
be sure it does 
Software: its intended job 
Finding the best software at the fair¬ 

est price is not an easy task even 
for veteran computer owners. A wrong 
choice can mean getting stuck with an 
expensive but worthless program. 

There is no simple solution to this 
dilemma. But, at the minimum, a 
computer owner should have some 
hands-on experience before making a 
software purchase, says Linda Baskin, 
University of Illinois Extension com¬ 
puter specialist. 

“The best way to evaluate a piece 
of software is to look at it and try it,” 
she explains. “Before making a pur¬ 
chase, the buyer should know first¬ 
hand how easily a particular program 
carries out the task it is intended to 
be used for.” 

Even trying a program out at a 
store may not be entirely satisfactory 
because of limitations on the amount 
of time available for testing. 

“In addition to spending time on 
the computer,” she says, “it is also a 
good idea to get the opinions of 
people who have used the software 
over a period of time. Their advice can 

give you another perspective on what 
features are important for daily use.” 

Computer programs, known as soft¬ 
ware, may run an additional $2,000- 
$3,000. In addition, the owner needs 
several free hours a week to make 
adequate use of the system. 

“If that’s too much, either in terms 
of time or money,” she emphasizes, 
“then perhaps you’d do well not to 

buy a computer. Certainly not every 
farm or farmer needs such a system.” 

On the other hand, if a farm opera¬ 
tor thinks that computers are part of 
the future and wants to get in on it 
now, he should consider buying a 
minimum business system and some 
electronic spreadsheet software. 

Such spreadsheets provide the 
greatest immediate return because 
they are not difficult to learn and can 
be used to answer many of the what-if 
questions that typically arise in plan¬ 
ning farm operations. 

“That is probably in general the 
lowest cost and highest payoff 
approach,” Steve Sonka says. “Cer¬ 
tainly no one should worry that they 
lack the skills to become proficient 
with computers. What’s important is 
defining a specific use and spending 
the time to become familiar with the 
system’s capacilities. 

40 YARDS LACE $1.75 
LACE — LACE — LACE ... 40 yards of Lacs 
in delightful patterns. Edgings, insertions, etc. Assorted beautiful 
desions. colors and widths. Pieces at least to yards in tength-none 
smaller. Marvelous tor dresses, pillow cases, etc. Terrific as hem 
facing. Only $1.75 or double orders $3.35. 3 orders just $4.95 
Pis. include 50c pstg and hdlng with EACH set of 40 yards you 
buy. Satisfaction guaranteed! FREE with lace 50 «UTT0NS! 
50 New, High Quality Buttons. Assorted colors, sizes and shapes 
Sent FREE with each lace order. Please allow up lo 6 weeks lor 
delivery. 

Lace Lady, 1602 Locust St, Dept BL-344 
St Louis, Mo. 63103 

All-in-Ear Aid - Save $200+ 
Improve your hearing! Name brand 
aid helps you understand words you 
miss. If you hear but don’t understand, 
this aid amplifies the sounds you need. 
Enjoy comfortable, attractive aid in your 
own home. FREE 30-day home trial. 
We promise no salesmen! Write today 
for free catalog! J&M, Dept. 109-V, 
329 N. Third St., DeKalb, IL 60115 

FREE CATALOG 
32 page 1985 Spring Catalog 

Over 250 varieties of Shade and 
Flowering Trees, Flowering Shrubs, 

Fruit Trees - Standard, Dwarf and A i-ruii i rees - axanoara, uwan ana A 
\ Semi-Dwarf, Berry Plants, Nut Trees, \ 
^ Evergreens, Vines, Wild Flowers and ^ 
f Perennials. Special Bonus Offers and ▼ 
f Coupons. Nursery stock available to you f 
^ at low grower prices. Over 35 years of ^ j reliable customer service. Don't delay - ^ ) WRITE FOR YOUR FREE CATALOG TODAY! ) 
^ Vernon Barnes &- Son Nursery ^ 

P.O. Box 250-1, McMinnville, TN 37110 

FREE 
NURSERY CATALOGUE 

WRITE TODAY! 
Our full color 24 page cata¬ 
logue offers Flowering Shrubs, 
Shade and Flowering Trees, 
Fruit and Nut Trees, Berry 

Plants, Evergreens, Vines and Perennials at 
prices so low it is almost unbelievable. Over 250 
varieties of plants to choose from. 

SAVAGE FARM NURSERY 
BOX 125-IL 

MCMINNVILLE, TN 37110 

Here's humor when 
America was COUNTRY. 
Here's 250 years of our greatest, funniest 
American humor wrapped in 420 pages of 
sheer fun, from Ben Franklin & Davy Crock¬ 
ett to Mark Twain. A full chapter of Abra¬ 
ham Lincoln's marvelous jokes & stories. 
Another chapter of Jokes going way back & 
funnier today than ever. Another chapter of 
Tall Tales & Whoppers, a country specialty 
thatll have you falling out of your chair laugh¬ 
ing. Order now. You'll cherish it for years. 
□ Send me copies of Rib-Ticklers (soft- 
bound) at $8.95 each. 
□ Send me copies of Rib-Ticklers (long¬ 
life deluxe hardbound) at $15.95 each. 

Add $1.50 postage and handling for the first 
book, 50‘ each additional book. 
□My check for $ enclosed. 

Charge my □ Visa □ Mastercharge or call 
toll free 1-800-332-7100 (charges only). 
Card No.   

Exp. Date 
Make check payable to: Lincoln-Herndon 
Press, Inc., No.l West Old State Capitol, 
Springfield, Illinois 62701. 
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\ Winchester x 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC CO 

217-742-3128 

High school 
sophomores 
and juniors 

High Line News 
ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC CO. WINCHESTER, ILLINOIS 

Win a free one-week 
A trip to Washington 

TRIP INCLUDES 

★ Lodging at beautiful Marriott Hotel 
★ Visit Mount Vernon, home of George Washington 

* Tour Gettysburg battlefield 
■k Visit Arlington National Cemetery and 

the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier 
* Evening riverboat cruise and 

party on the Potomac River 
1984 Washington 

tour winners 
Bret Clostermery (left) of Route 1, GriggsviHe 
and Brad Wilson (center) of Route 1, Murray- 
ville, with Robert W. Patton, tour director. 

Complete insurance coverage 
★ Dance for students 

from 27 states 
★ Visit the White House 

Guided tours of historic monuments 
Washington Monument 
Smithsonian Institution 
FBI Building 
Jefferson Memorial 
Lincoln Memorial and more 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS 



Hardin 

(Mailing Address) 

(Phone Number) 

(High School) 

Who may enter 
Any high school 

sophomore or junior 
living in a residence 
served by Illinois Rural J 
Electric Co. Members of 
an immediate family of 
any board member or em¬ 
ployee of a rural electric 
cooperative are not eligible. 

Rules of the contest 
Each student will be required to write an essay (in their 

own words) on “Electric Cooperatives: 50 years of Service 
to Rural America” and submit it to Illinois Rural Electric 
Co., 2-12 South Main Street, Winchester, Illinois 62694, on 
or before March 15. Essays are to be typewritten on 8V2 by 
11 inch paper, one side only, double spaced and not exceed 
1,000 words. Washington, D.C., trip winners will be 
required to attend Illinois Rural Electric Co.’s annual meet¬ 
ing and give a brief presentation about their Springfield and 
Washington trips. Resource material will be mailed to you 
upon receipt of entry coupon or may be picked up at 
Illinois Rural Electric Co.’s Member Service Department in 
Winchester. 

One student from each side of the Illinois River will be 

awarded an all-expense-paid, seven-day trip to Washington, 
D. C, June 7-14, 1985. 

Clip and Mail to: 
Illinois Rural Electric Co. 
2-12 South Main 
Winchester, Illinois 62694 
Attn: George R. Lindsey 

Date 

I wish to enter the “Youth to Washington” essay 
contest. 

(Name of Applicant) 

(Name of Parents) 

□ Sophomore □ Junior 

(Class/Year). 

In addition 
Ten semi-finalists from each side of the Illinois River will 

receive a free trip to their state capital in Springfield, which 
includes: 
• Get-acquainted session at the Springfield Hilton with 

other students from cooperatives throughout the state 

• Tour of Springfield’s historic sites including the Gover¬ 
nor’s Mansion, Lincoln’s Home, State Capitol Building, 
Illinois State Museum and the Old State Capitol 

• Enjoy a dinner night with Senators and Representatives 
and other elected officials on Wednesday, April 24 

January 1985 

Semifinalists during Springfield trip 

• Chaperones and all arrangements of the day are to be 
taken care of by Illinois Rural Electric Co. Transporta¬ 
tion will be provided from Illinois Rural Electric Co.’s 
office in Winchester. 
Use the coupon above to enter. 



Agriculture 
(Continued from page 6) 
barriers. He said the U.S. should 
concentrate on expanding exports to 
the developing countries, and tailoring 
agriculture products to specific over¬ 
seas markets. 

Those are the kinds of issues that 
will be addressed at length in the 
coming year after the Administration 
sends its 1985 Farm Bill to Congress. 

Meanwhile, U.S. farmers are about 
to take another plunge on the farm 
income roller coaster. During three 

years farm income was cut in half, 
bottoming out at $16 billion in 1983. 
In 1984 income swelled to an esti¬ 
mated $31 billion, a figure inflated by 
the payment-in-kind program to 
reduce farm surpluses. That one- 
year program kept production 
expenses down by paying farmers in 
crops to keep land idle. The expected 
dropoff in such government payments 
this year is the major reason farm 

income is forecast to fall back to 
about $21 billion. 

The Reagan Administration hopes 
that expanded exports could bring 
relief to farmers. But Rudolph Penner, 
director of the Congressional Budget 
Office, said at the Outlook Conference 
that the deficit, which is expected to 
top $200 billion this year, skews the 
economy against exporting industries. 

A few years ago, economists 
generally agreed that heavy borrowing 
by the federal government would 
“crowd out” other investors from the 
marketplace, making credit scarce and 
expensive. But European investors 
shifted their money to take advantage 
of high U.S. interest rates, making 
more money available for lending 
in this country. 

“None of us anticipated that 
foreign investors would be so willing 
to finance our deficit,” said Penner. 
Those foreign funds have kept infla¬ 
tion and interest rates down, but have 

also raised the value of the dollar, 
making U.S. products more expensive 

to other countries. 
“We’re better off,” said Penner, 

“But I’m not sure I’d like to try to 
convince a farmer or a steelworker of 
that.” 

Agricultural exports have declined 
every year since 1980, with the U.S. 
share of the world crop surplus 
increasing, reaching nearly 60 percent. 
The amount of U.S. farm exports is 
expected to increase about 4 percent 
this year, largely as a result of a bad 
crop in the Soviet Union. Crop prices 
are expected to drop, however, making 
the total value of U.S. export about 4 
percent less than last year. 

Food prices are expected to rise at 
about the same rate as 1984, when 
they matched the inflation rate of 
about 4 percent. But that won’t help 
farmers as virtually all of that increase 
will pay for higher marketing costs. 

—Rural Electric News Service 

LIFETIME TANK COATINQS 
Stop all leaks in steel and con¬ 
crete — Prevent rust forever. 
Roof coatings for tar paper, 
composition shingles, and metal 
buildings. Anyone can apply all 
coatings. Fix it once and forget 
it. This is our 35th year. Let us 
send you complete information. 

VIRDEN PERMA-BILT CO. 
Box 7160IN Ph.806-352-2761 

2821 Mays St. 
Amarillo, Texas 79114-7160 

MAGNIFYING GLASSES 

A Blessing For Folks Over 40 
Easily read your phone book, Bible, 
ads or labels! 30 day home trial. Not 
for astigmatism or eye disease. U.S. 
made impact resistant lenses. State 
age/sex. Only $9.98 + 754 handling. 
Precision Optical, Dept. 1091, Rochelle, ILL. 61068 

40 BRAND NEW 

TOWELS'I7-*! 
UNWOVEN COHON OR RAYON - Assorted beautltul Pastel Cotors. 

BRAND NEW — NOT Seconds - 40 Towels tor $1.75 or 80 tor only 

$3.35 120 just $4 95 Super Quality Pis. include 50t extra tor pstg 
and tiding with EACH set ot 40 Towels you buy. We know Towels — 
we've sold 70.000.000 already fund Raisers write tor quantity 

prices Money-Back Guarantee No C O 0's. Pis allow up to 6 wks. 
for delivery 

40 Towel Co. Dept. C-939 
1602 Locust St. St. Louis, M0 63103 

I 
I 

Satellite TV 4^ 
■^This total package will receive TV signals directly from the 

* satellites. It is ready for TV hookup with all TV cables included 

DISH ANTENNA Sj 
DOWNCONVERTER 
RECEIVER l ■397 
New Multichannel MDS complete TOTAL PKG 
receiving ayatem ready for TV hookup. 

*250 DOWN! PAV
1
M7*TS 

The featuring ot any systems in this ad is for the sole 
purpose of highlighting and illustrating the latest technology 
in our best selling BOOK. We present the Multichannel MDS 
system and describe TVRO compatible services. 

“WE HAVE IT ALL" - OVER 100 CHANNELS 
LNA’s . ANTENNAS • RECEIVERS • SOURCES 

Satellite TV Inc. 
P. O. Box 3108, Dept. IL-1 , Delray Beach, FL 
33447. Send for REFERENCE BOOK, $11.95 plus 
$2.95 shipping & insurance (U.S. funds) or call our 
24-hour C.O.D. Order Line (305) 276-2941. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

EXTRA EARIX WAYAHEAD TOMATO 
A Jung development, produces 
compact plants that require 
little space. Can be sown 
directly in your garden- 
no transplanting. Has pro¬ 
duced ripe fruit as early 
as 70 days after sowing. 

Special Offer! 
A trial packet of this early 
seed, plus a packet of our Super 
Giant Zinnias that bloom from early 

summer ’til frost... BOTH FOR 
ONLY 104.. .SEND TODAY! 

Free Catalog 
Our full-color Catalog is 

filled with the best in 
vegetables, flowers, 

shrubs, fruit and shade 
trees for home and garden. 

J.W. JUNG SEED CO. 
Box D-143, Randolph, Wl 53957 

QUALITY PRODUCTS AT REASONABLE PRICES SINCE 1907 

Dentures 

Total Cost For Both 
Upper & Lowor Dentures 

Please call for 
an appointment or 

WRITE FOR FREE DETAILS 

Frederick C. Lauer DD8 
Mid-America 

Denture Clinic 

Hayward Drive Ft. 3, box 19C 
Mt. Vernon, Mo. 65712 

(417) 466-71% 
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JUST ONE HAND! 
A completely NEW concept in gardening machines! 

The amazing 2-in-1 TROY-BILT® Roto Tiller is not 

only a wonderfully better roto tiller, it’s also a 

wonderful compost shredder-chopper! It turns your 

whole garden, however large or small, into a 

fabulously fertile “compost pile”! So easy to handle, 

even for ladies and older folks. You guide it with 

JUST ONE HAND! For complete details, prices, 

“OFF-SEASON” SAVINGS, send coupon below for 

free booklet. TROY-BILT® Roto Tiller-Power 

Composters, 102nd St. & 9th Ave., Troy, New 

York 12180. © 1985 Garden Way Inc. 

TROY-BILT® Roto Tiller-Power Composters 
Dept. A2391 

102nd St. & 9th Ave., Troy, N.Y. 12180 

Please send me the whole wonderful story of TROY-BIL'n’ Roto 

Tillers including prices and "OFF-SEASON” SAVINGS now in effect 

for a limited time. 

(Please Print Clearly) 

Name   

Address    

City State Zip. 

RENTERS WEEPERS 
BUILDERS KEEPERS! 

THE MADISON 

YOU DOflTT HAVE TO RENT AOT 
MORE. We can show you how you can live 
twice as well —right now —in your own 
pre-cut custom built home! 
With our LOW FIXED MORTGAGE RATE 
OF 11.4% ANNUAL PERCENTAGE RATE 
FINANCING AND A DOWN PAYMENT 
FOR ONIY $$500, President Homes will 
rough-erect your home on your lot and 
foundation. You do the easy finishing work 
and save thousands of dollars. 

• All finishing materials per plan are 
included, delivered to your site. 

There are no hidden costs, 
closing costs or prepayment 
penalties. We can build from 
our plans or your plan. 
You don’t have to rent and 
weep —you CAN afford a home 

of your own. Get the details now. Write for our 
FREE color catalog. Fill in the coupon below: 

PRESIDENT HOMES 
r‘ 

4808 N. Lilac Dr, Minneapolis, MN 55429 • (612) 537-3622 

~l 
NAME 

ADDRESS 

riTV ST AT F 71V 

PllONTt ) 
IL-3Q 

11.4% 
FINANCING 

APR FIXED RATE 
MORTGAGE 

I I 
CUSTOM BUILT PRE-CUT HOMES-OUR ONLY BUSINESS SINCE 1952. 

/XXSOTZ 

TO A**' 

/ / # v: 

*13.95 

FARM SHOP HEATER 
$34.98 

«27.47 

55-Gal. 
bottom kit 

factory pick-up 

30-Gal. 
bottom kit K|'ts convert 15 to 55 gal. 

factory pick-up drums (not supplied) into 
high capacity stoves. 

*29.95 
30-55 Cast Iron 

(Not Shown) 

VISA or MASTERCARD RUSH ORDERS 
CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-321-9892 

Inside Ohio 1-216-236-5021 
OR SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER 

Sorry, No C.O.D.’s 

Used 
by U.S. 
Army 

FACTORY DEL. TO 
PICK-UP YOUR DOOR 

MOST EFFICIENT KITS 

PATENTED INTERNAL DRAFT CHANNEL 
Mounted to inside of door on heavy 

steel kits only. 
ORIGINAL 15-30 AND 55 GAL. ONLY 

AIR ENTERING TOP DRAFT CONTROL IS PRE¬ 
HEATED AS IT IS DRAWN DOWN INSIDE OF DOOR. 
AIR IS SUCKED INTO BOTTOM OF HEATER WITH A 
TURBULENT ACTION. MIXING WITH THE WOOD 

GASES. MAKING THESE 2 HEAVY STEEL MODELS 
SPARKPROOF AND TOPS IN EFFICIENCY. LIFE¬ 
TIME HEAVY STEEL TAPERED FORMED. SELF- 
ADJUSTING DOOR AND FRAME SEAL. 

Over 250,000 in Use 

Orig. 15-30 Gal. Bottom 
Orig. 55-Gal. Bottom 
Airtight Cast Iron (30-55 Gal.) 
Top Drum Kit (Fits All) 
Top to Bottom Drum Connector Pipe 
U.S. Government Safety Label 
10”Lg. Deluxe Latch 

(Drums not Included) 

$27.47 $31.47 
34.98 38.99 
29.96 34.96 
13.95 15.95 
3.95 4.95 
Free with Heater 
Free with Heater 

SOTZ GUARANTEE 
Use a Sotz Heavy Steel Internal Draft 
Channel, 2-Drum Stove Kit for one year. 
If you find a more efficient, longer burning, 
higher capacity Woodstove, we will give 
you all your money back -r shipping both 
ways. That's how sure we are Sotz is 
the best! All Kits guaranteed for life against 
cracking, warping and burn-up. 

NEW $16.95 
ECONOMY 

HEATER 

Fits 
15 thru 55-gal. 

Drums 

• SPARK PROOF 
• AIR TIGHT 
• PRICED BELOW 
LEAKY IMPORTS 

• LIFETIME GUARANTEE 
• U.S. GOV. SAFETY 
LABELED 
(Drums not supplied) FACTORY 

PICK-UP 
DEL. TO 

YOUR DOOR 

Economy 15-55 Gal. $16.95 $19.95 

ALL STEEL & CAST IRON STOVES FEATURE: 

•Airtight design and draft control engineered 
to limit the amount of oxygen entering stove 
for controlled, safe, efficient heat. Prevents 

overfiring so drums can't bum up. 
• Use of draft control allows you to heat large or 
small areas. Basement installation heats your 
entire home. Great for your garage, workshop or 
cabin. Top drum squeezes 60% more BTU's from 
heat normally lost up the chimney. Bolts to¬ 
gether quick and easy. 

•Legs bolt to drum in 8 places; strong, stable, 
safe, won’t wobble. 

• lO" long safety door handle. Keeps hands away 
from hot stoves. Adds leverage. 

•Jamb nuts on latch, draft control and hinges 
for precise adjustment. Won’t come loose. 

“NOW” ALSO MADE IN CANADA 
Prices: Call 1-807-222-2323 or write: 

"SOTZ" P.O. Box lOOO Dept. 68 
Ear Falls, Ontario POVITO 

Sotz Inc., 13668-FH Station Rd., Columbia Station, OH 44028 
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Across the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Robert E. Gant 

Meter seal policy 
Your board of directors has initiated a policy calling for 

tighter controls on missing or abused meter seals on mem¬ 
bers’ premises. While the largest percentages of IREC 
members are honest and do not attempt to divert power or 
otherwise avoid paying for the power they use, there are 
those who do tamper with their electric meter. If one 
member steals electricity from the cooperative, all members 

PfF 
At the start of this year, IREC crews began installing 

new meter seals on meters in the service area. When the 
project is completed, every meter will have been resealed. 
There will be a $50 charge for missing or broken meter 
seals. 

Your elected board of directors, who pay the same rates 

as other members, adopted this policy after careful review 
of the costs to your cooperative for diverted power and 
damaged meters. 

No one is authorized to remove a meter seal except 
IREC employees. If you need to make any changes in 

your service you should call, in advance, your serviceman in 
your area or call Illinois Rural Electric Co. in Winchester. 
Phone 217/742-3128 and someone will be sent out to your 
home or farm and remove the meter and return to replace 
your meter and reseal it after your work has been com¬ 
pleted, at no cost to IREC members. 

The new meter seals will have serial numbers, which will 
be recorded at our office. 

The accurate registration of every meter on our system 
is beneficial to all members. Proper registration of all usage 
and payment of all accounts protects each member from 

paying more than his or her fair share. 
Members planning electrical changes will want to make 

certain that proper arrangements are made with Illinois 
Rural Electric Co. to have their meter removed. 

The unauthorized breaking of a meter seal may result in 
an extra $50 on your next month’s electric bill. 

We don’t want to have to make these charges to the 
members, so please cooperate with our policy. 

March 15 is deadline 
for essay contest entry 

There is still time to enter the Illinois Rural Electric Co. 
“Youth to Washington” Essay Contest. March 15 is the 
deadline for essays. Two students — one from each side of 
the Illinois River — will win all-expenses-paid tours to 
Washington, D.C., June 7-14. 

Any high school sophomore or junior living in a resi¬ 
dence served by Illinois Rural Electric Co. is eligible. 
Members or immediate families of board members or 
employees of a rural electric cooperative are not eligible. 

Entrants will be required to write an essay (in their own 
words) on “Electric Cooperatives: 50 Years of Service to 
Rural America” and submit it to IREC, 2-12 South Main 
Street, Winchester, 111. 62694 no later than March 15. 

Essays are to be typewritten on SVi x 11-inch paper, one 
side only, double spaced and should not exceed 1,000 
words. Resource material will be mailed to you or you may 
pick up the material at IREC’s Member Service Department 
in Winchester. In addition to the Washington trip, ten semi¬ 
finalists from each side of the Illinois River will be compet¬ 
ing for one-day trips on April 24 to Springfield for “Illinois 
Rural Youth Day.” Semi-finalists in the contest will join 

more than 100 other Illinois young people for the April 24 
activities. 

Just below is the entry form students should use to enter 
the contest and obtain resource material. 

I    
| Clip and mail to: 

Illinois Rural Electric Co. 
2-12 South Main 
Winchester, Illinois 62694 
Attn: George R. Lindsey Date  

I wish to enter the “Youth to Washington” essay contest. 

(Name of Applicant) Age 

(Name of Parents) 

(Mailing Address) 

(Phone Number) 
[~| Sophomore Q Junior 

(High School) (Class/Year) 
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2122. TYPICAL INSTALLATION OF LIVESTOCK 
WATER WARMER 

2 No. 10 THW Copper Wire 
in 3/4 inch Galvanized or Aluminum Conduit 

Clamp 

Approved 

Type 
Compression 
Connector 

Min. of 18’ Over Drives and Fields 
Min. of 12’ Over Yards 

2 Wire, 1 Fuse, Solid Neutral Rain Tight 
Fuse Box. Use Type S Fustat Not to Exceed 
125% of Amperage Rating of Heater Element. 
Use Grounding Screw in Neutral Bar. 

No. 12 with Ground,UF Underground Cable, 
Protected by W Rigid Conduit, Use Black 
Wire for Hot Conductor, White Wire for Neutral 
& Bare or Green Wire for Ground 

Ground Rod 
& Clamp Bolt Ground Wire 

to Frame 5/8" x 8 

Union 

Elbow Water Pipe 

5/8" x 8' Copperweld 
Ground Rod and Clamp 

LAST YEAR'S WINNERS 
Bret Clostermery (left) of Griggsville and Brad Wilson (center) were the winners 
of the 1984 Illinois Rural Electric Co. Washington tours. Two more area stu¬ 
dents will win trips this June. Interested students should use the entry form on 
the opposite page. At the right is Bob Patton, tour director. 

Stray voltage 
Dairy farmers and livestock pro¬ 

ducers know there are many condi¬ 
tions that can adversely affect the 
behavior and production of their 
animals. 

Dairy cows exhibiting problems 
such as uneven milk letdown, nervous¬ 
ness in the parlor, poor eating or 
drinking habits, increased mastitis or 
reduced milk production likely are 
demonstrating the effects of one or 
more of several causes: herd diet, 
disease, equipment sanitation prob¬ 
lems, rough handling of animals or 
improperly adjusted milking equip¬ 
ment. Other types of livestock may 
have lower-than-normal growth rates, 
high death rates, scours, among other 
problems, that may be caused by diet, 
disease, equipment or handling. 
Another area of concern, one that is 
quite complex, is stray voltage. 

What is stray voltage? It is the term 
used to describe misplaced, low-level 
electrical impulses sometimes found in 
dairy parlors or other livestock facili¬ 
ties. In most instances, this low-level 
voltage (usually between one-half and 
five volts) is too small to be felt by 
humans or animals under most condi¬ 
tions. However, in dairy parlors and 
some swine facilities, there are special 
characteristics which cause stray 
voltage to be a problem. Water, with 
its ability to conduct electricity, is 
present, and animals’ feet have a good 
connection with the earth. Any small 

voltage on equipment such as milking 
stanchions, cattle trainers or watering 
cups will be conducted to ground 
through the animal’s body. This 
will not harm the animal, but it may 
stress it and prevents a dairy cow from 
letting down her milk. 

The most frequent cause of stray 
voltage is a neutral-to-earth voltage 
difference. 

Working voltage for most farmstead 
equipment is either 120 or 240 volts. 

Some other situations causing stray 
voltage include currents, unbalanced 
electrical loads, improper grounding of 
service, faulty ground rods, galvanic 
action, electrical shorts and primary 
neutral current. 

If you think you have a problem 
with stray voltage on your farm, con¬ 
tact your electric cooperative. 

00 

February 1985 17 



POTATO CASSEROLE 
6 medium potatoes 2 small cartons sour cream 
2 cups grated cheese 1 small jar pimentoes 

% cup chopped onion 1 stick butter or margarine 
1 cup evaporated milk Salt & Pepper to taste 

Boil potatoes. Peel and grate. Add remaining ingredients. Bake 
at 375 degrees for 45 minutes. 

HOT TAMALE PIE 
1 can hot tamales 1 can cream-style corn 

Cheese slices 

Layer tamales and corn in casserole dish. Pour hot tamale juice 
over this. Bake 1 hour at 300 degrees. Last 5 minutes top with 
cheese and melt. 

MEXICAN BEEF CASSEROLE 
2 lbs. ground beef 1 can cream of chicken soup 

Onion flakes or 1 medium onion, 1 can errant of mushroom soup 
chopped 1 can Rate! tomatoes with green chili 

Garlic salt peppers 
Vz lb. American cheese, grated % can water 

1 pkg. Taco-flavored Doritos 

Fry ground beef in skillet until redness disappears. Place in bot¬ 
tom of baking dish. Sprinkle onion flakes and garlic on beef. 
Sprinkle half of the cheese on this. Crush Doritos and sprinkle 
half on top of cheese. Mix soups, Rotel tomatoes and water to¬ 
gether and pour over chips. Add rest of cheese and crushed 
chips. Bake at 350 degrees until brown. 

1 lb. ground beef 
V* cup flour 
2 tablespoons salt 

VA teaspoon pepper 
2 tablespoons fat 

1 Vz cups water 

BROWN HAMBURGER STEW 
3 carrots, sliced 
3 potatoes, diced 
2 onions, sliced 
1 turnip, sliced 
2 cups tomato juice 

Mix meat with flour, salt and pepper. Brown in fat, stirring as 
needed. Drain off fat. Add water and carrots. Cover and simmer 
for 10 minutes. Add other vegetables and simmer until crisp and 
tender, about 10 minutes. Add tomato juice, heat and serve. Makes 
6 servings. 

SPICY BARBECUED RIBS 
1 cup catsup 1 teaspoon sugar 
2 tablespoons Worcestershire sauce 

3A teaspoon garlic powder 
VA cup prepared mustard Vz teaspoon salt 

1 Vz tablespoons cider vinegar Va teaspoon ground black pepper 
1 tablespoon prepared horseradish 3 to 4 lbs. spareribs 

Combine catsup, Worcestershire sauce, mustard, vinegar, horse¬ 
radish, sugar, garlic powder, salt and pepper. Preheat oven to 
450 degrees. Place ribs on a rack in a shallow roasting pan. Bake, 
uncovered, for 15 minutes. Turn over and bake 15 minutes longer. 
Remove from oven,- drain off drippings. Reduce oven to 325 de¬ 
grees. Spoon half of barbecue sauce over ribs. Bake uncovered for 
10 minutes. Turn, and brush remaining sauce over ribs. Bake 
until glazed well and done, about 20 minutes. To test for done¬ 
ness, make a cut near the center and be sure no pink remains. 

MACARONI CASSEROLE 
2 pkgs. (8 oz.) large macaroni 2 large onions, chopped 
2 cans cream of mushroom soup 2 jars pimento (4 oz. jars) 

1 Vz lbs. sharp cheese, grated 2 (8 oz.) cans water chestnuts 
Vz cup butter 2 (4 oz.) jars button mushrooms, sliced 
2 large green peppers and drained 

Cook and drain macaroni. Stir half of the soup and cheese into 
warm macaroni. Saute onions and peppers in butter, add sauted 
vegetables with the remaining ingredients to macaroni mixture. 
Place in casserole and cover with remaining soup and cheese. Bake 
uncovered at 350 degrees for 30 minutes or until bubbly. Before 
baking, I usually add some milk to keep it from being too dry. 
Serves 12 to 16. 

OLD FASHIONED BUTTERMILK PIE 
Unbaked 9" pie shell 2 teaspoons vanilla flavoring 

% cup granulated sugar 2 cups buttermilk 
3 tablespoons flour VA cup melted butter or margarine 

Va teaspoon salt 3 egg whites 
3 egg yolks 

Heat oven to 425 degrees. With fork, blend sugar, flour, salt; stir 
in yolks (beaten slightly), vanilla, buttermilk, butter. Beat whites 
stiff, not dry,- slowly beat in yolk mixture. Turn into shell. Bake 
at 425 degrees 10 minutes, lower to 325 degrees for 30 minutes 
or until knife inserted in center comes out clean. Cool. 

MILLIONAIRE CANDY 
VA cup evaporated milk 7 9 oz. Hershey chocolate bars 
16 oz. caramels VA stick paraffin 

2 cups pecans 

Stir milk until creamy smooth, then add caramels and pecans in a 
double boiler, and mix well. Drop mix on waxed paper by teaspoon¬ 
fuls and let cool. Mix parrafin and chocolate in double boiler until 
melted, then dip caramel candy into this mixture, and let cool on 
the wax paper. 

WATERGATE CAKE 
1 pkg. white cake mix 3 eggs 
1 pkg. (SVz OZ.) pistachio pudding mix Vz cup chopped pecans 
1 cup salad oil 1 cup club soda 

Mix all ingredients and beat 4 minutes at medium speed. Bake 
45-50 minutes at 350 degrees. 

FROSTING 
2 envelopes topping mix 1 box of pistachio pudding mix 

IVz cups cold milk 

Blend all ingredients and beat well. 
PINK YUMMY SALAD 

1 pkg. cherry Jell-0 1 cup water 
VA cup sugar 1 3-oz. pkg. cream cheese 

1 small can crushed pineapple Vz pint whipped cream 
1 tablespoon lemon juice 

Mix together sugar, pineapple, lemon juice and water. Boil for 
5 minutes. Add Jell-0 and cool until almost thick. Then beat in 
cream cheese with mixer. Fold in whipped cream. Pour into 
mold and chill 4 to 5 hours. 

STRAWBERRY DELIGHT 
2 pkgs. strawberry Jell-0 1 pint whipped cream 
2 cups hot water 1 angel food cake, broken 
2 pkgs. frozen strawberries (thawed) into small pieces 

Dissolve Jell-0 in hot water. Allow to thicken slightly. Add 
berries, whipped cream and cake, which has been broken into 
small pieces. Pour mixture into tube pan and allow to set over¬ 
night, or until completely firm. 

FRUIT COCKTAIL CAKE 
1 Vz cups sugar 3/A cup brown sugar 

1 teaspoon soda 1 teaspoon vanilla 
2 well-beaten eggs 2 cups flour 
1 can fruit cocktail VA teaspoon salt 

3/A cup chopped nuts 

Mix together sugar, flour, soda, salt, eggs and fruit cocktail. Put 
in greased and floured 9x13 pan. Then mix brown sugar and 
chopped nuts and put on top of cake and bake at 350 degrees 
until done. 
Icing: 

1 stick oleo % cup white sugar 
Vz cup milk 1 can angel flake coconut 

Combine ingredients and let boil 2 minutes. Put on top of cake 
while still hot. Bake 5 minutes or more. 

EASY COCOA CAKE 
2 cups flour 
2 cups sugar 
1 teaspoon soda 
2 sticks margarine 
4 tablespoons cocoa 

1 cup water 
2 eggs 
1 teaspoon vanilla 
1 cup buttermilk 

Icing: 
1 stick margarine 6 tablespoons milk 
4 tablespoons cocoa 1 b^x confectioner:' sugar 

Sift together flour, sugar, and soda. Set aside. Heat until almost 
boiling margarine, cocoa and water. Add to first mixf .re. Add 
eggs, vanilla and buttermilk and beat well. Pour into greased 
pan and bake at 400 degrees for 20 minutes. For icing combine 
cocoa, milk and margarine and heat to a boil. Remove and add 
confectioners' sugar. 

BUTTERSCOTCH PIE 
1 9-inch pastry shell, baked 2 tablespoons butter 

IVz cups sugar 1 teaspoon vanilla 
4 tablespoons flour Vz cup water 

VA teaspoon salt 2 beaten egg yolks 
1 Vz cups milk Meringue made with 2 egg whites 

Brown Vz cup sugar in heavy skillet. Add water to sugar. Boil 
until all sugar dissolves. Do not stir. Add milk. Stir small amount 
of mixture into yolk, return to hot mixture and cook 2 minutes, 
stirring constantly. Mix sugar (1 cup), flour and salt together. 
Add to mixture in thirds, stirring. Cook until smooth and thick. 
Add butter and vanilla. Pour into cooled baked pastry shell. 
Spread meringue on top of pie and bake at 350 degrees for 12 
to 15 minutes. 
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40 BRAND NEW 

TOWELS *P! 
UNWOVEN COTTON OR RAYON - Assorted beautiful Pastel Colors. 

BRAND NEW — NOT Seconds - 40 Towels tor $1.75 or 80 for only 

S3 35 120 just $4 95 Super Quality Pis include 50t extra tor pstg. 

and hdlng with EACH set of 40 Towels you buy We know Towels - 

we ve sold 70.000.000 already Fund Raisers write for quantity 

prices Money-Back Guarantee No C O 0's Pis allow up to 6 wks 

for delivery 

40 Towel Co. Dept. C-941 
1602 Locust St. St. Louis, MO 63103 

All-in-Ear Aid - Save $200+ 
Improve your hearing! Name brand 
aid helps you understand words you 
miss. If you hear but don’t understand, 
this aid amplifies the sounds you need. 
Enjoy comfortable, attractive aid in your 
own home. FREE 30-day home trial. 
We promise no salesmen! Write today 
for free catalog! J&M, Dept. 109-W 
329 N. Third St., De Kalb, IL 60115 

JUST ONE HAND! 
A completely NEW concept in gardening machines! 
The amazing 2-in-1 TR0Y-BILT® Roto Tiller is not 
only a wonderfully better roto tiller, it’s also a 
wonderful compost shredder-chopper! It turns your 
whole garden, however large or small, into a 
fabulously fertile “compost pile”! So easy to handle, 
even for ladies and older folks. You guide it with 
JUST ONE HAND! For complete details, prices, 
“OFF-SEASON” SAVINGS, send coupon below for 
free booklet. TROY-BILT® Roto Tiller-Power 
Composters, 102nd St. & 9th Ave., Troy, New 
York 12180. © 1985 Garden Way Inc. 

TROY-BILT® Roto Tiller-Power Composters 
Dept A-2413 

102nd St. & 9th Ave., Troy. NY 12180 

Please send me the whole wonderful story of TROY-BILT® Roto 

Tillers including prices and “OFF-SEASON” SAVINGS now in effect 
for a limited time. 

(Please Print Clearly) 

Name  

Address  

City State Zip  

RENTERS WEEPERS 
BUILDERS KEEPERS: 

;EOR30M | 

. LIVING 
ROOM 

THE MADISON 

• YOU DON’T HAVE TO RENT ANY 
MORE. We can show you how you can live 
twice as well —right now —in your own 
pre-cut custom built home! 

• With our LOW FIXED MORTGAGE RATE 
OF 11.4% ANNEAL PERCENTAGE RATE 
FINANCING AND A DOWN PAYMENT 
FOR ONLY $500. President Homes will 
rough-erect your home on your lot and 
foundation. You do the easy finishing work 
and save thousands of dollars. 

• All finishing materials per plan are 
included, delivered to your site. 

• There are no hidden costs, 
closing costs or prepayment 
penalties. We can build from 
our plans or your plan. 
You don’t have to rent and 
weep — you CAN afford a home 

of your own. Get the details now. Write for our 
FREE color catalog. Fill in the coupon below: 

PRESIDENT HOMES 
r 

4808 N. Lilac Dr, Minneapolis, MN 55429 • (612) 537-3622 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY STAFF ZIP 

PII()\r.( ) 
IL-30 

11.4% 
FINANCING 

APR FIXED RATE 
MORTGAGE 

I I 
■■■■■ CUSTOM BUILT PRE-CUT HOMES-OUR ONLY BUSINESS SINCE 1952. 

Colettufo BSue Spiuce 
S-yww 0M. 1-2 Ft Tuff 

OK&I $1.95 ea. 
3 ton $5.75 6 (an $10.95 
9|)(W$I5.95 12 Jo* $19.95 
N6172. Now you can purchase the ever- 

popular, ever-beautiful Colorado Blue 
Spruce (Picea pungens glauca) at this special 
low price — only $1.95 each. These versatile 
Blue Spruce are fovely as single accent planting, 
as a privacy row or windbreak, and as a colorful 
corner grouping. Its rich silver-blue foliage makes 

it a welcome sight all year around. You’ll receive 
select, nicely branched 5-year-old transplanted trees 

that are at least 1 to 2 feet tall. Having been transplanted, the root system is well 
developed and will help the tree get off to a fast start. Order your Blue Spruce on the 
convenient coupon below. Send $1.95 for 1, $5.75 for 3, $10.95 for 6, $15.95 for 9, and 
12 for $19.95. 

Uei 
(OF 

Sf>ecia£ Oit&i! Colmdc. Bdue Sfrtuce 
m 

x&j 
9 Jo* $6. 

N6208. Strong, northern grown 10 to 18”. 3 
year old seedlings, are Nursery grown. 

Guafuwtee 
I If within one year of 
■ receipt of your order 
m any plants do not 
™ live, just RETURN I THE SHIPPING 

LABEL ONLY for a 
free replacement or 
purchase price re¬ 
fund, your choice. 
The WARRANTY IS 
VOID UNLESS 
THE SHIPPING 
LABEL IS RE¬ 
TURNED. 

0U 10 bt 18 wck St^e 
$2.49 6 fcw $4.85 ^ ey’re just the right size for planting. 

, ignr These trees, will help tum your yard into a 
95 IA (|trt $o.9b show place. Order Now. 
 Order Here    

HOUSE OF WESLEY, NURSERY DIVISION 
Dept. 5941-39 
Bloomington, Illinois 61701 
Please send the following items: 
 N6172. 5-Year Old Blue Spruce $  
 N6208. 3-Year Old Blue Spruce $  

III. Residents add 6 % Sales Tax. TOTAL $  
NAME  
ADDRESS   
CITY_ 
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Across the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Robert E. Gant 

LONG-RANGE POWER 

AGREEMENT IN EFFECT 

A power agreement by Western Illinois Power Coopera¬ 
tive (WIPCO), Soyland Power Cooperative and Illinois 
Power to meet common long-range energy objectives 
became effective on January 1. 

Illinois Rural Electric Co. is one of seven Illinois electric 
distribution cooperatives that belong to Jacksonville-based 
WIPCO and receive wholesale power from WIPCO. 

Soyland Power Cooperative is composed of 15 electric 
cooperatives. Its headquarters is in Decatur. 

The agreement, signed in Decatur on October 5, 1984, 

allows WIPCO and Soyland to purchase initially about 400 
megawatts of electrical capacity from Illinois Power’s fossil- 
fueled plants. This will be in addition to the capacity of 
approximately 190 megawatts that the two power coopera¬ 
tives will receive as part owner of Illinois Power’s nuclear 
Clinton Power Station. 

In addition, the new agreement limits the cooperatives’ 
investment in Clinton Unit 1 to $450 million of the direct 
cost of placing this unit into commercial operation. The 
cooperatives own about 20 percent of the plant. Illinois 
Power owns 80 percent. The agreement also provides for 
joint operation of the systems and will provide the cooper¬ 
atives the right to receive transmission and subtransmission 
service from Illinois Power Company to deliver the electri¬ 
city to their member-cooperatives. Illinois Power dispatch¬ 
ers at the company’s dispatching system in Decatur are now 
responsible for the economic dispatch of all power sources 
assigned to the power pool, which includes WIPCO’s and 
Soyland’s capacity. 

Representatives of the three organizations said the 
agreement allows the cooperatives to meet the bulk power 

The nuclear Clinton Power Station, in DeWitt County, will provide approximately 190 megawatts to WIPCO and Soyland. 



requirements of their 150,000 members beyond completion 
of the Clinton plant. It gives the cooperatives a broad gen¬ 
eration mix that will lend stability to their wholesale power 
cost, and will also help stabilize the cost of providing 
service to customers of Illlinois Power. 

The long-term commitment of the power supply from 
Illinois Power Company provides the cooperatives with the 
most cost-effective way to meet the future needs of their 
members. Illinois Power Company customers benefit 
because WIPCO and Soyland members will share the cost of 
generation capacity and the use of energy available from 
that capacity. 

Soyland has no generating capacity of its own. WIPCO 
owns a 22-megawatt, coal-fired plant at Pearl, on the 
Illinois River, and two diesel-powered generation units at 
Pittsfield and Winchester. Both cooperatives have been 
wholesale power customers of Illinois Power Company and 
Central Illinois Public Service Company. WIPCO and Soy¬ 
land are negotiating with CIPS for additional capacity to 
complete their power supply requirements. 

The advantage of WIPCO and Soyland participating 
jointly in Illinois Power’s entire fossil-fueled system on an 
“as-if-owned” basis is that the cooperatives have fixed capa¬ 

city from the oldest to the newest unit at a fixed cost. Had 
the cooperatives continued to purchase power under a 
wholesale contract, they would have faced periodic adjust¬ 
ment of terms and conditions, including price. 

Illinois Power units that will provide capacity to the 
cooperatives are: 
• Baldwin Power Station, IP’s newest and largest coal-fired 
plant, located in Randolph County. 
• Havana Power Station, which has six units located on 
the Illinois River, southwest of Peoria. 
• Hennepin Power Station, a two-unit plant located 60 
miles north of Peoria, near Princeton. 
• Vermilion Power Station, a two-unit plant located near 
Danville. 
• Wood River Power Station, a five-unit plant located at 
the confluence of the Wood and Mississippi rivers north of 
St. Louis. 

The nuclear Clinton Power Station, in DeWitt County, 
will provide approximately 190 megawatts to WIPCO and 
Soyland. 

All-electric rate 
account review 

Members with all-electric homes, mobile homes, trailers 
or modular homes: electric energy must be used for the 
primary source of space heating, with electric water heater, 
cooking, and you must not have any appliances operated by 
other fuels that could be operated electrically in order to 
qualify for the all-electric rate. 

Because of the use of alternate heating sources, we are 
reviewing these accounts and the ones that don’t qualify 
will be notified and removed from the all-electric heat rate. 

Any member who would like to be put on budget billing 
should check with the office in Winchester and talk to the 
billing department about setting up budget billing. 

HOW THIS AGREEMENT 

APPLIES TO MEMBERS 
OF ILLINOIS RURAL 

What does this mean to Illinois Rural Electric Co. and its 
members? Remember Illinois Rural Electric Co. has long¬ 
term power contracts with Western Illinois Power Coopera¬ 
tive for power supply. This legally binds Illinois Rural 
Electric Co. to the WIPCO-Soyland power Agreement with 
Illinois Power Company. 

The same relationship appeared in the 1973 agreement 
with these three companies, when the construction of the 
Clinton Power Station began. Because of the escalating 
costs of this project, it is projected that costs of kilowatt- 
hours from this installation would cost 15 cents per kilo¬ 
watt-hour. By going into this pooling arrangement, we have 
gotten the cost down to about 10 cents per kwh wholesale. 
To keep from having a large impact on retail rates, when 
Clinton comes on line in 1987, Soyland and WIPCO have 
entered into a pooling agreement to spread these costs over 
150,000 rate payers. The Clinton station power will be 
blended with other coal-fired plants to dilute the power 
pool cost. Illinos Rural Electric Co., along with the 22 
other memebers of Soyland-WIPCO pool have articipated in 
an equity fundiing plan to meet the cost of interest and 
principal on the long-term debt of this installation. During 
1984, 1.21 cents per kwh went to the equity funding plan. 
In 1985 one cent per kilowatt-hour will be added to bills 

beginning with the June 1 billing. These funds will be used 
for interest and principal payments and the money raised in 
the next three years will be paid back to Illinois Rural 
Electric Co. after the Clinton plants come on line and the 
consumer will see this money in overall lower power costs 
into the turn of the century. This equity funding plan gives 
us the opportunity to take this increased cost of power over 
four years and keeps from having a large increase when 
Clinton comes on line. 

Illinois Rural Electric Co. is committed to the Clinton 
project. Management and the board of directors are faced 
with high power costs. They are making every effort to 
hold down other operating costs, including capital invest¬ 
ments, labor and unnecessary system improvements. We 
will continue to maintain our electric system to provide 
you the best service that is possible. We will continue to 
evaluate the power supply alternatives to best serve you, 
the member. 
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MILLIONAIRE PIE 
1 can Eagle Brand milk 1 cup nuts, chopped 

V2 cup lemon juice 9 oz. Cool Whip 
1 can fruit cocktail 1 can coconut 

Combine and pour in graham cracker crust. Makes two pies. 

PIE CRUST 
1 cup flour V2 cup chopped nuts 
1 stick butter or margarine V2 cup powdered sugar 

Mix and add enough water s"1 you can pat the crust into a pie pan. 
This can be baked and used for any filling or filling may be baked 
in shell. 

BOILED CUSTARD 
1 qt. milk 2 tablespoons flour (level) 
1 cup sugar Vi teaspoon almond extract 
4 egg yolks Vi teaspoon vanilla 

Heat milk. Beat yolks with a little cold milk. Mix sugar and flour, 
add to heated milk. Cook until it coats a spoon. Add flavorings. 
Pour into a bowl, cool. Do not overcook! 

OLD FASHIONED LEMON PIE 
2 cups sugar Juice of 2 lemons 

Vi cup butter 6 well-beaten eggs 
3 soda crackers, crumbled 

Cream sugar and butter together. Add crackers, juice and eggs. 
Pour into unbaked pie crust. Bake 30 minutes at 350 degrees. 

ANGEL BISCUITS 
5 cups flour 1 cup shortening 

1/4 cup sugar 1 cake (or pkg.) yeast 
2 teaspoons baking powder 2 tab'espoons warm water 
1 teaspoon soda 2 cups buttermilk 
1 teaspoon salt 1 stick melted oleo 

Sift dry ingredients together. Blend in shortening. Dissolve yeast 
in water, let stand 5 minutes. Add to buttermilk. Mix yeast and 
add to flour mixture. Mix well. Turn out on floured board. Roll 
out and cut. Dip biscuits in melted oleo. Bake at 450 degrees for 
12 minutes. NOTE: Bake at once or let stand. Once prepared can 
be wrapped in foil and frozen. P.S. Don't forget the salt. 

FRUIT DIP 
2 cups (7-oz. jar) marshmallow cream 1 tablespoon orange rind, grated 
1 8-oz. pkg. cream cheese dash of ginger 

Gradually add marshmallow cream to softened cream cheese. 
Mix well. Add other ingredients. Whip until fluffy. Serve with 
fresh fruit or frozen melon balls. 

COCONUT BALLS 
1 box coconut 1 cup chopped nuts 
1 box powdered sugar 1 small pkg. semi-sweets 

Vi can condensed milk 1 block paraffin 
% stick butter (melted) 

Combine sugar, coconut, and pecans in mixing bowl. Add milk and 
butter. Mix well and form small balls. Let set a few minutes 
and melt paraffin and semi-sweets, then dip balls with a tooth pick. 

PRALINES 
2 cups white sugar Pinch salt 
1 cup buttermilk 2 tablespoons butter 
1 teaspoon soda IV2 cups pecans or fresh coconut 

Mix sugar, milk and soda and stir constantly until it comes to 
a fast boil. Add butter, salt and nuts, continue to stir and cook 
until it forms a soft ball when a little is dropped in cold water. 
Set off for about 2 minutes, beat until creamy. Drop by spoonfuls 
onto wax paper. 

CHOW-MEIN CASSEROLE 
1 (16-oz.) can beef chow mein Vi teaspoon black pepper 
1 cup uncooked rice Vi teaspoon paprika 

IV2 lbs. ground beef 1 tablespoon salt 
1 (8-oz.) can tomato sauce (more or less to taste) 
1 med. onion, chopped 4 (l-oz. each) slices cheese 

Bring to boil 5 cups water, add rice, cook until done. Remove 
from heat, let stand 20 minutes. In lightly greased heated skillet, 
add gound beef. Add 14 cup water to start cooking process. Cook 
till light brown, remove from heat. Mix cooked rice, onion, 
pepper, paprika and salt in a large bowl. Add ground beef, chow 
mein and tomato sauce, mixing well. Pour into baking pan. Cut 
each slice of cheese into 3 strips, place on top of mix. Bake in pre¬ 
heated 350 degree oven 30 minutes. Serve hot with favorite 
vegetables or salad to 12. 

BAKED BEANS 
2 strips bacon 1 teaspoon mustard 

Vi cup chopped onion 2 teaspoons sugar 
1/3 cup chopped bell pepper 1 teaspoon Worcestershire 
1/2 to % lb. ground beef Salt and pepper to taste 

1 cup catsup 1 large can Campbell's pork and beans 
Fry bacon. Brown onion and pepper in fat. Remove from skillet 
and brown beef, add bacon, onion and pepper. Add remaining 
ingredients and simmer about 2 hours. 

APPLESAUCE CAKE 
Vi cup shortening Vs teaspoon salt 

1 cup sugar 1 teaspoon flour 
1% cups flour 1 cup raisins 
V* teaspoon nutmeg 1 cup applesauce 
1/2 teaspoon soda 1 egg 

1 teaspoon cinnamon 
Cream shortening and sugar. Add beaten egg. Add applesauce to 
which soda has been dissolved. Sift flour with spices and salt. Add 
to batter. Dredge raisins in teaspoon flour and fold into batter. 
Bake in floured and greased pan at 350 degrees for 114 hours. 

ZUCCHINI SQUASH BREAD 
3 eggs 2 teaspoons cinnamon 
2 cups sugar 1 teaspoon salt 
2 cups zucchini, shredded V* teaspoon baking powder 
1 cup oil 1 teaspoon soda 
2 teaspoons vanilla 1 cup chopped nuts 
3 cups flour 

Mix first 5 ingredients toae+her slowly, adding flour. Add re¬ 
maining ingredients. Pour into 2 greased loaf pans. Bake at 325 
degrees for about 1 hour. Zucchini does not have to be peeled. 
Makes 2 loaves. 

RICE CASSEROLE 
2 boxes of Uncle Ben's Wild and 2 sticks butter 

Combination rice 2V2 cans mushroom soup 
4 whole pieces celery, chopped 2 large cans mushrooms, drained 
2 large onions, chopped 1V» lbs. Velveeta cheese 

Cook rice as directed and set aside. Cook celery and onions in 
butter. Mix soup, mushrooms and cheese together. Cook until 
cheese melts. Combine all 3 steps and bake at 350 degrees for 
IV2 hours. 

BROCCOLI CASSEROLE 
2 boxes chopped broccoli, cooked V'2 cup milk 
1 onion, sauted 2 cups cooked rice 
1 can cream of chicken soup 1 lb. Velveeta cheese 

Mix all together leaving part of the cheese for top of casserole. 
Put in baking dish. Top with remaining cheese. Bake at 350 
degrees for 30 minutes. 

TAGLIARINI 
2 lbs. ground beef Dash pepper 
2 small onions, chopped V2 cup red wine 
2 cloves garlic, minced 1 cup tomato sauce 
2 teaspoons bacon grease 1 can creamed corn 

Pinch of oregano 1 can olives, chopped (4V2 oz.) 
Dash of cumin 1 can mushrooms (2 oz.) 
Dash of marjoram 1 pkg. noodles, cooked (1 lb.) 

1 teaspoon chili powder 1 cup cheese, grated 
1 teaspoon salt 

Brown meat, onions and garlic in bacon grease. Mix remaining 
ingredients together, except cheese. Place in casserole dish. 
Sprinkle cheese on top and bake covered for 1 hour at 300 degrees. 

LEMON CHESS PIE 
2 cups sugar 4 eggs 
1 teaspoon flour V* cup melted oleo 
1 teaspoon corn meal 4 tsps. lemon rind, grated 

Vs -ur lemon juice (2 lemons) 
Toss sugar, flour and corn meal lightly. Add eggs and beat well. 
Mix together oleo, lemon rind and lemon juice. Add to flour mix¬ 
ture. Mix well. Pour into unbaked pie shell. Bake at 350 degrees 
for 35-40 minutes. 

KAUAI CHICKEN 
2 lbs. choice chicken pieces 1 cup diagonally sliced celery 
1 teaspoon garlic salt VA cups chicken broth 
1 teaspoon paprika 2 tablespoons cornstarch 

1/4 teaspoon pepper 3 tablespoons soy sauce 
2 tablespoons vegetable oil 2 large fresh tomatoes, cut in 
1 large onion, sliced eighths 

I'A large green peppers, cut in 3 cups hot cooked rice 
thin strips 

Remove skin and bones from chicken. Cut meat in thin strips. 
Season with garlic salt, paprika, and pepper. Saute chicken in 
oil about 1 minute or until tender. Add onion, green peppers, 
celery and VT. cup broth. Cover and steam for II/2 minutes. Blend 
remaining broth with cornstarch and soy sauce. Stir into chicken 
vegetable mixture. Add tomatoes,- cook and stir about 1 minute 
or until sauce is slightly thickened. Serve over beds of fluffy 
rice. 6 servings. 

OAHU SKILLET DISH 
1 lb. lean ground beef VA cup soy sauce 

V* teaspoon garlic powder 2 tablespoons cornstarch 
1 cup sliced onions Vi teaspoon sugar, optional 
1 green pepper, cut in %-inch pieces 1 Vi cups beef broth 
1 pkg. frozen cauliflower (10 oz.) 3 cups hot cooked rice 
2 large tomatoes, cut in eighths 

Saute meat, garlic powder, and onions about 5 minutes. Add 
green pepper, cauliflower (separated into smaller pieces), tomato 
wedges, and soy sauce. Stir lightly to coat vegetables with soy 
sauce. Cover pan and simmer until vegetables are tender crisp, 
about 5 minutes. Blend cornstarch, sugar and broth. Add to meat 
mixture. Cook, stirring constantly until thoroughly heated and 
sauce is thickened. Serve over beds of fluffy rice. 

CHEESE-BACON SPREAD 
1 8-oz. carton sour cream VA cup chopped toasted almonds 
V2 cup mayonnaise 1 tablespoon chopped green onion tops 

1 cup shredded Cheddar cheese VA teaspoon salt 
4 slices bacon, cooked and crumbled Bran bread 

Combine first 7 ingredients, and blend well. Spread on bread. 
Yield: 9 CUDS of fillina. 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS 18 



Strawberry Plants 

N.C. Certified 
40 Leading 

Varieties, fall - spring 
shipping. Free brochure, write or call: 

Sunny Rows Plant Farm 
P.O. Box 22, Dept, ILL., Currie, N.C. 28435 

919-283-5605 

AMAZING NEW All Purpose Scoop 
LARGE 3 QUART ^ 

CAPACITY SCOOP * * 

for many indoor and outdoor uses. Modern, 
one piece design with “easy grip” handle. 
Won’t rust, dent or crack. Easy to read 
graduations for measuring liquids and^ 
solids. Made of durable, high 
density polyethylene plastic. 
Ideal for garden and 
farm uses. Feed pets^ 
and livestock. Also 
suggested for 
spreading salt. 

ORDER TODAY from MLS Company, 
1344 Canterbury Ln., Glenview, IL 60025 
□ Model S-40 SCOOP @ $3.99 ea., includes postage & 
handling. Illinois residents add 6% sales tax. Color: Yellow 

Name  

Address. 

City  . State. .Zip_ 
Send check or money order only. Allow 4 weeks for delivery. 

(Please type or print) 

Mastitis? 
Stray Voltage? 

RONK 
BLOCKER"! 

What is stray voltage? 
What can be done about 
it? In the past there v 
no help ... but now 
the RONK BLOCKER 
has eliminated this 
problem in every¬ 
place where it has 
been installed. 
Allegedly stray volt¬ 
age contributes to 
mastitis and loss of 
milk in dairy herds, .< 
loss of weight in 
livestock and poul¬ 
try when fed or watered 
by electric automatic systems. The Blocker, 
when installed between primary and 
secondary neutrals of electric service 
transformers, “blocks” any primary neutral 
voltage from entering the secondary neutral 
circuit and the system grounding conductors 
.. . thus maintaining electric service safety 
while eliminating any “off-farm” stray volt¬ 
age. Send for complete details. 

“The Power Behind Rural America" 

^ROIMK 
ELECTRICAL INDUSTRIES, INC. 

1114 E. Stalest •Nokomis, IL62075 •Ph. 217/563-8333. Ext.114 

Here’s How to 
Stop Foot Pain 
INSTANTLY! 

ENJOY 
BLESSED 
RELIEF 
FROM: 

Pain in the 
bails of your feet 

Sore 
Heels 

Corns, 
Calluses, 
Bunions 
Toe Cramps 

There’s really no mys¬ 
tery about what causes 
foot pain 

Each of your feet has 
26 different bones held in 
balance and position by 
tendons, muscles and 
ligaments. 

Once something hap¬ 
pens to destroy this bal¬ 
ance, (no matter what 
your age) you experience 
painful feet, unless you 
do something about it. 
There’s really no mystery 
about finding relief 

Since 1948, over 3,000,000 people 
are enjoying blessed relief they never 
thought possible ... thanks to Flex¬ 
ible Featherspring® Foot Supports 
which are made in West Germany. 

How do Feathersprings bring re¬ 
lief? Well, unlike costly special 
shoes, mass-produced arch pre¬ 
serves, or ready-made, drug store 
remedies, custom-formed Flexible 
Feathersprings actually restore and 
maintain the elastic support your 
feet had when you were a youth. 

No matter how long you’ve had 
foot problems—be it 3 months or 
30 years—the instant you slip a 
pair of Feathersprings in your 
shoes (one pair is all you’ll ever 
need)—you’ll be able to stand all 
day, walk, dance, even jog or run 
in total comfort. 

Feathersprings act as a shock¬ 
absorbing, pain-relieving system 
which structurally realigns your 
feet. Not only do they restore the 

What people say in unsolicited 
testimonials, about Feathersprings: 

I have thoroughly enjoyed the comfort 
Feathersprings have provided me. You would 
not believe the difference they have made my 
feet feel—before I had such pain when walking 
because I have severe callus’ on both of my 
feet. ” 

M.W.R./Richmond, VA 

“/ want to thank you for refunding to me the 
full amount of what I ordered. I admire your 
company for this with no strings or red tape. ” 

G.K.M./Warwick, R.I. 

©1985 Featherspring International Corp. 
712 N. 34th Street, Seattle. Washington 98103 

natural balance of your feet, they 
allow your feet to flex normally in all 
types of shoes. Thanks to Feather¬ 
springs, your aching feet get the con¬ 
tinuous, moving support which 
brings that relief. 
There’s really 
no risk involved 
in finding out 
whether Feath¬ 
ersprings can re¬ 
lieve your foot pain. 

We’re so certain that Feather- 
spring Foot Supports will end your 
foot problems that if you’re not 
completely satisfied ... we’ll refund 
your money in full... with no ques¬ 
tions asked. 

Write us for full information, 
there’s no obligation and no sales¬ 
man will call. Just fill out and mail 
the coupon below. 

  SEND NO MONEY! —, 
[ FEATHERSPRING INTERNATIONAL CORPORATION I 
I 712 N. 34th Street, Dept. IR045 
I Seattle, Washington 98103 

! YES! I want to learn more about Flexible Feather- j 
I spring Foot Supports. Please rush me your free I 
| packet. I will watch for a LARGE PINK ENVE- | 
| LOPE. I understand that there is no obligation » 
I and that no salesman will call. 

Print Name 

  I 
Address 

I 
City | 

State Zip 

When in Seattle visit the Featherspring building. 
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Across the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Robert E. Gant 

Nominating committee appointed: 
candidate selection set May 20 
The board of directors of Illinois Rural Electric Co., at 

its regular board meeting held on March 4, appointed the 
following members to serve on the nominating committee: 

Calhoun County - Howard Sibley (Delbert Fraley, alter¬ 
nate) 

Greene County — Robert Pembook (Eugene Rawlins, 
alternate) 

Pike County — Silas Lemons (Richard Myers, alternate) 
Scott County - Russell Hubbert (Harold Morris, alter¬ 

nate) 
Morgan County — Ruel Becker (Gary Cinder, alternate) 
The committee will meet at 10 a.m. on Monday, May 

20, at the office of the cooperative at 2-12 South Main, 
Winchester, for the purpose of selecting the nominees. 

Those directors whose terms are expiring are: 
Ralph J. Brangenberg — Calhoun County 
James T. Brannan — Greene County 
William Griswold — Green County 
Jeral Miller — Pike County. 

Advice for IREC members 

Members should beware, Illinois Rural Electric Co. 

advises. 
1. Know with whom you are doing business. 
2. Don’t be pressured into buying something you don’t 
need. 
3. If anyone tells you they work for Illinois Rural Electric 
Co., have them show their I.D. card, with their picture on 
it. 
4. If they don’t have an I.D. card, call IREC to see if we 
have men in that area. Phone 217-742-3128. 
5. The time of the year is coming when people are wanting 
to sell their services. Don’t be taken in by someone you 
don’t know. Sometimes this is very costly to our members. 
6. Illinois Rural Electric Co. will not give out our members’ 
names to anyone except our employees. 

Services offered by IREC 
Member Service Department 
1. Various types of electric heat installations. 
2. Complete home and farmstead wiring. 
3. Home insulation, if members wants to do his own 

work, he can pick up the insulation at a good price and rent 
the machine for $5 per day to do the job. 
4. Complete line of Hotpoint and Maytag appliances. 
5. Energy-saver-plus electric water heaters. 
6. Portable electric space heaters. 
7. Complete electric installations for grain drying and 

grain and feed handling equipment. 
8. Repairs on all major appliances. 
9. Sale of West Bend small appliances. 

10. Install underground services. 
11. Repair inoperative equipment and wiring. 
12. Over-the-counter sales of wiring equipment to Illinois 
Rural Electric Co. members. 
13. Work with member or contractor on sizing electric 
heating and central air conditioning equipment. 
14. Recommend proper insulation and ventilation. 
15. Special sale on all major appliances at our annual meet¬ 
ing. 
16. All one- or two-man service calls in our service area 
includes 30 minutes of work, “no mileage charge.” 
17. Our headquarters is in Winchester, but our service 
charges are the same for all of our members regardless of 
where they live in our service area. 
18. A policy adopted by the board of directors and man¬ 
ager of IREC allows for the extension of credit to co-op 
members who live on IREC lines and who meet IREC credit 
standards. The merchandise purchased on credit must go on 

the co-op lines and a schedule of payments arranged with 
the Member Service Department. 
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It's tornado season in Illinois 
Tornadoes strike Illinois during all 

months. In an average year, nine tor¬ 
nadoes will strike Illinois. Statistics 
from previous years indicate most of 
these will hit between March and 
June; however, the week of April 
15-21 is the prime week for their 
occurrence. Strangely enough, the 
week prior to this has the lowest 
frequency of these types of storms 
than any week during the months of 
March through June. Illinois is eighth 
among states in number of tornadoes 
per year. Due to our population con¬ 
centration, we rank first in the number 
of deaths and second in total damages. 

Twisters may hit any part of the 
state, but an area of tornado high 
occurence, described by some as a 
“tornado alley,” exists from Missouri 

and sweeps northeast through the 
state. 

Tornadoes are known in many 
shapes from the funnel-shaped tornado 
of Wizard of Oz fame, to some who 
resemble ropes which dance and 
flutter. Others are seen moving in the 
clouds, and not at ground level. These 
may be creating havoc on the ground, 
but simply not picking up visible 
debris. The Great Tri-State Tornado 
of 1925 looked like a dark, menacing 
thunderstorm until it hit; the first 
and only warning being a loud 
“whoosh.” 

There are three types of tornadoes, 
according to the Atmospheric Sciences 
Section of the Illinois Water Survey. 
Small tornadoes with diameters of tens 
of yards and ground paths of one to 
two miles. This type appear as “danc¬ 
ing ropes.” Medium-sized tornadoes 
wtih diameters of 100 to 300 yards 
and a path of five to 15 miles will 
often appear as the traditional funnel 
and are potentially quite destructive. 
Large tornadoes with diameters of 
one-half to one and one-half miles and 
a path of up to 150 miles have funnels 
so large that they are seldom identifi¬ 
able as a funnel. They account for 
only 1 percent of all tornadoes, but 
cause 20 percent of all damage in the 
U.S. Most tornadoes are connected 
to the southwest corner of a thunder¬ 
storm cloud which is usually moving 
from southwest to northeast and, 
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because of this, a thunderstorm may 
have moved to the north of a site 
before its twister strikes. 

Predicting the time of occurrence 
by past performance, it seems that 
40 percent of all tornadoes in Illinois 
occur from 3-6 p.m. and 70 percent 
occur from 2-8 p.m. According to 
these facts, 15-20 percent of tornadoes 
will strike during the dark of night. 

Tornado watch and tornado warn¬ 
ing are not the same thing: 

Tornado watch: Informs public 
that conditions are favorable and 
probabilities highest for this type of 
storm. 

Tornado warning: Tells us a tor¬ 
nado has been sighted and we should 
seek shelter. 

Where you are when a tornado 
warning is sounded determines what 
safety measures you may initiate. 
Some general guidelines provided by 
the U.S. Department of Commerce, 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, and the National 
Weather Service include: 

In homes: The basement offers the 
greatest safety. Seek shelter under 
sturdy furniture if possible. In homes 

without basements, take cover in the 
center part of the house on the lowest 
floor and in a small room or closet. 
Keep some windows open, but stay 
away from them. 

In mobile homes: Mobile homes are 
particularly vulnerable to destructive 
winds. Proper tie-downs to prevent 
overturning will minimize damage. 
There should be a designated com¬ 
munity shelter where mobile home 
residents can assemble during a warn¬ 
ing. If there is no such shelter, do not 
stay in a mobile home during a tor¬ 
nado warning. 

In open country: If there is no time 
to find suitable shelter, lie flat in the 
nearest depression such as a ditch or 
ravine. 

In office building: Go to an interior 
hallway on the lowest floor, or to the 
designated shelter area. 

If a warning occurs while you are 
shopping, seek shelter inside a solidly 
built building. Avoid buildings with a 
wide free-span roof. Do not attempt a 
mad dash to your parked car. 

During unsettled weather, do not 
call your weather bureau except to 
report a tornado sighting. Following 
a storm, beware of structural damage 
in buildings, electrical hazards and fire 
hazards such as gas or oil leaks and 
broken electrical wires. 
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Illinois Rural Electric Co. 
Annual Meeting 

— Wednesday, July 17 — 

Scott County 4-H 
Fairgrounds, Winchester 

13 



Six WIPCO directors, counterclockwise from far right: 

Harvey Vortman of Bluffs, Donald Willard of West Point, 
Les Aei/ts of Carthage, Stanley Often of Modesto, Robert 
Smith of Barry and Roy Goode of Virden. 

25 years of achievement 
The past quarter century has been a 

period marked by several key 

milestones for Western Illinois Power 
Cooperative (WIPCO), a Jacksonville- 
based generation and transmission 
electric cooperative serving seven 
Western Illinois distribution coopera¬ 
tives. 

Robert E. (Ed) Gant of Winchester, 
president of the WIPCO board, said 
during his report at the cooperative’s 
25th annual meeting March 5 in Jack¬ 
sonville that over the 25 years there 
have been many significant achieve¬ 
ments for the benefit of the 
distribution cooperatives’ members. 
Addressing representatives of the seven 
member-systems, Gant noted several 

accomplishments, including: construc¬ 
tion of the Pearl generating station on 
the Illinois River, development of the 
WIPCO transmission system, collective 
billing procedures, establishment of 
long-term power agreements for capa¬ 
city needs with area power companies 
and municipal utilities, addition of 
capacity at Pearl, WIPCO’s partnership 
in the Clinton Power Station, and the 
cooperative’s new agreement for 
power pooling with Soy land Power 
Cooperative. 

Gant said the developments of 
WIPCO over the 25 years had pro¬ 
duced positive results for the seven 
member-systems, not only in the past 
but also for the future. 

“WIPCO entered in the agreement 
with Soy land (a federation of 15 
Illinois electric cooperatives) to pool 
their resources and operate as one 
entity in an effort to provide power to 
their 22 distribution cooperative- 
members at the lowest possible cost,” 
he said. The allied power cooperatives 
have successfully negotiated long-term 
power pooling and transmission agree¬ 
ments with Illinois Power Company 
entitling the combined entity to the 
use of about 400 megawatts of IP’s 
existing fossil-fired generating plants, 
he added. “Those agreements were 
effective this past January 1 and 
we believe they will help to hold down 
the rate of increase in the cost of 
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became the most steady, reliable worker the farmer or rancher had 
ever known. 

The fears that no one would ever use all the electric “juice” 
flowing through the new co-op’s power lines were dispelled as rural 
men and women flocked to the appliance stores on Main Street to 
purchase appliances and equipment. 

'As soon as we got Momma 
an iron, we got a radio' 
When rural people referred to “The Radio,” wrote essayist E. B. 

White, they meant “a pervading and somewhat godlike pres¬ 
ence which has come into their lives and homes.” 

‘The day we got our radio,” wrote one farm wife, “we put it in 
the kitchen window, aimed it out at the field, and turned it on full 
blast. During the first week, the men hated to be out of the sound of 
it.” 

Without doubt, the radio was the most desired and the most 
influential of all of the wondrous new appliances that came to the 
country with rural electrification. 

“As soon as we got Momma an electric iron, we got a radio,” was 
often heard. Indeed, the iron barely nudged out the radio as the most 
popular purchase. In home after home, Crosleys or Philcos became 
not only a center of information and entertainment but a place to 
proudly display family photos or other mementos. 

The Rural Electrification Administration recognized the potential 
as early as 1936, noting that “the city dweller looks upon radio 
solely as a means of entertainment; the farmer relies upon it for the 
betterment of his economic status as well.” 

Only two years later, REA reported a remarkable statistic: A 
survey of co-ops found that 86 percent of their members had a radio 
— even though the average project had been operating only eight 
months! 

The radio became a center 
of many rural families' 
social life. 

til — 
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HIGH WHEEL FACTORY SPECIALS 

r\r% INCH 

CUT 

Briggs & Stratton 
engines 

NowOnly$299.95 68. 

16” Ball Bearing Wheels 

Compare at $600 
“Sell’em 

or Keep’em” 
You Can’t Lose! 

Volume Discount on 3 or more 

8H.P. OVER 3.000 NEW FULLY ASSEMBLED 
/ 1985 RIDING MOWERS 

$499.9Sea. 
Compare at 76900 Tim raidmi M tu 

Fro. brochure while they lest. 
CONTINENTAL MFC. 

3205 E. Abrams St 
Arlington, TX 76010 

817-640-1198 
WRITE OR CALL ANYTIME 

[OTRECTI 
IFROM THE] 

ITROP'CSJ 
100% NATURAL 

j TEAS, SPICES, ANCIENT FOLK 
■ REMEDIES - without middlemen. 

| Order directly from where produced. 
•Send For FREE Catalog Today! ~ 
■CIA H o ~ jSIA, Dept. RE Box 979, 1002 San Jose, Costa Rica 

AMERICA’S FEVEST- 
THE LEADER 

FOR 39 YEARS! 
£ 

Martin 
Capp-Homes 

i7/e% CONSTRUCTION 
(A.P.R.) LOANS 

LONG-TERM MORTGAGE COMMITMENT 

Your MARTIN CAPP-HOME is delivered, 
rough-erected and financed. Interior 
materials furnished include oak trim 
and doors, 2"x 6" wall construction 
with R-19 insulation...quality materials 
throughout. Latest architectural 
designs, both standard and passive 
solar. All homes are energy efficient 
Competitive rate financing. 

WE ARE THE LEADER! 

BUY NOW! While the interest rate is lower! 

YOUR MARTIN MAN 
Bob Boose, PO Box 164 
Henry, IL 61537 
309/364-3825 or 364-3025 
MAIL COUPON BELOW FOR 
COMPLETE DETAILS. SEND 
$1.00 FOR HANDLING. 

MARTIN CAPP-HOMES, Dept. E15-051A 
6901 W. Old Shakopee Rd., Bloomington, MN 55438 
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Across the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Robert E. Gant 

Throughout the regular portion of this month’s Illinois 
Rural Electric News, several articles tell the story of rural 
electrification’s beginning and its effect on the rural areas 
that were almost forgotten territory 50 years ago. 

Rural electrification is celebrating its 50th anniversary, 
marking the signing of the Presidential Executive Order by 
Franklin Roosevelt on May 11, 1935. That order paved the 
way for federal assistance to rural areas generally unserved 
by private utilites. 

Your electric cooperative was one of the first coopera¬ 
tives in the nation to be organized; on May 21, 1936, 
leaders in this area established Illinos Rural Electric Co., 
and the first lines were energized about two years later. 
From those first 675 farms and homes served by that first 
606 miles of line, IREC has grown to serve nearly 10,000 
farms, homes and businesses in nine counties. 

Just as the nation’s rural electrification program is cele¬ 
brating its 50th birthday in 1985, IREC will celebrate its 
50th in 1986. 

This year IREC has one of its important services cele¬ 
brating its 25th anniversary. In 1960, the Member Service 
Department was created and this part of your cooperative 
provides a variety of valuable services for members: heating 
and cooling, farm and home wiring, insulation, appliances, 
water heaters, grain dryer wiring, underground service, 
equipment and wiring repair, wiring equipment sales, and 
other related services. 

In celebration of 50th anniversary of the rural electrifi¬ 
cation program and the 25th birthday of the IREC Member 
Service Department, there will be a display at the July 17 
annual meeting of many old photographs depicting the 
history of rural electrification nationwide and in the IREC 
area. You may even find yourself in some of the photos. We 
think this will be an interesting attraction for this year’s 
annual meeting. 

Getting ready for winter is normal, but we often over¬ 
look items we should do to prepare for summer. When fall 
arrives we begin to think of storm windows, having the fur¬ 
nace checked, weather stripping windows and doors, caulk¬ 

ing etc. But when summer arrives, it’s a different story. 
The change from winter to summer is so dramatic in 

itself on our personal comfort level that we don’t think of 
things which can be done to increase our summer comfort. 

So, while you’re planning to plant the garden or paint 
the house, give some thought to making your home more 
comfortable this summer. 

Whether you have an air conditioner or not, here are a 
few ways you can increase the comfort of your home for 
summer living. Here are a few: 

OUTDOOR SHADE: Devices like awnings, overhangs 
and sunscreens reduce solar gain through windows. 

CAULKING AND WEATHER STRIPPING: It’s just as 
important to keep heat outside during the summer as it is 
to keep it inside during the winter. 

STORM WINDOWS: Keeping storm windows on all year 
round in air conditioned spaces will help keep hot out¬ 
doors in the summer. 

SHADE TREES: Planting decidious trees on the south, 
east, and west sides of your home will provide shade and 
assist in keeping you cooler. 

Another means of cooling is a whole-house ventilating 
fan. These fans pull fresh air in through open windows 
and exhaust hot air through the attic. This prevents heat 
buildup in the attic and creates a gentle breeze throughout 
the entire house. Using about 250 watts, it can eliminate 
the need for air conditioning. 

While fans can eliminate the need for an air conditioner, 
they won’t be as effective. The temperature drop inside the 
home won’t be as great. More important, fans won’t elimi¬ 
nate humidity and on humid days, even though the temper¬ 
ature is reduced, you may still uncomfortable. 

Getting ready for summer takes some thought. But by 
doing so now, your comfort level will be greatly increased 
and your summer living more enjoyable. 
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Thirteen area students were finalists in the Cooperative's Youth to Washington Essay Contest. Front row, from left, are: 
George R. Lindsey (chaperone) of Winchester, State Senator Vince Demuzio, Leah Leeds of Rockport, Connie Wohlers of 
Franklin, Jessie Shive of Bluffs, Tina White of Winchester, Lori Capps of Rockport, Rachel Sipes of Winchester, Carrie 
Ruble of Pittsfield, Tina Booth of Rockport and State Representative Tom Ryder. Back row, from left are: Pol lee Stine- 
baker of Griggsville, Julie Bauer of Barry, Judy Griffeth of Pittsfield, Cindy Benz of Kane, Lance Ballard of Carrollton and 
chaperones Herman Ho! ford of Winchester and Jim Bettis of Winchester. Leah Leeds and Tina White were announced as 
winners of the week-long, all-expenses-paid tour to Washington June 7-14. 

13 participate in 'Youth Day' activities 
Thirteen area high school students 

were among 150 students who partici¬ 
pated in the special “Illinois Rural 
Electric Youth Day” activities in 
Springfield on April 24, sponsored in 
part by Illinois Rural Electric Co. of 
Winchester. 

Students from this area participat¬ 
ing in the day’s activities are: Cindy 
Benz, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Tom 
Benz, Route 1, Box 97, Kane; Lance 
Ballard, son of Mr. and Mrs. Larry J. 
Ballard, Route 1, Box 63, Carrollton; 
Tina White, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Ray White, Route 1, Box 20, Win¬ 
chester; Connie Wohlers, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Wohlers, Route 
1, Franklin; Jessie Shive, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Dewey Shive, Route 1, 
Box 68, Bluffs; Rachel Sipes, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Richard Sipes, Route 
1, Box 306, Winchester; Tina Booth, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ralph 
Booth, Route 1, Rockport; Leah 

Leeds, daughter of Mrs. Virginia 
Leeds, Route 1, Box 194, Rockport; 
Julie Bauer, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
A. D. Bauer, Route 2, Box 53, Barry; 
Judith Kay Griffeth, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Donald Griffeth, Route 1, 
Box 317, Pittsfield; Lori Capps, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Granville 
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Capps, Route 1, Rockport; Carrie M. 
Ruble, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ora 
Ruble, Route 1, Pittsfield, and Police 
Stinebaker, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Ron Stinebaker, Route 2, Griggsville. 

Illinois Governor James R. Thomp¬ 
son proclaimed the day as “Illinois 
Rural Electric Youth Day” in honor of 
students from throughout Illinois who 
are finalists in the annual “Youth to 
Washington” tour contest sponsored 
by electric cooperatives of Illinois. 

In signing the Executive Proclama¬ 
tion designating the day as “Illinois 
Rural Electric Youth Day,” the 
Governor expressed keen interest in 
these young people who are concerned 
with the future development and 
welfare of Illinois. “This program gives 
our future leaders a chance to express 
themselves and affords them an 
opportunity to learn about our govern¬ 
ment first-hand,” Thompson said. The 
essays this year dealt with “The 
Electric Cooperatives: 50 Years of 
Service to Rural America.” 

“Selected as finalists in the annual 
“Youth to Washington” contest spon¬ 
sored by Illinois Rural Electric Co., 
the 13 students from our area had a 
unique opportunity to see their state 
government in action and visit 

historical sites in Springfield,” IREC 
manager Robert E. Gant said. 

The group joined other high school 
students representing 12 other electric 
cooperatives from throughout Illinois 
in Springfield. The day-long activities 
were coordinated by the Association 

of Illinois Electric Cooperatives in 
Springfield. 

Activities during the day included a 
visit with area legislators, a tour of the 
State Capitol, a luncheon with an 
invited guest speaker, tours of the Old 
State Capitol, Lincoln’s Home, the 
Illinois State Museum and a special 
tour of the Executive Mansion. 

The IREC group closed the busy 
day with a dinner at which State 
Senator Vince Demuzio of Carlinville, 
State Representative Thomas Ryder of 
Jerseyville and State Representative 
Gary Hannig of Mt. Olive were special 
invited guests. The legislators 
announced the two winners of the 
all-expenses-paid tours to Washington. 
Selected as writers of the best essays 
were Tina White and Leah Leeds. They 
will join some 60 other Illinois high 
school students on the week-long tour 
to Washington, D.C., Gettysburg, 
Pennsylvania, and Baltimore, Mary¬ 
land, June 7-14. 
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A year of growth for SI PC 
Sales of electricity to member- 

cooperatives of Southern Illinois 

Power Co-operative (SIPC) increased 
by 2.2 percent in 1984, marking the 
largest annual increase in six years. In 
addition, officers reported during 
SIPC’s annual meeting March 28, the 
sale of surplus energy to other utilities 
combined with the higher member 

usage to produce solid gains for the 
federation of three Southern Illinois 
distribution electric cooperatives. The 
meeting was held at SIPC’s head¬ 
quarters at Lake of Egypt, south of 
Marion. 

Archie Hamilton of Ava, president 

14 

of the SIPC board of directors, said 
sales to member-systems totaled 
673,968 megawatt-hours in 1984. 
“The cost of energy to member- 
cooperatives remained stable through¬ 
out 1984,” Hamilton added, citing 
“tight control of operating costs and 
prudent management of cooperative 
assets” as primary factors in the effort 
to contain costs for consumers. 

SIPC is a generation and transmis¬ 
sion cooperative that provides electric 
power to Egyptian Electric Coopera¬ 
tive Association, Steeleville; South¬ 
eastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, 
Eldorado, and Southern Illinois 

Electric Cooperative, Dongola. The 
three distribution cooperatives serve 
more than 37,000 meters in 19 
counties. 

Manager James R. Chapman said 

the cooperative remains committed 
to utilizing Southern Illinois resources. 
“We purchased 886,944 tons of fossil 
fuel during 1984,” he said, “97 
percent from Southern Illinois mines.” 
He noted that coal costs have stabi¬ 
lized in recent years when compared 
with the rapid price increases from 
1976 through 1982, when coal prices 
climbed by about 80 percent. “From 
1982 through 1984, our fuel costs 
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Representative Terry Bruce meets 

taders from several electric coopera- 

i his district. Right: Representative Ed 

n with HHni and Corn Belt electric 

ative representatives. 

June 1985 

Left: Representative Lane Evans, left, talks 

with visitors from McDonough Power Coopera¬ 

tive. Below: Clinton County leaders listen to 

Representative Ken Gray, left. 

Left: Representative Harris Fawell with dele¬ 

gates from UHni and Corn Belt electric coop¬ 

eratives. Above: Representative Robert Michel 

with leaders of Spoon River and McDonough 

electric cooperatives. 



Illinois Rural Electric Co's annual meeting 
July 17, Scott County 4-H Fairgrounds, Winchester 

The Great Pretenders 
This is a high-energy program with up-beat tempos 

ranging from “The Great Pretender” to “Rock Around 
The Clock,” one of the top-selling records in history 

with more than 17 million copies sold to date. Wearing 
special costumes and performing in the Sha Na Na 
format, The Great Pretenders take their listeners through 
fast-paced sequences saluting the period when country 
pop blended with rock became a dominant factor on the 
American musical scene. The four vocalists comprising 
the front line of The Great Pretenders assisted by unique 
musical instrumentation that includes not one but two 
lead guitars, a bass guitar and drums. The sharp accen¬ 
tuation of tones by this musical group in accompanying 
the special arrangements of The Great Pretenders has 
resulted in a new and different musical style now known 
in the industry as the sound of The Great Pretenders. 
The Great Pretenders do not limit their programs to 
music alone. Incorporated into their routines is deft 
humor that reaches out to people of all ages and makes 
their presentation a fine blend of listening pleasure and 
fun. 

The Challengers 
A top attraction at the 1985 annual meeting of 

Illinois Rural Electric Co. on July 17 will be the out¬ 
standing song styling of The Challengers, one of the 
foremost country quartets, accompanied by their band. 

In earning the enviable reputation as one of country 
music’s finest vocal groups, The Challengers have 

entertained more than 300 fairs, festival and jamboree 
audiences in addition to regular club and theater perfor¬ 
mances. Utilizing a style somewhat reminiscent of the 
Statler Brothers, The Challengers present special arrange¬ 
ments of the best of country music including such 
numbers as “I Can’t Stop Loving You,” “That’s Where 
The Music Takes Me,” and “Come On In.” The smooth 
interpretation of “easy listening” music by The 

Challengers demonstrates why country music has always 
been an important part of America’s musical heritage. 
The four vocalists comprising the front line of The 
Challengers are ably assisted by unique instrumentation 
that includes not one but two lead guitars, a bass guitar 
and drums. The sharp accentuation of tones by this 
musical group in accompanying the special arrangements 
of The Challengers has resulted in a new and different 
musical style now known in the industry as the sound of 
The Challengers. The Challengers do not limit their pro¬ 
grams to music alone. Incorporated into their routines is 
deft humor that reaches out to people of all ages, and 
makes their presentation a fine blend of listening plea¬ 
sure and fun. 
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Your invitation to the 47th annual meeting 
Dear Member: 

Your Board of Directors joins me in extending to you an invitation to attend our big 47th Annual Meeting and 
Electrical Fair to be held at the Scott County 4-H Fair Association Building, Winchester, starting at 9:30 a.m., 
D.S.T., July 17, 1985. 

There will be country and western entertainment on stage throughout the day, in which our members have 
always displayed much interest. 

We hope that each of you will find time to come to our Annual Meeting this year, so that by your interest and 
cooperation we directors, who have tried in the past year to guide your cooperative, will find that you are 
backing us up. It will be a chance to meet old friends and acquaintances and, in general, have a good time. 

Around July 8, you will receive the program of the meeting. On the back cover, you’ll find a registration card 
which will save you time and possibly eliminate standing in line to register Annual Meeting Day. 

We’re hoping to see you! 

Harvey Vortman, President 

This is a very special year because 
Rural Electrification Administration 50th Anniversary — 1935-1985 
Illinois Rural Electric Co 49th Anniversary — 1936-1985 
Illinois Rural Electric Co.’s 
Member Service Department 25th Anniversary — 1960-1985 

< 

DRAWINGS FOR PRIZES 
from Exhibitors & IREC 

All Day Long! 

— For Co-op Members Only  

Early 

Bird Award 
-HxrtprrLnJr 

MICROWAVE 
FREE 

> J. 

TWELVE (12) MEMBERS WILL BE 
AWARDED $25.00 CREDIT ON THEIR 
ELECTRIC BILLS. 

Names will be drawn from those members 
registered at the Annual Meeting. 

Six (6) drawings will be made at 9:30 A.M., 
just ahead of the entertainment by The Great 
Pretenders. 

Six (6) drawings will be made throughout the 
morning program. 

June 1985 

© NRECA 

Business 
Meeting: 
(In the Morning) 

Elections of Directors 
Progress Reports 

Fairgrounds 
Exhibits 

Farm Automation Equipment 
Material Handling Equipment 

Heating — Cooling Systems 
Home Appliance & Enter¬ 

tainment Equipment 

< 

LUNCH - available on the grounds 
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Senators 
(Continued from page 5) 
need to be involved with.” 

Also addressing the luncheon, 
which was a midway point in a day of 
activity in the capital, was Senator 
John Maitland, of Bloomington and 
senator in the 44th Senate district. 

Maitland said, “The two-party 

system is alive and well and function¬ 
ing correctly and properly. Senator 
Demuzio and I are of opposite 
political parties, and yet we work for 
the common good of the entire W/z 

million people in the state of Illinois. 
“When I introduced legislation in 

the spring, I knew very well that all of 
that legislation would not be passed. 
But we do know for sure that when 
the General Assembly adjourns here 
on June 30, or July 1, 2 or 3 or 
whenever, the legislation that might 
happen to arrive on the Governor’s 
desk reflects the attitude of the ll1^ 
million people in Illinois. It’s a 
beautiful system; it works well. 

“Senator Demuzio and I both 
challenge you to work hard because 

you are the new generation that will 
assure that the two party-system 
continues to work.” 

Demuzio described the legislative 
process as “demanding,” pointing out 
that 1,642 pieces of legislation had 
been introduced in the Senate this 
session. “That means that, with the 16 
legislative committees that we have in 
the Senate and under our rules, by 
May 3 those bills must be subjected to 
scrutiny by our members and have 
some affirmative action if they are to 
proceed in the Illinois Senate this year. 
That means that in the next seven 
legislative days that we are here in 
session, committees will have in excess 
of 100 bills to consider.” 

The two senators also noted that 
several former participants in the rural 
electric youth program have gone into 
careers in state government and in the 
General Assembly. 

The students involved in the day of 
touring Springfield historic and 
government sites and visiting with 
senators and representatives from their 
home districts were finalists in various 
electric cooperative “Youth to Wash¬ 
ington” essay competitions. A number 
of the students on the Springfield 
tour, as winners of their local contests, 
will travel to Washington, D.C., June 
7-14. 

The day’s agenda for the students 
included tours of the Governor’s 
mansion, Lincoln Home, Old State 
Capitol, Illinois State Museum and the 
State Capitol, including both the 
Senate and House chambers. Several of 
the groups remained in Springfield 
after the day of touring and attended a 
legislative dinner visited by a number 
of their area senators and representa¬ 
tives. At the dinner were Senators 
Demuzio, Laura Kent Donahue of 
Quincy, Ralph Dunn of DuQuoin and 
Kenneth Hall of East St. Louis and 
Representatives Gary Hannig of Mt. 
Olive, Jeffrey Mays of Quincy, Tom 
Ryder of Jerseyville, Ron Stephens of 
Collinsville and Harry (Babe) Wood- 
yard of Chrisman. 

As has been the custom in past 
years, Governor Jim Thompson 
declared the day “Illinois Rural 
Electric Day” throughout the state. 
Thirteen electric cooperatives partici¬ 
pated and about 120 students 
attended the Springfield activities. 

Healthy; Wealthy 
and Wise! 
It makes good sense to 
protect your assets, and your 
health is one of your most 
valuable assets of all. Your 
good health enables you to 
work and provide all the 
things you and your family 
need. 

Now, while you’re healthy, is the time to 
make sure that you’re properly insured. 

By planning ahead, you can help provide 
a financially secure future for 
illness or injury strikes. 

Illinois Rural Electric Cooperatives and Telephone Cooperatives 
recommend that you take advantage of these plans: 

• Disability Income Protection • Major Medical Protection 

• Cancer Cost Supplement • Mutual Care (for those 65 and over) 

• Catastrophic Hospital Coverage • Life Insurance 

• Basic Hospital Coverage with Maternity Coverage 

These plans are underwritten by Mutual of Omaha and United of 
Omaha and available at Association Group rates. 

If you’d like to know more, just fill out and mail this coupon. 

Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative Association Insurance Plan 
Mutual of Omaha Insurance Company 
Mutual of Omaha Plaza, Omaha, NE 68131 

Please see that I receive full details on the plans 
available to me as an Illinois Electric Coop 
member. 
□ Income Protection □ Hospital □ Life 
□ Mutual Care □ Cancer □ Major Medical 

Name   

Address   

City  ZIP  

Phone   

Name of Co-op   

Mutual 
^OmohaSL/ 

Ppop/p you can count on... 

Life Insurance Affiliate: 
United of Omaha 

Mutual of Omaha 
Insurance Company 

Home Office: 
Omaha, Nebraska 
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Safety pays dividends 
for cooperatives 

A farmer stops by his grain bins and 
checks to see that the aeration fans are 
still running. Satisfied, he climbs back 
into his pickup and heads for the 
house to catch up on his computer 
work. 

As he nears the house he sees a 
small electric cooperative crew work¬ 
ing on the line. “No juice,” he thinks 
as he waves at the crew, “no computer 
work now.” He steps into the house, 
where his wife is watching a soap 
opera and the kids are busy with a 
video game. “That’s funny,” he muses, 
“they’re working on the lines, and 
we’ve still got electricity.” With no 
further thought, he busies himself at 
the computer. 

That is the way the electric cooper¬ 
atives of Illinois want it to be: a wave 
at the crew and no further thought, 
with downtime and consumer incon¬ 
venience minimized. 

That is why electric cooperative 
crews routinely work on “live” lines. 

But while “hot line” work makes life 
easier for electricity users, it adds a 
certain amount of risk to the employ¬ 
ees’jobs. With this is mind, the electric 
cooperatives of Illinois all work to 
make a somewhat dangerous job a lot 
safer, for the benefit of both employee 
and member-owner. 

Some 15 years ago, the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association 
established a training program to 
recognize cooperatives for outstanding 
safety achievements. This program, 
called the Rural Electric Systems 
Safety Accreditation Program, recog¬ 
nizes selected cooperatives with a 
Certificate of Excellence. 

Insurance costs 
The certificate is not just a plaque 

for electric cooperatives to hang on a 
wall. Earning the certification makes a 
cooperative eligible for significant 
reductions in insurance rates — a 
definite savings in the cost of opera¬ 
tion that can be passed on to the 

members. 
While much emphasis is placed on 

the safety of linemen as they work 
with electricity, there is more to 
making a cooperative a safe place to 
work than keeping them “on their 
toes.” A number of accidents are 
reported by office workers, and many 
of those suffered by outside crews are 
the more mundane kinds of things, 
such as splinters, scrapes and abrasions 
and strains. To really minimize such 
mishaps — and keep insurance costs 
down — all the employees of a cooper¬ 
ative have to be reminded constantly 
of the need to be alert and to work at 
avoiding injury. 

Awareness 
“The safety accreditation program 

is designed to instill in the coopera¬ 
tive’s directors, managers and employ¬ 
ees an increasing awareness of the 
importance of safety in their system 
operations, to increase their desire to 
operate safely and to educate them 
fully in the methods and procedures of 
promoting safe practices,” says Dave 
Diederich, director of training and 
safety for the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives. 

In order to qualify for the certifi¬ 
cate, a cooperative undergoes a strin¬ 
gent investigation requiring consider¬ 
able extra effort by its manager, board 
and employees. Most importantly, the 
cooperative must maintain a very low 
injury frequency rate for three years. 
The rate is calculated by a special 
formula called the Disabling Injury 
Index, which takes into account 
several factors, including number of 
accidents and the number of days a 
cooperative’s employees are off the 
job due to accidents. 

In addition to the written informa¬ 
tion an electric cooperative submits 
when applying for accreditation, three 
outside evaluators complete a detailed 
observation of its buildings, trucks and 
other vehicles, equipment and pole 
yard. 

“The most important part of 
earning this outstanding achievement,” 
Diederich says, “is the commitment to 
employee safety. The 14 Illinois 
cooperatives that have earned accredi¬ 
tation show that safety pays. Others 
are working toward certification and 
we hope they’ll have their certificates 
— and lower insurance rates — in 
the near future.” 
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Winchester ^ 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC CO. 

217-742-3128 

High Line News 
ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC CO. WINCHESTER, ILLINOIS 

(Above) Three high school students 
representing Illinois Rural Electric Co., 
Winchester, are among 50 from across 

Illinois in Washington, D.C., who parti¬ 
cipated June 7-14 in the "Youth to 
Washington" Tour of Illinois electric 

cooperatives. From left are: Leah L. 

Leeds of Rockport, Tina R. White of 
Winchester, Connie Wohlers of Frank¬ 

lin, and Richard S. Hiatt, tour director 

for the Association of Illinois Electric 

Cooperatives. The students' itinerary 

during the week included visits to 

government and historic sites in the 
Washington area and meetings with 

Illinois Senators and Representatives, 

as well as a side tour to Gettysburg, 
Pa. (Right) George Lindsey, Member 
Service Manager for IREC, helps the 
three students move luggage from car 
trunk to the bus for the trip, which 

began in Springfield. 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS 



George Claus closes out IREC career ” 

George Claus, left, of Milton, who retired after a career of nearly 37 years with 
Illinois Rural Electric Co., Winchester, talks with Robert E. Gant, right, IREC 
manager. Claus' retirement was effective June 1. He had served as area service¬ 
man for the Milton area since 1961. 

When George Claus of Milton went 
to work for Illinois Rural Electric Co. 
(IREC), the job was supposed to last 
two weeks, he said. 

In the next 36 years and nine 
months, Claus, who retired June 1, 
built a record of service to members of 
the Winchester-based electric coopera¬ 
tive and rural electrics across the state 
and to the Milton and Pike County 
community in which he lives. 

“That ‘two weeks’ never ended,” 
Claus said. “My first job with Illinois 
Rural was digging holes on a transmis¬ 
sion line going from Milton to Hardin. 
The work was supposed to last two 
weeks. There was lots of construction 
going on then. I went from one job to 
another,” he said as he talked about 
the September 12, 1948, beginning 
with IREC. 

At the time of his retirement, 
Claus, 60, was serviceman for the 
Milton area, where he had served since 
1961. Before that he had been service¬ 
man in the Barry area, from 1957. 
From 1948 until he entered the Army 
in 1951, Claus worked on cooperative 
construction crews. After returning 
from military service in 1953, he 
began work on a line crew. In 195 5, he 
went to work on the first IREC 
“hot line” crew. He became an area 
serviceman two years later. 

It was in hot line work that Claus 
achieved a statewide reputation. A 
student at the first Hot Line School 
for Illinois electric cooperatives, Claus 
later became an instructor for the 
annual training and safety session, 
teaching electric cooperative and other 
electric utility personnel the tech¬ 
niques involved in safely servicing hot 
electric lines. (Hot line work involves 
working on energized electric lines, 
enabling the cooperative to maintain 
continuity of service to consumers 
along the affected line. Such work and 
training requires a great deal of exper¬ 
tise.) 

Claus served as an instructor for 10 
of the annual hot line training sessions, 
both in Carbondale and at the present 
site, Lincoln Land Community College 
in Springfield. He instructed line 
personnel in hot stick and rubber 
gloving techniques. 

His utility work continues after 
retirement from IREC. As president of 
the village board in Milton, a position 
he has held for 20 years (22 years in 
all as a board member), Claus is 
involved in getting the town’s new 
sewer system installed, although he 
admitted, “I’ll be involved in that, but 
if I decide to go some place, I’ll get up 
and go.” 

His community service has 
extended to education; he was on 
the Pittsfield Unit 10 school board for 
three years. He has been a Mason for 
37 years, belongs to American Legion 
Post No. 152 in Pittsfield and is a 
member of the Milton Christian 
Church. 

The Hot Line School was not the 
only place Claus taught others the 
skills he had acquired over the years. 
He worked for some 25 years with 4-H 
organizations in several counties to 
teach youngsters proper wiring, taught 
in the IREC adult wiring schools 
and for five years has taught electrical 
wiring courses for John Woods Com¬ 
munity College. 

Born in Jacksonville, Claus was 
raised and educated in Milton. Before 
working for IREC, he worked in an 
auto garage and farmed. Claus is the 
father of two daughters: Cynthia 
Geard of Pittsfield and Diana Harsh- 
man of Milton. He has two grand¬ 
children: Tara Harshman, 7, and 
Jordan Geard, 1. Claus’ wife of 29 
years, Erma, died this past November. 

Although Claus has seen consider¬ 
able change over the nearly 37 years 
with IREC, he said the development of 
hydraulic equipment to dig and help 
erect poles provided the biggest 
change. “Back then, we had to dig by 
hand,” he added. 

“I’d like to thank the members in 
the Pike County area who helped me 
do my job over the years and thank 
fellow workers at Illinois Rural for 
their cooperation,” Claus said. 

In addition to the Milton project, 
Claus says he plans “some fishing and 
a little electrical work” in his retire¬ 
ment years. Fellow employees 
honored him at a retirement dinner in 
Winchester June 7. 
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• No. 4721 is cut in sizes 6,8,10,12,14,16,18,20. 
• No. 432 - Silly Scarecrow - is 36 inches tall, transfers and 
directions. 
• No. 9344 is cut in Women's Waist Sizes 31, 33, 35, 37, 39, 
41 y2 inches. See pattern for yardages. 

• No. 9284 is cut in sizes 10V2, 1272, 1472, 1672, 18/2, 2072, 
2272, 2472, 2672. Size 1472 (bust 37) takes 2-3/4 yards 45-inch. 
• No. 4892 is cut in sizes 1072, 1272, 1472, 1672, 1872, 2072, 
2272, 2472. 
• No. 4751 is cut in sizes 6,8,10,12,14,16,18, 20. 

• No. 665 - Sunbonnet Girls - uses 5 fabrics, applique and 
embroidery, measures about 69" x 96". 
• No. 4616 is cut in sizes 6,8,10,12,14,16,18,20. 
• No. 9354 is cut in sizes 6, 8, 10, 12,14, 16,18,20. Size 12 
(bust 34) takes 2-7/8 yards 45-inch fabric. 

• No. 7001 - Baby Lamb Quilt - is colorful patchwork and 
ruffle about 36" x 42" ruffle included. 
• No. 9450 is cut in Women's Sizes 34, 36, 38,40,42,44,46, 
48,50. 
• No. 9409 is cut in sizes 1072, 127-, 1472, 1672, 1872, 2072, 
2272, 2472, 267z. 

PATTERNS 
I  
| TO: PATTERNS 

Illinois Rural Electric News 
j P.O. Box 3787 

Springfield, 111. 62708 

I Print Name  

Address 

City   

1— 

State Zip 

I have enclosed $ ($2.75 per pattern - cash, 
check or money order accepted) for the following 
patterns (please allow four weeks for delivery): 

Pattern No. Size Pattern No. Size 
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Across the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Robert E. Gant 

Key to power supply 
for 22 cooperatives 

Western Illinois Power Cooperative (WIPCO), Illinois 
Rural Electric Co.’s wholesale power supplier, has entered 
into an agreement with Soyland Power Cooperative where¬ 
by the two organizations will pool power supply opera¬ 
tions. 

The agreement, which went into effect January 1, 1985, 
will provide for an economy of scale in these operations not 
otherwise possible. 

Soyland/WIPCO also recently entered into a historic 
agreement with Illinois Power for long-term power supply, 

which will ensure the availability of energy capacity to 
meet the needs of the two cooperative’s members. 

More than 150,000 central Illinois electric cooperative 
members can expect stable electric rates in the late 1980s 
thanks to pooled power supply planning and operations of 
two Illinois generation and transmission cooperatives. The 
two organizations are pooling their operations, personnel 
and other costs along with their power supply facilities to 
halt the spiraling cost of electricity that has plagued rural 
electric consumers since the mid 1970s. Under the joint 
operating agreement that made the pooled operations 
possible, the two cooperatives may completely merge their 
organizations by July 1986. 

The history 
Soyland Power Cooperative, based in Decatur, was 

organized in 1963 and today serves as the wholesale power 
supplier to 15 electric distribution cooperatives and their 
105,000 local members and their families. Western Illinois 
Power Cooperative (WIPCO) was organized in 1960 to 
develop a reliable supply of wholesale power for its seven 
member-cooperatives and their 45,000 members located in 
west-central Illinois. Its headquarters are in Jacksonville. 

Prior to January 1, 1985, WIPCO generated approxi¬ 
mately 30 percent of the electric energy it distributed to its 
members at the 22 megawatt coal-fired generating station 

and 22 megawatt gas turbine generator it owns on the 
banks of the Illinois River near Pearl. It also owns one oil- 
fired peaking unit located in Pike County north of Pitts¬ 
field and one unit in Scott County south of Winchester. 
WIPCO supplemented the production of its own units with 
wholesale purchases from Illinois Power Company and 
Central Illinois Public Service Company. At the same time, 
Soyland was purchasing all the energy requirements of its 
15 member-cooperatives from Illinois Power, CIPS and 
Central Illinois Light Company. 

In the early 1970s when electric energy loads were grow¬ 
ing at 7 to 8 percent annually and the cost of wholesale 
power from investor-owned utilities was skyrocketing, 
WIPCO and Soyland entered into contracts with Illinois 
Power Company to purchase 9.5 percent and 10.5 percent 
ownership shares respectively in the nuclear Clinton Power 
Station which Illinois Power was building in DeWitt 
County. That plant was started at a time when fossil fuels 
were increasingly in short supply, environmental fears made 
it appear unlikely new large-scale, coal-fired plants could be 
constructed and nuclear power appeared to be becoming 
“too cheap to measure.’’ 

The options 
The electric cooperatives had been told their long-term 

wholesale purchase contracts would be terminated and were 
told that they should look elsewhere for power supply. As 
they considered their options in the early 1970s to acquire 
their own generating capacity, they elected to take advan¬ 
tage of a rule of the United States Atomic Energy Commis¬ 

sion that required builders of nuclear power plants to offer 
shares of ownership to smaller municipal and cooperative- 
owned utilities. As a result of that rule, WIPCO now owns 
9.5 percent of the Clinton Station, Soyland 10.5 percent 
and Illinois Power the remaining 80 percent. Illinois Power 
is responsible for construction and all plant operations 
while the two cooperative federations are responsible for 
their proportionate share of plant costs. 

At the time the two cooperatives decided to participate 
in the nuclear Clinton project, it was an excellent and logi¬ 
cal business decision. However, the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission has made many changes in the regulations 
governing the design and construction of Clinton that have 
resulted in numerous delays. Over the past decade, high 
inflation and high interest rates have caused construction 
costs to escalate. The total direct construction costs of the 
plant, not including interest expense, is projected to be 
$2.5 billion when it enters commercial service in November 
1986. As Clinton costs mounted, Soyland and WIPCO 
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began seeking alternatives to lessen the impact of the 
plant’s high capital cost on rates paid by their members. Of 
the many options considered, the concept of joint opera¬ 
tions and pooling offered the greatest promise of cost 
control, secure power supply and rate stability for the two 
power supply organizations and their 22 member-coopera¬ 
tives. 

Power pooling pulls 
co-ops together 

Since January 1, 1985, Soyland Power Cooperative and 
Western Illinois Power Cooperative have operated as a 
single power supply organization, combining personnel and 
energy requirements to gain economies of scale. Soyland/ 
WIPCO have entered into a power coordination agreement 
with Illinois Power Company under which the cooperatives 
are receiving 400 megawatts of capacity from IP’s fossil 
fueled generating plants and the right to use the company’s 
transmission and subtransmission system. All capacity 
owned by three participants, including the WIPCO Pearl 
Station, the IP fossil facilities and the Clinton Station, upon 
its completion, are being operated as a single power pool 
and dispatched out of IP’s modern dispatching center in 
Decatur. 

Other provisions of the agreement between Soyland/ 
WIPCO and IP limit the cooperatives’ total direct construc¬ 
tion cost of the Clinton Power Station to $450 million. 
Should their share of the cost of the plant exceed that 
limit, the cooperatives’ combined 20 percent ownership 
share will be reduced proportionately. Soyland/WIPCO 
have also been relieved of their responsibility to construct 
a portion of a transmission line to connect Clinton to the 
statewide power transmission grid. That obligation could 
have required Soyland/WIPCO to invest another $70 
million on top of Clinton’s capital costs. 

Soyland/WIPCO are also negotiating with Central 
Illinois Public Service Company for approximately 250-300 
megawatts of capacity to meet their remaining power 
supply requirements. 

Pooling arrangement 
an innovative plan 

A central dispatching management system for electricity 
could mean a savings of between $37 and $57 million for 
Illinois consumers and result in more than 150 new jobs for 
Illinois coal industry alone, Commerce Commission Chair¬ 
man Philip R. O’Connor said recently. 

Speaking at a press conference April 30 at the Capitol, 
O’Connor said a recent study by Commerce Commission 
staff of four major electric utilities found Illinois’ current 
decentralized system of transferring electricity between 
utilities is not optimally efficient and generally results in 
higher costs to consumers than would be the case with a 
coordinated system. 

“The potential exists for a tremendous savings for con¬ 
sumers as well as a chance to re-invest in our state’s coal 
reserve,” O’Connor said. 

The central dispatch system proposed by O’Connor is 
very similar to the power pooling arrangement implemented 

January 1 between Soyland and Western Illinois Power 
Cooperatives and Illinois Power Company. Illinois Power 
Company is dispatching power to its customers and the 
members of the 22 electric distribution cooperatives served 
by WIPCO and Soyland. The generation capacity of Soy¬ 
land, WIPCO and IP has been pooled, along with the three 
organizations’ loads and the most economical generation 
available is used to meet the three systems’ needs. 

Central dispatch achieves savings by increasing the use 
of electric plants which have low operating costs while 
decreasing the use of plants with high operating costs, such 
as those that use higher priced oil and Western states’ coal. 

Under a system of central dispatch, a single dispatcher 
would determine which plant was producing electricity at 
the lowest cost at any given point in the day and direct that 
plant to distribute the electricity to consumers throughout 
the state. 

O’Connor pointed out that electric utilities in the state 
commonly purchase power from each other, but the savings 
from a central dispatch system would be three to four times 
as great. 

The study focused on Commonwealth Edison, Illinois 
Power, Central Illinois Public Service and Central Illinois 
Light Company. The companies serve Illinois exclusively 
and supply 95 percent of the electric energy produced by 
non-municipal utilities. 

Their use of a mix of fuels — coal, uranium, and oil — 
means wide variations in the cost of energy production. 

“The implementation of a central dispatch system in 
Illinois last year, for example, could have increased the 
demand for Illinois coal by 676,000 tons,” O’Connor said. 
“That means an additional $22.3 million pumped back into 
our flagging coal industry and the creation of more than 
500 additional service and support jobs as the dollars move 
through the Illinois economy. 

“We have the opportunity to cut out the tangle of the 
current distribution system and replace it with a more effi¬ 
cient, direct system that allows consumers to receive the 
most economical electricity available at the moment,” he 
said. 

Commissioner Stanford Levin said, “The efficiencies of 

central dispatching would allow Illinois consumers to 
realize a savings on their utility bills, money which con¬ 
sumers could spend on other goods and services in the 
state. 

“It also means an increase in badly needed job oppor¬ 
tunities for coal miners and other skilled laborers,” he said. 
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Francis Toppmeyer (center front) is the newest member of the board of directors of Illinois Rural Electric Co. Topp- 
meyer, a Calhoun County grain and hog farmer who lives near Golden Eagle, was elected to a three-year term Wednesday, 
July 17, at the cooperative's 47th annual meeting in Winchester. Three other members were reelected to three-year terms. 
From left are William Griswold of Rockbridge, James Brannan of Eldred and Jeral Miller of Pittsfield. At the right is 
Robert E. Gant, manager. 

Toppmeyer elected to board 
during 47th annual meeting 

Francis J. Toppmeyer of Golden 
Eagle (Calhoun County) has been 
elected to his first three-year term as a 
director of Illinois Rural Electric Co. 
(IREC). Toppmeyer’s election took 
place during the 47th annual meeting 
of the Winchester-based member- 
owned electric cooperative Wednes¬ 
day, July 17, in Winchester. Three 
other members were reelected to 
three-year terms: James Brannan of 
Eldred, William Griswold of Rock¬ 
bridge and Jeral Miller of Pittsfield. 
Toppmeyer replaces Ralph J. Brangen- 
berg of Kampsville, who declined to 
seek reelection. 

The election of directors was one of 
several matters of cooperative business 
conducted during the annual meeting. 
Board president Harvey Vortman of 
Bluffs and manager Robert E. Gant 

made their annual reports to the 
membership and E. H. Williams, 
general manager of Soyland Power 
Cooperative, and James Greenwood, 
Soyland manager of power supply, 
discussed future power supply. 

Vortman called members’ attention 
to the 50th anniversary of rural 
electrification and the 47 years of 
Illinois Rural Electric Co.’s service to 
rural areas in Adams, Brown, Calhoun, 
Cass, Greene, Jersey, Macoupin, 
Morgan, Pike and Scott counties. 

“It is a special time to review past 
achievements and to gather strength 
for the future,” Vortman said. Before 
the establishment in 1935 of the Rural 
Electrification Administration, Vort¬ 
man said, “Fewer than 11 percent 
of American farms had electric service, 
but it was clear that the nation’s com¬ 

mercial power companies were not 
going to remedy that severe rural 
disability. 

“That’s when rural Americans 
moved aggressively to provide electric 
service for themselves. Their objective 
was not to own electric utilities for 
dollar gain, but simply to obtain a 
service that would make them a 
significant part of the modern world.” 

Vortman outlined the cooperatives’ 
partnership with the federal govern¬ 
ment, noting the long-standing loan 
program that has helped rural electric 
cooperatives to bolster this nation’s 
farm economy over the 50 years of 
rural electrification. 

Gant pointed out that the 50th 
year for rural electrification is also the 
25th year for Western Illinois Power 
Cooperative (WIPCO), IREC’s power 

August 1985 10c 



supplier. “In the early 1960s, when 

wholesale power costs were skyrocket¬ 

ing, through the WIPCO organization, 

the seven distribution cooperatives 

were able to build additional generat¬ 

ing capacity and additional transmis¬ 

sion lines to provide the additional 

power needed by its member coopera¬ 

tives when power loads were growing 

at seven to eight percent per year,” he 

said. 

He added that loads continued to 

grow at that pace through the early 

1970s, but wholesale power costs 

charges to WIPCO by other utilities 

were again climbing rapidly and the 

cooperatives found themselves faced 

with the choice of finding other 

sources of wholesale power at these 

increasing costs or building additional 

generating capacity. 

The decision was made to purchase 

a part of the nuclear Clinton Power 

Station being built by Illinois Power 

Company. High interest rates and high 

inflation, plus increased regulation 

brought on by the Three Mile Island 

plant incident, pushed costs at Clinton 

much higher than anticipated. The 

cooperatives negotiated with IP to 

limit their financial liability in Clinton 

and they also secured a long-term 

agreement with IP for generating 

output of IP fossil-fueled plants on an 

“as-if-owned” basis. During this time, 

WIPCO and Soyland Power Coop¬ 

erative, made up of 15 electric cooper¬ 

atives, entered into a power pooling 

agreement. These happenings, Gant 

said, will ultimately save IREC mem¬ 

bers about four cents per kilowatt- 

hour over other choices available to 

WIPCO and Soyland. 

“The pooling concept means that 

the cooperatives will no longer be 

forced to depend on short-term 

wholesale contracts which usually have 

rapidly escalating costs,” Gant said. 

Williams followed up Gant’s com¬ 

ments by saying that the cooperatives 

had thoroughly investigated the possi¬ 

bility of getting out of the agreement 

with IP on the Clinton plant and 

found that such action would cost 

more than to see the plant through to 

full operation. He said the coopera¬ 

tives, with the nuclear and fossil fuel 

generation available, have a good mix 

of power sources. “The next few years 

will be rough, but we’ll be in good 

Top: Harvey Vortman (left) of Bluffs and Howard Hu rre!brink of Winchester are 
two of three persons who received Illinois Rural Electric Co. Pioneer awards 
during the annual meeting. Also receiving the award but unable to attend the 
meeting was Richard Myers, Sr., of Griggsville. Vortman has served as a director 
since 1953, Hurrelbrink since 1938 and Myers was a director from 1938 to 
1975. Bottom: Another large crowd turned out for the meeting. 

shape in the future,” he added. 

Treasurer Howard Hurrelbrink of 

Winchester reported that operating 

revenue for the year 1984 was 

$9,626,897, of which $6,447,050, or 

67 percent, went for purchased power. 

Net margins for the year were 

$369,167. Average kilowatt-hour con¬ 

sumption per month increased slightly, 

to 85 5, he added. 

Following the annual meeting, the 

board met in reorganizational session 

and reelected officers: Vortman, presi¬ 

dent; Griswold, vice president; Glen R. 

Pulliam of New Canton, secretary; 

Hurrelbrink, treasurer; Brannan, assis¬ 

tant secretary, and J. M. Sapp of 

Pleasant Hill, assistant treasurer. Other 

directors in addition to the reelected 

directors and officers are Joseph Clegg 

of Jacksonville, John Early of White 

Hall and Ron Myers of Griggsville. 
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and some people believe they are ille¬ 
gal. “That’s not true,” he emphasizes, 
adding, “it’s perfectly legal to pull in 
unscrambled signals for viewing on 
TV.” And, he says, about 80 percent 
of the programming a dish is likely to 
receive is not scrambled. Most scram¬ 
bled channels are Canadian, carry 
adult material only, or carry no com¬ 
mercial messages and must rely on 
subscription income. 

“They scramble, then charge a sub¬ 
scription fee for the decoder,” he says, 
“and we agree that they should be able 
to profit from their programming. We 
offer legal, subscription-paid unscram¬ 
bling for some of the channels that 
scramble. The charge is billed through 
IT A, just like the other charges are.” 

If any one word were used to 
describe the product lines — and there 
are 16 packages available — through 
ITA, it would have to be “quality.” 

“There are a lot of inexpensive 
units on the market,” Scott says, “but 
we’re offering only the higher quality 
equipment, and leaving the cheaper 
stuff alone. We’ve found that in the 
long run, that practice will save you 
money and prevent headaches.” 

DELUXE FOLDING SCISSORS 79c 
An open & shut case ol convenience Quality steel blafles. cushionec 

plastic handies, ingeniously engineered to fold to absolutely safe 3' size 

to slip easily into pocket, purse, sewing kit. first aid kit glove compart¬ 
ment tackle box. etc Great for in-store coupon clipping Vinyl case 

included A great value at only 79c Pr.. 2 Pr $i 50. 6 Pr. S4.25 

1 Dz S7 95 ppd Fund Raisers write for quantity prices Money-back 

guarantee Pts allow up to 6 weeks for delivery 

TWO BROTHERS. INC. Dept. FS-644 

1602 Locust St. St. Louis. MO 63103 

THE FINEST PECANS 
• For FUND RAISING 
• For BUSINESS GIFS 
• For PERSONAL USE 

Meaty, flavorful new crop pecans, 
all picked with care from our Georgia groves, processed and 
shipped fresh from pur spotless plant. 
ACE PECAN is your direct source for a complete variety of 
nutmeats-walnuts. pistachios, almonds, cashews, brazils and 
mixed nuts. There is nothing in your local grocery store that 
compares in size, quality and just-picked freshness 
WRITE FOR FREE INFORMATION! Brochure. Wholesale Prices. How 

To Sell" Brochure, and SAMPLE OFFER. Learn how organizations 

profit with our fund-raising program! 

Ninth and Halts Street 
Dept. 874 

P.O.Box 65 
Cordete, Georgia 31015 

Call TOIL FRS1-800-323-0775 Dept. 874 

lesh receivers are less obtrusive than solid 
mes and withstand wind loads better. 

A subsidiary 
of DeVAC, Inc. 

windows, u(&. 

FREE 

Is your money going 
out your windows? 
Find out how much 
with a FREE AIR- 
LOSS ANALYSIS 

FIELD AIR TESTING 
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UPPER SASH 
POCKET 
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INTERLOCKING 
MEETING RAIL 
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antee 

WRAP-AROUND 
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I—* air test in my home. 
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Across the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Robert E. Gant 

Clinton update 
The Clinton Power Station is approximately 96 percent 

completed, according to Jim Greenwood, who is the Soy- 
land/WIPCO onsite expert. Scheduled fuel loading is 
January 1986, commercial operation is scheduled for July 
1986, and scheduled full-power operation is November 
1986. 

Jim is quite confident that those schedules will be met. 
The plant is a beehive of activity with over 7,900 people on 
site pushing to meet the deadlines and to pass all of the 
many quality control inspections. 

The final few months before start-up will be used for 
system testing. 78.2 percent of the plant systems have been 
turned over to the start-up groups. Initial operation and 
testing has been completed on 74.2 percent and full func¬ 
tional testing is complete on 21.9 percent. 

There are several independent inspection and audit 
teams on site reviewing the activities. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission teams visit the site regularly to assess the level 
of construction progress at a given time to assess the achiev- 
ability of the present schedule. 

I’m sure you are aware that Illinois Power Company 
recently announced that the projected final cost of the 
plant had risen again. When you hear such reports, keep in 
mind that we have reached our investment cap and that our 
construction costs will not rise along with Illinois Power 
Company’s costs, although our percentage of ownership in 
the plant will decrease. Each report that I receive is more 
encouraging. 

One-way lines 
Maintenance activities are very important to a rural elec¬ 

tric system, for any equipment failure usually means an 
outage. 

In rural areas it is nearly impossible, impractical, and 
unbelievably expensive to build a “loop” that would ensure 
that each home or farm would have two sources or two 
lines that bring power. In cities, the lines are up and down 
each block, and can be tied together to form circles or 

“loops,” in which power can come from either direction. 
Often the equipment repair can be made without having 

homes out of power. It’s not a problem in urban areas, 
because the blocks are laid out in squares, and the homes 
are all close together. 

Out in the country, on the other hand, the lines are all 
one way, and power cannot be restored until whatever 
caused an outage is located and repaired. Finding and 
repairing possible problems, before an outage, is the reason 
for maintenance work. 

Meter testing 
Another maintenance project is meter testing, one that 

is important for a different reason. Seldom does an electric 
meter cause an outage, but the meter is a device that affects 
each member very directly, because all of the assessments 
we make to our members, except the $8 facility charge and 
tax, are based on the number of kilowatt-hours used. 

It is very important for all members that meters are 
accurate. Older meters tend to slow down with the action 
of dirt and sediment on the moving parts, and older meters 
were designed for smaller amounts of power. 

The modern household and farm have larger electrical 
requirements than the old four-dial meters were designed 
for, and we are replacing these. 

Meter seal penalty 
Your board of directors has initiated a policy calling for 

tighter controls on missing or abused meter seals on mem¬ 
bers’ premises. While the largest percentages of IREC 
members are honest and do not attempt to divert power or 
otherwise avoid paying for the power they use, there are 
those who do tamper with their electric meter. If one mem¬ 
ber steals electricity from the cooperative, all members pay. 

At the start of 1985, IREC crews began installing new 
meter seals on meters in the service area. When the project 
is completed, every meter will have been resealed. There 
will be a $50 charge for missing or broken meter seals. 

Your elected board of directors, who pay the same rates 
as other members, adopted this policy after careful review 
of the costs to your cooperative for diverted power and 
damaged meters. 

No one is authorized to remove a meter seal except 
IREC employees. If you need to make any changes in 
your service you should call, in advance, your serviceman in 
your area or call Illinois Rural Electric Co. in Winchester. 
Phone 217/742-3128 and someone will be sent out to your 
home or farm and remove the meter and return to replace 
your meter and reseal it after your work has been com- 

14 ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS 



R. J. Myers, Sr., of Griggsville (seated center) received the Illinois Rural Electric Co. Pioneer Award at his home August 6. 
The presentation was made by IREC manager Robert E. Gant of Winchester (standing). Directors Howard Hurrelbrink of 
Winchester (seated left) and Harvey Vortman of Bluffs (seated right) received the award July 17. Myers served on the 
IREC board for 37 years. 

Myers presented IREC Pioneer Award 
R. J. Myers, Sr., of Griggsville, a leader in the develop¬ 

ment of Illinois Rural Electric Co. and a 37-year director, 
received the IREC Pioneer Award August 6 at his home. 
The presentation was made by Robert E. Gant, manager. 
Two current directors, Howard Hurrelbrink of Winchester 
and Harvey Vortman of Bluffs, received awards on July 17. 

The Pioneer Award, presented to electric cooperative 
leaders as part of the nationwide celebration of the 50th 
anniversary of rural electrification, went to three IREC 
leaders. Vortman, who has served on the board since 1953, 
and Hurrelbrink, who has been a director since 1938, 
received their awards during the annual meeting of IREC 
members on July 17. Myers was first elected to the board 
of IREC in 1938 and served a series of terms until he 
stepped down as a director in 1975. 

May 11 marked the 50th anniversary of the signing of 
the Executive Order by President Franklin Roosevelt 
establishing the Rural Electrification Administration, 

pleted, at no cost to IREC members. 
The new meter seals will have serial numbers, which will 

be recorded at our office. 
The accurate registration of every meter on our system is 

beneficial to all members. Proper registration of all usage 
and payment of all accounts protect each member from 
paying more than his or her fair share. 

making it possible for member-owned electric cooperatives 
to organize to serve areas too sparsely settled for investor- 
owned utilities to provide service. 

Each plaque awarded to the Pioneers praised the recip¬ 
ients for their efforts at establishing, organizing or develop¬ 
ing IREC into a distribution electric cooperative serving 
more than 9,600 member-consumers in 10 counties. 

The recipients were also presented copies of the book 
“The Next Greatest Thing,” a tribute to the 50 years of 
rural electrification. The title comes from the testimony of 
a rural Tennessee man in the 1930s who had just received 
electricity and told a church gathering that the “greatest 
thing in the world was to have the love of God in your 
heart, and the next greatest thing was to have electricity in 
your home.” 

“Thanks to these three men, who have helped our 
cooperative so much, we do have electricity in our homes,” 
Gant said during the presentation to Myers. 

Members planning electrical changes will want to make 
certain that proper arrangements are made with Illinois 
Rural Electric Co. to have their meter removed. 

The unauthorized breaking of a meter seal will result in 
an extra $50 on your next month’s electric bill. 

We don’t want to have to make these charges to the 
members, so please cooperate with our policy. 
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The ITCA board of directors, from left: Kenneth Diers of Smithshire, Dennis Cornwell of Quincy, Raynold Eggemeyer of 
Chester (alternate for Leland Luthy of Marissa), Dale Chenoweth of Table Grove, Charles Atteberry of O'sne and Marvin 
Scott of Belle Rive. 

New laws protect rural telephone users 
New legislation should help insu¬ 

late local telephone companies, 
including the state’s six telephone 
cooperatives, and their consumers 

from unfair competition and com¬ 
panies ill-prepared or unqualified to 
provide reliable and equitable dial tone 
service in their service areas. That was 
the good news from the last Illinois 
legislative session as reported by Jack 
Tharp, executive vice president of 
the Illinois Telephone Association, at 
the annual meeting of the six-mem¬ 
ber Illinois Telephone Cooperative 
Association held in Springfield on July 
24. Tharp said the new laws provide 
three major tests that a competitor has 

to pass before being permitted to 
encroach on their service areas. 

The tests are: (1) getting certified 
by the Illinois Commerce Commission 
to provide service in an area that 
already has service from a local com¬ 
pany, (2) proof of technical ability to 
provide that service, and (3) proof that 
the existing carrier would not be 
adversely affected by the intrusion and 
that its customers would not suffer 
higher rates because of the newcomer’s 
operations. 

Tharp also reported on the new 
interstate toll message tax bill that was 
then awaiting the governor’s signature. 
Governor James Thompson signed the 

compromise legislation August 1, 
putting it into effect on his signature 
and providing for a 5 percent tax on 
interstate toll calls with the money 
collected being allocated between the 
state’s General Revenue and Common 
School funds. 

Earl W. Struck, director of the 
Legal and Public Affairs Department, 
AIEC, reviewed the past year in 
monitoring state legislative and execu¬ 
tive activities affecting the ITCA. He 
noted successful efforts to correct 
language in pending bills to maintain 
the telephone cooperatives’ present 
status under the public utility and 
not-for-profit corporation acts. 

Following the annual meeting, the 
directors of the ITCA met to reorga¬ 
nize. Reelected were president Dennis 
Cornwell of Quincy, vice president 
Leland Luthy of Marissa, and secre¬ 
tary-treasurer Kenneth Diers of Smith¬ 
shire. Clyde Bollinger, manager of 
Egyptian Telephone Cooperative, 
Steeleville, was retained as chairman of 
the advisory council. Cornwell is the 
Adams Telephone Co-Operative repre¬ 
sentative to the ITCA, Luthy is from 
Egyptian, and Diers represents 
McDonough Telephone Cooperative. 
Other directors of the ITCA include 
Charles Atteberry of Cisne (Wabash 
Telephone Cooperative), Marvin Scott 
of Belle Rive (Hamilton County Tele¬ 
phone Co-op) and Dale Chenoweth of 
Table Grove (Mid Century Telephone 
Cooperative). 
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Clyde Eskridge, seated, manager of Mid Century Telephone Cooperative, Canton,- 
talks with John O'Neal, president of Adams Telephone Co-Operative, Golden. 
O'Neal, of Augusta, is the Region V director of the board of the National Tele¬ 
phone Cooperative Association. 
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New method of 
calculating 

tax means 
reduced 

costs 

Legislation signed September 14 by Governor Thompson 

t will result in reduced total bills for rural electric coop¬ 
erative consumers. The signing of the bill culminated several 
months of efforts by electric cooperative leaders in the 
state to bring about a new method of calculating the state 
utilities tax. 

The new legislation, to be effective January 1, 1986, 
changes the method of computing the tax on electric bills 
to make it a flat rate per kilowatt-hour used rather than a 
percentage of the total bill. 

Illinois electric cooperatives were the only state utility 

organizations to support the legislation, of which Rep. Tom 
Homer of Canton was the primary sponsor. 

The legislation changes the method of calculating the 
state taxes on natural gas and electricity sales from a per¬ 
centage basis, currently 5 percent, to a per-unit basis. The 
new rate for electric consumers is 32-hundredths of a cent 
($.0032) per kilowatt-hour. 

The legislation guarantees no utility tax increases for 
state residents. 

Electric cooperatives and other consumer groups sup¬ 
porting the legislation charged that the state’s 5 percent 
utility tax was a “hidden” tax because it increased automat¬ 
ically as electric and natural gas rates increased. Revenue 
generated through the 5 percent tax increased 308 percent 
from 1972-82. 

In fact, the utility tax was the fastest growing state tax 
in Illinois, and currently is the state’s third largest revenue 
source. Only New Jersey has a higher utility tax rate than 
Illinois. Future utility tax increases would have to be 
approved by the General Assembly and the governor. 

Rural electric leaders stressed during their support of the 
bill the fairness of the legislation to all Illinois residents 
because the tax will be applied evenly on the amount of 
electricity or natural gas used, regardless of the rate charged 
by the supplier. The legislation should also be an incentive 
for industry which might locate in Illinois, because it will 
help lower future total utility costs. 

THE MAGIC SPLITTER 
WORKS 

LIKE 
MAGIC 

Split wood the easy way with our NEW Improved 
ALL STEEL WOODSPLITTING MAUL 

INCLUDES 
CUSHION GRIP 

LIFETIME GUARANTEE 

Try our Magic Splitter at our risk. If within one year you 
are not completely satisfied with our mauls performance 
return it for a full refund (including shipping charges). Our 
mauls carry a lifetime guarantee to the original pur¬ 
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• All shipments made within 48 hrs. upon receipt 
of order. 
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• Full cash refund if not delighted 
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Pick 

Quantity Description Door Price Up 
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New 2 8 REINFORCED HANDLE 
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WOODSPLITTING 
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Throw away your wedges! 
No More Pulled Muscles 
Cut it, split it, & stack it the easy way 
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Canada and Alaska customers please call. 
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CORP. DEPT. IL-10, 415 WEST 21ST STREET, HOLLAND, MICH 49423 
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Across the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Robert E. Gant 

Thirty Illinois electric cooperatives will be among some 

1.000 rural electric cooperatives and nearly 40,000 other 
cooperatives throughout the nation participating this 
month in the 21st official national observance of Coopera¬ 
tive Month. The 1985 theme is “Building a Better America 
. . . and a Better World.” 

Electric cooperatives, and all cooperatives for that 
matter, have proved for many years that their way of 
conducting business based on the democratic process is one 
of the most workable solutions ever devised by people to 
achieve common goals. It makes no difference how small or 
large the co-op may be or where it’s located; it’s the grass¬ 
roots involvement and enthusiasm of the consumer- 
members that define a co-op’s success. 

Rural electric cooperatives differ from the rest of the 
electric utility industry in that co-ops are owned and 
operated by the people they serve and electric service is 
provided at cost. Each consumer-member has a voice and 
vote at the cooperative’s annual meeting. Keeping members 
informed of and involved in the cooperative’s activities are 
two of the organization’s biggest and most important 
ongoing objectives. 

Twenty-five million consumers in 46 states receive 
electricity through rural electric systems. Rural electrifica¬ 
tion is an outstanding example of what a self-help program 
can do because when the program began in 1935 less than 
10 percent of the nation’s rural areas had electricity. In 
Illinois the 30 rural electric systems serve more than 
170.000 farms, homes and businesses. 

Many rural Americans were not around or were too 
young to remember the pre-rural electrification years when 
life was a day-to-day struggle. Fifty years ago, people were 
determined to improve their way of life and change their 
destiny by working together, cooperatively, to attain their 
goals. 

Grassroots involvement and total participation of those 
early pioneers are examples that show that cooperative 
spirit and know-how were beneficial not only for rural 
Americans but also ultimately for all Americans. Rurai 
electric leaders have helped start new businesses, expand 

others and develop vital community facilities in cooperative 
service areas. Nationally, these efforts have resulted in 
nearly three-quarters of a million new jobs in the past 21 
years. 

Other types of cooperatives in the United States offer a 
variety of needs such as telephone service, legal aid, health 
care, credit unions, food, housing, TV and auto repair 
shops, nursery schools and marketing and purchasing farm 
products and supplies. 

Zonal electric heating 
is making a comeback 

A tried and true electric resistance heating system that 
has been much maligned since the early 1970s is beginning 
to make a comeback now that people are beginning to 
understand its highly efficient characteristics and capabili¬ 
ties. The well-known electric baseboard and ceiling cable 
heating system coupled with new, more sophisticated 
controls are being marketed under the banner of zonal 
electric heating systems in ways that benefit both the 
consumer and the utility. 

Zonal heating and cooling systems are those which 
produce the heating or cooling for designated rooms or 
spaces on demand and at precise temperatures selected, 
without being interconnected to any central source. Most 
of the early electric space conditioning systems used the 
zonal concept — basebord electric heaters with a thermostat 
in each room and window air-conditioning units. Because 
they heat and cool only those spaces where heating and 
cooling is needed, they are among the most efficient 
comfort conditioning systems on the market. 
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Burrus 
helps 
load 
growth 

The Burrus Seed Company of 
Arenzville continues to add electric 
load to the lines of the cooperative, a 
positive thing for all Illinois Rural 
Electric Co. members. 

During 1985, more than 80 motors 
totalling more than 300 horsepower 
were added in a new sizing tower 
building. The sorting and classifying 
seed corn capability of the company 
has greatly expanded and electric 
power provides the means of accom¬ 
plishing this job. 

The facility was built by the 
Bratney Company of Des Moines, 
Iowa. 

The electrical power requirements 
of some members continue to climb. 
Because of the wide area covered by 
the cooperative consisting of over nine 
counties, it is sometimes easy to lose 
sight of the fact that some businesses 
continue to grow and require more 
electrical power. 

The sizing tower is a completely 
automated facility with the latest 
technological developments reminding 
one of the control room of a large 
power plant or industrial plant. 

The added electrical load fits well 
into the cooperative’s plans for future 
rate stability. As facilities such as 
Burrus continue to expand and 
develop, finding new and increased 
uses for electricity, all members 
benefit. Your cooperative has fixed 
costs that must be a part of the rate 
structure, regardless of the total 
kilowatt-hour sales. As sales increase, 
these fixed costs are spread over a 
greater number of units, or kilowatt- 
hours, sold. Everyone benefits. 

October 1985 

IREC employees Herman Ho!ford (right) talks with Steve Wisdom (on trencher) 
about work at the project. 

Martin Burrus (center) and sons Tom (left) and Todd. 

A view of the Burrus operation, with the new sizing tower in the right back¬ 
ground. 



COOPERATIVES 
BUILDING A BETTER AMERICA 

... and a BETTER WORLD o 
COOPERATIVES 
Rural development 
dedication urged 
For Bob Bergland, one of the 

nation’s first rural development 
efforts began 50 years ago when Presi¬ 
dent Roosevelt signed an executive 
order creating the Rural Electrification 
Administration. 

“My mother cried when the rural 
electric co-op brought electricity to 
our farm,” says Bergland, general 
manager of the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association and the 1985 
Cooperative Month chairman. “She 
knew that because of electricity, there 
was a chance for us to break the bonds 
of poverty.” 

But that first burst of rural develop¬ 
ment is history and America is in need 
of a new dose of development in rural 
areas, says the former Secretary of 
Agriculture under President Carter. 

“We need this renewed vigor 
because the composition of rural 
America has changed dramatically,” 
Bergland says. “In the span of time 
from 1940 to 1965, 20 million people 
moved off the farm.” 

Along with that demographic shift, 
Bergland says that there has been a 
change in the attitudes of the rural 
population — a change that demands 
a reappraisal by all cooperatives 
about their business and role in rural 
America. 

“My father is dead, but dad would 
have patronized the local cooperative 
no matter what because to him it was 
a matter of religion, an article of 
faith,” he says. 

But, Bergland says, his children’s 
view of the world is different. “My 
kids say that, ‘well, the co-op is an 
important part of the system of com¬ 
petitive enterprise, but there’s a limit 
to how much I can afford to give them 
above the marketplace rate,”’ he says. 
“So I think that cooperatives have to 
find their business niche without 
giving up the role of providing leader¬ 
ship and service that no non-coopera¬ 
tive business can commit to or under¬ 
take.” To do so will take a better under¬ 
standing of the composition and 

attitude of the changing rural popula¬ 
tion, as well as a better understanding 
of the cooperative’s role in working 
toward building a strong economic 
structure for rural America. 

According to Bergland, not much is 
known about today’s rural mix. “In 
the rural electric area, for example, we 
know that we have 10 million con¬ 
sumers and we know that one million 
farm for a living,” he says. He adds 
that there are an additional 1.5 million 
part-time or “hobby farmers” and 
they divide $25 billion in wages earned 
in the local communities and live com¬ 
fortably. “While not depending on the 
farm economy, they are still rural 
residents,” he said. “This leaves 7.5 
million rural families served by rural 
electric co-ops that are not directly 
involved in production agriculture. We 
don’t know much about them.” 

Bergland’s NRECA is undertaking a 
detailed national survey to find out. 
In doing so, Bergland hopes that the 
information will direct rural electrics 
in rural development areas and non-ag 
job creation because, in his view, 
there will be few new jobs in the farm¬ 
ing industry. “In general, we’re not 
going to see a massive demand for 
labor on the farm anytime soon,” he 
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Across the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Robert E. Gant 

Water heater rate 
and sales program 

Your board of directors has approved a special program 
that features a special water heater electric rate and a water 
heater purchase program. Both programs offer considerable 
savings for Illinois Rural Electric Co. members. 

This program, approved October 7 by your board, is 
designed to work in several ways to benefit directly those 
individual consumers who now heat water electrically and 
those who may now have inefficient units in use and who 
are interested in installing a new electric water heater. Indi¬ 
rectly, because of the improved load condition throughout 
the system, all members of the cooperative benefit. 

HERE IS HOW THE PLAN WORKS 
(1) Effective January 1, 1986, those members whose 

domestic electric water heaters have been qualified by 
IREC representatives will be placed on a special electric 
water heater rate that provides a six cent per kilowatt-hour 
discount for 400 kilowatt-hours of electricity used each 
month. With this special rate, members who qualify can 
receive a discount of up to $24 per month, based on a 
minimum of 1,000 kilowatt-hours of consumption each 
month. 

(2) Members of the cooperative are eligible to purchase 
from IREC an 80-gallon, 3,000-watt (incoloy element) high 
energy efficient electric water heater with a T-P relief valve 
and R-20 insulation for only $125. This heater carries a 
manufacturer’s warranty for 10 years on the tank only, and 
one year on all other parts. 

BUY A WATER HEATER ANYWHERE 
But you do not have to buy an electric water heater 

from IREC to gain the special sale savings. Any member 
who purchases from any supplier a qualifying electric water 
heater and installs it in the home will be eligible for a $150 
one-time payment from IREC. The water heater must meet 
these IREC specifications: 80-gallon size, 3,000-watt 
incoloy heating element, a T-P relief valve, and at least two 

Those members who plan to install their water heaters 
themselves will be interested in this installation kit avail¬ 
able from Illinois Rural Electric Co. Call the Member Ser¬ 
vices Department if you are interested. 

Clip and mail to: 
Illinois Rural Electric Co. 
2-12 South Main St. 
Winchester, Illinois 62694 
Attn: George R. Lindsey 

NAME  
ADDRESS   
TOWN  
PHONE   
Cl Yes, I would like a new water heater from IREC. 
[U I am the home owner. 
EH I would like for you to check my water heater and 

put me on the special rate. 
d I will work with my plumber on a new water 

heater and meet IREC specifications. 

Signed  

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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inches of polyurethane insulation with an R-value of at 
least 12. In unusual situations, such as where space does not 
provide for an 80-gallon heater, IREC will allow deviation 
from the specifications. Check with us if you have a ques¬ 
tion. 

If you purchase your new water heater from IREC, the 
$125 special price includes delivery to your residence. 
Removal and installation costs are the responsibility of the 
member. 

The water heater IREC is offering to its members is not 
a cheap unit. It is a top-of-the-line model with features that 
make it an excellent buy even at the $375 retail price. It is 
52 inches high and 25 inches in diameter. 

SALES AGREEMENT 
The cooperative will require that you sign a sales agree¬ 

ment. Members who buy the specially prices water heater 
from IREC will be required to agree to operate that unit at 
an IREC-served location for a minimum of five years. If this 
condition is not met, the member must pay the full $3 75 
retail price. In case the member who wants the water heater 
is a tenant, the owner of the house must sign the water 
heater agreement. 

If you choose to buy a water heater from your plumber 
or other supplier, please check with IREC before the 
purchase to make sure that water heater meets the specifi¬ 

cations. IREC will also check the installation to determine 
if all requirements have been met. You will then receive the 
check for $150. 

THE BENEFITS 
How does this program of special rates and special prices 

help the cooperative? 
Your cooperative has a significant fixed cost to recover 

each month, regardless of the amount of electricity that is 
used by IREC members. During times of low consumption, 
this fixed cost drives up the cost per kilowatt-hour. As 
usage increases, the fixed costs are distributed over a greater 
number of units sold, a condition which makes for a lower 
cost per kilowatt-hour for the members. 

The rate discount and sales program are designed to 
make electric heating of water as economical as possible 
for those members who choose to do so, and to offer all 
members the opportunity, at special prices, to obtain this 
discount. As kilowatt-hour usage increases because of the 
greater use of electric water heaters, all members will 
benefit through lower per kilowatt-hour costs, regardless of 
their own individual usage patterns. 

HOW TO PARTICIPATE 
At the bottom of the front page is a coupon for you to 

use to respond. If you have questions, contact the Member 
Services Department of IREC. 

Henry W. Ruyle and his sister, Alene E. Ruy/e, look on as their new energy efficient electric water heater is unloaded by 
David Roth of Illinois Rural Electric Co. At the left is George Lindsey, IREC member services department manager. The 
Ruyles were among the first IREC members to purchase the water heater through the special sales program under way. For 
a limited time, members can purchase the 80-gallon water heaters for a special price of $125. In addition, all members with 
qualifying electric water heaters can receive a monthly credit on their electric bills. Henry Ruyle is a semi-retired farmer 
while Alene is a retired high school biology teacher. Henry who learned to farm with Percheron horses, now raises Arabian 
horses. They live northwest of Scottvilie in Macoupin County. 
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Water Heater Sales Agreement 
ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC CO. 

Members Name   

Address   

City State  Zip Code   

Telephone No.   Line  S#  Map  

Is present water heater gas?  or electric?   

Age of unit   Size  Property Owner  

Illinois Rural Electric Co., 2-12 South Main, Winchester, Illinois 62694. and the member designated above agree to the 

following: 

1. The Cooperative will sell the Member and electric water heater for the sum of $125 plus tax, and will deliver the water 

heater to the members location. 

2. The installation of the water heater will be at the Members expense, including plumbing, electrical work and disposal 

of the heater being replaced. 

3. The Member agrees to install and operate this water heater for a minimum of five years at a location served by Illinois 

Rural Electric Co. If this condition is not met, the member will be required to pay the full retail price of $375 for the 

heater. 

4. This water heater is covered by a Manufacturer’s Warranty for ten years on the tank only, and one year on all other 

parts. The Cooperative will maintain a supply of parts and keep a record of the warranty. 

5. If the member wants to buy a water heater from their plumber, it must meet Illinois Rural Electric Co.’s specifications. 

The heater must be 80 gallon capacity, with 3,000 Incoloy low-watt density elements, including a T-P relief valve and 

two inches of polyurethane insulation, with an R-value of 12 or more. 

6. In special cases 30-40-50 gallon capacity water heaters may meet our requirements. (Check with Member Service 

Department). 

7. In case of members being a tenant, home ow ner must sign water agreement and be held responsible for terms of agree¬ 

ment. 

8. An Illinois Rural Electric Co. employee will check the installation to see if all the above requirements are met. If all 

requirements are met, a check will be mailed to the home owner in the amount of $150, for those members who buy 

from their plumbers. 

Date   Member-Owner’s Signature     

*********************************************************************************************** 

To order a water heater please sign and return this agreement along with a $50 deposit on the heater. This $50 will be 

returned if the order is cancelled before we deliver the water heater. The balance of $75 plus $7.50 tax, making a total of 

$82.50 is payable when the heater is delivered. 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC CO. 

Date By 
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Four generations of Worrells on the home near Winchester. From left are grand¬ 
father Bob, granddaughters Angela and Amanda, father David and great-grand¬ 
father Joe Worrell. 

The Worrells: generations 
of cooperators 

Over the past 50 years times have 
changed dramatically on the Worrell 
farms, near Winchester. 

Three generations of the family 
have worked the soil, while the 
fourth generation is still growing up, 
learning and living the farm life of 
rural America just as their parents and 
grandparents did before them. 

But how the times have changed! 
“I’ve farmed out here for 71 years 

and I remember plowing with one 
horse and a double shovel,” patriarch 
Joe Worrell recalled, a great grand¬ 
father at age 87. “Nowadays my 
grandson David plows six rows at a 
time.” 

Times have changed for their coop¬ 
eratives, too! The Worrells have been 
active member-owners of Illinois Rural 
Electric Co. and Scott Farm Service, 
Inc., Winchester, since both coopera¬ 
tives began. The Worrells know all 
about involvement with their coop¬ 
eratives. Joe set a good example. 

Fifty years ago, the rough, rural 
areas near Winchester were without 
central station electricity. So when 

1 2d 

pioneers of the electric cooperative 
helped set the first pole near Riggston 
in September of 1936, Joe was there 
with his son Bob to experience rural 
electrification firsthand. 

The early days were tough ones for 
the electric cooperative, Joe recalled. 
It was difficult for men like him to 
convince their neighbors of the prom¬ 
ise that rural electrification held. The 
1930s were tough times, too, and Joe 
recalled that many of his neighbors 
couldn’t afford the $5 membership 
fee, the cost of wiring their homes and 
minimum $2.50 monthly charge for 
22 kilowatt-hours of electricity. 

Joe was one of those early leaders 
who came forth in most rural electric 
cooperative areas, working to “sign 
up” members and convince them that 
the Rural Electrification Administra¬ 
tion was their best hope of getting the 
power that their neighbors in town 
already had enjoyed for years. 

“Dad signed up just about everyone 
in this part of the county,” son Bob 
said. “I remember that.” 

Joe remembered working with a 

neighbor, Ed Wilson, to sign up new 
members. 

“We would go out in bad weather 
because that was when we could 
always find ’em at home,” he said. 

Both men had Model T Fords with 
crank starters and “old, smooth tires.” 
In bad weather they put the chains on. 

“We took turns driving. Sometimes 
we used his and sometimes we used 
mine. We drove around the county in 
the night, seeing these guys about 
signing up, after everybody else was 
in bed, Joe says. “And everyone didn’t 
sign up the first time. Sometimes we 
had to go back for a second trip.” 

Joe did more than just help sign up 
new members. After buying the 
present home near Winchester, the 

Worrells learned that the school house 
didn’t have power. So Joe helped to 
survey a mile across a field to help get 
electricity there. 

Of course, once the word got out 
that electricity was on its way, farmers 
and others rushed to get their barns 
and houses wired for the soon-to-come 
miracle. Joe helped to wire many 
homes and farms in his area. In some 
of his neighbors’ homes, in fact, the 
original wiring is still intact. 

Another problem during the early 
days was getting the members to use 
more electricity — so the cooperative 
could continue to grow and pay the 
interest on its debt. Joe served with 11 
other cooperative leaders on a com¬ 
mittee designed to do just that. They 
developed a new rate plan to accom¬ 
plish their goal: 22 kilowatt-hours of 
electricity for $2.50, or 44 kilowatt- 
hours for $3.50. 

As soon as they could afford it, 
farm families bought electric appli¬ 
ances for the house and motors and 
pumps for the farm. With use of those 
“luxuries,” kilowatt-hours usage grew 
for the cooperatives, as did the 
monthly electric bills. 

“I remember our first bill. The wife 
she just had a fit,” said Joe. “The first 
month it was six or seven dollars.” 

That was a considerable sum in the 
1930s and 40s. Times were tough. Joe 
remembered selling a truckload of 
hogs for $2.90 per hundredweight and 
the freight charge for getting them to 
the St. Louis markets was 15 cents a 
hundred. 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS 



and an antivibration system. Hand- 

guards are important to keep the 

hands from slipping onto the chain. A 

safety-tip covers the end of the guide 

bar and chain and reduces the chances 

of kickback. The chain brake is 

designed to instantly stop the chain if 

kickback occurs. The chain brake also 

can serve as the front handguard. 

The throttle lockout acts as a guard 

against unplanned chain motion. A 

spark arrester (gas models only) keeps 

the carbon that builds up in the 

manifold from being ejected as sparks 

in the exhaust. This reduces the 

chance of fire in the woods. Special 

chains are designed to reduce the risk 

of kickback. The chain catcher helps 

reduce the risk of injury in the event a 

chain breaks during operation. Some 

saws are equipped with an antivibra¬ 

tion system which makes operation of 

the saw easier and helps reduce opera¬ 

tor fatigue and stress. 

Consider Other Useful Features 

A chain saw with a thumb-operated 

kill button, a compression release 

button and an automatic chain oiler 

also may make your wood cutting 

experience more enjoyable and safer. 

The kill button immediately shuts the 

engine off. It enhances the saw’s safety 

features. The compression release 

button makes the saw’s starter cord 

easier to pull. The auto-oiler lubricates 

the chain each time you pull the 

throttle trigger. 

Most saws are built for right-handed 

operators, Bolin points out. If you’re 

left-handed, a right-handed saw puts 

you into an awkward operating 

position and may increase the risk of 

injury. Check to see if there is a 

left-handed model available. 

Be sure you are well acquainted 

with the saw’s features and how it 

should be properly operated. Learn 

how to shut off the saw instinctively 

without looking for the kill switch. If 

you don’t understand something, take 

it back to the dealer and ask him to 

explain it to you. 

“Don’t assume the saw’s in tip-top 

condition,” Bolin stresses. “Check to 

see that all the parts are in good repair. 

Tighten any loose nuts or screws. The 

chain needs constant attention. Period¬ 

ically check its tension on the guide 

bar and sharpness of the chain teeth. 

With a little experience, you will be 

able to tell when the chain needs 

sharpening. A dull chain just increases 

your risk of injury.” 

Always Wear Protective Clothing 

Your saw can be in great shape, but 

if you’re inappropriately dressed for 

the job at hand, your chances for 

injury increase, Bolin warns. Before 

you ever pull the starter cord make 

sure you’re equipped with a hard hat, 

safety goggles, sure-grip gloves, ear 

protectors, safety shoes and trim¬ 

fitting clothes. 

“Eye, ear and head protection are 

musts,” he stresses. “The saw is very 

noisy and could damage your hearing 

over a period of time without hearing 

protection. Wood chips, bark and 

sawdust fly when the saw’s in opera¬ 

tion. Eye protectors minimize the 

chance of vision loss or obstruction. 

You never know when a rotten limb 

may come crashing down on your 

head. A hard hat will help provide 

impact protection. 

To maintain control, you need a 

good grip on the saw. Leather gloves 

are recommeded. Heavy logs can take 

a toll on toes. Safety-toed shoes with 

non-slip soles are recommeded. Baggy 

clothing can easily become tangled in 

the brush and cause you to fall. Loose- 

fitting clothes can be caught by the 

moving chain as well, Bolin adds. 

Observe Safe Operating Procedures 

• Never carry a saw with the 

motor operating. Always carry the saw 

so that the guide bar and chain point 

behind you, and the muffler is away 

from your body. The guide bar sheath 

should be used when the saw’s not 

operating. 

• Never work alone. Have some¬ 

one assist you. 

• Make sure that the work area is 

free of any debris or vegetation that 

might interfere with the chain and 

cause kickback. 

• Make provisions for a refueling 

site that is at least 10 feet from where 

the saw will be started and operated. 

• Never refuel a hot saw. Let it 

cool down at least 10 minutes before 

adding gasoline. This will also give you 

a chance to relax for a few moments. 

• Always put the saw on the 

ground and hold it down firmly when 

starting. Never attempt to start your 

saw on your leg or knee. 

• When the saw starts make sure 

the chain does not rotate when it is 

idling. 

• Always hold a running saw 

firmly with two hands using the 

proper grip described in the operating 

manual. 

• Use the proper stance. Never 

lean forward or sideways to cut. 

• Make sure your body and legs 

are clear of the path the saw will 

follow after the cut is complete. 

• Begin all cuts at top saw speed 

and maintain top speed throughout 

the cut. 

• Never operate the saw above 

waist level. 

• Turn the saw off and make 

sure the chain stops before any adjust¬ 

ments are made. 

• Avoid fatigue. Take frequent 

breaks to rest. 

December 1985 9 



Across the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Robert E. Gant 

Administration tax plan would 
cut residential energy credit 

Tax proposals recommended by President Reagan would 
allow the residential energy credit on income tax returns to 
expire at the end of 1985. 

Illinois Rural Electric Co. wants members to be aware of 
this proposed change and encourages them to improve the 
insulation in their homes prior to the end of 1985 — the 
last opportunity to qualify for the residential energy credit, 
which is a reduction in one’s tax bill. 

The regular energy credit is 15 percent of the first 
$2,000 of qualified expenses. The maximum credit is $300 
for primary residences. The credit for installing solar (or 
wind energy) equipment is larger — a full 40 percent of the 
first $10,000 of expenses. 

Under current law and under the President’s proposed 
tax plan, the residential energy credit will not be available 
for expenditures made after 1985. 

Tax credit deadline brings 
rash of energy scams 

As the December 31 deadline for filing federal tax 
credits for solar energy systems draws near, a wave of home 
improvement scams has flooded the marketplace, accord¬ 
ing to a recent article in the Wall Street Journal. 

Door-to-door peddlers and numerous seminar speakers 
have reportedly been utilizing aggressive sales pitches to 
warn of higher fuel prices and make exaggerated claims 
about the benefits of solar energy. The article reports that 
some solar companies have boasted a 40 percent to 50 per¬ 
cent savings on consumer’s heating bills. However, testi¬ 
mony from consumers shows the solar equipment to be 
yielding a savings of “no more than five percent.” 

The distorted product claims and high-pressure sales 
tactics have drawn the attention of legal authorities in 
numerous states around this country. “All of a sudden, we 
have found a dramatic number of people who are just 
cheating people,” maintains Herschel Elkins, a senior 

assistant attorney general for California. 
In addition to California, state and county authorities in 

Texas and Wisconsin have sued solar energy companies, 
alleging illegal trade practices. Several other states are 
reportedly investigating similar complaints. 

According to customers and various lawsuits, salesmen 
have promised Northerners that solar space heating systems 
would produce energy savings of up to 70 percent and 
Southerners that hot water heaters would cut natural gas 
bills in half. 

Some solar industry and state officials reportedly say 
that consumers would be best protected if the tax credits 
were abolished, reasoning that the “government is lining 
the pockets of a lot of solar people.” 

In the meantime, the article says, industry and govern¬ 
ment officials advise prospective solar buyers to protect 
themselves against scams by checking a company’s refer¬ 
ences. In addition, buyers should make sure that warranties 
and the expected energy savings are put in writing before 
the sale. 

Load growth is key to 
holding down kwh costs 

We may be able to stabilize our power costs if our mem¬ 
bers continue to use more kilowatt-hours. If load growth 
continues as it has in the recent past, we’ll probably be able 
to make our new rate structure — which we mailed out in 
October — last for another two or three years. 

Those of you who have electric water heaters and 

Electric 
water 
heater 

Savings mm mn 

haven’t returned the coupon that was included in the new 
rate book should fill out the coupon and send it in as soon 
as possible. If you use 1,000 kwh a month, you could save 
up to $24 a month. 

If you’ve lost the coupon, don’t worry. Just give us a 
call or drop us a line — or come by the office — and we’ll 
take care of it. Remember: the sooner you get on the 
special rate, the sooner you’ll start saving money. 
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ERA plans to control wood-burning pollution s 

The government intends to place household wood 
stoves, an ancient source of heat revived by high energy 
prices, under new regulations because of the millions of 
tons of health-damaging pollutants they pour into the air. 

The Environmental Protection Agency, blaming the 
stoves for the failure of several areas to meet federal air 
quality limits, said this past summer that it plans to develop 
pollution-reducing performance standards for the units 
that could be issued within 18 months. 

The new standards would effectively require any wood- 
burning and fireplace inserts sold after a yet-to-be-estab¬ 
lished date to include catalytic converters similar to those 
on automobiles. 

The converters, costing $200 to $300 each, can effec¬ 
tively reduce the pollution from wood burners by 50 per¬ 
cent to 80 percent by recycling and reburning the smoke 
the stoves produce. 

“We estimate that residential wood stoves are exposing 
large numbers of people to pollutants harmful to human 
health,” acting Assistant EPA Administrator Charles Elkins 
said in announcing the proposal. 

Without controls, Elkins said, the stoves annually could 
be pouring seven million tons of soot, dirt and other 
particulate matter, 19 million tons of carbon monoxide, 
159,000 tons of hydrocarbons and 52,000 tons of cancer- 

causing polycyclic organic compounds into the atmosphere 
by the year 2005. 

Some experts have estimated that the polycyclic com¬ 
pounds and other particulate products of incomplete 
combustion are causing 800 cancer cases a year nationwide. 
EPA officials blame wood-burning stoves for half of that 
pollution. 

In addition, the non-carcinogenic pollutants produced 
by the stoves can settle in the lungs and cause or aggravate 
several respiratory ailments. 

Establishing the performance standards is the EPA’s 
first step in drafting regulations governing the manufacture 
of wood stoves. David Cohen, an EPA spokesman, said the 
agency hopes to issue proposed regulations by January 1, 
1987. 

If that schedule is kept, new stoves not equipped with 
the pollution-reducing converters or that otherwise fail to 
meet new pollution limits could be banned from the market 
as early as two years from now. 

Some states and a handful of communities in areas 
where wood burners have become particularly popular — 
the Northeast, Rocky Mountains, and Northwest — already 
have moved to reduce the often-visible and smelly accumu¬ 
lations of smoke that the stoves can produce. 

Use care around power lines 
Electricity has played a major role 

in the astounding progress of Ameri¬ 
can farming, helping make Illinois and 
the nation the leading exporters of 
agricultural commodities. But electric 
power lines present serious potential 
hazards to farmers who don’t exercise 
care when working with tractors, com¬ 
bines, balers, augers and other large 
equipment. 

Watch out for overhead power lines 
when you are driving or towing farm 
equipment. If you have young farm 
hands who are responsible enough to 
operate farm equipment, impress upon 
them the importance of carefully sur¬ 
veying a work area or travel route to 
ensure that power lines are well out of 
the reach of any equipment. 

Keep in mind other basic safety 

measures as well during harvesting 
operations: Check out your equipment 
before you use it. Make sure your 
helpers are familiar with the equip¬ 
ment they use. Shut off power before 
unclogging or fixing a machine. Wear 
appropriate protective equipment. 

One careless moment can cause a 
tragic accident. Don’t let tragedy 
strike your farm. 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC CO. 

Mailing Address: 
2-1 2 South Main 
Winchester, Illinois 62694 
Ph:(217)742-3128 

Main Office Hours: 
7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Closed all day Saturday, Sunday and 
Holidays. 

Holidays Observed- 
New Year’s Day, Good Friday, Memorial 
Day, July Fourth, Labor Day, Veteran’s 
Day, Thanksgiving and Christmas 

cTMERgY QUIgrMAS 
aqd cBEgT WISHES 

Jon ttje <JJEW CYEARJ> 

Directors, Manager 
and Employees 
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DEVILED SPARERIBS 
4-5 lbs. back spareribs % cup tomato juice 

2 teaspoons butter or margarine 1—8 oz. can crushed pineapple 
Vb cup onion finely chopped 2 tablespoons dejon mustard 

1 clove garlic, minced or pressed 1 teaspoon ground cumin 
3/4 cup chili sauce or catsup 1 cup green chilies drained 

Cut spareribs into serving pieces, trim excess fat. Place ribs (single 
layers) in a large shallow roasting pan. Bake uncovered at 350° 
for 1 hour. Melt butter in 2 quart pan over medium heat. Add 
onion and garlic, cook until onion is limp. Stir in remaining ingredi¬ 
ents. Simmer uncovered 20 minutes, stirring occasionally. After 
1 hour discard fat from roast pan, pour sauce over ribs. Bake un¬ 
covered for 1 hour longer, turning ribs and basting until meat 
is fork tender. Place on serving platter, skim off remaining fat. 
Put sauce in bowl and pass with meat. 

PORK ROAST MEXICANA 
Vi teaspoon salt Vi cup catsup 
Vs teaspoon garlic powder 1 tablespoon vinegar 
Vi teaspoon chili powder 1/2 teaspoon chili powder 

1—4 lb. boneless pork roast 1 cup crushed corn chips 
Vi cup apple jelly 

Combine garlic powder, salt and V2 teaspoon chili powder, rub 
into roast. Place meat on rack in shallow roasting pan. Insert meat 
thermometer, roast uncovered in 325 degree oven for 2’/2 hours 
or until meat thermometer registers 165 degrees, n a saucepan 
combine jelly, catsup, vinegar and V2 teaspoon chili powder. Bring 
to a boil, reduce heat, simmer uncovered for 2 minutes. Brush 
roast with glaze, sprinkle top with chips. Continue roasting 10-15 
minutes more or until thermometer registers 170 degrees. Let 
roast stand 10 minutes outside oven. To gravy left in roasting pan 
including chips, add enough water to make 1 cup. Heat to boiling. 
Serve with meat. 

2 tablespoons butter 
1/2 green pepper, minced 
1 small onion, minced 
2 tablespoons flour 
1 cup milk 
1 pimento, chopped 

CORN CASSEROLE 
2 cups cream style corn 
1 tablespoon sugar 
1 teaspoon salt 

V2 teaspoon dry mustard 
2 well beaten eggs 

Bread crumbs 

Melt butter, add pepper and onion. Cover, cook 5 minutes. Add 
flour, mix well. Add milk, cook until thick. Add corn, pimento 
and seasonings. Remove from heat, stir in beaten eggs. Pour into 
a well greased 1 V2 quart casserole dish. Cover with bread crumbs. 
Bake until thick at 350 degrees for 60 minutes. 

CRANBERRY SALAD 
1 can whole cranberries 1 pkg. black cherry jello (small) 
1 cup chopped celery 1/2 cup chopped oranges 

V2 cup chopped pecans 

Mix jello by directions on box. Add cranberries. Let partly chill. 
Add remaining ingredients, mix well. Return to refrigerator 
and jell. 

MACARONI AND CHEESE 
8 oz. elbow macaroni 1 teaspoon salt 
4 tablespoons butter Va teaspoon pepper 
4 tablespoons flour 1/2 lb. yellow American cheese 
2 cups milk 

Cook macaroni until tender. Drain and rinse. Make white sauce 
by melting butter, blend flour and salt. Stir until smooth. Add 
milk slowly, cooking until sauce is thick. Combine grated cheese 
and macaroni with white sauce. Pour into casserole and bake 
at 350 degrees for 30 minutes. 

CHICKEN MACARONI CASSEROLE 
IV2 to 2 cups cooked elbow macaroni 2 tablespoons butter or margarine 

1 cup grated cheese 2 tablespoons flour 
IV2 cups cooked chicken, cubed 1 teaspoon salt 

VA to V2 cup diced onion Vs teaspoon pepper 
V2 to 1 cup diced celery 2 cups milk 

pimiento for color 

Mix first 6 ingredients in large mixing bowl. Set aside. For 
sauce, melt butter or margarine and blend in salt, flour, and 
pepper. Gradually add milk stirring constantly until thick. Place 
chicken mixture into long casserole dish. Pour sauce over top 
and bake at 350 degrees for 45 to 50 minutes. 

HONEY SWEET POTATOES 
2V2 cups mashed (cooked or canned) 1 cup chopped pecans 

sweet potatoes Va cup honey 
V^ cup mini marshmallows 4 tablespoons oleo or butter, melted 

Dash of pepper 3/A teaspoon salt 

Combine potatoes, pepper, salt and 2 tablespoons butter. Stir in 
marshmallows. Pour in casserole dish. In heavy skillet heat 1 
tablespoon butter with honey. Pour over sweet potato mixture. 
Sprinkle nuts over potato mixture. Drizzle with remaining butter. 
Bake at 350 degrees for 15 to 20 minutes. 

FRUIT SALAD 
1 large can pineapple chunks 1 cup whipping cream 
2 oranges 2 tablespoons flour 
1 cup nuts 2 eggs 
1 cup miniature marshmallows Vz cup sugar 

Drain pineapple, place juice in double boiler. Mix sugar, flour, 
salt and add eggs. Pour this mixture into juice and cook until 
thickened. Stir constantly. Cool and cut oranges in small pieces. 
Add pineapple chunks, nuts and marshmallows. Add this to 
cooled sauce. Before serving, add whipped cream and a little 
coconut if desired. 

JOSEPH COAT SALAD 
Vs cup vinegar 2—16 oz. pkgs. frozen mixed vegetables 
V2 cup water V2 cup diced onions 
VA cup sugar V2 cup celery, diced 

2 tablespoons flour V2 cup diced green pepper 
2 tablespoons prepared mustard 1 small jar pimento 

Cook vegetables according to package directions, set aside. Mix 
vinegar and water together. Mix thoroughly the sugar, flour and 
prepared mustard. Add to vinegar and water, cook until thick, 
then beat with wire whisk or perforated spoon. Drain vegetables, 
pour hot sauce over vegetables and combine. Add remaining 
ingredients, mix well. Let stand 24 hours in refrigerator before 
serving. 

BROWN SUGAR DROP COOKIES 
V2 cup soft margarine 

1 cup brown sugar 
1 beaten egg 

V2 cup Milnot plus 1 tablespoon 
vinegar or lemon juice 

2 cups flour 

2 teaspoons baking powder 
V2 teaspoon baking soda 
V2 teaspoon salt 
V2 teaspoon nutmeg 

1 cup chopped nuts 

Mix together margarine, sugar, egg and Milnot plus vinegar or 
lemon juice. Add remaining ingredients and bake at 400 degrees 
for 12 to 15 minutes. 

DANISH SUGAR COOKIES 
V2 cup soft margarine 2 cups flour 
V2 cup shortening V2 teaspoon baking soda 

1 cup sugar 1/2 teaspoon cream of tartar 
1 egg Pinch of salt 

V2 teaspoon vanilla 
Combine first five ingredients together and mix well. Add re¬ 
maining ingredients and roll in small balls, then roll in sugar. 
Mash down with glass and bake at 350 degrees for 10 minutes. 

PEPPERMINT PINWHEELS 
% cup (IV2 sticks) butter, cut-up Va teaspoon baking powder 
3/A cup sugar 1/4 teaspoon salt 
V2 teaspoon peppermint extract Red food coloring 

1V2 cups sifted all-purpose flour Green food coloring 

In small bowl of mixer, beat butter until creamy. Gradually add 
sugar and peppermint extract; beat until fluffy. Sift together 
flour, baking powder and salt; gradually add to creamed mixture, 
mixing well. Remove half of dough to another bowl (about 1 
cup) stir in a few drops red food coloring. Tint dough remaining 
in mixer bowl with a few drops green food coloring, stirring 
until color is even. Roll green dough between sheets of waxed 
paper to form a 16 x 6-inch rectangle. Repeat with red dough. 
Invert red dough on green dough and peel off paper. Press 
gently with rolling pin. Roll dough up as for jelly roll from 
long side. Wrap in waxed paper and chill overnight. Slice 
!4-inch thick and place on buttered baking sheets. Bake at 
350 degrees 10 to 12 minutes. Cool on wire racks. Store in 
airtight containers. Makes 64 cookies. 

PECAN PIE 
IV2 cups light corn syrup V2 cup sugar 

VA cup butter or margarine 1 cup pecan halves 
3 eggs, slightly beaten 1 teaspoon vanilla 

Dash salt 

Combine corn syrup, sugar and butter or margarine in saucepan, 
bring to boiling. Boil gently uncovered 5 minutes, stir occasionally, 
cool slightly. Combine eggs, vanilla and salt, pour cooled syrup 
mixture into eggs, beat well. In a 9-inch pie plate that has been 
lined with pastry, place pecans in bottom. Pour mixture over 
pecans, bake for 30-35 minutes in 375 degree oven or until knife 
inserted near center comes out clean. 

SINGLE PIE CRUST PASTRY 
1V4 cups all-purpose flour V2 teaspoon salt 

Vs cup shortening 3-4 tablespoons cold water 
Mix together flour and salt. Cut in shortening until pieces are very 
small. Sprinkle 1 tablespoon water over part of the mixture. 
Toss with a fork, push to side of bowl. Repeat procedure until 
all is moistened. Form dough into ball on slightly floured surface. 
Flatten ball with hand and roll. 

BUTTER CAKE 
1 pound oleo or butter VA cup milk 
3 cups sugar V2 teaspoon vanilla extract 
6 eggs IV2 teaspoons rum flavoring 
4 cups sifted cake flour 

Cream sugar and butter, add eggs one at a time, beating 1 minute 
after each egg. Add milk and flour alternately. Add flavorings. 
Bake at 350 degrees for one hour and forty minutes. Use an 
angel food cake pan. 

OLD FASHIONED TEA CAKES 
1 cup butter 2 cups sugar 
3 eggs 2/i> cup buttermilk 
1 teaspoon soda 2 teaspoons baking powder 
1 teaspoon vanilla 

Mix all ingredients, adding enough flour to make a stiff dough. 
Roll out on floured surface about !4 inch thick, cut into desired 
shape. 

COCONUT COOKIES 
2 cups crushed cornflakes 1 cup brown sugar 
2 egg whites, beaten very stiff 1 cup shredded coconut 

1/2 cup coarsely chopped pecans Pinch of salt 
V2 teaspoon vanilla 

Mix all ingredients together, drop by spoonfuls on greased cookie 
sheet. Bake at 350 degrees until brown. 
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