thunder¬ 
storms and tornadoes snap poles and 
tangle electric lines. But probably the 
worst of all outages is caused by ice. 
Usually the most widespread and the 
most difficult to repair, an ice storm 
outage leaves your home and family 
vulnerable to freezing cold tempera¬ 
tures. 

Regardless of the type of outage 
experienced, consumers should be able 
to cope with the situation. Let’s 
review some helpful information 
which can help make an electric power 
outage more bearable. 

Always have on hand: flashlights 
with fresh batteries, matches, candles, 
and portable radio with fresh batteries. 

FIRST THINGS TO DO 
1. Check to see if your neighbors’ 
lights are off. 
2. Check fuses or breakers in your 
switchbox panel. 
3. If fuses or breakers are all right, call 
your electric cooperative. Give your 
address, location number and tell how 
long the power has been off. This will 
help your electric cooperative’s emer¬ 
gency work crews determine the 
extent of the outage and aid in speed¬ 

ing repair service. If your electric 
cooperative’s telephone number is 
busy, hang up and try again in a 
minute. The phone is not off the 
hook. Chances are your neighbors are 
trying to call the cooperative’s office, 
too. Keep trying and your call will 
eventually be answered. The informa¬ 
tion you have is important to your 
cooperative’s repair crews. 
4. Turn off electrical appliances that 
were on, especially air conditioners or 
electric heating systems. This will per¬ 
mit the power to be restored sooner, 
without being knocked out again by 
automatic limiting devices that protect 
your electric distribution system from 
damaging overloads. 
5. Turn on your portable radio and 
listen for public service messages from 
your electric cooperative. 

EXTENDED OUTAGE - WINTER 
1. Wrap up in your warmest clothes. 
Wear several layers of clothing rather 
than one or two bulky garments. 
Thermal underwear helps. 
2. Keep the refrigerator and freezer 
closed. If the outage lasts until food 
starts to thaw, put the food outside 
in a shaded place. Be sure the tempera¬ 
ture is cold enough to permit this. 
Be sure food is protected from birds, 
dogs, etc. 
3. In extreme cold, fill all available 
containers with drinking water, then 
drain the pipes in your house to 
prevent their freezing and bursting. 
4. Maintain an adequate supply of 
fuel for cooking on your fireplace, grill 
or camp stove. 
5. Cook in the same manner as you 
would during a summer outage, but be 
mindful of dangerous fumes. 

6. Keep canned goods with a long 

shelf life on hand to eat during the 
emergency outage. Soup, chili and 
stew, for example, are simple to pre¬ 
pare and provide warmth as well as 
nourishment. 
7. In extreme cold temperatures, the 
entire family should group together in 
one room where all drafts have been 
sealed off. If a fireplace or wood burn¬ 
ing heater is available in the home, 
make that room your headquarters for 
the duration of the outage. 
8. Layers of blankets or quilts provide 
adequate warmth at bedtime, but 
warm, down-filled sleeping bags are 
best. 
9. During periods of rest, the human 
body gives off 75 watts of heat. Use 
this heat by grouping two or three per¬ 
sons together under blankets inside 
zipped-together sleeping bags. 

POWER BACK ON 
Once the electricity is on again, 

turn on the appliances that you had 
previously turned off if they are 
needed. 

Caution: If you have a heat pump 
and it’s winter, don’t reset the thermo¬ 
stat to the “on” position as soon as 
the power comes back on. Here’s why: 

The electric heat pump performs its 
job by circulating a refrigerant gas. 
When the power has been off for a 
while, the unit’s gas cools and changes 
to liquid. This liquid has a tendency to 
collect in the unit’s compressor. If the 
unit is forced into operation at this 
state, possible mechanical damage can 
result. To protect your heat pump and 
your pocketbook, follow this rule 
after a winter power outage. 

If the power has been off from two 
to 10 hours, wait one and one-half 
hours before turning your heat pump 
on. If the power has been off longer 
than 10 hours, refer to owner’s manual 
before restarting. This time is neces¬ 
sary for the crankcase heaters to 
change all the liquid refrigerant back 
into a gas again. If your unit has an 
emergency heat switch, you can use it 
to have warmth during the waiting 
period. But don’t forget to turn it off 
once the heat pump is operating nor¬ 
mally again. 

Resume normal living, making a note 
to restock supplies. 

IF YOU’RE IN THE DARK: 

1. Check fuses or breakers in your switch box panel. 
2. Check to see if your neighbor's lights are off. 

Then call 1(618)273-261 1 
or your area serviceman ^ 

with your map location number, time your 
service was interrupted and any other 
information that will assist your Cooperative ^ 
in restoring service to your location. 
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Stray voltage may be 
farmstead problem 

Dairy farmers may occasionally 
notice a change in the behavior of 
their cows, such as extreme nervous¬ 
ness in the parlor or a reluctance even 
to enter the parlor. These symp¬ 
toms — in addition to a number of 
others such as uneven milk letdown, 
reluctance to drink water or reduced 
feed intake — can indicate several 
problems, but dairymen might want to 
consider stray voltage as one possibil¬ 
ity. 

WHAT IS STRAY VOLTAGE? 
Voltage is the electrical pressure or 

force necessary for the flow of elec¬ 
trical current. Just as a pressure is 
needed to make water flow through a 
pipe, voltage must be present to 
make electric current flow through a 
wire. Although proper voltage is a 
necessary element for the use of 
electricity on the farm, when it occurs 
in unwanted places it can cause 
trouble. Stray voltage is the term used 
for a misplaced, low-level electrical 
impulse occasionally found in dairy 
parlors or other livestock facilities. In 
most situations, this low-level voltage 
(usually between one-half and five 
volts) is too small to be felt by humans 
or animals. But in dairy parlors and 
some swine facilities, there are special 
characteristics which cause stray vol¬ 
tage to be a problem. Because water, 
with its ability to conduct electricity is 
present, an animal’s feet have a good 
electrical connection to the earth. 
Any small voltage on equipment, such 
as milking stanchions, cattle trainers or 
watering cups, will be conducted 
to ground through the animal’s body. 
This will not harm the animal, but 
may stress them and not allow dairy 
cows to let down their milk. 
WHAT CAUSES STRAY VOLTAGE? 

The working voltage for most 
farmstead equipment is either 120 or 
240 volts. This is measured between 

the “hot” wire and the neutral wire. 
The third wire in the system, the 
ground wire, is present in case of an 
electrical fault or short. Normally, 
there is no current traveling through 
the ground wire but if a fault should 
occur, this wire will provide an “easy 

February 1985 

path ” to ground and allow the fuse or 
circuit breaker to open and safely 
deenergize the circuit. 

Now, let’s turn our attention back 
to the neutral wire. The “hot” wire is 
the “delivery” wire of the circuit and 
the neutral wire is the “return” wire. 
It is normal to have a small voltage 
reading (of five volts or less) on the 
neutral wire as compared to true 
ground, and normally this low voltage 
cannot be felt by people or animals. 
But in the unique environment of the 
dairy parlor, this voltage differ¬ 
ence between the neutral wire and true 
ground, now commonly called stray 
voltage, has been the subject of 
concern by livestock producers. 

Basically, this is the situation that 
might exist. The neutral wire of the 
farmstead wiring system may carry a 

low-level current which is harmless 
under normal circumstances. As 
required by the National Electrical 
Code, the neutral wire is connected to 
earth through ground rods and 
through electrically grounded equip¬ 
ment and facilities in contact with the 
soil. All wires and electrical connec¬ 
tions have some resistance to the flow 
of electrical current. Due to these 
resistances, whenever there is current 
flowing in the neutral wire, a voltage 
exists between it and earth. A cow’s 
feet in contact with the wet concrete 
floor of the parlor provides a good 
electrical connection to ground. When 
the animal’s nose touches the stan¬ 
chion or when the milking cups are 
applied to the udder, the cow provides 
a “better path” for this low voltage to 
return to ground. 

This neutral-to-earth voltage differ¬ 
ence is the most frequently cited cause 
of stray voltage. Other situations 

causing stray voltage are: induced 
currents, unbalanced electrical loads, 
improper grounding of service equip¬ 
ment, faulty ground rods, galvanic 
action, electrical shorts and primary 
neutral current. 

WHEN TO SUSPECT IT 
A farmer should watch for the 

following problems: (1) uneven milk 
letdown, (2) cows extremely nervous 

while in the parlor, (3) cows reluctant 
to enter the parlor, (4) increased 
mastitis (infectious bacteria in the 
udder), (5) reduced feed intake in the 
parlor, (6) reluctance to drink water, 
or (7) lowered milk production. 

Although these responses may be 
caused by stray voltage, the farmer 
should first check the more likely 
causes. These include recent changes in 
herd diet, diseases, equipment sanita¬ 
tion problems, rough handling of 
animals, and improperly adjusted 
milking equipment. The farmer should 
exhaust all possibilities before consid¬ 

ering stray voltage as the cause of the 
problem. 

RESEARCH RESULTS TO DATE 
The stray voltage situation is a 

complex one and there are still many 
unanswered questions. Under labora¬ 
tory conditions, scientists have simu¬ 
lated the conditions of stray voltage 
on dairy cows. Preliminary results of 
these studies have shown the following 
results: 
• Considerable variation in sensitivity 
to voltage seems to exist between cows 
in a herd. 
• Although distinct behavioral 
responses were shown, no significant 
reduction in milk yield occurred when 
cows were given mild electrical shocks 
in the laboratory. 
• No significant difference in milk- 
down or residual milk retention in the 

udder was observed for cows subject 
to mild shocks. 
• Somatic cell counts (indication of 
infection) were not elevated due to 
application of low-level currents. 

Although more research is needed, 
preliminary results indicate that there 
is no direct connection between the 
presence of low voltage levels and loss 
of production in dairy cows. If you 
feel that you have a problem with 
stray voltage on your farm, we recom¬ 
mend you contact the Cooperative 
Extension Service for assistance. Area 
agricultural engineers can assist you by 
making measurements and evaluating 
your farm’s wiring. A milking machine 

representative should also be con¬ 
tacted to check the milking equip¬ 
ment. Your electric cooperative stands 
ready to assist you in checking out 
possible problems on the primary 
electrical system which serves your 
farm. 
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Two state legislators who represent parts of SEIEC's service area visited the 
offices of the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives in Springfield last 
month, to familiarize themselves with the problems and benefits of electric 
cooperatives. David D. Phelps of Eldorado, left and Glen Poshard of Carterville 
were accompanied by Bill Richardson, second from right and Bill Cadle, right. 

Directors, legislators 
visit AIEC offices 

Southeastern Illinois Electric Coop¬ 

erative directors W. S. “Bill” Richard¬ 

son of Ewing and Bill Cadle of Marion 

were co-hosts to State Senator Glen 

Poshard of the 59th District and Rep. 

David D. Phelps of the 118th District 

at a “get-acquainted” meeting Jan. 17 

at the headquarters of the Association 

of Illinois Electric Cooperatives 

(AIEC) in Springfield. 

The legislators toured the AIEC 

headquarters facilities and met with 

the staff of the Legal and Public 

Affairs Department to discuss issues 

affecting electric cooperatives which 

are expected to be considered during 

the 84th General Assembly. 

Phelps, of Eldorado, and Poshard, 

of Carterville, represent portions of the 

areas served by SEIEC, Southern 

Illinois Electric Cooperative, Egyptian 

Electric Cooperative and Wayne-White 

Counties Electric Cooperative, which 

was also represented by two directors, 

Stanley Greathouse and James T. 

Walsh, along with D. Royce Carter, 

power use adviser. 

As natives of rural areas, both 

legislators are familiar with electric 

cooperatives, and they expressed their 

appreciation to the two cooperatives 

for setting up the meeting to discuss 

matters of importance to the con¬ 

sumer-owned electric cooperatives. 

Poshard, 38, was appointed to the 

State Senate upon the death of 

Senator Gene Johns in 1984. He was 

elected in 1984 to complete the term 

of Senator Johns, which expires in 

1986. He had lost to Johns in the 

1982 Democratic primary for the 

Senate seat. He is vice chairman of the 

Williamson County Democratic Party, 

and is director of the Southern Illinois 

Educational Service Center in Benton. 

Phelps, 36, is an Eldorado native 

and a Southern Illinois University 

graduate. He taught school in Saline 

County and has been active in private 

business. He has served as Saline 

County Clerk since 1980. He and his 

brothers have formed a gospel quartet, 

which has appeared at Cooperative 

annual meetings. He has several 

relatives who are employees of South¬ 

eastern Illinois Electric Cooperative or 

Southern Illinois Power Co-operative, 

the generation and transmission coop¬ 

erative headquartered in Marion. 

If your power goes off, we offer these 
suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service entrance panels. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main 
breaker just beneath the meter. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check all wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears all right, retrip the breaker to the “ON” 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other 
emergency, please phone 618-27 3-2611 from 
Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call the 
home of your area serviceman listed on the map 
at left and report power failures and emergencies 
only. 

5. If your serviceman’s home phone number 
does not answer or is busy, please call 618-273- 
2611. This number is monitored around the clock 
to accept your emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the 
name and location number as listed on your 
billing envelope and other information requested. 
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! Southeastern III. Electric Co-op 
Eldorado, III. ; 

General Manager’s Comments 
Walter V. Truitt, Jr. 

On February 3, 1985, six of your board 
members traveled to New Orleans to take an 
active part in the 43rd National Rural Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative Association’s Annual Meet¬ 
ing. I would like to discuss the importance 
of this meeting with you. 

This year’s annual meeting theme was, 
“A Celebration of Success, A Time of 
Renewal.” On May 11, 1985, the rural 
electric program will begin its second half 
century of progress. Since 1938, when we 
began the job of bringing the people of rural 
Southeastern Illinois into the fullness of the 
20th century life, this program has been 
richly blessed with a group of dedicated, 
conscientious and foresighted individuals, 
who have given much more to the rural 
electrification program than they could ever 
hope to receive from it. 

We have built our systems across the 
length and breadth of Southeastern Illinois 
and kept those lines humming with power at 
the lowest possible cost to our consumer- 
members. More than 18,000 people depend 
on us every hour of the day, every day of 
the year. We clearly have earned the right to 
celebrate our success in the anniversary year. 
We particularly recognize on this golden 
anniversary year that our ability to prevail 
will hinge on what we do now to renew our 
committment to the basic principals of 
cooperation, service, and unity at the local, 
state, and national levels. These principles 
have served us well for the past half century. 
If we remain true to them, they will con¬ 
tinue to serve us well for the next fifty 
years. 

This meeting was very important to you 
as a member of the Cooperative. Each year 
your board selects a voting delegate and an 

alternate to cast the official vote for South¬ 
eastern. Two days before the actual meeting 
begins, committees actively assemble resolu¬ 
tions for consideration by the voting dele¬ 
gates. These resolutions are developed from 
input by leaders of the cooperatives, govern¬ 
ment, and experts from the business world. 
This year, resolutions were passed on the 
following subjects: 

1. Community and economic development 
2. Insurance and employee welfare 
3. Legal 
4. Legislative 
5. Management advisory 
6. Energy management 
7. Power and generation 
8. Power and water resources 
9. Public and member relations 

10. Research and technological develop¬ 
ment 
11. Telecommunications 
12. Women actions. 

You can tell from this list of important 
subjects, that the meeting is not just fun and 
games. From these resolutions, the philo¬ 
sophy and operations of your cooperative 
will be determined for the future. 

Not only are resolutions discussed and 
voted on, but several workshops are held on 
current subjects such as: rate issues, “What 
Your Members Expect From You,” etc. 

The only way a person can make sound 
decisions is to be informed on current sub¬ 
jects. This annual meeting provided many 
insights for your board members. You as a 
member should be proud of your board 
who attended these sessions, (even though 
some were not too exciting) and participated 
in deciding the future of your cooperative. 
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Each truck in the department is plainly 
marked. The district started out with two 
military surplus trucks, now has seven fire 
trucks and one rescue vehicle in four 
stations. 

The Lake of Egypt Volunteer Fire Department is a grow¬ 
ing concern, and if its 35 members have any say in the 
matter, it will grow even more. 

“We started out with 18 men and two old military 
surplus trucks,” says Joe Seper, president of the organiza¬ 
tion. “One of the trucks was a 1947 model, and the other 
was a 1952 Air Force runway crash tmck. It was a big 
old thing, but it only carried 125 gallons of water.” 

At that time, and for many years, the group was funded 
by donations, mostly from the Lake of Egypt Property 
Owners Association, and fund raisers by the ladies auxiliary 
of the fire department. But the board decided that if the 
organization were going to grow as it needed to serve its 
3 2-square-mile area, it would have to become a tax-based 
fire district. 

“We had a referendum,” notes Jeff Crites, chief, “and 
we had an 87 percent favorable vote. We think that was a 
good indication of how pleased people were with us and 
what they thought of our potential.” 

With a solid vote of confidence, the department decided 
to buy some new hardware, finally ending up with seven 
trucks and four fire houses, and spending $450,000 in the 
process. Two trucks are pumpers, which carry 1,000 gallons 
of water, and which can pump 1,000 gallons a minute into 
a fire. Two are pumper/tankers, which carry 1,200 and 
1,500 gallons to pump onto a blaze. The fifth is a 2,000 gal¬ 
lon tanker, which keeps pumpers supplied. While this seems 
like a fairly heavy proportion of pumpers, 'most of the 
structures in the area are close enough to the Lake of 
Egypt, or another water supply, that firefighters can pump 
water directly out of the lake, if necessary. They also have a 
couple of folding tanks for the pumpers to pump out of. 
The tanker keeps them full. 

There are two “brush trucks” for fighting off-road fires. 
Both are fourwheel drive pickups with both tanks and 
pumps. An emergency rescue vehicle, as yet only partially 
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300 gallons a minute through its two and one-half inch 
hose, and it was a big help when there were only two out¬ 
moded trucks in the district. It had been donated by the 
Southern Illinois Power Co-operative, whose generating 
plant is near the Lake of Egypt dam. SEIEC receives all its 
electricity from SIPC. 

Jeff Crites, the fire chief, still thinks a fire boat would be 
a good investment. “If you have a good-sized lake in your 
area, you need a boat,” he says, adding, “they’re the only 
thing for fighting boat fires, and since so many structures 
are near the water, a boat could pump water up to a 
pumper truck on land. The only problem with the old boat 
was that it was too slow and could have used a bigger 
pump. We’re still hoping to replace it.” 

There is much more to a good volunteer fire department 
than a lot of equipment, though, and the Lake of Egypt 
firefighters know it. They’re working to develop their skills 
even more. “We’ve done everything the University of 
Illinois teaches in its Firefighter II class, and we’re working 
on the Firefighter III classes,” notes Captain Stan Crites. 
“We’re working on a hazardous materials course now,” 
he continues, “and when we get through it, we should be 
able to handle any hazardous material emergency. We’ve 
attained an ISO rating of 9, which will enable the people in 
our area to get a better price on their fire insurance, and 
we’re working toward an 8 rating. One of the U of I instruc¬ 
tors at the course was being interviewed for a TV program, 
and he said we’re the most progressive fire department in 
Southern Illinois,” he says proudly. 

While the district embraces 32 square miles and contains 
some 1,400 structures of one kind or another, there is still 
more to the firefighters’ responsibility than that. They also 
provide fire protection for the Fyrne Clyffe State Park, 
with its 1,100 acres of wilderness and 300 campsites. 
“We also have responsibility for the Shawnee National 
Forest and the campgrounds on the Lake of Egypt that are 
in Shawnee,” says trustee Dick Logan,“and we’ll answer 
calls in other areas, too. We make it a point of pride that no 
call will go unanswered.” 

With all that rough country to cover, the group needs to 
know more than how to fight fires. “We’ve got a rappeling 

course set up for this spring,” notes Stan Crites, “and we’re 
going to learn how to get people up and down cliffs about 
any way it can be done. It’s a three-day workshop, and 
we’ll spend the first day in the classroom. After that, we’ll 
go to some cliffs for practical experience.” 

Chief Crites notes that the department has a fire-only 
number that should be called in t:ase of fire, and not for 
any other reason. Our number is 993-2011,” he says, 
adding, “If there are two things we’d like people to remem¬ 
ber, it’s the fire number and the fact that we’re always 
looking for more volunteers!” 

Some of the trucks and men of the Lake Egypt Fire Pro¬ 
tection District are pictured below. From left are Joe Seper, 
Ted Thompson, Jeff Crites, Dick Logan, Joe Scaccio, 
Ernest Thompson, Erv Kuehiing, Dan Dean, Stan Crites, 
Lindell Pritchett, Warren Duncan and Rod Manney. 

SSililllH 
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Electricity use 
for home heating grows 

The use of electricity to heat homes in America rose 
sharply during the 1970s, making it the second most widely 
used heating fuel by 1980, a report by the Commerce 
Department’s Census Bureau says. 

In 1970, fuel oil (including kerosene) constituted 
slightly more than a quarter of all the primary fuels used to 
heat homes, while electricity was not quite 8 percent. 

During the decade, the use of electricity rose 139 per¬ 
cent, resulting in a slight percentage edge of total usage for 
electricity by 1980. By then, fuel oil was 18.2 percent of 
total energy while electricity was 18.4 percent. 

Utility gas, which dropped slightly over the decade, con¬ 
tinues to be the major source of fuel for home heating. It 
was used by more than 40 million households by 1980. 

More than 69 million households now have central 
heating, the report states. Between 1960 and 1980, the 
number of households with some form of air conditioning 
increased by about 40 million, an average increase of 5,000 

a day. More than half of America’s housing is now air- 
conditioned. 

Electricity also has emerged as the most popular fuel for 
cooking since data were first gathered in 1940. Electricity 
use has risen from about 40 percent in 1970 to about 51 
percent in 1980. Although utility gas is still being used for 
cooking in about 41 percent of occupied households, it has 

If your power goes off, we offer these 
suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service entrance panels. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main 
breaker just beneath the meter. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check all wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears ail right, retrip the breaker to the “ON” 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other 
emergency, please phone 618-273-2611 from 
Monday through Saturday 8 = 00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call the 
home of your area serviceman listed on the map 
at left and report power failures and emergencies 
only. 

5. If your serviceman’s home phone number 
does not answer or is busy, please call 618-273- 
2611. This number is monitored around the clock 
to accept your emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the 
name and location number as listed on your 
billing envelope and other information requested. 

experienced a substantial decline since 1970. 
In 1940, fuel oil was used for cooking in about one of 

every 10 households, but its use as a fuel for cooking was 
practically nonexistent in 1980. 

Finally, the Census Bureau report found that the use of 
wood for primary heating rose about 2 percent over the 
decade from 1970 to 1980, while the use of coal declined 
by about the same amount. 

HOW HOME HEATING FUELS HAVE CHANGED 
1980 1970 1960 1950 1940 

Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent 
Utility Gas 53.1 55.2 43.1 26.6 11.3 
Bottled, Tank, 
or L.P. Gas 5.6 6.0 5.1 2.3 
Fuel Oil, 
Kerosene, etc. 18.2 26.0 32.4 22.6 10.0 
Electricity 18.4 7.7 1.8 0.7 - 
Coal or Coke 0.6 2.9 12.2 34.6 54.7 
Wood 3.2 1.3 4.2 10.0 22.8 
Other Fuel 
or None 0.9 1.0 1.3 3.2 1.2 
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Healthy and properly located trees and 
shrubbery add beauty to a home and 
surrounding property. Oak, maple, pine, and 
other trees and shrubbery also offer shade, 
screening, and help landscape a home. 
Unlike years ago, however, when trees and 
shrubbery could be planted just about any¬ 
where without any potential hazards, 
today’s society requires much more planning 
and foresight when it comes to planting. 
Planting a tree in the wrong place can lead to 
safety hazards, broken sidewalks, clogged 
sewers, and electrical outages at a later date. 

For example, planting deciduous trees 
(those that lose their foliage) too close to a 
house can cause roofing problems and 
clogged gutters. Yet when located at a 
proper distance, deciduous trees offer cool¬ 
ing and shade to a home during the summer 
and permit warm sunlight to penetrate in the 
winter. Deciduous trees also present very 
few maintenance problems throughout the 
year. The proper placement of trees and 
shrubs is also important when planting 
around power lines or in the vicininty of 
underground lines and pad-mount trans¬ 
formers. Power outages often occur during 
thunderstorms when tree limbs come in 
contact with power lines and cause short 
circuits. To help keep outage time to a 
minimum, the Co-op’s right-of-way crews 
systematically remove or trim trees that pose 
a threat to the safety and electric service of 
our members. 

Southeastern’s electric members face 
three basic consequences by planting fast¬ 
growing trees and shrubs under power lines. 
First of all, trees that grow large and are 
planted around utility easements create a 
potentially dangerous safety hazard of pro¬ 
viding children with a method of climbing 
and playing in the vicinity of power lines. 

Secondly, members with large trees 
situated in the easement area are also 
inadvertently increasing the amount of time 
their electricity will likely be off if outages 
occur, since our personnel can’t see down 
the right-of-way to locate the trouble when 
trees or shrubs are planted there. This condi¬ 
tion also prevents access of equipment that 
could be used to correct the outage quickly. 
As a result, we have to walk and search 
among the limbs to find the problem and 
this process takes valuable time. 

Thirdly, planting in the vicinity of power 
lines also increases maintenance costs for 
Southeastern Electric. It literally costs the 
Co-op 10 times to trim trees and shrubs 
around power lines than it does to mow. 
Topping off various plant growth costs even 
more, therefore, substantial amounts of time 
and money could be saved if more members 
followed a few basic guidelines when plant¬ 
ing. We prefer that members refrain from 
planting any type of trees or shrubbery 
within 10 feet of either side of the power 
line and that members remember to plant 
larger growing trees even greater distances 
from the line to insure that the tree reaches 
the beauty and fullness that is desired. With 
pad-mount transformers, we must have 
access to the transformer door and it must 
remain clear. We recommend that no 
shrubbery be planted closer than three feet 
from the sides and rear of the positioned 
transformer. 

If you should need to plant in the vicinity 
of power lines, please select the slow and 
low growth species. Several varieties of such 
species are available. Your county extension 
agent or area nurseryman can also provide 
you with additional information to assist 
you in making the correct choice of trees or 
shrubbery. 
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Below, SEI EC director Bill Richardson 
speaks. Top center, an exhibit shows 
equipment prices. Below it, current 
equipment and commodity prices. 
Large photo center, two persons look 
over an exhibit. 

FRANI 

j—T -f-iiiiiUlnM 

UJVxea-V » 
Beans * 5.^5 V 

n-'\o »2. sb w 

Farm-City Focus cite 
About 85 Franklin County people 

from all walks of life gathered at the 
Benton Community Building last 
month to discuss the present farm 
crunch — and to seek some kind of 
solution. 

The meeting, headlined “Farm-City 
Focus,” was the brainchild of Joe 
Brockett, manager of the Franklin 
County Farm Bureau, and was organ¬ 
ized by that group and several other 
organizations. A luncheon held in 
conjunction with the panel discus¬ 
sion was sponsored by some 15 area 
lending institutions. “The idea,” 
Brockett says, “was to make all seg¬ 
ments of the population aware that 
there is a farm crisis, and just how big 
a problem it is.” 

Five panelists with varying back¬ 
grounds addressed the group in turn, 
and the consensus was that there is a 
lot more problem on the horizon than 
there is solution. 

Bill Richardson, a Ewing farmer 
with 38 years in the business, was the 
“established farmer” panelist. He is a 
director of SEIEC. David Payne, of 
Thompsonville, spoke as the young 

man just starting out. Frank Shelton 

of Shelton’s Farm Supply in Sesser rep¬ 
resented the agribusiness sector and 
Gordon Smith, an agricultural finance 
lender and himself a part-time farmer, 
spoke from the lender’s viewpoint. 
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Janet Newbury, a grain and livestock 
farm wife, mother of four daughters 
and a graduate of Rend Lake College, 
painted the farm wife’s picture of the 
situation. Dave Warner, a Chirstopher 
grain farmer, served as moderator. The 
hour-long program was carried live on 
local radio, and several newspaper and 
television people turned out, too. 

“We are in some of the toughest 
times I have ever experienced,” 
Richardson said, “and there are several 
problems on the farm; some we have 
brought on ourselves, while others 
have been brought on by our govern¬ 
ment, over which we have very little 
control. In the mid-1970’s, we had 
good farm prices and inflation was 
increasing our net worth every year. It 

was easy to borrow money. The lend¬ 
ing institutions were eager to make 
loans, but we were the ones who 
signed them.” 

Government meddling in the mar¬ 

ketplace added to the problem, he 

said, noting that an embargo to reduce 
the outflow of soybeans when prices 
were high saved American consumers 
money in the short run, but damaged 
some export markets, and another 
embargo to punish Russia for invad¬ 
ing Afghanistan did even more dam¬ 
age. “We have never had a free market 
in this country and probably never 
will,” he said adding, “The State 

Department has more say about our 
exports than the Agriculture Depart¬ 
ment.” 

These government actions have 
taken a lot of export business and have 
allowed other countries to get into 
food production. Brazil is so deeply 
into soybean production now that a 
good rain there can lower prices in 
Franklin County the next day, he 
pointed out. 

“The strong dollar hurts too,” he 
added. “Since 1982, farm prices have 
slid about 8 percent, but the equiva¬ 
lent value when converted to West 
German marks has increased by about 
25 percent, making our products 
expensive on the foreign market. And 
the huge federal deficit brings on high 
interest rates and that hurts all bor¬ 
rowers,” he said. 

“Our main dilemma,” he noted, “is 
that we’re operating with 1974 prices 
and paying 1985 expenses.” 

No one thing will restore profit¬ 
ability to farming, he suggested, and 
it won’t be done with the stroke of a 
pen, but a balanced federal budget 
would help reduce interest rates and 
have some weakening effect on the 
dollar, which is presently overvalued. 

“If we don’t get some of these 
things we’ll see a lot of farm failures, 
and that will have a ‘ripple effect’ in 
the rural economy. Whether you’re 
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woes 
involved in agriculture or not, you’ll 
be affected,” he said, adding, “unless 
we can get some profit back into 
farming, it will eventually drag the 
whole economy down. You just can’t 
have this large a segment of the 
economy in poverty and keep the rest 
of the country healthy.” 

Payne said, “I, like many other 
young farmers, am facing the problems 
that haunt U.S. agriculture today. We 
are especially feeling the crunch, with 
farmers under 35 carrying a 63 percent 
debt-to-asset ratio in an age when 40 
percent is considered high. It takes a 
small fortune just to get started. I’m 
fortunate in that I’ve been in partner¬ 
ship with my father so I could gradu¬ 
ally work into the operation, but it’s 
still been a struggle.” 

The young farmer noted that he 
had bought 60 acres at $1,000 an acre 
four years ago, only to see its value 
drop to $600-700 now. Along with 
rising interest rates, that has put him 
in a bind — and many others, too. 

“We buy retail and sell wholesale,” 
he said, “and the prices we pay for all 
our inputs have gone up steadily over 
the past 10 years. The prices we 
receive have stayed the same.” 

Payne listed the same major causes 
as Richardson, and suggested that 
farmers — and the government — 
might still save the family farm by 
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Clockwise from lower left: Ray 
Owens, mayor of Ziegler, studies the 
program. There were some serious 
expressions during the panel discus¬ 
sion. Moderator David Warner speaks. 
Richardson is interviewed by a young 
woman from an area TV station. 
Franklin County's exhibit drew a lot 
of attention. Joe Brockett, right, 
visits. David Payne speaks. 
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using several options. Taking some of 
the less productive land out of produc¬ 
tion, or using it for pasture, would 
help solve the growing erosion prob¬ 
lem, reduce grain overproduction and 
enable many specialized farmers to 
diversify. 

“I would also like to see the govern¬ 
ment defer loan repayments for a 
couple of years, decrease the value of 
the dollar so we can compete in the 
world market, and lower the deficit so 
interest rates will go down,” he said. 

Mrs. Newbury pointed out that 
when farmers are under stress, so are 
their families. “Stress on the farmer in 
the past is nothing compared to the 
stress that he faces today. He worries 
about where he is going to get the 
money to put out this year’s crop, 
how he is going to make his bank pay¬ 
ments, what kind of price he will get 
for his commodities and whether he 
will be able to survive another year of 
poor yields and poor prices,” she said. 

“It would be hard for a farmer to 
face the realization that he is in finan¬ 
cial difficulty and may lose the land 
he has farmed for years, but what if he 
lost everything? Not just the land, but 
his wife and kids, too. They sometimes 
don’t realize the stress that their wife 
and children may be going through.” 

Noting that farmers are the “worst 
communicators in the world,” she 
suggested that communication — with 
family members, neighbors, minister 

or banker, and legislators, will help 
solve the problem. 

Smith told of seeing numerous 
farmers with financial problems and 
said, “I’ve watched with interest the 
proposals formulated in Washington 
and passed down as farm policy. They 
haven’t been very consistent in the 
past, and we now have the Agricultural 
Adjustment Act of 1985, often called 
a revolutionary bill, probably because 
it may spark a revolution.” 

The primary focus of the bill, he 
added, is to depend on increased 
exports to provide income to farmers 
that government programs provided 
in the past. “It does little to bring 
about that increase except to force 
prices lower and hope that someone 
will buy our products. There is 
nothing in the bill that will provide 
near term price improvement,” he 
charged. 

In summation, he told his audience 
that those farms that are strong will 
probably stay strong, while those in 
trouble will likely fail. 

Shelton told of the close link 
between farms and agribusinesses, and 
noted that when farmers suffer, so do 
their suppliers and communities. 
“We’re about as closely related to 
farming as you can get without 
actually producing,” he said. 

While the strong dollar and budget 
deficit play a part in the farm prob¬ 
lem, Shelton believes a good part of 

it can be traced back to the Arab oil 

embargo, which caused the wholesale 
price of materials used by the farmer 
to increase. Inflation, too, has taken 
its toll. “Machinery and parts have 
increased in price, while com is in the 
$2 a bushel price range, just where it 
was 20 years ago. Livestock prices, he 
added, are about the same too. 

“Our approach to survival as a busi¬ 
ness has been to diversify,” he said, 
“and we’ve been diversifying for 
several years. The farm only store can 
no longer make it. We have added 
many products that are both farm and 
city oriented, and we have decreased 
some inventory while adding hard¬ 
ware, home and garden products and, 
not too long ago, satellite dishes. We 
are now selling more than 25,000 
different items. Hopefully, this 
approach will help us to maintain our 
agri-city business for the next two 
generations or so,” he concluded. 

Moderator Warner, summing up the 
discussion, hit on the similarities of 
each speaker’s presentation to those of 
the others, with some government help 
being needed, at least in the short 
term, less interference in the world¬ 
wide marketplace, a reduction in the 
federal deficit, a weakening of the 
dollar to boost exports, and the 
possibility of diversitication. Those 
steps, along with a very imporant one 
proposed by Mrs. Newbury, to com¬ 
municate, may just do the job. 

If your power goes off, we offer these 
suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service entrance panels. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main 
breaker just beneath the meter. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check all wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears all right, retrip the breaker to the “ON” 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other 
emergency, please phone 618-273-2611 from 
Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call the 
home of your area serviceman listed on the map 
at left and report power failures and emergencies 
only. 

5. If your serviceman’s home phone number 
does not answer or is busy, please call 618-273- 
2611. This number is monitored around the clock 
to accept your emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the 
name and location number as listed on your 
billing envelope and other information requested. 
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General Manager’s Comments Walter V. Truitt, Jr. 

This month I would like to discuss with 
you the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives, more commonly referred to as 
the AIEC. This Springfield-based organiza¬ 
tion provides a number of unique services 
for Southeastern Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tive. For those of you who attend the 
Annual Meeting, the AIEC may come to 
mind, as its General Manager, Tom Moore, 
has been a speaker. For all of you, the most 
visible service provided by the AIEC is the 
publication which you are presently reading, 
the Illinois Rural Electric News. For less 
than the cost of a first-class letter, your 
Cooperative is able to send this publication 
to each member. This magazine includes 
news of importance regarding rural electric 
affairs on the state and national level, it also 
features numerous money-saving ideas, and, 
for local Cooperative members, the addition 
of the “Southeastern Light.” 

Less visible, yet important, are the many 
other services available to your Cooperative 
through its membership in the AIEC. (Let’s 
emphasize the word M-E-M-B-E-R-S-H-I-P 
too, because just as your electric system is 
based on the Cooperative concept, so is the 
AIEC. The AIEC is composed of 30 electric 
cooperatives; all located in Illinois and all 
working together to maintain and share in 
the services provided by its staff.) 

The AIEC membership entitles your 
Cooperative the advantage of larger utility 
operations without sacrificing local control 
and ownership. Among the services provided 
are: legislative research and information, 
monitoring of state and local government 
regulations and laws, coordination of safety 
programs, training for employees and direc¬ 
tors, member information programs, printing 
and publication assistance, group purchasing 
power, and electric and agricultural engineer¬ 
ing services. 

The ability to keep up to date with the 
ever-changing government regulations and 

legislative matters is among the most valu¬ 
able services provided, especially during the 
current session of the U.S. Congress and the 
Illinois General Assembly. The association 
monitors a large number of state and federal 
agencies, whose rules and regulations can 
have a major impact upon local cooperatives. 
If Southeastern were to attempt to maintain 
the same level of legal and public.affairs ser¬ 
vice, it would require an expense nearly as 
great as that now shared by all 30 coopera¬ 
tives. 

Safety plays a significant role in the 
utility business. Training provided by the 
AIEC for line personnel is among the best in 
the nation, and savings created by well 
trained, safety conscious employees are a 
dual value to you: Your Cooperative does 
not lose wages and other expense because of 
lost work days due to accidents and injuries, 
and outage and repair time is minimized. 
The educational program provides training 
sessions for other employees and directors, 
who receive education on how to better 
serve the members. 

Through the AIEC we participate in a 
group purchase program which avails a large 
variety of materials and supplies that would 
otherwise be more costly. Our state associa¬ 
tion also provides a wide range of printing 
services, not necessarily available locally, 
and at costs well below what we would have 
to pay large printing concerns outside our 
service area. Engineering staff personnel of 
the AIEC provide Southeastern with consult¬ 
ing assistance in both the electric and agri¬ 
cultural engineering fields, making available 
to the Cooperative the help of registered 
engineers at a cost much less than if the 
Cooperative would hire an outside consul¬ 
tant. 

One can see from the number of services 
offered that the AIEC plays a valuable role 
in the operation of Southeastern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative. 
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Quilting 
There is a new “buzzword” going 

around, and it deals with the idea of 
people working at home. Sociologists 
and think tank people are trying to 
find out its advantages and disadvan¬ 
tages, and whether such work is “the 
wave of the future.” 

Many call it “worksteading,” and 
others think of it as a form of cottage 
industry. 

Whatever they call it, and however 
much they study it, Venita Parker has 
had a cottage industry going steadily 
since about 1970, and she thinks it’s 
great. She assembles quilts for people 
all over the McLeansboro area, and 
spends about five to seven days to get 
the job done. She did 61 last year, and 
has “no idea” how many she’s made 

Clockwise from left: A finely stitched 
log cabin pattern goes together. A 
flower garden pattern. Evenly spaced 
squares and neat stitching are a Parker 
hallmark. Venita at work, in her 
favorite chair. SEIEC's Catherine 
Dallas and Venita look over a 50-year- 
old double wedding ring quilt. Mrs. 
Parker displays a sample of her work. 
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b is just sew-sew 
all together. 

“I’ve made quilts for about as long 
as I can remember,” she says, “but I 
used to make them just for use around 
the house. It was a necessity, and I 
didn’t even think of selling them. One 
day a local woman was here and she 
offered to pay me to do some quilting, 
and I told her, ‘I just do this for 
family. I’m not good enough to quilt 
for the public,’ and she said, ‘Oh, yes 
you are,’ so I agreed to do one for her. 

“She was the wife of Dr. Johnson, 
who used to have a practice near here, 
and even after they retired and moved 
to Flagstaff, Arizona, she still sent 
quilts for me to do.” 

The Johnsons have since passed 
away, but their daughter, who still 
lives in Flagstaff, sends work for her 
about once a year. 

While many hobbyists quilt when 
they feel creative or when they don’t 
especially have anything to do, Mrs. 
Parker looks at it as a job. “I get up in 
the morning, do the breakfast dishes, 
make my bed and get started, and 
work until lunch,” she says. “Some¬ 
times 111 look forward to the phone 
to ring, so I’ll have a break. I’ll work 
late into the evening most nights,” she 
adds. One advantage of working at 
home is that she can, if she wants to, 
put everything aside and go shopping, 
although she doesn’t do that very 
often. 

Years ago, before she “turned pro,” 
Venita pieced quilts together and did 
the job from start to finish. Now 
people bring her a quilt top, a liner 
and batting and she assembles them. 

“I have a couple of hooks in the 
bedroom ceiling,” she remarks, “and I 
hang everything up in a frame and 
safety pin it all together real good. 
Then I take it out of the frame and sit 
in my favorite chair and get started.” 

She starts in the middle and works 
outward, so any puckers in the quilt 
will work themselves out toward the 
edge as work progresses. 

“I’ve never really figured out how 
to keep from getting sore fingers,” she 
says, “because I have to be able to 
feel the needle as it comes through the 
quilt. Some people say you can use 
tape, and there are little leather things 
you can buy, too, but they just don’t 
work for me.” 

Still, she allows as how the benefits 
outweigh the difficulties. “I enjoy 
this,” she smiles, “and I figure I can 
just sit down and sew my troubles 
away.” 

Most of her work involves fairly 
recently made quilt tops, but she is 
working now on a vintage double 
wedding ring quilt that is really 
special. “The woman who brought it 
in said that her mother and grand¬ 
mother had pieced it together about 
50 years ago,” she laughs, “and they’re 

just now getting around to having it 
quilted. 

“You can see the difference in the 
muslin. It takes on a color as it ages, 
and there’s a little difference in the 
texture, but not very much. The 
weave’s a little tighter now,” she says. 

Venita still takes time off from her 
business of quilting to do an occa¬ 
sional labor of love for her family. She 
and her husband, Willard, an oilfield 
worker, have two married children, 
Jim Bob and Judy, and she made 
quilts for both of them. 

“Jim Bob and his wife, Gayla, have 
two children, Jeremy and Crystal, and 
I made little quilts for them, too,” she 
notes, adding, “Judy and her husband, 
Mark Bowers, have a daughter named 
Amber. Of course, I made one for her, 
too.” 

Yet another not-for-money quilt 
went to a benefit auction a couple of 
weeks ago. “A little boy has leuke¬ 
mia,” she explains, “and they were 
raising money to help with his medical 
bills. A woman had a quilt top and 
some batting, and another had a liner, 
and I quilted it to sell at the auction. 
None of us could really have afforded 
to give a lot of money, but this way it 
was a meaningful donation. I think it’s 
good when you can give something 
you’ve worked on to help others.” 

That way, she can “sew away” her 
troubles and those of others, too. 
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Nominating Committee chosen 
As provided by the bylaws of 

Southeastern Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 

tive, Inc., a Nominating Committee 

was chosen April 23, 1985, consisting 

of the following Cooperative mem¬ 

bers: 

Gallatin County: Earl Ray Edwards, 

General Delivery, Omaha; Don J. 

McCue, Route 1, Shawneetown; James 

A. Patton, Route 1, Equality 

Saline County: Bob Alvey, Route 4, 

Harrisburg; Raymond H. Vinyard, 

Route 4, Harrisburg 

Pope County: Mildred Belcher, P.O. 
Box 10, Eddyville; Chester Davis, 

Route 1, Golconda 

Franklin County: Robert Barancher, 

Route 3, Benton; Carroll H. Pearce, 

Route 1, Ewing 

The Committee will meet at the 

office of the Cooperative on Monday, 

June 10, 1985 at the hour of 10 a.m., 

for the purpose of nominating four (4) 

candidates for three-year terms as 

Trustees of Southeastern Illinois Elec¬ 

tric Cooperative, Inc. Directors whose 

terms are expiring include: Eugene F. 

Lamkin, Route 4, Harrisburg, (Saline 

County); Iris B. Randolph, Route 1, 

Golconda (Pope County); Kenneth G. 

Rich, Route 2, Shawneetown (Gallatin 

County), and W. S. Richardson, 

Route 1, Ewing (Franklin County). 

David Ramsey, Secretary 

Board of Trustees 

Tornado season 
When a tornado approaches, your 

immediate action can save your life! 

In homes, open some windows, but 

stay away from them, and take shelter 

in the basement or under heavy furni¬ 

ture in the center area of the house. 

In schools, move quickly, following 

advance plans, to shelter areas or to an 

interior hallway on the lowest floor. 

In office buildings, go to an interior 

hallway on the lowest floor or to a 

designated shelter area. 

In factories, move quickly, follow¬ 

ing advance plans, to shelter areas. 

Post a lookout, if this can be done 

without endangering anyone. 

In shopping centers, go to a desig¬ 

nated shelter area, not to your car. 

Mobile homes are particularly vul¬ 

nerable to overturning during strong 

winds and should be evacuated when 

strong winds are forecast. Damage can 

be minimized by securing trailers with 

cables anchored in concrete footings. 

If there is no shelter nearby, leave the 

trailer park for low, protected ground. 

Many trailer parks provide a building 

in which you may go for protection. 

In open country, move away from 

the tornado’s path at a right angle. If 

there is no time, lie flat in the nearest 

depression with your hands shielding 

your head. Be alert for flash floods. 

During a severe thunderstorm or 

tornado emergency, listen for radio 

and television broadcasts or latest 

National Weather Service bulletins. 

If your power goes off, we offer these 
suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service entrance panels. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main 
breaker just beneath the meter. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check all wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears all right, retrip the breaker to the “ON” 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other 
emergency, please phone 618‘27 3-2611 from 
Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call the 
home of your area serviceman listed on the map 
at left and report power failures and emergencies 
only. 

5. If your serviceman’s home phone number 
does not answer or is busy, please call 618-273- 
2611. This number is monitored around the clock 
to accept your emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the 
name and location number as listed on your 
billing envelope and other information requested. 
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The SOUTHEASTER c □ 

,i Southeastern III. Electric Co-op 
Eldorado, III. ; 

General Manager’s Comments 
Walter V. Truitt, Jr. 

I am sure most of you have read or heard 
about the celebration and activities in May on 
the 50th anniversary of the signing of the Presi¬ 
dential Executive Order by Franklin D. Roose¬ 

velt that launched the rural electrification program. 
By looking around and seeing the wonderful social 
and economic benefits of electrification in the rural 
areas of Southern Illinois, you see why so many 
people took an active part in the celebration activities 
— they truly appreciate the things the rural electrifi¬ 
cation program has done for rural America, and 
indirectly for the rest of the nation too. 

The accomplishments of the rural electrification 
program today stand as modern tribute to the efforts 
of the pioneers of the movement. The accomplish¬ 
ments also stand as tribute to the continued efforts of 
the present leaders of the rural electrification 
program and other program supporters. 

First, I want to talk to you a little about the 
celebration of the past, especially the beginnings of 
your electric cooperative, then I’ll discuss another 
reason to celebrate: the continuing understanding and 
good relations rural electric leaders have with elected 
officials in Washington. 

Of course, those of you who remember the organi¬ 
zational period of your cooperative know this isn’t 
the 50th anniversary for Southeastern. That will not 
come until 1988. But this is a good time to remember 
the hard work and determination needed to put 
Southeastern into business and electricity into the 
area. 

There were many people at the organizing meeting 
of the cooperative who were skeptical about the 
group’s chances of achieving its goal. It wasn’t that 
they didn’t have confidence; they just didn’t have 
much knowledge or information about how all 
this could take place. 

Few who attended the meeting back on September 

13, 1938, could foresee what would happen. Today, 
Southeastern ranks as the largest electric cooperative 
in Illinois and is the only one to serve entire counties 
— Pope and Hardin, including the towns. 

Over the years, Southeastern’s role as a regional 
economic factor has exceeded even the most hopeful 
dreams of the founders. You have the pioneers of the 
late 1930s to thank for much of what rural electrifi¬ 
cation has done for this area. 

You also have its present-day leadership to thank 
too. They have continued the tradition of hard work 
and determination, and nowhere is this more evident 
than in Washington. 

This program was born in politics on a national 
level and continues to live in politics. Credibility with 
your elected officials in the national capital becomes 
a very important factor in determining the future of 
programs such as the federal partnership with rural 
electrics. 

Just as the young rural electric systems of the 30s 
and 40s needed help from their government, so do 
today’s electric systems, whether they are coopera¬ 
tives, investor-owned or municipal. The latter two 
receive considerable federal assistance, and rightly so. 
Maintaining a strong electrical economy is very 

important for the United States. 
Just as it is important for the government to assist 

non-cooperative systems, it is vital that federal help 
also be available to the cooperatives. Over the years 
this has been in the form of the Rural Electrification 
Administration programs. Without this help, some 
areas of the nation — including some here in south¬ 
eastern Illinois — would still be without electricity. 

Rural electric leaders, including those from your 
cooperative, recently achieved an agreement with 
Congress and the White House on provisions of the 
federal budget that affect rural electrification. (This 
subject is discussed in more detail elsewhere in this 
issue of the Illinois Rural Electric News.) 

This, like the founding of our cooperative, is cause 
for celebration. In the face of plans by some to 
dismantle the REA, cooperative leaders and Congress¬ 
men worked with White House people to develop 
budget provisions that would stabilize the govern¬ 
ment partnership with rural America. 

There is much to celebrate, past and present. 
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Southern Illinois Power Co-operative 
a reliable, efficient power source 

With 272 megawatts of coal-fired 
generating capacity on line, Southern 
Illinois Power Co-operative is able to 
provide reliable energy supplies to its 
three member distribution coopera¬ 
tives — Egyptian Electric at Steeleville, 
Southeastern Illinois Electric at 
Eldorado, and Southern Illinois Elec¬ 
tric at Dongola — and still have excess 
capacity to help meet the bulk power 
needs of other utility systems. 

Nearby fuel supplies, efficient plant 
operations and rates that are among 
the lowest in the state combine to 
guarantee that SIPC is meeting its 
responsibilties to the diversified 
economy of agriculture, mining, manu¬ 
facturing and recreation in “Little 

Egypt.” The three SIPC members serve 
approximately 37,000 meters within 
that southern block of 19 Illinois 
counties lying between the Mississippi 
and Ohio rivers. 

SIPC was organized on September 

23, 1948, with its present three mem¬ 
ber-cooperatives and the city of Cairo. 

The purpose of the group was to obtain 
bulk power from the Tennessee Valley 
Authority through a Kentucky linkage. 
That attempt failed, but the new 
organization was able to obtain a not¬ 

able reduction in electric rates when it 
signed a 10-year bulk power contract 
for its member-systems in 1950. A 
major goal accomplished, the organiza¬ 
tion then became dormant until Janu¬ 

ary 3, 1957, when it was revived by 
the three member-cooperatives. 

After May 1959, as economical 
bulk power was becoming more diffi¬ 
cult to obtain from the investor- 
owned utilities, the three electric 
cooperatives decided to apply to the 
Rural Electrification Administration 
for a $25 million loan to SIPC, the 
first REA loan for generation. 

With capital funding assured, SIPC 
proceeded to develop the 2,300-acre 
Lake of Egypt with its 93-mile shore¬ 
line for cooling water. The original 
plant — units 1, 2 and 3 - was begun 
on the shores of the lake, south of 
Marion, and became operational on 
October 1, 1963. An additional unit — 



No. 4 — went on line exactly 15 years 
later, giving SIPC a total load capacity 
of 272 megawatts. 

The original plant was put into ser¬ 
vice at a cost of $18 million, including 
the power station, land for Lake of 
Egypt and the lake’s construction. At 
that time, SIPC had three times more 
capacity than was needed by its 
member-systems. Ten years later, after 
a period of rapid growth in Southern 
Illinois, that capacity was almost out¬ 
grown. The addition of unit No. 4 was 
begun in early 1975 and became oper¬ 
ational in 1978. The cost for this unit 
was REA funded in excess of $80 
million. 

Among the significant costs associ¬ 
ated with the plant addition was the 
expense of pollution control equip¬ 
ment. Pollution controls, such as elec¬ 
trostatic precipitators and sulfur 
dioxide scrubbers, cost about $20 
million, which was more than the 
original plant, the lake and adjacent 

land cost in 1963. Pollution control 
devices represented about one-fourth 
of the entire plant addition cost; the 
boiler and turbine generator repre¬ 
sented another quarter of the expense. 

The plant’s General Electric turbine 
generator cost over $5.5 million and 
the cyclone boiler, made by Babcock 
and Wilcox, cost over $13.5 million. 
SIPC also constructed over 100 miles 
of transmission line to help deliver the 
additional power and an additional 
conveyor system was constructed to 
help fuel the coal-fired boiler. 

The new addition is almost as 
high as the two older stacks, which 
indicates the size of the structure 
necessary to accomodate the boiler 
and turbine, along with huge coal 
hoppers suspended high in the steel 
framework. Standing out from the 
plant site, the new smoke stack rises 
435 feet, a marked contrast to the 
200-feet shorter stacks. The larger 
stack serves two purposes. It is larger 

to accomodate the greater amount of 
smoke created by the coal-fired addi¬ 
tion and it also is of a sufficient height 
to create a greater dissipation of the 
smoke at a higher level. 

It is the desire of the power coop¬ 
erative to burn Southern Illinois coal, 
and 1983 figures shows that 98 per¬ 
cent of the coal burned came from 
Southern Illinois mines. As long as 
government regulations do not 
adversely affect the coal price in this 
area, the cooperative will continue to 
utilize the resources of Southern 
Illinois. 

Southern Illinois Power Co-opera¬ 
tive is proud if its success. Costs have 
stabilized, energy sales are showing 
strength and cooperative spirit is 
healthy. These factors provide incen¬ 
tive for continued success. The total 
effort is directed toward the con¬ 
sumer’s benefit. Adequate, reliable and 
affordable electricity is what the coop¬ 
erative spirit is all about. 



Microwave oven in the summer — quick and easy 
Cool efficiency, convenience, easy 

cleaning and fast cooking speed are all 

features that make a microwave oven 

something that can be appreciated all 

year long. But, according to home 

economists, most homemakers espe¬ 

cially enjoy this versatile appliance in 

the summertime when the need for 

quick meals and cool cooking is at its 

peak. 

With a microwave oven, there’s no 

more working over a hot range when 

the kitchen is already steaming. Heat is 

produced only in the food, not in the 

cavity of your oven, so this makes for 

cooler cooking. And since you don’t 

generate extra heat by cooking, your 

air conditioner doesn’t have to work as 

hard either. 

Along with heat, summertime also 

brings many different activities — Lit¬ 

tle League games, tennis, golf — and it 

seems that every one is on a different 

time schedule, making it hard to have 

the family together at mealtime. 

You’ll find that a microwave oven can 

be a great friend for times like these. 

You can prepare the meal at the 

normal time so all those who are home 

can eat. For the latecomers, just put 

the food on a plate, cover and refrig¬ 

erate it until they return home. Then 

they can quickly “reheat and eat” 

without having the stale flavor of food 

that has been warming for a while on 

the range top or in the oven. You can 

also go ahead with the kitchen cleanup 

at the normal time and have only a 

few dinner plates and utensils to take 

care of later in the evening. 

Between the golf course, the beach 

or pool and all of your other summer 

activities, it’s easy to forget about 

defrosting a meal for the evening. The 

microwave oven is great for defrosting 

and many major home appliance man¬ 

ufacturers have models with a separate 

defrost cycle. If your oven does not 

have this special cycle, you can simply 

put the food in the microwave oven 

for one to two minutes and then let it 

stand for another couple of minutes. 

According to home economists at 

Whirlpool Corporation, defrosting in 

cycles will equalize the heat through¬ 

out the food. 

Another feature that makes a 

microwave oven perfect for summer¬ 

time use is its portability. It can be 

kept in the kitchen for general use or 

put in the dining room, living room or 

den for entertaining. And for those of 

you who love barbecuing, you can 

partially pre-cook chicken, ribs or 

roasts first in the microwave oven and 

then put them on the barbecue grill, 

for the crispy charcoal flavor, to cook 

in a fraction of the normal barbecuing 

time. 

Cool cooking, efficiency, conven¬ 

ience and easy cleaning make a micro- 

wave oven great for summertime use. 

But the extra time it offers will please 

you the most, day after day, all year 

long. 

If your power goes off, we offer these 
suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service entrance panels. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main 
breaker just beneath the meter. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check all wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears all right, retrip the breaker to the “ON” 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other 
emergency, please phone 618-273-2611 from 
Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call the 
home of your area serviceman listed on the map 
at left and report power failures and emergencies 
only. 

5. If your serviceman’s home phone number 
does not answer or is busy, please call 618-273- 
2611. This number is monitored around the clock 
to accept your emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the 
name and location number as listed on your 
billing envelope and other information requested. 
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the SOUTHEASTERN □ 

' Southeastern III. Electric Co-op 
Eldorado, III. 

General Manager’s Comments 
Walter V. Truitt, Jr. 

There is a special day coming up for both 
you, the member-owners of Southeastern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative, and me, your 
manager for the past year. 

On Tuesday night, August 6, South¬ 
eastern will conduct its annual meeting. For 
many of you, this will be another in a series 
of annual meetings you have attended as you 
participate in the activities of your electric 
cooperative. For me, it will mark something 
of an anniversary. 

It was at the 1984 annual meeting that I 
was introduced to you as the person replac¬ 
ing Roger Lentz, who died unexpectedly 
in the spring of 1984. My work in the 
electric cooperative business allowed me the 
privilege of knowing Roger and, conse¬ 
quently, developing a great deal of respect 
for him. 

Serving as manager after Roger has 
allowed me the opportunity to see first-hand 
the competent job he did. The past months 
have also enabled me to learn why our elec¬ 
tric cooperative has been such a vital part of 
this area’s success. 

There is more than just a casual relation¬ 
ship between the success of your electric 
cooperative and your participation in the 
annual meeting process — they are insep¬ 
arable! 

As I plan for this, my first “official” 
annual meeting, it is obvious that member 
participation in SEIEC has been an impor¬ 
tant reason for the ability of our electric 
cooperative to serve its members so well. As 
I travel around the service area and visit 
with members, I find there is a great deal of 
pride in this organization, based to no small 
degree on its uphill struggle to succeed in the 
beginning and its modern, forward-thinking 

attitude that serves it so well today. 
This part of Illinois, though removed at 

times by geography from the mainstream of 
the state’s activities, has many positive 
things going for it, not the least of which is 
the cooperative structure that enables 
Southeastern to meet the area’s needs. 
Within that structure is the cooperation that 
developed years ago between Southeastern 
and two other rural electric cooperatives — 
Egyptian Electric Cooperative in Steeleville 
and Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative in 
Dongola. These systems combined to build 
the Southern Illinois Power Co-operative 
power plant at Lake of Egypt to provide this 
region with the electric power supply it had 
needed for many years, and will continue to 
need in the future. 

All of this has come about because of a 
cooperative spirit. That same cooperative 
spirit is what makes you attend your annual 
meeting. You want to take an active part in 
the affairs of your electric cooperative, just 
as the founders did, to assure that it con¬ 
tinues to serve you well. 

Your annual meeting is an opportunity 
for you to hear financial and management 
reports covering the past year, and for you 
to have a voice in determining who serves on 
the policymaking board of trustees. It’s a 
democratic opportunity that is offered by 
few other businesses, and history indicates 

that many members of Southeastern Illinois 
Electric don’t pass up such an opportunity. 

I hope to see you August 6 at YOUR 
annual meeting! 
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Attend your 
Annual Meeting 

August 6,1985 
at 

Southeastern 
Illinois College 

Registration — 6-7 p.m. 

• Reports from manager 
and officers 

* Election of directors 

• Attendance prizes 

* $10 credit to members 

Official notice of 
1985 annual meeting 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN That the 

Annual Meeting of the Members of 
SOUTHEASTERN ILLINOIS ELECTRIC 
COOPERATIVE, INC., will be held at the 
Southeastern Illinois College, Illinois Route 
13, East of Harrisburg or South of 
Eldorado on College Drive, on August 6, 
1985; that the period of registration for 
said members will be from 6 P.M. until 7 
P.M.; business meeting of said Members will 
convene at 7 P.M. for the purpose of 
taking action upon the reports of Officers, 
Trustees, and Committee of said Coopera¬ 
tive; for the election of four (4) Trustees 
for a term of three (3) years each, and for 
such matters as may be properly considered 
at such meeting. 

YOU ARE FURTHER NOTIFIED That 
the number of Trustees to be elected at the 
1985 Annual Meeting is four (4) and that 
in the election of four (4) Trustees, one 
each is to be elected from Franklin County, 
Gallatin County, Saline County, and Pope 
County. 

2 Grand Prizes: 
• microwave oven 
• color TV 

ANNUAL MEETING 

PRIZES 
Awarded by Drawing 

from 
Member Registration 

To Be Eligible for Prizes You Must Be Registered and Present at Drawing 

Be Sure to Register! 
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Report of 
nominating 
committee 

As provided by the bylaws of Southeastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative, Inc., a Nominating Committee, consisting of the 
following Cooperative members: 

Bob Alvey (Saline County) 
Robert Barancher (Franklin County) 
Mildred Belcher (Pope County) 
Chester Davis (Pope County) 
Earl Ray Edwards (Gallatin County) 
Don J. McCue (Gallatin County) 
James A. Patton (Gallatin County) 
Carroll H. Pearce (Franklin County) 
Ray H. Vinyard (Saline County) 

met at the office of the Cooperative on June 10, 1985, at the 
hour of 10 A.M. for the purpose of nominating four (4) candi¬ 
dates for three-year terms as Trustees of Southeastern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative, Inc. 

The undersigned presided as Secretary of the meeting. 
The following candidates were nominated: 
Jack Wise, Saline County 
Gary Hise, Pope County 
Kenneth G. Rich, Gallatin County 
W. S. Richardson, Franklin County 
DATED at Eldorado, Illinois, this 10th day of June, 1985. 

Don J. McCue, Secretary of the Meeting 

Members attending meeting will receive 
certificate good for $10 credit on bill 

All members attending this year’s 
annual meeting will be presented with 
a certificate good for a credit of $10 
that can be applied to the member’s 
electric energy assessment. 

Every registered member will 
receive a certificate and that certificate 
must be used within 60 days of the 
annual meeting date. 

It is hoped that this $ 10 certificate 
will help members offset their expense 
in attending their cooperative’s annual 
meeting. It is estimated that the cost 
to the cooperative for the certificates 
will be no greater than expenses 
incurred at previous meetings and that 
the full benefits will go to those 
members eligible to vote who take 

sufficient interest in their cooperative 
to attend the annual meeting. 

Besides the certificate, other prizes 
will be awarded during the meeting, 
including two grand prizes for lucky 
members who attend the meeting and 
are eligible to participate in the 
drawings. 

(Must be used within 60 days 
after the cooperative annual meeting) 

July 1985 
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Practical approaches to beating summer heat 
Keeping your cool during the hot 

months doesn’t mean just trying to 
stay calm, control your temper and 
think tranquil thoughts. There are 
many things — some are just plain, 
practical common-sense things — you 
can do to get through the scorcher 
days. 

First of all, you need to make sure 
your house has proper insulation and 
weatherstripping. This keeps the 

house cool in summer and warm in 
winter. Check with your rural electric 
cooperative for advice or assistance if 
you’re a new home owner or if you 
haven’t inspected your insulation and 
weatherstripping for some time. 

Use heat-producing appliances 
sparingly. Turn off lamps, TVs and 
stereos when not in use. Replace 
incandescent lights with fluorescent 
ones. They provide twice the light for 
the same amount of electricity, last 
much longer and produce much less 
waste heat. 

During periods of bright sunshine, 
keep the drapes closed. Light colored 
drapes and curtains reflect sunlight 
and heat outward. 

Use an exhaust fan to reduce heat 
and moisture in your bathroom, espe¬ 
cially when you bathe or shower. 

Close central heating vents when 

using window air conditioners. Keep 
cool air in your rooms not in the duct 
work. Set air conditioner at 78 degrees 
or higher. Cooling systems operating 
costs decrease with each degree you 
raise the thermostat. When you’re 
away from home for any length of 
time, set thermostat a few degrees 
higher. Inspect and clean filter screens 
regularly to reduce fuel consumption 
and to reduce and eliminate dust and 
pollen (especially important if you 
have hay fever, other allergies or 
asthma.) 

Unvented clothes dryers release 
heat and moisture. Vent your dryer to 
outdoors if possible. 

Install an attic vent fan. Attic tem¬ 
peratures can reach 140-160 degrees 
on the hottest days. A small fan will 
exhaust the heat and keep it from 
radiating downward through your 
home. The fans are economical to 
operate and some come with a thermo¬ 
static switch that turns the unit on and 
off automatically. 

The kitchen can add a tremendous 
amount of unwanted heat during the 
hot days. Here are a few ways to elimi¬ 
nate those extra degrees: 
• Use electric skillet, broiler oven or 
toaster oven instead of your range 
oven. They use half the energy and 

won’t throw off as much heat as the 
range. 
• Use a microwave for reheating, 
defrosting and cooking small quanti¬ 
ties. Only the food gets hot, the 
kitchen stays cool. 
• Cook outdoors whenever possible. 
• If possible, cook foods for lunch 
and dinner in the early morning when 
the kitchen is coolest. 
• Use the dishwasher only with full 
loads, operate it early in the morning 
or after 8 p.m. at off-peak hours. 
• Operate the refrigerator at normal 
temperature settings. Keep coils clean. 
If humidity is not high and your 
refrigerator has a power saver switch, 
turn it to “off.” 
• Use an ice chest or ice bucket for 
ice cubes and cold beverages to cut 
down on refrigerator door openings. 

Wear lightweight, light color clothes 
made from materials that “breathe.” 
Wear loose-fitting clothes so air can 
circulate; go barefoot around the 
house. 

These are just a few tips to help 
you cope with Mother Nature. With 
proper planning and common sense 
you’ll find that you can enjoy a long, 
hot summer and use your energy 
wisely. 

If your powe. goes off, we offer these 
suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service entrance panels. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main 
breaker just beneath the meter. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check all wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears all right, retrip the breaker to the “ON” 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other 
emergency, please phone 618-27 3-2611 from 
Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call the 
home of your area serviceman listed on the map 
at left and report power failures and emergencies 
only. 

5. If your serviceman’s home phone number 
does not answer or is busy, please call 618-273- 
2611. This number is monitored around the clock 
to accept your emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the 
name and location number as listed on your 
billing envelope and other information requested. 
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The SOUTHEASTERN 

j Southeastern III. Electric Co-op 
Eldorado, III. ‘ 

General Manager’s Comments 
Walter V. Truitt, Jr. 

By the time this article is published, 
another Annual Meeting of the Members 
of Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
will be history. In a subsequent article, we 
will discuss the highlights of that meeting. 

Summertime in southeastern Illinois not 
only means time for another Annual Meeting 
of Members, but it also marks the season for 
thunderstorms. During any given afternoon 
throughout Southeastern’s service area (en¬ 
compassing eight counties and over 3,000 
miles of line), one or more giant thunder¬ 
storms can bring gusty winds, lightning, 
and heavy rain. While these storms some¬ 
times provide welcome relief from the heat 
or much needed rain for crops, they can 
also be the catalyst for power outages caused 
by fallen trees or limbs, or direct lightning 
strikes. 

It is always wise to be prepared for 
power outages by keeping candles, matches, 
flashlights, and batteries close at hand. It 
is also a good idea to keep a battery-oper¬ 
ated radio near so that you can monitor any 
storm activity or weather bulletin. If you or 
any member of your family should observe 
broken or damaged power lines hanging near 
the ground, please stay away and warn 
others to do the same. Report any such 
incidents of downed lines to your Coopera¬ 
tive immediately! 

When reporting a power outage, please 
have your location number ready to give to 
the Cooperative’s phone operator. Your lo¬ 
cation number can be found on your electric 
billing statements. There may be many 

others experiencing a power outage in your 
area; therefore, the telephone lines to the 
Cooperative office may be busy, but keep 
trying. 

Your Cooperative pledges to work as 
quickly as possible to repair the lines and 
restore service to your home. Meanwhile, be 
prepared for summer thunderstorms, and 
keep an eye out for electrical hazards 
created by falling limbs and trees. 
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June 24, 1985, was a time to 

celebrate the past in Southern 

Illinois, and Southeastern Illinois 

College held a reception to 
honor participants in the "Mem¬ 
ories of Southern Illinois" essay 
contest. 

Virgil O. Palmer, an 83-year- 

old Rosiclare heating and refrig¬ 
eration repairman, submitted an 

essay entitled, "Let There Be 

10b 

Light," a reminiscence about life 

before electricity and a celebra¬ 
tion of its benefits. Mr. Palmer, 

who belts out his stories — in 
rough form — on an old Under¬ 

wood typewriter, says, "While 

we failed to qualify for a prize, 

we enjoyed being with others at 

the contest and just visiting for 
an hour or more. Our essay was 

discussed and favorable com¬ 

ment was offered, but others 

won." 

All participants were awarded 

a deluxe copy of John W. Allen's 

book, "It Happened in Southern 

Illinois." While he didn't take 

home a prize from the contest, 

SEIEC believes Mr. Palmer, with 

encouragement from his wife. 

Sue, is a real winner, and his 

essay is published here. 
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Rosiclare man recalls coming 



lectricity 
The coming of rural electrification 

was the best and more far-reaching of 
any government-sponsored project in 
my lifetime. I was bom in Hardin 
County, April 16, 1902. Our home 
was on a hillock overlooking Peters 
Creek “ford” or crossing that had been 
in use for more than 100 years. Some 
trace has been found: ancient trail that 
may have crossed at the same spot. 
The old house was a log-constructed, 
two-room cabin style with an add-on 
kitchen, a comfortable living arrange- 
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At left, Virgil Palmer works at his old Underwood typewriter, on which he com¬ 
poses many stories. One, his memories of the countryside before the coming of 
electricity, was entered in an essay contest. He keeps a kerosene lamp handy, in 
case of an outage, but remembers when they were the best source of light avail¬ 
able, for those who could afford the fuel. 

ment by 1900s standards. The old 
double log cabin had been a self- 
appointed guardian of the crossing for 
many years. 

When news about the coming of 
rural electric had cleared the talkin’ 
stage and had progressed to planning, 
those who were financially able started 
making ready for this great event. 
Some who were not in the early survey 

(too far from main lines) set their own 
poles and may have furnished the wire. 
Many houses, some 100 years old, 
were wired and waiting; waiting for 
this miracle that would change our 
lifestyle in many ways. 

While some townhouses and a 
barber shop, or perhaps a drug store, 
had gas lighting, oil lamps were used 
for lights in churches, schools, public 
buildings. Post offices may have had 
gas lighting, just before electricity 
became available. Kerosene was not 
expensive, but some were just too 
poor to buy it. Hopefully, a few lived 
in houses which were equipped with a 
fireplace, one that could be used for 
lighting as well as heating. When “day 
was done and the sun goes down,” the 
darkness just waiting, wraps the world 
in a cloak so dense that one can feel it. 
It blots out all but the stars on moon¬ 
less nights, and all travel was restricted 
to necessary trips or journeys. 

We were fortunate, as we lived in a 
house with a large fireplace that was 
installed when the house was built. 
There were times when WE didn’t have 
coal-oil as the lamp oil was called and 
had to do our lessons by firelight 
(shades of Abe Lincoln). 

Yes! We tried the fire shovel or 
doing our “sums,” but for “sum” 
reason we didn’t do too well. Our 
Ma made small booklets out of brown 
paper bags or sacks as we used them 
like our now-a-day desk pads. 

But a new day has dawned, and this 
miracle has been shared by nearly all 
the world. Many who had lost their 
jobs and were just “subsisting” on a 
very limited relief program:. WPA, 
PWA, and other projects, couldn’t pay 
the membership costs, and would have 
to wait a few more years for their 

share of this wondrous achievement. 
But time marches on, and when 

paychecks replaced the “work assign¬ 
ment slips,” many could afford 
to join with others, who were enjoying 
the coming of rural electrification. The 
first use other than for lights was the 
radio, and as washers were changing 
over to electric, they too, enjoyed the 
“stage.” Refrigerators and freezers 
were added as soon as monthly pay¬ 
ments could be managed. TV was yet 
in the future. 

Now we have security lights, garage 
door openers, a dozen different 
kitchen helpers plus a host of other 
labor-saving devices, or gadgets that do 
our bidding at the touch of a button, 
or a radio signal. 

Soon we may be able to compete 
with Aladdin and his genie of the lamp 
for we now live in an ever-changing 
world. Rural electric has changed our 
lifestyle in many ways, but it may be 
well to watch our step. Today we are 
the master and this invisable force is 
our slave, but tomorrow it could 
become a Frankenstein. 

Some beautiful summer evening, 
pick a highway that affords an 
unobstructed view of a large area. The 
Goreville hill offers a view of may 
square miles. One can see the hills in 
Kentucky, and our own rolling hills 
and valleys all the way to the south¬ 
ernmost part of the state. Or pick a 
highway of your own choosing. 

Watch the sun as it slowly sinks 
behind the western hills. As day 
changes to twilight and darkness 
starts closing in, and security lights 
start coming to life as if by magic and 
transforms the countryside into a 
fairyland of unparalled beauty. Those 
millions of lights that have made 
Alice’s Wonderland at best only an 
equal. Almost like spiritual salvation, 
rural electric has brought us out of 
“darkness into light.” LET THERE BE 
LIGHT. 

It’s never totally dark since the 
coming of rural electrification. To 
quote the REN News: We are the 
wonder and envy of the rural regions 
of the world. 
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Vacation won't trim much from bills 
Now that vacation time is upon us 

and you are planning to be gone for an 
extended period of time, your electric 
bill should decrease. Right? If you 
think this, you are certainly wrong!! 

It is a misconception by too many 
people that when they leave on a 
vacation their electric meter stops 
until they return. If they are on 
vacation for two weeks, they expect 
their electric bill to reduce to one-half 
of their normal monthly usage. 

Let’s ask ourselves a few questions 
before we assume our electric bill 
should decrease by any considerable 
amount during vacation time: 
1. Was the water heater turned off 
during your vacation? Remember, if 
the electric water heater is left 
energized during vacation, it will 
continue to operate, and maintain 
the tank temperature even if you are 
not using any hot water. 
2. Was' the refrigerator emptied and 
turned off? If not, it will continue to 
operate to maintain the pre-set 
temperature. 
3. Was the freezer also emptied and 
turned off? Unless it is practical to do 
so the freezer should be left energized. 
4. Other electrical appliances that 
keep running while you are on 
vacation are: clocks, remote television 

sets, and automatic lighting. 
If you are determined that no 

electricity is to be used during your 
vacation, you can accomplish this by 
turning off your main breaker or fuse 
box. Remember when you do this the 
automatic appliances and lighting will 

stop. Your refrigerator and freezer will 
defrost; your electric water heater will 
not have hot water ready for use upon 
your return. It’s a decision only you 
can make. 

We suggest that should you decide 
to leave your electricity on, to con¬ 
sider the following tips: 
1. Unplug all appliances not in use. 
2. The water heater should be turned 
off at the breaker or fuse box. 
3. If a light is to be left on, it should 
be connected to a timer. 
4. If you intend to be gone for an 
extended period of time, come into 
our office and make arrangements so 
your electric service will remain 
uninterrupted. 
5. Read your meter upon leaving and 
again upon your return. This will let 
you determine the number of kilo¬ 
watt-hours used during the period of 
time you were gone. 

Another reminder is that many 
vacationers bring home several days or 
weeks of dirty laundry. This laundry 
will give your electric water heater a 
work-out during your first day or two 
at home. 

REMEMBER 
Only you can decide whether your 

electric meter gets a vacation or not 
while you are gone. 

If your power goes off, we offer these 
suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service entrance panels. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main 
breaker just beneath the meter. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check all wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears all right, retrip the breaker to the “ON” 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other 
emergency, please phone 618-273-2611 from 
Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call the 
home of your area serviceman listed on the map 
at left and report power failures and emergencies 
only. 

5. If your serviceman’s home phone number 
does not answer or is busy, please call 618-273- 
2611. This number is monitored around the clock 
to accept your emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the 
name and location number as listed on your 
billing envelope and other information requested. 
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The SOUTHEASTERN □ 

' Southeastern III. Electric Co-op 
Eldorado. III. 

General Manager’s Comments 
Walter V. Truitt, Jr. 

As I mentioned in last month’s com¬ 
ments, I will be reporting to you on our 
successful Annual Meeting which was held 
August 6. For those members who were 
unable to attend, I hope you find these 
comments from my speech informative and 
educational. 

“It is a pleasure to be with you as I close 
out my first year as your manager. Since 
moving my family up from Florida this year, 
I have worked diligently to acquaint myself 
with the many facets of Southeastern’s 
operations. During the past months I have 
met with numerous civic leaders, business 
people, coal miners, farmers, retired persons, 
and many of our congressional delegation. In 
this fashion, I have come to feel the pulse of 
Southern Illinois. My remarks will be brief, 
but generally on a favorable note.” 

I have some news that is welcome to all. 
That news is, “We do not have any present 
or near future plans to increase the rates at 
Southeastern!” 

If you have made a trip recently to your 
local grocery store, bought gasoline, pur¬ 
chased a new appliance, or invested in 
property or real estate, you have been made 
aware of the constant increases in prices. We 
are proud of the fact that we here at your 
Co-op have been able to hold the line on rate 
hikes, even with the increasing prices of 
materials, labor and wholesale power costs. 
Our last rate increase was passed on to you 
in October, 1983. It is gratifying to be able 
to report to you in a positive context, 
especially during a time when the utility 

industry, in general, is frought with many 
problems. This is not our case. We have had 
a good year and I anticipate the remainder 
of 1985 to be favorable as well. 

Among those individuals that have played 
a major role in this favorable report are your 
Board of Trustees. These gentlemen have 
worked together to provide the staff and 
employees at Southeastern with goals and 
objectives designed to make Southeastern an 
even better Cooperative. 

I would like to thank the Board for their 
support and excellent cooperation. Being a 
Trustee takes a great deal of one’s personal 
time. It requires attendance at training 
sessions and seminars, and many hours for 
meetings, ranging from Board sessions to 
statewide meetings to power cooperative 
meetings. These are dedicated individuals 
who are charged with a tremendous respon¬ 
sibility. They have carried out that charge 
well during the past year. 

I would like to report some of te high¬ 
lights for 1985 and note our future expecta¬ 
tions. The theme at Southeastern for 1985 
has been “Improved Performance,” both 
operationally and financially. 

One of the major costs of operating a 
distribution cooperative is the price paid for 
wholesale power. Our budgeted power costs 
for 1985 will consume over 73 percent of 
our revenues. As most of you know, we 
purchase our wholesale power from the 
generating plant located on the Lake of 

(Continued on page 14d) 
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Annual meeting speakers:'N 
Two area men were reelected to 

SEIEC’s board of directors and two 
new members were elected at the 47th 
annual meeting last month at South¬ 
eastern Illinois College, Eldorado. 

Kenneth G. Rich of Shawneetown 
and W. S. Richardson of Ewing were 
reelected, while Jack Wise of Harris¬ 
burg and Gary Hise of Golconda were 
elected to their first terms. Wise 
replaces Eugene Lamkin, who declined 
to run for reelection after serving 
12 years on the board, and Hise takes 
over from Iris B. Randolph of Gol¬ 
conda, who stepped down after 18 
years of service. 

Kenneth Webb of Tunnel Hill, 
president, told some 1,500 members 

and guests that 1985 marked the 50th 
anniversary of the founding of the 

Rural Electrification Administration 
(REA). “Since the signing of the act,” 
he said, “the national system has 
grown to 1,000 distribution coopera¬ 
tives and public power districts which 
now serve 25 million rural residents 
throughout the country.” 

“Here in Illinois,” he continued, 
“we have 27 distribution cooperatives 

and three generation and transmission 
cooperatives that serve nearly 206,000 
members in rural Illinois. Without the 
REA program in this state, a good 
percentage of these rural consumers 
would be without electricity today. As 
you know, Illinois is a key agricultural 
state, and I do not have to emphasize 
the importance of electric power to 
agriculture.” 

Walter V. Truitt of Marion, manager, 
told his audience that Southeastern’s 
power costs have been increasing, and 
taking a bigger and bigger share of the 
cooperative’s revenues. “Power costs 
took 45 percent of our total revenues 
20 years ago, and 65 percent last 
year,” he said, adding, “We think 
that’s pretty well stabilized, unless 
some kind of acid rain legislation is 
passed that will add costs to our power 
plant at Marion.” 

“We have held our operations and 
maintenance expenses to a minimum,” 
Truitt continued, “but not at the 
expense of system deterioration. Our 
outage reports show that we have one 
of the most reliable and dependable 
electric service systems in Illinois.” 

Such a record is not easy to main¬ 
tain, he noted, because SEIEC has over 
3,000 miles of line, much of it in 
rough country. “In 1984, Southeast¬ 
ern installed 1,481 new poles, strung 
more than 125 miles of new conduc¬ 
tor, purchased 441 new transformers 
and installed 382 security lights. Our 
construction crews and contractors 
worked on 2,150 different jobs.” Mr. 
Truitt’s speech is included in its 
entirety beginning on page 14a. 

Secretary-treasurer David Ramsey 

of Omaha reported that the coopera¬ 
tive’s 1984 operating revenue and 
patrongage capital total was 
$25,285,401, an increase of about 

$2.67 million over 1983. Southeast¬ 
ern’s total opeating expenses were just 
over $23 million, a $1.9 million 
increase from 1983. Of that total, 
slightly more than $17.3 million, or 
65.6 percent, was used to purchase 
wholesale power. The cooperative paid 
$262,624 in taxes, Ramsey said. 

Southeastern serves approximately 

18.000 members along more than 
3.000 miles of line in Saline, William¬ 
son, Franklin, Johnson, Massac, 

14b 
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At left: The audience of about 1,500 
listened attentively to the speakers. 
Above: Manager Waiter V. Truitt 
speaks. 

ate boost' 
Gallatin, Hamilton, Hardin, Pope and 
White counties. 

Other members of its board of 
directors are W. B. Pulliam of Galatia, 
Bill Cadle of Marion, Robert Tiberend 
of Benton, Neil Soward of Rosiclare 
and Victor Knight of McLeansboro. 

Top right photo: iris B. Randolph of 

Golconda, who did not seek reelection, 
is recognized for his years of service by 
Kenneth Webb of Tunnel Hill, presi¬ 

dent. Middle photo: Eugene Lamkin 
of Harrisburg stands for recognition. 
At right: Manager Truitt, left, is shown 
with two new directors and the two 

who were reelected. They are, from 
left: Jack Wise of Harrisburg, Gary 
Hise of Golconda, Kenneth G. Rich of 
Shawneetown and W. S. Richardson 
of Ewing. Wise and Hise are the new 
directors. 
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(Continued from page 14a) 

Egypt, near Marion. The management 
and personnel of that plant have been 
doing an excellent job in obtaining 
markets for surplus power, thus 
enabling their co-owner Cooperatives 
the fringe benefit of cheaper wholesale 
power — we of course are a co-owner. 
I commend Mr. Jim Chapman and 
his fine staff for the job they are doing 
at Southern Illinois Power Cooperative. 

This year our Operations Depart¬ 
ment has increased its spending for 
right-of-way clearing and brush control 
by 22 percent, in order to eliminate 
outages due to heavy undergrowth of 
brush and overhanging trees and limbs. 

As some of our older employees 
reach the retirement age, we have been 
able to consolidate positions, and we 
have recently reduced the number of 
men on brush crews in certain areas to 
two, rather than the past three-man 
crews. 

We are presently in the process of 
developing and staffing a productivity 
improvement program which will 
enable the Cooperative through better 
planning and follow-up to improve the 
use of our equipment and personnel in 
the operations area. This is the first 
major program of its type in the state. 

Our mapping system is also under¬ 
going a complete revision which will 
aid our service personnel to more 
quickly determine outage locations. 

This year we also placed in service a 
new NCR computer system that has a 
greatly expanded capability for our 
billing operation, engineering needs, 
and operational requirements. This 
system will benefit the Cooperative for 
many years to come. 

Barring any major storms, we at 
Southeastern can assure you that our 
outage record for 1985 will be one of 
the more favorable in the state. This 
has been achieved in part due to the 
projects we have instituted to convert 
much of the old 8A conductor, 
and upgrade single-phase lines to three- 
phase. Many of these lines being 
replaced were constructed in the late 
30’s and early 40’s. We have increased 
our expenditures in this area for 1985 
by 14 percent. 

We have also recently purchased 
and are installing a new telephone and 
communications system for the main 
headquarters, replacing our old out¬ 
dated system. This will improve the 
handling of calls during major storm 

outages. 
Another area of concentration for 

1985 has been that of our employees. 
We have attempted to increase the 
level of training of our personnel, as 
well as improve the equipment pro¬ 
vided. I would like to take this oppor¬ 
tunity to express my appreciation 
for the high level of dedication shown 
by the majority of our employees. 

They will rank in the top 10 percent 
with any Cooperative in the country. 

There are many other areas of 
change underway, but those I have 
mentioned are typical of the progress 
being made. I wish to assure you that 
all improvements have been made with 
the idea that we here at Southeastern 
wish to provide our consumer/owners 
with the best service possible. There 
is always room for improvement, and 
as your Manager, 1 pledge to work 
with the board, the staff, and you, to 
see that the improvement process 
continues. 

Thank you for your attention and 
past support. 

Outside electricity 
use calls for care 

When working outside, don’t use 
electric tools in the rain or on wet 
surfaces. Using an electric lawn mower 
on wet grass is dangerous. 

Use fixtures that are weatherproof 
and designed for outdoor use. 

Use electric hand tools that have a 
ground or are double-insulated. 

When putting up an antenna, locate 
it where it cannot touch or fall on 
power lines. 

Outdoor wiring should have its own 
circuit breaker or fuse, and be 
designed to keep out moisture. A 
ground fault circuit interrupter is 
required on all new installations. 

If your power goes off, we offer these 
suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service entrance panels. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main 
breaker just beneath the meter. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check all wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears all right, retrip the breaker to the “ON” 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other 
emergency, please phone 618-273-2611 from 
Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call the 
home of your area serviceman listed on the map 
at left and report power failures and emergencies 
only. 

5. If your serviceman’s home phone number 
does not answer or is busy, please call 618-273- 
2611. This number is monitored around the clock 
to accept your emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the 
name and location number as listed on your 
billing envelope and other information requested. 
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General Manager’s Comments 
Walter V. Truitt, Jr. 

In the near future, many members of 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
will receive a questionnaire in the mail. It 
will address the subject of “Energy and 
Rural Living in Illinois.” If you are among 
those who receive the survey form, please be 
sure to complete and return it as requested. 

This survey has been approved by your 
board of directors and is part of a statewide 
survey of rural electric consumers. It has the 
sponsorship of the state’s electric coopera¬ 
tives and is being done by The Center for 
Community and Regional Studies at Sanga¬ 
mon State University in Springfield. 

Your board feels very strongly about this 
project. The compiled results of a variety of 
questions will tell your board, and staff, 
what you think about your cooperative and 
its services. It will also serve as a valuable 
guide for your cooperative to use in future 
planning and decision making. 

In order to achieve as much accuracy as 
possible and represent a cross section of 
member opinion, this survey relies on a 
random selection from our member list of 
persons to contact. This type of respondent 
selection technique assures that questions 
cannot be asked of any particular person, 
but rather a representative cross section of 
the membership. Such techniques have 
proven highly accurate in hundreds of 
surveys. 

Information sought is of a general nature, 
with focus on such subjects as your evalua¬ 
tion of your electric cooperative, energy 
usage, and service quality. 

The Center at Sangamon State University 

will receive all responses. Compiling of the 
data will take place at SSU and only the 
compiled results, not the returned question¬ 
naires, will be provided to the participating 
electric cooperatives. 

You know the importance of communica¬ 
tion between the board and your staff and 
the membership. How the members feel 
about their cooperative is vital knowledge 
for directors as they fulfill their responsibili¬ 
ties as trustees of your consumer-owned 
business. 

This survey is one of the several tools 
available to your board and management to 
ensure the greatest possible involvement of 
members in the activities of your electric 
cooperative. 

October 1985 14a 



Bill and Lora show off one of their more intricate mountain dulcimers. This five-stringed instrument is nicely shaped, has 
fancy holes and is inlaid with contrasting hardwoods. 

Making sweet music 
Mention the words “dulcimer 

maker” in a crowd, and you will 
almost always come up with the same 
image: an elderly, bearded, straw- 
hatted man in bib overalls, sitting on 
the porch of a mountain cabin, per¬ 
haps whittling in fine detail with a 
pocket knife. He may also wear a pair 
of small wire-rimmed glasses. Such a 
man, if he really existed, would 
probably crank out three or four 
beautiful, mellow-sounding instru¬ 
ments a year. 

There is a luthier — or dulcimer 
maker — in Illinois near Equality, but 
he does not fit that mold. In fact, that 
maker is really Bill and Lora Berg, a 
husband-wife team who work out of a 
recently constructed workshop at their 
home. Surprisingly, to one who walks 
in expecting to see a “real” dulcimer 
maker, the shop has a full array of 
power tools. There is a drill press, a 
couple of belt sanders and a radial arm 
saw. And dust. A fine film of the stuff 

covers everything. In fact, as you enter 
the shop, Bill may take off a dust 
mask to call a cheerful greeting. Likely 
as not, he will be wearing blue jeans 
and an art show t-shirt. So much for 
stereotypes. 

Everything about the shop suggests 
that Bill and Lora take their craft 
seriously. Pieces of dulcimer skeletons 
rest in ordered confusion on just about 
every level surface, and partly assem¬ 
bled instruments — some looking like 
spawning grounds for C-clamps — are 
everywhere. 

As a matter of fact, they have to 
take the job seriously. Making and 
selling dulcimers is what they do for a 
living, as they have been doing since 
they got married six years ago. They 
crank out about 600 beautiful, mel¬ 
low-sounding instruments a year. The 
word “dulcimer,” incidentally, comes 
from the Latin for “sweet thing,” Bill 
says, and that explains why several 
musical instruments have that name. 

Bill has been making stringed 
musical instruments for about 17 years 
now. But some of the early years were 
devoted to making mandolins and 
guitars, “But they didn’t sell well at 
craft fairs.” He has also made three 
harps, and hopes in the future to 
develop a market for more. 

The Bergs recently opened a retail 
store, Mountain Made Music, in 
Nashville, Indiana. “There’s not really 
a good market for dulcimers in South¬ 
ern Illinois,” Lora laments, “but 
Nashville’s in Brown County, which is 
famous for its fall colors, and there 
are an awful lot of tourists there. And 
there seems to be more of a folk music 
tradition there, too.” 

But before they needed to concern 
themselves with such things, they first 
had to come up with a quality product 
at an affordable price, and Bill learned 
to do that long ago. 

“I studied under a master violin 
maker from Germany,” he says, “and 
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The hammered dulcimer, said to be an ancestor to the piano, is played with two 
small hammers. The Bergs make 50-60 of the mellow-sounding instruments a 
year. 

Bill plays a mountain dulcimer. Note the contrasting inlays on the fingerboard 
and the heart-shaped cutout on the top. This is a particularly fancy model. 

Partly completed instruments show the variety of shapes the Bergs make. There 
are three different mountain dulcimers in various stages of completion, and some 
hammered dulcimers in the background. 

he didn’t fit the stereotyped image, 
either. Usually when we think of a 
German violin maker, we think of a 
little pudgy, balding man stooped over 
a workbench, but he was young and 
trim and wore very stylish clothes. 
And he liked the best discos.” 

Lora met Bill at a craft fair, knew 
absolutely nothing about dulcimers, in 
fact did not know exactly what they 
were. “I just thought that was the 
cutest guy standing there behind all 
those weird things.” she laughs, “and 
he’s taught me everything.” 

Anyway, they found that there was 
indeed a fair market for a full range of 
dulcimers, and they concentrate on 
filling that market. They build half a 
dozen models, to suit virtually every 
price range. Five of their models are 
mountain dulcimers, the long, skinny 
instruments that look for all the world 
like undernourished guitars. Mountain 

dulcimers are a native American 
instrument, Lora says, as is the banjo. 
Most others trace their origins to 
Europe or the Far East. 

One attractive quality the instru¬ 
ment boasts is simplicity, the Bergs 
point out, and it is much less difficult 
to learn to play than most instru¬ 
ments. “You can learn a simple tune in 
a few hours and if you apply your¬ 
self,” Lora says, “you can become a 
fairly good player in a couple of 
months. 

“Dulcimers only play one key, with 
three strings playing the notes, while 
the remaining two are for harmony. 
You don’t have to work out fingering 
chords, either.” 

A folk music subculture has sprung 
up in the last 20 years or so, Bill says, 
and some areas have dulcimer socie¬ 
ties. There are “about 60 or 70” books 
on the market to help the tenderfoot 
learn to play his dulcimer, he adds. 

The lowest-priced Berg dulcimer, 
which they sell for $65, has plywood 

sides and is teardrop-shaped, and the 
sides are “kerfed,” or notched, to 
facilitate bending. All the other 
models are of heat-bent hardwood. A 
sweet-sounding beauty with some 
intricate multicolored wood inlays will 
cost $250 or more. Most cost far less. 
“They’re priced low enough, for the 
most part, that they can be bought on 
an impulse,” Bill says, “and we make 
about 500 mountain dulcimers a 
year.” 
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Both of these instruments are dulcimers, but only one is native to the U.S. The 
other, the hammered dulcimer, originated in Persia. One has five strings, the 
other 39. Both make sweet music. 

Hammered dulcimers are another 
Berg product. A 39-stringed instru¬ 
ment, a hammered dulcimer is played 
with two tiny wooden hammers, 
instead of a finger and pick. Said to be 
an ancestor to the piano, the ham¬ 
mered dulcimer is often compared to 
that instrument minus the keys, Bill 
says. 

“They originated in Persia,” he 
notes, “and went as far as China, and 
they moved into Europe, too. They 
came to America from there. They’re 
fairly popular. We make 50 or 60 a 
year, and they sell for about $3 50.” 

Bill and Lora note that while their 
craft is sort of a “labor of love,” it also 
has to serve as a livelihood, so it 
has to be treated very much like a 
business. “You have to provide a 
product people want at a price they’re 
willing to pay,” Bill says, “or you’ll 
never make a living at it.” 

While the two dulcimer lines are 
staples of the Mountain Made Music 
line, there is a third product, too, a 
door harp, or a small three-stringed 
instrument that has three wooden balls 
that hang from strings in such a way 
that when the door is opened and 

closed, the balls hit the strings, playing 
a little tune. “They originated in 
Scandanavia,” Lora says, “and the idea 
is to give your guests a musical greet¬ 
ing. We sell them for $22.50, and 
they’re a good little product, but they 
don’t work very well on the new 
superinsulated doors that people are 
putting on some houses.” 

While the Bergs feel fortunate to 
have a lifestyle they are comfortable 
with, they shake their heads at some 
of the comments they hear at craft 
shows. “Many people say, ‘Oh, making 
these must be so much fun!’ Others 
exclaim, ‘You’re so lucky to be able 
to work with something you’re 
talented at.’ Well, it is nice to be able 
to make a living at what we enjoy 
doing, but I wouldn’t exactly call it 
fun. 

“Actually, you have to be willing'to 
work some pretty long hours to make 
a go of it. As for the talent, I’m sure 
there are many, many people who are 
able to make their talents work for 
them in the job market, like mathema¬ 
ticians,” they say. 

While many people mistakenly 
believe making dulcimers is great fun, 
Bill and Lora note that after the first 
couple of thousand, some of the 
romance is gone. Still, it is more than 
just a job, and they are fortunate in 
that respect. 

If your power goes off, we offer these 
suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service entrance panels. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main 
breaker just beneath the meter. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check all wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears all right, retrip the breaker to the “ON” 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other 
emergency, please phone 618-273-2611 from 
Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call the 
home of your area serviceman listed on the map 
at left and report power failures and emergencies 
only. 

5. If your serviceman’s home phone number 
does not answer or is busy, please call 618-273- 
2611. This number is monitored around the clock 
to accept your emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the 
name and location number as listed on your 
billing envelope and other information requested. 
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Eldorado, III. 

General Manager’s Comments 
Walter V. Truitt, Jr. 

Many members of Southeastern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative followed with a great 
deal of interest a recent five-part series in the 
Evansville Courier. The series took a close 
look at Big Rivers Electric Corp. located at 
Henderson, Kentucky, where the Rural Elec¬ 
trification Administration is seeking to fore¬ 
close on $1.1 billion in loans. The Courier 
also examined problems of Wabash Valley 
Electric Cooperative in Indiana, where the 
aftermath of the cancelled Marble Hill nuclear 
plant has caused Wabash to seek protection of 
the federal bankruptcy laws, and Soyland Power 
Cooperative in Illinois, where the nuclear Clinton 
Power Station is causing member concern over 
higher rates. 

We are saddened by the implications of 
the articles, particularly the reports on Big 
Rivers, that questioned the motives of coop¬ 
erative leaders and their decision to invest 
in new generating plant capacity. We are confi¬ 
dent that at the time each generation and trans¬ 
mission cooperative made its decision to invest, 
the decisions were sound, based on the informa¬ 
tion available at the time. After all, the entire 
nation was concerned about potential shortages 
of electricity in the mid-1970s as we were 
recovering from the shock of the oil embargo. 

The Courier series should remind all of us 
in Southern Illinois of how correct the deci¬ 
sions of our cooperative leaders were in the 
same period. That was when Southern Illi¬ 
nois Power Cooperative was constructing Unit 4 
at the Lake of Egypt, to bring total generating 
capacity up to 272 megawatts. When the coal- 
fired unit went on line in 1978 SIPC responded 
to changing economic conditions and put a hold 
on any new plans for additional capacity. 

SIPC has more than ample generating capacity 
to meet the present needs of our three distribu¬ 
tion cooperatives. We have excellent nearby fuel 
supplies, efficient plant operations and rates that 
are among the lowest in the state of Illinois. We 
know our sister cooperatives in Illinois are 
experiencing higher rates because of their partici¬ 
pation in the nuclear Clinton project but there 
is every indication that the project will be 
completed and on line within the next year. 
We don’t pretend to know the outcome of 
the problems in Kentucky where a depressed 
aluminum industry has caused the new coal- 
fired unit to be totally surplus. Or, in Indi¬ 
ana where the cancelled plant has saddled coop¬ 
erative members with a large debt and nothing to 
show for it. 

Today SIPC stands as a symbol of all that 
is right with the rural electrification program 
and the loan programs of the Rural Electri¬ 
fication Administration. Before Marble Hill 
and Big Rivers, the REA had experienced about 
$44,000 in loan losses on the more than $18.6 
billion in loans and $33.7 billion in loan guaran¬ 
tees outstanding to rural electric systems at the 
end of Fiscal Year 1985. We sincerely hope our 

cooperative friends in Kentucky and Indiana will 
find a way out of their serious problems that will 
not damage the credibility of the rural electrifica- 

tioa program. 
In the meantime, our members can be assured 

that the problems being across the river to the 
South or East are not being shared here in 
Southern Illinois. SIPC is doing what it was 
intended to do . . . providing adequate, reliable 
electric supplies to its distribution member-coop¬ 
eratives at some of the most economical rates in 
Illinois. 
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The marina basin will be we!I-protected 
to the basin is at left in this photo. 

Preparations to build a marina — 
and perhaps a resort and restaurant 
compkx — at Golconda are nearing 
completion, and a member of SEIEC’s 
board of directors is in the thick of 
things, working to make the project a 
reality. 

Gary Hise of Golconda, who was 
elected to the board at the coopera¬ 
tive’s 1985 annual meeting, is also a 
member of the Lusk Creek Conser¬ 
vancy District board. Along with many 
other individuals and organizations, 
Gary and the conservancy district are 
working hard to make the complex 
take shape. 

The possibility of a marina had 
been discussed for many years, Gary 
notes, but really made no sense until 
the Smithland Dam was built. “The 
low dams we had before really didn’t 
slow down the current,” he says, “so 
the river was fairly fast, awfully 
muddy and rose and fell often. Now, 
we have a 75-mile-long body of water 
- the Smithland Pool - that has virtu¬ 
ally no current, and the silt has had a 
chance to settle out, leaving nice, clear 
water. 

“It’s more like a long, skinny lake, 
and the fishing and boating are much 
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better than they used to be,” he says. 
The construction of the new dam 

also raised the water level by some 
12-15 feet, and flooded many of the 
wooded, brambled creeks that feed 
into the Ohio River, thus opening up 
an enormous area of prime new fishing 
waters. This has proven to be a boon 
to those fishermen who hold only an 
Illinois fishing license, since the Ohio 
River is owned by Kentucky, and 
people fishing in the river need a 
Kentucky license. 

Conservation people note that 

there are plenty of fish in the new 
lake. When the fish in the somewhat 
restricted area of a moving river 
suddenly found themselves in what 
amounts to a large, clear lake, they 
promptly populated it, so there are 
more fish than ever in the river and its 
tributaries. 

As word has gotten out about the 
fishing in the area, more and more 
people have put their boats in the 
water to try their luck. So many, in 
fact, that a marina, just a dream a few 
years ago suddenly became a real 
necessity. 

Even with a marina in the making, 
the conservancy district recognized the 

from the wakes generated by barge strings such as the one pictured here. The inlet 

need for some improvements in the 
Golconda area to make things easier 
for people wanting to launch their 
boats or take on passengers. 

“We cleaned up the area,” Gary 
says, “and improved the road down to 

New dire 

Gary, left, indicates to Walter Truitt, mana\ 
of SEI EC, where the marina will be. 
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the launch ramp, and installed good 
lighting, too. Probably one of the best 
steps we took was to build a small 
floating dock so people could come in 
and pick up riders without worrying 
about getting their boats all skinned 
up. People used to be a little reluctant 
to use nice boats, but there’s no prob¬ 
lem now. 

“The marina will initially have 70- 
100 slips,” he adds, “but there’ll be 
room in the basin for 200, and we 
hope additional ones will be built as 
time goes by.” 

The marina site is in a “good news/ 
bad news” area, he notes, and the 
good news is that the basin is largely 
in place, being a huge borrow pit that 
was excavated to provide dirt to build 
a levee to protect the town after the 
monster flood of 1937. The bad news 
is that most of the area nearby is 
either tall bluff or federal property, 
which makes it very difficult to find a 
suitable place to build a lodge or 
restaurant. “The federal government 
can’t get into a money-making situa¬ 
tion,” Gary explains, “and it can’t 
sell land, either, even though it can 
trade and pay difference if necessary. 
There’s a ridge above the marina that 
would be a good place for a lodge, and 
we hope something can be worked 
out. At present, there’s a campground 
close to the marina site.” 

As things stand now, the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers will build the 
marina site, the access road to it and a 
three-lane boat launch ramp into the 
basin. It will then lease the facility to 
the State of Illinois, which will build 
a floating dock and install gas pumps, 
then sublease the facility to a private 
concession. 

At present, there are only five pub¬ 
lic launching ramps on the Illinois side 
of the pool, including the present one 
at Golconda. The other four are at 
Elizabethtown, Cave In Rock and 

Shawneetown, and a gravel road that 
disappears into the river is used by 
intrepid souls with small boats, four- 
wheel drive vehicles and intestinal 
fortitude. 

While more and more fishermen are 
discovering the Smithland Pool, access 
is limited and local lodging is scarce. 
But work is going on to change that 
situation and by this time next year, 
there should be a full-fledged 100-slip 
marina at Golconda, and with a draw 
like that, food and lodging places can’t 
be far behind. 

deep into marina project 

Ray Harbison, SE/EC member service manager, left, Walter Truitt and Hise look 
out toward the river from the marina access road. 

Director profile: Gary Hise 
Gary Hise of Golconda is a new SEIEC 
director, having been elected at the 1985 
annual meeting. Gary an his wife, Ellen, 
farm "on a limited basis" near Golconda, 
producing corn and hay and renting out 
some land. Ellen teaches school. They have 
two daughters, both at home. Allison is 16, 
Hillary 14. A Viet Nam veteran, Gary is a 
lifelong Pope County resident, having lived 
in Robb until his marriage. A graduate of 
Southern Illinois University, he has a B.S. 
Degree in agronomy and serves as a director 
of the First National Bank of Golconda. An 
avid hunter and fisherman, he goes after 
Southern Illinois deer every year, with both 
gun and bow, and enjoys fishing. The Hises 
attend the Methodist Church in Golconda. 
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staff changes announced Leeke retires, 
Don Allen joined the staff of South¬ 

eastern Illinois Electric Cooperative in 
Eldorado as operations planner in May 
1985. A graduate of Indiana State 
University with a bachelor of science 
degree in business management, Don 
was previously employed as vice presi¬ 
dent and estimator for DONCO Elec¬ 
tric in Eldorado, and as an industrial 
engineer with General Tire. He resides 
at Norris City with wife, Dinah, and 
sons Daniel, age 6, and David, 5. Don 
enjoys all sports and hopes one day to 
be a spectator when his sons follow in 
his footsteps as members of the Norris 
City Cardinals basketball team. 

George Leeke, maintenance super¬ 
intendent at Southeastern Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative, has announced his 
plans to retire effective February 
1986. He began his employment with 
the Cooperative in November 1949 as 

Don Alien 

a mechanic and later was promoted to 
his present position in January 1979. 

Southeastern’s general manager, 
Walter Truitt, has announced that, 
upon the retirement of George Leeke, 
Robert “Bob” Kielhorn will be assum¬ 
ing the duties and position of mainte¬ 
nance superintendent. Bob joined the 
Cooperative in 1976 as an engineer 
and later held the position of dis¬ 
patcher. Prior to coming to work at 
the Cooperative, he was owner and 
operator of the Athletic House in 
Harrisburg, and general supervisor of 
production for the Ford Motor Com¬ 
pany in Chicago Heights. Bob resides 
south of Harrisburg and is the father 
of a son, Dustin, age 6Vi, and a daugh¬ 
ter, Devin, IVz. Bob’s leisure time is 
spent hunting and fishing. His son, 
Dustin, has been accompanying him to 
the fishing hole this past year. 

Bob Kielhorn 

Glendell Butterworth has been 
named the Rosiclare area utility ser¬ 
viceman, following the unexpected 
death of long-time employee, Marvin 
“Dutch” Walker. Glendell has been 
employed at Southeastern since April 
1959 and, prior to assuming the ser¬ 
viceman duties, he was a journeyman 
lineman with the maintenance crew at 
Golconda. Glendell and his wife, 
Donna, presently reside in Golconda, 
where Donna is employed at the Pope 
County Elementary School office. 
Glendell is a deacon of the Golconda 
First Baptist Church and is active in 
other church offices and roles. The 
Butterworths’ only child, a daughter, 
Susan, will be married on November 
30, 1985, at the First Baptist Church 
in Golconda. Glendell enjoys hunting, 
woodworking, and making knives. 

Glendell Butterworth 

If your power goes off, we offer these 
suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your 
sen ice entrance panels. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main 
breaker just beneath the meter. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check all wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears all right, retrip the breaker to the “ON” 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other 
emergency, please phone 618-27 3-2611 from 
Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call the 
home of your area serviceman listed on the map 
at left and report power failures and emergencies 
only. 

5. If your serviceman’s home phone number 
does not answer or is busy, please call 618-273- 
2611. This number is monitored around the clock 
to accept your emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the 
name and location number as listed on your 
billing envelope and other information requested. 
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By this time, you have your Christmas 
tree. Whether you drove to the corner lot 
where the local church has been selling them 
for years or went to your grandfather’s 
homeplace with axe in hand, you’re follow¬ 
ing a tradition. Whether you ascended the 
attic steps to bring down the aluminum tree 
you bought when you were first married, or 
you dig up a live one, roots and all, to be 
planted in the “1985” spot in line with nine 
others, you’re following a tradition. 

Once it’s standing in your den (bent over 
at the top because they always look shorter 
outside), the first thing that must be done is 
to make this plain tree into a Christmas tree. 
The family gathers around to string electric 
lights around its limbs. Mother wants them 
closer to the trunk; brother just wants to lob 
them around the outside because it’s quicker 
and doesn’t prick his arms so much. At any 
rate, by then it’s really looking the part. 

As traditions go, the lights are relatively 
new. The ritual of decorating a tree at the 
holidays dates back to the early 1500s, but 
electric lights? What a luxury! As little as 
50 years ago, homes were lucky to have 
stoves and reading lights, much less frivolous 
items such as electric decorations. 

In the close of our 50th anniversary year 
— the years that Roosevelt signed the Rural 
Electrification Act establishing solid footing 
so cooperatives could take electricity even to 
the most remote country areas — think 
about all the uses of electricity that make 
your holidays, Y—O—U—R holidays. 

You put the turkey and dressing in the 
oven on “time bake” while you go to church 

or relax watching all the Christmas morning 
unwrapping. A stereo fills the background 
with cheery carols. A refrigerator silently 
keeps your cranberry sauce and pumpkin pie 
cool until it’s time to eat. Your morning hot 
chocolate only took a few minutes to make, 
didn’t it? 

What if you had to chop and carry wood, 
start a fire, wait til it got hot enough, kill a 
turkey and dress it, wait for the water to 
boil for hot tea (you’ve been awake and cold 
a long time already), keep the fire hot 
enough to cook the turkey, make the pie 
and six vegetables and then sit down — legs 
sprawled out in front of you — in time to be 
dragged to the piano to play a few carols. 
The trick by this time is still to be in the 
Christmas spirit. 

As you can see, the cost of maintaining 
an electric home is a real bargain when you 
put it in terms of hours of labor saved. I 
hope that this season is a joyous and relaxing 
one for you and your family. 
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Harrisburg woman 
is basket case 

SEIEC employee Linda Reed is a 
basket case and she’s happy about it. 
Linda, who lives in Harrisburg with her 
son, David, set out to find a hobby 
about six months ago. A neighbor, 
Beth Chase, a pumper in a nearby coal 
mine, makes baskets as a hobby and 
Linda asked her for lessons. 

“There were two of us who wanted 
to learn,” Linda says, “and we offered 
to pay Beth to teach us. She taught us 
for free, just charging for the materials 
we used. We still go to her for advice 
once in a while when we get halfway 
into a project, get stuck and can’t 
figure out what to do next.” 

Her first basket, which she still 
treasures, was an eight-inch egg basket, 
so named because farmers’ wives and 
children used baskets of a similar 
pattern many years ago to gather eggs. 

After making some 50 more bas¬ 

kets, Linda finds that she needs help 
and advice less and less frequently, and 
her offerings sell fairly well at craft 
fairs in diverse areas. 

“I’ve taken baskets to three craft 
shows,” she says. “One was in Peoria, 
another at the Saline County Museum 
and another at Southeastern Illinois 
College. I’m just now getting a really 
good selection together, and I’ll be 
going to more shows in the future.” 

Linda crafts her baskets together 
from thin strips of white oak, which 
she buys in bundles. “There are places 
where you can go to cut it into strips 
yourself if you’re really craft- 
oriented,” Linda laughs, “but it’s 
time-consuming and a lot of trouble, 
and the price isn’t all that much better 
either, so I just buy it ready to use.” 

The material as it comes isn’t 
exactly ready to use, she notes, in that 

it is a very pale white. She dyes most 
of the material to add some color. “I 
just use Rit dye and soak the reeds in 
the hot solution until I get the color I 
want, then take it out. I weave a blue 
trim pattern into a lot of my baskets 
because it has a country look that sells 
well now,” she says. 

She works at her kitchen table, 
deftly plaiting the thin, wet strips onto 
various hoops to make vessels of dif¬ 
ferent shapes and sizes. 

“I work in my kitchen,” she 
explains, “because it’s the only place 
in the apartment that isn’t carpeted. 
When you soak the reeds and work 
them, you have to flip them around a 
lot, and droplets fly everywhere. 
There’s a yellowish tint, even to the 
undyed reeds, and it’ll stain carpets 
if you’re not careful.” 

She figures it takes her about 10 
hours to make a nice basket with a 
little trim, and a little more for a fancy 
one. “I keep careful track of the time 
so I’ll know how to price them,” she 
adds. 

Linda’s making a storage basket for 
her own use, and it’ll be 25 inches in 
diameter and 32 inches tall when she’s 
finished with it. She’s not keeping 

Top left, a detail of a basket. Above, a 
well-decorated basket tree adorns 
Linda's living room. 
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track of the time as carefully since the 
basket’s for home use, but she’s tied 
up some six or seven hours in it so far 
and is only a fourth of the way up the 
sides. “I’ll probably have 20 hours in 
it by the time I’m done with it,” she 
says. It’s a copy of a basket a friend 
made, and, unlike most of her baskets, 
is not being made from a pattern. 

She made a 20 inch traditional egg 
basket that took 14 hours and 10 min¬ 
utes, and that’s more than most. 

“You can buy patterns,” she notes, 
“and each has a different name. You 
can make baskets of about any size 
from them. I have one that I make 
from a ‘Suzy’ pattern, only I make it 
bigger and call it a ‘Special Suzy.’ I put 
the name on it — on a little tag — 
when I take the basket to a show.” 

The revival of an old custom — car- 
rying picnic lunches in baskets — has 
brought about somewhat of an 
increase in the demand for medium¬ 
sized baskets, Linda says, and she’s 
working to fill that need, as well as a 
need for smaller decorative pieces. 

And we’ll bet that before long, peo¬ 
ple will be coming to her, asking for 
help in getting started. 

At left is a small selection of Linda's baskets, many of them with patterns woven 
in dyed reeds. Above, she does some fine tying on an egg basket. 

Linda at her kitchen table, where she does most of her work. 



Be prepared for winter outage 
There are any number of people 

discussing the weather, and nobody 
can seem to agree on what kind of 
winter to expect. The geese seem to 
have gone south a little early and some 
say that’s a sign of a hard winter. 
Others say just a long one. Some have 
looked at the wooly worms and 
declared that it’ll be either a mild 
winter or a rough one. No matter — 
very few of us are looking forward to 
cold weather and slick roads. 

Whatever the near future holds, we 
at SEIEC are hoping for the best 
and preparing for the worst. We 
have nearly 3,100 miles of line taking 
electricity to more than 17,000 mem¬ 
bers in all or parts of eight counties, 
and we have the system in as good a 
shape as we can have it. 

Even' so, there are situations — 
usually during severe blizzards — when 
we may be faced with a fairly severe 
outage that may last for some time. 

While we do our best to keep the 
electricity going out, there have been 
times in the past when we have had 
some prolonged outages, and many 
roads have been drifted shut. 

Most outages seem to happen dur¬ 

ing times of high winds, blowing snow 
and very cold temperatures, and fam¬ 
ilies without some form of backup for 
heating and food preparation may well 
find themselves in a very uncomfort¬ 
able situation. We urge you to be 
prepared, just in case, and think about 
what you might do in case of an emer¬ 
gency. 

To keep warm, you should wrap up 
in your warmest clothes, using several 
layers of clothing rather than one or 
two bulky garments. 

Keep your refrigerator and freezer 
closed, and if the outage lasts until the 
food starts to thaw, put the food out¬ 
side in a shady place, if the tempera¬ 
ture is low enough. Be sure it’s pro¬ 
tected from birds and animals. 

In extreme cold, fill every con¬ 
tainer with drimdng water and drain 
the pipes in your house to prevent 
freezup. Try to keep a supply of fuel 
on hand for cooking on your fireplace, 
grill or camp stove. Be careful when 
cooking to avoid a buildup of danger¬ 
ous fumes. 

You may want to keep some canned 
goods with a long shelf life on hand to 
eat during an emergency. Soup, chili 

and stews are simple to prepare, pro¬ 
vide warmth and nourishment and do 
not require a lot of fuel to prepare. 

In extreme cold temperatures, you 
may want to group together in one 
room, sealed off from the rest of the 
house. If you have a fireplace or wood 
stove, the room it’s in probably should 
be your headquarters during an out¬ 
age. Layers of blankets or quilts will 
provide warmth at bedtime, but warm, 
down-filled sleeping bags are best if 
you have them. Your room should also 
have a handy supply of flashlights and 
batteries. 

Remember to call us occasionally, 
too. We need to know if you have elec¬ 
tricity yet, but please keep in mind 
that dozens — maybe even hundreds — 
of other people are trying to call, and 
our lines may be busy. Keep trying — 
we’ll answer as soon as we can. We do 
not take the phone off the hook dur¬ 
ing outages. We need to know! 

While we encourage you to make 
some basic preparations, we hope you 
won’t need to take advantage of them, 
but it’s better to be safe than sorry. 
Again, happy holidays! 

If your power goes off, we offer these 
suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service entrance panels. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main 
breaker just beneath the meter. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check all wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears all right, retrip the breaker to the “ON” 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other 
emergency, please phone 618-273-2611 from 
Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call the 
home of your area serviceman listed on the map 
at left and report power failures and emergencies 
only. 

5. If your serviceman's home phone number 
does not answer or is busy, please call 618-273- 
2611. This number is monitored around the clock 
to accept your emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the 
name and location number as listed on your 
billing envelope and other information requested. 
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