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Several conditions cause low voltage 
Low voltage or not enough power 

may be the result of any one of several 
abnormal conditions. Check first with 
your neighbors to see how their lights 
and appliances are doing. 

If they are having the same trouble, 
you can be fairly certain that some¬ 
thing is wrong somewhere on the main 

power line or in the substation. A ser¬ 
viceman must then be sent out to find 
the trouble and make the necessary 
repairs to restore proper voltage. 

If you have installed some major 
appliance or piece of electrical equip¬ 
ment, the transformer or service wires 
may be overloaded. Everything would 
still operate normally except when 
you try to use this new equipment. 
Then evidence of low voltage would 
indicate an overload. The trans¬ 
former, service wires or both should be 
changed. 

Sometimes low voltage and loss of 
power is due to loose or badly cor¬ 
roded connections somewhere on the 
service wires between the transformer 
and the fuse box inside your house. 
Our servicemen have found that more 
than 85 percent of these troubles 
occur on the member’s side of the 
meter — in the meter base, in the 
breaker box below the meter (usually 

a bad breaker here), at the top of the 
meter pole, at the entrance cable con¬ 
nection at the house, or a loose con¬ 
nection inside the fuse box. The most 
common causes seem to be too many 
wires in one connector, the wrong con¬ 
nector for connecting aluminum con¬ 
ductor to copper, and not having con¬ 
nections tight enough to begin with. 

If there is a loose or open connec¬ 
tion in one of the hot lines between 
the transformer and your fuse box, it 
will act exactly the same as if you had 
a meter pole breaker tripped off or a 
main fuse burned out in your fuse 
box. Here are some of the symptoms: 

1. Some of your lights and 120-volt 
appliances will work normally and 
others will not work at all. 

2. None of your 240-volt appli¬ 
ances will operate. 

3. If you have any 240-volt appli¬ 
ance turned on, voltage can then feed 
back through this appliance and some 
of your lights may be quite dim. Turn¬ 
ing off or unplugging the 240-volt 
appliance will cause all the dim lights 
to go out completely. 

If there is a loose or open connec¬ 
tion anywhere in the neutral line, the 
following symptoms become quite 
evident: 

1. Some lights will get quite dim 
when a 120-volt motor or other appli¬ 
ance is turned on. 

2. Other lights will get extremely 
bright. This is a dangerous voltage as 
far as light bulbs, televisions, micro- 
wave oven and radio tubes are con¬ 
cerned and the trouble should be 
found and corrected as soon as possi¬ 
ble before excessive damage occurs. 
For the protection of your 120-volt 
lights and appliance you should turn 
them all off until the trouble has been 
found and corrected. 

3. All 240-volt motors and appli¬ 
ances will operate normally without 
any danger of being damaged. 

Although we are always willing to 
help anyone with their voltage prob¬ 
lems, Southeastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative cannot assume any 
responsibility for damages or losses 
caused by these abnormal voltages. 
There is no possible way we can pre¬ 
vent damage due to wind, lightning, 
falling limbs or trees, vehicles hitting a 
pole or guy wire, bad meter pole 
breakers, burned connections due to 
overload, wrong materials being used, 
loose connections done by others and 
all the other conditions that can some¬ 
times cause higher or lower voltages. 

The shocking truth about water and electricity 
Using water and electricity are two 

things we do so often, we sometimes 
forget how unsafe it can be to use 
them side by side. But the fact 
remains: water and electricity are dan¬ 
gerous in combination. So don’t take 
chances. Avoid using electric saws, 
drills, hedge trimmers and other elec¬ 

trical power equipment when the work 
area is damp. And don’t use electrical 
appliances like hair dryers, curling 
irons or radios around tubs and sinks. 
The truth is, it’s easier than you think 
to accidentally mix water and electri¬ 
city. Unfortunately, that’s one truth 
that can hurt. 
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On November 27, 1981, the Frisco 
Baptist Church was totally destroyed 
by a fire of unknown origin. Less than 
a year later, the congregation held its 
first services in a new, modern build¬ 
ing. 

There was a lot of work between 
that cold November night and the joy¬ 
ous October day, which was actually a 
prelude to the new building’s formal 
dedication on November 14, 1982. 

The church was organized on Sep¬ 
tember 21, 1907, in a warehouse in 
the little town of Frisco by Elder J. R. 
McDuffy, a district missionary sent 
out by the Illinois State Baptist Asso¬ 
ciation to" begin new church work. 
Early in the first year, the little con¬ 
gregation decided to build a real 
church. While there were skeptics who 
doubted that it would be possible, a 
new building was dedicated in 1908, 
with an address by Elder W. P. Throg¬ 
morton. The building was to stand for 

75 years. 
As the little congregation grew and 

prospered, so did the building. There 
were several additions to the original 
structure, and the congregation 
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I       

75-year-o/d buijding bums 

F risco church 
decided in 1977 to modernize the 
building with the addition of class¬ 
rooms and a social area. At that time, 
the people of Frisco thought they 
were pretty well set for another 75 
years. 

Then the fire came, taking with it 
the largest building in a shrinking 
town. Pastor Les Sinks, the 31st spiri¬ 
tual leader of the congregation, had 

just settled in five days before. 
Church was convened the next Sun¬ 

day in the Ewing Grade School gym, 
and the message was entitled “Battling 
and Building.” Later services were held 
at “Camp Hope”, the Freewill Baptist 
camp a mile west of Frisco. 

Less than a week after the little 
church had been reduced to ashes, the 
congregation voted unanimously to 
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Clockwise from far left, fire destroys the 75-year-old Frisco Baptist Church. 
The building before the fire. Bill Richardson, a member of the congregation, 
with the timer controls that help save energy in the new building. The new 
nursery. Complete kitchen facilities are included. Ceiling fans force warm 
baseboard-heated air into the middle of the building. The new structure, as 
seen about a year after the fire. 

ger, better after fire 
rebuild, and a building committee 
began meeting with Ron Gibbs, a gen¬ 
eral contractor and a member of the 
congregation. 

After Sunday services on March 14, 
ground was broken for the new 6,000 
square foot all-electric building, and 
construction began in mid-May, prog¬ 
ressing rapidly, thanks largely to gen¬ 
erous contributions of labor by mem- 
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bers of the congregation. The building 
cost about $150,000, and features a 
modern kitchen, classrooms, a spa¬ 
cious meeting room and a nursery. 

Heating is provided by baseboard 
units along each wall, and large, slow- 
moving ceiling fans force warm air 
down to the center aisle to warm wor¬ 
shippers in adjacent pews. Heating is 
controlled by timers, so the building 

can be warmed and ready for use when 
necessary, without being heated 
unnecessarily. 

All in all, the members of the 
Frisco Baptist Church achieved a 
remarkable accomplishment in getting 
their new building ready so soon after 
the old structure was destroyed. 

Now, they expect to be ready for 
the next 75 years. 
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How we set priorities 
in restoring electric service 

Priorities to restoring electric service: Substation; main distribution lines; and 
tap lines; with individual service problems last. The above houses would be 
restored in 2-3-4-1-5 order. 

Occasionally we are asked how we 
would choose which house gets elec¬ 
tric service restored during a major 

wind or ice storm. The chart at the 
right depicts a simplified version of 
how we would go about restoring ser¬ 
vice to each house. 

Specifically, we would start at the 
source of the power, namely the sub¬ 
station. Then similar to spokes on a 
wheel we would work out on the main 
distribution line repairing and restor¬ 
ing service to the main feeder lines. It 
would do no good to repair a small 
wire attached to your house if the 
main line was dead, plus the time 
spent at this house would mean that 
many other people are off even longer. 

In our diagram, the men would first 
work to restore the main distribution 
line. Since there is nothing wrong with 
the lines leading to House 2 and House 
3, the repair to the main line would 
automatically bring them on. Next we 
would clear up any problems with the 
tap lines leading off the main line. In 
our example the tap line would restore 
service to House 4. Only after all the 
high voltage lines are repaired would 
we repair problems at individual 

homes. In our example, individual 
House 1 and 5 would then be restored. 

Occasionally we have people call 
and say our men drove by but didn’t 
stop to repair a problem at their par¬ 
ticular house. We hope this explana¬ 

tion will help you understand our 
priorities. Although at times it may 
not seem like it, there is a predeter¬ 
mined plan to restore service to the 
largest number of people in the quick¬ 
est time possible. 

Outage Map If your power goes off, we offer these 
suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service entrance panels. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main 
breaker just beneath the meter. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check all wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears all right, retrip the breaker to the “ON” 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other 
emergency, please phone 618-273-2611 from 
Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call the 
home of your area serviceman listed on the map 
at left and report power failures and emergencies 
only. 

5. If your serviceman’s home phone number 
does not answer or is busy, please call 618-273- 
2611. This number is monitored around the clock 
to accept your emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the 
name and location number as listed on your 
billing envelope and other information requested. 
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Congress sets 1983 RE loan levels, 
protects ratios 

Congress, acting during its recent 
lame-duck session, refused to accept 
Administration-proposed cuts and 
approved legislation guaranteeing rural 
electric systems adequate loan fund 
levels to meet their capital needs for 
fiscal year 1983. 

While the rural electrification loan 
program requires no appropriation, 
Congress sets loan levels for both 
insured loans, used primarily by rural 
electric distribution systems, and guar¬ 
anteed loans, used primarily by gener¬ 
ation and transmission systems. 

Loan levels approved by the Con¬ 
gress were those requested by rural 
electric systems through their national 
service organization, the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association 
(NRECA). These required loan levels 
were presented to both houses of Con¬ 
gress by NRECA Executive Vice Pres¬ 
ident Robert D. Partridge last spring, 

and called for a range of $850 million 
to $1.1 billion for insured loans, and 
from $4.6 to $5.7 billion for guaran¬ 
teed loans, the levels approved by 
Congress. 

In addition to refusing to bow to 
Administration attempts to cut the 
loan programs by $1.4 billion, Con¬ 
gress added language to the 1983 Agri¬ 
culture Appropriations Bill that main¬ 
tains present guidelines for the amount 
of funds rural electrics obtain from 
private, nongovernment sources. Since 
rural electrification loan programs are 
off-budget, altering these guidelines 
would neither have reduced the federal 
deficit nor cut government spending. 
It would have resulted, however, in 
higher electric rates for rural consum¬ 
ers, because the cost of borrowing has 
an immediate effect on rates. 

Congress also instructed the Rural 
Electrification Administration (REA), 

which administers the rural electrifica¬ 
tion loan programs, to continue to 
make loans through the Federal 
Financing Bank (FFB) and for the 
FFB to continue to compensate REA 
for administering those loans. An 
agreement stipulating just that had 
expired this year, and the two agencies 
are involved in a dispute over renewal 
of that agreement. 

Rural electric systems provide elec¬ 
tric service to more than 25 million 
people in 46 states. These rural electric 
systems, using 44 percent of the 
nation’s power poles extended over 70 
percent of the nation’s land mass, aver¬ 
age only 4.7 consumers per mile of 
line. Because of this low consumer 
density, and because rural electric 
systems serve the nation’s most diffi¬ 
cult terrain, rural electric consumers 
pay 12 percent more for electric ser¬ 
vice on the average nationwide. 

A reminder from 
Selective Service 

Male citizens or aliens residing in 
the U.S. who were born in 1960 or 
later year, must register with Selective 
Service within 30 days of their 18th 
birthday. 

Registration is a simple process 
which requires the registrant to supply 
his name, address, date of birth, social 
security number and telephone num¬ 
ber. He should bring identification 

when registering. 
The registration form may be com¬ 

pleted at any classified U.S. Post 
Office, station or branch. 

The purpose of registration with 
selective service is to have a list of 
names and addresses for use in the 
event of a mobilization in a national 
emergency. It is not a resumption of 
the draft. A draft could only be 
resumed with the approval of the Con¬ 
gress. The United States is still relying 
completely on volunteers for the 
armed forces. 

On July 2, 1980, the President 

signed a proclamation calling for the 
registration of young men for the first 
time since registration was suspended 
in April of 1975. 

No draft cards are issued. Within 90 
days of his registration, a registrant 
will be mailed an acknowledgement 
letter and a form to report any change 
of address. 

It is the responsibility of each per¬ 
son to register and to keep selective 
service notified of any change of 
address. Failure to register is a felony, 
punishable by a maximum fine of 
$10,000 and/or five years. 
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Lifestyle centers 
around 

dome home 
“I’d never been inside a dome 

home, but my wife wanted one and I’d 
always been fascinated by geodesic 
domes when students were tinkering 
with them at Southern Illinois Univer¬ 
sity while I was there, so I was game.” 
That’s how Tom Stewart of rural 
Ewing explains how he got into a 
“dome home,” a 42’ diameter struc¬ 
ture that resembles a huge, tan- 
colored igloo. 

After a full year in their unusual 
home, Tom and Brenda and her 
daughter, Holly, are well pleased, both 
from a standpoint of esthetics and 
practicality. Entry to the house is 
through a sheltered door set with 
leaded stained-glass windows, and 
thick, bright blue carpeting is every¬ 
where, even climbing partly up the 
walls. Gleaming white interior parti¬ 
tions offset the blue, and a white 
spiral staircase leads up to a den and 
sleeping loft. 

There is no ceiling, as such. Placing 
the three inches of urethane foam 
insulation on the outside of the shell 
enabled the Stewarts to leave the 
inside unfinished for the artistic effect, 
and the spiderweb-like latticework of 
the inner shell counterpoints the 
carpeting and walls. From the ground 
floor, the dome soars a majestic 25’, 
lending an airy feeling to the home. 

Holly’s loft and Tom’s den sweep 
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around about a third of the house’s 
perimeter eight feet above the ground 
floor, over the master bedroom, bath, 
kitchen and elevator shaft. Pie-shaped 
windows offer a view of the surround¬ 
ing area and let in light to illuminate 
the living space. 

On the practical side, two heat 
pumps and a wood furnace in the 
basement keep the house warm in the 
winter, while the air conditioning 
cycles of the heat pumps keep things 
cool in the summer. 

“It doesn’t take much to heat or 
cool it,” Tom says, “and we’ve really 
enjoyed it. We’re still working on it, 
but we’ll be finished before too long. 
We just need to put in a few finishing 
touches,” he says, adding “one thing I 
need to do is put a mirror here — 
gesturing to a four-by-ten foot section 
of blank drywall in the living room — 
to effectively double the size of 
the room.” 

Tom built the home himself, with 
help from his son, Raymond, and a 
couple of other youths. He designed it, 
too. With a computer. A school 
superintendent, he is also heavily into 
computers, and is vice president of a 
computer firm in Carbondale. 

“I designed a computer program 
that told me how many pieces of 
two-by-fours I’d need to cut,” he says, 
“and what length each should be. 

There are seven different lengths, and 
each end is cut at a slight angle. I set it 
up so I could get the largest triangles 
possible out of a sheet of plywood, 
and the computer went to work.” 

Acting on faith in his ability as a 
computer programmer — he majored 
in math — and in his computer, Tom 
began cutting wood. Each “facet” of 
the house is built around a hub that 
began life as an oil well pipe. “Ray¬ 
mond spent several hours over a power 
hacksaw cutting the 226 hubs we 
needed,” Tom relates, “and we drilled 
a hole through each end of the two-by- 
fours and used stainless steel strapping 
tape through the holes, and hubs, to 
strap the house together. We used a 
regular strapping tool and clamps to 
do the job.” 

Tom laughs when he tells how a 
man came to look at the structure 
as it was going up. “He said something 
about how flimsy it looked,” he 
chuckles, “and grabbed a strut and 
gave it a tug. I can still see the expres¬ 
sion on his face. The framework didn’t 
budge. It’s a strong structure.” 

While blending the artistic and 
practical, the house suggests a lifestyle 
that does the same, while being a little 
out of the ordinary, perhaps. And the 
Stewarts do have some pastimes that 
are extraordinary. Their backyard 
swimming pool conveys an interest 
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in water sports, and Tom and Ray¬ 
mond are avid scuba divers. In his 
yotmger days, before the house was 
built, the field it presides over was the 
scene of several working meetings of a 
parachute club, and while Tom has 
made some jumps, he served primarily 
as pilot for the other adventurous 
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types who wanted to test, their mettle 
in the southern Illinois skies. 

The airstrip is now the driveway. 
Tom and Brenda have kept up their 
interest in aviation, and they keep a 
Cessna 210 at the Benton airport. 
Both are taking helicopter lessons. 

Weather permitting, Brenda can 

Clockwise from far left: Brenda's Mini Mark 
sits in front of unusual home. Sleeping loft 
shows soaring structure. Tom points out one 
of the many holes drilled for straps (a hard¬ 
wood dowel in each hole prevents splitting). 
Spiral stairway leads to den and sleeping 
loft. Hand-operated gas pump is part of liv¬ 
ing room decor. Tom works with one of the 
computers his firm sells. 

sometimes be seen tooling around in 
her Mini Mark, an elegant small 
automobile generally styled after a 
herd of classic luxury cars, but based 
on a Volkswagen chassis. 

A car, like the house, a unique mix 
of the practical, whimsical and 
esthetic. 
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Rural electric and 
telephone systems 

important to economy 
Rural electric and telephone sys¬ 

tems financed by the Rural Electrifica¬ 
tion Administration (REA) were 
responsible for the creation of more 
than 27,500 new jobs in rural America 
during 1981, according to information 
compiled by REA. 

These rural electric and telephone 
systems participated in 1,216 job- 
related projects in agriculture, fores¬ 
try, recreation, housing, community 
facilities, and manufacturing and ser¬ 
vices. The most frequent type of assis¬ 
tance rendered was securing or provid¬ 
ing plant design or other technical 
assistance or in securing or providing 
development assistance. 

In addition to these job-related 
activities, rural electric and telephone 
systems also provided assistance to 
more than 600 community groups 
involving 1,585 community service- 
type projects. Assistance came through 
direct contributions, through informa¬ 
tion and planning activities, through 
provision of meeting space and clerical 
and secretarial help, and through tech¬ 

nical assistance to community groups 
as they tackled projects. 

REA, in announcing the contribu¬ 
tion rural electric and telephone sys¬ 
tems have made to the nation’s econ¬ 
omy, noted that the locally-owned 
electric and telephone systems 
financed by REA are helping “to 
encourage greater involvement by pri¬ 
vate citizens and organizations in the 
solution of public problems,” consis¬ 
tent with the goals of the President’s 
Task Force on Private Sector Initia¬ 
tives. The Task Force was established 

in late 1981 to encourage such prob¬ 
lem-solving activities, particularly at 
the community level. 

From 1961 through 1980, rural 
electric leaders alone helped start and 
expand nearly 14,000 commercial, 
industrial and community facility pro¬ 
jects, producing nearly 700,000 new 
jobs. During 1979 alone, community 
development activities in which rural 
electric systems took part resulted in 
more than 30,000 jobs. 

Rural electric systems employ over 
52,000 people nationwide. 

Outage Map If your power goes off, we offer these 
suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service entrance panels. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main 
breaker just beneath the meter. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check all wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears all right, retrip the breaker to the “ON” 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other 
emergency, please phone 618-273-2611 from 
Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
After 4-.00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call the 
home of your area serviceman listed on the map 
at left and report power failures and emergencies 
only. 

5. If your serviceman’s home phone number 
does not answer or is busy, please call 618-273- 
2611. This number is monitored around the clock 
to accept your emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the 
name and location number as listed on your 
billing envelope and other information requested. 
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Flip the switch and there’s light. 
Adjust the dial and there’s heat. Push 
the button and there’s a colored pic¬ 
ture. No doubt about it — we certainly 
take electricity for granted. 

In fact, the only time most people 
ever really think about this silent part¬ 
ner is when the bill comes or after it’s 
caused them problems. There’s no 
stopping the bills, of course. But by 
being more mindful of electricity and 
the potential hazards it creates in the 
home, you can keep the current flow¬ 
ing steadily and safely. 

Taking an electrical tour of your 
house is the first step in preventing 
powerful problems. You’d be surprised 
at the number of serious home acci¬ 
dents, including total-loss fires, which 
occurred because homeowners just 
didn’t recognize the simplest of elec¬ 
trical hazards. We’ll take an electrical 
tour of the basement (or utility room) 
to give you an idea about what to look 
for in terms of safety. Take along a 
pad and pencil to jot down the most 
serious situations — and have them 

corrected as soon as possible. You’ll 
sleep easier knowing your family is 
safe. 

The fusebox or circuit breaker 
compartment should be your first 
stop. But before you open it, find a 
flat wooden board to stand on, and 
leave it there for future use. Check the 
main wiring going in and out of the 
box. If it’s old and worn, it should be 
replaced. If it’s covered by conduit 
pipe, it’s probably in pretty good 
shape. 

Now open the box. All circuits 
should be clearly marked according to 
the area of the house or appliances 
they serve. If you have breaker 

switches, there’s nothing to service. 
For this reason, if you have fuses, you 
should consider changing over to 
breakers. Fuses or circuit breakers 
must not exceed the amperage capa¬ 
city of the circuit being protected. Cir¬ 
cuits which power heavy-duty appli¬ 
ances, such as ranges or clothes dryers, 
require appropriate size fuses. 

Whatever you do, never, never wrap 

fuses with aluminum foil or replace 

burned out fuses with pennies. Both 
will serve only to defeat the original 
purpose of a fuse, which is to interrupt 
an over-loaded circuit by melting, thus 
preventing a possible electrical fire. It’s 
much more practical to keep extra 
fuses on hand — along with a conven¬ 
iently placed and operable flashlight. 
(Did you make a note of that?) 

Appliances in your basement 
should stand on elevated concrete 
slabs, or away from low spots in the 
floor. And like all other home appli¬ 
ances with grounding plugs, they 
should be plugged into outlets on cir¬ 
cuits having a grounding conductor. If 
your house isn’t so equipped, it should 
be. Three-prong adapters just don’t do 
the job of properly grounding your 
appliances. 

Is there a workshop in your base¬ 
ment or utility room? Your electric 
tools should also have grounding plugs 
or be double-insulated. When you put 
them to work, avoid standing in wet 
spots. When you put them away, store 
them in dry places, off the floor and 
away from damp walls. Make sure you 
have the right size and number of 
circuits for the kinds of tools you’re 
using. And remember to inspect your 
power tools periodically for worn 
cords and other defects. 

One last note: Electrical repair 
work is serious business and should be 
performed by qualified electricians 
only. Your brother-in-law may work 
cheaper, but a trained professional will 
do the job right. Always be sure to 
notify SEIEC before any electrical 
work is done which may require break¬ 
ing of a meter seal. 
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Members of Hardin County’s high 
school band had a very enjoyable trip 
to New Orleans last month to partici¬ 
pate in Mardi Gras festivities. They 
won one first place trophy, a second 
place trophy and two participation 
plaques, according to Mr. Ed Welte, 
their teacher and leader who worked 
hard to make the trip a reality. 

The bank arrived at Landmarks 
Hotel near New Orleans at 4 a.m. 
Friday, February 11. At 7 a.m. they 
were taken on a tour of Jackson 
Square, the Louisiana Superdome and 
other interesting places. At 1 p.m. 
they were at Massons Restaurant for a 
seafood meal. They rested until 6 p.m. 
at their hotel and ate again, enjoying 
pizza. The rest of the day was spent 
collecting souvenirs and watching a 
parade. 

Saturday morning after breakfast 
they went to the site of the Selena 
parade and prepared to march. The 
parade was six miles long. They 
received the second place band trophy 
and a participation plaque. In the 
afternoon they watched the Endymion 

Cougars march 21.3 miles i 
parade in which Doc Severinson, 
Crystal Gayle and Kool and the Gang 
rode on floats. 

Sunday, they awoke at 7 a.m. and 
dressed for the Thoth parade where 
they were the honored band. They 
were in line behind King Thoth’s float. 
While toasting the king they played for 
the king and the dignitaries. 

After four miles of marching they 
had approximately 25 minutes to rest 
while another parade crossed their 
route. At the reviewing stand, Geroge 
Steltz, director of the Thoth parade, 
presented Mike Johnsey, drum major, 

with a first place trophy and gave Mr. 
Welte a check for $500. 

They marched 11.3 miles Sunday 
and left the New Orleans area about 
3:30 p.m. 

The band arrived home approx¬ 
imately 5:30 a.m. Monday and were 
met at Midway by the Rosiclare Fire 
Department and others and escorted 
to the school. 

Mr. Welte and the students have 
expressed their appreciation for the 
support they have received from the 
parents, teachers and the community 
to make the Mardi Gras trip possible. 

HOME FROM THE MARDI GRAS: A little weary but very happy about their 
weekend trip, the Marching Cougars show off the three trophies and two plaques 
they earned. Just making the trip and seeing the Mardi Gras was an extraordin¬ 
ary experience for most of them, but winning a first place trophy and $500 cash 
and having the applause and support of hundreds of people were exhilarating. 

The large trophy (center) is for first place in the Thoth parade. They won a 
second place trophy in the Selena parade, and a trophy and two plaques for 
participating in the parades. 

Director Welte said the support of the crowds of people kept the band 
members going, especially on the 11.3 mile Thoth parade Sunday. Story and 
photo courtesy Hardin County Independent. 

Unusual fuels highlighte 
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alternative energy rally 
Southeastern Illinois College, the 

National Alternative Energy Associa¬ 
tion, the Illinois Department of Agri¬ 
culture and the American Agriculture 
Movement recently sponsored the 
1983 National Alternative Energy 
Rally at the Holiday Inn in Muddy, 
Illinois. Speakers from across the 
country in agriculture, government, - 
education, business and industry 

treated a variety of interesting subjects 
pertaining to the renewable fuels 
movement in the United States, with 
special emphasis placed on the alcohol 
fuels production and engine conver¬ 
sion projects at Southeastern. Illinois 
College. 

Rally activities began with a tour of 
the fuel alcohol production and 
co-production utilization facilities at 

Highlighting Rally activities was the arrival of Dr. Max Schauck, a math profes¬ 
sor at Baylor University, in an alcohol-powered airplane. Dr. Schauck recently 
completed the first North American transcontinental flight in an aircraft 
powered totally by farm-grade fuel alcohol. He fuels his plane on alcohol derived 
from, among other things, waste candy, rotten oranges and corn. Dr. Schauck 
delighted Rally guests by landing his plane on the highway outside the Holiday 
Inn. Photo by Laura Larabee, Eldorado Daily Journal. 
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the Vienna Correctional Center 
located near Vienna. During the tour, 
several retrofitted internal combustion 
engines designed to burn farm-grade 
alcohol were demonstrated. Of partic¬ 
ular interest to farmers was a 504 Case 
diesel engine modified to operate on 
fuel alcohol, vegetable oils, and kero¬ 
sene. 

The Rally also featured nationally 
recognized leaders and advocates of 
alternative fuel development from 
throughout the United States and a 
number of foreign countries, including 
Canada, West Germany, Minnesota, 
North Dakota, Ohio, Missouri, Arkan¬ 
sas, Wisconsin, Michigan, Kansas, 
Iowa, Illinois, New York, Mississippi, 
Kentucky, Tennessee, California, 
Wyoming and Indiana. 
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Keep 
food hot, 

cold, dean 
A lot of people who think they 

have the flu could be suffering from a 
mild case of food poisoning. 

There probably isn’t much you can 
do to prevent the flu except get 
vaccinated. But you can prevent food 
poisoning. 

Preventing food poisoning starts 

when you harvest the food or bring it 
home from the supermarket. You have 
to keep working to prevent food 
poisoning as you store, cook and serve 
that food. But the job isn’t really so 
hard. You need to remember only 
three simple rules: Keep food clean. 
Keep food cold. Keep food hot. 

KEEP FOOD HOT 
Most germs that cause food 

poisoning are killed when you boil, 

broil or roast foods. However, when 
food stays warm for two hours or 
longer, some germs produce poisons 
that are not destroyed by heating. So, 
once food is cooked, keep it hot until 
served and refrigerate leftovers at 
once. Food left at room temperatures 
for more than two hours (including 
time to prepare) allows germs to grow 
to dangerous numbers. The germs 
seldom change the taste, odor or looks 
of food. 

KEEP FOOD COLD 

Germs can’t multiply very fast if 
the storage temperature is 40 degrees 
or below. So, store meat, poultry, 
eggs, milk and cheese in the 
refrigerator. At the supermarket, 
always pick up meat, poultry and 
dairy products last and get them home 
and into the refrigerator or freezer 
quickly. If these products get warm, 

you can have problems. 
The best way to thaw meat and 

poultry is in the refrigerator. However, 
if you must thaw them outside the 
refrigerator, put them in a sealed 

plastic bag under cold running water; 
or put them in a closed double paper 
bag (without using water, of course). 
The trick is to allow the food to get 
just warm enough to thaw and still 
cool enough to slow down germ 
growth — particularly on the surface 
of the meat. 

KEEP FOOD CLEAN 

If you keep germs off meat, poultry 
and dairy products, you avoid 
problems. Keep utensils, platters, 
hands and countertops soap-and-hot- 
water clean. Germs are a natural part 
of the environment — you have to 
keep washing them off, especially your 
hands. Don’t handle food if you have 
infected cuts and sores. 

Be careful not to spread germs from 
raw meat to cooked meat. Suppose 
you carried raw hamburgers to the 
grill on a platter; then served the 
cooked hamburgers on the same 
platter without washing it. Result: 
germs on your cooked burgers. 

Keep food Hot, keep food Cold and 
keep food Clean! 

Conserve where it counts... 

at the thermostat 

Outage Map If your power goes off, we offer these 
suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service entrance panels. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main 
breaker just beneath the meter. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check all wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears all right, retrip the breaker to the “ON” 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other 
emergency, please phone 618-273-2611 from 
Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call the 
home of your area serviceman listed on the map 
at left and report power failures and emergencies 
only. 

5. If your serviceman’s home phone number 
does not answer or is busy, please call 618-273- 
2611. This number is monitored around the clock 
to accept your emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the 
name and location number as listed on your 
billing envelope and other information requested. 
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SEIC rebuilds, relocates 4 miles of line 
as highway 34 is widened 

If you drive on Highway 34 south¬ 
east of Harrisburg, you may have 
noticed a lot of line building activity 
along with the highway construction. 
As the highway was widened, it 
became necessary for SEIEC to relo¬ 
cate about four miles of line between 
Herod and Hicks Branch, notes Mickey 
Cummins, district supervisor. 

“The old three-phase line was built 
back in 1939,” Cummins notes, “and 
was small and inadequate by today’s 
standards. Most of the old poles were 
30-footers, and the new ones are 40 to 
50 feet tall, depending on the terrain. 
Miller Construction of Vincennes, 
Indiana, did the work.” 

The old line, virtually an engineer¬ 
ing marvel when it was built 43 years 
ago, showed many signs of deteriora¬ 
tion, Cummins notes, with poles, 
crossarms and conductor all in bad 
shape. 

“The new line is three-phase too 
and will complete a usable loop 
between the Carter and Shetlerville 
substations that will enable us to feed 
one from another if we have substa¬ 
tion trouble,” he says. “The old line 
would have permitted that too, but 
the conductor was so small that it 
couldn’t have stood up to a heavy load 
for very long,” he adds, “because it 
was never designed for big heating and 
air conditioning loads. That area was 
less populated when the line was built 
than it is now, too.” 

The old conductor was #4 alumi¬ 
num conductor-steel reinforced 
(ACSR) and the new conductor is also 
ACSR, but is 0000 size, which is much 
larger. Naturally, the bigger poles, con¬ 

ductor and hardware are all much 
more expensive, and the new line was 
also built in rough, hilly terrain that 
made for a lot of hard work. “We ran 
into a lot of rock,” Cummins says, 
“and that made for some slow going.” 

But, while nobody who has exper¬ 
ienced a tornado or ice storm will 
make any rash predictions, all other 

factors being equal, the new line 
should stand up to bad weather far 
better than the old one, and the added 
ground clearance will give some extra 
safety, too. 

The line will also permit loop feed¬ 
ing if necessary and should take care 
of load growth in the area for many 
years to come. 

The map above shows the area where the new three-phase line will replace a 
similar — but much smaller - line built in 1939. The larger line will provide 
more clearance and enable SEIEC to feed between substations in the event of 
problems in the Carter or Shetlerville substations. About four miles of line were 
rebuilt to accomodate the widening of Highway 34 between Herod and Hicks 
Branch. 
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Clockwise from above: Glen displays his working 
stock and his heat treating "furnace," along with 
some knives beside him. Working on his lap work¬ 
bench. Knife blanks in various stages of completion. 
A blade ready to be drilled for rivets. File work takes 
a lot of time. The finished knife, signed with Glen's 
initials, with a handmade sheath Glen stitched toget¬ 
her. The buffing wheel is an important tool. Sparks 
fly as Glen grinds a blank. 

Old sawblade becomes ne 
Glen Butterworth has one of those 

hobbies that just keeps growing and 
growing — he makes knives for himself 
and for friends and relatives. 

“I really got started in knifemaking 
because I enjoy hunting and making a 
hunting knife would be part of the 
enjoyment. I wanted something to do 
when I was watching TV, too, and 
there’s a lot of sanding and polishing 
that I can do while I’m watching the 
set,” he says. 

Glen, a SEIEC journeyman lineman 
from Golconda, gets his stock by 
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recycling an old cutoff sawblade from 
a sawmill. The blade, about an eighth 
of an inch thick and a couple of feet in 
diameter, has so far yielded about half 
a dozen blades and looks to be good 
for about seven or eight more. A 
bigger blade, nearly four feet in 
diameter, leans against a garage wall, 
awaiting Glen’s completion of several 
knives, at which time it will be 
recycled, too. 

“My brother-in-law cuts the blanks 
out for me with a torch,” Glen says, 
“because I don’t have one and it’s 

about the only way you can do it. One 
of the knives I’m working on is for 
him, kind of as payment for his help,” 

After he gets the rough blanks, 
Glen uses a small bench grinder to 
smooth off the rough edges and give 
the blade its preliminary shaping. He 
then uses a file and fairly coarse 
sandpaper to get rid of any pits in the 
metal. 

“I get the blade shaped exactly the 
way I want it and drill the holes for 
the grips,” he says, “and it looks about 
the way it will when it’s finished. At 
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and when he ‘quenched’ it, the knife 
developed some checks and cracks. 

“I followed the directions after 
that,” he chuckles good-naturedly, 
“and the results are a lot better. I 
usually wrap the blank in an old glove 
or something, and then roll the whole 
thing up in aluminum foil.” 

The blank comes out of temper and 
quenching black and scaly, Glen says, 
and several more hours of sanding — 
with progressively finer sandpapers — 
and watching television, follow. “I use 
a little ‘lap workbench’ to keep from 
messing up the chair or carpet. My 
wife, Donna, insists on that,” Glen 
remarks. 

After some serious sanding and 
polishing on a buffing wheel, Glen 
sweat solders a handguard — usually 
made of scrap brass — onto the blade 
and fits the grips, which he rivets on. 
He says any good, well-seasoned 
hardwood will do. Then he goes back 
to the buffing wheel for final touchup. 
He also stitches sheaths together, to 
make the knife and sheath a Glen 
Butterworth creation from start to 
finish. 

Interestingly enough, Glen, who 
started out to build himself a skinning 
knife to take hunting, can’t lay claim 
to ownership of a Butterworth knife. 
His dad got the first one he made, 
daughter Susan got the second, and 
the third and fourth are spoken for, 
too. “But I’m gonna make me one one 
of these days,” Glen says. 

It’ll probably be a while! 
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utterworth knives 
that stage, though, it’s only about half 
done. It still needs to be tempered.” 

A muzzle-loading enthusiast, Glen 
got his tempering instructions from a 
catalog produced by Dixie Gun Works, 
A Union City, Tennessee, firm that 
builds and sells muzzle-loading guns 
and related hardware. 

“Actually,” he relates, “their 
instructions told how to temper the 
striker plate for a flintlock. That’s the 
part the flint hits when you pull the 
trigger and the hammer falls. It has 
to be really hard, and I figured if I 
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could get a knife that hard, it’d really 
hold a good edge. 

“The instructions,” he continues, 
“said to wrap the part in an old piece 
of leather and put it in a tobacco can 
or something, then stick it down in the 
fireplace for about 45 minutes when 
there’s a good fire going. After it’s 
good and hot, you take it out and 
drop it in a bucket of cold water.” 

Glen laughs at his attempt to 
temper his first blade by heating it 
with a torch. He couldn’t get the 

entire blank to the same temperature, 



We need 
your help 

People in general look upon bill 
paying with despair. Perhaps this is 
due to the fact that bills have an old 
habit of arriving and piling up each 
month. 

Every now and then we hear this 
question: “Why is my bill higher than 
my neighbor’s who lives across the 
road and has the same appliances that 
Ido?” 

There are many reasons why one 
family may use more electricity 
than another using the same appli¬ 
ances. One housewife may open her 
refrigerator door twice as often as 
another. Each time the door opens, 
cold air rushes out and the unit must 
run more to replace it. 

The amount of food stored in a 
freezer may cause a variation. An 
empty freezer runs more than a full 
one. Freezing food requires more 
electricity than storing food. Electric 
ranges consume electricity according 
to the number and types of meals 
prepared. 

No two families have the same 
amount of washing and no two women 
wash in the same way. One may iron 
one day a week while the other irons a 
few pieces each day. Each time the 

iron cools and is reheated, it uses 
additional electricity. 

One family may think 60- or 
75-watt bulbs are sufficient, while the 
other uses 100- to 150-watt bulbs in 
every socket. While one family retires 
at 9 o’clock and another watches TV 
until 11 o’clock, there can be no 
comparison of the consumption of 
electricity. 

Last but not least, one family may 
have adequate wiring and the other a 
poor wiring job. Voltage drop in poor 
wiring reduces the efficiency of 
appliances and wastes electricity. 

Won’t you agree that no two 
families live alike or have the same 
habits so the amount of electricity 
used will vary with the family? 

Why bills differ 
Your Cooperative has over three 

thousand miles of overhead lines and 
thousands of poles, insulators, trans¬ 
formers, and other related equipment 
necessary to supply electricity to our 
17,500 consumers. Through system¬ 
atic inspection and maintenance, we 
try to keep everything in good repair. 

Sometimes, however, the unex¬ 
pected occurs along our lines and 
creates safety hazards we can’t pos¬ 
sibly know about unless someone tells 
us. We hope that, should such a 

situation arise that comes to your 
attention, YOU will be the someone 
who reports the problem to us. 

Here are some of the kinds of 
hazards you should be on the lookout 
for: 
• Damaged or Fallen Utility Poles — 
When a pole has fallen, because of an 
accident or other reason, or when it is 
about to fall, don’t get near it. Call our 
office at once. Then, if possible, stay 
on the scene to warn others away 
from the hazardous area. We will send 
out a repair crew as soon as possible to 
correct the situation. 
• Damaged Lines or Insulators — 
Storms, accidents, or vandals may 
inflict damage to electric lines or 
insulators. Sagging or broken lines can 
be acute safety hazards. Should 
you happen on such a scene, call us at 
once. 
• Trees on Lines — Electric Power 

lines are more-or-less fixed, but nature 
(and man) seems to find ways for trees 
and lines to come together. When this 
happens, the tree can become a 
conductor of electricity and cause a 
dangerous shock to anyone touching 
it. If you see that a tree or a broken 
limb has fallen across power lines, call 
us at once. We have crews who are 
trained to eliminate such hazards 
quickly and safely. 

Never, never try to do anything 
about the safety hazard yourself. 

Outage Map If your power goes off, we offer these 
suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service entrance panels. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main 
breaker just beneath the meter. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check all wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears all right, retrip the breaker to the “ON” 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other 
emergency, please phone 618-273-2611 from 
Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call the 
home of your area serviceman listed on the map 
at left and report power failures and emergencies 
only. 

5. If your serviceman’s home phone number 
does not answer or is busy, please call 618-273- 
2611. This number is monitored around the clock 
to accept your emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the 
name and location number as listed on your 
billing envelope and other information requested. 
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Vacation will not cut much from bill 
When vacation time comes, and 

you’re planning to be gone for a 
couple of weeks or so, your electric 
bill should decrease significantly, 
right? Wrong! 

Many people believe that when 
they leave on vacation, their electric 
meter stops until they return. If they 
are on vacation for two weeks, they 
expect their electric bill to be cut in 
half. Let’s ask ourselves a few ques¬ 
tions before we assume our electric bill 
should decrease by any considerable 
amount during vacation time. 

First, was the water heater turned 
off during your vacation? Remember, 
if the electric water heater is left ener¬ 
gized during vacation, it will continue 
to operate and maintain the tank tem¬ 
perature even if you’re not using any 
hot water. 

Were the refrigerator and freezers 
emptied and turned off? If not, they 
will continue to operate to maintain 

the preset temperatures. 

Take a look at other electrical 
appliances that keep running while 
you are on vacation — clocks, attic 
fans and power ventilators, heating 
and air conditioning equipment, lights, 
and TV sets with the “instant-on” 
feature. 

If you are determined that no elec¬ 
tricity is to be used during your vaca¬ 
tion, you can accomplish this by turn¬ 
ing off your main breaker or pulling 
the main disconnect. But remember, 
when you do this, the automatic appli¬ 
ances will stop. Your refrigerator and 
freezer will defrost, your electric water 
heater will not have hot water ready 
for use upon your return, and your 
home may be too hot or too cold 
when you walk in the door. It’s a 
decision only you can make. Perhaps 
you can make arrangements with a 
neighbor to keep an eye on your place 
and adjust the heat, water heater 
and/or air conditioner shortly before 
you return. 

In addition, you may wish to 
unplug all appliances not in use. If a 
light is to be left on, it should be con¬ 
nected to a timer. If you intend to be 
gone for an extended period of time, 
contact SEIEC and make arrange¬ 
ments so your electric service will 
remain uninterrupted. 

Read your meter upon leaving, and 
again when you return. This will let 
you determine the number of kilo¬ 
watt-hours used during the period of 
time you were gone. 

Another reminder is that many 
vacationers bring home several days or 
weeks of dirty laundry. This laundry 
will give your electric water heater a 

workout during your first day or two 
back home. 

In addition to vacations, you may 
wish to take a look at some of the sea¬ 
sonal uses for electricity that may 
cause an increase in consumption. 

Let’s not overlook hobbies, either, 
or home businesses. 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE CHOSEN 

As provided by the bylaws of SOUTHEASTERN 
ILLINOIS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC., a Nom¬ 
inating Committee was chosen April 26, consisting of 
the following Cooperative Members: 

Gallatin County 
Don Brockett, Rt. 1, Omaha 
Earl Ray Edwards, Rt. 2, Omaha 

Hamilton County 
James M. Brunkow, Rt. 1, Broughton 
Lanzel Edmonds, Rt. 5, McLeansboro 

Johnson County 
Mrs. Evelyn Simmons, Tunnel Hill 
Joseph C. Whitehead, Rt. 1, Tunnel Hill 

Saline County 
L. Carl Ray, Rt. 2, Galatia 
John Endsley, Rt. 3, Harrisburg 

Franklin County 
Carroll H. Pearce, Rt. 1, Ewing 

The committee will meet at the office of the Cooper¬ 
ative on Monday, June 20, 1983 at the hour of 10:00 
a.m. for the purpose of nominating four (4) candidates 
for three-year terms as Trustees of SOUTHEASTERN 

ILLINOIS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. Directors 
whose terms are expiring include: David Ramsey, Rt. 2, 
Omaha (Gallatin County); Victor Knight, Rt. 5, 
McLeansboro (Hamilton County); Kenneth R. Webb, 
Rt. 1, Tunnel Hill (Johnson County) and W. B. Pulliam, 
Rt. 2, Galatia (Saline County). 

David Ramsey, Secretary 
Board of Trustees 
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In Cave-in-Rock 

Boosters hope theater will prov 

Hansel Austin and Mike DeGrave 
stood on the hill overlooking the tiny 
Hardin County town of Cave-in-Rock, 
discussing the problems besetting the 
sleepy-looking village perched on the 
banks of the Ohio River. The town is a 
lot like others in economically depres¬ 
sed areas in America, and the men 
know it. “Our town was dying on the 
vine,” Mike says, “but we’re trying to 
keep that from happening. We’re try¬ 
ing to revive it: put some spark back 
into it.” 

“We’d like to take advantage of 
changing vacation patterns,” Hansel 
says, adding, “People are taking 
shorter vacations now, and not going 
as far from home as they used to. We’d 
like to attract some of them to Cave- 
in-Rock by offering them a good selec¬ 
tion of things to do, places to go and 
things to see.” 

Many towns talk about such hopes, 
but Cave-in-Rock is different from 
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many in that it is actually working 
hard to make the hope become reality. 
Hansel and Mike are aware of the dif¬ 
ference and are, in fact, part of t^e 
reason for it. The difference is a very 
real community spirit, and the two 
men, along with Hansel’s brother, 
Herschel, are avid community boosters 
and promoters. 

Theirs is not the idle rah-rah boost- 
erism, and that’s for sure. They’ve put 
in many hours, gotten an acre or so of 
dirt under their fingernails and devel¬ 
oped a few aching muscles. And — 
perhaps the most unusual thing — 
they’ve spent their own money in an 
effort to pep up the town’s sagging 
fortunes. 

When the nearby fluorspar mines 
folded and small-time farming went 
the way of nickel beer, Cave-in-Rock 
found itself in deep economic trouble. 
There were no job opportunities for 
youths graduating from the area high 

school and little incentive to stay in 
town if they could. 

The town’s primary booster organi¬ 
zation hopes to change that. Known as 
the Cave-in-Rock Community Citizens’ 
Club, or “The Four C’s,” it hopes to 
bring in tourists and business. Mike is 
its president. “We have everything,” he 
says matter-of-factly, “and we haven’t 

really done as much with it as we 
should have. That’s changing now. 
We’re near the Garden of the Gods, 
Pounds Hollow, Powder Rock, Battery 
Rock, the Old Slave House, and a lot 
of other attractions. We’re only a few 
miles from where they filmed ‘How 
the West Was Won,’ and other movies 
— or parts of them — too. Our scenic 
and camping attractions are as good as 
anybody else’s, and so are our fishing, 
boating and hunting. We just need 
more in the way of things to do and 
places to eat. You still have to drive 
40 minutes if you want to go out for a 
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Clockwise from far left: View from 
lengthened stage shows many-colored 
seats in Riverfront Opera House. 
Hansel Austin looks out the window 
overlooking the town — the wall shows 
the condition of the rest of the theater 
before restoration. A theater lamp 
made from a section of rain guttering. 
Herschel manned the brothers' hard¬ 
ware store while work was going on. 
Mike DeGrave talks with Connie 
Etienne, of SEIEC staff. 

key to economic growth 

pizza,” he says, “and that’s what we’re 
working on.” 

The unlikely vehicle community 
leaders are pinning their hopes on is an 
aging moving theater, and the hours of 
reconstruction work have been 
exceeded only by the amount of 
ingenuity lavished on the structure. 

“It was built right after World War 
II as the Ohio Theater,” Hansel says, 
“and there was a frame building next 
door. It burned one night, and the 
theater burned, too. The theater was 
rebuilt. A projector caught fire about 

25 years ago, and it burned again.” 
The slide in movie attendance had 

caught up with the building. Its seats 
were taken out and disposed of and it 
was relegated to warehouse duties. 
Later, it was converted to a rock shop 

and still later small cubicles were par¬ 
titioned off, apparently in preparation 
for a career as a semi-permanent flea 
market. Those plans died with the 

building’s owner, and the Ohio waS 
put on the market. 

It was then that the Austin Broth¬ 
ers stepped in with a very real rescue 
gesture. The community club hoped to 
buy the building, re-equip it for live 
entertainment, book name acts and 
attract tourists. That would make it 
feasible — and necessary — to build a 
new motel or two, some restaurants 
would be needed, and perhaps a camp¬ 
ground or so. Other businesses would 
follow. “Branson, Missouri started out 
with just one show,” Mike reasons, “so 
why can’t we?” 

If things pan out like Hardin 
County boosters hope, the county, 
which boasts the dubious distinction 
of having the highest unemployment 
rate in the state, would happily relin¬ 
quish that position to some other, less 
enterprising county, and local youths 

could live and work near home. 
“With that idea in mind, we went 

looking for a grant,” Mike says, “but 
we learned that there was no grant 
money left.” 

“I told them I’d buy the building,” 
Hansel says, “because I had faith in 
them. The club had organized a Fron¬ 
tier Days celebration several years ago, 
and turned it over to the local Lions 
Club to operate after it got going. 
It’s still a good crowd-getter. There 
were a lot of enthusiastic people who 
were‘willing workers, so I didn’t think 
there’d be any shortage of help, and 
I’d lease the theater back to them.” 

With that hurdle out of the way, 
work began on what was to become 
the Riverfront Opera House. Plaster 
had fallen from the walls in big 
chunks. Workers patched it up and 
repainted the walls. The ceiling was 
gone, and Hansel and some helpers put 
in a new one. They rewired the place 
and put in new lights. They built some 
light fixtures from foot-long sections 
of rain guttering. 

“We scrounged for everything,” 
Hansel says with a laugh, “and I 
worked all day on it while Herschel 
minded our hardware store. We had a 
lot of volunteer help, and we hired 
two carpenters, too. In less than two 
months, we were ready to go.” 

The builders scoured the area for 
materials. A defunct theater in nearby 
Rosiclare provided seats at a good 
price, even though their half-dozen 
colors give the theater a curious var¬ 
iegated appearance. A nearby high 
school was persuaded to part with its 
old auditorium curtains when it got 
spiffy new ones. The stage posed no 
problem, even though it was too small 
for live performances. Hansel had 
bought the hard maple floor of an 

area skating rink that had gone out of 
business, and a four-foot addition 
across the width of the stage solved 
that problem. 

CCCC people added small dressing 
rooms backstage and carpeted the 
lobby. “We put red indoor-outdoor 
carpet on the sidewalk outside, too,” 
Hansel says, “kind of to give them the 
red carpet treatment.” They added a 
ticket booth and concession stand, 
signed Lonzo and Oscar to perform, 
and put up hand-drawn posters to tout 
the event. Advance tickets were a sell¬ 
out for the show, and Cave-in-Rock 

community boosters got ready to greet 
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Built in 1946 as The Ohio Theater for movie presentations, the building now 
named The Riverfront Opera House was twice gutted by fire. Cave-in-Rock 
boosters are pinning their hopes on the building, and good, family entertain¬ 
ment, to help pull the town out of its economic slump. 

the comedy team at the town’s edge as 

they drove off the Hardin County 

Ferry. “The fire truck was there,” 

Hansel says, “and the whole town 

turned out to make them welcome. A 

couple of girls held a big ‘Welcome’ 

banner across the road and they drove 

through it, and the mayor gave them 

the key to the village. We took them 

on a tour of the town and the cave the 

town’s named after, too.” 

Mike adds, “We borrowed a 60-foot 

‘Grand Opening’ banner from a Datsun 

dealer in Tennessee, and tied it across 

the street in front of the theater.” 

The performers, who’d contracted 

to do a 90-minute show, were so 

pleased and enthusiastic that they 

were on stage twice that long. When it 

came time for the spectators to leave, 

Tom Patton, owner of the ferry, kept 

it open an extra six hours so Kentucky 

residents could go home without dif¬ 

ficulty. He ran the ferry himself, and 

everybody got a toll-free trip. 

Mike, a former part-time disc 

jockey and now a truck driver, is also 

lead singer for Skyward, a local music 

group. He has some show business con¬ 

nections in Nashville and admits that 

he uses them as much as he can. “This 

looks like a good opportunity for the 

Cave-in-Rock community: not just the 

town of Cave-in-Rock but the sur¬ 

rounding area, too, the whole com¬ 

munity,” he repeats with a sweep of 

his arm, “and we take advantage of 

every opportunity we can get. We try 

to get entertainment at a good price, 

so we can keep ticket prices low. We 

want to get the kind of entertainment 

here that a couple will want to bring 

their family to, and can afford.” 

Hansel reports that an April 23 

show featuring Roy Drusky, Barbara 

Carter and Jim Pierce sold well, and 

Skyward played, too. Wendy Bagwell 

and the Sunlighters will appear on 

July 15, and Spec Rhodes will be there 

the following day, during the annual 

Frontier Day festivities. 

The bootstrap operation has 

already had some spinoff effect. 

Lonzo and Oscar were so impressed 

with Skyward’s performance that 

they’ve asked the group to back them 

up at a show in Marion. 

If a willingness to work, dedication, 

enterprise, ingenuity — and show-biz 

connections — have anything to do 

with it, Cave-in-Rock may have more 

and more spinoff in the future! 

Outage Map If your power goes off, we offer these 
suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service entrance panels. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main 
breaker just beneath the meter. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check all wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears all right, retrip the breaker to the “ON” 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other 
emergency, please phone 618-273-2611 from 
Monday through Saturday 8=00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call the 
home of your area serviceman listed on the map 
at left and report power failures and emergencies 
only. 

5. If your serviceman’s home phone number 
does not answer or is busy, please call 618-273- 
2611. This number is monitored around the clock 
to accept your emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the 
name and location number as listed on your 
billing envelope and other information requested. 
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Southeastern III. Electric Co-op 
Eldorado, III. 

Attend your Annual Meeting 

AUGUST 9,1983 
Southeastern Illinois College Registration - 6-7 p.m. 

The Annual Meeting of the Members of SOUTH¬ 
EASTERN ILLINOIS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, 

INC., will be held at the Southeastern Illinois College, 
Illinois Route 13, East of Harrisburg or South of 
Eldorado on College Drive, on August 9, 1983; that the 
period of registration for said Members will be from 
6 p.m. until 7 p.m.; business meeting of said Members 
will convene at 7 p.m. for the purpose of taking action 
upon the reports of Officers, Trustees, and Committees 

of said Cooperative; for the election of four (4) Trustees 
for a term of three (3) years each, and for such matters 
as may be properly considered at such meeting. 

The number of Trustees to be elected at the 1982 
Annual Meeting is four (4) and that in the election of 
four (4) Trustees, one each is to be elected from Gallatin 
County, Hamilton County, Johnson County, and Saline 
County. 

2 Grand Prizes: 
• microwave oven 
• color TV 

Annual Meeting 

PRIZES 2 Humidifiers and 
Manx,; More 

Awarded by Drawing 
from 

Member Registration 

To Be Eligible for Prizes You Must Be Registered and Present at Drawing 

Be Sure to Register! 
June 1 983 12a 



A number of people contend that 
many lakes in the northeastern United 
States and eastern Canada are "dying," 
because of "acid rain" and they 
believe that the reason originates in 
the Midwest. Specifically, their idea 
is that if more stringent Congression- 
a/ly mandated antipollution regulation 
is imposed on Midwestern industries — 
including power plants — that acid rain 
will vanish and the lakes and forests 
will revive. Actually, nobody can 
really say what causes acid rain, or 
how to cure it, but legislation is in the 
hopper anyway. 

That legislation could cost you a lot 
of money! 

James Ft. Chapman, executive vice 
president and genera! manager of 
Southern Illinois Power Cooperative, 
Marion, (your co-op's power supplier) 
notes that if proposed legislation 
becomes law, utilities will have some 
four options open to them, and all 
would be expensive: 
• Switch to low-sulfur coal or a blend 
of Illinois coal and low-sulfur coal. 
• Switch to some other fuel. 
• Install scrubbers on the older units 
at the power plant. 
• Premature retirement of generating 
units. 

Only the addition of scrubbers 
makes any real sense from a practical 
standpoint. The cost would quickly go 

dollars a year, as far as can be deter¬ 
mined, on top of the money spent on 
installation. The following information 
outlines the acid rain situation as it 
stands now. 

* * * * 

In recent years, the phenomenon of 
acid rain has received increased atten¬ 
tion and been widely debated and dis¬ 
cussed. Just what is acid rain? And 
what is its significance? 

Some say that “acid rain” is the 
most serious and deadly environmental 
problem of all time. Its effects are said 
to be catastrophic, causing lakes to 
turn acidic thereby killing fish, reduc¬ 
ing forest and crop growth, and deplet¬ 
ing soils of needed nutrients. 

The opposing point of view is that 
the acid rain issue has been blown out 
of proportion by anti-growth environ¬ 
mental extremists. It is being used to 
justify increased regulation of industry 
where no threat to the environment or 
public health exists. 

Somewhere between these opposing 
points of view lies the facts — what we 
know, and what we don’t know — 
about acid rain. 

What it is 
Acid rain is a term used to describe 

rainfall and other forms of precipita¬ 
tion that are more acidic than 

solutions. If pure water is exposed to 
the air, carbon dioxide in the air 
dissolves to form a weak carbonic acid 
with a pH of about 5.6. For this 
reason, 5.6 is said to be the pH of 
“normal” rainfall. Acid rain would 
have a pH value lower than 5.6. 

Acidity levels (pH) of precipitation 
vary in different parts of the country. 
Rainfall over much of eastern North 
America has an average pH in the 
range of 4.2 to 4.6. From the midwest 
to the west coast, the pH average 
ranges from 5.0 to 6.0. 

The major acid components of acid 
rain are sulfuric and nitric acids. In the 
western U.S., the proportions of sul¬ 
furic and nitric acid in rainfall are 
about equal. Rainfall in the eastern 
U.S. has a higher proportion of sul¬ 
furic than nitric acid. 

What causes it 
Acidity in the atmosphere is pro¬ 

duced by both natural and man-made 

The pH scale 
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 

The degree of acidity of a substance is measured on the pH scale, 
which increases logarithmically so that each whole number represents 
a ten-fold difference. The acidity of natural precipitation normally 
ranges between pH 5 and pH 5.6. 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
ZT 

•••••<« 
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Acidic 
vinegar 

lemon juice 

stomach acid 

Neutral 
baking soda 

egg whites 

distilled water 

Basic 

ammonia 

into the millions of dollars; the 
problem of lack of space would be a 
concern and that could well require 
the construction of new stacks, and 
even more expense. Then, operating 
the scurbbers would cost money, too: 
about three-quarters of a million 

“normal” rain. It occurs in wet and 
dry form. Wet precipitation includes 
rain, snow, hail, dew, fog and frost. 
Dry deposition includes dust and 
smog. 

The term “pH” is used to express 
the acidity or alkalinity of water 

causes. 
Natural airborne acids and their 

precursors (sulfur and nitrogen oxides) 
are formed due to geothermal emis¬ 
sions, the decay of vegetation, and by 
natural phenonena such as lightning 
and volcanic eruptions. 
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Man-made causes are primarily 
sulfur and nitric oxide emissions. 
These emissions come from the burn¬ 
ing of fossil fuels (oil, gas, coal) for 
home heating, transportation, com¬ 
mercial and industrial boilers, and 
from noncombustion industrial pro¬ 
cesses. Some emissions may undergo a 
chemical transformation and be con¬ 
verted into sulfuric and nitric acids. 
Some may become dry deposition. 

Sunlight, temperature, moisture, 
chemicals, and other factors affect the 
formation of acids in the atmosphere 
and are as important as the amount of 
sulfur and nitric oxides in determining 
whether or not acid rain will occur. 

Acid rain impacts 
The acidification of lakes and 

streams resulting in damage to fish and 
other aquatic life has been blamed on 
acid rain. There is some evidence that 
acid rain interferes with the reproduc¬ 
tive cycle of fish and other aquatic life 
in some lakes during the spring snow 
melting. While there is general agree¬ 
ment that acid rain has an impact on 
aquatic ecosystems, it is unclear to 
what extent acid rain leads to lake 
acidification. Other factors to be con¬ 
sidered include forestry and agricul¬ 
tural practices, the natural buffering 
capacity of the lake, the amount of 
groundwater a lake receives, and the 
soil characteristics of the watershed. 

It has been asserted that acid rain 
is responsible for damaging plant tis¬ 
sues, and leaching nutrients and metals 
out of soils. The result has been 
stunted forest growth, dying forests, 
and reduced crop yields. Some studies 
have been done in laboratories using 
simulated acidic rain. Recently, a 
study was completed on a forest in 
West Germany, showing degradation 
of the trees due to changing soil 
chemistry. 

There is general agreement among 
scientists that sulfur and nitric oxides, 

ozone, and other gases cause damage 
to vegetation when present in suffi¬ 
cient concentrations. More research is 
needed to determine what impacts 
there are from acid rain on plants and 
soils. In some cases the nitrogen and 
sulfur in rainfall are beneficial, provid¬ 
ing these nutrients to plants and soil. 

The deterioration of buildings, 
statues, and the corrosion of metal 
objects and finishes has been cited as 
another impact of acid rain. However, 
the role of acid precipitation in the 
corrosive process is little understood, 
and these impacts are believed to be 
primarily due to local pollution 
sources, including automobile emis¬ 
sions. 

What we don’t know 
Several acid rain research and mon¬ 

itoring programs have been undertaken 
to find answers to the many basic 
questions that are the key to under¬ 
standing the acid rain phenomenon. 
These answers will tell us to what 
degree acid rain is a problem, and how 
precisely and effectively to counteract 
it. 
• What are the mechanisms and cata¬ 
lysts that determine the extent to 
which sulfur and nitric oxides will be 
converted to acids? At what rate does 
this conversion occur? 
• How much sulfur and nitric oxide 
from natural sources is responsible for 
acid formation in the atmosphere? 
How much from man-made sources? 
• What is the role of local sources of 
sulfur and nitric oxides in the forma¬ 
tion of acid rain? The role of distant 
sources? 
• Is there a trend toward an increase 
or decrease in the acidity of rain? 
• How do weather patterns affect the 
amount and source of acid deposition 
over a given area? 
• What is the real impact of acid rain 
on lakes, soil, and vegetation com¬ 
pared to other environmental factors. 

Conclusion 
The acid rain phenomenon is a 

highly complex issue. Presently there 
is no valid scientific basis for reaching 
conclusions on what should be done 
about it. There are too many 
unknowns. More research is needed to 

answer the questions of how, when, 
why, and where acid rain is formed 
and transported, and what its impact 
is. 

This issue has become highly politi¬ 
cized. Legislation has been introduced 
in the Congress which proposes to 
solve the acid rain problem by reduc¬ 
ing sulfur oxide emissions from 
industrial and utility sources in the 
eastern half of the U.S. This legislation 
is based on the premises that the acid 
rain in the northeastern U.S. is caused 
by utility power plant emissions from 
the midwest, and a reduction in 
emissions will result in a reduction in 
the acidity of rain. Neither premise is 
based on scientific fact. 

Such a solution is no solution at all. 
It will require utilities to spend'^billions 
of dollars on a cure that may not 
work. This will only result in the con¬ 
sumer paying more for electricity, and 
other goods and services. Rather than 
rush to judgment, why not take the 
time to understand the problem fully, 
and then design a cure that fits the 
cause, and that we know will work? 

Rural electric utilities are actively 
involved in many research efforts on 
acid rain including rainfall monitor¬ 
ing, studying long-range transport of 
pollutants, and analyzing watersheds 
and lakes. They also provide financial 
support for independent research pro¬ 
grams covering other acid rain issues. 

We believe that sound scientific 
research is the best way to understand 
and solve the acid rain puzzle. For this 
reason we support legislation such as 
S. 454 introduced by Senator Byrd 
(D-WV) and H.R. 1405 introduced by 
Rep. Rah all (D-WV). These bills 
would : 
• provide grants for developing, 
demonstrating, and implementing 
methods for mitigating acid rain 
impacts on the environment. 
• require a report to Congress in five 
years on the results of the mitigation 
programs, studies conducted by the 
Environmental Protection Agency, and 
research programs of the Acid Precipi¬ 
tation Task Force. 

This or similar legislation will pro¬ 
vide a mechanism for careful study 
and evaluation of the issues, and the 
formulation of a rational, reasonable 
and effective solution to the acid rain 
question. 
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Members attending meeting will receive 
certificate good for $10 credit on bill 

All members attending this year’s 
annual meeting will be presented with 
a certificate good for a credit of $10 
that can be applied to the member’s 
electric energy assessment. 

Every registered member will 
receive a certificate and that certificate 
must be used within 60 days of the 
annual meeting date. 

It is hoped that this $10 certificate 
will help members offset their expense 
in attending their cooperative’s annual 
meeting. It is estimated that the cost 
to the cooperative for the certificates 
will be no greater than expenses 
incurred at previous meetings and that 
the full benefits will go to those 
members eligible to vote who take 

sufficient interest in their cooperative 
to attend the annual meeting. 

Besides the certificate, other prizes 
will be awarded during the meeting, 
including two grand prizes for lucky 
members who attend the meeting and 
are eligible to participate in the 
drawings. 

arrcuH 

(Must be used within 60 days 
after the cooperative annual meeting) 

Outage Map If your power goes off, we offer these 
suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service entrance panels. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main 
breaker just beneath the meter. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check all wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears all right, retrip the breaker to the “ON” 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other 
emergency, please phone 618*273-2611 from 
Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call the 
home of your area serviceman listed on the map 
at left and report power failures and emergencies 
only. 

5. If your serviceman’s home phone number 
does not answer or is busy, please call 618-273- 
2611. This number is monitored around the clock 
to accept your emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the 
name and location number as listed on your 
billing envelope and other information requested. 
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i Southeastern III. Electric Co-op 
Eldorado, III. ; 

Official notice of 
1983 annual meeting 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN That the Annual Meet¬ 
ing of the Members of SOUTHEASTERN ILLINOIS 
ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC., will be held at the 
Southeastern Illinois College, Illinois Route 13, East of 
Harrisburg or South of Eldorado on College Drive, on 
August 9, 1983; that the period of registration for said 
Members will be from 6 P.M. until 7 P.M.; business meet¬ 
ing of said Members will convene at 7 P.M. for the pur¬ 
pose of taking action upon the reports of Officers, 
Trustees, and Committees of said Cooperative; for the 
election of four (4) Trustees for a term of three (3) years 
each, and for such matters as may be properly consid¬ 
ered at such meeting. 

YOU ARE FURTHER NOTIFIED That the number 
of Trustees to be elected at the 1983 Annual Meeting is 
four (4) and that in the election of four (4) Trustees, 
one each is to be elected from Gallatin County, Hamil¬ 
ton County, Saline County, and Johnson County. 

met at the office of the Cooperative on June 20, 1983, at 
the hour of 10 A.M., for the purpose of nominating four 
(4) candidates for three-year terms as Trustees of SOUTH¬ 
EASTERN ILLINOIS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 

The undersigned presided as Secretary of the meeting. The 
following candidates were nominated: 

David Ramsey, Gallatin County 
Victor Knight, Hamilton County 

Kenneth R. Webb, Johnson County 
W. B. Pulliam, Saline County 

Dated at Eldorado, Illinois, this 20th day of June, 1983. 

Don Brockett 
Secretary of the Meeting 

August 9,1983 
Report of nominating committee 
As provided by the bylaws of SOUTHEASTERN 

ILLINOIS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC., a Nominat¬ 
ing Committee, consisting of the following Cooperative 
Members: 

at 
Southeastern 

Illinois College 

Franklin County 
Carroll H. Pearce, Rt. 1, Ewing 

Gallatin County 
Don Brockett, Rt. 1, Omaha 
Earl Ray Edwards, Rt. 2, Omaha 

Hamilton County 
James M. Brunkow, Rt. 1, Broughton 
Lanzel Edmonds, Rt. 5, McLeansboro 

Johnson County 
Joseph C. Whitehead, Rt. 1, Box 219, Tunnel Hill 

Saline County 
L. Carl Ray, Rt. 2, Galatia 
John Endsley, Rt. 3, Harrisburg 

Registration — 6-7 p.m. 

Reports from manager 
and officers 

Election of officers 

Attendance prizes 

$10 credit to members 
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Your lifestyle can make a difference 

Refrigeration 8% 

Air Conditioning 7% 

Lighting 6% 

Cooking 4% 

Clothes Drying 3% 
Other Uses 4% 

You know, you have complete con¬ 
trol over how you use your electricity. 
You choose the ingredients that are 
necessary for you to maintain your 
standard of living. 

The way you live and the way you 
use your electrical appliances have a 
greater impact on your consumption 
of electricity than the number of 
appliances you have. 

This pie chart shows the amount of 
energy used in the residential sector 
nationwide. 

Illinoisans, on the other hand, have 
relatively good lifestyles, and we tend 
to use more energy than the national 
average. This applies to all forms of 
energy — not just electricity. 

Let’s take a look at some of these 
“lifestyle considerations” that can 
make your electric bill appear to be 
higher than “normal.” 

Family Size 
Let’s face it, there is a direct rela¬ 

tionship between the number of 
people living at home and the amount 
of energy that is used. That’s especi¬ 
ally true if you have teenagers at 
home. In addition, if friends and rela¬ 
tives are visiting, you can expect to use 
more energy for cooking, baking, laun¬ 
dry, and hot water. 

Space Heating and Cooling 
From a comfort standpoint, most 

of us prefer to be relatively cool in 
summer and warm in winter. Others 
prefer temperature extremes. In 
Illinois, humidity plays an important 
part in our year-round comfort, too. If 
we operate dehumidifiers in summer 
(and, to a lesser degree, humidifiers in 
winter), this contributes to our house¬ 
hold energy consumption because they 
tend to run continuously. Portable 
space heaters, air conditioners, and 
fans in such places as the garage and 
basement also contribute to our 
energy consumption. 

By taking a look at our “comfort” 
lifestyle in terms of maintaining rela¬ 
tive humidity and temperature, we can 
use energy wisely in many ways. These 
range from adding insulation, weather¬ 
stripping and caulking to simply turn¬ 

ing down the heat and turning off the 
air conditioning in rooms not used. 

Water Heating 
About 15 percent of the energy 

used in the average American home is 
for water heating. Hot water plays a 
very important role in everyone’s life¬ 
style — but many lifestyles require 
substantial quantities of hot water, 
and that results in higher energy use. 

Ask yourself some of the following 
questions. . . 

“When I take a bath, do I use hot 
water sparingly, or is the tub com¬ 
pletely full of water?” 

“Do I take short showers, or do I 
stay in the shower until the hot water 
gets cold?” 

“Do I repair leaky faucets, or sim¬ 
ply let them drip and waste hot 
water?” 

“Do I operate automatic washers 
and dishwashers with a full load, or 

just whenever it’s convenient (like 
with a pair of jeans or just a few 
dishes)?” 

Appliance Use 
We have a host of time and labor 

saving appliances available to help us 
do our work whenever we need their 
service. As you work through this 
guide, you may notice how many 
more electrical servants you have than 
you expected. These appliances work 
for you around the clock, whenever 
you choose to use them. But wise use 
of appliances can have a positive effect 

on your energy consumption. 
For example, ask yourself questions 

like these. . . 
“Do I turn off lights when a room 

is not in use, or do I leave them on?” 
“Does my television set entertain 

the entire family, or does it entertain 
an empty room?” 

“Do I leave the oven on ‘warm’ for 
an extended period of time, or do I 
cook many dishes at once and then 
turn the oven off?” 

These are prime considerations that 
affect the amount of electricity you 
use to maintain your lifestyle. All 
Americans are part of the residential 
sector, and a spirited energy manage¬ 
ment consciousness is likely to start 
at home. 

The effects of a home and farm 
energy management program can pay 
big dividends! 

Why Is My Electric Bill 
Higher Than My Neighbor’s? 

You just answered this question 
yourself. It’s your electric bill, and it 
reflects the amount of electricity con¬ 
sumed by you and your family in 
your home and on your farm. 

Your neighbor may have a com¬ 

pletely different set of circumstances 
. . . different number of people living 

at home, different lifestyle, different 
size home, different farming equip¬ 
ment and methods, etc. These and 
many other factors make a comparison 
with your neighbor less than meaning¬ 
ful. 
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Several conditions cause low voltage 
Low voltage or not enough power 

may be the result of any one of several 
abnormal conditions. Check first with 
your neighbors to see how their lights 
and appliances are doing. If they are 
having the same trouble, you can be 
fairly certain that something is wrong 
somewhere on the main power line or 
in the substation. A lineman must then 
be sent out to find the trouble and 
make the necessary repairs to restore 
proper voltage. 

If you have installed some major 
appliances or piece of electrical equip¬ 
ment, the transformer or service wires 
may be overloaded. Everything would 
still operate normally except when 
you try to use this new equipment. 
Then evidence of low voltage would 
indicate an overload. The transformer, 
service wires or both should be 
changed. 

Sometimes low voltage and loss of 
power is due to loose or badly cor¬ 
roded connections somewhere on the 
service wires between the transformer 
and the fuse box inside your house. 
Our linemen have found that more 
than 85 percent of these troubles 
occur on the member’s side of the 
meter — in the meter base, in the 
breaker box below the meter (usually 

When there is a likelihood of power 
outages because of the severe winter 
weather we sometimes have in this 
part of the nation, people are given a 
lot of advice on how to protect them¬ 
selves and their equipment. They are 
advised to have an emergency source 
of heat, and adequate supply of food 
and water, and so forth. 

Here’s another bit of advice that 
could save grief and money: Turn off 
those electric motors! 

Prior to, during and after a power 
outage, low voltage conditions some¬ 

a bad breaker here) at the top of the 
meter pole, at the entrance cable con¬ 
nection at the house, or a loose con¬ 
nection inside the fuse box. The most 
common causes seem to be too many 
wires in one conductor to copper, and 
not having connections tight enough 
to begin with. 

If there is a loose or open connec¬ 
tion in one of the hot lines between 
the transformer and your fuse box, it 
will act exactly the same as if you had 
a meter pole breaker tripped off or a 
main fuse burned out in your fuse 
box. Here are some of the symptoms: 
1. Some of your lights and 120-volt 
appliances will work normally and 
others will not work at all. 
2. None of your 240-volt appliances 
will operate. 
3. If you have any 240-volt appliance 
turned on, voltage can then feed back 
through this appliance and some of 
your lights may be quite dim. Turning 
off or unplugging the 240-volt appli¬ 
ance will cause all the dim lights to go 
out completely. 

If there is a loose or open connec¬ 
tion anywhere in the neutral line, the 
following symptoms become quite 
evident: 
1. Some lights will get quite dim when 

times occur in feeder lines. The exces¬ 
sive current resulting in low voltage 
will overheat motor windings and con¬ 
tinued overheating will bum out the 
motor. 

You will know you have low vol¬ 
tage if your lights are much dimmer 
than usual or if your television picture 
narrows. 

It is true that many motors have 
internal protection devices, but some 
do not. So the best advice is: Turn off 
all appliances and equipment that have 
electric motors until after the power 

a 120-volt motor or other appliance is 
turned on. 
2. Other lights will get extremely 
bright. This is a dangerous voltage as 
far as light bulbs, television, micro- 
wave ovens and radio tubes are con¬ 
cerned and the trouble should be 
found and corrected as soon as pos¬ 
sible before excessive damage occurs. 
For protection of your 120-volt lights 

and appliances you should turn them 
all off until the trouble has been found 

and corrected. 
3. All 240-volt motors and appliances 
will operate normally without any 
danger of being damaged. 

Although we are always willing to 
help anyone with their voltage prob¬ 
lems, RECC cannot assume any 

responsibility for damages or losses 
caused by these abnormal voltages. 
There is no possible way that we can 
prevent damage due to wind, lightning, 
falling limbs or trees, tractor, truck or 
automobile hitting a pole or guy wire, 
bad meter pole breakers, burned con¬ 
nections due to overload, wrong 
materials being used, loose connec¬ 
tions done by others and all the other 
conditions that can sometimes cause 
higher or lower voltages than the 
equipment was designed for. 

comes back on. 
By turning off electric motors you 

may also help restore power sooner. 
Many times when the power fault is 
corrected and an attempt is made to 
bring the power back on the line, it 
kicks out again and again because all 
those electric motors which are not 
turned off in many homes and farms 
go on at once and the load is just too 
great. Protective overload line equip¬ 
ment kicks out and has to be reset. 

The best advice then is to pull the 
plug or turn off those appliances 
which have electric motors until the 
power comes back on and is stabilized. 
Appliances with electric motors 
include refrigerators, freezers, humidi¬ 
fiers, dehumidifiers, air conditioners, 
dryers, washers, and furnaces. 

Equipment that has electric motors 
include pumps, bunk feeders, silo- 
unloaders, milk coolers, crop driers, 
grinders and mixers. 

Outage: 
turn off 

those electric 
motors 
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Members attending meeting will receive 
certificate good for $10 credit on bill 

All members attending this year’s 
annual meeting will be presented with 
a certificate good for a credit of $10 
that can be applied to the member’s 
electric energy assessment. 

Every registered member will 
receive a certificate and that certificate 
must be used within 60 days of the 
annual meeting date. 

It is hoped that this $10 certificate 
will help members offset their expense 
in attending their cooperative’s annual 
meeting. It is estimated that the cost 
to the cooperative for the certificates 
will be no greater than expenses 
incurred at previous meetings and that 
the full benefits will go to those 
members eligible to vote who take 

sufficient interest in their cooperative 
to attend the annual meeting. 

Besides the certificate, other prizes 
will be awarded during the meeting, 
including two grand prizes for lucky 
members who attend the meeting and 
are eligible to participate in the 
drawings. 

enfiMc the ot-or-4 

the uMiy* of otbcttic 

(Must be used within 60 days 
after the cooperative annual meeting) 

Outage Map If your power goes off, we offer these 
suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service entrance panels. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main 
breaker just beneath the meter. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check all wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears all right, retrip the breaker to the “ON” 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other 
emergency, please phone 618-273-2611 from 
Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call the 
home of your area serviceman listed on the map 
at left and report power failures and emergencies 
only. 

5. If your serviceman’s home phone number 
does not answer or is busy, please call 618-273- 
2611. This number is monitored around the clock 
to accept your emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the 
name and location number as listed on your 
billing envelope and other information requested. 
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Capital credits for 1982 
The most economical method of 

notifying members of their capital 
credit allocation is to furnish them 
with a multiplication factor which, 
when applied to the total electric bill 
for the year 1982 will determine the 
allocation for that period. Individual 
notices will be mailed to large com¬ 
mercial consumers who are not on self 
billing. 

Members who pay their bills under 
the self billing system may determine 
the amount of their capital credit 
allocation by multiplying the total 
amount paid for electric bills in 1982 
by a factor of .04565. This factor is to 
be used by Farm and Residential 
consumers whose bills are determined 
by Schedule “A” or “A-H.” 

For those paying accounts under 

the Small Commercial Schedule, a 
factor of .04659 should be used. 

If you are unable to determine your 
1982 allocation, the amount credited 
will be furnished on request. 

The bylaws of your cooperative 
provide that each member shall be 
notified on the amount of patronage 
capital credited to his account. 

A Capital Credit Plan is an arrange¬ 
ment under which: (1) A cooperative 
and its members expressly agree that 
any paymfent by any patron over the 
cost of serving him is capital furnished 
by the patron to the cooperative. (2) 
The cooperative credits such patronage 
capital on its books to the patrons and 
(3) such capital will be retired when, 
in the opinion of the Board of 
Trustees, such retirement will not 

impair the cooperative’s financial 
position. 

The Capital Credit Plan provides for 
service at cost, for paying off the REA 
and CFC loans, for acquiring complete 
local ownership of the cooperative 
system, for giving all patrons full 
credit for all payments in excess of 
cost, and for the eventual repayment 
to the patrons of all capital furnished 
by them. 

Capital credits are not necessarily 
available in the form of cash, but are 
represented largely by investments in 
poles, wire, transformers, and other 
equipment required to provide service. 
In general, no patronage capital can be 
retired until the cooperative has 
obtained enough capital to take care 
of all its needs. 

Youth fishing contest held at Lake of Egypt 
The youths pictured at left took part 
in a youth fishing contest and clinic 
held June 4 at Elks Park at the Lake of 
Egypt. The event, coordinated by 
Richard C. South of Creai Springs, 
president of the Johnson/Williamson 
County Youth Activities, was open to 
boys and girts under 19 years old. 
Instruction was provided in water 
safety and fish identification, with 
Illinois Department of Conservation 
personnel and local fishermen lending 
a hand with teaching skills. Jason 
Becker, back row, right caught the 
biggest fish, a 1 lb., 3/10 oz. Crappie. 
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In Golcondq 
Riverview Mansion Hotel 
offers relaxed lifestyle. 

Continental cuisine 
Golconda’s Riverview Mansion 

Hotel is enjoying another revival. 
While a long succession of owners have 
made any number of enthusiastic 
attempts to restore the 100-year-old 
structure, it looks as though the one¬ 
time rivcrboat captain’s home may 
finally avoid the snags that sunk so 
many previous restoration efforts. 

Dr. Charles Paulius and his wife, 
Nancy, are providing the thrust behind 
the revival of the restaurant and hotel, 
and the story of how they came to 
buy the historic house is as unlikely as 
it is typical. They saw it, Mrs. Paulius 
was instantly enchanted and, within 
two weeks, they were owner-operators 
of an old 15-room house with a lot of 

potential. 
Assisted by Nancy’s son, Chris 

Lockwood, and Molly and Karl 
Paulius, renovation work on the house, 
which is on the National Historic 
Registry, picked up quickly. It has 
been going on since the family took 
possession in January. 

A tasteful new beige exterior paint 
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Clockwise from far left: The 1 OO-year-old 
mansion now has a coat of beige paint, 
after years of pink. The Plum Room is 
ready for elegant dining. One of the 
hotel's doorknobs shows the fancy metal¬ 
work that was popular years ago. The 
bedrooms are furnished in period furni¬ 
ture, some of which is carved to match 
carvings on the fireplaces. 

jubilee, crepes Bennete’ and strawber¬ 
ries Romanov share the dessert menu 
with pie, cake and ice cream. 

There is a casual cafe for those who 
like informal dining and the Blue 
Room, suited for more formal dining, 
is available during breakfast hours, 
too. Two others are open only during 
dinner hours. Both are color coordin¬ 
ated, one in gold, the other in plum. 

Some half-dozen sleeping rooms are 
ready for use, and they rent from $35 
to $50 per day. Other rooms are in the 

process of being redone. The new 
owners hope to attract tourists out to 
sample the scenic beauty of Southern 
Illinois, as well as hunters seeking 
Pope County deer and fishermen out 
to tap the bounty of the Ohio River. 

In keeping with its relaxed style, 
the Mansion has neither television sets 

nor radios, but music is played during 
restaurant hours, and there is a tele¬ 
phone next to the main dining room. 
The hotel provides bicycles and lawn 
sports free of charge, as well as an 
assortment of table games. 

While the restaurant-hotel stresses 
the old-time, relaxed lifestyle, manage¬ 
ment is definitely up to today’s stan¬ 
dards, and an Apple computer in the 
basement helps take care of payroll, 
inventory control and other facets of 
the business. 

All in all, the Riverview Mansion 
Restaurant and Hotel is a place you’ll 
want to visit. Perhaps you will want to 
sample the cuisine, or maybe just have 
a quick sandwich and cup of coffee, 
but be sure to note the improvements 
in the building. It’s come a long way. 

12c 

job is about complete, covering the 
passionate pink hue that has adorned 
the building for several years. While 
paint is going on outside, layer after 
layer is coming off the inside, showing 
the elegant, finely carved wood that 
added so much charm to many such 
homes. 

There is more to the Riverview 
Mansion Restaurant and Hotel than 
just a new coat of paint though. Dr. 
Paulius, a food buff, motorcycle 
enthusiast and pilot, has come up with 
a Continental menu and wine list that 
may seem a trifle out of place in a 
Southern Illinois village of 950 resi¬ 
dents. Escargot, noodles parmesan and 
chicken a la Kiev share the dinner 
menu with such traditionally “Ameri¬ 
can” staples as fried chicken, ribeye 
steaks and filet mignon. Cherries 

August 1983 



Energy conservation— 
Catch 22 

It might be called energy conserva¬ 
tion’s Catch-22. 

The label may be unfamiliar, but 
many consumers in Illinois and across 
the country are becoming well- 
acquainted with this principle — or 
soon will be. 

It takes the form of a nasty little 
string attached to conservation’s noble 
cause. It works like this: 

You find yourself squeezed by the 
rising cost of living and make up your 
mind to do something about it. 
There’s nothing you can do about the 
fixed costs you face, so you zero-in on 
some costs you can reduce, particu¬ 
larly energy expenses. You weatherize 
your home, turn down the thermostat, 
leave rooms unheated, put in a stove 
or energy-efficient fireplace system to 
use firewood you’ve cut yourself'— all 
in the interest of saving energy and 
money. 

Pretty soon, you begin to see some 
results — your efforts have paid off in 
lower fuel and electric bills. But, many 
of your neighbors and friends are 
doing the same things and they, too, 
are using less energy. 

That’s when conservation’s Catch- 
22 rears its ugly head. 

With all this conservation going on, 
your electric supplier — private utility, 
municipal system or electric coopera¬ 
tive — soon finds itself in a financial 
bind. Fewer kilowatt-hours of electri¬ 
city are being sold and revenues are 
declining while inflation is raising the 
cost of doing business. 

The supplier can’t do anything 
about its fixed costs, either — and 
there are limits to the operating 
economies that can be taken. 

As a result, the supplier has no 
choice but to increase revenues by 
raising the price of each kilowatt of 
electricity. 

This means that you and your 
neighbors will soon find that your 
conservation efforts have brought 
higher electric rates and little or 
no overall savings in dollars. 

All your “best-laid plans” have 
come to naught, right? Not entirely. 

Perhaps you haven’t achieved your 
original goal of reducing your energy 
expenses, but look at what you have 
achieved: 

• Your home is now more energy- 
efficient than ever — and that means 
it’ll require less energy throughout its 
lifetime, whatever the costs may be. 

• You and your family have 
probably learned a lot about your¬ 
selves — that you’d been careless and 
wasteful about energy use in the past, 
and that you can get along quite well 
using far less. 

These achievements can’t be trans¬ 
lated into dollar values, but, when 
coupled with those of your energy¬ 
conscious neighbors across the coun¬ 
try, they will diminish the drain on the 
world’s limited energy resources. 

And that could have important 
implications for our children and their 
children, who may — or may not — 
have new technologies to provide 
essential energy for their world. 

It is a lofty and sentimental view, 
of course, but those future generations 
may one day look back at ours, grate¬ 
ful that our vision wasn’t totally 
blocked by wasteful habits, an unre¬ 
lenting allegiance to comfort, mindless 
greed — and a principle that could be 
called conservation’s Catch-22. 

Outage Map If your power goes off, we offer these 
suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service entrance panels. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main 
breaker just beneath the meter. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check all wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears all right, retrip the breaker to the “ON” 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other 
emergency, please phone 618-273-2611 from 
Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call the 
home of your area serviceman listed on the map 
at left and report power failures and emergencies 
only. 

5. If your serviceman’s home phone number 
does not answer or is busy, please call 618-273- 
2611. This number is monitored around the clock 
to accept your emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the 
name and location number as listed on your 
billing envelope and other information requested. 
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Four area men were reelected to the board of directors at the 45th annual meeting of members of Southeastern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative last month at the Southeastern Illinois College. Pictured from left are: I/I/. B. Pulliam, Saline County, 
Kenneth Webb, Johnson County, David Ramsey, Gallatin County and Victor Knight, Hamilton County. Knight is also vice 
president of the board of directors. 

Richardson warns 

Acid rain legislation could 
boost rates 

The combined cost of wholesale 
power, depreciation and interest now 
claims more than 82 cents of every 
income dollar paid to Southeastern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative, President 
W. S. Richardson told member-owners 
August 9 during the cooperative’s 45th 
annual meeting at Southeastern Illinois 
College near Harrisburg. 

All other expenses must be met 
from the remaining 18 cents, he 
reported, stressing that the trustees 
and employees are working to control 
costs and hold rates as low as possible. 
September 1983 

The cooperative is assured of ample 
bulk power generating capacity to 
meet its needs now and in the foresee¬ 
able future, Richardson said, because 
of its membership in Southern Illinois 
Power Co-operative (SIPC) a gener¬ 
ating and transmission cooperative 
organized by SEIEC, Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative of Steeleville and South¬ 
ern Illinois Electric Cooperative of 
Dongola. SIPC supplies the three 
member-cooperatives’ bulk power 
needs from its Lake of Egypt facilities. 

Richardson warned that despite 

SIPC’s excellent record meeting air 
quality standards, legislation pending 
in the U.S. Congress to curb acid rain 
may require additional expensive 
investments in yet more emission 
control equipment and force major 

increases in area electric rates. Legisla¬ 
tion as proposed also could have 
devastating effects on the use of 
Southern Illinois coal and on area 
mining operations, he said. 

Richardson urged the audience not 
to forget why the cooperative was 
formed and what life in rural areas was 
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45th 
annual meeting 

like before the Rural Electrification 
Administration’s program made it 
possible to bring electricity to rural 
areas where the investor-owned utili¬ 
ties could not or would not go. Con¬ 
tinued availability of low interest 
loans and non-profit operation of the 
cooperative are critical to serving the 
small communities and rural areas at 
costs comparable to those paid by 
residents of cities served by the 
investor-owned utilities, he said. 

During the business session more 
than 600 members and guests heard 
Secretary-Treasurer David Ramsey 
report cooperative income rose more 
than 13 percent in 1982 over the 
previous year to nearly $21 million. 
Ramsey said the cooperative ended the 
year with only $386,245 in net 
operating margins. The cooperative 
paid more than $213,000 in local, 

16b 

state and federal taxes during 1982, 
he reported. 

Southeastern Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
erative, Inc. members reelected four 
trustees to three-year terms on the 
cooperatives’ board of directors. They 
are Ramsey, representing member- 
owners in Gallatin County; Victor 
Knight for Hamilton County; W. B. 
Pulliam for Saline County and Ken¬ 
neth Webb for Johnson County. 
Knight also is vice president of the 
board of trustees. 

Manager Roger Lentz presented 
recognition awards to eight employees 
honoring them for their services to the 
cooperative. Honored were: Lloyd 
Don Barger, Robert Donley, Wilma 
English, Ray Harbison, Roger Lane, 
Michael Perkins, Gerald Ray Sanders 
and Carolyn Sue Yates. 
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Clockwise from below: Manager Roger Lentz, right, pre¬ 

sents a wristwatch to Ray Harbison in recognition of 25 

years of service. The registration line was busy at some 

times, not so busy at others. Sue Yates, another 25 year 

veteran, receives her writswatch. Ray Sanders was another 

25-year wristwatch recipient. A member receives a coffee- 

maker as an attendance prize. Glen H. Winter of Harrisburg 

receives a color TV as a door prize. Mr. and Mrs. Paul R. 

Droit of Galatia took home a microwave oven. 
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One thing that is of little help to 
members with high usage is to com¬ 
pare bills with the neighbors. Life¬ 
styles, the number and kinds of 
appliances and the size of the family 

will cause a difference in usage. For 
example: 

• One refrigerator door may be 
opened twice as often. Each time the 
door opens, cold air rushes out and the 

unit must run more to replace it. Even 
the amount of food stored in a freezer 
may cause a variation. An empty 
freezer runs more than a full one. 
Freezing food requires more electricity 
than storing food. 

• Some families use 40-, 60-, or 
75-watt bulbs in their light fixtures 
while others use 100- or 150-watt 
bulbs in every socket. 

• One family may retire at 9 
o’clock while members of the other 
family watch television past midnight. 

• No two families have the same 
amount of laundry and no two fam¬ 
ilies wash it the same way. 

• Electric ranges and microwaves 
consume electricity according to the 
number and types of meals prepared. 
That will certainly vary with the 
family. 

• One family may have inadequate 
wiring in their home while the other 
has a good electrical system. Voltage 
drop in poor wiring reduces the 
efficiency of appliances and wastes 
electricity. 

Now let’s be fair. These are only a 
few of the human elements that enter 
into comparing electric bills. No two 
families live alike or have the same 
habits, so it is no wonder that the 
amount of usage will be different. 

Outage Map If your power goes off, we offer these 
suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service entrance panels. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main 
breaker just beneath the meter. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check all wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears all right, retrip the breaker to the “ON” 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other 
emergency, please phone 618-273-2611 from 
Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call the 
home of your area serviceman listed on the map 
at left and report power failures and emergencies 
only. 

5. If your serviceman’s home phone number 
does not answer or is busy, please call 618-273- 
2611. This number is monitored around the clock 
to accept your emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the 
name and location number as listed on your 
billing envelope and other information requested. 
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be covered by increased revenue. 
Recent news reports of lower interest 
rates at the national level and moder¬ 
ating rates of inflation hold out the 
hope that pressures on your coopera¬ 
tives operating costs will ease in the 
months ahead. 

As reported at the 1983 annual 
meeting, our rates are lower than most 
electric cooperatives in Illinois and all 
but one Illinois-based investor-owned 
electric utility. Even with the higher 
rates now going into effect, our mem¬ 
bers will continue to enjoy rates below 
average in Illinois. Any member with 
questions on the new rates, or on any 
aspect of the cooperative’s operation, 
is urged to call the cooperative office, 
273-2611. 

The following chart shows old and 
new assessments at various levels of 
consumption: 

KWH/Mo. 
Existing Coop. 

Rate “A” 
New Coop. 
Rate “A” 

Existing Coop. 
Rate “A-H” 

New Coop. 
Rate “A-H” 

100 $ 17.27 $ 18.22 $ 17.27 $ 18.22 
200 25.88 27.25 25.88 27.25 
300 34.49 36.28 34.49 36.28 
400 43.10 45.31 43.10 45.31 
500 51.71 54.34 51.71 54.34 
600 57.28 60.17 57.28 60.17 
700 62.84 65.99 62.84 65.99 
800 68.41 71.82 68.41 71.82 
900 73.97 77.65 73.97 77.65 

1000 79.54 83.48 79.54 83.48 
1200 90.67 95.13 90.04 94.50 
1400 101.80 106.79 100.54 105.53 
1600 112.93 118.44 111.04 116.55 
1800 124.06 130.10 121.54 127.58 
2000 135.19 141.75 132.04 138.60 
2500 163.01 170.89 158.29 166.16 
3000 190.84 200.03 184.54 193.73 
3500 218.66 229.16 210.79 221.29 
4000 246.49 258.30 237.04 248.85 
4500 274.31 287.44 263.29 276.41 
5000 302.14 316.58 289.54 303.98 

New rates 

effective with 

November 

meter 

reading 

New rate schedules are being mailed 
this month to all members of South¬ 
eastern Illinois Electric Cooperative 

that are effective with the October, 
1983, kwh usage and are to be used by 
all members for the November, 1983, 
meter reading. The new rates amount 
to an increase of $3.94 at the 1,000 
kwh level. 

The Board of Directors made the 
decision only reluctantly after review¬ 
ing financial forecasts and operating 
history and determining that new 
revenue is absolutely necessary to 
ensure the cooperative’s financial 
health and its continued ability to 
supply reliable electric service to our 
members. 

Interest costs and inflation have 
driven up Southeastern’s operating 
costs and the costs affecting Southern 
Illinois Power Cooperative and must 
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A Guide to Calculate Energy (is 

Appliance 
Average 
Wattage 

Monthly 
KWH 

Your Estimated | 
Monthly KWH | 

Air Conditioner (room) 1000 (varies) 1 KWH/hour 
(central) 

Automatic Blanket 
Car Ei 
Clock 
Clothes Dryer 
Coffee Maker 
Dehumidifier (8V2 KWI 
Dishwasher 
Freezer, standard (12-15 cu. ft.) 
Freezer, frost-free (12-15 cu. ft.) 
Food Mixer or Blender 
Frying Pan 
Furnace, Oil (cold months) 
Garbage Disposal 
Heater, Portable 
Hair Dryer 
Humidifier 
Iron (hand) 
Lighting (varies widely) llliiilf| 
Microwave 
Radio 
Radio-Stereo 

MHMiMiftMB «SS88S8a tm 

Refrigerator, standard (12'-16') 
Refrigerator, frost-free (16') 
Refrigerator, frost-free (20') 
Sewing Machine 
Television (Black & White, 4 hours per day 
Television (Color, 4 hours per day) 
Toaster 
Vacuum Cleaner 
Washing Machine (automatic) 
Water Heater (standard) 
Water Heater (quick recovery) 
Waterbed Heater (varies) 
Water Pump 

2500-3500 (varies) 
200 

1000 
4 

4350 
850 
300 

1190 

440 
110 

1200 
600 
400 

1500 
1250 

1100 
1600-4000 

1450 

40 
12000 

265 

r r m 1 

2.5-3.5 KWH/hour 
15 

1 KWH/hour 
3 

5 KWH/load 
8 

200 
30-48 

100-190 
150-240 

H 
15 
75 

2 
jr 
3 

16 
4 
6 

100-150 
100-120 
150-230 ■BHHnMji 

540 225-275 
75 1 

50-100 6-12 
250 30-40 
1100 4 
700 3 
600 8 

2500 (varies with family size) 400 
4500 (varies with family size) 500 
300 100 

750-1000 (Varies with depth) 40 

Home 
Total 

'The average monthly kilowatt-hour consumption figures shown on this chart 
are based on normal use. Your electrical consumption may be higher or 
lower, depending on how you and other people in your home and on your 
farm use the various appliances and equipment. 



the Home and on the Farm* 
Your Estimated 

Equipment Average KWH Use Comments Monthly KWH 

Barn Cleaner 120 Annually 
Bam Lighting 60 per month Bill. 
Barn Ventilation (Dairy) Approx. 2.5 per cow, 

per month 
Clipper 
Dairy Water Heater 

1 per 10 hours of use 
1 per 4.1 gallon Heated from 50° to 150° at 

Engine Heater (tractor or truck) 
Fence 
Grain Dryer (No Heat) 

(Heated with elect 
Grain Elevator 
Grain Grinder 
Incubator 

1 to 2 per hour 
7 per month 
1 per bushel 
2 per bushel 
4 per 1,000 bushel 
.2 per 100 lbs. 
1 per 25 eggs set 

100% efficiency 
1,000 to 2,000 watt 

Varies with weather and 
moisture to be removed 

Milking Machine (Portable) 1.5 per cow per month 
(Pipeline) 2.5 per cow per month ' ■ *'*■' *’ ifesd 

Milk Cooler (Can) 1 per 10 gallon 1/4 to 5 HP 
(Bulk) 11 per 100 gallon y2 to 7.5 HP 

Motor 1 per HP per hour Sizes 1/2 to 10 HP 
Poultry House Lighting 6 per 100 birds per month 
Poultry Water Warmer 1 per day 
Silo Unloader (Grass) 4 per ton 3 to 5 HP 

(Corn) 2.5 per ton 3 to 5 HP 
Tool Grinder .5 per hour of use 
Water Pump (Deep Well) 1.5 per 1,000 gallons At rate of 8 gallons per minute 

(Shallow Well) 1 per 1,000 gallons At rate of 8 gallons per minute 
Water Stock Tank Heater — Hog 193 per season Sheltered area 

Cattle 193 per season In barn 
Cattle 469 per season Open shed 

Cattle-Hog Combination 535 per season Open shed 
' '■'! /i. 1,208 per season Open lot 

Welder 100 per year Variable 
Yard Lighting (Dusk to Dawn) 

175 watt mercury vapor 73 per month 
250 watt mercury vapor 105 per month 
400 watt mercury vapor 161 per month 

Farm 
Total 

li 
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COOPERATIVE 
SPIRIT 

WORKING FOR YOU 

Take a good idea, add a group of 
people, mix with a sound business 
philosophy and practical know-how, 
and you've got 40,000 cooperatives 
owned and operated by the people 
they serve. 

Cooperatives meet just about any 
need you can think of serving people 
and their communities. They get 
jobs done efficiently and econo¬ 
mically that individuals simply can't 
do alone. There are cooperatives for 

electric and telephone service, hous¬ 
ing, food, insurance, farm credit, 
farm marketing and farm supply, 
health and day care, and credit 
unions. 

Look around you. Count the coop¬ 
eratives. See what's cooking with 
these thriving businesses that are 
working hard to provide goods and 
services and jobs that benefit not 
only their communities, but all of 
America. 

Outage Map If your power goes off, we offer these 
suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service entrance panels. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main 
breaker just beneath the meter. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check all wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears all right, retrip the breaker to the “ON” 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other 
emergency, please phone 618*273-2611 from 
Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. 4:00 p.m. 
After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call the 
home of your area serviceman listed on the map 
at left and report power failures and emergencies 
only. 

5. If your serviceman’s home phone number 
does not answer or is busy, please call 618-273- 
2611. This number is monitored around the clock 
to accept your emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the 
name and location number as listed on your 
billing envelope and other information requested. 
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Heat pump may 
be good investment 

in year 'round 
comfort conditioning 

As we approach the heating season, 
we are asked frequently for our 
opinion of heat pumps. Our exper¬ 
ience indicates that heat pumps are a 
good choice - IF: If, you prefer a 
central system that will both heat and 
cool. If, you purchase quality equip¬ 
ment from a well qualified and trained 
dealer-installer-serviceman. If, you 
allow the dealer enough profit so that 
he can install it properly (fully insu¬ 
lated ducts and complete controls). 

The first heat pumps were put on 
your cooperative lines nearly 25 years 
ago. Those early heat pumps had their 
problems but most are still operating. 
However, the problems with those 
early models caused the industry to 
draw back and there was little interest 

in the heat pump type of system (in 
our area) until the “energy crisis” hit 
in the early 70’s. 

During the past 10 years the most 
common type of heat pump has been 
the air-to-air pump. The one that is 
basically a “reversible” air conditioner 
with supplemental electric heating 
strips to help out when the temper¬ 
ature is near freezing or colder. 

Recently, two variations of the heat 
pump have been developed. The 
variation that is being installed in our 
area with apparent good success is the 
“add-on” heat pump. The add-on 
utilizes the existing fossil fuel furnace 
as the heat source when the weather 
is freezing. This seems to be a “a good 
way to go,” as you can take advantage 
of the economics of both systems. The 
heat pump is most efficient in mild 
weather and the fossil fuel systems are 
most efficient in cold weather. 

Another variation that is working in 
rural areas north of our area is the 
ground-water heat pump. This system 
uses water from wells or ponds as a 

source of heat and cooling. We believe 
the system will be an economical 
heating system, if one has the water 
source — especially if the “waste” 
water can be utilized. At this time 
we’re not sure that the system will be 
as good for cooling in our area as 
further north. Where the ground water 
is cool enough — no refrigeration is 
used and that is economical. However, 
in our area, the water alone may not 
be cool enough to remove the humid¬ 

ity from the house. We’ll need a few 
installations operating for a few years 
to gain experience with this type 
installation. 

While we’re on the subject of heat 
pumps, we better mention that the 
adjustment of the thermostat setting 
of heat pumps is different than other 
heat systems. Most conservation mes¬ 
sages stress turning the thermostat 
down at night (heating season) and 
during periods while away from your 
business or residence. 

Turning your thermostat down 
during the heating season, in the case 
of the conventional heat pump, and 
leaving it down will certainly save 
money. Turning it down at night and 
turning it back up again in the morn¬ 
ing (if differential is over two degrees) 
will actually result in a higher heating 
cost. 

This is because when the thermo¬ 
stat is suddenly turned up more than 
about two degrees above the actual 
house temperature, the auxiliary 
heaters will come on, and the system 
will then use approximately three 
times as much electric energy as it 
does when running only on the com¬ 
pressor. This quickly nullifies any 
over-night savings. 

Meter check program 
In the next few months, South¬ 

eastern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
will be reading all the meters it 
serves for safety hazards, electrical 
code violations and possible meter 
reading discrepancies. Please be sure 
your meter is accessible to our 
personnel. 
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Texas firm out to improve no 
expand market share after buyil 

WSIL-TV Channel 3 in Harrisburg is 
a station on the move, looking to 
become the news leader in the 
southern Illinois area. 

Mel Wheeler, Inc., a Denton, Texas 
firm which owns TV and radio stations 
in Virginia, Nebraska and Texas, 
bought the station in July of this year 
and promptly set about giving the sta¬ 
tion new life. 

“As soon as we got here,” notes 
Steve Wheeler, “operations manager, 
“we set out to get more competitive. 
Channel 3 is in an area served by two 
other televisions stations, and we’re 
all in the same marketing area as far 
as advertising is concerned. That area 
includes southern Illinois, southeastern 
Missouri and northwest Kentucky, and 
our competitors are in Paducah and 
Cape Girardeau. 

“You’d kind of expect them to 
have a good audience share in their 
own states,” he continues, “but they 
have a much better share in southern 

14b 

Illinois than we think they should 
have, and we don’t have much of a 
share in their states. We’re out to 
change that.” 

WSIL’s new owners have ambitious 
plans, Steve says, and the station’s 
workers have their work cut out for 
them for some time to come. Planned 
are new studios, modernized equip¬ 
ment and stronger signal all designed 
to contribute to the station’s competi¬ 
tive nature. 

“We opened up the studio and 
newsroom.” Steve says, “to make 
them seem roomier. The NewsCenter 
serves as both a working area for the 
news staff and a set for the 5 and 10 
p.m. newscasts. It was completed on 
September 26, and debuted on the air 
that same night. We’re working to 
improve our news coverage in the 
entire area, but especially in southern 
Illinois. 

Wheeler’s wife, Bonnie, anchors the 
news programs, and has an impressive 

news reporting background, having 
worked as reporter, producer or 
anchorwoman in Tulsa, Spokane, Port¬ 
land, San Diego and Dallas-Fort 
Worth. 

“We’re sending out a better news 
program,” Wheeler says, “but we still 
have trouble with the strength of our 
signal. We can’t cover our area as well 
as we’d like to. Our studio equipment, 
transmitter and towers are all involved 
there, and upgrading them takes time 
and costs money. And to bring in the 
money, you have to be competitive 
in the marketplace and attract adver¬ 
tisers.” 

Channel 3 is working on those 
problems. Much of the old studio 
equipment has been replaced with 
spanking new stuff, and more is com¬ 
ing. There is also a new aggressiveness 
in the quest for business. 

“We’re evaluating the strength of 
our signal,” Steve says, and improving 
its quality is a real priority. It’s kind of 
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rograming, 
WSIL-TV 

a slow process, though. We have to 
drive around to various areas and 
check our signal level so we’ll know 
our exact strengths and weaknesses so 
we can work on them, but we’re deter¬ 
mined to upgrade from top to 
bottom.” 

It will take some doing, but we’d 
bet that all the people at WSIL, with 
some help from new equipment, will 
be able to increase their market share 
in the entire area. 

Clockwise from above left: The news¬ 
room and studio have been combined 
to allow a more spacidus feeling. 
Anchorwoman Bonnie Wheeler takes a 
telephone call. Luster Fuller, chief 
engineer at WSIL, works with some of 
the new equipment. Tammy Bundren 
serves as receptionist, logs program 
time. Steve Wheeler, operations mana¬ 
ger, at the typewriter. 
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Trees and power lines 
don’t mix 

Just about everybody likes trees — 
and just about everybody needs elec¬ 

tricity. But some people don’t like 
the power lines that bring electricity 
to them — especially when it becomes 
necessary to trim or remove trees so 
they don’t interfere with power lines. 

It is a sad fact that trees and power 
lines do not coexist comfortably. If a 
branch is near a line, that’s fine. If the 
tree or branch is too close, that’s not 
so fine. Here’s why: If a branch is near 

a line and falls into it, you and your 
neighbors could be without electricity 
for several hours or more. 

Even if a branch does not fall, but 
only touches lines because of windy 
conditions or ice, it can mean the 
temporary interruption of electrical 
service, sometimes over a fairly large 
area. 

In each electrical circuit there is a 

device called a circuit recloser. 
When a branch touches the power 

lines, shorting out a circuit, the 
recloser will temporarily break the cir¬ 
cuit — this temporary break prevents 
a more permanent break by getting rid 
of a short term overload. 

You may have noticed that your 
lights will blink occasionally during a 
storm. This is the recloser in opera¬ 
tion. It will break a circuit, tempo¬ 
rarily, three times. On the fourth time, 
it breaks the circuit permanently — 
until a serviceman resets it manually. 

Clearing right-of-way is expensive 
and we’d rather not have to do it, 
partly because we like trees, too. 

But do it we must — to ensure that 
you can depend on having electricity 
most of the time — even during bad 
weather! 

GIVE THANKS 
Thanksgiving is a time set aside 

each year for everyone to pause and 
think of the blessings they have 
received during the year. As employees 
of your cooperative, we have many 
things to be thankful for. 

First and most important are our 
good members. Members who know 
and appreciate their cooperative, help 
us by providing the right-of-way for 

our lines, by reading their meters, by 
paying their bills promptly, and by 
notifying us about service interrup¬ 
tions. 

We appreciate our members’ good 
nature and helpful attitude when con¬ 
ditions beyond our control cause an 
interruption in electrical service. 

We wish to thank our members 
for their cooperation and assistance 
during the past year, and hope that 
each and every one has a blessed and 
happy Thanksgiving. 

Outage Map If your power goes off, we offer these 
suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service entrance panels. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main 
breaker just beneath the meter. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check all wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears all right, retrip the breaker to the “ON” 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other 
emergency, please phone 618-273-2611 from 
Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call the 
home of your area serviceman listed on the map 
at left and report power failures and emergencies 
only. 

5. If your serviceman’s home phone number 
does not answer or is busy, please call 618-273- 
2611. This number is monitored around the clock 
to accept your emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the 
name and location number as listed on your 
billing envelope and other information requested. 
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long void along Interstate 24 
Tom and Karen Kavelman have 

opened a new coffee shop, restaurant, 
lounge and motel at the Vienna inter¬ 
change, just off 1-24, in Johnson 
County. 

Located in a big rustic-looking 
structure, the Shagbark Inn is already 
expanding. “We have live music in the 
lounge,” Karen says, “and a small 
dance floor. It’s a small floor because 
we didn’t know how much business 
there’d be. It turned out to be more 
than we’d expected. We’re adding 300 
square feet to the dance floor, and a 
bandstand behind that. Before, the 
band just used part of the dance floor. 
We ran out of room fast.” 

Even though you might not know it 
by the “Look of the operation,” the 
Kavelmans are new to the food and 
lodging business. They are both 
from the Lincoln, Illinois area, where 
Tom was an insurance agent, kept a 
couple of cows and taught school. 

Karen taught school too. They farmed 
there for seven years before relocating 
to Southern Illinois. 

The original plan called for a simple 
restaurant, coffee shop and lounge to 
serve the local trade and those travel¬ 
ing along 1-24. It is the only complex 
of its kind between Marion, Illinois 
and Paducah, Kentucky. The Kavel¬ 
mans also hoped to bring in some of 
the area groups who held dinner meet¬ 
ings and had to go out of the county 
to find suitable facilities. “We were 
talking to a friend who advised us to 
add motel rooms too. He told us that 
once we got the first floor built, it 
‘wouldn’t cost anything’ to add a 
second floor. Well, I don’t know about 

that,” she laughs, “but we’re glad we 
went ahead and did it.” 

The 16-room motel has been an 
important part of the operation, she 
says, and has been filled up ever since 
the last week in August, at least partly 
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On the opposite page is a drawing of 
the Shagbark inn, with a copy of the 
table card used in the dining room. 
Clockwise from below, the dining 
room has a warm, well-lighted atmos¬ 
phere. Karen looks over a wailful of 
Lincoln memorabilia. Tom and Karen 
behind the counter. 

because of the recently ended deer 
hunting season. They opened the busi¬ 
ness June 28 of this year to get in on 
the July 4 weekend business, Karen 
says, “But I’m not sure we would have 
if we’d known what we were letting 
ourselves in for.” 

The Inn also provides employment 
for the Kavelmans’ daughters. Kathy is 
17, and Kristy and Kelly are 16-year- 
old twins. “We were farming before,” 
Kathy says, “and I was teaching school 
at New Burnside. The girls all helped 
out on the farm. It’s a beef and hog 
operation, and they were glad to have 
an opportunity to get into a little 

cleaner line of work. 
“We’ve set the lower floor up so the 

lounge is separated from the coffee 
shop,” she adds, “so if people don’t 
want to eat in a room where liquor is 
served, they have a place to go. The 
coffee shop is open 24 hours a day, 
too, and our cinnamon rolls are big 

and homemade. We’ve had a lot of 
comments about them.” 

The lounge reflects Karen’s interest 
in Abraham Lincoln, with much of 
one wall given over to various repro¬ 
ductions of Lincoln memorabilia. “I 
guess my interest in Lincoln stems 
from the many trips I made with my 
school kids to all the Lincoln places in 
and around Springfield when I was 
teaching,” she says, adding, “It’s inter¬ 
esting that many people have tried to 
buy some of the pictures and posters 
right off the wall, but there’s really 
nothing special here. They’re just 

reproductions, like you buy at gift 
and souvenir shops. ” 

One appeal the Shagbark Inn boasts 
is homegrown beef and pork, pro¬ 
duced right on the Kavelman farm, 
and customers appreciate that. “We’ve 
had an awful lot of favorable com¬ 
ments about our meats,” Karen says, 
“and that helps business.” 

The Shagbark Inn, besides its 
lounge, coffee shop, motel and restau¬ 
rant, also has two meeting rooms for 
groups who want to hold meetings. 
The restaurant has a buffet lunch 
Monday through Friday, and all day 
Sunday. It also has an evening buffet 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday 
nights. “I don’t know why, but we 
have a good local traffic on Wednes¬ 

days,” Karen says, “and we’re glad to 
have it.” 

Since no motel-restaurant complex 
would be complete without a video 
game room, the Inn has a small one, 
and there is a small gift and souvenir 
area at the front desk. 

The Shagbark Inn has filled in a 
long, virtually empty stretch of high¬ 
way in Southern Illinois, and has also 
filled a need for meeting rooms in 
Johnson County. If you’re traveling in 
that area, be sure to stop in and see 
the Kavelmans and their Inn. 
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TAMPERING WITH ELECTRIC 
KILOWATT-HOUR METER IS DET¬ 
RIMENTAL TO YOUR REPUTA¬ 
TION AND MAY SHORTEN YOUR 
LIFE EXPECTANCY AS WELL AS 
BREAKING THE LAW. 

Is this becoming a serious problem? 
It may be if the trend isn’t stopped. 
Anyone who would tamper with their 
electric meter is about the same as a 
chicken thief. Who did they steal 
from? Their neighbors, and who are 
those who tamper with meters stealing 
from? Their neighbors. 

Your cooperative purchases your 
electricity from SIPC and distributes 
the electricity to you. Very simply the 
cost of maintenance, operations and 
construction must be added to the 
original cost to determine the rate in 
order to continue operations. The elec¬ 
tricity your neighbor may be stealing, 
which may seem as a joke, is adding to 
your overhead and will be passed on to 
you — his good neighbor. So it is 
important to you as a consumer and 
member in helping us keep this to a 
minimum. 

As we begin to realize that those 
tampering with their meter are not 
only stealing from your cooperative 
but from you, it then becomes a 
serious problem to us all. Any help 

that you may be able to give us in 
regard to meter tampering would be 
appreciated and strictly confidential. 
Let me say here that we are talking 
about a very small percent of our 
members. We have operated on the 
honor system from the beginning in 
you reading your own meter and it has 
been very successful. Thanks to you. 

What is an electric meter? It is an 
instrument calibrated to accurately 
record the kilowatt-hours being used 
so that everyone may contribute their 
fair share in the cost of operations to 
your cooperative. As sure as you 
tamper with or cheat the meter, you 
are taking money out of your coopera¬ 
tive’s cash register. 

There are different ways that it can 
be done and in most cases you will be 
caught sooner or later. Different times 
of the year we read every meter in a 
given area and make a visual inspec¬ 
tion. We have a profile of your 
account showing kilowatt-hours used 
each month since you started receiving 
service. Sometimes this will indicate 
something is wrong. 

Is it dangerous to tamper with the 
electric meter? You bet it is. Secon¬ 
dary voltages 120/240 kill more 
people than any other voltage. When 
taking a meter in and out of the meter 
base, you may damage the insulating 

angles and energize the entire meter 
just waiting to zap you. Other devices 
used may also get you in trouble. 

We have found meters with termin¬ 
als worn, base plates burnt and know 
someone could have been seriously 
hurt. A danger that you may not be 
aware of is the high fault current that 
is available today. Building and con¬ 
necting new substations shorten our 
distribution lines. Replacing small 
transformers with larger ones is taking 
place continuously. This all adds up to 
less resistance on the system which 
simply means less resistance in a closed 
circuit will allow more' current flow. 
The fault current today is great 
enough that in the event a meter 
should be shorted out while being 
installed, gases formed in the meter 
may explode and completely disinte¬ 
grate the meter before your very 
precious eyes. 

Before you ever cheat your meter, 
think of the added cost to your neigh¬ 
bors, think of the reputation you may 
be acquiring forever and the danger 
that may be involved. Don’t think of 
what you may be saving at the present 
time but of the embarrassment and 
consequence when you are caught. 
Think of the inconvenience without 
electricity after you have been discon¬ 
nected because of your actions. 

Outage Map If your power goes off, we offer these 
suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service entrance panels. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main 
breaker just beneath the meter. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check all wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears all right, retrip the breaker to the “ON” 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other 
emergency, please phone 618-27 3-2611 from 
Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call the 
home of your area serviceman listed on the map 
at left and report power failures and emergencies 
only. 

5. If your serviceman’s home phone number 
does not answer or is busy, please call 618-273- 
2611. This number is monitored around the clock 
to accept your emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the 
name and location number as listed on your 
billing envelope and other information requested. 
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