
be sure it does 
Software: its intended job 
Finding the best software at the fair¬ 

est price is not an easy task even 
for veteran computer owners. A wrong 
choice can mean getting stuck with an 
expensive but worthless program. 

There is no simple solution to this 
dilemma. But, at the minimum, a 
computer owner should have some 
hands-on experience before making a 
software purchase, says Linda Baskin, 
University of Illinois Extension com¬ 
puter specialist. 

“The best way to evaluate a piece 
of software is to look at it and try it,” 
she explains. “Before making a pur¬ 
chase, the buyer should know first¬ 
hand how easily a particular program 
carries out the task it is intended to 
be used for.” 

Even trying a program out at a 
store may not be entirely satisfactory 
because of limitations on the amount 
of time available for testing. 

“In addition to spending time on 
the computer,” she says, “it is also a 
good idea to get the opinions of 
people who have used the software 
over a period of time. Their advice can 

give you another perspective on what 
features are important for daily use.” 

Computer programs, known as soft¬ 
ware, may run an additional $2,000- 
$3,000. In addition, the owner needs 
several free hours a week to make 
adequate use of the system. 

“If that’s too much, either in terms 
of time or money,” she emphasizes, 
“then perhaps you’d do well not to 

buy a computer. Certainly not every 
farm or farmer needs such a system.” 

On the other hand, if a farm opera¬ 
tor thinks that computers are part of 
the future and wants to get in on it 
now, he should consider buying a 
minimum business system and some 
electronic spreadsheet software. 

Such spreadsheets provide the 
greatest immediate return because 
they are not difficult to learn and can 
be used to answer many of the what-if 
questions that typically arise in plan¬ 
ning farm operations. 

“That is probably in general the 
lowest cost and highest payoff 
approach,” Steve Sonka says. “Cer¬ 
tainly no one should worry that they 
lack the skills to become proficient 
with computers. What’s important is 
defining a specific use and spending 
the time to become familiar with the 
system’s capacilities. 

40 YARDS LACE $1.75 
LACE — LACE — LACE ... 40 yards of Laca 
in dtllghtful patterns. Edgings, insertions, etc. Assorted beautiful 
desions. colors and widths. Pieces at least to yards in length-none 
smaller. Marvelous for dresses, pillow cases, etc. Terrific as hem 
lacing. Oaty $1.7S or double orders S3.3S. 3 orders just $4 85 
Pis. include 50c pslg and tiding with EACH set of 40 yards you 
buy. Satisfaction guaranteea! FREE with lace 50 BUTTONS! 
50 New. High Quality Buttons Assorted colors, sizes and shapes 
Sent FREE with each lace order. Please allow up to 6 weeks lor 
delivery. 

Lace Lady, 1602 Locust St, Dept BL-344 
St Louis, Mo. 63103 

All-in-Ear Aid - Save $200+ 
Improve your hearing! Name brand 
aid helps you understand words you 
miss. If you hear but don’t understand, 
this aid amplifies the sounds you need. 
Enjoy comfortable, attractive aid in your 
own home. FREE 30-day home trial. 
We promise no salesmen! Write today 
for free catalog! J&M, Dept. 109-V, 
329 N. Third St., DeKalb, IL 60115 

FREE CATALOG g|£ 
^ 32 page 1985 Spring Catalog w J 
^ Over 250 varieties of Shade and ^ 
A Flowering Trees, Flowering Shrubs, A 

J Fruit Trees - Standard, Dwarf andj 
\ Semi-Dwarf, Berry Plants, Nut Trees, \ 
^ Evergreens, Vines, Wild Flowers and f 
▼ Perennials. Special Bonus Offers and T 
f Coupons. Nursery stock available to you f 
^ at low grower prices. Over 35 years of ^ 
/ reliable customer service. Don't delay - ^ 
) WRITE FOR YOUR FREE CATALOG TODAY! ^ 
^ Vernon Barnes &- Son Nursery ^ 

P.O. Box 250-1, McMinnville, IN 37110 ^ 

FREE 
NURSERY CATALOGUE 

WRITE TODAY! 
Our full color 24 page cata¬ 
logue offers Flowering Shrubs, 
Shade and Flowering Trees, 
Fruit and Nut Trees, Berry 

Plants, Evergreens, Vines and Perennials at 
prices so low it is almost unbelievable. Over 250 
varieties of plants to choose from. 

SAVAGE FARM NURSERY 
BOX 125-IL 

MCMINNVILLE, TN 37110 

Here's humor when 
America was COUNTRY. 

Here's 250 years of our greatest, funniest 
American humor wrapped in 420 pages of 
sheer fun, from Ben Franklin & Davy Crock¬ 
ett to Mark Twain. A full chapter of Abra¬ 
ham Lincoln's marvelous jokes & stories. 
Another chapter of Jokes going way back & 
funnier today than ever. Another chapter of 
Tall Tales & Whoppers, a country specialty 
thatll have you falling out of your chair laugh¬ 
ing. Order now. You'll cherish it for years. 

□ Send me copies of Rib-Ticklers (soft- 
bound) at $8.95 each. 
□ Send me copies of Rib-Ticklers (long¬ 
life deluxe hardbound) at $15.95 each. 

Add $1.50 postage and handling for the first 
book, 50* each additional book. 

□ My check for $ enclosed. 

Charge my □ Visa □ Mastercharge or call 
toll free 1-800-332-7100 (charges only). 
Card No. 

Exp. Date 
Make check payable to: Lincoln-Herndon 
Press, Inc., No.l West Old State Capitol, 
Springfield, Illinois 62701. 

GRANDPA'S 
RIB TICKLERS and 

KNEE SLAPPERS 

JOKES AND STORIES 
(some bawdy) 

FROM AMERICAS PAST. 

by James F.. Myers 

Name  

Address 

Zip 
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IVEC 
Comments 

by Tim (Kris) 
Christensen 

General Manager 

Across the 
manager's desk 

Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative 

Office Hours 7:45 A.M. — 4:30 P.M. 
Monday through Friday 

Route 6 & 34 West 
Princeton, Illinois 61356 

In case of emergency, call (815) 875-4488 any time, day or night. 
There is always someone on duty at this number — 24-hour service. 

Serving the rural areas of Bureau, Henry, Kendall, Marshall, 
Knox, LaSalle, Putnam and Stark counties. 

Providing an adequate supply of electricity 
The cost of electricity has always 

been a major concern of Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative directors and 
management. Keeping costs as low as 
possible for the member-owners of 
IVEC is a continuing objective. 

Maintaining reasonable costs, 
though, is but one-half of the primary 
responsibilities of your cooperative 

board and management. Another 
equally important concern is providing 
an adequate supply of electricity. 

Since Illinois Valley Electric Coop¬ 
erative was organized some 46 years 
ago, these goals have guided the coop¬ 
erative. Early electric cooperative 
members knew they probably could 
not have electricity for the same price 
as their city cousins. But they thought 
they could have reliable, central- 
station electric service for a reasonable 
price, a price that would be less than 
that likely to be charged by the power 
companies. And they knew the coop¬ 
erative would put poles and lines into 
sparsely populated rural areas. 

Many investor-owned power com¬ 
panies had wanted thousands of 
dollars to connect rural residences and 
farms to their lines and then asked 
those rural consumers to pay 10 to 12 
cents per kilowatt-hour, and as much 
as 25-40 cents per kwh in some 
instances. 

Putting electricity to work in the 
agricultural community called for 
reliable bulk power supply. For years, 
cooperatives utilized favorable generat¬ 
ing plant conditions among investor- 
owned utilities to obtain long-term 
power supply contracts that greatly 
benefited their member-consumers. 

12 

But the early 1970s brought the oil 
embargo and upheaval in the energy 
world. Suppliers of wholesale power 
said they would no longer make long¬ 
term agreements with the coopera¬ 
tives and suggested the day was not far 
off when they would probably not be 
able to provide any power supply to 
cooperatives. 

Against this background, the coop¬ 
eratives launched their efforts to 
become self-sufficient, controlling 
their own source of wholesale power — 
Soyland Power Cooperative. 

As the cooperatives in Soyland 
explored options for purchasing or 
building generation, they determined 
that purchase of a portion of the 
nuclear Clinton Power Station was the 
best alternative. At the time, in the 
mid-1970s, costs of building and oper¬ 
ating a nuclear power plant were lower 
than those of a coal-fired plant. Build¬ 
ing costs were known to be greater for 
nuclear, but the life-of-the-plant oper¬ 
ating costs were far less than for coal. 

Events since the mid-70s have 
changed the nuclear power industry. 
Construction times have been 
extended significantly mainly because 

IVEC Members 
Is this your 

account number and 

0004345500 
Florence E. Youngstrom 

If it is, please notify Illinois 
Valley Electric Cooperative, 815 
875-4488, and we will present 
you with a fine gift 

of increased regulatory requirements. 
In the decade from 1970 to 1980, the 
average construction time for nuclear 
plants more than doubled, from five 
years to about 12 years. This extra 
time, combined with rapid inflation 
and high interest rates, caused plant 
costs to increase drastically. 

The cooperatives knew their share 

of the Clinton plant would not provide 
all their power. Soyland needed a 
source for the rest of its members’ 
power needs. 

Soyland has contracted with Illinois 
Power Company for 400 megawatts of 
Illinois Power Company’s coal-fired 
generating capacity and will be able to 
operate that capacity as if we owned 
it. This is a joint agreement between 

Soyland Power Cooperative and West¬ 
ern Illinois Power Cooperative and 
includes an operating agreement effec¬ 
tive this past Jan. 1 to cover use of 
that capacity. Soyland and WIPCO are 
also negotiating another set of long¬ 
term contracts with Central Illinois 
Public Service Company to provide 
additional coal-fired capacity from 
that company’s system. 

These contracts will assure a diversi¬ 
fied source of power for Soyland’s 
15 member-systems and will provide 
greater rate stability in the years ahead 
than we have seen over the past 10 
years. Soyland will have the flexibility 
through the transmission grid to pur¬ 
chase and sell power to other generat¬ 
ing companies so that the power we 
buy on a wholesale basis from Soyland 
will be the least expensive available to 
IVEC at any given moment, day or 
night, 365 days a year. 
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District 3 
Marion Rieker 

Sheffield 

District 2 
Earl Bates 

Vice President 
Kewanee 

District 1 
i H. Knueppel 
Treasurer 

Cambridge 

District 9 
Vincent Fredrickson 

Victoria 

District 5 
Albert Hagenbuch 

President 
Utica 

District 8 
Willis Heaton 

Asst. Secretary 
Bradford 

YOUR AREA DIRECTORS 

Matthiessen SR 
receives upgraded 
electric service 

Your cooperative has completed 
considerable work at Matthiessen State 
Park to improve the quality of service 
for the popular recreational area. 

IVEC built one-half mile of 15-kv 
underground cable into the park area 
and installed two three-phase, 45-kva 
pad-mount transformers. The upgraded 
service provides electric power for the 
park ranger’s residence, sanitary sewer 
lift station, pavilion, picnic area and 
other recreational facilities at the park. 
The underground service was necessary 
to preserve the attractiveness of 
the park area. 

Matthiessen State Park is located on 
Route 178 south of Utica and east of 
Oglesby in LaSalle County on the 
Vermilion River. The work took place 
in Deer Park Township. The project 
was completed Dec. 5. 

The park was served previously by 
IVEC and the City of Oglesby. The 

■■■■■■■■■■■I mmm * 

service from Oglesby was routed across 
the Vermilion River and was limited 
and not adequate for large power 
loads. IVEC had served in parts of the 
park and was requested to provide ser¬ 
vice for all of the park. 

IVEC crews performed all the work 
in connection with the project, includ¬ 
ing engineering by in-house personnel. 
No outside services or assistance was 

New underground service to Matthies¬ 
sen State Park has helped preserve the 
park's attractiveness. At the upper left 
is the entrance, off Route 178. Upper 
right is the ranger's home and the 
pavilion is just above. 
used for the job. The project was an 
extension and addition to the 1983-84 
work plan and is one of the last jobs to 
be completed on the work plan. 

Converted to three-phase 
Crews of IVEC and L. E. Myers Co. worked in November 
and December on a one-mile project north of Princeton in 
Princeton and Dover townships of Bureau County. The 
work involved conversion of single-phase line to three-phase 
to tie the Ladd and Princeton substations together to offer 
better service and meet increased requirements of members 

served by those substations. The work also included tree 
trimming and some line rerouting. 

mlmJ- H# -- 
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Agriculture 
(Continued from page 6) 

barriers. He said the U.S. should 
concentrate on expanding exports to 
the developing countries, and tailoring 
agriculture products to specific over¬ 
seas markets. 

Those are the kinds of issues that 
will be addressed at length in the 
coming year after the Administration 
sends its 1985 Farm Bill to Congress. 

Meanwhile, U.S. farmers are about 
to take another plunge on the farm 
income roller coaster. During three 

years farm income was cut in half, 
bottoming out at $16 billion in 1983. 
In 1984 income swelled to an esti¬ 
mated $31 billion, a figure inflated by 
the payment-in-kind program to 
reduce farm surpluses. That one- 
year program kept production 
expenses down by paying farmers in 
crops to keep land idle. The expected 
dropoff in such government payments 
this year is the major reason farm 

income is forecast to fall back to 
about $21 billion. 

The Reagan Administration hopes 
that expanded exports could bring 
relief to farmers. But Rudolph Penner, 
director of the Congressional Budget 
Office, said at the Outlook Conference 
that the deficit, which is expected to 
top $200 billion this year, skews the 
economy against exporting industries. 

A few years ago, economists 
generally agreed that heavy borrowing 
by the federal government would 
“crowd out” other investors from the 
marketplace, making credit scarce and 
expensive. But European investors 
shifted their money to take advantage 
of high U.S. interest rates, making 
more money available for lending 
in this country. 

“None of us anticipated that 
foreign investors would be so willing 
to finance our deficit,” said Penner. 
Those foreign funds have kept infla¬ 
tion and interest rates down, but have 

also raised the value of the dollar, 
making U.S. products more expensive 

to other countries. 
“We’re better off,” said Penner, 

“But I’m not sure I’d like to try to 
convince a farmer or a steelworker of 
that.” 

Agricultural exports have declined 
every year since 1980, with the U.S. 
share of the world crop surplus 
increasing, reaching nearly 60 percent. 
The amount of U.S. farm exports is 
expected to increase about 4 percent 
this year, largely as a result of a bad 
crop in the Soviet Union. Crop prices 
are expected to drop, however, making 
the total value of U.S. export about 4 
percent less than last year. 

Food prices are expected to rise at 
about the same rate as 1984, when 
they matched the inflation rate of 
about 4 percent. But that won’t help 
farmers as virtually all of that increase 
will pay for higher marketing costs. 

—Rural Electric News Service 

LIFETIME TANK COATINGS 
Stop all leaks in steel and con¬ 
crete — Prevent rust forever. 
Roof coatings for tar paper, 
composition shingles, and metal 
buildings. Anyone can apply all 
coatings. Fix it once and forget 
it. This is our 35th year. Let us 
send you complete information. 

VIRDEN PERMA-BILT CO. 
Box 7160IN Ph.806-352-2761 

2821 Mays St. 
Amarillo, Texas 79114-7160 

MAGNIFYING GLASSES 

A Blessing For Folks Over 40 
Easily read your phone book, Bible, 
ads or labels! 30 day home trial. Not 
for astigmatism or eye disease. U.S. 
made impact resistant lenses. State 
age/sex. Only $9.98 + 75$ handling. 
Precision Optical, Dept. 1091, Rochelle, ILL. 61068 

40 BRAND NEW 

TOWELS $1-! 
UNWOVEN COTTON OR RAYON - Assorted beautiful Pastel Colors. 

BRAND NEW — NOT Seconds - 40 Towels for J1.75 or 80 lor only 

S3.35 120 just $4 95 Super Quality Pis. include 50« extra for pstg 

and tiding with EACH set ol 40 Towels you buy We know Towels — 
we ve sold 70.000.000 already Fund Raisers write for quantity 

prices Money-Back Guarantee NoC O.D s Pis allow up to 6 wks. 
lor delivery 

40 Towel Co. Dept. C-939 
1602 Locust St. St. Louis, M0 63103 

-397 DISH ANTENNA Stf 
DO WNCON VERTER 
RECEIVER « 
New Multichannel MDS complete 
receiving system ready for TV hookup. 

*250 DOWN! P.VMT. 
The featuring of any systems in this ad is for the sole 

I purpose of highlighting and illustrating the latest technology 
m in our best selling BOOK. We present the Multichannel MDS 
■ system and describe TVRO compatible services. 

Satellite TV 4^.0 
^This total package will receive TV signals directly from the ■ 
satellites. It is ready for TV hookup with all TV cables included. ■ 
“WE HAVE IT ALL” - OVER 100 CHANNELS I 
LNA's . ANTENNAS • RECEIVERS • SOURCES I 

Satellite TV Inc. I 
P.O. Box 3108, Dept. IL-1 , Delray Beach, FL| 
33447. Send for REFERENCE BOOK, $11.95 plus ■ 
$2.95 shipping & insurance (U.S. funds) or call our ■ 
24-hour C.O.D. Order Line (305) 276-2941. I 

EXTRA EARLY WAYAHEAD TOMATO 
A Jung development, produces 
compact plants that require 
little space. Can be sown 
directly in your garden- 
no transplanting. Has pro¬ 
duced ripe fruit as early 
as 70 days after sowing. 

Special Offer! 
A trial packet of this early tomato 
seed, plus a packet of our Super 
Giant Zinnias that bloom from early 

summer ’til frost... BOTH FOR 
ONLY IOC.. .SEND TODAY! 

Free Catalog 
Our full-color Catalog is 

filled with the best in 
vegetables, flowers, 

shrubs, fruit and shade 
trees for home and garden. 

J.W. JUNG SEED CO. 
Box D-143, Randolph, Wl 53957 

QUALITY PRODUCTS AT REASONABLE PRICES SINCE 1907 

Dentures 

Total Cost For Both 
Uppor&Lowor Donturos 

Please call for 
an appointment or 

WRITE FOR FREE DETAILS 

Frederick C. Lauer DD8 
Mid-America 

Denture Clinic 

Hayward Drive Rt. 3, box 19C 
Mt. Vernon, Mo. 65712 

(417) 466-7196 
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IVEC 
Comments 

by Tim (Kris) 
Christensen 

General Manager 

Across the 
manager's desk 

Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative 

Office Hours 7:45 A.M. - 4:30 P.M. Route 6 & 34 West 
Monday through Friday Princeton, Illinois 61356 

In case of emergency, call collect (815)875-4488 any time, day or 
night. Someone is always on duty at this number — 24-hour service. 

Serving the rural areas of Bureau, Henry, Kendall, Marshall, 
Knox, LaSalle, Putnam and Stark counties. 

Ice on crossarms and other equipment 

Ice, 
snow, 

wind = 
trouble! 

During a special board meeting on 
Jan. 3, your board of directors, after 
reviewing and examining reports of the 
ice and snow storm that occurred New 
Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day, 
unanimously issued the following 
resolution: 

Whereas, on December 31, 1984, 
the Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
service area experienced a major win¬ 
ter storm with rain, ice, and snow; 
and, 

Whereas, Illinois Valley Electric 
Cooperative substations, transmission 
lines, and distribution facilities suf¬ 
fered severe damage causing power 
outages to a large number of IVEC’s 
member-consumers; and, 

Whereas, Illinois Valley Electric 
Cooperative’s employees showed sin¬ 
cere dedication, working tirelessly for 
as many as 48 hours without rest, 
missing several meals in cold and wet 
weather, and also missing New Year’s 
Eve and Day festivities; and, 

Whereas, in an effort to restore ser¬ 
vice to members as rapidly as possible, 
and to allow Illinois Valley Electric 

Cooperative’s employees a rest period, 
Corn Belt Electric Cooperative in 
Bloomington, Illinois, generously dis¬ 
patched four volunteer journeyman 
linemen and two line basket trucks to 
assist IVEC in time of need. 

Now, therefore, be it resolved that 
the Board of Directors of Illinois 
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Valley Electric Cooperative, in 
representing the entire membership, 
conveys its sincere gratitude to all 
employees of IVEC and the four 
volunteer linemen from Corn Belt 
Electric Cooperative for their dedica¬ 
tion and tireless efforts during this 
severe winter storm to restore electric 
service to the membership of IVEC. 

And, further be it resolved that this 
resolution be spread across the min¬ 
utes of this meeting and be of perma¬ 
nent record. 

Dated this 3rd day of January, 

1985. 
Willis Heaton, Secretary 

Albert Hagenbuch, President 
***** 

In addition to the Cooperative 
employees and those crews from out¬ 
side the service area who helped, we 

also want to express our appreciation 
to the members of IVEC who helped 
to assist Cooperative crews during this 
difficult time. 

The storm affected a large part of 
the IVEC service area, but the hardest 
hit areas were those in the western 
portion, primarily in Bureau, Stark, 
Knox and Henry counties. 

Rain beginning on Dec. 31 froze 
16b 

Storm coats area 
with ice and snow 

Far right: David Whited, construct 
apprentice lineman, looks on. The 
snow build-up on lines, trees and tl 
These photos were taken four days 
of IVEC's service area in early Janual 

on the power lines as temperatures 
dropped. Later that night and during 
the early morning hours of Jan. 1, 
snowfall of up to 10 inches and high 
winds created additional complications 
for the crews that had begun working 
as soon as the icing started causing 
problems. Some roads were drifted 
shut for several hours before our 
trucks could get to damaged sections 
of lines. 

Ice accumulated on poles, conduc¬ 
tor and other system facilities and 
caused many power outages, some of 
which lasted up to 30 hours. Illinois 
Power Company, which serves the 
Kewanee-Burns Substation just west of 

Kewanee, lost transmission facilities 
and caused that substation to be out 
of service. This problem caused the 
longest outage for IVEC members. 

About noon on New Year’s Day, 
we determined that the system had 
taken considerable damage with many 

lines down and poles and crossarms 
broken under the weight of the ice. We 
contacted the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives and requested 
assistance through the statewide emer¬ 
gency work plan, which is a coopera¬ 
tive program designed to provide aid 
for cooperatives facing emergencies 
due to storms or other disasters. 

Corn Belt Electric Cooperative, 
headquartered in Bloomington, sent 

four men, two bucket trucks and some 
replacement crossarms. Corn Belt’s 
area was not affected by the storm. 

All employees of IVEC, some of 
which worked straight through the 
emergency, were involved in the work 

to restore power. Power was restored 
by mid-day on Jan. 2. 

During a storm of this type, many 
of the measures taken to restore power 
are temporary. Your Cooperative’s 
crews continued working for several 
weeks following the storm to make 
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reman, works from the bucket as Tim Akers, 
photos on these two pages show the ice and 

;e and equipment in one of IVEC's substations. 
Ithe ice storm and snow hit the western portion 

permanent repairs. The cost to your 
Cooperative for this storm is expected 
to run in the $75,000-$100,000 range. 

Extensive construction and upgrad¬ 
ing the last few years prevented this 
disaster from being even more costly. 

Utility tax 
deduction 

Illinois Valley Electric Coopera¬ 
tive members who itemize deduc¬ 
tions on their federal income tax 
returns will be able to take an 
additional deduction for the state 
utility tax paid on their electric 
bills in 1984. 

February 1985 

The Internal Revenue Service 
now considers the 5 percent state 
utility tax the same as a sales tax. 
Most Illinois taxpayers who itemize 

may reduce their gross income by 
adding 10 percent to the amount 
specified on the federal optional 
sales tax tables listed in the IRS 
instruction booklet for preparing 
Form 1040. 

For example, if the state sales 
tax deduction indicated on the tax 
tables is $400, taxpayers would add 

$40 to the amount and deduct a 
total of $440 for state sales tax. 

Some taxpayers may have kept 
detailed sales tax records indicating 
that they paid more sales tax than 
the optional tables list. Those IVEC 
members should refer to the “keep 
for your records” half of the 
monthly electric bill from IVEC. It 
details the exact amount in state 
utility taxes paid. Other informa¬ 
tion on the stub may be helpful for 
other tax purposes. 
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District 9 
Vincent Fredrickson 

Victoria 

District 3 
Marion Rieker 

Sheffield 

District 8 
Willis Heaton 

Asst. Secretary 
Bradford 

District 7 
Joe Danielson 
Asst. Treasurer 

Princeton 

District 6 
Dorothy W ilson 

Hennepin 

District 4 
Robert Sondgeroth 

Mendota 

District 5 
Albert Hagenbuch 

President 
Utica 

YOUR AREA DIRECTORS 

Wilson 
appointed 
to replace 

Kunkel 
Dorothy L. Wilson, a Putnam 

County resident, has been appointed 
to the board of directors of IVEC, 
replacing Eugene Kunkel, who 
resigned when he moved off Coopera¬ 
tive lines. 

Mrs. Wilson represents District No. 
6. She and husband John live on Rural 
Route, Hennepin, where they have 
lived since moving from their farm 
home near McNabb in 1976. 

The new director has an extensive 
background in community, church and 
civic work. Included among her many 
present activities are: Marsh all-Putnam 
County Fair board of directors (since 
1978), Putnam County Homemakers 
Extension Association board (presi¬ 
dent two years), member of Putnam 
County Extension Foundation Com¬ 
mittee, Putnam County Planning Com¬ 
mission, and first vice president of 
the Bureau Valley Business and Pro¬ 
fessional Women. 

In addition to her present and 
previous work with these groups, Mrs. 
Wilson has been active with a number 
of other organizations: Hennepin 
Garden Study Club, Girl Scouts 
(helped organize McNabb-Magnolia 
area Scout unit), T-B Seal board, Red 

Wilson 

Cross board, Putnam County Band 
Parents, Marshall-Putnam Counties 
Farm Bureau Women’s Committee, 
past president of Putnam County 
Historical Society, precinct commit¬ 
teeman and secretary of the Putnam 
County Republican Committee, 
chairman of the Cooperative Exten¬ 
sion Service Executive Council for two 
years, church layleader for Hennepin 
Methodist Church and former church 

IVEC Members 
Is this your 

account number and name? 

0000648000 
W. S. Adams 

If it is, please notify Illinois 
Valley Electric Cooperative, 815 
875*4488, and we will present 
you with a fine gift 

Kunkel 

secretary and Sunday school teacher. 

While her many activities keep her 
quite busy, Mrs. Wilson also works 
full-time in Princeton for the Bureau 
County Soil and Water Conservation 
District as office secretary and educa¬ 
tion coordinator. 

Your board of directors, in select¬ 
ing Mrs. Wilson, felt her commitment 
to rural Illinois would add new dimen¬ 
sion to the board of directors as a 
representative of IVEC members. 

Kunkel was first elected to the 
board in September 1979 and was 
reelected in 1982. His tenure as a 
director was during some of the most 
difficult periods in IVEC history, 
requiring dedication and leadership in 
making decisions to drastically 
improve the quality of rural life in this 
area. 

The board expresses its apprecia¬ 
tion to Kunkel for his years of service 
to IVEC. 
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40 BRAND NEW 

TOWELS $1-! 
UNWOVEN COHON OR RAYON - Assorted beautiful Pastel Colors. 

BRAND NEW — NOT Seconds — 40 Towels tor $1 75 or 80 for only 

S3 35 130 just $4 95 Super Quality Pts include 50« extra tor pstg 
and tiding with EACH set of 40 Towels you buy We Know Towels - 

we've sold 70.000.000 already Fund Raisers write for quantity 

prices Money-Back Guarantee No C 0 D s Pis allow up to 6 wks. 
tor delivery 

40 Towel Co. Dept. C-941 
1602 Locust St. St. Louis, MO 63103 

All-in-Ear Aid - Save $200+ 
Improve your hearing! Name brand 
aid helps you understand words you 
miss. If you hear but don’t understand, 
this aid amplifies the sounds you need. 
Enjoy comfortable, attractive aid in your 
own home. FREE 30-day home trial. 
We promise no salesmen! Write today 
for free catalog! J&M, Dept. 109-W 
329 N. Third St., DeKalb, IL 60115 

JUST ONE HAND! 
A completely NEW concept in gardening machines! 
The amazing 2-in-1 TR0Y-BILT® Roto Tiller is not 
only a wonderfully better roto tiller, it’s also a 
wonderful compost shredder-chopper! It turns your 
whole garden, however large or small, into a 
fabulously fertile “compost pile”! So easy to handle, 
even for ladies and older folks. You guide it with 
JUST ONE HAND! For complete details, prices, 
“OFF-SEASON” SAVINGS, send coupon below for 
free booklet. TROY-BILT® Roto Tiller-Power 
Composters, 102nd St. & 9th Ave., Troy, New 
York 12180. © 1985 Garden Way Inc. 

TROY-BILT® Roto Tiller-Power Composters 
Dipt. A-2413 

102nd St. S 9th Am.. Troy. NY 12180 

Plense send me the whole wondertul story of TROY-BILT® Roto 
Tillers including prices and “OFF-SEASON” SAVINGS now in effect 
for a limited time. 

(Please Print Clearly) 

Name  

Address  

City State Zip  

RENTERS WEEPERS 
RI7IEDERS KEEPERS! 

THE MADISON 

•YOU DON’T HAVE TO RENT ANY 
MORE. We can show you how you can live 
twice as well —right now —in your own 
pre-cut custom built home! 

• With our LOW FIXED MORTGAGE RATE 
OF 11.4% ANNUAL PERCENTAGE RATE 
FINANCING AND A DOWN PAYMENT 
FOR ON1Y #500, President Homes will 
rough-erect your home on your lot and 
foundation. You do the easy finishing work 
and save thousands of dollars. 

• All finishing materials per plan are 
included, delivered to your site. 

• There are no hidden costs, 
closing costs or prepayment 
penalties. We can build from 
our plans or your plan. 

• You don’t have to rent and 
weep —you CAN afford a home 

of your own. Get the details now. Write for our 
FREE color catalog. Fill in the coupon below: 

PRESIDENT HOMES 
r 

4808 N. Lilac Dr., Minneapolis, MN 55429 (612) 537-3622 

1 
NAME. 

ADDRESS. 

CITY  .STATE. .ZIP 

PHONE (. 
IL-30 

11.4% 
FINANCING 

APR FIXED RATE 
MORTGAGE 

I I 
■■■■■CUSTOM BUILT PRE-CUT HOMES-OUR ONLY BUSINESS SINCE 1952. 

Cofanadb Blue Sjrtuce 
5-yeoti Old, 1-2 Ft Inffi 

OK&J Jl.95 ea. 
3 fat *5.75 6 (at *10.95 
9 (an *15.95 12 (at *19.95 
N6172. Now you can purchase the ever- 

popular, ever-beautiful Colorado Blue \ 
Spruce (Picea pungens glauca) at this special 
low price — only $1.95 each. These versatile 
Blue Spruce are fovely as single accent planting, 
as a privacy row or windbreak, and as a colorful 
corner grouping. Its rich silver-blue foliage makes 

it a welcome sight all year around. You’ll receive 
select, nicely branched 5-year-old transplanted trees 

that are at least 1 to 2 feet tall. Having been transplanted, the root system is well 
developed and will help the tree get off to a fast start. Order your Blue Spruce on the 
convenient coupon below. Send $1.95 for 1, $5.75 for 3, $10.95 for 6, $15.95 for 9, and 
12 for $19.95. 

Uei 
tOn 

Sf>ecio£ Cofaiada Bdue Sptuce 
m 
n£y 

9 fco* $6 

Guwuudee 
I If within one year of 
B receipt of your order 
■ any plants do not 

live, just RETURN I THE SHIPPING 
LABEL ONLY for a 
free replacement or 
purchase price re¬ 
fund, your choice. 
The WARRANTY IS 
VOID UNLESS 
THE SHIPPING 
LABEL IS RE¬ 
TURNED. 

N6208. Strong, northern grown 10 to 18”. 3 
year old seedlings, are Nursery grown. 
They’re just the right size for planting. 

10 l *8 DC These trees, will help turn your yard into a IZ (|(vl *0.9!) show place. Order Now. 

OCd 10 la 18 inch Si$e 
$2.49 6 Iwi $4.85 
95 

Order Here 
HOUSE OF WESLEY, NURSERY DIVISION 
Dept. SSAI-SS 
Bloomington, Illinois 61701 
Rease send the following items: 

 NB172. 5-Year Old Blue Spruce 

 N6208. 3-Year Old Blue Spruce 

III. Residents add 6% Sales Tax. 

NAME  

ADDRESS   

CITY. 

S 
$. 

TOTALS 

.STATE. 
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IVEC 
Comments 

by Tim (Kris) 
Christensen 

General Manager 

Across the 
manager's desk 

Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative 

Office Hours 7:45 A.M. - 4:30 P.M. Route 6 & 34 West 
Monday through Friday Princeton, Illinois 61356 

In case of emergency, call collect (815)875-4488 any time, day or 
night. Someone is always on duty at this number — 24-hour service. 

Serving the rural areas of Bureau, Henry, Kendall, Marshall, 
Knox, LaSalle, Putnam and Stark counties. 

Soyland now lone supplier 
of power for Illinois Valley 

Effective January 1, Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative began receiving 
all its wholesale power requirements 
through Soyland Power Cooperative, 
culminating many years of efforts by 
a number of electric cooperatives in 
the state to gain control over their 
source of wholesale power. 

For more than 20 years, a large 
group of cooperatives have worked 

together to achieve a reliable source of 
electric power at the lowest possible 
cost. We are no longer at the mercy of 
the old wholesale power contracts that 
caused cooperatives to pay a premium 

for purchased power. 
The foundation for this new 

arrangement is Soyland’s ownership of 
a portion of the nuclear Clinton Power 
Station and a long-term contractual 

agreement for Soyland to purchase on 
an “as-if-owned” basis output from 
several investor-owned utility fossil- 
fuel fired power plants. This new 
arrangement provides for balance and 
efficiency and eliminates over the long 
term the year-to-year wholesale power 
cost increases so common over the last 
decade. 

The change will be reflected in the 
format of the bills for IVEC members. 
On this page is a facsimile of a bill and 
the changes are noted. 

(Energy) 596 kwh x 
12.44<{: = 74.14 

Facility Charge = 11.15 
85.29 

ILLINOIS VALLEY ELECTRIC 
CO-OPERATIVE INC. 

P 0 BOX70 PRINCETON. Ill.llJM PM0NH7M4M 

Tax 5% = 4.18 3—■- 

(Wholesale Power Cost) . 
596 kwh x .0028063 

(credit) = 1.67C 

Kwh usage (from 12/26_* 
to 1/30) 

WPCA Percentage- 

f rofT\ 
Reading 

3508 

Reading 

4104 

KWH 

Multiplier 

596 

-111. Public Util. Tax 5% 
Wholesale power 

Net (if bill paid by 2-20-85) 
Gross (if bill paid after 2-20-85) 

29 

Address Correction Requested 
Return Postage Guaranteed 

John Doe 

Route 1 
Anywhere, 111. 00000 

© 
Presorted 

F irst Class Mail 
U.S. Postage 

1 Oz. Paid 
Permit No. 489 

Princeton, Illinois 
61356 

Net Bill (If bill is paid 
by 2/20/85) 

Gross Bill (If bill paid 
after 2/20/851 

Location Number 

Account Number 

35 _/\ /\_ 
COST PER DAY 

-y- 

_A_ 
2; si 

THIS STATEMENT IS 

Y Account Number 

0009991! 00 

*s 12 26 84; ^ #1" ■■ FROM TO ♦yo 1 30 85j 

/ Account Number ' 

0009991 !00 
k 1 > 

r Gross Bill 
s ; t 

^ 91 198 J 

lu 

/ Net Bill 

s ; < 
87 I 88 

R 

z1 

Keep For Your Records RETURN THIS PORTION 

New bill format 
This sample of an IVEC bill indi¬ 

cates changes coinciding with the new 
billing procedure being used by Soy¬ 
land Power Cooperative. Your board 
of directors has decided to reflect 
most of the wholesale power cost in 
the energy rate to more closely reflect 

16 

costs that exist now. The top line of 
the bill indicates the kilowatt-hour 
consumption and the energy cost for 

that usage. This portion of your bill 
includes two basic elements of the 
electric bill: energy costs and a facili¬ 
ties charge. Current wholesale costs are 
now included in the energy costs. The 
board selected this method because it 

better reflects the cost of power. Also 
shown are the Illinois Public Utilities 
Tax of 5 percent and wholesale 
power adjustments. You will notice 
that for this particular month there 
was a credit. Also indicated are the net 
and gross amounts. The board also 
eliminated the winter-summer rate 
differential. 
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District 9 
Vincent Fredrickson 

Victoria 

District 5 
Albert Hagenbuch 

President 
Utica 

YOUR AREA DIRECTORS 

Cooperative needs access to equipment 
In the process of beautifying their 

homes and lawns, some members may 
forget that your cooperative must have 
access to equipment located on the 
member’s premises. This equipment 
includes meters, underground cable 
and transformers (both overhead and 
pad-mount). Situations such as these 
are encountered 
• the resident has erected a fence 
with a locked gate, or no gate, and the 
meter is inside the fence. 
• the home owner has added a garage 
and has enclosed the meter in the 
garage. 
• a bush planted in front of the meter 
has grown so large that the meter can 

no longer be read easily. 
• a patio or carport has been laid over 
the underground cable. 
• a pad-mount transformer has been 
enclosed with flowers and a decorative 
fence. 
• the area around an electric pole has 
been landscaped so that there is no 
way to climb the pole without damag¬ 
ing the plants. 

In those situations where we cannot 
reach the meter, rules for continued 
service permit the cooperative to 
require the member to take whatever 
action necessary for the cooperative 
to have access to the meter. 

Before you begin any landscaping 

near the cooperative’s equipment, 
remember that the equipment must be 
accessible now and in the future. That 
small evergreen may someday become 
a big tree and shouldn’t be planted 
near your electric meter. If you are 
planning to add a permanent structure 
that might involve your underground 
service, please call the cooperative 
office before you start construction. 
Someone will come out and advise you 
as to what can be done to avoid 
problems later. And if you must add a 
fence with a locked gate, the coopera¬ 
tive’s meter and other equipment must 
be moved to keep it accessible at all 
times. 

Statement of nondiscrimination 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative, 

Inc., has filed with the Federal Gov¬ 
ernment a Compliance Assurance in 
which it assures the Rural Electrifica¬ 
tion Administration that it will com¬ 
ply fully with all requirements of Title 
VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and 
the Rules and Regulations of the 
Department of Agriculture issued 
thereunder to the end that no person 
in the United States shall, on the 
ground of race, color, sex, or national 
origin, be excluded from participation 
in, be denied the benefits of, or be 

otherwise subjected to discrimination 
in the conduct of its program and the 
operation of its facilities. Under this 
Assurance, this organization is com¬ 
mitted not to discriminate against any 
person on the ground of race, color, 
sex, or national origin in its policies 
and practices relating to applications 

for service or any other policies and 
practices relating to treatment of 
beneficiaries and participants including 
rates, conditions and extension of 
service, use of any of its facilities, 
attendance at and participation in any 
meetings of beneficiaries and partici¬ 
pants or the exercise of any rights 
of such beneficiaries and participants 
in the conduct of the operations of 
this organization. 

IVEC Members 
Is this your 

account number and name? 

Delbert W. Gabel 
0001140500 

If it is, please notify Illinois 
Valley Electric Cooperative, 815 
8754488, and we will present 
you with a fine gift. 

Any person who believes himself, 
or any specific class of individuals, to 
be subjected by this organization to 
discrimination prohibited by Title VI 
of the Act and the Rules and Regula¬ 
tions issued thereunder may, by 
himself or a representative, file with 
the Secretary of Agriculture, Washing¬ 
ton, D.C. 20250, or the Rural Electri¬ 
fication Administration, Washington, 
D.C. 20250, or this organization, or 
all, a written complaint. Such com¬ 
plaint must be filed no later than 180 
days after the alleged discrimination, 
or by such later date to which the 
Secretary of Agriculture or the Rural 
Electrification Administration extends 
the time for filing. Identity for com¬ 
plainants will be kept confidential 
except to the extent necessary to carry 
out the purposes of the Rules and 
Regulations. 

1 7 March 1985 



1 cup chopped nuts 
1 small pkg. semi-sweets 

1 block paraffin 

MILLIONAIRE PIE 
1 can Eagle Brand milk 1 cup nuts, chopped 

Va cup lemon juice 9 oz. Cool Whip 
1 can fruit cocktail 1 can coconut 

Combine and pour in graham cracker crust. Makes two pies. 

PIE CRUST 
1 cup flour Va cup chopped nuts 
1 stick butter or margarine Va cup powdered sugar 

Mix and add enough water s^ you can pat the crust into a pie pan. 
This can be baked and used for any filling or filling may be baked 
in shell. 

BOILED CUSTARD 
1 qt. milk 2 tablespoons flour (level) 
1 cup sugar Va teaspoon almond extract 
4 egg yolks Va teaspoon vanilla 

Heat milk. Beat yolks with a little cold milk. Mix sugar and flour, 
add to heated milk. Cook until it coats a spoon. Add flavorings. 
Pour into a bowl, cool. Do not overcook! 

OLD FASHIONED LEMON PIE 
2 cups sugar Juice of 2 lemons 

Va cup butter 6 well-beaten eggs 
3 soda crackers, crumbled 

Cream sugar and butter together. Add crackers, juice and eggs. 
Pour into unbaked pie crust. Bake 30 minutes at 350 degrees. 

ANGEL BISCUITS 
5 cups flour 1 cup shortening 

V* cup sugar 1 cake (or pkg.) yeast 
2 teaspoons baking powder 2 tab’espoons warm water 
1 teaspoon soda 2 cups buttermilk 
1 teaspoon salt 1 stick melted oleo 

Sift dry ingredients together. Blend in shortening. Dissolve yeast 
in water, let stand 5 minutes. Add to buttermilk. Mix yeast and 
add to flour mixture. Mix well. Turn out on floured board. Roll 
out and cut. Dip biscuits in melted oleo. Bake at 450 degrees for 
12 minutes. NOTE: Bake at once or let stand. Once prepared can 
be wrapped in foil and frozen. P.S. Don't forget the salt. 

FRUIT DIP 
2 cups (7-oz. jar) marshmallow cream 1 tablespoon orange rind, grated 
1 8-oz. pkg. cream cheese dash of ginger 

Gradually add marshmallow cream to softened cream cheese. 
Mix well. Add other ingredients. Whip until fluffy. Serve with 
fresh fruit or frozen melon balls. 

COCONUT BALLS 
1 box coconut 
1 box powdered sugar 

Vz can condensed milk 
Vs stick butter (melted) 

Combine sugar, coconut, and pecans in mixing bowl. Add milk and 
butter. Mix well and form small balls. Let set a few minutes 
and melt paraffin and semi-sweets, then dip balls with a tooth pick. 

PRALINES 
2 cups white sugar Pinch salt 
1 cup buttermilk 2 tablespoons butter 
1 teaspoon soda 1 Vz cups pecans or fresh coconut 

Mix sugar, milk and soda and stir constantly until it comes to 
a fast boil. Add butter, salt and nuts, continue to stir and cook 
until it forms a soft ball when a little is dropped in cold water. 
Set off for about 2 minutes, beat until creamy. Drop by spoonfuls 
onto wax paper. 

CHOW-MEIN CASSEROLE 
1 (16-oz.) can beef chow mein Vz teaspoon black pepper 
1 cup uncooked rice Vz teaspoon paprika 

IVz lbs. ground beef 1 tablespoon salt 
1 (8-oz.) can tomato sauce (more or less to taste) 
1 med. onion, chopped 4 (l-oz. each) slices cheese 

Bring to boil 5 cups water, add rice, cook until done. Remove 
from heat, let stand 20 minutes. In lightly greased heated skillet, 
add gound beef. Add !4 cup water to start cooking process. Cook 
till light brown, remove from heat. Mix cooked rice, onion, 
pepper, paprika and salt in a large bowl. Add ground beef, chow 
mein and tomato sauce, mixing well. Pour into baking pan. Cut 
each slice of cheese into 3 strips, place on top of mix. Bake in pre¬ 
heated 350 degree oven 30 minutes. Serve hot with favorite 
vegetables or salad to 12. 

BAKED BEANS 
2 strips bacon 1 teaspoon mustard 

Vz cup chopped onion 2 teaspoons sugar 
1/3 cup chopped bell pepper 1 teaspoon Worcestershire 
Vz to % lb. ground beef Salt and pepper to taste 

1 cup catsup 1 large can Campbell's pork and beans 

Fry bacon. Brown onion and pepper in fat. Remove from skillet 
and brown beef, add bacon, onion and pepper. Add remaining 
ingredients and simmer about 2 hours. 

APPLESAUCE CAKE 
Vz cup shortening Va teaspoon salt 

1 cup sugar 1 teaspoon flour 
1% cups flour 1 cup raisins 

V* teaspoon nutmeg 1 cup applesauce 
Vz teaspoon soda 1 egg 

1 teaspoon cinnamon 

Cream shortening and sugar. Add beaten egg. Add applesauce to 
which soda has been dissolved. Sift flour with spices and salt. Add 
to batter. Dredge raisins in teaspoon flour and fold into batter. 
Bake in floured and greased pan at 350 degrees for 114 hours. 
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ZUCCHINI SQUASH BREAD 
3 eggs 2 teaspoons cinnamon 
2 cups sugar 1 teaspoon salt 
2 cups zucchini, shredded VA teaspoon baking powder 
1 cup oil 1 teaspoon soda 
2 teaspoons vanilla 1 cup chopped nuts 
3 cups flour 

Mix first 5 ingredients together slowly, adding flour. Add re¬ 
maining ingredients. Pour into 2 greased loaf pans. Bake at 325 
degrees for about 1 hour. Zucchini does not have to be peeled. 
Makes 2 loaves. 

RICE CASSEROLE 
2 boxes of Uncle Ben's Wild and 2 sticks butter 

Combination rice 2Vz cans mushroom soup 
4 whole pieces celery, chopped 2 large cans mushrooms, drained 
2 large onions, chopped VA lbs. Velveeta cheese 

Cook rice as directed and set aside. Cook celery and onions in 
butter. Mix soup, mushrooms and cheese together. Cook until 
cheese melts. Combine all 3 steps and bake at 350 degrees for 
1 Vz hours. 

BROCCOLI CASSEROLE 
2 boxes chopped broccoli, cooked Vz cup milk 
1 onion, sauted 2 cups cooked rice 
1 can cream of chicken soup 1 lb. Velveeta cheese 

Mix all together leaving part of the cheese for top of casserole. 
Put in baking dish. Top with remaining cheese. Bake at 350 
degrees for 30 minutes. 

TAGLIARINI 
2 lbs. ground beef Dash pepper 
2 small onions, chopped Vz cup red wine 
2 cloves garlic, minced 1 cup tomato sauce 
2 teaspoons bacon grease 1 can creamed corn 

Pinch of oregano 1 can olives, chopped (4Vz oz.) 
Dash of cumin 1 can mushrooms (2 oz.) 
Dash of marjoram 1 pkg. noodles, cooked (1 lb.) 

1 teaspoon chili powder 1 cup cheese, grated 
1 teaspoon salt 

Brown meat, onions and garlic in bacon grease. Mix remaining 
ingredients together, except cheese. Place in casserole dish. 
Sprinkle cheese on top and bake covered for 1 hour at 300 degrees. 

LEMON CHESS PIE 
2 cups sugar 4 eggs 
1 teaspoon flour VA cup melted oleo 
1 teaspoon corn meal 4 tsps. lemon rind, grated 

VA cup lemon juice (2 lemons) 
Toss sugar, flour and corn meal lightly. Add eggs and beat well. 
Mix together oleo, lemon rind and lemon juice. Add to flour mix¬ 
ture. Mix well. Pour into unbaked pie shell. Bake at 350 degrees 
for 35-40 minutes. 

KAUAI CHICKEN 
2 lbs. choice chicken pieces 1 cup diagonally sliced celery 
1 teaspoon garlic salt VA cups chicken broth 
1 teaspoon paprika 2 tablespoons cornstarch 

VA teaspoon pepper 3 tablespoons soy sauce 
2 tablespoons vegetable oil 2 large fresh tomatoes, cut in 
1 large onion, sliced eighths 

1 Vi large green peppers, cut in 3 cups hot cooked rice 
thin strips 

Remove skin and bones from chicken. Cut meat in thin strips. 
Season with garlic salt, paprika, and pepper. Saute chicken in 
oil about 1 minute or until tender. Add onion, green peppers, 
celery and Vi cup broth. Cover and steam for ll/z minutes. Blend 
remaining broth with cornstarch and soy sauce. Stir into chicken 
vegetable mixture. Add tomatoes,- cook and stir about 1 minute 
or until sauce is slightly thickened. Serve over beds of fluffy 
rice. 6 servings. 

OAHU SKILLET DISH 
1 lb. lean ground beef VA cup soy sauce 

VA teaspoon garlic powder 2 tablespoons cornstarch 
I cup sliced onions Vz teaspoon sugar, optional 
1 green pepper, cut in %-inch pieces 1 Vz cups beef broth 
1 pkg. frozen cauliflower (10 oz.) 3 cups hot cooked rice 
2 large tomatoes, cut in eighths 

Saute meat, garlic powder, and onions about 5 minutes. Add 
green pepper, cauliflower (separated into smaller pieces), tomato 
wedges, and soy sauce. Stir lightly to coat vegetables with soy 
sauce. Cover pan and simmer until vegetables are tender crisp, 
about 5 minutes. Blend cornstarch, sugar and broth. Add to meat 
mixture. Cook, stirring constantly until thoroughly heated and 
sauce is thickened. Serve over beds of fluffy rice. 

CHEESE-BACON SPREAD 
1 8-oz. carton sour cream VA cup chopped toasted almonds 
Vz cup mayonnaise 1 tablespoon chopped green onion tops 

1 cup shredded Cheddar cheese VA teaspoon salt 
4 slices bacon, cooked and crumbled Bran bread 

Combine first 7 ingredients, and blend well. Spread on bread. 
Yield.- 2 cups of filling. 
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IVEC 
Comments 

by Tim (Kris) 
Christensen 
General Manager 

Across the 
manager's desk 

Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative 

Office Hours 7:45 A.M. - 4:30 P.M. Route 6 & 34 West 
Monday through Friday Princeton, Illinois 61356 

In case of emergency, call collect (815)875-4488 any time, day or 
night. Someone is always on duty at this number — 24-hour service. 

Serving the rural areas of Bureau, Henry, Kendall, Marshall, 
Knox, LaSalle, Putnam and Stark counties. 

IVEC and the cost of electricity 
There is no pretending that IVEC 

rates are not high. The graph on this 
page shows the price at 1,000 kilo¬ 
watt-hours for every utility in Illinois. 
As you can see, Illinois Valley Electric 
is the highest. 

This graph also indicates that 
almost all Illinois electric cooperative 
rates are higher than investor-owned 
utilities. As we have pointed out 
before, electric cooperatives serve the 
less dense rural areas, not the cities 
and towns, where investor-owned and 
municipal utilities have an average of 
10 to as high as 30 times as many con¬ 
sumers per mile of line. Revenue per 
mile follows the same pattern. 

A second graph, on page 12b, 
shows the price at 3,000 kilowatt- 
hours for every utility in Illinois, and 
Illinois Valley Electric is the second 
highest. 

Just one year ago no other electric 
cooperative in Illinois had rates that 
were even close to Illinois Valley Elec¬ 
tric’s, but several others have now also 
started extensive system improvements 
and are experiencing rate increases. 
The graph indicates one cooperative 
now has rates higher than Illinois 
Valley Electric. 

Some of you may have been con¬ 
tacted recently and asked to sign a 
petition calling for a special meeting 
of Illinois Valley Electric members, 
to pass a resolution to instruct your 
board of directors to contact other 
utilities to sell the cooperative. 

I doubt very seriously that any 
investor-owned utility would be inter¬ 
ested in purchasing the cooperative 

and assuming our debt. We must 
remember that investor-owned utilities 
are in business to make money for 
their shareholders. 

In fact, here is an article that 
appeared in the LaSalle Daily News- 
Tribune on Wednesday, March 6, 
1985. M, I. Harrison, LaSalle area 
service manager for Illinois Power, said 
the company wanted to listen to their 
customers’ concerns, and I quote: 
“And I am sure there is not anything 
we can tell you about our pending rate 
increase that is going to make you 
happy. I know that. We’re in business. 
We’re a private, investor-owned com¬ 
pany. When you talk about stockhold¬ 
ers, a stockholder can bail out in the 
morning. Dividends — if anybody 
wants a dividend for $23, they can 
buy a share of stock and get a divi¬ 
dend. If dividends are eliminated, 
stockholders are gone in about two 

days. You know that. To get into a 
rate hearing and all of the testimony 
on why we are requesting a rate 
increase would take days. Nobody 
likes prices to go up. Nobody.” 

These statements by an Illinois 
Power area manager clearly explain the 
difference between an electric cooper¬ 
ative and an investor-owned utility. 
Many of the same reasons investor- 
owned utilities wouldn’t serve Illinois 
Valley Electric’s service area 45 years 
ago still exist today — low density per 
mile of investment and low return on 
their investment. In Illinois investor- 
owned utilities serve an average of 36 
meters per mile while Illinois Valley 
Electric serves an average of only 3.1 
meters per mile. Investor-owned utili¬ 
ties collect an average of $42,000 
per mile while Illinois Valley Electric 
only collects an average of $4,200 per 
mile. 

BILLS @ 1000 KWH 
February 1985 

April 1985 12a 



BILLS @3000 KWH 
February 1985 
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27 COOPERATIVES 

Illinois Valley Electric’s goal 45 
years ago was to provide the best pos¬ 
sible service at the least possible cost, 
not just for the next six months but 
far into the future. That goal is the 
same today as it was 45 years ago. 

Your board of directors has been 
contacted by this same group, which 
now is circulating petitions to sell the 
cooperative. They first requested we 
release them individually or in a group 
to be served by other utilities. Your 
board had to refuse this request. 
Releasing them would have only 
increased the burden of debt to the 
members not so fortunate of being on 
the edge of Illinois Valley’s service 
area or in subdivisions where the inves¬ 
tor-owned utilities might be willing to 
serve them. 

Your board has also been requested 
by this same group to contact neigh¬ 
boring utilities to see, if the coopera¬ 
tive was for sale, if they would buy 
the cooperative. Your board is not 
convinced this would be in the best 
interest of the members over a long 
period of time. 

Your board is aware that investor- 
owned utilities, because of greater 
involvement in nuclear power and 
many other factors, are facing drama¬ 
tic rate increases. 

In fact, let’s go to the chart of all 
Illinois Electric Rates I shown earlier. 
Illinois Power presently has a 22Vi per¬ 
cent rate increase filed with the Illinois 
Commerce Commission for residential 

consumers. This would raise their bill 
to $83.23 per 1,000 kwh. 

In a Decatur newspaper on October 
16, 1984, a vice-president of Illinois 

Power Company stated Illinois Power 
needs a 35 percent rate increase before 
late 1986. That’s just next year, that’s 
on top of the 221/2 percent presently 
requested for a total increase needed 
by Illinois Power of 65 percent. 

Going back to our graph: This addi¬ 
tional 35 percent rate increase would 
raise Illinois Power’s rates per 1,000 
kilowatt-hour to $112.36, not that 
much less than Illinois Valley’s rates. 

Your board has also reviewed the 
estimated cost of the Clinton Power 
Station at $3,148 billion, of which 

Illinois Power’s share is $2,698 billion. 
These types of investments by 

Illinois Power lead us to believe our 
rates may well be even lower in the 
future than Illinois Power Company’s 
rates. 

Your cooperative has not had a 
general rate increase since January 1, 
1983, more than two years ago, and 
has no plans during 1985 for an 
increase providing the kilowatt-hour 
sales do not decrease significantly. The 
increases you have experienced since 
January 1, 1983, have been for whole¬ 
sale power, and as we have discussed 
before, with our new contracts at Soy- 
land, we expect these increases in 
Wholesale Power Costs to stabilize. 

Facilities charge covers variety of expenses 
The facilities charge is the mini¬ 

mum amount that must be charged, 
even if no kilowatt-hours are used. The 
main reason for this charge is what is 
called transformer “core loss.” That 
means a transformer uses electricity 
even though you have no kilowatt- 
hour usage going through the meter. 
The larger the transformer the more 
the core loss will be. A small trans¬ 
former might lose from one to three 
kwh per day with no load, and a bigger 
transformer might lose more than five 
kwh per day with no load, also, this is 
one reason the cooperative must pur¬ 
chase many more kilowatt-hours in a 
month than what it sells to the mem¬ 
bers. 

Another reason for the facilities 

charge is the expense of having poles 
and equipment there. Poles cost about 
$100 each. A transformer costs around 
$400 and a meter costs about $40. (A 
lightning storm can do a lot of damage 

While Illinois Valley Electric Coop¬ 
erative strives to maintain the best 
possible service with a minimum of 
outage time, occasional outages either 
planned or uncontrolled, do occur. 

Your Cooperative needs to know 
the names and location of coopera¬ 
tive members who depend on life-sup¬ 
port equipment. We keep a registry of 
members on life-support equipment. 

to the equipment in a short time.) 
The facilities charge is necessary to 

cover these expenses. If you have any 
other questions, please contact the 
office. 

and it is important that this informa¬ 
tion be current and accurate. We will 
make every effort to give priority to 
restore service to members of life- 
support systems. 

If you or a member of your family 
depend on life-support equipment, 
please contact Linda Lorenzen at 
IVEC, P.O. Box 70, Princeton, 111. 
61356, or AC 815 875-4488. 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS 
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Continued rate disparity is predicted 
The disparity between urban and 

rural electric rates continued to widen 
in the year that ended January 1, 
1984, according to a study conducted 
by David J. Lessels, REA rate policy 
specialist in the agency’s electric bor¬ 
rowers management division. 

A memo prepared by Lessels for 
Joe S. Zoller, assistant administrator 
of REA, revealed that 72.3 percent of 
REA borrowers had higher residential 
rates for 1,000 kilowatt-hours than 
comparable nearby investor-owned 
utilities. The chart above, prepared by 
NRECA, shows trends in the rate dis¬ 
parity which an NRECA authority 
believes will continue for the fore¬ 
seeable future. 

Richard Larochelle, economic and 
rate specialist for the association, said 
that while there will be a slowdown in 
rate increase by REA borrowers (in 
fact, there already is), the gap between 
power company and co-op rates will 
continue because of the impact of 

wholesale power costs. 
He attributed the spread principally 

to co-op plant construction which 
began escalating about 10 years ago. 
The co-ops have less embedded capital 
(plants constructed in earlier years 
when costs were lower) than the 
power companies. The surge in co-op 
G&T construction was brought about 
in most cases by the inability or reluc¬ 
tance of other wholesale power 
suppliers to meet the anticipated needs 
of the co-ops under acceptable terms. 
What the industry did not forecast was 
a drop in power demand resulting 
from high costs and conservation pro¬ 
grams that followed the Arab oil 
embargo. 

Basing construction on historic 
growth, power companies and co-ops 
alike ended up with more power than 
they could sell, but they still have the 
obligation to pay off the debt incurred 
in plant construction. The co-ops are 
relatively more pressed because much 

more of their capacity was acquired 
at high cost. 

Despite 10 plant cancellations and 
four on hold, G&T co-ops have 18 
more plants under construction which 
will be included in their rate bases 
when they are completed. 

The Lessels’ study shows that 664 
REA borrowers had higher rates and 
255 had lower rates at 1,000 kwh, 
which is close to the average monthly 
residential use of rural electric co-op 
members. 

The study noted that part of the 
increase in borrowers with higher 
rates was caused by a change in 
Indiana to more accurately reflect ser¬ 
vice areas of power companies. This 
resulted in 23 borrowers showing 
higher rates than would have been the 
case in prior years. Had the Indiana 
correction not been made, the nation 
survey would have shown that 69.7 
percent of the borrowers had higher 
rates than neighboring utilities. 

COMPARISON OF RESIDENTIAL 
ELECTRIC BILLS AT 1000 KWH 

CO-OPS VS. NEIGHBORING UTILITIES 

Co-op Rates Co-op Rates 
Lower Higher 

I I | | 
Source: REA 

April 1985 12c 



Rural electrification is 
The official anniversary of the rural 

electrification program is May 11, 
1985, the 50th anniversary of Presi¬ 
dent Franklin D. Roosevelt’s signing of 
an executive order establishing the 
Rural Electrification Administration 
(REA). 

Prior to the establishment of REA 
as the primary mechanism to get elec¬ 
tricity to the countryside, only about 
one in 10 farms were electrified. The 
first aim of the new Rural Electrifica¬ 
tion Administration 50 years ago was 
to provide low interest, long term 
federal loans to the existing power 
industry, hopefully making it possible 
to provide service across the thinly 
populated rural areas. With few excep¬ 
tions, the industries response was to 
refuse the loans on the grounds that 
there was litde demand for such ser¬ 
vice and that it would never pay its 
way. It was clear that the nation’s 
commercial power companies were not 
going to help remedy that severe rural 
disability. 

That’s when rural Americans moved 
aggressively to provide electric service 
for themselves. They legally organized 

corporate entities so they could 
borrow and negotiate contracts, and 
most chose the cooperative form 
because it is user-owned and all share 
evenly in decision-making and in 
benefits. 

Their objective was not to own 
electric utilities for a dollar gain, but 
simply to obtain a service that they 
were unable to get prior to the REA. 

In many instances, they volun¬ 
teered their labor, their land for neces¬ 
sary right-of-way, their teams of 
horses and equipment — whatever was 
needed in order to make possible the 
extension of electric service to their 
homes and farms. They knew it 
wouldn’t be easy and the cost would 
be high in spite of their contributed 
services and their nonprofit operation. 
The number of electric users for each 
mile of line was still painfully few to 
share in the cost of providing this 

50 in May 
service. 

Still, they recruited as many neigh¬ 
bors as they could to join them. They 
took on as much of the job of hauling 
and setting poles, stringing wire and 
other duties as they could to spare 
costs and hold them in reach so their 
friends and neigbors could hook up to 
the miracle of electricity. 

Starting in those early days, and 
through all the years to follow, they 
did their job so well that today there 

are nearly 1,000 user-owned rural elec¬ 
tric systems scattered across 46 states, 
delivering electricity to 25 million 
rural Americans. 

Those pioneers learned on many 
occasions how sorely people needed 
each other and depended on one 
another, so it was no surprise to them 
to find user-owned rural electric 
systems would work. 

So, it will be more than a 50th 
anniversary for cooperative rural elec¬ 
trification this year. It will be a golden 
anniversary — a truly valued milestone 
along the path that led us from the 

darkness of 50 years ago into a bright 
new day for all of us. 

Electric cooperatives unique businesses 
Electric cooperatives are unique in 

many aspects. Cooperatives were 
formed to provide electric service at 
cost to members. These cooperatives 
were organized after public utilities 
showed disinterest in serving the 
sparsely settled rural areas. To these 
rural families, the price of electricity 
was not the immediate concern, but 
the availability was. Knowing that 
serving the rural area would not gen¬ 
erate much revenue, cooperative 
officials did everything possible to 
decrease the cost of service. 

Your Cooperative’s rate for electric 
service is higher than neighboring 
public utilities. Part of the difference 
comes from the fact that the investor- 
owned utilities average over 35 con¬ 
sumers per mile of line and the munici¬ 
pally owned systems average over 80 
consumers per mile of line, IVEC 
averages just 3 consumers per mile of 
line. Such a high investment, of 
course, affects our rates. The revenues 
from each mile of line for other utili¬ 

ties average over 10 times more than 
the revenues for electric cooperatives. 
It is quite evident that cooperatives 
must have some economic help that 
only members can provide. There are 
also a couple of other ways in which 
our members can help their coopera¬ 
tive to keep rates as low as possible. 

For instance overdue bills are very 
time consuming and expensive. Extra 
work is performed on every overdue 
bill. About 95 percent of the bills are 
paid by the regular due date. To 
encourage payment on time and to 

IVEC Members 
Is this your 

account number and name? 

Jerry W. Rogers 
0004338000 

If it is, please notify Illinois 
Valley Electric Cooperative, 815 
875-4488, and we will present 
you with a fine gift. 

cover the extra cost of the additional 
notice and handling, a 5 percent 
penalty is added after the due date. 
Further costs are incurred from those 
few accounts which must be collected 
by our linemen. 

Outage calls are another example of 
how members can help their coopera¬ 
tive to reduce cost. Some outage calls 
are for blown fuses on the member’s 
side of the meter and are not the 
responsibility of the cooperative. 
Make sure the outage is on the co-op 
facilities. 

If an outage occurs, a phone call 
will get the linemen out quickly. When 
you call to report an outage, check 
with your neighbors first to see if they 
have power. This information helps us 
to locate the problem faster and get 
the power back on much sooner. Also 
be sure to give us your account num¬ 
ber when you report an outage. 

We offer these suggestions to help 
you help us. We want to keep your 
power costs as low as possible. 
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Illinois Valley 
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Office Hours 7:45 A.M. - 4:30 P.M. Route 6 & 34 West 
Monday through Friday Princeton, Illinois 61356 

In case of emergency, call collect (815)875-4488 any time, day or 
night. Someone is always on duty at this number — 24-hour service. 

Serving the rural areas of Bureau, Henry, Kendall, Marshall, 
Knox, LaSalle, Putnam and Stark counties. 

IVEC completes 
district meetings 

As I am certain all of you are 
aware, Illinois Valley Electric Coopera¬ 
tive recently held district meetings 
where all members were invited to 
attend. These meetings were intended 
to allow the membership a better 
opportunity to understand and 
become more familiar with the coop¬ 
erative and ask questions concerning 
its operations. 

It was anticipated and hoped by 
your board of directors that these 
meetings would provide two-way 
communication between the coopera¬ 
tive and its membership. We feel the 
meetings were very successful for the 
people who participated; however, it 
was disappointing that a larger number 
of people chose not to participate. 

Several topics were discussed at 
these meetings, and several sugges¬ 
tions were made by the membership. 
Even though the requests were made 

by only one person, or in some cases 
several people, your board of direc¬ 
tors, to allow for better communica¬ 
tion between the membership and the 
cooperative, has reviewed these sugges¬ 
tions and is attempting to respond 
accordingly. 

Some examples of action taken by 
your board of directors in response to 
suggestions received are given below: 
1. An administrative policy governing 
attendance at Cooperative board meet¬ 
ings was revised to allow member 
attendance at meetings provided the 
proper request form is filed. However, 
it should be noted that in the past no 
member has ever been refused permis¬ 
sion to attend and address a board 
meeting. 
2. As you will note in this issue of the 
Illinois Rural Electric News, a sum¬ 
mary of board meeting happenings 
will be included each month in the 

Board meeting notes 
MEETING HELD 

ON MARCH 29,1985 
President Hagenbuch called the 

meeting to order at 10 a.m. with all 
members present. Manager Christen¬ 
sen, attorney Claudon and Gordon 
Olsen of the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives were also 
present. 

Routine orders of business were 
reviewed and accepted after due con¬ 

sideration. 
Several directors reported on vari¬ 

ous meetings and related cooperative 
activities they had attended during the 
past month. 

Staff personnel reported concerning 
the activities in their respective depart¬ 
ments during the past month. 

The following items were discussed 
and/or moved on: 
1. It was approved to allow members 
to observe the monthly meetings of 
the board. 

IVEC center section. This summary 
will also include the date and time of 
the next month’s board meeting. 

3. Also included in this issue of the 
Illinois Rural Electric News is a copy 
of an operational policy of IVEC. 
One policy will appear in the Illinois 
Rural Electric News each month until 
such time as all operational policies 
have been printed. 

After-hours 
power failure 
If you have a power outage after 

4:30 p.m. weekdays, weekends or 
holidays, first check your fuses or 
breakers, including the main fuse or 
breaker under the meter. 

After checking, if nothing is 
wrong call IVEC collect at the fol¬ 
lowing number: 

24-HOUR SERVICE 
AC 815 875-4488 

Answering service and 
dispatcher on duty 

2. The audit report for 1984 was 
presented to the board by Zane 
Juncker of Bowlby, Anfinson, Cran¬ 
dall & Haedt, Ltd., Austin, Minnesota. 
The board approved the audit report. 
3. A request for use of the coopera¬ 
tive’s mailing list was denied. 
4. The 1985 budget was approved. 

Several other items were discussed. 
The next board meeting was sched¬ 

uled for April 24, 1985, at 10:30 a.m. 
The May board meeting is May 22, 
1985, at 10:30 a.m. 
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Operational policies: one in a series 
Policy No. 4 — Requirement for Service 

ADOPTED FEBRUARY 27,1985 
BY BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

1. APPLICATION 
Application for electric service shall be made in writing 
by Applicant to the cooperative on the cooperative’s 
application form. Upon acceptance of such applications, 
the cooperative shall, as promptly as practical, supply to 
the Applicant service in accordance with regulations 
approved by the Board of Directors and at rates estab¬ 
lished by the cooperative for the class of service 
requested by the Applicant. The cooperative shall 
require a separate application for service for each sepa¬ 
rate class of service or for each separate location. 

2. MEMBERSHIP FEE 
The membership fee shall be $5.00. After receiving 
electric service and being accepted by the Board of 
Directors, the Applicant will become a member and will 
be entitled to all rights of membership as outlined by the 
bylaws, articles, and policies of the cooperative. 

3. DEPOSITS 
A $50.00 meter deposit will be required for all meters 
placed in service. The cooperative may also require an 
additional deposit from any member-consumer or 
Applicant intended to guarantee payment of bills for 
service. 
A. Interest on Deposit 

The cooperative shall at all times be operated for the 
benefit of its member-consumers. No interest shall be 
paid by the cooperative on any deposit furnished by 
the member-consumer. 

B. Receipts 
A receipt shall be given for all such deposits. If such 
receipt shall be lost, a duplicate may be issued if the 
member-consumer will provide adequate identifica¬ 
tion for the cooperative. 

C. Additional Deposits 
A new or additional deposit may be required upon 
reasonable notice of the need for such a requirement 
in any case where a deposit is found to be inadequate 
or where a consumer’s credit standing is not satisfac¬ 
tory to the cooperative. The amount of an additional 
deposit will be determined by such a member- 

consumer’s average bill for a two month period. 
D. Refund of Meter Deposit 

In the event that a member-consumer has an unpaid 
account after he has ceased to receive electric service 
from the cooperative, on his final bill all or any por¬ 
tion of the meter deposit equal to the unpaid account 
shall be credited to the unpaid account. Any balance 
from the meter deposit shall be mailed to the mem¬ 
ber-consumer at his last known address. 

E. Refund of Additional Deposits 
In the event that an additional deposit has been 
required from a member-consumer, the deposit shall 
be held by the cooperative until the member-con¬ 
sumer has demonstrated good credit standing for a 
period of one year. After good credit standing has 
been demonstrated the entire deposit shall be 
refunded. 
4. RIGHT-OF-WAY 

A. Procurement 
Providing a cleared right-of-way is the responsibility 
of the Applicant for electric service. The coopera¬ 
tive’s engineer or staff will assist the Applicant in the 
procurement of right-of-way. The cooperative may 
assess the Applicant for any costs incurred in connec¬ 
tion with procurement of said right-of-way. In such 
cases, the Applicant will or may be required to make 
an advance contribution covering such costs. 

B. Initial Clearing 
It shall be the responsibility of the Applicant or 
Applicants desiring service to provide or pay for costs 
incurred by tree or brush clearing on right-of-way for 
initial clearing. Subsequent clearing will be provided 
by the cooperative. 

C. Applicant’s Premises — Right-of-Way 
The Applicant shall grant the cooperative, without 
charge, right-of-way over, along and across the 
premises for the route on which the line or service is 
to be built. The employees of the cooperative may 
enter at reasonable times to repair, maintain, spray, 
trim, cut or perform any other duties necessary to 
maintain satisfactory service. 

Albert Hagenbuch, President Willis Heaton, Secretary 

IVEC bylaws 
JOINT MEMBERSHIP 

A husband and wife may apply for 
a joint membership and, subject to 
their compliance with the require¬ 
ments set forth in Section 1 of the 
bylaws, may be accepted for such 
membership. 

The term “member” as used in 
these bylaws shall be deemed to 
include a husband and wife holding a 
joint membership and any provisions 
relating to the rights and liabilities of 

membership shall apply equally with 

respect to the holders of a joint 
membership. Without limiting the 
generality of the foregoing, the effect 
of the hereinafter specified actions by 
or in respect of the holders of a joint 
membership shall be as follows: 

(a) -the presence at a meeting of 
either or both shall be regarded as 
the presence of one (1) member and 
shall constitute a joint waiver of the 
notice of the meeting; 

(b) the vote of either separately or 
both jointly shall constitute one (1) 

joint vote; 
(c) a waiver of notice signed by 

either or both shall constitute a joint 
waiver; 

(d) notice to either shall constitute 
notice to both; 

(e) expulsion of either shall termi¬ 
nate the joint membership; 

(f) withdrawal of either shall termi¬ 
nate the joint membership; 

(g) either but not both may be 
elected or appointed as an officer or 
board member, provided that both 
meet the qualifications for such office. 
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What is ectric 
cooperative member? 

It is important to make the dis¬ 
tinction between terms found in the 
ordinary investor-owned utility and 
in a rural electric cooperative. The 
investor-owned utility provides electri¬ 
city to its customers. Its primary goal 
as a business organization is to make 
profits for its stockholders. These 
profits are returned to the stockhold¬ 
ers in proportion to their individual 
investment (shares) in the corporation. 

For those working in rural electric 
cooperatives, we seldom, if ever, refer 
to you as a customer. Members join 
together in a cooperative to provide 
electric service to themselves that 
would otherwise be unprofitable if 
provided by any other means. Any 
return or savings achieved are remitted 
to the individual members in the form 

of capital credits and in proportion to 
the use each member makes of his or 
her cooperative. 

When we refer to you as a member, 

know that it is not a contrivance but 
that the word “member” has genuine 
meaning. Realize that you are more 
than just a customer and have a part 
ownership in a democratically con¬ 
trolled business. 

In becoming a member of a rural 
electric cooperative, you make an 
implied pledge to fellow members to 
“cooperate” in advancing the business. 
Fundamental to the pledge is paying 
your electric bill in a timely fashion, 
granting rights-of-way needed to serve 
yourself and fellow members, support¬ 
ing cooperative legislative aims, partici¬ 
pating in cooperative activities and 
business sessions, in particular the 
annual meeting, and, when called 
upon, serving on the cooperative board 
of directors or nominating committee. 

In becoming a member, you agree 
to share in the responsibility for the 
volume of business and the capital 
needed to maintain and expand the 

cooperative’s system. In turn, you 
have a limited liability up to and 
including the amount of your “invest¬ 

ment” in the cooperative (accrued 
capital credits). 

While only a few members can 
participate in the policy decisions of 
the cooperative, or the day-to-day 
operations of the cooperative (that’s 
the employee’s job), they can help 
by following our activities through the 
annual meeting, special members meet¬ 
ing and the Illinois Rural Electric 
News. 

When we consider that this affili¬ 
ation of some 5,700 members and 
their families living across some 1,700 
square miles enables them to provide 
themselves with electric service at 
reasonable costs compared to the 
investor-owned utilities, seemingly 
against all business sense, the strength 
and viability of he cooperative busi¬ 
ness is demonstrated. This invention, 
truly an American one, has served 
farmers and rural people in a way that 
membership not only provides service 
but brings with it pride in achieve¬ 
ments and “cooperators” — as mem¬ 
bers. 

IVEC Members 
Is this your 

account number and name? 

Charles Geiger 
0002630500 

If it is, please notify Illinois 
Valley Electric Cooperative, 815 
875-4488, and we will present 
you with a fine gift. 
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Everyone is talking about the cost 
of electricity these days. The cost of 
electric power has increased substan¬ 

tially the last few years under the 
impetus of inflation and escalating 
costs for fuels to generate electricity. 
But one thing we need to remember is 
that the cost of electricity was so low 
at the beginning that it may have 
spoiled us. 

When electricity was cheap, perhaps 
it was wasted and misused. Now we are 

having to come to grips with the neces¬ 
sity for careful and wise use. We need 
to give some thought to how depen¬ 
dent we are on the kilowatt-hours we 
use and start to manage and budget 
our electric usage, much as we do our 
income and other expenses. It is now 
important that we study our usage 
and understand that we have to be 
wise and self-controlled consumers. 

Electricity, your grocery bill, enter¬ 
tainment and other expenses should be 
considered and met according to the 
welfare, comfort and needs of you and 
your family. Put your electric bill high 
on the list to pay. When our income 
has lessened or expenses increase, we 
eat hamburger rather than steak. By 
the same token we should consider our 
daily usage of electricity and manage 
our use according to our ability to 
pay. Remember, electricity is the one 
commodity that is “all used up” 
before we pay the bill. 

How expensive is electricity? To 
put the cost of electricity in perspec¬ 
tive, let’s take a look at the cost of 
electricity and compare it to other 
costs: 
• The cost of an electric blanket will 
pay for the electricity to operate it for 
about five years. 

• The cost of one-half sheet of ply¬ 
wood will operate the electric saw 
used to cut it for one week. 
• The cost of a pound of sirloin steak 
will pay for the electricity used by the 
skillet to cook it for over 50 hours. 
• The cost of one flashlight battery 
will pay for enough electricity to 
operate a clock radio for 117 hours. 
• The cost of one record album will 
pay for the electricity to operate the 
stereo to play it for over 900 hours. 
• The cost for two people to attend 
a movie is equal to the cost of running 
a television set five hours a day for 
two months. 
• The cost of one pound of coffee 
will operate the electric percolator for 
nearly 70 hours. 

How expensive is electricity? 

Busy signal? 
Occasionally, the IVEC members 

express concern about receiving a 
“busy” signal when calling the office 
to report an outage. This can be a very 
frustrating experience and some may 
imagine that the phone is off the hook 
or the line has somehow been placed 
in the “busy” signal mode. After try¬ 
ing to reach the office for some time, a 
person may get downright angry. “I’m 
ia need of help. I’m calling to report 
an outage and no one is helping me,” 
he may think. Why? 

Calls during non-office hours are 
automatically directed to the answer¬ 
ing service, which can handle two 
lines. When an extensive outage 
occurs, employees arrive at the office 
and can then take calls on three incom¬ 
ing lines. If a line serving 30 members 
or more is out, the phone lines may all 
be busy, as everyone at home attempts 
to contact the cooperative office. The 
problem is compounded if a major line 
or substation that serves anywhere 
from 100 to 1,000 people should 
experience problems. 

Power outages are caused by many 
things — storms, cars hitting poles or 
animals getting into the equipment, 
just to name a few. These types of 
events are beyond the control of your 
cooperative and, when they happen, 
all we can do is repair the damage as 
quickly as possible and restore service 
to the affected area. Your cooperative 
is constantly monitoring ways to 
improve service without increasing 
costs. 

If you get a busy signal when 
calling to report an outage, please 
don’t give up — keep trying. Your 
cooperative employees want to hear 
from you and you may have valuable 
information which will help them to 
restore service. Just knowing that your 

'location is out of service can be an 
important aid in pinpointing where the 
trouble is originating. Don’t assume a 
neighbor has already reported the 
problem unless you have checked it 
with them. If nobody notifies the 
office, your employees will be 
unaware of the trouble. This could 
mean unnecessary delays in restoring 
service. 

Your cooperative employees don’t 
like to see you inconvenienced in any 
way and when there is an outage we 
do everything we can to restore your 
power in the safest and quickest 
manner possible. 
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by Tim (Kris) 
Christensen 

General Manager 

Across the 
manager's desk 

Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative 

Office Hours 7:45 A.M. — 4:30 P.M. Route 6 & 34 West 
Monday through Friday Princeton, Illinois 61356 

In case of emergency, call collect (815)875-4488 any time, day or 
night. Someone is always on duty at this number — 24-hour service. 

Serving the rural areas of Bureau, Henry, Kendall, Marshall, 

Knox, LaSalle, Putnam and Stark counties. 

REC's: 50 years, future still uncertain 
The following article was printed 

in “The Newsleader,” a publication 
located in Gillespie, in central Illinois. 
It gives a clear idea of past and future 
problems U.S. rural electric coopera¬ 

tives face: 
Rural electric cooperatives have 

grown up in farming’s shadow. Know¬ 
ing that, it’s not surprising that the 
farming depression’s ominous darkness 
has clouded the outlook for many of 
the nation’s RECs. 

What’s surprising is that the prob¬ 
lems troubling the rural electric co-ops 
are so similar to those of farmers. But 
as the rural electrification movement 
prepares to observe its 50th anniver¬ 
sary this year, it too finds its future 
uncertain because of high interest 
rates, a lagging market for its product 
and government efforts to dramatic¬ 
ally cut federal support. 

Despite its current problems, both 
critics and supporters of the RECs 
admit that the program is one of the 
government’s most successful projects. 
Authorized by President Franklin 
Roosevelt on May 11, 1935, the Rural 
Electrification Administration’s (REA) 
goal was overwhelming: bring power 
to the 88 percent of U.S. farms that 
were without electricity. 

It was a project even the biggest 
of private utility companies had 
turned down. Running electric lines 
to individual farmsteads scattered 
throughout rural areas was an impos¬ 
sibly difficult task, they said. And 
even if it could be done, the electricity 
carried over those miles of lines would 

be too expensive for even the most 
prosperous of farmers. 

The new government agency 
created by Roosevelt set to work and 
helped rural people form cooperative, 
non-profit corporations, giving them 
engineering assistance and start-up 
loans. Within five years nearly 700,000 
farmers had electricity. And in just 18 
years, RECs increased the number of 
electrified farms from 12 percent to 
88 percent. 

Now, 99 percent of farms have elec¬ 
tricity. RECs have over two million 
miles of electrified line and serve 
nearly 11 million customers. But with 
the growth has come problems. 

Like farmers, the co-ops’ most 
immediate problem is financial. For 
the first time in the program’s history, 
the federal government foreclosed on a 
rural electric cooperative, the Big 
Rivers Electric Corp. in Kentucky. 

(Continued on page Wd) 

L. E. Myers Co., a utility contractor, is extending a multi-phase tine to the end 
of a line near Newark, in Kendall County. D. J. Barr, IVEC director of plant 
operations and engineering, is shown above inspecting parts of the completed 
construction. The new line will allow Illinois Valley Electric to remove three- 
phase converters serving grain bins. IVEC can also remove a regulator that was 
added to maintain the proper voltage level on the end of the long single-phase 
line. The present single-phase line consisted of a small size 8A copperweld wire. 
The new line will be size 1/0 ACSR conductor. The span length between the 
poles will be shortened in distance to keep the conductor from causing trouble 
during ice storms and high winds when the wires oscillate. 
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Have you given your electric wiring 

system any attention lately? Maybe 
you are one who believes the wiring 
will last forever. It may seem strange 
but wiring deteriorates much like 
materials. Wiring requires maintenance 
and regular checking of physical con¬ 
ditions and electric loads sometimes 
require revamping of circuits or addi¬ 
tion of new circuits. 

Each time any new electrical load, 
such as a water heater, dryer, range, 
freezer, motorized equipment or heat¬ 
ing device is added, you should review 
the parts of your electrical system 
which will handle the new load. 

You may need the expertise of a 
qualified electrician to help check 
your wiring’s requirements and capa¬ 
bilities. 

The board of directors of Illinois 
Valley Electric Cooperative has autho¬ 
rized the allocation of $696,773.31 in 
capital credits to its members for the 
year 1984. 

Capital credits are not necessarily 
available in the form of cash, but are 
represented largely by investments in 
poles, wire, transformers and other 
equipment required to provide service. 

The allocation of capital credits 
represents an amount allocated to each 
member’s account who received ser- 

The National Electric Code covers 
minimum specifications for safe instal¬ 
lations of electric devices and wiring 
size requirements. A qualified electri¬ 
cian will know the electric code 
requirements and be able to give good 
advice and provide safe electrical 
installations. 

Another check to make is to look 
for loose terminals and connections. 
Connections have a tendency to loosen 
over a period of time, especially if the 
circuit is exposed to heavy usage. The 
heating up of wiring causes expansion 
and when cooling, the wire will con¬ 
tract and this can cause loose connec¬ 
tions. 

A good place to check for loose 
connections is in the fuse panel or 
breaker panel. Before checking in this 

vice in 1984. This allocated amount 
cannot be used as a credit nor is it 
available in the form of cash until cap¬ 
ital credits for the year 1984 are 
retired. In general, no patronage cap¬ 
ital can be retired until the cooperative 
has obtained enough capital to take 
care of all its needs. 

Members may determine the 
amount of their capital credit alloca¬ 
tion for 1984 by multiplying the total 
amount paid for electric bills in 1984 
by a factor of .1002632245. 

panel, make sure the main breaker or 
main fuse is in off position. 

While in the panel, check for any 
discoloration and melting of the insu¬ 
lation on the wires. This is a sign of 
overheating of circuits and action 
needs to be taken to correct before 
other damage occurs. 

After-hours 
power failure 
If you have a power outage after 

4:30 p.m. weekdays, weekends or 
holidays, first check your fuses or 
breakers, including the main fuse or 
breaker under the meter. 

After checking, if nothing is 
wrong call IVEC collect at the fol¬ 
lowing number: 

24-HOUR SERVICE 
call collect 

AC 815-875-4488 
Answering service and 

dispatcher on duty 

   — - 

IVEC members 
Is this your 

account number and name? 

Darreld Woolsey 
0002460500 

If it is, please notify Illinois 
Valley Electric Cooperative, 815 
875-4488, and we will present 
you with a fine gift. 

: 

Capital credits allocated for 1984 

Operational policies: one in a series 
Policy No. 5 — Characteristics of Service 

ADOPTED FEBRUARY 27, 1985 
BY BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

1. STANDARD 
The Cooperative’s standard electric service is alternating 
current, 60 Hertz, single-phase or multi-phase. 

2. CHARACTER 
The character of electric service to be made available to 
each member-consumer shall be dependent upon: 
A. The service available at the proposed location. 
B. The size of the load. 
C. The operating characteristics of the member-consum¬ 

er’s equipment. 
3. CLASSES 

The following classes of service will ordinarily be offered 

to the member-consumer: 
A. 120/240 volt, single-phase, three-wire 
B. 120/240 volt, multi-phase, three-wire delta 
C. 120/240 volt, multi-phase, four-wire delta 
D. 120/208 volt, multi-phase, four-wire wye 

Other secondary voltages may be available for special ser¬ 
vice requirements, at the Cooperative’s option. 
The above secondary service voltage levels are nominal and 
may vary within the normal and generally acceptable limits 
of regulation. 
4. PRIMARY VOLTAGE SERVICE 

Service at primary voltage may be available for large 
power loads at voltages designated by the Cooperative. 

Albert Hagenbuch, President Willis Heaton, Secretary 
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Board meeting notes 

MEETING HELD 
ON MARCH 29, 1985 

President Hagenbuch called the 
meeting to order at 10:30 a.m. with all 
members present. Manager Christensen 
and attorney Claudon were also pres¬ 
ent. The following members of the 
cooperative were present: Richard 
Hafley, Lester Stevens and Lloyd 
Love. 

Routine orders of business were 
reviewed and accepted after due con¬ 
sideration. 

Several directors reported on vari¬ 

ous meetings and related cooperative 
activities they had attended during the 
past month. 

Staff personnel reported to the 
board concerning the activities in their 
respective departments during the past 
month. 

The following items were discussed 
and/or moved on: 
1. Modification of the AIEC dues for¬ 
mula presently used which is based on 
revenue received by a cooperative was 
reviewed. 
2. Consideration and approval of a 
radio maintenance agreement. 
3. Allocation of 1984 margins in the 
amount of $696,773,31 to member’s 
patronage accounts was approved. 

4. District meetings were discussed. It 
was reported that 183 members 
attended the eight meetings held. 

5. A Member Advisory Committee 
was discussed. Management was 
instructed to study other cooperative’s 
committees and procedures. 
6. A proposed agreement with Consol¬ 
idated Grain and Barge Company was 
discussed. Management reported it 
would continue to negotiate. 
7. Construction of a PCB containment 
pit was approved. 

Several other items were discussed. 
The next board meeting was sched¬ 

uled for May 22, at 10:30 a.m. 
The meeting for June has been set 

for June 18 at 10:30 a.m. 

IVEC bylaws 
PURCHASE OF 

ELECTRIC SERVICE 
Each member shall, as soon as elec¬ 

tric energy shall be available, purchase 
from the Cooperative all electric 
energy purchased for use on the prem¬ 
ises specified in his application for 
membership, and shall pay therefor at 
rates which shall from time to time be 
fixed by the board. Production or use 
of electric energy on such premises, 
regardless of the source thereof, by 
means of facilities which shall be inter¬ 
connected with cooperative facilities, 
shall be subject to appropriate regula¬ 
tions as shall be fixed from time to 
time by the Board of Directors. Pay¬ 
ment for electric energy shall include, 
for each member a subscription to any 
publication of the Cooperative and to 

the Illinois Rural Electric News, or its 
successor publication, published by 
the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives. It is expressly under¬ 
stood that amounts paid for electric 
energy in excess of the cost of service 
are furnished by members as capital 
and each member shall be credited 
with the capital so furnished as pro- 

The new three-phase, size 4/0 

ACSR line to Thousand Trails was 
completed May 15. This mile of 
multi-phase line will be isolated from 
the other circuits out of the Norway 
Substation. 

Primary metering is being used at 
this timeshare campground. The camp¬ 
ground has purchased an oil-filled 
fusetor cabinet to protect the new line 

vided in these by-laws. Each member 
shall pay to the Cooperative such 
minimum amounts regardless of the 
amount of electric energy consumed, 
as shall be fixed by the Board from 
time to time. Each member shall also 
pay all amounts owed by him to the 
Cooperative as and when the same 
shall become due and payable. 

facility. Thousand Trails is burying all 
new power lines to each campsite and 
all buildings. 

The 800-lot development will have 
an anticipated load of 2,000 KW when 
completed. They have paid IVEC for 
this new power line and the section- 
alizing equipment required to provide 
adequate service. 

Thousand Trails hookup completed 
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(Continued from page 10a) 
Another co-op, Indiana’s Wabash 
Valley Power Association, defaulted 
on a $12.5 million loan late last year. 

While these cooperatives are the 
most seriously weakened, most have 
seen their indebtedness increase. 

According to REA reports, over an 
eight-year period electric cooperative 
debts rose nearly 400 percent, from 
$7.6 billion in 1975 to $36.6 billion 
in 1983. With interest rates jumping, 
the co-ops’ yearly interest on their 
long-term debt is nearly $3 billion. 

The reasons for the problems are 
many, but again there are similarities 

between the plight of farmers and of 
their RECs. First of all, co-ops, like 
farmers, got caught up in expansion 
fever in the mid-1970s. 

Because of the Arab oil embargo, 
utilities were worried about having 
enough power to fill what they pre¬ 
dicted would be ever-expanding 
demand, said Cliff Ouse, a legislative 
specialist for the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association 
(NRECA). There was a “panic to do 
something to lessen our dependence 
on foreign oil,” he said. 

Cooperatives, who up to this time 

had primarily concentrated on build¬ 
ing power lines to deliver electricity, 
feared their customers would be left 
without power because of the oil 
crisis. Too small to build power plants 
as individuals, they banded together to 
build their own generating plants or to 
buy into the generators private utilities 
were building. 

Then, all the predictions went 
wrong. The recession cooled demand 
and Americans started conserving 
energy, postponing the need for the 
extra power the plants were to pro¬ 
vide. Safety and environmental con¬ 
cerns stretched the construction time 
of the huge plants, causing massive 
cost overruns. The Three Mile Island 
reactor accident fed public fears about 
nuclear power and forced the cancella¬ 
tion of many nuclear plants. 

And while these longer delays and 
higher costs were mounting, interest 
rates were skyrocketing, making the 
money necessary to fund the construc¬ 
tion more expensive every month. 

Except for casualties like Big Rivers 
and Wabash Valley, most cooperatives 
readjusted to the new realities and are 

rebuilding their strength again. The 
problem that most worries REC offi¬ 
cials now is their long-term relation¬ 
ship with the federal government. 

Like the farmers, electric coopera¬ 
tives are finding that President 
Reagan’s free-market beliefs are threat¬ 
ening a financial structure upon which 
their industry is built. “It’s a basic 
philosophic fight,” said Ouse. 

Administration officials have crit¬ 
icized the rural electrification struc¬ 
ture, saying that RECs now provide 
electricity for suburbs and industrial 
plants, rather than the farmers they 
originally served. Opponents also 
charge that low-interest loans are sub¬ 
sidies which give co-ops unfair advan¬ 
tage over private utilities. Others 
doubt that the REA is even needed 
anymore, since virtually every farm 
now has electricity. 

The criticism rankles many REC 
leaders. Generally, Ouse said, private 
utilities “were allowed to pick and 
choose” their customers on the basis 
of their potential profitability. RECs 
on the other hand had to serve every 
person in a designated area, no matter 
how remote their home or farm. 

Since those territories were deter¬ 
mined however, some suburbs have 
sprouted in what were once rural areas 
RECs were required to serve. “They’re 
(the co-ops) not invading terriory. It’s 
growth that has come to them,” Hoy 
said. 

Electric cooperative officials also 
question whether low interest loans 

give them an advantage over private 
utilities. In the industry journal, Elec¬ 
trical World, NRECA economist 
Donald E. Smith claimed that private 

utilities get bigger subsidies than 
co-ops, in the form of equipment 
depreciation allowances, investment 
credits and other tax policies. 

But the criticism that scares REC 
officials the most is the one claiming 
that America no longer needs a rural 
electric cooperative system. 

“Some people say that the job is 
already done and ask why we need 
more money,” said Hoy. “Well, New 
York City was electrified by Con 
Edison 80 years ago and they’re still 
borrowing money. If someone says the 
job is done they don’t understand the 
utility business.” Any utility system 
needs money to maintain quality ser¬ 

vice to their existing customers and to 
rebuild and upgrade its facilities, Hoy 
said. 

The claim that the rural electrics 
can borrow money from private 
sources instead of the REA is unreal¬ 
istic too, Hoy claims. “It’s a capital 
intensive business even for a small 
electric cooperative. But you can 
hardly go to Wall Street. They 
(co-ops) don’t represent a very good 
loan. There’s no problem with most of 
them paying it back but rural electrics 
have a very low equity in their opera¬ 
tions. Most of them are serving areas 
where there’s a very high overhead and 
very low profits.” 

Despite the cooperatives’ insistence 
that they need the REA’s help, Hoy 
thinks the Reagan Administration 
wants to end the government’s involve¬ 
ment with the rural electric coopera¬ 
tives. “There’s a move afoot to phase 
out REA and cut back on the amount 
lent through REA. Eventually, they 
want to get government out of rural 
electrification entirely.” 

That’s why, Ouse said, a bill which 
would insure funding for a REA 
revolving loan fund failed to pass the 
Senate in 1984. “It’s very evident right 
now that the program failed last year 
because it was the Administration that 
opposed it. They do not want a rural 
electric program.” 

What would happen if the govern¬ 
ment abruptly stopped funding RECs? 
Ouse said that one-third of the RECs 
have high enough concentrations of 
customers to continue to serve them. 
“But for the one-third in really rural 
areas the rates would be so far out of 
line that the people would just have to 
give it up.” 

If Reagan’s dream is for private 
utilities to take over the task of serving 
rural America, Hoy said he had better 
reconsider. When a rate hike by an 
Oklahoma co-op spurred talk of selling 
it to a for-profit company, “no private 
utility would take it on,” Hoy said, 
“because there’s no profit in serving 
the low concentration of customers 
the cooperative had. There aren’t 
many cooperatives that could be run 
as a profit-making company.” 

And as Hoy summarized: “If you 
can’t run it on a cooperative basis on 
no profit, chances are you can’t run it 
at all.” 
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IVEC 
Comments 

by Tim (Kris) 
Christensen 

General Manager 

Across the 
manager's desk 

Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative 

Office Hours 7:45 A.M. - 4:30 Pi 
Monday through Friday 

Route 6 & 34 West 
Princeton, Illinois 61356 

In case of emergency, call collect (815)875-4488 any time, day or 
night. Someone is always on duty at this number — 24-hour service. 

Serving the rural areas of Bureau, Henry, Kendall, Marshall, 
Knox, LaSalle, Putnam and Stark counties. 

Electricity doesn't take a vacation 
Now that vacation time is upon us, 

and you are planning to be gone for an 
extended period of time, your electric 
bill should decrease. Right? If you 
think this, you are certainly wrong!!! 

It is a misconception by too many 
people, that when they leave on a 
vacation, their electric meter stops 
until they return. If they are on vaca¬ 
tion for two weeks they expect their 
electric bill to reduce to one-half of 
their normal monthly usage. Let’s 
ask ourselves a few questions before 
we assume our electric bill should 

Board meeting notes 
MEETING HELD 

ON MAY 22, 1985 
President Hagenbuch called the 

meeting to order at 10:30 a.m. Direc¬ 
tors Rieker and Sondgeroth were 
absent. Manager Christensen, attorney 
Claudon and Brandon Jackson of REA 
were also present. The following mem¬ 
bers of the cooperative were present: 
R. O. Jewell of Marseilles. 

Routine orders of business were 
reviewed and accepted after due con¬ 
sideration. 

Several directors reported on 
various meetings and related coopera¬ 
tive activities they had attended during 
the past month. 

Staff personnel reported to the 
board concerning the activities in their 
respective departments during the past 
month. 

The following items were discussed 
and/or moved on: 
1. A bid for construction of a PCB 

decrease by any considerable amount 
during vacation time. 
1. Was the water heater turned off 
during your vacation? Remember, if 
the electric water heater is left ener¬ 
gized during vacation, it will continue 
to operate, and maintain the tank 
temperature even if you are not using 
any hot water. 
2. Was the refrigerator emptied and 
turned off? If not it will continue to 
operate to maintain the pre-set tem¬ 
perature. 
3. Was the freezer also emptied and 

containment area was accepted. 
2. A proposed agreement with Con¬ 

solidated Grain and Barge Company 
was discussed. Management reported it 
would continue to negotiate. 

3. After considerable discussion 
and review of the savings advantages 
to IVEC’s members, a resolution was 
adopted to transfer ownership of the 
transmission line and substations to 
Soyland Power Cooperative. 

4. Administrative Policy No. 21, 
Membership Attendance at Board 
Meetings, was revised, reducing the 
amount of time required to submit a 
request to attend a meeting from 15 
days to seven days prior to the date of 
the meeting. 

5. A member advisory committee 
was discussed. The communications 
committee of the board will meet to 
discuss a member advisory committee 
and will report back to the full board 
at the next meeting. 

6. Annual meeting planning was 

(Continued on page 10b) 

turned off? Unless it is practical to do 
so the freezer should be left energized. 
4. Other electrical appliances that 
keep running while you are on vaca¬ 
tion are: clocks, remote television sets 
and automatic lighting. 

If you are determined that no 
electricity is to be used during your 
vacation, you can accomplish this by 
turning off your main breaker or fuse 
box. Remember, when you do this the 
automatic appliances and lighting will 
stop. Your refrigerator and freezer will 
defrost, your electric water heater will 
not have hot water ready for use upon 
your return. It’s a decision only you 
can make. 

We suggest that should you decide 
to leave your electricity on, to con¬ 
sider the following tips: 
1. Unplug all appliances not in use. 
2. The water heater should be turned 
off at the breaker or fuse box. 
3. If a light is to be left on it should 
be connected to a timer. 
4. If you intend to be gone for an 
extended period of time come into our 
office and make arrangements so your 
electrical service will remain uninter¬ 
rupted. 
5. Read your meter upon leaving and 
again upon your return. This will let 
you determine the number of kilo¬ 
watt-hours used during the period of 
time you were gone. 

Another reminder is that many 
vacationers bring home several days or 
weeks of dirty laundry. This laundry 
will give your electric water heater a 
work-out during your first day or two 
at home. 
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Operational policies: one in a series 
Policy No. 6 — Service Extensions 

ADOPTED FEBRUARY 12, 1981, 
BY BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

1. AVAILABILITY 
This cooperative accepts the principle of area coverage in 
making electric service available to anyone within its 
service area. The limitations are the limitations of feasi¬ 
bility established by REA standards and the coopera¬ 
tive’s Board of Directors. In all cases, the cooperative 
will construct, own and maintain all facilities up to the 
point of delivery. Where the proposed extension would 
benefit the cooperative in its long range plans or for 
better operation of the system, consideration will be 
given in charges assessed. 
A. Point of Delivery 

The point of delivery on overhead construction shall 
be the end of the service drop where it is attached to 
the structure on which the meter is located. The 
point of delivery, on underground construction, shall 
be the point of attachment to the meter socket, or at 
the transformer. 

2. SERVICE CLASSIFICATIONS (SCHEDULE A) 
A. General Farm and/or Permanent Residential and 

Approved Public Buildings 
The cooperative will supply single-phase at available 
voltage at a delivery point, or meter location, to be 
agreed upon by the cooperative and the applicant, 
such location to be determined as the best load center 
available to^serve all the needs of the member-con¬ 
sumer that are near enough to be served from one 
metering point at determined voltage. The member- 
consumer will provide for adequate clearance for 
overhead service wires and right-of-way for access to 
the underground service wires at all times. The coop¬ 
erative shall require a cash deposit for extensions 
exceeding the calculated amount of investment not 
recovered in the approved rate schedule for this clas¬ 
sification, not to exceed a 5 percent return on invest¬ 
ment for margins. This deposit being credited back to 
the member-consumer’s account in equal monthly 
installments over a 60-month period, as guaranteed 
minimum. Should the original member-consumer dis- 
ontinue use of this service during this 60-month 
period, any balance remaining would be forfeited in 
favor of the cooperative. However, should the 
account be transferred, the balance will be credited to 
the new consumer for the remaining period fo the 
agreement. The member-consumer will be billed 
monthly at the applicable rate schedule as adopted by 
the cooperative. Mobile homes are not classified as 

permanent residences and will be served under the 
terms of subsection 2B. 

B. Non-Residential, Low-use Service, and/or Temporary 
Service (Schedule A) 
The cooperative will supply service where no perma¬ 
nent residence exists, for any purpose which, in the 
judgment of the cooperative, expected revenue will 
not justify the investment, provided the applicant will 
make a cash deposit equal to the total cost of install¬ 
ing and removing such service, plus non-salvable 
materials. This deposit will be credited to the electric 
service account for such service and monthly bills for 
service charged out as long as a credit balance 
remains. If the use of service is discontinued, the 
service will be retired and any credit balance remain¬ 
ing, less the labor and overhead costs of installing and 
removing the service, will be refunded to the mem¬ 
ber-consumer. 

C. Commercial and Industrial and Three-Phase Farm 
Service Requiring in Excess of 50-KVA and Less 
Than 226-KVA Capacity (Schedule B) 
The cooperative will supply service to this classifica¬ 
tion under the same terms and conditions as for 
General Farm and/or Permanent Residential and 
Approved Public Building, using the investment and 
appropriate rate schedule for this classification to 
determine any deposit for extension. The member- 
consumer will be billed monthly at the applicable rate 
schedule as adopted by the cooperative for this classi¬ 
fication. 

D. Three-Phase Farm Service and Home Use Requiring 
Not More Than 50-KVA Capacity (Schedule C) 
The cooperative will supply service to this classifica¬ 
tion under the same terms and conditions as for 
General Farm and/or Permanent Residential and 
Approved Public Buildings, using the investment and 
appropriate rate schedule for this classification to 
determine any deposit for extension. The member- 
consumer will be billed monthly at the applicable rate 
schedule as adopted by the cooperative for this classi¬ 
fication. 

E. Large Power Service — Three-Phase Requiring in 
Excess of 226-KVA Capacity For All Uses (Sched¬ 
ule LP) 
The cooperative will supply service for this classifica¬ 
tion under terms, rates and conditions to be negoti¬ 
ated and formulated into a power contract with the 
member-consumer prior to installation of the service. 

Albert Hagenbuch, President Willis Heaton, Secretary 

Board meeting notes 
(Continued from page 10a) 
discussed. The communications com¬ 
mittee of the board will discuss plans 
for the annual meeting and report 

to the full board at the next meeting. 
7. It was approved to revise the 

time constraints contained in the 
agreement for a mailing of information 
for the REAC group. 

Several other items were discussed. 
The next board meeting was sched¬ 

uled for June 18, 1985, at 10:30 a.m. 
The following board meeting will 

be July 24, 1985, at 10:30 a.m. 
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21 libraries receive anniversary book 
Twenty-one public libraries in the 

area have a new book on their shelves: 
“The Next Greatest Thing,” a publica¬ 
tion commemorating 50 years of rural 
electrification in the United States. 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
(IVEC) made the presentation to 
library officials in May to commemor¬ 
ate the 50th anniversary of rural 
electrification. 

“We at Illinois Valley are pleased to 
provide this historical book to libraries 
in our eight-county service area,” A. 
Jack Best, IVEC assistant manager, 
said, adding, “This remembrance in 
photograph and story portrays the 
drama that began 50 years ago in rural 
areas when only about 10 percent of 
the farms and homes had electricity. 

“The book, in great and compelling 
detail, tells the story of how rural 
people overcame the adversity that 
had kept them from enjoying the 
benefits of electricity and how they 
used the cooperative spirit to accom¬ 
plish together what no one person 
could do alone. 

“This month marks the 50th anni¬ 
versary of the lixecutive Order by 
President Franklin Roosevelt that 
paved the way for the nation’s 1,000 
electric cooperatives, including IVEC, 
to organize and provide, in coopera¬ 
tion with the federal government, the 
single most important helping hand 
rural America has ever received — elec¬ 
tricity.” 

IVEC was organized on March 28, 
1939, and provided 67 members with 
power over its first 35.4 miles of 
energized line in LaSalle County in 

July 1985 

A Jack Best, assistant manager, IVEC, presents a copy of the book "The Next 
Greatest Thing" to Carol Brasile, librarian at Matson Public Library, Princeton. 

January of 1940. Today, some 5,500 
farms, homes and businesses are served 
over 1,700 miles of line. 

“The Next Greatest Thing,” 256 
pages in length, was written, produced 
and published by the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association. 

Libraries receiving the book include: 
Matson Public Library, Princeton; 
Ladd Public Library, Ladd; Leeper- 
town Township Public Library, Bureau; 
Putnam County Library Center, Hen¬ 
nepin; Spring Valley Public Library, 
Spring Valley; Tiskilwa Library, Tis- 
kilwa; Graves Public Library, Men- 
dotta; La Salle Public Library, La Salle; 
Oglesby Public Library, Oglesby; Peru 
Public Library, Peru; Annawan-Alba 
Library, Annawan; Cambridge Town¬ 
ship Library, Cambridge; Kewanee 

Public Library, Kewanee; Mason 

Memorial Public Library, Buda; Min¬ 
eral-Gold Library, Mineral; Neponset 
Public Library, Neponset; Sheffield 
Public Library, Sheffield; Toulen 
Public Library, Toulen; Depue Public 
Library, Depue; Reddick Public 
Library, Ottawa, and Galva Public 
Library, Galva. 

lllj§| ^SSSI 

Prize winner!! 
IVEC members 

Is this your 
account number and name? 

Carmelo Ti«pwua 
0002273500 

if it is, please notify 111 
Valley Electric Cooperative, 815 
875-4488, and we will present 
you with a fine gift. 
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Above left: Tom Dixon unreels cable for use in the underground portion of the project. Above right: Fred Aiticks (right) 
operates the trencher while Delbert Tovrea (with shove!) and Kevin Allicks (behind trencher) assist. Below: The Norwood 
Meadows subdivision is in the area to be served by the new line. 

Service up-grade work near Princeton 
Work should now be completed, or 

substantially finished, on a project 

designed to upgrade service in an area 

immediately southwest of Princeton. 

Begun May 15, the scheduled work 

consisted of two and one-half miles of 

three-phase feeder line to replace the 

old single-phase line. The principal 

area involved is the Norwood Meadows 

subdivision. The new line will produce 

greater voltage adequacy and service 

reliability. 

Part of the line will be under¬ 

ground, mainly along Lovers Lane 

parallel to Big Bureau Creek. Overhead 

construction for a portion of the line 

was made necessary by certain terrain 

in the area. The line to be replaced by 

this new construction was built in the 

early 1940s and has been subject to 

frequent outages due to its routing 

through dense wooded areas, the age 

of the conductor, and increased elec¬ 

trical load. 

Work on the line was done by crews 

of Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 

out of the Princeton headquarters. 

Approximately 60 homes are served 

by the particular line, with many hav¬ 

ing been built in the last 15 years. 

The annual meeting of Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative will be Wed¬ 
nesday, September 4, 1985, in Buildings No. 1 and 2 at the Bureau County 
Fairgrounds, Princeton. An election of board members will be a part of the 
business. A nominating committee has been chosen to nominate candi¬ 
dates for election to the board of directors. They are: Kenneth R. Johnson, 
Route 1, Cambridge 61238; James Krause, Route 1, Kewanee 61443; 
Martin McMahon, Route 1, Sheffield 61361; Paul Hochstatter, Route 2, 
Mendota 61342; Raymond O. Jewell, Route 2, Box 340; Marseilles 61341; 
James King, Route 1, McNabb 61335; Charles W. Schultz, Route 4, Prince¬ 
ton 61356; Bert Lackie, Route 1, Bradford 61421, and George England, 
Dahinda 61428. The committee will meet at the Princeton office of 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative at 11 a.m. on Wednesday, July 24. 

Nominating 
committee 
appointed 
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IVEC 
Comments 

by Tim (Kris) 
Christensen 

General Manager 

Across the 
manager's desk 

f Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative 

( 
Office Hours 7:45 A.M. - 4:30 P.M. Route 6 & 34 West 
Monday through Friday Princeton, Illinois 61356 

In case of emergency, call collect (815)875-4488 any time, day or 

night. Someone is always on duty at this number — 24-hour service. 

Serving the rural areas of Bureau, Henry, Kendall, Marshall, 
Knox, LaSalle, Putnam and Stark counties. 

Board reaffirms mailing proposal 
As many of you are aware, your 

board of directors has renewed an 
offer to help a group of members 
communicate its views to the entire 
cooperative membership. 

The offer was made Tuesday, June 
18, 1985, after three representatives of 
the Rural Electric Action Committee 
(REAC) appeared before the Illinois 
Valley Electric Cooperative board 
to request again that the cooperative 
mailing list be given to the group, that 
the group participate in negotiations 
to sell the cooperative assets, and that 
the cooperative pay the group’s 
legal expenses if the group should sue 
the cooperative. 

In response to the request, the 
IVEC board reaffirmed its offer made 
March 8 to mail the group’s materials 
to IVEC members. The board did not 
want to physically give REAC the 
mailing list since once the list left the 
board’s hands the board would not 
know the purpose the list would be 
used for. Board President Albert 
Hagenbuch has publicly stated that he 
wanted to be sure that members of the 
cooperative would not be subjected to 
a continued bombardment of junk 
mail, and that the policy of the 
board has always been to protect the 
members’ right of privacy. 

REAC was organized last year in 
the Sheridan-Norway area by a group 
of cooperative members largely in 
response to the disparity between the 
rates of IVEC and neighboring 
utilities. The group has questioned the 
level of the cooperative’s rates and 
some cooperative policies. 

The board in agreeing to do the 
mailing for REAC put no restrictions 
on the content of the mailing and will 
allow a member of REAC to oversee 
the entire mailing process. REAC has 
stated that they will accept nothing 
less than a copy of the entire list 
and threatened court action against 
the cooperative if the list was not 
provided within 10 days. Your board 
president, Albert Hagenbuch, has 
stated that he is puzzled by REAC’s 
position. If all they wanted was to be 
given the opportunity to communicate 
their position to the members, they 
were given that. 

Mr. Hagenbuch has explained that 
Illinois Valley Electric is a cooperative 
organization and the members should 
be given every opportunity to have 
information relative to the operation 
of the cooperative, whether or not the 
board agrees with the information 
being provided. 

Mr. Hagenbuch has explained that 
he feels that if the list is provided it 

Prize winner!! 
Francis Urbanowski 

0000804501 

If it is, please notify Illinois 
Valley Electric Cooperative, 815 
875-4488, and we will present 
you with a fine gift. 

may be utilized for purposes not in the 
best interests of the cooperative and 
subject the board to possible legal 
action if the list is provided without 
any restrictions. Since it is impossible 
to monitor how the list is used once it 
is copied and given out, your board of 
directors felt that mailing their mate¬ 
rials was the fairest approach to 

REAC’s request. 
It has been recently brought to our 

attention that REAC’s spokesmen 
have questioned the sincerity of 
IVEC’s position on control of the 
mailing list. 

They refer to a Mutual of Omaha 
mailing originally sent to IVEC mem¬ 
bers in October of 1982. This material 
was a group health insurance plan 
coordinated, reviewed and authorized 
by the board of directors of the 
statewide Association of Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperatives in Springfield. As a 
service to cooperative members which 
would enable members to participate 
in an Association Group Insurance 
Plan providing cost savings, the previ¬ 
ous IVEC board and management 
elected to approve the mailing. This 
was to be done on a one-time only 
basis. The intent was to provide infor¬ 
mation beneficial to IVEC members in 
conjunction with other rural electric 
cooperatives in the state. 

However, this one-time mailing has 
resulted in numerous “junk-type” 
mailings not authorized by the cooper¬ 
ative. This illustrates the current 
board’s reason for refusing to release 
the IVEC mailing list to any organiza¬ 
tion. 
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Operational policies: one in a series 
Policy No. 7 — Service denial or discontinuation 

ADOPTED FEBRUARY 19, 1979 
BY BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

1. UNAUTHORIZED USE OF SERVICE 
Service may be replaced or discontinued for any of the 
reasons listed below. Unless otherwise stated, the mem¬ 
ber-consumer shall be allowed a reasonable time in which 

to comply with the rule before service is discontinued. 
No service shall be discontinued on the day preceding a 
day or days on which the cooperative’s business office is 
closed, unless the cooperative is prepared to reconnect 
the same day, except as provided in A, B, or C below. 
Service may be refused or discontinued: 
A. Without notice in the event of a condition on the 

member-consumer’s premises determined by the 
cooperative to be hazardous. 

B. Without notice in the event of member-consumer’s 
use of equipment in such a manner as to adversely 
affect the cooperative’s equipment or the coopera¬ 
tive’s service to others. 

C. Without notice in the event of tampering with the 
equipment furnished and owned by the cooperative. 

D. Without notice in the event of unauthorized use. 
E. For violation of or non-compliance with the coopera¬ 

tive’s rules and regulations. 
F. For failure of the member-consumer or applicant 

to furnish such service equipment, permits, certifica¬ 
tion or right-of-way as are specified to be furnished in 
the cooperative’s rules and as a condition of obtaining 
service or for the withdrawal of that same equipment 
or for the termination of those same permissions or 
rights, to fulfill the contractual obligations imposed 
upon him as conditions of obtaining service by any 
contract or agreement filed with the cooperative. 

G. For failure of the member-consumer to permit the 
cooperative reasonable access to its equipment. 

H. For non-payment of bill or deposit except as 
restricted by Section 2 below provided the coopera¬ 
tive has: 
1. Made a reasonable attempt to affect collection. 
2. Given the member-consumer written notice that 

they have at least five days in which to pay their 
bill. Instruction must be given as to whom to call 
to make arrangements to pay their bill. 

3. Given the member-consumer a reasonable oppor¬ 
tunity to dispute the reason for the disconnection; 
and, if financial difficulty is confirmed, an offer 
of a Deferred Payment Plan. 

I. Failure to pay for a different type or class of cooper¬ 
ative service. 

2. INSUFFICIENT REASONS FOR DENYING SERVICE 
The following shall not constitute sufficient cause for 
refusal of service to a member-consumer or applicant: 
A, Delinquency in payment for service by a -previous 

occupant of the premises to be served. 
B. Failure to pay for merchandise purchased from the 

cooperative. 

C. Failure of a disconnected member-consumer to pay 
the full amount due for past service if financial 
difficulty is confirmed and the member-consumer is 
willing to enter into a deferred payment agreement. 

D. Failure of a residential member-consumer to pay a 
deposit during the period November 1st through 
April 1st for the location at which he or she has been 
receiving service. 
3. DISCONNECTION OF SERVICE 

A. The cooperative shall not disconnect service to a 
member-consumer the day before a weekend or 
holiday, nor on the weekend or holiday, or after 2 
p.m. any day, unless the cooperative is prepared to 
reconnect the same day. 

B. The cooperative shall not disconnect service if the 
National Weather Service forecast for the following 
24 hours says the temperature will go below 32 
degrees Fahrenheit. 

C. The cooperative shall not disconnect service to a 
member-consumer when resident is seriously ill. 
Notwithstanding provisions of other policies relating 
to disconnect of service by this cooperative, electric 
service will not be discontinued for up to 60 days 
when serious illness or any person who is a permanent 
resident of the premises where service is rendered if 
the member-consumer complies with the following 
requirements regarding such illness: 
1. The cooperative may require a written verification 

of the special danger to health by a physician or 
public health official, including the name of the 
person endangered, a statement that he or she is 
a resident of the premises in question, the name, 
business address and telephone number of the 
certifying party, the nature of the health danger, 
and approximately how long the danger will 
continue. Initial verification by the verifying party 
may be by telephone if written verification is 
forwarded to the cooperative within five days. 

2. Initial certification will prevent discontinuance 
of service for 30 days. 

3. Certification may be renewed by the member- 
consumer for an additional 30 days by providing a 
second certificate to the cooperative. 

4. Failure to renew the certificate will entitle the 
cooperative to initiate discontinuance procedures. 

5. The member-consumer for whom electric service 
is not disconnected under provisions of the policy 
must enter into an agreement for the retirement 
of the unpaid balance of the account within the 
first 30 days and keep the current account paid 
during the period that the unpaid balance is to 
be retired. 

6. In the event electric service is terminated within 
14 days prior to certification of illness by, or for, 
a qualifying resident, electric service shall be 
restored to that residence if a proper certification 
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Crews busy on relocation job 

Relocation work on Route 71 
Work was expected to be com¬ 

pleted by mid-August on 1.5 miles of 
line relocation along Illinois 71 near its 
intersection with Illinois 178, south of 
Utica in La Salle County. Illinois 
Valley Electric Cooperative contracted 
with L. E. Myers Company to install 
the relocated line. The work was 
required because of road widening 
work on Illinois 71 in the area. 

The State of Illinois is paying for 
the relocation work. 

The IVEC line, a three-phase, 
ACSR underbuild on an Illinois 
Power Company transmission line, 
serves an increasing load in the sur¬ 

rounding rural area, including Deer 
Park Country Club. 

IVEC crews were active in the Deer 
Park area, installing additional capa¬ 
city required because of expanded 
electric facilities at the club. 

Illinois Valley installed a large, 
multi-phase, 75-KVA transformer for 
irrigation and deep well equipment at 
the club. IVEC presently serves 
DPCC with a 225-KVA, multi-phase 
transformer and another 75-KVA 
transformer, mainly for the all-electric 
clubhouse and new swimming pool 
under construction this summer. 

Three picked 
by nominating 
committee 

The nominating committee of Illi¬ 
nois Valley Electric Cooperative met 
July 24 at 11 a.m. at the coopertive’s 
headquarters in Princeton and selected 
the following members as candidates 
for election to three-year terms. 

Mary Carpenter, Box 401, Sheri¬ 
dan, IL 60551 — District 5; 

Dorothy Wilson, Lot 118, Henne¬ 
pin Farms, Route 1, Box 163, Henne¬ 
pin, IL 61327 — District 6; 

Willis Heaton, Route 1, Box 107, 
Bradford, IL 61421, — District 8. 

The election will take place during 
IVEC’s annual meeting Wednesday, 
September 4, at the Bureau County 
Fairgrounds, Princeton. 

Members on the committee were: 
Kenneth R. Johnson, Cambridge; 
James Krause, Kewanee; Martin 
McMahon, Sheffield; Paul Hochstatter, 
Mendota (absent); Raymond O. 
Jewell, Marseilles; James King, 
McNabb; Verle Kieser, Buda; Bert 
Lackie, Bradford, and George England, 
Dahinda. 

June board 
meeting notes 

MEETING HELD ON 
JUNE 18, 1985 

President Hagenbuch called the 
meeting to order at 10:30 a.m. with all 
members present. Manager Christen¬ 
sen, Attorney Claudon and Gordon 
Olsen and Vince Moreth of the AIEC 
were also present. The following 
members of the cooperative were 
present: R. O. Jewell, Donald Burton, 
and Elmer Koster. 

Routine orders of business were 
reviewed and accepted after due 
consideration. 

Several directors reported on 
various meetings and related coopera¬ 
tive activities they had attended during 
the past month. 

Staff personnel reported to the 
board concerning the activities in their 

respective departments during the past 
month. 

The following items were discussed 
and/or moved on: 

1. The annual meeting will be held 
on Wednesday, September 4, 1985, at 
1:30 p.m. at the fairgrounds in Prince¬ 
ton. Five certificates good for $50 off 
the October light bill will be offered as 
attendance prizes. 

2. The nominating committee will 
meet on Wednesday, July 24, 1985, at 
11 a.m. at the headquarters office in 
Princeton. 

3. The board approved Administra¬ 
tive Policy No. 54, Member Advisory 
Group, establishing such a group, 
which will consist of two couples from 
each district. 

4. R. O. Jewell, a representative of 
the REAC group, made a presentation 
to the board requesting a copy of 
IVEC’s mailing list, permission for two 
members of REAC to sit in on any 

negotiations between IVEC and any 
private utility relative to a sale of the 
cooperative, and reimbursal for attor¬ 
ney fees and court costs involved in 
any litigation against the cooperative. 

The board approved responding in 
writing to the REAC group to inform 
them why their requests were being 
denied. The board reaffirmed the 
original agreement with REAC to mail 
any information to the members for 
the group, at the group’s expense, to 
ensure the privacy of the cooperative’s 
members. 
5. A contract with Bob Propheter 

Construction Company using the LP-3 
seasonal rate schedule was approved. 

Several other items were discussed. 
The next board meeting was sched¬ 

uled for July 24, 1985, at 10:30 a.m. 
The August board meeting is sched¬ 

uled for Wednesday, August 21, at 
10:30 a.m. at the cooperative head¬ 
quarters in Princeton. 

is thereafter made in accordance with the fore- reasons of safety, health or cooperation with 
going provisions. civil authorities. 

7. Nothing in this policy or these rules shall be Albert Hagenbuch, President 
construed to prevent disconnect of service for Willis Heaton, Secretary 
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District 9 
Vincent Fredrickson 

Victoria 

District 3 
Marion Rieker 

Sheffield 

District 8 
Willis Heaton 

Asst. Secretary 
Bradford 

District 7 
Joe Danielson 
Asst. Treasurer 

Princeton 

District 6 
Dorothy Wilson 

Hennepin 

District 4 
Robert Sondgeroth 

Mendota 

District 5 
Albert Hagenbuch 

President 
Utica 

YOUR AREA DIRECTORS 

ANNUAL MEETING 
September 4, 1985 
Starts at 1:30 p.m. 

Bureau County Fairgrounds 
Route 6 & 34 West 

Princeton, III. 

Mark your calendar 

September 1905 
s M T W T F S 
1 2 3 0 5 6 7 
8 9. 11 12 13 14 
15 Y7 18 19 20 21 

29 
23 
30 

24 25 26 27 28 

Registration begins at 12 noon - 
come early and visit with staff 

and operations personnel 

Milk, coffee and cookies will be served 

Informational area map display 
Reports by officers and manager 

Election of directors 

To be awarded 
Five $50 certificates, to be applied 
to member's October electric bill 
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IVEC 
Comments 

by Tim (Kris) 
Christensen 

General Manager 

Across the 
manager's desk 

f Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative 

Office Hours 7:45 A.M. - 4:30 P.M. Route 6 & 34 West 
Monday through Friday Princeton, Illinois 61356 

In case of emergency, call collect (815)875-4488 any time, day or 
night. Someone is always on duty at this number — 24-hour service. 

Serving the rural areas of Bureau, Henry, Kendall, Marshall, 
Knox, LaSalle, Putnam and Stark counties. 

Rural electrics and rural development 
A total of 77,659 jobs were created 

last year in rural America as a result of 
assistance provided by rural electric 
and telephone organizations such as 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative. 
They receive funding from the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s Rural 
Electrification Administration (REA). 

Rural development activities in agri¬ 
culture, forestry, housing, recreation, 
community and health facilities and 
other industrial and commercial areas 
created 47,066 jobs, according to 
Harold V. Hunter, REA administrator. 
The other 30,593 jobs developed 
indirectly, or as a byproduct of the 
direct positions, Hunter said. 

The jobs were reported in a Com¬ 
munity Development Survey, con¬ 
ducted annually by REA, in response 
to President Reagan’s “Private Sector 
Initiatives and Voluntarism” program. 
Hunter said REA received responses 
from about 82 percent of its approxi¬ 
mately 2,000 borrowers, which is how 
the agency refers to the rural utilities 
receiving loan funds from it. 

Also, REA borrowers provided 
assistance to 817 local community 
groups involving about 4,233 com¬ 
munity service type projects, Hunter 
said. 

Since 1961, the rural utilities have 
helped to create more than a million 
commercial, industrial, service and 
community jobs as a result of receiving 
loans from REA. 

The survey addressed itself to agri¬ 
culture; forestry; recreation; housing 

and community facilities including 

water and sewage systems, public 
buildings, health care units, etc; and 
other industrial, service, and commer¬ 
cial entities. Of those responding to 
the survey, 662 borrowers indicated 
involvement in such projects. Also 
surveyed was the assistance by bor¬ 
rowers to local groups independently 
engaged in community activities. 

There were 1,567 job-related proj¬ 
ects assisted in the following cate¬ 
gories: agriculture, 149; forestry, 85; 
recreation, 193; housing, 158; com¬ 
munity facilities, 287; health facilities, 
55; and other commercial enterprises 
and industries, 640. 

REA borrowers reported these proj¬ 
ects were associated with 47,066 
direct jobs. REA staff estimate an 
additional 30,593 indirect jobs 
resulted from borrower activity for the 
total of 77,659 jobs. 

The nature and frequency of job- 
related assistance reported was as 

follows: arranging financing, 173; 
securing or providing development 
assistance, 502; securing or providing 
management assistance, 237; securing 
or providing plant design or other 
technical assistance, 386; assisting in 
obtaining industrial sites, 81; and 
providing office and meeting space, 
typing, clerical or other such assis¬ 
tance, 349. 

The REA material indicated there 
were 1,373 persons (directors, mana¬ 
gers, and employees) who were active 
as members of committees, organiza¬ 
tions, and local community groups. 

In addition to the job-related proj¬ 

ects reported upon above, assistance 
was provided to 817 local community 
groups, involving 4,233 community 
service type projects. Borrowers 
reported the following types and 
frequency of assistance provided to 
community groups: contributions 
(donating time, money, equipment, 
and materials), 2,001; development 
and planning — help with projects, 
463; providing meeting space, office 
equipment, clerical, or typing assis¬ 
tance, 867; and technical assistance, 
training, information, marketing,, and 
promotion, 517. 

The responses to the 1984 survey 
reveal the continuing and significant 
contributions made by REA borrowers 
to help fulfill the President’s national 
objective of greater involvement of the 
private sector in local community 
affairs and responsibilities, Hunter 
said. The survey clearly indicates that 
the tradition of voluntarism in com¬ 
munity service is very strong among 
rural electric and telephone systems, 
he added. 

Since mid-1961 through 1984, 
more than 22,000 commercial, indus¬ 
trial, service and community job- 
related projects have been assisted by 
REA borrowers. The direct jobs 
created as reported by borrowers in 
these undertakings amount to slightly 
more than 619,000; about another 
estimated 402,000 indirect jobs have 
followed, bringing the total number of 
jobs created through 1984 to about 
1,021,000 jobs. 
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Operational policies: one in a series 
Policy No. 8 — Meter Installations 

ADOPTED FEBRUARY 17, 1985 
BY BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

1. OWNERSHIP 
The cooperative will furnish and install the meter. The 
member-consumer will be required to furnish and install 
the conductor, conduit disconnect and/or entranced 
cable and all other required appurtenances. On loads 
requiring current transformer meter loop metering, the 
cooperative will install the current transformer meter 
loop and meter. Where local ordinances require inspec¬ 
tion and approval of member-consumer’s wiring by local 
authorities, such inspection shall be completed and 
certificate of approval obtained before the cooperative 
will render service. 
A. Meter Location 

The cooperative will normally furnish a single meter 
at the point of connection to the member-consumer’s 
premises at a location designated by the cooperative. 
Any member-consumer requiring service at two or 
more separately metered points of connection to the 
cooperative’s distribution system shall be billed 
separately at each meter point. 

B. Meter Placement 
Meters shall be installed so that the center of the line 
of the meter is not more than 6 feet nor less than 5 
feet above the ground line. The meter must be 
installed outside the building at a location designated 
by the cooperative and must be accessible to coopera¬ 
tive personnel without interference. 

2. TYPES OF METER LOOP INSTALLATIONS 
The following are a number of approved installations: 

A. Meter Loop Construction 
The design of the meter loop will be included in the 
cooperative’s wiring specifications. 

B. Current Transformer Installation 
The cooperative will furnish and install current trans¬ 
former metering on loads in excess of 200 amperes or 
at its determination of need for secondary service. 

3. PRIMARY METERING 
The cooperative will furnish and install primary metering 
when it is mutually advantageous to both parties to use 
this type of metering and reduce the kilowatt-hour and 
demand consumption by one percent (1%) and the load 
warrants such metering in accord with good engineering 
design nd practice. Charges may be reduced to reflect 
any savings caused by primary metering. 

4. METER SEALS 
Seals will be placed by the cooperative on all meters and 
meter enclosures and such seals shall not be broken or 
disturbed by anyone other than authorized representa¬ 
tives of the cooperative. Tampering with seals or any 
wiring between the meter and the cooperative’s service 
wires by anyone other than authorized cooperative 
representatives will be sufficient cause for discontin¬ 
uance of service. 
If it is necessary to replace a member-consumer’s meter 

seal more than once during a twelve month period, the 
member-consumer will be assessed a $45.00 trip charge. An 
additional deposit will be required from the member-con¬ 
sumer if it is necessary to replace a meter seal for the third 
time in a twelve month period. 

Board meeting notes 
MEETING HELD 

ON JULY 24, 1985 
President Hagenbuch called the 

meeting to order at 10:30 a.m. with all 
members present. Manager Christensen 
and Attorney Claudon were also pres¬ 
ent. The following members of the 
cooperative were present: R. O. 
Jewell, Elmer Koster, Mary Carpenter, 
John Eichholz, and Shirley Eichholz. 

Routine orders of business were 
reviewed and accepted after due con¬ 
sideration. 

Several directors reported on vari¬ 
ous meetings and related cooperative 
activities they had attended during the 
past month. 

Written staff personnel reports to 
the board concerning the activities in 
their respective departments during 

the past month were reviewed. 
The following items were discussed 

and/or moved on: 
1. R. O. Jewell made a short pre¬ 

sentation to the board recommending 
that district voting be implemented 
whereby only members of a district 
elect the board member for the district. 

2. Members of the Member Advi¬ 
sory Committee were officially 
appointed by the board. The agenda 
for the initial, introductory meeting of 
the Member Advisory Committee was 
discussed. 

3. A renewal of our line-of-credit 
with the National Rural Utilities Coop¬ 
erative Finance Corporation was 
approved. 

4. The board approved paying dues 
to the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives for 1985-1986. 

5. The board approved a meter 

testing program for 1985. Electric Lab 
& Sales Corporation of Mattoon will 
test 250 three-phase meters and 500 
single-phase meters during the remain¬ 
der of 1985. 

6. Delegates and alternate delegates 
for the AIEC Annual Meeting and the 
NRECA and CFC Region V meeting 
were appointed. 

7. The board approved inviting 
Edith Kays and Eileen Slingsby, two 

of the original incorporators of the 
cooperative, to attend a special recog¬ 
nition dinner celebrating the 50th 
anniversary of REA to be held during 
the AIEC Annual Meeting. 

Several other items were discussed. 
The next board meeting was sched¬ 

uled for August 21, 1985, at 10:30 
a.m. The board meeting for September 
is scheduled for September 25 at 
10:30 a.m. 
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District 9 
Vincent Fredrickson 

Victoria 

District 3 
Marion Rieker 

Sheffield 

District 8 
Willis Heaton 

Asst. Secretary 
Bradford 

District 7 
Joe Danielson 
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Princeton 

District 6 
Dorothy Wilson 

Hennepin 

District 4 
Robert Sondgeroth 

Mendota 

District 5 
Albert Hagenbuch 

President 
Utica 

YOUR AREA DIRECTORS 

Advisory organization 
made up of 18 couples 

Your electric cooperative has estab¬ 
lished a Member Advisory Committee 
to provide an additional link of com¬ 
munication with the total membership 
of Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative. 

In setting up the organization, the 
board said that through this type of 
communications program the coopera¬ 
tive has taken a positive step toward 
surviving the uncertain economic con¬ 
ditions facing rural America today. 

The group will work to become 
better informed about the coopera¬ 
tive’s operations and policies, and it 
will serve as a feedback source for the 
board of directors in relating to ques¬ 
tions from neighboring members of 
IVEC. 

The group is made up of two cou¬ 
ples from each of the nine director 
districts, and, following organization, 
will meet quarterly. The first meeting 
was conducted July 31 at the IVEC 
office in Princeton and a subsequent 
meeting was held August 21. 

Members are selected for two-year 
terms, with the first committee serving 
alternate one-and two-year terms to 
allow for staggered selection in the 
future. 

District 1 (J. Knueppel): Mr. and 
Mrs. Harold J. Anderson, Cambridge; 
and Mr. and Mrs. William A. Leff, 
Altona. 

District 2 (E. Bates): Mr. and Mrs. 
Mark Ahlgren, Kewanee; and Mr. and 
Mrs. James Weston, Kewanee. 

September 1985 

District 3 (M. Rieker): Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert M. Lind, Wyanet; and Mr. and 
Mrs. Douglas Wiggim, Princeton. 

District 4 (R. Sondgeroth): Mr. and 
Mrs. Keith McLaughlin, LaSalle; and 
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Kirsteatter, Troy 
Grove. 

District 5 (A. Hagenbuch): Mr. and 
Mrs. Donald L. Burton, Sheridan; and 

IVEC meters 
being tested 

Meter testing is under way through¬ 
out the IVEC system. 

Beginning in August, and continu¬ 
ing through December, contract meter 
testing personnel from Electric Labs 
and Sales of Mattoon will be conduct¬ 
ing random tests on 250 three-phase 
meters and 500 single-phase meters 
over the service area. The single-phase 
testing is scheduled to be completed 
in September, while the three-phase 

Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Chalus, Utica. 
District 6 (D. Wilson): Mr. and Mrs. 

Joseph Bogner, Hennepin; and Mr. and 
Mrs. James Bouxsein, Hennepin. 

District 7 (J. Danielson): Mr. and 
Mrs. James Kieschnick, Princeton;and 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Schultz, Princ- 
ton. 

District 8 (W. Heaton:) Mr. and 
Mrs. Dwain Carley, Neponset-, and Mr. 
and Mrs. John E. Scott, Neponset. 

District 9 (V. Fredrickson): Mr. 
and Mrs. Richard Holmes, Dahinda; 
and Mr. and Mrs. Paul Larson, Knox¬ 
ville. 

testing will take through December. 
The meters are tested to check if 

there is any lightning damage, to deter¬ 
mine accuracy, to check the condition 

of minor parts such as seals, bearings 
and gaskets, and the general overall 
condition of meters. Any meters deter¬ 
mined to be unrepairable in the field 
will be replaced. Results of all tests 
will be supplied to IVEC. 

Personnel doing the testing will 
carry proper identification. If there are 
any questions, please contact IVEC in 
Princeton. 

Prize winner!! 
Francis Vanvooren 

0002343500 
If this is your name, please 
notify Illinois Valley Electric 
Cooperative, 815-875-4488, and 
we will present you with a fine 
gift. 
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Electric power is the very heart¬ 
beat of every modern American 
farmer, yet tragedy awaits the farmer 
who fails to give this great source of 
energy the respect and attention it 
deserves. 

Modern farming equipment is 
becoming more massive with each 
new season. Power lines which used to 
stretch well above a safe clearance 
level are now subject to equipment 
contact. 

Grain augers, balers, hay conveyors, 

raised dump truck bodies, metal lad¬ 
ders, and front end loaders are just a 
few of the objects implicated in 
accidental overhead electric power line 
injuries and fatalities investigated by 

the National Safety Council. 
Also, beware of the CB antenna on 

your combine and other equipment. 
Always survey the working area care¬ 
fully to insure that contact will be 
avoided. Never work within 10 feet of 
any electric power line. 

Correct unsafe working procedures 
on your farm by directing all machin¬ 
ery operators to check overhead clear¬ 
ance. Make safety responsibility and 
safe work habits a part of your daily 
farming activities. 

Appliances are the third largest con¬ 
sumer of energy in your house. They 
account for about 13 percent of 

residential consumption. Use these 
common sense ideas to get more from 
your cooking appliances. 

Oven cooking is more economical 
than surface units because it requires 
energy only periodically. Insulation 
holds the heat in. Choose the oven 
whenever possible during winter 
months. 

Oven preheating is usually not 
required and wastes energy. Preheat 
only when baking time is very short, 
and then, do it for no more than 5 
minutes. 

Rearrange oven shelves before turn¬ 
ing on the oven. This prevents wasteful 
escape of heat and possible burns. 

Reduce peeking into the oven to a 
minimum. Every time the door is 
opened, the temperature drops 25-50 
degrees. If you’re a “peek-a-boo” cook 
of long standing, an oven door with a 
window is a wise investment. 

Never use your range or oven for 
purposes other than cooking. Using 
either for quick kitchen heat is ineffi¬ 
cient, uneconomical and possibly very 
dangerous. 

Microwave ovens cook food very 
efficiently. They use one-eighth the 
wattage of a conventional oven and do 
the job in much less time. 

Baking in ceramic, glass, and 
stainless steel dishes will allow you to 
use lower temperatures. Because they 
retain heat better than other materials, 
you can lower oven settings 25 
degrees. 

Kays and 
Slingsby 
honored 

Two pioneers in the founding of 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative, 
Edith Kays and Eileen Slingsby, were 
honored August 28 in Springfield 
during a special “Lamplighter” ban¬ 
quet held in conjunction with the 44th 
annual meeting of the Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives. Mrs. 
Kays, of rural Ottawa, and Mrs. 
Slingsby, of Ottawa, were incorporat¬ 
ing directors of IVEC, and each served 
for 40 years as a director, from 1939 

Kays 

to 1979. Mrs. Kays served as secretary 
of the board for many years and 
Mrs. Slingsby as treasurer. They were 
among a number of incorporating dir- 

Slingsby 

ectors and others honored as part of 
the celebration of the 50th anniversary 
of the Rural Electrification Admini¬ 
stration. 
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IVEC 
Comments 

by Tim (Kris) 
Christensen 

General Manager 

Across the 
manager's desk 

f Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative 

Office Hours 7:45 A.M. - 4:30 P.M. Route 6 & 34 West 
Monday through Friday Princeton, Illinois 61356 

In case of emergency, call collect (815)875-4488 any time, day or 

night. Someone is always on duty at this number — 24-hour service. 

Serving the rural areas of Bureau, Henry, Kendall, Marshall, 
Knox, LaSalle, Putnam and Stark counties. 

Board acts 
Utility contacts 

The Illinois Valley Electric Cooper¬ 
ative board of directors voted Septem¬ 
ber 25 to contact utilities in Illinois 
and adjoining states to determine if 
there is any interest in purchasing 
the assets and liabilities of your mem¬ 

ber-owned, non-profit electric utility. 
The action came as a result of a 
resolution adopted earlier this month 
at the cooperative’s 45th annual 
meeting of members. 

In response to three other advisory 
resolutions adopted by members 
attending the annual meeting, the 
IVEC board: 
• Voted to give REAC, a group of 
Illinois Valley members, a copy of the 
cooperative’s membership list on the 
condition that REAC does only one 
mailing to members and that the 
mailing is “for a proper cooperative 
purpose.” The board has until now 
opposed giving the cooperative mem¬ 
bership list to anyone in order to 
protect the privacy of cooperative 
members. 
• Voted to call for proposals from 
accounting firms to audit cooperative 
financial records. IVEC last sought 
bids from accountants in 1983 when it 
awarded the responsibility to a Minne¬ 

sota firm that was low among four 
bidders. In order to qualify to bid, an 
auditing firm must have auditing 
experience auditing electric coopera¬ 
tives who have borrowed funds from 
the Rural Electrification Administra¬ 
tion, the agency within the U.S. 

on advisory 
Department of Agriculture that is the 
major lender to electric cooperatives. 
The board also voted to publish 
financial reports quarterly in the 
Illinois Rural Electric News, a member 
publication of the cooperative. 
• Directed the cooperative’s com¬ 
munications committee to study the 
annual meeting of members and 
recommend a date for the 1986 
meeting. A member resolution asked 
that future IVEC member meetings be 
held on a Saturday afternoon rather 
than a weekday afternoon, as has been 
the cooperative’s tradition. 

In approving the letter to other 
utilities, the IVEC board made it clear 
it did not necessarily approve selling 
the cooperative. “The board of direc¬ 
tors does not mean to imply that it is 
offering the cooperative for sale nor 
does it imply that it approves or favors 
sale of the cooperative,” the letter 
said. “Also, we wish to point out that 
during discussions on the resolution at 
the annual meeting, members made it 
clear that they were not voting to sell 
the cooperative, but were expressing 
their desire to explore one more 
alternative in their quest for lower 
retail rates.” 

“Our cooperative had a series of 
rate increases in the early 1980s after 
the board of directors responded to a 
demand by members to increase 
service reliability,” board president 
Earl Bates explained after the Septem¬ 
ber 25 board meeting. “The investment 

necessary to improve service caused 
our rates to be higher than adjoining 

resolutions 
utilities and some members now want 
to look at alternatives to paying 
those rates necessary to cover the cost 
of improved service.” 

The IVEC board is requesting that 
if any other utility is interested in 
negotiating purchase of the IVEC 
system, the utility supply IVEC with 
copies of its residential rates for the 
past 10 years and projections of 
residential rates into the future. “We 
also ask that you describe what 
assurances, if any, you can offer our 
members that they will never be 
subjected to any form of rate discrim¬ 
ination, compared to urban-based 
customers, if your company were to 
purchase the assets and liabilities of 
IVEC,” the board’s letter said. 

All companies receiving the letter 
inquiring about interest in purchasing 
the assets and liability of IVEC were 
given 60 days to respond. 

Member survey 
In the near future, many members 

of Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
will receive a survey questionnaire in 
the mail. It will address the subject of 
“Energy and Rural Living in Illinois.” 
Please be sure, if you are among those 
who receive the survey form, to 
complete and return it as requested. 

This survey has been approved by 
your board of directors and is part of a 
statewide survey of rural electric 
consumers. It has the sponsorship of 
the state’s electric cooperatives and is 
being done by The Center for Com¬ 
munity and Regional Studies at 
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Sangamon State University in Spring- 
field. 

Your board feels very strongly 
about this project. The compiled 
results to a variety of questions will 
tell your board, and staff, what you 
think about your cooperative, its 
services, and will serve as a valuable 
guide for your cooperative to use in 
future planning and decision making. 

This survey, in order to achieve as 
much accuracy as possible and repre¬ 
sent a cross section of member 
opinion, relies on random selection 
from the member list of persons to 
contact. This type of respondent 
selection technique assures that the 
questions cannot be asked of any 
particular person, but rather a repre¬ 
sentative cross section of the member¬ 
ship. Such techniques have proven 
highly accurate in thousands of 
surveys. 

Information sought is of a general 
nature, with focus on such subjects as 
your evaluation of your electric 
cooperative, energy usage, and service 
quality. 

The Center at Sangamon State 
University will receive all responses. 
Compiling of the data will take place 
at SSU and only the compiled results, 
not the returned questionnaires, will 
be provided to the participating electic 
cooperatives. 

You know the importance of 
communication between the board 
and your staff and the membership. 
How the members feel about their 
cooperative is vital knowledge for 
directors as they fulfill their responsi¬ 
bilities as trustees of your consumer- 
owned business. 

This survey is one of the several 
tools available to your board and 
management to ensure the greatest 
possible involvement of members in 
the activities of your electric coopera¬ 
tive. 

Prize winner!! 
Anna M. Verstraete 

0002347000 

If this is your name, please 
notify Illinois Valley Electric 
Cooperative, 815-875-4488, and 
we will present you with a fine 
gift. 

Tax saving 
Governor Thompson has signed 

into law a bill that gives Illinois Valley 
members and all rural electric coopera¬ 
tive consumers in Illinois a break on 
the state’s utilities tax. 

The state’s electric cooperatives, 
incidentally, were the only utility 
organization to support this bill, of 
which Representative Tom Homer of 
Canton was the chief sponsor. 

For Illinois Valley electric consum¬ 
ers who use 1,000 kilowatt-hours per 
month, the monthly savings will be 
$3.49 when the method used to 
calculate the tax is changed January 1, 
1986, from a percentage of the bill 
amount to a per-unit rate. 

Although the amount of the savings 
may not seem all that much at one 
time, the passage and signing of the 
bill does signal an end to a tax that has 
had a hidden impact. As the cost of 
electricity went up, so did the present 
tax, in terms of dollars. Under the new 
law, you will be taxed according to the 
amount of electricity you use — your 
tax cost will remain level if your 
consumption does not change. 

The legislation changes the method 
of calculating the state taxes on 
natural gas and electricity sales from a 

percentage basis, currently 5 percent 
to a per unit rate for electric consum¬ 
ers of 32-hundredths of a cent 
($.0032) per kilowatt-hour. 

This isn’t a tax increase for anyone. 
That’s the importance of this legisla¬ 
tion. The legislation guarantees no 
utility tax increases for state residents. 
In the long run, the legislation will 
result in a tax decrease for everyone. 

Electric cooperatives and other 
consumer groups supporting the legi¬ 
slation charged that the state’s 5 
percent utility tax was a “hidden” tax 
because it increased automatically as 
electric and natural gas rates increased. 
Revenue generated through the 5 
percent tax increased 308 percent 
from 1972-82. 

Annual meeting 
The board and management were 

pleased with the number of members 
who turned out for the annual meeting 
last month in Princeton. The turnout 
demonstrates the interest in the affairs 
of your member-owned and -con¬ 
trolled electric cooperative. 

All members can be assured that 
the board and management will 
continue to operate the cooperative 
for the best interest of the general 
overall membership. 

Willis Hand (left), general foreman for Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative, 
Princeton, was one of 34 employees and directors of Illinois electric cooperatives 
honored August 28 for 25 or more years of service. Hand received a certificate in 
recognition of his 25 years during a special "Lamplighter" banquet conducted 
during the 44th annual meeting of the Association of Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tives in Springfield. Robert Rippelmeyer of Valmeyer, outgoing president of the 
A!EC board of directors, made the presentation. 
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Operational policies: one in a series 
No. 8 — Underground electric facilities 

ADOPTED FEBRUARY 27, 1985 
BY BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

1. OWNERSHIP AND/OR CONTRIBUTIONS 
The applicant shall consult with the cooperative prior to 
planning of any underground service installation. If the 
applicant desires new underground service it must be 
provided by the cooperative. 

2. SPECIFICATIONS 
The cooperative reserves the right to specify the size and 
type of underground conductor to be used, the location 
of the pole to which service must be run, the side of the 
pole on which the conduit is to be installed and the 
height to which it must be extended. 
A. Self-Contained Metering 

The conduit shall terminate in a fused disconnect, or 
other overload disconnecting device on the coopera¬ 
tive’s service pole. 

B. Current Transformer Metering 
If current transformer metering is to be used, the 
member-consumer will terminate his conduit and 
cable in a fused disconnect or other disconnecting 
device on the cooperative’s service pole. The member- 
consumer will also install the conduit leads from the 
device to the meter socket. The meter and current 
transformers are to be supplied by the cooperative. 

3. NEW UNDERGROUND FACILITIES - 
PLATTED AREAS 
The cooperative will develop a written agreement for 
installing an underground distribution system, including 
primaries, secondaries, services, pad mount transformers, 
and street lighting facilities in a platted real estate 
development of four or more lots. The cooperative and 
developer will mutually determine the developments 
that will have underground residential distribution and 
the written agreement will be signed by both parties 
before construction is undertaken. 
A. Easements 

The developer will provide easements for electric 
distribution and service facilities as approved by the 
cooperative prior to the plat being recorded. Ease¬ 
ments will also be provided for street light and 
secondary laterals as required. 

B. Grade 
The developer will grade the cable route area to 
within 6” of final grade and install sewer and water 
lines prior to installation of electrical facilities. 

C. Advance Payment Required 
The developer may be required to make an advance 
payment equal to costs of labor and wire that cannot 
be recovered in the event that the use of the service is 
terminated before the end of 10 years. One-tenth of 
this advance payment will be returned to the person 
who originally made the advance payment at the end 
of each year. In the event service is terminated before 
10 years, the balance of the energy payment is for¬ 
feited to the cooperative. 

4. NEW UNDERGROUND FACILITIES 
TO SINGLE SERVICE 
The cooperative will install, operate and maintain the 
primary underground electric facilities from its existing 
facilities to a new service. 

The member-consumer will make an additional payment 
equal to the difference in cost between the underground 
facility to be installed and the retirement value of the 
overhead facility to be removed. The proposed installa¬ 
tion will be done at such time that will not unreasonably 
interfere with the service to other member-consumers 
and the payment made in advance of the construction. 

5. REPLACE EXISTING FACILITIES 
WITH UNDERGROUND FACILITIES 
The cooperative may install and maintain underground 
electric facilities to the existing member-consumers if 
the proposed conversion of existing facilities to under¬ 
ground is determined to be reasonable and feasible by 
the cooperative. Underground service may also be 
installed where additional capacity is required. 

The member-consumer will make an additional payment 
equal to the difference in cost between the underground 
facility to be installed and the retirement value of the 
overhead facility to be removed. The proposed installa¬ 
tion will be done at such time that will not unreasonably 
interfere with the service to other member-consumers 
and the payment made in advance of the construction. 

Albert Hagenbuch, President Willis Heaton, Secretary 

Board meeting notes 
MEETING HELD 

ON AUGUST 21,1985 
President Hagenbuch called the 

meeting to order at 10:50 a.m. with all 
members present. Manager Christensen 
and Attorney Claudon were also 
present. The following members of the 
cooperative were present: R. O, 
Jewell Elmer Koster, Myron Vigesaa, 
J. H. Whipple, John Eichholz and 

Shirley Eichholz. 
Routine orders of business were 

reviewed and accepted after due 
consideration. 

Several directors reported on vari¬ 
ous meetings and related cooperative 
activities they had attended during the 
past month. 

Written staff personnel reports to 
the board concerning the activities in 
their respective department during the 
past month were reviewed. 

The following items were discussed 
and/or moved on: 

1. Member R. O. Jewell requested 
to address the board. He asked some 
questions of the board concerning 
procedures to be followed at the 
annual meeting. Mr. Jewell then 
discussed with the board the Soyland 
Pike County generator, the Soyland- 
WIPCO pooling, and the projected 
completion costs of the Clinton Power 

(Continued on page 14d) 
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Dorothy Wilson of Hennepin, left, greets new directors Mary Carpenter of Sher¬ 
idan and John Scott of Neponset. Wilson, appointed to the cooperative's board 
of directors in 1984, Carpenter and Scott were elected to a full three-year term 
at the annual meeting in September. 

Long range planning 
committee has 9 members 

IVEC's board and officers are, from 
left, front row: John Knueppe! of 
Cambridge, treasurer; Earl Bates of 
Kewanee, president; Vincent Fredrick¬ 
son of Victoria, vice president; Joe 
Danielson of Princeton, secretary, and 
Robert Sondgeroth of Mendota. Back 
row, from left: Chester Claud on, 
attorney; Marion Rieker of Sheffield, 
assistant treasurer; Mary Carpenter of 
Sheridan, assistant secretary, Dorothy 
Wilson of Hennepin, John Scott of 
Neponset, and T. L. Christensen, 
manager. 

(Continued from page 14c) 
Station. He then requested the coop¬ 
erative’s mailing list and that he be 
able to address the membership from 
the podium at the annual meeting. The 
board moved to reaffirm its original 
offer for use of the cooperative 
mailing list. The board also moved to 
continue the previous practice of 
supplying microphones on the main 
floor at the annual meeting for use 
by members attending the meeting. 

2. Soyland Power Cooperative’s 
interruptible load policy was dis¬ 
cussed. This policy is a load manage¬ 
ment technique for large power 
consumers which will implement 
savings on wholesale power billings to 
IVEC which will in turn be passed on 
to the members involved. Other load 
management techniques are being 
developed for farm and residential 
member-consumers. 

3. A member attitude study 
offered through the AIEC in conjunc¬ 
tion with Sangamon State University 
was discussed. A decision on a survey 
was tabled until additional informa¬ 
tion on the survey could be obtained. 

4. The goals of the long range 
planning committee and possible mem¬ 
bers to be appointed to the committee 
were discussed. 

5. Annual meeting status and prep¬ 
arations were discussed. 

Several other items were discussed 
with no official action taken. 

The next board meeting was sched¬ 
uled for September 25, 1985, at 10:30 
a.m. 

The October board meeting is 
scheduled for October 23, 1985, at 
10:30 a.m. 

Nine members of your electric 
cooperative have been appointed to a 
long range planning committee. They 
are: Lowell Bjorling of Altona, Lester 
Quart of Kewanee, John Meyer of 
Marseilles, Michael Massie of Galva, 
Hilding Allen of Princeton, Walter 
Boyle of Hennepin, Craig Wesner of 
Princeton, Dennis Van Ordstrand of 
Princeton and Sheldon Matson of 
Sheridan. 

Announcement of the committee 

was made during the cooperative’s 
annual meeting in September. 

The board, in adopting a resolution 
establishing the committee, cited prob¬ 

lems due to large recent indebtedness 
for system investment, associated large 
interest expenses and depreciation 

reserve requirements as the major 
reasons for the committee. 

The committee’s primary responsi¬ 
bility will be to “investigate any and 
all avenues that may be associated 
with maintaining the lowest possible 
costs, and as a result, the lowest retail 
costs for its (the cooperative) con¬ 
sumer-members now and in the years 
ahead,” the resolution states. 

The resolution further says that 
committee will be an advisory com¬ 
mittee to the board and members of 
the committee were to be from a 
variety of diversified interests. 

The first meeting was held in 
September and final recommendations 

are to be made by no later than 
December 31 of this year. 
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IVEC 
Comments 

by Tim (Kris) 
Christensen 
General Manager 

Across the 
manager's desk 

f Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative 

Office Hours 7:45 A.M. - 4:30 P.M. Route 6 & 34 West 
Monday through Friday Princeton, Illinois 61356 

In case of emergency, call collect (815)875-4488 any time, day or 
night. Someone is always on duty at this number — 24-hour service. 

Serving the rural areas of Bureau, Henry, Kendall, Marshall, 
Knox, LaSalle, Putnam and Stark counties. 

Operational, statistical data published 
As was reported in the October 

Manager’s Column, your board of 
directors, in an effort to respond to 
the advisory resolutions passed by the 
members at the annual meeting on 
September 4, 1985, is providing 
quarterly operating statements to 
members, along with other statistical 
and revenue data of interest to the 
members. 

This data will appear in future 
issues of the Illinois Rural Electric 
News each quarter during the months 
of November, February, May, and 
August. 

This information is being provided 
in an effort to keep the membership 
informed, on a more current basis, of 
the financial condition and other 
operating statistics of this cooperative. 

That report is on page 12b. 
The following is the board resolu¬ 

tion on the subject: 
RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, the members present 
at the annual meeting on September 4, 
1985, passed a resolution that the 
board of directors permit an audit of 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative’s 
books by an auditing firm to be 
chosen by the members to be paid for 
by IVEC and to provide the members 
with quarterly, year-to-date financial 
statements including the director’s 
report, wages and expenses of all dir¬ 
ectors and employees. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED that the board comply 
with the wishes of the membership 
expressed in the resolution adopted 
at the annual meeting and solicit bids 

for the 1985 audit from several com¬ 
panies who currently do other REA 
borrower audits plus from all com¬ 
panies in the cooperative’s service area, 
via area newspapers, as long as they 
have experience in auditing utilities 
having REA-borrowed funds and are 
approved by REA. The board will 
tentatively select an auditor based on 
low bid and qualifications at the 
October board meeting and then pub¬ 
lish their selection in the service area 
newspapers, allowing ten days for the 
membership to submit to the president 
any objections to the chosen auditor. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that 
quarterly, year-to-date financial state- 

Roy Dorff 
retires as 
dispatcher 

Roy Dorff of Tiskilwa, who has 
provided IVEC with answering service/ 
dispatching since August 1980, will 
retire from service to the cooperative 
on November 25. 

“Roy has done an outstanding job 
as part of the communications team of 
IVEC,” T. L. Christensen, IVEC 
manager, said. “His understanding of 
the concern of members calling in 
during outages and his professional 
manner in which he provided neces¬ 
sary communications assistance to 
field crews restoring power will be 
sorely missed. We wish Roy and his 
family the best of luck and a prosper¬ 
ous future,” Christensen added. 

ments based on the figures prepared 
for the REA Form 7 be published in 
the Illinois Rural Electric News. Also 
published will be the total director 
per diem and out-of-pocket direct 
expenses paid each quarter along with 
a quarterly report of total cooperative 
payroll and total out-of-pocket direct 
expenses reimbursed to employees. In 
preparing these figures for publication, 
the cooperative must ensure that 
publication in no way violates Admini¬ 
strative Policies 23 or 41 or in any 
other way violates employees’ rights 
to privacy. 

Earl Bates, President 
Joe Danielson, Secretary 

Roy Dorff 
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Operational policies: one in a series 
Policy No. 10 — Wiring Standards 

ADOPTED FEBRUARY 27, 1985 
1. COOPERATIVE’S REQUIREMENTS 

A. Wiring Specifications 
The cooperative requires compliance with specifi¬ 
cations set forth in the Illinois Wiring Specifications 
Handbook and/or National Electrical Code Handbook 
when a member-consumer or other responsible party 
wires or rewires buildings, premises, etc. 

B. Inspections 
Normally the cooperative inspects only the service 
entrance and meter location, but the cooperative 
reserves the privilege, for the protection of its facili¬ 
ties and safeguarding its service to others, to inspect 
the applicant’s installation at any time and to refuse 
service whenever such installation, in its opinion, fails 
to meet minimum safety and operating standards. No 

inspection by the cooperative, nor failure to object to 
the applicant’s installation, shall render the coopera¬ 
tive liable for injury or damage resulting from any 
defective installation. 
When a government agency requires permits for or an 
inspection of new installations, the cooperative will 

not make service connections until such permit is 
obtained and the installation passes the required 
inspection. 

2. MEMBER-CONSUMER’S RESPONSIBILITY 
A. Liability of Member-Consumer 

The cooperative may without notice disconnect the 
service of a member-consumer where wiring condi¬ 
tions on the member-consumer’s premises are deemed 
by the cooperative to be hazardous. 

Albert Hagenbuch, President Willis Heaton, Secretary 

Quarterly operating 
statement 

January 1 — September 30 

Account Description 

Operating Revenue and Patronage Capital . . 

Cost of Purchased Power  
Distribution Expense - Operation  
Distribution Expense - Maintenance  
Consumer Accounts Expense  
Customer Service ad Informational Expense. 

Administrative & General Expense  

Operation & Maintenance Expense  
Depreciation & Amortization Expense. . . 

Tax Expense - Property  
Tax Expense - Other  
Interest on Long-Term Debt  
Cost of Electric Service  
Patronage Capital & Operating Margins. . . 
Nonoperating Margins — Interest  
Nonoperating Margins - Other  
Extraordinary Items  
Patronage Capital or Margins  

Statistics and Revenue Data 

Number Connected Consumers  

Average KWH Used  
Average Bill  

No. KWH Purchased  
No. KWH Sold & Used by Co-op  
Line Loss Percent  

Cost Per KWH Purchased  

Cost Per KWH Delivered  
Member Cost Per KWH  
Miles Energized  
Revenue Per Mile  
Total Expense Per Mile  
Total Cooperative Payroll  
Total Out-of-Pocket Direct Expenses 

Reimbursed to Employees  

Total Direct Per Diem Days  
Total Director Per Diem Amount  
Total Out-of-Pocket Direct Expenses 

Reimbursed to Directors  

1984 1985 
$4,916,963 $5,133,054 

2,099,160 2,381,112 
123,247 224,526 
312,730 291,376 
140,012 106,859 

7,598 27,866 
293,790 393,140 

2,976,537 3,424,879 
503,902 548,334 

21,601 23,823 
53,018 70,645 

1,011,754 1,076,006 
4,566,812 5,143,687 

350,151 (10,633) 
77,472 119,957 

5,805 (873) 
-0- 1,767 

433,428 110,218 

51 36 
7,150 7,130 

$911.55 $950.04 
44,322,955 43,882,332 
38,638,010 38,520,709 

12.8% 12.0% 
4.74<t 5.43* 

11.84* 13.35* 
12.75* 13.32* 

1,686 1,659 
$2,916.35 $3,094.07 
$2,708.67 $3,100.47 

$762,422.18 $785,714.58 

$5,307.27 $6,841.70 
231 288 

$11,550.00 $14,400.00 

$9,795.78 $12,003.39 

Testing 
of meters 
continues 

Testing of single-phase electric 
meters in the Illinois Valley Electric 
Cooperative service area continues by 
an independent contractor, Electric 
Lab and Sales Corp. of Mattoon. 

Technicians with the company that 
specializes in testing of electric meters 
are inspecting meters for lightning 
damage and other types of problems 
with the operation of the measuring 
devices. 

Meters are also being cleaned, oiled 
and recalibrated. Units found to be 
unrepairable will be replaced. 

Electric Lab personnel doing the 
testing for IVEC carry letters of 

identification. The testing is expected 

to be completed sometime around the 
end of the year. 
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Membership 
Records 

Reminders: 

(a) Death of a member — 
1. The membership certificate held 

by a deceased member will terminate. 
The certificate should be surrendered 
to the cooperative. 

2. The cooperative must be noti¬ 
fied by the family or estate for record 
purposes. 

3. Termination of the membership 
certificate does not release the mem¬ 
ber from any debts due the coopera¬ 
tive. 

4. The surviving spouse may apply 
for a membership certificate under his/ 

her name. 
5. If membership is joint, the sur¬ 

viving spouse may apply for an indivi¬ 
dual membership for electric service. 
(b) Additional service connections — 
1. Additional connections for elec¬ 

tric service will receive a membership 
certificate. There are no voting rights 
to this membership service connection. 
Only the original membership certifi¬ 
cate, the first received for electric ser¬ 
vice, is a voting membership — only 
one vote per member. 
(c) Divorce notification — 

When either an active or inactive 

membership is held jointly by a hus¬ 
band and wife, divorce, annulment or 
legal separation shall act to terminate 
such membership. Written notification 
by either party, publication, or other 
legal notification shall be deemed 
sufficient authority for the board of 
the cooperative to terminate such 
membership upon the records of the 
cooperative provided, however, that 
either party may transfer to the other 
prior to termination. Such termination 
or transfer shall not release either 
party from any membership debts or 
liabilities to the cooperative which 
may have been incurred prior to such 
termination or transfer. 

Please contact the billing depart¬ 
ment, Princeton headquarters office, 
1-815-875-4488, if there are any 
questions relating to this information. 

Board meeting notes 
MEETING OF 

SEPTEMBER 25,1985 

President Bates called the meeting 
to order at 10:45 a.m. with all mem¬ 
bers present. Manager Christensen, 
Attorney Claudon, REA Field Rep¬ 
resentative Brandon Jackson and 
Gordon Olsen of the AIEC were also 
present. The following members of the 
cooperative were present: R.O. Jewell, 
Elmer Koster, and John Eichholz. 

Routine orders of business were 
reviewed and accepted after due con¬ 
sideration. 

Several directors reported on vari¬ 
ous meetings and related cooperative 
activities they had attended during the 
past month. 

Written staff personnel reports to 
the board concerning the activities in 
their respective departments during 
the past month were reviewed. Each 
staff member was introduced to the 
new board members and answered 
questions from the board. 

The following items were discussed 
and/or moved on: 

1. Robert Sondgeroth was appoint¬ 
ed alternate representative to the 
AIEC board of directors. 

2. Certification requirements for 
directors were reviewed, and NRECA 
training courses were discussed. The 
board adopted a resolution allowing 
board members to attend training ses¬ 

sions offered through the AIEC and 

NRECA at their own discretion. 
3. Member R. O. Jewell requested 

to address the board. He asked some 
questions of the board concerning 
mailings made prior to the annual 
meeting and who had paid for the 
mailings. Mr. Jewell was informed by 
the board that the individuals making 
the mailings had paid for the mailings. 
Mr. Jewell then questioned the board 
concerning what would be done about 
the resolutions made at the annual 
meeting. He was informed that the 
board would be reviewing those resolu¬ 
tions later in the meeting. 

4. A decision on a request by mem¬ 
ber Myron Vigesaa for copies of the 
minutes of the August board meeting, 
the annual meeting, and all minutes 
thereafter was tabled. 

5. In response to an advisory reso¬ 
lution passed at the annual meeting, 
the board passed a resolution that the 
annual meeting be held on a Saturday 
and turned the responsibility for 
planning the annual meeting over to 
the communications committee of the 

Prize winner!! 
Tom Walloch 
0001122505 

If this is your name, please 
notify Illinois Valley Electric 
Cooperative, 815-875-4488, and 
we will present you with a fine 
gift. 

board for a recommendation. 
6. In response to an advisory reso¬ 

lution passed at the annual meeting, 
the board passed a resolution that a 
list of the voting members of the coop¬ 
erative be given to REAC in the form 
of self-adhesive pressure sensitive 
labels in zip code order which are to 
be used for one mailing by REAC. 

The board also approved develop¬ 
ing a policy to provide for the use of 
this type of procedure by any member 
who wants to communicate with the 
members of the cooperative. 

7. In response to an advisory reso¬ 
lution passed at the annual meeting, 
the board passed a resolution to solicit 
bids from several companies who cur¬ 
rently do other REA borrower audits 
plus from all companies in the coop¬ 
erative’s service area, via area news¬ 
papers, as long as they have experience 
in auditing utilities having REA bor¬ 
rowed funds and are approved by 
REA. The board will tentatively select 
an auditor based on low bid and quali¬ 
fications at the October board meeting 
and then publish their selection in the 
service area newspaper, allowing ten 
days for the membership to submit to 
the president any objections to the 
chosen auditor. This resolution also 
provides for the publication in the 
Illinois Rural Electric News magazine 
of quarterly, year-to-date financial 
statements of the cooperative. 

8. In response to an advisory reso- 
(Continued on page 12d) 
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District 9 
Vincent Fredrickson 

Vice President 
Victoria 

District } 
Marion Ricker 
Asst. Treasurer 

Sheffield 

District 8 
John Scon 
Neponset 

District 7 
Joe Danielson 

Secretary 
Princeton 

District 6 
Dorothy Wilson 

Hennepin 

District 4 
Robert Sondgeroth 

Mendota 

District 5 
Mary Carpenter 
Asst. Secretary 

Sheridan 

YOUR AREA DIRECTORS 

MElMember Setftces 
With winter’s cold near, now is the 

time to put excuses aside and take 

steps to button up your home. Fall’s 

cool weather is ideal for caulking, insu¬ 

lating or fixing those broken storm 

windows. Best of all, weatherizing 

your home has a quick energy pay- 

(Continued from page 12c) 
lution passed by the membership at 

the annual meeting, the board passed 

a resolution to contact by mail pub¬ 

lic utilities in the state of Illinois 

and surrounding states questioning 

whether they are interested in purchas¬ 

ing IVEC. A special board committee 

was also appointed to work with the 

manager and the attorney on any 

responses received from the public 

utilities. The committee members are 

Earl Bates, Robert Sondgeroth, John 

Scott, and Marion Rieker. 

9. Additional information on the 

member attitude survey offered 

through the AIEC in conjunction with 

Sangamon State University was dis¬ 

cussed. The board approved participa¬ 

tion in this survey. 

10. The board approved renewing a 

policy for management liability insur¬ 

ance. 

11. New joint membership applica¬ 

tions were approved by the board. 

Several other items were discussed 

with no official action taken. 

The next board meeting was sched¬ 

uled for October 23, 1985, at 10:30 

a.m. 

The November board meeting is 

scheduled for November 26, 1985. 

back; for a small investment, you get a 

big energy return. 

A recent survey taken in a neigh¬ 

boring state indicated that only about 

3 3 percent of the homes have ade¬ 

quate attic insulation, only 8 percent 

of the water heaters are wrapped in 

extra insulation only 8 percent of the 

homes have had a home energy survey, 

and nearly 40 percent of the homes 

needed more caulking and weather 

stripping. 

There is still a big need for home 

weatherization even though electric 

cooperatives have been promoting 

home energy surveys since the 1970s. 

If not knowing how to weatherize is 

the reason you are putting off the 

project, call IVEC. Someone will come 

out and perform a home energy sur¬ 

vey, make recommendations and point 

out what you need to do. In many 

cases, though, all you need to do is 

take a quick walk around your home 

and you’ll see many things you can do 

to cut heat loss. 

Paying for weatherization projects 

need not be an obstacle, either. Moder¬ 

ate and low income persons can get 

help. Call IVEC for this information. 

Take a look at the ideas outlined 

here. This is not a complete list of 

projects; your co-op will point out 

many more. These ideas are good 

starters because they are inexpensive. 

Take these steps and you’ll keep more 

heat in your home this winter rather 

than letting it drift outside to melt the 

snowbanks. 

GARAGE DOOR 
WEATHER 

STRIPPING 
Cold air in tha garage finds its way 
inis the house Pvt weather stripping 
on lops, sites and botlem. 

^ ill! J_ J 

WINDOW 
WEATHER 
STRIPPING 
V'lormttiM btcomti spring loadtd 
sinter door or srintew bottom whon ck 
Results in snug Id. 

HOT WATER 

TANK INSULATION 

Cuts tank test lots. 
EspetisHr importtat tor water 
testers in unfcsated areas 

SHOWER MISER 

Rsducss hot water Mow up la 
7S percent, while still providing 
a loreelui stimulating shower. 
Many models available. 

COWTWOL 
VALVE 
LIVER 

SET-BACK 

THERMOSTAT 
Sets the temperature bach lo pre-selected 
levels al night when you 
need heat Ite least. 
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IVEC 
Comments 

by Tim (Kris) 
Christensen 

General Manager 

Across the 
manager's desk 

f Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative 

Office Hours 7:45 A.M. - 4:30 P.M. Route 6 & 34 West 
Monday through Friday Princeton, Illinois 61356 

In case of emergency, call collect (815)875-4488 any time, day or 

night. Someone is always on duty at this number — 24-hour service. 

Serving the rural areas of Bureau, Henry, Kendall, Marshall, 
Knox, LaSalle, Putnam and Stark counties. 

Secure power source for your future 
Soyland/WIPCO Participation in CIPS Capacity 

Generating Total Net Soyland/WIPCO 
Unit Capacity (MW) % MW 

Coffeen 1 325 9.4% 30.6 

Coffeen 2 550 9.4% 51.7 

Grand Tower 3 75 9.4% 7.0 

Grand Tower 4 92 9.4% 8.6 

Hutsonville 3 78 9.4% 7.3 

Hutsonville 4 78 9.4% 7.3 

Hutsonvile Diesel 3 9.4% 0.3 

Meredosia 1 65 9.4% 6.1 

Meredosia 2 65 9.4% 6.1 

Meredosia 3 180 9.4% 16.9 

Newton 1 549 9.4% 51.6 

Newton 2 560 9.4% 52.6 

2800 9.4% 263 

You could be a prize winner! 
If your name appears in this 
center section, mixed in with 
copy, contact Illinois Valley 
Cooperative to receive a nice 
prize. Phone 815-875*4488. 

The cost of electricity has always 
been a major concern of Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative directors and 
management. Keeping costs as low as 
possible for the member-owners is a 
continuing objective. 

Maintaining reasonable costs, 
though, is but one-half of the foremost 
responsibility of your cooperative 
board and management. Another 
equally important concern is providing 
an adequate supply of electricity. 

Since Illinois Valley Electric Coop¬ 
erative was organized 46 years ago, 
these goals have guided the coopera¬ 
tive. Early electric cooperative mem¬ 
bers knew they probably could not 
have electricity for the same price as 
their city cousins. But they thought 
they could have reliable, central- 
station electric service for a reasonable 
price, a price that would be less than 
that likely to be charged by the power 
companies. And they knew the coop¬ 
erative would put poles and lines into 
sparsely populated rural areas. 

Many investor-owned power com¬ 
panies had wanted thousands of dol¬ 
lars to connect rural residences and 
farms to their lines and then asked 
those rural consumers to pay 10 to 12 
cents per kilowatt-hour, and as much 

as 25 to 40 cents per kwh in some 
instances. With wheat bringing 80 
cents a bushel and gross farm income 
averaging $1,800 a year, you can 
understand the tremendous challenge 
facing those people in the 1930s. Even 
the rural electric cooperative electri¬ 
city was terribly expensive for the 
time, sometimes 7 to 10 cents per 

kilowatt-hour, but few who knew 
what life was without it complained. 
In fact, they wanted to find out how 
they could electrify their farms and 
homes further, to remove some of the 
drudgery from rural living and improve 
productivity. 

Reliability 
Putting electricity to work in the 

agricultural community called for reli¬ 
able bulk power supply. For years, 
cooperatives utilized favorable generat¬ 
ing plant conditions among investor- 

owned utilities to obtain long-term 
power supply contracts that greatly 
benefited their member-consumers. 
But the early 1970s brought the oil 
embargo and upheaval in the energy 
world. Suppliers of wholesale power 
said they would no longer make long¬ 
term agreements with the cooperatives 
and suggested the day was not far off 
when they would probably not be able 
to provide any power supply to coop¬ 
eratives. 

Against this background, the coop¬ 
eratives, including IVEC, launched 
their efforts to become self-sufficient, 
controlling their own source of whole¬ 
sale power. Soyland Power Coopera¬ 
tive, an organization begun in 1963 
with six member-cooperatives, grew to 
15 as electric cooperatives sought to 
provide electric power that would not 
be available from past sources. 

In early 1972 Illinois Power Com- 
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Soyland/WIPCO Participation 
in Illinois Power Capacity 

Generating Total Net Soyland/WIPCO 
Unit Capacity (MW) % MW 

Baldwin 1 587 10.7% 62.8 

Baldwin 2 587 10.7% 62.8 
Baldwin 3 587 10.7% 62.8 

Wood River 1 49 10.7% 5.2 

Wood River 2 49 10.7% 5.2 

Wood River 3 49 10.7% 5.2 

Wood River 4 101 10.7% 10.8 

Wood River 5 390 10.7% 41.7 

Havana 1-5 258 10.7% 27.6 
Havana 6 426 10.7% 45.6 

Hennepin 1 74 10.7% 7.9 

Hennepin 2 224 10.7% 24.0 

Vermilion 1 74 10.7% 7.9 

Vermilion 2 107 10.7% 11.5 

Vermilion CT 12 10.7% 1.3 

Jacksonville JT 13 10.7% 1.4 
Stallings CT 91 10.7% 9.7 

Oglesby CT 60 10.7% 6.4 

Bloomington Diesel 2 10.7% 0.2 

3740 10.7% 400 

pany announced that the planned gen¬ 
erating station near Clinton in DeWitt 
County would be fired by nuclear fuel. 
An Atomic Energy Commission rule 
specified that, before an investor- 
owned utility could obtain a license to 

build a nuclear-fueled plant, share of 
ownership would have to be offered to 
all other utilities that had an interest 
in joint ownership of the plant. 

As the cooperatives in Soyland 
explored options for purchasing or 
building generation, they determined 
that purchase of a portion of Illinois 
Power’s nuclear Clinton Power Station 
was the best alternative. At the time, 
costs of building and operating a 
nuclear power plant were lower than 
those of a coal-fired plant. Building 
costs were known to be greater for 
nuclear, but the life-of-the-plant oper¬ 
ating costs were far less than for coal. 

Little did anyone know, in the 
years following 1975, that inflation 
would be as high as 14 percent a year 
and interest rates would be soaring to 
more than 20 percent. 

No one anticipated the accident at 
Three Mile Island and its aftermath, 
which added fuel to a growing trend 
for more and more design changes. 
Design changes required by the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission are 
reflected in the increased cost of 
materials, the cost of installation, the 
cost of money borrowed during the 
resulting schedule of delays and the 
cost of engineering the many changes. 

All of these factors have signifi¬ 
cantly increased the estimated cost 
associated with our ownership of the 
Clinton Power Station. 

The Clinton station is nearing com¬ 
pletion. Scheduled fuel loading is late 
winter 1986, with on-line operation 
set for fall 1986. 

Power mix 
But Clinton is not the only source 

of power for Soyland and IVEC. Soy¬ 
land needed a source for the remainder 
of its members’ power needs. 

Soyland has contracted with Illinois 
Power Company for 400 megawatts of 
that company’s coal-fired generating 
capacity and with Central Illinois 
Public Service Company for 263 mega¬ 
watts of that firm’s capacity and will 
be able to operate that capacity as if 

we owned it. These are joint agree¬ 

ments between Soyland Power Coop¬ 
erative and Western Illinois Power 
Cooperative and include an operating 
agreement to cover use of this capa¬ 
city. 

This arrangement will assure a 
diversified source of power for Soy- 
land’s 15 member-systems and will 
provide greater rate stability in the 
years ahead than we have seen over the 
past 10 years. Soyland will have the 
flexibility through the transmission 
grid to purchase and sell power to 
other generating companies so that the 
power we buy on a wholesale basis 
from Soyland will be the least expen¬ 
sive available to IVEC at any given 
moment, day or night, 365 days a 
year. 

Although there will be a series of 

Your Cooperative’s Member Advi¬ 
sory Committee discussed several 

items at its November 20 meeting. 
Among the topics were: ways to 
improve member participation in 
annual meetings; speed up and 
improve voting procedure; communi¬ 
cations with members, and general 
cooperative philosophy. Finishing the 
evening was a discussion of the diffi¬ 
cult position the Cooperative is in 
when considering an adequate facility 
to hold its annual meeting (commun¬ 
ity activities interfering, number of 

rate increases in the next few years, 
Soyland’s emergence as a complete 
generation and transmission coopera¬ 
tive gives hope for stabilized electric 
rates in the future. 

After the “phase-in” cost schedul¬ 
ing we have discussed in recent 
months, the rates should be stabilized 
because we have gained control of our 
power supply and will have costs 
“locked in” for many years. 

Earlier in this report it was noted 
that the companies that were our 
wholesale suppliers told us in the 
1970s that future supplies were ques¬ 
tionable and that the cooperatives 
should look elsewhere for wholesale 
power. At the same time, the whole¬ 
sale power rates were beginning to 

(Continued on page Wd) 

members participating, and date, time, 
and location). 

The next meeting is January 8 to 
review the 1986 IVEC budget. 

The purpose of the MAC is to allow 
representatives of the membership to 
present specific recommendations to 
the board of directors and manage¬ 
ment concerning operation of the 
Cooperative. The directors and man¬ 
agement feel this committee is a vital 
link in the communications chain 
between the members of the board of 
directors. 

MAC topics are varied 
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Operational policies: one in a series 
Policy No. 11 — Meter Reading 

ADOPTED MARCH 28, 1984 
1. PURPOSE 

The cooperative, in an effort to maintain accurate 
accounts receivable, maintain an efficient cash flow, 
monitor delinquent accounts, and eliminate estimated 
billings, will read or cause to have read each meter 
monthly except in the case of seasonal or low use type 
loads which will be read annually. 

2. MEMBER S RESPONSIBILITY 
A. Cooperative Reads Meters — Monthly 
1. Each member-consumer must allow the coopera¬ 

tive accesS\to each meter location monthly. 
B. Member Reads Meters — Monthly 

1. Member-consumer must read meter each month on 
the date designated by cooperative and mail to the 
business office in order to produce the billing on a 
regular and accurate basis. 

2. In case member-consumer fails to send his meter 
reading by the date designated by the cooperative, 
the bill will be estimated the first month. If the 
cooperative does not receive a meter reading for 
two consecutive months, the cooperative will 
obtain the meter reading and the account will be 
assessed a service charge of $45.00. 

3. Meter readings by the member-consumer shall not 
be considered final. The meters may be check-read 
at the discretion of the cooperative at its own 
expense. 

4. The member-consumer may have its own electri¬ 
cian relocate a meter location, at his own expense, 
allowing easy access monthly. When completed 
and the cooperative is notified, it will then be read 
each month by the cooperative’s meter reader. 

C. Cooperative Reads Meters — Annually 
1. Each member-consumer must allow the coopera¬ 

tive access to each meter location annually or as 
the cooperative deems necessary. 

3. COOPERATIVE’S RESPONSIBILITY 
A. Cooperative Reads Meters — Monthly 

1. During approximately the last week of each month 
a cooperative meter reader will read each meter. 

2. During approximately the first week of each 
month following the date of meter reading a 
billing will be sent to each member-consumer. 

3. Failure to receive a statement from the coopera¬ 
tive does not relieve the member-consumer of their 

responsibility to pay their bill. 
4. The cooperative will be responsible for designating 

and approving the location of the meter to insure 
accessibility and proper reading by the coopera¬ 

tive. 
B. Member Reads Meter — Monthly 

1. Cooperative will designate the date each month 
the meter is to be read and reading is to be mailed 
by member-consumer usually during the last week 
each month. Also, the cooperative will supply 
cards for such readings. 

2. During approximately the first week of each 
month following the date of meter reading a 
billing will be sent to each member-consumer. 

3. Failure to receive a statement from the coopera¬ 
tive does not relieve the member-consumer of their 
responsibility to pay their bill. 

4. The cooperative will be responsible for designating 
and approving the location of the meter to insure 
accessibility and proper readings by the coopera¬ 
tive. 

C. Cooperative Reads Meters — Annually 
1. Each year on or about April 1st the cooperative 

will read each meter to obtain an actual reading 
for previous year’s actual consumption. 

2. The cooperative will use this annual reading to 
determine the previous year’s consumption. Any 
usage in excess of the previous year’s estimate will 
be billed along with 1/12 of the previous year’s 
usage. If the annual usage was estimated at more 
than the actual consumption, a credit will be 
issued on the account. The cooperative will, each 
month thereafter, mail a statement for 1/12 of the 
previous year’s actual usage. Member-consumers 
terminating their service during the year will have 
their meter read by the cooperative, and a state¬ 
ment will be mailed for usage through this reading. 

3. Failure to receive a statement from the coopera¬ 
tive does not relieve the member-consumer of their 
responsibility to pay their bill. 

4. The cooperative will be responsible for designating 
and approving the location of the meter to insure 
accessibility and proper readings by the coopera¬ 
tive. 

Albert Hagenbuch, president Willis Heaton, secretary 

Board meeting notes 
BOARD MEETING 

OF OCTOBER 23,1985 
President Bates called the meeting 

to order at 10:30 ajn. Dorothy Wilson 
and Robert Sondgeroth were absent. 
Manager Christensen and attorney 
Claudon were also present. The follow¬ 

ing members of the cooperative were 
present: Elmer Koster and John Eich- 
holz. 

Routine orders of business were 
reviewed and accepted after due con¬ 
sideration. 

Several directors reported on vari¬ 
ous meetings and related cooperative 
activities they had attended during the 

past month. lUOTUJA PIBU0H 
Written staff personnel reports to 

the board concerning the activities 

in their respective departments during 
the past month were reviewed. 

The following items were discussed 
and/or moved on: 

1. The board adopted Administra¬ 
tive Policy No. 57, Membership Use of 
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the Cooperative’s Mailing List. 
2. The board approved minor 

changes to Administrative Policy No. 
21, Membership Board Meeting Partici¬ 
pation, and Administrative Policy No. 
23, Inspection of Cooperative Books 
and Records. 

3. The board reviewed a request by 
member Myron Vigesaa for copies of 
the minutes of the August board meet¬ 
ing, the annual meeting, and all min¬ 
utes thereafter. Because this request 
does not comply with Administrative 
Policy No. 23, Inspection of Cooper¬ 
ative Books and Records, the request 
was not approved by the board of 
directors. 

4. Member Elmer Koster asked 
some questions of the board for the 
REAC group. Mr. Koster asked: 1) 
When the transmsission line and sub¬ 
stations were transferred to Soy land? 
2) Whether the board would amend 
the bylaws to allow the members a 
say before getting rid of some or all of 
the assets or borrowing additional 
money or raising rates? 3) When a 
member meeting had been held con¬ 
cerning the transfer of the substations? 
4) What Illinois Valley Electric Coop¬ 
erative received in return for the trans¬ 
fer of the substations and transmission 
line? After a discussion by the board, 
manager and cooperative attorney, 
they advised Mr. Koster that the coop¬ 
erative bylaws answered most if not all 
of these questions, that the transfer 
was approved in May of 1985 and that 
IVEC received substantially lower 
revenue requirements as a result of the 
transfer. 
5) The firm of Bowlby, Anfinson, 
Crandall & Haedt, Ltd., of Austin, 
Minnesota, was tentatively selected 
to provide audit services for the coop¬ 
erative based on lowest evaulated qual¬ 
ified bid. A notice is to be published in 
the service area newspapers notifying 
the members of the board’s decision 
and allowing ten days for members to 
respond to the president with any 
objections to the selection. 

6. The approved line of credit with 
CFC, Illinois Valley Electric’s supple¬ 
mental lender, was discussed. 

7. The activities of the Long Range 
Planning Committee were reviewed 
by the board. It was reported that 
the committee had broken into three 
subcommittees — operations, finance 

Membership 
Records/ Billing 

Billing Statement 
All members should review their 

monthly energy bill before mailing the 
payment to the Illinois Valley Electric 
Cooperative office. 

When payment is made on time, 
on or before the 20th, the Net Bill 
amount is owed. The Gross Bill 
amount which includes a 5 percent 
penalty is only due when payment is 
made late after the 20th day of the 
month. 

The postmark on your payment 
envelope should not be dated after the 
20th day to be eligible for the Net Bill 
amount. 

Members are reminded to keep the 
“left side” stub of the billing state¬ 
ment for their records. This has the 
location number as well as a record of 
energy use and cost. 

Membership Certificate 
If a member moves away from a 

location being served by IVEC, the 
membership certificate should be sur¬ 
rendered to the IVEC billing depart¬ 
ment. 

The certificate should be signed on 
the reverse side with the new corrected 
address for final billing procedure. 
Your cooperation would be appre¬ 
ciated. 
Correction 

In last month’s IREN publication, 
under this column, we stated that an 
additional membership certificate 
would be issued for additional service 
connections. Only the connection fee 
would apply; there would not be a 
certificate issued for this type of con¬ 
nection. Each “hook-up” would 
require a paid receipt to the member. 

and sale. The objectives of each sub¬ 
committee were discussed. Manager 
reported the committees were holding 
several meetings and were actively 
pursuing their objectives. 

Several other items were discussed 
with no official action taken. 

The next board meeting was sched¬ 
uled for November 26, 1985, at 10:30 
a.m. The December board meeting was 
scheduled for December 23, 1985, at 
10:30 a.m. 

Power source 
(Continued from page 10b) 

increase sharply. In fact, wholesale 
rates doubled in those years, mainly 
because the cooperatives were captive 
wholesale customers. 

Now, because Soyland and its 15 
member-cooperatives will have control 
over generation and the ability to 
make economic transactions through 
the grid, we can look forward to rate 
stability after the next four years. 
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