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Be careful when 
using kerosene heaters 

Winter is here. It’s cold. You’ve 
listened to commercials on radio and 
television, seen the ads in the news¬ 
papers, and perhaps you’ve seen 
displays in stores. Kerosene stoves, 
long a stepchild in the space heating 
game, are coming into their own. In 
some cases, they’re touted as devices 
that will let you save energy — and 
money — by closing off some of your 
rooms and turning the thermostat 
‘way down, while staying toasty warm 
in a room or two. 

They’re also billed as great 
“backup” heaters in the event of an 
electrical failure. If you have electric 

heat, or a forced air furnace, and an 
ice storm causes an outage, a portable 
kerosene heater can be a big help. 

While portable heaters may well 
have a place in your space heating 
plan, they should be used carefully. 
There are three main dangers involved 
in using them. 

First, kerosene heaters are portable 
and contain a flammable liquid. If 
tipped over, they could cause a hot, 
fast-spreading fire. Some models have 
a tip-over flame extinguisher that shuts 
the heater off if it tips over. Still, you 
should always place a portable heater 
on a level surface away from wood¬ 
work, drapes or other combustible 
materials. Secondly, it is dangerous to 
fill a heater that is lit or hot. Some of 
the newer models have removable fuel 
tanks that avoid this problem. You 
should always extinguish the heater 
flame before filling the tank and, if 
possible, let the heater cool. It is a 
good idea to fill outdoors, if possible. 

Thirdly, while most modern 
kerosene heaters burn their fuel 

efficiently and produce little or no 
smoke or odor with the proper fuel, 
they use about as much oxygen as 
30 people. Be sure to buy a heater 
with an oxygen depletion system. 
These heaters turn off automatically 
when the oxygen level in a room gets 
down near the minimum breathing 
level. Even so, you should never use 
a kerosene heater in an unventilated 
space. In a well-sealed home, oxygen 
depletion is a real hazard. A good 
rule of thumb is to allow one square 
inch of fresh air opening for each 
1,000 Btu’s of the stove’s heating 
capacity. 

Heaters are often advertised as 
odor-free, and they may be, but 
you’ll need “water-clear” kerosene 
if you’re going to be able to enjoy that 
feature. This is the purest form of 
kerosene, and you may have to shop 
around to find it. If your heating 
fuel is not pure, it can cause an odor 
and, to make matters worse, it may 
gum up the wick, causing smoking and 
a damgerous carbon monoxide 
buildup. 

Very few models of kerosene 
heaters have been approved by the 
Underwriters Laboratories, yet some 
advertisers use this approval in their 
ads. A manufacturer with eight or nine 
different models may advertise that 
their heaters are “UL listed,” while 
only one or two may be. Be sure to 
look for the label on the model you 
want to buy if the UL listing is 
important to you. 

Here are some points to think 
about when you’re looking at 
Kerosene heaters: 
• Review your needs. Be sure 

your intent is to heat a small, 
well-ventilated area. 

• Be sure the model you’re 
looking at has tip-over pro¬ 
tection and an oxygen 
depletion system. 

• Try to figure if a $150-$300 
investment in a kerosene 
heater makes good sense, or 
if you could save more by 
investing in energy-efficiency 
improvements such as 
caulking or weatherstripping 
your home (keeping in mind 
that you may need a backup 
heater). 

• Be sure you can buy the pure 
fuel you’ll need to prevent 
odor and wick gumming. 

A Willie 
Conserve-A- Tip 

You can save nickels and 
dimes turning off lights in 
your home . . . but you 
can save dollars conserv¬ 
ing the big three: heating, 
cooling and water heating. 
They account for three- 
fourths of your energy bill. 

Conservenergy 
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Maintenance program to cut outage costs 
Repairs to a system like ours cost a 

lot of money. Maintenance costs 
money too, but less than mending 
trouble after it happens. With that in 
mind, SEIEC keeps a constant main¬ 
tenance program under way. This not 
only helps prevent costly after-the-fact 
repairs, but keeps the quality of 
service up where we believe it should 
be and minimizes damage in the event 
of a storm. Our system has more than 
3,000 miles of line, much of it over 
rough, wooded country, and we have 
to keep busy to maintain it. 

With that in mind, we’re working to 
upgrade our system in the Glendale 
area, changing out old lines built in the 
mid-1930’s. We’re tipping the old lines 
over and putting in larger, taller poles 

and heavier conductor (wire) and 
heavying up transformers where 
needed. The lines in that area were 
built by the late A. L. Robb, who sold 
the system to SEIEC in the 1940’s. 
There are 44 meters on this project. 

Another upgrading involves the 
replacement of an old 1939 line from 
Mitchellville to Herod down Rt. 34. 
We’re going to a larger class of pole 
and larger conductor on this three- 
phase line. Heavier loads in that area 
have made these changes necessary. 
We’re also changing up a segment on 
Rt. 14 east of Benton because of 
increased load. 

Brush clearing is an important part 
of our work, too, and we’re trimming 

limbs and cleaning brush all year long. 

This helps keep limbs out of our lines 
during storms and makes the lines 
more accessible. 

Helicopters, Incorporated, of 
Louisville, Ky., is working with us on 
an aerial inspection program. By flying 
low over the lines, we can get a look at 
them that we could get no other way, 
and seek out potential trouble spots 
that could result in outages, if they 
were not corrected. We look for frayed 
conductors, broken insulators, split 
crossarms and bad lightning arrestors. 

The ’copter has an advantage in 
that it can hover and turn faster than 
an airplane, and if we need to take a 
really close look at something, we can 
land in a nearby filed and walk over 
and inspect a pole and its hardware. 

mm 
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Please report electrical hazards 
Your cooperative has over 3,000 

miles of line and thousands of poles, 
crossarms, insulators, transformers and 
other equipment essential to supply¬ 
ing electric service to more than 
17,000 member-owners. Through a 
systematic inspection and maintenance 
program we try to keep our 
distribution system in the best possible 
condition. 

However, sometimes the unex¬ 
pected occurs. The weather, vandals or 
accidents create safety hazards that we 
can’t possibly discover unless someone 
tells us about them. That someone is 
YOU, the member. We hope that 
should an electrical hazard come to 
your attention, you will be the one 
that reports the problem to us. 

Here are some of the hazards that 
you should be on the lookout for: 

• Damaged or Fallen Utility Pole 
— When a pole has fallen because of an 
accident or any other reason, or when 
it appears it is leaning dangerously, 
don’t go near it. Don’t touch anything 
that may be in contact with the line. 
Call our office at once and give us any 

information you have about the situa¬ 
tion. 

• Damaged Lines or Insulators — 
Storms, accidents or vandals may 
damage electric lines or insulators. 
Sagging or broken lines can be a 
serious safety hazard. Notify us at 
once if you observe such a situation. 

• Trees on Lines — Electric power 
lines are essentially fixed, but nature 
(and man) seems to find ways for the 
trees and lines to come together. When 
this happens, the tree may become a 
conductor and present a potential 
hazard to anyone who comes in 
contact with it. It can also damage the 
line and cause an outage. If you know 
of a case where a tree has grown into a 
line, call the SEIEC office. Our crews 
are trained to handle such hazards 
quickly and safely. 

In summary, we are asking you — 
the member — to share the respon¬ 
sibility for locating safety hazards 
along the electric lines that serve you. 
We need your help in correcting situa¬ 
tions that present the potential for 
safety hazards and outages. 

Some energy-saving tips 
Range 
Fit pot to burner. 
Cook several 
dishes at once in 
oven. Don’t pre¬ 
heat. Turn off 
oven near epd of 
cooking-stored 
heat will finish 
job. 

Fix leaky faucets. 
Insulate heater, 
pipes. Set ther¬ 
mostat at 120° 
(140° if you have 
a dishwasher). 
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How to check farm wiring 
We can cover about 200 miles of 

line a day, and we try to keep the 
helicopter here about one week a year, 
enabling us to closely inspect some 
1,000 miles of line. We can go over our 
entire system in two or three years, 
and help keep the electricity coming, 
good weather or bad. 

Clockwise from below: B and D 
Electric of Eldorado is doing some of 
the work on our lines. The old line in 
Glendale is tipped out of the way 
while the new goes up. A helicopter 
enables us to check up to 200 miles of 
line a day. 

Occasionally we have a member 
who finds he has a ground in his elec¬ 
tric system and has probably wasted 
a considerable number of kWh before 
making the discovery. By using the 
following procedure, you can check 
your farm wiring system for grounds: 

Turn off ALL appliances, equip¬ 
ment and lights. Be sure to disconnect 
everything — even the electric clocks. 

Check the revolving disc in the elec¬ 
tric meter. It may move slowly either 
forward or backward, but will stop be¬ 
fore it makes a full turn. This is nor¬ 
mal. 

If the disc continues to rotate, elec¬ 
tric current is being used. Disconnect 
at the fuse box, one circuit at a time. 

If the meter stops, this indicates that 
the trouble is in the circuit that was 
last disconnected. Meters do not run 
unless electricity is being used. 

If the disc still continues to rotate 
after ALL circuits have been discon¬ 
nected, this indicates that the trouble 
is between the meter and the fuse box. 
The service entrance cable, trees, wind¬ 
mill frames, or ground wires may be 
the cause of trouble. 

Electricity leaks are more common 
during wet weather. The trouble can 
often be located around the water 
pumps, shop equipment or entrances 
to buildings. 

If you are unable to locate the 
ground, call your electrician. 
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Fireplace may raise heating bills 
There’s no denying the coziness 

of a toasty fire on a cold winter 
evening. However, that wealth of 
heat near the fireplace can lead to a 
false belief that heating costs are 
being reduced. 

With a conventional fireplace, the 
loss of heat begins when the fire is 
started. As soon as the flue damper is 
opened, heated room air begins to 
rise out the chimney. 

As the fire builds to a blaze, it 
burns more and more room air, 
which is replaced with cold outside 
air drawn into the house through 
infiltration points. The temperature in 
other rooms drops. The heating system 
is activated, raising the air temperature 
in the rooms. All the while, the 
burning fireplace continues sucking 
heated air into the fire and up the 
chimney. 

Finally, as the fire dies down, more 
warm air is lost as the damper is kept 
open to allow combustion gases to 
escape. 

So much heated air escapes that 
researchers at eastern university have 
found that nightly use of a fireplace 
can raise monthly heating bills by 
20 percent. 

As pointed out above, this is 
because the fireplace pulls cold outside 

air through infiltration seepage areas 
around doors, windows, wall outlets 
and others. It also allows heated air to 
rise out the chimney when the fire is 
started and when it dies down. 

While cutting waste from a fireplace 
can be done through adding glass 
doors and careful use, getting a real 
heat gain is more challenging. 

The typical fireplace delivers only 
about 10 percent of the potential heat 
available in the fuel it burns. 
Essentially two factors contribute to 
this poor efficiency. First there is no 
method of controlling combustion air. 
Second, a mechanism to transfer heat 
to where it is wanted is lacking. 

However, many recent models of 

fireplaces incorporate technology 
which makes them more efficient. 

Outside combustion air is brought 
into the fire through a duct. Some 
models offer a device to control 
the amount of air intake. And air 
exchangers are available to help 
transfer heated air into the room while 
glass doors reduce air loss up the 
chimney. 

Wood Burning Stoves 
Wood burning stoves do offer 

better performance. A testing center 
for stoves has found that heating 
efficiency ranges between 40 to 60 

percent, more than twice as high as 
even the most efficient fireplace. 

Stoves control air intake more 
precisely and their bodies act as heat 
exchangers by radiating heat on all 
sides. 

The traditional Franklin stove is 
one of the least efficient. The most 
efficient wood burning stoves are 
almost air tight and offer lots of 
surface area. 

If you have a home with an older 
type fireplace, remember that it won’t 
save you much money, so use it 
wisely. And those homeowners with 
recent models which incorporate out¬ 
side air intake and glass doors, can 
only expect marginal benefits. 

Outage Map If your power goes off, we 
offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your fuses or circuit 
breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you 
have breakers, make sure they 
are in the “on” position. 
3. If you still have no power, 
check with your neighbor to see 
if he has power. 
4. Call the appropriate number 
below and report what you have 
found. 
5. If you cannot reach your 
serviceman or if one is not listed 
for your telephone area, call 
your cooperative at 273-2611. 
6. Please give the person who 
answers, the member’s name as 
it is billed, and other infor¬ 
mation requested. 
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Working to improve 
service continuity 

Above, Merle Dailey, utility serviceman for the Pope 

County area, is shown with his new service truck, which 

enables him to do his work more efficiently. The one-ton 

# unit — with a heavy duty service body and 32-foot basket — 

replaces a three-quarter ton truck without a basket. This 

enables him to do about 90 percent of his repairs without 

climbing. The bigger truck uses regular gasoline and has a 

four-speed manual transmission, so fuel economy is about 

the same as the older trucks that burned unleaded gas and 

had automatic transmissions. At right, Mickey Cummins, 

district supervisor, works with the radio. Seven staff 

members have radios in their homes, and rotate standby 

duty one week out of seven. If you have an outage after 

hours and dial the SEIEC number, the telephone in the 

^ staff member's home rings, and he has a radio to dispatch 

help as quickly as possible. In the event of a large outage, 

others come into the office to help, because there are three 

lines leading into the office, only one to the staffers' 

homes. 
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Golconda’s 
'Bonnet Lady’ 

revives old-time 
headgear 

Lillian Sistler of Golconda has 
turned the need for eye protection and 
an old memory into a booming mini¬ 
business, making bonnets for people 
for miles around. “I used to wear 
bonnets all the time when I was a 
girl,” she says, explaining how she 
happened to get into the 
bonnetmaking business, “and no self- 
respecting girl would be seen out in 
the sun without one. Back then, you 
didn’t want to get freckles, and you 
certainly didn’t want to tan, so you 
wore a bonnet, to keep the peaches 
and cream complexion. 
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“When I was little, I lived on a 
farm near Waltersburg. Every time 
I’d start to go outside, my mother 
would say, ‘Lillian, don’t forget your 
fun bonnet,’ and I wore ‘em all the 
time. I got away from them for years, 
then I had to have an eye operation in 
1961. The doctor told me my eyes 
were sensitive and would need to be 
protected, and suggested that I wear a 
hat. Well, I thought about the old 
bonnets I’d worn as a girl, and decided 
to make one.” 

Mrs. Sistler promptly stitched 
together a bonnet to keep the sun 

from her eyes, and a woman stopped 
her on the street and asked her where 
she had bought it. “She liked it so 
much and wanted it so badly,” Lillian 
says, “that I sold it to her right off my 
head.” 

Bonnet making, Lillian says, is a 
slow process. That is why she uses a 
1920 Sears Franklin sewing machine. 
“I’ve got two electric sewing 
machines,” she says with a chuckle, 
“but I don’t use them to make 
bonnets. They just go too fast for 
me! We had five children, though, and 
I made a lot of their clothes on the 
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electrics, and all of mine, too, even 
coats.” 

‘‘The Bonnet Lady,” as she’s 
known locally, makes her headgear 
from remnants and castoff clothing, 
mostly dresses or men’s shirts. “I 
usually buy them at rummage sales, 
but some people give me material, too. 
I like to use cotton duck from men’s 
summer work pants for the brim, 
because it needs to be stiff.” 

The 83-year-old Lillian has sold 
nearly 200 bonnets since getting 
seriously into stitching, about two 
years ago and they’ve gone to several 
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different states. ‘T’ve sold them to 
people from New Jersey, Alabama, 
Tennessee, Florida, Oklahoma, 
Arizona, as well as Illinois,” she 

relates, “and one went to Sicily, too. I 
made 30 for a daughter’s club, 13 
went to a Church in Elgin, and I’ve 
given away about 40 to relatives and 
kids in the kindergarten Sunday school 
class.” 

Mrs. Sistler is becoming fairly well- 
known in Golconda, and laughs that a 
letter addressed to “The Bonnet 
Lady” reached her without any 
trouble. Actually, though, she passes 

out cards with her address and a list 
of prices, which range from $2.00 for 
a child’s bonnet to “$5.00 or less” for 
women’s. “I take them to the local 
Golden Circle senior citizen’s center,” 
she says, and they’re really popular 
there people like to have them for old 
time’s sake, and they’re practical, 
too.” 

For those who might like a 
practical, inexpensive and nostalgic 
piece of headgear, but who don’t want 

to run afoul of the Postal Service, Mrs. 
Sistler’s address is R. 3, Bond Street, 
Golconda, IL 62938 
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Clockwise from left: A pretty bonnet 
graces a pretty wig stand. Mrs. Sistler 
with several of her creations. "The 
Bonnet Lady" models one of her 
bonnets. Working with the 1920 Sears 
Franklin sewing machine, which is 
slow enough to permit slow, tedious 
work. 



Humidity too high 
or low? 

Want to know a couple of good 

“home-made” ways to test how much 

humidity you have in your house this 

winter? You don’t need a fancy 

wet-bulb thermometer or any other 

complicated apparatus to help you 

find out if your humidity is “just 

right.” That is, at a level where you 

need the least heat to feel com¬ 

fortable. 

Put three ice cubes in a glass of 

water and let stand for three minutes. 

If the glass begins to sweat at about 

that time, your house has proper 

humidity. Also, when it’s real cold 

out, a window pane is a good indicator 

of the humidity level in a room. A lot 

of condensation or frost on the pane, 

whether it’s single layer, or insulated 

or backed up with a storm window, 

means there’s too much humidity. A 

little moisture is good; a lot — or none 

at all — is not so good. 

Cold, relatively dry outside air will 

find its way into your house no matter 

what you do to keep it out, it seems. 

Every cubic foot of air that goes out 

your clothes dryer’s vent or your 

kitchen ventilator or up your fossil 

fuel furnace’s flue (if the furnace is 

inside the heated space) is immediately 

replaced with an equal quantity of 

outside air. It rushes in every crack 

and crevice it can find and you have to 

humidify it to make it comfortable. 

A heat loss study of your home 

would probably allow for so many 

exchanges of air per hour — depending 

on what kind of vapor barrier the 

house has, what kind of windows, 
storms and weatherstripping. Even a 

very tight, well-constructed, new 

house may experience a complete air 

exchange in two hours. An older home 

that was built in the days of cheap 

energy may have a complete air 

exchange in only 40 minutes. 

So, if it’s so difficult to keep all 

that dry air outside where it belongs, 

what can you do about your home’s 

humidity this winter? Kitchen and 

bath vent fans help a lot if there’s too 

much humidity. Not hanging wet 

clothes in the house helps too. A 

clothes dryer vent diverter (with a fire- 

safe lint filter, of course) can exhaust 

moist (and warm!) air into your living 

space instead of outside. Humidifiers 

and dehumidifiers can be used, too, 

but as sparingly as possible if you can 

control humidity levels by venting or 

one of the other methods mentioned. 

Keep track of 
your energy 

use 

Electric bills are up. 

But so are costs for all forms of 

energy. 

By becoming a meter monitor you 

can chart changes in your family’s 

lifestyle that will enable you to live 

within your energy budget. 

Using a chart with each day’s date 

and kWh used, jot down the reading 

on your electric meter. If possible, 

begin your readings on the day you 

read your meter and enter the reading 

on your billing stub which you return 

with your payment. 

Each day read your meter and 

subtract the previous day’s reading 

from the current reading and you have 

the kilowatt-hours used during the 

24-hour period. By adding the daily 

figure into a weekly total and the 

weeks into a monthly total, you can 

see how much power your family used 

— and when — during that monthly 

billing period. 

Outage Map 
A 

If your power goes off, we 

offer these suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit 

breakers. 

2. Check your meter pole. If you 

have breakers, make sure they 

are in the “on” position. 

3. If you still have no power, 

check with your neighbor to see 

if he has power. 

4. Call the appropriate number 

below and report what you have 

found. 

5. If you cannot reach your 

serviceman or if one is not listed 

for your telephone area, call 

your cooperative at 273-2611. 

6. Please give the person who 

answers, the member’s name as 

it is billed, and other infor¬ 

mation requested. 
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Energy 

assistance 

program 

funds 

available 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Inc. is 

cooperating with the Illinois Home Energy Assistance 
Program, which provides assistance to income eligible 
households in payment of home energy bills. Applications 
are accepted on a first-come, first-served basis. 

A household may qualify for assistance if income 
for the past 90 days is: 

$1,347 or less for a one person household 
$1,783 or less for a two person household 
$2,668 or less for a four person household 

Applicants are asked to provide proof of household 
income for the past 90 days and submit a copy of the 
current energy bill. 

The following agencies are administering the Home 
Energy Assistance Program and may be contacted regarding 
date and location applications are being taken. 

Shawnee Development Council, Inc. 
P. O. Box 298 
Karnak, IL 62956 
Phone: 618 634-2281 

Serving Alexander, Hardin, Johnson, 
Massac, Pope, Pulaski and Union Counties 

Volunteer Services 

2209 West Main Street 
Regional State Office Building 
Marion, IL 62959 
Phone: 618 997-4371 ext. 270 

Serving Franklin, Jefferson and Williamson 
Counties 

Wabash Area Development, Inc. 
P. O. Box 89 
Mill Shoals, IL 62862 
Phone: 618 896-5375 

Serving Edwards, Gallatin, Hamilton, 
Saline, Wabash, Wayne and White Counties 

Additional information may be obtained by calling 
Toll Free 800 252-8643. 

Connie Etienne, an Eldorado native, has been hired to 
fill the newly-created position of Administrative Assistant 
of Communications at Southeastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative. Connie worked in SEIEC's billing department 
for a short time before leaving six years ago to work for the 
Illinois Department of Rehibilitation Services as a 
rehibilitation counselor. She holds a B.S. Degree in Home 
Economics from Eastern Illinois University, Charleston, 
Connie, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Etienne, Jr., 
lists travel and flower arranging as her favorite hobbies. 
She lives in Harrisburg. 
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Some people take up new hobbies 
at the drop of a hat, so to speak, and 
discard them just as quickly. Not 
Rossma Broadway. She is a weaver and 
quilter, and has been for the better 
part of 65 years. Mrs. Broadway, who 
lives near Golconda, recalls the day 
when a picture frame salesman came 
around when she was nine years old. 

“I was in the loom room weaving 
when he was talking to my mother,” 
she laughs, “and they were in another 
room. When you’re weaving with the 
stuff I use, you thread the shuttle 
through the warps and really press the 
material into the last run. Well, you 
have to give it two or three really good 
bangs, and the salesman heard the 
noise and asked what it was. My 
mother said, “That’s my daughter, 
weaving,’ and he wanted to see. He 
looked in and saw that I was just a 
nine-year-old kid and he was really 
impressed. He told it all over the 
country about the little girl he’d seen 
weaving.” 

One of Mrs. Broadway’s daughters 
thinks the hobby may go back even 
further. “We got into genealogy,” 
she relates, “and found out that 
one of Mom’s grandfathers had served 
in the Revolutionary War. 
Interestingly enough, he was a weaver, 

too. I guess it’s in her blood!” 
The quilting goes back about as far 

as the weaving. Mrs. Broadway 
remembers getting up in the mornings 
and getting all the morning chores 
done. Her mother had a quilting frame 
attached to the ceiling so it could be 
rolled up and out of the way when not 
in use. “I had two sisters,” she says, 
“and we’d all sit around the edges 
and quilt. We all learned when we were 
just little. I’ve always enjoyed it. 
Quilting and weaving are just some¬ 
thing I’ve always done.” 

While many latter-day quilting 
enthusiasts are heavily into sewing by 
machine, Mrs. Broadway does much of 
her quilting the old fashioned way: 
one stitch at a time, the way she 
learned years ago. 

While there is an old saying that the 
cobbler’s children go shoeless, Mrs. 
Broadway has not neglected the 
12-room house where she lives with 
her husband, Cecil. The 70-year- 
old structure in the old Waltersburg 
community is chock full of the 
products of her loom and needle. 

While Mrs. Broadway is proud of 
her rugs and quilts, and her ability to 
make them, she is obviously equally 
pleased with her children, some of 
whom are carrying on the artistic 

Keeping an artistic herit 
Clockwise from above, Mrs. Broadway 
is surrounded by her quilting 
handiwork. She exhibits one of the 
many rugs she has woven. A quilted 
bedspread. Mrs. Broadway sits among 
the dozens of quilted articles she has 
made: the photos behind her are of 
her mother and father. A king-sized 
homemade quilt for a fine master 
bedroom. Mrs. Broadway at her loom. 
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tradition. They have been notified that 
they will be honored at an art fair in 
Paducah in mid-April, as a family of 
artists. 

Daughter Faye Cossey of Golconda 
spent 20 years in Arizona, bringing 
back with her many fine paintings of 
the desert scenery in that area. She 
returned to Southern Illinois after 
retiring, and has kept up her painting 
in the Pope County area. 

Another daughter, Frances Trail, 
lives in Metropolis. “I work in 
ceramics and China painting, too,” 
Frances laughs, “but you’re not 
supposed to mention the two in the 
same breath, because China painting is 
an entirely different medium.” 

Another point of pride with Mrs. 
Broadway is the fact that she is a 
great-great-great-aunt, and there is a 
very real possibility that there may be 
another “great” in there, too. “There’s 
one branch of the family we don’t 
hear from very much,” she laughs, 
“but I wouldn’t be surprised if they 
had a baby by now!” 

Somewhere in that line of 
descendants, it’s very likely that there 
is yet another artist — someone 
destined to carry on the tradition 
handed down from the Revolutionary 
War weaver. 

e alive 
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Safety tips for power tools 
1. KNOW YOUR POWER TOOLS. 

Read the manual carefully; learn 
the tool’s application and 
limitations and its potential 
hazards. 

2. GROUND ALL TOOLS - 
UNLESS DOUBLE INSULATED. 
If tool is equipped with three-prong 
plug, it should be plugged into a 
three-hole electrical receptacle. If 
adapter is used to accommodate 
two-prong receptacle, the adapter 
wire must be attached to a KNOWN 
ground. NEVER remove third 
prong. 

3. KEEP GUARDS IN PLACE and 
in working order. 

4. KEEP WORK AREA CLEAN. 
5. AVOID DANGEROUS 

ENVIRONMENT. Don’t use power 
tool in damp or wet locations; keep 
work area well lighted. 

6. KEEP CHILDREN AT SAFE 
DISTANCE AWAY. 

7. STORE IDLE TOOLS. When 
not in use, tools should be stored in 
dry, high or locked-up place — out 
of reach of children. 

8. DON’T FORCE TOOL. Do not 

exceed the rate for which it was 
designed. 

9. USE RIGHT TOOL. Don’t force 
small tool to do the job of heavy- 
duty tool. 

10. WEAR PROPER APPAREL. 
Avoid loose clothing or jewelry 
that can get caught in moving parts. 
Use rubber gloves and footwear 
when working outside. 

11. USE SAFETY GLASSES with 
most tools, also face or dust mask if 
cutting operation is dusty. 

12. DON’T ABUSE CORD. Never 
carry tool by cord or yank it 
to disconnect. Keep cord from oil, 
heat and sharp edges. 

13. SECURE WORK. Use clamps or 
vise to hold work; this frees both 
hands to operate tool. 

14. DON’T OVERREACH. Keep 
proper footing and balance at all 
times. 

15. MAINTAIN TOOLS WITH 
CARE. Keep sharp and clean, 
follow instructions for lubricating 
and changing accessories. 

16. DISCONNECT TOOLS when 
not in use — before servicing, 

when changing attachments, etc. 
17. AVOID ACCIDENTAL 

STARTING. Don’t carry plugged-in 
tool with finger on switch. 

A DEVICE THAT SHUTS OFF 
THE ELECTRICITY when a person 
receives an electric shock is available 
through electric shops. The device, 
called a “ground fault interrupter,” 
comes in several capacities and 
models: one kind plugs in and the 
other can be wired in. If a current as 
high as one two-hundredth of an 
ampere flows to ground through a 
person touching an appliance, the 
electricity is shut off in as little as 
one-fortieth of a second. This prevents 
the shock from being harmful. The 
device operates on the principle 
that the amount of current flowing in 
the two wires to an appliance is the 
same when it is operating properly. If 
there is a “fault to ground” such as 
when a person gets a shock, the 
amount of current flowing through the 
two wires will not be the same. This 
difference is sensed by the control 
circuitry which shuts off the power. 

Outage Map If your power goes off, we 
offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your fuses or circuit 
breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you 
have breakers, make sure they 
are in the “on” position. 
3. If you still have no power, 
check with your neighbor to see 
if he has power. 
4. Call the appropriate number 
below and report what you have 
found. 
5. If you cannot reach your 
serviceman or if one is not listed 
for your telephone area, call 
your cooperative at 273-2611. 
6. Please give the p ^rson who 
answers, the member’s name as 
it is billed, and other infor¬ 
mation requested. 
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SEIEC offers 

$250 scholarship 
to Rend Lake College 

Connie Etienne, left, SEIEC admin¬ 
istrative assistant of communications, 
talks with Rend Lake Community 
College officials about the $250 
scholarship fund offered by SEIEC. 
From left are: Miss Etienne, Doug 
Carlson, comptroller; Carroll Turner, 
vocational dean; and Ron Appuhn, 
comptroller. 

Your water heater 
Conserving the nation’s energy 

begins with you, right in your own 
home. Look around at the many 
electrical appliances that surround 
you. There are ways to use them more 
efficiently even while you enjoy their 
many time-saving advantages and con¬ 
veniences. 

An appliance you may not think of, 
however — because it is usually hidden 
away in a closet or a dark area of your 
basement — is your water heater. Your 
electric water heater is one of the 
biggest “energy hogs” in your house. 
By decreasing the demand for hot 
water you are saving both energy and 
dollars, 

• Run dishwasher only when you 
have a full load. A half load uses just 
as much electricity and hot water, but 
accomplishes less. 

• Operate your automatic dish¬ 
washer in the late evening when power 
loads are less. 

• Rinse dishes in the sink prior to 
putting them in the dishwasher, and 
use a shorter cycle on the dishwasher 

to decrease hot water use. 
• Fix all leaky faucets. One drop 

per second can add up to as much as 
four gallons of water a day. One leaky 
faucet can waste anywhere from 2,500 
to 5,000 gallons of water a year. In 
rural areas you may have your own 
well, so this may or may not be as 
important a factor. . .but if it is a hot 
water faucet that is leaking, you are 
wasting the energy that heats the 
water. 

• Whenever you save water in 
cooking, dishwashing, bathing or 
washing, you save pumping energy. 
Use hot water conservatively and at 
lowest practical temperature. 

• Letting the water, run while 
rinsing dishes by hand wastes hot 
water needlessly. In hand dishwashing, 
either fill one sink basin with hot 
water to dip the dishes in, then dry on 
a rack. . .or rack the dishes and spray 
them at one time. 

• There are “water heater jackets” 
available which serve as insulation 
around your water heater to prevent 

heat from escaping. Contact your rural 
electric Cooperative for information 
on the purchase of a low-cost, energy¬ 
saving jacket. 

• Some companies manufacture 
shower heads that retard the flow of 
water and thus save energy. Reducing 
the length of time you shower, as well 
as the water temperature, we also 
conserve. A shower is usually more 
energy-efficient than a tub bath, since 
less hot water is used. 

• Lower temperature of water by 
adjusting the thermostat on your 
water heater to 120 degrees (130 
degrees if you have a dishwasher). To 
do this, turn electricity off, remove 
cover plates, part the insulation, turn 
thermostat controls down, put 
insulation back, replace cover plates 
and turn electricity back on. 

Don’t ignore your water heater! By 
applying these conservation tips and 
getting the whole family in on the 
act, you should be able to make a dent 
in your energy bill, instead of your 
billfold. 
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It was just 11 years ago that a 
19,000-acre tract of land north and 
west of the town of Benton began to 
disappear under the water that would 
make it Rend Lake, and it was just a 
little before that that several families 

left their homes to make way for 
the flood. 

How has the area fared since? 
Well, if you ask Coy and Wilma 
Cockrum, they’ll tell you it has 
improved. They had to move, just 
as others did, but not so far. They 
moved across the road, refurbished an 
old horse barn — which they turned 
into a store — and settled in. They’re 
the only original residents still living in 
the Hazel Dell Township. 

It turned (hit pretty good for 
us,” says Wilma, “because we had 
a stable here and we weren’t using 
it any more. The kids had wanted 
horses when they were young and 
we’d built stables and bought some 
thoroughbreds. The kids had outgrown 
them, so we had a vacant building. 
Since we have a little grocery store 
here now, people like to kid us about 
going from stables to staples.” 

Coy and Wilma, both lifelong 
residents, went to school together 
in area schools and, Coy laughs, “I 
knew she was mine by the time 
we were in fifth grade.” Long after 
that, Coy became township supervisor. 
He still is, even though his con¬ 
stituency has shrunken somewhat. 

It was quite a change the lake 
brought with it,” Coy says, “in that 
the economy here was based quite a 

bit on coal mining and farming. 
Suddenly tourism became an 
important part of our economy.” 

Coy talked to chambers of com¬ 
merce around the area, pointing out 
the benefits of tourism, not just to the 
lakeshore businesses, but to nearby 
towns as well. 

“I pointed out that tourists don’t 
just come here and stay. They get out 
and move around and go shopping in 
nearby towns. You can see it in the 
sales receipts of all the towns around 
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Benton area businesses gearin 
the lake. When the tourist season starts 
on April 1, the sales receipts 
immediately go up, and when the 
season winds down, so do the sales. 
It’s as simple as that. The situation’s a 
lot better than it used to be.” 

Coy and Wilma’s store was the 
first business to open up on the 
lake, and they’ve added about 100 
trailer spaces for campers. They 
tried to operate on the premise that if 
they treated customers the way they’d 
like to be treated themselves, the 
business would prosper. “We try to be 
helpful,” Wilma emphasizes, “and if 
somebody needs something we don’t 
have, we’ll get on the phone and 
try to locate it for them, or we’ll call 
medical help, or do whatever is needed 

to make 
pleasant.” 

So far the minimarketing strategy 
seems to be working. The Cockrums 
note that they’ve had many repeat 

customers and the operation is still 
growing steadily if not spectacularly. 
“We put in an ice cream store not too 
long ago,” Coy says, “because there 
seemed to be a good market for it and 
our daughter and her son can run it for 
us. They needed something to do and 
this works out great. We serve real 
hand-dipped ice cream, too,” he says 
pointedly, “not the soft serve stuff. 
Ours is the old-fashioned kind. Kinda 
like our way of doing business.” 

Another old-fashioned twist Coy 
and Wilmas add to their operation is a 
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Clockwise from far left: l/Vilma at the 
cash register. Stocking the store is an 
important part of the early spring. 
Wilma talks with Connie Etienne, 
SEIEC administrative assistant of 
communications in the converted 
horse barn now used as a store. Paul 
Dickerson, operator of the Rend 
Lake Marina. Coy Cockrum, with 
several of the 100 camper spaces 
visible in the background. 

p for 11th year of lake-related activities 
gospel sing held every year the Sunday 
night before Labor Day. They book a 
couple of well-known gospel singing 
groups from the area, open up a large 
field to spectators and everybody 
wants who wants to can take part in a 
good old-fashioned sing. 

The Rend Lake Marina is another 
operation that, obviously, wouldn’t 
have come about if not for the lake. 
Owned by the U. S. Army Corps of 
Engineers and operated by Paul 
Dickerson, it is a full-fledged marina 
operated on a year-round basis. 
Offering sales and rentals on a full line 
of boats, the marina also has covered 
and open docks, and all slips have 
power and water. 

“We also offer shoreline moorage 

for pontoons and houseboats,” 
Dickerson says, “and a total com¬ 
munications and security system. We 
well lures and live bait, too, as well as 
skiing accessories.” 

A relative newcomer to the lake 
with only four years under his belt, 

Dickerson notes that the marina brings 
a lot of tourists into the area. “We sell 

about 30,000 gallons of marine fuel a 
year, and we employ eight people 
during the summer. They work the gas 
pumps, perform boat services, make 
repairs, all the things that go with 
making people’s stay pleasant. 

“Actually,” Paul continues, “the 
hardest work is in the winter. We’re 
busier in the summer, but it’s lighter, 
easier work. When the tourists are 

gone, we have to keep boats from 
being iced in or blown away. Those are 
things you have to do in the middle of 
the night or when it’s storming. 
We also upgrade the facilities. This 
year we put in ground fault inter¬ 
rupters to the electrical outlets on 
each dock, and added three feet of 

height to the breakwater to keep wave 
action out of the marina.” 

So, while the tital effect of some 
two million people flooding into the 
area and back out during a six-month 
period obviously cannot be completely 
unmixed blessing, it is equally obvious 
— from the sales receipts of nearby 
towns — that the tourists brought 
by Rend Lake have helped improve 
the area’s economy considerably. 
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All 
members 

pay 
As you know, your electric bill 

is determined by the usage recorded 

on your electric meter. 

Electric watt-hour meters are 

extremely reliable instruments, when 

they are free from deliberate 

tampering. From time to time your 

Cooperative finds meters that have 

been tampered with, which indicates 

that electricity was being used without 

it being metered. Your Cooperative’s 

rates must be set to cover the cost of 

all electricity used on the system, 

whether it is metered or not. This 

places an additional burden on all 

members because the purchase cost of 

unmetered kilowatt-hours must be 

shared by all members. 

You, as a member, can help your 

Cooperative, and yourself, by reducing 

losses from unmetered electricity. If 

you or your electrician find it 
necessary in the course of making 

wiring changes, to cut or remove a 

meter seal, call the Cooperative office. 

We will note the removed seal and 

have it resealed at a convenient 

opponunity. 

Also, if you find a meter van¬ 

dalized, shot or damaged in some 

manner, call the office and the 

problem will be taken care of. If you 

have a meter that is repeatedly 

vandalized, we will ask your help in 

preventing a recurrence. 

Attention 
all members 

Keep 
track of 

your 
energy 

use 

Electric bills are up. 

But so are costs for all forms of 

energy. 

By becoming a meter monitor you 

can chart changes in your family’s 

lifestyle that will enable you to live 

within your energy budget. 

Using a chart with each day’s date 

and kWh used, jot down the reading 

on your electric meter. If possible, 

begin your readings on the day you 

read your meter and enter the reading 

on your billing stub which you return 

with your payment. 

Each day read your meter and 

subtract the previous day’s reading 

from the current reading and you have 

the kilowatt-hours used during the 

24-hour period. By adding the daily 

figure into a weekly total and the 

weeks into a monthly total, you can 

see how much power your family used 

— and when — during that monthlv 

billing period. 

If you are going to be on vacation 

at the time when payment of your 

power bill is due, please make 

arrangements to have someone pay the 

bill, make an advance payment on an 

estimated bill or at least notify us that 

you are going to be gone. 

Unless you notify our office, we 

have no way of knowing that you are 

on vacation and we can only assume 

that your bill is delinquent. 

Outage Map If your power goes off, we offer these 
suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service entrance panels. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main 
breaker just beneath the meter. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check all wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears all right, retrip the breaker to the “ON” 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other 
emergency, please phone 618-273-2611 from 
Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call the 
home of your area serviceman listed on the map 
at left and report power failures and emergencies 
only. 

5. If your serviceman’s home phone number 
does not answer or is busy, please call 618-273- 
2611. This number is monitored around the clock 
to accept your emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the 
name and location number as listed on your 
billing envelope and other information requested. 
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Eldorado, III. 

Richard Jeffries, engineering party chief, works out of 
the Benton headquarters. He has been with SEIEC since 
February, 1977. A native of Denver, Colorado, he spent 20 
years in the Navy, learning engineering and construction 
skills in the Seabees. The Jeffries family lives in West 
Frankfort, which is Mrs. Jeffries’ home. Richard and Linda 
have a son, Darrin, 15, and a daughter, Jill, 12. 

Jeffries says his hobbies include puttering around 
the house, puttering around on the golf course and just 
being outside. “I’m not really a hunter or fisherman,” he 
says, “but I just like to be outdoors, anyway.” 

Inheriting the wind 
Tornadoes strike Illinois during all 

months. In an average year, nine 
tornadoes will strike Illinois. Statistics 
from previous years indicate most of 
these will hit between March and 
June; however, the week of April 
15-21 is the prime week for their 
occurrence. Strangely enough, the 
week prior to this has the lowest 
frequency of these types of storms 
than any week during the months of 
March through June. Illinois is eighth 
among states in number of tornadoes 
per year. Due to our population 
concentration, we rank first in the 
number of deaths and second in total 
damages. 

Twisters may hit any part of the 
state, but an area of tornado high 
frequency, described by some as a 
“tornado alley” exists from Missouri 
through the counties of Madison, St. 
Clair, Monroe and Randolph and 

sweeps northeast through the state 
into the northeast corner of Illinois. 
(See the map). 

Tornadoes are known in many 
shapes from the funnel-shaped tornado 
of Wizard of Oz fame, to some who 
resemble ropes which dance and 
flutter. Others are seen moving in the 
clouds, and not at ground level. These 
may be creating havoc on the ground, 
but simply not picking up visible 
debris. The Great Tri-State Tornado 
of 1925 looked like a dark, menacing 
thunderstorm until it hit; the first 
and only warning being a loud 
“whoosh.” 

There are three types of tornadoes, 
according to the Atmospheric Sciences 
Section of the Illinois Water Survey. 
Small tornadoes with diameters of tens 
of yards and ground paths of 1-2 
miles. This type appear as “dancing 

(continued to page 12d) 
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Martha Kristan is keeping alive a 
family tradition that at one time 
seemed to have been dying out, and 
she makes friends and neighbors 
happy, too. She makes — and gives 
away — dozens of finely-decorated 
Easter eggs, done in the European 
and Ukranian tradition, much as she 
learned from her grandmother and 
mother, who considered the pastime 
to be a part of their Russian heritage. 
This year she gave away about three 
dozen eggs, each of which took about 
two hours to complete. Last year she 
made about 125. 

“I start with duck eggs because 
they have tougher shells,” the Royal- 
ton-area woman notes, “and my 
husband, James, and I raise ducks for 
that reason. I empty the eggs out by 
blowing air into them with a hypo¬ 
dermic needle, and after they’re 
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washed and dried, they’re ready to 
work on. Wherever I want the egg to 
be white, I ‘paint’ it with beeswax 
from our hives. I mix a little red or 
brown crayon with it so I can see 
where I’ve already worked. It comes 
off when I’ve finished, and you can’t 
see that it was there.” 

The European method, she 
explains, is done with a pin stuck into 
a pencil eraser. With the pencil held 
backwards, the head of the pin 
becomes a stylus point, which she dips 
into the melted beeswax and applies to 
the egg shell. 

The Ukranians customarily used 
tiny funnel-shaped containers affixed 
to the tip of a stick. The user placed a 
small quantity of beeswax in the 
“funnel,” which they warmed over a 
candle flame, then applied to the egg 
shell through a tiny hole in the reser¬ 

voir. Martha doesn’t like that method, 
because of the fire danger. “Some¬ 
times I like to work late in the even¬ 
ing,” she explains, “and often as 
I bent over the candle I could feel my 
eyelids drooping. I figured that if I 
wasn’t careful, I’d have a fire, so I got 
an electric stylus. It does a good job 
and I don’t have to have the candle 
flame. It’s a lot safer.” 

Once the first pattern is drawn on, 
Martha says, the egg is ready for the 
analine dye. “You start with the 
lighter colors and work up to the 
darker ones. Some eggs wind up with 
as many as half a dozen colors on 
them,” she adds. After applying the 
first design and dyeing the egg, it 
is ready for the next wax application, 
which will take on the color of the 
first dye. After all the waxes are 
applied, and the egg dunked in the 
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Royalton-area woman 
keeps old tradition alive 

final dye, which should be the darkest, 
the egg is a sight to see. “It’s a mess,” 
Martha says. “By the time I’ve worked 
on it for a couple of hours, it’s almost 
sohd black. 

“Then,” she adds, “I’ll dry it , heat 
it over a candle flame and wipe it off 
with a facial tissue. People told me for 
a long time that I should use a soft 
flannel cloth, but lint comes off and 
stays on the egg, so I’ve found that the 
paper tissues are best.” 

Another area people seem to 
disagree on, she notes, has to do with 
the kind of flame to use in melting off 
the accumulated wax when the egg is 
finally out of the final dye bath. 
“People have told me not to use the 
old traditional candle flame,” she 
remarks, “because it’ll blacken the 
shell. But I don’t hold the egg in the 
flame, but close to it; off to the side a 
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little. If you touch the wick with it 
you’ll get a stain, for sure.” 

Mrs. Kristan’s expertise and years 
of experience in Easter egg coloring is 
sometimes in demand by various civic 
groups, and she’s happy to give others 
the benefit of her skills. 

“We lived in Jo Daviess County 
until we moved back to my husband’s 
family farm six years ago,” she says, 
“and many people there were inter¬ 
ested in demonstrations. I gave one for 
the county extension people and over 
100 persons attended. Some drove 70 
miles from Rockford, and the news¬ 
paper there did a story on it, too. I 
showed church groups, too.” 

Probably one of the most unusual 
requests came from a group of band 
boosters at the high school in Eliza¬ 
beth. “They wanted to find a good 
money-making project to buy new 

band uniforms, so they asked me if I’d 
show them how to color eggs, and I 
did. It was one of several projects, and 
they all helped. Actually, I don’t sell 
the ones I color. I give them to friends 
as gifts because I like to share during 
the Easter season,” she says. 

From left, abpve: Mrs. Kristan, sur¬ 
rounded by eggs she has already 
decorated, works on another. An 
electric stylus works well for her and 
minimizes fire danger. A wooden egg 
brought home by relatives from a trip 
to the Soviet Union, where such eggs 
are popular. A mixture of beeswax and 
crayon goes into the electric stylus. 
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Inheriting 
the wind 
(continued from page 12a) 
ropes.” Medium-sized tornadoes with 
diameters of 100-300 yards and a 
path of 5-15 miles will often appear as 
the traditional funnel and are 
potentially quite destructive. Large 
tornadoes with diameters of 1/2 to 
1 1/2 miles and a path of up to 150 
miles have funnels so large that they 

'Tornado Alley' — Areas most com¬ 
monly raked by tornadoes in Illinois. 

are seldom indentifiable as a funnel. 
They account for only one percent of 
all tornadoes, but cause 20 percent of 
all damage in the U.S. Most tornadoes 
are connected to the southwest 
corner of a thunderstorm cloud 
which is usually moving from south¬ 
west to northeast and because of 
this, a thunderstorm may have moved 
to the north of a site before its twister 
strikes. 

Predicting the time of occurrence 
by past performance, it seems that 
40 percent of all tornadoes in Illinois 
occur from 3-6 p.m.; 70 percent occur 
2-8 p.m. According to these facts, 
15-20 percent of tornadoes will strike 
during the dark of night. 

Tornado watch and tornado 
warning are not the same thing: 

TORNADO WATCH: Informs 
public that conditions are favorable 
and probabilities highest for this type 
of storm. 

TORNADO WARNING: Tells us a 
tornado has been sighted and we 
should seek shelter. 

Where you are when a tornado 
warning is sounded determines what 
safety measures you may incorporate. 
Some general guidelines provided by 
the U. S. Department of Commerce, 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, and the National 
Weather Service include: 

IN HOMES: The basement offers 

the greatest safety. Seek shelter under 
sturdy furniture if possible. In homes 
without basements, take cover in the 
center part of the house on the lowest 
floor and in a small room or closet. 
Keep some windows open, but stay 
away from them. 

IN MOBILE HOMES: Mobile 
homes are particularly vulnerable to 
destructive winds. Proper tie-downs to 
prevent overturning will minimize 
damage. There should be a designated 
community shelter where mobile 
home residents can assemble during a 
warning. If there is no such shelter, do 
not stay in a mobile home during a 
tornado warning. 

IN OPEN COUNTRY: If there is no 
time to find suitable shelter, lie flat in 
the nearest depression such as a ditch 
or ravine. 

IN OFFICE BUILDING: Go to an 

interior hallway on the lowest floor, 
or to the designated shelter area. 

If a warning occurs while you are 
shopping, seek shelter inside a solidly 
build building. Avoid buildings with a 
wide free-span roof. Do NOT attempt 
a mad dash to your parked car. 

During unsettled weather, do not 
call your weather bureau except to 
report a tornado sighting. Following 
a storm, beware of structural damage 
in buildings, electrical hazards and fire 
hazards such as gas or oil leaks and 
broken electrical wires. 

Outage Map If your power goes off, we offer these 
suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service entrance panels. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main 
breaker just beneath the meter. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check all wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears all right, retrip the breaker to the “ON” 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other 
emergency, please phone 618-273-2611 from 
Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call the 
home of your area serviceman listed on the map 
at left and report power failures and emergencies 
oniy. 

5. If your serviceman’s home phone number 
does not answer or is busy, please call 618-273- 
2611. This number is monitored around the clock 
to accept your emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the 
name and location number as listed on your 
billing envelope and other information requested. 

J 
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SIEC to begin meter checks 
Pictured above are members of the SE/EC meter department, which makes sure that all our electric meters are running 
properly and recording exactly the amount of electricity used — no more, no less. They will be in the field soon, making 
spot checks of meters throughout the system. Greg Thomas, the newest member of the team, is seated, while David Stilley 
is standing at left, and Philip Irvin, foreman, is standing at right. 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE CHOSEN 

As provided by the bylaws of SOUTHEASTERN 
ILLINOIS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC., a 
Nominating Committee has been chosen, consisting 
of the following Cooperative Members: 

Franklin County 
Robert Barancher, Rt. 3, Benton 
Carroll Pearce, Rt. 1, Ewing 

Gallatin County 
James A. Patton, Rt. 1, Equality 
Don McCue, Rt. 1, Shawneetown 

Pope County 
Chester Davis, Rt. 1, Golconda 
Mrs. Mildred Belcher, P. O. Box 325, Eddyville 

Saline County 
Alfred Johnson, Rt. 4, Harrisburg 
Raymond Vinyard, Rt. 4, Harrisburg 

Williamson County 
Eugene Cobb, Rt. 4, Marion 

The committee will meet at the office of the Coopera¬ 
tive on Monday, June 28, 1982 at the hour of 10:00 
a.m. for the purpose of nominating four (4) candidates 
for three-year terms as Trustees of SOUTHEASTERN 
ILLINOIS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 

June 1 982 10a 



This is the time of the year for 
summer camps, and the 4-H Camp at 
West Frankfort Lake is now in full 
swing. All the facilities pictured on 
these pages are being used as kids from 

all over southern Illinois flock to the 
camp for one-week sessions of fun, 
sun and homesickness. 

The 90-acre camp, which is on the 
northern shore of the lake, is marking 
a milestone this year — this is the 50th 
year of operation, notes Frank Turok, 
area adviser for camping and outdoor 
education, University of Illinois Coop¬ 
erative Extension Service. “The camp 
was originally located at Dixon 
Springs, but it was moved here in 
1949,” Turok says, “and has been here 
since. The camp board is giving some 
consideration to having some kind of 
observance, but it’s not firmly planned 
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yet. They’re thinking about a time 
capsule to be opened in 25 or 50 
years, but nothing’s been set up yet.” 

While plans for an anniversary 
observance are tentative, there’s 
nothing tentative about the camp’s 
activities. Kids have an opportunity to 
take advantage of many water-related 
activities including swimming, canoe¬ 
ing, sailing and fishing. There’s a 
pontoon boat for really dedicated 
nonswimmers. “We have a lot of our 
activities around the lake,” says Larry 
Duke, caretaker and camp coordin¬ 
ator, “and there’s even a little sand 
beach that’s rebuilt as needed with 

Summer brin 
4-H camp at W< 

sand that’s trucked in especially 
for that purpose. We have an enclosed 
area for nonswimmers and larger, more 
open areas for swimmers of different 
skill levels. No matter how well a kid 
can swim, nobody is allowed in the 
water unless a lifeguard is on duty. 
We have each camper take a swimming 
test and make a name tag when they 
come to camp, and they hang them on 
a board when they go into the beach 
area, so we can have kind of a roll call 
just by looking at the board.” 

While safety is stressed at all times, 
there are enough venturesome 
activities to make the camp fun. For 
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From far left: The zip line offers a 
quick and exciting way to cover an 
80-yard gap, while a pathway offers 
traverse for the faint-hearted. Larry 
Duke checks the turn buckle on the zip 
line. Top, tree limbs frame the dining 
hall and meeting area. A view of the 
beach from the meeting shelter. The 
Indian at the gateway. Amber Duke 
tries on the Indian's nose, which froze 
off during the coldest day of the year. 
An epoxy repair job is in the works. 

six cabins for boys and 11 for girls, 
and a large shelter for skits, songfests 
and general camp get-togethers. The 
cafeteria is another popular place, and 
simple, robust meals help fuel all kinds 
of summer activities. Then there’s the 
first aid cabin, “We get a lot of cuts, 
scratches and insect bites,” notes Mrs. 
Duke — Amber — who serves as 
co-caretaker of the camp, “We get a 
lot of stomach aches, too,” she adds 
with a chucjcle, “but most of those 
translate out to homesickness. Most of 
the kids just need someone to talk to 
for a while.” 

Then, most of them are ready to go 
about the business of what they go to 
summer camp for — swimming, rid¬ 
ing the zip line, sailing, practicing their 
archery, making craft items and gener¬ 
ally having a good time! 

10c 

hectic pace to 
t Frankfort Lake 

those who are so inclined, there is a 
confidence course — sort of a beer- 
budget survival hike — and the stout¬ 
hearted might take a fling at the zip 
line. The zip line is a sturdy cable 
stretched across a ravine and rigged 
with a pulley which enables a camper 
to make a quick traverse of the gully 
by holding on to the pulley and 
stepping off a platform, to “zip” 
across the 80-yard space. 

While many of the camp’s activities 
are centered around the water, there 
are other activities, too. There is an 
archery range and finishing touches 
have been put on a spanking new rifle 
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range to replace the old one that was 
so far from the camp’s hub as to be 
almost unused. “We moved it in 
closer,” Turok says, “and went with 
National Rifle Association specifica¬ 
tions. It’s a better range and it’s close 
enough that we think a lot of kids will 
want to use it.” 

There are indoor activities, too, and 
craft enthusiasts have not been left 
out. 

“The camp is set up to accommo¬ 
date up to 200 kids, but we try to 
keep our groups at about 160 or so 

so the campers can have access to 
more activities,” Larry says. There are 



The 
message 

in your 
power bill 

The simple truth is that the high 

cost of public policy is reflected in 

your power bill. How? If you stop to 

think for just a minute or so, you’ll 

recognize that Southeastern Illinois 

Electric Cooperative is really no dif¬ 

ferent from many other businesses. We 

have to either pass on to our con¬ 

sumers all of the costs we incur in 

providing electric service or we simply 

must go out of business. 

What kind of public policy costs 

are there for which we are simply the 

messenger? Here are a few. How about 

the cost of clean air, clean water and 

the restoration of land following strip 

mining? 
Did you know that as much as one- 

third of the cost of electricity out of a 

new generating plant is necessary just 

to meet environmental concerns? 

Public policy today dictates that we 

do everything possible to keep the air 

and water clean and to restore the 

land. Would we want it any different? 

Probably not, but who finally tells you 

how much this costs? Those of us at 

SEIEC are the messengers when we 

reflect that high cost in your electric 

bill. 

Take high interest costs, as another 

example. Did SEIEC invent high 

interest rates? Are those of who work 

here responsible? 

Long-term loans that finance new 

generation plants have cost up to 18.9 

percent annual interest. We certainly 

didn’t want to pay that high interest 

rate any more than you do, but, who 

gives you the message of that high 

cost? We do, through your electric bill. 

Another factor you should consider 

is the recent public policy which calls 

for deregulation of energy prices. That 

policy, enacted by Congress, says in 

effect that deregulation will permit 

energy to rise in cost and find its true 

market value. The theory is that higher 

costs will cause people to conserve. 

Can there be any doubt that this 

policy was successful in bringing about 

conservation? 

The result is that natural gas is up 

238 percent in price since 1973, the 

price of gasoline at the pump is 

unbelievable. Coal, used to generate 

electricity, is up about 377 percent 
nationwide. Did SEIEC make that 

decision to deregulate energy prices? 

No, we simply act as a messenger in 

sending you an electric bill which 

reflects the cost of deregulation. 

How about high property taxes? 

Local governments love the tax dollars 

from electric facilities. Here at home, 

SEIEC’s property tax bill in its ten- 

county area was $24,308. Who 

actually pays those costs? The answer 

is obvious . . . you do! 

Even the call for conservation has 

its effect. As a matter of fact, the 

short-term reward for energy conserva¬ 

tion by you, our members, is higher 

electric bills. As your use goes down, 

there are fewer sales over which we 

can spread our increasing costs. The 

result is simply a higher price per kWh. 

Perhaps by now we’ve made the 

point that costs associated with recent 

changes in public policy are huge. 

These costs account for nearly all of 

the increases in your electric bill. We 

didn’t design and indeed we don’t even 

agree with some of these public 

policies. Nevertheless, we are the mes¬ 

sengers who bring the unwanted news 

to you. 

Outage Map If your power goes off, we offer these 
suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service entrance panels. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main 
breaker just beneath the meter. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check all wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears all right, retrip the breaker to the “ON” 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other 
emergency, please phone 618-273-2611 from 
Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call the 
home of your area serviceman listed on the map 
at left and report power failures and emergencies 
only. 

5. If your serviceman’s home phone number 
does not answer or is busy, please call 618-273- 
2611. This number is monitored around the clock 
to accept your emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the 
name and location number as listed on your 
billing envelope and other information requested. 

J 
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four (4) candidates for three-year terms as Trustees of 
SOUTHEASTERN ILLINOIS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, 
INC. 

The undersigned presided as Secretary of the meeting. 
The following candidates were nominated: 

Kenneth Rich, Gallatin County 
Eugene Lamkin, Saline County 

Iris Randolph, Pope County 
W. S. Richardson, Franklin County 

Dated at Eldorado, Illinois, this 28th day of July, 1982. 

Don J. McCue 

Secretary of the Meeting 

As provided by the bylaws of SOUTHEASTERN 
ILLINOIS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC., a Nominat¬ 
ing Committee, consisting of the following Cooperative 
Members: 

Franklin County 
Robert Barancher, Rt. 3, Benton 
Carroll Pearce, Rt. 1, Ewing 

Gallatin County 
James A. Patton, Rt. 1, Equality 
Don McCue, Rt. 1, Shawneetown 

Pope County 
Chester Davis, Rt. 1, Golconda 
Mrs. Mildred Belcher, P. O. Box 325, Eddyville 

Saline County 
Alfred Johnson, Rt. 4, Harrisburg 
Raymond Vinyard, Rt. 4, Harrisburg 

Williamson County 
Eugene Cobb, Rt. 4, Marion 

met at the office of the Cooperative on July 28, 1982, at 
the hour of 10:00 a.m., for the purpose of nominating 

 \ 
  Attend your  

Annual Meeting 

August 3, 1982 
at 

Southeastern Illinois 
1  College I 

Registration - 6-7 p.m. 

Reports from manager 
and officers 

Election of officers 

Attendance prizes 

L $10 credit to members J 
L ) 

Official notice of 
1982 annual meeting 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN That the Annual Meet¬ 
ing of the Members of SOUTHEASTERN ILLINOIS 
ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC., will be held at the 
Southeastern Illinois College, Illinois Route 13, East of 
Harrisburg or South of Eldorado on College Drive, on 
August 3, 1982; that the period of registration for said 
Members will be from 6 p.m. until 7 p.m.; business meet¬ 
ing of said Members will convene at 7 p.m. for the 
purpose of taking action upon the reports of Officers, 
Trustees, and Committees of said Cooperative; for the 
election of four (4) Trustees for a term of three (3) 
years each, and for such matters as may be properly 
considered at such meeting. 

YOU ARE FURTHER NOTIFIED That the number 
of Trustees to be elected at the 1982 Annual Meeting is 
four (4) and that in the election of four (4) Trustees, 
one each is to be elected from Gallatin County, Saline 
County, Pope County, and Franklin County. 
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Tornado does little damage to lines 

Clockwise from above: Steel fence posts proved to be no 
match for the tornado. A broken conductor lies in a field. 
Conductors in the trees, an unusual twist, since the trees 
usually damage the wires. 

The tornado that swept out of the 
Crab Orchard Lake area on May 29 
and hit the towns of Conant, Crainville 
and Carterville before flattening a large 
part of Marion did surprisingly little 
damage to the cooperative’s electrical 
system, notes Roy D. Wise, district 
supervisor. 

“Just after the storm hit at 3:16 
that Saturday,” Wise says, “we had 
about 450 people out of service, and 
by 9 that night, there were only about 
25 left out. We got our last ones back 
on line on the evening of Memorial 
Day. One of the reasons we could get 
a large number of people back in ser¬ 
vice quickly was because we were able 
to feed from a loop in that area. Where 
we have the capability to loop feed, 
we have lines coming in from two dif¬ 
ferent directions, and if one line is 
damaged, we can bring electricity in 
from the other, like we did here.” 

It costs extra sometimes to build in 
the loop, but it sure shortens the out¬ 
ages.” 

Most of the damage to the cooper¬ 
ative’s system occurred between the 
airport — which is west of Marion — 
and the city. Just east of the airport, 
there were 11 spans of three-phase 
line down, along with some of the 
poles, and another eight spans were 
damaged about two miles to the east. 

“Most of the time,” Wise notes, 
“when there’s a wind storm we have 
trees and limbs in the wires. In this 
case, the tornado tore the conductors 
off the poles and threw them into the 
trees. It was an odd sight.” 

As devastating as the tornado was, 
we feel fortunate that it did not do 
too much damage to our lines, since a 
prolonged outage would have made 

things more difficult for people who 
already had more than enough trouble. 
In order to keep up our capability to 
respond quickly and restore service 
without long delays, we’ll continue to 
carefully maintain our lines and trim 
out foliage wherever we can. While the 
big problem this time was lines in the 
trees, it’s usually the other way 
around. 
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Many of our members assume when 
they leave on vacation their electric 
meter stops until they return home 
from vacation. If they are on vacation 
for two weeks, they expect their elec¬ 
tric bill to reduce to about one-half 
the normal usage. 

Let’s ask ourselves a few questions 
before we assume our electric bill 
should decrease by any considerable 
amount during vacation time. 
1. Was the water heater turned off 

during vacation time? Remember, if 
the electric water heater is left ener¬ 
gized during vacation, it will continue 
to operate and maintain the tank tem¬ 
perature even if you are not using any 
hot water. 

2. Was the electric refrigerator dis¬ 
connected? If the refrigerator is left 
on, it will continue to operate to main¬ 
tain set temperature. 

3. Was the frost-free freezer turned 
off? Frost-free freezers and refriger¬ 

ators will continue to cycle daily even 
if you are not at home. Many frost- 
free refrigerators are on a six-hour 
cycle, defrosting the frost on the coils 
and then cooling again within a very 
few minutes. 
4. Other appliances that are norm¬ 

ally left on are dehumidifiers, clocks, 
pumps, sump pumps and automatic 
lighting. Of course, in the winter, heat 
is generally left on a lower setting to 
keep the plumbing from freezing. 

If you are determined that no elec¬ 
tricity is to be used during your vaca¬ 
tion, you can accomplish this by dis¬ 
connecting the main fuse or breaker at 
the main entrance box. Remember, in 
so doing, those automatic appliances 
will stop. Your refrigerator and freezer 
will be defrosted and the dehumidifier 
will not keep the basement free of 
moisture. We suggest that you read 
your meter when you leave for vaca¬ 
tion and read it again when you 
return. By getting these readings, you 
can determine the kilowatt-hour usage 
during your vacation. 

Another reminder is that many 
vacationers bring home one or two 
weeks supply of dirty laundry. Of 
course, this gets the electric water 
heater off to a heavy work-out on the 
first day or two at home. 

Remember, even though you are 
away from home, the electrical 
requirement for power in the home 
still exists. 

Outage Map If your power goes off, we offer these 
suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service entrance panels. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main 
breaker just beneath the meter. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check all wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears all right, retrip the breaker to the “ON” 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other 
emergency, please phone 618-273-2611 from 
Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call the 
home of your area serviceman listed on the map 
at left and report power failures and emergencies 
only. 

5. If your serviceman’s home phone number 
does not answer or is busy, please call 618-273- 
2611. This number is monitored around the clock 
to accept your emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the 
name and location number as listed on your 
billing envelope and other information requested. 
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Members attending meeting will receive 
certificate good for $10 credit on bill 

All members attending this year’s 
annual meeting will be presented with 
a certificate good for a credit of $10 
that can be applied to the member’s 
electric energy assessment. 

Every registered member will 
receive a certificate and that certificate 
must be used within 60 days of the 
annual meeting date. 

It is hoped that this $10 certificate 
will help members offset their expense 
in attending their cooperative’s annual 
meeting. It is estimated that the cost 
to the cooperative for the certificates 
will be no greater than expenses 
incurred at previous meetings and that 
the full benefits will go to those 
members eligible to vote who take 

sufficient interest in their cooperative 
to attend the annual meeting. 

Besides the certificate, other prizes 
will be awarded during the meeting, 
including two grand prizes for lucky 
members who attend the meeting and 
are eligible to participate„ in the 
drawings. 

ettfaMe fhe al-o> < acroun / /+ a c\ 

(h* uMtff* of elect lie vnayy. 

(Must be used within 60 days 
after the cooperative annual meeting) 

Annual Meeting 
2 Grand Prizes: 
microwave ovens PRIZES 

Awarded by Drawing 
from 

Member Registration 

2 Humidifiers and 
Many More 

To Be Eligible for Prizes You Must Be Registered and Present at Drawing 

Be Sure to Register! 
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Harry Triplett closes out 29-year career 

Harry G. Triplett 

Harry G. Triplett, forestry journey¬ 
man, wound up a 29-year career with 
SEIEC when he retired at the end of 
July. Harry, who lives in Galatia, came 
to work in August, 1952, as an appli¬ 
ance salesman. Prior to coming to 
work at Southeastern, he farmed south 
of Galatia. 

He sold appliances for nearly 20 
years, becoming appliance supervisor 
before the department was closed out 
ten years ago. 

“I tested poles for about five years 
after that, ” Harry says, “and have 
been in the forestry department since. 
There have been many changes since 
that day in 1952,” he adds, “and they 
were for the better. Then, the only 
way to get to the top of a pole was to 
put on hooks and climb. Now, “we’ve 
got bucket trucks and it’s a lot easier. 
And it’s safer, too.” 

Be careful with three-prong adapter 
Fifty-nine cents still goes a long 

way. For about 59 cents you can buy 
a little gizmo that could cost you your 
life or save it. 

It’s the adapter plug. 
You’ve seen it. Or you have looked 

for it often enough, unsuccessfully. 
It’s a little electric plug with three 
holes in one side, two prongs on the 
other side and a little green wire dangl¬ 
ing from the middle. 

The secret of the adapter is not to 
let the little green wire dangle. 

Chances are you’re using an adapter 
plug somewhere right now. Most 
refrigerators, washers, dryers and a 
multitude of power tools that are not 
of a newer double-insulated type come 
equipped with a three-pronged plug. 
But the electric outlets in older homes 
were built to accommodate plugs with 
only two prongs. So you need to use 
an adapter plug to make the appliance 
fit the outlet. 

Now these adapter plugs are 
fine ... so long as you don’t let the 

little green wire dangle. If you do, the 
adapter plug becomes a cheater plug, 
cheating you of the protection you’ve 
paid for and possibly resulting in an 
electrical shock you’ll never forget — 
or never live to remember. 

You don’t have to be a genius to 
understand the importance of the 
three-wire system or how it works. 
Your 10-year-old son or daughter 

could understand it (in fact, it might 
be a good idea to explain it to them). 

(Continued to page 12d) 
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Portable transformer cuts outage time 
One phase of a 5000 Kva trans¬ 

former at the Creal Springs Substation 
went out during a heavy storm on July 
4 at 7:25 p.m., leaving about 350 
members without electric service. 
Since the storm was accompanied by 
lightning, we believe a bolt struck the 
transformer, causing it to fail. 

Fortunately, we were prepared for 
just such an eventuality. We were able 
to feed from other substations, and 
that enabled us to keep the outage 
down to about an hour. 

While feeding from other subs is a 

good temporary expedient, it doesn’t 
really solve the problem of missing 
transformer capacity, and a prolonged 
hot spell, with its heavy air condition¬ 
ing drain, can cause voltage problems 
in the long run. With that in mind, 
SEIEC has a 5000 Kva transformer 
mounted on a lowboy trailer for quick 
temporary setup as needed. We’ve had 
it about 15 years now and have used it 
several times. It has been a blessing. 
Without it, some of the outages we’ve 
had would have been much longer. 

We’ve sent the damaged trans¬ 

former to General Electric. They will 
dismantle it and see if it can be re¬ 
paired or if it needs to be replaced. 
While a rebuild would not be cheap, a 
replacement would be downright 
expensive — such transformers cost 
about $70,000 at present, which is 
much more than we paid for our port¬ 
able one years ago. 

The photos on these pages show the 
removal of the old transformer, which 
weighed 19 tons. Davis Cranes, of 
Murphysboro, did the hauling. 

mm 
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Top photos: left, the replacement transformer sits on its lowboy transporter, with the old one in 
the background. Right, grounding the crane to protect the operator in case his boom gets into 
energized lines. 

Center row from left: tightening the transformer on the truck. Attaching the chain at the top. The 
new transformer in place. The old transformer gets the heave-ho. Crated components go in for 
inspection, too. 

Bottom row from left: the crane and truck surround the defunct transformer. Snugging down 
some of the blocks used to keep the crane's outriggers from sinking into the ground under the 19- 
ton weight it lifted. 
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(Continued from page 12a) Adapter  

Electricity follows the easiest path 

in completing a circuit. Usually the 

easiest path is through one wire in the 

cord, into the appliance and back 

through the other wire in the cord to 

the power source. 

But a tool or appliance can become 

defective. Current can leak into the 

outer shell of the device, the part that 

you touch with your hands. If you 

also happen to be in contact with a 

ground, such as a water faucet, or if 

you are standing on earth or a damp 

floor, then your body can become the 

return “wire” carrying the electric cur¬ 

rent back to the power source. You 

become the “easiest path.” ZAP! 

The three-wire system prevents this 

electrical hazard by providing a better 

path to ground than your body. It’s 

easier for the leaking electric current 

to run through the grounded third 

wire than through you. So it does just 

that — if the third wire is grounded. 

There’s the catch. If the third wire 

isn’t grounded, it can’t protect you. 

The third wire can’t protect you if 

you cut off the third prong on a three¬ 

pronged plug. It can’t protect you if 

you use an adapter plug, but fail to 

connect the little green wire (or, in 

newer models, the green tab). And the 

three-wire system can’t protect you if 

the green wire or tab is properly con¬ 

nected to the wall outlet, but the out¬ 

Two types of adapters are illustratedi 
on this page — the traditional round\ 
"pig-tai!" adapter with the little gree 
wire and a modern contoured adapterl 
with rigid tab which conforms to the\ 
new National Electrical Code required 
ment that specifies a grounding con-\ 
nection that cannot make contact with\ 
current-carrying parts. 

let itself isn’t grounded. 

For about a dollar you can buy a 

circuit tester to test the wall outlet. 

Touch one prong of the tester to the 

screw in the middle of the cover plate 

of the wall outlet. If the screw is 

painted over, scratch off enough paint 

to establish a good contact or take out 

the screw and put the tester prong in 

the screw hole. Then insert the other 

prong of the tester, first into one slot 

of the receptacle, then into the other. 

Be careful to hold the insulated han¬ 

dles of the probes. If you touch the 

metal tips, you could get a shock. 

If the tester glows when the prong 

is inserted in either of the slots (only 

one will light), the outlet is grounded. 

Just fasten the little green wire or tab 

on the adapter to the screw on the 

wall outlet. 

If the outlet isn’t grounded, the 

tester will not light. You’ll have to 

connect the green wire to a water pipe 

or other metal ground or have an elec¬ 

trician wire your wall outlets to make 

sure they are grounded. 

For more information contact your 

cooperative’s member service depart¬ 

ment. 

Outage Map If your power goes off, we offer these 
suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service entrance panels. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main 
breaker just beneath the meter. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check all wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears all right, retrip the breaker to the “ON” 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other 
emergency, please phone 618-273-2611 from 
Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call the 
home of your area serviceman listed on the map 
at left and report power failures and emergencies 
only. 

5. If your serviceman’s home phone number 
does not answer or is busy, please call 618-273- 
2611. This number is monitored around the clock 
to accept your emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the 
name and location number as listed on your 
billing envelope and other information requested. 
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Eldorado, III. 

New rates 

effective with 

October 

meter 

reading 

New rate schedules are being mailed 

this month to all members of South¬ 

eastern Illinois Electric Cooperative 

that are effective with the September, 

1982, kWh usage and are to be used by 

all members for the October, 1982, 

meter reading. The new rates amount 

to an increase of $11.81 at the 1,000 

kWh level. 

The Board of Directors made the 

decision only reluctantly after review¬ 

ing financial forecasts and operating 

history and determining that new 

revenue is absolutely necessary to 

ensure the cooperative’s financial 

health and its continued ability to 

supply reliable electric service to our 

members. 

Interest costs and inflation have 

driven up Southeastern’s operating 

costs and the costs affecting Southern 

Illinois Power'Cooperative and must 

be covered by increased revenue. 

Recent news reports of lower interest 

rates at the national level and moder¬ 

ating rates of inflation hold out the 

hope that pressures on your coopera¬ 

tives operating costs will ease in the 

months ahead. 

As reported at the 1982 annual 

meeting, our rates are lower than most 

electric cooperatives in Illinois and all 

but one Illinois-based investor-owned 

electric utility. Even with the higher 

rates now going into effect, our mem¬ 

bers will continue to enjoy rates below 

average in Illinois. Any member with 

questions on the new rates, or on any 

aspect of the cooperative’s operation, 

is urged to call the cooperative office, 

273-2611. 

The following chart shows old and 

new assessments at various levels of 

consumption: 

KWH/Mo. 

Existing Coop. 

Rate “A” 

New Coop. 

Rate “A” 

Existing Coop. 

Rate “A-H” 

New Coop. 

Rate “A-H” 

100 $ 14.70 $ 17.23 $ 14.70 $ 17.23 

200 22.05 25.88 22.05 25.88 

300 29.40 34.49 29.40 34.49 

400 36.75 43.10 36.75 43.10 

500 44.10 51.71 44.10 51.71 

600 48.83 57.28 48.83 57.28 

700 53.55 62.84 53.55 62.84 

800 58.28 68.41 58.28 68.41 

900 63.00 73.97 63.00 73.97 

1000 67.73 79.54 67.73 79.54 

1200 77.18 90.67 76.55 90.04 

1400 86.63 101.80 85.37 100.54 

1600 96.08 112.93 94.19 111.04 

1800 105.53 124.06 103.01 121.54 

2000 114.98 135.19 111.83 132.04 

2500 138.60 163.01 133.88 158.29 

3000 162.23 190.84 155.93 184.54 

3500 185.85 218.66 177.98 210.79 

4000 209.48 246.49 200.03 237.04 

4500 233.10 274.31 222.08 263.29 

5000 256.73 ~ 302.14 244.13 289.54 
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1982 ANNUAL 

Photos from top right: Vada Moyers, Rosiclare-Golconda 
cashier, receives a 20-year award from Roger Lentz, mana¬ 
ger. Ruby Patrick, stores clerk, receives a 15-year award. 
James R. Yocum, line foreman, enjoys his 25-year award. 
Secretary-Treasurer David Ramsey gives his report. Lentz 
addresses the meeting. Members lined up to register. 
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High interest rates, environmental control costs, and 
inflation continue to be the primary factors responsible for 
increasing electric costs, in Illinois and across the nation. 
That was the message brought to members of Southeastern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative during the cooperative’s 44th 
annual meeting held Tuesday, August 3, at Southeastern 
Illinois College. 

Manager Roger C. Lentz advised members of the Eldo¬ 
rado-based consumer-owned electric cooperative that the 
Southeastern board of trustees is particularly concerned 
about the impact of cost increases on electric rates at a time 
when much of the area is in an economic recession due to 
problems in the farm economy, the fluorspar industry and 
layoffs in the coal mines. 

“Although our cooperative still has some of the most 

favorable rates among the state’s electric cooperatives, and 
our rates are competitive with those of neighboring utilities, 
inflationary pressures continue to take their toll,” Lentz 
said. He explained that increases in the cost of wholesale 
power have been the driving force behind rate increases in 
recent years. 

Wholesale power, which cost Southeastern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative members $12.8 million in 1981, has 
been rising because of three factors: steadily rising coal 
costs since 1973, the cost of environmental protection, 
which Lentz said is costing Southe-astern members an 
average of $15.00 per month, and high interest rates. Lentz 
noted that interest costs to Southern Illinois Power Co-op¬ 
erative, which supplies bulk power to Southeastern, is now 
running at about 40 percent of total wholesale power cost. 



MEETING 
Lentz said that increasing concern about the federal 

deficit is having an adverse effect on the availability of loan 
funds from the Rural Electrification Administration (REA) 
at a time when Southeastern’s older distribution lines need 
to be replaced. He noted that two percent REA loan funds 
are no longer available and that new investments in the 

^ cooperative’s system are being made with funds that 
w average four times more expensive. 

Robert Tiberend, president of the Southeastern board of 
directors, reminded members that some of the cooperative’s 
physical plant is 44 years old and in need of replacement. 
He said that poles installed in the late 1940’s and 1950’s 
cost less than $100 each while replacement poles now cost 
in excess of $350 per pole. Higher interest cost is piled on 

(Continued to page 16d) 
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Roger C. Lentz, right, manager ofSE/EC, congratulates four area men on their reelection to the cooperative's board of dir¬ 
ectors. From left are: Iris B. Randolph of Golconda; W. S. Richardson of Ewing; Eugene Lamkin of Harrisburg and 
Kenneth Rich of Shawneetown. 

Four area men reelected to SEIEC board 
(Continued from page 16b) 

top of inflated investment cost. 
“One of the concerns of the cooperative is a proposed 

change in financing for rural electric cooperatives,” 
Tiberend said. “Efforts are being made to drastically change 
the REA loan programs under which the rural electric 
cooperatives were conceived and established and to make 
Wall Street the source of loan money.” Tiberend went on 
to explain that approximately 70 percent of the money 
presently borrowed by electric distribution coopera¬ 
tives comes from the Rural Electrification Administration 
at five percent interest with the remaining 30 percent 
borrowed from the National Rural Utilities Cooperative 
Finance Corporation (CFC) at an interest rate of 14 per¬ 
cent. 

“The present administration proposes that future 
borrowing be on a 50/50 basis,” Tiberend continued, 
“meaning that 50 percent of our borrowed monies would 
be at the present CFC rate of 14 percent rather than at five 
percent. At present, the cooperative uses the Rural Elec¬ 
trification Administration’s revolving fund as a source of 
capital. When interest and principal payments are repayed, 
the money returns to the revolving fund. Under no circum¬ 
stances are any of these funds coming from the Federal 
Budget,” Tiberend said. 

High interest costs have an especially severe impact on 
the electric utility business. That point was driven home by 
Thomas H. Moore of Springfield, general manager of the 
Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives and speaker at 
the Southeastern annual meeting. “The electric utility 
business is the most capital intensive of all industries,” 
Moore said. “It takes an extremely high investment per 
dollar of return to build power plants, transmission lines 

and distribution lines.” He went on to explain that a major 
cost factor has been meeting environmental protection laws 
which accounted for 28 percent of the cost of the gener¬ 
ating unit constructed at the Lake of Egypt by Southern 
Illinois Power Co-operative in 1978. “Almost $23 million 
of the cost of that unit was spent for required pollution 
control devices,” Moore said. 

Moore said that rural areas are at a natural disadvantage 
compared to other electric utilities. “There are fewer 
people per mile or per dollar of investment,” he explained. 
“That means there are fewer people to share in the repay¬ 
ment of debt. It takes an average of $1,337 investment to 
serve a rural electric consumer, but only $648 for a muni¬ 
cipally-served consumer and $825 for a power company 
customer. The nation’s investor-owned power companies 
have average revenues of $36,652 per mile of line while 
cooperatives have average revenues of only $2,887.” 

Tiberend summed up the hope of each of the speakers of 
the Southeastern annual meeting when he said, “All of us 
would greatly welcome a drop in the interest rate.” 

During the official business meeting, members of South¬ 
eastern voted to reelect four representatives on the cooper¬ 
ative’s board of directors. They are Kenneth G. Rich of 
Shawneetown, representing Gallatin County; Eugene F. 
Lamkin of Harrisburg, representing Saline County; Iris B. 
Randolph of Golconda, representing Pope County and W. 
S. Richardson of Ewing, representing Franklin County. 

Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative presently 
serves more than 17,000 member-owners over 3,030 miles 
of energized line throughout all or parts of Saline, William¬ 
son, Franklin, Johnson, Massac, Gallatin, Hamilton, Hardin, 
Pope and Whiteside counties. 
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Electricity is still a real bargain 
When’s the last time you called the 

area bottling company to complain 
about the cost of soft drinks or grum¬ 
bled to the hardware store manager 
that the price of a shovel was out of 
sight? 

Chances are an electric bill is more 
apt to provoke comment. Funny, isn’t 
it? This is probably the only time elec¬ 
tricity comes to mind. 

Because electricity is an invisible 
commodity, forgetting the work it 
does for us is easy. 

Like nearly all other purchases, 
electricity costs continue to climb. But 
a closer look at what is provided for 
the price shows electricity remains a 
startlingly good bargain. 

In the United States your way of 
life and very existence depend on elec¬ 
tric power. In a typical day you might 
use electricity in dozens of ways. 

Many of these eliminate drudgery; 
for example, that electric trimmer lets 
you spruce up the yard without 
stooping for hours in the sun. 

Electricity provides entertainment 
by powering televisions, radios and 
stereos. It’s a grooming tool (razors, 
hairdryers, curling irons). It controls 
temperature (fans, air conditioners, 
heaters), keeps us healthy (X-rays, 
vaporizers, kidney machines) and 
stores and prepares food (ranges, 
refrigerators, blenders). In the evening 
it sheds light pn the day’s news. 

Sometimes electricity helps us save 
money. Perhaps you’re operating a 
freezer, so you can stock up bargains 
at the meat market or preserve pro¬ 
duce from a garden. 

Whether in the residential or busi¬ 
ness world, electricity plays a major 

role in improving efficiency and qual¬ 

ity of life. The list goes on and on. 
Compared to other fuels, electricity 

is significantly cheaper. In the last 
decade the cost of electricity increased 
about 166 percent. Not too bad when 
you consider that a barrel of oil 
increased 1,317 percent; $32.60/barrel 
in 1980 in contrast to $2.30 in 1970. 
Over the same period, fuel oil costs 
rose 517 percent, gasoline 497 percent 
and natural gas 306 percent. 

If electric rates had remained 
exactly the same between 1970 and 
1980, bills would have increased 33 
percent for the typical consumer — 
simply because an average consumer 
uses 3 3 percent more electricity today 
than was used 10 years ago. 

When you compare electricity to 
purchases other than fuel, those utility 
bills might take on an even rosier 
color: 
• Spending $6 for a record album 

might not hurt a bit. Note, how¬ 
ever, the same $6 buys enough elec¬ 
tricity to play a stereo two hours a 
day for almost a year. 

• The $5.49 spent for a broom will 
run a vacuum cleaner 10 minutes a 
day for close to two years. 

• For the cost of a pack of cigarettes 
you can watch color television for 
about 60 hours. 

• What’s invested in one pair of 

medium-priced men’s shoes could 
run an air conditioner for most of 
the summer. 
Besides the work electricity does, 

there are other benefits people receive 
that are less obvious: 
• To obtain most products you must 

either order them or go out and 

buy them yourself. Electricity is 
instantly available right in the home 
or workplace. A press of a button 
or a flick of a switch delivers power 
with the speed of light. 

• Some products are available only 
during a business’s regular working 
hours. Electricity is a service you 
can depend on 24 hours a day. 

• Electricity is one product used 
before it is paid for. 

• When rural electric consumers pay 
their electric bills, they are also 
buying peace of mind. Part of their 
power bill is paying for reclamation 
of mined lands, meeting air and 
water quality standards and alleviat-. 
ing social and economic impacts. 

• Consumers can count on skilled 
personnel to make sure electric 
power is being provided as reliably 
and efficiently as possible. 
As costs for producing electricity 

rise, so does the variety of uses for 
electricity. In the next 25 years, elec¬ 
tric consumption is expected to triple. 

Rural electric systems face great 
challenges in providing the needed ser¬ 
vice at the lowest cost in spite of 
higher operating costs. 

Today, rural electrics have an 
enviable record for reliable service and 
a reputation as pioneers and innova¬ 
tors in energy conservation and 
research. 

Your rural electric systems are con¬ 
tinually striving to improve service and 
efficiency. The goal of your elected 
directors is to give the best service pos¬ 
sible at the lowest possible cost. 

Now. Think of all you get when 
you pay for electricity. Wouldn’t you 
say it’s quite a friend? 
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Below, Shan with his Vari-Eze, the fiberglass and foam two- 
seater he built over a three-year period. He figures he put 
"about $12,000" into the gleaming little 200-mph beauty, and 
thinks it was well worth the time and money. 

Flying Eze 
When Shannon Stewart set out to 

get an airplane, he knew that what he 
wanted wasn’t being made by the big 
aircraft companies. He also knew what 
a factory-built job would cost. 

So, he joined the growing ranks of 
“homebuilders,” and built his own. 
Those who follow the market at all 
know that “build it yourself” airplane 
plans and kits are available by the 
dozen, and that the Federal Aviation 
Administration has inspectors all over 
the country to make sure the planes 
that come out of the amateur-builders’ 
garages are safe to fly. 

Shannon, a Galatia coal miner, 
looked the market over pretty care¬ 
fully before deciding what to build. As 
a former auto mechanic and body 
shop man, he knew he could get the 
job done. Plans are available for people 

who want to build airplanes up from 
steel tubing covered with fabric. Those 
who like to bend sheet metal into 
graceful shapes can find plenty of 
plans and kits, too, and so can people 
who want to build the really old- 
fashioned way — with wood and, 
perhaps, fabric-covered wood wings. 

Stewart didn’t like any of those 
methods. The newest construction, 
he says, is done with composites, in 
which the builder uses various kinds of 
foams — often incorrectly lumped 
together as styrofoam — and fiberglass. 
“You have to be careful of the kind 
of foams you use,” he says, “because 
the designer specifies a certain kind for 
a specific purpose, and there’s a good 
reason for his choice. A cheaper foam 
just won’t do the job. You shape 
some with a knife and sanding blocks 

and use a hot wire to cut others,” he 
adds. 

After deciding to go with compo¬ 
site construction, Shan still needed to 
choose from the designs that were 
readily available three years ago, when 
he started building. He also needed to 
decide whether to buy a relatively 
expensive airplane engine or a conver¬ 
ted automobile engine. Car power- 
plants, usually air-cooled, are popular 
with homebuilders because they’re 
fairly inexpensive. 

“I wanted an aircraft engine,” he 
says, “because I wanted an airplane 
that would get me somewhere fast and 
be reliable. I wasn’t at all interested in 
just messing around the airport on 
Sunday afternoons. If you buy a VW 
engine, for example, and do enough 
modifications to make it a really good 
airplane engine, you’ll have enough 
money in it that you could have gone 
out and bought a used aircraft engine 
with 300-400 hours left on it.” 

Stewart decided to build a Vari- 
Eze, a two-seater so named because of 
its relative ease of construction and 
docile flying qualities. 

The Vari-Eze is an odd-looking 
machine that looks as though it might 
have strayed off course while on a Star 
Wars mission. The tapered, sharply- 
swept wing is in the back, and the tips 
droop. The craft normally rests with 
its nose on the ground and the rear in 
the air, supported on spindly-looking 
fiberglass landing gear legs. There is no 
tail. Instead, there is a small 
“winglet” sticking up from the tip of 
each wing, and a tiny one sticking 
down. A rudder on each winglet helps 
turn the plane in flight. The engine is 
where the tailfeathers usually are, and 

it points backward, making the Vari- 
Eze what aviation enthusiasts call a 
“pusher.” The odd wing layout, inci¬ 
dentally identifies the craft as a can¬ 
ard, a design that had fallen into dis¬ 
favor for many years, to be revived by 
Burt Rutan, an aeronautical engineer¬ 
ing wizard from Mojave, California. 

The design has proven to be spec¬ 
tacularly successful, and hundreds of 
Vari-Ezes are logging many trouble 
free miles, and hundreds more are still 
under construction. As an indication ^ 
of the plane’s acceptance, several 
imitators have spun off canard designs. 
A big brother, dubbed the Long-Eze, 
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has joined the family, and promises to 
become even more popular, because it 
offers all the advantages the Vari-Eze 
does without its disadvantages. 

“The only disadvantage the Vari- 
Eze has is a small one to me,” Stewart 
says, “and that has to do with its 
load-carrying ability. That means two 
people can’t take a large amount of 
baggage, and pretty well rules out a 
battery, alternator and starter, because 
they’d add about 75 lb. You have to 
start the engine by ’propping’ it., 
which means turning it by hand, like 
they used to with the old time planes. 
The Long-Eze is designed to carry a 
little more weight, and has a bigger 
engine, with a starter.” 

A small battery, kept alert by a 
trickle charger, powers the airplane’s 
navigation and communication radios, 
and Shan is looking for ways to do 
away with the need for the charger. “I 
went up to the annual Experimental 
Aircraft Association fly-in at Oshkosh, 
Wisconsin,” he says, “and there was a 
guy there who had a tiny dynamo that 
came off a John Deere tractor. It and 
its adapter weighed just four lb. I 
might put one of those on, so I can use 
a smaller battery. 

“My wife and I flew down to 
Lakeland^ Florida some time ago,” 
Stewart says with a laugh, “and we 
each took just a couple of changes of 
clothes. I took my shaving kit and my 
wife added her cosmetics, and that was 
it. With 30 gallons of fuel, we were 
just about at the plane’s gross weight 
limit. It took us just 4.5 hours to get 
there from the Harrisburg-Raleigh 
Airport, and it’s about 800 miles. 

That’s making good time.” 
“My plane was a pleasure to build, 

in some ways, and wasn’t really any 
more difficult to build than I had 
expected. The price was good, too. 
You can’t buy a factory-built two- 
seater that’ll cruise at nearly 200 
mph,” he points out, “and if you 
could, it’d cost a lot more than the 
$12,000 I have in mine. That sounds 
like a lot, but if you pay as you go, it’s 
not like paying for a car, where a lot 
of the money goes for interest. 

“If you’re willing to spend more 
time and do more work, you can build 
the plane for even less. I know of 
people who built their planes for 
$7,500 or so, but that’s usually with a 
high-time engine and no store-bought 
parts at all. A high-time engine, 
incidentally, is one that has been run a 
lot of hours, like a high-mileage car.” 

The Stewarts flew their Vari-Eze to 
Tullahoma, Tennessee a couple of 
months ago, and they didn’t make 
quite such good time. “We flew down 
with another couple, who were in a 
different airplane, and I throttled back' 
to about 50 percent power, so they 
could keep up. We were doing about 
160 mph, and our fuel economy 
was really good. Incidentally,” he' 
chuckles, “a lot of people think that if 
you get 160 mph at 50 percent power, 
you’ll get twice that speed at full 
power, but that’s not the way it 
works. Half power gets me about 160 
mph, and full power adds another 35- 
40, but that’s about all. Fuel consump¬ 
tion does go up fast, though, but the 
Vari-Eze is still really good in that 
department.” 

After a couple of long trips, Shan is 
as pleased as ever with his airplane, 
and future changes will be modest 
ones. For one thing, he hopes to add 
some trim to the wings and fuselage to 
set off the plane’s gleaming white 
paint job. “It’s a little stark right 
now,” he remarks, “but when I get it 
done, it’ll be a real beauty. I’ve been 
to a lot of fly-ins for homebuilts and 
looked over other planes. I think that 
as far as smoothness is concerned, 
mine’s among the top ten percent.” 

Would he do it again, knowing the 
difficulties and time and expense? A 
slow smile spreads across his face as he 
replies, “You bet!” 

At left, the pusher is compared to a 
more conventional tractor-configured 
craft. Below, the plane's unusual lay¬ 
out is visible. 
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COOPERATIVES T 

BUILDING A 

BETTER 

AMERICA 
October is Cooperative Month, and 

40,000 cooperatives with 60 million 
members will observe the occasion 
with a celebration of an efficient, 
economical way of meeting the 
common needs of people all over the 
U.S. 

Cooperatives provide everything 
from electric service to day care, 

insurance to health care, farm market¬ 
ing and farm credit, even food and 
telephone service. And, cooperatives 
are a unique fixture in the American 
economic system: they’re owned by 
the people they serve, people with a 
common bond who have joined 
forces to provide a needed service. 

For example, rural electric coopera¬ 
tives were formed in the mid-Thirties 
to provide electricity to America’s 
farmers. At the time, only 10 percent 
of the country’s farms had electricity. 
But farmers, working together and 
with the Rural Electrification Admin¬ 
istration, provided central station 

electric service to over 90 percent of 
the country’s farms by the 1960s. 
And, rural electric cooperative mem¬ 
bers continue to work together to 
meet the challenges of a growing rural 
population and a demand for electri¬ 
city exceeding that of the country at 
large. 

Rural electric cooperatives are just 
one example of people banding 
together to provide a service for 
themselves by themselves. There’s 
probably a cooperative in your life, 
too. Check around and find out. Co-op 
people get things done, for a better 
community for you! 

October Is Co-op Month. 

Outage Map If your power goes off, we offer these 
suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service entrance panels. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main 
breaker just beneath the meter. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check all wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears all right, retrip the breaker to the “ON” 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other 
emergency, please phone 618-273-2611 from 
Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call the 
home of your area serviceman listed on the map 
at left and report power failures and emergencies 
only. 

5. If your serviceman’s home phone number 
does not answer or is busy, please call 618-273- 
2611. This number is monitored around the clock 
to accept your emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the 
name and location number as listed on your 
billing envelope and other information requested. 
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Facts about utilities subsidies 
Recently, you have probably been 

hearing about the difficult financial 
problems which confront nearly all of 
the nation’s electric utilities. You have 
been told that the ability of the large 
investor-owned utilities (lOUs) to 
attract investment capital is being seri¬ 
ously undermined by the economic 
environment. Certainly, astronomical 
fuel costs, high interest rates, excessive 
inflation, restrictive regulations, and 
other problems have been devastating 
to all utilities. Many lOUs have been 
seeking additional federal assistance. 
Therefore, it comes as no surprise that 
the Economic Recovery Tax Act of 
1981 contains substantial new federal 
benefits for the lOUs amounting to 
well over $1 billion annually. The real 
surprise, however, is the Administra¬ 
tion’s vigorous efforts in the other 
direction to reduce or eliminate the 
contrastingly small federal assistance 
already provided by the Rural Electri¬ 
fication Administration (REA) loans 
to the non-profit rural electric cooper¬ 
atives which serve the country’s spar¬ 
sely populated rural areas. 

Exactly what are the types and 
amounts of federal assistance currently 
provided to each of the three segments 
of the electric utility industry? 

Investor-owned utilities 

Serving three-fourths of our total 
population and most of the big metro¬ 
politan areas, the lOUs are far and 
away, the major segment of the indus¬ 
try. Their share of federal assistance is 
also the largest; about $3 billion per 
year prior to 1981. 

As regulated businesses, the lOUs’ 
rates are set by state commissions to 
cover federal income taxes that would 

be due, based on the standard corpor¬ 
ate rate. This amounted to $4.2 billion 
in 1980. However, the amount of 
taxes actually remitted to the Treasury 
by the utilities is reduced by two types 
of federal assistance: 

Investment Tax Credit — This is a 
direct offset against the utilities’ fed¬ 
eral tax liability based on their invest¬ 
ment in new plant and equipment. 
This offset amounts to about $1 bil¬ 
ion annually. 

Accelerated Depreciation — This is 
a net annual benefit of $2 billion to 
the lOUs by reason of IRS allowing 
them to depreciate plant and property 
very rapidly, thereby vastly enlarging 
their deductions from taxable income. 

Thus, of the $4.2 billion collected 
from customers by the investor-owned 
utilities in 1980 for the payment of 
federal taxes, only $1.2 billion or 29% 
was remitted to the Treasury. 

The Economic Recovery Tax Act 
of 1981 contains additional annual 
federal assistance of over $1 billion for 
investor-owned electric utilities. 
According to a Congressional Research 
Service study, the new law “virtually 

eliminates” all remaining federal 
income tax liability of the power com¬ 
panies. This additional assistance arises 
from the 1981 Act’s Accelerated Cost 
Recovery System in which utility 
property, with an expected life of 40 
years, may be depreciated over 15 
years. The bill also exempts from fed¬ 
eral income tax liability many of the 
companies’ dividend reinvestment pro¬ 
grams, thereby giving stockholders 
tax-exempt dividend income. 

The cumulative effect of these 
federal tax benefits is to reduce the 
net cost of outside investment capital 
raised by the power companies from 
15.25 percent to 12.9 percent. 

Rural electric cooperatives 

Owned by the residents of the areas 
which they serve, publicly owned utili¬ 
ties (municipals) receive federal aid in 
their authority to finance facilities 
with bonds, on which the interest is 
exempt from federal income tax. 

Federal tax revenues foregone to 
benefit publicly owned utilities is esti¬ 
mated to total about $331 million 
annually. The benefit is in the form of 
a current borrowing cost of 10 percent 
to 12 percent. 

Publicly owned electric utilities 

Federal assistance is provided to 
rural electric cooperatives through 
favorable financing provided by the 
REA. REA makes insured loans from a 
special off-budget Revolving Fund the 
assets of which are all prior outstand¬ 
ing REA loans. Loan repayments are 
used to fund new loans. Insured loans 
are made at five percent and com¬ 
prised 15 percent of REA financing 

(Continued to page 14d) 
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Barter Enterprises dedicates 
new coal loading facility 

Friday, Sept. 24 was a banner day 
for Hardin County as Barter Enter¬ 
prises, a Harrisburg construction firm, 
opened a large, ultramodern coal load¬ 
ing facility on the Ohio River near 
Shetlerville. It is served by SEIEC and 
is adjacent to another Barter facility, a 
rock quarry. 

The dedication of the new dock 
was accompanied by an appropriate 
amount of fanfare, and area dignitaries 
were out in force to help H. H. “Sam” 
Barter with the festivities. Congress¬ 
man Paul Simon, speaking at a short 
dedication ceremony, cracked that it 
was nice to have a new facility to load 
barges, but it would be even better if 

there were barges to load. 
“But there will be barges,” he said 

emphatically, “and Sam Barter will be 
ready to load them. I’d like to con¬ 
gratulate Sam for having the guts to 
stick his neck out and build a great 
new facility like this when times don’t 
look really good. It’ll be good to have 
it here when traffic picks up, and will 
provide jobs and an economic boost 
for Southern Illinois.” 

Simon went on to characterize 
Barter as “something of a controversial 
man, like most men of vision and 
drive,” and claimed a small amount of 
credit for helping him clear some of 
the obstacles federal bureaucrats put 

in the way of builders. “I’m here to 
help clear obstacles, ” Simon noted, 
“and if somebody wants to do some¬ 
thing good for Southern Illinois, I 
want to help.” 

C. L. McCormick of Vienna, long¬ 
time member of the Illinois House of 
Representatives and a candidate for 
State Senator from the 59th District, 
also congratulated Barter and pre¬ 
dicted that the facility would be a 
good investment in the future of 
Southern Illinois. 

Barter notes that the 12-acre facil¬ 
ity was specifically designed to blend 
high-sulfur and low-sulfur coals to 
meet Environmental Protection 
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Agency requirements for use by power 
plants, and is the only such facility on 
the Ohio River. Barter Enterprises has 
a contract with AMAX Coal Company 
to load barges for shipment up and 
down the river for various power com¬ 
panies, and has already done some 
loading for Tecumseh International, a 

Shawneetown-based firm. Coal can be 
loaded for shipment as far away as 
Japan, Barter notes. 

Coal, brought in by truck, is stock¬ 
piled in large piles, heavily compacted 
to conserve its heating capacity. The 
facility was designed and built by Bar¬ 
ter Enterprises, and included the field 

At left, the new loading facility as seen from the air. The coat mixing conveyor 
belts can be seen in the upper left, near the trucks that haul the coal in. This 
page, from top: Congressman Paul Simon talks with H. H. "Sam" Barter. The 
loading end of the facility has an 80' covered belt that drops coal into a chute 
and on into barges. C. L. McCormick, candidate for State Senator from the 59th 
District, speaks. 

layout of over 470,000 yards of rip¬ 
rap fill and 30,000 tons of aggregate to 
support the coal piles. 

Two conveyor belts, each 4’ wide 
and 400’ long, bring coal from the 
high-sulfur and low-sulfur piles for 
blending. They meet at another belt, 
which is 5’ wide and 300’ long. It 
takes the coal over a set of scales — 
accurate to one-fourth of one percent 
— and on to yet another belt, which is 
pivoted to allow for the rise and fall of 
the river. This belt, which is 80’ long, 
drops the coal into the chute and on 
into the barge. The setup can also be 
used to load grain, Barter says. 

“We can load 15 barges during a 
shift,” Barter says, “and we have five 
people operating the facility on a six- 
day-a-week basis. Total capacity 
amounts to 3,000 tons an hour.” 

Sam got into the construction busi¬ 
ness as a youth, working for his father, 
J. D., who founded the business in 
1922 with mules and scoops to move 
earth. As Southern Illinois grew in the 
aftermath of World War I, the elder 
Barter reasoned, there would be a 
growing need for civil engineering pro¬ 
jects, and he geared up to fill that 
need, with some help from his son. 
Sam joined the Army at the beginning 
of World War II, and served with the 
47th Construction Batallion. He 
returned and went into partnership 
with his father in 1946. 

The firm became heavily involved 
in highway construction, grading more 
interstates than any Illinois company. 
Barter Enterprises moved a million 
yards of earth in the construction of 
the bridge approaches at Shawnee- 
town, and later worked on several 
larger highway projects. The company 
set a record in 1960, moving a million 
yards of earth in just 27 days, prepar¬ 
ing the 1-57 Marion interchange. Two 
years later, the senior Barter retired. 

Sam keeps in touch with Illinois 
industry by participating in the Asso¬ 
ciated General Contractors of Illinois 
and Egyptian Contractors Association. 
He received the “Outstanding Contrac¬ 
tor of the Year” award in 1972. It 
would not be surprising if he were to 
win another award — for the foresight 
to build a new loading dock on the 
Ohio River, when times do not look all 
that prosperous. We think it was a 
good move. 
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(Continued from page 14a) 
in 1981. The total amount of federal 
assistance to electric cooperatives as 
calculated by the Office of Manage¬ 
ment and Budget, amounted to S85 
million in 1981. 

Electric cooperatives obtain the 
other 85 percent of their total invest¬ 
ment capital by way of REA loan 
guarantees which are used to build 
major generation stations and trans¬ 
mission lines. These guarantees are 
typically funded by the Federal 
Financing Bank at an interest rate 
reflecting the government’s full cost of 
borrowing plus 1/8 of one percent, 
about 15 percent in 1981. Therefore, 
including both insured and guaranteed 
loans, REA’s overall interest rate 
averaged 13.5 percent in FY 1981, 
higher than the effective cost of either 
the investor-owned or publicly owned 
utilities. This, of course, does not take 

into account the some $504 million of 
long-term non-federal funds borrowed 
by electric cooperatives during 1981 at 
an open market interest rate. 

Summary 
The three sectors of the electric 

utility industry all receive substantial 
federal assistance. And, with the seri¬ 
ous financial problems confronting the 
industry, such assistance is in our 
judgement entirely appropriate and in 
the public interest. 

Contrary to general impressions, 
however, it is not rural electrification 
or electric cooperatives to which the 
major federal help goes. The greatest 
amount of federal assistance has his¬ 
torically gone to the investor-owned 
utilities, and their share is being sub¬ 
stantially increased under the 1981 
Tax Act. The current $3 billion in 
assistance to the lOUs will be 

expanded to over $4 billion, reducing 
their current effective capital cost to 
12.9 percent. 

The publicly owned utilities receive 
federal assistance through the issuance 
of tax-exempt bonds. This enabled 
them to raise capital at between 10 
percent and 12 percent during 1981. 

Federal assistance is provided to 
rural electric cooperatives through the 
REA loan program. The interest rate 
on all REA financing averaged 13.5 
percent in 1981. 

Thus, the effective capital cost of 
the rural electric cooperatives is higher 
than those of either the investor- 
owned or the publicly owned utilities. 

Consumer-owned non-profit elec¬ 
tric cooperatives find it hard to under¬ 
stand why the Administration has 
singled them out as the only segment 
of the industry targeted for “financial 
independence.” 

Industry comparative data 

Rural 
Electric 
Co-op 

Publicly 
Owned 

Investor- 
Owned 

Federal Assistance ($ Millions) 
Financial Assistance per 

851 331 3,0002 

consumer (annual $) $9.46 $40.45 $42.48 

Average Interest Rate 13.50% 12.00% 15.25% 

Effective Capital Cost3 13.5% 12.0% 12.9% 
Borrowed Capital, % of Total4 

Investment in Distribution Plant 

94% 85% 48% 

per Consumer $1,337 $648 $825 

Consumers per Mile of Line 4.6 NA 35.8 

Revenue per Mile of Line 
1981 Data 

$2,887 NA $36,652 

1. OMB calculation of REA insured rate less 
market rate times loan level 

2. Retained tax benefits (prel. data) 

3. Reflecting federal assistance 

4. Proportion of capital financed and not internally 
generated from depreciation, retained earnings, 
tax benefits) 

WE GIVE THANKS 
Thanksgiving is a time set aside 

each year for everyone to pause and 
think of the blessings they have 
received during the year. As employees 
of your cooperative, we have many 
things to be thankful for. 

First and most important are our 
good members. Members who know 
and appreciate their cooperative, help 
us by providing the right-of-way for 

our lines, by reading their meters, by 
paying their bills promptly, and by 
notifying us about service interrup¬ 
tions. 

We appreciate our members’ good 
nature and helpful attitude when con¬ 
ditions beyond our control cause an 
interruption in electrical service. 

We wish to thank our members 
for their cooperation and assistance 
during the past year, and hope that 
each and every one has a blessed and 
happy Thanksgiving. 
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The SOUTHEASTER C □ 

T'' 

Southeastern III. Electric Co-op 
Eldorado. III. 1 

Southeastern 

Illinois Electric 

Cooperative 

extends holiday greetings and heartfelt wishes for your happiness, comfort 

and safety as we usher out the old year and anxiously await oncoming 1983. 
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What Uses Watt at Your House? 

Here’s Where Your Kilowatt Hours Go... 
Do you know approximately how many kilowatt hours 

each of your appliances should use? Well, most people 
don't! 

It's funny, isn't it? We wouldn't think of buying any 

commodity without knowing exactly what we are getting 
for the money. Whether it's pounds of oranges, number of 
pork chops or gallons of gas, we consciously compare prices 
and we are usually very aware of what our food or gasoline 
dollar is buying. Why isn't it that way with electricity? 

Maybe it's because electricity is an invisible commod¬ 
ity — we tend to ignore what it does for us or why our total 
electric bill is the size it is. 

When you pay your electric bill, you pay for a certain 
number of kilowatt hours of electrical energy. Kilowatt 
hours that were consumed by appliances, equipment, light¬ 
ing, etc. in your home. Knowing how these power users 
affect your electric bill will help you determine where your 
electricity dollar goes each month. 

To help you get a grasp on your electricity usage, we 
have listed below most of the aDoliances and other electri¬ 
city users that an average Southeastern Illinois Electric 

Cooperative home might have. Beside each item is the 

approximate number of kilowatt hours it might use each 

month in the "average" home. 
Go through the list and fill in those spaces for the appli¬ 

ances you have and use each month. Total up the kilowatt 
hours and you'll have a very good idea of where your kilo¬ 
watt hours go — and where your electricity dollar goes. 

If you have any questions about kilowatt hours .or 
about the dollars — just write or call Southeastern — 

618-273-2611. 

Average Your 
Monthly Monthly 

Appliance kWh Usage kWh Usage 

KITCHEN: 

Blender  2   
Broiler  8   
Coffee Maker, percolator type  12   

drip type.    12   
Corn popper, conventional  1   

hot air . .    1   
Crockery Cooker  3   
Deep fryer  3   
Dishwasher, use drying cycle  35   

no drying cycle  20   
Freezer, upright manual defrost  155   

upright frost free  210   
chest type, manual defrost  110   
chest type, frost free  160   

Frypan    14   
Microwave Oven  20   
Mixer  1   
Range, manual clean oven  95   

self clean oven  100   
Refrigerator/freezer, 

1 door manual defrost  54   
2 door manual defrost .    98   
2 door frost free  150    
side by side frost free  180   
energy efficient, 2 door manual . . . 54   
energy efficient, 2 door frost free. . 84   

Roaster  5   
Toaster, 2 slice  3   

4 slice  4   
Toaster oven/broiler  18   
Trash compactor  4   
Waffle iron  2   
Waste disposal ; 3   
TOTAL KITCHEN _ 

LAUNDRY & CLEANING: 

Clothes dryer (5 loads a week)  100 
Clothes washer (5 loads a week)  7 
Iron  5 
Sewing machine    1 
Vacuum cleaner  3 

TOTAL LAUNDRY & CLEANING 

HOME ENTERTAINMENT & RECREATION: 
Radio (3 hours per day)  9 
Radio/phonograph (2 hours per day)  8 
Tape player (2 hours per day)  8 
Television (on 4 hours per day) 

black & white, solid state 
12"  4 
14"  7 
19"  9 

black & white, tube type 
12"  14 
14"  21 
19"  23 

color, solid state 
14 to 16"  11 
18 to 19"  13 
23 to 25" . . . . i  20 

color, tube type 
color, tube type 

14 to 16"  31 
18 to 19"  37 
23 to 25"   . 43 

TOTAL ENTERTAINMENT 

PERSONAL CARE: 

Hair dryer (hand held, 10 minutes per day) 
500 watts  6 
1000 watts  13 

An electric shaver or tooth brush less than 1 

TOTAL PERSONAL CARE 
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HEATING & COOLING: 
Air cleaner  18   
Air conditioner (8 hours per day) 

Window, 6,000 btu/h  190   
10.000 btu/h  320   
12.000 btu/h  380   
14.000 btu/h  450   
16.000 btu/h  510   
18.000 btu/h  575   
20.000 btu/h  640   

Central, 1 >2 ton  540   
2 ton  720   
21/2 ton  900   
3 ton  1080   
4 ton  1440   
5 ton  1800   

Electric blanket  24   
Evaporative cooler (12 hours per day) 

3.000 cfm  125   
4.000 cfm  175   
5.000 cfm  240   
6.000 cfm  335   

Fans, attic  24   
furnace, 1/3 horsepower  30   
window, 20"  18   

Heat pump (electric resistance backup) 
cooling (8 hours per day @7.5 EER) 

2 ton  770   
3 ton 1150   
4 ton  1535   
5 ton  1920   

heating (12 hours per day @ 2 COP) 
2 ton 1180   
3 ton  1770   
4 ton  2360   
5 ton  2950   

Electric heating 
central furnace (6.63 hours per day @ full capacity) 

10,250 watts  2040   
15,350 watts  3060   
20,490 watts  4080   
25,670 watts 5100   

individual (4 hours per day) 
500 watts  60   

1000 watts  120   
1500 watts  180   
2000 watts  240   

portable space heaters (4 hours per day) 
1000 watts  120   
1500 watts  180   

Humidifier  I4 

Water bed, 400 watt heater  85 

TOTAL HEATING OR COOLING*   

*To get an accurate estimate of your monthly consumption, 
remember that heating and cooling equipment are not normally 
used in same month. 

LIGHTING 
indoor (2 hours per day) 

1-60 watt bulb fixture  4 
3-60 watt bulb fixture  11 
1- 100 watt bulb fixture  6 
2- 40 watt flourescent bulb fixture . 5 

outdoor (8 hours per day) 
60 watt pole light  14 
150 watt flood lamp  36 

Note: your lighting consumption should be adjusted for the number 
of fixtures you have in your home. 

TOTAL LIGHTING   

WATER SUPPLY & HEATING: 

Water pump: 
Each hour of operation times horsepower equals kilowatt- 
hours. For example: a 3 horsepower motor on a pump 
run for 1 hour uses 3 kilowatt-hours. (75% motor effi¬ 
ciency). 

To determine the amount of electricity used by your 
pump, check the horsepower of your pump and estimate 
how many hours per month it runs. 
Horsepower X hours equals kilowatt-hours 

Electric water heating: 
The average person uses 15 gallons of hot water per day. 
This includes water for bathing, dishwashing, etc. 

Kilowatt-hours 
No. of people 

1 . . . . 
Gallons/mo. 

. . . 450   
per month 

.... 117 
2 ... . 900   .... 202 
2 ... . . . . 1350   .... 287 _ 
4 . . . . . . . 1800   .... 374 
5 . . . . . . . 2250   .... 456 
6 ... . . . . 2700   .... 541 

TOTAL FOR WATER SUPPLY AND HEATING: 

TOTAL FOR ALL APPLIANCES IN YOUR HOME: 

The average monthly kilowatt-hour consumption figures 
shown on this chart are based on normal usage of the appli¬ 
ances. Your electrical consumption may be higher or lower 
depending on how you or other persons in your home use 
the various appliances. 

For example, the chart states that on the average, a 19" 
solid state color television uses 13 kilowatt-hours per 
month if used 4 hours per day. If you have a television in 
your home fitting this description and you know it is on 
more than four hours per day, you should adjust the kilo¬ 
watt-hour consumption figure accordingly. 

Accuracy in filling out this chart will help you under¬ 
stand which appliances contribute to your total electric bill. 

You can calculate your own appliance usage and cost of 
operation as follows: 

Find the wattage of your appliance, (usually on serial 
plate). If wattage is not listed, look for the amperage and 
voltage ratings on the same plate. Multiply amperage (amps) 
times voltage (volts) to get the wattage (watts). 

Next, multiply the wattage by the hours you use the 
appliance each month, and then divide by 1,000. For 
example, you have a 19" color TV that is used 8 hours a 
day. 8 hours times 30 days equals 240 hours. The wattage 
of the TV is 110. Multiply 240 times 110 which equals 

26,400 watts. Divide this by 1,000 and you have the kilo¬ 
watt-hours used by the TV in one month — 26.4. 

How do you translate this or any of the other kilowatt- 
hour amounts from the chart to dollars and cents? Quite 
simply. Divide the number of kilowatt-hours you purchased 
on your last bill into the amount of the total bill. This will 
give you the average cost per kilowatt-hour. 

Multiplying this figure times the kilowatt-hours used by 
any one appliance or all of your appliances will give you an 
idea where your ELECTRIC DOLLAR goes. 

Here's yet another way to look at your electric bill: You 
don't buy just electricity; you buy comfort, ease, conven¬ 
ience and leisure — more than any king of old ever had! 

When you pay for the 20 kWhs your TV used, you're 
really paying for 120 hours of entertainment, education 
and enlightenment. 

You don't buy 100 kWhs just to run your washer and 
dryer all month, you buy 30 days and nights of cleanliness, 
comfort — and pride and self-respect. 

You aren't buying just a bunch of kilowatt hours to run 
a refrigerator, a freezer and a range — you're buying hun¬ 
dreds of tasty, lovingly-prepared meals and snacks that you 
cooked, cooled, warmed or baked in only a fraction of the 
time your great grandmother needed. 
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Electricity plays a major role in our trains and other electric-powered toys 
celebration of Christmas, from the our children find under the tree, 
blinking colored lights on the tree or Here are a few tips to help you have 
in the window to the race car sets, toy a safe, memorable holiday. 

Pretty lights are the heart of the 
tree’s beauty. Never use wax candles 
on a tree — they’re outmoded as the 
horse and buggy. Use only electric 
lights and see that all wiring is in per¬ 
fect condition. Don’t buy or use any 
light set that does not carry the 
approval and label of the Under¬ 
writers’ Laboratories. 

From time to time inspect the tree 
to see whether any of the needles near 
the lights have started to turn brown. 
If any have, relocate those tree lights. 
Remember — it takes less than 60 
seconds for the average tree to burn. 

Turn out the lights when the family 
leaves the home unattended. Don’t 
leave the children alone or unattended 
while the tree is on display. 

Remember — do not use lights on 
aluminum trees. Keep all electricity 
as far away as possible. 

Do not use any cotton, paper or 
flammable material for decorating the 
tree or around the base of the tree. Do 
not place electric trains or other elec¬ 
tric power devices around the tree 
because metallic tinsel can fall across 
the track, cause a short circuit and 
start the toy’s transformer burning. 

Make sure your tree has plenty of 
water and make daily checks to see 
that the tree is safe to have the lights 
on. Have a safe and merry holiday. 

Outage Map If your power goes off, we offer these 
suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service entrance panels. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main 
breaker just beneath the meter. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check all wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears all right, retrip the breaker to the “ON” 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other 
emergency, please phone 618-273-2611 from 
Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call the 
home of your area serviceman listed on the map 
at left and report power failures and emergencies 
only. 

5. If your serviceman’s home phone number 
does not answer or is busy, please call 618-273- 
2611. This number is monitored around the clock 
to accept your emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the 
name and location number as listed on your 
billing envelope and other information requested. 

J 
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