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1983 
'Youth to Washington’ Tour 

Attention Juniors! 

YOU CAN WIN 
an expense-paid trip to Washington, D.C. 

June 10-17, 1983 
or 

THE CONSOLATION PRIZE 
of a free one-day trip to tour the sites of Springfield 

The SIEC Board of Directors voted 
to continue the “Youth-to-Washing- 
ton” program in 1983. One boy and 
one girl will win a week-long (June 
10-17), expense-paid trip to Washing¬ 
ton, D.C. In addition, six boys and six 
girls will win one-day, expense-paid 
trips to Springfield, as awards for hav¬ 
ing been chosen as runners-up in the 
essay competition. 

GRAND PRIZES 
Winners of the Washington tour will 

join approximately 50 other Illinois 
winners in Springfield on June 10 to 
board air-conditioned buses for Wash¬ 
ington, D.C. 

This tour includes a scenic bus ride 

across mid-America with stops at vari¬ 
ous points of interest, including 
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. In Washing¬ 
ton, the program will include guided 
tours of the U.S. Capitol Building, 
Library of Congress, Bureau of Engrav¬ 
ing and Printing, Arlington National 
Cemetery, Lincoln’s Memorial, Wax 
Museum and other points of interest. 

A well-planned, chaperoned tour 
will enable youth tour winners to see 
the nation’s capital far better than the 
average tourist. They will also have a 
chance to talk with Illinois Congress¬ 
men during the tour. 

ILLINOIS YOUTH DAY 
Winners of the Springfield trip will 

join about 100 other Illinois students 
in Springfield on April 19 for “Illinois 
Rural Electric Youth Day” activities. 
This day includes guided tours of the 
Illinois State Capitol Building, Lincoln 
shrines and other points of interest. 

WHO MAY ENTER 
Any high school junior who attends 

classes at Anna-Jonesboro, Massac 
County, Century, Cobden, Dongola, 
Egyptian, Goreville, Joppa, Meridian, 
Shawnee or Vienna is encouraged to 
submit an entry. The cooperative will 
furnish contest details to school super¬ 
intendents and English departments 
this month. Research materials will be 
furnished upon request. 
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Students from Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative who toured Washington, D.C., in June 1982 are, from left. Dawn 
Honey, Deanna Kraatz, Rhonna Med/in, Kathy Miller, Donna Palmer, James Reagan, Stacey Shumaker, Billy Ulrich and 
Denise Willis. 

Notes from 
tour director 

Surprising as it may seem, it is time 
to begin preparations for the 1983 
“Youth to Washington” Tour. As I 
leafed through the records of last 
year’s excitement, I have stirred the 
memories of essays, teachers, parents, 
banquets, bus trips, sightseeing, laugh¬ 
ter, jokes and feelings shared with 
youth who will be adults in only a few 
months. Meeting these young people 
as they go about their present endeav¬ 

ors, one hears, “Could I fake it as a 
junior and go again this year?” “I’m 
ready to go, when does the bus leave?” 
And always, on our return home from 
the essay trips, the kids would wish 
the journey could be prolonged, “This 
is one bus trip I wish would last 
longer.” 

Last year, we introduced the essay 
contest to high school juniors at eight 
high schools in our region. We received 
entries from 28 boys and 41 girls. 
These essays are judged by responsible 
professional people without regard to 

name, sex or school. As one of the 
judges commented in a letter to this 
office, “Thanks to the coop for this 
opportunity to help young men and 
women develop communication skills 
and cooperative knowledge. I think its 
a wonderful opportunity the coop has 
created for its young members.” 

Each year, an essay topic is chosen 
designed to provide our concerned 
youth the necessary insight regarding 
problems that face their’s and future 
generations. 

C. L. Duty 

Social Security bulletin 
By R. R. Drone 
District Manager 

Effective January 1, there was an 
increase in the amount of money a 
Social Security recipient can earn and 
still get benefits, increases in the 
amount of earnings subject to Social 
Security tax and an increase in the 
amount of earnings used to determine 
whether a person is insured for 
monthly benefits. 

Increases in the earnings base (the 
maximum earnings subject to Social 
Security tax) and other program 
amounts are determined under auto¬ 
matic adjustment provisions in the 
law. These provisions specify formulas 
that automatically keep the base and 
other program amounts up to date as 
average wage levels increase nationally. 

The maximum amount of earnings 
that a beneficiary aged 65 to 69 may 
earn in 1983 without losing any Social 
Security benefits will increase from 
$6,000 to $6,600. The exempt 
amount for beneficiaries under age 65 
who are not receiving payments 
because of disability will increase from 

$4,440 in 1982 to $4,920 in 1983. 
Recipients earning more than the 
allowable amount lose $1 from their 
annual Social Security for each $2 of 
earnings in excess of the exempt 
amount. Also, beginning in 1983, 
beneficiaries 70 or over may earn any 
amount without losing benefits, start¬ 
ing with the month in which they are 
70. 

Prior to 1983 beneficiaries had to 
be 72 or over before they could have 
unlimited earnings without losing any 
benefits. 

The amount of earnings required 
for a quarter of coverage will increase 
to $370, up from $340 this year. A 
worker will receive one quarter of 
coverage for $370 of annual earnings 
during 1983. Workers earning $1,480 
or more will earn the maximum of 
four quarters. 

The maximum amount of earnings 
that are taxable will increase from 
$32,400 to $35,700. As a result of 
these changes, the maximum Social 
Security tax on wages will rise by 
$221.10 to $2,391.90. For self¬ 

employed persons, the maximum 
Social Security tax will be $3,3 37.95 
in 1983 based on the new earnings 
base of $35,700, an increase of 
$308.55 over this year. Workers who 
earn less than $32,400 are not^ffected 
by the higher earnings base, since the 
tax rate remains unchanged. 

What is a member? 
A “MEMBER” is the most important 

person in our business. 
A “MEMBER” is not dependent on us; 

we are dependent on him. 
A “MEMBER” is not an interruption 

in our work; he is the purpose of it. 
A “MEMBER” is part of our business; 

not an outsider. 
A “MEMBER” does us a favor when 

he calls. 
A “MEMBER” is not a cold statistic; 

he is a human being with feelings. 
A “MEMBER” is not someone to 

argue or match wits with. 
A “MEMBER” is deserving of the 

most courteous and attentive treat¬ 
ment. 

A “MEMBER” is the lifeblood of this, 
and every electric cooperative. 
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Catch-22 
It might be called energy conserva¬ 

tion’s “Catch-22.” 
The label may be unfamiliar, but 

many consumers in Illinois and 
across the country are becoming well 
acquainted with this principle — or 
soon will be. 

It takes the form of a nasty little 
string attached to conservation’s noble 
cause. It works like this: 

You find yourself squeezed by the 
rising cost of living and make up your 
mind to do something about it. 
There’s nothing you can do about the 
fixed costs you face, so you zero-in on 
some costs you can reduce, particu¬ 
larly energy expenses. You weatherize 
your home, turn down the thermostat, 
leave rooms unheated, put in a stove 
or energy-efficient fireplace system to 
use firewood you’ve cut yourself — all 
in the interest of saving energy and 
money. 

Pretty soon, you begin to see some 
results — your efforts have paid off in 
lower fuel and electric bills. But, many 
of your neighbors and friends are 
doing the same and they, too, are 
using less energy. 

That’s when conservation’s “Catch- 
22” rears its ugly head. 

With all this conservation going on, 
your electric supplier — private utility, 
municipal system or electric coopera¬ 
tive — soon finds itself in a financial 
bind. Fewer kilowatt hours of electri¬ 
city are being sold and revenues are 
declining while inflation is raising the 
cost of doing business. 

The supplier can’t do anything 
about its fixed costs, either — and 
there are limits to the operating econ¬ 
omies that can be taken. 

As a result, the supplier has no 
choice but to increase revenues by rais¬ 
ing the price of each kilowatt of elec¬ 

tricity. 
This means that you and your 

neighbors will soon find that your con¬ 
servation efforts have brought higher 
electric rates and little or no overall 
savings in dollars. 

All your “best-laid plans” have 
come to naught, right? Not entirely. 

Perhaps you haven’t achieved your 
original goal of reducing your energy 
expenses, but look at what you have 
achieved: 

Appliance use cost 
The following information on monthly appliance costs is based on an average 

kilowatt-hour charge of 6V2 cents. This is the approximate average for our area 
for the past two years. 

Keep in mind that the averages cited below vary substantially in relation to 
actual costs and the demand your individual family puts on your service. 

Appliance 

Avg. 
Monthly 

use in kWh Cost 
Broiler (portable) 8 .52 
Clothes dryer 100 6.50 
Coffee maker 11 .72 
Deep fat fryer 7 .46 
Dehumidifier 33 2.15 
Dishwasher 25 1.63 
Electric blanket 15 .98 
Fan (attic) 24 1.56 
Food freezer (manual defrost) 100 6.50 
Food freezer (frostless) 200 13.00 
Food waste disposer 2 .13 
Frying pan 8 .52 
Hair dryer (hand held) 5 .33 
Hot plate 8 .52 
Humidifier 13 .85 
Iron (hand) 10 .65 
Microwave oven 21 1.37 
Range 100 6.50 
Refrigerator-freezer (manual defrost) 88 5.72 
Refrigerator-freezer (frostless) 210 13.65 
Television (b & w) 29 1.89 
Television (b & w, solid state) 10 .65 
Television (color) 100 6.50 
Television (color, solid state) 67 4.36 
Toaster 3 .19 
Vacuum cleaner 4 .26 
Waffle iron 2 .13 
Washing machine (automatic) 8 .52 

Air conditioning a typical, well-insulated, three-bedroom home costs about 
$390 per summer season using a three-ton unit operating 900 hours and using 
6,000 kilowatt-hours per summer at 6V2 cents per kWh. Two 15,000 BTU win- 
dow units would probably cost around $355 operating in the same home. Heat- 
ing cost for all electric set-up for home estimated $1,065. 

• Your home is now more energy- 
efficient than ever — and that 
means it’ll require less energy 
throughout its lifetime, whatever 
the costs may be. 

• You and your family have prob¬ 
ably learned a lot about your¬ 
selves — that you’d been careless 
and wasteful about energy use in 
the past, and that you can get 
along quite well using far less. 

These achievements can’t be trans¬ 
lated into dollar values, but, when 
coupled with those of your energy¬ 

conscious neighbors across the coun¬ 

try, they will diminish the drain on the 
world’s limited energy resources. 

And that could have important 
implications for our children and their 
children, who may — or may not — 
have new technologies to provide 
essential energy for their world. 

It is a lofty and sentimental view, 
of course, but those future generations 
may one day look back at ours, grate¬ 
ful that our vision wasn’t totally 
blocked by wasteful habits, an unre¬ 
lenting allegiance to comfort, mindless 
greed — and a principle that could be 
called conservation’s “Catch-22.” 
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BIG SAVINGS ON 
REGRIGERATORS 

BIG SAVINGS ON 
WASHERS 

BIG SAVINGS ON 
RANGES 

MODEL TBF1SDB 
$609.95 

MODEL TBF17DB 
$649.95 

MODEL TBF19DB 
$699.95 

MODEL TFF20DB 
$859.95 

MODEL TFF22DB 
$989.95 

BIG SAVINGS ON 
DISHWASHERS 

MODEL GSD400 
$279.95 

MODEL GSD1200 
$579.95 

MODEL WWA5600B 
$409.95 

MODEL WWA7070B 
$429.95 

MODEL WWA8350B 
$479.95 

BIG SAVINGS ON 
DRYERS 

MODEL DDE5300B 
$319.95 

MODEL DDE7500B 
$359.95 

BIG SAVINGS ON 
MICROWAVES 

MODEL JET204 
$399.95 

MODEL JVM48 
SPACEMAKE R 

$529.95 

MODEL JBS26V 
$399.95 

MODEL JBP24G 
$549.95 

MODEL JBP26 
$569.95 

MODEL JB500G 
$659.95 

BIG SAVINGS ON 
AIR CONDITIONERS 

10.000 BTU 
$475.00 

18.000 BTU 
$570.00 

24.000 BTU 
$710.00 

GE. WE BRING GOOD THINGS TO LIFE. 



BOARD CHANGES 

Richard 
Mosby 
retires 

Richard 
Moss 

appointed 

Richard Mosby, elected representa¬ 
tive from Alexander County whose 
present term was due to expire in 
August, retired in December 1982. 

A farmer and active community 
leader in the McClure area, Mosby had 
served as a director of SIEC since 
1966, and was elected president of the 
Board earlier this year. He has also 
served as a member of the Board of 
Directors of Southern Illinois Power 
Cooperative 1978 to 1982. Mosby was 
a director of the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives, in Springfield, 
from 1968 until 1978, and was an 
alternate director at the time of his 
resignation. 

Mosby said he had enjoyed his 
work and associations in the program 
but other activities prevent his devot¬ 
ing the time required to meet the 
responsibility of serving as a member 
of the Board of Directors. 

%X* si# vL* vX* 
'X* 

Mosby 

Richard D. Moss was appointed by 
the board to fill Mosby’s unexpired 
term as a director of SIEC. Moss and 
his family operate a 600-acre farm at 
Tamms, in partnership with his 88- 
year old grandfather, growing grain 
and running cow-calf and farrow-to- 
finish hog operations. 

Moss is active in both civic and 
farm organizations, has been a director 
of the Fruit Belt Service Company 
since 1979, a director on the Pulaski- 
Alexander County Farm Bureau since 
1982, served as chairman of Farm 
Bureau Legislative Committee from 
1978-1980 and as co-chairman from 
1980-1982. He has also served as cub- 
master for the Boy Scouts of America 
since 1978 and was recently appointed 
to the Agriculture Extension Council. Moss 
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Photos by Dongola Tri-County Record. 

At 12:45 a.m. Saturday, the Marion Duty barn was demolished and another smaller building was turned over. Minor 
damage was done to the home and some chickens were killed beneath the rubble. 

Christmas tornado in Union County 
While the consumers, at least some 

of them, were nestled all snug in their 
beds, out on the lawn there arose such 
a clatter, everyone sprang up to see 
what was the matter. 

High waters caused residents of 
low-lying areas great alarm as heavy 
rains caused waters to rise and 
threaten homes. In the midst of the 
turmoil, buildings were brought to the 
ground by a tornado which swept 
Union County from southwest of 
Dongola to northeast of Balcom, in a 
five-mile path of destruction. There 
was no loss of human lives and with 
the exception of the trailer belonging 
to Claude L. Smith, damage was con¬ 
fined to outbuildings. Some reported 
trailers being moved on their founda¬ 
tions. 

When the storm damage was first 
reported, cooperative personnel were 
hindered from reaching their trucks 
and equipment by ‘the high water 
blocking Route 51. Sam Brown, who 
lives close to the Cooperative office, 
was able to fuse the substation during 
the driving rain storm. Everett Frizzell 
got to the high water area and waded 
in waist-deep flood water to cut a tree 
off the lines. 

As soon as the water receded suffi¬ 
ciently, the crews were mobilized and 
worked Christmas Eve and on into 
Christmas Day until noon. 

The mobile home of Mr. and Mrs. Claude L. Smith and son, was turned over by 
the apparent tornado Christmas morning. They were in the bedroom when it hit, 
but were able to escape by a bedroom window. 

Destroyed barn on the late Vernon Vincent farm. 
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Social Security bulletin 
By R. R. DRONE 

District Manager, Garbo ndale 
Social Security Office 

One consequence of a program as 
vast and complicated as Social Secur¬ 
ity is that it generates a variety of 
“myths.” Some of these misconcep¬ 
tions about Social Security date from 
its beginning 47 years ago. Others are 
fairly recent and are based on mis¬ 
understandings of what the program is 
all about. 

Perhaps more than any other time 
in the history of the program, we need 
to have a clear perception of what 
Social Security is and how it works. 
The recent report of the National 

Lincoln's road 

to the White House 
'Of the People 
.. . By the People 

For the People 

Failed in business in 1831. 
Defeated for Legislature in 1832. 
Second failure in business in 1833. 
Suffers nervous breakdown in 1836. 
Defeated for Speaker in 1838. 
Defeated for Elector in 1840. 
Defeated for Congress in 1843. 
Defeated for Congress in 1848. 
Defeated for Senate in 1855. 
Defeated for Vice President in 1856. 
Defeated for Senate in 1858. 
Elected President in 1860. 

Office closings 
Your Cooperative office will be closed 
Friday, February 11, 1982, to honor 
Abraham Lincoln, and on Monday, 
February 21, 1982, to honor George 
Washington. 

Commission on Social Security 

Reform, with its recommendations for 
strengthening the financing of the sys¬ 
tem, dramatizes the need for a high 
level of knowledge among the general 
public. You should know what the 
program is and is intended to do. 

Just briefly I would like to note 
some of these misconceptions in terms 
of the myth as widely believed and the 
facts as represented by the way the 
Social Security program works. 

MYTH: Social Security is supposed 
to provide all or most of my retire¬ 
ment income. 

FACT: Social Security is designed 
as a base of retirement income — one 
leg of a three-legged stool that includes 

savings and investments and various 
private insurance. In fact, benefits 
generally constitute about 40 percent 
of pre-retirement income to a person 
with average lifetime wages. 

MYTH: Social Security is going 
broke and won’t be around when I’m 
ready to retire. 

FACT: Social Security is based on 
an ongoing national commitment. 
There is no danger that any Admini¬ 
stration or Congress will allow the pro¬ 
gram to collapse and thereby renege 
on its promise to the American peo¬ 
ple. The long and short-range prob¬ 
lems the system faces are being addres¬ 
sed by the current leadership, and we 
can expect that agreement will be 
reached on the best means of assuring 
the viability of the system. 

MYTH: Social Security is only a 
retirement program. 

FACT: Social Security also pays 

disability benefits to a worker and his 
or her family, survivors benefits to a 
worker’s family and provides Medicare 
health insurance benefits to people 65 
and over and those who have received 
Social Security disability benefits for 
two years or more. 

MYTH: Private and public pension 
plans are much better than Social 
Security. 

FACT: Social Security has features 
that are not matched by any current 
private or public plan. These include a 
comprehensive package of protection, 
a wide range of dependents’ benefits, 
protection against inflation, tax-free 
benefits, protection that moves with 
you, and protection that is earned 
quickly. 

MYTH: You must retire completely 
in order to get Social Security benefits 

and Medicare. 
FACT: You can have some earnings 

without affecting your Social Security 
benefits. In 1983, people 65 and over 
may earn $6,600 without affecting 
their Social Security check, non-dis¬ 
abled people under 65 may earn up to 
$4,920 without affecting benefits. 
Earnings over the limit reduce the 
benefit $1 for each $2 in excess earn¬ 
ings. And you don’t need to retire for 
your Medicare coverage to start at age 
65. 

There are other myths that affect 
how people perceive their Social 
Security system, but space does not 
permit me to deal with all of them. If 
you have any questions at all about 
how the program works, please give us 
a call or stop by. 

HIGH SCHOOL JUNIORS! 
YOUTH TO WASHINGTON ESSAY CONTEST 

“ENERGY AND THE WAY WE LIVE” 

I INTEND TO SUBMIT AN ENTRY IN THE SOUTHERN ILLINOIS 
ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE ESSAY CONTEST. I UNDERSTAND THAT 
THIS ENTRY FORM ENTITLES ME TO RECEIVE RESEARCH 
MATERIAL TO BE FURNISHED BY THE SOUTHERN ILLINOIS 
ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE. 

Signature of High School Junior   

Mailing Address  
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•Stfflfc 
19" Diagonal 
COLOR TV 

Model 19PC3714W Cabinet constructed of high- 
impact plastic 

• Color Monitor system adjusts color picture 
before you see it • Programmable Scan 
Quartz Electronic Tuning selects and scans 
channels - 112- NOW ON|_Y 
channel capability 
• Performance H 
solid state chassis $409.95 

25" Diagonal 
COLOR CONSOLE 

Model 25PC3847K Country styling... cabinet con¬ 
structed of genuine oak solids, engraved wood 
composition board and simulated wood accents. 

• VIRI Broadcast Controlled Color gives 
sharp, clear pictures automatically 
• Programmable Scan Remote Control 
selects and scans channels * Quartz 
Electronic Tuning with 
112-channel capability 
• Performance H sol id 
state chassis 

NOW ONLY 

$829.95 

WIRED 
REMOTE 

CONTROL 

Model 1CVP3022X 

8-HOUR PORTABLE 
VIDEO CASSETTE 
RECORDER 

• 14-channel programmable timer for 
unscrambled Midband and Superband cable 
channels * Pre-set to record 1-8 programs 
1-14 days in advance * Audio dubbing 
• 4-function wired remote * Video Scan 
forward/reverse 
• Freeze frame/ NOW ONLY 
frame advance 
• Shoulder strap $859.95 
NOTICE: The unauthorized recording of 
television programs and other materials 
may infringe the copyrights of others 

VIR 
BROADCAST 

CONTROLLED 
COLOR 

19" Diagonal 
COLOR TV 

Model 19PC3734W Cabinet constructed of high- 
impact plastic. 

• VIR I[ Broadcast Controlled Color for sharp, 
clear color pictures automatically * Keyboard 
Quartz Electronic 
Tuning with 112- 
channel capability 
• Performance IL 
solid state chassis 

NOW ONLY 

$469.95 
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Refresher course 
in life-sustaining techniques 

Dare Aden (left) and Lamar Houston (right) work two-man 
CPR on "Resuscitation Annie," while Trooper Peck and 
Bob Minor (seated) observe. 

Illinois State Trooper Don Peck recently conducted a 
refresher course for the SIEC employees on clearing 
blocked breathing passages. Blocked breathing passages 
ranks sixth as a cause of accidental death in the United 
States. 

It is during eating that foreign body obstruction of the 
airway most often occurs. In adults, meat is the most 
common object that causes obstruction, but in children a 
variety of other foods and foreign bodies may also lead to 
blockage. 

The course also included CPR (Cardiopulmonary Resus¬ 
citation). 

Trooper Peck is offering his services in instructing this 
course in his off-duty hours out of gratitude from an exper¬ 
ience within his own family. When his son, now 16 years of 
age, was a 12-year-old, his life was definitely saved through 
the CPR procedure. 

Leonard Martin, simulated choking victim, receives the 
necessary sharp blow to the back between the shoulder 
blades to dislodge the supposed foreign object. Trooper 
Peck administers the technique. 
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January ice storm causes outages 
Early risers Friday morning, Jan¬ 

uary 21, were surprised to find a coat¬ 
ing of ice had accumulated during the 
night, and in the Metropolis area 
caused a power interruption for 
approximately 2,500 connections. 

Ken Corzine, line superintendent, 
reported that the system lost the 
Metropolis Substation at 3 a.m. Crews 
were mobilized, and worked all day 
Friday and throughout the night. By 
early Saturday morning, most custo¬ 
mer service was restored. All service 
was normal by 4 p.m. Saturday after¬ 
noon, with the exception of isolated 
cases. 

Occasionally we are asked how we 
would choose which house gets elec¬ 
tric service restored during a major 
wind or ice storm. The illustration at 
the right depicts a simplified version of 
how we would go about restoring ser¬ 
vice to each house. 

Specifically, we would start at the 
source of the power, namely, the sub¬ 
station. Then similar to spokes on a 
wheel we would work out on the main 
distribution line repairing and restor¬ 
ing service to main feeder lines. As this 
process takes place, it is altogether 
possible that you will be out of power 
while your next door neighbor is back 
on the line. One phase out of a three- 
phase line could be out, which leaves 
the remaining two still hot and custo¬ 
mers served by these lines will still 
have power. 

In our diagram, the men would first 
work to restore the main distribution 
line. Since there is nothing wrong with 
the lines leading to House 2 and House 
3, the repair to the main line would 
automatically bring them on. Next we 
would clear up any problems with the 
tap lines leading off the main line. In 
our example the tap line would restore 
service to House 4. Only after all the 
high-voltage lines are repaired would 

we repair problems at individual 

homes. In our example, individual 
House 1 and 5 would then be restored. 

Office closing 
The SIEC office will be closed 
April 1 in observance of Good 
Friday. 

As our service is restored, we ener¬ 
gize an entire line and assume all cus¬ 
tomers are restored. We call the last 
consumer on a particular line and ask 

if his power is restored. After this 
takes place, if individuals are still not 
receiving power, it is up to them to 
notify the cooperative of their indivi¬ 
dual problem. Valuable information is 
gained when consumers report fallen 
lines, trees, poles, and obvious system 
problems. This information enables 

the crews to go directly to the source 
of the power disruption. 

Occasionally we have people call 
and say our men drove by but didn’t 
stop to repair a problem at their par¬ 
ticular house. We hope this explana¬ 
tion will help you understand our 
priorities. Although at times it may 
not seem like it, there is a predeter¬ 
mined plan to restore service to the 
largest number of people in the quick¬ 
est time possible. 

Statement of nondiscrimination 
SOUTHERN ILLINOIS ELECTRIC 

COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION has 
filed with the Federal Government a 
Compliance Assurance in which it 
assures the Rural Electrification 
Administration that it will comply 
fully with all requirements of Title VI 
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and 
the Rules and Regulations of the 
Department of Agriculture issued 
thereunder, to the end that no person 
in the United States shall, on the 
ground of race, color, or national 
origin, be excluded from participation 
in, be denied the benefits of, or be 
otherwise subjected to discrimination 
in the conduct of its program and the 
operation of its facilities. Under this 
Assurance, this organization is com¬ 
mitted not to discriminate against 
any person on the ground of race, 
color or national origin in its policies 
and practices relating to treatment of 
beneficiaries and participants, includ¬ 
ing rates, conditions and extension of 
service, use of any of its facilities, 
attendance at and participation in any 

meetings of beneficiaries and partici¬ 
pants or the exercise of any rights of 
such beneficiaries and participants in 
the conduct of the operations of this 
organization. 

“Any person who believes himself, 
or any specific class of individuals, to 
be subjected by this organization to 
discrimination prohibited by Title VI 
of the Act and the Rules and Regula¬ 
tions issued thereunder may, by him¬ 
self or a representative, file with the 
Secretary of Agriculture, Washington, 
D.C. 20250, or the Rural Electrifica¬ 
tion Administration, Washington, D.C. 
20250, or this organization, or all, a 
written complaint. Such complaint 
must be filed not later than 90 days 
after the alleged discrimination, or by 
such later date to which the Secretary 
of Agriculture or the Rural Electrifi¬ 
cation Administration extends the 
time for filing. Identity of complain¬ 
ants will be kept confidential except 
to the extent necessary to carry out 
the purposes of the Rules and Regula¬ 
tions.” 
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30 DAYS 
SAME AS CASH 

Model JB500GW 

GE 30" ELECTRIC 
RANGE WITH SELF¬ 
CLEANING OVEN 
Two 6" and two 8" Calrod® 
surface heating units with rotary 
controls. Digital clock, oven 
timer, reminder timer. 

Was $699.95 
Now $639.95 

SAVE $60.00 

GE TOUCH-CONTROL 
COUNTERTOP 
MICROWAVE OVEN 
Large 1.3 cu. ft. oven cavity. Ten 
power levels, 99-minute digital 
timer, MicroThermometer™ 
Probe for temperature cooking. 
One-Year Full Warranty—in- 
home service (parts and labor)— 
see warranty for details. 

Was $439.95 
NOW $429.95 

SAVE $10.00 

Was $649.95 
NOW $609.95 

SAVE $40.00 

GE 15 CU. FT. 
NO-FROST FOOD SAVER 
REFRIGERATOR 
With 4.58 cu. ft. freezer, 2 
vegetable/fruit keepers, energy- 
saver switch. Generous door 
storage. Equipped for optional 
icemaker. 

GE 8-CYCLE 
POTSCRUBBER® 
DISHWASHER 
Potscrubber cycle for pots and 
pans. Sound insulated. 
Energy-saver drying option. 
Three-level washing action. 

Was $449.95 
NOW $409.95 

SAVE $40.00 

Model DDE7500B 

GE 5-CYCLE 
AUTOMATIC DRYER 
Automatic regular, permanent 
press/cottons, polyester knits, 
de-wrinkle and damp dry cycles 
Four drying selections in¬ 
cluding no-heat air fluff. 

Was $389.95 
NOW $349.95 

SAVE $40.00 

Model WWA8350B 

GE LARGE CAPACITY 
WASHER WITH 
MINI BASKET ™ TUB 
With 3 wash/spin speeds, 4 wash/ 
rinse temperature combinations. 
6 cycles including permanent 
press and "extra cleaning cycles” 
for heavy soils on modern fabrics. 

Was $559.95 
NOW $479.95 

SAVE $80.00 

Model JVM58 

GE SPACEMAKER™ 
MICROWAVE OVEN 
Takes no countertop space — 
replaces existing range hood; 
includes built-in exhaust fan and 
cooktop light. Extra wide oven 
cavity. Cook code Control and 
Auto Roast. 

Was $659.95 
NOW $639.95 

SAVE $20.00 

Model JET 200 

GE DUAL WAVE ™ 
MICROWAVE SYSTEM 
Dual Wave™ System designed 
for even cooking performance. 
Spacious 1.4 cu. ft. cavity. 
1-year limited warranty—carry- 
in service (parts and labor). See 
warranty for details. 

Was $329.95 
NOW$314.95 

SAVE $15.00 
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Social Security bulletin 
BY R. R. DRONE 

District Manager 

Carbondale 

People receiving Social Security 
benefits who worked and earned over 
the earnings limit during 1982 are 
required to file reports of their earn¬ 
ings with the Social Security Admini¬ 
stration by April 15. For a number of 
reasons, it is important that the report 
is accurate and reflects realistic plan¬ 
ning. 

The report is essentially a statement 
of your last year’s earnings. It also 
requests information about how much 
you expect to earn this year. Social 
Security uses the information to deter¬ 
mine if your 1982 checks were in the 
right amount and whether benefits are 
due this year. 

In general, people 65 and over who 
earned under $6,000 last year do not 
need to report; this is also true for 

non-disabled people under 65 who 
earned under $4,400 and people who 
were 72 and over during all of 1982. 
Earnings over these earnings limits will 
cause benefits to be reduced $1 for 
every $2 in excess earnings. In 1983, 
the earnings limits are $6,600 for peo¬ 
ple 65 and over and $4,920 for bene¬ 
ficiaries under age 65. The age at 
which the earnings test no longer 
applies is 70, beginning this year. 

People who do not take the time to 
make realistic estimates of current 
year earnings risk receiving benefit 
overpayments — money to which they 
are not entitled. The law requires that 
overpayments be repaid to Social 
Security. Generally, this is done by 
withholding portions of future checks 
until the full amount is repaid. 

However, if it is shown that the fail¬ 
ure to report was intentional, a person 
may be prosecuted for fraud. During 

the past year, the Social Security 
Administration stepped up its efforts 
to collect debts owed the government 
and to detect and prevent fraud. The 
agency collected $1 billion in overpay¬ 
ments in Fiscal Year 1982 and 
obtained 284 criminal convictions for 
fraud during calendar year 1981. 

The best way to avoid overpay¬ 
ments is to report any change in your 
earnings that is significantly different 
from what you’ve already estimated. It 
is true that Social Security has records 
of all earnings reported by your 
employers, but if you wait until Social 
Security notified you that you’ve 
overpaid, the overpayment is usually 
substantially more than it would have 
been if you had reported the change in 
earnings promptly. 

Changes can be reported to any 
Social Security office by phone or in 
person. 

Youth to Washington 
contest winners from the past 

SIEC first participated in the annual Washington Youth 
Tour program in 1965 and since that time 36 system-area 
students have gone along on the eventful, week-long tours. 

Former winners.- 
1965 Dennis Ray Clark, Century High School 

Margaret Mann, Century High School 
1966 Michael Stanton, Metropolis High School 

Joyce Lynne Johnson, Century High School 
1967 Don Wittig, Metropolis High School 

Pamela Taake, Century High School 
1968 Arnold Ramage, Century High School 

Pamela Garrett, Metropolis High School 
1969 John Stanton, Metropolis High School 

Joyce Leggans, Anna-Jonesboro Community H.S. 
1970 Michael Moorman, Metropolis High School 

Charlotte Jones, Century High School 
1971 Larry Barlow, Cobden High School 

Diane Wetherington, Century High School 
1972 Gordon Billingsley, Goreville High School 

Barbara Mowery, Century High School 

1973 Robert Dickerson, Century High School 
Connie Sue Agee, Joppa Community High School 

1974 Martin Edward Jones, Century High School 
Cindy Hoffner, Dongo’a High School 

1975 Ronald W. Inman, Century High School 
Lynne Ann Oliver, Joppa Community High School 

1976 Curt Jones, Century High School 
Pamela Blaine, Joppa Community High School 

1977 Richard R. Brown, Century High School 
Diana Bell, Meridian Community Unit 

1978 Chad Wilson, Century High School 
Vicki Hoffner, Dongola High School 

1979 Toby McCarrick, Century High School 
Roberta Reed, Joppa Community High School 

1980 Daniel Brumleve, Cobden High School 
Lorrie Moyer, Anna-Jonesboro Community H.S. 

1981 Kevin Reichert, Century High School 
Vonda Allen, Century High School 

1982 Keith Baker, Anna-Jonesboro Community H.S. 
Kathy Miller, Century High School 

Each year SIEC encourages area high school juniors to 
accompany the winners on the Washington Tour as Willie 
Wiredhand students. As a Willie Wiredhand, each student 
would be responsible for the cost of the trip. Those able to 
take advantage of the group’s accomodations, guided tours 
and meals find it a true bargain. If you would like to go on 

this outstanding youth bus tour, please contact the cooper¬ 
ative office. 

Essay contest deadline 
is March 15 

Attention high school juniors! The deadline for your 
essay is March 15, 1983. This year’s subject is: “Energy and 
the Way We Live.” To date, 122 entry forms have been sub¬ 
mitted and materials furnished for prospective essayists. 

The ten finalists and two winners will spend a day with 
state leaders in Springfield, April 19. The Youth to Wash¬ 
ington Tour winners will spend the week of June 10-17, 
1983, in their nation’s capital. 
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The first greenhouse is filled with scented geraniums, which come in pine, coco¬ 
nut, rose, lemon, strawberry, apple, nutmeg and cinnamon aromas. 

Carol Hanson tending a frame of basil. 

Put more spice into your life- 
try herbs 

Through the past decade, it has 
been a joy to many of us to observe, 
and sometimes participate in, the 
renaissance of arts, crafts, and the 
culinary and medicinal use of herbs 
and spices. The road back to the 
no-preservative, natural, organic life 
style has created a market for those 
who grow and cultivate herb gardens. 

Such a garden was the beginning for 
a young Dongola, Illinois, couple for 
whom herb growing now provides a 

livelihood. 
In 1977, Carol and Bob Hanson 

switched from growing seasonal pro¬ 
duce to herbs. In a small greenhouse 
next to their home, built originally for 
house plants, they launched their 
modest enterprise. At the start, they 
tried the very basic culinary herbs, 
such as parsley, sage, rosemary, thyme 
and oregano, selling them in fresh herb 
pots at local farmers’ markets. 

The quick acceptance of their pro¬ 
ducts caused the Hansons’ optimistic 
expansion to a mail-order business 
including all the herb varieties, as well 
as, scented geraniums, essential oils, 
dried herbs and spices, herbal teas and 
herbal craft items. Their present cata¬ 
log includes 300 varieties and orders 
span the continent. They ship plants 
nine months out of the year and are 
advertising in several national maga¬ 
zines. 

The most common varieties, such as 
parsley, sage, oregano, basil, etc., are 
sold wholesale to large grocery store 

chains, plant and garden centers, and 
small shops in Chicago, St. Louis, 
Memphis, Southern Indiana and West¬ 
ern Kentucky. New varieties are added 

periodically so that customers may 
expand their personal herb gardens. In 
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1982, the couple averaged two trips a 
week to Chicago alone, at the height 
of the growing season. 

“Fragrant Fields,” their Southern 
Illinois farm, provides the hilly slopes 
affording the sun and drainage herbs 
require. They have grown from the 
first greenhouse to four presently in 
use and a fifth on the drawingboard. 
From a family enterprise including 
their two children, they now hire help 
with the greenhouses, field crops and 
craft items. They are incorporating 
automation and a number of solar con¬ 
cepts in their present greenhouse oper¬ 
ation. 

The field-grown herbs require con¬ 
stant weeding even though the 
Hansons use both black plastic and 
straw mulch in their gardens. In 1982, 
they began growing field grown herbs 
under contract for delivery to com¬ 
panies in Chicago which use them in 
sauces and salads they produce. The 
herbs are harvested and delivered fresh 
cut to the companies. 

Herbs are also raised in an indoor 
greenhouse during the winter months.— 
The beds of plants are bathed in artifi¬ 
cial sunlight combining flourescent 
and incandescent lighting. Since this 
has not been commonly practiced, 
they feel they are more or less pio¬ 
neers in this activity. Herbs are prop¬ 
agated by placing small cuttings in 
moist soil and later transplanting the 
rooted herbs in potting soil. 

One of the couple’s latest additions 
is a formal herb garden which displays 
most of the herbs, culinary, medicinal 
and just plain decorative. The farm 
and nursery are open every day to visi¬ 
tors and interested persons. Most visi¬ 
tors are pleasantly surprised to see 
how beautiful the herb plants actually 
are. 

A variety of herbs are dried for use 
in their herbal craft items consisting of 
potpourri, sachets, herb pillows, rose¬ 
bud balls, pomanders, herb wreaths 
and decorated baskets, to name just a 
few. These are all sold retail from the 
farm shop, through the mail and 
wholesale to shops throughout the 
U.S. Plans are being formulated to 
increase this national distribution in 
the coming months. The couple also 
are providing information on their 
products through group meetings and 

(continued to page 14d) 
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(Photo by John Schmidt) 

Greenhouse built into hillside with southern exposure utilizing some solar 
concepts houses the lavenders and rosemary seedlings. 

(Photo by John Schmidt) 

Greenhouse covered with fiberglass is heated with double-barreled wood stove. 
Seedlings in early stage of growth are basic cooking herbs. 

(Photo by John Schmidt) 

A gentle shower by Carol, makes her seedlings grow. 

(Photo by John Schmidt) 

Carol and Bob carefully weeding the seedlings. 
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BIG GE 17.2 cu. ft. 
NO-FROST REFRIGERATOR 
keeps foods fresh up to 15 days with Moist 'N 
Fresh, and Cool 'N Fresh pans. 4.73 cu. ft. 
Freezer Split-Level Adjustable Steel Shelves, 
Sealed Snack Pack. Rolls out on wheels. 
Equipped for optional automatic icemaker. 

WAS $689.95 
NOW $649.95 

SAVE $40.00 

GE RANGE WITH TILT-LOCK 
CALROD" SURFACE UNITS 
has Removable Oven Door, Rotary Infinite 
Heat Surface Unit Controls, Full-width 
Storage Drawer, Upswept Cooktop, 
Porcelain Enamel Broiler Pan. 

GE 2-SPEED WASHER 
WITH MINI-BASKET™ TUB 
has 4 cycles, including Permanent Press 
and Mini-Quick, 3 Wash/Rinse Temperature 
Selections with energy-saving cold water 
selections. Variable Water Level Control. 

WAS $369.95 
NOW $329.95 

SAVE §40.00 

GE HEAVY-DUTY 
AUTOMATIC DRYER 
with 4 Cycles, including Permanent Press/Knit, 
3 Drying Selections, Removable Up-Front 
Lint Filter, Durable Porcelain Enamel finish 
Drum. 

GE POTSCRUBBER" 
7-CYCLE DISHWASHER 
with Temperature Sensor System for consistently 
clean dishes... can save energy and money, 
too. 3-Level Washing Action, Energy-Saving Dry 
Option. 

WAS $549.95 
NOW $509,95 

SAVE $40.00 

GE MICROWAVE OVEN 
WITH DUAL-WAVE™ SYSTEM 
designed for good, even cooking results, 
has 2 Power Levels (High and Low/ 
Defrost), Time Cooking with 25-minute 
timer, handy Recipe Guide on Control 
Panel. 

WAS $329.95 
NOW $314.95 

SAVE^500 

WAS $479.95 
NOW $429.95 

SAVE §50.00 

WAS $349.95 
NOW $319.95 

SAVE §30.00 

GE. WE BRING GOOD THINGS TO LIFE. 

The GE Answer Center 

800.626.2000 
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Social Security bulletin 
By R. R. DRONE 
District Manager 

Carbondale 
People approaching retirement age 

generally find themselves left with one 
major decision after having weighed all 
the pros and cons of retirement. That 
is, “exactly when should I retire?” 

As far as Social Security is con¬ 
cerned, that decision can make a dif¬ 
ference in how well the program meets 
your needs, including the amount of 
your check as well as the total amount 
of benefits you can expect to receive 
over the period of your retirement. 

The earliest you can retire is at age 
62. However, Social Security benefits 
are reduced 5/9 of one percent for 
each month you are retired before you 
reach age 65 — amounting to a reduc¬ 
tion of 20 percent if you retire at 62. 

On the other hand, most people can 
expect to receive about the same in 
total benefits over the longer period of 
time they will be getting benefits. 

People who delay their retirement 
past age 65 may expect to have their 
retirement check increased by three 
percent for each year that they don’t 
get checks after age 65. A person who 
retires at age 68 will have his or her 
check increased by nine percent over 
what it would have been at age 65. 

The age at which a person retires 
also makes a difference in how much 
they can earn without affecting their 
Social Security benefits. People age 65 
and over may earn up to $6,600 in 
1983 without affecting their Social 
Security benefits. People under 65 
may earn up to $4,920. Earnings over 
the limit result in $1 in benefits being 

withheld for each $2 in excess earn¬ 
ings. Starting in 1983, earnings by 
people 70 and over are not affected by 
the earnings limits, also known as the 
“retirement test.” 

During the first year of retirement a 
monthly test is applied. This enables a 
person to retire any time during the 
year and collect full benefits for any 
month in which he or she does not 
earn over the monthly limit and does 
not perform substantial services in self- 
employment, regardless of total earn¬ 
ings for the year. 

You should apply for Social Secur¬ 
ity benefits at least three months 
before the month you plan to retire to 
give Social Security time to process 
your claim so that your checks begin 
with the month you plan to stop 
working. 

(continued from page 14b) 
Herbs and spices 
demonstrations. They can instruct in 
herb growing, cooking and primitive 
herbal uses, and fragrant decorations 
from herbs. 

For those unfamiliar with herbs in 
the unprocessed state, those of Italian 
descent create a sauce by blending 
fresh basil, olive oil, garlic and Parme¬ 
san cheese, for use with pasta or cook¬ 
ing. Scented geraniums, with leaves 
similar to flowering geraniums, include 
pine, coconut, rose, lemon, straw¬ 
berry, apple, nutmeg and cinnamon. 
The aroma is released when the leaves 
are pinched, but some are used by 
gourmet cooks in addition to potpour¬ 
ris and sachets. Scented geranium 
leaves are also used in jellies and cakes. 
The leaves are laid in the cake pans 
before the batter is poured in and as 
the cake bakes, the aroma permeates 
the baked product. 

Craft items from herbs include 
sachets from cotton calico, bits of lace 
and fragrant herbs and potpourri. 
Rosebuds are strung on ribbons for 
necklaces and wreaths of artemisia are 
good Christmas items. Another use of 
herbs is an item called a dream pillow 
which, when stuffed with herbs, 
induces different feelings during sleep. 
Herbalists of old say a pillow filled 
with mugwort will make one remem- 

vehicle—what to do 
If a tractor or piece of equipment 

hitched to the tractor should contact 
an overhead line, the tractor and the 
equipment become energized. How¬ 
ever, the driver of the tractor and any 
riders are usually safe from electrocu¬ 
tion as long as they remain on the 
unit. Rubber tires may partially insu¬ 
late the tractor and equipment from 
the ground, possibly preventing com¬ 
pletion of a good electric circuit. 

Should you find yourself in this 
situation, or witness someone else in a 

ber dreams; lavender is for peace of 
mind, clover is a gentle sedative; rose¬ 
buds are romantic; damiana focuses on 
passion; hops is a sleep inducer; and 
lemon grass is used to refresh the 
pillow itself. 

For the prospective visitor, Carol 
and Bob suggest an advance reserva¬ 
tion. For an herb catalog, write to 
Fragrant Fields, Dongola, Illinois 
62926. 

similar circumstance, be sure that no 
attempt is made to leave the tractor 
until help arrives from your local 
cooperative or a qualified rescue 
squad. Be sure to keep other persons 
from contacting any part of an ener¬ 
gized tractor or equipment. Avoid 
touching the tractor with any metal or 
other conductive object. 

If unusual circumstances demand 
immediate evacuation from the trac¬ 
tor, the individual must jump clear of 
the energized unit, making sure no 
part of the body contacts the ground 
and the unit at the same time. Be espe¬ 
cially aware of parts of the equipment 
extending away from the main unit. 
Even a momentary contact, making a 
circuit to ground, can mean a fatal 
injury. These same precautions apply 
to an energized automobile. 

Essay contest 
update 

Due to the time frame of this 
publication, the winners of the 
SIEC Essay contest could not be 
reported. Information concerning 
the Washington, D.C., trip winners 
and the boys and girls who will go 
to Springfield, Illinois April 19, 
1983 for Illinois Rural Electric 
Youth Day will be included in our 
May edition of the JAMUP. 
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Area students honored April 8 at Shawnee Community College as winners and finalists in the Si EC "Youth To Washing¬ 
ton" essay contest, including front row from left, Jonnie Murray, Mary Margaret Lewis, Dale Saddler, Teresa Poole, Anne- 
lise Hill and Kenna Youngblood, and back row from left, Alan Shearer, Rodney McIntosh, Glenn Kessel, Cynthia Ritter, 
Erika June Washer, Raymond Munoz, Jr., and Treg Brown. Erika is Miss Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative of 1982. 

Congratulations to the winners 
Two area high school juniors have 

been named winners of Southern Illi¬ 
nois Electric Cooperative’s 1983 
Youth to Washington Essay Contest. 
A three-judge panel selected Glenn 
Kessel and Cynthia Ritter, both stu¬ 
dents at Century High School, from a 
field of 57 area students for their 
efforts on this year’s essay theme 
“Energy and the Way We Live.” 

Glenn is the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Dean Kessel of Ullin. Cynthia is the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. David Ritter 
of Ullin. 

Besides winning all-expense-paid 
tours to Washington, D.C., June 10-17, 
Glenn and Cynthia were among stu¬ 
dent representatives of Southern Illi¬ 
nois Electric Cooperative awarded 
trips to Springfield on April 19 for 
Illinois Rural Electric Youth Day 
activities. Ten other finalists were also 
awarded trips to Springfield that day: 
Allen Shearer and Rodney McIntosh 

of Century High School; Raymond 
Munoz, Dale Sadler, Treg Brown, 
Kenna Youngblood, Annelise Hill, 
Teresa Poole and Mary Margaret Lewis 
of Anna-Jonesboro Community High 
School; and Jonni Murray of Dongola 
Unit School. 

Southern Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tive honored its contest finalists, their 
parents and teachers, Friday, April 8, 
with a banquet at Shawnee Commun¬ 
ity College, Ullin. Highlighting the pro¬ 
gram was a presentation of the win¬ 
ning essays, a slide presentation on the 
Washington Tour by Richard Hiatt of 
the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives, and congratulations 
from SIEC Board President Raymond 
C. Snell of Thebes and Manager Tim 
Reeves of Dongola. 

Glenn, Cynthia and Miss Southern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative of 1982, 
Erika June Washer of Brookport, will 
join approximately 60 Illinois high 

school students, including winners of 
similar contests sponsored by the 
state’s electric cooperatives, on the 
tour of the U.S. Capital. Departing 
from Springfield on Friday, June 10, 
the group will make its first touring 
stop at Gettysburg National Military 
Park in Gettysburg, Pa., the following 
morning. They will arrive in Washing¬ 
ton that afternoon. 

The Washington tour itinerary 
includes visits with Illinois representa¬ 
tives and senators and tours of the 
United States Capitol, Smithsonian 
Institution, White House and various 
other memorials and shrines. 

On Wednesday, June 15, the Illinois 
youth tour participants will join 
approximately 900 other students 
from 16 other states and several 
foreign countries for special Rural 
Electric Youth Day activities. The tour 
group will arrive back in Springfield on 
Friday, June 17. 
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Energy and the way we live 
By CYNTHIA RITTER 

The American life style has been 
built around the use of energy 
resources, with Americans using 25 
percent of the world’s energy output. 
Changes in the life style throughout 
the century can be attributed to the 
utilization of these resources. Para¬ 
doxically, our use of energy is also 
responsible for the economic and 
environmental problems which 
threaten our way of life. 

Early in this century the United 
States was primarily an agricultural 
society with farmers comprising over 
90 percent of the population. In a few 
short decades, the American family 
evolved from a self-sufficient unit to a 
consumption unit dependent on others 
for most of the food and services 
required. Today, less than four percent 
of our population provides the food 
and other farm products for the entire 
nation. 

As technology has improved over 
the years, the American farmer has 
used progressively more energy to 
increase productivity. Not only do 
modern tractors and equipment con¬ 
sume large amounts of gas and oil but 
commercial fertilizer, herbicides and 
pesticides are derived primarily from 
oil. However, farmers are efficient pro¬ 
ducers using only three percent of our 
total energy in food production. 

An improvement in the life style of 
rural Americans began with the crea¬ 
tion of the Rural Electrification 
Administration (REA) in 1935. Prior 
to that time, less than ten percent of 
the farms in this country had electrical 
service. Today, over 98 percent of the 
farms are electrified, with rural electri¬ 
fication being the economic lifeline for 

25 million Americans. In addition to 
making a better life style for farm 
families, REA has led to non-farm 
rural residences, businesses, and other 
establishments, helping to relieve city 
congestion. 

Today’s household has numerous 
labor and time-saving appliances. We 
depend on electricity for food preser¬ 
vation and preparation, laundry, and 
cleaning. Electricity provides us with a 
comfortable environment and leisure¬ 

time activities, including television and 
video games. With less time required 
for household duties, many women are 
seeking careers outside the home, 
resulting in changes in family life. 

Automated industrial and business 

(This is one of two winning essays in 
the Southern Illinois Electric Cooper¬ 
ative “Youth to Washington” Essay 
Contest. This essay was written by 
Cynthia Ritter of Ullin and a Century 
High School student. Next month we 
will print the other winning essay, by 
Glenn Kessell of Ullin, also a Century 
High School student.) 

machines have greatly increased 
worker productivity, giving the 
American worker not only greater 
earnings, but fewer hours and more 
leisure time. This, in turn, led to a 
higher life style, which increased 
demands for service industries. Tech¬ 
nological advances have greatly 
improved international travel and com¬ 
munications, in addition to making 
space exploration a reality. However, 
the same technology has created the 
possibility of annihilation by nuclear 
warfare. 

Automation has made mass pro¬ 

duction possible, leading to America’s 
love affair with the automobile. 
Americans have become addicted to 
oil, building a whole life style around 
its use, with oil becoming our life¬ 
blood and our liability. Until a few 
years ago, oil sold for two dollars a 
barrel, and few people gave much 
thought to this convenient and versa¬ 
tile fuel not being endlessly abundant. 

Since 1947, domestic production 
has not been enough to sustain the 
American life style, and the imbalance 
has grown steadily worse. The 1973-74 
oil embargo by the Arabs was the blow 
that got our attention. OPEC quad¬ 
rupled the price of crude oil, and the 
price of gas shot up. Scarce supplies 
and long gas lines became part of the 
American way of life. This made 
Americans, who had previously left 
energy problems to the oil companies, 
electric companies, and the govern¬ 
ment, now take a look at the energy 
problem. 

We discovered that although the 
United States is one of the richest 
nations in energy raw material, every 
possibility for becoming self-sufficient 
has its inherent disadvantages. Hydro- 

(Continued to page 12d) 

1983 ESSA Y JUDGES — Faithful friends of the essay program once again this 
year applied their knowledge and expertise in the judging of 57 essays in the 
competition. From left are Gordon Billingsley, Information Specialist, S.I.U. 
School of Agriculture, Carbondale; Margaret Shotton, Administrative Assistant, 
Southern Illinois Power Cooperative, Marion; Carol L. Duty, Administrative 
Assistant and Tour Director for the Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Don- 
gola; and John Shelton, Chairman of Communications Department, Shawnee 
Community College, Ullin. 
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Live sports-Great movies-Cartoons 
Up-to-the-minute news-Here is how to tune it in 

All the rest is FREE 
Sounds like an ad for hooking up to 

cable television systems, doesn’t it? 
Unfortunately though, most SIEC 
customers live in rural areas and don’t 
have cable TV service available. It 
turns out we’re not talking about 
cable, but a new television station 
which every SIEC customer can 
receive — all you have to do is tune in 
Channel 27. You say you’ve never 
watched Channel 27; well stay tuned, 
get the popcorn popper hot and you’ll 
be watching this new station before 
the popcorn’s ready. 

Tuning in Channel 27 is easy once 
you understand how. Every television 
set manufactured since 1967 has 
Channel 27 (and all the other VHP 
and UHF channels, too) built right in. 
The TV sets do vary somewhat in the 
way to set up the UHF channels. We 
will cover a few of the more common 
types. Your set may not be covered, 
but a call to your dealer will bring 
quick instructions if you can’t get a 
good picture. Perhaps the most impor¬ 
tant part to understand is that you 
may need a UHF antenna to get a 
good picture. These come in all shapes 
and sizes and vary from a simple loop 
or bow tie to an outside antenna . . . 
even a piece of wire will work in some 
circumstances. But one thing is cer¬ 
tain: you must connect the antenna to 
the UHF antenna terminals on the 
back of your set. You probably 

already have a VHF antenna lead 
hooked to the VHF terminals. A VHF 
antenna will not work very well, if at 
all, for UHF Channel 27. While we are 
on the subject of antennas, take note 
that combination VHF-UHF antennas 
(that is, an antenna made to receive 
both) usually sacrifice performance on 
UHF and are not recommended. Also 
not recommended are lead-in splitters 
and combiners which cut the signal by 
50% or more. We strongly recommend 
buying a UHF antenna called the “27 
KIT” directly from the TV station. 
The “27 KIT” is optimized for Chan¬ 
nel 27 and includes the antenna, com¬ 
plete instructions, and 100 feet of 
lead-in wire. It’s a snap to install and 
you’ll get crystal clear pictures. Order¬ 
ing information is included at the end 
of this article. Channel 27 has agreed 
to cut $10 off the normal price of $27 
for SIEC customers. 

Hopefully the popcorn is popping 
by now, so we’re ready to tune in the 
station for the first time. We’ll divide 
the TV sets into two groups — sets 
which use a mechanical tuner, and the 
new electronic tuned sets. The 
mechanical tuner will have one or two 
channel knobs. If there is a knob, it 
will have channels 2-13 on it, plus 
additional channels labeled A, B, C or 
U-l, U-2, U-3, etc. To tune in Channel 
27 on these sets, turn the selector to 
U-l (or A). Then located behind an 

access panel on the front of the set 
(near the channel knob) there will be 
an individual tuner for U-l (or A). It 
will tune like a radio . . . turn it until 
you get a picture . . . that’s all there is 
to it. TV sets with two channel knobs 
are even easier to tune. Simply turn 
the VHF knob to the UHF position, 
and then turn the UHF know (the one 
with channels 14-83) to Channel 27. 
Incidentally, some models click at 
each channel while older sets have a 
UHF tuning knob that tunes smoothly 
like a radio. 

The electronic tuner usually doesn’t 
have a channel knob, and doesn’t 
require any tuning, but may require 
“programming” Channel 27. These 
electronic tuners are like mini com¬ 
puters and “remember” the channels 
which are used in a particular area. 
The TV set instructions will tell you 
how to add Channel 27. If you have 
trouble, a call to your dealer will get 
you on the right tract pronto. 

Once you’ve tuned Channel 27 in, 
it will be there every time you go 
through the channels. And it’s about 
the best entertainment bargain going 
. . . where else can you get hundreds of 
hours of entertainment for $17? 
TO OBTAIN A “27 KIT” WRITE TO: 
WDDD-TV, 1 Broadcast Center, 
Marion, IL 62959. You may send $17 
plus $3 shipping with your order OR 
you may order the “27 KIT” C.O.D. 

1983 nominating committee 
Members of 1983 Nominating Com¬ 

mittee were appointed by the presi¬ 
dent of the Board of Directors of 
Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
at the 1982 annual meeting on August 
6, 1982. The committee will meet at 
the cooperative headquarters, Rt. 51 
north of Dongola, on June 23, 1983, 
at 8 p.m. to consider nominees for 
election to the board of directors at 
the 1983 annual meeting of members. 

The following were appointed to 
the 1983 Nominating Committee to 
represent their respective counties: 

Alexander County — Richard Moss, 

May 1983 

Route 1, Tamms, IL 62988; Howard 
Lovell, Route 1, Thebes, IL 62990. 

Johnson County — Charles Little¬ 
ton, Cypress, IL 62923; Willard Treat, 
Cypress, IL 62923. 

Massac County — Warren Main, Bel¬ 
knap, IL 62908; Edgar Bremer, Route 
2, Box 126, Metropolis, IL 62960. 

Pulaski County — Paul Helman, 
Villa Ridge, IL 62996; Joe Craig, 
Karnak, IL 62956. 

Union County — Larry Hight, 
Dongola, IL 62926; James G, Dutton, 
Route 1, Buncome, IL 62912. 

The Bylaws of the cooperative pro¬ 

vide that nominees to the board of dir¬ 
ectors may be made by: (1) Nominat¬ 
ing Committee, (2) petition signed by 
15 or more active members, or (3) an 
active member from the floor at the 
annual meeting. 

The three-year terms of the direc¬ 
tors are expired alternately so that 
each year elections are held for a por¬ 
tion of the board. At the 44th annual 
meeting to be held Friday, August 12, 

1983, elections will be held for a direc¬ 
tor from each of the three counties, 
Alexander, Pulaski, and Union. 
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Energy....(Continued from page 12b) 
carbon fuels — coal, oil, and gas — are 
finite and not replaceable. Coal, 
though plentiful, contains sulfur, 
which cannot be completely removed. 
Sulfur emissions damage human lungs, 
and carbon dioxide from burning fossil 
fuels could create the dreaded green¬ 
house effect. Although nuclear energy 
could provide much of our electricity, 
many people oppose it because of 
radioactivity. Synfuels and solar elec¬ 
tricity are costly, and alcohol from 
agricultural products raises the spector 
of food versus fuel. Burning biomass 
means rapid destruction of forest 
lands. 

The chief problem facing America 
is to devise an energy policy that 
encourages American economic 
growth while coming to grips with the 
international economic balances that 
are being so radically altered by pres¬ 
sures of energy cost and social unrest. 
The economy has been heavily 
dependent on cheap energy, and the 
escalating cost poses a threat to the 
whole economic system. The oil crisis 
adversely affected our balance of 
trade, weakening the American dollar 
in international exchange and increas¬ 
ing inflation. This led to recession and 
high unemployment. 

In order to cope with the problem 
of escalating cost and scarcity of oil, 
Americans have made changes in their 
life styles. Unable to afford the extrav- 

Many years our flag pole has stood 
unadorned, but this month a new coat 
of paint and a new flag are flying, l/l/e 
are proud of the red, white and blue. 

Office closing 
The headquarters of Southern 

Illinois Electric Cooperative will 
be closed Monday, May 30, in 
observance of Memorial Day. 

agant use of electricity, many families 
are going back to the once antiquated 
wood stoves as an alternate heat 
source. Clothes lines are reappearing 
and insulation and other fuel-saving 
adjustments are being made. Fuel effi¬ 
ciency is becoming the major consid¬ 
eration in home design. With the low¬ 
ering of thermostats, bulky sweater, 
insulated underwear and layered cloth¬ 
ing are again part of the fashion scene. 

One of the most radical changes is 
in the type of car Americans drive. 
Since our mobility, made possible by 
the automobile, costs approximately 
30 percent of all the petroleum we 
burn, the large dreamboat of yesterday 
has become today’s gas guzzler. Cars 
have been redesigned, resulting in a 

By ROBERT R. DRONE 
District Manager, Carbondale 

The method used to figure a Social 
Security retirement check is com¬ 
monly misunderstood. Many people 
think that their last (or highest) three 
or five years of earnings are used to 
figure their retirement check. This has 
never been true, and I really don’t 
know the origin of this misconception. 

Anyway, let me try to explain the 
way Social Security retirement checks 
have been figured for the last thirty 
years. The starting point is either with 
the year 1936 or 1951, the one that 
provides the largest check. For almost 
everyone nowdays, starting with 1951 
will yield the highest benefit. 

The first step is to count the num¬ 
ber of years that will elapse between 
1950 and retirement age. Retirement 
age is 62 for both men and women 
now. So, start by counting the number 
of years beginning with 1951 and end¬ 
ing with the year before age 62. Drop 
from the resulting number of years 
five years of low or no earnings and 
the remaining years are averaged to 
figure the check. But, before annual 
earnings are considered, each year of 
earnings is indexed in terms of today’s 
value. Indexing was introduced in 
1978, but the basic method of figuring 
checks was not changed. 

So, applying what we said above, 
count the number of years that elapse 
between 1950 and 1983 (1951 

much smaller, more fuel-efficient car. 
Americans have made carpools a way 
of life, and many have cut down not 
only on speed, but on the frequency 
and length of trips. 

While conservation is a step in the 
right direction, it will not solve the 
problem. Our hope for a viable solu¬ 
tion to the dilemma which threatens 
the American way of life lies with 
America’s most important energy 
resource — brainpower. As necessity is 
the mother of invention, hardships 
have a way of bringing out the best in 
American ingenuity. Add to this the 
incentives offered by the free enter¬ 
prise system, and we have the ingre¬ 
dients for a solution to the energy 
problem. 

through 1982). If you count the same 
as me, we come up with 32 years. 
From these 32 years, we discard the 
five lowest years, after indexing each 
year to determine its value in today’s 
economy. The remaining 27 years are 
then used to figure the check. 

So, we see that retirement checks 
are based on a fixed number of years 
determined by the time we become 
age 62. 

Disability and survivors checks are 
figured pretty much in the same way. 
The only difference is that the cut-off 
year is the year of disability or death, 
if before age 62. 

It has become more and more diffi¬ 
cult for a young person to estimate his 
or her retirement check because the 
indexing formula changes every year 
and is not known until shortly before 
a person arrives at age 62. The Social 
Security office can come up with a 
reasonable estimate for persons age 60 
or older, but for younger persons we 
can only provide an educated estimate, 
usually within the ballpark. 

We, at the Social Security office, 
encourage anyone approaching age 62, 
to phone or visit our office. We can 
then give them an estimate of their 
monthly check and tell them what 
proofs are needed at the time of filing. 

Remember — if you have a Social 
Security question, give the Social 
Security office a call. The folks there 
will be glad to help. 

Social Security bulletin 
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SOUTHERN ILLINOIS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE BEAUTY PAGEANT AUGUST 12, 1983 
The 1982 Miss Southern, Erika June Washer of Brookport, with Jill Trimmer of Metropolis, second runner-up (left), and 
Stephanie Kay Knight of Goreville, first runner-up (right). Watch your REN/JAMUP for details and entry forms. 
Southern's annual meeting August 12 will provide some lovely young person the opportunity to become Miss Southern 
of 1983. 

Energy 
By GLENN KESSEL 
Century High School 

The greatest challenges we face 
today are to develop a national energy 
policy with programs to eliminate 
wastes, conserve energy, protect the 
environment, and produce economical 
energy needed in the future. No other 
domestic issue is as overwhelming for 
every American as is the energy crises. 
We in America still have an opportun¬ 
ity to choose how we will live in the 
future. It is important that we speak 
up in support of officials who are 
working to shape energy policies for 

June 1983 

and the way 
our nation that are productive. An 
energy-rich America can be attained if 
we act now. 

Waste disposal programs for coal 
have been estimated to be up to 
twenty-five percent of the overall 
capital cost of the plants. By-products 
of coal combustion that are under the 
environmental control system are 
sludge and fly ash. Even though the 
cost is high, the controls have been 
relatively effective. Nuclear wastes will 
continue to be produced and they will 
have to be managed. Several safe tech¬ 
niques have been developed to dispose 

we live 
of nuclear waste. Power plants are 
waiting for government to select a 
federal repository to implement the 
disposal program. 

Conserving energy is an element of 
our lives that we have direct control 
over. Individuals can help by practic¬ 
ing energy efficient measures such as 
turning the thermostat down to a little 
cooler temperature in the winter, using 
less hot water and buying appliances 
that are energy efficient. People in 
communities can work together to 
utilize public transit and form car-pool 

centers. Computer analysis is another 
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ESSAY FINALISTS TOUR SPRINGFIELD IN APRIL 
Pictured on the steps of the Old State Capitol are the twelve high school students awarded the Springfield tour as their 
prize for participation in S.I.E.C.'s annual essay contest. They are, first row, from left, Teresa Poole, Jonesboro; Annelise 
Hill, Anna; Alan Shearer, Grand Chain and Rodney McIntosh, Pulaski. Second row, from left, Carol Duty, chaperone; 
Mary Margaret Lewis, Anna; Kenna Youngblood, Dongola; Jonni Murray, Dongola and Dale Sadler, Dongola. Third row, 
from left, Ron Med I in, chaperone; Glenn Allen Kessel, LMin; Raymond Munoz, Cobden; Cynthia Ritter, Ullin and Treg 
Brown, Anna. During their day in the capital, they also toured the Executive Mansion, Lincoln's Home, Capitol and 
Illinois State Museum. 

Energy 

method people can use to learn 
exactly where they are losing the most 
heat or cooling energy from their 
houses. Each family in the community 
would then have data on which to base 
their decisions for energy-saving 
improvements. 

Protecting the environment is 
another important consideration. 
Some geologists report that an 800- 
year supply of coal is available. Envi¬ 
ronmental protection laws prevent 
coal from being utilized on a large 
scale until we learn how to burn it 
with fewer offensive emissions. More 
research is needed to discover how to 
synthesize coal safely and econom¬ 
ically into liquid and gaseous forms. 
Extracting the fuels has also become 
more expensive. One example is min¬ 
ing which takes much time and money 
for the restoration of the land. Higher 
grades of coal and oil which pollute 
less, cost more, for they must be 
refined more extensively. Research to 
help control pollution and to develop 

new ways of producing energy means 
spending money now without imme¬ 
diate financial returns. 

So we have started looking to alter¬ 
native fuel sources. Solar energy can 
be used to perform many energy tasks. 
It will heat a home, run a car and pro¬ 
duce electricity. But the receptors are 
bulky and extremely expensive when 
used to produce electricity. As with 

solar energy, natural steam is also free. 
The steam from geysers turns turbines 
which produce electricity, but the 
geysers are few and far between and 
the power plants are expensive and 
take too long to build because of little 
research. Then there is the burning of 
waste materials in place of gas, coal, or 
oil. This is impractical and produces 
much waste. 

Not all is lost. There is nuclear 
power which is probably the answer 
to our future energy needs. Today, 
nuclear power provides over eleven 
percent of our electricity. Within the 
next twenty years it may provide 
twenty-seven percent. Although its 
promise is great, nuclear power plants 
have not been built very quickly 
because of environmental, site and 
cost problems. These are just some of 
the plans and ideas being worked on 
today for future energy needs. 

In the meantime we have to make 
efficient use of the energy we have. 
This problem requires action and 
commitment from everyone in our 
society: the government, power sup¬ 
pliers, farmers and consumers. Each 
group has a responsibility and an obli¬ 
gation to help assure conservation 
practices, costs of energy, substitution 
of electricity for disappearing fossil 
fuel resources and on-going research 
and development. 

The government must continue to 
develop and implement state and 
national energy policies and priorities. 

It must continue to practice and 
encourage the conservation of present 
resources and keep citizens informed 
of their responsibilities in an energy 
tight society. 

Power suppliers need our support 
and encouragement to research for 
alternative fuel sources. Suppliers must 
also educate consumers about costs of 
energy and conservation practices. 

While amounting to only three per¬ 
cent of all the energy used in the 
country, the energy required to keep 
our farms in operation is vital and 
becoming more expensive. Farmers 
can help by making less trips across 
the fields, and letting the grain dry as 
much as possible in the field. 

As a consumer, I believe that the 
solution to our energy crisis will not 
be found so much in the implementa¬ 
tion of new, more sophisticated and 
centralized technologies as it will in 

our increasing self-reliance and com¬ 
munity cooperation. Community 
energy centers are springing up across 
the country to demonstrate supple¬ 
mental energy sources such as: 

• solar greenhouses attached to the 
side of a house 

• spring water systems combined s 

with a heat pump that can both heat 
and cool a home 

• production of solar window 
heaters 

By facing these challenges, using 
our creativity and making the needed 
changes we can all be winners. 
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Pre-season low prices 
All 1982 models in stock 

still at 1982 prices 

FASHIONAIRE™ 
ROOM AIR CONDITIONER 

• 115 Volts, 12.0 Amps 
• Air Exchange (Vent) 
• 10 Position Thermostat 
• 2 Fan/2 Cooling Speeds 

12,000 BTU 
SUPERTHRUST™ 
HI-EFFICIENCY* 
ROOM AIR CONDITIONER 

• Energy Saver Switch 
• Air Exchange (Vent) 
•10 Position Thermostat 
• 3 Fan/3 Cooling Speeds 

14,500 BTU 
SUPERTHRUST™ 
HI-EFFICIENCY* 
ROOM AIR CONDITIONER 

• Energy Saver Switch 
• Air Exchange (Vent) 
• 10 Position Thermostat 
• 3 Fan/3 Cooling Speeds 

SUPERTHRUST™ 
ROOM AIR CONDITIONER 

•10 Position Thermostat 
• 2 Fan/2 Cooling Speeds 
• Powerful Air Discharge 
• Air Exchange (Vent) 

$675 
22,900 BTU ^ 
SUPERTHRUST™ 
ROOM AIR CONDITIONER 

• Air Exchange (Vent) 
• 10 Position Thermostat 
• 2 Fan/2 Cooling Speeds 
• Powerful Air Discharge 

SUPERTHRUST™ 
ROOM AIR CONDITIONER 

• Energy Saver Switch 
• Air Exchange (Vent) 
•10 Position Thermostat 
• 3 Fan/3 Cooling Speeds 

Limited quantities 

Self delivery prices 
12c June 1983 



Social Security bulletin 
By ROBERT R. DRONE 

District Manager 
Carbondale 

The automatic Social Security 
benefit increase based on the cost of 
living, previously effective each July, 
will be delayed for six months, to 
January 1984, under a new law 
designed to strengthen the Social 
Security system. 

The purpose of the delay is to save 
the system money and to help it regain 
its financial strength. Largely because 
of economic conditions in recent 
years, Social Security has had an 
increasing severe financial problem. 

The new law is designed to meet 
the problem both in the near-term and 

into the years after the turn of the 
century. Other changes made by the 
new law provide additional income to 
the system. They include: 

• The Social Security tax rate 
increase scheduled under previous law 
for 1985 will go into effect in 1984. 
The new 1984 rate will be 7.0 percent 
each for employees and employers, 
up from the previous rate of 6.7 per¬ 
cent. But, employees will receive a tax 
credit against 1984 taxes of 0.3 per¬ 
cent, which will be given when taxes 
are deducted from wages. In effect, 
1984 employee taxes will remain at 
the level set under previous law. Also, 
part of the tax rate increase scheduled 
for 1990 will go into effect in 1988. 

• Starting in 1984, the Social 
Security self-employed tax rate will 
be equal to the combined employee- 
employer tax on wages. This will be 
14.0 percent for 1984. Previously the 
rate for self-employed people was 
about IVi times the employee rate. 

Under the new law, self-employed 
people will receive a self-employment 
tax credit of 2.7 percent of self- 
employment income for 1984; 2.3 per¬ 
cent for 1985 and 2.0 percent for 
1986-1989. After 1989, these credits 
will be replaced with deductions 
designed to treat the self-employed in 
much the same manner as employees 
and employers are treated for Social 
Security and income tax purposes. 

Look up and live 

Plan ahead for 
preserving 

your harvest 
While waiting for those vegetable 

seeds to do their thing and present you 
with a bumper crop for eating and can¬ 
ning, there’s no point in just sitting in 
the garden and talking to the seeds. As 
Confucius would have said if he’d 
thought about it, “A watched bean 
never sprouts.” Spend the time, 
instead, getting your canning equip¬ 
ment in order. For just about all vege¬ 
tables except tomatoes, you will need 
a steam-pressure canner. If you inher¬ 
ited yours from somebody’s attic, you 
might do better by getting a new one. 
The old one may be okay if the 
instructions for its use are still avail¬ 
able as well as replaceable parts. 

To get your equipment ready: 
Draw a string or narrow strip of cloth 
through the pet cock and safety-valve 
openings of your steam-pressure can¬ 
ner. Do this at the start and often dur¬ 
ing the canning season. 

Check the pressure gauge. Thor¬ 
oughly clean a weighted gauge. 

Check a dial gauge — whether old 
or new — before the canning season 
and also during the season if you use 
the canner often. Ask your county 
home demonstration agent, dealer or 
manufacturer about checking it. 

If you’re canning tomatoes or fruit 

Metal buildings, grain bins, augers, 
iron pipes, metal ladders, T.V. 
antennas, stacked hay bales, etc., near 
the power line can be fatal when con¬ 
tact is made. Be very careful. It can 
also be very dangerous when children 
climb trees if electrical lines are near. 
Please check your premises. Many fatal 

accidents result in rural America each 
year from similar circumstances. 

Don’t risk installing an antenna or 
mast if it could possibly fall within 
several feet of an electric service wire. 

Since mobile farm equipment has 
grown in size and height in recent 

— they’re acid foods — you can use a 
water-bath canner. If your steam- 
pressure canner is deep enough, you 
can use it for a water bath. Put on the 
cover, but do not fasten it. Leave the 
pet cock wide open so the steam 
escapes. 

Check glass jars and wash in hot, 

years, also C.B. antennas on top of 
equipment, it is important that opera¬ 
tors of such equipment be very 
cautious of the hazards of contacting 
overhead electrical lines, especially 
entering fields and driveways, etc. 

We have stressed many times not to 
construct buildings, grain bins, etc., 
under power lines. Talk with the 
Engineering Department at your Coop¬ 
erative about locations and possible 
hazards that need to be considered. 
Phone (618) 827-3555 for advice on 
construction of bins, metal buildings, 
well drilling, etc. 

soapy water and rinse well. Discard 
any with cracks, chips, dents, or rust. 
Defects prevent airtight seals. 

For detailed information on home 
canning of fruits and vegetables, write 
for a free bulletin to: Home Canning 
of Fruits and Vegetables, Agriculture 
Radio, Washington, D.C. 20250. 
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Large frame upper left: center piece is a ceremonial mace from Oklahoma. 
Center upper frame: white piece is corner tange knife. Right upper frame: 
bottom rock is a 10,000-15,000-year-old Folsom. The mace and all large points 
were used as ceremonial pieces. (More photos on page 12b.) 

All-American rock stars 
Terry Keller, a native of Union 

County, has made a hobby of collect¬ 
ing Indian artifacts since 1965, when 
he was introduced to this fascinating 
study by a friend. Since that time, his 
collection has grown to an estimated 
15,000 or more pieces. 

Terry proudly displays his findings 
throughout his home in the rural 
Dqngola area. Frames of arrowheads 
adorn the walls and glass cases of all 
shapes and sizes present the vast 
assortment of axes, projectile points, 
grain grinders, paint pots, spear points 
and pottery in his collection. 

The majority of these were found 
locally. He explained that these hills 
and ridges were ancient habitat of the 

roving tribes and during those days the 
land between these crests were water 
covered until the Ohio River changed 
its course. He has spent many hours 
combing these ridges and fields, 
especially after cultivation. 

There are some 'items Terry has 
traded for and on occasion purchased 
for his display. Among his favorite 
relics is an arrowhead of alibates flint 
originating in Texas which is the size 
of a dime. Of all his collection, Terrv 
was most pleased to exhibit the pots 
of ancient man. Terry’s wife, Barbara, 
has grown especially fond of the 
pottery; a rattlehead pot from South¬ 
east Missouri, the effigy pot from 
Pemiscott County, Missouri, with fish¬ 

like fins, all dating back to the 1600- 
1700’s. 

This collection also houses a piece 
which has been documented since 
1940 when it was listed in the “Who’s 
Who in Indian Artifacts IV.” It is a 
serrated-edge knife dating to the Early 
Mississippian Age, perhaps some 5,000 
years old. 

Flint from the Mill Creek area of 
Southern Illinois was used to produce 
some Indian implements and was 
transported all over the country. He 
obtained a notched hoe from the 
Kennett, Missouri, area, made of flint 
from his home county. This notched 
hoe was used as a farming implement. 
He also has many projectile points 
which were never put on arrows but 
used instead as a knife or spear. 

On one occasion, he and Barbara 
were washing relics and found a 
broken stone, which they put aside as 
of little worth. That was in 1973. 
Three years later, while they were per¬ 
forming the same task, a curious piece 
of rock drew their attention. Upon 
examination, they found that it fit 
perfectly with the broken stone to 
form a grooved axe. 

This was an example, he explained, 
of a “tainted” piece. Articles buried 
with deceased persons, when 
uncovered in later years, were tainted 
because of the owner’s death and 
therefore broken; it is described as a 
“killed piece.” 

During the past 18 years, as the 
collection increased in size, each new 
find has been carefully cataloged. 
Terry7 has provided demonstrations for 
schools and youth groups and also 
enjoys attending and displaying at 
local rock shows. A favorite pastime of 
his is when, as he says, “I talk and lie 
to other rock nuts.” 

The secret of his success thus far 
might be detected in the statement, 
“Never tell the truth about where one 
finds a rock.” 

July 1983 
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All-American rock stars 

Large pot at top is rattle-head pot. 

Lower right, a notched hoe. Lower 

center, a curved war blade of Mill 
Creek flint. Pots were ail acquired in 

Southeast Missouri. Three axes from 

Acoma, Navajo and Apache nations. 
Grooved axes and celts from South¬ 

east Missouri and Southern Illinois. 

The funny looking notched flint piece 

dose to center is Cherokee and comes 

from Tennessee having no known use 

(a whats-it). 

Case left: serrated edge knife, bone needle and broken blade from Mill Creek flint factory. Case right: three deeply fluted 

clovis points and several Daltons (my favorites). The blade, large and small, was one of early man's main tools. 

Left: Killed and tainted piece belonging to the dead. 

Above: Notched hoe or squaw hoe found in Kennett, 

Missouri, made of Mill Creek flint. Flint was a great trade 

item. The hoe itself was probably made in one of the Mill 

Creek workshops. 
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Pre-season low prices 
All 1982 models in stock 

still at 1982 prices 

9,700 BTU 
FASHIONAIRE™ 
ROOM AIR CONDITIONER 

•115 Volts, 12.0 Amps 
• Air Exchange (Vent) 
• 10 Position Thermostat 
• 2 Fan/2 Cooling Speeds 

SUPERTHRUST™ 
HI-EFFICIENCY* 
ROOM AIR CONDITIONER 

• Energy Saver Switch 
• Air Exchange (Vent) 
• 10 Position Thermostat 
• 3 Fan/3 Cooling Speeds 

14,500 BTU 
SUPERTHRUST™ 
HI-EFFICIENCY* 
ROOM AIR CONDITIONER 

• Energy Saver Switch 
• Air Exchange (Vent) 
• 10 Position Thermostat 
• 3 Fan/3 Cooling Speeds 

SUPERTHRUST™ 
ROOM AIR CONDITIONER 

•10 Position Thermostat 
• 2 Fan/2 Cooling Speeds 
• Powerful Air Discharge 
• Air Exchange (Vent) 

$675 
22,900 BTU ^ 
SUPERTHRUST™ 
ROOM AIR CONDITIONER 

• Air Exchange (Vent) 
• 10 Position Thermostat 
• 2 Fan/2 Cooling Speeds 
• Powerful Air Discharge 

23,600 BTU S710 

SUPERTHRUST™ 
ROOM AIR CONDITIONER 

• Energy Saver Switch 
• Air Exchange (Vent) 
• 10 Position Thermostat 
• 3 Fan/3 Cooling Speeds 

Limited quantities 
Self delivery prices 
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SIEC beauty pageant August 12,1983 
The highlight of the 44th Annual 

Members’ Meeting to be held at Shaw¬ 
nee College, Ullin, will be the crown¬ 
ing of “Miss Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative, 1983.” The pageant 
offers daughters of cooperative mem¬ 
bers the opportunity to compete for 

the expense-paid trip to Washington, 
D.C., with the essay contest winners. 

Eligible girls may enter the contest 
by completing and mailing the 
attached entry form. Do this imme¬ 
diately! 

RULES 
Entrant must be a member of a 

family residing in a home served with 
electricity from Southern Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative. 

Entrant must be unmarried, 
between the ages of 16 and 22. 

Previous first-place winners are not 
eligible. 

Candidates will appear in formals 
and swim suits (other than bikini). 

(The cooperative does not bear the 

winner’s clothing expense.) 
First Prize: Trophy, Sash, $100 

Cash and Trip to Washington, D.C. 
Second Prize: $75 Cash and Gift. 

(In event First Prize winner cannot go 
to Washington, Second Prize has the 
opportunity.) 

Third Prize: $50 Cash and Gift. 
Consolation Prize: $10 Cash to 

each entry. 
Entries will be judged as follows: 

Beauty: 25% Facial, 25% Figure; 
Poise: 10% Posture, 5% Grace; Person¬ 
ality-. 15% Charm, 10% Grooming; 
Ability: 5% Past Achievements, 5% 
Talent or Domestic Ability. 

Beauty Pageant Entry Form 
I agree to abide by the rules set forth herein and I herewith give my permission 
for the Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative to use my picture and name for 
any publicity purposes in connection with the contest. I understand that if I 
should win the contest and be unable to participate in cooperative activities, 
an alternate may be selected in the manner described. 

Name ———-—   

Address        

Account No Age  Date of Birth   
(obtain from billing book) 
Parents' Name    

(Applicant) 

I certify that this information is true to the best of my knowledge. Please 
accept my entry in the Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative Beauty Contest. 

Signed  
If living with other than parents give name and address of person you live with. 

From left, Harvey Schmidt, Adams Electrical Co-Operative; 
Michael L. Radciiff, Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative, 
president of Accountants' Section, and J. L. Eddleman, 
Southern. 

From left, Larry Lovell, office manager; Joyce Churchill, 
accountant, J. L. Eddleman, assistant manager, and Janet 
Eddleman, work order clerk. 

Lowell Eddleman honored 
Assistant manager J. Lowell Eddleman was honored May 

12 at the Annual Meeting of the Accountants’ Section of 
the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives. Eddleman 
has served S.I.E.C. 38 years, beginning his employment 
January 12, 1946, and is a past president of the association. 

Also present at the meeting were Larry Lovell, Office 
Manager; Joyce Churchill, Accountant; and Janet Eddle¬ 
man, Work Order Clerk. Instruction in specialized segments 
of the accounting procedure was received in addition to the 
award presentation. 
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New rates 
for use with 

October 1st 
meter 

reading 

New rate schedules are being mailed 
this month to all members of Southern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative. The rates 
are effective Sept. 1, 1983 and are to 
be used with the Oct. 1, 1983 meter 
reading. The new rates amount to an 
increase of $4.73 at the 1,000-kwh 
level. 

The board of directors made the 
decision reluctantly, only after review¬ 
ing financial forecasts and operating 
history and determining that new 
revenue is absolutely necessary to 
ensure the cooperative’s financial 
health and its continued ability to 

supply reliable electric service to our 
members. 

As reported at the 1983 annual 
meeting, the heavy rate hikes are 
behind the cooperative. In the next 
several years, you will see a much 
slower growth in rates. Any member 
with questions on the new rates, or on 
any aspect of the cooperative’s opera¬ 
tion, is urged to call the cooperative 
office, 827-3555. 

The following chart shows old and 
new assessments at various levels of 
consumption. 

KWH/ Farm & Home Farm & Home All Electric All Electric 
Mo. Existing Rate * New Rate * Existing Rate * New Rate * 

100 $ 17.48 $ 18.48 $ 17.48 $ 18.48 
200 26.30 27.77 26.30 27.77 
300 35.12 37.07 35.12 37.07 
400 43.94 46.36 43.94 46.36 
500 52.76 55.65 52.76 55.65 
600 58.43 61.69 58.43 61.69 
700 64.10 67.73 64.10 67.73 
800 69.77 73.76 69.77 73.76 
900 75.44 79.80 75.44 79.80 

1000 81.11 85.84 81.11 85.84 
1200 92.45 97.91 91.82 97.18 
1400 103.79 109.99 102.53 108.52 
1600 115.13 122.06 113.24 119.86 
1800 126.47 134.14 123.95 131.20 
2000 137.81 146.21 134.66 142.54 
2500 166.16 176.40 161.44 170.89 
3000 194.51 206.59 188.21 199.24 
3 500 222.86 23.6.78 214.99 227.59 
4000 251.21 266.96 241.76 255.94 
4500 279.56 297.15 268.54 284.29 
5000 307.91 327.34 295.31 312.64 

* Includes State Utility Tax 
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44th annual meeting of the members 
Southern Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 

tive realized its 44th year as a member- 
owned distribution system with a well 
attended meeting of the members Aug. 
12 at Shawnee Community College, 
Ullin. 

The meeting was called to order by 
Raymond C. Snell, president of the 
board of directors. William Winters, 
pastor of the Pulaski Christian Church, 
performed the invocation for the 
assembly. Immediately following the 
National Anthem, assistant manager 
Lowell Eddleman conducted the draw¬ 
ing for the five early-bird prizes. Of 
special interest was the 19-inch port¬ 
able color television donated by Jim’s 
Electric Co., Inc. of Jacksonville, Ark., 
which was won by Mr. and Mrs. David 
Watson, Metropolis. 

Cooperative manager Tim Reeves 
extended a welcome to all members 
who had come to participate in 
proceedings of the evening. 

Dennis Keiser, director of member 
services, Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives, Springfield, emceed the 
beauty pageant and introduced the 
contestants in their swimsuits. 

The business meeting continued 
with reports by the secretary-treasurer 
Glenn Tripp and president Snell. Larry 
Might, secretary of the nominating 
committee, read the minutes of their 
meeting during which the incumbent 
directors were nominated for reelec¬ 
tion. Ron Osman, attorney for the 
board, explained the by-laws regarding 
election of officers, nominating com¬ 
mittee and qualification of directors. 

Nominees were Bob J. Dry, Union 
County; Milo Thurston, Pulaski 
County; Richard Moss, Alexander 
County; and Tom J. Walker, nom¬ 
inated by petition from Pulaski 

County. The election was held by 
written ballot with Richard D. Moss 
receiving 202, Milo Thurston 152 Tom 
J. Walker 72, and Bob J. Ury 207. 
Moss, Thurston and Ury were 
reelected for three-year terms from 
their respective areas. 

Election judges for the ballot were 
Gurley Stubblefield, Miles Hartman, 
Chuck Bonifield and Larry Might. 

Manager Reeves presented his 
annual report to the members in which 
he stated the largest expense to the 

system is continuing to be the cost of 
wholesale power purchased from 
Southern Illinois Power Cooperative, 
Marion. Southern Illinois Power is 
owned by the three southernmost elec¬ 
tric cooperatives in the state of Illi¬ 
nois. Increases in kwh’s purchased and 
kwh sold indicate some improvement 
in the economy. Total margins for 
1982 were $489,017. 

As entertainment for the evening, 
the Society for the Preservation of 
Barbershop Quartet Singing in 
America performed their harmony. A 
medley of old-fashioned love songs, 
all-American standards and some very 
energetic humorous numbers were 
enjoyed by everyone. 

Cynthia Ritter, 1983 essay tour 
winner, commented on her opportun¬ 
ity to visit Washington, D. C. with the 
Illinois tour group in June. 

Manager Reeves presented Ray 
Toler, a 25-year employee of the coop¬ 
erative, a gold watch in appreciation of 
his years of service. 

Dennis Keiser, pageant emcee, then 
returned the beauty contestants to the 
stage for their final appearance in 
evening gowns. While the judges of the 
pageant considered their choices, Erika 
June Washer, Miss Southern Illinois of 
1982, came to the microphone to 
express her gratitude for the benefits 
enjoyed as being Miss Southern, and 
the experiences she had gained. 

Judges for the beauty pageant were 
Boyd Butler, SIU, Carbondale; Rex 
Karnes, SIU, Carbondale; Joyce 

Mowery Smith, Cairo; and Joy Castle 
Fox, Cairo. 

The winners of the pageant were 
announced and gifts awarded by presi¬ 
dent Snell and Miss Southern 1982, 
Erika Washer. 

The new board retired to the cafe¬ 
teria to elect officers for the coming 
year. Officers were nominated to 
retain their present position on the 
board, and reelected by acclamation: 
Raymond C> Snell, president; 
Lawrence Wilke, vice-president; Glenn 
Tripp, secretary-treasurer; and 
Timothy W. Reeves, executive vice- 
president. 

Drawing for the 29 door prizes was 
conducted by assistant manager 
Eddleman. A listing of these prizes, 
the vendor by which they were 
donated, and the recipient of the 
drawing will be listed in a later issue of 
the JAMUP. Winner of the 40-gallon 
Rheem electric hot water heater 
donated by Guy Gray Supply, 
Paducah, Ky., was Milford R. House, 
Grand Chain. Winner of the General 
Electric portable color TV with stand, 
donated by General Electric Co. of 
St. Louis and Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative, was Mr. and Mrs. Doyle 
Lingle, Dongola. 

The cooperative is fortunate to 
have Shawnee College as a setting for 
our annual meeting program. We 
appreciate the facility and its con¬ 
veniences and extend our gratitude to 
the staff and personnel for their assis¬ 
tance in our endeavor. 

Registration of the members involving verification of membership on file and 
connections qualifying for drawing. 
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Jonni Jahnae Murray 

Miss Southern 
Ilinois Electric 

Cooperative 
1983 

Shown here at the dose of the competition for Miss Southern 1983, are, from 
left: first runner-up Melanie Han/Hie, 16-year-old daughter of Melvin and Ethel 
HarviHe, Joppa. Melanie is a student at Joppa High School and is active in Future 

Homemakers, Pep Club, AH Club and Future Business Leaders of America. A 
member of marching band, she also enjoys singing. Her hobbies include swim¬ 
ming, bike riding and volleyball. She plans to attend Shawnee College. Kimberly 
Kay Jensen, (middle), second runner-up, is the 16-year-old daughter of Elaine 
Walden and Gerald Jensen, Thebes. Kimberly is a student at Egyptian High 

School and is active in Beta Club, Recreation dub, Science Club, Future Busi¬ 
ness Leaders of America and cheerleading. She enjoys sports and sewing. She 
plans to attend Southeast Missouri State University and major in business admin¬ 
istration. (On right) Melissa Lyn Willmes, Miss Congeniality, 17-year-old 
daughter of Loren and Julia Willmes, Metropolis. She is a student at Massac 

County High School and is active in German Club, Future Homemakers, year¬ 
book staff and team sports. She enjoys working on the farm with her animals 
and is planning a degree in elementary education. 

Jonni Jahnae Murray, 17, daughter 
of John and Nancy Murray, Rural 
Route, Dongola, earned the title of 
Miss Southern, Aug. 12, 1983, at the 
annual meeting of the members held at 
Shawnee Community College gymna¬ 
sium. 

Jonni is a senior at Dongola Unit 
School, where she is a member of the 
National Honor Society, High School 

Student of the Year in 1983, varsity 
cheerleader, and a member of annual 
staff, softball, basketball and track 
teams, and band. 

In addition to her many academic 
accomplishments, she has placed as 
state finalist in Miss United Teen 
Pageant; been chosen to participate in 
the Illinois Governmental Internship 
Program for the first semester of her 
senior year, in Springfield, received 
superior ratings in musical competition 
on the state level; and has been a 4-H 
champion in showmansip and horse¬ 
manship competition for the past 
three years. 

Jonni is planning to attend S.I.U. to 
study communications, computer 
science and Spanish, after which she 
will attend law school to become a 
practicing attorney. 

The new “Miss Southern” will take 
the “Youth to Washington” tour in 
June 1984, accompanying the Illinois 
essay contest winners, as part of her 
prize. 

Notice 
Your billing booklet should 
reach you before Oct. 1, 1983. 
If you have not received the 
packet by that date, please 
call your Cooperative 
827-3555. 

office 
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Twelve lovely young ladies competed for the title of Miss Southern at the cooperative's annual meeting Aug. 12. From left 
to right, they are: Regina Newell, daughter of Ralph and Sandy Newell, Tamms; Denna G. Rider, daughter of Earnest and 
Joyce Rider, Dongola; Tamie Michaels, daughter of Ruth and Sam Michaels, Buncombe; Shelly Rowe, daughter of Ken 
and Joyce Rowe, Anna; Jennifer Wendling, daughter of Joe and Alice Wendling, Tamms; Melanie HarviHe, first runner-up, 
daughter of Melvin and Ethel HarviHe, Joppa; Nichole Marvel I, daugher of Michael and Thelma Marvel I, Tamms; Kelly 
Osman, daughter of Robert and Lorene Osman, Dongola; Kimberly Kay Jensen, second runner-up, daughter of Elaine 
Walden and Gerald Jensen, Thebes; Jonni J. Murray, "Miss Southern," daughter of John and Nancy Murray, Dongola; 
Melissa Lyn Willmes, "Miss Congeniality," daughter of Loren and Julia Willmes, Metropolis. Vashi Davis, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Roy L. Davis, Joppa. 

Social Security bulletin 
By BOB DRONE 

Social Security District Manager, Carbondale 

To help ensure the long-range stability of the Social 
Security system, one provision of the recent Social Secur¬ 
ity amendments gradually raises the age at which unreduced 
retirement benefits are payable from the present level of 65 
to 67 by the year 2027. 

The retirement age will be increased in steps for people 
becoming 62 in 2000-2005, reaching 66 for people age 62 
in the period 2005 through 2016. Then, starting in 2017, 
the retirement age will again be increased in steps for 
people becoming 62 in 2017-2022, reaching 67 for people 
attaining age 62 in 2022 and after. 

When the new law is fully phased in, a person could 
receive benefits at 62, as now, but the benefit rate will be 
lower than the rate payable at 62 under present law. Now, a 
person retiring at 62 gets 80 percent of the amount payable 
at 65. When the increase in the retirement age becomes 
fully effective, a worker retiring at 62 will get a benefit 
equal to 70 percent of the age 67 benefit. 

The increases will affect workers born after 1937. Medi¬ 
care will still be available to workers at 65 as it is now. 

ENERGY-CONSERVATION ISSUE NEXT MONTH 

In the October issue of the Illinois Rural Electric 
News, Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative will 
include a special issue of the JAMUP. 

We will publish an eight-page energy-use guide 
entitled, “Your Family Is Unique.” It features a 
number of topics, including information on how 
individual families’ lifestyles affect usage, monitoring 
daily, weekly and monthly electricity use, estimating 
electricity use and trouble-shooting in the event of a 
problem. 

It is designed to be a year-round guide to assist 
you in your effort to control energy use. Please 
remove the special insert from the regular magazine 
and keep it in a handy place for future reference. 

Milford R. House, Grand Chain, winner of the 40 gallon 
Rheem electric hot water heater donated by the Guy Gray 
Supply, Paducah, KY 

Mr. and Mrs. Doyle Lingle, Dongola, winners of the General 
Electric portable color television with stand, donated by 
the Genera! Electric Co., St. Louis, MO and Southern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative. 
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As the cost of energy goes up, 
more and more people are concerned 
about their rising utility bills and are 
looking for ways to control their 
energy use. 

The best way to do this is to be 
aware of how much energy you use 
each month and how it is being used 
in your home and on your farm. This 
involves learning how to read your 
meter, keeping track of energy use, 
and using your meter as a tool to 
locate problems. 

In this way, you can budget your 
energy use just like you budget for 
groceries and other household items. 

Take a few moments now to work 
through this guide. Then, if you still 
have questions about electrical use 
and costs, call your electric coopera¬ 
tive. We re here to help! 

FAMILY IS 



Your Lifestyle can make a Difference! 
You know, YOG have complete con¬ 

trol over how YOG use YOGR electricity. 
YOG choose the ingredients that are 
necessary for YOG to maintain YOGR 
standard of living. 

The WAY YOG LIVE and the WAY 
YOG GSE your electrical appliances 
have a greater impact on your con¬ 
sumption of electricity than the 
NGMBER of appliances you have. 

This pie chart shows the amount of 
energy used in the residential sector 
nationwide. 

We in Illinois have relatively good 
lifestyles, and we tend to use more 
energy than the national average. This 
applies to all forms of energy— not 
just electricity. 

Let’s take a look at some of. these 
“lifestyle considerations” that can make 
your electric bill appear to be higher 
than “normal.” 

Family Size 
Let’s face it, there is a direct relation¬ 

ship between the number of people 
living at home and the amount of 
energy that is used. That’s especially 
true if you have teenagers at home. In 
addition, if friends and relatives are visit¬ 
ing, you can expect to use more energy 
for cooking, baking, laundry, and hot 
water. 

Space Heating & Cooling 
From a comfort standpoint, most of 

us prefer to be relatively cool in sum¬ 
mer and warm in winter. Others prefer 
temperature extremes. In Illinois, 
humidity playsan important part incur 
year-round comfort, too. If we operate 
dehumidifiers in summer (and, to a 
lesser degree, humidifiers in winter), 
this contributes to our household 
energy consumption because they tend 
to run continuously. Portable space 
heaters, air conditioners, and fans in 
such places as the garage and base¬ 
ment also contribute to our energy 
consumption. 

Refrigeration 8% 

Air Conditioning 7% 

Lighting 6% 

Cooking 4% 

Clothes Drying 3% 
Other Uses 4% 

By taking a look at our “comfort” 
lifestyle in terms of maintaining relative 
humidity and temperature, we can use 
energy wisely in many ways. These 
range from adding insulation, weather¬ 
stripping and caulking to simply turning 
down the heat and turning off the air 
conditioning in rooms not used. 

Water Heating 
About 15% of the energy used in the 

average American home is for water 
heating. Hot water plays a very impor¬ 
tant role in everyone’s lifestyle — but 
many lifestyles require substantial quan¬ 
tities of hot water, and that results in 
higher energy use. 

Ask yourself some of the following 
questions ... 

“When I take a bath, do I use hot 
water sparingly, or is the tub completely 
full of water?” 

“Do I take short showers, or do I stay 
in the shower until the hot water gets 
cold?” 

“Do 1 repair leaky faucets, or simply 
let them drip and waste hot water?” 

“Do I operate automatic washers and 
dishwashers with a full load, or just 
whenever it’s convenient? (like with a 
pair of jeans or just a few dishes)?” 

Appliance Use 
We have a host of time and labor 

saving appliances available to help us 
do our work whenever we need their 
service. As you work through this guide, 
you may notice how many more electri¬ 
cal servants you have than you 
expected. These appliances work for 
you around the clock, whenever you 
choose to use them. But wise use of 
appliances can have a positive effect on 
your energy consumption. 

For example, ask yourself questions 
like these ... 

“Do I turn off lights when a room is 
not in use, or do I leave them on?” 

“Does my television set entertain the 
entire family, or does it entertain an 
empty room?” 

“Do I leave the oven on ‘warm’ for a| 
extended period of time, or do I cook 
many dishes at once and then turn the 
oven off?” 

These are prime considerations that | 
affect the amount of electricity you use 
to maintain your lifestyle. All American! 
are part of the residential sector, and a| 
spirited energy management consciou{ 
ness is likely to start at home. 

The effects of a home and farm 
energy management program can pay| 
big dividends! 

Why is my electric bill 
higher than my neighbor^? 

You just answered this question your 
self. It’s YOGR electric bill, and it reflect) 
the amount of electricity consumed b> 
YOG and YOGR FAMILY in YOGR HOM( 
and on YOGR FARM. 

Your neighbor may have a completel 
different set of circumstances ... differ! 
ent number of people living at home, 
different lifestyle, different size home, 
different farming equipment and meth-l 
ods, etc. These and many other factor^ 
make a comparison with your neighbc 
less than meaningful. 



Meter Monitor 
You can do something about your electric bill 

Gsing our handy Meter Monitor Chart, 
take a few minutes each day (preferably at 
the same time) and jot down the reading 
on your electric meter. Start the first of 
the month. 

By subtracting the previous day’s read¬ 
ing from the current reading each day 
you get the number of kilowatt hours 
used during that 24-hour period. By 
adding the daily figures into a weekly 
total, you can see how much — and 

when your family used power during that 
month. 

Your meter does not lie. When it 
records more electricity being used, try to 
find out why, by looking at your family’s 
activities during that period ... was the 
tractor or car heater on more than nor¬ 
mal? Was the weather colder than 
normal? Was it a wash day? See what 
activities, if any, can be altered to use 
energy wisely. 

KWH Usage  

= (P/KWH (average cost per KWH)  

End of 
Month Reading 

Amount of Bill _ 
AMT 
KWH 

Note: To obtain daily KWH usage, subtract previous day’s reading from current 
day’s reading. 
Daily 

Reading 
KWH 

Used Daily 
Record of Daily Activities that 
Affect Your Energy Use 

1 1 

2 2 

3 3 
4 4 

5 5 

6 6 

7 7 

Weekly Total 

8 8 

9 9 

10 10 

11 11 

12 12 

13 13 
14 14 

Weekly Total 

15 15 

16 16 
17 17 

18 18 
19 19 
20 20 
21 21 
Weekly Total 

22 22 
23 23 
24 24 
25 25 
26 26 
27 27 
28 28 
Weekly Total 

29 29 
30 30 
31 31 
Extra Days Total 

MONTHLY TOTAL 

Monthly Total KWH Usage X Average Cost Per KWH = Estimated Bill 

X 

Budget Cushion 

Budget Figure 



A Guide to Calculate Energy tls 

Average Monthly Your Estimated 
Appliance Wattage KWH Monthly KWH 

Air Conditioner (room) 1000 (varies) 1 KWH/hour 
(central) 2500-3500 (varies) 2.5-3.5 KWH/hour 

Automatic Blanket 200 15 
Car Engine Heater 1000 1 KWH/hour 

Clock 4 3 

Clothes Dryer 4350 5 KWH/load 

Coffee Maker 850 8 
Dehumidifier (8V2 KWH per day if run continually) 300 200 

Dishwasher 1190 30-48 
Freezer, standard (12-15 cu. ft.) 350 100-190 
Freezer, frost-free (12-15 cu. ft.) 440 150-240 

Food Mixer or Blender 110 1 
Frying Pan 1200 15 

Furnace, Oil (cold months) 600 75 

Garbage Disposal 400 2 
Heater, Portable 1500 iy2 KWH/hour 
Hair Dryer 1250 3 
Humidifier 80 20 
Iron (hand) 1100 12 

Lighting (varies widely) 1600-4000 75-150 
Microwave 1450 16 

Radio 20 4 
Radio-Stereo 40 6 

Range 12000 100-150 
Refrigerator, standard (12'-16') 265 100-120 
Refrigerator, frost-free (16') 475 150-230 
Refrigerator, frost-free (20') 540 225-275 
Sewing Machine 75 1 

Television (Black & White, 4 hours per day) 50-100 6-12 
Television (Color, 4 hours per day) 250 30-40 
Toaster 1100 4 
Vacuum Cleaner 700 3 
Washing Machine (automatic) 600 8 
Water Heater (standard) 2500 (varies with family size) 400 
Water Heater (quick recovery) 4500 (varies with family size) 500 
Waterbed Heater (varies) 300 100 
Water Pump 750-1000 (Varies with depth) 40 

Home 
Total 

The average monthly kilowatt-hour consumption figures shown on this chart 
are based on normal use. Your electrical consumption may be higher or 
lower, depending on how you and other people in your home and on your 
farm use the various appliances and equipment. 



the Home and on the Farm* 
Your Estimated 

Equipment Average KWH Use Comments Monthly KWH 

Barn Cleaner 120 Annually   
Barn Lighting 60 per month   
Barn Ventilation (Dairy) Approx. 2.5 per cow, 

per month 
Clipper 1 per 10 hours of use 
Dairy Water Heater 1 per 4.1 gallon Heated from 50° to 150° at 

100% efficiency 
Engine Heater (tractor or truck) 1 to 2 per hour 1,000 to 2,000 watt 
Fence 7 per month 
Grain Dryer (No Heat) 1 per bushel Varies with weather and 

(Heated with electric heat) 2 per bushel moisture to be removed 
Grain Elevator 4 per 1,000 bushel 
Grain Grinder .2 per 100 lbs. 
Incubator 1 per 25 eggs set 
Milking Machine (Portable) 1.5 per cow per month 

(Pipeline) 2.5 per cow per month 
Milk Cooler (Can) 1 per 10 gallon 1/4 to 5 HP 

(Bulk) 11 per 100 gallon 1/2 to 7.5 HP 
Motor 1 per HP per hour Sizes Vz to 10 HP 
Poultry House Lighting 6 per 100 birds per month 
Poultry Water Warmer 1 per day 
Silo Unloader (Grass) 4 per ton 3 to 5 HP 

(Corn) 2.5 per ton 3 to 5 HP 
Tool Grinder .5 per hour of use 
Water Pump (Deep Well) 1.5 per 1,000 gallons At rate of 8 gallons per minute 

(Shallow Well) 1 per 1,000 gallons At rate of 8 gallons per minute 
Water Stock Tank Heater — Hog 193 per season Sheltered area 

Cattle 193 per season In barn 
Cattle 469 per season Open shed 

Cattle-Hog Combination 535 per season Open shed 
1,208 per season Open lot 

Welder 100 per year Variable 
Yard Lighting (Dusk to Dawn) 

175 watt mercury vapor 73 per month 
250 watt mercury vapor 105 per month 
400 watt mercury vapor 161 per month 

Farm 
Total 



How To Estimate Energy Use & Cost 
The wattage of appliances (equipment) and the amount of operating 

time can vary greatly. The following information will show you how to 
determine where the energy dollars are going in your home. 

STEP 1 Since the cost of electricity is determined by the number of kilowatt-hours (KWH) 
used during a billing period, the first step is to determine your average cost per 
kilowatt-hour. 

A , $ amount of electric bill ,-^..011- $72 Avg. KWH Cost = — -vAK/im c. 
KWH used 

EXAMPLE: 
1200 KWH 

$.06 per KWH 

STEP 2 Since the wattage of an appliance (equipment) determines the electrical usage per 
hour, the second step is to determine the wattage. 

The wattage of an appliance is found on the serial plate. But it is possible that the 
electrical requirements will be expressed in volts and amperes, rather than watts. If so, 
multiply volts times Amperes to obtain the wattage. 

EXAMPLE OF SERIAL PLATE 

AMPS 

HERTZ 

FORM NO 

CODE 

12.1 

MICROWAVE OVEN 

VOLTS 

WATTS 

MODEL NO. 

120 

60 1450 

00000 0000 

0 SERIAL NO. 000000 

STEP 3 Gse the formula shown in the following examples to estimate usage and cost. 

EXAMPLE A. A light uses 100 watts and is left on 15 hours. How many KWHs are used 
and what does it cost you? 

100 watts x 15 hrs. 
KWH use = = 1.5 KWH 

1,000 watts 
Your cost = 1.5 x $.06 = $.09 or 9 cents. 

EXAMPLE B. A microwave oven uses 1,450 watts and you use it for 30 minutes. How 
many KWHs are used and what does it cost you? 

1,450 watts x .50 hr. 
KWH use = = .725 KWH or .73 KWH 

1,000 watts 
Your cost = .73 x $.06 = $.044 or about 41/2 cents. 

EXAMPLE C. A Vi horsepower motor on a ventilation fan operates for 8 hours. How 
many KWHs are used and what does it cost you? 

KWH use = 1 KWH per HP per hour x .5 HP x 8 hours = 4.0 KWH 
Your cost = 4.0 x $.06 = $.24 or 24 cents. 

*Motors in the Vi HP to 10 HP range use approximately 1 KWH per HP per hour. 

STEP 4 To find your daily cost for electricity, divide your bill by the number of days in 
the month. 

$72 
EXAMPLE: 

30 days 
$2.40 which is your daily cost. 

To find the daily cost per person in your family, divide the daily cost by the number 
in your family. 

‘to 40 

EXAMPLE: — = $.60 per person per day. 



acations & Seasonal Use 
When vacation time comes, and 

ou’re planning to be gone for a couple 
f weeks or so, your electric bill should 
ecrease significantly, right? Wrong! 
Many people believe that when they 

eave on vacation, their electric meter 
tops until they return. If they are on 
acation for two weeks, they expect 
heir electric bill to be cut in half. Let’s 
sk ourselves a few questions before we 
ssume our electric bill should 
ecrease by any considerable amount 
uring vacation time. 
First, was the water heater turned off 

uring your vacation? Remember, if the 
lectric water heater is left energized 
uring vacation, it will continue to oper- 
te and maintain the tank temperature 
ven if you’re not using any hot water. 

Were the refrigerator and freezers 
mptied and turned off? If not, they will 
ontinue to operate to maintain the pre- 
et temperatures. 

Take a look at other electrical 
ppliances that keep running while you 
re on vacation — clocks, attic fans 
nd power ventilators, heating and air 
onditioning equipment, lights, and TV 
ets with the “instant-on” feature. 

If you are determined that no elec- 
ricity is to be used during your 
acation, you can accomplish this by 
uming off your main breaker or pulling 

e main disconnect. But remember, 
hen you do this, the automatic 
ppliances and lighting will stop. Your 
frigerator and freezer will defrost, your 

lectric water heater will not have hot 
ater ready for use upon your return, 
nd your home may be too hot or too 
old when you walk in the door. It’s a 
ecision only you can make. Perhaps 
ou can make arrangements with a 
eighbor to keep an eye on your place 
nd adjust the heat, water heater 
nd/or air conditioner shortly before 
ou return. 

In addition, you may wish to unplug 
11 appliances not in use. If a light is to 
e left on, it should be connected to a 
mer. If you intend to be gone for an 
xtended period of time, contact your 
EC and make arrangements so your 
lectric service will remain uninterrupted. 
Read your meter upon leaving, and 

gain when you return. This will let you 
etermine the number of kilowatt-hours 
sed during the period of time you 
ere gone. 

Another reminder is that many vaca¬ 
tioners bring home several days or 
weeks of dirty laundry. This laundry will 
give your electric water heater a work¬ 
out during your first day or two back 
home. Only you can decide whether 
your electric meter gets a vacation or 
not while you are gone. 

In addition to vacations, you may 
wish to take a look at some of the 
seasonal uses for electricity that may 
cause an increase in consumption. 

These include crop dryers, air condi¬ 
tioners, portable heaters in the garage 
or basement, engine heaters to keep 
your car, truck, or tractor ready to run, 
heat tape to keep pipes from freezing, 
and the list goes on and on. 

Let’s not overlook hobbies, either, or 
those businesses that operate from the 
home. Ceramics, and beauty shops 
with a number of electric hair dryers, 
woodworking tools, etc., also have an 
effect on the number of kilowatt-hours 
you use. 

Meter Reading Dates 
Another factor that enters into 

higher than normal electric bills is 
the number of days between meter 
readings. Check the number of 
days in your billing cycle to make 
accurate comparisons. You will use 
more kilowatt-hours in 40 days 
than you would in 20. Many people 
seem to overlook this important 
consideration. 

It’s important to read your meter 
on the same day each month. If 
you notice that your use has 
increased substantially from one 
month to the next for no apparent 
reason, you will be able to diagnose 
an equipment fault sooner. 

Is the Meter Accurate? 
The electric meter is often 

accused of inaccuracy, but it’s sel¬ 
dom the culprit. The meter is a 
finely calibrated, highly accurate 
device used to measure electric 
power use. Your cooperative has a 
continuing program to test the 
accuracy of all its meters to assure 
you that you are being billed for the 
exact number of kilowatt-hours 
used. Historical data bear out the 
fact that in more than 99% of the 
time, the electric meter is accurate. 
High bills are almost always traced 
to other causes. 

You may request a special meter 
test by contacting your coopera¬ 
tive’s member service department, 
or you may wish to call an electri¬ 
cian to check your wiring and 
appliances for grounds, shorts, and 
other malfunctions. 



You can use your 
meter for trouble-shooting 

Transformer 

A 
Grain Bin Hog House Stock Waterer Barn 

Main Disconnect 

If results of the meter monitoring 
chart show that your daily electrical 
use has doubled for no apparent rea¬ 
son and you have ruled out lifestyle 
considerations and other unusual 
uses, you can use the following pro¬ 
cedure to locate sources of trouble 
with the aid of your electric meter. 

STEP ONE — Turn off the main 
disconnect. The disk in the electric 
meter only turns if electricity is being 
used. Therefore, the meter should 
have stopped. If the disk is still turn¬ 
ing, check to see that the water pump 
is turned off at its own fuse box. 
Sometimes the water pump is wired 
ahead of the main disconnect for fire 
protection purposes. 

Now that the meter has stopped, 
you can proceed with trouble-shoot¬ 
ing. The idea is to energize as much 
of your electrical wiring system as 
possible, one circuit at a time, and 
still have a stopped meter disk. 

Silo House 

STEP TWO — Turn off the main 
fuse or breaker in all buildings. Then 
turn on the main disconnect If the 
meter disk is still stopped, this tells 
you that all wiring from the main 
disconnect to each building main 
fuse or breaker is okay. 

STEP THREE — Proceed with 
each individual building by unplug¬ 
ging or turning off everything that 
could use electricity. Then turn on 
that building’s electrical box or 
breaker. To further pinpoint possible 
trouble, turn on each main fuse or 
circuit breaker in each building, one 
at a time. 

Continue this process until one of 
two things result — if the meter disk 
is stopped, you’re okay; but if the disk 
is turning and the appliances are off, 
you have discovered a source of 
trouble. 

Common sources of trouble 
include electrical faults in wiring sys¬ 
tems that are usually due to physical 
damage, moisture and dirt, or 
improper connections. 

Sometimes you’ll find equipment 
using electricity that you thought was 
turned off. It could be a stock waterer, 
thermostat, or basement and attic 
lights. 

If no problems are found, your elec¬ 
tric cooperative has test meters avail¬ 
able to record the electrical consump¬ 
tion of whatever is plugged into them. 
By comparing your recorded use with 
that of our list for farm and home 
appliances and equipment, you can 
determine whether that equipment is 
using an unusually high amount of 
electricity. 

However if all methods fail, contact 
your electrician or seek proper advice 
from your local electric cooperative. 
WeTe here to help. 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 

U.S. Route 51 North 
P.0. Box 97 Dongola, Illinois 62926 

Telephone: 618/827-3555 
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Capital credits for 1982 
The board of directors of Southern 

Illinois Electric Cooperative has 
authorized the allocation of 
$387,269.44 in capital credits to its 
members for the year 1982. 

Capital credits are not necessarily 
available in the form of cash, but are 
represented largely by investments in 
poles, wire, transformers and other 

equipment required to provide service. 
The allocation of capital credits 

represents an amount allocated to each 
member’s account who received ser¬ 
vice in 1982. This allocated amount 
cannot be used as a credit nor is it 
available in the form of cash until 
capital credits for the year 1982 are 
retired. In general, no patronage cap- 

When’s the last time you called the 
area bottling company to complain 
about the cost of soft drinks or 
grumble to the hardware store man¬ 
ager that the price of a shovel was out 
of sight? 

Chances are an electric bill is more 
apt to provoke comment. Funny, isn’t 
it? This is probably the only time elec¬ 
tricity comes to mind. 

Because electricity is an invisible 
commodity, forgetting the work it 
does for us is easy. 

Like nearly all other purchases, 
electricity costs continue to climb. But 
a closer look at what is provided for 
the price shows electricity remains a 
startling good bargain. 

In the United States your way of 
life and very existence depend on elec¬ 
tric power. In a typical day you might 

ital can be retired until the cooperative 
has obtained enough capital to take 
care of all its needs. 

Members may determine the 
amount of their capital credit alloca¬ 
tion for 1982 by multiplying the total 
amount paid for electric bills in 1982 
by a factor of .05336. 

If you are unable to determine your 
1982 allocation and wish to do so, the 
amount will be furnished on your 
written request. 

To further explain, a capital credit 
plan is an arrangement under which: 
(1) A cooperative and its members 
expressly agree that any payment 
by any patron over the cost of 
serving him is capital furnished by 

use electricity in dozens of ways. 
Many of these eliminate drudgery; 

for example, that electric trimmer lets 
you spruce up the yard without stoop¬ 
ing for hours in the sun. 

Electricity provides entertainment 
by powering televisions, radios and 
stereos. It’s a grooming tool (razors, 
hairdryers, curling irons). It controls 
temperature (fans, air conditioners, 
heaters), keeps us healthy (X-rays, 
vaporizers, kidney machines) and 
stores and prepares food (ranges, 
refrigerators, blenders). In the even¬ 
ing it sheds light on the day’s news. 

Sometimes electricity helps us save 
money. Perhaps you’re operating a 
freezer, so you can stock up bargains 
at the meat market or preserve pro¬ 
duce from a garden. 

Whether in the residential or busi- 

the patron to the cooperative. 
(2) The cooperative credits such 
patronage capital on its books to 
the patrons and 
(3) such capital will be retired 
when, in the opinion of the board 
of directors, such retirement will 
not impair the cooperative’s finan¬ 
cial position. 
The capital credit plan provides 

for service at cost, for paying off REA 
and CFG loans, for acquiring complete 
local ownership of the cooperative sys¬ 
tem, for giving all patrons full credit 
for all payments in excess of cost, and 
for the eventual repayment to the 
patrons of all capital furnished by 
them. 

ness world, electricity plays a major 
role in improving efficiency and qual¬ 
ity of life. The list goes on and on. 

Compared to other fuels, electricity 
is significantly cheaper. In the last 
decade the cost of electricity increased 
about 166 percent. Not too bad when 
you consider that a barrel of oil 
increased 1,317 percent; $32.60/barrel 
in 1980 in contrast to $2.30 in 1970. 
Over the same period, fuel costs rose 
517 percent, gasoline 497 percent and 
natural gas 306 percent. 

If electric rates had remained 
exactly the same between 1970 and 
1980, bills would have increased 33 
percent for the typical consumer — 
simply because an average consumer 
uses 33 percent more electricity today 
than was used 10 years ago. 

When you compare electricity to 
purchases other than fuel, those utility 
bills might take on an even rosier 
color: 

• Spending $6 for a record album 
might not hurt a bit. Note, how- 

(Continued to page 14b) 

"ELECTRICITY" 
quite a friend 
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ELECTRICITY 
(Continued frontpage 14a) 

ever, the same $6 buys enough elec¬ 
tricity to play a stereo two hours a 
day for almost a year. 
• The $5.49 you spent for a 
broom will run a vacuum cleaner 10 
minutes a day for close to two 
years. 
• For the cost of a pack of ciga¬ 
rettes you can watch color televi¬ 
sion for about 60 hours. 
• What’s invested in one pair of 
medium-priced men’s shoes could 
run an air conditioner for most of 
the summer. 
Besides the work electricity does, 

there are other benefits people receive 
that are less obvious. 

• To obtain most products you 
must either order them or go out 
and buy them yourself. Electricity 

is instantly available right in the 
home or workplace. A press of a 
button or a flick of a switch 
delivers power with the speed of 
light. 
• Some products are available only 
during a business’s regular working 
hours. Electricity is a service you 
can depend on 24 hours a day. 
• Electricity is one product used 
before it is paid for. 
• When rural electric consumers 

pay their electric bills, they are also 
buying peace of mind. Part of their 
power bill is paying for reclamation of 
mined lands, meeting air and water 
quality standards and alleviating social 
and economic impacts. 

• Consumers can count on skilled 
personnel to make sure electric 
power is being provided as reliably 
and efficiently as possible. 

As costs for producing electricity 
rise, so does the variety of uses for 
electricity. In the next 25 years, elec¬ 
tric consumption is expected to triple. 

Rural electric systems face great 
challenges in providing the needed ser¬ 
vice at the lowest possible cost in spite 
of higher operating costs. 

Today, rural electrics have an envi¬ 
able record for reliable service and a 
reputation as pioneers and innovators 
in energy conservation and research. 

Your rural electric systems are con¬ 
tinually striving to improve service and 
efficiency. The goal of your elected 
directors is to give the best service pos¬ 
sible at the lowest possible cost. 

Now. Think of all you get when 
you pay for electricity. Wouldn’t you 
say it’s quite a friend? 

August 1982/ND 
REC Magazine 

Social Security bulletin 
By ROBERT R. DRONE, 

District Manager 
Carbondale Social Security Office 
Medicare deductibles will increase 

beginning January 1984, due to 
rapidly inflating medical costs. 

Medicare is our nation’s health 
insurance plan for persons over age 65 
and disabled Social Security recipients. 
It will pay $64.7 billion toward the 
medical costs of 30 million people dur¬ 
ing fiscal year 1984, $8 billion more 
than during 1983. 

Medicare is broken down into two 
parts, commonly called Part A and 
Part B. Part A helps pay for hospital 
costs. During 1983 a person must pay 

the first $304 toward hospital bills. 
This deductible will increase to $356 
on January 1, 1984. After the deduct¬ 
ible, Medicare pays most of the 
remaining hospital costs for the first 
60 days of hospitalization. 

The initial deductible is based on 
the average cost for one day in the 
hospital. So, as hopital charges 
increase, the deductible will also 
increase. 

Medicare contains co-insurance fea¬ 
tures if a person is in the hospital 
more than 60 days. During 1983, 
Medicare pays all but $76 per day for 
hospitalizations lasting between 61 
through 90 days. This daily deductible 

will increase to $89 beginning next 
January. 

There have also been increases in 
the deductibles for hospital stays 
exceeding 90 days and for inpatient 
care in a skilled nursing facility. 

Part B is commonly called doctor 
bill insurance since it helps pay for 
physicians and related costs. This 
insurance is financed by the federal 
government and a monthly premium. 
The federal government pays 75 per¬ 
cent of the cost, leaving 25 percent to 
be supported through monthly pre¬ 
miums. The monthly premium is 
presently $12.20 but will increase to 
$14.60 beginning in January. A Medi¬ 
care recipient is liable for an annual 
deductible before Part B pays 80 per¬ 
cent of the remaining reasonable 
charge. The $75 deductible will not 
increase in 1984. 

Follow 
safety 
rules 

Grains are dangerous Flowing grain sucks If you must go into the Break bridges with a 
as quicksand even you under suddenly bin, use a lifeline and pole. Use vibrators to 
when not unloading. when unloading starts, have someone there, keep grain flowing. 
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10.1 CU. FT. 
CHEST FREEZER 

Textured steel lid and 
cabinet. Efficient foam 

insulated cabinet. 
Lift-out storage 

basket Adjustable 
temperature control. 
41" wide, countertop 

height. 

Now $369.95 

DELUXE 3-SPEED 
FILTER-FLO* 

WASHER 
Regular tub for 

normal loads, Mini- 
Basket'” tub for deli- 

cates. Four cycles 
including permanent 

press Three wash/ 
rinse temperature 

combinations. Variable 
water level control. 

Now 
$449.95 

Model WWA7070B 

12-CYCLE 
POTSCRUBBER® 
DISHWASHER 
Temperature Sensor 
System can save 
energy and money, 
too. 10-year full 
warranty on Perma- 
Tuf® tub and door 
liner (ask for 
details). 

Now 
$598.95 

Model GSD1200T 

9 General Etectric 

KS8 
Model DDE7500B 

HEAVY-DUTY DRYER— 
4 DRYING SELECTIONS 
5 cycles including per¬ 
manent press/knits. 
Automatic dry control. 
End-of-cycle signal. 
Removable up-front 
lint filter. 

Now 
$349.95 

P-7® SELF-CLEANING 
OVEN RANGE WITH 

DIGITAL CLOCK, TIMER 
Calrod® 3-in-1 power saver 

unit lets you select heat 
pattern to fit 4", 6", 8" 

utensils. Black glass window 
door. Full-width fluorescent 

cooktop light 

Now $659.95 

SPACEMAKER® 
MICROWAVE OVEN 
Replaces existing range hood. 
Built-in two-speed exhaust fan 
and cooktop light. Cooks by 
time or temperature. Cook 
Code'“ control and Auto Roast 
feature. 

Now $649.95 

Model JET209 

DUAL WAVE " MICROWAVE SYSTEM. 
designed for good, even cooking 
results. Electronic touch controls. 
1.4 cu. ft. oven cavity. Time or tem¬ 
perature cooking. 5-year limited 
warranty—carry-in service (parts 
and labor). Ask for details. 

Now $399.95 

Model TBF17DC 

ENERGY-SAVER REFRIGERATOR 
IS ALSO A FOOD SAVER 
17.2 cu. ft.; 4.73 cu. ft. freezer. Helps 
keep food fresh up to 15 days with 
sealed high-humidity pan. Cool 'N 
Fresh lower-humidity pan. Equipped 
for optional automatic icemaker. 

Now $689.95 

Model JB500GD 

GE. WE BRING G(X)l) THINGS TO El EE. 
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1983 Door Prizes 
2 5 Ft. Outdoor- 
Indoor Extension 
Cord 

C. W. Harvel 
Tamms, IL 

Electric Lab & Sales Corp. 
P.O. Box 729 
Mattoon, IL 619 3 S 

21 Lb. Box Power 
Plus Laundry 
Detergent 

Ernest Rider 
Dongola, IL 

Fruit Belt Service Co. 
P.O. Box 36 6 
Vienna, IL 629 9 5 

Six Qts. Fire & Ice 
10W40 Motor Oil & 
Filter 

Bob Hudson 
Karnak, IL 

Smoot Oil Company 
P.O. Box 155 
Dongola, IL 62926 

Black Walnut Fruit 
Bowl — Product of 
Missouri 

Ronald Pettit, Jr. 
Tamms, IL 

Cayse Electrical Supplies 
4 02 S. Sprigg St. 
Cape Girardeau, MO 6 3 7 01 

1 9 In. General Electric 
Portable Television 

David Watson 
Metropolis, IL 

Jim’s Electric Co., Inc. 
Jacksonville, AR 7 2 0 7 6 

Windmere Little Pro 
1200 Hair Dryer 

Earl Cain 
Karnak, IL 

Fletcher Reinhardt Co. 
Maryland Hts., MO 6 3 0 4 3 

Sunbeam 4 Qt. Great 
American Popcorn 
Machine 

Lorenzo Wright 
Villa Ridge, IL 

Thomasson Lumber Co. 
P.O. Box 490 
Philadelphia, MS 3 9 3 5 0 

One-Year Subscription 
Gift Certificate 

Lewis Evers 
Belknap, IL 

Dongola Tri-County Record 
P.O. Box 187 
Dongola, IL 6 2 9 2 6 

Emerson Smoke Alarm Carl Blanchard 
Karnak, IL 

Schott Electric 
110 9 N. Kingshighway 
Cape Girardeau, MO 6 3 7 0 1 

Six Qts. Fire & Ice 
10 W4 0 Motor Oil & 
Filter 

Paul Herman 
Metropolis. IL 

Smoot Oil Company 
P.O. Box 155 
Dongola, IL 6 2 9 2 6 

Melitta Electric 
Coffee Warmer 

Lester Swink 
Dongola, IL 

Jimmie Montgomery 
Refrigeration 
Cypress, IL 6 292 3 

In-Sink-Erator Hot 
Water Dispenser 

Garold Blanchard 
Grand Chain, IL 

Oil Field Electric 
P.O. Box 247 
West Frankfort, IL 6 2 896 

Telephone Index with 
Memo Pad & Pencil 

Clarence Taake, Jr. 
Ullin, IL 

Warehouse Office Furniture 
P.O. Box 529 
Anna, IL 6 2 9 0 6 

Six Qts. Fire & Ice 
10W40 Motor Oil & 
Filter 

Carl L. Dillow 
Dongola, IL 

Smoot Oil Company 
P.O. Box 155 
Dongola, IL 6 2 9 2 6 

Eveready Heavy Duty 
Floating Lantern 

Chester Aber¬ 
crombie 

Tamms, IL 

Cape Electrical Supply, Inc. 
P.O. Box 6 77 
Cape Girardeau, MO 6 3 7 01 

Quasar Portable 
Cassette Recorder 

Howard Lovell 
Thebes, IL 

Major Distributing Co. 
449 S. 16th St. 
Paducah, KY 4 200 1 

Paper Mate Pen & 
Pencil Set 

Melvin Harville 
Joppa, IL 

Resch Pharmacy 
102 Front Street 
Dongola, IL 62 926 

Six Qts. Fire & Ice 
10W40 Motor Oil & 
Filter 

Russell Mighell 
Goreville, IL 

Smoot Oil Company 
P.O. Box 15 5 
Dongola, IL 6 2 9 2 6 

Pro ctoi-S ilex 4 -slice 
Toaster 

Roland Pettit, Jr. 
Tamms, IL 

WESCO 
2 82 0 Market Street 
St. Louis, MO 6 310 3 

Toro Power Shovel William Oliver 
Grantsburg, IL 

Drake Scruggs Equipment 
Springfield, IL 6 2 7 0 8 

Six Qts. Fire & Ice 
10W40 Motor Oil & 
Filter 

Kenneth Wise 
Grand Chain, IL 

Smoot Oil Company 
P.O. Box 15 5 
Dongola, IL 6 2 9 2 6 

810 Drycleaning Gift 
Certificate 

Koble Peeler 
Dongola, IL 

Jo-An Laundry & Cleaners 
3 39 S. Main 
Anna, IL 

Wearever 73000 Pop¬ 
corn Pumper 

Herrell M. Rushing 
Anna, IL 

Stanley Consultants 
Stanley Building 
Muscantine, Iowa 5 2 7 6 1 

Six Qts. Fire & Ice 
10 W4 0 Motor Oil & 
Filter 

Tom J. Walker 
Ullin, IL 

Smoot Oil Company 
P.O. Box 15 5 
Dongola, IL 6 2 9 2 6 

General Electric 
Lighted Makeup Mirror 

James Evers 
Belknap, IL 

Rural Line Engineers 
6619 Clayton Road 
Clayton, MO 6 3117 

21 Lb. Box Power Plus 
Laundry Detergent 

Robert Subble- 
field 

Grand Chain, IL 

Fruit Belt Service Co. 
P.O. Box 366 
Vienna, IL 6 2995 

$50 U.S. Savings 
Bond — Series EE 

Roger Conant 
Villa Ridge, IL 

First State Bank of Dongola 
Dongola, IL 6 2 9 2 6 

Six Qts. Fire & Ice 
10W40 Motor Oil & 
Filter 

I. O. Hodge 
Belknap, IL 

Smoot Oil Company 
P.O. Box 155 
Dongola, IL 6 2 9 2 6 

EMCO-3-in-l Chair Dana Legerett 
Metropolis, IL 

Dowzer Electric 
P.O. Box 829 
Mt. Vernon, IL 6 2 8 6 4 

Emerson Smoke Alarm Van Dungey 
Karnak, IL 

Schott Electric 
1109 N. Kingshighway 
Cape Girardeau, MO 6 3 7 01 

Six Qts. Fire & Ice 
10 W4 0 Motor Oil & 
Filter 

Michael Harvell 
Tamms, IL 

Smoot Oil Company 
P.O. Box 155 
Dongola, IL 6 2 9 2 6 

West Bend 4 Qt. 
Slow Cooker 

Shawnee Consol- 
odated School Dist 
Wolf Lake, IL 

United Utility Supply 
P.O. Box 32170 
Louisville, K Y 4 0 2 3 2 

k 

ivrana prizes 
4 0 Gal. Rheem Electric 
Hot Water Heater 

Milford R. House 
Grand Chain, IL 

Guy Gray Supply 
Blandville Road 
Paducah, KY 42002-0 214 

General Electric 
Portable Color TV 
with Stand 

Doyle Lingle 
Dongola, IL 

General Electric Co. 
St. Louis, MO and 
S.I.E.C., Dongola, IL 6 29 26 

Office closed 
The cooperative office will be closed 

on Thursday, November 24, and Friday, November 25, 
for the Thanksgiving holidays. 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING 
r\\> 

Av 
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One Snowy Christmas Eue 
“Twas the night before Christmas and out on the ranch 
The pond was froze over and so was the branch. 
The snow was piled up belly-deep to a mule; 
The kids were all home on vacation from school, 
And happier young folks you never did see, 
Just sprawled around a-watching T.V. 
Then suddenly sometime around eight o’clock 
There came a surprise that gave them a shock; 
The power went off, the T.V. went dead! 
When Grandpa came in from out in the shed 
With an armload of wood, the house was all dark. 
“Just what I expected,” they heard him remark. 
“Them REA wires must be down from the snow. 
Seems sorta like times on the ranch long ago.” 
I’ll hunt up some candles,” said Mom. “With their light 
And the fireplace, I reckon we’ll make out all right.” 
The teenagers all seemed enveloped in gloom, 

Then Grandpa came back from a trip to his room, 
Uncased his old fiddle and started to play 
That old Christmas song about bells on a sleigh. 
Mom started to sing, and the first thing they knew 
Both Pop and the kids were all singing it, too! 
They sang Christmas carols, they sang “Holy Night,” 
Their eyes all ashine in the ruddy firelight. 
They played some charades Mom recalled from her youth, 
And Pop read a passage from God’s Book of Truth. 
They stayed up till midnight, and would you believe 
Those youngsters agreed ‘twas a fine Christmas Eve! 
Grandpa rose early, sometime before dawn, 
And when the kids awakened, the current was on. 
“The REA sure got the line repaired quick,” 
Said Grandpa — and no one suspected his trick; 
Last night, for the sake of some old-fashioned fun, 
He had pulled the main switch — the ol’ son-of-a-gun! 

Merry 
Christmas to all from, 

Tim Reeves, Manager 
Raymond C. Snell, President 
Lawrence Wilke, Vice President 
Glenn Tripp, Secretary-Treasurer 
George R. Inman, Director 
Guy Casper, Director 
Phillip Arensman, Director 
Milo Thurston, Director 
Bob J. Ury, Director 
Richard D. Moss, Director 
Ron E. Osman, Attorney 
Carl D. George 
Ken Corzine 

Larry Lovell 
Lowell Eddleman 
Ron Medlin 
Carol L. Duty 
Joyce Churchill 
Marjune Corzine 
Janet Eddleman 
Esther Fisher 
Anita Holshouser 
Barbara Keller 
Linda Keller 
Pam Lentz 
Loraine McGee 
Jodene Porterfield 

Betty Reynolds 
Dare Aden 
Calvin Brown 
Enloe Clemons 
Charles Cruse 
Perry Dailey 
Deon Davis 
Earl Edmonds 
Bobbie Fisher 
Everett Frizzell 
Teddy Eamhart 
Lamar Houston, Jr. 
Thomas Keller 
Harold Kraatz 

Larry Lingle 
Donald Martin 
Leonard Martin 
William Merideth 
Robert Minor 
Robert Peterson 
Sam Rider 
Junior Sivia 
Leonard Temke 
Ray Toler 
Michael Williams 
LaRue Pan- 
Roger Acuff 
Sam Brown 
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room school by the Massac County 
Retired Teachers Association. 

The one-room school house was 
complete with old desks, a Kalamazoo 
pot-bellied stove, McGuffy readers, 
orthography books, and many other 
items of late 1800 or early 1900 
vintage. One old slate board belonged 
to a man born in 1794. Rules for 
teachers, copies of final eighth grade 
exams, old certificates, school regis¬ 
ters, and other documents and pictures 
were on display. 

Five retired school teachers were 
assembled to discuss some of the 
changes in education since early 1900. 
Mrs. Maud Kotter, a near centurian, 
began her teaching in 1900. She 
reminisced with Miss Blanche 
Kennedy, 92, who taught in one-room 
school for 28 years at a beginning 
salary of $30 per month. Mrs. Grace 
Jackson had 37 years experience in 
one-room schools. Mrs. Alma Mitten- 
dorf and Esther Mann have 44 and 45 
years of teaching experience respec¬ 
tively with some 10 and 13 years each 
in a one room school. Using a large 
map of Massac County, the retired 

teachers located all one-room schools 
known to have existed. Some 42 were 
identified and only two were for black 
students. 

An overwhelming majority of 
Americans believe that developing 
the best educational system in the 
world is more important than building 
the world’s strongest military force. A 
large portion of the population, 
however, does not have direct know¬ 
ledge or contact with the educational 
system. 

All individuals have a stake in 
education, and yet they are unaware 
of what programs and curriculum local 
students study. The items most school 
districts consider as routine and 
repetitive may be perceived by the 
public as innovative, creative, and 
unusual. Teachers and administrators 
are so deeply involved in these items 
on a daily basis that they do not seem 
newsworthy. The month-long celebra¬ 
tion initiated by Massac County 
Schools has sought to remedy this 
situation in their area. 

Most typical schools in Illinois rural 
communities do have outstanding 
educational systems. The Massac 

(Continued on page 12d) 

Massac County 
schools confront the 
present with the past 

Massac County Unit District No. 1 
combined its celebration of 100 years 
of compulsory education in Illinois 
with American Education Week. 
Nearly all of the county and numerous 

public groups and organizations 
became involved in the activities 
centered around the theme of “Educa¬ 
tion is Everyone’s Future.” Of special 
interest was the recreation of a one- 

This one-room school is only one of the few still standing in Massac County. 
Upper Anderson is 80 to 90 years old and was most recently used for 4-H 
meetings. It is located between the present Jefferson School and Highway 145. 
(Photo: Metropolis Planet) 

James Young, president of the Massac County Retired Teachers, points out some 
of the locations of the more than 40 one-room schools originally in Massac 
County. Students are finding the old school desks uncomfortable. (Photo by 
Chris Wills) 
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■ Sharpness Control ■ Digital Channel Numbers 
■ Set-And-Forget Volume Control ■ Traditional 
Styling.. .Oak Grain on Wood Composition 
Board, Hardwood Solids, and Simulated Wood 
Accents 

NOW ONLY 

$609.95 
‘Including 42 unscrambled cable channels 

■ In-Line Black Matrix Picture Tube ■ DC 
Restoration ■ Digital Channel Numbers 
■ Coax Cable Antenna Connector ■ Walnut 
Finish on High Impact Plastic 
•Including 42 unscrambled cable channels 

17BC4642W $459.95 

10" Diagonal 
PORTA 
COLOR®TV 

■ DC Restoration ■70-Position "Click-In" UHF 
Tuning BMolded-ln Handle aWalnut Finish on 
High-Impact Plastic 

Model 
10AB3406W 

NOW ONLY 

$279.95 

8-HR. VHS 
VIDEO CASSETTE RECORDER 

■ 8-Hour Record/Playback ■One-Event/14-Day 
Programming ■ Electronic VHF/UHF Tuner 
■ 4-Function Wired Remote Control ■ Special 
Effects—Scan, Pause/Still, and Frame Advance 
NOTICE: The unauthorized recording of television programs 
and other materials may infringe the copyrights of others 

Model 
1VCR4002X NOW ONLY $539.95 

■ Sharpness Control ■ Custom Picture Control. 
■ Optional Roll-A-Round Stand ■ Walnut Finish 
on High-Impact Plastic 

Model 
19PC370BW 

NOW ONLY 

$379.95 

■ In-Line Black Matrix Picture Tube ■Sharpness 
Control ■ Digital Channel Numbers 
■ Mediterranean Styling... Cabinet Constructed of 
Pecan-Finish Genuine Hardwood Solids, Wood 
Composition Board and Simulated Wood Accents 
‘Including 42 unscrambled cable channels 

25°pdC4844P NOW ONLY $739.95 
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Things are looking better 
at Social Security 

by R. R. DRONE 
District Manager 

Carbondale Social Security Office 
During the past year, I have noticed 

some uneasiness among folks who 
receive Social Security checks. For 
most, apprehension was caused by the 
uncertain financial status of Social 
Security. I hope that most of these 
anxieties have been calmed by the 
passage of what is commonly called 
“The Bailout Law.” This Law, enacted 
in April, is doing its intended job. 
Programs paying monthly Social 
Security checks are now on a calm sea 
and, unless the economy takes a sharp 
nosedive, will remain that way both in 
the short and long run. 

Actuaries are now saying that 
retirement, survivors and disability 
monthly payments are soundly 
financed but something must be done 
to ensure the financial stability of 
Medicare. Medicare funds are dwin¬ 
dling because the cost of medical care 
is rising about three times as fast as 
other prices. Something must be done 
to stabilize Medicare funds. It will be. 

Other people have expressed con¬ 
cern about the uncertainty of the 
annual increases in Social Security 
checks. The Law that I mentioned 
earlier postponed the annual raises 

Massac County 
schools 
(Continued from page 12b) 
system is one example that prides 
itself on the performance of its stu¬ 
dents, the dedication and enthusiasm 
of its staff, and the leadership and 
abilities of its administration. The 
performance of students on standar¬ 
dized achievement tests, the perfor¬ 
mance of the high school math team 
in last spring’s state competition, the 
formation and promise of the high 
school scholastic team, drama club 
performances, the achievement of the 
Middle School’s video club, and an 
increase in elementary math perfor¬ 
mance are offered as signs of the 
pursuit of excellence. 

from July 1983 to January 1984 with 
all future increases to be made in 
January of each year. This change will 
add almost $40 billion to Social 
Security funds over the next seven 
years. There is no reason to believe 
that future annual raises will be either 
postponed or done away with. It 
would take further legislation to do 
this. 

Although there is no intent to 
modify increases again, it could 
happen if Social Security funds shrink 
below a given level. Cost of living 
raises are currenty based on increases 
in prices without regard to the status 
of Social Security trust fund reserves. 
But, as a precaution, the April law 
added a protective clause that would 
aid dwindling reserves. This amend¬ 
ment requires increases to be deter¬ 
mined using the lower of the consumer 
price index or the average wage 
increase whenever assets in the trust 
funds fall dangerously low. Hopefully, 
this clause won’t need to be used 
but, if it is, there would still be an 
annual increase. 

The January 1984 benefit raise will 
be 3.5 percent based on the increase in 
prices for the first three months of 
1983 over the first three months of 
1982. 

Unit No. 1 has chosen to honor the 
staffs of their schools this one year out 
of 100. Education affects each indi- 

A CENTURY 
OF PROGRESS 

IN ILLINOIS SCHOOLS 

I have also heard some concerns 
about the Social Security disability 
program. Most seem to center around 
continuing disability reviews and the 
fact that a person must be totally 
disabled to receive disability checks. 
Some folks receiving disability pay¬ 
ments are fearful that Social Security 
will find them no longer totally 
disabled and stop their checks. Others 
feel that the disability requirement is 
so strict that they will not qualify for 

payments. It is true that Social 
Security has been mandated to review 
the files of persons receiving disability 
checks to see if they continue to be 
totally disabled. Social Security must 
protect the integrity of the disability 
program by ensuring that only persons 
totally disabled receive checks. But, 
checks will continue if a person is still 
totally disabled. 

It is true that Social Security will 
not make a disability payment to a 
person who can do gainful work. The 
ability to work is the key, not if a job 
is readily available. So, some folks 
can’t understand it when they are 
denied Social Security disability 
checks when they cannot do their 
regular job, even though they can do 
other types of work. 

In summary, Social Security is now 
sound financially, cost of living raises 
are assured each January and the 
disability program will continue 
paying checks to persons who are 
found totally disabled. So, things are 
looking better. 

vidual’s life, their economic situation, 
their career possibilities, and their 
emotional and social development. 

The roles education plays reaches 
beyond the community. The old 
Chinese proverb has been chosen to 
depict the philosophy of the rpembers 
of Massac County Unit District No. 1: 
“If you plan for a year, sow a seed; if 
you plan for a decade, plant a tree; 
if you plan for a century, educate the 
people.” 

Office closings 
The Cooperative office will be 
closed December 26, in obser¬ 
vance of Christmas, and 
January 2, in observance of 
New Year’s. Happy Holidays 
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