
Farm 
Materials 
Handling 

Show 
March 2-4 

AGRiCULTU 

The show features a broad range 
of displays, including heavy 
equipment outside, institutional 
displays and specialized setups such 
as those for milking parlors. 

here will be more indoor exhibit 
space for the 22nd annual Southern 
Illinois Farm Materials Handling Show 
March 2-4 at the Washington County 
Fairgrounds in Nashville. Arrange¬ 
ments for the additional space were 
made by the show’s planning com¬ 
mittee, working with the Washington 
County Fair Board. 

The expansion has added about 15 
spaces increasing total exhibit spaces 
to more than 100, according to show 
coordinator Richard Patterson, who is 
an assistant professor agricultural 
mechanization at the Southern Illinois 
University-Carbondale School of 
Agriculture. 

The show is open without charge 

and there is ample parking adjacent 
to the exhibit buildings. Food service, 
including snacks, lunches and dinners, 
is available on the fairgrounds. 

Exhibitor interest continues the 
trend of the past several years as they 
plan displays featuring energy-saving 
methods to move grain, pump water 
and perform a variety of other farm 
chores. Included in the exhibits will be 
feed mixing, grinding, handling and 
storing equipment; machinery and 
setups for feeding, watering and 
managing livestock; electrical equip¬ 
ment and controls; lighting heating 
and cooling equipment; appliances and 
shop supplies for home and farmstead; 
and many other ideas and materials for 

saving labor and increasing efficiency. 
Show hours on Tuesday and 

Wednesday, March 2 and 3, are from 
9 a.m. until 9 p.m. On Wednesday, 
March 4, hours are 9 ajm. until 3 p.m. 

The show is sponsored and planned 
by the SIUC School of Agriculture, 
the University of Illinois Cooperative 
Extension Service, the Illinois Farm 
Electrification Council, Illinois Power 
Company and nine electric coop¬ 
eratives: Monroe County Electric, 
Tri-County Electric, Southwestern 
Electric, Southeastern Electric, 
Egyptian Electric, Clay County 
Electric, Clinton County Electric, 
Wayne-White Counties Electric and 
Southern Illinois Electric. 
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To Springfield and Washington, P.C 

Youth tour for 
high school students 

Ten youths from high schools within the Corn Belt 
Electric service area will again be selected to attend Youth 
Day at our State Capitol April 20, 1982. One student will 
go on to Washington, D. C., to meet with our national 
leaders June 11-18, 1982. 

The ten students attending Springfield Youth Day will 
tour the State Museum and Capitol building, and make 
“VIP” visits to the House and Senate galleries, the Lincoln 
Home, and the Governor’s mansion. A luncheon and dinner 
will afford the students an opportunity to meet with our 
legislative leaders 

One student will represent Corn Belt Electric 
Cooperative in Washington, D. C. with delegates from other 
rural electric cooperatives from throughout the United 
States. For one week students will tour Washington, 
D. C. sites and meet with national leaders, including 
President Reagan. Our Illinois legislators will host various 
meetings with the students. 

These youth programs are sponsored by your coop¬ 
erative as a part of a national rural electric program of 
educating youth for their leadership of tomorrow. 

WHO MAY ENTER 
High school students enrolled in the 10th and 11th 

grades (sophomore or junior class) enrolled in a school 

I Essays and entry blanks must be received by noon, 
I Friday, March 19, 1982, Enter now! 

I Corn Belt Electric Cooperative Inc. 
I P. O. Box 816 
I Bloomington, IL 61701 

Please send an entry blank and information 
I concerning the “Youth to Washington” essay 

contest. 

Name   Date   

Parents’ Name   

. Address    

I Telephone No. Age Male Female _ 

| High School   Class Year _ 

I  

district all or partly served by Corn Belt Electric 
Cooperative.You do not have to receive service from the 
cooperative to enter the contest. (Members and families 
of this cooperative’s board of directors or employees, or 
previous trip winners are not eligible.) 

BASIS OF SELECTING WINNERS 
Participating students will be selected on the basis of 

an essay, not to exceed 1,500 words, and an oral presen¬ 
tation on the subject “What Are The Alternatives to 
Electricity?” Ten finalists will attend Youth Day in 
Springfield and receive a gift certificate. The best essay 
entrant will be sent to Washington, D. C. with delegates 
from other Illinois electric cooperatives. 

Essays will be judged by an impartial panel of judges 
on the basis of originality, content, accuracy of fact, 
composition, and oral presentation. 

Entry information and research material are available 
by filling in the entry blank and mailing to your coop¬ 
erative office, P. O. Box 816, Bloomington, IL 61701 or by 
phone, 662-53 30 or 1-800-322-6451. Fill ouc the entry 
form and start working on your essay today! 

Winter bill worries? 
Any member who anticipates having problems paying 

their winter bill, please contact our office BEFORE the 
bill becomes due. 

Annual meeting is March 20 
Your Cooperative’s 44th Annual Meeting will be held 

Saturday, March 20, 1982 at Bloomington High School 
Auditorium. 

Mark your calendar now and plan to attend. There will 
be a drawing for a special “Early Bird” prize, and for 
many other gifts during the meeting. Hear reports on the 
operation of your cooperative to keep you better informed 
on the present and long-range forecast for electric energy. 
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Energy conservation loans 
available to all members 

Corn Belt Electric Cooperative’s Board of Directors 
has announced that the Cooperative will be making low- 
interest loans to its members so they can finance energy 
conservation improvements for their homes, farm buildings 
and businesses. The board is aware that all forms of energy 
have increased in cost. The Cooperative continues to receive 
increases from its wholesale suppliers, which are passed on 
to the membership along with its own operational costs 
which continue to increase. 

With the low-interest Energy Conservation Loan being 
made to the members it is anticipated that members can 
make improvements now that will save money in the 
future. The future is unknown for what may occur, 
however, the utility industry is forecasting lower KWH sales 
than previously, with higher KWH costs. 

Gene Dressier, President of the Board of Corn Belt 
Electric, explained that the directors passed a resolution 
requesting the Rural Electrification Administration 
(REA) to make available $48,000 for the next two years 
for the Energy Resources Conservation Loan Program, 
which REA has approved. Funding will be accomplished 
by extending principal payments on money Corn Belt 
owes REA for building electric distribution lines and 
substations. 

“It’s a very good program,” Dressier said, “with a 
minimum of red tape. Our members know Corn Belt 
Electric and are more likely to get into a program that is 
run by a local organization, rather than through a new and 
unfamiliar program. The low-interest 
financing at five percent is an effective incentive 

for members to invest in energy-conserving measures 
benefiting their individual homes, farms and 
businesses.” 

Loan funds are to be used for a number of 
weatherization improvements which will directly affect 
every member’s energy consumption. As a member-owner 
of Corn Belt Electric it affords you an opportunity to 
determine your Cooperative’s future energy 
consumption. Using your electricity effectively and 
efficiently is the goal of your Cooperative. The loan 
funds are available for the following: caulking, 
weatherstripping, insulation for ceilings, walls and 
floors, as well as for duct pipes, water 
heater; also for installation of storm or thermal 
windows and doors. Furthermore, the loans can 
include installation of clock thermostats and attic 
ventilation fans. 

A simile is the automobile. Gasoline prices continue 
to rise but by keeping the engine tuned, buying the 
proper tires and maintaining proper air pressure, etc. you 
help to increase gas mileage. Gasoline prices are not viewed 
to decrease but only increase in the future. The 
comparison is made to our energy consumption, 
whether it be natural gas, LP, oil or electricity. By 
making this low-interest energy conservation loan 
program available to our members, the membership 
and cooperative as well as the nation are helped 
in its consumption of its valuable resources. 

Contact Jerry Durflinger, Corn Belt Member 
Services Manager, for full details. 

Conservation begins at home 
Energy consumption by your Cooperative is constantly 

being analyzed to find ways in which our energy can be 
used more efficient and effectively. Your Board of 
Directors this year approved the removal of the glass 
windows in the rear of the building, which contain 
offices. At a cost of $8,150 the energy savings will 
result in a pay back of approximate seven years at 

Finished siding similar to part of the front of the 
building has been installed. Completely insulated 
walls replaced glass areas. 

current cost. 
The Cooperative headquarters building was built in 

1954 and improvements such as these will increase the 
value and life of the existing facilities. Improvements 
will continue in the future as your Board of Directors 
is constantly evaluating the Cooperative to seek to 
improve its total energy consumption. 

Workmen removed a total of 23 windows in the rear of 
the Cooperative's headquarters building. 
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These Amazing Binocularsx^ 
must thrill and satisfy you in every 

way ... or you pay nothing! 

IT MAKES A 

WONDERFUL GIFT! 

GIANT 60MM 
OBJECTIVE 
LENSES! 

ONLY 

798 
m WHILE 

THEY LAST! 

FOSTER-TRENT proudly presents the Jubilee Model of the famous 
POWERHOUSE BINOCULARS. This Gigantic “SUPER 50” was created 
in Europe after years of extensive research. It’s chock full of revo¬ 
lutionary new design ideas, such as Fluted Barrels for extra strength 
. . . Variable Focusing for smoothe, pull-in power — from 50 Yards 
or 50 Miles away! Best of all, GIANT 60MM Objective Lenses for 
massive light gathering power. You’ll get terrific views. Now, any 
reader of this publication can own these superb binoculars at rock- 
bottom cost. 

PERFECT FOR SPORT FANS . . . NATURE LOVERS! 
GREAT FOR SECRET SURVEILLANCE! 

The Giant 60MM Lenses pull in the thrilling action . . . even from 
the bleachers. Study wild animals without disturbing them. Enjoy 
thrilling vistas from 50 MILES AWAY. See without being seen . . . 
it’s fun to be your own detective. Study suspicious strangers from 
the privacy of your own home. 

TRY THEM ON 30 DAY FREE HOME TRIAL! 
No Risk No Obligation. Enjoy them for 1 full month before 
deciding. If you’re not 100% satisfied return them for a full, im¬ 
mediate refund except postage & handling. All orders received will 
be shipped on a first come, first served basis. Please act promptly 
for fast shipment. 

10 YEAR CONDITIONAL GUARANTEE 
These quality nonprismatic binoculars are ruggedly made and 
fully warranted against manufacturer’s defects for 10 full 
years. If they should fail to operate properly anytime in 10 
years, return with $1 to cover handling costs and they will 
be repaired or replaced free. Guarantee ends DECEMBER 
31, 1991. 

LENS COVERS AND SHOULDER 
STRAPS WITH EACH PAIR 

SPECIAL DELUXE MODEL 
A limited quantity of our NEW DELUXE MODEL (not 
illustrated) is now available. It has all of the great 
features of the model described in this ad PLUS Tinted 
Lenses. Only $2 more. It is our Model No. 195 — Only 
$9.98 Each! 

■ FOSTER TRENT INC., Dept. 851-TL, 
I 2345 Boston Post Road, Larchmont, N.Y. 10538 
I Rush my order for the new, -improved POWERHOUSE BINOCULARS 
! with GIANT 60 MILIIVIETER lenses as checked below on 30 DAY 
I TRIAL. My complete satisfaction guaranteed or my money back 
■ (less postage and handlin'’). Include the Carrying Straps and 
Z Cover Seals at no extra cost. 

INDICATE QUANTITY WANTED BELOW 
lH ONE BINOCULAR — $7.98 + 1.25 postage & handlirlg. 

TWO BINOCULARS — $14 4 1.65 postage & handling. 
□ THREE BINOCULARS — $19 4- 1.95 postage & handling 

_ (YOU SAVE $6.74). 
■ □ SPECIAL BINOCULAR CASE (CALF GRAINED VINYL) ONLY $2.00 
!□ DELUXE MODEL — No. 195- $9.98 + 1.25 postage & handling 

N.Y.S. Residents be sure to add Sales Tax. 
SORRY! No COD's. Please send check, M.O. or Cash for prompt delivery. 

Print Name. 

Address   

Town  State. 

VISA & MASTERCHARGE MEMBERS MAY XHARGE ORDERS 
'Please fill in information below!) 

Visa No.   Master Charge No.  
| Expiration Date  Expiration Date  
_ NOTICE: Visa and Master Charge card holders may call in their order _ 

SPECIAL 
OFFER 

★★★ 
SPECIAL 
OFFER 

Public Tinnounccmcnt 
 FOR THE REAPERS OF THIS PUBLICATION  

THE SENSATIONAL, ALL-NEW NONPRISMATIC 

50 MILE BINOCULARS 
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Illinois 

winner 

of national 
Cooperative 

Month 
citation 

For the second consecutive year, the 
work of the Illinois Cooperative 

Coordinating Committee (ICCC) has 
received national recognition for its 
Cooperative Month activities. 

The Illinois Cooperative Month 
Committee, a subcommittee of the 

ICCC, was one of three such commit¬ 
tees that received special citations for 
their work in 1981 during October 
Cooperative Month. Also honored 
with special citations were Minnesota 

and Wisconsin. The California Cooper¬ 
ative Month Committee received the 
highest honor, the national award, 
from the Cooperative Month Planning 
Committee of Washington, D.C. 
Illinois was the national winner in 
1980. 

ALL-STEEL 
BUILDINGS 

DIRECT FROM MANUFACTURER 
36’ x 100' x 18' HIGH gi 8995 

F.O.B. Springfield, MO 
Price excluding 

endwalls 
and doors 

We need a few buildings erected in your area Immediately! Save big $ by 
dealing factory direct. Factory crews available; or erect it yourself with simple 
hand tools for even more savings. Insulate to R-30 in walls, ceiling. LIMITED 
OFFER — for more information call our toll-free number or mail the coupon 
below today. 

MELCO BUILDINGS BY 

OZARK BUILDING SYSTEMS, inc. 
Route 2, P.O. Box 159, Strafford, MO 65757 

COMMERCIAL Oftfc INDUSTRIAL A FARM 

Manufacturers of steel buildings for more than 10 years 

CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-821-7700 — EXT. 803 
IN MISSOURI 1-800-892-7655 —EXT. 803 

Please send me more information showing how I can take 
advantage of this limited offer for Melco All-Steel Buildings, IREN 

NAME    
ADDRESS '  
CITY STATE ZIP 
TELEPHONE   

Two members of the staff of the 
Association of Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
eratives (AIEC), the statewide service 
organization for the state’s electric 
cooperatives, played important roles in 
Illinois’ success in the two years. 
Thomas H. Moore, executive vice pres¬ 
ident and general manager, is chairman 

of the ICCC, while Gordon M. Olsen, 
director of the AIEC Information and 
Printing Departments, served as chair¬ 
man of the Cooperative Month Com¬ 
mittee. 

The national committee presents 
awards annually to the state commit¬ 
tees conducting the best programs to 
call attention to the contributions of 
the cooperatives and to inform 
members and the public about these 
contributions. For 1981, these 
activities centered on the theme, “Co¬ 
operatives — Building a Better 
America.” 

Activities carried on in Illinois 
included: a series of interviews distri¬ 
buted to Illinois radio stations, a video 
tape series distributed to television sta¬ 
tions in major Illinois markets and 
extensive newspaper and radio 
coverage of Cooperative Month events 
throughout the state. 

The ICCC serves as a clearinghouse 
on matters affecting the growth and 
development of Illinois cooperatives. 
Objectives include developing a leader¬ 
ship role in coordinating cooperative 
educational activities, encouraging 
active observance of National Coopera¬ 
tive Month, establishing improved 
communications between coopera¬ 
tives, publicizing the purpose and 
accomplishments of local cooperative 
organizations, and developing and dis¬ 
tributing information relating to 
Illinois cooperatives. 

In addition to the AIEC, member¬ 
ship of the ICCC is made up of: Farm¬ 
land Industries, Inc.; Federal Land 
Bank of St. Louis; GROWMARK, Inc.; 
GROWMARK, Inc. — Grain Division; 
Illinois Farm Bureau; Illinois Milk Pro¬ 
ducers Association; Illinois Production 
Credit Associations; Interstate Pro¬ 
ducers Livestock Association; 
Southern Illinois University-Carbon- 
dale; St. Louis Bank for Cooperatives; 
and University of Illinois. 
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Tom Plunket, Plant Manager of Clinton Power Station, 
addresses the meeting held at Illinois Power Visitors Center. 

At the near right, Melvin Schuler of Lexington read the 
minutes of the Nominating Committee Report. 

Far right, President of the Board of Directors Gene 
Dressier of El Paso addresses the meeting on problems 
that face the Cooperative in the short term and long term. 

Booster committee 
Corn Belt’s Booster Committee met on January 13 at 

noon at the Visitors Center of the Illinois Power Clinton 
Nuclear Station. Plant Manager Tom Plunket of Clinton 
was the guest speaker. Related topics of an open question- 
and-answer session touched upon almost all aspects of 

nuclear energy: licensing, costs of construction, interest 

cost, regulations, comparison of coal vs. nuclear as a natural 
resource, safety pertaining to radiation, the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission and its role and impact on the 
industry, fuel costs of coal vs. nuclear, escalating cost of 
the Clinton Station and the reasons why, lake water 
conditions and cooling processes, and many other related 

topics. 
Approximately 75 members from the 10-county 

service area viewed a film covering the start of the project, 
showing its various stages of construction, and its present 
status. 

President of the Board of Directors Gene Dressier 
spoke to the group about the future of the electric utility 

visits Clinton plant 
industry as a whole and its greatest concern about endless 
rate increases. More rate increases are apparent. The size 
and when are unknown factors. 

Mr. Dressier addressed the recent outages the 
Cooperative has experienced. Use 1-800-322-6541 for 
calling in your outage and use your transistor radio to 
receive reports regarding your area. The Cooperative 

uses this form of communication to get outage information 
to the membership on all major outages. 

Manager Jeff Reeves answered questions about the 
Cooperative. Some problems occurring in the El Paso area 
regarding low voltage were brought to his attention. An 
analysis of the problem is being undertaken by the 
Engineering Services Department for the cause or causes 
and how to rectify them as soon as the reason is known. 

The meeting was well received by the membership 
and the staff as information discussed helped both to 
understand their Cooperative better and of course will lead 
to better service for the total membership. 
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Education in electricity 
takes to the farm 

Essay contest deadline " 
is March 19th 

On Friday, January 8, approximately 20 students from 
Lexington High School attended an open-air classroom. 
Don Meyer’s Farm Utilities class visited David Thomas’s 
farm east of Lexington for education in electricity. 
Although cold and windy they came for on-site instruction 
pertaining to electricity, particularly three-phase motors 
and what role Corn Belt Electric Cooperative plays in 
providing this service. 

Manager of Member Services Jerry Durflinger and 
Maintenance Foreman Lyle Hinshaw explained costs, usage 
of electricity on the farm, and other related information, 
and answered questions from the students. 

We encourage any members who would be interested 
in information regarding programs of this type of contact 
the office at your convenience. Your Cooperative is at your 
service. 

Four nominated for directors 
On January 13 the Nominating Committee met to 

nominate candidates for four board of director positions 
to be filled by election at the 44th Annual Meeting of the 
Cooperative on Saturday, March 20, 1982. 

The following incumbent directors were nominated 
for reelection to three year terms: 

Myron Erdman, Chenoa — District 1, McLean County 
Thomas Johns, Delevan — District 2, Tazewell and 

Logan Counties 
Frank Thorp, Clinton — District 4, DeWitt County 
Janice Reimer, Carlock — District 1, McLean County, 

was nominated for election to a three-year term. 

Attention sophomores and juniors! The deadline for 
your essay is 12 noon, Friday, March 19, 1982. For those 
who have started, you have approximately one month to 
finish your essay. If you haven’t entered it’s not too late to 
enter. This year’s subject is: “What Are the Alternatives 
to Electricity?” 

The ten finalists will present their essays forjudging; all 
will spend a day with state leaders in Springfield, April 20. 
The winner goes to Washington, D. C. the week of June 
11-18, 1982. Ask your teacher or principal’s office for 
details, or contact the Cooperative now for an entry blank 
and all necessary information. 

Annual 
meeting 
notice 

1982 
S M T W T F S 

1 2 3 4 5 6 
7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
14 15 16 17 18 19(fg) 
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31 

Your Cooperative’s 44th Annual Meeting will be held 
Saturday, March 20, 1982 at Bloomington High School 
Auditorium. This year’s meeting has some changes that 
were made to adjust to the needs of our members. 
Registration for the meeting will be from 9 a.m. to noon. A 
meal is planned for all those who attend the meeting and 
will be served in the cafeteria. Reservations are required: 
Contact the office by phone or mail and address all cor¬ 
respondence to Beulah Miller, Manager’s Secretary, or Ron 
Stack. There is no cost for the meal. 

Prizes and special drawings will again be featured. A 
special “Early Bird” drawing will be held for those 
registering between 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. 

Deadline is Friday, March 12, 1982 for dinner reser¬ 
vations. You must have a prior reservation for the dinner. 
We want to hear from you and make your 44th Annual 
Meeting the best ever. 

POWER OUTAGE! 

Call 1-800-322-6541 
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DID YOU KNOW? 

That old stock tank, water 
reservoirs, etc., coated with 
Virden Tank Coat, are better 
than new ones! Fix it and forget 

Hit! Let us send you complete 
^information. This is our 31st 
flyear. VIRDEN PERMA-BILT 

■XO., 2821 Mays St., P. O. Box 
7160IN, Phone: 806/352-2761, 
Amarillo, TX 79109 

anaxxxxxxxMa 

If Ruptured 
TRY THIS OUT 

Modern Protection Provides Great 
Comfort and Holding- Security 

An “eye-opening” revelation in sensi¬ 
ble and comfortable reducible rupture 
protection may be yours for the asking, 
-without cost or obligation. Full details 
of the new and different Rice Support 
will be sent you Free. Here’s a Support 
that has brought joy and comfort to 
thousands—by releasing them from 
Trusses that bind and cut. Designed to 
securely hold a rupture up and in where 
it belongs and yet give freedom of body 
and genuine comfort. For full informa¬ 
tion—write today! WILLIAM S. RICF>, 
Iua, ADAMS, N. Y„ 13605 DEPT. 9^ 

Protecting a 
valuable asset 
You've insured your house, your car...but, did 
you ever stop to think about your most valuable 
asset? You depend on good health in order to 
work and bring home your family's income. 
Your health is an asset also worth protecting. 

That's why most Illinois Rural Electric 
Co-operatives and Telephone Co-operatives 
participate in Mutual of Omaha Association 
Group plans. 

Besides providing members with important 
protection, these plans are available at 
ASSOCIATION GROUP RATES. 

Disability Income Protection — Can pay you a regular 
monthly check when a covered accident or illness keeps you from working. 

Hospital Coverage — Helps you meet today's ever-rising costs of medical care. 

Cancer Cost Supplement — Supplies extra coverage to help you afford the 
expensive cost of cancer treatment. 

Mutual Care — "Easy-to-read" coverage that works with Medicare to provide 
security to those 65 and over. J UNDfRWRUTfN BY 

Major Medical Protection — Can help cover 
medical expenses, even if a catastrophic 
illness strikes. 

Life Insurance is also available, both as term 
and permanent insurance (cash value) from 
our affiliate, United of Omaha. 

For more information, fill out the coupon below. 

Mutual jCN 
^Omaha.xL/ 

People you can count on... 
Life Insurance Affiliate: 

United of Omaha 
MUTUAl or OMAHA INSURANCE COMPANY 

HOME OEFICE OMAHA. NEBRASKA 

Send to: Hugh R. McAteer 
I Mutual of Omaha 

Box 2277, Maryland Heights, MO 63043 

Please send information on insurance programs available to Illinois Electric 
Co-op Members 

□ INCOME □ HOSPITAL □ LIFE □ OVER 65 
I 

NAME    

| ADDRESS    

CITY  ZIP  
I 

PHONE NO.   

NAME OF CO-OP  

Make 
BABY 

FREE 
instructions 
when you 
subscribe to 

n rinses 
If you enjoy making pretty things (or 
want to learn how), then you'll enjoy 
Crafts 'n Things, the colorful how-to 
magazine. 

Over 40 complete projects in every 
issue...from macrame to crochet, quilt¬ 
ing to rya rugs, bazaar ideas to jiffy gifts. 

Save $$$...Make things for 1/3 the cost 
of buying them. 

Crafts 'n Things shows you how...with 
easy directions, step-by-step illustra¬ 
tions, full-size patterns. Money-back 
guarantee. 

TILLER USERS... 
Can your machine 
do all of this? 

IKUT-I 

Dept. 
102nd St. fc 9th Ave., Troy, N.Y. 12180 

Please send the whole wonderful story of TR0Y- 
BILT® Roto Tillers including prices and OFF¬ 
SEASON-SAVINGS now-in effect for a limited time. 

(Please Print Clearly) 
Mr. 
Mrs. 
MS. 
Address 

City 

j^State Zip 

if Handle with just ONE HAND. 
★ EVENLY break, turn & till soil. 
if Shred vegetation without tangling. 
if Leave NO WHEELMARKS or FOOTPRINTS. 
The TR0Y-BILT® ROTO TILLER-POWER C0M- 
P0STER can do all this and more! That’s why 

serious gardeners consider it the 
finest tiller available. See for 

yourself! For complete details, 
OFF-SEASON SAVINGS, and FREE 

24-page booklet clip this and 
mail today to: 

TROYBILT® Tillers 
102nd St. & 

Ave., 
Troy, N.Y. 

12180 
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risk to the Federal Treasury. Since 
only those farmers who participate in 
the 10 percent set-aside will be eligible 
for price supports, grain reserves and 
target prices, there will be much less 
risk of having to pay out.” 

National Farmers Union president 
George Stone noted that farmers’ 
real income had dropped from 65 
percent of parity in January 1980, 
to 56 percent this January. Stone 
came down heavily on President 
Reagan’s economic plans, saying, “I’m 
not sure this country can stand the 
cure for the disease in as fast and as 
big of doses as they’re giving it.” 

“The lack of sufficient incentive for 
farmer participation in the new 
set-aside program for wheat, feed 
grains, cotton and rice raises doubts as 
to whether the program will be 
effective. The reduced acreage 
program can only succeed in raising 
commodity prices if there is massive 
participation,” he said, “and the 
program confronts grain farmers with 
some sough choices.” Stone suggested 
that the best thing about the program 
is that an immediate signup is not 

Agriculture Director 
Larry Werries 

required. 
Attorney General Tyrone Fahner 

addressed the meeting and noted that 
efforts to stem rural crime have been 
stepped up since he took office, and 
promised even more efforts in the 
future. 

Neil Hartigan, Democratic 
candidate for Attorney General, 
addressed the problem of elevator 
bankruptcies, a growing concern for 
many Illinois farmers. 

“It’s time to stop talking and start 
acting to defend farmers from grain 
losses caused by elevator bank¬ 
ruptcies,” he said. He proposed the 
creation of an Illinois Agricultural 
Insurance Corporation to protect 
farmers. It would, he said, be modeled 
after the Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation, which protects 
depositors from bank failures. 

Also appearing on the program 
were Grace Mary Stern, Democratic 
candidate for Lieutenant Governor; 
Senator Vince DeMuzio; Larry 
Werries; director, Illinois Department 
of Agriculture, and Congressman Paul 
Findley. 

PATIO OR DWARF FRUIT TREE SALE 
AN UNBELIEVABLE OFFER 

The Progressive Gardening Institute is a fully approved Non-Profit Organiza¬ 
tion whose goal is to educate, inform, and teach the public on how to raise 
their own food and preserve it for the future. This special 
offer, a $7.49 catalog value, is made to introduce you to 
our fine organization. 

SPECIAL “FREE GIFT” WITH ALL ORDERS 
12 Packets 

of 
Vegetable 

Seed 

(1) Beets 
(2) Broccoli 
(3) Cantaloupe 
(4) Carrots 
(5) Cabbage 
(6) Cucumber 

(7) Lettuce 
(8) Pumpkin 
(9) Radish 

(10) Spinach 
(11) Tomato 
(12) Peas 

SORRY OFFER NOT GOOD IN CA-WA-AZ 

These trees have become extremely popular in recent 
years due to smaller residential properties. They re¬ 
quire less space and are easier to maintain. Even 
though the trees are much smaller, they bear full-size 
fruit just as a standard tree, but not as much. One 
outstanding feature is they begin to bear fruit when 
only 2 or 3 years old. Mature height is 8 to 10 feet. 

CHOOSE FROM 
APPLES No. 

Red Delicious   

Yellow Del.   

Stayman Win.   

APRICOTS No. 

Moorpark   

Early Golden   

PEARS 

Keiffer 

Bartlett 

No. 

PEACHES 

Elberta 

J. H. Hale 

Belle of Ga. 

PLUMS 

Damson 

Burbank 

CHERRIES 

North Star   

Montmorency   

Progressive Gardening 
P.O. Box 500 Dept. 11-4 
Morrison, TN 37357 

Please send us at the proper time the 
dwarf fruit trees, we have selected for 
only $3.50 each plus $2.00 shipping 
and handling per order. 
 Total No. of Dwarf Trees. 

Name  

Address. 

City   

State 
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Thank you! 
Thank you! 

This wonderful winter weather that greeted us in 
December, January and February caused numerous power 
outages for most of our members. We apologize for the 
inconvenience and hardship that this created for you but do 
appreciate your patience and understanding regarding the 
situation and all its associated problems. The Cooperative 
would like to thank all: 
• The snow removal crews — state, county, township and 

city crews — that assisted our personnel by opening roads 
so our crews could restore power. 
• The many farmers and residents in the rural area that 

at times were plowing snow and pulling our vehicles out of 
ditches. 
• The radio stations that were used to communicate and 

give periodic update on the progress of our crews. 
• The member meter readers who braved the ice and cold 

to read meters, and when unable were greeted by helpful 
and concerned rhembers who were glad to give a meter 
reading over the phone. This eliminated many estimated 
bills which create problems. For those members who did 
receive estimated bills, we appreciate your understanding of 
the situation. 
• Our employees, their wives and families, we thank 

them for their understanding and dedication to a job that is 
not finished until the last member has power restored. 
• Our members and whoever else was overlooked. This 

severe weather created problems for all of us but it also 
brought out the best in people. A sense of humor, patience 
and can do attitude prevailed by all concerned and people 
were able to cope and get through a pattern of weather that 
is hoped will not return for many years. 

Thank you again for all your help and kindness!!! 

Don’t forget your 
Cooperative’s annual meeting 
Your Cooperative’s annual meeting will be held 

Saturday, March 20, 1982, at 10 a.m. in the Bloomington 
Senior High School Auditorium. Registration of members 
begins at 9 a.m. 

Prizes and special drawings will again be featured. A 
special “Early Bird” drawing will be held for those 
registering early. A noon meal will be served and entertain¬ 
ment will be provided during lunch. Reservations for dinner 
are required; please contact the cooperative by March 18. 

Make your plans to attend and help us make the 44th 
Annual Meeting the best ever. 

Energy 
Conservation Loans 

Corn Belt Electric Cooperative is accepting applications 
for five percent (5%) interest loans to its members in order 
that you may finance energy conservation improvements 
for your home, farm buildings and businesses. With Energy 
Conservation Loans being offered to the members, it is 
anticipated that improvements made now will save both 
money and our natural resources in the future. 

Loan funds are to be used for a variety of weatheri- 
zation improvements which directly affect every member’s 
energy consumption. As a member-owner of Corn Belt 
Electric you have an opportunity to help determine your 
Cooperative’s future energy consumption. Loan funds are 
available for the following: caulking, weatherstripping, 
insulation for ceilings, walls and floors, as well as for duct 
pipes, water heater, and for installation of storm or thermal 
windows and doors. Furthermore, the loans can include 
installation of clock thermostats and attic ventilation fans. 

Your Board of Directors, by making this low-interest 
energy conservation loan program available to all members, 
is trying to assist the membership and Cooperative as well 
as the nation in its consumption of its valuable resources. 

Contact Jerry Durflinger, Manager of Member Services, 
for full details. 

Cold weather 
vs. electric usage 

As you are all aware of the winter of 81-82 has been 
subject to periods of extreme cold and also above average 
snowfall for this area of the country. This of course creates 
problems and hardships for our members. No one can 
accurately forecast the long-range weather forecast for 
budgeting purposes. The figures shown below indicate how 
extreme this winter has been: 

1980-1981 1981-1982 

Oct. 20 — Jan. 19 Oct. 20 — Jan. 19 
27,005,432 KWH sold 30,748,453 KWH sold 

This represents a 13.86 percent increase in KWH used 
by our typical home and farm member on Rate 1. It is an 
average over a three-month period. The influence of 
weather, extreme cold of extreme heat, has a definite 
impact on our KWH usage and our personal budget. At this 
time we would like to remind any of our members who 
anticipate having problems paying their bill, please contact 
the office as soon as possible. 
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You got 
to remember 

Tom Graves is formerly communications director for 
the Iowa Association of Electric Cooperatives and editor of 
Iowa REC News, from which the following column is 
reprinted: 

I was sitting near the back row of an REC annual 
meeting the other day, dressed in my “speaking-at-an- 
annual-meeting” suit and I gather that the old farmer sitting 
next to me could tell I was no local boy. 

He was dressed in a pair of bib overalls, he held a 
cornseed cap on his lap and you could see the strain and 
labor of 60 years of farming on his wrinkled face. 

I guess he was getting a little bored with the entertain¬ 
ment because he turned to me and asked where I was from. 
I told him I lived in Des Moines, introduced myself and 
asked his name. 

He didn’t respond, though. Instead, he took one long, 
bony finger and proceeded with it down the annual meeting 
program until he reached my name. “That you?” 

“Yes.” 
“What you gonna tell us about today?”he asked. 
“About rural electric cooperatives and the reasons we 

have to hold on to our REC program,” I answered. 
“Sounds okay, I guess,” he told me, “except for one 

thing. You’re talking to the wrong group.” 
“Why’s that?” I asked. 
“Well, I figure the ones who came here to this meeting, 

who sit through the speeches and reports, and vote for 
directors, they already believe in the RECs. 

“You ought to be talking to the ones who didn’t show 
up.” 

“I suppose you’re right,” I said. “But I don’t know 
how to reach those people.” 

“Yup,” he said, “I can see you got a problem in that 
area. Most people today, they don’t care who supplies them 
with electricity. They don’t care whether it’s a cooperative 
or some other company, so long as the electricity stays 
on.” 

“You may be right,” I told him, “but I think they’re 
making a mistake.” 

“Dam tootin’,” he answered. “How old do you think I 
am?” 

I guessed 70. 
“Nope,” he said, giving me a big, toothy grin. “79. 

I’m one of the old folks who show up at this meeting. Ever 
notice how many old people turn up at this REC meeting?” 

I confessed that I had and told him our “mature” 
members showed up in similar numbers throughout Iowa. 

“Ever wonder why?” he asked me. 
I didn’t hazard a guess. “Why?” 
“Because when you’re 79 years old you remember 

when you didn’t have electricity on the farm. You 
remember when the water was pumped by hand and didn’t 
run inside, when the privy was outside — and darned cold 

during the winter!” 
I smiled, “I’m sure you do remember those things.” 
“Dam tootin’, I do,” he said. “There was a day when 

YOU WANT A HOT BREAKTAST... YOU SET OUT THERE AND BLOW ON YOUR DAN& WINDMILL! 

Please don’t misinterpret the above cartoon; it is meant 
for humor, but at the same time it brings to light a subject 
that is being considered by many of our members. 

In the past year your Cooperative has received more 
inquiries from members interested in this form of renew¬ 
able energy. Your Cooperative would like to remind you to 

please check with us before you purchase a wind 
generator. We want to explain to you prior to your 
purchase what you the owner of a wind generator are 
required to install if you plan to sell your electricity to the 
Cooperative. 

As with anything that is brand new there are those 
salesmen or dealers who may not provide you with all the 
necessary information applicable, what is required by the 
Cooperative and by the owner. Safety of Cooperative 
personnel is of paramount importance. Other factors that 
need to be coordinated with the Cooperative — 
Engineering, Operations and Member Services Departments 
— to insure that your wind generator meets all the 
necessary requirements set forth by various governing 
bodies, including the Cooperative’s requirements. 

Please don’t hesitate to contact us for full details 
regarding the installation of a wind generator. 

Deadline nears 
Attention sophomores and juniors. The deadline for 

your essay is 12 noon, Friday, March 19, 1982. This year’s 
subject is “What Are The Alternatives to Electricity?” The 
10 finalists will present their essay publically and will meet 
with State leaders April 20. The winner goes to Washington, 
D. C. 

I believed electricity would never come to the farms. You 
couldn’t of convinced me otherwise. But it did come. 

“I want to tell you something. My father cried the 
night we got electric power on the home place. Tears fell 
down his cheeks. He didn’t want to go to bed that night. He 
got out a book and sat by the kitchen table with the bulb 
burning and read. We thought that light bulb was a miracle. 

“That’s why I go to the REC meeting. Because I 
remember what a great day that was. ‘Course my son wasn’t 
there. He didn’t remember.” 

He paused a moment. “Ain’t it something,” he 
continued, “how the people who really appreciate a thing 
are the people who didn’t have it?” 

Ain’t it, though. 
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Nutritious 
and 

economical 
CHICKEN GUMBO 

1 broiler fryer (about 2V2 lb.), cut up % cup chopped green pepper 
VA lb. smoked ham, diced 1 tablespoon minced parsley 
2 tablespoons butter or margarine 1 tablespoon salt 
1 can (14V2 to 16 oz.) tomatoes VA teaspoon ground black pepper 

(2 cups) 1 small bay leaf 
IV2 qts. water 1 tablespoon gumbo file powder 
1 lb. okra, sliced 4 cups hot cooked rice 
1 cup sliced onions 

Cook chicken and ham in melted butter until light brown. Add 
tomatoes, water, okra, onions, green pepper, parsley, salt, pepper 
and bay leaf. Heat to boiling. Reduce heat, cover and simmer 30 
to 40 minutes, or until chicken is tender. Remove chicken from 
bones, but leave in large pieces. Return meat to soup. Discard 
bay leaf. Just before serving, sprinkle gumbo file powder lightly 
over soup, stirring constantly. Heap hot rice in individual soup 
bowls. Ladle chicken gumbo over rice. Makes 8 servings. 

GROUND BEEF AND NOODLE CASSEROLE 
1 large pkg. noodles, small size 
2 lbs. ground beef 

11/2 bell peppers chopped fine 
2 cloves garlic minced 
2 tablespoons chili powder 
1 teaspoon cumin 

Salt and pepper to taste 
1 can whole-kernel corn (drained) 
1 can tomato soup 
1 can water 
1 can Rotel tomatoes 

1V2 lbs. cheese (grated) 

Cook beef and drain. Add onion, pepper, garlic and cook until 
soft. Add chili powder, cumin, salt and pepper. Cook noodles 
and drain. Put one-half the noodles in casserole and top with 
meat, corn, half of the cheese, and the remaining noodles. Mix 
tomato soup with water and pour over top. Add Rotel and sprinkle 
with rest of the cheese. Bake at 350 degrees for 1 hour and 30 
minutes. This makes a large amount and can be frozen. Also, 
this is good served with carrot salad. 

SPANISH CHICKEN AND NOODLES 
1 large fryer 2 shredded carrots 
1 medium chopped onion 1 pkg. noodles (small) 
1 chopped bell pepper 1 can cream of chicken soup 

14 stalk celery 
Simmer fryer until tender. Remove meat and chop. Cook onion, 
bell pepper, celery and carrots in broth until tender. Add noodles 
and cream of chicken soup. Cook about 15 minutes until noodles 
are tender. 

SAVORY MEATBALL-SAUERKRAUT SKILLET 
1 lb. ground beef 1 (1-lb. 11-oz.) can sauerkraut, 
3 cups soft bread crumbs drained 

(3 to 4 slices of bread) V2 cup chopped onion 
VA cup milk 3/A cup long-grain rice 
1 egg 1 Vi cups water 
2 tablespoons shortening 1 1-lb. can (2 cups) tomatoes, cut up 

Combine ground beef, bread crumbs, milk, egg, % teaspoon salt, 
and a dash of pepper. Mix well. Shape into 12 meatballs. Brown 
in shortening in large skillet, combine sauerkraut, onion, and Vz 
teaspoon salt. Stir in rice and water. Add meatballs and tomatoes. 
Bring to boiling,- reduce heat and simmer, covered for 30 to 35 
minutes. Makes 6 servings. 

PIMIENTO-CREAMED CORN 
In medium saucepan or skillet, combine one 3-oz. pkg. pimiento 
cream cheese, softened, VA cup milk, 1 tablespoon butter or mar¬ 
garine, and V2 teaspoon onion salt. Cook and stir over low heat 
until cream cheese melts. Stir in 2 cups cooked corn from cob 
(3 to 4 med. ears) or one 1 lb. can corn, drained. Cook until corn is 
heated through. Makes 4 to 6 servings. 

BEAN AND SQUASH SOUP 
1 lb. (2V2 cups) dry navy beans 1 cup chopped onion 
8 cups water 1 cup chopped celery 
2 lbs. winter squash, pared, seeded, IV2 teaspoons salt 

and cubed (4 cups) VA teaspoon pepper 
1 meaty ham bone (about 1 lb.) 

In 5-quart Dutch oven, combine beans and water. Bring to boil, 
reduce heat, and simmer 2 minutes. Remove from heat. Cover and 
let stand 1 hour, (or soak beans in water overnight.) Do not drain. 
Add half the squash, ham bone, onion, celery, salt and pepper. 
Bring to boil; cover and simmer I’/z hours. Remove ham bone,- 
cool slightly. Partially mash beans with potato masher. Cut meat 
from bone and dice; return meat to Dutch oven along with re¬ 
maining squash. Simmer, covered, 20 minutes more. Season to 
taste. Makes 8 to 10 servings. 

RICE CASSEROLE 
1 cup raw rice 1 tablespoon dehydrated bell 
1 cup beef consomme pepper flakes 
1 tablespoon dehydrated onion flakes Butter 

Soray Pam in casserole dish. Mix all ingredients in bowl. Add 
about VA can water and lots of butter. This can be covered and 
cooked in microwave about 15 minutes. Stir at about 10 minutes. 

DILLY CASSEROLE BREAD 
1 pkg. yeast 2 teaspoons dill seed 

VA cup warm water 1 teaspoon salt 
1 cup creamed cottage cheese V2 teaspoon baking soda 
2 tablespoons sugar 1 egg 
1 tablespoon instant minced onion 2,/2 cups flour 
1 tablespoon melted butter 

Dissolve yeast in warm water. Heat cottage cheese to lukewarm. 
Add all remaining ingredients except flour. Mix well and add to 
the yeast. Add flour and mix well to form stiff dough. Cover and 
let rise until double in size. Stir down and turn into well greased 
2V2-quart casserole dish. Let rise 40 minutes or until light. Bake 
at 350 degrees for 40-45 minutes. Brush with butter and sprinkle 
with salt. 

TRULY'S CUPCAKE BROWNIES 
1V2 cups sugar 4 sqs. semi-sweet chocolates 

1 cup flour 1 cup chopped pecans 
4 eggs 1 tablespoon vanilla 
1 cup butter or oleo 

Mix sugar, flour and eggs. Do Not Beat. Melt butter and chocolate. 
Add nuts. Combine mixture and add vanilla. Put about half full 
into cupcake liners. Bake at 325 degrees for 30 minutes. 

MAGIC MARSHMALLOW CRESCENT PUFF 
VA cup sugar 16 large marshmallows 
4 tablespoons cinnamon V2 cup chopped nuts, if desired 
2 cans (8 oz.) crescent rolls 

Combine sugar and cinnamon. Separate two cans crescent dough 
into 16 triangles. Dip marshmallow in melted butter, then in sugar 
and cinnamon mixture. Place marshmallow in wide end of triangle. 
Fold corners over marshmallow and roll toward point. Squeeze 
edge of dough to seal. Dip point side in butter and place buttered 
side down in muffin tin. Bake at 375 degrees for 10-15 minutes. 
ICING: 

V2 cup powdered sugar V2 teaspoon vanilla 
2 or 3 tablespoons milk 

Mix together. Drizzle over hot puffs. 

GINGERBREAD 
V2 cup sugar 1 teaspoon soda 
V2 cup butter 1 teaspoon ginger 

2 eggs 1 teaspoon allspice 
V2 cup molasses V2 cup Duttermilk 

1V2 cups cake flour 1 teaspoon cinnamon 

Cream butter and sugar; add eggs and beat well. Add molasses. 
Sift flour, soda and spices together,- fold in flour mixture alter¬ 
nately with buttermilk. Bake in greased rectangular pan for 25-30 
minutes at 350 degrees. Top with following: 

TOPPING FOR GINGERBREAD 
V2 cup brown sugar V2 cup soft butter 
2 teaspoons cinnamon 1 cup chopped pecans 

VA cup flour 

Combine all ingredients with a fork until crumbly. Spread over 
gingerbread for last 10 minutes of baking. 

BUTTERNUT SQUASH BREAD 
3 cups sugar 1 teaspoon cloves 
1 cup salad oil 1 teaspoon cinnamon 
3 eggs 1 teaspoon nutmeg 
3 cups flour 1 teaspoon baking soda 

V2 teaspoon salt 2 cups butternut squash 
V2 teaspoon baking powder 

Blend sugar and salad oil. Beat in eggs. Sift together dry ingredi¬ 
ents. Stir into creamed mixture the squash. Blend in sifted dry 
ingredients. Line bottoms of 2 medium loaf pans with waxed 
paper. Bake at 350 degrees for 45 minutes to 1 hour. 

GRAHAM DELIGHTS 
4 tablespoons cocoa Viz teaspoon vanilla 

Va cup confectioners sugar V2 pint whipping cream 

Add a little water to make a thick paste with first 3 ingredients. 
Add the whipping cream and beat until thick. Frost between and 
on top and sides of stacks of graham crackers. Refrigerate for at 
least six hours before eating. 
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Two of the estimated 7,000 who attended the show are pictured above. Exhibits ranged from animat health care products 
to large tractors. 

Good weather boosts farm show attendance 
The weather was fair, the ground 

was dry and the sun peeked 
occasionally from behind the thin 
cloud layer. In short, the weather 
cooperated with efforts to make the 
23rd Annual Farm Materials Handling 
Show a success. The show, held March 
2-4 at the Washington County Fair¬ 
grounds in Nashville, enjoyed 
better-than-average weather. So did 
those attending. 

The turnout was fairly good, notes 
Willard P. Wiggers, general show 
chairman and director of member 
services for Monroe County Electric 
Co-Operative. Wiggers says the good 
attendance was, along with the 
weather, only part of the good news. 
“I heard several exhibitors say that the 
people v at the show this year were 
really in a buying mood,” he says, 
“and we estimate that about 7,000 
people turned out to see the variety of 
items that filled the 120 indoor 
exhibit spaces. That’s 15 percent more 
spaces than we had last year. There 

were also several outdoor spaces for 
heavy equipment. 

“One noticeable difference this 
year,” Wiggers says, “was that there 
weren’t any solar displays, and there 
were fewer wood stove exhibits, too. 
They seemed to be replaced by TV 

satellite dish antennas. There were two 
of them here this year, and they were 
a ‘first’ for this show.” 

Even as the numbers for this year’s 
show are being tallied, plans are being 
made to make it bigger and better 
next year. The show’s planning com¬ 
mittee is working with the Washington 

A farmer watches a product 
demonstration. 

County Fair Board — from which the 
committee leases show space — seeking 
additional indoor space, especially 
with high overhead clearance to 
accommodate large exhibits. 

The Washington County Vocational 
Workshop again served meals during 
the event, and sold some 375 full 
meals, plus many sandwiches and side 
orders. Those attending the event 
also drank 65 gallons of coffee and 13 
gallons of milk. The Workshop also 
sold 600 doughnuts and 30 pies. 

Sponsors of the show include the 
Illinois Farm Electrification Council, 
Cooperative Extension Service, 
University of Illinois, Southern Illinois 
University-Carbondale College of Agri¬ 
culture and the electric suppliers in the 
region, Illinois Power Company and 
nine electric cooperatives: Clay 
Electric Cooperative Association, 
Clinton County Electric Cooperative, 
Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
Association, Monroe County Electric 
Co-Operative, Southeastern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative, Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative, Southwestern 
Electric Cooperative, Tri-County 
Electric Cooperative and Wayne-White 
Counties Electric Cooperative. The 
Nashville Chamber of Commerce 
assists with local arrangements. 
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A good-sized crowd turned out for the meeting at the Bloomington High School. 

Annual meeting 

Soyland’s planning for future outlined 
Corn Belt Electric Cooperative’s 

membership in Soyland Power Coop¬ 
erative will mean that by 1987 it 
will receive all its members’ power 
requirements from cooperative 
generation. 

During your cooperative’s 44th 
Annual Meeting, held Saturday, March 
20, at Bloomington Senior High 
School, Board President K. Eugene 
Dressier of El Paso and Manager 
Jeffrey D. Reeves reported that Corn 
Belt’s Soyland membership will mean 
that all electric generation will be 
under the control of Corn Belt and the 
other 14 Soyland member- 
cooperatives. 

They outlined the plans of Soyland 
to construct a 450-megawatt coal-fired 
generating station and a 220-megawatt 
compressed-air peaking power plant by 
1987 to complement Soyland’s 10.5- 
percent ownership in the nuclear 
Clinton Power S ation, which is 
scheduled to be on line in late 1983. 

“You may ask the question: ‘Will 
generating our own electricity lower 
the cost of electricity to our 

members?’,” Reeves said. “The answer 
to that question is yes, it will lower 
the projected rate in the long run as 
opposed to purchasing the power 
wholesale from another utility. How¬ 
ever, in the short term, rates may 
be slightly higher by generating our 
own electricity,” he added. 

Dressier cited two reasons why 
electricity may be higher in cost 
when generating plants first become 
operational. “First, the extremely 
high construction cost associated with 
new plant construction, especially 
during these inflationary times. 
Secondly, Soyland Power Cooperative 
is not able to blend the cost of the 
new plant with existing lower-cost 
power plants, since Soyland does not 
possess any older generating plants.” 

Dressier recalled the more than 40 
years of cooperative electrification 
in rural areas. “Whenever there was a 
request for electricity, it was available. 
Why was it available? It didn’t just 
happen by coincidence. It happened 
because there were people making 
surveys and planning for the future. 

and as the need arose, the supply of 
electricity was made avaiable when 
needed. Soyland has the obligation to 
provide dependable and reliable 
power, in the most economical and 
environmentally accepted manner,” he 
added. 

Eugene Dressier 

He outlined the detail and depth of 
Soyland’s load projections and fore¬ 
casts, and said that even with the 
generating capacity now planned, 
Soyland’s 15 member-cooperatives 
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may need additional generating 

capacity in the 1990’s. 

Reeves used a slide presentation to 

illustrate the unique nature of rural 

electric cooperatives and their 

important role providing rural areas 

with adequate, reliable supplies of 

electric power. He cited the factors 

which have contributed to the 

increases in electric power costs, 

noting that increases that have 

affected Corn Belt members have been 

general throughout the electric utility 

industry. 

During the business session, 

members reelected three directors to 

three-year terms and elected one 

director to her first three-year term. 

Reelected were Myron Erdman of 

Chenoa, Thomas Johns of Delavan, 

and Frank Thorp of Clinton. Janice 

Reimer of Carlock, who completed the 

unexpired term of Dorothy Rengel of 

Bloomington, was elected to her first 

full term on the board. Erdman and 

Reimer serve in District 1, while Johns 

represents District 2, and Thorp, 

District 4. 

Corn Belt officials emphasized that 

applications are being accepted from 

members for low-interest loans to 

finance energy conservation improve¬ 

ments. The interest rate is five percent, 

and interested members should con¬ 

tact Corn Belt’s Member Services 

Department. 

The low-interest loan program is in 

addition to the cooperative’s energy 

audit, which is available to all 

members. The audit, which is 

conducted by trained cooperative g 

personnel, can show where insulation 

is non-existent or deficient or where 
weatherization is needed. Members 

will be advised on how to solve 

problems identified during the free 

audits. 

Secretary-Treasurer Lewis White of 

Bloomington said wholesale power 

costs in 1981 took more than 57 

percent of the cooperative’s 

$9,057,690 in revenues. The coop¬ 

erative spent more than $5-million for 

purchased power in 1981, White said. 

Net margins for the year totalled 

$571,404, he added. 

Following the meeting, members 

were served a broasted chicken dinner 

with entertainment by the Banjo 

Band. 

Manager Reeves, front right, poses with four directors selected to serve three-year terms on the board. Janice Reimer, front 
left, was elected to her first term, while three incumbent directors, back row from left, Myron Erdman, Thomas Johns and 
Frank Thorp were reelected. 
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Would \bu Like A 
Norman Rockwell 

Collector’s Edition Plate 
For $4? 

As part of an advertising program 
commissioned by International Col¬ 
lection Finders, we will send a 
Norman Rockwell Collector's Edi¬ 
tion Plate to any reader of this pub¬ 
lication who responds to this notice 
by midnight May 15, for the sum of 
$4 plus $1 shipping and handling. 
There is no further financial obliga¬ 
tion. These plates feature Norman 
Rockwell's famed family's four sea¬ 
sons scenes in glowing colors on a 
background of highest quality pure 
white porcelain. Each 6V2" plate is 
highlighted with 22-karat gold trim. 
Please indicate choice of design 
from: Spring’s Young Love, Sum¬ 
mer Carnival, Fall School Days or 
Winter Morning when you make 
your request. Or, you may purchase 
the complete edition of all four for a 
special price of $13 plus $1 shipping 
and handling. You save $6 over the 
individual price. There will be a 
strict limit of two sets (or 8 collector 

edition plates) per address, at a cost 
of only $25 postage paid. That's a 
savings of $15 over the individual 
price. These collector’s plates make 
a beautiful display and make valued 
gifts. This program is being con¬ 
ducted simultaneously in other pub¬ 
lications. If you see it in more than 
one, please let us know as this in¬ 
formation is important to us. Should 
you wish to return your Norman 
Rockwell plates, refunds will be 
promptly made. No requests will be 
accepted past midnight May 15. 
Any checks postmarked later will 
be returned uncashed. We will also 
accept credit card orders. Just give 
us the name of the card, account 
number and expiration date. Or, 
send appropriate sum together with 
your name and address to: Interna¬ 
tional Collection Finders, Dept. 
#NPL-4032, 390 Pike Road, Hun¬ 
tingdon Valley, Pennsylvania 19006. 

© 1982 International Collection Finders 

A completely NEW concept in gardening ma¬ 

chines! The amazing 2-in-1 TROY-BILT® Roto 

Tiller is not only a wonderfully better roto tiller, it’s 

also a wonderful compost shredder-chopper! It 

turns your whole garden, however large or small, 

into a fabulously fertile “compost pile”! So easy to 

handle, even for ladies and older folks. You guide 

it with JUST ONE HAND! For complete details, 

prices, “OFF-SEASON” SAVINGS, send coupon be¬ 

low for free booklet. TROY-BILT® Roto Tiller-Power 

Composters, 102nd St. & 9th Ave., Troy, New 
York 12180 ©1982 Garden Way 

TROY-BILT® Roto Tilter-PowerComposters 
Dept. A1231 
102nd St. & 9th Ave., Troy, N.Y. 12180 

Please send the whole wondertul story of TROY-BILT* 

Roto Tillers including prices and “OFF-SEASON" SAVINGS now in 
effect for a limited time. 

(Please Print Clearly) 

City State Zip 

PATIO OR DWARF FRUIT TREE SALE 
AN UNBELIEVABLE OFFER 

The Progressive Gardening Institute is a fully approved Non-Profit Organiza¬ 
tion whose goal is to educate, inform, and teach the public on how to raise 
their own food and preserve it for the future. This special 
offer, a $7.49 catalog value, is made to introduce you to 
our fine organization. 

SPECIAL “FREE GIFT” WITH ALL ORDERS 
12 Packets 

of 
Vegetable 

Seed 

(1) Beets 
(2) Broccoli 
(3) Cantaloupe 
(4) Carrots 
(5) Cabbage 
(6) Cucumber 

(7) Lettuce 
(8) Pumpkin 
(9) Radish 

(10) Spinach 
(11) Tomato 
(12) Peas 

SORRY OFFER NOT GOOD IN CA-WA-AZ 

CHOOSE FROM 
APPLES No. PEACHES 

Red Delicious   Elberta 

Yellow Del.   J. H. Hale 

Stayman Win.   Belle of Ga. 

APRICOTS No. PLUMS 

Progressive Gardening 
P.O.Box 500 Dept. 11-4 
Morrison, TN 37357 

Please send us at the proper time the 
dwarf fruit trees, we have selected for 
only $3.50 each plus $2.00 shipping 
and handling per order. 

These trees have become extremely popular in recent 
years due to smaller residential properties. They re¬ 
quire less space and are easier to maintain. Even 
though the trees are much smaller, they bear full-size 
fruit just as a standard tree, but not as much. One 
outstanding feature is they begin to bear fruit when 
only 2 or 3 years old. Mature height is 8 to 10 feet. 

Moorpark   

Early Golden   

PEARS No. 

Keiffer   

Bartlett   

Damson   

Burbank   

CHERRIES No. 

North Star   

Montmorency   

 Total No. of Dwarf Trees. 

Name  

Add ress  

City   

State  Zip  
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Roger C. Lentz, seated right, has been 
reelected president of the board of 
directors of Southern Illinois Power 
Co-operative. Archie Hamilton, seated 
center, was reelected vice president, 
and Guy Casper, Jr., seated left, was 

'ected secretary-treasurer. Standing 
are, from left, SI PC Genera! Manager 
James R. Chapman and Charles D. 
Winter, attorney. 

our economic situation we are able to 
provide sound maintenance and capital 
improvements which will provide 
members with a reliable source of 
energy,” he added. 

During the meeting, four represen¬ 
tatives of each of the three member- 
cooperatives were elected to the board 
of directors. They are: Bill Cadle of 
Marion, Guy Casper, Jr. of Belknap, 
Harold I. Dycus of Carbondale, Archie 
Hamilton of Ava, James D. Holloway 
of Steeleville, Roger C. Lentz of 
Eldorado, Timothy W. Reeves of 
Dongola, Dale A. Smith of Cutler, 
Orrie V. Spivey of Elizabethtown, 
Milo F. Thurston of Pulaski, Robert 
Tiberend of Benton, and Robert Ury 
of Jonesboro. 

Following the members’ meeting, 
the board met in a reorganizational 
session and reelected Lentz as pres¬ 
ident and Hamilton as vice president. 
Casper was elected secretary-treasurer. 

The three distribution cooperatives 
which make up SIPC are Egyptian 
Electric Cooperative Association, 
Steeleville; Southeastern Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative, Inc., Eldorado; and 
Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative, 
Dongola. The three serve approx¬ 
imately 37,000 meters in a 19-county 
area. 

End the Pain and 
Misery of Tired 

Aching Feet 
No matter how long you’ve 
suffered — be it three 
months, or 30 years. No 
matter what your problems 
are—corns, calluses, pain in 
the balls of your feet, burn¬ 
ing nerve endings, painful 
ankles, old injuries, back¬ 
aches, or just plain sore ach¬ 
ing feet. 

When you slip a pair of 
Feathersprings® into your shoes 
your pain will vanish almost in¬ 
stantly. You’ll be able to stand, 
walk, dance, even run in miracu¬ 
lous total comfort! 

What are Feathersprings? 
Well, they’re a revolutionary foot 
support unlike anything you’ve ever 
seen before. Each pair is custom 
hand-formed and made for your feet 
alone. 

with every step you take, that if they 
don’t work for you . . . we’ll refund 
your money in full with no questions 
asked. 
Don’t needlessly suffer pain and dis¬ 
comfort for another day. If your feet 
are killing you, Feathersprings will 
bring you relief. Write us for more 
detailed information. There is no ob¬ 
ligation. No salesman will call. Just 
fill out and mail this coupon. 
Remember, you have nothing to lose 
but your pain. 

How do Feathersprings work? 
Unlike conventional, mass-produced 
devices, they actually imitate the 
youthful, elastic support Nature in¬ 
tends your feet to have. 

What do Feathersprings 
look like? 
They’re all but invis- 
ible. Men and 
women can even 
wear them with 
open-backed sandals. 
And because you can 
change them from one 
pair of shoes to 
another, one pair is all 
you’ll ever need. 

How many people have 
F eathersprings 
actually helped? 
As of today, over 
2,250,000 people of all ages with all 
types of foot, leg and back problems, 
are enjoying blessed relief they never 
thought possible. 

What people have to say 
about Feathersprings ... 

"Received my wife’s Feathersprings two 
days ago. They are super-neither of us can 

believe the results. She has 
had terrible feet for years; 
already no pain. Inciden¬ 
tally, her sore knee is better 
... As a retired physician, 
this result is amazing." 

Dr C.O.C., 
Tucson, Arizona 

"/ was extremely skeptical when I placed my 
order, and was expecting to 
be disappointed. Much to 
my surprise, / found al¬ 
most immediate relieffrom 
knee and leg pains and 
corns on my right foot 
which were a source of con¬ 
tinuing pain and irritation 
have ceased to trouble me.” 

J.C.J. Meridian, Miss. 

... "At the present time I still wear the 
Feathersprings and indeed they perform 
well after seven years of use.” 

G.M.G., Dallas, Texas 

'Posed by professional models. 

© 1982 Featherspring International Corp 
13100 Stone Avenue. North, Seattle, Washington 98133 

How do I know Feathersprings 
will help me? 
We are so certain that Featherspring 
Foot Supports will bring you relief 

FEATHERSPRING INTERNATIONAL CORPORATION 
13100 Stone Avenue North, Dept. IR052 
Seattle, Washington 98133 
YES! I want to learn more about Flexible Feath¬ 
erspring Foot Supports. Please send me your 
tree brochure. I will watch for the large F*INK 
envelope. I understand that there is no obliga¬ 
tion and that no salesman will call. 

Print Name 

Address 

City State Zip 

When in Seattle visit the Featherspring Building 

I 
I 

I 
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Bob Kendrick, Chris Parker essay winners 

n Mi-iF -» 

numm 

'1 ifi£ 

s 
Left to right: Bob Kendrick, University High School sophomore, K. Eugene 
Dressier, President of Board of Directors of Corn Belt Electric Cooperative, and 
Chris Parker, Octavia High School junior. Bob and Chris, as co-winners, will go 
to Washington, D.C. June 11-18, 1982. 

Co-winners of the 23rd Annual 
Essay contest of Corn Belt Electric 
Cooperative “Youth to Washington” 
contest were announced Thursday, 
April 15, at Bob Johnson’s Restaurant 
in Bloomington. They are Bob Ken¬ 
drick, son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Ken¬ 
drick, and Chris Parker, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Bob Verdun. Bob is a sophomore 
at University High School in Normal, 
and Chris is a junior at Octavia High 
School in Colfax. 

Selection of the two winners was 
made from among ten high school 
finalists. Participants were from Lex¬ 
ington High School, Octavia High 
School and University High School. 
Students submitted essays detailing 
their views on “What are the Alterna¬ 
tives to Electricity?” The judges had a 
difficult decision as all who entered 
the contest displayed fine ability, 
indicating considerable study, research 
and preparation was devoted to the 
topic. Parents and teachers were con¬ 
gratulated for their support of this 
program. 

“It is a privilege to send these out¬ 
standing young students to our 
nation’s capital. This tour is one of the 
finest tours of Washington, D.C. and 
I am sure it will be memorable, as well 
as an outstanding educational 
experience,” Manager Jeff Reeves told 
the students. 

Bob and Chris will join approxi¬ 
mately 60 other high school students 
representing 18 cooperatives through¬ 
out Illinois in Springfield on Friday, 
June 11. They will travel aboard air- 
conditioned buses for the all-expense- 
paid trip to Washington and will return 
on June 18. 

During the week in Washington, the 
Illinois participants will join with 
nearly 1,000 other students from 26 
states and foreign countries and will be 
participating in Rural Electric Youth 
Week activities sponsored by the 
National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association. Their activities and tours 
will include the battlefield at Gettys¬ 
burg; the U.S. Capitol and meetings 
with Illinois Senators and Representa¬ 

tives; the Library of Congress; Arling¬ 
ton National Cemetery; the Smithson¬ 
ian Institution; and many other 
national shrines. In addition, the high¬ 
light of the trip, they will be special 
guests at the White House. 

The panel of judges who made the 
final selection indicated that the 
quality of essays this year was above 
average and were very impressed. The 
contest judges were Dr. Maurice 
Scharton, Director of the Illinois State 
University Writing Center, Normal; 
Garrett Smith, Director of Member 
and Public Relations, Eastern Illinois 
Power Cooperative, Paxton; and Mike 
Stanton, Director of Television for 
Illinois Agricultural Association (IAA) 
of Bloomington. 

Summer rates begin May 20 
All members billed on Rate 1 — Residential and 

Farm Service — will be charged the summer rate for current 
used between May 20th and September 19th. The cost per 
kilowatt-hour is 5.93 cents, plus wholesale purchased power 
cost adjustment, the regular five-percent Illinois Public 
Utilities Revenue Tax, and the standard facilities charge. 
Owner-consumers in the town of Normal also pay a five- 
percent municipal tax and residents of the city of 
Bloomington an additional two-percent municipal tax. 
Please use your electric power wisely. 

Our WATS 
line number 

Our toll-free WATS line number — another added 
service. During normal business hours, Monday through 
Friday — 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., local calls will continue to use 
662-5 330 and toll calls will use 1-800-322-6541, regardless 
of area code. After normal business hours, or weekends and 
holidays, if you experience a power outage, all members 
will call the toll free number 1-800-322-6541. 
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Corn Belt 
area students 

join in 
'Youth Day' 

activities 

Left to right, front row: Karl Storm, sophomore at University High; Rachel 
Stockle, junior at Octavia High; Sarah Bushnell, sophomore at University High; 
Kim Leake, junior at Lexington High; and Randy Jacobs, junior at Lexington 
High. Left to right, back row: Bob Kendrick, sophomore at Univerisity High; 
Chris Parker, junior at Octavia High; John Wiederhirn, sophomore at University 
High; Tom Jacob, sophomore at University High; and Tom Morrison, junior at 
Lexington High. These students were the 10 finalists in the essay competition. 

Ten area high school sophomores 
and juniors were among 150 students 
participating in the special “Illinois 
Rural Electric Youth Day” activities 
in Springfield on April 20, sponsored 
in part by Corn Belt Electric Coopera¬ 
tive of Bloomington. 

Illinois Governor James R. Thomp¬ 
son proclaimed Tuesday, April 20, 
1982 as “Illinois Rural Electric Youth 
Day” to honor these students from 
throughout the State who are finalists 
in the annual “Youth to Washington” 
tour contest sponsored by the Electric 
Cooperatives of Illinois. 

In signing the Executive Proclama¬ 
tion designating the day as “Illinois 
Rural Electric Youth Day,” the 
Governor expressed keen interest in 
these young people who are concerned 
with the future development and wel¬ 
fare of Illinois. The essays this year 
dealt with the development and use of 
energy resources and the role of the 

electric cooperatives as energy 

suppliers in Illinois. 
Corn Belt Electric Cooperative’s 

group joined other high school 
students representing 14 other electric 
cooperatives from throughout Illinois 
in Springfield. Activities during the 
day included visits with area legisla¬ 
tors, a tour of the State Capitol, a 
luncheon, guest speaker, tours of the 
Old State Capitol and Lincoln Shrines 

and a special tour of the Executive 
Mansion. 

Your cooperative salutes all who 
participated in this year’s Essay Con¬ 
test as they are all winners in the eyes 
of the Cooperative. Although it is only 
May, plans are already being made for 
next year’s contest. Maybe you’ll be 
one of our finalists with a change to 
go to Washington, D. C. in 1983 ! 

Weather 
doesn’t 

slow system 
maintenance 

As you can see by the picture, 
maintenance of lines is an ongiong 

process, even in unusual Spring 
weather. This particular problem is 
located on Market Street Road where 
it crosses the Mackinaw River, approx¬ 
imately four miles north of Hopedale. 
The line leaning is the existing three- 
phase line across the Mackinaw River 
and is a potential problem. The banks 
of the river continually wash away, 

weakening the existing line. To rectify 
this problem, a stronger structure has 
been installed on either side of the 
river to eliminate future problems. The 
ground had to be frozen to allow the 
construction crews to perform their 
work. Maintenance of your Coopera¬ 
tive system is important; each year 
improvements such as these are made 
to increase system reliability and 
provide you with dependable service. 

Call us 
before digging 
Spring is upon us and for many of 

us it is time for starting many outdoor 
projects. Your Cooperative reminds 
you to call us at least 24 hours before 
you plan to dig in order that we may 
be able to locate underground cable 
that may cause a problem. 

We are not part of J.U.L.I.E., which 
stand for Joint Utility Location and 
Excavating. This is a statewide pro¬ 
gram used by the major utilities. 

Please call the office for cable loca¬ 
tion during normal office hours. One 
phone call may not only prevent 
service interruption but more impor¬ 
tantly may save a life. 

Remember — if in doubt call your 
Cooperative for cable location. As the 
old saying goes, “Let’s be safe — rather 
than sorry.” 
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Old favorites 
with 

new flavors 
HAWAIIAN BEEF LOAVES 

1 envelope brown gravy mix 
Vi cup milk 
1 teaspoon instant minced onion 
2 slightly beaten eggs 
1 tablespoon snipped parsley 
2 teaspoons soy sauce 

1/2 teaspoon salt 

Dash of pepper 
1 cup soft bread crumbs 

(I’/i slices bread) 
2 lbs. ground beef 
1 16 oz. can sweet-sour sauce 

Hot cooked rice 

In large mixing bowl, blend gravy mix and milk. Add instant 
minced onion,- let stand a few minutes. Add eggs, parsley, soy, 
salt, and pepper,- stir in bread crumbs. Add ground beef,- mix well. 
Shape into two loaves,- place in shallow baking pan. Bake at 350 
degrees for 50 minutes. Spoon off excess fat. Pour a little sweet- 
sour sauce over loaves. Return to oven for 15 minutes. Heat re¬ 
maining sauce to pass,- serve with rice. Makes 8 servings. 

SALMON PUFFS 
1 can pink salmon 1 small onion, diced 
1 teaspoon baking powder Salt to taste 

Bread crumbs Pepper to taste 
1 egg, slightly beaten 

Flake salmon, reserve juice and add bread crumbs, beaten egg, 
onion, salt and pepper. Add baking powder to salmon juice, mix. 
Stir into above mixture. Spoon drops into hot deep fat. Fry until 
golden brown. These are very light and airy. 

MACARONI AND CHEESE 
1 pkg. (8-oz.) macaroni 

14 cup chopped onion 
V* cup chopped pimiento 

1 lb. grated hoop cheese 
3A cup milk or cream 

1 can (lOViz-oz.) cream of mushroom 
soup 

Salt and pepper 
Vi cup cracker crumbs 

Cook macaroni according to package directions. Mix macaroni, 
onion, pimiento, grated cheese (reserve !4 cup cheese for topping), 
milk, and mushroom soup together. Season with salt and pepper. 
Pour into greased casserole. Sprinkle reserved cheese and cracker 
crumbs on top. Bake at 350 degrees 40 to 50 minutes. Serves 6. 

ORANGE FRUIT MOLD 
1 pkg. (3 oz.) Jello, orange or 1 tablespoon lemon juice 
orange-pineapple 1/2 cup orange sections 

1 cup boiling water 1 medium banana, sliced 
1 cup cold water 4 dates, sliced lengthwise 

Dissolve gelatin in boiling water. Add cold water and lemon juice. 
Chill until slightly thickened. Fold in fruits. Pour into individual 
molds. Chill until firm. Unmold. For salad, serve on crisp greens 
with mayonnaise. For dessert, serve with a dessert topping. Serves 6. 

YEAST ROLLS 
2 cups warm water 2 teaspoons salt 
3 pkgs. yeast 1 egg beaten 

2/3 cup powdered milk plus 1 tablespoon 6 tablespoons butter not hot, 
4V2 tablespoons sugar just warm or cool 
51/2 cups flour 

Put warm water not too warm in mixing bowl. Add yeast, mix until 
dissolved. Mix milk, sugar, salt together and add to your liquid. 
Mix until dissolved. Add egg then butter, mixing all the time you 
are adding your egg and butter. Then add flour, mix best you can. 
If you can't mix well enough with a mixer, put on floured board 
and knead about 3 minutes. Put dough in buttered bowl, turn over 
and cover. Let it double in size. Now dump dough on buttered sur¬ 
face and turn over to smooth side of your dough which was the top 
side in the bowl. Pinch rolls . . . easy, don't do anything to dough, 
but pinch off rolls, butter the top of your rolls. Now let them double 
in size again. Bake at 375 degrees 20 minutes or until good and 
brown. Butter tops with melted butter. 

COFFEE CAKE 
1 cup pecans 1 stick butter or oleo 
1 pkg. frozen rolls (24) 1/2 cup brown sugar 
1 pkg. instant butterscotch 4 tablespoons cinnamon 

pudding mix 

Grease bundt pan with Pam. Layer in bundt pan as listed. Let rise 
covered on counter top overnight. Bake at 350 degrees for 25 
minutes. Serve warm. 

SPRING TEA 
6 regular tea bags 1 small can frozen lemonade 
4 cups water (thawed) 
1 cup sugar 
1 small can frozen limeade 

(thawed) 
Boil water and pour over tea bags. Allow to cool. Remove tea 
bags and dissolve sugar in tea. Add lemonade, limeade and 
enough water to make one gallon. 

AUSTRIAN CHOCOLATE BALLS 
IV2 oz. unsweetened chocolate V2 teaspoon vanilla 
Vs cup margarine IVb cups flour 

1 cup sugar Vi cup finely chopped nuts 
1 egg plus 1 yolk 

Melt together chocolate and margarine over low heat. Add sugar, 
egg and vanilla. Mix well. Add remaining ingredients and shape 
dough into %-inch balls. Bake on ungreased sheet 8 to 12 minutes 
at 350 degrees. 
GLAZE: 

1 oz. unsweetened chocolate 1 cup powdered sugar 
1 tablespoon margarine 2 to 3 tablespoons milk 

Vi teaspoon vanilla 

Melt ingredients together and make thin enough to dip top of 
cookies in. 

2 cups flour 
2 cups sugar 
2 eggs 

Vi cup butter 
Vi teaspoon salt 

DUMP CAKE 
1 teaspoon soda 
1 tablespoon cinnamon 
1 teaspoon vanilla 
1 cup nuts 
1 can comstock pie filling 

Just dump it all in a pan and stir. Put in oblong greased and 
floured pan. Bake at 350 degrees for 1 hour or until done. You 
can serve with whipped topping. 

ICING FOR DUMP CAKE 
3/4 box of powdered sugar 1 cube oleo, softened 

3 oz. softened cream cheese 1 teaspoon vanilla 

Combine together. Spread on Dump Cake. 

FRENCH LEMON PIE 
4 eggs Vs cup lemon juice 
1 cup light corn syrup Vi cup sugar 
1 teaspoon grated lemon peel 2 tablespoons all-purpose flour 
2 tablespoons butter or margarine, 1 unbaked 4-inch pastry shell 
melted Vi cup whipping cream 

In medium bowl, beat eggs well,- add corn syrup, lemon peel, lemon 
juice, and melted butter. Combine sugar and flour,- stir into egg 
mixture. Pour into unbaked pastry shell and bake at 350 degrees 
for 50 minutes. Chill. To serve, spoon whipping cream onto pie. 

WATERGATE CAKE 
1 pkg. White Cake Mix 1 cup nuts (chopped) 
1 pkg. Pistachio pudding mix 1 cup coconut 
3A cup oil 1 cup 7-Up 
3 eggs (whole) 

Mix well and bake in greased pan at 350 degrees for 30-35 minutes. 
Let cool before icing. 
ICING 

2 pkgs. Dreamwhip IV2 cups cold milk 
1 pkg. Pistachio Pudding mix . 

Beat all together at high speed until thick enough to spread. 
Sprinkle cake with chopped nuts. 

STRAWBERRY SOUR CREAM PIE 
9-inch baked pie shell 1 Vi teaspoons vanilla extract 

3h cup sugar 3A cup dairy sour cream 
3h cup all purpose flour 1 cup sliced fresh strawberries 
V4 teaspoon salt V* teaspoon cream of tartar 

2 cups milk Vi cup sugar 
4 eggs, separated 

Combine % cup sugar, flour and salt in a 2-quart saucepan. Grad¬ 
ually stir in milk until smooth. Cook over medium heat, stirring 
constantly, until thickened and mixture comes to a boil. Boil and 
stir 1 minute. Remove from heat and stir a small amount of hot 
mixture into egg yolks,- return all to saucepan. Cook over low 
heat until thickened, about 2 minutes. Do not boil. Remove from 
heat and stir in vanilla. Gently fold in sour cream, a small amount 
at a time. Cover and cool to lukewarm. Meanwhile, line bottom of 
pie shell with strawberries. Spoon filling over strawberries. Pre¬ 
heat oven to 350 degrees. Beat egg whites and cream of tartar 
until frothy. Gradually add Vi cup sugar and continue beating 
until stiff peaks form. Spread meringue over filling, making sure 
that meringue covers filling completely and is sealed to crust. Bake 
until lightly browned, about 5 minutes. Remove from oven and 
chill 3 to 4 hours before serving. 

14 LLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS 



UNWOVEN COTTON OR RAYON - Assorted beautiful Pastel Colors 
BRAND NEW - NOT Seconds - 40 Towels for $1.75 or 80 for only 
$3.35. 120 just $4.95. Super Quality. Pis. include 50t extra for pstg. 
and tiding, with EACH set of 40 Towels you buy. We know Towels — 
we've sold 70.000.000 already Fund Raisers write for quantity 
prices. Money-Back Guarantee No C O.O s. Pis. allow up to 6 wks. 
tor delivery^ _ _ Dept B 756 

St.Louis, MO 40 TOWEL CO. 

WEEDS FAST AGCO TILLER - POWER HOE .. . TILLS DEEP ... WEEDS FAST AGCO TILLER - POWER HOE ... TILLS DEEP. 

BEFORE 

AFTER 

"After costly treatment failed, this skin disease was 

believed incurable. At this point, HAPPY JACK 

MANGE MEDICINE was used with dramatic 

success! Also, HAPPY JACK DURACIDE dip: 
recognized safe & effective by U.S. EPA against 

fleas, ticks & mange. Contains NO Lindane! At 
farm, feed & drugstores." To request free catalog, 
wr'te: Happy Jack, Inc., Dept. IL., 

Snow Hill, NC 28580  

Protecting 
a valuable 
asset 
You've insured your house, your car . . . 
probably eyen your stereo and television 
set. But, did you ever stop to think about 
your most valuable asset? You depend 
on good health in order to work and 
bring home your family's income. Isn't that 
an asset also worth protecting? 

The financial security and all the things 
you've worked so hard for can be lost when 
an unexpected sickness or injury strikes. Think 
about it. If you were struck by a heart attack (or some other serious illness or 
accident), could you pay your medical bills and still manage to make ends meet 
without your income? 

Thats why most Illinois Rural Electric Co-operatives and Telephone Co¬ 

operatives participate in Mutual of Omaha Association Group plans. 

Besides providing members with important protection, these plans can now be 
purchased at ASSOCIATION GROUP RATES. 

Disability Income Protection — Can pay you a regular monthly check when a 
covered accident or illness keeps you from working. 

Hospital Coverage — Helps you meet today's ever-rising costs of medical care. 

Cancer Cost Supplement — Supplies extra coverage to help you afford the 
expensive cost of cancer treatment. 

Mutual Care — "Easy-to-read'' coverage that works with Medicare to provide 
security to those 65 and over. 

Major Medical Protection — Can help cover medical expenses, even if a cata¬ 
strophic illness strikes. 

Life Insurance is also available, both as term and permanent insurance (cash 

value) from our affiliate. United of Omaha. 

So, if you and your co-operative are not 

enrolled in these plans, let one of our 

representatives fill you in on the details. 

For more information, write: 

Hugh R. McAteer 
Box 2277 

Maryland Heights, MO 63043 

Or call collect (314) 434-7230 

Mutual 
^Omahfl 

Ppoplp you can count on... 

Life Insurance Affiliate: 

United of Omaha 
MUTUAL OF OMAHA INSURANCE COMPANY 

HOME OFFICE: OMAHA, NEBRASKA 
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Compressed air energy storage 
Soyland Power Cooperative, Inc., an electric power gen¬ 

eration and transmission cooperative based in Decatur, of 
which your electric cooperative is a part owner, is investi¬ 
gating the possibility of constructing a 220-MW Compressed 
Air Energy Storage (CAES) power plant. A concept not yet 
used commercially in the United States, CAES uses 
modified combustion-turbine technology to produce elec¬ 
tricity from about one-third the fuel required by conven¬ 
tional combustion-turbine systems. 

A Compressed Air Energy Storage (CAES) system could 
store energy built up from off-peak demand time for later 
use by electric utilities. It would employ modified state-of- 
the-art gas turbines and underground reservoirs/aquifers, 
salt cavities, or mined hard rock caverns. 

Soyland would use a water-compensated hard rock 
cavern. The compressor and turbine sections of the gas tur¬ 
bine would be alternately coupled to a motor and generator 
for operation during different time periods. 

During nighttime and weekend off-peak periods, nuclear 
and coal-fired base-load plants would supply power to the 
CAES plant to compress air, which would then be stored 
in the underground reservoirs. 

During the subsequent daytime peak load periods, the 
compressed air would be withdrawn from storage, mixed 
with fuel, burned and expanded through the turbines to 
generate peak power. 

Because the turbine is not required to drive a com¬ 
pressor, this concept reduces peaking plant consumption of 
petroleum fuel by more than 60 percent. Some advanced 
CAES concepts under investigation do not require any 
petroleum fuels at all. 

Use and care of dehumidifers 
1. If manual emptying of water is a 

frequent event, consider a permanent 
drain that will do it automatically. 

2. KEEP DEHUMIDIFIER on an 
essentially level surface so drainage 
functions properly. 

3. Locate unit so it will not be 

Budget billing 
Even though it’s June, it’s not too 

soon to start planning for winter. If 
you would like to equalize your winter 
bills, now is the time to do it. Corn 
Belt Electric’s budget billing 
commences August 1, and is only 
available for total electric heated 
homes. Contact the Member Services 
Department for all the details. 

resting in a puddle or damp spot — or 
where one is likely to accumulate. 

4. POSITION THE ELECTRIC 
cord where it won’t be walked on or 
damaged by objects dragged or rolled 
over it. 

5. Avoid blocking air inlet or outlet 

to allow dehumidifier to function 
freely. 
6. ALWAYS UNPLUG the unit 

before removing cabinet — and replace 
cabinet before operating, to prevent 
contact with rotating fan blades or 
electric parts. 

POWER OUTAGE CALL 
1-800-322-6541 

after 4:30 P.M. Daily 
or on weekends or holidays 
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Why is my 
power off? 

The weekend of May 8 and 9 found 
many members experiencing power 
outages. It is hard to comprehend that 
on a nice, sunny weekend with mild 
temperatures, your electric power is 
off. On this Mother’s Day weekend it 
caused many inconveniences. 

Equipment failure Saturday, May 8, 
was the culprit. The transmission line, 
which is owned and operated by 
Illinois Power Company, and serves 
Corn Belt Electric’s Lexington, Holder 
and Saybrook substations, had prob¬ 
lems. Why it had to occur this particu¬ 
lar day is unknown. It was windy, but 
not to the extreme nature that we 
have had before in this area. I.P.C. 
repairmen found a damaged piece of 
material that caused the wire to float 
freely, thereby whenever a strong 
enough gust of wind existed, the wire 
came into contact with other wires 
which caused the outage. 

From approximately 3:15 p.m. to 

9:45 p.m., a total of 1,676 members 
were out of power for various lengths 
of time. Cooperative linemen patrolled 
and checked our equipment three 
times to make sure the problem was 
not ours. 

Sunday, May 9, the Lilly area 
experienced problems from 7:45 p.m. 
to 9:05 p.m. This outage affected 300 
members. Cause of outage on a nice 
sunny warm evening — a bird flew into 
a protective fusing device and caused 
the fuses to activate. This has occurred 
before as birds attempt and succeed in 
building nests in the steel located in 
the substation. It is uncommon as 
opposed to the norm for this to cause 
the whole substation to be put out of 
service. 

The 1-800-322-6541 line was very 
busy and many of you received a busy 
signal and were unable to reach the 
staff member on duty for an explana¬ 
tion. You are reminded that when a 
major outage has occurred your Coop¬ 
erative uses Radio Station WJBC 1230 
AM on your radio dial. As information 
is received by your Cooperative, as to 
the nature and expected time that 
power will be restored, WJBC will be 
notified. They and other area radio 

stations have been extremely helpful 
in the past in communicating infor¬ 
mation to a large number of our mem¬ 
bers. Please try to use them whenever 
possible. 

Your Cooperative hopes you had a 
nice Mother’s Day and we apologize 
for all inconveniences that were caused 
due to the power outage. Next time 
you ask, “Why is my power off?” be 
assured that everything possible is 
being done to restore power to you in 
the safest and quickest manner. 

Call us 
before digging 
Your Cooperative reminds you to 

call, during regular office hours, at 
least 24 hours before you plan to dig 
so we can locate underground cable. 
We are not part of J.U.L.I.E. (Joint 
Utility Location and Excavating). 

Remember — if in doubt call your 
Cooperative for cable location. As the 
old saying goes, “Let’s be safe — rather 
than sorry.” 

Help 
Lighten 
Our Load 

You can do something 
about higher electric costs 
by limiting the use of your 
air conditioner on hot 
summer days. It will help 
your Electric Cooperative 
reduce its peak load at 
times when electricity use 
is highest (6-9 am and 
4 8 pm) and save you 
money on your electric 
bill. 

Your Electric Cooperative must provide adequate electrical capacity to meet 
energy demands when electric use hits a peak. As peaks get higher, more power 
plants are needed to generate enough electricity to meet this expensive peak 
demand required by consumers. On the hottest days when everyone turns on 
their air conditioners, you can help your Electric Cooperative control its peak 
demand by turning your thermostat to a warmer setting. 

Shifting electric energy use to off-peak periods helps make the most efficient 
use of existing generating capacity, delays the need for more power, plants and 
helps limit future rate increases. Help your Electric Cooperative control summer 
peaks—and save money on your electric bill, too. 

CORN BELT 
ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC. 
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Let Our Vibra- 
Massage Do The Work 
While You Just 
Sit Back And Relax! 

nSK 
RBUM®' 

WAS !29r9T 
NOW ONLY 

No More Strenuous Exercise, No More 
Dreary, Drab Diets! 

Here’s the miraculous new way to tone up flabby 
muscles, and firm up a flabby figure that all the 
women are raving about! It’s like having a 
professional Swedish masseur at your beck and 
call—for a relaxing rub down, or a figure-firming 
massage. 
The Vibra-Massage works electronically to tone 

your body, take care of troublesome bumps and 
bulges, dissolve away Cellulite, and whip you 
back into shape. And all you do is lie back and 
enjoy! 

2,000 Vibrations Per Minute 
Simply slip the adjustable Vibra-Massage 

around your waist, buttocks, hips or thighs...turn 
it on...and let it go to work. Dozens of suction-cup 
“fingers” knead and massage just where you want 
them. Set it on “high” and 2,000 vibrations per 
minute stimulate circulation, tone up flabby 
muscles, and massage away excess fat and fluid 
to trim your figure fast 

Or, turn it on “low” for a gentle, relaxing 
massage that eases away tension and strain, 
relieving aches and pains, and soothing away the 
cares of a tiresome day. 

Like the Expensive Figure-Salon Models 
The Vibra-Massage is beautifully made with a 

45” adjustable belt, and an extra-long 66" power 
cord. It’s just like the expensive, professional 
units used in the expensive figure salons Park 
Avenue socialites and Hollywood movie stars go 
to for help with their figures. Yet it’s available to 
you now—direct-to-your-home-by-mail—for just 
$19.99, on our money-back guarantee of 
satisfaction. Send for yours today. 

30-DAY ^ONEY^BAcifrG^JARAtrrEErU^^U^^ 
You must be thrilled with the way Vibra-Massage tones up flab 
and firms up your figure, or return it anytime within 30 days for 
prompt refund of purchase price (except shipping and handling). 

it on 
waist, 
hips, thighs 
or buttocks 
to massage 
away 
unsightly 
lumps and 
bulges, and 
firm up your§ 
figure fast! | 

WAlJfju 
HILL 

WALNUT HILL COMPANY 
Dept. R1E204 

65-19th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11232 
Please send me Vibrating Belt(s). 
□ One Belt for just $19.99 plus $3.75 shipping & handling. 

n QAV/P nm Two Belts for just $34.99 plus $5.85 u »«vc 3>o.uu. shjpping & handling. 

(Sorry, no C.O.D. s). 
Or use your credit card □ MasterCard □ Visa 

Exp. 
Card # Date 

Print Name 

Address   

City   

State   
eWalnut Hill Company 1980 
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From far left: Ken uses a 

vintage Allis-Chalmers tractor 

to cultivate. A picker in the 

field. A handful of fine 

berries. 

40 BRAND NEW 

TOWELS SP! 
UNWOVEN COTTON OR RAYON - Assorted beautiful Pastel Colors. 
BRAND NEW - NOT Seconds - 40 Towels for $1.75 or 80 for only 
$3.35. 120 just $4.95. Super Quality. Pis. include 50! extra tor pstg. 
and hdlng. with EACH set of 40 Towels you buy. We know Towels — 
we've sold 70.000.000 already. Fund Raisers write for quantity 
prices. Money-Back Guarantee. No C.O.D.'s. Pis. allow up to 6 wks. 
for delivery. 

40 TOWEL CO. Dept. B-757 
1602 Locust St. St. Louis MO 63103 

Century 
Steel Buildings 

CALL TOLL-FREE 
1-800-874-3830 

Florida Dial 1-800-342-6301 

26 Gauge Steel 30 x 40 x 12 $3392. 
Open Span 40 x 25 x 14 $2964. 

I Beam Construction 48 x 72 x 15 $7563. 
Accessories Extra   

BONDED DELIVERY 

mnirr rrm, 

...I ■ X. u rjn ■ 
ALL STEEL - Other 30 x 48 x 12 $3944. 
Sizes Available 40 x 48 x 14 $5319. 
Limited Quantities 50 x 81 x 16 $9574. 

72Z8 
F O B FACTORY — 

LOCAL ZONING MAY AFFECT PRICES 

WRITE CENTURY STEEL BUILDINGS. INC. 
2258 Riverside Ave Jacksonville, FL 32204 

JName - 

™ B Address  

■City  

^Telephone- 

.State. 

Now... 
A Custom Designed 

Home To Meet 
Your Every Need... 

from IBC Homes 
IBC Custom Built Homes are superior quality 
pre-engineered homes with a long list of features: 
• Choose from Dozens of Existing IBC Designs, or Use 
Your Own Plan 
• Pre-cut Panelized Building System for Superior Quality 
and Greater Economy 
• IBC Guarantees a Completed Home, Not Just a 
Materials List 
• Any Style. . .Complete or Finish Yourself. . .From 
$40,000 and Gp 
• Completely Warranted, IBC Has Been Providing 
Quality Homes Since 1949 

Get Started Now on a Comfortable Custom 
Designed Home. For Complete Information, 
Contact: 

IBC Homes 
P.O. Box 460 
Charleston, IL 61920 
Phone: 217/235-3151 
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Senator Percy’s letter 
Your Cooperative received the following letter from Senator Percy. We apolo¬ 

gize for being unable to pass it on to you any sooner. We hope in sharing this 
with all our member-owners that you may gain an insight into how Senator 
Percy supports the rural electrification program and Com Belt Electric Coop¬ 
erative Inc. 

May 18, 1982 

Dear Friend: 

Earlier this month, I had the distinct pleasure of meeting here in Washington 
with a large group of our fellow Illinoisans representing the Electric Cooperatives 
of Illinois and their Associated Organizations. I always look forward to this 
meeting every year — held to coincide with the annual meeting of the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association — to see old friends and meet new ones. 

As you know, the Electric Cooperatives of Illinois represent more than 30 
member utilities and some 600,000 customers, and has been instrumental 
in persuading members of Congress that the R.E.A. is vital to keeping rural 
America plugged into the rest of America. Without your organization, in fact, 
those of us who are sensitive to the needs of rural Americas may not have been 
able to win our battles for maintaining basic services. 

Our meeting this year came on the heels of an announcement by several 
ultra right-wing political organizations that they were targeting REA for elim¬ 
ination. I want to give you the same assurance that I gave your representatives 
in our meeting. Under no circumstances will such a proposal ever be enacted. 
I will oppose at every step those who would mislead and misjudge the contri¬ 
butions of REA. 

I fully support balancing the Federal budget and reducing our budget deficits. 
In fact, reducing Federal deficits and getting interest rates down are the biggest 
responsibilities the Federal government faces this year. I have supported reduc¬ 
ing government programs that do not deliver what they are supposed to and 
cost taxpayers too much. But there is no excuse for crippling the REA. It 
does neither. We need to scrutinize the possible savings in the hundreds of 
programs that spend more than REA and deliver far less. 

I was happy to see that last week the Senate Budget Committee endorsed for 
Fiscal Year 1983 a plan that maintains Rural Electrification Administration 
lending authority at current levels. You have my pledge that I will actively 

support this level of funding. 
The REA is strong because it works. It provides consumers in Illinois with 

reliable telephone and electric service at affordable prices. It is something that 
America — and especially you — can be proud of, for it is one of the most 
successful rural programs in the world. 

Sincerely, 

Charles H. Percy 
United States Senator 

Corn Belt 
Comments 

Have you ever wondered how many 
kilowatt-hours it takes to run certain 
appliances? Your Cooperative has a 
limited number of meters that can be 
wired to measure what a certain appli¬ 
ance consumes in energy over a period 
of time. If you are interested and 
would like more information about 
this service, please contact Jerry Dur- 
flinger, Manager of Member Services, 
for full details. 
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Testing of poles 

to continue 

this summer 
This summer, as in the past, 

approximately 3,000 poles are being 
inspected and treated. This inspection 
program is conducted by two three- 
man crews throughout the system. 

The pole test program was begun to 
ensure service reliability to members, 
and in conjunction with the Coop¬ 
erative’s Safety Program helps to 
prevent lineman injuries resulting 

from climbing decayed poles. The 
membership benefits additionally by 
having maintenance work scheduled 
and performed rather than done 
during a storm in the early morning 
hours. This cost-effective program 
saves money by increasing pole life, 
reducing losses through a regular 

maintenance program and helping to n 
prevent injury to our employees. 

The Osmose Company from 
Buffalo, New York, will be testing 
over 3,000 poles this summer. This is 
just one of many on-going main¬ 
tenance programs that benefit the 
members. As always, if there are any 
questions concerning this program 
or any other information you may 
require don’t hesitate to call 
1-800-322-6541 or write P. O. Box 
816. 

Crop drying 
reminder 

If you are planning to install a new 
crop dryer or increase your existing 
drying facility by upgrading existing 
motor sizes don’t forget to check 
with the Engineering Services 
Department before you buy. 

Many times what some members 
perceive as a small addition can lead to 
changing out poles, transformer, and 
wire to meet your drying require¬ 
ments. Occasionally it may require 
rebuilding a line from single phase to 
three phase. An improvement of this 
nature takes a considerable amount of 
time to engineer and then to 
construct. 

Proper planning by you can 
eliminate last-minute problems. Our 
Engineering Services Department is 
ready to assist in any changes in 
your service, be it crop drying or any 
other type of installation. 

Budget billing deadline 
On August 1, Corn Belt Electric 

Cooperative’s budget billing com¬ 
mences. This is only available for 
TOTAL ELECTRIC HEATED 
HOMES. If you would like to equalize 
your winter bills now is the time to do 
it. Contact the Member Services 
Department for all details. 

McLean county fair 
This year’s McLean County Fair 

will be July 27 through 31. Corn Belt 
Electric will have a booth displaying 
items of interest to inform our mem¬ 
bers of Cooperative activities, as well 
as electrical materials of interest. Stop 
by and say “hello.” See you at the 
fair! 

Help 
Lighten 
Our Load 

You can do something 
about higher electric costs 
by limiting the use of your 
air conditioner on hot 
summer days. It will help 
your Electric Cooperative 
reduce its peak load at 
times when electricity use 
is highest (6-9 am and 
4-8 pm) and save you 
money on your electric 
bill. 

Your Electric Cooperative must provide adequate electrical capacity to meet 
energy demands when electric use hits a peak. As peaks get higher, more power 
plants are needed to generate enough electricity to meet this expensive peak 
demand required by consumers. On the hottest days when everyone turns on 
their air conditioners, you can help your Electric Cooperative control its peak 
demand by turning your thermostat to a warmer setting. 

Shifting electric energy use to off-peak periods helps make the most efficient 
use of existing generating capacity, delays the need for more power plants and 
helps limit future rate increases. Help your Electric Cooperative control summer 
peaks—and save money on your electric bill, too. 
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how do others 
see you? 

this? or this? 

Visitors see you the 
way they see your 
name on your mailbox, 

FACTORY 
DISCOUNT > 

PRICES ^ 

Style EOM 
Style EM JM99 f 1^' ^7^ 

D/SV’-n^GMgCf]? MARKERS 
raised white reflective letters on black 
rustproot aluminium 
your wording - same both sides; up to 17 
characters on long plate, 6 on short 
shipped in one week or less 
specify style, wording and address 
send check or money order; add $2.00 
per marker for postage and handling 
dealer inquiries welcome 

HURRY! ORDER NOW! 

-S ipEnr Dept. 6078, P.O. 7025 
Colorado Springs, CO 
80933-7025 SINCE 1949 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Your Money Back! 

Planning to Weatherize? 
You’ll find helpful tips in the 
revised edition of ‘Home Weather- 
ization for Lower Cost Living Com¬ 
fort.’ 
To order a copy, use the coupon on 
page 6. 

Published by the Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

'Finance charge begins on date ot tirst delivery. 

Send me vour FREE Homes Catalog. 
CURTIS HOMES, Dept. IL-1 
2201 Florida Ave. So., Minneapolis. MN 55426 

Name. 

City. .State. 

Zip Phone ( )  
I plan to do □ all or □ part of the finishing. 
□ Enclosed is $1.00 for priority handling 

Do-it-yourselfers*..Beat Inflation 

Curtis Credit 
Makes It Possible 
to Become a Homeowner NOW! 
Do you have the desire for a home., but not the dollars to afford it? Check these Curtis credit 
features; ■ No big down payment. ■ Low, low monthly payments while building. 
■ Your lot may not have to be fully paid for. ■ No installment payments for 6 months 
after 1st delivery of materials.* 
Curtis does the hardest job, too. Our carpenters erect the frame on your foundation. Then 
you complete it with our step-by-step instructions. 

With Curtis you can stop waiting...if you are willing to start completing your home now! 

Send coupon or call. No obligation. 
Allow three weeks for delivery or send 
$1.00 for priority handling. 

There's a representative near you! 
Phone (612) 542-4300 

Complete It Yourself 

Curtis Homes 
It you have desire . We have the trust! 

Hot Summer 

Special! 

$2,995 
Includes Hastings 
10-foot aluminum 
antenna, Intersat TA-1 
receiver, Intersat down 
converter, Intersat 
modulator, Avantek 120- 
degree LNA, LNA rotor 
and control, 150 feet of 
cable, and connectors. 

Prices good July 15 to 

August 30 only. 

CONTACT YOUR NEAREST DEALER 

SATELLITE TV 
Brings a world of 
entertainment 
down to earth 
Mobil unit for home demonstration 
Specializing in quality and service 
Current uncut movies 
Sports 
Live Las Vegas 
Children's, educational and religious programs 

Complete installation or do it yourself 

Mike Fletcher 
1400 E. Main 
Benton, II., 62812 
Phone 618-435-4946 

Kountry Kable 
Wayne Swigert 
R.R. 2 
Taylorville, II., 62568 
Phone 217-287-7582 

Gary Webb 
R.R. 1, Box 392A 
O'Fallon, II., 62269 
Phone 618-234-0660 

Bob Marquardt 
R R 3 
Vandalia, II., 62471 
Phone 618-283-2568 

Scott's Satellite Connection 
Scot Mayer 
Windsor, II., 61957 
Phone 217-459-2727 

Celestial Visions 
Rod Damery 
R R 2 
Blue Mound, II., 62513 
Phone 217-692-2646 

Coast to Coast 
Ralph Sabetti 
426 E. Main 
Bushnell, II., 61422 
Phone 309-772-3700 

Skaggs Electric 
Mark Skaggs 
100 N. Vine 
Harrisburg, II., 62946 
Phone 618-253-7438 

Lemmerman Energy Systems Inc. 
Dana Lemmerman 
3100 W. Farmington Rd. 
Peoria, II., 61604 
Phone 309-637-9000 

Terry Murphy K 8i B Satellite 
Route 2, Box 180 Rt. 161 E 
Kinmundy, Illinois 62854 Bartelso, II., 62218 
Phone 618-547-3546 Phone 618-765-2345 

Eagle Communications 
Scott Hovey 
102 E. Ferguson Ave. 
Wood River, II., 62095 
Phone 618-251-4206 

R 8t T Satellite Sales 
Roger Herdes 
Rt. 1 
Clay City, II., 62824 
Phone 618-689-3433 

SELECT DEALERSHIPS STILL AVAILABLE 
Distributed by: Rhodes Satellite Connection 
1703 S. Banker, Effingham, Illinois 62401 

Phone 217-347-0469 
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CORN BELT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC., BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 

Setting the record straight 
A lot of false and misleading statements have been made 

about the Rural Electrification Administration (REA) 
financing program. The OMB, and others which should 
know better, have made claims that you have probably 
heard. A brief and accurate description of REA financing 
can set the record straight. REA has two loan programs; 
let’s examine each. 

REA INSURED LOANS 
Insured loans are made entirely from a special REA 

Revolving Fund, established in 1973. At that time, all out¬ 
standing REA loans became assets of the Revolving Fund. 
Loan repayments are made to the Fund and are available 
for relending. In addition, REA can issue CBO’s (Certi¬ 
ficates of Beneficial Ownership) to the Treasury to make 
loans in accordance with levels set annually by the Congress 
and President. 

Insured loans to distribution systems are made at five 
percent, but they represent only 15 percent of total REA 
financing. 

REA GUARANTEED LOANS 

REA financing for power supply facilities is provided by 
REA loan guarantees, in which REA assures repayment to 
the actual lender. Although the rural electric repayment 
record is unsurpassed and there has never been a default, 
the low equity and other unique financial characteristics of 
G&T co-ops would make financing unavailable without the 
REA loan guarantee. 

Loan guarantees are typically funded by the Federal 
Financing Bank (FFB) at the market interest rate plus .12 

Revolving Fund. The Fund is off-budget and has 
received no appropriation whatsoever since its inception 
nine years ago. 

REA loan guarantees enable power supply co-ops to 
borrow from other lenders at market rates of inter¬ 
est. There is no subsidy or cost associated with these 
loans and no loss has ever occurred. 

The REA program is vital to the provision of electric 
service throughout rural America. 

®L97% Government 
financing of rural 

electrification 
% of total 

15% 

1975 1981 

Industry comparative data 
percent. Thus, there is no government subsidy involved 
with the REA loan guarantees; the costs are more than 

Rural 
Electric Publicly Investor- 

covered. Guaranteed loans account for 85 percent of total Co-op Owned Owned 
REA financing. 

Average REA Interest Rate: Since the bulk of REA 
Federal Assistance 

($ Millions) 85 1 331 3,0002 

financing is loan guarantees at market interest rates, the 
overall REA interest rate averaged 13.5 percent in FY 

Financial Assistance per 
consumer (annual $) $9.46 $40.45 $42.48 

1981. Average Interest Rate 13.50% 12.00% 15.25% 
SUPPLEMENTAL FINANCING Effective Capital Cost^ 13.5% 12.0% 12.9% 

REA requires distribution cooperatives to obtain a signi¬ 
ficant portion of their capital from a non-government 

Borrowed Capital, 
% of Total^ 94% 85% 48% 

lender. In addition, power supply co-ops finance pollution 
control facilities with non-taxable bonds (as do all utili¬ 

Investment in Distribution 
Plant per Consumer $1,337 $648 $825 

ties). The approximate total of such non-REA financing is a 
substantial $ 1-billion annually. Other potential types of 

Consumers per Mile 
of Line 4.6 NA 35.8 

financing are being explored, such as the new lease financ- Revenue per Mile of Line $2,887 NA $36,652 
ing provisions erf the 1981 Tax Bill. The rural electric coop¬ 
eratives have been uniquely responsible in developing new 
sources and types of program financing. 

SUMMARY 
REA insured loans are funded entirely from a special 

1981 Data 
1. OMB calculation of REA insured rate less market rate 

times loan level. 
2. Retained tax benefits (prel. data). 
3. Reflecting federal assistance. 
4. Proportion of capital financed and not internally gener¬ 

ated (from depreciation, retained earnings, tax benefits). 
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Let’s talk facts 
Recently, you have probably been hearing about the dif¬ 

ficult financial problems which confront nearly all of the 
nation’s electric utilities. You have been told that the abil¬ 
ity of the large investor-owned utilities (10Us) to attract 
investment capital is being seriously undermined by the 
economic environment. Certainly, astronomical fuel costs, 
high interest rates, excessive inflation, restrictive regulations, 
and other problems have been devastating to all utilities. 
Many lOUs have been seeking additional federal assistance. 
Therefore, it comes as no surprise that the Economic 
Recovery Tax Act of 1981 contains substantial new federal 
benefits for the lOUs amounting to well over $1-billion 
annually. The real surprise, however, is the Administration’s 
vigorous efforts in the other direction to reduce or elimi¬ 
nate the contrastingly small federal assistance already 
provided by the Rural Electrification Administration 
(REA) loans to the non-profit rural electric cooperatives 
which serve the country’s sparsely populated rural areas. 

Exactly what are the types and amounts of federal 
assistance currently provided to each of the three segments 
of the electric utility industry? 

Investor-owned utilities 

federal income tax liability many of the companies’ divi¬ 
dend reinvestment programs, thereby giving stockholders 
tax-exempt dividend income. 

The cumulative effect of these federal tax benefits is to 
reduce the net cost of outside investment capital raised by 
the power companies from 15.25 to 12.9 percent. 

Publicly owned electric utilities 

Serving three-fourths of our total population and most 
of the big metropolitan areas, the lOUs are far and away 
the major segment of the industry. Their share of federal 
assistance is also the largest: about $3-billion per year prior 
to 1981. 

As regulated businesses, the lOUs’ rates are set by state 
commissions to cover federal income taxes that would be 
due, based on the standard corporate rate. This amounted 
to $4.2-billion in 1980. However, the amount of taxes 
actually remitted to the Treasury by the utilities is reduced 
by two types of federal assistance: 

Investment Tax Credit — This is a direct offset against 
the utilities’ federal tax liability based on their investment 
in new plant and equipment. This offset amounts to about 
$1-billion annually. 

Accelerated Depreciation — This is a net annual benefit 

of $2-billion to the lOUs by reason of IRS allowing them to 
depreciate plant and property very rapidly, thereby vastly 
enlarging their deductions from taxable income. 

Thus, of the $4.2-billion collected from customers by 
the investor-owned utilities in 1980 for the payment of 
federal taxes, only $ 1.2-billion or 29 percent was remitted 
to the Treasury. 

The Economic Recovery Tax Act of 1981 contains 
additional annual federal assistance of over $ 1-billion for 
investor-owned electric utilities. According to a Congres¬ 
sional Research Service study, the new law “virtually 
eliminates” all remaining federal income tax liability of the 
power companies. This additional assistance arises from the 
1981 Act’s Accelerated Cost Recovery System in which 
utility property, with an expected life of 40 years, may be 
depreciated over 15 years. The bill also exempts from 

Owned by the residents of the areas which they serve, 
publicly owned utilities (municipals) receive federal aid in 
their authority to finance facilities with bonds, on which 
the interest is exempt from federal income tax. 

Federal tax revenues foregone to benefit publicly owned 
utilities is estimated to total about $331-million annually. 
The benefit is in the form of a current borrowing cost of 10 
to 12 percent. 

Rural electric cooperatives 
Federal assistance is provided to rural electric coopera¬ 

tives through favorable financing provided by the REA. 
REA makes insured loans from a special off-budget Revolv¬ 
ing Fund, the assets of which are all prior outstanding REA 
loans. Loan repayments are used to fund new loans. Insured 
loans are made at five percent and comprised 15 percent of 
REA financing in 1981. The total amount of federal 
assistance to electric cooperatives, as calculated by the 
Office of Management and Budget, amounted to $85-mi- 
llion in 1981. 

Electric cooperatives obtain the other 85 percent of 
their total investment capital by way of REA loan guaran¬ 
tees, which are used to build major generation stations and 
transmission lines. These guarantees are typically funded by 
the Federal Financing Bank at an interest rate reflecting the 
government’s full cost of borrowing plus 1/8 of 1 percent, 
about 15 percent in 1981. Therefore, including both 
insured and guaranteed loans, REA’s overall interest rate 
averaged 13.5 percent in FY 1981, higher than the effective 
cost of either the investor-owned or publicly owned utili¬ 
ties. This, of course, does not take into account the some 
$504-million of long-term non-federal funds borrowed by 
electric cooperatives during 1981 at an open market inter¬ 
est rate. 

Summary 
The three sectors of the electric utility industry all 

receive substantial federal assistance. And, with the serious 
financial problems confronting the industry, such assistance 
is in our judgement entirely appropriate and in the public 
interest. 

Contrary to general impressions, however, it is not rural 
electrification or electric cooperatives tr which the major 
federal help goes. The greatest amount of federal assistance 
has historically gone to the investor-owned utilities, and 
their share is being substantially increased under the 1981 

(Continued to page 12c) 
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Senator Dixon’s letter 
Your Cooperative received the following letter from 

Senator Dixon. We apologize for being unable to pass it on 
to ynu any sooner. In sharing this letter with all our mem¬ 
ber-owners we hope that you may gain an insight into how 
Senator Dixon supports the rural electrification program 
and Corn Belt Electric Cooperative Inc. 

June 11, 1982 

Mr. Jeffery D. Reeves 
Manager 
Corn Belt Electric Cooperative Inc. 
Bloomington, Illinois 61701 

Dear Mr. Reeves: 
Last year, a number of my Senate Agriculture Commit¬ 

tee Colleagues and I opposed the President’s plan to discon¬ 
tinue funding for REA guaranteed loans through the Fed¬ 
eral Financing Bank. We were successful in assuring rural 
electric cooperatives’ continued access to the Federal 
Financing Bank and in continuing the REA insured loan 
program. The REA guarantee and access to the FFB is 
essential to rural electric cooperatives if they are to 
continue to provide their 25 million customers in 46 
states with adequate, reliable, and affordable power and 
keep pace with advancing technology. 

The Administration again this year proposed cuts in the 
REA programs. However, the Senate, in acting upon a Bud¬ 
get Resolution May 21, recommended “continuation of the 
FY 1982 Administration in FY 1983 and for the continued 
access of the REA to the Federal Financing Bank.” The 
levels of funding for REA passed by the Senate were the 
amounts recommended by the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association. 

The Senate recently restored funding to the Postal Ser¬ 
vice Appropriations to help offset the increased mailing 
costs that went into effect on January 10, 1982, for non¬ 
profit organizations’ publications. The cost of mailing the 

Illinois Rural Electric News increased approximately 138% 
as a result of that postal increase. If this bill is signed into 
law, the additional funding will reduce the increased mail¬ 
ing costs. This funding is the result of an amendment that 
Senator Burdick and I cosponsored. This problem of 
increased postal costs was brought to my attention by the 
Electric Cooperatives of Illinois. 

REA has a long history of outstanding success. It is 
imperative that we continue to provide REA and the elec¬ 
tric cooperatives with resources needed to meet the future 
energy needs of rural America. 

I hope you always feel free to call on me when you 
believe I can be of service. 

Kindest personal regards. 

Sincerely, 
Alan J. Dixon 
United States Senator 

Let’s talk facts 
(Continued from page 12b) 
Tax Act. The current $3-billion in assistance to the lOUs 
will be expanded to over $4-billion, reducing their current 
effective capital cost to 12.9 percent. 

The publicly owned utilities receive federal assistance 
through the issuance of tax-exempt bonds. This enabled 
them to raise capital at between 10 and 12 percent during 
1981. 

Federal assistance is provided to rural electric coopera¬ 
tives through the REA loan program. The interest rate on 
all REA financing averaged 13.5 percent in 1981. 

Thus, the effective capital cost of the rural electric 
cooperatives is higher than those of either the investor- 
owned or the publicly owned utilities. 

Consumer-owned non-profit electric cooperatives find it 
hard to understand why the Administration has singled 
them out as the only segment of the industry targeted for 
“financial independence.” 

3 

Wholesale power contract 
Effective June 1, 1982, a new wholesale power contract 

went into effect with Illinois Power Company. The new 
contract between Corn Belt Electric Cooperative and Illi¬ 
nois Power Company will increase the Cooperative’s whole¬ 
sale power costs 7.45 percent. 

This increase will be blended with wholesale power costs 
from Central Illinois Light Company, which supplies 14 
percent of the Cooperative’s total power needs. The other 
86 percent is supplied by Illinois Power Company. 

Our present retail rates set in March 1981 were based on 
a wholesale power cost of 3.1 cents per kilowatt-hour. Any¬ 
time the cost of power to the Cooperative exceeds or is less 
than 3.1 cents per kWh, the difference is reflected in our 

wholesale power cost adjustment on your electric bill. 
The 7.45-percent increase in wholesale power costs is 

estimated to increase your electric bill 3.4 percent. This 

increases by 7.45 percent 
increase will vary depending upon your usage. 

The chart below shows how the WPCA is computed. 

Purchase power bills 
I.P.C. - April $327,947.63 
I.P.C. - May 312,827.68 
CILCO - April 72,550.95 
CILCO - May 63,242.54 

$776,568.80 
kWh’s Purchased 22,469,734 
Cost per kWh 3.4561* 
Less Amount Covered by Rate Base 3.1000* 
Difference .3561* 
Average Line Loss Factor (10%) xl.llll 
Wholesale Power Cost Adjustment 

for July 2nd bills .00396 

E INC.. BLOOMINGTON. ILLINOIS CORN BELT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC.. BLOOMINGTON. ILLINOIS 

August 1982 12c 



WHITE MAIN 
BLACK 10 

RED FUSE BOX 

New service 
requirements for members 

Pictured is a double-throw switch. In accordance with 

Cooperative Policy D-10, which your Board of Directors 

recently instituted, all members are required to have this 

equipment where on-site electric power generation is instal¬ 

led and under certain other conditions. Please read this pol¬ 

icy. If you have any questions concerning this policy con¬ 

tact Jerry Durflinger, Manager of Member Services Depart¬ 

ment, for full details. 
I. SUBJECT: Service Requirements for Members 

II. PURPOSE: Establish a policy that sets forth criteria 

for members metering equipment and a disconnecting 

means. 

III. PROVISION: The following procedures and conditions 

shall apply to the administration of this policy. 

A. Member’s metering equipment shall be installed in 

accordance with current Cooperative specifications 

and shall be subject to inspection and approval by 

the Cooperative and/or other authorized agencies 

having jurisdiction (City of Bloomington, City of 

Normal, etc.) 

B. A disconnecting means (such as breakers, fuses or 

solid blade switches) is required on all pole metering 

installations. The Co-op shall require a disconnect¬ 

ing means on installations, other than a meter pole, 

where it is necessary to insure safety and maintain 

acceptable operating conditions. The Co-op will not 

furnish, install, repair or maintain member’s discon¬ 

necting means. 

C. In all instances where on site electric power genera¬ 

tion (temporary or permanent) is installed, the 

Co-op requires a double-pole, double-throw discon¬ 

nect switch to be installed to eliminate any possibil¬ 

ity of simultaneous feed of electric energy from two 

sources of supply. The Co-op will not furnish, 

install, repair or maintain disconnecting means that 

has been purchased by the member. 

D.The Co-op will refuse to connect a member, or 

continue service, whenever in its judgement the 

member’s wiring installation is not in proper or safe 

operating condition, which includes the requirement 

of each location to have an operating disconnect 

means under the following procedures: 

1, Engineering Services, Member Services and 

Operations Department will inform all members, 

electrician, builders, municipalities, etc. with 

relationship to paragraph “B” of this policy that 

a disconnect means is required and that the ener¬ 

gization will not be accomplished unless an 

acceptable disconnecting means is present on the 

pole at the time of energization. This is for all 
new services. 

2. On all existing services in place; a disconnect is 

not mandatory, except services covered by Sec¬ 

tion C, but is suggested for the safety of the 

member and the Cooperative. 

3. On existing services where an alteration is being 

performed by the member or the Cooperative 

that involves changing wires, poles, transformers, 

etc. at member request, that member will be 

required to supply an acceptable disconnecting 

means. The Cooperative will inform member 

before any alteration commences that this dis¬ 

connecting means is required and what action 

can be taken (see below). 

4. Member Services will be responsible for enforce¬ 

ment of this policy. 

a. If an unsafe condition is found by the Coop¬ 
erative, or if proper disconnecting devices 

have not been installed, the member services 

will inform the member as to what corrective 

action is necessary. The unsafe condition or 

disconnecting device must be corrected within 

15 working days. 

b. Follow-up inspection will be conducted by 

the Member Services Department and if cor¬ 

rective action has not been accomplished, a 

letter will be sent to member, informing them 

that they have 5 working days to accomplish 

necessary corrective action or location will be 

disconnected. 

c. Upon disconnection, a visual inspection, by 

Member Services Department and payment of 

all applicable reconnection fees will be 

required prior to service being reconnected. 

d. Member Services has authority to deviate 

from the above as circumstances warrant. 

CORN BELT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC.. BLOOMINGTON. ILLINOIS CORN BELT ELECTRIC 

1 2d ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS 



Corn Belt Electric News LOCAL 662-5330 
LONG DISTANCE 1-800-322-6541 

CORN BELT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC., BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 

CORN BELT 
COMMENTS 

Congratulations to Joe Graf, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Graf, R. 1, Bloom¬ 
ington. Joe, a member of Old Town 
4-H Club, was awarded best of show 
for his electricity entry and went to 
the state fair. 

Robert Miller, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Glenn Miller, R. 1, Bloomington, and a 
member of Busy Bees 4-H Club, was 
awarded best exhibitor for his electri¬ 
city entry and went to the state fair. 

Corn Belt Electric Cooperative 
encourages all students to learn as 
much as possible about the safe uses of 
electricity and how electricity may 
serve you better. 

'si* *7* *7* *7* *7* 

A comprehensive meter testing 
program will be initiated in Septem¬ 
ber. Starting in Township 22 and 
continuing in numerical progression 
upward, meters will be tested. It is the 
policy of your Cooperative to test 
meters once every five years. Some 
meters are tested yearly. This program 
insures that your meter is operating as 
it was designed to. Thank you for your 
cooperation. 

vT* 
#7^ 

Many of you took time and 
stopped by Corn Belt’s booth at 
the McLean County Fair. Featured 
this year was a scale model of Soyland 
Power Cooperative’s planned coal-fired 
plant and the compressed air energy 
storage plant (CAES). Your Coopera¬ 
tive, as a member of Soyland Power 
Cooperative, is meeting your future 
electricity needs. Building these plants 
will insure that you and your children 
will have an adequate power supply. 

Talking to you at the fair allowed 
us to find out what your concerns are. 
We appreciate your taking the time to 
stop by, say hello, and allow us to 
serve your electrical needs. 

Art Armstrong, Maintenance Foreman, asks a question concerning breaker 
operations. 

Sophisticated equipment is used to recreate various problems that can cause 
breakers and fuses to operate and show how to spot a faulty piece of equipment. 

Education and training 
Your Cooperative is constantly training and educating its employees. As 

technology brings about changes in equipment used on the system employees 
need to keep up with new developments. 

The McGraw Edison Company recently conducted a four-hour training 
session in the use of breakers and fuses that are on our system. This equipment 
protects single-phase and three-phase lines and operates in a similar manner as 
your fuses and breakers protect your individual circuits at your home and farm. 

Future programs of this nature will continue to update employee knowledge. 
This education will enable your Cooperative to serve you efficiently and effec¬ 
tively as possible. 

September 1982 
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System improvements in 
The summer of ’82 has your 

Cooperative busy with two major 
system improvements. System 
improvements are designed to increase 
service reliability to you the member. 

East of Bloomington-Normal, 
located approximately two miles north 
and one and one-half miles west of 
Cooksville, a new Cooksville Substa¬ 
tion is being built. This substation has 
long been needed in this area and has 
been deferred from construction for 
many years. It can no longer be 
deferred. Tapping an Illinois Power 
Company 69 kv transmission line, and 
running for two and eight-tenths miles 
with both three-phase and single-phase 
underbuild to the new Cooksville 
Substation, the long range plan calls 

for three-phase tie lines to be built 
from this substation to tie in with 
Lexington Substation to the north, 
Saybrook Substation to the south, and 
Holder and Kappa Substations to the 
west. 

Total cost of constructing the 
transmission line with underbuild 
and a new substation is approximately 
$380,000. Your money is being spent 
to insure reliability of service, and give 
to you the availability of three-phase 
in this area. It will enable your Coop¬ 
erative to serve you more effectively. 

West of Bloomington-Normal, 
located approximately one and one- 
half miles south and two miles east of 
Hopedale, Corn Belt Electric Coopera¬ 
tive has started to build another 
transmission line. This line will tap an 
existing Central Illinois Light Com¬ 
pany 69 kv transmission line and go 
west five miles, turn and proceed one 
mile north, turn and go one mile west 
and finally turn and go approximately 
one and one-half miles north for a 
total of eight and six-tenths miles of 
transmission line to a new substation 
which will be designated the Hopedale 
Substation. This transmission line will 

also have three-phase underbuild on 
the transmission line. 

The Hopedale Substation is 
required due to the many electric 
heated homes in this area. Venado 
Lakes and Hills of Argyll subdivisions, 
located just west of this new substa¬ 
tion, will benefit as their power source 
will be located much closer to them 

as well as the other homes in this area. 
Cost of the transmission underbuild 
and substation is approximately 
$700,000. Eventually tie lines will be 
constructed to tie other subdivisions 
and substations in the area. 

Your cooperation and considera¬ 
tion during this period of construction 
is appreciated. We apologize for any 

2.8 miles of 69 kv transmission line and underbuild to service new Cooksville 
Substation located approximately 2 miles north and V/2 miles west of Cooksville, 
Illinois. 
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8.6 miles of 69 kv transmission tine and underbuild to serve new Hopedale Substation located approximately 3.5 miles 
west and .5mile north of Hopedale, Illinois. 

inconvenience that may be caused by 
this construction. There will be some 
outages due to construction; they will 
be minimal in nature as lines will be 
switched from one substation to 
another. Depending on weather, it is 
anticipated that all construction on 
both projects will be completed by 
late fall. 

Your board of directors is aware of 
the ever-increasing rates that all 
member-owners must pay. Only pru¬ 
dent financially responsible projects 
that are essential to maintain a good 
operating system will be constructed. 
As previously mentioned, your Coop¬ 
erative is 43 years old and improve¬ 
ments for the sake of service reliability 
must be carried out to insure adequate 
service to all parts of the Cooperative’s 
service area. 

BARE WIRE 
7200 volts 

^ BARE WIRE 
connected to earth 

ARE YOU AWARE? 
!! I that electric lines 

along roads and 
through fields 
are BAREI 

October bills 
will be the last 
on summer rates 

The upcoming October bill will be 
your final bill for 1982 on the summer 
rate. Your area meter reader will read 
your meter September 18, 20 or 21 to 
end the summer rate. Starting with the 
date your meter was read in Septem¬ 
ber, all usage for the coming months 
will be on the “winter rate.” 

Many, many people take for granted that all electric 
wires are insulated. This idea may come from the fact 
that electric wires such as extension cords or service 
drops to houses are covered because they can be 
touched easily. Their lower voltages also make it 
economically practical for them to be coated. On the 
other hand, higher voltage wires out of normal reach are 
seldom insulated with a covering. 

The higher voltage lines along your road and across 
country are installed in accordance with National 
Safety Codes set out for utilities. The wires are located 
at specified heights and distances to take full advantage 
of nature's insulators, air and space. 

ground rod 
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Channel 43- 

respond directly to the community. 
Channel 43, a not-for-profit organization operated by 

Grace Communications Corporation, plans to offer more 
than 70 hours of quality family entertainment per week, 

including the most informative public affairs programming 

in Central Illinois. 
“After hitting the airwaves, Channel 43 plans to expand 

its programming schedule. Among the top programming 
will be live coverage of all Illinois State home basketball 
games. 

“The Channel 43 News Team, committed to covering 
the news which is important to McLean County and Central 
Illinois, will broadcast two local newscasts, one at 6:30 
p.m. and again at 10 p.m. Followed by extensive world and 

national news provided by the Independent Network News 
Team at 10:30 p.m. 

“Unlike other traditional programming, Wagner says that 

‘our programming is not going to cause damage to anyone’s 
character, but, it will reflect the ethical and moral standards 
that have been the strength of our society.’ 

“If you miss quality family programming and want to be 
informed about key issues you can’t afford to be without 
Channel 43.” 

Joins Corn Belt 
Electric Cooperative 

WBLN-TV, Channel 43 UHF, is scheduled to begin tele¬ 
casting late summer or early fall. Your Cooperative provides 
power to their transmitter tower, 609 feet above ground, 
located approximately two miles northeast of Congerville, 
Illinois. Office and production facilities are located at 1328 
East Empire Street in Bloomington, Illinois. 

To serve Channel 43’s transmitter, a new three-phase line 
was built to replace the single-phase line serving this area. 
We apologize for any inconvenience caused by the con¬ 
struction of this line. Above is a map of their signal area; 
serving much of Corn Belt Electric Cooperative’s member¬ 
ship. Your Cooperative is proud to be partners with 
Channel 43 in providing Central Illinois with services 
essential in today’s modern society. 

The following information will introduce you to Chan¬ 
nel 43, WBLN: 

“Bloomington, Illinois — A dream come true. Blooming¬ 
ton/Normal will have a television station, one with a signal 
which will carry throughout Central Illinois. 

“Channel 43, known for its family emphasis, will offer 
programming ranging from local news, weather and sports, 
as well as children’s, dramatic and religious viewing alterna¬ 
tives. 

“Whether you are an Illinois State University basketball 
fan, a lover of quality travel or family films, Channel 43 has 
what you are looking for. 

Sam B. Wagner, Executive Vice President and General 
Manager of Channel 43, is proud to say that the station has 
done its homework and now the station has a chance to 

Automobile accidents affect your Cooperative. Pictured 
above is a car that failed to negotiate a stop sign. Fortu¬ 
nately, the driver walked away from this accident and no 
one was injured. The pole was broken at ground level and 
nad to be replaced. This caused a line outage and later 
caused a construction outage to replace the pole. This is 
iust one cause of outages. One car accident can cause loss of 
Hfe as well as loss of power! 
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August tornado devastates land and lines!!! 
The tornadoes that inflicted damage in McLean County 

affected numerous farms and many of the Cooperative’s 
lines. In the photo above, looking east toward Merna, Illi¬ 
nois, is what was left of an 18-pole line. Fourteen poles 
went down, as can be seen on the north side of the road. 

On the south side of the road is a battered corn field 
that was heavily damaged by the storm. A closer inspection 
on the lines indicates in the photo below what was left of a 
30-foot pole. A transformer, as well as a pole, was found in 
this field approximately 600 feet from the road. The photo 
at the top of the column to the right shows what was left 
on a 345-kv tower structure destroyed by the tornado. 

Numerous outages were caused by this storm. Most of 
our members had their power restored within a four-hour 
period, but some were not as fortunate and had to wait 
until the next day. Your understanding and cooperation 
during this storm is appreciated. Although these tornadoes 
caused heavy damage to fields and farm structures there 
was no loss of life. The loss of power was beyond our con¬ 
trol and we apologize for any inconveniences caused 
because you were without power, but such storms are 
inevitable. 

Preliminary estimates place a $25,000-plus cost on repair 
and replacement of affected lines. 

Changing 

communications 
In the past two issues of the IREN you may have 

noticed that your Cooperative has increased its input from 
two to four pages and has changed colors. It has and will 
always be our policy to communicate with you as much as 
possible. You will find that some months there will be only 
two pages and other months there will be four or more 
pages. Our purpose is to keep you well informed about 
issues and information that affects your Cooperative 
nationally, statewide, locally and, of course, at the Cooper¬ 
ative. Write or call with your ideas on how we may serve 
you better. 

October 1982 
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Letter to the members 
The following letter announcing a nine-percent rate increase was sent to all members on September 28. 

Dear Member: 
At the June board meeting, the directors and management determined that a nine-percent increase in all Coop¬ 

erative’s rates was needed to maintain your Cooperative in a sound financial condition. In light of the current 
economic situation that has drastically affected farming and business in this area, the decision to increase rates 
was very difficult for the Board of Directors. 

The nine-percent increase in revenue is the minimum amount needed to meet the current financial require¬ 
ments of our lenders, the Rural Electrification Administration and the National Rural Utilities Cooperative 
Finance Corporation. However, we expect those financial requirements to be increased in the very near future. 

The major financial requirement your Cooperative has to meet is the ratio termed TIER — Times Interest 
Earned Ratio. This ratio shows the Cooperative’s ability to meet its interest payments on all long-term loans. 
Under the new retail rates, your Cooperative will be able to generate enough capital to attain a TIER of 1.8. We 
expect in the very near future the required TIER will be a 2.0 which means our lenders will require the Coopera¬ 
tive to have twice the necessary capital to pay its yearly interest payments. 

What makes this required ratio harder to attain is the ever increasing cost of doing business — higher equipment 
and material costs, increased taxes, interest costs, labor costs, and all other costs associated with building electric 
lines and substations. 

Your Cooperative is 43 years old. The age of the system is requiring replacement of poles, wires, etc. at an 
increasing rate. This cannot be deferred if we are to maintain system reliability. The cost attributed with the 
maintenance of your system increases each year. 

Your Board of Directors is very much aware of the ever increasing cost of electricity. But I must realistically 
tell you that the cost of electricity will continue to increase during the rest of this decade. The unknown is how 
large or small rate increases will be. 

As you know, Com Belt Electric Cooperative is a member of Soyland Power Cooperative. Soyland Power 
Cooperative’s purpose is to provide its fifteen member systems with adequate power at the actual cost of produc¬ 
ing electricity. Your Cooperative presently buys its electric power from Illinois Power Company and Central Illi¬ 
nois Light Company. Your Board of Directors decided a few years ago, that in order to provide its members with 
reliable power at the lowest possible price, the Cooperative would have to have its own generation. 

The cost of generating electricity is certainly not cheap. The cost of building power plants today is extremely 
expensive. Your Cooperative and the fourteen other Soyland Cooperatives will not be fortunate enough to have 
older lower cost plants to blend with our new plants. Therefore, the immediate impact of putting a new power 
plant into use, is the higher cost of electricity from that new plant. 

Your Board of Directors realized the cost of power would possibly be higher in the short run to produce and 
sell our own electricity, rather than the continuation of buying power wholesale. However, in the long run that 
commitment of generating our own electricity will save our members millions of dollars.  

Corn Belt’s and Soyland’s first step in generation is the 10.5 percent ownership in the Clinton Power Station 
scheduled to produce electricity in 1984. Our next major step is the building of a 450 megawatt coal-fired plant 
scheduled to be completed in 1987. To supplement those plants will be a peaking plant using compressed air to 
help generate electricity during peak times. These are major steps taken to see that Corn Belt Electric Coopera¬ 
tive’s members have adequate electric power in the future. 

The effect of the nine-percent increase on the residential Rate 1 can be seen by the typical levels of usage. All 

other rate schedules are available at the office. 

KWH Present Rate New Rate Difference 

500 $ 39.45 $ 43.65 $ 4.20 

1,000 72.40 78.80 6.40 

2,000 129.30 140.60 11.30 

3,000 177.56 191.52 13.96 

4,000. 223.66 239.72 16.06 

5,000 269.76 287.92 18.16 

The rate increase will go into effect on all kWh’s used after September 20, 1982, which will be reflected on the 
November 2, 1982 bills. 

If you have any questions or comments, regarding this increase or any other operation of the Cooperative, 
contact us at your convenience. Sincerely yours, 

CORN BELT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC. 
J. D. Reeves, Manager 
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COOPERATIVES 

BUILDING 
A 

BETTER 
AMERICA 

October b Co-op Month. 

Winter bill worries??? 
Any member who anticipates having difficulty paying 

their winter bill should please contact our office before the 
bill is due. 

Your cooperative understands that unexpected problems 
sometimes occur. We want to assist you; just let us know in 
advance. 

Office closed 
Com Belt Electric Cooperative’s holiday schedule for 

November is as follows: 
The office will be closed Thursday, November 25, for 

Thanksgiving, and Friday, November 26. In case of power 
outage call 1-800-322-6541. 

Happy Thanksgiving to all of our members and 
employees. 

Learn more about 
your cooperative 

Com Belt Electric Cooperative would be happy to meet 
with a group to discuss such topics as: your Cooperative, 
your electric bills, and ways in which to use your energy 
more efficiently and effectively. If you live in a subdivision, 
trailer court, etc., whether through a homeowners associa¬ 
tion or not, we will meet with you. Just call or write Mana¬ 
ger Jeff Reeves today for more details. 

Is your house losing energy? 
A FREE energy audit could help. 

For an appointment—Contact the Member Service Department at 1-800-322-6541 

Patterns of heat loss in an uninsulated house 
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First six months 1982 increases!!!! 
Below are total kilowatt-hours purchased for the six 

months, beginning January 1, 1982 and ending June 30, 
1982. This is compared with the same period for years 
1980 and 1981. The first three months of 1982 reflects a 
cold winter, as compared to the previous year. June of 

1982 reflects a mild early summer, compared with other 
years. 

Weather has always been one of the major unknown fac¬ 
tors as to forecasting the consumption of electricity. It is 
fact that the colder the winter and hotter the summer, the 
more electricity will be used. Long-range and even short¬ 
term weather forecasts are not accurate enough to forecast 
anticipated usage. 

1980 1981 1982 
KWH KWH KWH 

Per Month Per Month Per Month 
Purchased Total Purchased Total Purchased Total 

Jan. 14,645,224 14,645,224 14,885,640 14,855,640 16,318,404 16,318,404 
Feb. 14,642,988 29,288,212 14,394,671 29,250,311 15,642,158 31,960,562 
Mar. 13,712,181 43,000,393 11,645,833 40,896,144 13,001,960 44,962,522 
Apr. 11,216,145 54,216,538 10,601,441 51,497,585 11,632,518 56,595,040 
May 10,235,857 64,452,395 10,323,296 61,820,881 10,837,216 67,432,256 
June 11,801,145 76,253,540 12,359,383 74,180,264 10,649,144 78,081,400 

Through June 1982 kWh’s purchased are fivejjercent ahead of 1981 and 2.3 percent of 1980. Weather plays an impor¬ 
tant part in our energy consumption. 

LADIES 
Have you ever wondered what 
your home appliances cost to 
operate each month? 

Borrow a 

FREE 
sub-meter and find out. 

It’s EASY 
just plug the appliance 
into the sub-meter and 
watch the 
kilowatt-hours register. 

If interested—Contact the Member Service Department at 1-800-322-6541 

:LECTRIC COOPERATIVE BLOOMIN 
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Above: Much training is conducted at ground level; all students take part as both participants and observers. Below: Line¬ 
men working on a pole learn the use of cover-up materials. The use of such materials allows linemen to work on energized 
lines without shutting off electricity. 

CBEC employees 
attend 

Hot Line School 
Safe training is an ongoing process for the employees of 

your Cooperative. An annual event, the Hot Line School is 
sponsored by the Association of Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tives in conjunction with Lincoln Land Community College 
in Springfield, manufacturers and their representatives, and 
equipment suppliers and personnel, who assist in the train¬ 
ing of linemen. More than 125 participants, representing 15 
municipal electric systems and 23 electric cooperatives, 
were enrolled in the three weeks of Hot Line School. The 
first two weeks, October 4-8 and October 11-15, of instruc¬ 
tion featured the use of sticks in hot line maintenance with 
distribution and transmission voltages, and the use of rub¬ 
ber gloves from insulated buckets on distribution lines. The 
third week, October 18-22 and final week of school, was 
devoted to underground line maintenance and installation. 
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Dad’s Thanksgiving lamp 
By GORDON HAYS 

There were many things that made 
that particular Thanksgiving so mem¬ 
orable. I was a boy then on a Canadian 
farm — a farm with dilapidated barns, 
a house my dad was always going to 
enlarge, a cook stove that let smoke 
into the oven. 

I remember the cold mornings that 
year when an icy wind seeped through 
the cracks around the windows. But I 
remember better the warm feel of our 
clothes when we took them down 
from the stovepipe. We complained 
when we had to hurry home from 
school while the rest of the children 
played ball. But our complaining never 
did run deep, because dad made us feel 
our work amounted to something. 

That was the year that electricity 
first came to our community. The 
neighbors had a party to show off 
their bright rooms and the iron that 
didn’t have to set on the stove. 

Back home, mother looked a-long 
time at our hand-operated washing 
machine. “If only we could afford to 
be connected to the electricity line,” 
she sighed. 

It was on a Monday morning when 
mother was doing her big wash that we 
found out dad had an idea. 

“Washing and knitting — you spend 
more time doing that than sleeping,” 
he said. “May be we ought to break 
down and get this electricity. If I 
could cut my own poles ...” 

Mother flew across the room and 
threw her arms around his neck and 
swallowed a tear as she thought of the 
hay loader that wouldn’t be bought 
now. So the power line came up our 
lane too that year. 

What wonder there was to that 
gleaming washing machine, and what 
unbelievable brilliance in the bulbs 
that dangled from each ceiling. No 
more lamps to fill, no more wicks to 
clean, no more sooty chimneys to 
wash. The oil lamps went quietly to 
the attic. 

But the coming of electricity was 
the last good thing to come that year. 
The rains started just as the first oat 
spears began to put a pea-green haze 
over the country. Soon there wasn’t a 
seedling anywhere, and the potatoes 
rotted in the mud. 

Dad sold a couple of cows that fall, 
and all the pigs and a lot of the live¬ 
stock he had intended to keep. The 
only crop we harvested that year was a 
patch of turnips. 

Then it suddenly was Thanksgiving. 
“Maybe we’d better forget it this 
year,” mother said. “We haven’t even a 
goose left.” 

But on the morning of the big day, 
dad brought in a jackrabbit. “These 
aren’t half bad if you roast them with 
a hunk of pork fat,” he said. Mother 
warned that it would take a long time 
to cook the tough old thing, but she 
went ahead anyway. Later, when we 
sat down to dinner, she looked at the 
rabbit and began to cry, “I just don’t 
want any.” 

Then dad did a strange thing. He 
went to the attic and got an old oil 
lamp, lit it and set it in the middle of 
the table and told one of us to turn 
out the electric light. When there was 
only the smoky glow, we again 
couldn’t believe our eyes. Could it 
really have been this dark before? How 
in the world did we ever see to get 
around in those days? 

Then dad said grace; and when it 
was over, we were still quiet. In the 
dimness of the oil lamp we were 
beginning to see clearly again. “Just 
think,” mother said, “a year ago we 
had this.” And suddenly it got to be a 
lovely meal: the jackrabbit tasted like 
turkey, and the turnips were the mild¬ 
est we could recall. 

We can thank dad for that Thanks¬ 
giving, for that and all the other 
Thanksgivings we had with him, and 
for the home which for all its wants 
was so rich for us. Now all his sons and 
daughters are getting ready to descend 
upon him for the reunion of still 
another Thanksgiving. 

We will come displaying the success 
which has come our way. But I hope 
when it’s time for the feast, dad will 
bring out the old oil lamp, switch out 

all the other lights and let it light our 
lives again. For we need its humble 
gleam as badly in these days of our 
noisy success as we did that year of 
our poverty. 

Reprinted from the Guideposts, 
November 1970 issue. 
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# Right: Instructor Carl Williams observes as Beulah Miller, 

left, and Joyce Miller practice two-person CPR. Above: 
Steve Wheeler practices one-person CPR. 

CPR training at Corn Belt 
Once a year cardio-pulmonary resuscitation (CPR) train¬ 

ing is taken by all employees of your Cooperative. The 
inside personnel are scheduled whenever it is most conven¬ 
ient; linemen are trained in the winter. It is important on 
and off the job that this knowledge be attained. 

Electrical distribution is an inherently dangerous job. It 
is a fact that lives have been saved by administering CPR 
when a heart attack or electrocution has occurred. It is 
hoped that we never have to use this training but if it 
occurs your Cooperative is prepared. 

IF YOU’RE IN THE DARK: 

1. Check fuses or breakers in your switch box panel. 
2. Check to see if your neighbor's lights are off. 

t|. 
Then call 1-800-322-6541 

h 'IM V 
with your map location number, time your 
service was interrupted and any other 
information that will assist your Cooperative 1, 
in restoring service to your location. 

Dial down and save energy! Wear 
warm clothes such as sweaters in your 
house. Turn down thermostats in 
rooms when not in use. Turn lights off 
when you leave a room. 

Let’s use our energy resources 
wisely. 

Winter bill worries??? 
Any members who anticipate a 

problem paying their winter electric 
bills should please contact the office 
before the bills become due. 

ENERGY AUDIT 
Yes, I would like for Corn Belt Electric Cooperative to conduct a free 
energy audit of our home. 

Name  

Address Map Location No  

Phone: Home Business  

Best time to contact me to 
set up an appointment is:  

Return to Corn Belt Electric Cooperative Inc. P.O. Box 816, Blooming¬ 
ton, IL 61701, or contact the Member Service Department. 
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Heat pumps 
As we approach the heating season, 

we are asked frequently for our 
opinion of heat pumps. Our exper¬ 
ience indicates that heat pumps are a 
good choice - IF: If, you prefer a 
central system that will both heat and 
cool. If, you purchase quality equip¬ 
ment from a well qualified and trained 
dealer-installer-serviceman. If, you 
allow the dealer enough profit so that 
he can install it properly (fully insu¬ 
lated ducts and complete controls). 

The first heat pumps were put on 
your cooperative lines nearly 25 years 
ago. Those early heat pumps had their 
problems but most are still operating. 
However, the problems with those 
early models caused the industry to 
draw back and there was little interest 
in the heat pump type of system (in 
our area) until the “energy crisis” hit 
in the early 70’s. 

During the past 10 years the most 
common type of heat pump has been 
the air-to-air pump. The one that is 
basically a “reversible” air conditioner 
with supplemental electric heating 
strips to help out when the temper¬ 
ature is near freezing or colder. 

Recently, two variations of the heat 

pump have been developed. The 
variation that is being installed in our 
area with apparent good success is the 
“add-on” heat pump. The add-on 
utilizes the existing fossil fuel furnace 
as the heat source when the weather 
is freezing. This seems to be a “a good 
way to go,” as you can take advantage 
of the economics of both systems. The 
heat pump is most efficient in mild 
weather and the fossil fuel systems are 
most efficient in cold weather. 

Another variation that is working in 
rural areas north of our area is the 
ground-water heat pump. This system 
uses water from wells or ponds as a 

source of heat and cooling. We believe 
the system will be an economical 
heating system, if one has the water 
source — especially if the “waste” 
water can be utilized. At this time 
we’re not sure that the system will be 
as good for cooling in our area as 
further north. Where the ground water 
is cool enough — no refrigeration is 
used and that is economical. However, 
in our area, the water alone may not 
be cool enough to remove the humid¬ 
ity from the house. We’ll need a few 
installations operating for a few years 

to gain experience with this type 
installation. 

While we’re on the subject of heat 
pumps, we better mention that the 
adjustment of the thermostat setting 
of heat pumps is different than other 
heat systems. Most conservation mes¬ 
sages stress turning the thermostat 
down at night (heating season) and 
during periods while away from your 
business or residence. 

Turning your thermostat down 
during the heating season, in the case 
of the conventional heat pump, and 
leaving it down will certainly save 
money. Turning it down at night and 
turning it back up again in the morn¬ 
ing (if differential is over two degrees) 
will actually result in a higher heating 
cost. 

This is because when the thermo¬ 
stat is suddenly turned up more than 
about two degrees above the actual 
house temperature, the auxiliary 
heaters will come on, and the system 
will then use approximately three 
times as much electric energy as it 
does when running only on the com¬ 
pressor. This quickly nullifies any 
over-night savings. 

Safe lights will make your Christmas merry and bright 
Electricity plays a major role in our 

celebration of Christmas, from the 
blinking colored lights on the tree or 
in the window to the race car sets, toy 
trains and other electric-powered toys 
our children find under the tree. 

Here are a few tips to help you have 
a safe, memorable holiday. 

Pretty lights are the heart of the 
tree’s beauty. Never use wax candles 
on a tree — they’re outmoded as the 
horse and buggy. Use only electric 
lights and see that all wiring is in per¬ 
fect condition. Don’t buy or use any 

light set that does not carry the 
approval and label of the Under¬ 
writers’ Laboratories. 

From time to time inspect the tree 
to see whether any of the needles near 
the lights have started to turn brown. 
If any have, relocate those tree lights. 
Remember — it takes less than 60 
seconds for the average tree to burn 

Turn out the lights when the family 
leaves the home unattended. Don’t 
leave the children alone or unattended 
while the tree is on display. 

Remember — do not use lights on 

aluminum trees. Keep all electricity 
as far away as possible. 

Do not use any cotton, paper or 
flammable material for decorating the 
tree or around the base of the tree. Do 
not place electric trains or other elec¬ 
tric power devices around the tree 
because metallic tinsel can fall across 
the track, cause a short circuit and 
start the toy’s transformer burning. ^ 

Make sure your tree has plenty of 
water and make daily checks to see 
that the tree is safe to have the lights 
on. Have a safe and merry holiday. 

Holiday schedule 
Corn Belt’s holiday schedule for December and January 

is as follows: 
The office will be closed Thursday, December 23, and 

Friday, December 24th, for Christmas, and Thursday, 

December 30, and Friday, December 31, for New Year’s. In 
case of an outage please call 1-800-322-6541. 

Happy Holiday Season to all of our members and 
employees! 
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Nominating committee appointed 
The Board of Directors of Corn Belt Electric Coopera¬ 

tive Inc., at its regular board meeting on October 26, 1982, 
appointed the following members to serve on the Nominat¬ 
ing Committee: William Dehority, Route 1, El Paso; Robert 
Donnell, Lexington; Robert Hopkins, Jr., Route 1, Minier; 
Duane Johnson, Route 1, LeRoy;Paul Malone, Maroa; Rae 
Payne, Route 1, Towanda; Jeffrey Power, Route 2, Say- 

Holiday schedule 
The office will be closed Thursday and Friday, Decem¬ 

ber 23 and 24, and Thursday and Friday, December 30 and 
31. In case of an outage, please call 1-800-322-6541. 

brook; Melvin Schuler, Route 1, Lexington; Ralph Steiger, 
Route 2, Delavan; Daniel Toohill, Route 1, Wapella; and Irl 
Webb, Route 2, Danvers. 

This committee will meet on Tuesday, January 11, 
1983, at the office of Corn Belt Electric at 1502 Morrissey 
Drive, Bloomington, to select nominees for election at the 
1983 Annual Meeting. 

Winter bill worries 
Any members who anticipate having problems paying 

their winter bills should please contact our office before the 
bill becomes due. 

DIRECTORS Dan Beard Robert Fischbach Roy Raney 
John Butterfield Frank Borth Robert Fisher, Jr. Jeffrey Reeves 
Gene Dressier Marcella Brienen Donald Golden Paul Roberts 
Myron Erdman James Buggar Jerry Hall Edward Ruhrup 
Homer Jeckel Michael Butler Patrick Hall, Jr. John Sciutto 
Thomas Johns Howard Campbell Bruce Hill Dorothy Scott 
Ralph Kahle Keith Campbell Lyle Hinshaw Robert Smith 
Leonard Maupin Robert Campbell Dorothy Hocker Ronald Stack 
Janice Reimer James Coan Keith Hospelhorn Frank Stevens 
Frank Thorp Darrel Cobb Arvon Jacobssen, Jr. Danny Stice 
John Tompkins Dolores Cook Frank Kinnison Lee Thomas 
Lewis White Russell Curtis Stanley Kozlowski Terri Tibbs 

Melinda Dubbelde Ronald McGuire Ed Weatherley 
Gerald Durflinger Rodger McKeon Charles West 
James Dustin Tim Merrill Steve Wheeler 

EMPLOYEES Debra Edwards Beulah Miller Calvin Williams 
Richard Albert Elmer Edwards Joyce Miller Wayne Williams 
Sue Andrew Richard Elliott Kathy Misch Michael Wingett 
Walter Armstrong Keith Erickson Mark Peterson Larry Young 
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Dorothy Hooker, supervisor of member accounts, answers 
a question about billing procedures. 

Ruth Cope, area meter reader for Route 8, discusses a prob¬ 
lem on her route. 

Meter reader 
program 

update 
On October 23, 1982 an Area 

Meter Reading meeting was held in 
Bloomington. Jerry Durflinger, Man¬ 
ager of Member Services, welcomed 
approximately 70 people, comprising 
meter readers and alternates from the 
47 meter reading routes, Corn Belt dir¬ 
ectors and employees. 

Following a morning breakfast, an 
informal two-hour meeting was con¬ 
ducted. 

Of major interest to all was the 
report on the progress of the Area 
Meter Reading Program. Jerry Dur¬ 
flinger stated that as of October 1982, 
the following facts were available. 
Total meters read in the two years and 
10 months of the program’s existence 
have totalled 326,400. Over 19,000 
hours and more than 193,000 miles 
have been accumulated in the reading 
of your meter. The cost of reading 
your meter each month has been $.38 
from the inception of the program. 

A concern expressed by the area 
meter readers is the natural growth of 
trees, bushes, weeds, etc. that sur¬ 
round the member’s meter. We ask all 
members to please keep the area 
around the meter clear of this growth. 
The meter reader should be able to 
walk up to your meter. This accessabil- 
ity is required to read the meter and 
check the meter seal and meter base. 
This ensures you that your reading is 
valid and avoids an estimated bill. 

Other concerns addressed were dogs 

that harass meter readers, checking for tive, educational and beneficial as the 
tampered and missing meter seals and topics discussed will lead to an 
the recent rate increase. improved Area Meter Reading pro- 

The two hours spent were informa- gram. 

Snowmobiling 
is gaining in popularity 
as a winter sport. The winter 
snow cover offers thousands of Illinoisans 
the chance to use snowmobiles for fun and transportation. 

But winter's snow cover can conceal dangers for snowmobilers. 
More than half of the serious snowmobile injuries involve collisions with automobiles, 

other snowmobiles, trains, and fixed objects such as trees, fences, utility poles and guy wires. 
Be especially alert for the dangers of guy wires or other supports for utility poles. They 

can be difficult to see against a background of bright snow or during dawn or dusk hours. 
Watch for downed power lines, too. Your snowmobile could be wrecked if it runs across a 
downed line, and you could be seriously burned or even killed if the line is energized. 

And, if you do see a downed power line, mark the location. Then notify local authorities 
or the electric supplier in the area. 

Corn Belt Electric Cooperative Inc. Urges you to use extreme caution as you snow¬ 
mobile. Drive defensively to keep your snowmobiling fun and safe. 

Corn Belt Electric Cooperative Inc. 
P. O. Box 816, Bloomington, Illinois 61701 

1-800-322-6541 
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1983 
Annual 
Meeting 

; 

March 26 

Bloomington 

High School 

Past CBEC 
incorporator 

Harry A. Miller, 87, died October 15 
at Mennonite Hospital in Bloomington 
following a long illness. Funeral ser¬ 
vices were held at Metzler Memorial 
Home on October 18th with burial in 
East Lawn Cemetery. 

A native of Bloomington, Mr. Miller 
married Rachel Hindenburg in 1917. 
She preceded him in death in 1952. In 
1955, he married Florence Engle who 
survives. Mrs. Miller is a resident of the 
American Health Care Center in Nor¬ 
mal. Other survivors include one 
daughter, Beulah Miller, a long-time 
secretary at Corn Belt Electric; one 
son, Eugene Miller of Saybrook; a 
brother, Carl Miller of Hudson, and 
three grandchildren. 

A retired farmer in the Saybrook 
area, Mr. Miller was an incorporator of 
Corn Belt Electric Cooperative in 1938 
and served continuously as a member 
of its Board of Directors until his 
retirement in 1977. He also served 
several terms as a director of the Asso¬ 
ciation of Illinois Electric Cooperatives 

Harry A. Miller 
1895-1982 

and was a member of the McLean 
County Farm Bureau and the Centen¬ 
nial Christian Church. 

Mr. Miller, through his service to 
the members of Corn Belt Electric 
Cooperative, made a significant contri¬ 
bution to the development and pro¬ 
gress of the rural electrification pro¬ 
gram. The many, many hours of time 
he devoted to this cause and the Coop¬ 
erative will not be forgotten. 

We mourn his passing. 

SAVE ENERGY 
Chimney damper 
should fit tight to 
prevent fireplace drafts 

Pour loose insulation 
or install batting 

between ceiling joists 

Have loose or 
blanket insulation added 
to sidewalls 

Trees and shrubs 
near house will break 

force of wind 

Install storm 
windows and 

doors 

Caulk around basement 
walls, windows, and 
door frames 

Weatherize now 
before winter catches you cold 

/E INC.. BLOOMINGTON. ILLINOIS CORN BELT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC . BLOOMINGTON ILLINOIS 
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24th Annual 
Youth To Washington Essay-Speech Contest 
For high school students in sophomore or junior class — 1983 

SUBJECT: “YOU ARE HEAD OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY. 
IMPLEMENT YOUR ENERGY POLICY.” 

SPONSOR: CORN BELT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC. 
P. O. Box 816, BLOOMINGTON, IL 

Phone: (309) 662-5330 or 1-800-322-6541 toll free 
PRIZES: TWO — One week bus trips to Washington, D. C. — June 10-17, 1983 

A once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for two winners to receive an in-depth view of our government, including the White 
House, and personally meet with congressmen, senators, and other leaders, and usually meet with the President. 

All ten finalists will attend Illinois Youth Day at our State Capitol in Springfield, Tuesday, April 19, 1983, and 
personally meet with State leaders. 
8 RUNNERS-UP - $20.00 Cash * 
WHO MAY ENTER: Any high school student in sophomore or junior class (10th or 11th year) enrolled in a school district 
all or partly served by Corn Belt Electric Cooperative Inc. (members of families of this co-op board of directors or 
employees, or previous trip winners, are not eligible.) You do not need to receive service from Corn Belt to enter. 
FORM OF ESSAY: Must be typed on SVi inch by 11 inch paper, double spaced, one side only, and approximately 1,500 
words in length. Contestant’s name must not be on the paper. Entry blank must accompany essay, giving name, parent’s 
consent, etc. Essays in excess of 1,500 words will be accepted but will be penalized for each additional 100 words. The 
words “a, and, the”, etc. will be counted as words. Hyphenated words count as one word. Contestant's must count words 
and enter total word count at end of essay. 
LAST DATE OF MAILING: Essay and entry blanks must be at the office of Corn Belt Electric Cooperative Inc., P. O. 
Box 816, Bloomington, II. 61701, not later than noon, March 23, 1983. 

JUDGING: Essay will be graded by a committee of judges on the following basis: 
Originality of Essay 20 Points Composition 20 Points 
Content and Accuracy of Fact 20 Points Oral Presentation 40 Points 

Grading will be done first without the oral presentation. The ten highest scorers will be asked to give a 5-minute summary £ 
of their essay. 
DINNER AND CONTEST: Each of the ten high contestants, parents, and sponsors, will be invited to dinner on April 13th 
after which essays will be summarized by students and judged. “Sponsor” means the person or couple who interested or 
helped the contestant most. 

INFORMATION FOR CONTES¬ 
TANTS: Contestants may secure infor¬ 
mation anywhere available. The Co-op 
office will also send literature to every¬ 
one interested. All contestants are 
invited to come to Co-op office for 
additional information at any time. 
TO ENTER THIS CONTEST: 
1. Just send a card to Corn Belt Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative Inc., P. O. Box 816, 
Bloomington, II. 61701, requesting 
information material and an entry 
blank. Your Agriculture teacher, 
Home Economics teacher, English 
teacher, or Co-op members will be glad 
to help you. 
2. Send your essay with the entry 
blank to arrive not later than noon, 
March 23, 1983. 

ESSAY DEADLINE 

Essays and entry blanks must be received by noon, Wednesday, March 23, 
1983. Enter now! 

Corn Belt Electric Cooperative Inc. 
P. O. Box 816 
Bloomington, IL 61701 

Please send an entry blank and information concerning this summer’s 
“Youth to Washington” essay contest. 

Name Date 

Parents’ Name 

Address 

Telephone No. 

High School  

Age _Sex: Male 

Class Year 

Female 
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