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How your co-op is organized 

Support personnel 
The organization chart indicates how your Cooperative 

is structured. Five departments have have been completed: 
Engineering Services; Office Services; Operations; Member 
Services and Purchasing. This month will complete all func¬ 
tions of the Cooperative personnel. The final four employ¬ 
ees are not in a structured department, but have been titled 
support personnel. 

Dick Elliott is the first of the support personnel. As 
night dispatcher and operations assistant, Dick’s duties and 
responsibilities are varied. Working from 4 p.m. to mid¬ 
night, Monday through Friday, he has already talked to 
some members who call in to report outages. Dispatching 
repair crews to problem areasis a vital task that requires 
knowledge and deicsion making that Dick is well qualified 
for since he has prior lineman experience. Other duties 
include preparing various reports that will be used the next 
working day to acquire material for new jobs. Record¬ 
keeping of all transformers and security lights are just a few 
areas of his responsibility. 

Dorothy Scott is the second of the four support person¬ 
nel. She is executive secretary to the manager and all staff 
members. Dorothy has been aided by a word processor, 
purchased within the last six months, which has been a 
tremendous time saver and valuable tool to increase produc¬ 
tivity in the creation of various documents. Her previous 
experience as member accounts representative has enabled 
Dorothy to master this new position in a short period of 
time. From the day-to-day routine correspondence to 
sophisticated document creations for other departments, 
her job is an on-going challenge. 

Frank Stevens is another of the support personnel. 
Operations assistant duties at the Cooperative are extensive. 
As morning dispatcher responsible for any outages and dis¬ 
patching that occur from midnight to 8 a.m., Frank starts 

Dick Elliott 
Dorothy Scott 
Frank Stevens 

Ron Stack 

his day off early many times. He is responsible for this 
task Monday through Thursday. “Wearing many hats” 
describes Frank’s function. A few of his duties are: techni¬ 
cal advisor to the manager; audio communications; special 
projects, and research and development of electrical equip¬ 
ment purchases. In a never-ending job, Frank’s past exper¬ 
ience and technical knowledge are perfectly matched for his 
duties. 

Ron Stack is the last of the support personnel. Carrying 
the title of director of public affairs/staff assistant is 
another multi-faceted job. External communications of the 
IREN and the monthly Corn Belt News 
found in your bill are just some of his tasks. As staff assis- 
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Electricity use 
for home 
heating grows 

The use of electricity to heat homes in America rose 
sharply during the 1970s, making it the second most widely 
used heating fuel by 1980, a report by the Commerce 
Department’s Census Bureau says. 

In 1970, fuel oi (including kerosene) constituted slightly 
more than a quarter of all the primary fuels used to heat 
homes, while electricity was not quite 8 percent. 

During the decade, the use of electricity rose 139 per¬ 
cent, resulting in a slight percentage edge of total usage for 
electricity by 1980. By then, fuel oil was 18.2 percent of 
total energy while electricity was 18.4 percent. 

Utility gas, which dropped slightly over the decade, con¬ 
tinues to be the major source of fuel for home heating. It 
was used by more than 40 million households by 1980. 

More than 69 million households now have central 
heating, the report states. Between 1960 and 1980, the 
number of households with some form of air conditioning 
increased by about 40 million, an average increase of 5,000 
a day. More than half of America’s housing is now air- 
conditioned. 

Electricity also has emerged as the most popular fuel for 
cooking since data were first gathered ini940. Electricity 

HOW HOME HEATING FUELS HAVE CHANGED 
1980 1970 1960 1950 1940 

Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent 
Utility Gas 
Bottled, Tank, 

53.1 55.2 43.1 26.6 11.3 

or L.P. Gas 
Fuel Oil, 

5.6 6.0 5.1 2.3 — 

Kerosene, etc. 18.2 26.0 32.4 22.6 10.0 
Electricity 18.4 7.7 1.8 0.7 - 
Coal or Coke 0.6 2.9 12.2 34.6 54.7 
Wood 
Other Fuel 

3.2 1.3 4.2 10.0 22.8 

or None 0.9 1.0 1.3 3.2 1.2 

Support personnel — from page 16a 

tant, Ron is involved in the personnel program, safety pro¬ 
gram and other special projects that assist all department 
heads, as well as the manager. 

This completes a look at how your Cooperative is organ¬ 
ized. We want you to become more familiar with your 
organization and what services and functions each depart¬ 
ment performs in order that we can serve you better. Your 
Cooperative, as always, is ready to meet your needs, what¬ 
ever they may be. 

use has risen from about 40 percent in 1970 to about 51 
percent in 1980. Although utility gas is still being used for 
cooking in about 41 percent of occupied households, it has 
experienced a substantial decline since 1970. 

In 1940, fuel oil was used for cooking in about one of 
every 10 households, but its use as a fuel for cooking was 
practically nonexistent in 1980. 

Finally, the Census Bureau report found that the use of 
wood for primary heating rose about 2 percent over the 
decade from 1970 to 1980, while the use of coal declined 
by about the same amount. 

Be careful about location 
and setting of thermostat 
Thermostat location and settings are very important in 

the area of comfort conditioning and energy management. 
Temperature settings vary with individuals, but most 

desire the temperature in their homes to be 72 degrees or 
more. The elderly and families with young children are 
most likely to keep their homes warmer than 70 degrees. 
We want to remind you that increasing the temperature in 
your home one degree will increase your operating costs by 
three percent. For example, keeping the temperature in 
your home at 75 degrees will cost you 15 percent more in 
energy costs, regardless of fuel used for home heating, than 
a temperature setting of 70 degrees. SET BACK AND 
SAVE. 

Equally important is proper placement and mounting of 
your thermostat. Always mount a thermostat on an inside 
wall five feet from the floor. Keep the thermostat away 
from all direct heat and direct light sources. Heat from such 
sources will activate the sensing element and the tempera¬ 
ture will not be controlled evenly. 

Do not install the thermostat near duct work or piping 
in the wall. Eliminate any air infiltration in the wall area 
where the thermostat is mounted. 

If these basic rules are followed, it will be easier to 
maintain proper comfort levels and manage energy con¬ 
sumption. 

Better yet, fully insulate and weatherize your home for 
further comfort and savings. 



November newsletter survey results 
By JEFF REEVES 

With your November bill, the Cooperative asked the 
following question: “What would you like to see discussed 
in the communication devices presently in use; more infor¬ 

mation concerning the day-to-day operations of the coop¬ 
erative? financial data? conservation material? new building 
ideas? etc.” 

Listed below are your answers to the question asked: 
• Seasonal reminders about energy conservation are 

always appreciated. 
• Ways in which the co-op will cooperate in the imple¬ 

mentation of privately owned solar power and/or wind- 
power units with an equitable buy-back system for excess 
energy that is privately produced and reversed into the 
co-op’s system. 

• I have no fault to find with your operation! 
• Day-to-day operations of the Cooperative. 
• Conservation data and financial data. 
• How do you determine capital credits? Will they ever 

be paid? Is there a fund set aside for this payment? Are 
capital credits a requirement bylaw or part of the covenant 

of your government loan? 
• How much is it currently costing to operate appli¬ 

ances, etc. 
• What do you intend to do with our financial burden 

— namely the power(less) nuclear dream at Clinton? What 
would we gain or lose if we gave it back to the “Indians?” 

• Financial data? Please explain why the cost escalates 
even though consumption is reduced by conservation in 
every possible way? 

• What will be the effect to Corn Belt if the Clinton 
plant is never finished? Would it be cheaper to have one or 
two people to read meters all month long, rather than have 
so many meter readers? Why the fluctuation in power cost 
from month to month? 

• More ways to save electric power — ways you are try¬ 
ing to save money on my lite bill — future plans and 
changes in the works. 

• All of the above! The more we understand, the better 
we can appreciate what we get for our money. 

• How much are we paying for someone to read these? 
• The Cooperative’s direction toward innovations in 

the industry; time-of-day metering, automatic shut offs on 
air conditioners, etc. 

• Why are you so anti-Reagan? I’m sick of the propa¬ 
ganda in the REN publication. 

• Financial data, also take tax off aged and disabled. 
• Have no suggestions or improvements. 

Your individual comments were most welcome. It points 
the areas that many of our members are seeking informa¬ 
tion in regards to. It always has been the policy to use any 
means of communications to inform members of all aspects 
of their Cooperative. 

Every organization is responsible in some manner to, in 

a sense, “tell their story.” The Cooperative is no different. 
It has a greater responsibility, as every member it serves is 
an owner of the Cooperative. Communication is viewed by 
many people as the Cooperative providing vast amounts of 
information. This is really only half correct; your Coopera¬ 
tive is dedicated to the axiom that it must be listening. 
Your thoughts are vital to this organization. Feedback from 
the members provides input into all apsects of the Cooper¬ 
ative. 

Future articles shall address not only the above inquiries, 
but other information that is vital to the Cooperative. It 
may not always be the answer that you agree with and have 
difficulty understanding, but by providing you with all the 
facts and information that the Co-op possesses, it may help 
you be aware of problems and measures to correct these 
problems. 

Again, I thank you for your past cooperation and 
patience in all regards of the Cooperative. 

1984 is upon us and your directors and all of the 
employees are dedicated to provide you with the most 
reliable service at the lowest cost. 

Underground lines can be 
dangerous to your health 

Underground wires could follow the common phrase — 
“Out of sight — out of mind.” Since we don’t see the wires, 
we forget the potential hazard that is attributed to buried 
cable. Construction crews at safety meetings have related 
incidents of contractors using tile probes to physically 
locate Com Belt Electric’s underground cable. A tile probe 
can be the instrument of death. We remind all members 
that your Coopertive is not a member of J.U.L.I.E. When 
you need an underground cable located that belongs to the 
Co-op, please call at least 24 hours in advance to have 
primary or secondary cable located. Never use any type of 
instrument to try and locate the cable. Working safely 
together will provide lifetime benefits for all of us. 

Corn Belt 
Electric Cooperative 

1984 
Annual Meeting 

March 24 
Bloomington High School 
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The unshaded portion is the service area that is supplied by Central Illinois Light Company. Approximately 1,500 mem¬ 
bers receive their power through one 69,000-volt transmission line connected to four Corn Belt Electric substations. Sub¬ 
stations connected to this line are Hopedale, Tazewell, Olympia and Armington. 
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On Tuesday, December 13, members in the western por¬ 
tion of Corn Belt Electric’s service area experienced a 
power outage. The map provided indicates the geographical 
area of this power outage. The outage, for approximately 
1,500 members, occurred at 12:45 a.m. Most members had 
their power restored by 5:51 a.m., with all members back 
in service by 7:50 a.m. 

What caused the outage? Before this question is 
answered, let’s backtrack for a moment. Your Cooperative’s 
power comes from two sources. Central Illinois Light Com¬ 
pany (CILCO) supplies 14 percent and Illinois Power 
supplies the remaining 86 percent. They supply this by 
transmission lines into which the Cooperative is connected. 
The voltage is then lowered at a substation from 69,000 
or 34,500 volts to 7,200 volts. This voltage is then common 
to your Cooperative’s distribution system. Pole-top and 
underground transfomrers further reduce the voltage to 
household 120/240 volt. 

This particular outage was caused by a fire in a lumber 
yard near Morton. The fire affected a CILCO 69,000 trans¬ 
mission pole that serves four of Corn Belt Electric’s substa¬ 

tions. This transmission line has no other source of feed. It 
cannot be backfed were the fire occurred. A transmission 
pole had to be replaced before power could be restored. 
Once this was accomplished, it was only temporary. Mater¬ 
ial that had just been installed on the pole that failed, 
causing another outage while it was replaced. Finally, all 
service was restored without another problem. 

A power outage of this length of time is frustrating. 
Your Cooperative, during this outage, was helpless as to 
restoring your power. CILCO repair crews were doing 
everything possible to restore service. To call in and be told 
that “the Cooperative does not have a power problem, 
CILCO does” is accurate, yet you, the member, want your 
service restored as soon as possible, regardless of whose 
problem it is. 

We ask that you please be patient. Anytime there is a 
power outage, big or small, your employees are doing every¬ 
thing possible to restore your service in the safest and 
quickest manner. Your understanding of this and other 
situations is appreciated. 

CORN BELT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC.. BLOOMINGTON. ILLINOIS CORN BELT ELECTRIC 
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Car accident causes 
outage 

Snow + blacktop + car + 
Corn Belt Electric pole = 

POWER OUTAGE 
We’re not telling you 

anything that you prob¬ 
ably didn’t already know. 
Take one snow storm on a 
slippery blacktop with a 
car that hits a slick spot 
that hits a power pole and 
the result is a power out¬ 
age. On December 14, 
1983, all this came into 
being about 8:35 a.m. 
Fortunately, no one was 
injured in this accident. 
Service was restored by 10 
a.m., but this was only a 
temporary measure. As the 
picture shows, the pole was snapped where it had to be 
completely replaced. At 11:05 a.m. another outage was 
taken to repair the three-phase line that serves the Crest- 
wicke area. The broken pole was completely replaced with 
a new pole and service was restored by 1:30 p.m. Many 
factors contribute to a power outage. Weather and its effect 
on your Cooperative is just one. 

Annual Meeting 
Notice 

Your Cooperative’s 46th Annual Meeting will be held 
Saturday, March 24, 1984, at Bloomington High School 
Auditorium. This year’s meeting is planned to be as success¬ 
ful as last year’s. Registration for the meeting will be from 
8:30 a.m. to 10 a.m. Coffee and doughnuts will be served 
during registration. A meal is planned for all those regis¬ 
tered and who attend the meeting, and will be served in 
the cafeteria. Reservations are required. 

You will receive an Annual Meeting Notice. In this 
notice will be a card to return for your dinner reservations. 
If you don’t receive an Annual Meeting Notice, contact our 
office immediately. There is no cost for the meal. 

Prizes and special drawings will again be featured. A 
special “Early Bird” drawing will be held for those register¬ 
ing between 8:30 a.m. and 10 a.m. 

Tentative meeting schedule is the same as last year: 
meeting to begin at 10 a.m. and should be ended at noon. 
Congressman Edward R. Madigan will be featured speaker 
for the meeting. Meal to be served immediately following 
meeting. 

Your Cooperative is looking forward to seeing you at the 
46th Annual Meeting. Make your plans now and circle 
March 24 on the calendar. Hope to see you there! 

Damage further up the pole 
due to car hitting it 

Three nominated 
for directors 

On January 11, 1984 the Nominating Committee met at 
10 a.m. at the Cooperative to nominate candidates for three 
board positions to be filled by election at the 46th Annual 
Meeting of the Cooperative to be held Saturday, March 24. 

The terms of Ralph Kahle, Gridley, District I; Leonard 
Maupin, Arrowsmith, District I; and John Tompkins, 
LeRoy, District I, expire this year. 

The Committee nominated for reelection for three-year 
terms: Ralph Kahle, Leonard Maupin and John Tompkins. 

The Committee consisted of the following members. Rae 
Payne, Route 1, Towanda; Melvin Schuler, Route 1, Lex¬ 
ington; Don Rutherford, Route 1, Towanda; Jeffrey 
Power, Route 2, Saybrook; Duane Johnson, Route 1, 
LeRoy; Robert E. Hopkins, Jr., Route 1, Minier; Gregory 

Otto, Route 1, Danvers; Daniel Toohill, Route 1, Wapella; 
Paul Malone, Maroa; William Dehority, Route 1, El Paso; 
and Ralph Steiger, Route 2, Delavan. 

1984 Nominating Committee: seated, from left to right, 
Don Rutherford, William Dehority, Paul Malone, Melvin 
Schuler and Ralph Steiger; and standing, left to right, 
Gregory Otto, Daniel Toohill, Rae Payne, Duane Johnson, 
Jeffrey Power and Robert Hopkins. 
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December newsletter survey results 
With your December bill, the Cooperative asked the 

following question: “Your Cooperative wants to serve your 

electrical needs to the best of its ability. Are there any 
other services that the Cooperative should consider, such as 
water districts, cable television, telecommunications, etc?” 
Your comments: 

• I, as a rural resident, would like to have the benefits 
as city folks — cable television. 

• Cable television, if the price wouldn’t be too high. 
• Cable television is the best idea yet — out here it 

would be great to see the weather and condition reports 
early in the A.M.! 

• No. 
• Don’t provide any more services. 
• No comment, but Merry Christmas. 

• I suggest you devote your time and money to reduc¬ 
ing the incidence of power outages, and forget these other 
schemes. Your service is generally poor. 

• No additional services should be offered unless all are 
financed 100 percent by voluntary subscribers. 

• Our utilities are high enough. Work on lowering that. 
• Being in a rural area, cable networks will not consider 

coming to our area. We would like to have cable T. V. if the 
cost is not too expensive. 

• No — the importance of efficient service is most 
valuable to us. 

• Cable T. V. 
• Cable television would be very nice! 
• Definitely no to cable T. V. 
• Cable television, definitely! When two-thirds of the 

people in the U.S. are able to get cable, are we — the minor¬ 

ity one-third — really that uncivilized? 
• Let the electric company take care of electric, let 

water districts take care of water, and cable television take 
care of television. You’re doing a good job. 

• Since Corn Belt Electric is more costly than others, 
do not provide any other service since it would probably be 
higher, also. Hence, no one would want to go through you 
to use it. 

• Cable TV dish with recorder that can be rented 
monthly like yardlite. 

• We would enjoy cable television if it was available at a 
reasonable rate as we are senior citizens. 

• No. 
• No. Just concentrate on doing well what you’re doing 

now. 

Manager’s response 
By JEFF REEVES 

I read all responses with which you replied to the ques¬ 
tion of additional services. From the response received, it is 
quite clear that there is no mandate as to pursue the idea of 
additional services. If any one service was to be reviewed, it 
could be cable TV; however, based on the responses 
received, it is a very small sampling of the Cooperative who 

responded to this question. 
The total response to the question put forth was approx¬ 

imately 120 members. Of those responses with a definite 
answer, the following data is available — 64 yes, 29 no; with 
the others listing no response, undecided or with other stip¬ 
ulations. 

Cable television is a relatively new area of telecommuni¬ 
cations, being in existence in the area approximately 10 
years. It is aleardy changing. From a limited amount of 
stations — 12 - it is now up to 24 being offered in the 
Bloomington-Normal area. Where the growth will stop is 
anyone’s guess. The advent of satellite capability only 
clouds the issue and lends itself to a “wait and see” perspec¬ 
tive before decisions are made. 

Let’s backup for a moment. If, and I reemphasize the 
word “if,” the Co-op were even to consider the addition of 
cable, the response of the membership in the affirmative 
would have to be much greater. Numbers in the thousands 
would need to be present before a feasibility study would 
be undertaken. 

As you can see by the limited response of the member¬ 
ship, not all members would be interested in this additional 
service. If satellite, dish-type receivers were used, the pos¬ 
sibility exists that your Co-op may be able to provide this 
service. Stringing wire offers certain pluses as well as nega¬ 
tives that could be considered. The proverbial bottom line 
would be a strong factor of what would the cost be and 
what channels could be provided. 

You are the deciding factor. If you, the membership, 
believe it is viable, you must be heard. Otherwise, it will be 
placed in the “hold file” for a future possibility. 

Your Board of Directors is dedicated to providing all 
members with reliable electric service. Serving all or part of 
10 counties in Central Illinois is a tall order. Just a little 
over 40 years ago members were taking a chance on the 
Cooperative to provide electricity to areas where no one 
else would venture. Cable television may not be the exact 
same decision process but some similarities exist. As always, 
you must decide what is the best course of action. 

I, again, thank you for your input. If there are other 
areas of interest that you may have, don’t hesitate to let 

your Cooperative know. 

Deland and Fullerton area 
service problems 

For some time, members in the Deland and Fullerton 
area have been experiencing a voltage problem. This prob¬ 
lem is occurring at approximately 10 p.m. and lasts for no 
longer than two minutes and is of low voltage. All equip¬ 
ment on our system has been checked and is not the 
problem. At this writing the problem has not been found — 
Illinois Power is aware of the voltage fluctuation and is 
checking its lines and equipment for a possible fault. 

You will be kept informed as soon as more information 

is known. Thank you for understanding. 
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Member 
Advisory 

Committee 

Advisory Committee meeting 
Corn Belt Klectric’s Member Advisory Committee met 

Tuesday, January 10, at 6:30 p.m. at Bob Johnson’s 
Brandtville Restaurant in Bloomington. 

The Committee viewed a video tape that explored the 
current controversial subject of “Acid Rain.” The subject 
matter dealt with what, how, and the known and unknown 
facts relating to acid rain. 

Former Secretary of Agriculture Robert Bergland was 
featured on video tape. He is to become the Executive Vice 
President of the National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association in the near future, replacing Robert Partridge, 
who is retiring. 

Carl Dufner speaks to Member Advisory Committee. 

The main topic of the evening, “How Are Rates Deter¬ 
mined,” was presented by Carl Dufner, Director of Energy, 
Environment and Engineering of the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives, headquartered in Springfield. The 45- 
minute slide presentation covered the following material: 

Rates are comprised of two main factors — fixed 
expenses and variable expenses. 

I. Fixed expenses are: 
interest expense 
depreciation on plant 
billing expenses 
accounting expenses 
some maintenance 
some wholesale power cost 
taxes 

II. Variable expenses are: 
fuel used in generation 
some maintenance 
some wholesale power expense 

Speaking of all rates in general, these are the primary 
factors that are included in all rates. Furthermore, catego¬ 
ries of maintenance can be in both fixed and variable. It is 
mandatory that maintenance be performed, regardless of 
how many kwh are sold. 

Dufner elaborated on divisions and included member- 
related and demand-related expenses. 

Member-related expenses are: 
Billing and accounting expenses 
some depreciation 
some interest 
some maintenance 

Demand-related expense are: 
cost of purchased power 
some depreciation 
some interest 
some maintenance 

The facilities charge that each member pays falls into the 
consumer-related fixed costs for having the service available 
for use. It does not reflect the full cost of the total facility 
present and all members are only charged a portion, which 
at present is near 50 percent of total cost. 

A question raised at the meeting referred to labor as it 
relates to your rates. Labor is currently 10 percent of your 
bill. A portion is in the fixed cost portion, another is in the 
variable expense and some is capitilized into new construc¬ 
tion amortized over the life of a loan, which is 35 years. 

Rates are designed to recover the cost of purchased 
power and meet the necessary expenses of the Cooperative. 
Through Dufner’s presentation, the members who attended 
this meeting looked from the inside of the fishbowl as to 
what goes into the development of your rates. 

After this presentation, the 66 members had a reorgani- 
zational meeting of the Member Advisory Committee for 
1984. Officers approved from those present who volun¬ 
teered are: Donald Boudeman, Route 1, Armington, 
President; William Rolley, 2106 Oakwood Rd., Blooming¬ 
ton, Vice President; Helen Webb, Route 2, Danvers, Secre¬ 
tary, and Tami Rolley, 2106 Oakwood Rd., Bloomington, 

Sergeant-at-Arms. 
Future IREN issues will inform you of actions and 

recommendations that this organization is involved in. 

NC.. BLOOMINGTON. ILLINOIS CORN BELT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC.. BLOOMINGTON. ILLINOIS 
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Your quesfion please! 
By JEFF REEVES 

The membership has from time to time asked questions 
about their Cooperative. This infonnation is of a general 
interest to all our members. It is my intention periodically 
to share with all members your questions and comments. 

Financial data? Please explain why the cost escalates, 
even though consumption is reduced by conservation in 
every possible way. 

I will try to be as brief as possible to this question as 
there are various factors that comprise rates. The Coopera¬ 
tive, as in all businesses, prepares a budget for the current 
operating year. This budget is approved by your Board of 
Directors, based on certain assumptions. One of these 

assumptions is the sale of kilowatt-hours needed to generate 
the revenue to operate the Cooperative. 

An individual member can certainly conserve and save 
considerably on his or her electric bill. However, if a large 
number of members also conserve it has more of an impact 
on the finances of the Cooperative. 

Requiring the Cooperative to increase rates to make up 
for the loss of revenue from the conservation. Many of the 
cooperative’s costs are fixed. Therefore, if all members 
would conserve it would not lower each of their bills. It 
would have the opposite effect, raising the cost of each 

kilowatt-hour. 
Costs of your bill are varied, but it is fact that there is a 

factor of economies of scale in the electric industry. This is 
one of the reasons rates declined from 1941 to 1972, when 
they started to increase. Rates are still projected to double 
by 1990 and then start a period of stabilization. 

Many factors are encompassed in this projection and 
outside economic forces can have an effect on the percent¬ 
age. Remember, use all the electricity you need; use it 
efficiently and effectively to serve you. 

How much is it currently costing to operate appliances, 
etc.? 

Appliances vary with efficiency, your use, etc. There is 
no specific answer to this question. In next month’s center 
section of the IREN a two-page article will appear entitled 
“Calculate Your Average Monthly Cost of Operations,” 
This should aid you in determining your appliance cost. If 
not, contact your Cooperative for assistance. 

How much are we paying for someone to read these? 
With all members concerned at the cost of electricity, I 

appreciate the question. It is important that your Coop¬ 
erative maintain a good communications program. The cost 
is minimal; as you, the member-owner, provide opinions, 
directions and ideas that your cooperative can implement 
to better provide you with electric service. Your input is 
necessary for the Cooperative to continue to meet the 
needs of all members. 

The Cooperative’s direction toward innovations in the 
industry; time of day metering, automatic shut-offs on air 
conditioners, etc. 

The direction toward innovation is to be knowledgable 
of new technology emerging in the industry. Cost is, of 
course, the first. Your Board of Directors and employees 
look at all forms of technology and its impact and use of 
the Cooperative. Also, our purchase power contracts with 
Illinois Power Company and CILCO have a relationship to 
your rates. At present, we are not billed on time of day, but 
rather on demand and energy (kwh) used. If this were to 
change, it may be possible to change to time-of-day meter¬ 
ing. The last time this type of metering was studied, it 
would cost approximtely $250 per meter and over two and 
one-half million dollars to change over the present system. 
This is not cost effective at this time. 

Automatic shut-offs also have been studied. There are 
various types — many can be purchased at the retail level to 
control lights, hot water heaters and heating and air condi¬ 
tioning units. Another type is whereby the utility can 
externally control major appliances. These units allow the 
capability of total on and off control in an effort to reduce 
the demand placed on the lines and substations. At present, 
it is cost ineffective to institute such a system. Yet it has 
not been totally disregarded. If costs of these systems drop 
to a point whereby your Board of Directors finds cost 
effective it may decide to install a test system. 

The real value of load management is not at the distribu¬ 
tion level, but at the generating level. If load management 
can defer the building of a new generation plant, these are 
dollars that would not increase you bill. Generation is the 
key to a successful load management program for all 
members. Also, it would only delay the building of a new 
plant, not eliminate the need. 

I again thank you for your input and remind you that 
anytime you have a comment, compliment, complaint or 
question, contact us. Next month we’ll take a look at “a 
members question on Capital Credits.” Until then, remem¬ 
ber, we are here to serve you. 

Essay contest 
deadline 

Attention sophomores and juniors! The deadline for 
your essay is 12 noon, Wednesday, March 14, 1984. For 
those who have started, you have approximately one month 
to finish your essay. If you haven’t entered, it’s not too 
late. This year’s subject is: “Acid Rain! What is it and How 
Does It Affect Our Society? Utilities, etc.?” 

The ten finalists will present their essay for judging. All 
will spend a day with state leaders in Springfield, April 25. 
Two co-winners will be awarded all-expense paid trips to 
Washington, D.C. the week of June 8-15. Ask your teacher 
or principal for details or contact the Cooperative now for 
an entry blank and all necessary information. Good luck! 
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Maintenance 
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Lines 
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Trucks 
Airplanes 
Farm 
Machinery 
Cutting of 
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Rats 
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Many reasons for interruptions 
You are aware from time to time your power is inter¬ 

rupted. That is no secret! But what causes all of these 
power outages. The 1983 outage report is completed and 
the following is breakdown of outages for the past year: 

The catagories have been lumped to show what and 
why outages are caused by. The figures change from year to 
year and next a comparison will be shown between 1983 
and 1984. 

One point to look at is the unknowns. Although less 
than 10 percent of the total outage time there are those 
instances that we have no idea what caused a particular line 
to an individual to be without service. It could have been 
anyone of numerous items that caused the outage, but no 

evidence was found to place it in one category. 
Let’s hope that in 1984 the weather, accidents, etc. are 

fewer in order that you may experience fewer outages. We 
are dedicated in providing you the most reliable service pos¬ 
sible and it is a high priority goal to attain in the New Year. 
As always, your cooperation is apprecited, and never taken 
for granted. 

If you exclude power source from the outage statistics, 
the average Corn Belt Electric member was out of electric 
power 3.56 hours during the 1983 year. Some members 
may have experienced many more hours of interruption, 
others may have never been without power. 

16a March 1984 



As noted in Febru- 
»ary I REN, this informa¬ 

tion is provided to 

assist you in usage 

assessment. The follow¬ 
ing pages list typical 

home appliances, their 

average wattage and 

their average energy 

consumption. To arrive 

at the approximate cost 

of operating a particu¬ 

lar appliance, enter the 

cost per kilowatt-hour 

you pay for electricity 

in the appropriate 

column. Multiply that 

rate by the kwh usage. 

If you want to know 

the approximate cost of 

operation for one 

month, multiply the 

answer in YOUR COST 

column by the number 

of uses per month. To 

determine the cost for 

units of energy, call 
your local supplier. 

Electrical Appliances Average 
Wattage 

kwh 
Usage 

CLEAN UP 
Compactor 
Dishwasher (doesn't include 

400 .03/load 

heating water) 1200 1.00/load 
Electricity for hot water 3.00/load 

Disposer 445 .04/load 

COMFORT CONDITIONING 
Air Cleaner 
Air Conditioner 

50 1.20/day 

12,000 Btu EER = 6 2.00/hr 
12,000 Btu EER = 8 1.50/hr 
12,000 Btu EER = 10 1.20/hr 

Blanket (8 hr/use) 150 .60/use 
Dehumidifier 260 .13/hr 
Fan - Attic 370 .37/hr 
Fan - Circulating 88 .09/hr 
Fan - Window 200 .20/hr 
Heat Lamp (infrared) 250 .25/hr 
Heater - Portable 1500 .90/hr 
Humidifier 180 .18/hr 
Kitchen Exhaust Fan 88 .09/hr 
Water Bed Heater 400 .20/hr 

FOOD PREPARATION 
Coffee Maker/Percolator (8-10 cup) 

Brew Cycle (15 min/use) 600 .15/use 
Warm Cycle (60 min/use) 

Coffee Maker/Urn (30 cup) 
80 .06/use 

Brew Cycle (30 min/use) 1200 .60/use 
Warm Cycle (2 hr/use) 

Coffee Maker/Drip (8-10 cup) 
100 .20/use 

Brew Cycle (10 min/use) 1100 .17/use 
Warm Cycle (60 min/use) 70 .07/use 

Frypan 1200 .74/hr 
Hot Beverage Maker (3 min/use) 1000 .05/use 
Slow Cooker 200 .20/hr 
Toaster (3 min/use) 1100 .11/use 
Waffle Maker (30 min/use) 1200 .48/use 
Blender, Can Opener, Carving Each 

Knife, Coffee Mill, Corn uses 
Popper, Egg Cocker, Fondue less 
Pot, Food Processor, Food than 
Sheer, Ice Cream Maker, Ice 
Crusher, Juicer, Knife 
Sharpener, Mixer, Warming 
Tray 

1.0/mo 

OVENS AND COOKTOPS 
Microwave (5 min/use) 1450-1600 .12/use 
Portable 

Baking (30 min/use) 1500 .19/use 
Broiling (30 min/use) 1500 .29/use 
Toasting (3 min/use) 1500 .08/use 

Range - Burner 1800 1.80/hr 
Range - Oven 5000 5.00/hr 
Oven Cleaning Cycle 5000 7.00/use 

FOOD PRESERVATION 
Bagmaker/Sealer 58 less than 

1.0/mo 
Dehydrator 660-1000 .26/hr 

Calculate vour average 
Cost/ 
kwh 

Your 
Cost 

•/hr 
/hr 
/hr 
/use 
/hr 
/hr 
/hr 
/hr 
/hr 
/hr 
/hr 
/hr 
/hr 

/use 
/use 

/use 
/use 
/hr 
/use 
/hr 
/use 
/use 

/use 

/use 
/use 
/use 
/hr 
/hr 
/use 

Uses/ _ 
Month “ 

Cos' 
Mon 

/load x 

/load x 
/load x 
/load x 

/day x 

/use x 
/use x 

/mo x 

/mo x 
/hr x 
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ithlv cost of operations 

ctrical Appliances mnZ 
kwh 

Usage 

ZERS 
ht 
jtfree (15 cu ft) 
iproved efficiency* 
ual (15 cu ft) 
iproved efficiency* 

itfree (15 cu ft) 
iproved efficiency* 

IIGERATORS 
ard (15 cu ft) 
roved efficiency* 
Free (15 cu ft) 
roved efficiency* 

440 210.0/mo 
122.0/mo 

341 155.0/mo 
90.0/mo 

360 110.0/mo 
64.0/mo 

326 100.0/mo 
69.0/mo 

615 200.0/mo 

138.0/mo 

1000 .13/use 
Each 
uses 
less 

TH AND BEAUTY 

Iryer (8 min/use) 
g Iron/Brush, Hair Clipper, 
Setter, Heating Pad, 

;ager, Shaver, Shave Cream 

enser, Toothbrush 

E ENTERTAINMENT 

k & White (solid state) 
ir (solid state) 

EWARES& OUTDOORS 

3 Block Heater 1000-2000 1.0-2.0/hr 

Polisher (30 min/use) 305 .15/use 

Mower 1000-1600 1.0-1.6/hr 
, 1 horsepower 1000 1.0/hr 
g Machine 75 less than 

1.0/mo 
vriter (15 min/use) 100 .03/use 
m Cleaner (30 min/use) 630 .32/use 

than 1.0/mo 

71 .07/hr 

50-100 .05-.10/hr 

250 .25/hr 
150 .15/hr 

2 1.40/mo 

DRY 
is Dryer 
is Washer (cold water) 
tricity for hot water 
I hr/use) 

5000 2.58/load 
500 .25/load 

6.00/load 
1100 .57/use 

PING 
il Household 
or 

rity Light (Mercury vapor) 175 
light (all night) 150 

3.00/day 

70.00/mo 

50.00/mo 

R HEATING & SUPPLY 
Pump (varies 

depth) 

Heater 

; (40 gal - 
ick recovery) 

t of Use (2 min/use) 
irculating Pump & Filter 
;m (24 hr/day) 

I eater 

Pump (1/3 horsepower) 

750-1000 1.30/mo 

4500 13.00/day 
734 .03/use 

575 14.00/day 

8530 8.50/hr 

.8/hr 

iges for models produced since 1979. 

Cost/ 
A kwh 

x 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Your Uses/ 
Cost X Month 

/mo x 
/mo x 
/mo x 
/mo x 

/mo x 
/mo x 

/mo x 
/mo x 
/mo x 
/mo x 

/use x 

/mo x 

/hr x 

/hr x 
/hr x 
/hr x 

/mo x 
/hr x 

/use x 
/hr x 
/hr x 

/mo x 
/use x 
/use x 

/load x 
/load x 
/load x 
/use x 

/day x 

/mo x 

/mo x 

/mo x 

/day x 
/use x 

/day x 

/hr x 
/hr x 

 \ 
Cost/ 

Month 

The figures shown 

on this chart are based 

on average use. Your 

energy consumption 

may be higher or lower, 

depending on how you 

and other people in 

your home use the 

various appliances. 
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46th annual meeting 
Your Cooperative’s 46th annual meeting is Saturday, 

March 24, 1984, at Bloomington Senior High School Audi¬ 
torium. Registration for the meeting will be from 8:30 to 
10 a.m. Coffee and doughnuts will be served during registra¬ 
tion. Congressman Edward Madigan is the guest speaker. A 
meal is being served at noon after the meeting. Deadline for 
meal reservations is Thursday, March 22, 1984. 

The meeting is to begin at 10 a.m. and you are urged to 
attend. Make your cooperative’s 46th annual meeting a suc¬ 
cessful one. 

Your question please! 
by JEFF REEVES 

The membership from time to time has asked questions 
about their Cooperative. This information is of a general 
interest to all of our members. It is my intention, period¬ 
ically, to share with all members your questions and com¬ 
ments. 

How do you determine capital credits? Will they ever be 
paid? Is there a fund set aside for this payment? Are capital 
credits a requirement by law or part of the covenant of 
your government loan? 

A four-part question that many member-owners are 
interested in. In your by law book, under Article IX 
Section 2, Patronage Capital in Connection with Furnishing 
Electric Energy; capital credits are explained. First question 
is, how do you determine capital credits? 

The amount of capital in excess of operating cost and 
expenses is called “margins.” These margins represent 
excesses, or deficit, from year to year, depending on con¬ 
ditions experienced by your Cooperative. 
Will they ever be paid? 

Your board of directors determines the method, basis, 
priority and order of retirement, if any, for all amounts fur¬ 
nished as capital. Of course, other factors are involved in 
this process. 

Our lenders require that certain financial ratios be met 
every year. Excess capital is used to offset some future 
borrowing. 
Is there a fund set aside for this payment? 

There is no bank account or special fund for these pay¬ 
ments. The capital has been used over the existence of the 
Cooperative. Records are kept every year as to the amount 
of excess capital and, based on your usage, would be 
returned to back to you. These capital credits are transfer¬ 

able at time of death and represent what the Cooperative 
owes you. 
Are capital credits a requirement by law, or part of the 
covenant of your government loan? 

When the Rural Electrification Administration (REA) 
was formed and cooperatives developed, REA had many 
requirements to conform to. One of these was that capital 
credits should not be paid back until the cooperatives had 
achieved a 40 percent equity level. Currently, equity level is 
at 30 percent. This requirement of 40 percent equity level 
has since been relaxed. 

At last year’s annual meeting, the board of directors 
recommended to the membership a deletion of the 40 per¬ 
cent equity level from the by-laws and it was approved by 
the membership. This will now allow the payment of 
capital credits at the board’s discretion, coupled with the 
financial requirements that the lending institutions have 
required us to maintain. 

The above was a very brief look at the question of capi¬ 
tal credits. If you or a group would like more information 
about your Cooperative, please contact me and I’ll be 
happy to arrange a meeting. 
Why are you so anti-Reagan? I’m sick of the propaganda in 
the REN publication. 

The last thing your Cooperative wants is to have an 
image of having a preference to one political party or politi¬ 
cian. 

Your Cooperative has a responsibility to inform its 
membership of all issues which could have an effect on the 
membership of the Cooperative. The rural electric program 
has had tremendous support from both political parties. 
Mainly because it has been a program that has provided a 
need and service to the rural people of the United States. 
No one in American can escape from the issues which 
affects rural America. Providing electric service at the 
lowest possible costs has benefited not just rural people, 
but all Americans. 

President Reagan has taken many positive steps that 
have and will affect your Cooperative. Especially in the area 
of regulation. We have and will continue to support the pos¬ 
itive steps. However, we disagree with the administration’s 
views on H.R. 3050 and Senate Bill 1300, designed to pre¬ 
serve the REA Revolving Fund and diminish demand on 
the Treasury. 

These bills have been cosponsored by 175 members of 
the House of Representatives and 39 members of the 
Senate, being supported by both Republicans and Demo¬ 
crats. Our Congressman for the 15th District, Edward 
Madigan, has cosponsored the legislation. 

Restoring long-term stability to the Rural Electrification 
Administration loan program is essential for a strong, pro¬ 
ductive rural America. Legislation before Congress will 
responsibly strengthen the REA financing system for elec¬ 
tric cooperatives without costing the taxpayer and without 
changing the loan obligations of REA borrowers. The legi¬ 
slation will ensure 25 million rural Americans of continued 
high-quality, affordably priced electricity benefitting every¬ 
one. 
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Members of Olympia school board, 
administration and representatives of 
Corn Belt Electric listen to Bob Briggs 
on how reducing electric frequency 
cycle of fans reduces demand without 
any power loss. 

Olympia school manages electric load 
In November 1983, the Olympia School Board gave the 

taxpayers of Olympia School District a Christmas present. 
The present was an $88,000 load management system, 
which the board expects to pay for itself in 3-3 Vz years. 

Located in Corn Belt Electric Cooperative’s service area, 
the 160,000-square foot building is nestled among the rich 
farmland four miles southeast of Standford. With an enroll¬ 
ment of 720 students at the high school and covering 
377 square miles, Olympia School District is the largest 
school district in area in the entire state. 

The Olympia School Board and management has long 

worked for ways to reduce costs at the school. In early 
1983, the feasibility of controlling electricity was explored. 
After much deliberation, the school board decided to install 
load management hardward from Briggs Electric Inc. 

Robert Briggs, President of Briggs Electric Inc., and his 
employees spent several weeks at the school analyzing the 
best way to reduce electricity use and demand. To be suc¬ 
cessful, two criteria had to be met: (1) reduction of electri¬ 
city used without undue discomfort or inconvenience to 
the administration, faculty, or pupils (2) control the 
amount of power the school used in any 15-minute period. 
This is important because part of the electric bill consists of 
a charge for the average amount of power the school uses in 
any 15-minute period. 

The heart of the system is a Honeywell microprocessor 
which controls 22 functions in four major areas of the 
school: (1) lighting (2) fan system (3) dishwasher (4) air 
conditioner. 

Lighting is controlled in the gymnasium, hallways, and 
locker rooms. 

In the gymnasium, lighting is automatically reduced so 

only every other light is on at any one time. The system 
alternates the lights each day to extend fixture and bulb 
life. When special functions are scheduled, an override con¬ 
trol allows all the lights to be turned on. 

In the hallways of the schools, lights are reduced to a 
minimum requirement during the 52 minutes the students 
are in the classroom. The eight minutes when students are 
changing classes, all the lights are turned on. 

During the non-school hours, the system provides a 
motion switch. When someone walks down the hallway, 
lights are switched on and off as the person moves from one 
area to another. 

The locker rooms at the school have also had motion 
switches installed in them. The switches are effective 
because there are many times when the locker rooms are 
unoccupied. 

Fan system costs have been reduced by slowing the 
speed of the motors. This is done by reducing the electric 
frequency cycle from 60 to six cycles per second. The fre¬ 
quency reduction means fans operate at 30 percent speed 
without any power loss. An 80 percent savings in electri¬ 
city results. 

A large savings is achieved from controlling the dish¬ 
washer. Each day 1,100 dishes have to be washed. This is 
done by an 80 kw (80,000 watt) dishwasher. 

In the conveyer type system, a dish takes 45 seconds to 
complete the cleaning cycle. By allowing the dishwasher to 
operate for eight minutes, then turn off for eight minutes, 
the demand registering on the electric meter is 41 kw 
(41,000). The dishes can be washed at half the original 
cost, and by effective planning, the dishes are being washed 

(Continued on page 12d) 
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Three members of Corn Belt Electric Cooperative have been reelected to three-year terms on the board of directors. From 
left are John W. H. Tompkins of LeRoy, Leonard Maupin of Arrowsmith, Ralph Kahle of Grid/ey and Corn Belt manager 
J. D. Reeves. 

Kahle, Maupin, Tompkins reelected 
at cooperative’s 46th annual meeting 

Three Corn Belt Electric Cooperative members were 
reelected to the board of directors during Corn Belt’s 46th 
annual meeting Saturday, March 24, in Bloomington. 

Ralph Kahle of Gridley, Leonard Maupin of Arrowsmith 
and John W. H. Tompkins of LeRoy were retained for 
three-year terms. All three are in District 1, located east and 
northeast of Bloomington. They were nominated by the 
nominating committee. 

Weather created some unusual conditions for the coop¬ 
erative in 1983. Kahle, president of the board, said that 
although no major storms involving ice, wind or lightning 
hit in the 10-county area served by Corn Belt, weather did 
have an effect. “From January through June, kilowatt-hour 
sales were down 8.6 percent from the previous year, due to 
the mild weather. However, with the record-breaking heat 
wave experienced in the summer and the cold December, 
July through December had an increase of 7.3 percent over 
the same period in 1982,” he added. 

“Acid rain has become a national issue,” he said. Kahle 
urged that sufficient scientific data be gathered before 
decisions are made to control and reduce acid rain. If 
Congress passes acid rain legislation that imposes expensive 
regulations on electric generators, Kahle said, “You can 
expect an increase in your monthly electric bill.” 

Kahle outlined the status of legislation in Congress that 
would alter the rural electric financing program. He said 
electric cooperatives across the nation are supporting the 
proposals that have been approved by the House of Repre¬ 

sentatives to restore long-term stability to the revolving 
fund from which electric cooperatives borrow. 

The cooperative made a number of system improve¬ 
ments in 1983, J. D. Reeves, manager, said, with primary 
emphasis on service for new homes and upgraded farming 
operations. Reeves added that 1984 is expected to be a 
busy construction year, with replacement of many lines 
built in the late 1930s and early 1940s receiving high 
priority. 

For the year, total member purchases from Corn Belt 
were up less than one percent from the previous year. Total 
members connected in 1983 was up 38 from 1982. 

Reeves also outlined an equity funding plan that is 
designed to provide Soyland power Cooperative with funds 
to minimize expenditures for capital construction projects. 
He said, “The purpose of this fund is to reduce borrowings 
for capital projects and, therefore, improve the equity 
position of Soyland, of which Corn Belt is a member. This 
will reduce future power costs to the member coopera¬ 

tives.” Beginning on May 2 bills, Reeves went on, the 
wholesale power cost adjustment will be increased approx¬ 
imately five-tenths of one cent for each kilowatt-hour used 
between March and December of this year. 

Lewis White of Bloomington, secretary-treasurer, said 
that total revenue for 1983 was $11,169,626, compared to 
$9,856,642 in 1982. Wholesale power costs made a signifi¬ 
cant jump in 1983 from 1982, White noted. Purchased 
power cost the cooperative $6,656,685 in 1983, up 16 
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percent from 1982. Net margins were $670,806 and the 
cooperative paid a total of $841,217 in taxes. 

Featured speaker for the meeting was U.S. Rep. Edward 
Madigan, who represents Illinois’ 15th Congressional 
District, which includes a large portion of Corn Belt’s 
service area. Rep. Madigan is a long-time supporter of rural 
electric cooperatives and is a co-sponsor of rural electric 
financing legislation passed earlier this month by the House. 

Madigan discussed several topics, including acid rain. 
He said acid rain legislation introduced in Congress in 

1981 to control power plant emissions in the Midwest 
would “impact immeasurably on electric rates” if approved. 
He acknowledged that he was among those blocking passage 
of the legislation, explaining that the cost to downstate 
Illinois could run as high as $9 billion and that the nation 
needs sufficient scientific information before enacting such 
costly legislation. 

He cited new studies — including reports from Washing¬ 
ton University in St. Louis and Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology — that “demonstrate clearly that power plants 
in Illinois are not impacting upon the acid rain problem in 
the northeast United States” as has been the contention. He 

said the MIT study indicates that constructive legislation 
would require installation of the control systems on power 
plants in the northeast, such as in New York, because “that 
is the source of the problem.” 

Madigan said, “It is very interesting that by delaying the 
two-year period of time any action by the Congress we are 
able to get scientific studies from institutions with no ax to 
grind, who in three cases are in that part of the country and 
who now say to these people who have presumably been 
anti-environmentalist have in fact been right all along.” 

He went on to say that environment means more than 
the quality of air and water. “Those things are very impor¬ 
tant and I don’t think they should take a back seat, but I 
think environment also means whether schools are well 
financed, whether people have jobs and whether the road 
system in an area is being taken care of. All of those things 
are part of the environment in which we live as well.” 

Following the members’ meeting, the board of directors 
met in a reorganizational session and reelected officers: 
Kahle, president; Tompkins, vice president; White, secre¬ 
tary-treasurer; and Frank Thorp, Clinton, assistant secre¬ 
tary-treasurer. 

Board in reorganizational meeting Rep. Madigan 
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Bob Briggs explains how the energy management system 
interfaces with the schools existing control system. 

Olympia school 
(Continued from page 12a) 
in the same amount of time. 

The fourth system controlled is the air conditioner. 
Since air conditioning has yet to be used with the load 
management program, only the estimated projections can 
be repeated. 

Before the air conditioning system can be controlled 
efficiently, some experimentation will be needed. It is 

hoped that after the experimentation, air conditioning costs 
can be reduced 30-40 percent. 

Making a load management system operate without 
hardship is admirable, but the determining factor of its 
success is: does it save money? 

Will the system save money? The superintendent of 
Olympia, Dr. Jack Bowman, thinks it will, and uses three 
months’ billing as his basis. Dr. Bowman states “during the 
three months the load management system has been 
installed, electric usage was reduced by 10 percent and 
power demand dropped 29 percent. These figures translated 
into a $6,016 billing reduction when compared to the same 
period last year. Based on power demand readings taken at 
the high school, similar savings are expected next month.” 
The program may also affect the use of other fuel sources 
as well. 

Although the system has been installed only a short 
time, the results are everything expected. If the system 
continues to operate as expected, and saves money, the real 
winners will be the taxpayers of the school district. 

Standby power and double-throw switch 
Electric energy is no longer a household luxury. Electri¬ 

city has become an essential servant for farm and home. It 
is no longer a minor inconvenience when the power goes 
off, especially if the outage lasts several hours or more. For 
many, an outage means the discomfort of a furnace that 
does not run, or a refrigerator or freezer full of food that 
may spoil. For others, a prolonged outage may mean that 
livestock in confinement buildings may die. 

Whether electricity is a convenience or a necessity, you 
may be wise to look into the possibility of buying a 
standby generator/alternator for your farm or home. Pro¬ 
longed outages, usually due to severe weather such as 
tornadoes, lightning or ice storms, are unavoidable. 

Whether you buy a 35,000-watt generator or a 2,000- 
watt unit, you should be absolutely certain your unit is 
isolated from the local power supplier’s lines any time it is 
generating current. 

You can start up a genera¬ 
tor any time and plug a few 

appliances into the outlets 
that are often built into such 
units. But any time you con¬ 
nect it into your home’s fuse 
box or at the meter pole, you 
will need a double-throw 
switch. Such switches protect 
the linemen working to 
restore service, as well as pro¬ 
tecting your generator and 
equipment. 

When you are using current from your cooperative’s 
power lines, the transformer at your location is stepping the 

voltage down from possibly 7,200 to the 120 and 240 volts 
that you use in your home. When you run a generator with¬ 
out a double-throw switch installed on your system, you 
may feed 120 volt current back into the transformer. The 
transformer will step it up to 4,160 or 7,200 volts which 
would give a lethal shock to a lineman who may have 
assumed that the line was dead. 

In addition, when the current from the normal source 
comes back on, it almost certainly will ruin your generator 
unless it is isolated from the lines by a double-throw switch. 

This switch must be sized according to the rating of your 
service entrance equipment. Common sizes are 100, 200, or 
400 amperes. Sometimes automatic switches, which are 
part of a control panel, are used when standby service is 
automatic. Otherwise, manually operated switches are used. 

Your Cooperative through one of its suppliers, is making 
available to all members a one-time special offer of the 
following double-pole, double-throw switches: 

U.L. Approved 
100 amp Double-pole Double-throw Switch $132.00 
200 amp Double-pole Double-throw Switch $213.00 
Not U.L. Approved 
100 amp Double-pole Double-throw Switch $108.00 
200 amp Double-pole Double-throw Switch $179.40 
Price does not include tax. Please add 6%. 
Checks must be made payable to Corn Belt Electric 

Cooperative and received prior to deadline date of June 1, 
1984. It is strongly recommended that you purchase U.L. 
approved, but not required. 

If you have any questions regarding the double-pole, 
double-throw switch, contact Jerry Durflinger, Manager of 
Member Services. 
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Scott Gehlbach and Kendall Jones 
essay winners 

Scott Gehlbach, Lincoln High, and Ralph Kahle, president 
of Corn Belt Electric board of directors. 

Co-winners of the 25th Annual Essay contest of the 
Corn Belt Electric Cooperative “Youth to Washington” 
contest were announced Wednesday, April 4, at Bob John¬ 
son’s Restaurant in Bloomington. They are Scott Gehlbach, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Gehlbach, and Kendall Jones, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ron Jones. Scott is a junior at 
Lincoln High School; Kendall is a junior at University High 
School in Normal. 

Selection of the two winners was made from among 10 
high school finalists. Participants were from Bellflower High 
School, Cerro Gordo High School, Argenta-Orena High 
School, Lincoln High School, Central Catholic High School 
and University High School. Students submitted essays 
detailing their views on “Acid Rain!, What is it and how 
does it affect our society? utilities? etc.” The judges had a 
difficult decison, as all who entered the contest displayed 
fine ability, indicating considerable study, research and 
preparation was devoted to the topic. Parents and teachers 
were congratulated for their support on this program. 

“It is a privilege to send these outstanding young stu¬ 
dents to our nation’s capital. This tour is one of the finest 
tours of Washington, D.C. and I am sure it will be memor¬ 
able, as well as an outstanding educational experience,” 
manager Jeff Reeves told the students. 

Due to a conflict in schedules, Kendall will not be able 
to go to Washington; therefore, the third-place winner, 
Theresa Buescher, daughter of- Mr. and Mrs. Bud Buescher, 
will go to Washington. Theresa is a junior at University 
High. Scott and Theresa will join approximately 60 other 
high school students representing 18 cooperatives through¬ 

out Illinois in Springfield on Friday, June 8. They will 
travel aboard air-conditioned buses for the all-expense-paid 
trip to Washington and will return June 15. 

During the week in Washington, the Illinois participants 
will join with nearly 1,000 other students from 26 states 
and foreign countries and will be participating in Rural 
Electric Youth Week activities sponsored by the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association. Their activities 
and tours will include the battlefield at Gettysburg; the 
U.S. Capitol and meeting with Illinois Senators and Repre¬ 
sentatives; the Smithsonian Institution; and many other 
national shrines. In addition, the highlight of the trip, they 
will be special guests at the White House. 

Front row left to right: Linda God bo Id, University High; 
Theresa Buescher, University High; Tracy Graeff, Central 
Catholic; Scott Gehlbach, Lincoln High. Back row left to 
right: Tom Schroeder, Bellflower High; Brenda March, Bell¬ 
flower High; Eric Wright, Argenta-Oreana High; Todd 
Pruski, University High; Terri Switzer, Cerro Gordo High. 

Life-support equipment 
Any member who is dependent on an electrically oper¬ 

ated respirator, dialysis machine, or any other electrically 
operated life-support should contact Dorothy Scott at the 
Cooperative immedately. Your Cooperative maintains a file 
of these members and consults these members before turn¬ 
ing off power or restoring power after an interruption. 
Further, a priority is given in restoration to those who 
possess electrically operated life-support equipment. Even 
if you have contacted us previously it is necessary to verify 
our present information. 

Thank you from your cooperative. 
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Advisory Committee sets terms 
Corn Belt Electric’s Member Advisory Committee met 

Tuesday, April 10, at 6:30 p.m. at Bob Johnson’s Brandt- 
ville Restautant in Bloomington. 

Chaired by Manager Jeff Reeves, the Member Advisory 
Committee (MAC) agreed to set terms of two and three 
years for the present members of the MAC. A drawing was 
held to determine the terms of those present. In the future, 
this will afford balanced rotation of the Committee. 

The recent annual meeting survey was reviewed and the 
following are final results of the survey. (All numbers listed 
below are actual and were filled out at the annual meeting 
by those in attendance.) 
1. Did you attend last year’s meeting? 

125 — yes 96 — no 
2. How many of the Cooperative’s annual meetings have 

you ever attended? 
0-47 11-20 -42 

1-5 — 69 Over 20 — 23 
6-10-42 

3. How long have you been receiving electric from the 
cooperative? 

Of 215 responses, the average is 27.5 years. 
4. Would you suggest any changes in the annual meeting 

format? 
The following responses were listed: 
Closer parking 
Leave meeting as is 
Satisfied 
Limit business meeting to one hour 
Any other day except Saturday 
Excellent as is 
Wednesday evening 
First Saturday in April 
Make it as short as possible 
Well satisfied 
Don’t repeat written reports 
Park on north side of school — come through building 

5. The cooperative normally holds its annual meeting in 
March, on Saturday and in the morning. 

It shouldn’t be changed — 182 
It should be changed — 7 

6. My present age is: 
1— under 20 26 -41-50 56 —71 or over 

10- 20-30 45 - 51-60 
19- 31-40 65 - 61-70 

7. My sex is: 151 —Male 82 — Female 

8. I brought children and their ages are 

There were 38 children in attendance at this year’s 
annual meeting. 

No changes were proposed in the current survey form 
for next year — it will be reviewed at a later MAC meeting 
prior to next year’s annual meeting. 

A video tape of energy awareness was shown. It centers 
around a TV commercial that is shown and the message 
that is being conveyed. With the background song of 

“Tomorrow,” the film reminded the nation of the impor¬ 
tance of energy. That it is necessary to have a mix of con¬ 
servation, coal and nuclear to meet our short needs and that 
someday we will derive most of our electricity through 
solar power. 

The second video tape dealt with the recent passage of 
House Bill 3050, the “REA Self-Sufficiency Fund Act.” 
Step by step, it took the Committee through the political 
process and included floor debate on this crucial piece of 
legislation that will have long lasting effect on all members 
of this and all electric cooperatives throughout the country. 

The last video tape gave a brief look at the recent 42nd 
Annual Meeting of the National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association held January 22-25, 1984 at Moscone Center in 
San Francisco, Calif. This meeting was attended by some of 
your directors, manager and staff of the cooperative. High¬ 
lights shown of the meeting included speakers: Harold V. 
Hunter, Rural Electrification Administration, and Honor¬ 
able Albert Gore, Jr., U.S. Representative from Tennessee; 
and various discussion forums that dealt with topics from 
creating job opportunities in rural America to issues direc¬ 
tors and managers must be aware of. 

At the conclusion of the video tapes section the MAC 
engaged in a question and answer period. 

Capital credits was a lively discussion item. The history, 
purpose and form of capital credits were analyzed. Pros and 
cons of the revolving of capital credits was presented by 
Manager Reeves. One important point that was clarified is 
that capital credits are easily made part of an estate and are 
passed on to the heirs that anyone designates, regardless of 
their relationship with the cooperative. 

Rates were discussed once again — two important factors 
being mentioned — 1) Wholesale Power Cost Adjustment 
was increased .5 cents, effective on your May 2 bills and 2) 
Further rate increases are still to come in the future; once 
the nuclear Clinton Power Station is placed into service the 
cooperative will see a dramatic increase in its retail rates. 
What is unknown because of so many factors is when this 
will occur and the size of the increase. 

It is a tribute to all members that the Member Advisory 
Committee is working to increase member involvement in 
the cooperative and to continue to aid in the success of the 
overall operation of the cooperative. 

Summer rates begin May 18 
All members billed on Rate 1 — Residential and Farm 

Service — will be charged the summer rate for current used 
between May 18 and September 20. The cost per kilowatt- 
hour is 6.37 cents, plus wholesale purchased power cost 
adjustment, the five percent Illinois Public Utilities Reve¬ 
nue Tax, and the standard facilities charge. Owner-con¬ 
sumers in the Town of Normal pay a five-percent municipal 
tax and residents of the City of Bloomington a two and 
one-half percent municipal tax. 
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At the Lexington site, the concrete pad is being removed 
and rebuilt. Against the fence in the background is an emer¬ 
gency transformer for use in case of failure. 

New substation 
is outage saver 

Approximately one year ago, Cooksville substation was 
completed as part of your Cooperative’s system reliability 
plan. It is already being used to provide back-up capabil¬ 
ities. Early this year, routine maintenance discovered a 
problem with the Lexington substation transformer. It was 
necessary to remove the transformer and have it analyzed 
to determine if it was economically feasible to repair this 
transformer. To further complicate the project, this sub¬ 
station site dates back to 1940; the original concrete pad 
which supports the 3 7,000-pound transformer is in need of 
replacement. 

The Cooksville substation, although two years old, is the 

proverbial lifesaver. Cooksville is presently serving its own 
area and half of Lexington substation area, from Lexington 
east to Weston, as the map indicates. Without the Cooks¬ 
ville substation, Corn Belt would have been faced with a 
difficult operation problem. 

Providing you with the most reliable service is our goal. 

Meetings! meetings! meetings! 
Most of us at one time or another have attended a meet¬ 

ing of some type. Meetings, of course, are important to dis¬ 
cuss issues, raise issues and even resolve issues. Your board 
represents you at these meetings. In January of this year, 
they had an opportunity to visit San Francisco to attend 
the 42nd Annual Meeting. Five of the 11 directors were 
able to attend. 

This annual meeting attracts approximately 10,000 
people. Accomodations must be available in the form of 
hotels, transportation and a meeting center to conduct a 
meeting of this magnitude. 

Travel must be accessible from all parts of the country 
by common carrier. But why have an annual meeting? It is 
a business meeting whereby the policies of the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association (NRECA) are 
decided upon by elected delegates and set forth in resolu¬ 
tion on a wide variety of subjects spanning the business of 
rural electric systems and the ultimate welfare of rural 
electric consumers. 

Board members, offices and management learn more in 
order to serve you better. Through speakers, panel discus¬ 
sions and one to one communciation, their knowledge and 
perspective of problems and solutions are enhanced to 
ultimately benefit you the member-owner. 

The 43rd NRECA meeting of 1,000 rural electric coop¬ 

eratives is scheduled for New Orleans, La., Feb. 3-7, 1985. 
Your cooperative will hopefully be represented at this 
meeting to maintain its ties and input into the rural electric 
program. 

Power cost adjustment 
will increase effective this bill 

As previously announced in the official notice of the 
46th annual meeting booklet and at the meeting itself, your 
electric bill will increase five-tenths of a cent (.5) for each 
kilowatt-hour used between March and December of this 
year. 

Soyland Power Cooperative, of which Corn Belt Electric 
Cooperative is a member, has developed an equity funding 
plan to reduce borrowings for capital projects, such as the 
Clinton Power Plant. By using current revenues, future 
long-term borrowings and the resultant interest costs can be 
reduced. This will reduce future power costs to the member 
cooperatives. 

This five-tenths of a cent (.5) will flow through directly 
from your Cooperative to Soyland Power Cooperative. It 
will not be retained for any use by Corn Belt Electric. It 
was a difficult decision reached by your board of directors. 
In the long run, the equity funding plan will bring stability 
and lower costs to all members. 
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Corn Belt area students join in 
on Youth Day activities 

Ten area high school sophomores and juniors were 
among 150 students participating in special “Illinois Rural 
Electric Youth Day” activities in Springfield on April 25 
sponsored in part by Corn Belt Electric Cooperative of 
Bloomington. 

Illinois Governor James R. Thompson proclaimed 
Wednesday, April 25, 1984 as “Illinois Rural Electric 
Youth Day” to honor these students from throughout the 
state who are finalists in the annual “Youth to Washington” 
tour contest sponsored by the electric cooperatives of 
Illinois. 

In signing the Executive Proclamation designating the 
day as “Illinois Rural Electric Youth Day,” the Governor 
expressed keen interest in these young people who are con¬ 
cerned with the future development and welfare of Illinois. 
The essays this year dealt with the subject of acid rain and 
how it is affecting our society. 

Corn Belt Electric Cooperative’s group joined other high 
school students representing 12 other electric cooperatives 
from throughout Illinois in Springfield. Activities during 
the day included visits with area legislators, a tour of the 
Old State Capitol, a luncheon at which W. Thomas Ryder, 
Representative of the 97th district, was guest speaker, tours 
of the Old State Capitol and Lincoln Shrines and a special 
tour of the Executive Mansion. 

Your Cooperative salutes all who participated in this 
year’s Essay Contest as they are all winners in the eyes of 

the Cooperative. Although it is only May, plans are already 
being made for next year’s contest. Maybe you’ll be one of 
our finalists with a chance to go to Washington, D.C. in 
1985! 

Elmer Edwards 
retires after 

33 years 
Elmer Edwards retired after 33 

years of service with Corn 
Belt Electric Cooperative, effective 
January 31, 1984. 

A native of McLean, Edwards 
joined the cooperative December 1, 
1950 in the forestry department. Upon completion of his 
apprenticeship, he held the position of forestry journeyman 
until promoted to his present position of forestry foreman. 

He and wife, Thelma, reside in McLean. Their plans for 
retirement are incomplete at this time. 

The cooperative expresses its appreciation for the dedi¬ 
cation and hard work that was Elmer’s trademark. Many 
years of happiness and success are ahead for Elmer and 
Thelma in their years of retirement. 

Edwards 

4-H Club visits Corn Belt Electric 
Electricity is just one of the subjects that is studied by 

4-H. Your Cooperative recently assisted the Dawson 
Toppers 4-H group from Ellsworth with a program based on 
your Cooperative’s facilities. 

Leaders Bob and Mary Vaughn and assistant leaders 
Jerry and Marguerite Newberry had between 12-14 students 

Jerry DurfUnger, manager of Member Services, explains the 
Cooperative's mapping system and how location numbers 
are used in conjunction with this map. 

from ages of 8-18 visit and learn about electricity. 
A tour of all facilities was conducted — trucks seemed to 

be everyone’s favorite area. 
We remind you that if your group would be interested to 

tour the facilities of the Cooperative please contact your 
cooperative for full details. 

This stopping point was for discussion of the equipment 
required to construct and maintain your cooperative. The 
board shown represents the 63 different pieces of overhead 
and underground wire that is necessary to transmit power 
throughout the 10-county service area. 

CORN BELT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC.. BLOOMINGTON. ILLINOIS CORN BELT ELECTRIC 

10d ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS 



Corn Belt Electric News 
00 
CO 

LOCAL 662-5330 
LONG DISTANCE 1-800-322-6541 

CORN BELT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC., BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 

Neil Jones of N.J. Associates visited 
the Cooperative headquarters to 
demonstrate the "thumper" and train 
Corn Belt employees in the use of the 
underground maintenance device. 

High-voltage 'thumper’ 

Cable maintenance equipment purchased 
Most of us associate poles and wires as the means to 

distribute electricity. This is still the most used method; 
however, beginning in the 1960’s, the Cooperative started 
burying cable underground. It is located in subdivisions and 
eliminated poles and overhead wires. 

As with many systems, underground has its pluses and 
minuses. The advantages are that it is not susceptible to 
storms or automobile accidents and requires less mainte¬ 
nance. Disadvantages are the increased cost of construction 
(two to three times that of an overhead line), lack of 
visibility and longer repair time. It is the last factor your 
Cooperative is attempting to decrease. The photos show a 
new piece of equipment that has been added to our service 
repair capabilities. 

This high-voltage “thumper” is now used to locate 
underground breaks in the cable. By attaching this to the 

cable and sending a charge through the cable, the repair 
crew is able to pinpoint the break in the cable much sooner, 
enabling the crew to restore service to you, the member, 
sooner. With over 200 miles of underground cable, and all 
in subdivisions, it is essential that service be restored in the 
same time frame as overhead line. 

Neil Jones (pictured) of N.J. Associates conducted a 
training session. 

This piece of equipment cost approximately $7,500. 
It is expensive, yet necessary in the effort to provide you 
with reliable service. 

Your Cooperative will continue its efforts to provide the 
best support equipment available to insure that employees 
can perform their duties to insure that outages are restored 
safely and quickly. 

Summer rates in effect 
All members billed on Rate 1 — “Residential and Farm 

Service” — will be charged the summer rate for current used 
between May 20 and September 19. The cost per kilowatt- 
hour is 6.37 cents, plus wholesale purchased power cost 
adjustment, the five percent Illinois Public Utilities Reve¬ 
nue Tax, and the standard facilities charge. Owner-con¬ 
sumers in the Town of Normal pay a five percent municipal 
tax and residents of the City of Bloomington a two and 
one-half percent municipal tax. Remember — use your 
electric power wisely. 

12a June 1984 



System improvements under construction 
As the attached map indicates, your Cooperative will be 

involved in a major construction project in the Hartsburg 
area. The project, as the map indicates, of 7.5 miles of 
single-phase line, built in 1938-40, will be retired. New 
poles, wire and all miscellaneous hardware shall be replaced. 
This project is anticipated to cost approximately $80,000. 

It is anticipated that this project will commence in late 

June and take a couple of months to complete. We apolo¬ 
gize in advance for any inconvenience this may cause you. 

We will keep you informed of other projects as the 
schedule is developed. System maintenance of this type is 
becoming more common as your member-owned utility 
ages. Maintenance is important if we are to continue provid¬ 
ing reliable service. 

Help Lighten Our Load 
Your electric cooperative must provide adequate electrical capacity to 

meet energy demands when electric use hits a peak. As peaks get higher, more 
power plants are needed to generate enough electricity to meet this expensive 
peak demand required by consumers. On the hottest days when everyone 
turns on their air conditioners, you can help your electric cooperative control 
its peak demand by turning your thermostat to a warmer setting. 

Shifting electric energy use to off-peak periods helps make the most effi¬ 
cient use of existing generating capacity, delays the need for more power 
plants and helps limit future rate increases. Help your electric cooperative 
control summer peaks — and save money on your electric bill, too. 

You can do something about higher costs by limiting the use of your air 
conditioner on hot summer days. It will help your electric cooperative reduce 

its peak load at times when electricity use is highest (6-11 a.m. and 4-10 
p.m.) and save you money on your electric bill. 
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'Let me talk to the manager1 

By J. D. REEVES, Manager 
That’s a request that comes to Corn Belt Electric’s front 

office on more than one occasion. At times the request is 
cordial and well intentioned. Other times the caller is angry, 
upset and frustrated. 

As the manager, I’m concerned about these calls. I 
realize that their anger is usually about higher electric bills, 
but I wonder if the caller understands and listens to what I 
have been saying in a five- or ten-minute conversation. 

Corn Belt Electric Cooperative is people-oriented. The 
Cooperative starts with the member-consumer, without 
which we have no reason for existence. If we don’t treat all 
member-owners fairly, and more importantly, as partners, 
we will not succeed. 

One of my responsibilities is the creation of a climate in 
which every member knows his or her voice is heard and 
appreciated. That is essential. The Cooperative is respon¬ 
sible to find time to listen to its members. 

Out of this listening process we will find new ways to 
serve our consumer needs and solve problems together. 

Your Cooperative is a non-profit organization and does 
not have to worry about returning an investment to stock¬ 
holders, as do investor-owned utilities. We do, nonetheless, 
have other financial responsibilities. These are to REA and 
CFC (our bankers) and you, the member, for providing 
reliable service within prudent financial guidelines. 

We are committed to the members of our cooperatives 
and all people who have an interest in electric service. These 
include consumers, employees, our power supplier, the 
community, government and the environment. Further¬ 
more, you judge us by not only what we say, but what we 
do. 

The better we are about explaining policies and proce¬ 
dures of the Cooperative, the better you can understand 
your Cooperative and its mission. 

The last item I want to address is that your Cooperative 
is “human.” We have our good days and bad days; but we 
do care every day about every member-consumer. We don’t 
always have time or, unfortunately, take the time to get 
that message across to the individual at the end of the line. 

In closing, remember we are ready to assist you when¬ 
ever possible. 

Don’t let vacation cause bill problem 
Vacation time is here for many of us and we would like 

to remind all our members to make arrangements for 
paying their bill if they are planning to be away from home. 

Your bill is mailed at the beginning of the month and 
payment must be in the office not later than the 23rd to 
avoid paying a penalty. 

Please make arrangements with a relative or neighbor for 
your bill payment or contact the billing department for 
information regarding your bill payment. 

Where Your Electricity comes From 
Coal Petroleum Natural Gas Nuclear Hydro Other 

1983 54.6% 6.2% 11.9% 12.6% 14.4% .3% 

1982 53.2% 6.6% 13.6% 12.6% 13.8% 
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The chart shows the latest Department of Energy figures for energy sources 
used to generate electricity during 1983, for a year earlier, and for five years 
ago. "Other" Includes geothermal, wood and waste. Total electric consump¬ 
tion in 1983 Increased by 3 percent from 1982. — Rural Electric News Service. 
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Don’t blame meter 
for high kilowatt-hour 

consumption 

Blaming your electric meter for high kilowatt-hour con¬ 
sumption is like blaming the cash register at the grocery 
store for high grocery bills or blaming the register on the 
gas pumps for high gasoline costs. Your electric meter 
records only kilowatts that are actually used. 

There are various reasons why kwh consumption can 
skyrocket. Usually, there are problems within the home 
that cause skyrocketing bills and consumption, such as: 

1. Bad thermostat on water heater. 
2. One element burned out in water heater. 
3. Leaking hot or cold water line (causing water heater or 

water pump to overwork.) 
4. Bad seal on freezer or refrigerator door. 
5. Water logged pump (can cause pump to cut on and off 
more frequently.) 

6. Problem in heating or cooling system. 
7. Short in appliance. 

8. Weather conditions. 
Day in and day out, the metal wheel (disc) in your 

electric meter is constantly turning — sometimes slowly, 
sometimes rapidly. As this wheel turns, your electric meter 
is recording your kilowatt-hour usage. 

Since electricity cannot be seen it is never considered 
until it’s time to pay for it. By this time the many com¬ 
forts, conveniences and necessities it helped to provide are 
forgotten. It is these familiar words that are heard so often, 
“We couldn’t have possibly used that much electricity. The 
meter must be wrong.” 

Meter tests indicate that there is only one chance in one 
thousand that your meter is measuring more kilowatts than 
you’re actually using. A meter, over a period of years, will 
actually slow down due to corrosion, dust and water and 
exposure to various weather conditions. However, they are 
usually still within the plus or minus two percent accuracy 
allowed for meters. 

Don’t blame your electric meter if your energy bill is 
high. It’s only doing its job. Your job is to use electric 
energy as efficiently as possible. That’s the common sense 
way to keep energy costs down. 

Office closing 
The office will be closed on Wednesday, July 4th, 

in observance of Independence Day. 
In case of power outage call: 1-800-322-6541 
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WHOLESALE 
POWER 
COSTS 

How many times have all of us heard the term Whole¬ 
sale Power Cost? This is the term used to describe what wa 
paid to Illinois Power Company and Central Illinois Light 
Company. It is now paid to Soyland Power Cooperative. 
Soyland Power Cooperative is made up of 15 cooperatives 
who jointly purchase power from Illinois Power Company, 
Central Illinois Public Service and Central Illinois Light 
Company. 

The cost of wholesale power has changed dramatically 
over the past 20 years. The chart below indicates that in 
1962 this cost to the cooperative was $452,489 — 10 years 
later it has doubled to $969,890. 

In 1962, the average cost per kilowatt-hour was .0238 
cents and in 1972 was .0215 cents. How could this occur? 
Wholesale power costs have doubled, but the average cost 
being paid by all members has decreased. Many factors are 
involved. Two important factors are the Cooperative was 
increasing membership each year and individual members 
were using more electricity. In 1962, the average per month 

Chart No. 1 
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was 623.16 kilowatt-hours. By 1972, this had risen to 
991.78 kilowatt-hours, more than a 50 percent increase. 
This helped offset this increase. 

In 1973, many different factors affected the Coopera¬ 
tive. Interest rates went up over two and one-half times 
overnight. Tremendous growth in the rural and suburban 
areas occurred, additional lines were upgraded and 40-year- 
old lines were completely replaced, causing the Cooperative 
to invest millions in plant. Inflation made its presence 
known in higher material, labor and overhead costs. 

The Wholesale Power Cost in 1973 was a little over a 
million dollars. In 10 years, it is six times higher, at 
$6,656,685. The average cost of a kilowatt-hour in the 
same year was .0226. In 1983, the average cost of a kilo¬ 
watt-hour was .0773. 

Wholesale power costs, as a percentage of Revenue as 
shown in chart No. 2, have steadily risen. In 1962, this 
percentage was 40 percent. By 1983, it had risen to almost 
60 percent. 

Future projections show this cost to increase dramat¬ 
ically. At present, 60 cents out of every dollar you pay is 

What does all this mean to me the member-owner? In 
the near future, rates will continue to climb. When Clinton 

paid to the power supplier. It is this cost that will rise to 70 
cents out of every dollar. 

Wholesale power costs 
represent approximately 
60 percent of your 
Cooperative's revenue 

Power Station becomes fully operational a substantial rate 
increase will occur. Then rates will level off. This scenario is 

based on today’s information. If future conditions change, 
it will of course change the effect on rates. None of us is 
certain of the future. 

Wholesale power costs and their effect on the coopera¬ 
tive are constantly being studied. We want all members to 
try and understand where we have been — the present and 
what the future may look like. 

By all of us understanding and listening to each others 
problems and concerns, we can start to solve them and 

meet the goals of the cooperative. 

Chart No. 2 
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Lineman Jim Dustin (over fence) and truck driver Jim 

Coan (behind pole) remove meter base and fuse boxes on 

meter pole before pole is removed. Changing this pole on 

scheduled maintenance is, as opposed to storm work, bene¬ 

ficial for you and your cooperative. 

A rotten meter pole discovered by the pole treating crew. 

AH poles are tested and treated. 

NC.. BLOOMINGTON ILLINOIS CORN BELT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC.. BLOOMINGTON ILLINOIS 

Trench and wire run from transformer to new house in 

rural subdivision. 

Apprentice lineman Pat Hall digs out portion unaccessible 

to trencher. 

At left, final connections into meter base. At right, check¬ 
ing at and below ground level for wood rotting out. Poles 

then are tagged okay or need replacing. 

Workman getting ready to bore pole. Your cooperative will 

test and treat approximately 4,000 poles this year. 
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Corn Belt Comments 
Is your bill higher? 

The bill that is due July 23 is based on usage from 
approximately May 19 to June 19. Please remember that 
during this period there were many days with temperature 
reaching the high 80’s and at least three days where the 
mercury was 90 or above. Coupled with this was high 
humidity and temperatures remaining warm at night. 

How did this temperature affect your usage? Check your 
.usage as compared with last year. Have you added any new 
appliances? Are you using more than last month or a year 
ago? 

Wholesale Power Costs did go up. If your usage was the 
same as last years, your bill is higher. If you reside within 
the City of Bloomington, your bill is higher as they raised 
their Municipal Tax. 

Final call 
If you’re interested in equalizing your electrically heated 

home’s bill please contact Robert Fischbach, Manager of 
Office Services, for full details of the budget billing plan. 

Appliance energy usage 
Have you ever wondered how many kilowatt-hours it 

takes to run certain appliances? Your Cooperative has a 
limited number of meters that can be wired to measure 
what a certain appliance consumes in energy over a period 
of time. If you are interested, and would like more informa¬ 
tion about this service, please contact Jerry Durflinger, 
Manager of Member Services, for full details. 

Crop drying reminder 
If you are planning to install a new crop dryer or 

increase your existing drying facility by upgrading existing 
motor size, don’t forget to check with the Engineering 
Services Department before you buy. 

Many times what you, the member, perceive as a small 
addition can lead to changing out poles, transformer and 
wire to meet your drying requirements. Occasionally it may 

Manager's Corner 
By Jeff Reeves 

I know that all of you have been through a tough time 
with regard to all utility bills over the past 10 years. It was 
in November, 1973 that the Arab oil embargo crises hit the 
nation. As a result of the Arab oil embargo, inflation sky¬ 
rocketed, interest rates took phenomenal jumps, and many 
new laws and regulations were enacted. During the last 10 
years, the Arab oil embargo and the cost of governmental 
regulations are two significant reasons your bill has 
increased. 

require rebuilding a line from single-phase to three-phase. 
An improvement of this nature takes a considerable amount 
of time to engineer and then to construct. 

Proper planning by you can eliminate last-minute 
problems. Our Engineering Services Department is ready to 
assist in any changes in your service, be it crop drying or 
any other type of installation. 

Learn more about Corn Belt 
Corn Belt Electric Cooperative would be happy to meet 

with a group to discuss such topics as: your Cooperative, 
your electric bills and ways in which to use your energy 
more efficiently and effectively. If you reside in a subdivi¬ 
sion, mobile home court, etc. — whether through a home- 
owners association or not — your Cooperative is anxious to 
meet with you. Just call or wirite manager Jeff Reeves 
today for more details. 

Prepare for severe weather 
The weather is always a prime consideration when 

planning any outdoor activity in Illinois during the summer 
months. It’s wise to know the weather forecast for the 
period of time you plan to be outdoors. Whether you’re 
doing farm field work, picnicking, camping, boating, 
cycling, swimming or whatever, don’t let unexpected 
weather conditions spoil your outings or endanger your life. 

Weather conditions can become dangerous with little 
warning, especially in Illinois at this time of year. Fre¬ 
quently changing weather conditions can easily catch you 
by surprise. If getting wet by a sudden rain shower was the 
worst that could happen, we wouldn’t be very concerned. 
But there are life-threatening hazards which occur during 
sudden thunderstorms that everyone should be aware of. 
They include being struck by lightning of the victim of 
tornadoes, high winds and flash floods that often accom¬ 
pany torrential rains. 

Always be weather-wise. Observe the sky frequently. 
You can usually see a thunderstorm developing in advance. 
Don’t let a sudden thunderstorm catch you by surprise. 

At this time, your Cooperative has not yet “turned the 
corner on rates.” Once Clinton Power Station becomes 
fully operational, your rates will increase dramatically. I 
wish I could be more specific, but there are too many 

unknowns to be able to make a bonafide prediction. 
Everything within your Cooperative’s power is being 

done to investigate ways in which the impact can be 
lessened. It is your board of directors position that you 
know what’s behind the increase in the cost of electric bills. 

CORN BELT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC.. BLOOMINGTON. ILLINOIS CORN BELT ELECTRIC 

10d ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS 



Corn Belt Electric News LOCAL 662-5330 
LONG DISTANCE 1-800-322-6541 

00 
CO 

CORN BELT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC., BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 

Differences 
Ever notice when traveling this great country of ours 

that there are price differences in common commodities. 
Purchase a car in California or Florida and see the differ¬ 
ence in “sticker price.” Purchase gasoline in Texas or 
Colorado and notice the difference as compared to central 
Illinois. It’s the same of other goods that we consumers pur¬ 
chase. Some goods cost more and others less. It’s part of 
our social process to be “average.” 

Are we the average weight, height, etc? We all want to be 
average or above or below, depending on its value. The 
same premise holds true for your electric bill. Is my bill 
average? Average compared to what? Are there the same 

number of people in both houses? Same appliances? Same 
heating and cooling patterns? Are the ages of occupants the 
same? The list goes on and on. 

Listed are the 25 most expensive service territories and 
the 25 least expensive service territories. 

No two families are the same. The same holds true for 
the rates that each consumer pays in the different part of 
the country. Please note that these are summer rates for 
1983 and the total bill equals the cost of 500 kilowatt- 
hours per month for the three-month period — June 
through August of 1983. 

Remember all this is data for 1983: 

25 LEAST EXPENSIVE SERVICE TERRITORIES 
500 kwh 

Name of Company City State 
Total 
Bill 

Average 
Cost 

Cents/kwh 

Nation¬ 
wide 
Rank 

Washington Water Power Noxon Montana 30.00 2.00 216 
Washington Water Power Co. Lewiston Idaho 31.32 2.09 215 
Washington Water Power Co. Spokane Washington 44.01 2.93 214 
Pacific Power & Light Co. Kalispell Montana 44.34 2.96 213 
Idaho Power Co. Ontario Oregon 52.08 3.47 212 
Pacific Power & Light Co. Portland Oregon 52.99 3.53 211 
Idaho Power Co. Boise Idaho 53.21 3.55 210 
Citizens Utilities Wallace Idaho 53.43 3.56 209 
Pacific Power & Light Co. Yakima Washington 53.85 3.59 208 
CP National Corporation La Grande Oregon 54.21 3.61 207 
Puget Sound Power & Light Co. Bellevue Washington 55.11 3.67 206 
Portland General Electric Co. Portland Oregon 55.50 3.70 205 
Pacific Power & Light Co. Sandpoint Idaho 57.22 3.81 204 
Nantahala Power & Light Co. Franklin North Carolina 60.49 4.03 203 
Montana Power Co. Billings Montana 63.00 4.20 202 
Cheyenne Light, Fuel & Power Co. Cheyenne Wyoming 68.40 4.56 201 
Pacific Power & Light Co. Yreka California 68.70 4.58 200 
Pacific Power & Light Co. Casper Wyoming 68.76 4.58 199 
Potomac Electric Power Co. Washington, D.C. Dist. of Columbia 72.17 4.81 198 
Kentucky Power Co. Ashland Kentucky 76.75 5.12 197 
Minnesota Power & Light Co. Duluth Minnesota 80.62 5.37 196 
West Penn Power Co. State College Pennsylvania 80.69 5.38 195 
Central Vermont Public Service Co. Rutland Vermont 81.39 5.43 194 
Union Electric Co. Keokuk Iowa 54.56 5.46 193 
Northern States Power Co. La Crosse Wisconsin 81.86 5.46 192 

Notes: Data provided to the NARUC from its member state commissions. Total bill equals the cost of 500 kilowatt- 
hours per month for the three-month period: June 1983 — August 1983. 

(Continued on page 12d) 
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Summer construction 
in high gear 

Construction crews relocate poles and underground wiring 
near Park City South Mobile Home Park. Work has started 
on upgrading Route 51 and cooperative facilities were 
required to be moved. 

Groundman Bob Fisher completing installation of anchors. 

The energized vehicle— 
what to do 

First-year forestryman Ron McGuire trims trees for road 
widening on Springfield Road in the Tremont area. Over¬ 
head lines had to be re-routed, requiring some trees to be 
trimmed and others to be removed. 

If a tractor or piece of equipment hitched to the tractor 
should contact an overhead line, the tractor and the equip¬ 
ment become energized. However, the driver of the tractor 
and any riders are usually safe from electrocution as long as 
they remain on the unit. Rubber tires may partially insulate 
the tractor and equipment from the ground, possibly pre¬ 
venting completion of a good electric circuit. 

Should you find yourself in this situation or witness 
someone else in a similar circumstance, be sure that no 
attempt is made to leave the tractor until help arrives from 
your local cooperative or a qualified rescue squad. Be sure 
to keep other persons from contacting any part of an 
energized tractor or equipment. Avoid touching the tractor 
with any metal or other conductive object. 

If unusual circumstances demand immediate evacuation 
from the tractor, the individual must jump clear of the 
energized unit, making sure no part of the body contacts 
the ground and the unit at the same time. Be especially 
aware of parts of the equipment extending away from the 
main unit. Even a momentary contact, making a circuit to 
ground, can mean a fatal injury. These same precautions 
apply to an energized automobile. 

A dump truck, spreading gravel at a local business, forgot 
about the overhead secondary wire from the pole to build¬ 
ing. Fortunately, no one was injured. Damage was extensive 
as a transformer, wire and other equipment had to be 
replaced. 

Parts of the building, as well as the meter and other asso¬ 
ciated bases, were torn lose from the building. Safety first 
is an item that we must practice everyday. Be safety con¬ 
scious at home, work and play. 
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Mechanic Frank Borth works at the OCR testing machine. The oil circuit 
reclosure is connected to the tester to locate problem areas. Upon satisfactory 
completion, it is placed in stock ready for use on the system. 

Some of the 700 oil circuit rec/osures that are located throughout the coopera¬ 
tive's service area. Substation breakers are inspected and repaired yearly. AH 
other breakers are on a two-year schedule. Note size of breaker, type and month 
and year of last inspection are on each breaker. 

Inside operating mechanism of an oil 
circuit reclosure. AH contact points are 
thoroughly cleaned. OH is replaced due 
to wear and tear. Every moveable item 
is inspected as wed as stationary items. 

Oil circuit reclosures are important 
Oil circuit reclosures (OCR’s) are fuses that are scattered 

throughout the cooperative’s service area to protect the 
lines and substations. When lightning strikes or tree limbs 
fall into the line, the OCR is activated. OCR’s are important 
pieces of equipment that must be maintained in proper 
working order. The OCR’s protect the cooperative’s lines. 
Outage time for all members is reduced when the equip¬ 
ment is functioning as it was intended to. Maintenance, 
whether it be on a car or oil circuit reclosure, is vital if the 
cooperative is to provide you with reliable service. 

This summer your cooperative is now repairing the 
OCR’s as opposed to sending them to an outside contrac¬ 

tor. This will save $20,000 the first year. Other savings will 
be in turn-around time as they are quickly repaired and 
replaced on the system. 

This is just another expense that your cooperative incurs 
in order to provide you with dependable service — rain or 
shine. 

Office closing 
Corn Belt’s office will be closed Monday, Sept. 3, for 
Labor Day. In case of outage, call 1-800-322-6541. 

_ 
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Differences 
(Continued from page 12a) 

25 MOST EXPENSIVE SERVICE TERRITORIES 

Name of Company City State 
Total 
Bill 

500 kwh 

Average 
Cost 

Cents/kwh 

Nation¬ 
wide 
Rank 

Consolidated Edison Co./ NY, Inc. New York City New York 233.12 15.54 1 
Orange & Rockland Utilities, Inc. Middleton New York 206.03 13.74 2 
Rocldand Electric Co. Ramsey (Bergen Co.) New Jersey 200.76 13.38 3 
Nantucket Electric Co. Nantucket Massachusetts 199.44 13.30 4 
Maui Electric Co. Wailuku Hawaii 198.40 13.23 5 
Jersey Central Power & Light Co. Dover Township New Jersey 191.25 12.75 6 
Hawaii Electric Light Co. Hilo Hawaii 188.58 12.57 7 
San Diego Gas & Electric Co. 
CP National Corporation 

San Diego California 188.38 12.56 8 
Lassen California 180.84 12.06 9 

Long Island Lighting Co. Long Beach New York 177.22 11.81 10 
Public Service Electric & Gas Newark (Essex Co.) New Jersey 171.51 11.43 11 
Atlantic City Electric Co. Bridgeton (Cumberland) New Jersey 169.29 11.29 12 
Delmarva Power & Light Co. Wilmington Delaware 165.90 11.06 13 
Central Hudson Gas & Electric Corp. Poughkeepsie New York 163.33 10.89 14 
El Paso Electric Co. El Paso Texas 158.30 10.55 15 
Delmarva Exmore Virginia 157.77 10.52 16 
Western Massachusetts Electric Co. Springfield Massachusetts 157.44 10.50 17 
Cleveland Electric Illuminating Co. Cleveland Ohio 156.27 10.42 18 
Hawaiian Electric Co. Honolulu Hawaii 154.97 10.33 19 
Commonwealth Edison Co. Chicago Illinois 154.92 10.3 3 20 
Citizens Utilities Company Mohave County Arizona 151.41 10.09 21 
United Illuminating Bridgport Connecticut 149.66 9.98 22 
Pub. Serv. Co. of New Hampshire Manchester New Hampshire 148.5 5 9.90 23 
El Paso Electric Co. Las Cruces New Mexico 147.72 9.85 24 
Boston Edison Company Boston Massachusetts 146.37 9.76 25 

As you can see, rates vary widely. Most utility rates will 
have a bounce effect. When a new generating plant comes 
on line the rates increase. They can and will exceed nearby 
utilities’ rates. Rates will then level and when the other 

utility has a new generating facility its rates will rise. No 
utility (the cooperative included) wants its rates to increase. 
The information provided above is to inform you of the 
various rates throughout the country. 

Tips on cutting electricity usage 
1. Set the thermostat at 78 degrees or higher. 
2. Use low-wattage fans to help circulate air indoors. 
3. Have the air conditioner serviced yearly. 
4. Keep the air conditioner filter clean. 
5. Shade the condenser unit when possible, but keep it 

free of leaves, grass clippings and other obstructions. 
6. Keep indoor registers free of dust, furniture and other 

obstructions. 
7. With central air conditioners keep all registers open 

for greatest efficiency. 
8. Control added humidity and intrinsic heat by using 

kitchen and bath vent fans and avoiding use of heat 
and moisture producing appliances during the hottest 
part of the day. 

9. Close doors and windows while air conditioning is on. 
10. Keep heat producing appliances and direct sun away 

from the thermostat. 
11. Insulate and seal all leaks in ductwork in uncondi¬ 

tioned areas. 
12. When replacing or adding an air conditioner choose 

a seasonal energy efficiency ratio of 8 or higher and be 
sure the unit is sized properly for your needs. 

13. Use window treatments such as light-reflecting blinds, 
shades, draperies or awnings to prevent added solar 
heat. 

14. Use landscaping to shade your house from summer sun. 
15. Practice voluntary load management when outdoor 

temperature is 88 degrees or higher by setting the 
thermostat at 78 degrees or higher and shifting launder¬ 
ing, dishwashing, cooking and other hot water use to 
times other than 10 a.m. — 10 p.m. 

16. Do not lower your thermostat to try cooling your 
house quickly. 

17. Do raise your thermostat by about five degrees if 
everyone is away from home during the day. Consider 
a clock thermostat to change the setting automatically. 
Turn the air conditioner off when you are away for 
several days or longer. 

18. Use an attic fan (whole-house fan) on cooler, less 
humid days instead of air conditioning. 
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Questions are asked by members of the Member Advisory 
Committee regarding all aspects of the cooperative. 

Manager Jeff Reeves addresses the committee members, 
seeking opinions on topics concerning electric cooperatives. 

58 attend MAC meeting on July 18 
Fifty-eight people attended the third Member Advisory 

Committee meeting of 1984 on July 18. The meeting was 
held at Bob Johnson’s Brandtville Restaurant and attending 
were members of the committee, the board of directors and 
staff of the cooperative. 

A number of important topics were discussed. 
Budget billing for all members was brought up as a 

potential service that could be utilized by all members. As 
bills increase, it may be the only way some of the members 
can pay their bills. 

Another point brought up was: “Should the cooperative 
ask its members to donate money to help other members 
pay their bills?”. If bills are not paid all members share in 
the uncollectible expense that is part of the current rates. 
Manager Jeff Reeves indicated it would be a good program 
to be involved in, but did not want the cooperative to 
handle the allocation of any funds donated. This could be 
handled by other agencies that are equipped to administer 
such a program. 

A question was: “Are the rates the same for everyone?” 
Everyone implied whether they lived in a new urban sub¬ 
division, a ten-year-old suburban home or a 40-year-old 
rural farm home. The rates are the same for all the above. 
Cost-of-service analyses are completed periodically. Mem¬ 
bers often perceive that new subdivisions should pay a 
higher rate, due to the investment that has to be made to 
provide service as opposed to the member living on the 
same line for 20 years without having to change anything. 
This is not the case. It is true that the investment is high for 
new services, however it is the basic root of the cooperative 
that all costs be shared as equally as possible. 

Time-of-day metering was discussed. Time-of-day has 
many options. Two that were discussed: (1) Have two rates 
a day, and (2) Three rates a day. Price structure was not 
known and would be the main point to consider. Farmers 
with crop drying, milking operation, etc. may not benefit 
from time-of-day metering. Time-of-day metering would 
benefit those who can shift usage from a peak time to an 
off-peak and rates accordingly would be cheaper on off- 
peak. Utilities are now experimenting with time-of-day 
throughout the country as to its feasibility. The primary 
purpose is to decrease or limit the peak demand and post¬ 
pone building a new power plant. 

Corn Belt Electric’s role in Soyland Power Cooperative 
was discussed. Corn Belt Electric, along with 14 other rural 
electric cooperatives throughout central and south central 
Illinois, form Soyland Power Cooperative. Soyland Power 
Cooperative does not generate its own power. It purchases 
it from various utilities throughout Illinois — primarily 
Illinois Power and Central Illinois Public Service. Soyland 
has purchased 10.5 percent of the Clinton Nuclear Plant. 
The cost of this plant has not been placed in your rate base. 
A discussion ensued among the group as to the advantages 
and disadvantages of paying for the nuclear Clinton Power 
Station before it becomes operational. 

The exchange of information and opinions was very 
beneficial for all. All members are aware of rising rates and 
are concerned. Your cooperative is challenged more than 
ever before to continue to provide reliable service at the 
lowest possible cost. To this end we are committed to meet 
your needs. 
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1983 

65,283,950 
KWH Sales 

73,636,884 
KWH Purchased 

1984 

71,484,348 
KWH Sales 

1 1 1 

  
mmm 

77,212,658 
KWH Purchased 

’ 

Usage is up 
A cold winter coupled with a warm spring has resulted in 

increased purchases and sales of kilowatt-hours. Purchases 
for the first six months of 1984 are 4.86 percent ahead of 
last year and sales have increased by 9.50 percent over last 
year. Although only for six months, it is well above the 1-2 
percent increase that had been experienced in the last 
couple of years. The increase can be attributed to weather 
and new members. 

SUMMERTIME IS PEAK CONSTRUCTION 
Construction crews at Maroa substation recently completed 
permanent repairs on a major problem. A visual inspection 
of lines was being conducted and it was discovered that a 
crossarm and insulators needed to be replaced. This was 
done immediately, preventing a storm related outage in the 
future. 

Construction Foreman Rodger McKoen uses a hot stick to 
dose in switches at Maroa substation. The lower switches 
are oil circuit reclosers that are protective devices for the 
equipment in the substation. 

f " “ ' 

Is your house losing energy? 
A FREE energy audit could help. 

For an appointment—Contact the Member Service Department at 1-800-322-6541 

Patterns of heat loss in an uninsulated house 

14b ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS 



BIRDS AND REGULATORS DON'T MIX!!! 
As you can see by the picture, damage was considerable to 

a substation regulator. The reason: a bird caused this prob¬ 

lem by being too dose. An arc occurred and damage was 

quite extensive to this piece of equipment. Birds, snakes, 

owls, squirrels, etc. are just some of the culprits that can 

cause power outages. 

Normal Community students 
top electrical exhibitors 

Eric Lambert and Joe Graff won trophies for Best Elec¬ 

trical Exhibitor and Best Electric Exhibit respectively 

at the 1984 McLean County Fair. 

Eric, son of Mr. and Mrs. Randall Lambert, Carlock, is a 

junior at Normal Community High School, Normal. 

A member of the Ardent Tillers 4-H Club, Eric’s projects 

were volt-ohm meter and squirrel cage blower. 

Joe is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Carl Graff, Jr., of Bloom¬ 

ington. Joe, a member of the Old Town 4-H Club, is a 

junior at Normal Community High School. Joe’s winning 

project was a three-phase motor control circuit. 

Corn Belt Electric congratulates both young men for 

their achievement. 

October bill will be the last 
on Corn Belt's summer rate 

The upcoming October bill will be your final bill for 

1984 on the summer rate. Your area meter reader will read 

your meter either September 18, 19 or 20 to end the sum¬ 

mer rate. Starting with the date your meter was read in 

September, all usage for the coming months will be on the 
“winter-rate.” 

Modern farming requires 

modern farm safety 

Electricity has played a major role in 
the astounding progress of American 
farming . . . helping make Illinois and the 
nation the leading exporters in agricul¬ 
tural commodities. But electric power 
lines present serious potential hazards to 

farmers who don’t exercise care when 
working with tractors, combines, balers, 
augers and other large equipment. 

Watch out for overhead power lines 
when you are driving or towing farm 
equipment. If you have younj; farm hands 
who are responsible enough to operate 
farm equipment, impress upon them 
the importance of carefully surveying a 
work area or travel route to ensure that 
power lines are well out of the reach of 
any equipment. 

Keep in mind other basic safety 
measures as well during harvesting opera¬ 
tions: Check out your equipment before 
you use it. . . . Make sure your helpers are 
familiar with the equipment they use. . . . 
Shut off power before unclogging or 
fixing a machine. . . . Wear appropriate 
protective equipment. 

One careless moment can cause a 
tragic accident. Don’t let tragedy strike 
your farm. Make this a safe harvest. . . 
for you and your neighbors. 

September 1984 
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How To Estimate Energy Gse & Cost 
The wattage of appliances (equipment) and the amount of operating 

time can vary greatly. The following information will show you how to 
determine where the energy dollars are going in your home. 

STEP 1 Since the cost of electricity is determined by the number of kilowatt-hours (KWH) 
used during a billing period, the first step is to determine your average cost per 
kilowatt-hour. 

Avg. KWH Cost = $ amount of electric bill 
KWH used 

EXAMPLE: $72 
1200 KWH 

$.06 per KWH 

STEP 2 Since the wattage of an appliance (equipment) determines the electrical usage per 
hour, the second step is to determine the wattage. 

The wattage of an appliance is found on the serial plate. But it is possible that the 
electrical requirements will be expressed in volts and amperes, rather than watts. If so, 
multiply volts times Amperes to obtain the wattage. 

EXAMPLE OF SERIAL PLATE 

MICROWAVE OVEN 

VOLTS 

WATTS 

MODEL NO. 

SERIAL NO. 

STEP 3 Gse the formula shown in the following examples to estimate usage and cost. 

EXAMPLE A. A light uses 100 watts and is left on 15 hours. How many KWHs are used 
and what does it cost you? 

KWH use = 10° w„a»s x 15 hrs- = 1.5 KWH 
1,000 watts 

Your cost = 1.5 x $.06 = $.09 or 9 cents. 

EXAMPLE B. A microwave oven uses 1,450 watts and you use it for 30 minutes. How 
many KWHs are used and what does it cost you? 

i/tA/Li 1,450 watts x .50 hr. ....... _0 ....... KWH use = ———— = .725 KWH or .73 KWH 
1,000 watts 

Your cost = .73 x $.06 = $.044 or about 41/2 cents. 

EXAMPLE C. A V2 horsepower motor on a ventilation fan operates for 8 hours. How 
many KWHs are used and what does it cost you? 

KWH use = 1 KWH per HP per hour x .5 HP x 8 hours = 4.0 KWH 

Your cost = 4.0 x $.06 = $.24 or 24 cents. 

*Motors in the V2 HP to 10 HP range use approximately 1 KWH per HP per hour. 

STEP 4 

14d 

To find your daily cost for electricity, divide your bill by the number of days in 
the month. 

$72 
EXAMPLE: —— = $2.40 which is your daily cost. 

30 days 

To find the daily cost per person in your family, divide the daily cost by the number 
in your family. 

$2 40 
EXAMPLE: —^— = $.60 per person per day. 
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Regulations!!! 
All of us live by regulations that are intended to protect 

the environment, human life, etc. As citizens, we elect our 
neighbors to represent us in the various divisions of govern¬ 
mental units — from alderman to President. Regulations 
have an impact on the day-to-day operation of your coop¬ 
erative. 

The impact is in various ways, but the most common is 
in your monthly electric bill. An example of regulations is 
the recent law that was passed by the State of Illinois. It 
was Illinois Public Act 83-240 and directs your cooperative 
as well as many other businesses to comply. The following 
letter was sent by certified mail: 
Dear Sir: 

As you probably are aware, the Illinois Toxic Sub¬ 
stances Disclosure Act (Illinois Public Act 83-240) is now 
law. To comply with the new law, we request that your 
company supply Corn Belt Electric Cooperative with a 
Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS) for each toxic chemical 
supplied by your company to Corn Belt Electric Cooper¬ 
ative. A list of those chemicals for which we are requesting 
an MSDS is enclosed. 

In case your company has not received information con¬ 
cerning the new law, the following four responsibilities are 
set out for manufacturers, suppliers and importers supply¬ 
ing toxic chemicals to Illinois companies: 
1. Manufacturers, suppliers, and importers must provide 

Material Safety Data Sheets to the Illinois buyer within 
30 days of buyer’s receipt of a toxic substance(s). 

2. Manufactuers, suppliers, and importers must update 
their Material Safety Data Sheets and inform their 
buyers within three months of their knowledge of new 
and significant information about the health hazards of 
toxic substances. 

3. Manufacturers, suppliers, and importers must label con¬ 

tainers of toxic substances which are sold in Illinois with 
the chemical name(s) and appropriate hazard warning. 
Under certain circumstances, mixtures of toxic sub¬ 

stances may be labeled with the trade name, 
4. Manufacturers, suppliers, and importers must annually 

submit to the Illinois Department of Labor a compila¬ 
tion of all Material Safety Data Sheets they have in their 
possession for substances, compounds, or mixtures 
which are used, produced or stored in Illinois, along with 
an alphabetized list of the same. Manufacturers, sup¬ 
pliers, and importers need not report substances they 

no longer manufacture, produce, use, store or keep 
which they have previously reported. 
If you have any questions concerning Illinois Public Act 

83-240, contact: Illinois Department of Labor 
Alzina Building 
100 North Frist Street 
Springfield, Illinois 62706 
Telephone: (217) 782A102 

We appreciate your prompt attention to this request. 

This letter had to be sent to comply with Illinois Public 
Act 83-240. At this writing, they are still being returned by 

the manufacturers. This letter had to be sent to every 
company that furnishes the coop with chemicals. From oil 
to janitor supplies, this information has to be obtained. 
Once obtained, every container must be individually 
labeled. Then, we must provide an annual training program 
for our employees with respect to every toxic substance to 
which the employees are routinely exposed. Each year we 
must submit to the Illinois Department of Labor an alpha¬ 
betized list of all compounds for which we have acquired a 
Material Safety Data Sheet. We must submit this list even if 
the substance for which we have acquired such a sheet is 
not on the toxic substance lists. 

Finally, we must call our local fire department for emer¬ 
gency planning to make firefighters aware of the toxic sub¬ 
stance hazards and the layout of our workplace. 

The cooperative is required to comply with the law. 
Somewhere in your monthly rate, you, the member, will be 
required to pay for the implementation of this law. 

We are not taking a position that it is necessary or not. 

Rather, we are informing you that various local, state and 
federal regulations impact your monthly electric bill that 
your cooperative has no control over. 
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United Way and CBEC — 
It works for all of us 

Each month you receive a bill from your cooperative 
for your past usage of electricity. The bill is processed by 
another cooperative — Central Area Data Processing, 
located at St. Charles, Mo., near St. Louis. The bills are sent 
by bus each month to Bloomington. We sort them into zip 
code groups. If you receive more than three bills, they are 
stapled together. Once this has been accomplished, they are 
ready to be mailed to the member/consumer. 

The bills, with the monthly edition of the “Corn Belt 
News,” and envelopes are taken to Occupational Develop¬ 
ment Center (ODC), one of the 25 United Way agencies 
that serve McLean County. Corn Belt Electric Cooperative 
contracts the services of ODC to stuff and mail the bills to 
our members. 

The Occupational Development Center is a vocational 
rehabilitation agency which provides vocational evaluation 
and training, job placement and sheltered employment for 
handicapped and disabled persons. 

We apologize for any past mistakes that may have 
occurred during the stuffing operation. Approximately 
10,000 bills are sent each month and, occasionally, you 
may receive someone else’s bill with yours. If this occurs 
please notify us immediately in order that we may send a 
billing to the other member. 

Your cooperative is proud to help support in a small way 
one of the 25 United Way agencies that serve McLean 
County. 

We must have access 
to all our equipment 

In the process of beautifying their homes and lawns, 
some members may forget that your cooperative must have 
access to equipment located on the member’s premises. 
This equipment includes meters, underground cable and 
transformers (both overhead and pad-mount). 

Situations such as these are encountered: 
• the resident has erected a fence with a locked gate, or 

(Continued on page 14d) 
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Is your house losing energy? 
A FREE energy audit could help. 

For an appointment—Contact the Member Service Department at 1-800-322-6541 

Patterns of heat loss in an uninsulated house 

CORN BELT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC.. BLOOMINGTON. ILLINOIS CORN BELT ELECTRIC C00PE1 
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Insulation important consideration 
in keeping bills in moderation 

Adequate insulation is the most important consideration 
in conserving heating and cooling energy in the home. Such 
insulation will also contribute greatly to our comfort during 
both summer and winter. Insulation will reduce the leakage 
of heat into or out of our homes. 

Heating or cooling a house is like pumping air into a 
porous tire. With a fast leak you must pump continuously 
and vigorously. Similarly, insufficient insulation will cause 
your heating and cooling systems to work harder. With a 
slow leak in the tire, you are not required to pump so hard 
and can even stop and rest periodically. Sufficient insula¬ 
tion will allow your cooling and heating systems to slow 
down and rest. 

The greatest loss or gain of heat in most homes is 
through the roof. This is also the easiest area in which to 
install adequate insulation. Almost every home can hardly 
afford to have less than six inches (15 centimeters) of good 
insulation in the attic. Insulation in exterior sidewalls and 
in floors over unheated areas is also highly desirable. The 
greatest loss through a concrete slab floor is from its edges. 
Insulation should be placed around the entire perimeter of 
the slab. 

The effectiveness of insulation is indicated by its R- 
value. The R-value indicates the insulation’s resistance to 
the passage of heat. The higher the R-value, the greater the 
resistance. R-30 is recommended for attic floors and R-20 
is recommended for exterior walls and floors over unheated 
areas. 

Consult a qualified contractor if you are not sure about 
installation. Care is required since moisture problems can be 
created if insulation is not properly installed. Remember, 
uninsulated houses leak up to twice as much heat as those 
properly insulated. Adequate insulation can therefore 
return substantial savings. 

Even with mild winters where the outside temperature 
averages 24 degrees F. (7.2 degrees C), your insulation 
investment can be returned within two years and thereafter 
give you an annual savings. 

A cold draft coming from a window or door can indicate 
air leakage in and out of the house. To eliminate as much as 
30 percent of your heat losses, install weatherstripping at 
movable joints and caulk around leaking frames. Don’t 
forget the attic door! 

A 1/8-inch (0.3 cm) crack around a standard exterior 
door loses heat through 29 square inches (187 sq cm) — 
believe it or not, this small leak can cost you over $14 each 
year. 

Air leakage from heated areas into the attic is especially 
important: 

a) Energy loss and cost — Since warm air rises, any open¬ 
ing to the attic can cause a significant heat loss. A typical 
home may easily have 30 square inches (194 sq cm) of 
leakage to the attic through doors and other penetrations. 
This leakage can raise your winter heating cost as much as 
10 percent. 

b) Moisture — Heated air carries moisture to the attic 
where it can condense and cause wetting of insulation and 
building materials. In our typical house with 30 square 
inches (194 sq cm) of leakage, over a gallon (3.8 liters) of 
moisture can flow into the attic each day, assuming the 
relative humidity is maintained at 30 percent. 

Look for leakage around loosely fitting attic stair doors, 
pull-down stairs, electric light penetrations, ceiling fan 
penetrations, vents, pipes, and air ducts. If your basement is 
heated, close off upper wall construction that is open to the 
attic. 

If your house uses a combustion type furnace, check to 
assure adequate fresh (outside) air supply direct to the com¬ 
bustion chamber so it won’t suck air in through windows. 

Percent Fuel 
Insulation Savings 
3 inches (7.6 cm) attic floor 26% 
2 inches (5 cm) exterior wall 8% 
2 inches (5 cm) under lower floor 12% 
Additional 1 inch (2.5 cm) attic floor 

and exterior wall 3% 
Additional 3 inches (7.6 cm) in attic 2% 

51% 

Winter bill worries? 
Any members who anticipate having difficulty paying 

their winter bills should contact our office before the bills 
are due. Your cooperative understands that unexpected 
problems sometimes occur. We want to assist you; just let 
us know in advance. 

NC.. BLOOMINGTON. ILLINOIS CORN BELT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC.. BLOOMINGTON ILLINOIS 
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Illinois Power Company metering device that malfunc¬ 
tioned. Repairs have since been made to this equipment. 
This is located just north of Interstate 72 near Cisco. 

Equipment caused outage 

On Saturday, Sept. 8, from about 4:25 p.m. until 11:32 
p.m., power was lost to over 600 members. The Deland and 
Fullerton substations were without power due to an Illinois 
Power metering malfunction that occurred on the 69,000- 
volt transmission line that serves these substations. 

(Continued from page 14b) 

no gate, and the meter is inside the fence. 
• the homeowner has added a garage and has enclosed 
the meter in the garage. 
• a bush planted in front of the meter has grown so 
large that the meter can no longer be read easily. 
• a patio or carport has been laid over the underground 
cable. 
• a pad-mount transformer has been enclosed with flowers 
and a decorative fence. 
• the area around an electric pole has been landscaped 
so that there is no way to climb the pole without damaging 
the plants. 

In those situations where the meter reader cannot reach 
the meter, rules for continued service permit the coopera¬ 
tive to require the member to take appropriate action 
necessary for the cooperative to have access to the meter. 

In other cases, such as where a patio has been laid over 
the underground cable, a problem with the cable could 
require breaking up the patio to make the necessary repairs. 
Likewise, expensive shrubbery may have to be removed to 
service or repair a pad-mount transformer that has been 
landscaped. 

Before you begin any landscaping near the cooperative’s 
equipment, remember that the equipment must be acces¬ 

sible now and in the future. That small evergreen may 
someday become a big tree and shouldn’t be planted near 
your electric meter. 

If you’re planning to add a permanent structure that 
might involve your underground service, please call the 
cooperative office before you start construction. Some¬ 
one will come out and advise you as to what can be done to 
avoid problems later. And if you must add a fence with a 
locked gate, be prepared to furnish your cooperative with 
a key or to make other arrangements to access if any of 
your cooperative’s equipment will be inside your fence. 

Holiday closing 

Corn Belt Electric Cooperative’s holiday schedule for 
November is as follows: 

The office will be closed Thursday, Nov. 22, for Thanks¬ 
giving, and Friday, Nov. 23. In case of power outage call 
1-800-322-6541. 

Happy Thanksgiving to all of our members and 
employees. 

CORN BELT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC., BLOOMINGTON. ILLINOIS CORN BELT ELECTRIC 

14d ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS 



Corn Belt Electric News LOCAL 662-5330 

LONG DISTANCE 1-800-322-6541 

oo n 

CORN BELT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC., BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 

Corn Belt's G&T reaches power agreement 
Soyland Power Cooperative, Inc., Western Illinois Power 

Cooperative, Inc. and Illinois Power Company have 
announced agreement in contract negotiations to meet 
common long-range electrical energy objectives. 

The agreement finalizes plans spelled out in a letter of 
intent among the companies signed March 28, 1984. 
Negotiations on details of the contracts have been under¬ 
way since that time. 

The contracts were signed Oct. 5 and will become effec¬ 
tive January 1, 1985, after approval by federal and state 
regulatory agencies. 

As announced in March, the agreement will allow the 
two generation and transmission cooperatives to purchase 
the output of 400 megawatts of electrical capacity from 
Illinois Power Company’s fossil-fueled generating plants. 
This will be in addition to capacity which the two coopera¬ 
tives will receive as part owners of the Clinton Power 
Station. 

The new agreement limits the cooperatives’ investment 
in the Clinton Unit 1 to $450 million of the direct costs of 
placing this unit into commercial operation. 

The agreement also provides for joint operation of the 
systems and will provide the cooperatives the right to 
receive transmission and subtransmission service from 
Illinois Power Company systems to deliver the electricity to 
their member-consumers. 

Representatives of the three companies said the agree¬ 
ment allows the cooperatives to meet the bulk power 
requirements of their 150,000 customers beyond comple¬ 
tion of the Clinton plant. It gives the cooperatives a broad 
generation mix which will lend stability to their wholesale 
power costs and it also will help stabilize the cost of provid¬ 
ing electric service to the customers of Illinois Power Com¬ 
pany. 

The long-term commitment of a power supply from 
Illinois Power Company provides the cooperatives with the 
most cost effective way to meet the future needs of their 
customers. Illinois Power Company customers benefit 
because Soyland and WIPCO members will share the cost of 
generating capacity and use the energy available from the 
capacity. 

77?/s transformer at the Lexington substation is being 
readied for service. Originally built in 1939, this substation 
has had modifications to meet today's standards. This trans¬ 
former is used and replaces one that failed. It is scheduled 
to be in service by Dec. 7. 

Workman spreading gravel in Lexington substation. New 
concrete, ground wire and other electrical apparatus were 
installed. Rebuilding leads to better system reliability to 
meet your ever-increasing needs. 

Mark your calendar 
1985 Annual Meeting of Members 

Bloomington High School 
Bloomington, Illinois 

Saturday, March 30, 1985 
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It's not too late 
to cut energy usage 

Your Cooperative reminds you there are various ways in 
which all of us can control the energy we use., Here are 
some suggestions for your use: 
• Closed drapes, blinds, and shades over large glass areas 
on the shady side of the house and at night can reduce heat 
lost through windows during the winter by up to 16 per¬ 
cent. This will also improve the comfort of people sitting 
near the window. Closing the drapes is especially helpful in 
homes without storm windows. 
• On sunny winter days open drapes, blinds and shades on 
the sunny side of the house to let the sun warm the house 
naturally. On sunny summer days light colored drapes, 
blinds and shades should be closed on the sunny side of the 
house to reduce the cooling loads. (Remember that dark 
colors absorb heat.) Draperies should be insulated or lined. 
• Shut heating and air conditioning off in unused rooms if 
possible. (Keep closet doors closed.) Do not block heating 
or cooling outlets with obstacles such as furniture, drapes 
or pictures. 

• Fireplace dampers should be closed when not in use to 
prevent heated or cooled air from escaping up the chimney. 
Install fireplace doors to prevent heat loss. Avoid unneces¬ 
sary loss of energy to the outside by not opening outside 
doors and windows more than necessary. Properly size your 
cooling and heating systems. The smallest adequate systems 
are usually most economical. 
• When free-standing radiators are located near exterior 
walls aluminum foil can be placed behind the radiator to 
reflect into the room heat which would otherwise escape 
through the wall. Limit the use of portable electric heaters 
to heating small areas only. Also be sure they are thermo¬ 
statically controlled. 
• High humidity helps our bodies hold heat. Dry air 
absorbs moisture from the skin at a rapid rate and produces 
a chilling effect which can only be offset by increasing air 
temperature. Thus a properly humidified home is as com¬ 
fortable at 68 degrees F. (20 degrees C) as a dry one at 75 
degrees F. (23.9 degrees C). In the winter a humidifier may 
be a wise investment, allowing us to lower the house tem¬ 
perature and save energy. A pan of water strategically 
located near a heating outlet will help moisturize the air if a 
humidifier is not available. House plants also help increase 
humidity by giving off moisture. 

Learning never stops 

Demonstrations are conducted in the field under conditions 
that can occur. Your Cooperative sent linemen to be 
trained in underground, transmission line and distribution 
lines. Staying abreast of current technology assists in pro¬ 
viding you with reliable service. 

Holiday schedule 
Corn Belt Electric Cooperative’s holiday schedule for 

November is as follows: 
The office will be closed Thursday, Nov. 22, for Thanks¬ 

giving and Friday, Nov. 23. In case of power outage, call 
1-800-322-6541. 

Instructor Larry Fortier demonstrates the use of under¬ 
ground wire locating equipment at the recent Hotline 
School conducted in Springfield. Utility personnel through¬ 
out the state attended to learn new techniques and view the 
latest equipment. Happy Thanksgiving to all our members and employees. 
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SAFETY FIRST!! 
We all have heard the above phrase many times. It is an 

important part of any job we perform. Furthermore, it 
doesn’t matter whether it’s at home, in the field or at our 
place of employment. Thinking safety and performing 
safety are essential to our well-being. Another aspect is 
making sure that the equipment we use is operating as it 
was designed to. 

Your Cooperative is responsible for the safety of its 
employess and equipment. One way in which equipment 

Mark Lange works at the controls of testing equipment of 
Delta Testing Service, Louisville, Ky. Various tests are con¬ 
ducted using this equipment to determine if booms and 
trucks are safe to operate. 

One of the two tree trucks is wired to test for problems. 
Each truck's boom is raised to extend the various stages of 
the boom to assist in the testing process. 

plays an important part is in the nature of the service that is 
provided. Electricity can be a one-time accident if we are 
not careful. 

The equipment our employees use is tested yearly by 
Delta Testing Service. This service checks for dielectric 
breakdown of the insulated boom. If the level is too great, 
it will pass electricity through the boom when it is in close 
proximity to any primary line. 

The testing service spent approximately a week inspect¬ 
ing 15 vehicles. All passed the dielectric test. Furthermore, 
this inspection includes welds, nuts and bolts, truck springs, 
etc. that may cause a problem in the use of the vehicle. 
Repairs are then made to insure that all vehicles are in 
safest operating condition. 

This testing is in compliance with the Occupational 
Safety & Health Act (OSHA) that requires insulated aerial 
devices (bucket trucks and digger derricks) must be 
inspected and tested annually in accordance and compli¬ 
ance with ANSI (American National Standard) Code 
A92-2-1979. It is another regulation that your Cooperative 
is required to comply with in order to provide you service. 

Let us try to remember that in our everyday life — 
whether driving, playing or working — safety first. 

Electricity consumption 
is a buyer's decision 

When you plug in an electric appliance or flip a light 
switch, you are making a buyer’s decision to purchase elec¬ 
tricity. You may not be as conscious of your purchase as 
you would be if you were at a store, but, just the same, 
you’re buying a commodity. And when your bill arrives and 
you see that you bought more than you intended, it’s too 
late to do anything about it. 

Part of the problem with higher-than-expected usage is 
that clean, efficient electricity is so convenient to use. It’s 
become such a major part of modern life that we tend to 
forget the costs attached to the bundle of wonderful ser¬ 
vices that electricity provides. And that may cause you to 
use more electricity than is really needed. 

The first step toward efficient energy use is to be aware 
of your usage habits. Every time you flip a light switch or 
plug in an appliance, ask yourself, ‘Ts this the best buy for 
my energy dollar?” If electricity is helping you save hours 
of tedious labor, the answer is yes. If electricity is operating 
a television and lamp in an empty room, you’re throwing 
money away. 
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Winter construction 

(1)A new three-phase line is under construction west of the 
Hopedaie substation. This two mites of line will provide 

another source of power to the Venado Lakes and Hills of 

Argyll subdivision and members to the west. (2) This is 

where the three-phase underground failed in early October. 

A 17-hour outage occurred when all three-phases failed 

where it runs through a pasture. This 1 % miles of line has 

failed twice this year. 

(3) Wapella substation will be completely rebuilt. It will be 

moved approximately one mile south and to the east near 

the railroad track to make way for new U.S. 51. Construc¬ 

tion has started and weather will play an important part in 

the completion of this project. It is anticipated to be com¬ 

pleted by spring. 

(4) Three-quarters of a mile of existing three-phase line that 

runs from Danvers substation north will be rebuilt for a 

double-circuit, three-phase line north to the corner. One 

circuit will continue north. The other circuit will go east 

and serve the existing members. (5) This 4V2 miles of three- 

phase is to be rebuilt. Originally built in 1939, it has 

provided over 45 years of service. Heavy wire is being used 

to better serve this area. 

We apologize for any inconvenience that these projects 

may cause by construction outages. You will be notified if 
they affect many members and a great length of time. 

Thank you for your patience. 

Working outside of the home: 
use an ounce of prevention 

When working outside, don’t use electric tools in the 

rain or on wet surfaces. Using an electric lawn mower on 

wet grass is dangerous. 

Use fixtures that are weatherproof and designed for out¬ 

door use. 

Use electric hand tools that have a ground or are double- 

insulated. 

When putting up an antenna, locate it where it cannot 

touch or fall on power lines. 

Outdoor wiring should have its own circuit breaker or 

fuse, and be designed to keep out moisture. Aground fault 

circuit interrupter is required on all new installations. 

Cords should be kept out of water and hung only over 

wooden pegs, never metals ones. 
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Nominating committee appointed 
The board of directors of Corn Belt Electric Cooperative 

Inc., at its regular board meeting on October 23, 1984, 
appointed the following members to serve on the nominat¬ 
ing committee: Don Rutherford, Route 1, Towanda; 
Jeffrey Power, Route 2, Saybrook; Duane Johnson, Route 

1, LeRoy; Melvin Schuler, Route 1, Lexington; Robert E. 
Hopkins, Jr., Route 1, Minier; Gregory Otto, Route 1, 

Plan ahead 

1985 Annual Meeting 

March 30 

Bloomington 
High School 

Danvers; Daniel Toohill, Route 1, Wapella; Paul Malone, 
Maroa. William Dehority, Route 1, El Paso; Ralph Steiger, 
Route 2, Delavan;and Rae Payne, Route 1, Towanda. 

This committee will meet at 11 a.m. on Wednesday, Jan. 
9, 1985, at the office of Corn Belt Electric, 1502 Morrissey 
Drive, Bloomington, to select nominees for election at the 
1985 Annual Meeting. 

Call CB before digging 
Caution: Corn Belt Electric is NOT a member of 

J.U.L.I.E. Call the office before you dig — Monday through 
Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Loss of life can occur when an 
underground line is severed, not to mention the resulting 
power outage. 

To have a Corn Belt Electric underground cable located, 
please call at least 24 hours before you anticipate digging. 
Please help us to help you! 

Corn Belt holiday schedule 
The office will be closed Monday, Dec. 24, and Tuesday, 

Dec. 25. It will also be closed Monday, Dec. 31 and 
Tuesday, Jan. 1. In case of an outage, please call 
1-800-322-6541. 
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Member Advisory 
Committee meeting 

Fifty-seven people attended the fourth Member Advi¬ 
sory Committee meeting of 1984 on October 16. The meet¬ 
ing was held at Bob Johnson’s Brandtville Restaurant. 
Attending were members of the committee, the board of 
directors and staff members of the cooperative. 

Manager Jeff Reeves answered a number of questions 
on: 
(1) Power Outages; Check all breakers inside the house and 

out on the meter pole; Check with neighbors if they are 
also without power; Call the cooperative, using the toll- 
free number. On weekends and holidays the toll-free 
number is manned by a staff member. This system is 
sometimes frustrating to the membership when a major 
substation outage occurs and between 300 and 800 
members are attempting to contact the coop and receive 
a busy signal. On outages of this magnitude five incom¬ 
ing phone lines are utilized for your convenience. 

(2) Possibility of improving response time in the southern 
end of our service area: 

The cooperative will be looking into reducing travel time 
to the area south of Clinton in restoring power. The 
board of directors will be reviewing proposals and a 
decision is not anticipated until mid 1985. 

(3) Equipment and the problems that the coop have 
encountered in a certain type of insulator: 

The problem is that there was a manufacturing flaw that 
is causing insulators to fail. This, in turn, causes pole 
tops to bum and results in outages. A visual inspection 
of these insulators shows no problems. Of the 465 esti¬ 
mated on our system 100-150 have had to be replaced. 
This has been very expensive and the cooperatives are 

studying the possibility of bringing suit against the 
manufacturer. 
(4) Nuclear power and Clinton Power Station: 

Corn Belt Electric’s role as a member of Soyland Power 
Cooperative, which is made up of 15 cooperatives and is 
a part owner of the Clinton plant, was reviewed. The 
projected costs of this plant and the impact this will 
have on the rates was addressed. Members were con¬ 
cerned that some segment of the cooperative will have a 
difficult time paying for electricity. People on fixed 
income, disability and unemployment will require spe¬ 
cial assistance if they are to continue using electricity. 
The next tentatively scheduled Member Advisory Com¬ 

mittee meeting is planned for Tuesday, Jan. 8, 1985. Your 
cooperative is constantly working to solve the tough prob¬ 
lems they face today. 

Lee Thomas, Manager of Operations, holds a faulty insula¬ 
tor that has caused numerous outages. Over 100 of these 
have had to be replaced. 

Gene Dressier (left) former president of the board of 
directors discussing a co-op policy with Manager of Office 
Services Robert Fischbach at the Member Advisory Com¬ 
mittee Meeting. 

At the podium, Manager J. D. Reeves and Manager of Mem¬ 
ber Services Jerry DurfUnger discuss the cooperative's out¬ 
age procedures at the Member Advisory Committee Meet¬ 
ing. 
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Manager of Member Services Jerry 
Du rfUnger discusses various topics 
with area meter readers. 

Your neighbor-member-owner area meter readers assembled to discuss meter 
reading problems. Other concerns of the cooperative were also discussed. 

Meter reader procedures discussed 
Sixty-six attended an Area Meter Reader Meeting on 

Thursday, Nov. 8 at Bob Johnson’s Brandtville Restaurant. 
Attending were members of the board of directors, staff 
and most of the 47 meter readers. 

Jerry Durflinger, Manager of Member Services, is respon¬ 
sible for the meter reading program. He discussed old and 
new procedures that all meter readers practice. It has been 
two years since the last educational and informational 
meeting had been held. It is essential that all our meter 
readers are consistent with the task they perform each 

month. 
Your cooperative is extremely pleased with the quality 

personnel — your member-owner neighbors that read 
meters each month. This program’s benefits are countless. 
We appreciate your cooperation that you have given the 
meter readers. Through this cooperative effort many goals 
have been achieved at a minimum of cost. This is consistent 
with the overall goal of this cooperative — to be able to 
provide the most reliable service possible within the finan¬ 
cial framework that exists. 

We're 

to help! 
High winter heating costs can be a terrible burden to a 

family trying to live on a budget already stretched to the 
limit by rising prices for other essential items such as 
housing and food. 

If your family is struggling to make ends meet, don’t put 
off paying your monthly electric bill past the deadline. 
Contact us ahead of time to review the federal and state 
programs that may be available to help low-income families 
and senior citizens through the high-cost heating months. 
We’ll be glad to put you in touch with the proper agency to 
determine if you qualify for assistance. 

After all, as a cooperative, we’re owned by those we 
serve. 

Organizations you may contact are: 
1. Tri-County Regional Planning Commission 

(serves Peoria, Woodford and Tazewell County) 
P.O. Box 2200 
East Peoria, II. 61611 
Phone: (309) 694-4391 

2. Central Illinois Economic Development Corp. 
(serves DeWitt, Logan and Piatt County) 
P.O. Box 846 
Lincoln, II. 62656 
Phone: (217) 732-2159 

3. Decatur-Macon County Opportunities Corp. 
(serves Macon County) 
1122 E. Marietta 
Decatur, II. 62521 
Phone: (217)428-2193 

4. Mid Central Economic Opportunity Corp. 
(serves Livingston & McLean County) 
1100 W. Market St. 
Bloomington, II. 61701 
Phone: (309) 829-0691 
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Two areas to get 
'heavied up' lines 

System improvements that are tentatively scheduled for 

late winter or early spring. The existing two-phase will be 

completely replaced by a heavier three-phase line. It is 

intended to reduce outage time and increase system reli¬ 

ability in the Hartsburg-Emden area. Future plans call for 

new three-phase line to replace a major single-phase line. 

Projected cost for this project is $60,000. 

This 1.2 miles of single-phase line located on Route 150 

Southeast of "Shamrock" is scheduled for new three-phase 

line. Extensive right-of-way clearing of numerous trees is 

to be accomplished for this new line. Approximately 80 

services will benefit as there exists an overload problem on 

this line. Projected cost for this project is $35,000. 

\ 

The new Wapella substation is located one mile south of 

existing site on U.S. 51 just west of the railroad tracks. 

New U.S. 51 road will go through site of existing substa¬ 

tion. The State of Illinois is reimbursing the cooperative. 

SIMOWMOBILERS 
Be Alert for Hidden Dangers Snowmobiling 

is gaining in popularity 
as a winter sport. The winter 
snow cover offers thousands of Illinoisans 
the chance to use snowmobiles for fun and transportation. 

But winter's snow cover can conceal dangers for snowmobilers. 
More than half of the serious snowmobile injuries involve collisions with automobiles, 

other snowmobiles, trains, and fixed objects such as trees, fences, utility poles and guy wires. 
Be especially alert for the dangers of guy wires or other supports for utility poles. They 

can be difficult to see against a background of bright snow or during dawn or dusk hours. 
Watch for downed power lines, too. Your snowmobile could be wrecked if it runs across a 
downed line, and you could be seriously burned or even killed if the line is energized. 

And, if you do see a downed power line, mark the location. Then notify local authorities 
or the electric supplier in the area. 

Corn Belt Electric Cooperative Inc. Urges you to use extreme caution as you snow¬ 
mobile. Drive defensively to keep your snowmobiling fun and safe. 
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