
JOHNSON • ALEXANDER • MASSAC • UNION • PULASKI 

published by Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Dongola, Illinois 

1984 
'Youth to Washington’ Tour 

Attention Juniors! 

YOU CAN WIN 
an expense-paid trip to Washington, D.C. 

June 8-15,1984 
or 

THE CONSOLATION PRIZE 
of a free one-day trip to tour the sites of Springfield 

The SIEC board of directors voted 
to continue the “Youth-to-Washing- 
ton” program in 1984. One boy and 
one girl will win week-long (June 8- 
15), expense-paid trips to Washing¬ 
ton, D.C. In addition to the trip to 
Washington, the winners will accom¬ 
pany five boys and five girls on one- 
day expense-paid trips to Springfield, 
their consolation prize for having 
been chosen as runners-up in the essay 
competition. 

GRAND PRIZES 
Winners of the Washington tour will 

join approximately 50 other Illinois 

winners in Springfield on June 8 to 
board air-conditioned buses for Wash¬ 
ington, D.C. 

This tour includes a scenic bus ride 
across mid-America with stops at 
various points of interest, including 
Gettysburg, Pa. In Washington, the 
program will include guided tours of 
the U.S. Capitol, Library of Congress, 
Bureau of Engraving and Printing, 
Arlington National Cemetery, Lin¬ 
coln’s Memorial, Baltimore Harbor, 
and other points of interest. 

A well-planned, chaperoned tour 
will enable youth tour winners to see 
the nation’s capital far better than the 
average tourist. They will also have a 
chance to talk with Illinois Congress¬ 
men during the tour. 

ILLINOIS YOUTH DAY 
Winners of the Springfield trip will 

join about 100 other Illinois students 
in Springfield on April 25 for “Illinois 
Rural Electric Youth Day” activities. 
This day includes guided tours of the 
Illinois State Capitol, Lincoln Shrines 
and other points of interest. 

WHO MAY ENTER 
Any high school junior who attends 

classes at Anna-Jonesboro, Massac 
County, Century, Cobden, Dongola, 
Egyptian, Goreville, Joppa, Meridian, 

Shawnee or Vienna is encouraged to 
submit an entry. The cooperative will 
furnish contest details to school super¬ 
intendents and English departments 
this month. Research materials will be 
furnished upon request. 
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RE financing legislation facts 
QWill legislation proposed to amend the Rural Elec- 

• trification Act remove the requirement of rural 
electric systems to repay loans to the Rural Electrification 
Administration? 

A Despite the continuing, erroneous insinuation of 
• the Administration, there is no part of the legisla¬ 

tion and no intent that rural electric systems would be 
relieved of their responsibility to repay loans. Rural electric 
borrowers, as they have for nearly 50 years, will continue 
to repay loans, continuing the best government repayment 
record in the history of this nation. 

QIs the proposed legislation a “bailout” for rural 
• electric borrowers, as the present REA Administra¬ 

tor has said? 

A Absolutely not. The legislation, which NRECA 
• supports, is a responsible proposal which looks to 

the future. It would keep the Rural Electric and Telephone 
Revolving Fund in balance. One plank of that legislation 
proposes that notes amounting to $7.9 billion due to the 
Treasury beginning in 1993 be converted to permanent 
capital and remain in the Revolving Fund. This amounts to 
a bookkeeping adjustment; the government would still own 
these assets. Another major feature of the bill proposes a 
moderate rise in the interest rate on Revolving Fund loans 
to rural electric borrowers. 

QHOW much would the interest rates go up on these 
• loans? 

A The interest rate would go above the standard 5 
• percent loan rate, but just enough to keep the 

Revolving Fund in balance. 

Q Don’t rural electric systems already receive a 
• healthy subsidy from the federal government? 

A Rural electrification receives far less assistance 
• than any other segment of the utility industry. 

Investor-owned systems received $51.64 per consumer in 
federal subsidies in 1981. Public power systems received 
$40.45 per consumer. Rural electric systems received $8.91 
per consumer. Rural electric leaders acknowledge that all 
utilities require some federal assistance, and the proposed 
legislation seeks fairness and recognition of the difficult job 
rural electric systems are facing to provide reliable and 
affordable electric service to rural America. 

Q Can’t rural electric distribution systems go to Wall 
• Street to get needed capital? 

A Despite their enviable payback record, rural elec- 
• tries simply cannot go to the private money 

markets for all of their required capital. Already, distribu¬ 
tion systems seek about 30 percent of their loan require- 
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ments from private sources. Because of low consumer 
density and low revenue per mile of line, they rarely show 
excess income at year end. If they do, as nonprofit systems 
they credit that money to consumers’ accounts. 

Qlf this legislation is not enacted, what will happen 
• to the Revolving Fund? 

A Beginning in the late 1980s, interest expense will 
• begin to exceed interest income. At that point, the 

Revolving Fund will have to go into principal repayments 
to meet interest obligations. Eventually, this would con¬ 
sume the entire principal amount of the Revolving Fund. 
Also, if the REA is required to begin repaying Treasury 
notes in 1993, the Revolving Fund will simply have to 
borrow more from the Treasury to meet both that obliga¬ 
tion and future loan requirements of rural electric systems. 
This is why rural electrics are seeking this legislation — to 
avert an imbalance. They are looking ahead responsibly to 
the future solvency of their financing program. 

QWho are the supporters of the legislation to ensure 
• reliable financing for rural electric systems in the 

years ahead? 

A The list is long. In Congress, the cosponsors’ list 
• alone includes 170 members of the House of 

Representatives and 40 Senators. The three former REA 
Administrators of the last 25 years, who have served under 
six administrations — Presidents Eisenhower, Kennedy, 
Johnson, Nixon, Ford and Carter — have also testified in 
support of the legislation. 

rM/ss Southern7 

Jonni Murray, 17-year-old daughter of John and Nancy 
Murray, Dongo/a, the reigning "Miss Southern," represent¬ 
ing your cooperative at the Veterans' Day Parade in Anna. 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS 



COUNTERTOP 
MICROWAVE OVEN 
Added Cooking Versatility with 
COOK CODE ™ Control 
• Electronic touch controls 
• Spacious 1.4 cu. ft. oven cavity 
• Auto Roast Feature—Designed to 

provide even, accurate and gentle 
cooking of meats 

• 99-minute digital timer for time 
cooking 

• Double Duty™ shelf 
• Temperature Cooking using the 

MicroThermometer™ temperature 
probe 

• Ten Power Levels 

NOW 
ONLY $499.95 

COUNTERTOP 
MICROWAVE OVEN 
Auto Roast designed to provide 
even, accurate cooking of meats 
• Electronic touch controls 
• Spacious 1.4 cu. ft. cavity 
• 99-minute digital timer for time 

cooking 
• Temperature Cooking with the 

MicroThermometer™ temperature 
probe 

• Double Duty™ shelf 
• Time of Day Clock 
• 10 Power Levels 

NOW (qnn nc 
ONLY 

COUNTERTOP 
MICROWAVE OVEN 
with Spacious 1.4 cu. ft. 
oven cavity 
• Electronic touch controls 
• 99-minute digital timer for time 

cooking 
• Temperature Cooking with the 

MicroThermometer™ temperature 
probe 

• Hold Timer for no-heat standing 
time or use as a minute timer 

• 10 Power Levels 

ONLY $369.95 

1 IWIITED LABOR 

CARBON W complete <**>« 

COUNTERTOP MICROWAVE OVEN 
with Automatic Cooking Control, 
makes cooking and defrosting quick and easy! 

Electronic touch controls 
Spacious 1.4 cu. ft. oven cavity 
Time or Temperature Controlled 
Microwaving 
Time of Day Clock 
Double Duty™ shelf 
10 Power Levels 

GE. We bring good things to life. 

■VERY! 
BEST 
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Several Social Security changes for 1984 
By ROBERT R. DRONE 

District Manager 
Carbondale Social Security Office 
The new year will bring a number 

of Social Security changes. Some 
result from legislation. Others happen 
every year. Following are some of the 
more important changes beginning in 
1984: 

COST-OF-LIVING ADJUSTMENT 
The scheduled June 1983 cost-of- 

living increase was delayed until the 
December 1983 benefit that will be 
paid in early January. The 3.5 percent 
increase will be paid to over 36 million 
Social Security and four million SSI 
recipients about January 3, 1984. 
Future cost-of-living increases will also 
be paid in January of each year. 

BENEFITS TAXED FOR 
HIGHER-INCOME PEOPLE 

A portion of a person’s 1984 Social 
Security benefit will be included in 
taxable income if adjusted gross 
income, plus non-taxable interest 
income and half of the taxpayers 
Social Security benefits, is more than a 
base amount. The base amount for an 
individual is $25,000; for a couple 
filing jointly it is $32,000; for a couple 
filing separately it is zero. The amount 
of benefits to be included in taxable 
income will be the lesser of: 

— one-half of the benefits for the 
year, or 

— one-half of the excess of the 
person’s combined income adjusted 
gross income plus one-half of benefits 
over the base amount. 

This provision will not affect 90 
percent of those who receive Social 
Security. For the wealthier 10 percent, 
Social Security will first be included 
as income on their 1984 tax return 
filed in 1985. 

TAX RATES ADJUSTED 
Social Security tax rates, scheduled 

under old law to go into effect in 1985 
will take effect in 1984 and part of the 
increase scheduled for 1990 will take 
effect in 1988. The 1984 tax rate will 
be 7.0 percent each for employers and 

employees. 
A one-time credit of 0.3 percent of 

covered wages will be allowed against 
1984 employee Social Security taxes. 
This will be given at the time wages 

are paid, making the effective tax rate 
for employees the same as under the 
old law, 6.7 percent. 

Starting in 1984, Social Security 
self-employment tax rates will be 
equal to the combined employee- 
employer tax rates (14.0 percent for 
1984). But, to cushion the increase, 
self-employed persons will receive a 
self-employment tax credit of 2.7 per¬ 
cent of self-employment income in 
1984, 2.3 percent for 1985, and 2.0 
percent from 1986-89. After 1989, 
these credits will be replaced with 
deductions designed to treat the self- 
employed in much the same manner as 
employees and employers are treated 
for Social Security and income tax 
purposes. $37,800 will be the maxi¬ 
mum wages of self-employment earn¬ 
ings subjected to Social Security tax in 
1984. 

ANNUAL EARNINGS TEST 
CHANGED 

Social Security recipients will be 
allowed to earn more in 1984 without 
losing benefits. A person age 65 or 
older can earn $6,960 next year with¬ 
out losing any payments. Nondisabled 
persons under 65 can earn $5,160. 
Persons earning over $6,960 ($5,160 
if under 65) lose $1 from their annual 
Social Security benefits for each $2 
they earn more than this exempt 
amount. The 1983 exempt amounts 
are $6,600 for those 65 or older and 
$4,920 if under 65. There is no earn¬ 
ings limitation after age 70. 

MEDICARE DEDUCTIBLES 
The initial hospital insurance 

deductible will increase from $304 to 
$356 beginning in January. Normally, 
this deductible is the only cost to a 
Medicare patient for the first 60 days 
of hospitalization. The deductibles for 
hospital stays lasting over 60 days will 
also increase. The daily deductible for 
the 61st-90th day of confinement will 
raise from $75 to $89. The deductible 
for hospital room and board for the 
91st-150th day will increase from 
$152 to $178 per day. 

The monthly premium for Medicare 
Medical Insurance will increase from 
$12.20 to $14.60 beginning January. 
The medical insurance premium is 
withheld from the monthly Social 

Security payment when a person is 
receiving a check. Otherwise, pre¬ 
miums are paid quarterly. 

For more detail about these and 
other changes, persons should feel free 
to phone their nearest Social Security 
office. 

What to do when 
the power is off 

1. Check your fuses and switches 
below the meter. If some of your 
lights work, then the trouble is in your 
own fuses. Remember to check the 
main cartridge fuses in the fuse box. 

2. If all the lights are off, then 
check with your neighbor to see if his 
power is off. 

3. If you have not found the 
trouble, call the appropriate number 
listed below. Be sure to give your 
name, location and pole number which 
is to the right of your name on the 
address side of your billing slips. This 
location and pole number is used the 
same as a street address in locating 
your place. Please call in as soon as the 
trouble is discovered or anything 
wrong with the line is noticed. 

4. For Service Outages - call the 
following: 

During Office Hours — 
Dongola — 827-3555 
Hours — Monday through Saturday 
8 a.m. — 4 p.m. 
Holidays observed: New Year’s 

Day, Lincoln’s Birthday, Washington’s 
Birthday, Good Friday, Memorial Day, 
Independence Day, Labor Day, 
Veterans Day, Thanksgiving Day and 
the day following, and Christmas. 

After Hours — 
Sunday and Holidays 

All areas except Metropolis: 
Dongola, 827-3689 Carl George 
Dongola, 827-3579 Ron Medlin 
Dongola, 827-4202 Ken Corzine 
Metropolis area: 
Metropolis, 524-2380 Leonard Martin 
Metropolis, 524-5627 Perry Dailey 

Either the Dongola or Metrop¬ 
olis area may communicate via two- 
way radio (between each other) in 
case of emergencies when any of 
these numbers cannot be reached. 
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Assistant manager 

J.L. Eddleman retires 
J. Lowell Eddleman, assistant man¬ 

ager of Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative, retired Jan. 12 after 38 
years employment with this Coopera¬ 
tive. 

A native son of Union County, he 
began his career in California during 
World War II working in an aircraft 
plant. He met and married his wife, 
Reba, while on the West Coast. She 
had gone west, too, from central 
Missouri. Their son, Jim, resides in 
Springfield, along with wife, Virginia, 
and sons, Brock and Blake. 

At the time the Eddlemans 
returned to Southern Illinois, employ¬ 
ment opportunities were limited. The 
cooperative was in the formative 
stage. The headquarters were located 
in a metal building at the rear of the 
present property. The wages in South¬ 
ern Illinois were minimal compared to 
defense work and, as a beginning, 
Lowell hired on at the Cooperative for 
50 cents an hour working on the brush 
crew. 

It was not long before Lowell was 
appointed work order and material 
clerk. 

The new headquarters building was 
completed in 1951 and moving into 
the comfortable, spacious surround¬ 
ings was greatly appreciated. The 
drafty, cramped offices of the metal 
building were also not varmint proof 
and offered limited facilities. 

Lowell was work order clerk for 

nine years, then advanced to office 
manager in 1955. In this position he 
was responsible for the coordination 
and execution of all aspects of the 
billing and bookkeeping departments. 
His promotion to assistant manager in 
1979 exemplified the important role 

he had assumed in the Cooperative 
management. 

Lowell has been a lifelong student, 
attending the University of California, 
Southern Illinois University and 
Shawnee Community College. 
Through the REA programs and 
NRECA, he has attended numerous 
accounting and management training 
seminars. He has been a member and 
president of the Accountants’ Associa¬ 
tion of Illinois Electric Cooperatives 
and also a member of the National 
Accountants’ Association and Missis¬ 
sippi Valley Association Group. 

He is a member of the First Baptist 
Church of Anna and past president of 
the Brotherhood of First Baptist. He 
has served as a trustee for many years 
and as assistant superintendent of the 
adult department and Sunday School 
teacher. For five years he served as 
chairman of the Shawnee Develop¬ 
ment Council involving the five south¬ 
ernmost Illinois counties. 

An avid hobbyist and collector, he 
has been a member and officer of the 
Southern Illinois Woodcarvers’ Associ- 

J. L. Eddleman 

ation and past president of the Union 
County Sportsman Club. 

The staff and inside employees sur¬ 
prised Lowell with a retirement 
luncheon on his final day. Many 
stories were exchanged, memories 
recounted and good food enjoyed. 

For three decades Lowell has 
demonstrated a gentle authority in his 
official duties, continually going out 
of his way to assist anyone requiring 
a helping hand. Everyone joins in 
wishing Lowell and Reba many happy 
years to travel, enjoy their hobbies and 
watch their grandchildren grow. 

HIGH SCHOOL JUNIORS! 

“Youth-To-Washington” Essay Contest 

“Cooperatives Building a Better America” 

I intend to submit an entry in the Southern Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
erative essay contest. I understand that this entry form entitles me to 
receive research material to be furnished by the Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative. 

Signature of High School Junior  

Mailing Address   
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Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative headquarters in 1947. 

Construction of new facility in 1951. 

Aerial view of headquarters after addition of south wing in 1968. 
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Quality-Built! 

DELUXE 2-in-l 
WASHER 

WASHER DRYER 
Model WWA7070B Model DDE5300B 
• 4 Cycles—3 Wash/Spin 

speeds 
• 3 Wash/Rinse tempera¬ 

ture combinations with 
energy-saving cold water 
options. 

• Variable water level 

ONLY 

*449.95 

• Smooth porcelain enamel 
finished drum 

• Up to 130 minutes timed 
cycle 

• Easy-to-clean up-front 
lint filter. 

ONLY 

$319.95 
White Only White Only 

LARGE CAPACITY 
WASHER 

DELUXE DRYER 

WASHER 
Model WWA8300B 
• Large capacity washer 
• 2 Cycles, including 

permanent press 
• 3 Wash/Rinse tempera¬ 

ture combinations and 
cold water rinse. 

DRYER 
Model DDE7500B 
• Automatic dry control 

dryer 
• 5 Cycles including auto¬ 

matic regular, permanent 
press/cottons, polyester 
knits, dewrinkle, damp 
dry 

• 4 Drying selections. 

ONLY 

$419.95 
White Only 

ONLY 

$349.95 
White Only 

ALTERNATE: ’FREE DELIVERY AND NORMAL INSTALLATION ALTERNATE: 'FREE DELIVERY AND NORMAL INSTALLATION 

GE. WE BRING GOOD THINGS TO LIFE. GE. WE BRING GOOD THINGS TO LIFE. 
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J. L. Eddleman and Calvin A. Brown were presented awards at the Christmas banquet for directors and employees of 
S.i.E.C. December 19, 1983. From left are: Tim Reeves, manager; J. L. Eddleman, retiring assistant manager; Calvin 
Brown, retiring foreman, oil-filled equipment; and Tom Reeves, retired manager. 

Wasted 
hot water 
is money 
down the drain 

Heating water is the second largest energy use in the 
home. In fact, about 4 percent of America’s total energy 

consumption is attributable to heating water. Family hot 
water usage has increased due to more wide-spread use of 
automatic washers and dishwashers. The estimated water 
use in today’s average home is: 

Tub bath 1015 gal. 
Shower (under 5 min. duration) 8-12 gal. 
Automatic washer 25-35 gal. 
Automatic dishwasher 11-16 gal. 
Hand wash dishes (each time) 9-14 gal. 
Shampoo 5-7 gal. 
Cleaning 3-8 gal. 
Food preparation 5 gal. 

Average Hot Water Used per day 
2 adults — 1 child 60 gal. 
2 adults — 2 children 70 gal. 
2 adults — 3 children 80 gal. 
A leaking hot water faucet should never be disregarded. 

Little drops of water cost money. These are examples of 
how much hot water and electricity can be lost. 

Drops Gallons kwh 
per Minute per Month per Month 

60 192 48 
90 310 78 
120 429 107 

Most tanks on electric water heaters are fitted with one- 
inch glass fiber or mineral wool insulation. Wrap jacket of 
electric water heater (top-sides) with batt insulation. Cover 
joints with tape. Increasing insulation three to five inches 
will save from 5 to 11 percent in standby heat loss. 

Father of 
electricity 

Thomas Alva Edison, a pioneer in 
the electric industry, invented the first 
practical system of electric generation, 
transmission and distribution. Perhaps 
nothing better suggests the magnitude 
of Edison’s genius than his invention 
of the incandescent electric light. 

Edison has nearly 1,100 patents 
credited to his name, but no inventory 
of inventions can encompass the true 
dimensions of his achievements. 

Like Edison, the electric coopera¬ 
tives of Illinois are known for their 
achievements in a job which many said 
couldn’t be done — bringing depend¬ 
able electric energy to rural areas. 
Since 1938, Illinois electric coopera¬ 

tive pioneers have been meeting the 
electrical needs of consumer-owners. 

Office closing 
Your Cooperative office will be 
closed Friday, Feb. 11, to honor 
Abraham Lincoln, and on Monday, 
Feb. 21, to honor George Washing¬ 
ton. 
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Jonni Murray in Illinois 
Governmental Internship Program 

During the first semester of the 
1983-84 school year, Jonni J. Murray 
(the reigning Miss Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative) of Dongola par¬ 
ticipated in the Illinois Governmental 
Internship Program. 

Jonni, the daughter of John and 
Nancy Murray of Dongola, was an 
intern to Johnetta Jordan in the public 
information office of the Illinois 
Department of Public Aid in Spring- 
field. 

The Illinois Governmental Intern¬ 
ship Program is for high school seniors 
with outstanding ability and leader¬ 
ship. The program is cosponsored by 
the Illinois State Board of Education 
and the Springfield public schools. 

The program is part of Executive 
Internships of America, which is in 
operation in approximately 30 school 
districts and 21 states. Nearly 6,000 
students in the country participate 
each year in the program. 

Students who apply for the pro¬ 
gram go through several levels of 
screening. They interview with their 
local school superintendent, with the 
educational service region superinten¬ 
dent and finally, with a statewide 
selection committee. The committee 
was composed of educators as well as 
representatives of state government. 

Students selected as interns take a 
full semester’s sabbatical from regular 
studies. The governmental internship 
program enables high school seniors to 
explore career opportunities with an 
executive in government agencies and 
related organizations. 

Interns attend policy meetings, 
prepare memoranda and reports, and 
occasionally travel with their sponsors. 
They work regular business hours with 
their sponsor Monday through Thurs¬ 

day. On Fridays, all of the interns 
meet for seminars on executive 
behavior and organizational analysis, 
in which they discuss materials they 
have read. They sometimes meet with 
officials and make site visits to pro¬ 
grams in operation. Hence, the pro¬ 
gram is a marriage of the theoretical 
and the practical, combining the best 
elements of classroom analysis with 
actual experience in the world of 
executives and organizations. 

Jonni was selected Miss Southern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative at the 
Cooperative’s annual meeting Aug. 12, 
1983. As “Miss Southern,” Jonni will 
join the 1984 Youth-to-Washington 
Tour scheduled June 8-15. Students 

Public Act 83-632, effective Sept. 
20, 1983, required public utilities to 
maintain a “registry” of persons who 
depend on electrically operated life- 
support equipment. 

“Every public utility company 
which furnishes electricity to residen¬ 
tial customers shall maintain a registry 
of those individuals who are depen¬ 
dent on an electrically operated respir¬ 
ator, dialysis machine or any other 
electrically operated life-support 
equipment. The existence of the 
registry shall be reasonably publicized 
by the public utility to its residential 
customers and the general public. It 
shall be the responsibility, however, 
of any individual relying on any life- 
support equipment to notify the 
public utility providing electrical ser¬ 
vice of his or her dependency on such 
life-support equipment.” 

Jonni Murray 

from 27 states converge on the capital 
of our nation to glimpse government 
in action, tour the historic landmarks 
and monuments and acquaint them¬ 
selves with the ‘electric’ atmosphere of 
the city. 

Although the law requires that the 
existence of the registry shall be 
reasonably publicized by the utility, 
the individual is responsible for 
notifying the utility of the existence 
of the life-support equipment. 

We are requesting that consumers 
who have life-support equipment pro¬ 
vide us with written certification of 
the use of the life-support equipment 
and the period for which it is to be 
used. By using the registry, those 
involved shall be consulted before 
turning off power or restoring power 
after an interruption. A “good faith” 
effort shall be made to restore power 
first to those persons on the registry 
and to notify persons on the registry 
of anticipated power interruptions. 

Please call the Cooperative during 
office hours to request your certifica¬ 
tion form. 

Public notice:electrically operated 
life-support equipment patients 

March 1984 16a 



My power bill is higher 
than my neighbor’s 

Few people check gasoline mileage 
with their neighbors; likewise, we 
never hear of people checking grocery 
bills or other general living costs with 
neighbors. Yet it seems to be common 
practice to compare our power bills 
with the neighbors. 

“Why is my power bill higher than 
my neighbor who lives across the 
street when they have the same appli¬ 
ances that I do?” This question is 
asked many times by consumers. 

There is no earthly way to compare 
your bills with your neighbors. Many 
reasons can be given why one family 
may use more electricity than another 
using the same type of appliances: 
1. Refrigerators come in a variety of 
sizes. Frost-free refrigerators and 
freezers cost twice as much to operate 
as the standard models. One refrigera¬ 
tor door may be opened twice as 
often. Each time the door opens, cold 
air rushes out and the unit must run 
more to replace it. 
2. No two families have the same 
amount of washing and no two women 
wash the same way. Some may use hot 
water for washing and then others may 
use cold. 
3. One person may use five gallons of 
hot water for showers; another may 
use 20 gallons. An electric water 
heater consumes 28 cents worth of 
energy per hour. Some areas that will 
cause energy usage to vary on electric 
water heaters are: (1) thermostat 
setting, (2) location, (3) gallon capa¬ 
city of the water heater, (4) amount of 
insulation. 
4. Have you ever gone to the clothes 
dryer and thrown in that favorite pair 
of slacks or shirt? It costs about 33 
cents per hour to operate an electric 
clothes dryer. 
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5. Air conditioners can cause bills to 
vary greatly. Seventy-eight degrees 
may be adequate for one family while 
another wants to maintain 72 degrees. 
That six degrees more in comfort will 
cost you about 22 percent to 24 per¬ 
cent more on your power bill. Today 
air conditioners are more efficient 
than they were a few years ago. An 
air conditioner with a 6.0 energy effi¬ 
cient ratio (E.E.R.) would cost twice 
as much to operate as one with a 12.0 
E.E.R. Be sure to change heating and 
cooling filters frequently to maintain 
maximum efficiency. 
6. The amount of glass in a'structure 
and the direction it is facing has a 
tremendous impact on heating and 
cooling costs. Some homes are better 
insulated than others. Poor wiring 

SOUTHERN ILLINOIS ELECTRIC 
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION has 
filed with the Federal Government a 
Compliance Assurance in which it 
assures the Rural Electrification 
Administration that it will comply 
fully with all requirements of Title VI 
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and 
the Rules and Regulations of the 
Department of Agriculture issued 
thereunder, to the end that no person 
in the United States shall, on the 
ground of race, color, or national 
origin, be excluded from participation 
in, be denied the benefits of, or be 
otherwise subjected to discrimination 
in the conduct of its program and the 
operation of its facilities. Under this 
Assurance, this organization is com¬ 
mitted not to discriminate against 
any person on the ground of race, 
color or national origin in its policies 
and practices relating to treatment of 
beneficiaries and participants, includ¬ 
ing rates, conditions and extension of 
service, use of any of its facilities, 
attendance at and participation in any 

reduces the efficiency of appliances. 
7. One family might retire at 9 o’clock 
while another watches TV until after 
midnight. 
8. Some think 60- or 75-watt bulbs 
are sufficient while others use 100- or 
150-watt bulbs in every socket. 

9. One may iron one day a week while 
the other may iron a few pieces or 
press something every day. Each time 
the iron cools and is reheated, more 
electricity is used. 
10. Some use the electric range to 
“take the chill off the kitchen.” This 
is high-priced heat and can run your 
bill up, since a range is not designed 
for home heating. 

Now, let’s be fair. These are only a 
few1 of the human elements that enter 
into comparing electric bills. Won’t 
you agree that no two families live 
alike or have the same habits, so the 
amount of electricity used will vary 
with the family? 

Your meter is just like your neigh¬ 
bor’s. It is a highly efficient machine 
that records the kilowatt-hours used. 
One time in hundreds of tests a meter 
is operating inaccurately; but, in most 
instances, the meter is slow rather than 
fast. 

Your Cooperative has a legal and 
moral obligation to supply a meter 
that records accurately. 

meetings of beneficiaries and partici¬ 
pants or the exercise of any rights of 
such beneficiaries and participants in 
the conduct of the operations of this 
organization. 

“Any person who believes himself, 
or any specific class of individuals, to 
be subjected by this organization to 
discrimination prohibited by Title VI 
of the Act and the Rules and Regula¬ 
tions issued thereunder may, by him¬ 
self or a representative, file with the 
Secretary of Agriculture, Washington, 
D.C. 20250, or the Rural Electrifica¬ 
tion Administration, Washington, D.C. 
20250, or this organization, or all, a 
written complaint. Such complaint 
must be filed not later than 90 days 
after the alleged discrimination, or by 
such later date to which the Secretary 
of Agriculture or the Rural Electrifi¬ 
cation Administration extends the 
time for filing. Identity of complain¬ 
ants will be kept confidential except 
to the extent necessary to carry out 
the purposes of the Rules and Regula¬ 
tions.” 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS 
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Economical 
Upright Freezer! 

Freezer Living- 
Economical, Convenient! 
• 10.1 cu. ft. 
• Refrigerated shelves and cold plate at top for 

fast freezing and uniform temperatures. 
• Four door shelves. 
• Magnetic door seal opens 

easily, closes quietly, 
securely. 

• Protective door stops. 
• Adjustable temperature 

control. 

GK.VVK BRING GOOD THINGS TO LIFE. 

WAS $399.95 
NOW $369.95‘ 

SAVE *30.00 
White Only 

BIG FREEZER 
CAPACITY! 

Model CA16DC 

16.0 cu. ft. Food Freezer 
• Three fast freezing shelves plus top cold plate. 
• Foods easy to see and reach, with upright 

storage convenience. 
• Drop-front bulk storage rack. 

WAS *519.95 
NOW *449.95* 

SAVE *70.00 
White Only 

GH.WE BRING GOOD THINGS TO LIFE. 

All upright and chest freezers 
now at sale prices 
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Social Security bulletin 
SSI program ten years old 

By R. R. DRONE 
District Manager 

Carbondale Social Security Office 
The federal Supplemental Security 

Income (SSI) program marked its 10th 
birthday in January. About 3.9 million 
people in financial need who are 65 or 
older, disabled or blind now receive 
these gold-colored checks. 

The SSI program replaced the old 
grants-in-aid programs for these peo¬ 
ple. It established uniform national 
eligibility requirements and minimum 
income guarantees. 

SSI checks make a difference to 
people like the elderly couple down 
the street whose only assets are a small 
home, a beat-up car and a small pen¬ 
sion; or the 37-year-old man suffering 
from cerebral palsy; or the mentally 
retarded woman, 25, living with her 
sister’s family. 

With benefit increases last July and 
this January, the maximum federal SSI 
payment is $314 for an individual and 
$472 a month for a couple. In addi¬ 
tion, people getting SSI generally are 
eligible for Medicaid, social services 
and food stamps. 

A person is “disabled” for SSI 
purposes if he or she has a severe 
impairment expected to prevent all 
substantial gainful work for at least a 
year or to result in death. 

An SSI recipient’s assets are limited 
to $1,500 ($2,250 for a couple). Items 
generally not counted as assets are a 
person’s home, a car worth up to 
$4,500, personal effects or household 
goods with total equity value not over 
$2,000, life insurance policies with a 
face value up to $1,500, burial plots 
and assets needed for achieving self- 
support. 

In addition to having limited assets, 
a person can get SSI only if his or her 
countable income is less than the max¬ 
imum SSI payment. “Income” 
includes money from working, savings, 
Social Security, other benefits, the 
value of food and shelter and certain 
other items. 

Certain income is not counted. The 
first $65 of monthly wages from a job 
or the first $20 from another benefit 
are examples of income that doesn’t 
count. You can find out more about 
these and other exclusions from any 
Social Security office. 

Some people not now getting SSI 
checks may be eligible. They include 
low-income individuals receiving Social 
Security checks. If you think you may 
qualify or know someone who might, 
contact your nearest Social Security 
office. 

Acid rain issue and bills 
The cost of protecting your environment keeps going up, 

and part of this cost is included in your electric bill. 
In fact, costs related to environmental protection run as 

high as 30 to 40 percent of power production costs in some 
utility plants. That has a significant impact on your bill. 

Should still more be added to our electric bills in an 
attempt to solve another environmental problem that hasn’t 
yet been fully defined or analyzed? We are speaking of the 
so-called “acid rain” phenomenon which is becoming a hot 
political issue in Washington. Some environmental groups 
and some politicians want to place the blame for acid rain 
and lake acidification on utility plants, even though scien¬ 
tific research has proven that rainfall acidity is but one of 
the many factors affecting acidity in lakes. And the extent 
to which power plants contribute to acid rain isn’t really 
known either. 

We are convinced that adding hundreds of millions of 
dollars of additional scrubbers and other expensive equip¬ 
ment to power plants would not be cost effective. The 
problem would not be solved. More research is needed first 
to determine the causes and the most cost-effective 
remedies. 

If you don’t want you electric bill to be increased by 
unnecessary and imprudent actions in Washington on the 
acid rain issue, we suggest you write to your congressmen 
and senators. Tell them that Congress shouldn’t jump to 
conclusions on a subject as complex as this and that you, 
as a consumer, would be paying for a pig in a poke through 
your electric bill if electric utilities are made the villain in 
hasty legislative action. 
16d 
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The storm is over, 
but dang er lingers 

While we understand the urgency of 
restoring electric power to our mem¬ 
ber-owners after a severe storm, we 
consider hazardous conditions created 
by the storm to be our first priority. 
That means the detection and repair of 

downed overhead power lines, and we 
need your help. 

Power lines that have been snapped 
or pulled down as the result of a storm 
present a serious, even deadly danger. 
If you come across a downed wire, 

An SI EC service truck sits facing a 
snow-packed road. 

stay completely away from it. Don’t 
touch the line, the pole to which it is 
attached, or anything else in contact 
with the wire. Call us immediately — 

don’t assume someone else will. We 
want to know about downed wires 
immediately so we can send our pro¬ 
fessionally trained linemen to make 
the needed repairs. 

Take some time today to teach 
your children about the dangers of 
downed electric wires. Instruct them 
to tell you or another adult as soon as 
possible about the problem, and to 
warn other children away. 

Never, never assume a wire is harm¬ 
less. Let us make the determinations 
and the repairs. Together we’ll con¬ 
tinue to keep our community safe 
from electric accidents. 

February snow storm 
brings out good neighbors 

Before the raging wind subsides, the 
clouds lift, the snow stops, or sun 

shines, the Cooperative personnel go 
to work. One phone call alerts the line¬ 
men and activates the machinery. 

The last week in February, heavy 
snowfall caused accumulation on trees 
and branches broke and sagged, 
damaging Cooperative lines. The SIEC 
distribution system suffered 10 per¬ 
cent damage right down through the 
middle. 

The heavy snow made it impossible 
to reach some interrupted connec¬ 

tions. Outage calls began Sunday inter¬ 
mittently. About 1 a.m. Monday, 
problems really began to arise. The 
men worked all day Monday and 
through Monday night. All consumers 
were restored by this time with the 
exception of a few isolated cases. 
Those who could not be restored were 
notified by phone that they could not 
have any power until sometime the 
next day. Tuesday the crews were able 
to energize all services. 

The directors and management of 
Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 

would like to thank all the good neigh¬ 
bors who came to our assistance 
during this emergency. People brought 
tractors and pulled our trucks out of 
snow drifts. Some took tractors and 
pulled the trucks through snow drifts 
to the problem area. Some tractors 
provided personnel with transporta¬ 
tion by carrying them to different 
locations. Without these kind folks, 
consumers would not have been 
restored in such short time. 
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Heating degree days — 
What does it mean? 

By CAROL L. DUTY 
Administrative Assistant 

As you can readily see, December 
and January of the 1983-84 winter 
had high totals of heating degree days. 
December 1983 showed an increase of 
706 over December 1982. January 
1984 showed an increase of 203 over 
January 1983. The normal for January 
heating degree days is 1,252. What in 
the world is a heating degree day and 
how does it concern you, our average 
Cooperative member? 

A heating degree day is a system of 
measurement. You won’t find it on 
your usual chart of weights and 
measures. It is not required informa¬ 
tion for survival. It is a formula used 
by power company personnel and 
industries associated with energy con¬ 
servation, heating and cooling, home 
building, appliances, etc. in estimating 
heating system energy consumption. 

To determine heating degree days, 
you use 65 degrees Fahrenheit as the 
cutoff temperature. You use this 
temperature because of the comfort 
factor — any cooler and you will need 

heat. Any day that the mean tempera¬ 
ture is below 65 has heating degree 
days. The low temperature for the day 
plus the high temperature for the day 
divided by two equals the mean for 

the day. For example: 32 + 68 = 100, 
divided by 2 = 50 as the mean tem¬ 
perature for the day. The mean tem¬ 
perature subtracted from 65 gives you 
the heating degree days for that par¬ 
ticular day. The total for a given 
period, such as a month, give techni¬ 
cians a rule for estimating heating 
system energy consumption. 

No one needs to be told that the 
winter of 1983-84 was cold. It was 
cold, but compared to the mild winter 
of 1982-83, it was “horrific.” The four 
previous years, heating degree days for 
the month of December fluctuated 
between 800 and 1,200. At 1,512, 

December 1983 was extraordinarily 
cold. Your heating costs reflected this 
extreme. January figures for the same 
four-year period have fluctuated 
between 1,100 and 1,500 heating 
degree days. The normal would have 
been 1,252 and January 1984 was 68 
in excess of that norm. February 1984 
was a surprise, perhaps, but a welcome 
one. Heating degree days fell to the 
level of 1983. 

The figures on the accompanying 
heating degree days chart were fur¬ 
nished by the Springfield, Illinois 
Capitol- Airport Reporting Service. 
When required, these figures may be 
obtained from the nearest weather 
reponing station. 

The weather in Southern Illinois is 
so sporadic, one must agree with the 
comment, “If you don’t like the 
weather in Southern Illinois today, 
stick around, because tomorrow it is 
bound to be different.” Because of 
these dramatic climatic variances, a 
standard of measurement had to be 
devised to compensate and yet accu¬ 
rately indicate energy consumption 
used for heat when the temperature 
falls below 65 degrees Fahrenheit. 
Respectfully, we submit to the genius 
of modern statisticians, and their 
formula for “heating degree days.” 

Heating degree days 
Springfield Capitol Airport Reporting Service 

Month 1979-80 1980-81 1981-82 1982-83 1983-84 

July  0 0 0 0 0 

August  9 0 0 5 0 

September  50 49 51 86 75 

October  323 395 332 325 269 

November  684 675 581 656 574 

December  898 1,028 1,169 806 1,512 

January  1,146 1,193 1,483 1,117 1,320 

February  1,249 906 1,139 836 835 

March  857 648 760 749 — 

April  421 181 502 501 — 

May  95 184 9 169 — 

June  8 0 20 14 — 

TOTALS  5,740 5,259 6,046 5,264 4,585 
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SPECIAL PRE-SEASON 

SALE 

All carry over air conditioner 

stock at good savings!! 

Cash and carry prices good until May 15, 1984 

5,800 BTU 
GE CARRY-COOL® 
ROOM AIR CONDITIONER 

• 115 Volts, 7.5 Amps 
• Easy Installation 
• 10 Position Thermostat 

• 2 Fan/2 Cooling Speeds 

NOW ONLY 

$ 309.95 

11,800 BTU 
GE SUPERTHRUST™ 
ROOM AIR CONDITIONER 

• Hi-Efficiency* 8.0 EER 
• 115 Volts, 12.0 Amps 
• Energy Saver Switch 
• 3 Fan/3 Cooling Speeds 

NOW ONLY 

$ 579.95 

'Before purchasing this appliance, read important energy cost 
and efficiency information available. 

7,600 BTU 
GE QUIETAIRE 
ROOM AIR CONDITIONER 

• Hi-Efficiency,* 7.5 EER 
• 115 Volts, 9.1 Amps 
• 3 Fan/3 Cooling Speeds 
• Mounts Flush 

NOW ONLY 

$ 409.95 
'Before purchasing this appliance, read important energy cost 
and efficiency information available. 

AD723 

22,900/22,600 BTU 
GE SUPERTHRUST™ 
ROOM AIR CONDITIONER 

• 230/208 Volts, 
15.6/16.8 Amps 

• 2 Fan/2 Cooling Speeds 
• Powerful Air Discharge 
• 10 Position Thermostat 

NOW ONLY 

$ 689.95 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
Dongola 
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Social Security 
bulletin 

During a power outage. 

Your response helps ours 
When you call your electric cooperative to 

report an outage, chances are that you'll receive a 
busy signal. Members served by the same power 
line or substation that serves you will also be 
phoning in their reports... and that could mean 
dozens or even hundreds of incoming calls. We 
realize it can get a little frustrating to call your 
cooperative repeatedly and continue getting 
a busy signal. But we ask your patience and 
understanding ... and your help. 

You see, the more calls we receive from 

members, the easier it becomes for us to 
determine the extent and source of the 
outage and the faster we can dispatch our 
crews.... Besides, you shouldn't assume 
that your neighbors have reported the 
outage. They may have phone trouble or 
might not even be home. And waiting to report 
an outage could mean unnecessary delays in having 
your service restored. 

We do ask that you check your breakers and 
fuses before you phone us. If they're okay, call your 
neighbor to see if his power is off. Then call your 
cooperative and be prepared to provide us 
with the information we need to help locate 
you and the possible problem. 

We regret the inconvenience caused by an 
electrical outage - whether the cause is a 
vehicle accident, a trespassing raccoon or a 
severe thunderstorm - but with your help, 
those of us at the other end of the telephone 
line will do everything possible to restore your electric service safely and quickly. 

To report an outage 
To report outages during office 

hours, call: 827-3 55 5 

To report outages after hours 
(nights, weekends, holidays), call: 
Dongola, 827-3689 Carl George 
Dongola, 827-3 579 Ron Medlin 
Dongola, 827-4202 Ken Corzine 
Metropolis area: 
Metropolis, 524-2380 Leonard Martin 
Metropolis, 524-5627 Perry Dailey 

Either the Dongola or Metropolis 
area may communicate via two-way 
radio (between each other) in case of 
emergencies when any of these num¬ 
bers cannot be reached. 

SOUTHERN ILLINOIS 
ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 

Telephone: 827-3555 Box 97 
DONGOLA, ILLINOIS 62926 

by R. R. DRONE 
District Manager 

Carbondale Social Security Office 
Many people do not realize the pro¬ 

tection the Social Security program 
provides to children of young workers. 
Most think of the aid to families with 
dependent children (AFDC) program 
when they think about help available 
to orphans and children. However, in 
1980, the latest year for which com¬ 
plete figures are available, total AFDC 
payments were $12.1 billion, while 
Social Security payments to children 
were $10.4 billion. 

Social Security benefits are paid to 
the unmarried children of retired, 
deceased or disabled workers until the 
child reaches 18 or 19 if still in high 
school. If a child is disabled before age 
22, benefits continue so long as the 
disability exists. Almost four million 
children now get Social Security bene¬ 
fits, and nine out of 10 children under 
age 18 could get benefits should a 

parent die or become disabled. 
By far the largest number of chil¬ 

dren get survivors benefits due to the 
death of a parent — some 2.3 million. 
The second largest number are the 
dependents of disabled workers — 1 
million. Children of retired workers 
number 559,000. A child may get 
benefits on the record of either parent. 

Most impairments found in children 
disabled before 22 involves some form 
of mental retardation or other devel¬ 
opmental problem. Other common 
impairments result from muscular 
dystrophy, multiple sclerosis and 
accidents. 

Essay 
Essay contest winners and run¬ 

ners-up will be reported in the May 
issue of JAMUP. Essays were judged 
March 28 and the winners notified by 
phone. 

The dinner in their honor will be 
held at Shawnee Community College 
April 6. The parents, teachers and 
school officials will be invited to share 
their special night. 

news 
The winning essays, titled “Cooper¬ 

atives Building a Better America,” will 
be presented at that time. Grand prize 
winners will travel to Washington, D.C. 
June 8-15 for the “Youth to Washing¬ 
ton” tour sponsored by the Associa¬ 
tion of Illinois Electric Cooperatives 
and Southern Illinois Electric Cooper¬ 
ative. 
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published by Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Dongola, Illinois 

Area students honored April 6 at Shawnee Community College as winners and finalists in the S/EC "Youth to Washing¬ 
ton" essay contest, include front row, from left, Heidi Eastwood, Regina Brown, Jonni Murray, Tod F. Hinkle, Pam 

Childers, and Mary Kearney. Back row, from left. Shannon Lippert, Phi! Atherton, Lisa Enright, Anthony George, and 
John Schmidt. 

Essay contest winners are honored 
Two area high school juniors have 

been named winners of Southern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative’s 1984 
Youth to Washington Essay Contest. A 
three-judge panel selected Anthony 
George and Lisa Enright, both stu¬ 
dents at Century High School, from a 
field of 33 area students for their 
efforts on this year’s essay theme 
“Cooperatives Building a Better 
America.” 

Anthony is the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Preston George of Grand Chain. Lisa is 
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Enright of Tamms. 

In addition to winning all-expense- 
paid tours to Washington, D.C., June 
8-15, Anthony and Lisa were among 
student representatives of Southern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative awarded 
trips to Springfield on April 25 for 
Illinois Rural Electric Youth Day 
activities. Ten other finalists were also 
awarded trips to Springfield that day; 
Phil Atherton, Shannon Lippert, 

Regina Brown and Heidi Eastwood of 
Century High School; Bryon Kleusner 
of Anna-Jonesboro Community High 
School; Frances Lynn of Joppa High 
School; and Tod F. Hinkle, John 
Schmidt, Mary Kearney and Pam 
Childers of Dongola Unit School. 

Southern Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tive honored its contest finalists, their 
parents and teachers, Friday, April 6, 
with a banquet at Shawnee Commun¬ 
ity College, Ullin. Highlighting the 
program was a presentation of the 
winning essays, a slide presentation on 

the Washington Tour by Richard Hiatt 
of the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives, memories of the 1984 
Tour from Glenn Kessel and Cynthia 
Ritter of Century High School, and 
congratulations from SIEC Board 
President Raymond C. Snell of Thebes 
and Manager Tim Reeves of Dongola. 

Anthony, Lisa and Miss Southern 
Electric Cooperative of 1983, Jonni 
Murray of Dongola, will join approxi¬ 

mately 70 Illinois high school stu¬ 
dents, including winners of similar 
contests sponsored by the state’s elec¬ 
tric cooperatives, on the tour of the 
U.S. Capital. Departing from Spring- 
field on Friday, June 8, the group will 
make its first touring stop at Gettys¬ 
burg National Military Park in Gettys¬ 
burg, Pennsylvania, the following 
morning. They will arrive in Washing¬ 
ton that afternoon. 

The Washington tour itinerary 
includes visits with Illinois representa¬ 
tives and senators and tours of the 
United States Capitol, Smithsonian 
Institution, White House and various 
other memorials and shrines. 

On Wednesday, June 13, the Illinois 
youth tour participants will join 
approximately 900 other students 
from 16 other states and several 
foreign countries for special Rural 
Electric Youth Day activities. The tour 
group will arrive back in Springfield on 
Friday, June 15. 
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Cooperatives building a better America 
By ANTHONY GEORGE 

How do you get to the Final Four 
in college basketball? — you do it 
by playing as a team, “you play 
together.’’ This is the same way coop¬ 
eratives work. Two days after the 
Mayflower anchored in the rolling 
waters of Plymouth Rock in 1620, 
representatives of the 102 persons 
aboard pledged their commitment to 
each other by signing the Mayflower 
Compact. This solemn covenant united 
them in a cooperative. 

They did not call it that, of course, 
but that was the essence of their rela¬ 
tionship. They joined together as 
equals to share in decisions “as a civil 
body politic for our better ordering 
and preservation.” They agreed that 
together they would “frame just and 
equal laws . . . for the general good of 
the colony.” 

Although some differ concerning 
the recipe for a “true” cooperative, 
there is no doubt that the idea, the 
concept itself, reaches back to the 
earliest times of which we know. If 
it does not actually stretch all the way 
to prehistoric man and the fallen tree, 
there is evidence that the cooperative 
method was used as far back as 3100 
B.C., when the Egyptian craftsmen 
and artisans formed co-ops to distri¬ 
bute their wares. 

So, it was by no means a new idea, 
but rather a new use for an old one, 
when rural Americans turned to the 
cooperative form in the 1930’s and 
1940’s. They could find no other way 
to obtain electric service. That is how 
the lights were turned on at last along 
the country roads of America. When 
rural people understood that few 
others really cared because their lives 
were suspended from sundown until 
dawn, they squared off against that 
hard reality and provided light and 
power for themselves. 

On May 11, 1935, President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt issued an 
Executive Order making federal funds 
available to provide rural electric ser¬ 
vice and creating the Rural Electrifica¬ 
tion Administration (REA). Only 10.9 
percent of this country’s farms had 
electric service at that time, but it was 
clear that existing power companies 
were not going to use the new federal 

(This is one of two winning essays 
in the Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative “Youth to Washington” 
Essay Contest. This essay was written 
by Anthony George of Grand Chain, a 
student at Century High School. Next 
month we will print the other winning 
essay by Lisa Enright of Tamms, also a 
Century High School student.) 

loan program to remedy this rural ill. 
That is when rural Americans moved 
aggressively to provide electric service 
for themselves. They needed legally 
recognized corporate entities so they 
could borrow and negotiate contracts, 
and they chose the cooperative form 
because it is user-owned and all share 
in decision-making and in benefits. 

Their objective was not to own 
electric utilities for dollar gain, but to 
obtain the service that would make 
them a part of the electrified 20th 
Century. The nonprofit cooperative 
meshed well with this goal, too, 
because it did not require them to pay 
or extract profits to or from anyone. 

In many instances, they volun¬ 
teered their labor, their land for rights- 
of-way, their teams and equipment 

and their repeated services to sign up 
neighbors as member-owners of the 
new cooperatives. 

They did their jobs so well then and 
in the years that followed that today 
there are nearly 1,000 user-owned 
rural electric systems scattered across 
46 states, delivering electricity to 25 
million rural Americans. Almost all 
rural residents, regardless of where 
they live, now have access to electric 
service. 

These people who cooperated to 
brighten their rural countryside, gen¬ 
erating a glow that shed light and 
warmth across the United States and 
to many darkened corners of the 
world. 

They learned the lesson of mutual 
effort and applied their experience 
repeatedly as they moved together to 
develop the rural areas of this country. 
Their collective thrust has created an 
economical food supply, plus jobs and 
schools and hospitals and thousands of 
businesses, all of which have made 
rural America a powerful contributing 
force in our national economy. 

Cooperatives building a better 
America in comparison to the Final 
Four “they did it together — they 
cooperated! ” 

Another pleasant task fulfilled, these judges have just named the winners of the 
"Youth to Washington" contest. From left are John Shelton, Chairman of Com¬ 
munications Department, Shawnee Community College, Ullin; Carol L. Duty, 
Administrative Assistant and Tour Director for Southern Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
erative, Dongola; Margaret Shotton, Administrative Assistant, Southern Illinois 
Power Cooperative, Marion; and Gordon Billingsley, Information Specialist, SIU 
School of Agriculture, Carbondale. 
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Limit®*1 Tin,e °nly 

U.S. SAVINGS BOND 
I with purchase of this laundry pair 

HEAVY-DUTY 
LARGE CAPACITY 

WASHER 
2 WASHERS IN 1! 

Model WWA8350B 

• Large basket for large loads—Mini-Basket1 

tub for small loads and delicates. 
• 3 wash & spin speeds. 
• “Extra Cleaning Cycles” for heavy soils on 

modern fabrics. 
• Four wash/rinse tem¬ 

perature combinations 
• Six cycles including 

permanent press. 

WAS $539.95 
NOW$479.95 

SAVE$60.00 

Large Capacity 
SIX-CYCLE 

DRYER 

Electric Model DDE8200D 

Six cycles—automatic regular; permanent 
press and knits; regular; dewrinkle; damp dry 
and optional extra care 
Four drying selections— 
high, medium, low 
and no-heat/fluff 
Durable porcelain enamel 
finish on clothes drum 

ONLY 

$389.95 
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Larry Joe Keller, SIEC new employee, smiles as he goes about his many and 
varied responsibilities. Larry began work in March of this year in the position of 
janitor. He and his wife Theresa are parents of two daughters, Sarah and Lenore. 
The Kellers reside in Anna. 

1983 tour winners attending the essay banquet April 6, commented on some of 
their sightseeing and miscellaneous adventures. From left, Glenn Kessel, Mrs. 
Ruth Kessel, and Cynthia Ritter. 

Good grounding reduces 
effects of unwanted voltage 

There is a known phenomenon in 
the area of electronics whereby unpro¬ 
ductive low value voltage is detected 
on surrounding metal things where it 
may or may not cause problems. This 
condition, which has been called by 
such names as stray voltage, neutral- 
earth voltage, earth currents, or tingle 
voltage, will always be present as long 
as we use grounded electrical systems. 
The problem becomes more pro¬ 
nounced when there is a high demand 
for 115 volt electricity, or when wir¬ 
ing, devices or equipment are defec¬ 
tive. Also, when the earth is dry and 
wires are carrying heavy currents, 
10d 

voltages may develop between ground 
rods and other points of earth. It is 
not uncommon to measure 10 volts on 
some ground rods when dry, yet V2 to 
1 volt may be the case when the earth 
is wet. 

Good grounding reduces the 
unwanted or stray voltage problem. 
Good grounding means installing a 
ground rod that is interconnected to 
the utility grounding system at all 
major buildings, and the bonding of all 
metal parts of buildings, fixtures and 
equipment to assure that all metal will 
all be at the same voltage potential. 

1984 Nominating 
Committee 
members 

Members of the 1984 Nominating 
Committee were appointed by the 
president of the board of directors of 
Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
at the 1983 annual meeting on August 
12, 1983. The committee will meet at 
the cooperative headquarters, Rt. 51 
north of Dongola, on June 21, 1984, 
at 8 p.m. to consider nominees for 
election to the board of directors at 
the 1984 annual meeting of the mem¬ 
bers. 

The following were appointed to 
the 1984 Nominating Committee to 
represent their respective counties: 

Alexander County — Frank Blake- 
more, Box 236, Olive Branch, IL 
62969; Charles Bonifield, Miller City, 
IL 62962. 

Johnson County — William Oliver, 
Route 1, Box 213, Grants burg, IL 
62943; Willard Treat, Route 1, 
Cypress, IL 62923. 

Massac County — Warren Main, 
Belknap, IL 62908; Edgar Bremer, 
Route 2, Box 126, Metropolis, IL 
62960. 

Pulaski County — Robert Heisner, 
Grand Chain, IL 62941; Jerry Brown, 
Route 1, Box 86A, Olmsted, IL 
62970. 

Union County — Herman Stokes, 
Route 1, Buncombe, IL 62912; Larry 
Hight, Dongola, IL 62926. 

The bylaws of the cooperative pro¬ 
vide that nominees to the board of 
directors may be made by: (1) Nom¬ 
inating Committee, (2) petition signed 
by 15 or more active members, or (3) 
an active member from the floor at the 
annual meeting. 

The three-year terms of the direc¬ 
tors are expired alternately so that 
each year elections are held for a por¬ 
tion of the board. At the 45th annual 
meeting to be held Friday, August 3, 
1984, elections will be held for a 
director from each of the three 
counties, Massac, Johnson and Alex¬ 
ander. 

Office closing 
The Cooperative office will be 
closed Monday, May 28, to 
observe Memorial Day. 
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Jonni Murray, the 1983 "Miss Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative," and with her, from left, Melanie Harville of Joppa, 
first runner-up; Kimberly Jensen of Thebes, second runner-up; and Melissa Willmes of Metropolis, Miss Congeniality. Many 
of the area beauties, 16-22 years of age, will be contacted by letter during the next few weeks and given beauty pageant 
information. Should you be interested and fail to receive a contact letter, please do not hestiate to notify the cooperative 
office. 

Winning essay 

Cooperatives building a better America 
By LISA ENRIGHT 
Century High School 

From the time the Mayflower 
anchored off Plymouth Rock in 1620, 
and the 102 persons aboard pledged 
their commitment to each other by 
signing the Mayflower Compact, 
Americans have been famous for their 
cooperative spirit. It was this same 
spirit that was woven into the basic 
framework of the United States Con¬ 
stitution with “We, the People . .. ” 
It was this same spirit that gave rise to 
the cooperative form of business 
which has meant a better way of life 
for millions of rural Americans. 

The first American cooperative was 
the brainchild of Benjamin Franklin, 

who persuaded his neighbors to share a 
common risk by forming the Philadel¬ 
phia Contributorship of the Insurance 
of Homes from loss of fires. 

During the next 100 years several 
producers’ cooperatives were formed 
by rural Americans to stimulate the 
marketing of farm products. Consumer 
cooperatives were formed to allow 
consumers to buy goods and services 
more cheaply together than each per¬ 
son could individually. Cooperatives 
made it possible for many people of 
limited resources to share in ownership 
of big businesses. Unlike conventional 
businesses which are dollar-oriented, 
cooperatives are people-oriented. By 
their very nature, cooperatives empha¬ 

size the worth and dignity of people, 
all people. 

The principles followed in these 
early cooperatives provide a basis for 
the six official cooperative principles 
set forth by the International Cooper¬ 
ative Alliance, representing coopera¬ 
tives of 65 countries. These include: 

1. Democratic control, expressed 
on the basis of one member, one vote. 

2. Open membership, indicating 
that cooperative membership should 
be open to those who have reasonable 
use for the service offered, and must 
never be denied on grounds of race, 
religion, sex or national origin. 

3. Limited return on investment, 
(Continued to page 12b) 



Posed between Abraham Lincoln's home and the Visitor's Information Center, the area high school juniors who were 
finalists in the Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative "Youth to Washington" Essay Contest, are photographed for the 
folks back home. A bright, balmy spring day was enjoyed while touring the Executive Mansion, Lincoln's Home, Capitol, 
Old State Capitol and Illinois State Museum. They are, front row, from left, Anthony George, Grand Chain; Lisa Enright, 
Tamms; Bryon Keuesner, Anna; Regina Brown, Olmsted, and Mary Kearney, Dongola. Back row, from left. Tod F. Hinkle, 
Dongola; Pam Childers, Dongola; John Schmidt, Dongola; Heidi C. Eastwood, Karnak, and Carol L. Duty and Ron Medlin, 
chaperones. 

Cooperatives 
(Continued from page 12a) 
eliminating the likelihood of specula¬ 
tion in cooperative stock and empha¬ 
sizing service rather than profit. 

4. Return of margins to new mem¬ 
bers in proportion to their use of the 
cooperative’s services. 

5. Continuing education, recogniz¬ 
ing that cooperative owners will not 
value and support something they do 
not understand. 

6. Cooperation among cooperatives 
to stimulate mutual support among 
the various kinds of user-owned organ¬ 
izations sharing the cooperative pur¬ 
pose. 

Many cooperatives are American 
success stories proving the free enter¬ 

prise system and democratic control 
can work to make a better life for its 
members. One such cooperative is the 
National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association (NRECA), the national 
service organization of nearly 1,000 
rural electric systems, which provides 
the economic lifeline for 25 million 
Americans in 46 states. Founded in 
1942 to unite rural electric systems 
under one banner to protect the inter- 
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est and provide support in the effort 
to serve rural America, NRECA is 
one of the largest, rural-oriented coop¬ 
erative organizations in the United 
States. 

The rural electric systems were 
made possible by the Rural Electri¬ 
fication Administration created by 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt in 
1935. At that time 90 percent of rural 
America was without electricity. The 
population was too sparse and distance 
between homes too great for existing 
electric companies to offer electricity 
to these Americans. The cost would 
have been prohibitive. However, the 
REA made possible the 1,000 rural 
electric systems which brought a new 
way of life to rural America. Today 
98.7 percent of the 2.3 million U.S. 
farms are electrified. 

A typical rural electric system is a 
consumer-owned cooperative managed 
locally. It is about 40 years old, with 
1,856 miles of line, and serves 7,238 
consumers in portions of three coun¬ 
ties. Not only farms, but churches, 
rural businesses and non-farm resi¬ 
dences benefit from these coopera¬ 
tives. The congestion of cities has been 
relieved because people and businesses 
have moved to the rural areas. The 

rural areas of today not only created 
an economical food supply, they 
provide jobs, schools, hospitals, and 
businesses which have made rural 
America a powerful contributing force 
in the national economy. 

Today’s electric cooperatives are 
not trouble-free. They face the 
problems of increased cost of fuel, 
materials and labor, complicated by 
restrictive environmental regulations, 
high interest rates and an uncertain 
economy. This has stimulated a 
renewal of the cooperative spirit as 
members work together to solve the 
problems as efficiently as possible 
while meeting the needs of the mem¬ 
bers. 

The same spirit of cooperation that 
brought those early Americans 
through the hardships of building a 
new country is at work today enabling 
Americans to build a better America. 
Through cooperatives — the type of 
business which best exemplifies the 
American free enterprise system — the 
dreams of yesterday have become the 
realities of today. By the pooling of 
people power, muscle power, thinking 
power, and bargaining power coopera¬ 
tives are at work building an even 
better America for the future. 
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MODERN DAT COOKING- 
QUICK ft EASY 

• Spacious 1.4 cu. ft. oven cavity. 
• Time Cooking with 60-minute timer. 
• Variable Power Level Control for added versa¬ 

tility in cooking and defrosting. 
• Convenient Recipe Guide on control panel pro¬ 

vides quick reference of cooking times and 
power levels of often pre- IAIAO Mi- 
pared foods. WAS $299.95 

• Double Duty™ shelf. 
• “Microwave Guide and 

Cookbook” included. 

NOW$279.95 

SAVE $20.00 

Extra-wide oven 
Eye-level touch controls 
Auto Roast feature uses the MicroThermometer7 

temperature probe 
Cook Code™ control—provides a short-cut 
method to programming cooking time and 
power level 
Two position shelf 
Time of day clock 
Time or temperature 
cooking 
10 power levels 
Cooktop light 
Built-in exhaust system 
with two-speed fan 

WAS $639.95 
NOW $589.95 

SAVE $50.00 

• Dual Wave™ microwave system designed for 
good even cooking 

• 99-Minute digital timer for time cooking 
• Defrosts in minutes instead of hours 
• 10 Power levels nuiv 
• Microwave guide and UNLI 

cookbook included. $329.95 

GE. WE BRING GOOD THINGS TO LIFE. 

Dual Wave™ microwave system—Designed for 
good, even cooking results. 
Spacious 1.4 cu ft. oven cavity. 
Auto Roast feature is designed to provide even, 
accurate and gentle . . .. _ + _ 
cooking of meats. \NAS $409.95 
Electronic touch controls. oc 
10 Power Levels. NOW 
Time of Day Clock. SAVE $20.00 

GE. WE BRING GOOD THINGS TO LIFE. 
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Shawnee Library System serves 18 counties 
“Delivery of Scientific & Technical 

Information (STI) Through Rural 
Public Libraries” is the title of an 
LSCA Title I grant project to the 
Shawnee Library System approved by 
the Illinois State Library. The project 
will attempt to determine whether 
rural public libraries in Illinois can 
effectively channel STI to small busi¬ 
ness, farmers and other technical and 
professional persons. A librarian at 
system headquarters will serve the 
information and literature needs of 
persons in the specified target group 

by working through the local public 
libraries and by utilizing the resources 
of ILLINET, the multi-type library 
network of the state. 

In one sense this project will serve 
as a test of whether the system con¬ 
cept and that of ILLINET can be 
adapted successfully to the needs of a 
specialized group, in this case, farmers 

and business people. In another sense, 
the project will refine the system 
concept in several ways. Shawnee 
Library System has hired Donna 
Leicht as project librarian, to devote 
full attention to interlibrary loan 
requests in the target area. The STI 
Project adds to current system practice 
by providing special outreach work 
and publicity about the ability of the 
public library to produce desired docu¬ 
ments and information in applied tech¬ 
nology. And finally, interlibrary loan 
for individuals in the target area will 
be personalized and refined, e.g., by 
calling the patron when necessary to 
supplement the information from the 
local library about the request, by 
using machine-readable data bases and 
other sources to find what is desired, 
by monitoring all such requests to see 
that they are filled successfully and 
promptly, and by securing from the 

patron an evaluation of the service. 
Concentration of STI Project 

efforts will be placed on three main 
objectives. One is to make the persons 
in the target groups aware and 
informed of what relevant services can 
be rendered them by and through their 
local public libraries. A second is to fill 
effectively the requests for applied 
technology literature or information 
which come from persons in the target 
group. The third objective is to involve 
the local public library intimately in 
this process, and not to bypass it inso¬ 
far as possible. The key role of the 
local library as the patron’s access 
point to the network will be empha¬ 
sized. 

Dr. Herbert Goldhor, of the Univer¬ 
sity of Illinois Library Research Cen¬ 
ter, will assist the Shawnee Library 
System in evaluation and measurement 
of the STI Project. 

Social Security 
bulletin 
By R. R. DRONE 
District Manager 

Carbondale Social Security Office 
Every American is affected either 

directly or indirectly by Social Secur¬ 
ity, but certain elements of the pro¬ 
gram are particularly relevant to 
women. 

While we occasionally read about a 
man remaining at home to care for his 
children while his wife is employed 
outside the home, these are not the 
usual roles; it is almost always the 
woman who interrupts her career to 
raise the children. These women 
should realize that the work credits 
they have already earned remain on 
their work record and are added to 
any additional credits they earn after 
returning to work. 

Some women, like men, work 
throughout their adult lives. These 
women are earning credits toward 
their retirement benefits. In addition, 
those who are married and have chil¬ 
dren are earning protection for their 
families, including disability and sur¬ 

vivors insurance. 
For example, a woman who 

becomes disabled and is unable to 
work for at least 12 months may be 
eligible for disability benefits if she has 
worked long enough and recently 
enough under Social Security. Those 
who receive disability payments for 24 
months also become entitled to Medi¬ 
care protection. 

The disabled woman’s unmarried 
children may be entitled to benefits. 
Monthly checks are payable to chil¬ 
dren under 19 who are attending 

elementary or high school full time. 
The disabled woman’s husband may 

also qualify for payments if he is at 
least 62. Even if he is under 62, he 
may qualify if he is caring for a child 
under 16 or disabled and entitled to 
benefits. 

If the woman dies, her widower and 
children may receive monthly survi¬ 
vors checks. 

Additional information about the 
particular relevance of Social Security 
to women may be obtained at the 
Carbondale Social Security Office. 
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l 
WANT 
YOU 

To attend your Cooperative’s 
Annual Meeting on Aug. 3 

• Entertainment 
• Election of directors 
• Early-bird prizes 
• Miss Southern Beauty Pageant 
• Attendance prizes 

Registration 5 p.m.-7 p.m. 
The 45 th annual meeting 

notice will be in the mail July 27, 
1984. Read the comments and 
reports of your management and 
officers. The registration card 
will be attached to the notice. 
Bring it with you to the annual 
meeting Aug. 3 at the Shawnee 
Community College, Ullin-Grand 
Chain Road. Food will be avail¬ 
able in the cafeteria. 

High school students representing Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative in Wash¬ 
ington, D.C., June 8-15, from left are: Pam Childers of Dongola, Lisa A. Enright 
of Tamms, Anthony George of Grand Chain, and Jonni Murray of Dongola. 
Pictured with them is Robert W. Patton, tour director for the Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives. 

How important are 
annual meetings? 

“Annual meetings are to cooper¬ 

ative organizations as the convening 
of a freely elected legislative body 
is to a democratic society. The sys¬ 
tem won’t function as an instru¬ 
ment of the people if it is supposed 
to serve without them. Annual 
meetings are not fun-and-games 
outings. A great many of us work 
harder and longer hours there than 
at any other time of the year. They 

are serious business events, where 
critical decisions are and must be 
made affecting the future of every 
rural electric consumer-member. It 
is a learning time for all of us — and 
a time for renewal of our personal 
commitment.” 

—Robert D. Partridge, 
Former Executive Vice President 

National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association 
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BARE WIRE 
7200 volts 

^ BARE WIRE 
connected to earth 

ARE YOU AWARE? 
that electric lines 
along roads and 

through fields 
are BAREI 

Many, many people take for granted that all electric wires are 
insulated. This idea may come from the fact that electric wires such 
as extension cords or service drops to houses are covered because 
they can be touched easily. Their lower voltages also make it eco¬ 
nomically practical for them to be coated. On the other hand, 
higher voltage wires out of normal reach are seldom insulated with a 
covering. 

The higher voltage lines along your road and across country are 
installed in accordance with National Safety Codes set out for 
utilities. The wires are located at specified heights and distances to 
take full advantage of nature's insulators, air and space. 

ground rod ll 

Groundwire 
vs. 
mowers 

When you are mowing weeds 
around distribution-line poles, be sure 
to avoid contacting the poles with the 
mower. When the mower rides against 
the pole, the base becomes scored, 
exposing the inner pole to decaying, 
insects and weather conditions. 

Often the copper groundwire run¬ 
ning down the side of the pole is cut 
by the mower also. When a groundwire 
is cut, the effectiveness of lightning 
protection equipment is reduced and 
the susceptibility of other electrical 
equipment (transformers, regulators, 
etc.) to lightning damage increases. 

By increasing the potential for 
lightning damage to equipment on the 
distribution system, a cut groundwire 
may expose a member’s service to 
damage from a voltage surge. 

Please practice caution when mow¬ 
ing around distribution-line poles. Do 
not let the mower ride against the 
pole. This will prevent premature 
decay of the poles and help maintain 
proper operation of lightning devices. 

Social security 

SSI rules 
important 

By R. R. DRONE 
District Manager 

Carbondale Social Security Office 
People who receive supplemental 

security income (SSI) payments are 
responsible for reporting any change in 
their circumstances that could affect 
the amount of their payment. Gener¬ 
ally, these are changes in one’s income, 
resources, living arrangements or other 
means of support. 

SSI payments are made to people 
with limited income and resources 
who are 65 and over or blind or dis¬ 
abled. The maximum federal payments 
may be as high as $314 for an indivi¬ 
dual and $472 for a couple. The actual 
payment a person receives will vary, 
depending on the person’s income, 
resources and living arrangements. 

Although benefit eligibility and 

payment amounts are reviewed period¬ 
ically, the primary responsibility for 
reporting any changes in the condi¬ 
tions upon which the payments are 
based rests with the beneficiary. Fail¬ 
ure to report changes that affect one’s 
eligibility for payments could result in 
overpayments. The law requires that 
overpayments be paid back. In addi¬ 
tion, a penalty may be imposed if it is 
determined that failure to report the 
change in circumstances was inten¬ 
tional. 

The most common changes that 
people fail to report are changes in 
living arrangements, earning and bank 

accounts. Joint bank accounts in 
particular often go unreported. Recip¬ 
ients do not always understand that if 
their name is on a bank account, even 
if they consider the account to be the 
other person’s account, it is considered 
a resource to the recipient for SSI pur¬ 
poses. 

Other events recipients or their 
representatives must report immedi¬ 
ately are: 

• if they move or change their 
address. 
• if someone moves into or out of the 
household. 
• if they leave the United States for 
30 days or more. 
• if other household members’ 
income goes up or down. 
• if the condition of a blind or dis¬ 
abled person improves. 
• if someone starts or stops helping 
them pay their bills. 
• if they enter or leave an institution. 
• if they or someone living with them 
gets married, divorced or separated. 
• if a person receiving SSI payments 
in the household dies. 
• if they buy, sell or are given any 
items of value. 
• if there is any change in resources. 

These are just some of the events 
that must be reported. Reports can be 
made by telephone, mail or in person 
to any Social Security office. The 
office also has free pamphlets that 
explain in detail the kind of changes 
that must be reported. 
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Spacious 1.4 cu. ft. oven cavity. 
Time Cooking with 60-minute timer. 
Variable Power Level Control for added versa¬ 
tility in cooking and defrosting. 

Convenient Recipe Guide on control panel pro 
vides quick reference of cooking times and 
power levels of often pre 
pared foods. 
Double Duty™ shelf. 
"Microwave Guide and 
Cookbook” included. 

WAS $299.95 
NO W$279.95 

SAVE $20.00 

• Dual Wave™ microwave system designed for 
good even cooking 

• 99-Minute digital timer for time cooking 
• Defrosts in minutes instead of hours 
• 10 Power levels 
• Microwave guide and 

cookbook included. 

ONLY 
$329.95 

GE. WE BRING GOOD THINGS TO LIFE. 

Extra-wide oven 
Eye-level touch controls 
Auto Roast feature uses the MicroThermometer™ 
temperature probe 
Cook Code™ control—provides a short-cut 
method to programmint 
power level 
Two position shelf 
Time of day clock 
Time or temperature 
cooking 
10 power levels 
Cooktop light 
Built-in exhaust system 
with two-speed fan 

cooking time and 

WAS $639.95 
NOW $589.95 
SAVE $50.00 

• Dual Wave™ microwave system—Designed for 
good, even cooking results. 

• Spacious 1.4 cu ft. oven cavity. 
• Auto Roast feature is designed to provide even, 

accurate and gentle 
cooking of meats. WAS $409.95 

• Electronic touch controls. QC 

• 10 Power Levels. NOW 
• Time of Day Clock. SAVE $20.00 

GE. WE BRING GOOD THINGS TO LIFE. 
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Contestants in last year's contest 

Beauty pageant feature of annual meeting 
Trip to Washington, D.C., and other prizes 

await contestants in competition 
The highlight of the 45th annual 

meeting of the members to be held at 
Shawnee College, Ullin, will be the 
crowning of “Miss Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 1984.” The pag¬ 
eant offers daughters of Cooperative 
members the opportunity to compete 
for the expense-paid trip to Washing¬ 
ton, D.C., with the essay contest 

winners in June 1985. 
Eligible girls may enter the contest 

by completing and mailing the entry 
form at the bottom of this page. Do 
this immediately! 

RULES 
Entrant must be a member of a 

family who has an active membership 
currently receiving power from the 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative. 
Entrant must be unmarried 

between the ages of 16 and 22. 
Previous first-place winners are not 

eligible. 
Candidates will appear in formals 

and swimsuits (other than bikini). 
Cooperative does not bear the 

winner’s clothing expense. 
First Prize: $100 cash, trophy, sash, 

and all-expense-paid trip to Washing¬ 
ton, D.C. 

Second Prize: $75 cash and gift. (In 
the event First Prize winner cannot go 
to Washington, the Second Prize 
winner has the opportunity. 

Third Prize: $50 cash and gift. 
Consolation prize of $10 cash 

awarded to each entry. 
“Miss Congeniality” trophy 

awarded to contestant chosen by other 
entrants in the competition. 

Entries will be judged as follows. 
Beauty: 25% Facial, 25% Figure; 
Poise: 10% Posture, 5% Grace; Person¬ 
ality: 15% Charm, 10% Grooming; 
Ability: 5% Past Achievements, 5% 
Talent or Domestic Ability. 

Beauty Pageant Entry Form 
I agree to abide by the rules set forth herein and I herewith give my permission 
for the Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative to use my picture and name for 
any publicity purposes in connection with the contest. I understand that if I 
should win the contest and be unable to participate in cooperative activities, 
an alternate may be selected in the manner described. 

Name  

Address  

Account No Age  Date of Birth   
(obtain from billing book) 
Parents' Name  

(Applicant) 
I certify that this information is true to the best of my knowledge. Please 
accept my entry in the Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative Beauty Contest. 

Signed  

If living with other than parents give name and address of person you live with. 
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Do you know 
these people? 

The abandoned property list for the 
period 7/1/76 to 6/30/77 includes the 
following names with their last known 
address. Refund checks issued to these 
consumers were returned because of 
no forwarding address. 

Wayne Hannah, General Delivery, 
Grand Chain, IL 62941 

Doug Draper, Alto Pass, IL 62905 
Dennis Fleming, Route 3, Box 50, 

Cobden, IL 62920 
Douglas Sutton, Route 2, Metrop¬ 

olis, IL 62960 
Wm. H. Flourney, Route 1, Olm¬ 

sted, IL 62970 
Mary Breedwell, Elco, IL 62929 
James W. Cuber, Route 3, Carbon- 

dale, IL 62901 
Bill Ticer, Dongola, IL 62926 
Gilbert L. West, Route 2, Jones¬ 

boro, IL 62952 
Tom Donahue, Jonesboro, IL 

62952 
Wayne Cornman, Karnak, IL 62956 
Lawrence Robbins, Route 1, 

Vienna, IL 62995 
Anita Little, Karnak, IL 62956 
Ervin Hines, Box 21, Tamms, IL 

62988 
Christine Wright, Makanda, IL 

62958 
Marvin Dewayne Johnson, Route 1, 

Grand Chain, IL 62941 
Barbara Carr, Route 1, Tamms, IL 

62988 

MISS SOUTHERN ILLINOIS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 1984 
Rebecca Lynn Keil, 19, daughter of Jack and Pat Keil, Rural Route, Dongola, 
was crowned the new "Miss Southern" during the annual meeting of the coop¬ 
erative members held at Shawnee Community College Aug. 3. Beck! is presently 
a junior at Murray State University. She attended Shawnee College for two 
years, where she was a cheerleader and named to the Dean's List. Beck! is 
planning a career as a kindergarten teacher. As part of her prize. Miss Southern 
will accompany the Illinois essay winners in June 1985 on the "Youth to Wash¬ 
ington " tour. 

New billing books being mailed in September 
New billing books will be mailed in 

September for your Oct. 1 meter read¬ 

ing. If you have not received the book 

by Oct. 1, please call your Cooperative 

September 1984 

office at 827-3555. 
Electric rates will remain the same 

as last year for at least the first six 
months of the new billing year. At 

that time the board of directors will 
review our financial situation to 
determine whether rates need to be 
changed. 

14a 



First runner-up Heidi Eastwood, 16-year-old daughter of 

Robert and Louise Eastwood, Karnak. Heidi is a student at 

Century High School and is varsity cheerleader. Beta Club 

secretary, and a member of the band and softball team. She 

enjoys tennis, swimming and playing softball. 

Second runner-up Angie Thornburg, 16-year-old daughter 

of Dennis and Elaine Thornburg, Anna. Angie is a student 

at Anna-Jonesboro Community High School and is active in 

Student Council, French Club, Mu Alpha Theta, Local 

Honor Society and scholastic team competition. She is a 

member of the volleyball and softball teams. She enjoys 
swimming, reading and being with friends. 

Special recognition was awarded by the judges to Natalie 

Lynn Adams, for the evening gown competition. She is the 

17-year-old daughter of Robert and Ruby Adams, Cobden. 

She attends Southeast Missouri State University and plans a 

career in business administration and computer science. 

Miss Congeniality Staci Lucinda Kennedy, 17-year-old 

daughter of Scott and Delphine Kennedy, Metropolis. Staci 

attends Massac County High School and is active in Student 

Council, Mu Alpha Theta, Science Club, Spanish Club and 

scholastic team competition. She is a cheerleader and mem¬ 
ber of the pep dub. She enjoys dancing, tennis, softball and 

piano. 
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"Miss Southern 1984" Rebecca Lynn Keil, Dongo/a; Frances Elizabeth Lynn, 17-year-old daughter of Aubrey and Evelyn 

Lynn, Metropolis; Karen Marie Wendling, 16-year-old daughter of Joe and Alice Wend ling, Tamms; Kimberly Kay Jensen, 

17-year-old daughter of Dale and Elaine Walden, Tamms; and Jennifer Lynn Wendling, 17-year-old daughter of Joe and 

Alice Wendling, Tamms. 

Shelly Rowe, 18-year-old daughter of Ken and Joyce Rowe, Anna; Melanie Rhodes, 17-year-old daughter of Harley and 

Patsy Rhodes, Anna; Kim Michaels, 17-year-old daughter of Samuel and Ruth Michaels, Buncombe; and Nicole Raquel 

Marvel I, 17-year-old daughter of Michael and Thelma Marvel I, Tamms. 

Angie Thornburg, second runner-up, Anna; Shawn Marie Martin, 16-year-old daughter of Tom and Carol Meyers, Karnak; 
Heidi Eastwood, first runner-up, Karnak; and "Miss CongenialityStaci Lucinda Kennedy, Metropolis. 

Denise Marie Nobles, 18-year-old daughter of Mrs. Betty George, Cobden; Lisa AHene Enright, 17-year-old daughter of 

Robert and Suzanne Enright, Tamms; Natalie Lynn Adams, Special Recognition for Gown, Cobden; Jamie Story, 16-year- 

old daughter of Charles and Linda Johnson, Metropolis; and Mia Stevens, 17-year-old daughter of Marion and Dianna 

Stevens, Olive Branch. 
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Mr. and Mrs. George Temke of Olm¬ 
sted, were winners of the General Elec¬ 

tric portable color TV donated by 
J/MELCO, Inc., Jacksonville, Ark. 
Presenting the prize is Larry Lovell, 
Office Manager of SI EC. 

jci/le Niemeyer, Karnak, winner 
40 gallon Rheem hot water 
■ot a big hug from great grand- 

Raegan Lee Anderson. 

Mr. William S. Rhodes, Cobden, won 

the grand prize television and stand 
provided by SI EC and General Electric 

Co. 

Entertainment by the 

ers, Ullin. 

oen Broth- 
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COOPERATIVES 

BUILDING A BETTER AMERICA 

October Is Co-op Month. 
October is the month we observe 

cooperatives. What makes cooperatives 
so special. What do they provide? Who 
do they benefit? Who controls their 
operation? 

Cooperatives obtain services, buy 
goods, and market products through 
such diverse user-owned businesses as 
farm supply and marketing organiza¬ 
tions, credit unions, rural electric and 
telephone systems, nursery schools, 
housing cooperatives, health care 
cooperatives, insurance cooperatives, 
grain elevators and many others. 

While cooperatives operate under 
common principles based on demo¬ 
cratic control and non-profit opera¬ 
tions, cooperatives didn’t arise so 
much from dogma as a desire for 
economic relief. Cooperative historians 
point out that cooperatives have 
appeared only where existing institu¬ 
tions failed to offer goods or services 
on terms the users could afford. 

Cooperatives operate as close to 
cost as possible and any margins above 
operating expenses are credited to the 
partners or members. 

Because of cooperatives, millions of 
Americans individually have been able 
to profit and main street America has 
piofited. Cooperatives are local. They 
mvst do business where their members 
^art — where the need is. They can’t 
pack up and move if the economic 
climate looks better elsewhere. They 
car succeed or fail only where they are. 

MISS SOUTHERN RECEIVES ANOTHER CROWN 
The reigning Miss Southern, Rebecca Lynn Keil, is the 19-year-old daughter of 
Jack and Pat Keil of Dongoia. Becki gained further honors August 18 when she 
was crowned the 1984 Cobden Peach Festival Queen. In this competition, she 
was also named Miss Sportswear. 

Photo courtesy of Tri-County Record 
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1984 annual meeting door prize winners 
PRIZE EARLY BIRD DONOR PRIZE EARLY BIRD DONOR 

25 Ft. Extension Cord William Rhodes 
Cobden, IL 

Electric Lab & Sales Corp. 
P.O. Box 729 
Mattoon, IL 61938 

21 Lb. Box Concentrated 
Laundry Detergent 

John B. Mathis 
Karnak, IL 

Fruit Belt Service Co. 
P.O. Box 366 
Vienna, IL 62995 

6 Quarts Fire & Ice 
10W40 Motor Oil 

Lucille Niemeyer 
Karnak, IL 

Smoot Oil Company 
P.O. Box 155 
Dongola, IL 62926 

Norelco Clean Air 
Machine 

Delbert Mayer 
Grand Chain, IL 

Rural Line Engineers 
6619 Clayton Road 
Clayton, MO 63117 

19” Genera] Electric- 
Portable Color T.V. 

George Temkc 
Olmsted, IL 

JIMELCO, Inc. 
P.O. Box 216 
Jacksonville, AR 72076 

Panasonic FM-AM 
Electronic Digital 
Clock/Radio 

Leona Herren 
Dongola, IL 

Drake Scruggs Equip. 
P.O. Box 2549 
Springfield, IL 62708 

Hamilton Beach Hot 
Air Corn Popper 

J ames Sissom 
Thebes, IL 

Oil Field Electric Co., Inc. 
P.O. Box 247 
West Frankfort, IL 62896 

One Year Subscrip¬ 
tion Gift Certificate 

Lavcrn Gore 
Buncombe, IL 

Dongola Tri-County Record 
P.O. Box 187 
Dongola, IL 62926 

6 Qts. Fire & Ice 
10W40 Motor Oil 

Warren Goines 
Grand Chain, IL 

Smoot Oil Company 
P.O. Box 155 
Dongola, IL 62926 

Presto 11" Electric 
Fry Pan 

Joseph Wcndling 
Tamms, IL 

United Utility Supply Coop. 
P.O. Box 32170 
Louisville, KY 40232 

General Electric- 
Peeling Wand 

Bob Reynolds 
Metropolis, IL 

Jimmie Montgomery Refrig. 
Cypress, IL 62923 

“Choose Your Gift” 
Catalog 

Joe Kraatz 
Olmsted, IL 

Stanley Consultants 
Stanley Building 
Muscatine, IA 52761 

6 Qts. Fire & Ice 
10W40 Motor Oil 

Dennis Helton 
Dongola, IL 

Smoot Oil Company 
P.O. Box 155 
Dongola, IL 62926 

$50 U.S. Savings Bond Phyllis Oliver 
Metropolis, IL 

First State Bank 
Dongola, IL 62926 

21 Lb. Box Concentrated 
Laundry Detergent 

Raymond Crockett 
Grantsburg, IL 

Fruit Belt Service Co. 
P.O. Box 366 
Vienna, IL 62995 

6 Qts. Fire & Ice 
10W40 Motor Oil 

Robert L. Cannupp 
Buncombe, IL 

Smoot Oil Company 
P.O. Box 155 
Dongola, IL 62926 

9 Volt Battery Operated 
Firex Smoke Alarm 

W. J. Hannan 
Olmsted, IL 

Schott Electrical Disc 
1109 N. Kingshighway 
Cape Girardeau, MO 63701 

Pushbutton Caesar's 
Telephone with Redial 

Scott Kennedy 
Metropolis, IL 

Warehouse Office Furniture 
P.O. Box 529 
Anna, IL 62906 

6 Qts. Fire & Ice 
10W40 Motor Oil 

I. O. Hodge 
Belknap, IL 

Smoot Oil Company 
P.O. Box 155 
Dongola, IL 62926 

“Hot Shot” Water 
Dispenser 

Cecil Whitney 
Jonesboro, IL 

Donco Inc. Elec. Const. 
P.O. Box 120 
Eldorado, IL 62930 

Electronic Lamp Timer Berry Womack 
Karnak, IL 

Fletcher Reinahrdt Co. 
11440 Schenk Drive 
Maryland Heights, MO 63043 

6 Qts. Fire & Ice 
10W40 Motor Oil 

John Schnaare 
Olmsted, IL 

Smoot Oil Company 
P.O. Box 155 
Dongola, IL 62926 

Hamilton Beach 
Electric Knife 

Noah Horstman 
Metropolis, IL 

Escambia Treating Co. 
P.O. Box 55 
Bluford, IL 62814 

2 Wooden Patio 
Chairs 

Charles L. Elting 
Goreville, IL 

Thomasson Lumber Co. 
P.O. Box 730 
Philadelphia, MS 39350 

Proctor-Silex 4-Slice 
Toaster 

Billy Glen Tatum 
Thebes, IL 

WESCO 
2820 Market Street 
St. Louis, MO 63103 

General Electric 
Broil-R-Grill 

Betty Terry 
Metropolis, IL 

Oil Field Electric Co. 
P.O. Box 247 
West Frankfort, IL 62896 

6 Qts. Fire & Ice 
10W40 Motor Oil 

Linda Bayless 
Grand Chain, IL 

Smoot Oil Company 
P.O. Box 155 
Dongola, IL 62926 

Electric Timer Alva House 
Metropolis, IL 

Kerr McGee Chemical Corp. 
P.O. Box 326 
East St. Louis, IL 62202 

Sunbeam Deluxe Mix- 
master Hand Mixer 

Michael Harvell 
Tamms, IL 

Midwest Electric 
Rt. 4, Box 188 
Greenville, IL 62246 

6 Qts. Fire & Ice 
10W40 Motor Oil 

Donald Lynn 
Mill Creek, 111 

Smoot Oil Company 
P.O. Box 155 
Dongola, IL 62926 

Electric Timer Raymond Manus 
Buncombe, IL 

Kerr McGee Chemical Corp. 
P.O. Box 326 
East St. Louis, IL 62202 

Electric Hot Water 
Heater, 40 Gallon Theem 

Lucille Niemeyer 
Karnak, IL 

Guy Gray Supply 
P.O. Box 2287 
Paducah, KY 42001-0214 

19” General Electric- 
Portable Color T.V. 
w/stand 

William S. Rhodes 
Cobden, IL 

General Electric Co. 
St. Louis, MO and 
Southern Illinois Electric 
Dongola, IL 62926 

Yours 
is the 
vote 
that 

counts! 

Office 
closing 
The cooperative 

office will be closed 
November 12 to honor those Americans 
who have served their country in the 
defense of our freedom. 
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OCTOBER SPECIAL 

FREE!! 
Your choice of selected 
small appliances with 
purchase of any G.E. 

major appliance 

HEAVY-DUTY 
WASHER 

with Permanent Press Cycle 

HEAVY-DUTY 
DRYER 

with Permanent Press cycle 

ADJUST WATER 

LEVEL TO 

LOAD SIZE 

Model WWA5600B 

Two cycles—regular and permanent press 
Three wash/rinse temperature combinations 
with energy-saving cold water selections 
Soak cycle ONLY 

Electric Model DDE5300B 

• 4 cycles 
• Rust-resistant porcelain enamel finished drum 
• Up to 130 minute timed cycle 
• Easy-to-clean up-front 

lint filter ONLY 

$409.95 $319.95 
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Social Security bulletin 
By R. R. DRONE 
District Manager 

Cardondale Social Security Office 
Nearly everyone in the Southern 

Illinois area who applies for a Social 
Security number remembers to bring 
evidence of age and citizenship but 
many forget to bring evidence of 
identity. 

Evidence of identity is always 
needed before the Social Security 
number can be assigned, no matter 
how young the person is. This rule 
applies to infants and small children as 
well as adults. 

A person applying for a Social 
Security number usually needs at least 
two pieces of evidence: one to estab¬ 
lish age and citizenship and the other 
to establish identity. 

The best evidence of age and citi¬ 
zenship is a public birth record estab¬ 
lished before a person’s fifth birthday 
which was issued by a U.S. State or 
local government. Of course, a foreign 
born person needs the appropriate 
immigration or naturalization records 
as well. 

Some people find it difficult to find 
evidence of identity for infants or 
young children. Examples of docu¬ 
ments that can be used include vac¬ 
cination certificates, newspaper birth 
announcements, day care or nursery 
school records, adoption record, or 
doctor, clinic, or hospital record. 

Older children can use school 

records, membership in Boy Scouts or 
Girl Scouts, or other youth organiza¬ 
tions, report cards, ID card, or welfare 
case record. 

In fact, any document that gives 
enough identifying data to establish 
proper identity can be used. 

Parents who apply for a Social 
Security number for their child must 
also provide evidence of their own 
identity in addition to the required 
evidence for the child. A driver’s 
license is good evidence since it has a 
picture of the parent. 

Only original documents or copies 
certified by the issuing agency can be 
used. Uncertified or notarized photo¬ 
copies are not acceptable. 

U.S. citizens applying for a replace¬ 

ment Social Security card to replace a 
lost card need evidence of identity, 
while foreign born persons need evi¬ 
dence of current U.S. citizenship or 
lawful alien status as well as evidence 
of identity. 

People reporting name changes 
need evidence of identity under both 
the old and new names before a new 
card can be issued. The two most com¬ 
mon reasons for a name change are 
marriage and divorce. A copy of the 
marriage certificate, or divorce decree 
generally shows both names. 

Although people 18 or older who 
are applying for a Social Security 
number for the first time must apply 
in person,others may apply by mail. 
Social Security will return all original 
proofs promptly. Documents issued by 
the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service should not be mailed. 

More information about applying 
for Social Security numbers can be 
obtained at the Carbondale Social 
Security Office, located at 250 W. 
Cherry Street. The telephone number 
is 457-2618. A free leaflet can be 
obtained which tells about other evi¬ 
dence that can be used. 

A Different Kind 
of Story 

nee upon a time, there lived a baker who was 
known far and wide for his delicious straw¬ 
berry tarts. The tarts were a favorite of the 
local king, who ordered several hundred of the 
small pies whenever he had guests. 

Now, you are probably thinking the baker was overjoyed 
with the huge demand for his tarts, but he wasn't. The 
baker never knew when the king would have guests, so 
every morning he would bake several hundred of the pies in 
anticipation of the king's order. 

The king did order the pies occasionally, but most of the time the pies remained unbought. Eventually, the baker 
was faced with the prospect of raising prices and incurring the king's wrath. 

Today's electric utilities are much 
like that baker of yore. They need power 
enough to supply the highest electrical 
demand, even though that peak is 

reached only a few times a year. 
Rural electric leaders realize that if 

electric systems can prevent that peak 
demand from growing, the need for new 

and expensive capacity can be deferred 
until some time in the future. 

Energy management — you'll be hear¬ 
ing about it, and that's no tale. 
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Showing examples of her basketweaving, Barbara holds an Appalachian apple 
basket while displaying, from left, the design in a melon basket and potato 
basket. Also shown is a padded fabric heart box used for jewelry and keepsakes. 

Gifts from 
the heart 

By CAROL L. DUTY 
In a dwelling west of Dongola on 

the Dongola-St. John’s blacktop, lives 

a lady who creates beauty and collabo¬ 
rates with nature to produce some of 
the most eye-pleasing home decoration 

found anywhere. Barbara and Ray¬ 
mond Fisher own and operate Fishers’ 
Florist from their home, but Barbara’s 
genius motivates her “gifts from the 
heart.” 

The Fishers built their new home in 
1965 and at the time gained special 
recognition as being first in the area to 
install individual hot water baseboard 
heaters. Using figures provided at that 
time by local vendors, they came to 
the conclusion that these heaters 
would be the most economical and 
they have never been sorry. 

Barbara has always loved work¬ 
ing with her hands and for some 
years was a licensed beautician and 
operated a styling salon at her home. 
Retiring from that occupation, she 
started growing plants as a hobby. 
Raymond constructed her first green¬ 
house on the south slope behind the 
house in 1977. Space soon became 
limited so that within a year the 
second greenhouse had to be added. 
The buildings were framed redwood, 
roofed with fiberglass and sided with a 
polyethylene known as greenhouse 
cover. 

Her plant hobby gradually flour¬ 
ished into a commercial venture. 
Whereas, as a beautician, she had 
contact with the public in a limited 
sort of way, she now was enjoying 
an ever-increasing circle of new and 
repeat customers. Barbara speaks of 

her business contacts affectionately. 
She loves this opportunity to serve her 
community. Because of this desire to 
be useful, in 1983 she added the florist 
business. She explained, “There was 
no service like this in the community 
and the people needed a florist for 
their special occasions.” In addition to 
more greenhouse space which had 
been added, Raymond installed a 
walk-in cooler for the cut flowers 
required in the business. Now, not 
only was she able to sell live plants 
an rent decorative ferns and green¬ 
ery, she was equipped to supply cut 
flower arrangements. 

Cut flowers have a storage life of 
one and one-half weeks. She con¬ 
tracts these from a distributor in 
Southern Illinois. During the winter 
most of the blooms come from Colom¬ 
bia, in South America. California now 
is a source for many varieties. Roses 
and carnations are in stock at all times 

at the shop. When a death occurs, 
Barbara tries to anticipate the quantity 
of cut flowers that will be needed and 
orders accordingly. Sales are impos¬ 
sible to gauge accurately. This might 
mean a loss to some florists, but for 
Barbara the spoiled flowers furnish 
still another ingredient. 

The flowers lost due to age are 
used for potpourri, a process of 
drying flower petals. She selects 
these petals mainly for their color 
content. After properly drying, a 
fixative such as natural orris root 
along with fragrant oil is added and 
the treated petals are placed in covered 

glass containers to age for six weeks. 
These are used for wreaths or sold in 
containers such as small decorated 
baskets. Potpourri can also be pur¬ 
chased by the bulk to use for room 
fresheners, in clothing or simply for 
decoration. 

One of Barbara’s talents is wisely 
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conserving all materials and seeing 
the beauty in items others might 
discard. Greens such as foliage, palm 
leaves and leaves from the leather 
plant which are not suitable for 
arrangements, are used for com¬ 
post. The greenery is placed in black 
plastic bags in layers with small 
amounts of dirt and a prescribed 
amount of chemical. These bags are 
sealed and placed in a sunny area to 
process. After three to four months, 
depending on the weather, the bags 
have captured moisture, created heat 
and utilized the chemical to create a 
fine soil similar to peat moss. This soil 
is superior to peat moss because it 
contains more nutrients which plants 
thrive on while peat moss is super dry 
with no food value. All these methods 
cut down on expenses. 

The new craft being developed 
at Fishers is basketweaving. After 
inspecting several outstanding exam¬ 
ples of the Appalachian design baskets, 
I asked Barbara where she learned the 
skill. She replied, “I bought a $3 book 
and taught myself.” 

An Appalachian basket is a unique 
design identifiable by the woven 
“God’s eye” worked into the handle 
and body of the basket. Presently she 
is purchasing the supplies for this art 
from local retail merchants. She has on 
occasion used such natural materials as 
grape vines for basket handles or for- 
sythia branches for the body of the 
basket. “Surprisingly, the forsythia 
proved easy to work with,” she 
reported. Due to the current inter¬ 
est in basketweaving, she has been 
engaged for demonstrations and classes 
for basketweaving by home extension 
groups and women’s clubs throughout 
the area. She instructs in assembling 
dried wreaths, and flower arrange¬ 
ment, stressing the personal touch, 
balance of container and texture in 
relation to components of arrange¬ 
ment. 

In the age of stuffed critters, 
Fishers has not been found crea¬ 
tureless. Barbara has developed her 
own brand of little people which 
she has dubbed “Fishkins.” These 
little people are soft sculpture dolls 
used to decorate arrangements and 
wall hangings. She is also adding a 
handmade gift line of collector’s 
dolls, each unique in its own way 

(Continued on page 12d) 

Directly behind the house on the south slope, the greenhouses branch out among 
the shade trees. 

Stuffed "critters" awaiting a new home include a couple of hen-in-basket, 
mouse and goose doorstops, mouse toaster cover and some "Fishkins." The 
washboard is a spice cabinet in disguise. 

Hot glue, ribbons, lace and lots of loving care go into the special things that cross 
this work desk. 

12b ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS 



THANKSGIVING 

« 1 I 
to 

—GE 
terrific “hang-up 

from General Electric 
' .. .of course! 

m   _ |f i] i 1 Introducing 
8" 

MICROWAVE OVEN 
hangs up under your kitchen cabinets—keeps 
counter space open 
and usable! 

ONLY $315 

Wide .8 cu. ft. cavity. Easy to install in 
less than an hour and features. . .Word 
Prompting Display provides program¬ 
ming instructions. Time Cook 1 & 2— 
lets you set two power levels and two 
cooking times within one program. 
Defrost cycle. 5 Power Levels. Elec¬ 
tronic touch controls. 

BUDGET PRICED 
SPACEMAKER II ™ OVEN 
Wide .8 cu. ft. cavity. Time Cooking 
with 35-minute timer. Defrost cycle. 
Variable Power Levels. Woodgrain 
appearance. 

BUDGET 
PRICED AT $280 

Microwave 
with Electronic 
Touch Controls 

Dual Wave™ microwave system designed for 
good even cooking 
99-Minute digital timer for time cooking 
Defrosts in minutes instead of hours 
10 Power levels ONLY 
Microwave guide and 
cookbook included. 

$319. 95 

GE. WE BRING GOOD THINGS TO LIFE. 

NOW’S YOUR 
OPPORTUNITY 
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GIFTS 
(Continued from page 12b) 
and made that way by her imagina¬ 
tion. The critters to be found around 
the shop include mouse doorstops, 
goose doorstops, hen-in-basket (plus 
eggs) centerpieces, and mouse toaster 
covers. Chickens are a very popular 
addition to room decorations at the 
present time. She uses such ordinary 
objects as iron skillets, washboards, 
strawberry crates, straw hats and 
gnarled, twisted unique shapes of 
wood. At the time of this interview 
she was preparing a bedpan master¬ 
piece for someone in the hospital. The 

gift line she presents also includes 
jewelry boxes of satin, ribbon and 
lace. 

The greenhouses are heated in 
winter by a gas furnace with a wood 
heater backup. During emergency 
conditions, kerosene space heaters are 
put to use. Greenhouses have to have 
fresh air winter and summer so fans 
are used to circulate the air. In winter 
air must be exchanged weekly. Plants 
put off oxygen, but still require fresh 
air to do their best. 

The responsibilities of maintain¬ 
ing all these live plants seem over¬ 
whelming so I asked Barbara how 

she coped with the endless toil 
involved. “Through the winter months 
the plants are simple to maintain as 
they are dormant. We use these plants 
for stock and cuttings in the spring. 
January is the month of seeding and 
cutting. From cutting time to selling 
time, live plants require at least six 
months,” she advised. 

This kind of an endeavor would 
be impossible alone and Barbara is 
quick to include husband Raymond 
in meriting praise. “Raymond con¬ 
structed the buildings and tends to 
the heating of the greenhouses. This 
requires his attention at all hours 
during the winter months. He is 
involved in all the major chores and 
I couldn’t do without him.” 

Fishers’ Florist is preparing for a 
Christmas open house. When that 
time comes, the shelves will be over¬ 
flowing and the walls well hidden by 
Barbara’s unusual and hearth-warming 
“gifts from the heart.” 

Teddy Earnhart holds the position of 
mechanic for Si EC and manages to 
keep our large fleet of vehicles on the 
road. He began his duties in July 1983. 
His wife, Shirley, is an elementary 
teacher in the Dongola School System. 
They are life-long residents of Don¬ 
gola. Ted claims to have no hobbies, 
yet he always seems to find something 
to work on mechanically in his own 
garage at home. 

Office closing 
The Cooperative office will 

be closed on Thursday, Nov. 22, 
and Friday, Nov. 23, for the 
Thanksgiving holidays. Happy 
Thanksgiving! 

Fire July 30 destroyed Unit 13 when a hydraulic hose broke under the center of 
truck causing oil to be pumped onto a hot exhaust system. The incident hap¬ 
pened three miles west of Olive Branch on the Fayevil/e Road. The work crew 
was drilling a hole for a pole when the fire erupted. No injuries occurred. 

New Unit 13 put into service recently. The Cooperative operated an old standby 
unit during the two months it took to have this truck equipped to specifications. 
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Pete Davidson in his workshop at the lathe. With his chisel he is creating a design 
on the top of the bowl. 

Retirement 
can be a 
vocation 

By CAROL L. DUTY 
Three years ago, Paul “Pete” David¬ 

son retired from his job as warehouse¬ 
man at the Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative in Dongola. Pete and wife 
Imogene are lifelong residents of the 
small village and content to remain on 
their farm. They were pleasantly sur¬ 
prised when a workshop experiment 
became their retirement vocation. 

The workshop is a concrete block 
structure which the Davidsons built to 
use as a chicken house. For years they 
raised fryers which they dressed and 
sold to independent grocers in the 
area. 

In 1977, the building was remod¬ 
eled to serve as a workshop. The build¬ 
ing size enabled Pete to have plenty of 

counter space and open work area. In 
the center of the main room, he and 
his son constructed a fireplace of 
rough creek rock. A more constant 
heat was required for comfort, so he 
modified the fireplace to accomodate 

an old coal furnace. The windows on 
the east end of the building are a 
perfect place for the winter placement 
of houseplants and flowering bushes. 
A small entry room has been shelved 

(Continued on page 12b) 

Capital credits for 1983 
The board of directors of Southern 

Illinois Electric Cooperative has autho¬ 
rized the allocation of $760,395.79 in 
capital credits to its members for the 
year 1983. 

Capital credits are not necessarily 
available in the form of cash, but are 
represented largely by investments in 
poles, wire, transformers and other 
equipment required to provide service. 

The allocation of capital credits 
represents an amount allocated to each 
member’s account who received ser¬ 
vice in 1983. This allocated amount 
cannot be used as a credit nor is it 
available in the form of cash until 

capital credits for the year 1983 are 

retired. In general, no patronage 
capital can can be retired until the 
cooperative has obtained enough cap¬ 
ital to take care of all its needs. 

Members may determine the 
amount of their capital credit alloca¬ 
tion for 1983 by multiplying the total 
amount paid for electric bills in 1983 
by a factor of .09143. 

If you are unable to determine your 
1983 allocation and wish to do so, the 
amount will be furnished on your 
written request. 

To further explain, a capital credit 
plan is an arrangement under which: 

1. A cooperative and its members 
expressly agree that any payment by 

any patron over the cost of serving 
him is capital furnished by the patron 
to the cooperative. 
2. The cooperative credits such 
patronage capital on its books to the 
patrons and 
3. such capital will be retired when, in 
the opinion of the board of directors, 
such retirement will not impair the 
cooperative’s financial position. 

The capital credit plan provides for 
service at cost, for paying off REA and 
CFG loans, for acquiring complete 
local ownership of the cooperative 
system, for giving all patrons full 
credit for all payments in excess of 
cost, and for the eventual repayment 
to the patrons of all capital furnished 
by them. 
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A sample of the bowls on display in the workshop. Sizes vary from toothpick 
holders to large nut bowls. 

Imogene has created the applique on the towel rack, house slippers and unique 
grandmother paddles. Also displayed are her tole painted paper towel racks, 
chicken bookends and napkin holders. The bowls are ideal for si Ik flower 
arrangements. 

Retirement 
(Continued from page 12a) 
to store and display the products of 
the workhsop. To protect the articles 
from the inevitable dust, rolls of clear 
plastic are secured above each display 
shelf and easily adjusted to cover the 
Davidsons’ treasures. 

The tools and machinery in the 
workshop were all accumulated during 
Pete’s lifetime. He did not have to 
make any special purchases to launch 
into this new vocation. It was not until 
his retirement in April of 1981 that he 
settled down to the project of getting 
acquainted with the tools and acquir¬ 
ing some skill in their use. He readily 
admits, “Before my retirement, I 
could not make anything. I have 
always been active and had to be occu¬ 
pied. My wife, Imogene, has been my 
biggest booster in getting started in the 
wood craft business.” 

When Paul was employed he took 
great pride in his work. Whatever he 
did, he did to the best of his ability. 
When the time came and he faced the 
band saw and lathe, he found one of 
his greatest challenges. It took consid¬ 
erable time and experimentation to 
master the lathe to his present skill. In 
the beginning, he did small woodwork¬ 
ing jobs for his friends and business 
associates, especially around the 
Christmas holiday season. 

In the fall of 1983 Pete and Imo¬ 
gene decided this new hobby could 
become a way of life. They spent 
hours creating and soon had an abun¬ 
dance of items on their shelves. Their 
friends encouraged them to attend 
some shows and display their unique 
gift ideas. At first, they visited a few 
flea markets but soon found that craft 
items are not good merchandise for 
flea markets. The public who attend 
are only attracted to the bargains 
being sold. 

When I questioned Pete about the 
craft shows and how he learned where 
they were being held, he said, “A lot 
of the time, you learn about the next 
show by visiting with your next door 
neighbor in the exhibit stalls. We get 
some information from salesclerks in 
hobby shops. After you attend a few 
shows, your name gets on the mailing 
lists. The newsletters and publications 
you receive will keep you up on the 

latest show schedules. Sometimes 
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promoters will organize a show and 
you will be contacted personally.” 
Spaces are sometimes booked a year 
and a half in advance, especially for 
the popular annual affairs such as 
Christmas bazaars. The cost of exhibit 
space may vary from nothing to $20 
per table. 

In the spring of 1984 the Davidsons 
exhibited at their first show at Sikes- 
ton, Mo. When a show is indoors, 
oftentimes security will be provided so 
your exhibit can remain undisturbed 
for the duration of the showing. When 
it is an outdoor exhibit, everything has 
to be packed up at night and set up 
again the next morning. Because of the 
weather this year, there were five con¬ 
secutive weekends when craft shows 
held outdoors were interrupted by 
threatening weather. 

Arts and crafts are alive and well in 
the United States today. Every publi¬ 
cation contains some mention of the 
revival of skills and technique from 
bygone days. The uniqueness of Pete’s 
craft is proven by the fact that there 
are no wood products at craftshows 
such as Pete’s decorative wooden 
bowls. Testimonial to this fact was 
voiced by a visitor attending a showing 
in Wisconsin. The Davidsons happened 
to be in that area visiting their daugh¬ 
ter. She had arranged for them to 
exhibit while they were there. A custo¬ 
mer at the show was from Yugoslavia 
and she said she had seen some 
wooden bowls years ago in her home¬ 
land only they were crudely done. She 
happily purchased several bowls for 
gifts to be sent to England, India and 

(Continued on page 12d) 
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HOLIDAY 
SPECIAL# 

Potsc rubber 
Dishwasher 

Spacemaker' 
M icrowave Oven 

with Auto Roast 
Control 

Extra-wide oven 
Eye-level touch controls 
Auto Roast feature uses the MicroThermometer11 

temperature probe 
Cook Code™ control—provides a short-cut 
method to programming cooking time and 
power level 
Two position shelf 
Time of day clock 
Time or temperature 
cooking 
10 power levels 
Cooktop light 
Built-in exhaust system 
with two-speed fan 

WAS 
NOW 

SAVE 

$640 
$590 
$ 50 

with Temperature 
Sensor System 

• Temperature Sensor System automatically 
heats the water during the main wash cycle to 
get your dishes sparkling clean, using inlet 
water temperatures as low as 120° F. 

• 7-cycle selections including POTSCRUBBER 
cycle. 

• Energy saver dry option, 
low energy convection 
drying. 

• Deluxe deep rack. 
• Reversible color panels. 
• Sound insulated. 

‘DELIVERY AND INSTALLATION 
AVAILABLE AT EXTRA COST. 

WAS $480 
NOW $450* 

SAVE $ 30 

GE. WE BRING GOOD THINGS TO LIFE. GE . WE BRING GOOD THINGS TO LIFE. 
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Bob Fisher, left, lineman, and LaRue Parr, apprentice lineman, at SI EC, 
attended the Hot Line Maintenance School at Lincoln Land Community College, 
Springfield, the first week in October. Instruction included maintaining and 
servicing energized lines. These methods eliminate shutting off electricity for 
repairs and thus avoiding consumer inconvenience. 

Retirement 
(Continued from page 12b) 

West Germany. 
The idea for creating wooden bowls 

from blocks of wood is quite unusual. 
Most of the information available was 
useless to Pete, and he was obliged to 
develop his own method of produc¬ 
tion. The initial step is placing the 
block on the lathe. The face plate 
secures the block in place. The block 

has to be perfectly round and this is 
accomplished by applying a round 
chisel to the block in motion. The top 
of the block used for the mouth of the 
bowl then has to be made true. Pete 
then turns out the center of the bowl 
by using assorted chisels, shaping three 
to three and one-half inches deep into 
the center. In the course of one bowl, 
the chisels will have to be sharpened 
several times. Using the chisels again, 
the base of the bowl is created and 
also the lip of the bowl is shaped. The 
body of the bowl is left for the final 
touch. Applying the chisel for shaping 
will depend on each piece of wood and 
the wood grain revealed during the 
lathe process. Each bowl is unique in 
itself. 

While the bowl is still on the lathe, 
Pete will apply sandpaper to smooth 
it. The bowls are then hand sanded 
and stained or left natural before the 
finish coat is applied. Most of the 
bowls have a gloss finish applied, but 

some dealers prefer the natural 
untreated wood surface. 

I asked Pete where he got the wood 
for his projects. He smiled and 
reported, “I’ve got 100 cords of wood 
in the bam. It was cut for firewood 
but it is perfect for what I am doing. 
Some of it has been cut for four years. 
There are elm, ash, sassafras, walnut 
and locust blocks. Most wood is cut in 
two-foot blocks and are four to seven 
inches deep and three to eight inches 
in diameter. The elm has proved to be 
the most beautifully grained. The elm 
blocks, however, seem to deteriorate 
with age for after one to one and a 
half years the wood is too dry to work 
on the lathe.” 

When the Davidsons pack up for a 
craft show they try to exhibit a gen¬ 
eral assortment of everything they 
make. Imogene tole paints the wooden 
towel racks with strawberries and 
daisies. The wooden calendar holders 
are decorated with owls and chickens, 
wall plaques with mushrooms and 
bookends in the shape of chickens. 
She tole paints Grandma and teacher 
paddles, recipe holders, appliqued 
hand towel racks, children slates and 
kitchen memo slates and candle 
holders. Imogene has also crocheted 
house slippers and made fabric covered 
picture albums. 

At the time of this article, there 
were approximately 400 bowls shelved 
in the Davidson display room and 

To report an outage 
To report outages during office 

hours, call: 827-35 55 
To report outages after hours 

(nights, weekends, holidays), call: 
Dongola, 827-3689 Carl George 
Dongola, 827-3579 Ron Medlin 
Dongola, 827-4202 Ken Corzine 
Metropolis area: 
Metropolis, 524-23 80 Leonard Martin 
Metropolis, 524-5627 Perry Dailey 

Either the Dongola or Metropolis 
area may communicate via two-way 
radio (between each other) in case of 
emergencies when any of these num¬ 
bers cannot be reached. 

SOUTHERN ILLINOIS 
ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 

Telephone: 827-3555 Box 97 
DONGOLA, ILLINOIS 62926 

Happy holidays 
There’s a wonderful kind of electri¬ 

city during the holiday season, elec¬ 
tricity you can’t get from us. It’s in 
twinkling lights, the joy of caroling 
and parties, the warmth of family 
visits, the excitement of little children, 
the happy anticipation of a family 
feast. Use our electricity — safely and 
wisely — to enjoy your electricity, 
and have a happy holiday. 

Directors, Staff and Employees 

Office closing 
The SIEC office will be closed on 

the following days in observance of 
the holiday season: Christmas, Tues¬ 
day, Dec. 25, and New Year’s Day, 
Tuesday, Jan.1. 

approximately 700 items in their craft 
inventory. The bowls all differ as to 
blemish, knot, grain or bark. Accord¬ 
ing to their size, they can be used for 
wrapped candies, nuts, paper clips, 
change cups, perfumed soaps, candle 
or silk flower arrangements, and 
countless decorative touches. 

A busy person all his life, Pete now 
can be found in his workshop seven 
days a week creating. He will quickly 
admit this pastime is more fun than 
profit. He truly enjoys visiting with 
the people he meets. The work is 
strictly pleasure and after all, isn’t that 
what a retirement vocation is all 
about? 
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