
Corn Belt Electric News LOCAL 662-5330 

LONG DISTANCE 1-800-322-6541 

CORN BELT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC., BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 

Regulations affect your bill 
A couple of months ago, a story appeared in the “Illinois 

Rural Electric News” in this center section on the Illinois 
Toxic Substances Disclosure Act (Illinois Public Act 83- 
240) which your cooperative is complying with. This new 
state law, in summary, requires that manufacturers, sup¬ 
pliers and importers supply a Material Safety Data Sheet for 
any toxic chemical that appears on a state list. It further 
requires the cooperative to label each container, provide 
employee training and fire department planning in case of a 
fire. Somewhere in your monthly rate, you, the member, 
will be paying for this law. 

Federal laws also impact various businesses. This month 
the Social Security tax to employers increased from 7.0 to 
7.05 percent and the base rose from $37,800 to $39,600, 
thereby increasing a cost to you, the member. 

Another federal law that has heavily impacted your 
cooperative is compliance with U.S. Environmental Pro¬ 
tection Agency Rule published in the Federal Register 
(44FR31514) on May 31, 1979 for Polychlorinated 
Biphenyls (PCB’s) Manufacturing, Processing, Distribution 
in Commerce, and Use Prohibitions. 

WHAT ARE PCB’s? 
The term PCB’s is short for polychlorinated biphenyls. 

PCB’s belong to a broad family of organic chemicals known 
as chlorinated hydrocarbons. PCB’s are produced by attach¬ 
ing one or more chlorine atoms to a biphenyl molecule. Vir¬ 
tually all PCB’s in existence today have been synthetically 
manufactured. 

PCB’s are mixed into transformer oil. What made them 
commercially attractive is the high degree of chemical 
stability, low solubility in water, low vapor pressure, low 
flammability, high heat capacity, low electrical conduct- 
tivity, and a favorable dielectric constant. 

Your cooperative never had any knowledge of PCB’s 
when it ordered and filled equipment with oil. It’s goal was 
to purchase good operating equipment that would be 
reliable at a reasonable cost. 

Along came the new federal regulation that required the 
following items to be performed. 

I. Take oil samples of all substation transformers and 
regulators and any other transformers which could pose a 
risk to feed and food establishment. 

Cost for samples and analysis — 
excluding labor   $10,000 

II. Check and replace capacitors that could contain 
PCB’s. 75 capacitors in use were found. 

Replacement cost $20,000 
III. Construct dike area of concrete to store 55-gallon 

drums that are ready to be shipped. 
Construction cost $3,000 

IV. Shipping cost of 55-gallon drums containing PCB’s 

(Continued on page 12b) 

Left: Transformer is out of service while workmen install 
hoses on transformer to begin filtering process to reduce 
PCB level to acceptable federal standard. Right: Inside of a 
second vehicle used in the retrofilling process. Three sub¬ 
station transformers were completed in two days. 

T & R Service of Coleman, S.D., uses an 8,000-gallon 
tanker for PCB retrofilling — 4,000 gallons new and 4,000 

gallons storage of PCB oil. They are a licensed hazardous 
waste hauler. 
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operation costs 
Occasionally you might wonder how much electricity an 

appliance uses, and how much it costs to operate. Perhaps 
you want to know this before buying an item. Or perhaps 
you would like to identify where your monthly electricity 
is going. 

Determining the operating cost of electrical appliances is 
really quite simple, if you understand some basic electrical 
terms and a few simple factors. 

First of all, the basic terms: 
A watt is a measurement of electricity. Appliances, light 

bulbs and most electrical equipment are usually labeled 
with the amount of watts they use. A kilowatt is 1,000 
watts (kilo is 1,000). A kilowatt-hour (kwh) is 1,000 watts 
used for one hour, for instance, a 100-watt bulb used 10 
hours equals one kwh. 

The factors that must be known are: (1) the wattage of 
the appliance; (2) the number of hours it operates-, and (3) 
your cost of electricity. 

The wattage of appliances or electric equipment varies 
greatly. Usually this figure can be found on the serial plate 

Regulations 
(Continued from page 12a) 

that are to be destroyed under the existing federal regula¬ 
tion. 

Shipping cost $6,000 
V. Retrofill three substation transformers and four small 

regulators of new oil and dispose of PCB oil in compliance 
with federal regulations. 

Retrofilling cost $32,000 

TOTAL $71,000 
In the last three years, over $71,000 has been spent to 

comply with the existing federal regulations. Many other 
labeling, mailing, filing and record keeping methods and 
practices were instituted and no cost has been placed on all 
these items. 

In June of 1984 the U.S. EPA from Region V conducted 
an on-site inspection of all aspects of compliance with the 
existing regulation. The cooperative was found to be in 
compliance with all current rules and regulations stated in 

the law. 
There will be future costs associated with this law and if 

the level of allowable PCB changes, more costs will be 
incurred. 

Whether it be PCB’s, FICA tax or any other law, we 
want to comply with the rules and regulations. Somewhere 
in your monthly rate, you, the members will be required to 
pay for this law. 

We are not taking a position that this law is necessary or 
not. Rather, providing you with another example of how 
various local, state and federal regulations — which we can¬ 
not control — affect your monthly electric bill. 

or wherever pertinent information is given. Sometimes the 
electrical requirements of a particular appliance may be 
expressed in volts and amperes, rather than watts. If so, 
multiply the number of volts times the number of amperes 
(120 volts x 4 amp. equals 480 watts). 

Once you know the number of watts, you multiply this 
by the number of hours the appliance is on and divide by 
1,000. Then you take the cost of a kilowatt-hour of electri¬ 
city from your monthly bill, and multiply this by the result 
of the above formula. 

For instance, say you have a television set that is rated at 
250 watts, and is used an average of four hours a day — 
about 120 hours (4 x 30) a month. Using the formula, 250 
watts times 120 hours is 30,000. Divide by 1,000 and you 
have 30 kilowatt-hours used in a month by this TV. Multi¬ 
ply this by your cost of electricity per kilowatt-hour by 
dividing the bill total by the number of kwh used, and you 
have the cost of operating the appliance for a month. 

Figuring out how much electricity a new appliance will 
use will enable you to make a wise buy. This can be partic¬ 
ularly helpful in determining if the convenience of special 
features is worth the extra cost. And by knowing how 
much appliances you already have cost to run, you can 
make decisions in their use that will control your monthly 
electric bill. 

Wanted — members 
for your MAC 

The Member Advisory Committee (MAC) is made up of 
interested Corn Belt members from throughout the service 
area. Are you willing to give the management and directors 
of the cooperative your ideas and opinions about how the 
cooperative can best serve the membership? Are you willing 
to help your cooperative better understand the needs of the 
members? Are you willing to attend four evening meetings 

per year to learn more about your cooperative’s operations? 
Those members who really are interested in the opera¬ 

tions of the cooperative will be considered as vacancies 
occur or terms expire. If you are interested in helping your 
cooperative and serving on the Member Advisory Commit¬ 
tee please complete the form below and mail it to: Jerry 
Durflinger, Manager, Member Services Department, Corn 
Belt Electric Cooperative, P.O. Box 816, Bloomington, 
61701 or call Jerry at 662-53 30 or 1-800-322-6541. 

I  
I Name 

Address 

City Phone 

I Account Number 

Why do you want to be a member of the Member Advi- j 
sory Committee? 1 
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Be prepared for 
power outage 

Electric service is one of the most dependable items you 
can buy. Rarely will you find anything else as reliable. But 
there are unusual times when the electricity goes off. 

A power outage can last only a few minutes resulting in 
some minor inconvenience. Or it can last for days and 
become a critical problem. 

Sometimes a power outage is caused by lightning striking 
the electric lines, trees falling across wires during a storm or 
cars ramming into utility poles. A more serious type of out¬ 
age occurs when severe thunderstorms and tornadoes snap 
poles and tangle electric lines. But probably the worst of all 
outages is caused by ice. Usually the most widespread and 
the most difficult to repair, an ice storm outage leaves your 
home and family vulnerable to freezing cold temperatures. 

Regardless of the type of outage experienced, consumers 
should be able to cope with the situation. Let’s review some 
helpful information which can help make an electric power 
outage more bearable. 

Always have on hand: flashlights with fresh batteries, 
matches, candles, and portable radio with fresh batteries. 

FIRST THINGS TO DO 
1. Check to see if your neighbors’ lights are off. 
2. Check fuses or breakers in your switchbox panel. 
3. If fuses or breakers are all right, call your electric coop¬ 
erative. Give your address, location number and tell how 
long the power has been off. This will help your electric 
cooperative’s emergency work crews determine the extent 
of the outage and aid in speeding repair service. If your 
electric cooperative’s telephone number is busy, hang up 
and try again in a minute. The phone is not off the hook. 
Chances are your neighbors are trying to call the coopera¬ 
tive’s office, too. Keep trying and your call will eventually 
be answered. The information you have is important to 
your cooperative’s repair crews. 
4. Turn off all electrical appliances that were on, especially 
air conditioners or electric heating systems. This will permit 
the power to be restored sooner, without being knocked 
out again by automatic limiting devices that protect your 
electric distribution system from damaging overloads. 
5. Turn on your portable radio and listen for public service 
messages from your electric cooperative. 

EXTENDED OUTAGE - WINTER 
1. Wrap up in your warmest clothes. Wear several layers of 
clothing rather than one or two bulky garments. Thermal 
underwear helps. 
2. Keep the refrigerator and freezer closed. If the outage 
lasts until food starts to thaw, put the food outside in a 
shaded place. Be sure the temperature is cold enough to 
permit this. Be sure food is protected from birds, dogs, etc. 
3. In extreme cold, fill all available containers with drink¬ 
ing water, then drain the pipes in your house to prevent 
their freezing and bursting. 
4. Maintain an adequate supply of fuel for cooking on your 
fireplace, grill or camp stove. 

5. Cook in the same manner as you would during a summer 
outage, but be mindful of dangerous fumes. 
6. Keep canned goods with a long shelf life on hand to eat 
during the emergency outage. Soup, chili and stew, for 
example, are simple to prepare and provide warmth as well 
as nourishment. 
7. In extreme cold temperatures, the entire family should 
group together in one room where all drafts have been 
sealed off. If a fireplace or wood burning heater is available 
in the home, make that room your headquarters for the 
duration of the outage. 
8. Layers of blankets or quilts provide adequate warmth at 
bedtime, but warm, down-filled sleeping bags are best. 
9. During periods of rest, the human body gives off 75 
watts of heat. Use this heat by grouping two or three 
persons together under blankets inside zipped-together 
sleeping bags. 

POWER BACK ON 
Once the electricity is on again, turn on the appliances 

that you had previously turned off if they are needed. 
Caution: If you have a heat pump and it’s winter, don’t 

reset the thermostat to the “on” position as soon as the 

power comes back on. Here’s why: 
The electric heat pump performs its job by circulating a 

refrigerant gas. When the power has been off for a while, 
the unit’s gas cools and changes to liquid. This liquid has a 
tendency to collect in the unit’s compressor. If the unit is 
forced into operation at this state, possible mechanical 
damage can result. To protect your heat pump and your 
pocketbook, follow this rule after a winter power outage. 

If the power has been off from two to 10 hours, wait 
one and one-half hours before turning your heat pump on. 
If the power has been off longer than 10 hours, refer to 
owner’s manual before restarting. This time is necessary for 
the crankcase heaters to change all the liquid refrigerant 
back into a gas again. If your unit has an emergency heat 
switch, you can use it to have warmth during the waiting 
period. But don’t forget to turn it off once the heat pump 
is operating normally again. 

Resume normal living, making a note to restock the sup¬ 
plies that you’ll need should another power outage occur. 

Underground lines 
Underground wires could follow the common phrase — 

“Out of sight — out of mind.” since we don’t see the wires, 
we forget the potential hazard that is attributed to buried 
cable. Construction crews at safety meetings have related 
incidents of contractors using tile probes to physically 
locate Corn Belt Electric’s underground cable. A tile probe 
can be the instrument of death. We remind all members 
that your Cooperative is not a member of J.U.L.I.E. When 
you need an underground cable located that belongs to the 
Co-op, please call at least 48 hours in advance to have 
primary or secondary cable located. Never use any type of 
instrument to try and locate the cable. Working safely 
together will provide lifetime benefits for all of us. 

C BLOOMINGTON. ILLIN 
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25th Annual 
Youth to Washington Essay-Speech Contest 

For high school students in sophomore of junior class — 1985 

SUBJECT: “RURAL ELECTRIFICATION AT 50 YEARS: 
ITS HISTORY AND ITS FUTURE” 

SPONSOR: CORN BELT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC. 
P.O. Box 816, BLOOMINGTON, IL 

Phone: (309) 662-53 30 or 1-800-322-6541 toll free 

PRIZES: TWO — One-week trips to Washington, D.C. — June 7-14, 1985 
A once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for two winners to receive an in-depth view of our government, including the White 

House, and personally meet with congressmen, senators, and other leaders, and usually meet with the President. 
All ten finalists will attend Illinois Youth Day at our State Capitol in Springfield, Wednesday, April 24, 1985. 

8 RUNNERS-UP - $26.00 Cash 
WHO MAY ENTER: Any high school student in sophomore or junior class (10th or 11th year) enrolled in a school district 
all or partly served by Corn Belt Electric Cooperative Inc. (members of families of this co-op board of directors, employees 
or previous trip winners, are not eligible.) You do not need to receive service from Corn Belt to enter. 
FORM OF ESSAY: Must be typed on 8V2 by 11-inch paper, double-spaced, one side only, and approximately 1,500 

words in length. Contestant’s name must not be'on the paper. Entry blank must accompany essay, giving name, parent’s 
consent, etc. Essays in excess of 1,500 words will be accepted but will be penalized for each additional 100 words. The 
words “a, and, the,” etc. will be counted as words. Hypenated words count as one word. Contestants must count words 
and enter total word count at end of essay. 
LAST DATE OF MAILING: Essay and entry blanks must be at the office of Corn Belt Electric Inc., P.O. Box 816, 
Bloomington, 111. 61701, not later than noon, March 20, 1985. 
JUDGING: Essay will be graded by a committee of judges on the following basis: 

Originality of Essay 20 Points Composition 20 Points 
Content and Accuracy of Fact 20 Points Oral Presentation 40 Points 

Grading will be done first without the oral presentation. The ten highest scorers will present a five-minute summary of 
their essay. 
DINNER AND CONTEST: Each of the ten high contestants, parents, and sponsors, will be invited to dinner on April 17th 
after which essays will be summarized by students and judged. “Sponsor” refers to the person who assisted the contestant 
in this project. j—— ——— — — — — — — — — — ————— j 
INFORMATION FOR CONTES- | ESSAY DEADLINE 
TANTS: Contestants may secure infor- I Essays and entry blanks must be received by noon, Wednesday, March 20, | 
mation anywhere available. The Co-op * 1985. Enter now! 
office will also send literature to every- j — — — ——— — — —  1 

one interested. All contestants are | Corn Belt Electric Cooperative Inc. 
invited to contact the Co-op office for | P.O. Box 816 
additional information at this time. I Bloomington, IL 61701 
TO ENTER THIS CONTEST: 
1. Just send a card to Corn Belt Elec- 1 Please send an entry blank and information concerning this summer’s j 
trie Cooperative Inc., P.O. Box 816, j “Youth to Washington” essay contest. 
Bloomington, 111. 61701, requesting j 
information material and an entry ' Name Date  1 
blank. Your Agriculture teacher, 
Home Economics teacher, English 1 Parents’ Name   j 
teacher, or Co-op members will be glad | 
to help you. • Address ■   — J 
2. Send your essay with the entry J 
blank to arrive not later than noon, | Tpl^pHonp Nr> Agp SPY: Male _ —Female j 
March 20, 1985. 

HH 
. . >■ 

CORN BELT ELECTRIC COOPERATI 
.  •’ . • ■ -   ... .. . ■.  

• INC.. BLOOMINGTON. ILLINOIS CORN BELT ELECTRIC    

ESSAY DEADLINE 

Essays and entry blanks must be received by noon, Wednesday, March 20, 
1985. Enter now! 

Corn Belt Electric Cooperative Inc. 
P.O. Box 816 
Bloomington, IL 61701 

Please send an entry blank and information concerning this summer’s 
“Youth to Washington” essay contest. 

Name Date. 

Parents’ Name 

Address 

Telephone No., 

High School 

Age Sex: Male .Female, 

Class Year 
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Electricity is MAC meeting topic 
Corn Belt Electric’s Member Advisory Committee met 

Thursday, Jan. 10, at 6:30 p.m. at Bob Knapp’s Brandtville 
Restaurant in Bloomington. 

The 93 committee members and their guests reviewed a 
film entitled, “Electricity — How It works.” The subject 
matter dealt with all types of generation possibilities of 
electricity, and its role in the past, present and future of 
our country. 

To further introduce and help each committee member 
get acquainted, the “first” Member Advisory Committee 
directory was presented to each member. This directory 
contains the following information: 
• schedule of meetings 
• Member Advisory Committee objectives 
• Member Advisory Committee members 
• a map of the cooperative’s service area and what direc¬ 

tors represent what geographical area. 
• map of Illinois, outlining the three generation and trans¬ 

mission cooperatives 
• highlights of Corn Belt Electric Cooperative 
• a brief description of the following support organiza¬ 

tions of your cooperative: National Rural Utilities Coop¬ 
erative Finance Corporation, Soyland Power Coopera¬ 
tive, Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives, and 
National Rural Electric Cooperative Association, and 

• a listing of cooperative employees. 
This directory will be updated periodically and will assist 

the committee to be able to communicate with each other. 
Cooperative employees Frank Borth and Mike Butler 

gave a slide presentation on the operations of an oil circuit 
recloser (OCR) and a transformer. They explained the how, 
why, when, etc. of these vital pieces of equipment. They 
also brought a display and operated an OCR for all to view. 
Through this educational and informational process, we 
intend to better communicate with all members as to the 

Part of the Member Advisory Committee and their guests 
who attended meeting to learn more about their coop¬ 
erative. 

On the left is Frank Borth, mechanic/OCR technician. Jerry 
DurfUnger, Manager of Member Services, is in the back 
center. Frank explained the value and function of the oil 
circuit recloser. On the right are displayed the transformer 
and OCR to be viewed. 

Left: Manager of Member Services Jerry Durf Unger (left), 
and guest Wayne Petersen discuss a co-op policy. Right: 
Manager Jeff Reeves addresses the Member Advisory Com¬ 
mittee and their guests on various topics that have impacted 
Corn Belt. 

Mike Butler, field engineer, explains how a transformer 
functions and why every member is served by one. 



various types of equipment, their functions and costs, that 
are necessary to provide reliable electric service. Approx¬ 
imately 300 OCR’s are serviced each year. Your Coopera¬ 
tive attempts to check every OCR at least once every two 
years. 

Manager of Member Services Jerry Durflinger answered 
questions pertaining to protecting the home and farm from 
low voltage. This is especially critical where three-phase is 
available and one circuit is not operating. Jerry explained 
some of the items available, the different costs and the 
availability of protection devices. 

Manager Jeff Reeves, answered questions about the dif¬ 

ference between single-phase and three-phase and why it 
exists as well as its value to all concerned. Three-phase lines 
are extremely expensive and new line construction can cost 
between $30,000-$45,000 per mile, depending on various 
factors. 

A question was raised on polychlorinated biphenyl 
(PCB) and the effect it has had on the Cooperative. The 
Cooperative has complied with all existing rules and regula¬ 
tions and has spent close to $100,000 to be in compliance. 
Any rules and regulations that local, state or federal govern¬ 
ing bodies enact that effect your Cooperative have a heavy 
impact on your bill. Somewhere in your bill is the 
$100,000 cost for PCB compliance. 

Manager Reeves discussed Soyland Power Cooperative, 
Western Illinois Power Cooperative and Illinois Power Com¬ 
pany and the relationship that exists between the three 
cooperatives. A vital agreement that was recently agreed 
upon was the $450 million cap that Soyland Power Coop¬ 
erative has reached with Illinois Power Company. It limits 
Soyland’s ownership costs to a maximum of $450 million. 
If costs exceed $450 million, Soyland’s ownership percen¬ 
tage in the Clinton Power Station will decrease. Manager 
Reeves indicated that rates will rise, but with recent agree¬ 
ments reached and other known factors, it will not be as 
great as once anticipated. Rates will rise until the Clinton 
Plant is on-line. Once this occurs, rates will stabilize. 

The meeting adjourned at approximately 9:30 p.m. with 
the next scheduled meeting for Tuesday, April 9. 

1985 Nominating Committee: seated from left to right, 
Don Rutherford, William Dehority, Paul Malone, Melvin 
Schuler and Ralph Steiger; and standing, left to right, 
Gregory Otto, Daniel ToohiH, Rae Payne, Duane Johnson, 
Jeffrey Power and Robert Hopkins. 

Four directors nominated 
for reelection to board 

On Jan. 9, the nominating committee met at 11 a.m. at 
the Cooperative headquarters to nominate candidates for 
four board positions to be filled by election at the 47th 
Annual Meeting of the Cooperative to be held Saturday, 
March 30. 

The terms of Myron Erdman, Chenoa, District 1; 
Thomas Johns, Delavan, District 2; Janice Reimer, Carlock, 
District 1, and Frank Thorp, Clinton, District 4, expire this 
year. 

The Committee nominated for reelection for three-year 
terms: Myron Erdman, Thomas Johns, Janice Reimer and 
Frank Thorp. 

The Committee consisted of the following members. Rae 
Payne, Route 1, Towanda; Melvin Schuler, Route 1, Lex¬ 
ington; Don Rutherford, Route 1, Towanda; Jeffrey Power, 
Route 2, Saybrook; Duane Johnson, Route 1, LeRoy; 
Robert E. Hopkins, Jr., Route 1, Minier; Gregory Otto, 
Route 1, Danvers; Daniel Toohill, Route 1, Wapella; Paul 
Malone, Maroa; William Dehority, Route 1, El Paso; and 
Ralph Steiger, Route 2, Delavan. 

Mark 
your 

calendar 

March 1985 
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47th Annual Meeting 
Your Cooperative’s 47th Annual Meeting will be held 

Saturday, March 30, at Bloomington Senior High School 
auditorium. This year’s meeting is planned to be as success¬ 

ful as last year’s. Registration for the meeting will be from 
8:30 a.m. to 10 a.m. Coffee and doughnuts will be served 
during registration. A meal is planned for all those regis¬ 
tered and who attend the meeting, and will be served in the 
cafeteria. Reservations are required. There is no cost for 
the meal. 

You will receive an annual meeting notice. If you don’t 
receive this notice, please contact the office immediately. 

Prizes and special drawings will again be featured. A 
special “Early Bird” drawing will be held for those register¬ 
ing between 8:30 a.m. and 10 a.m. 

Tentative meeting schedule is the same as last year; 
meeting to begin at 10 a.m. and should be ended at noon. 
The 50th anniversary of the Rural Electrification program 
will be commemorated in various forms. Meal is to be 
served immediately following the meeting. 
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COMPARISON OF RESIDENTIAL 
ELECTRIC BILLS AT 1000 KWH 

CO OPS VS. NEIGHBORING UTILITIES 

Co-op Rates Co-op Rates 
Lower Higher 

□ 

Continued rate disparity predicted 
The disparity between urban and rural electric rates con¬ 

tinued to widen in the year that ended Jan. 1, 1984, 
according to a study conducted by David J. Lessels, REA 
rate policy specialist in the agency’s electric borrowers 
management division. 

A memo prepared by Lessels for Joe S. Zoller, assistant 
administrator of REA, revealed that 72.3 percent of REA 
borrowers had higher residential rates for 1,000 kilowatt- 
hours than comparable nearby investor-owned utilities. The 
chart above, prepared by NRECA, shows trends in the rate 
disparity which an NRECA authority believes will continue 
for the foreseeable future. 

Richard Larochelle, economic and rate specialist for the 
association, said today that while there will be a slowdown 
in rate increase by REA borrowers (in fact, there already 
is), the gap between power company and co-op rates will 
continue because of the impact of wholesale power costs. 

He attributed the spread principally to co-op plant con¬ 
struction which began escalating about 10 years ago. The 
co-ops have less embedded capital (plants constructed in 
earlier years when costs were lower) than the power com¬ 
panies. The surge in co-op G&T construction was brought 
about in most cases by the inability or reluctance of other 
wholesale power suppliers to meet the anticipated needs of 
the co-ops under acceptable terms. What the industry did 

Children and appliances 
What is the best age for children to start using the 

toaster, the clothes dryer or the microwave? How much 
supervision do they need? 

Good questions, says Marian Hess of the Missouri Coop¬ 
erative Extension Service. 

“Delegating responsibility in the use and care of appli¬ 
ances is good training,” Hess says. So find your appliance 
instruction booklets and read them with your children. This 
not only teaches them how to use the appliances but also 
reinforces the need to read instructions. 

The American Home Appliance Manufacturers say the 
median age when children are able to begin using appli¬ 
ances is as follows: 

not forecast was a drop in power demand resulting from 
high costs and conservation programs that followed the 
Arab oil embargo. 

Basing construction on historic growth, power com¬ 
panies and co-ops alike ended up with more power than 
they could sell, but they still have the obligation to pay off 
the debt incurred in plant construction. The co-ops are 
relatively more pressed because much more of their capa¬ 
city was acquired at high cost. 

Despite 10 plant cancellations and four on hold, genera¬ 
tion and transmission co-ops have 18 more plants under 
construction which will be included in their rate bases when 
they are completed. 

The Lessels’ study shows that 664 REA borrowers had 
higher rates and 255 had lower rates at 1,000 kwh, which is 
close to the average monthly residential use of rural electric 
co-op members. 

The study noted that part of the increase in borrowers 
with higher rates was caused by a change in Indiana to 
more accurately reflect service areas of power companies. 
This resulted in 23 borrowers showing higher rates than 
would have been the case in prior years. Had the Indiana 
correction not been made, the nation survey would have 
shown that 69.7 percent of the borrowers had higher rates 
than neighboring utilities. 

Supervised Unsupervised 
Refrigerator 4 5 

Toaster 5 7 
Freezer 6 7 
Hair Dryer 7 10 
Blender 8 10 
Clothes Dryer 9 11 
Range 9 12 
Coffeemaker 10 12 
Food Waste Disposal 10 12 
Microwave Oven 10 12 
Clothes Washer 10 12 
Electric Frypan 10 13 
Trash Compactor 10 13 
Food Processor 12 14 
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26th Annual 
Youth to Washington Essay-Speech Contest 

For high school students in sophomore of junior class — 1985 

SUBJECT: “RURAL ELECTRIFICATION AT 50 YEARS: 
ITS HISTORY AND ITS FUTURE” 

SPONSOR: CORN BELT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC. 
P.O. Box 816, BLOOMINGTON, IL 

Phone: (309) 662-53 30 or 1-800-322-6541 toll free 

PRIZES: TWO — One-week trips to Washington, D.C. — June 7-14, 1985 
A once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for two winners to receive an in-depth view of our government, including the White 

House, and personally meet with congressmen, senators, and other leaders, and usually meet with the President. 
All ten finalists will attend Illinois Youth Day at our State Capitol in Springfield, Wednesday, April 24, 1985. 

8 RUNNERS-UP - $26.00 Cash 
WHO MAY ENTER: Any high school student in sophomore or junior class (10th or 11th year) enrolled in a school district 
all or partly served by Corn Belt Electric Cooperative Inc. (members of families of this co-op board of directors, employees 
or previous trip winners, are not eligible.) You do not need to receive service from Corn Belt to enter. 
FORM OF ESSAY: Must be typed on SV2 by 11-inch paper, double-spaced, one side only, and approximately 1,500 

words in length. Contestant’s name must not be on the paper. Entry blank must accompany essay, giving name, parent’s 
consent, etc. Essays in excess of 1,500 words will be accepted but will be penalized for each additional 100 words. The 
words “a, and, the,” etc. will be counted as words. Hypenated words count as one word. Contestants must count words 
and enter total word count at end of essay. 
LAST DATE OF MAILING: Essay and entry blanks must be at the office of Corn Belt Electric Inc., P.O. Box 816, 
Bloomington, 111. 61701, not later than noon, March 20, 1985. 
JUDGING: Essay will be graded by a committee of judges on the following basis: 

Originality of Essay 20 Points Composition 20 Points 
Content and Accuracy of Fact 20 Points Oral Presentation 40 Points 

Grading will be done first without the oral presentation. The ten highest scorers will present a five-minute summary of 
their essay. 
DINNER AND CONTEST: Each of the ten high contestants, parents, and sponsors, will be invited to dinner on April 17th 
after which essays will be summarized by students and judged. “Sponsor” refers to the person who assisted the contestant 
in this project. 
INFORMATION FOR CONTES¬ 
TANTS: Contestants may secure infor¬ 
mation anywhere available. The Co-op 
office will also send literature to every¬ 
one interested. All contestants are 
invited to contact the Co-op office for 
additional information at this time. 
TO ENTER THIS CONTEST: 
1. Just send a card to Corn Belt Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative Inc., P.O. Box 816, 
Bloomington, 111. 61701, requesting 
information material and an entry 
blank. Your Agriculture teacher, 
Home Economics teacher, English 
teacher, or Co-op members will be glad 
to help you. 
2. Send your essay with the entry 
blank to arrive not later than noon, 
March 20, 1985. 

ESSAY DEADLINE 
Essays and entry blanks must be received by noon, Wednesday, March 20, 
1985. Enter now! 

Corn Belt Electric Cooperative Inc. 
P.O. Box 816 
Bloomington, IL 61701 

Please send an entry blank and information concerning this summer’s 
“Youth to Washington” essay contest. 

Name Date, 

Parents’ Name 

Address 

Telephone No., 

High School _ 

Age Sex: Male .Female. 

Class Year 
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OUTAGES: 1984 vs. 1983 
A year ago, an analysis of the 1983 power outages was 

conducted. Outages were broken into six areas, and percen¬ 
tiles were listed. As stated then, we now can compare out¬ 
age causes in 1983 with those in 1984. 

In 1983, the cooperative experienced 59,486 consumer- 
hours without power. In 1984 this figure was 43,545 
consumer-hours. This is a reduction of 26.8 percent in con¬ 
sumer-hours that our members were without power. The 
difference between 1983 and 1984 is 15,941 hours. The 
biggest changes were when weather-related outages dropped 
9,056 hours and the power supplier outages dropped 4,633 
hours. 

The percentages are listed below, comparing 1983 with 
1984. Weather plays an important factor on our facilities 
as well as the power supplier. Those two categories account 

for nearly two-thirds of all power outages. 
If you exclude power source from the outage statistics, 

the average Corn Belt Electric member was out of electri¬ 
city 2.40 hours in 1984, compared with 3.56 hours during 
the 1983 year. 

Some members may have experienced more hours of 
interruption, while others may have never been without 
power. 

Let’s hope that in 1985 the weather is not as severe as it 
has been in January, and that accidents, etc. are fewer in 
order that you experience fewer outages. We are dedicated 
to providing you the most reliable service possible. As 
always, your cooperation and understanding is appreciated, 
and never taken for granted. 

GENERATION & 
TRANSMISSION 

1984 
 ,40.92% 
1983 
37.9% 

• Illinois Power 
Company 
Supplies 84% 

• CILCO 
Supplies 16% 

What causes outages? 
WEATHER 

1983 CONSTRUCTION 
25.77% & MAINTENANCE 

1984 
21.64% 1984 

20.82% 

1983 
17.63% 

UNKNOWN 

1983 
1984 

ACCIDENTS 
A IUI mi 

9.05% AWIWIi \ Lb 

8.82% 1983 
6.9% 

1984 
5.7% 

1983 1984 12.7% r ill'll 
• Lightning • Maintenance • Cars • Birds 
• Wind • New Line • Trucks • Raccoons 
• Ice Being Built • Airplanes • Snakes 
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Trees on Equip¬ • Machinery • Cattle 
ment and • Cutting of 
Lines Cable 

• Equipment 
Failures 
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the box in our home. All the breakers appear to be in work¬ 
ing order or you may have changed some fuses and it still is 
inoperative and it is probable your power has been inter¬ 
rupted. We do ask you to double check all your breakers. 
Most of the time if it is your problem — you may correct it 
by simply changing a fuse or breaker. 

If everything has been checked and you cannot find 
a problem, we ask you to check with your neighbors. 
Chances are they are on the same line as you and you can 
determine if it is a line outage or individual. We remind you 
to contact the cooperative with any other information that 
might be helpful in restoring your power. 

Remember — look before you call! Your lights may be 
on faster than a phone call. 

Electricity: easier, quicker 
The wonderful thing about electricity is that it helps you 

complete tasks easier and usually quicker than you can do 
them by hand — opening garage doors, washing and drying 
laundry, trimming hedges, sawing lumber and even crank¬ 
ing your ice cream freezer (summer is around the corner). 
Is the price you pay for electricity worth all the clean, 
efficient energy? What does this mean to your family’s 
standard of living? Only you and your family can decide. 
But remember, you say yes every time you buy an appli¬ 
ance or flip a switch. 

We remind you to use all the electricity you want, just 
use it efficiently and effectively!! 

SAFETY TIPS for using electricity 

DON'T OVERLOAD CIRCUITS 
— a major cause of home fires. Don't operate 
several high-powered appliances at once on 
the same circuit. 

TAKE CARE WHEN CHANGING FUSES 
to avoid shocks. Keep area near circuit box 
dry. Turn main switch off before changing 
fuse. 

PROVIDE ADEQUATE AIR CIRCULATION 
around all appliances to prevent dangerous 
overheating. 

TURN OFF APPLIANCES 
as soon as you finish using them. 

AVOID "OCTOPUS OUTLETS" 
which can easily overheat and could start a 
fire. 

INSPECT WIRES, PLUGS 
regularly and replace any that are worn or 
frayed. Don't run cords under carpets or 
across doorjambs. 

KEEP APPLIANCES CLEAN 
and in good condition. Have them repaired 
and serviced when necessary. 

DON'T LET CHILDREN 
PLAY NEAR WIRES 
or major appliances. 

you call 
Your service in some instances is a result of your own 

protective devices operating. In some cases your power 
may be interrupted by the breakers or fuses that are located 
on the meter pole. In this instance, you are without power 
and your first reaction is to contact the cooperative. We 
ask you to check this breaker box. Most of us only check 
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Billing change 
The April bill you received notified all members of 

major changes regarding their bill. Reading dates of all 
meters have been changed to read the 31st, first and second 
of the month. This is to coincide with all substation meter 
readings. This will enable your cooperative to analyze with 
a greater degree of accuracy the power losses that are exper¬ 
ienced each month. Since substations and meters will be 
read the same time, future engineering studies will have 
increased accuracy. 

IMPORTANT 
1. Your next bill will arrive May 15. 
2. This bill will be for 40 days and, depending on your 

usage, may or may not be higher. 
3. The past-due date will be June 5. 
Beginning in May, you will receive your bill around the 

15th of the month. The new past-due date will be the fifth 
of the following month. 

Rate revisions 
What is a rate revision? 
It is not a rate increase !!! 
To define rates, we must look at how your cooperative’s 

rates are set up. The cooperative presently has five different 
classes of rates. Rate 1 is residential and farm, Rate 2 is 
small general service three-phase, Rate 3 is small commer¬ 
cial, Rate 4 is large general service three-phase and Rate 5 
is large commercial. Each rate in 1984 developed a certain 
amount of revenue. Under the revised rates you have 
received, these will generate the same amount of revenue 
based on a like amount of usage in 1984. 

Why have a rate revision — what’s the purpose? 
As stated in the letter of March 19, for the past two 

years the board and management have been evaluating all 
aspects of the cooperative’s operations. Many cost savings 
items have been implemented without jeopardizing the high 
standard of electric service now provided. The cooperative 

has some options, such as: 
1. Reduce further expenses, which will reduce level of 

service, reduce maintenance, which increase outages and 
decrease quality and quantity of service. 

2. Inact a rate increase; thereby increasing revenue. This 
is a potential option, but in the past only has been detri¬ 
mental to all members. It is the famous “Catch 22.” As 
rates increase, members decrease usage, whereby rates have 

to be increased to cover fixed expenses, causing members to 
reduce usage, whereby rates have to be increased, etc. At 
present, this is not a viable option that was considered by 
the board of directors. 
3. The third option, as mentioned in the letter, is the 

promotion of electrical use. It’s the simple economics of 
scale rule that the more we sell the cheaper it will be. This, 
in turn, will benefit all members. 

Will my bill be lower? 
You control your usage. Depending on your individual 

consumption it could be lower or higher. Your use of elec¬ 
tricity always affects your bill. What is indicated is that the 
more you use the cheaper it will be. It is to your benefit 
directly, and indirectly the cooperative’s, for you to use all 
the electricity you want. As always, we ask you to use it 
efficiently and effectively. 

What about conservation? 
Conservation is a poor phrase for what was just pre¬ 

viously mentioned. Your cooperative has not nor ever will 
advocate that you waste your electricity. Use all you want. 
Think about what this energy source provides for you: 
heat, labor-saving devices, etc. The ways are too numerous 
to mention. What is important is that before you add a 
major energy-consuming product you consider clean, 
efficient and practical electricity. 

Darrel Cobb retires 
Darrel Cobb retired April 1 after 39 years of employ¬ 

ment with Corn Belt Electric Cooperative. He was 22 when 
he started driving a winch truck for the cooperative. He 
later went into a five-year apprentice¬ 
ship program and became a lineman. 
Darrel spent 22 years as a maintenance 
foreman. This entailed trouble calls, 
patrolling and maintaining co-op lines, 
and just about anything that had to be 
done to keep co-op members in ser¬ 
vice. His specific area of responsibility 
was the following area: north of Route 
9 to north of Route 24; from Eureka 
to Weston. He knew many of you very well. Darrel and his 
wife, Dorothy, have retired to their 35-acre farm west of 
Clinton. Farming may have to take a back seat to fishing 
though. They both enjoy fishing and have a mobile home 
near Kentucky Dam. 

The cooperative extends congratulations to Darrel and 
Dorothy and wish them many happy years to travel, fish 
and enjoy all their hobbies. 
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The chicken dinner following the meeting was again a popular feature of the annual meeting activities. 

Power supply agreement most 
cost-effective for Corn Belt 

An agreement for long-term power supply for Corn Belt 
Electric Cooperative provides the most cost-effective way 
to meet future needs of members, manager J. D. Reeves 
told members March 30 during Corn Belt’s 47th annual 
meeting in Bloomington. 

Reeves said a long-term power supply commitment from 
Illinois Power Company to Corn Belt’s power supplier, 
Soyland Power Cooperative, “gives the cooperatives (Soy- 
land members) a broad generation mix which will lend 
stability to wholesale power costs.” Fifteen Illinois distri¬ 
bution electric cooperatives make up the membership 
of Soyland, while seven others make up Western Illinois 
Power Cooperative, a third participant in the power supply 
agreement. Reeves said, “Soyland and WIPCO will purchase 
excess capacity. The agreement will allow the two genera¬ 
tion and transmission cooperatives to purchase the output 
of 400 megawatts of electrical capacity from Illinois Power 
Company’s fossil-fuel generating plants,” he added, con¬ 
tinuing, “This will be in addition to the capacity which the 

two cooperatives will receive as part owners of the Clinton 
Power Station.” 

Ralph Kahle of Gridley focused part of his report on 
system improvements: “Your cooperative invested $1.8 
million in 1984 for system improvements, much of it 
services for new homes and three-phase farming operations. 
The cooperative is now in the process of completing a new 
Wapella substation, so that the old Wapella substation may 
be removed to allow for the new U.S. 51 routing. The new 
substation should provide even greater reliability to the 
members served by that substation.” 

Kahle also discussed major issues affecting all rural 
electric cooperatives, including Reagan Administration 
budget proposals for 1986 that would, effective in October, 
severely change the REA program. He said the proposals, if 
implemented, would sharply reduce loans from the REA 
Revolving Fund and those made under the guaranteed loan 
program. He added that the federal Office of Management 
and Budget also proposes increasing the interest rates 
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lected directors, from left, are: Janice Reimer of Car/ock, Frank Thorp of Clinton, 
mas Johns of Delavan and Myron Erdman of Chenoa. At the right is manager J. D. 
ves. 

electric cooperatives must pay, a move that would mean 
further increases in consumer costs. 

Four members were reelected to the Corn Belt board of 
directors: Myron Erdman of Chenoa, Thomas Johns of 
Delavan, Janice Reimer of Carlock and Frank Thorp of 
Clinton. 

Lewis White of Bloomington, secretary-treasurer, 
reported that total revenue for 1984 was $12,382,994, with 
wholesale power costing the cooperative $7,903,005. 
Margins for the year were $564,896. During 1984, Com 
Belt paid taxes totaling $939,127. 

Eight persons instrumental in the founding and develop¬ 
ment of Corn Belt Electric Cooperative received Pioneer 
Awards during the meeting. They are: 

William J. Bach of Bloomington, attorney for Corn Belt 
since its inception; 

Ted Hafer of Sun City, Arizona, manager of the cooper¬ 
ative from 1940 to 1967; 

Frank Hubert of Bloomington, a Corn Belt member 

Registration prior to the meeting 

since 1939 and a Farm Bureau leader; 
Homer Jeckel of Delavan, an original incorporating 

director who continues to serve on the board; 

Forrest Lemons of Goodfield, an incorporating director 
and a member since 1939; 

Beulah Miller of Bloomington, a former employee of the 
cooperative who worked for Corn Belt 44 years; 

Ruth Otto of Bloomington, an incorporating director 
and 46-year member; and 

Solomon Weaver of Clinton, a member for nearly 40 
years and an active supporter of the cooperative. 

Following the members’ meeting, the board met in 
reorganizational session and reelected officers: Kahle, 
president; John W. H. Tompkins, LeRoy, vice president; 
White, secretary-treasurer, and Thorp, assistant secretary- 
treasurer. 

Other directors of Com Belt are John Butterfield, 
Maroa; Leonard Maupin, Arrowsmith, and Stephen Schertz, 
El Paso. 

of the eight winners of Corn Belt's Pioneer Awards were present at the meeting. From 
", they are: Solomon Weaver, Frank Hubert, William Bach, Ted Hafer, Forrest Lemons 
1 Homer Jeckel. 

Many members stopped by the equip¬ 
ment exhibit to get a "hands-on" 
demonstration about how various 
devices work. 
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Fireman Tom Korn inspects 
a meter. When firemen fight 
fires it is common proce¬ 
dure to disconnect the power by 
pulling the meter and thereby 
reducing the possibility of an 
electrical fire. 

Lyle Hinshaw, left, mainte¬ 
nance foreman and member 
of Bloomington Township Fire 
Department, and Dave Died- 
erich, AIEC, display a meter 
base and its relationship to 
fire. 

FIRE SAFETY 
Ever think about the relationship of fire and electricity? 

It’s important for the fireman, homeowner and cooperative. 

Your cooperative, with the cooperation of the Association 

of Illinois Electric Cooperatives, is aware of the importance 

of electricity and fires. It has previously participated in 

training of local fire department personnel. 

Recently it was our pleasure to conduct 12 hours of 

training for the Normal Fire Department. 

It is essential that the fire department and the coopera¬ 

tive understand the potential hazards to both. The training 

provided was varied. Highlights included slides of various 
metering hookups, actual hands-on experience of meters 

and other essential equipment that is necessary in combat¬ 

ing this dreaded destroyer of life and property. 

If you are a member of a volunteer fire department or 

city fire department and are interested in this presentation, 

your cooperative would be happy to present a program on 

fire and electricity. 

Co-op audit report 
Auditors from the firm Ernst & Whinney, Dawn Moritz 

and Doug Wade, spent a week at the cooperative perform¬ 

ing the yearly audit to assure that all necessary financial 

procedures are being practiced. Below is a copy of the letter 

that was sent to the board of directors. 

Board of Directors 

Corn Belt Electric Cooperative, Inc. 

Bloomington, Illinois 

We have examined the balance sheets of Corn Belt Elec¬ 

tric Cooperative, Inc. as of December 31, 1984 and 1983, 

and the related statements of operations, equities and mar¬ 

gins, and changes in financial position for the years then 

ended. Our examinations were made in accordance with 

generally accepted auditing standards and, accordingly, 

included such tests of the accounting records and such 

other auditing procedures as we considered necessary in the 

circumstances. 

In our opinion, the financial statements referred to 

above present fairly the financial position of Corn Belt 

Electric Cooperative, Inc. at December 31, 1984 and 1983, 

and the results of its operations and changes in its financial 

position for the years then ended, in conformity with 

generally accepted accounting principles applied on a con¬ 

sistent basis. 

Ernst & Whinney 

Springfield, Illinois 

February 21, 1985 

Wapella substation relocated 
To make way for new U.S. 

51, the Wapella substation 

had to be relocated on Feb¬ 

ruary 28 and was energized 

at 1:45 p.m. The old substa¬ 

tion has been torn down. A 

new line is under construc¬ 

tion and it will be in place 

prior to the State of Illinois’ 

construction schedule to 

commence this spring. 

We apologize for any 

inconvenience this may have 

caused. This relocation did 

not cost the members of the 

cooperative any money as the 

State of Illinois paid for this 

project. 

Thank you again for your 

understanding. 

Manager of engineering Keith Erickson, right, checks 
with contract workmen to assure that construction 
was built to all specifications. 

Construction foreman Dick Albert of Corn Belt Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative makes final connections before 
substation is energized. 

Workers from L.E. Meyers Co. ditch trench 
to run wire from substation to the pole 
out on the road. 
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Essay winners 
Co-winners of the 26th Annual Essay contest of the 

Corn Belt Electric Cooperative “Youth to Washington” 
contest were announced April 17 at Bob Knapp’s Restau¬ 
rant in Bloomington. They are Kym Harris, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Charles Harris of Bloomington, and Thomas Kohn, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Walter Kohn of Normal. Kym and Tom 
are both juniors at University High School in Normal. 

Selection of the two winners was made from among 10 
high school finalists. Students submitted essays on the 
following subject, “Rural Electrification at 50 Years: Its 
History and Its Future.” The judges had a difficult decision, 
as all who entered the contest displayed fine ability, indi¬ 
cating considerable study, research and preparation was 
devoted to the topic. Parents and teachers were congratu¬ 
lated for their support on this program. 

“It is a privilege to send these outstanding young stu¬ 
dents to our nation’s capital. This tour is one of the finest 
tours of Washington, D.C., and I am sure it will be memor¬ 
able, as well as an outstanding educational experience,” 
manager Jeff Reeves told the students. Kym and Tom will 
join approximately 60 other high school students represent¬ 
ing 18 cooperatives throughout Illinois in Springfield on 
Friday, June 7. They will travel aboard air-conditioned 

Kym Harris, University High; Ralph Kahie, President of 
Corn Beit Electric board of directors, and Tom Kohn of 
University High. 

buses for the all-expense-paid trip to Washington and will 
return June 14. 

During the week in Washington, the Illinois participants 
will join with nearly 1,000 other students from 26 states 
and foreign countries and will be participating in Rural 
Electric Youth Week activities sponsored by the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association. Their activities and 
tours will include the battlefield at Gettysburg; the U.S. 
Capitol and meeting with Illinois Senators and Representa¬ 
tives; the Smithsonian Institution; and many other national 
shrines. In addition, the highlight of the trip, they will be 
special guests at the White House. 

Area students join youth day activities 
Ten area high school sophomores and juniors were 

among 150 students participating in special “Illinois Rural 
Electric Youth Day” activities in Springfield on April 24 
sponsored in part by Corn Belt Electric Cooperative of 
Bloomington. 

Illinois Governor James R. Thompson proclaimed 

Front row, left to right: Kym Harris, University High; JuHe 
Concklin, University High; Dawn Stubblefield, University 
High; Tom Kohn, University High, and Dottie Hahn, Deer 
Creek-Mackinaw High. Back row left to right: Marian 
Spakowski, University High; John Wilson, University High; 
Terri Switzer, Cerro Gordo High; Tom Romack, University 
High, and Julie Joos, Deer Creek-Mackinaw High. 

Wednesday, April 24 as “Illinois Rural Electric Youth Day” 
to honor these students from throughout the state who are 
finalists in the annual “Youth to Washington” tour contest 
sponsored by the electric cooperatives of Illinois. 

In signing the Executive Proclamation designating the 
day as “Illinois Rural Electric Youth Day,” the Governor 
expressed keen interest in these young people who are con¬ 
cerned with the future development and welfare of Illinois. 
The essays this year dealt with rural electrification at 50 
years, its history and its future. 

Corn Belt Electric Cooperative’s group joined other high 
school students representing 12 in other electric coopera¬ 
tives from throughout Illinois in Springfield. Activities 
during the day included visits with area legislators, a tour of 
the State Capitol, a luncheon at which Vince Demuzio, 
Senator of the 49th District, was guest speaker, tours of the 
Old State Capitol and Lincoln shrines and a special tour of 
the Executive Mansion. 

Your Cooperative salutes all who participated in this 
year’s Essay Contest as they are all winners in the eyes of 
the cooperative. Although it is only May, plans are already 
being made for next year’s contest. Maybe you’ll be one of 
our finalists with a chance to go .to Washington, D.C. in 

1986. 
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Annual meeting request: 
REA poem reprinted 

At this year’s annual meeting March 30, as part of the 
Pioneer Awards, a poem entitled “When the REA Came 
Through” was read. 

A little history of this poem: It was authored by 
LeRoyan Edith Squier in 1948. She wrote a column for the 
LeRoy Journal, which she entitled “Much Ado About 
Nothing.” She was asked by William Ellis, vice president of 
board of directors at that time, to write a poem for the 
REA’s 10th anniversary. He asked that she mention the 
manager of the Cooperative, Ted Hafer, in the poem. Mrs. 
Squier was unable to read the poem and asked Mary Lou 
Whirehouse Scott to read it. This was read at the Ten Year 
Jubilee in 1948, held at Miller Park. 

At this year’s meeting, it was requested that the poem be 
printed for all to share. 

When The REA Came Through 
(1985 A.D. A grandfather talks to his little grandson.) 

A story is it, Billy, ’bout when Grandpa was a lad? 
Shall I tell about the time when the chinch bugs got so bad 
In the middle of the forties, or the deep snow of ’42? 
What’s that, Bill, you like best ’bout when the R.E.A. came 

through? 

Well, I recollect it happened when I was jest a little boy. 
We was livin’ on a farm in McLean County, Illinois. 
It was late in the thirties, ’bout in thirty-eight or nine, 
When the neighbors commenced talkin’ ’bout a new electric 

line. 

Pa said we’d never get it, power was fer the rich, 
And fer the folks that lived in cities, and on great big farms 

and sich. 
Ma said we might — but she’d never live to see 
The day when she could press a button and there the lights 

’ud be. 

On the old front porch in the early dusk with the mist-a- 
creepin’ slow, 

Bringin’ with it the clover smell from the meadow down 
below, 

They used to sit and talk about the wonders of power and 
light, 

And the miracles of savin’ time, labor, health and sight. 

I used to sit and listen, countin’ the things that power 
would change, 

Like coal oil lamps and flat irons, and the hot old kitchen 
range. 

The way I hated that kitchen range was a mortal deadly sin, 
Fer it swallered coal and cobs and wood fastern’n I could 

fetch ’em in. 

We couldn’t see to read or study by the coal oil lamps we 
had 

And if we tried to turn ’em up they’d go to smokin’ bad. 
Ma had to fill ’em every day, and trim the wicks off 

straight, 
Polish the chimneys every one, a task she used to hate. 

Next to the lamps ma hated most her gasoline washin’ 
machine 

It washed the clothes when it wanted to but it never got 
’em clean. 

Sometimes the engine wouldn’t start til the water was cold 
in the tub, 

Sometimes it’d stop about half way through, an’ she’d get 
the board and rub. 

Before we’d even had time, to think how wonderful 
’twould seem 

And while it still to us was like an unreal far off dream, 
That R.E.A. line gang came through, and passed right by 

our place. 
Ma’d go out and touch the poles with wonder in her face. 

Things you take for granted, Bill, was miracles to us; 
Stoves, refrigerators, sweepers, irons, lights without any 

fuss, 
Toasters, mangles, radios, motors in barn and shop; 
We bought all them things and more, we couldn’t seem to 

stop. 
Grandma threw away her specs, Pa let out a roar 
When he found some gray hairs on his head, he’d never seen 

before. 
Ma stayed in the kitchen all day long, dustin’ off her 

toaster, 
Openin’ up the ice-box, pluggin’ in the roaster. 

We heard of the directors’ board, and the manager called 
Ted, 

And my little brother Henry, when ma tucked him in his 
bed 

Say in’ “Pray, now, son, and what are you goin’ to say?” 
The tike ’ud alius answer, “God bless the R.E.A.” 

by Edith Squier 

Budget your heating bills 

summer 

winter 

Any member interested in budget billing for their 
electrically heated home should please contact Robert 
Fischbach, manager of office services, not later than June 3, 

1985. 
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Death and taxes 
How many times have we all heard the old saying that 

the only thing certain in life is death and taxes. Probably 
too many times. 

Taxes, as we are aware, are on almost any item we pur¬ 
chase. Taxation provides various governmental entities with 

ALL MEMBERS 
$100.00 Bill 
x .05 Illinois Public Utilities Revenue Tax 
$ 5.00 

$100.00 

+ 5.00 
$105.00 All Members Pay 

CITY OF BLOOMINGTON 

$100.00 

x .05 
$ 5.50 Illinois Public Utilities Revenue Tax 

$100.00 

+ 5.00 Tax 
$105.00 

$105.00 
x .021/2% Total Municipal Tax 

$ 2.63 

$105.00 
+ 2.63 
$107.63 

TOWN OF NORMAL 

$100.00 

x .05 Illinois Public Utilities Revenue Tax 
$ 5.00 

$100.00 

+ 5.00 
$105.00 Tax 

$105.00 
x .05% Total Municipal Tax 
$ 5.25 

$105.00 
+ 5.25 
$110.25 

$100 Base 

$ 5.00 All Members 
$ 7.63 City of Bloomington 
$10.25 Town of Normal 

revenue. The cooperative pays taxes just like you do. 
You, the member, share in this taxation monthly. The 

cooperative takes no position as to the fairness or unfair¬ 
ness or whatever your viewpoint might be; but rather to 
remind you that a portion of the bottom line of your bill 
contains taxes. At present, there is the 5 percent Public 
Utilities Tax that is collected by the cooperative and sent 
to the State of Illinois. This 5 percent is assessed on the 
dollar figure as opposed to the kilowatt-hours. The higher 
your bill, the more tax is collected for the state. 

The City of Bloomington and Town of Normal also each 

have a municipal tax assessed against your bill. The example 
to the left illustrates taxes for the Twin Cities. 

Remember, when you look at the bottom line of your 
bill: Glance up to see how much you have been charged in 
taxes. These taxes are imposed on other utilities and, as 
previously stated, are a source of revenue and do not stay 
with the cooperative. Most of us do not look at it in this 
manner and add the tax to the cost of electricity. It is now 
permissable to deduct these taxes on your federal income 
tax if you file long form. Save your stubs for this possible 
deduction. Below are listed the taxes that your cooperative 
paid in 1984: 

TAXES PAID IN 1984 

Investment Capital Tax  $ 65,611 
Property Taxes  17,873 
Energy Taxes  616,773 
Social Security Taxes (Employer’s half)  122,987 

Sales Tax & Use Tax (State)  1,289 
Public Utility Fund . .   9,906 
State Unemployment Tax  5,407 

Federal Unemployment Tax  6,952 
Municipal Tax  61,549 
Franchise Tax  30,780 

Total Taxes  $939,127 
Death and taxes may be certainties, but another impor¬ 

tant certainty is that Corn Belt Electric is dedicated in 
providing the most reliable service possible. 

Blinking lights and the OCR 
Have you ever noticed your lights blinking during a 

storm? Well, those blinking lights mean that an oil circuit 
recloser (OCR) is doing its job. 

The Cooperative uses OCR’s to help maintain power 
during a storm. These precision devices maintain your elec¬ 
tric service and prevent an inestimable number of outages. 

If a limb falls on the line, the OCR opens the circuit and 
momentarily causes your lights to go out. Then if the limb 

falls clear of the line (or if the limb is small and burns in 
two) and the line is not damaged, the OCR recloses the 
circuit and your lights come on again. The OCR will per¬ 
form this opening-closing operation up to three times in 
succession. But if the limb remains on the line, the OCR 
will protect the line, other hardware and equipment by 
safely keeping the circuit open. Then a crew is sent to 
locate and correct the problem and restore service. 



Meetings! Meetings! 
Most of us at one time or another have attended a meet¬ 

ing of some type. Meetings are important to raise, discuss 
and resolve issues. Your board represents you at these meet¬ 
ings. In February of this year, they had an opportunity to 
visit New Orleans to attend the 43rd Annual Meeting. Four 
of 11 directors were able to attend. 

This annual meeting attracts approximately 10,000 
people. Accommodations must be available in the form of 
hotels, transportation and a meeting center to conduct a 
meeting of this magnitude. 

Why have an annual meeting? It is a business meeting 
whereby the policies of the National Rural Electric Cooper¬ 
ative Association (NRECA) are decided upon by elected 
delegates and set forth in resolutions on a wide variety of 

subjects spanning the business of rural electric systems and 
the ultimate welfare of rural electric consumers. 

Board members, officers and management learn more in 
order to serve you better. Through expert speakers, panel 
discussions and one-to-one communication, their know¬ 
ledge and perspective of problems and solutions are 
enhanced to ultimately benefit you, the member-owner. 

The 44th annual NRECA meeting of 1,000 rural electric 
cooperatives is scheduled for Las Vegas, Nevada, March 2-5, 

1986. Your cooperative will hopefully be represented at 
this meeting to maintain its ties and input into the rural 
electric program. 

Update on advisory 
Corn Belt Electric’s Member Advisory Committee met 

Tuesday, April 9, at 6:30 p.m. at Bob Knapp’s Brandtville 
Restaurant in Bloomington. 

New members who have volunteered to serve on the 
Member Advisory Committee are Brad and Rhonda Glenn, 
Stanford; George and Ottilie Womack, Towanda; Wilbur 
and Henrietta Toepke, Bloomington; Ida Williams, Bloom¬ 
ington, and John and Kathy Donelson, LeRoy. 

Some of those attending Member Advisory Committee 
dinner meeting April 9. 

A film entitled “Singing Wires” was shown to the group 
of 65. The 30-minute movie took an individual from the 
West Coast to the East Coast and along the way stopped 
and viewed what impact electricity and the cooperative had 
made on America. Agriculture, business, schools, the list 

REMINDER!!! 

The bill you received May 15 

is a 40-day bill. 

The new due date 

is June 5. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

committee activities 
goes on, of the various uses of electricity throughout the 
country. 

A critique of the annual meeting was initiated by man¬ 
ager Jeff Reeves. Questions and discussions ranged from 
whether the cooperative engage a guest speaker as to the 
worth of serving the dinner. The advisory committee had 
no strong opinions on a guest speaker and did think the 
idea of the lunch has attracted more members than in the 
past. 

Contact Jerry Durflinger, manager of member services, 
for information concerning the efficiency and effective 
uses of electricity. 

Manager Reeves reiterated that at the March board 
meeting the directors have directed the staff review, analyze 
and recommend incentives for the use of electricity. The 
staff has started to gather data regarding this directive and 
once all information is gathered, proposals will be recom¬ 
mended to the board of directors. Their concerns are yours. 
By working together, we can all achieve the goals we strive 
to attain — providing you with the most reliable service. 

OFFICE CLOSING 
The Com Belt Electric Cooperative office 

will be closed on Monday, May 27, in observance of 
Memorial Day. 
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‘Let me talk 
to the manager* 

By JEFF REEVES 
That’s a phrase that is heard almost daily at the Cooper¬ 

ative office. The requests vary; they may range from a 
question about rates to information regarding employment. 
Many times the individual is cordial and considerate, but 
other times they are angry and upset — usually not at me as 
a person, but rather at the Cooperative. 

As the manager, I’m concerned about these calls. I sense 
the caller’s frustration as to a higher electric bill. This 
individual is concerned and is seeking a solution to an 
increasing electric bill. Within the next five minutes that I 
have to communicate will I be able to have this person 
understand their rates better? Did I reach the person with 
my message? 

I, as a manager, am frustrated with higher rates. Power 

costs have increased and will continue to increase. It is 
frustrating not to be able to “control” these costs. 

The Cooperative has a strong interest in people. 

Without the member-consumer, there is no reason to exist. 
If we don’t treat our members fairly and honestly and as 
partners, we will fail. 

Your Cooperative is listening to you every moment. We 
want you to know that you are being heard. 

Many of your ideas and comments are acted upon. 
Your Cooperative, as in the past, present and future, is 

committed. We are committed to all our members, employ¬ 
ees, community, government and environment to be the 
best we can. 

You judge us daily by our actions and words. We under¬ 
stand all too well that many of you only judge us by a bill. 
We are more than a bill. This cooperative is yours. 

We care about you and attempt to provide the best over¬ 
all service possible. Unfortunately, we don’t always take or 
make the time to get that message across to the member at 
the end of the line. 

Voices have changed 
Effective June 1, the cooperative’s outage system under¬ 

went a small change. In the past, six staff members rotated 
and were on call for weekends and holidays. 

Two individuals now perform this service. They answer 
the phone from 4:30 p.m. to 8 a.m. during the week and on 
weekends. Extensive training has been completed to famil¬ 
iarize them with the system and the outage procedures that 
the Cooperative utilizes. 

These individuals are not employed by the Cooperative, 
but rather are independent contractors. They were located 
through the Occupational Development Center in Bloom¬ 

ington. They are Mrs. Janice Sleeter and Larry Dawson, 
both of Bloomington. Phone lines have been run into their 
residences and they will handle the routine outages. In 
instances where it is impractical for one person to handle 
the volume and technical aspects of restoring power, staff 
personnel will be called in to render assistance. 

Both Janice and Larry look forward to their new 
endeavor in the telephone answering service. 

We do not anticipate any inconvenience to our members. 
As with any program that is implemented, it may be a little 
rough around the edges in the beginning, but it usually 
doesn’t take long to smooth everything out. 

If you experience any problems in reporting an outage, 
please contact the Cooperative’s management immediately. 

Left to right: Larry Dawson, Keith Erickson, manager of 
Lee Thomas, manager of operations, explaining mapping engineering services, and Janice S/eeter. Keith explains 
and procedures to be followed for outages. The answering mapping and outage procedures to the new answering 
service will be able to assist only those without power. service personnel. 
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Journeyman lineman Jim Dustin unwrapping tie wire in 

order to replace broken pole. 

Construction season 
Depending on the weather, from April through Novem¬ 

ber are months of prime construction for your Cooperative. 
Whether repairing broken poles, replacing rotted poles, 
installing new underground lines, etc., all these items have 
to be worked on. 

The pictures this month show storm damage being 
repaired and maintenance and upgrading of equipment at 
the Holder substation. 

Numerous projects will be accomplished this year. We 
apologize in advance for any inconvenience that this may 
cause. Thank you for your understanding and cooperation. 

Construction foreman Dick Albert working on Holder sub¬ 

station. With him, but hidden from view, are Lyle Hinshaw, 

maintenance foreman, and Larry Young, journeyman line¬ 

man. This new equipment is part of system-wide installa¬ 

tion of electronic data gathering apparatus on all substa¬ 

tions. 

Lineman Mark Peterson drilling holes for equipment to be 

attached. 

At right: New pole being set in place. Wires will be reat¬ 
tached to insulators and power will be quickly restored. 

At left: A broken pole found during a recent storm was 
temporarily tied together during the night. It was replaced 

the next day. 
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Field engineer Mike Butler beside some of the equipment 
on display in the Corn Beit office lobby. 

Co-op equipment display 
Equipment used by the cooperative is on display in the 

lobby of the Cooperative headquarters. We invite you to 
stop in and view the devices that are necessary to provide 
reliable service to all members. 

An operating oil circuit recloser is available for your 
inspection. Press the button and you can see the inside of 

the oil circuit recloser operating. 

Understanding your co-op 
Why a cooperative? 

Generally to provide a product or a service not otherwise 
available or not available at a price or in the form or quality 
desired or required by a group of consumers. 
How is a cooperative established? 

By a group of people or organizations with a common 
need or purpose joining together in a voluntary organiza¬ 
tion to further their common cause on a nonprofit basis. 
Who owns the cooperative? 

A true cooperative is owned and controlled by the mem¬ 
bers using the services of the cooperative with control on a 
one member, one vote basis. 
How does a person (or a firm) become a member? 

(1) By making application for membership and being 
accepted. 

(2) Agreeing to comply with the provisions of the 
bylaws, etc., of the cooperative. 
How does a member exercise his right of membership and 
ownership? 

(1) By participating in meetings (especially the annual 
meeting) of members. 

(2) Along with the other members, helping to elect a 
board of directors from the membership. 

(3) The members adopt and approve the bylaws of the 
cooperative. 

(4) Each and every member is entitled to one, and only 

This display features a number of the small pieces of equip¬ 
ment used on your Cooperative system. 

Some of the items shown are: a transformer, lightning 
arrester and a power capacitor. Designed and built by field 
engineer Mike Butler with assistance from OCR technician 
Frank Borth, it was a focal point of activity at the recent 
annual meeting. This is not all the equipment your Coop¬ 
erative uses, but by attempting to show some of the mate¬ 
rial we use, you may better understand where your dollars 
are spent as well as operational requirements that are 
needed to provide all members with electricity. 

one, vote on each matter considered by the members. 
Who actually operates the cooperative? 

(1) Normally the board of directors elected by the 
members is given the responsibility for operating the coop¬ 
erative within the framework of the bylaws adopted by the 
members. 

(2) The board of directors generally hires the manager 
who will then employ an operating staff and conduct the 
day-to-day operations within the limitations of the bylaws 
and the policies established by the board of directors. 

(3) The manager is responsibile to the board of direc¬ 
tors and the board of directors is in turn responsible to, and 
held accountable to, the member-owners. 

SUPPORT YOUR COOPERATIVE 
It belongs to YOU! 

Meter testing starts 
Electric Laboratories’ personnel from Charleston- 

Mattoon will begin testing meters this summer. This yearly 
program tests various three-phase meters and approximately 
1,500 residential and farm meters in and around the Bloom¬ 
ington area. 

Depending upon personnel sent, it will take two to three 
months to complete this project. Meters are tested for 
accuracy and the service is visually inspected for any 
problems. 

We apologize for any inconvenience this may cause. 



Legislative support 
Your Cooperative would like to acknowledge the recent 

support it received for its governmental representatives. It 
is our pleasure to share a letter to House of Representative 
colleagues that was signed by Congressman Ed Madigan of 
the 15th Congressional District, supporting the Rural Elec¬ 
trification Administration. 

Senators Paul Simon and Alan Dixon have supported 
current compromise legislation that keeps the REA pro¬ 
gram intact. Your representatives are concerned and aware 
of the problems facing rural America and strive to support 
this important program. 

Again, we thank them for their past and present support 
of rural America. The following is the letter signed by 
Madigan, along with Kika de la Garza, chairman of the 
House Agriculture Committee: 

Dear Colleague: 

On April 25, we introduced H.Res. 144, a resolution to 
recognize the 50th anniversary of the Rural Electrification 
Program. We would like at this time to urge you to join us 
in sponsoring the resolution, which is pending before the 
House Agriculture Committee. 

The resolution recites facts which are familiar to many 
Members but which should be reemphasized at this anniver¬ 
sary and brought to the attention of all the American 
people. 

Those facts include: 
— Rural areas of the United States where millions of 

Americans lived under harsh conditions 50 years ago today 
have the same access to modern power and technology that 
urban citizens enjoy. Nearly 1,000 member-owned rural 
electric systems provide service to about 25 million people 
in 46 states, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands. 

— Since 1961, systems which borrow from the Rural 
Electrification Administration have helped establish and 
expand more than 20,000 business and industrial enter¬ 
prises and community facilities, creating nearly one million 
new jobs. These systems have also helped farmers build a 
matchless record of efficiency and productivity in the ser¬ 
vice of America and the world. 

Because of the importance of the rural electric program, 
in the past and present and, of equal importance, in the 
future, we believe the anniversary resolution deserves the 
attention and support of all Members, and we request your 
help. If you would like to cosponsor H.Res. 144, please 
telephone Kathy Hughes at 5-6878. 

Sincerely, 

Edward R. Madigan 
Ranking Minority Member 

E. (Kika) de la Garza 
Chairman 

Office closing 
The office will be closed 

on Thursday, July 4, 
in observance 

of Independence Day. 
In case of power outage call: 

1-800-322-6541. 

Co-op keeps registry of 
life-support equipment 

While Corn Belt Electric Cooperative, Inc. strives to 
maintain the best possible service with a minimum of 
outage time, occasional outages, either planned or uncon¬ 
trolled, do occur. 

Your Cooperative needs to know the names and loca¬ 
tion of cooperative members who depend on life-support 
equipment. We keep a registry of members on life-support 
equipment, and it is important that this information be 
current and accurate. We will make every effort to give 
priority to restore service to members on life-support 
systems. 

If you or a member of your family depend on life- 
support equipment, please fill out the form below and mail 
to us as quickly as possible. 

Name  

Phone No.    

Address    

Account No.   

Type of Support Equipment  

Days of Use    

Time of Use  

Do you have an emergency stand-by generator to operate 
this equipment? 

Yes No  

Mail the above form to: 
Com Belt Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
P.O. Box 816 
Bloomington, Illinois 61701 
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RIGHT STUFF 
By JEFF REEVES 

A recent popular movie regarding the trials and tribula¬ 
tions of the astronauts that are part of National Aeronau¬ 
tical Space Administration (NASA) was most informative 
and enjoyable. Personal glimpses of these individuals were 
an integral part of the story, but what perked my interest 
was the training that this group of men had to endure. 
Training is important to all professions regardless of the 
nature of the business or service they provide. As with the 
space program where the individual is extremely important, 
so it is with your cooperative personnel. 

Presently employing 54 employees, 16 (or 30 percent) 
of these are linemen. Our linemen have to possess the “right 
stuff.” Their occupation is hazardous, to say the least. 

To become a lineman a four-year apprentice program is metering devices, low-voltage energized lines, use, care and 
required. To be accepted, they must pass a physical exam- operation of all hydraulic powered equipment, 
ination and in most cases this will be the second physical The third-year apprenticeship is spent learning in the 
and is very thorough. The physical determines, within area of hotline work, including work from the pole and 
limits, whether or not an apprentice can perform climbing aerial bucket. 
and working on a pole with hooks. The fourth and final year of apprenticeship is for work- 

Training is extensive and demanding. ing in all the above, plus they may work on energized 
First-year apprentices will learn first aid, tool and equip- equipment with journeyman lineman present, 

ment names and care and use of basic construction tech- The apprentice will spend the following approximate 
niques. hours learning their craft: 

Apprentices will not climb or work any energized struc- 667 hours - Line work processes involving safety, first 
ture or equipment. tools, equipment name, care and use. 

Second-year apprentices learn use of work area records, 2,000 hours — All non-energized equipment involving 

Construction project 
A major construction is under way at this time. Located 

on Route 150 (see map) east one mile from the Shamrock 
Inn, a single-phase line that presently serves approximately 
75 members will be rebuilt with a new three-phase line. The 
single-phase was nearing the point that serious voltage drop 
would occur and cause problems with members’ appliances. 

Engineering studies indicated this problem could occur 
in the near future. This line will take nearly six weeks to 
construct. Many trees will be trimmed and removed. The 
terrain is hilly and this, along with the amount of vehicular 
traffic on Route 150, will cause construction to take longer 
than usual. 

Once this line is built, load will be distributed more 
evenly and system and service reliability will improve. 

We apologize for any inconvenience that this may cause 
and appreciate your understanding for the periodic power 

outages you have experienced. 

July 1985 
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RIGHT STUFF (cont.) 
climbing methods, tree trimming and con¬ 
struction, including secondary, single- and 
three-phase primary. These include over¬ 
head and underground construction. 

2,000 hours— Low-voltage energized lines, involving 
setting single-phase and multi-phase meters, 
erection of poles, use of power equipment, 
including hydraulic and other power equip¬ 
ment. This is for overhead and under¬ 
ground construction. 

2,667 hours— Hotline work on single- and three-phase 
lines involving installation of transformers, 
arrestors, capacitors, oil circuit reclosers, 
sectionalizers and regulators; cover-up 
equipment; trouble shooting and emer¬ 
gency repairs; and changing of poles, cross- 
arms and insulators; including use of all 
hotline tools, especially rope blocks and 
knot tieing. This includes both overhead 
and underground construction. 

400 hours — Familiarization with residential and com¬ 
mercial wiring, various electrical measuring 
devices, including basic meters, multi-phase 
meters and recording meters. 

266 hours — Work records, involving all records neces¬ 
sary in completion of connects, discon¬ 
nects, meter changes, work orders, and 
material charge out forms, etc. 

11 

Crop drying reminder 
If you are planning to install a new crop dryer or 

increase your existing drying facility by upgrading existing 
motor size, don’t forget to check with the Engineering 
Services Department before you buy. 

Many times what you, the member, perceive as a small 
addition can lead to changing out poles, transformer and 
wire to meet your drying requirements. Occasionally it may 
require rebuilding a line from single-phase to three-phase. 
An improvement of this nature takes a considerable amount 
of time to engineer and then to construct. 

Proper planning by you can eliminate last-minute 
problems. Our engineering services Department is ready to 
assist in any changes in your service, be it crop drying or 
any other type of installation. 

Total: 8,000 hours. 
Additionally, the apprentice must attend nine hours of 

classroom training per month for the four-year period. 
Tests are taken, passing grades must be maintained and they 
are evaluated every six months for their progress. 

The linemen you meet are well-trained but, just as a 
doctor or mechanic, their training never ceases. As tech¬ 
nology changes, they must learn about new pieces of equip¬ 
ment, etc. Wire today is a bigger size to match the ever 
increasing loads that homes, farms and businesses use. 

Your lineman performs under hazardous and stressful 
situations. When outages occur, think about the conditions 
faced in the winter. This year, five of our men experienced 
frostbite restoring service to members. Roads are often 
slippery and night travel is dangerous. Add to this that they 
are working with 7,200 volts. One mistake easily can result 
in a fatality. Even though you work with electricity for 
many years you can never become complacent. You must 
constantly check to make sure everything that was sup¬ 
posed to be done was! 

Our linemen are trained professionals that possess the 
“right stuff” to provide the service that is required to build 
and maintain an efficient and effective rural electric coop¬ 
erative. We are, and we think you should be, proud of the 
job they perform as well as all the other cooperative per¬ 
sonnel. All of us are dedicated to provide you the best 
service possible. 

Utility rate crisis 
1. Natural gas will be made available to all rural areas at 

no extra cost. 
2. Water districts have been formed and all counties will 

have city water delivered to their homes at no extra cost 
and at the same rate charged in the city. 

3. Cable television will be run to the rural areas to all 
interested at no extra cost within the next year. 

Can’t wait until it comes to your place? It would be 
great if all the above were true! But it is not! Nor are there 
any plans to do any of these items? 

Rural density does not offer incentives to serve con¬ 
sumers as in the case of cities. 

Your cooperative serves over 2,700 miles of line and its 
density factor is 3.8 members per mile. Compare this to 
national averages of 35 consumers per mile, which are 
investor-owned utilities and you can see one of the reasons 

no one wants to serve the rural areas. 
As stated in the bylaws, “The aim of Corn Belt Electric 

Cooperative Inc. (hereinafter called the Cooperative) is to 
make electric energy available to its members at the lowest 
cost consistent with sound economy and good manage¬ 
ment, and the cooperative shall not be operated for pecu¬ 
niary profit either to itself or its members.” To this goal 
your cooperative is dedicated. 
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Prepare for severe 
The weather is always a prime consideration when 

planning any outdoor activity in Illinois during the summer 
months. It’s wise to know the weather forecast for the 
period of time you plan to be outdoors. Whether you’re 
doing farm field work, picnicking, camping, boating, 
cycling, swimming or whatever, don’t let unexpected 
weather conditions spoil your outings or endanger your life. 

Weather conditions can become dangerous with little 
warning, especially in Illinois at this time of year. Fre¬ 
quently changing weathe conditions can easily catch you 
by surprise. If getting wet by a sudden rain shower was the 
worst that could happen, we wouldn’t be very concerned. 
But there are life-threatening hazards which occur during 
sudden thunderstorms that everyone should be aware of. 
They include being struck by lightning or the victim of 
tornadoes, high winds and flash floods that often accom¬ 
pany torrential rains. 

Always be weather-wise. Observe the sky frequently. 
You can usually see a thunderstorm developing in advance. 
Don’t let a sudden thunderstorm catch you by surprise. 

LIGHTNING 
Lightning kills more people in this country than torna¬ 

does, hurricanes and floods combined. The reason is alarm¬ 
ingly simple. Lightning occurs in every thunderstorm, no 
matter how mild or severe. There are 30 or more thunder¬ 
storms per year at any given place and most occur during 
the summer months. This is no reason to panic, however. 
Odds are slight that you will be struck by lightning. Some 
common sense precautions can make the odds even smaller. 

Five areas where lightning casualties often occur are 
under trees, in open water, in open field, at the golf course 
and at the telephone. 

If you are caught out in the open during a thunder¬ 
storm: 
• Do not take shelter under a tree or other tall object. 
• Avoid shelter in small isolated sheds in open areas. 
• Seek shelter in low-lying area such as a ravine or valley, 
but be careful of a ditch with a wet bottom — it may pro¬ 
vide a better conductor of electricity than the surrounding 
area. 
• Keep away from fences, tractors or other metal objects 
that could attract lightning to your body. 
• In a forest, seek shelter in a low area under a thick grove 
of small trees. 
• Get out of and away from open bodies of water. 
• If you are in a group, spread out. Stay several yards 
apart so the smallest number will be affected should light¬ 
ning strike. 
• Get into a car — it’s safer than being in the open should 
lightning strike. 

Indoors, in your home or other large structure, is the 
safest place to be in a thunderstorm, but stay away from 
fixtures connected to plumbing or electrical wiring. Stay 
away from open doors and windows. Don’t use the tele¬ 
phone unless it’s an emergency. Be aware of the possibility 
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weather in Illinois 
of fire in case the building is struck by lightning. 

TORNADOES AND HIGH WIND 
Wind storms frequently accompany thunderstorms. 

These are a threat to mobile homes, in particular. Mobile 
homes which are not properly tied down and anchored are 
extremely susceptible to wind damage. 

Recreational vehicles of all kinds are vulnerable to high 
winds when driven on the highways. The sudden gusty 
winds of a thunderstorm can catch a driver off guard and 
force the vehicle from the roadway. 

If you suspect strong winds which are often seen as dust 
being picked up into the air ahead of a storm, pull from the 
roadway and park the vehicle into the wind until the storm 
has passed. Do not remain in the vehicle if shelter is avail¬ 
able nearby. Take cover in a building or lie flat in a ravine 
or ditch to wait out the storm. 

Tornadoes which occasionally accompany thunder¬ 
storms are the most devastating of storms and should be 
avoided at all costs. 

If you are in a vehicle in the open and see a funnel cloud 
approaching, leave the area as rapidly as possible. If you 
can’t escape the path of the tornado, stop and get away 
from the vehicle. Lie flat in a ravine or ditch and protect 
your head from flying debris. It’s a good idea to take cover 
whenever you encounter an unusually severe storm. Dark¬ 
ness or heavy rain can obscure a funnel cloud — take cover 
just in case. 

Office buildings, factories, shopping centers and schools 
usually have a designated area at which to find shelter in 
case of a tornado. An interior hallway on the lowest level 
usually provides the most protection. In your home, the 
basement usually provides the greatest safety. 

Mobile homes (even when properly secured) are not 
likely to survive a tornado and should be evacuated when a 
tornado threatens. Many parks have a designated com¬ 
munity shelter, such as a sturdily constructed laundry 
building. 

FLASH FLOODS 
Torrential rains which may accompany thunderstorms 

can cause flash flooding. This is especially true in urbanized 
areas with an abundance of pavement. Motorists should 
avoid being caught in low-lying areas or in underpasses 
where water accumulates rapidly during a storm. Flash 
flood waters can stall vehicles and threaten occupants with 
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Severe weather (cont.) 
drowning. On the open highway, cars caught in low areas 
by flood waters are often swept from the roadway. Do not 
drive in heavy rain unless you can see clearly ahead. 

Camping near a stream can prove hazardous in the event 
of torrential rain. Examine your campsite closely to be sure 
you can escape quickly should the stream begin rising 
rapidly. 

FINAL WARNING 
The National Weather Service keeps close watch on all 

kinds of severe weather conditions. They issue frequent 
radio and television bulletins advising of severe weather 
developments in your area. They also give actual warnings 
of tornadoes, severe thunderstorms and flash flooding. 
National Weather Service warnings and alerts are for the 
protection of all citizens — take them seriously. 

It is impossible to give warnings to everyone in every 
situation. But it is imperative that everyone be weather- 
wise. Just as energy-wise consumers monitor their home 
energy use, a weather-wise citizen keeps an eye on the sky 
to be aware of weather developments. Don’t let the one-in- 
a-thousand or even the one-in-a-million chance make you 
another tragic statistic. Be weather-wise. 

Don't let your vacation 
cause a billing problem 

Vacation time is here for many of us and we would like 
to remind all our members to make arrangements for pay¬ 
ing their bill if they afe planning to be away from home. 

Your bill is mailed around the 15th of the month and 
payments must be in the office not later than the 5th of the 
next month to avoid paying a penalty. 

Please make arrangements with a relative or neighbor 
for your bill payment or contact the billing department for 
information regarding your bill payment. 

Help lighten our load 
Your electric cooperative must provide adequate electrical capacity to 

meet energy demands when electric use hits a peak. As peaks get higher, 
more power plants are needed to generate enough electricity to meet this 
expensive peak demand required by consumers. On the hottest days when 
everyone turns on their air conditioners, you can help your electric coop¬ 
erative control its peak demand by turning your thermostat to a warmer 
setting. 

Shifting electric energy use to off-peak periods helps make the most 
efficient use of existing generating capacity, delays the need for more 
power plants and helps limit future rate increases. Help your electric coop¬ 
erative control summer peaks — and save money on your electric bill, too. 

You can do something about higher costs by limiting the use of your 
heat producing appliances on hot summer days. It will help your electric 
cooperative reduce its peak load at times when electricity use is highest 
(4-10 p.m.) and save your cooperative purchased power costs. 
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Roy Raney 
closes out 

varied career 
Roy Raney 

Roy Raney, whose official retirement date is August 28, 
worked his last day June 7, after 18 years of service to the 
Cooperative. Roy’s title at the Cooperative was utility 
repairman. His career at the Cooperative encompassed a 
multitude of various tasks that ranged from scrubbing 
floors, fixing lawnmowers to part-time mechanic and cable 
locator. 

For the past six months, Roy has been the night dis¬ 
patcher from 4 p.m. to midnight at the office, answering 
and dispatching outage calls to end his career at Corn Belt 
Electric. 

Before joining the Cooperative, Roy owned a service 
station and spent about half his career as a salesman for 
toys, office equipment and rubber products, to name a few 
items. 

Roy will be 65 in August and lives at 1118 E. Washing¬ 
ton in Bloomington. He’ll be spending more time on the 
links at Lakeside Country Club with his wife, Inez, and 
working on a small apartment building they own. 

He will be honored at a dinner at Lakeside Country Club 
in August to celebrate his 18 years of dedicated service to 
the Cooperative. 

The Cooperative extends congratulations to Roy and 
Inez and wish them many happy years to travel, golf and 
enjoy all their hobbies. 
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Electric bills and future costs 

Soyland Power Cooperative 
In an effort to better educate and inform the members 

of Corn Belt Electric Cooperative, we are featuring an 
article this month on our power supplier, Soyland Power 
Cooperative. This report is specifically a question and 
answer that every member is asking more and more: 
“What’s happening to my bill and future power cost?” 

Corn Belt Electric Cooperative is one of 15 members of 
Soyland Power Cooperative, Inc., the power supply cooper¬ 
ative. Soyland was organized in 1963 to develop and pro¬ 
vide a reliable supply of wholesale power to its member- 
systems. To meet the anticipated electric energy require¬ 
ments Soyland, on behalf of its member-cooperatives, 
signed contractual agreements with Illinois Power to 
participate in the ownership of the Clinton Power Station 
which Illinois Power is building. 

At the time these agreements were being considered, the 
demand for energy was growing at the 8 percent per year 
level and nuclear energy was projected to be the lowest cost 
energy source of the future. In addition to the Clinton 
ownership participation, Soyland elected to proceed with 
plans to construct a coal-fired generating plant to meet its 
additional capacity and energy requirements. 

As you are well aware, economic conditions changed 
drastically in the early 1980’s. We experienced double-digit 
inflation, short-term interest costs as high as 21 percent, 
and a recession in agriculture areas due to low commodity 
prices. All of these factors combined together demanded a 
review of past decisions and the affect they would have on 
the future. 

As a result of this review, Soyland continued its involve¬ 
ment in the nuclear Clinton Power Station with financial 
obligations limited; the coal-fired plant that was planned 
to be in service in 1985 at a cost of approximately 
$950,000,000 was cancelled. Soyland negotiated with utili¬ 
ties, both in state and out of state, to obtain the needed 
energy at the lowest possible cost such that the high capital 
cost associated with Soyland’s participation in Clinton 
could be diluted in an effort to maintain reasonable power 
costs. In addition, it was in the cooperative’s interest to 
terminate the short-term wholesale power contracts with 
Illinois Power and others, thus providing control over 
future costs and not remaining at the mercy of others. 

The majority of these negotiations were completed in 
October 1984 and resulted in Soyland being able to estab¬ 
lish on a long-term contractual basis, for existing energy 
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capacity at significantly lower costs than would be avail¬ 
able under any short-term wholesale power contract that 
existed with utility companies in the past. A new power 
supply agreement was negotiated and became effective 
January 1, 1985, and it is the basis upon which we can 
expect stable electric rates in the late 1980s and the fore¬ 
seeable future. 

As you can see, many alternatives were considered in our 
planning for future energy needs, including construction of 
our own coal-fired plant. As of January 1, 1985, Soyland is 
no longer purchasing wholesale power from Illinois Power 
Company. Soyland is now participating on an “as if owned 
basis” in all plants Illinois Power owns which were con¬ 
structed prior to 1976. In addition, Soyland will be parti¬ 
cipating in a similar agreement with Central Illinois Public 
Service Company for the remainder of their power supply 
requirements. Now and in the future, our energy will be 
from the lowest cost source available, whether it be from 
Illinois, Missouri, Indiana or Iowa. 

From time to time, your Cooperative will address other 
power supply issues that we hope will be of great interest 
to all our members. 

Add-on heat pump works 
in summer and winter 

It’s easy to think about heat in midsummer, since the 
sun provides so much of it. That’s also why you should 
think about the electric add-on heat pump. Because it 
removes unwanted heat, cooling your home just like a 
central air conditioner. 

And while you’re on the subject of heat, you might as 
well be thinking about efficiently putting heat back into 
your home this winter. Because the versatile add-on heat 
pump can do that for you, too. This highly efficient system 
can take over about 75 percent of more of the heating 
duties from your less-efficient forced-air furnace. On days 
that are too cold for the heat pump, your furnace provides 
the heat. 

It’s an economical arrangement that allows each system 
to operate when it’s most efficient. When you’ve got heat 
on your mind, either taking it out of your home or putting 
it in, think ahead a little. Consider the efficient, versatile 
add-on heat pump. For more information, contact the 
member services department. 
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Summer filled with construe 

Left: Bruce Hill, construction foreman, works on new three-phase line on U.S. 150 east of Towanda-Barnes Road. Right: Danny Slice, 
lineman (kneeling), checks location of anchor with Bob Campbell, truck driver, on U.S. Route 150. 

Left: Tree trimming and removal was performed in conjunction with new line. Right: Retirement of old poles and wire is one of last items 
to be performed. Construction was completed two weeks ahead of schedule. 

Growth in Hedgewood subdivision 

Left: Trencher digging trench for underground cable to home in Hedgewood subdivision. Secondary cable is buried at least three feet deep. 
We remind all members not to build decks, patios, etc. over underground cable. If repairs have to be made serious problems would occur. 
Right: Keith Campbell, maintenance foreman, working on service to a new house in Hedgewood subdivision. 
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>n projects 
Underground work at North Pointe 

Left: Jim Buggar, maintenance foreman, in trench checks with Dan Beard, apprentice, on new line being installed at North Pointe subdivi¬ 
sion. Right: Beard operates trencher. Construction continues this summer in North Pointe subdivision as new homes continue to be built. 

Hit-and-run causes power outage 

Left: A car hit a pole early in July south of Parnell and west of Farmer City. It was a hit-and-run and caused a power outage. Temporary 
repairs were made. The following day a new pole had to be set. Right: Chuck West, construction foreman, prepares an OCR breaker to be 
placed on new pole. Note the piece of broken pole lying on ground. 

Left: Jim Coan, truck driver, checks to make sure all broken pieces have been picked up and secured to pole trailer. Right: Jim Dustin (left), 
lineman, and Lynn Curtis, maintenance foreman, work on final repairs before line is put back in service. 
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In summer, defer use of 
heat-producing appliances 

Summer usage does affect your electric bill. You can 
actually control your kilowatt-hour cost to a big degree. 
The wholesale supplier operates with a summer peak, which 
means that all of the baseload capacity is being consumed 
and older standby generating units are turned on to meet 
the excessive demand for power during a certain time. 
These older standby units are less efficient and, therefore, 
more expensive to operate. The WPCA part of your bill 
reflects the additional cost of producing all power. 

Air conditioners and heating appliances such as a stove, 
dryer, dishwasher and water heater are the high-usage appli¬ 
ances in the home. The compounding factor affecting 
summer usage is that when heating appliances are used they 
produce heat, which in turn causes your air-conditioning 
system to work longer. Deferring the use of your heat- 
producing appliances until the cooler part of the day not 
only lowers your peak house demands for the utility, but 
also reduced your demands on the air conditioner, lowering 
the amount of electricity needed to cool your home. 

Normally early morning and late evenings are the best 
time to operate these heat-producing appliances. The com¬ 
mercial loads are less at this time. 

One other factor which affects the cost of your electric 
energy is the cost of constructing new power plants. If the 
overall peaks can be controlled and reduced, the need for 
new plant construction can be deferred. 

Office closing 
Corn Belt Electric’s office will be closed Monday, 

September 2, for Labor Day. In case of a power out¬ 

age, please call 1-800-322-6541. 

Joyce Miller 
retires from 

Corn Belt 
Joyce Miller 

Joyce Miller, whose official retirement date is August 
23, worked her last day June 28, after 31 years of service to 
the Cooperative. Joyce’s title at the Cooperative was 
cashier. 

As cashier, Joyce has seen the number of receipts 
handled by the co-op grow significantly. There were 5,534 
members when she joined the co-op. Now, more than 
10,500 are served in a 10-county area. 

The biggest change Mrs. Miller witnessed was a welcome 
one in 1976 — computerization. “We did all the bookkeep¬ 
ing by hand before. Now we even open mail by machine,” 
she said. 

Joyce will be 62 in August and lives at 1205 S. Lee in 
Bloomington with her husband, Chuck, who retired in 1983 
from Paul F. Beich Company, after working there 42 years. 
Her daughters are Kyle King of rural Bloomington and Nita 
Kwitkowski of Elgin. 

She will be honored at a dinner at Lakeside Country 
Club with her husband, Chuck, in August to celebrate her 
31 years of dedicated service to the cooperative. 

The Cooperative extends congratulations to Joyce and 
Chuck and wish them many happy and healthy years to 
enjoy their grandchildren and pursuits of enjoyment. 

Help lighten our load 
Your electric cooperative must provide adequate electrical capacity to 

meet energy demands when electric use hits a peak. As peaks get higher, 
more power plants are needed to generate enough electricity to meet this 
expensive peak demand required by consumers. On the hottest days when 
everyone turns on their air conditioners, you can help your electric coop¬ 
erative control its peak demand by turning your thermostat to a warmer 
setting. 

Shifting electric energy use to off-peak periods helps make the most 
efficient use of existing generating capacity, delays the need for more 
power plants and helps limit future rate increases. Help your electric coop¬ 
erative control summer peaks — and save money on your electric bill, too. 

You can do something about higher costs by limiting the use of your 
heat producing appliances on hot summer days. It will help your electric 
cooperative reduce its peak load at times when electricity use is highest 
(4-10 p.m.) and save your cooperative purchased power costs. 
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REPORT TO THE MEMBERS 
By JEFF REEVES, Manager 

All members of Com Belt Electric have been 
experiencing increases in their electric rates. Even 
though the cooperative has taken many steps to 
reduce expenses at our distribution cooperative, 
your rates have still been rising. Our cost-cutting 
measures are effective, because we are providing 
our members dependable electric power with 16 
percent fewer employees than we had in 1980. 

You may be asking yourself the question, "If the 
cooperative is doing such a good job in controlling 
costs, why are my bills still increasing?" The elec¬ 
tric bills you pay are made up of distribution costs 
and generation costs. Thus far, I have been discuss¬ 
ing only distribution costs. In fact, distribution costs 
to date make up only 31 percent of total costs to 
serve you. The costs to generate the electricity 
make up the other 69 percent. 

The past 46 years, Corn Belt Electric Cooperative 
has been purchasing power from Illinois Power 
Company (85 percent) and Central Illinois Light 
Company (15 percent) under short-term wholesale 
power contracts. It became apparent in the mid 
1970's that to guarantee electric power when 
needed, at the lowest possible price, the coopera¬ 
tives of Illinois would be required to have their own 
generation. 

As of January 1, 1985, your cooperative now has 
its own source of generation through Soyland Power 
Cooperative, made up of Corn Belt Electric Coop¬ 
erative and 14 other Illinois electric cooperatives. 
The next seven pages of this special issue will dis¬ 
cuss how Soyland Power Cooperative will meet our 
power supply needs. 

I am now going to do what very few utilities have 
ever done and that is to inform its consumers of 
electric rate projections for the next 10 years. 

The rate projections I am giving you are based 
on many factors. And, these are factors which may 
be subject to change over the next 10 years. Some 
of these factors are: projected future kilowatt-hour 
sales and kilowatt demand, number of new member- 
consumers, new federal and state regulations (i.e. 
acid rain legislation), inflation, interest rates, and, 
finally, costs of new generation coming on-line. As 
members of Corn Belt Electric Cooperative, you 
should be kept informed as to our best estimate of 
future electric rates. 

Our projections show the cooperative's rates from 
1985 through 1994 will increase at approximately 
today's rate of inflation. It should be pointed out 
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that the greatest increase will come in the early 
years when the cost of the Clinton Power Station is 
phased into our rates. However, our projections also 
show that there will be no year in which rates will 
increase as much as 10 percent. 

I urge all of you members to take the time to read 
the next seven pages, so you may understand what 
progress Soyland Power Cooperative has made in 
securing our power supply for the future. We are 
reprinting the Manager's Report, presented by E.H. 
Williams, general manager of Soyland Power Coop¬ 
erative, to the Soyland member cooperative systems 
at the August 15, 1985, annual meeting of Soyland 
Power Cooperative. 

Corn Belt Electric Cooperative's future looks very 
bright. As you read Mr. Williams' report, I think 
you will agree. We do have price increases to deal 
with in the short term, but in the long term, electric 
prices look very stable. 

If you have any questions concerning my report 
or Mr. Williams', please feel free to contact me. 

»<w° 

Corn Belt Electric News LOCAL 662-5330 

LONG DISTANCE 1-800-322-6541 



Soyland Manager's Report 

E. H. Williams, Executive Vice President and General Manager 

Soyland Power Cooperative has 
arrived at a point in his¬ 

tory where we can focus on the 
many opportunities before us. 
On January 1, 1985, we began 
operating as a total utility system. 
We secured sources of adequate 
and reliable power supply pro¬ 
viding for the energy future of 
our member-cooperatives. We are 
in control of our own destiny and 
have unlimited opportunities 
before us that did not appear 
possible a few short months ago. 

Power Supply 
Since January 1st Soyland Power 
Cooperative and Western Illinois 
Power Cooperative have been 
operating as a single power sup¬ 
ply organization, providing all 
electrical energy requirements 
for 22 of the 27 Illinois distribu¬ 
tion cooperatives. Under the 
pooling arrangement, we have 
entered into long term power 
supply contracts to purchase on 
an "as-if-owned" basis fossil- 
fueled generating capacity from 
Illinois Power Company and Cen¬ 
tral Illinois Public Service Com¬ 
pany. This capacity, combined 
with our ownership interest in the 

nuclear Clinton Power Station 
and our 56 megawatts of 
cooperative-owned generation, 
will meet our power supply needs 
well into the 1990's. 

The power supply contracts 
with Illinois Power and CIPS 
allow for optimum use of existing 
and future generation and 
transmission facilities. We are 
able to utilize this existing 
capacity for a much lower cost 
than if we would have built a 
power plant on our own or con¬ 
tinued under wholesale purchase 
arrangements. 

We will receive a percentage of 
the capacity from each of the 
Illinois Power and CIPS fossil- 
fueled plants—plants that were 
built from the 1940's through the 
1970's at substantially lower con¬ 
struction costs than we are faced 
with today. By fully utilizing these 
existing generating plants, both 
the member-consumers of the 
cooperatives and utility customers 
will benefit. 

These power supply contracts 
also provide for pooled dispatch¬ 
ing of cooperative generation into 
the Illinois Power and CIPS ser¬ 
vice areas to promote the max¬ 

imum use of the lowest cost, most 
economical generation available. 
The pooling of IP, CIPS and 
cooperative energy demands 
allows us to take advantage of the 
differing load patterns and 
generation costs of each system. 
This will provide for optimum use 
of generating plants, resulting in 
lower costs than could be 
achieved if Soyland, WIPCO, 
CIPS, and Illinois Power each 
operated independently. Pooled 
generation will also allow for the 
greatest possible use of the low- 
cost energy which will be 
available from the Clinton Power 
Station beginning in late 1986. 
The agreements also promote 
continued coordination and plan¬ 
ning of joint generating facilities 
to help stabilize power costs well 
into the future for the customers 
of the investor-owned utilities and 
the member-consumers of the 22 
electric distribution cooperatives 
served by Soyland and WIPCO. 

The pooling agreement be¬ 
tween Western Illinois Power 
Cooperative and Soyland Power 
Cooperative is a unique arrange¬ 
ment for the benefit of the 22 
electric distribution cooperatives 
and their 150,000 member- 
owners. It is a "cooperative ven¬ 
ture" in the truest sense of the 
word, among electric coopera¬ 
tives and their members, and the 
investor-owned public utilities 
who had excess capacity 
available for sale. With this long¬ 
term power supply planning 
arrangement, we will be assured 
of adequate capacity to meet the 
needs of our 22 
member-cooperatives. 

Clinton Accomplishments 
The Clinton Power Station was 
the scene of major accom¬ 
plishments during the past 12 
months as work progressed on 
the 950-megawatt generating unit. 
As of July 1985 construction of 
the plant was over 95% complete 
and 85% of the plants systems 
had been turned over to the 
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E. H. Williams 

operating staff for testing. Work 
is progressing at a very rapid 
pace, with fuel load scheduled 
for January 1986 and full power 
operation by the end of 1986. 

Several major construction 
milestones were accomplished at 
the plant during the past 12 
months: 
• In November, 1984 the reactor 

cooling system was completed. 
• In December, 1984 the reactor 

pressure vessel and coolant 
system integrated flush began 
and was completed January 1, 
1985. This process is a final 
verification of cleanliness in¬ 
side all piping systems that 
supply fluids to the reactor 
vessel. 

• In February 1985 the reactor 
vessel cold hydrostatic 
pressure test was successfully 
completed. 

• On July 3, 1985 the hot opera¬ 
tions test began and was suc¬ 
cessfully completed a full two 
weeks ahead of schedule on 
July 28. This was an extremely 
significant test because it tests 
the plant while operating at 
full pressure and temperature. 
The plant reacts just as if it 
were operating, but no nuclear 
fuel had yet been loaded into 

the reactor. The reactor is 
heated for this test by running 
large reactor recirculation 
pumps which generate friction- 
heat. 

To provide assurances to the NRC 
that the design of Clinton and the 
process that produced it meet re¬ 
quirements, Illinois Power hired 
the Bechtel Power Corporation to 
perform an Independent Design 
Review (IDR). The final report, 
issued to the NRC in January 
1985, concludes, "The assessment 
of the overall design is that there 
is reasonable assurance that the 
design is technically acceptable, 
based upon the reviews per¬ 
formed and comparable exper¬ 
ience of the IDR Team." The NRC 
has completed its review of the 
report and Illinois Power is com¬ 
pleting committments made in 
light of that review. 

Illinois Power Company, the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission, 
the office of the Illinois Attorney 

General, and Prairie Alliance, an 
environmental group, reached a 
negotiated settlement on January 
29, 1985, which could eliminate 
the need for public hearings on 
issuing an operating license for 
the nuclear Clinton Power Sta¬ 
tion. Illinois Power agreed to 
modify control room instruments. 
The NRC agreed to undertake a 
"construction appraisal team" in¬ 
spection. This was completed in 
July 1985 and the NRC will issue 
a report before fuel loading. 

During the latter part of July 
1985 the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission conducted a "case 
load" inspection to evaluate con¬ 
struction progress and the realism 
of meeting the scheduled fuel 
load date. The NRC findings 
were that progress overall was 
"very commendable" and that the 
pre-operational test program be¬ 
tween now and fuel loading was 
"ambitious but achievable." The 
fuel load date of January 1986 

Soyland/WIPCO energy is dispatched by the Illinois Power Company 
Dispatch Center in Decatur. Under power supply agreements with IP and 
Central Illinois Public Service Company, central dispatch means we are able 
to utilize lower cost generating units to meet the energy requirements of our 
combined systems. 
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was considered by the NRC to be 
''achievable." 

Throughout the past 12 months 
Illinois Power worked extensively 
with the Institute of Nuclear 
Power Operations (INPO) to 
ensure safe and reliable opera¬ 
tion of the Clinton Power Station 
when construction is completed. 
In luly INPO conducted a site 
review to determine the pre- 
operational readiness of the 
plant. No major findings 
detrimental to the completion 
schedule for the plant resulted 
from this inspection. INPO was 
established in 1979 by the 
nuclear electric utility industry to 
promote quality construction and 
safe operation of nuclear power 
plants. The formation of INPO 
marked a commitment by each 
utility to accept evaluation by 
peer review. 

Provisions of the power supply 
agreement which was signed in 
October 1984 between Soyland/ 
WIPCO and Illinois Power Com¬ 
pany limit the cooperatives direct 
construction cost of the Clinton 
Power Station to $450 million. 
Should our share of the cost of 
the plant exceed the $450 million 
limit, our combined 20% owner¬ 
ship share will be reduced 
proportionately. 

We anticipate the ownership 
percentage of Clinton for 
Soyland/WIPCO to be reduced 
based on the final constructed 
cost of the plant. This will result 
in a reduction in capacity but 
through our joint economic 
dispatch agreement with Illinois 
Power, the energy costs will re¬ 
main low and the lost capacity 
will still provide some benefit to 
cooperative members. 

In January we were very for¬ 
tunate to have Jim Greenwood 
join our staff as Manager of 

Power Supply. A mechanical 
engineer with over 35 years of 
experience, Jim is in charge of 
monitoring our ownership interest 
in the Clinton Power Station. As 
the representative of Soyland/ 
WIPCO he is involved in all 
aspects of construction and 
operations with regard to our 
ownership of the Clinton Power 
Station. 

Prior to joining Soyland, Jim 
was employed in positions rang¬ 
ing from control room operator in 
a Canadian power plant to assis¬ 
tant plant manager at the Point 
Beach Nuclear Plant in Wiscon¬ 
sin. In addition to his extensive 
experience in nuclear power 
plants, Jim has also been involved 
in operating several large coal- 
fired power plants. 

Jim spends nearly 90% of his 
time at the Clinton Power Station. 
He reports on a regular basis to 
both the Soyland and WIPCO 
Boards of Directors about pro¬ 
gress at the plant. Jim's extensive 
knowledge of the nuclear in¬ 
dustry and his intimate involve¬ 
ment in the construction effort at 
the Clinton plant have added 
security to the cooperatives' 
ownership investment in the 
project. 

Central Dispatch 
The Illinois Commerce Com¬ 

mission has proposed that the 
Illinois regulated electric utilities 
join in a central dispatch system 
which could produce a savings to 
Illinois electricity consumers of 
between $37 and $57 million. 
"The potential exists for a tremen¬ 
dous savings for consumers as 
well as a chance to re-invest in 
our state's coal reserve," ICC 
Chairman Philip R. O'Conner 
said when announcing the central 
dispatch plan. He explained that 
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The 1,800-megawatt Baldwin Power 
Station has been providing baseload 
generating capacity to the Soyland/ 
WIPCO Pool since January 1, 1985. 

central dispatch achieves savings 
by increasing the use of electric 
plants which have low operating 
costs, while decreasing the use of 
plants with high operating costs. 

It is that same potential for 
generating efficiency that we saw 
when we began negotiations with 
Illinois Power Company for power 
supply pooling. Many industry 
observers are skeptical that the 
Illinois Commerce Commission 
central economic dispatch plan 
can be achieved without 
legislative intervention, but as is 
evidenced by our power supply 
agreements with CIPS and IP, 
this is not the case. We will be 
utilizing lower cost generating 
units to meet the energy require¬ 
ments of the combined systems 
resulting in lower energy cost for 
all. 

Diversity Means Reliability 
With our ownership interest in 
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The Clinton Power Station, above, is more than 95% complete and earning high praise from government and industry 
observers as work proceeds toward fuel loading in January 1986. The Soyland/WIPCO Pool will receive 9.4% of the 
capacity of each Central Illinois Public Service coal-fired generating unit on an "as-if-owned" basis. The Newton Power 
Station, below, is the newest CIPS facility. 

the nuclear Clinton Power Sta¬ 
tion, approximately 30% of the 
Soyland/WIPCO energy require¬ 
ments will be met. Combined 
with the coal-fired generating 
capacity we have available, we 
will have two sources of fuel for 
our base load capacity, not just 
nuclear. Such fuel diversity has 
proven beneficial to such utilities 
as Commonwealth Edison Com¬ 

pany during coal supply interrup¬ 
tions due to weather or strikes. 
With the power supply agree¬ 
ments between Soyland/WIPCO 
and Illinois Power Company and 
Central Illinois Public Service 
Company we have achieved 
broad generating plant diversity. 
We have access to 400 megawatts 
of fossil-fueled capacity on the IP 
system . . . 10.7% of each IP 

unit, not a large block of one or 
two units. This means that if one 
of IP's economical base-load 
plants is taken out of service for 
some reason, we only loose our 
share of that plant's capacity . . . 
a small block that can be re¬ 
placed elsewhere. 

In our negotiations with CIPS, 
we have obtained the right to 263 
megawatts of capacity in 1985 
and 1986, and lesser amounts in 
future years, also on an "as-if- 
owned" basis. Again, the CIPS 
contract calls for 9.4% of each 
CIPS coal-fired unit, not large 
blocks of one or two units. With 
these two power supply contracts, 
our 56 megawatts of cooperative- 
owned generation, and our 
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Soyland Managers Report 

Soyland/WIPCO Participation 
in Illinois Power Capacity 

Generating Total Net Soyland/WIPCO 
Unit Capacity (MW) % MW 

Baldwin 1 587 10.7% 62.8 
Baldwin 2 587 10.7% 62.8 
Baldwin 3 587 10.7% 62.8 
Wood River 1 49 10.7% 5.2 
Wood River 2 49 10.7% 5.2 
Wood River 3 49 10.7% 5.2 

Wood River 4 101 10.7% 10.8 
Wood River 5 390 10.7% 41.7 

Havana 1-5 258 10.7% 27.6 
Havana 6 426 10.7% 45.6 
Hennepin 1 74 10.7% 7.9 

Hennepin 2 224 10.7% 24.0 

Vermilion 1 74 10.7% 7.9 

Vermilion 2 107 10.7% 11.5 
Vermilion CT 12 10.7% 1.3 
Jacksonville JT 13 10.7% 1.4 

Stallings CT 91 10.7% 9.7 

Oglesby CT 60 10.7% 6.4 

Bloomington Diesel 2 10.7% 0.2 

3740 10.7% 400 

Continued 

Clinton ownership, members of 
Soyland will enjoy diversity of 
fuel type and diversity among a 
relatively large number of gen¬ 
erating units, from economical 
baseload units to peaking units. 

Capacity Beyond 1994 
The agreements between 
Soyland/WIPCO and the two 
investor-owned utilities, together 
with our Clinton ownership, give 
us adequate capacity to meet our 
energy supply requirements until 
1993. Our projections show that 
we will have a capacity deficit 
beginning in 1994. Just how we 
decide to make up that shortfall 
depends on a number of factors 
. . . changing capacity re¬ 
quirements among our member- 
cooperatives, changes in the 
relative cost of fuels and changes 
in government regulations. Our 
agreement with Illinois Power 
Company provides that we have 
the opportunity to jointly plan 
and participate in future genera¬ 
tion capacity additions so that the 
long range needs of each system 
can be considered. Today in the 

utility business is 1995. It takes at 
least 10 years to plan and build 
any major generating unit. 

Government regulation remains 
the greatest unknown affecting 
electric utility planning for future 
generating capacity. And the 
greatest unknown is how the 
government will ultimately deal 
with the "Acid Rain" issue and a 
planned redrafting of the Clean 
Air Act. A revision of the Clean 
Air Act had been expected in the 
current session of Congress but, 
since no hearings have been 
held, it appears resolution of that 
issue will be put off until next 
year. 

Also put off until next year will 
be final action on the six or seven 
bills introduced or reintroduced 
in this session of the 99th Con¬ 
gress which deal with Acid Rain. 
One of the newest of these is S. 
503 introduced by Senator 

The Soyland/WIPCO Pool has sulhcient capacity to meet the projected re¬ 
quirements ol its member-systems through 1993. Capacity additions lor 1994 
and beyond will depend on the needs of each system in the joint pool. 
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Soyland/WIPCO Participation 
in CIPS Capacity 

Generating Unit 

Coffeen 1 

Coffeen 2 

Grand Tower 3 

Grand Tower 4 

Hutsonville 3 

Hutsonville 4 

Hutsonvile Diesel 

Meredosia 1 

Meredosia 2 

Meredosia 3 

Newton 1 

Newton 2 

Total Net 
Capacity (MW) 

325 

550 

75 

92 

78 

78 

3 

65 

65 

180 

549 

560 

Soyland/WIPCO 
% MW 

9.4% 30.6 

9.4% 51.7 

9.4% 7.0 

9.4% 8.6 

9.4% 7.3 

9.4% 7.3 

9.4% 0.3 

9.4% 6.1 

9.4% 6.1 

9.4% 16.9 

9.4% 51.6 

9.4% 52.6 

2800 9.4% 263 

William Proxmire of Wisconsin. 
His proposal calls for a 10-million 
ton reduction in sulphur dioxide 
emmissions in the eastern 31 
states, including Illinois. 

The Proxmire plan involves two 
phases, first a 5-million ton 
reduction to be achieved by 1991 
with a second 5-million ton 
reduction required between 1992 
and 1998. Proxmire proposes that 
$100 million in Acid Rain 
research be spent over a three- 
year period before 1991. 

None of the legislative pro¬ 
posals on Acid Rain have been 
slated for Congressional hearings 
this year and none are expected. 
However, many industry observers 
expect Acid Rain to move into 
the Congressional spotlight dur¬ 
ing next year's session. Although 

there is still much to be learned 
about the specific impact of elec¬ 
tric utility emmissions on 
acidification of some lakes in the 
Northeastern United States and 
Canada, pressure is building on 
the Congress "to do something." 
Obviously, that "something" may 
be costly to electric utilities and 
the consumers we serve. 

Pike County Site 
Soyland has approximately 1,000 
acres of land located along the 
banks of the Illinois River in Pike 
County which is suitable for a 
power plant site. At the present 
time we have no plans for 
development of a power plant at 
this site. However, we do consider 
this site a valuable asset for 

future use as either a power plant 
site or for an industrial 
application. 

Importance of 
Communication 
Communication at all levels is an 
essential part of our cooperative 
effort. We are placing a strong 
emphasis on communications 
regarding the Soyland/WIPCO 
power supply system and our 
future. Toward that goal we are 
continuing a coordinated com¬ 
munications effort with the 
Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives and our member 
systems to keep our member con¬ 
sumers, governmental leaders, 
the media, industry organizations 
and the general public informed 
and knowledgeable about the 
utility business. 

We made a special effort to 
coordinate tours of the nuclear 
Clinton Power Station for all our 

Soyland General Manager E. H. 
Williams meets with George Brauer 
o/ rural Petersburg, Illinois, a major 
hog farmer and member of Menard 
Electric Cooperative. Williams has 
been a frequent visitor with coop¬ 
erative members served by the 22 
cooperative-systems making up the 
Soyland/WIPCO federations. 
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Sovland Manager's Report 

Continued 

member systems prior to 
tightened security requirements 
after fuel is delivered to the plant 
this fall. Nearly all of our 22 
member-cooperatives and many 
other affiliated organizations 
toured the plant and learned how 
nuclear power will fit into the 
cooperative power supply system. 

Information meetings have been 
held regionally throughout our 
service area providing the 22 
member-cooperative managers, 
directors, and staff an opportun¬ 
ity to ask questions and to learn 
about our power supply opera¬ 
tion. We feel that people to 
people communication is essential 
in our changing times. 

At the G&T, we accept the 
responsibility of working together 
with our member distribution 
cooperatives and the statewide 
association to communicate with 
rural Illinoisans about the 
challenges and problems facing 
the utility industry today. 

Our Opportunities 
The transition of Soyland Power 
Cooperative from a bulk power 
purchaser for resale to its 
members to participating on an 
"as if owned" basis in a mix of 
electric generating capacity 
presents our cooperative mem¬ 
bers with many unique oppor¬ 
tunities. Before January 1985 we 
purchased bulk energy at whole¬ 
sale under short term contracts 
for resale to cooperative 
members. There were few oppor¬ 
tunities for innovative rate 
designs that distribution coop¬ 
eratives could use to help 
member consumers increase their 
use of electric energy in their 
farms, homes or businesses. 

Now the electric cooperative 
members of Soyland and WIPCO 

A record number of cooperative directors, managers, staff and member 
groups toured the nuclear Clinton Power Station during the past year to see 
first hand progress on the plant that is jointly owned by Illinois Power Com¬ 
pany, Soyland and WIPCO. 

have an opportunity to launch 
marketing programs to promote 
increased use of electricity. New 
loads that do not contribute to 
our system peak load will benefit 
all consumers receiving electric 
service from Soyland and WIPCO 
member-systems. Soyland is 
working closely with all 27 elec¬ 
tric distribution cooperatives in 
Illinois to develop a coordinated 
energy marketing and industrial 
development program to benefit 
all electric cooperative members 
in Illinois. 

Effective communications has a high 
priority at Soyland Power Coopera¬ 
tive, with informational meetings 
among members-cooperative boards 
of directors, cooperative staffs and 
the general public to explain the 
benefits of Soyland/WIPCO pooling 
agreements with Illinois Power 
Company and CIPS. 

We have seen solid progress 
this past year at the Clinton 
Power Station and we have suc¬ 
cessfully completed negotiations 
for energy capacity to meet the 
needs of our members. We have 
also successfully integrated the 
operations of Soyland and 
WIPCO so that we are achieving 
a number of economies for the 
benefit of our members. We have 
developed an excellent staff, 
drawing on the strengths of both 
organizations, to serve our 
members well into the future. We 
have built an organization that 
will bring rate stability to our 
combined 22 member electric 
distribution cooperatives and the 
150,000 member-consumers they 
serve. 

I would like to express my 
appreciation to the Board of 
Directors and the staff for their 
support and dedication during 
the past year as we have con¬ 
tinued to chart new waters. With 
their help we have made progress 
and can face the future with 
renewed faith. We can Focus on 
Our Opportunities as we continue 
working to make rural Illinois a 
place to be proud of — not a 
place to be from. 
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Tax change will cut gas, electric bills 
There will be a new law January 1, 1986, that will 

impact your utility bill. 
Governor Thompson has signed a measure that changes 

the way the tax is calculated on two types of energy — 
natural gas and electricity. The law has the effect of 
slapping the automatic tax increase that often accompany 
higher utility rates. 

The law will change the current 5 percent tax on the 
cost of monthly service to a flat rate pegged to how much 
energy a customer uses. 

The new tax will be 0.32 cents for each kilowatt-hour of 
electricity and 2.4 cents on each therm of gas. 

“What does this do to my bill?” is the question that is 

Inside of underground transformer being installed 

Corn Belt Electric 
tests transformers 

This July, your Cooperative was selected by the Rural 
Electrification Administration (REA) as a test site for the 
equipment we purchase. REA supplies the Cooperative with 
a list of approved suppliers and type of equipment that we 
can use to build our system. 

Periodically, they select at random cooperatives to test 
the equipment. Two tests were administered at Corn Belt: 

October 1985 

on the minds of most members. 
For the average Corn Belt Electric Cooperative member 

using 1,000 kilowatt-hours of electricity per month, the 
legislation means a decrease of approximately $1.80 per 
month. As rates increase in the future, this savings will 
become greater. The General Assembly’s budget forecasting 
agency projects the change will save consumers about $225 
million over the next five years. 

This will not affect how the City of Bloomington or 
Town of Normal taxes their citizens. Their tax will con¬ 
tinue to be assessed on the gross; not consumption. 

Remember, this is not effective until January 1, 1986, 
and will appear on the bill you receive in February. 

(1) testing for telephone line noise that would be in trans¬ 
formers. If a transformer would fail this test it would bleed 
over onto the nearest telephone line and cause problems. 
There is a range that has been determined to be acceptable 
or unacceptable to meet the electric industry needs, (2) The 
other one is to ascertain losses on the core of a transformer. 

James Arnold, chairman of the technical standards com¬ 
mittee, and George Keel, engineering technician, conducted 
these tests. 

The tests were conducted on overhead and underground 
transformers of various sizes and manufacturers. The test 
results are then reported to REA as well as each manufac¬ 
turer for their use. 

The testing this day did discover that a problem with 
telephone noise did exist. The manufacturer was notified 
and transformers were returned for replacement. 

This is another way in which your cooperative strives to 
provide the best possible service. 

On left, George Keel, and right, James Arnold, send volt¬ 
ages through transformers to determine losses under the 
various loading conditions. 
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Caulking compound comes in a variety of types, each 
with its pros and cons. When selecting caulk for use in a 
specific place in your home, be sure to read package labels 
for details on what surfaces it does and doesn’t stick to, its 
ability to remain the same through all types of conditions 
and how long it remains effective. 

Oil- or resin-base caulk: Low in cost, but has a short life 
span. Will adhere to wood/masonry/metal, but dries hard 
and is not recommended for cracks that expand and con¬ 
tract. 

Latex-base caulk: Easy to use, paintable, good seal and 
adherence. Vinyl latex suggested only for interior use, and 
acrylic latex (slightly more expensive) may deteriorate if 
used in permanently wet spots. 

Butyl rubber caulk: Excellent adherence to all surfaces, 
good water resistance. Some rubber caulks must “cure” for 
a week, and you can expect considerable shrinkage. 

Elastomeric caulk: These include silicone, polysulfide, 
and polyurethane caulks — most expensive varieties, excel¬ 
lent seal, very elastic in freezing weather. Somewhat harder 
to use; may require primer. Be sure to provide good ventila¬ 
tion during application. 

Urethane foam: This spray foam is good for filling large 
cracks and provides a good insulating seal. 

Fillers: To fill extra-wide cracks before caulking, you 
can use a ropelike material called oakum, or caulking 
cotton, sponge rubber, or fiberglass filler. 

Winter bill help 
Any members who anticipate difficulty in paying their 

winter bill should contact our office before the bill is due. 
Your cooperative understands that unexpected problems 
sometimes occur. We want to assist you;just let us know in 
advance. 

Call before digging! 
Your cooperative reminds you to contact the office at 

least 48 hours before you plan to dig in order that we may 
be able to locate our underground cable that may cause a 
problem. 

We are not part of J.U.L.I.E., which stands for Joint 
Utility Location Information for Excavators. This is a state¬ 
wide program used by the major utilities. 

Please call the office for cable location during normal 
office hours. One phone call may not only prevent service 
interruption but, more importantly, may save a life. 

Remember - if in doubt, call your cooperative for cable 
location. As the old saying goes, “let’s be safe rather than 
sorry.” 

Use care when mowing 
When you are mowing weeds around distribution-line 

poles, be sure to avoid contacting the poles with the 
mower. When the mower rides against the pole, the base 
becomes scored, exposing the inner pole to decaying, 
insects and weather conditions. 

Often the copper groundwire running down the side of 
the pole is cut by the mower also. When a groundwire is 
cut, the effectiveness of lightning protection equipment is 
reduced and the susceptibility of other electrical equipment 
(transformers, regulators, etc.) to lightning damage 
increases. 

By increasing the potential for lightning damage to 
equipment on the distribution system a cut groundwire 
may expose a member’s service to damage from a voltage 
surge. 

So please, when mowing weeds around distribution-line 
poles, don’t let the mower ride against the pole. 

Thanks for answers 
In case you missed the information listed in your Octo¬ 

ber bill, it is being repeated. 
Thank you to all our members for taking time to com¬ 

plete the survey. Approximately 2,500 were returned. A 
special thanks to the following members who drew out the 
10 winning names: George Rea, Natilie Pluria, David Borst, 
Raymond Reed and Pam Clark. 

The 10 lucky winners are: Harold Remmers, Monticello; 
Prairie Chapel Church, Farmer City; Dennis Kirby, 
Towanda; E. H. Egan, Shirley; Rick Heeren, Bloomington; 
Fred Manhart, Bloomington; Paul Streid, Bloomington; 
Karl Swigart, Farmer City; George Craig, Lexington; and 
Robert Benton, Deland. 

The information returned will assist in future decision 
making by your board of directors and management. Again, 
thank you for your participation. 

CORN BELT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC.. BLOOMINGTON. ILLINOIS CORN BELT ELECTRIC C00PE 
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Modern farming requires 

modern farm safety 

Electricity has played a major role in 
the astounding progress of American 
farming . . . helping make Illinois and the 
nation the leading exporters in agricul¬ 
tural commodities. But electric power 
lines present serious potential hazards to 

farmers who don’t exercise care when 
working with tractors, combines, balers, 
augers and other large equipment. 

Watch out for overhead power lines 
when you are driving or towing farm 
equipment. If you have young farm hands 
who are responsible enough to operate 
farm equipment, impress upon them 
the importance of carefully surveying a 
work area or travel route to ensure that 
power lines are well out of the reach of 
any equipment. 

Keep in mind other basic safety 
measures as well during harvesting opera¬ 
tions: Check out your equipment before 
you use it. . . . Make sure your helpers are 
familiar with the equipment they use. . . . 
Shut off power before unclogging or 
fixing a machine. . . . Wear appropriate 
protective equipment. 

One careless moment can cause a 
tragic accident. Don’t let tragedy strike 
your farm. Make this a safe harvest . . . 
for you and your neighbors. 

Co-op not the same 
as 'electric company' 

It is important to make the distinction between terms 

relating to an investor-owned utility (IOU) and an electric 

cooperative. The IOU provides electricity to its customers, 

and its primary goal is to make a profit. These profits are 

returned to the stockholders. 

For those of us working in rural electric cooperatives, we 

seldom refer to you as a customer. While we have a business 

relationship with you, our business is conducted ever mind¬ 

ful of the fact that it is owned and operated by the users, or 

members. Members join together to provide electric service 

to themselves that would be unprofitable if provided by 

any other means. Any return or savings are remitted to 

members as capital credits and in proportion to the use 

each member makes of the cooperative. 

When we refer to you as a member, it is not a contri¬ 

vance. The word “member” has real meaning. You are more 

than a customer and have a part ownership in a demo¬ 

cratically controlled business. 

In becoming a member of an electric cooperative, you 

make an implied pledge to fellow members to “cooperate” 

in advancing the business. Fundamental to the pledge is 

paying your electric bill on time, granting needed rights-of- 

way, supporting cooperative legislative aims, participating 

in activities and business sessions, especially the annual 

meeting, and, perhaps, serving on the board of directors. 

In becoming a member, you agree to share in the respon¬ 

sibility for the volume of business and the capital needed to 

maintain and expand the system. In turn, you have a 

limited liability up to and including the amount of your 

“investment” in the cooperative (accrued capital credits). 

While only a few members can participate in the policy 

decisions of the cooperative, they can help by following our 

activities through the Illinos Rural Electric News and by 

participating in the manner described previously. 

When we consider that this affiliation of some 10,600 

members and their families living on 2,800 miles of Corn 

Belt line enables them to provide themselves with electri¬ 

city at reasonable costs seemingly against all business sense, 

the strength of the cooperative business is demonstrated. 

This invention has served farmers and rural people well. 

INC.. BLOOMINGTON. ILLINOIS CORN BELT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC.. BLOOMINGTON. ILLINOIS 
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Is standby power for you? 
Electric energy is no longer a household luxury. Electri¬ 

city has become an essential servant for farm and home. It 

is no longer a minor inconvenience when the power goes 

off, especially if the outage lasts several hours or more. For 

many, an outage means the discomfort of a furnace that 

does not run, or a refrigerator or freezer full of food that 

may spoil. For others, a prolonged outage may mean that 

livestock in confinement buildings may die. 

Whether electricity is a convenience or a necessity, you 

may be wise to look into the possibility of buying a 

standby generator/alternator for your farm or home. Pro¬ 

longed outages, usually due to severe weather such as 

tornadoes, lightning or ice storms are unavoidable. 

Whether you buy a 35,000-watt generator or a 2,000- 

watt unit, you should be absolutely certain your unit is 

isolated from the local power supplier’s lines any time it is 

generating current. 

You can start up a generator any time and plug a few 

appliances into the outlets that are often built into such 

units. But any time you connect it into your home’s fuse 

box or at the meter pole, you will need a double-throw 

switch. Such switches protect the linemen working to 

restore service, as well as protecting your generator and 

equipment. 

When you are using current from your cooperative’s 

power lines, the transformer at your location is stepping the 

voltage down from possibly 7,200 to the 120 and 240 volts 

that you use in your home. When you run a generator with¬ 

out a double-throw switch installed on your system, you 

may feed 120 volt current back into the transformer. The 

transformer will step it up to 4,160 or 7,200 volts which 

would give a lethal shock to a lineman who may have 

assumed that the line was dead. 

In addition, when the current from the normal source 

comes back on, it almost certainly will ruin your generator 

unless it is isolated from the lines by a double-throw switch. 

This switch must be sized according to the rating of your 

service entrance equipment. Common sizes are 100, 200, or 

400 amperes. Sometimes automatic switches, which are 

part of a control panel, are used when standby service is 

automatic. Otherwise, manually operated switches are used. 

If you have any questions regarding the double-pole, 

double-throw switch, contact Jerry Durflinger, Manager of 

Member Services. 

SAVE ENERGY 
Chimney damper 
should fit tight to 
prevent fireplace drafts 

Pour loose insulation 
or install batting 

between ceiling joists 

Have loose or 
blanket insulation added 
to sidewalls 

Trees and shrubs 
near house will break 

force of wind 

Install storm 
— windows and 

doors 

Caulk around basement 
walls, windows, and 
door frames 

Weatherize now 
before winter catches you cold 

CORN BELT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC., BLOOMINGTON. ILLINOIS CORN BELT ELECTRIC 
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FREE water heaters and a credit 
Your electric cooperative is offering its members an 

opportunity to save two ways: (1) a free energy efficient 
water heater and (2) a monthly credit on your electric bill. 

For a limited time, Corn Belt is offering to its members a 
free SEPCO water heater, considered to be the “Rolls 
Royce” of water heaters, and a water heater timer credit 
that will cut $3.50 off your monthly bills. 

Here is how the deal works: 
• FREE 80-gallon SEPCO water heater with load manage¬ 

ment timer. 
• Pick-up water heater and timer at cooperative head¬ 

quarters in Bloomington. 
• Get a load management credit on your monthly electric 

bill. 
Corn Belt Electric Cooperative members can obtain a 

SEPCO electric water heater, along with a timer, which will 
turn off the water heater from approximately 5-9 p.m. each 
day. By putting the timer on their electric water heater, 
members will receive a $3.50 credit on their electric bill 
each month. That’s a savings of $42 per year. If you want 
to take advantage of the savings without a new water 
heater, we’ll give you a timer for your existing model. 
Either way you recieve the $3.50 credit. 

With Corn Belt Electric’s program, clean, efficient elec¬ 
tricity is competitively priced with LP gas as fuel for your 
domestic water heater. 

All members will benefit from the CBEC water heater/ 
timer program. 

Here’s how that works. Corn Belt Electirc Cooperative 
has several system “peaks,” the period when the maximum 
amount of electricity is being used collectively by members. 
If these peaks can be controlled, overall costs to all cooper¬ 
ative members can be reduced or curtailed. By installing 
more efficient electric water heaters with timers, your 
cooperative can increase its overall load, while smoothing 
out the system peaks. That will help reduce costs for all 
members and help delay the need for additional generating 
capacity. 

The timer is the key to the program. All members with 
LP gas should consider installation of the SEPCO energy 

Corn Belt holiday schedule 
Corn Belt Electric Cooperative’s holiday schedule for 

November is as follows: 
The office will be closed Thursday, November 28, for 

Thanksgiving and Friday, November 29. In case of power 
outage, call 1-800-322-6541. 

Happy Thanksgiving to all our members and employees. 

November 1985 

conservation water heater. On the middle two pages of this 
publication is information that describes the SEPCO water 
heater in detail. Members must pick up the water heater 
and timer at the cooperative’s headquarters in Bloomington 
and have the unit installed. After installation is complete, a 
cooperative representative will inspect it to verify that it 
qualifies for the credit. 

Members must agree to participate in the water heater 
timer project for five years. The cooperative will replace 
defective timers at no cost to the member. The cooperative 
will also supply any needed replacement parts for the water 

heater, at the expense of the member or the manufacturer. 
The timers will be inspected by cooperative employees 

or meter readers at least twice each year. Contact Jerry 
Durflinger, Manager of Members Services at 309/662-53 30, 
if you have any questions. 

Trees Vehicle accidents Wildlife Weather 

Of All the 
Reasons 
for Electrical 
Outages... 
One Makes Absolutely 
No Sense At All 

v*ndals 

Shooting electric distribution lines and equipment is malicious 

destruction of property. Not sport. But vandalism, pure and simple. 

What's worse, this reckless act not only destroys equipment and 

creates outages, but it endangers the lives of the culprits and others. 

Lines fastened around insulators shattered by bullets have been known 

to drop onto shooters, electrocuting them. And innocent people walk¬ 

ing in the area of a downed line are also in danger of being seriously 

injured or killed. 

Who pays for this vandalism? You do, maybe twice. Once as an 

electric cooperative member whose bill helps pay for the maintenance 

required to repair such damage. And twice if you were the victim 

of an outage caused by such a destructive act. 

If you have young hunte5 in your family, stress to them that elec¬ 

trical equipment is not fair game. And if you see anyone shooting 

at electrical equipment, please contact your county sheriff and your 

electric cooperative immediately. 
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Vaughn’s Sepco Heaters Deliver 
the Ultimate in Energy Savings 

According to the Consumers Digest1 article entitled 
“Slide Rule Strategies For Saving Home Energy”... 
“With the profusion of energy-saving devices and claims, 
it has become extremely difficult for most consumers to 
decide which products will help them save the most 
energy for their money. .. What about your water 
heater? Unless it was made in the last three or four years, 
it is probably very inefficient.. . ” 

“Older models have poor insulation, inefficient com¬ 
bustion chambers, and lose considerable heat through the 
tank, jacket and piping... Given all this, don’t hesitate 
to replace your heater with a new, more efficient 
model... 

For the Rolls Royce of waterheaters, look into models 
made by Vaughn Manufacturing Corporation. . . ” 

Here are the reasons why Sepco is... The heater that saves you money i 

Heat Trap 
“In addition, ask a reliable plumber 
about installing a heat trap which keeps 
heated water in the tank rather than let¬ 
ting it rise into the piping, where it can 
lose heat. A plumber will probably charge 
you about $80.00 to $100.00 to install a 
heat trap. . .” 

Our Sepco water heater saves you the ad¬ 
ded expense of having a plumber install a 
heat trap upon installation by having an 
internal, insulated heat trap as a standard 
design feature. This industry-unique 
feature, placed deep within the efficient 
foam insulation can save up to 100 KW* 
hours of energy every year. 

Urethane Foam Insulation 
“Make sure it has a thick foam-insulated 
jacket. . . These featues should cost only 
$20.00 to $40.00 more than you would 
pay otherwise, and will return far more 
than that in energy savings. ” 

Vaughn, a leader in energy-saving 
technology, offers two models of foam in¬ 
sulated tanks specifically designed to save 
you money by reducing yearly operating 
costs. 

The choice of 2” (R-16) or 3” (R-24) of 
high density urethane foam insulation of¬ 
fers you savings of up to $135.00* per 
year, while eliminating the need for costly 
and cumbersome water heater blankets. 

Cold Water Inlet 
Sepco stands alone in the water heater in¬ 
dustry with its uniquely engineered cold 
water inlet diffuser. This special feature 
keeps the incoming cold water at the bot¬ 
tom of the tank, and the hottest water 
available at the top of the tank; it prevents 
the turbulent mixing of hot and cold so 
commonly found in other water heater 
designs. 

'“Slide Rule Strategies For Saving Home Energy, 
♦Per Department of Energy Test Procedures 

/ .i 

Ji. 

Electrical Wiring 
‘ ‘If you buy an electric water heater and 
your utility company has lower rates for 
“off peak” hours, consider installing a 
timer that automatically turns on the 
heater in the early hours of the morning, 
to make the most of the lower rates. ” 

For over 20 years, Vaughn has proudly 
supplied all of the major utilities in New 
England with water heaters for their “off 
peak ” programs. Therefore, all our 
electric heaters have a standard wiring 
diagram designed to accommodate a 
timer (or separate meter) so that you can 
utilize such money saving programs 
without added heater wiring costs. 

Hydrastone® Lining 
‘ ‘ When selecting a water heater, be sure to 
look for these features: 
• Glass Lining (Stone is better, but more 

expensive) 
• Corrosion protection” 
Stone is better. Since 1915, nearly one 
million families have chosen Sepco for 
that very reason. Every Sepco heater has 
Vz” of seamless Hydrastone® lining 
which has proven to be the most effective 
method of preventing tank failure due to 
corrosion. Designed to combat the most 
aggressive water conditions, our 
Hydrastone® , when combined with 
bronze water fittings, guarantees years of 
protection without the need for anode 
rods or dielectric unions. (Please read our 
STONE STORY for a detailed explana¬ 
tion.) 

Consumers Digest, Volume 22, Number 6 (Chicago, IL, 1983), pp. 46-48, 60. 
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The Stone Story 
The heart of every Sepco water heater is the 

Hydrastone® lining which protects the steel tank from 
the corrosive action of water. Corrosion in a water heater 
has essentially two forms: Electrolysis (due to dissimilar 
metals) and Oxidization (or rusting, as when oxygen con¬ 
tacts a steel surface). The combination of our non- 
ferrous, brass plumbing connections and the seamless 
!/2” Hydrastone® lining efficiently protects the inner 
tank from both forms of corrosion. (See figure A). 

Brass fittings, compatible with the copper plumbing, 
are used at all water openings eliminating the need for 
dielectric unions and protecting against corrosion from 
dissimilar metals. 

Unlike the conventional glass lined tank, which tries to 
eliminate corrosion by preventing the water from contac¬ 
ting the steel, a Sepco water heater is protected by 
Hydrastone® which absorbs water and holds it against 
the inner tank. 

As water first enters the tank, it is absorbed into the 
finely porous Hydrastone® lining (see figure B). This in¬ 
itial water contains oxygen capable of creating corrosion 
and is therefore aggressive. Some of the aggressive ox¬ 
ygen will contact the steel tank and actually cause a small 
amount of corrosion. 

This process of corrosion uses all the oxygen in the in¬ 
itial water supply and changes it from aggressive to inert, 
non-corrosive water (see figure C). 

The inert water is now trapped within the 
Hydrastone® lining by adhesion and is never displaced 
throughout the life of the heater. A blanket of non- 
corrosive water lines the entire inner steel tank protecting 
it from further aggressive water and corrosion, without 
the need for anode or sacrificial rods. 

Figure A. Our non-ferrous, brass plumbing connections and the seamless Zz” 
Hydrastone® lining protect the inner tank from corrosion. 

The superior corrosion protection and energy saving 
design features of Sepco water heaters are the reasons 
why they’re called... “the Rolls Royce of Water Heaters”. 

Vaughn manufacturers a complete line of Residential 
and Commercial (up to 52 KW) Electric, Solar and 
Hydronic Storage water heaters. 

Sepco.. .the heater with a heart of stone ! 

386 Elm Street • P. O. Box 5431 • Salisbury, MA 01950-5431 
(617) 462-6683 • Telex: 312099 VAUGHNMF JV 

Figure B. Hydrastone® absorbs water; oxygen contacts steel with a small amount 
of corrosion resulting. 

Figure C. All available oxygen in initial water supply is converted to inert, non- 
corrosive water which is trapped in the Hydrastone® lining, protecting the steel 
tank from any further corrosion. 
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Preparations for 
winter storms 

Mother Nature will soon be descending upon Central 

Illinois. Freezing rain, snow and strong wind will greet us 

one day. A severe storm can interrupt the electricity we 

require for life support. 

It is the intent of the Cooperative when there is a power 

outage that affects many members (involving a subdivision, 

major line, or substation) that a local radio station be 

notified and informed of the cause of damage, if known, 

and the projected restoration time. This is currently our 

practice and the radio station contacted is WJBC-WBNQ in 

Bloomington. That station’s coverage area can reach the 

majority of our membership. 

When a major storm (ice storm, tornado, etc.) occurs, 

more radio stations will be used. Along with WJBC, the 

following stations in a specific area will be contacted: 

WMLA-FM in LeRoy; WSOY-AM in Decatur; WHOW-AM in 

Clinton and WMBD-AM in Peoria. By using all these sta¬ 

tions, the Cooperative can provide the total service area 

with information of progress being made toward restoring 

service to the members. 

We ask your patience when storms cause outages and for 

you to take the necessary safety precautions. Please read 

and become familiar with the following helpful hints. 

WHAT TO DO WHEN THE LIGHTS GO OUT 

1. Check to see if your neighbors’ lights are off. 

2. Check fuses or breakers in your switchbox panel. 

3. If fuses or breakers are all right, call your electric coop¬ 

erative. Give your address, location number and tell how 

long the power has been off. This will help your electric 

cooperative’s emergency work crews determine the 

extent of the outage and aid in speeding repair service. If 

your electric cooperative’s telephone number is busy, 

hang up and try again in a minute. The phone is not off 

the hook. Chances are your neighbors are trying to call 

the cooperative’s office, too. Keep trying and your call 

will eventually be answered. The information you have is 

important to your cooperative’s repair crews. 

4. Turn off all electrical appliances that were on, especially 

air conditioners or electric heating systems. This will 

permit the power to be restored sooner, without being 

knocked out again by automatic limiting devices that 

protect your electric distribution system from damaging 

overloads. 

5. Turn on your portable radio and listen for public service 

messages from your electric cooperative. Your coopera¬ 

tive uses the following radio stations: WJBC, Blooming¬ 

ton; WRBA, Normal; WMLA, LeRoy; WHOW, Clinton. 

WSOY, Decatur; and WMBD, Peoria. 

EXTENDED OUTAGE - WINTER 

1. Wrap up in your warmest clothes. Wear several layers of 

clothing rather than one or two bulky garments. 

2. Keep the refrigerator and freezer closed. If the outage 

lasts until food starts to thaw, put the food outside in a 

shaded place, if temperature permits. Be sure food is 

protected from birds, dogs, etc. 

3. In extreme cold, fill all available containers with drink¬ 

ing water, then drain the pipes in your house to prevent 

their freezing and bursting. 

4. Maintain an adequate supply of fuel for cooking on your 

fireplace, grill or camp stove. 

5. Cook in the same manner as you would during a summer 

outage, but be mindful of dangerous fumes. 

6. Keep canned goods with a long shelf life on hand to eat 

during the emergency outage. Soup, chili and stew, for 

example, are simple to prepare and provide warmth as 

well as nourishment. 

7. In extreme cold temperatures, the entire family should 

group together in one room where all drafts have been 

sealed off. If a fireplace or wood burning heater is avail¬ 

able in the home, make that room your headquarters for 

the duration of the outage. 

8. Layers of blankets or quilts provide adequate warmth at 
bedtime, but warm, down-filled sleeping bags are best. 

9. During periods of rest, the human body gives off 75 

watts of heat. Use this heat by grouping two or three 

persons together under blankets inside zipped-together 

sleeping bags. 
POWER BACK ON 

Once the electricity is on again, turn on the appliances 

that you had previously turned off if they are needed. 

CAUTION: If you have a heat pump and it’s winter, 

don’t reset the thermostat to the “ON” position as soon as 

the power comes back on. Here’s why: 

The electric heat pump performs its job by circulating a 

refrigerant gas. When the power has been off for a while, 

the unit’s gas cools and changes to liquid. This liquid has a 

tendency to collect in the unit’s compressor. If the unit is 

forced into operation at this state, possible mechanical 

damage can result. To protect your heat pump and your 

pocketbook, follow this rule after a winter power outage: 

If the power has been off from two to ten hours wait 

one and one-half hours before turning your heat pump on. 

If the power has been off longer than ten hours, refer to the 

owner’s manual before restarting. This time is necessary for 

the crankcase heaters to change all the liquid refrigerant 

back into a gas again. 
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CORN BELT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC., BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 

Nominating committee 
The board of directors of Corn Belt F.lectric Cooperative 

Inc. at its regular board meeting on October 22, 1985, 
appointed the following members to serve on the nominat¬ 
ing committee: Don Rutherford, Route 1, Towanda; 
Jeffrey Power, Route 2, Saybrook; Duane Johnson, Route 
1, LeRoy; Melvin Schuler, Route 1, Lexington; Robert E. 

Hopkins, Jr., Route 1, Minier; Gregory Otto, Route 1, 
Danvers; Daniel Toohill, Route 1, Wapella; Paul Malone, 
Maroa; William Dehority, Route 1, El Paso; Ralph Steiger, 
Route 2, Delavan; and Rae Payne, Route 1, Towanda. 

This committee will meet at 11 a.m. on Tuesday, Jan¬ 
uary 7, 1986, at the office of Corn Belt Electric, 1502 
Morrissey Drive, Bloomington, to select nominees for elec¬ 
tion at the 1986 annual meeting. 

Call Corn Belt before 
you start digging 

Caution: Corn Belt Electric is not a member of 
J.U.L.I.E. Call the office before you dig — Monday through 
Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Loss of life can occur when an 
underground line is severed, not to mention the resulting 
power outage. 

To have a Corn Belt Electric underground cable located, 
please call at least 48 hours before you anticipate digging. 
Please help us to help you. 

1  
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Survey: here's what you said! 
2,152 members responded 
Almost 50% — 1,057 — have electric water heaters. 

Types of Electric Heat 
Heat Pump = 4% — 85 members 
Electric Furnace = 4% — 85 members 
Electric Ceiling = 3% — 71 members 

Other Types of Heating 
Propane = 34% — 727 members 
Oil = 21% — 448 members 
Wood = 7% - 142 members 
Natural Gas = 26% — 557 members 

November monsoon cuts 
power at 3 substations 

The November rains caused problems for electrical ser¬ 
vice to our members in western parts of McLean, Tazewell 
and Woodford counties. The map shows the area served by 
the Goodfield, Danvers and Lilly substations. These three 
substations serve a total of 1,214 members. Those members 
were out of service November 9 from 5:30 p.m. until 6:50 
p.m. and again November 18 from 4:15 p.m. to 5 p.m. due 
to storms that interrupted Illinois Power Company’s trans¬ 
mission line. We apologize for any inconvenience this may 
have caused. 

Federal energy credits 
expire at end of month 

The residential energy credit for homeowners expires 
at the end of this year, so you might want to consider doing 
this work very soon. Qualifying energy-saving items include 
insulation, storm windows and doors, caulking, weather 
stripping and clock thermostats. The maximum credit is 
$300 — 15 percent of the cost of installing energy-saving 
devices up to $2,000. Also expiring is the credit for home 
installation of renewable energy equipment such as solar 
and wind power. The maximum credit is 40 percent of the 
first $10,000 of cost. 

Air Conditioning 
Central = 48% — 1,044 members 
Window = 22% — 473 members 
None = 28% — 591 members 

We appreciate the response by members! 
Your board of directors and staff will analyze this survey 

for future use. 
It is our intention to stay appraised of the changes that 

affect our membership. 
Again, thank you for your past help in this project. 

Squirrel causes outage 
On November 19, 1985, the Parkside substation on the 

west side of Normal was out of service from 12:25 p.m. to 
1:30 p.m. The cause: a squirrel climbed into a fuse. 

It’s not a common occurrence, yet animals such as 
birds, squirrels, snakes, etc. can cause all of us problems 
when they become part of the electrical system. 

CORN BELT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC., BLOOMINGTON. ILLINOIS CORN BELT ELECTRIC C00PE 
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MAC discusses variety of topics 
A number of topics dealing with costs highlighted the 

fourth Member Advisory Committee meeting of 1985 on 
October 8. The meeting, held at Bob Knapp’s Brandtville 
Restaurant, attracted 58 people. Attending were members 
of the Committee, the board of directors and staff mem¬ 
bers of the cooperative. 

Manager Jeff Reeves discussed with the members the 
eight-page special report that was sent to all members. The 
highlights covered were the following: 

1. Reduction in employees without jeopardizing service. 
2. Explanation of distribution cost as it relates to total 
cost to serve all members. 
3. Charge from wholesale power contract to Soyland 
Power Cooperative. 
4. Rate projections. 
5. Central dispatch of low-cost generating units. 
6. Federal regulation and its affect on utility planning. 
7. Communication — its importance to all our members. 
Jerry Durflinger, Manager of Member Services, discussed 

the new water heater/timer program that was to commence 
the middle of November. 

Many questions were asked by Committee members. 
This assisted in a few minor problems corrected in advance 
that had been overlooked to be included in the program. 

As state previously, this program will benefit all mem¬ 
bers of the Cooperative. The benefit will be in controlling 

Part of 58 members who attended the Member Advisory 
Committee meeting. 

the peak, thereby stabilizing our fixed costs which will have 
a positive impact on rates. 

Manager Reeves passed out financial data for the first 
eight months of 1985 of the operation of the Cooperative. 
In comparing 1985 to 1984 expenses at this point, the 
Cooperative’s expense had increased less than 1 percent. 
The last time the Cooperative raised its rates for its own 
operations was over three years ago, in September 1982. 

Next scheduled Member Advisory Committee meeting is 
Tuesday, January 14, 1986. 

High winter heating costs can be a terrible burden to a 
family trying to live on a budget already stretched to the 
limit by rising prices for other essential items such as hous¬ 
ing and food. 

If your family is struggling to make ends meet, don’t put 
off paying your monthly electric bill past the deadline. 
Contact us ahead of time to review the federal and state 
programs that may be available to help low-income families 
and senior citizens through the high-cost heating months. 
We’ll be glad to put you in touch with the proper agency to 
determine if you qualify for assistance. 

After all, as a cooperative, we’re owned by those we 
serve. 

Organizations you may contact are: 

1. Tri-County Regional Planning Commission 
(serves Peoria, Woodford and Tazewell County) 
P.O. Box 2200 
East Peoria, II. 61611 
Phone: (309) 6944391 

2. Central Illinois Economic Development Corp. 
(serves DeWittt, Logan and Piatt County) 
P.O. Box 846 
Lincoln, II. 62656 
Phone: (217) 732-2159 

3. Decatur-Macon County Opportunities Corp. 
(serves Macon County) 
1122 E. Marietta 
Decatur, II. 62521 
Phone: (217)428-2193 

4. Mid Central Community Action, Inc. 
(serves Livingston & McLean County) 
1100 W. Market St. 
Bloomington, II. 61701 
Phone: (309) 829-0691 

5. East Central Illinois Community Action Program 
5 11 North Kimball 
Danville, II. 61832 
Phone: (217) 896-5375 
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Summer rate now in effect only 2 months 
Effective Janaury 1, 1986, Rate 0001 — Residential & 

Farm Service — will be changed as follows: 
Summer schedule will be reduced. Only kilowatt-hours 

used between July 1 and August 31 will be on this sched¬ 
ule. 

The other 10 months, between September 1 and June 
30, will be on the winter schedule. 

This change is due to a change in the billing format from 
our power supplier, Soyland Power Cooperative. 

The change from a four months summer rate to a two 

months summer rate will result in a savings of $250,000 for 
rate 0001 members each year. 

No other rate revisions are anticipated at this time. All 
other rates remain unaffected. 

Summer Rate 0001 Winter Rate 0001 
Facilities Charge $11.70 Facilities Charge $11.70 
All kwhs @ 9.75 cents First 600 kwh @ 9.75 cents 

Next 1,200 kwh @ 6.15 cents 
Over 1,800 kwh @ 4.25 cents 

Wholesale Power Cost Adjustment — Based on 5.5 cents. 

FREE water heater 
Corn Belt Electric Cooperative is offering all its members 

an opportunity to save two ways: (1) a free energy efficient 
water heater and (2) a monthly credit on your electric bill. 

Corn Belt is offering to all its members a free SEPCO 
water heater and a water heater timer credit that will cut 
$3.50 off your monthly bills. The following is being offered: 

1. FREE 80-gallon SEPCO water heater with load man¬ 
agement timer. 
2. Pick up water heater and timer at cooperative’s head¬ 
quarters in Bloomington. 
3. Receive a load management credit on your monthly 
electric bill. 
All members are eligible to obtain a free water heater 

and timer. 
Futhermore, all members will benefit from the water 

heater/timer program. 
Your cooperative has several system “peaks.” Peak is the 

period when the maximum amount of electricity is being 
used collectively by members. Controlling these peaks will 
reduce overall cost to all cooperative members. This is what 
we are attempting to control. By installing efficient electric 
water heaters with timers, your cooperative can increase 
its overall load. 

For more information, contact Jerry Durflinger, Mana¬ 
ger of Member Services. 

Corn Belt holiday schedule 
The office will be closed Tuesday, December 24, 

and Wednesday December 25. It will also be closed 
Tuesday, December 31 and Wednesday, January 1. 
In case of an outage, please call 1-800-322-6541. 

SNOWMOBILERS 
Be Alert for Hidden Dangers Snowmobiling 

is gaining in popularity 
as a winter sport. The winter 
snow cover offers thousands of Illinoisans 
the chance to use snowmobiles for fun and transportation. 

But winter's snow cover can conceal dangers for snowmobilers. 
More than half of the serious snowmobile injuries involve collisions with automobiles, 

other snowmobiles, trains, and fixed objects such as trees, fences, utility poles and guy wires. 
Be especially alert for the dangers of guy wires or other supports for utility poles. They 

can be difficult to see against a background of bright snow or during dawn or dusk hours. 
Watch for downed power lines, too. Your snowmobile could be wrecked if it runs across a 
downed line, and you could be seriously burned or even killed if the line is energized. 

And, if you do see a downed power line, mark the location. Then notify local authorities 
or the electric supplier in the area. 

Corn Belt Electric Cooperative Inc. Urges you to use extreme caution as you snow¬ 
mobile. Drive defensively to keep your snowmobiling fun and safe. 
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