
Robert Wagner, left, and Chris Bowron 
look over a map of New Zealand, to 

find Chris's home. Chris is the twelfth 

guest the Wagners have hosted from 

that country, and they have visited 

some of the others who enjoyed their 

hospitality. Wagner, a director of 
Western Illinois Electrical Coop., lives 

near Burnside. 

Gasoline, which costs the equivalent of 
about $2.20 a gallon in New Zealand, 
generally goes into smaller vehicles. 
Four-wheel-drive trucks are popular 
but about twice as expensive as they 
are here. Most are from Japan. 
Tractors and farm implements are 
smaller, too, mainly because of the 
limited tillable land. “Ford, Massey- 
Ferguson and International are all 
popular, but not the big ones. An 
80-100 horsepower tractor is a big 
one,” he says. 

The educational system differs, too. 
Bowron spent his first «ight years of 
school at home — studying by mail. 
“We only got mail twice a week, 
and I got two weeks’ worth of work at 
a time. After I got my eight years 
of schooling in by mail, I went to a 
boarding school about 100 miles from 
home,” he says. 

While there are differences in the 
way things are done in the two 
countries, there are also similarities, 
and one is the growing role the New 
Zealand government. “The largest 
segment of the economy seems to be 
government employees,” he says with 
a laugh, “but a lot of our other 
employment centers around 
agriculture and natural resources, such 
as pulp mills. 

“Carpet mills, woolen mills, trans¬ 
port for livestock and fertilizer works 
all employ a lot of workers, too, 
and so do the government-owned 
railroads.” 

While Bowron notes that there are 
many differences in the way the 
countries operate, there are many 
similarities, and it is interesting to 
compare. Thanks to hosts like the 
Wagners, there are such opportunities 
for visitors to see America. 

Baked-on decorator finish withstands 

normal operating temperatures. 

10-gauge fire box. Strong enough to 

last. Proven best for maximum heat 
conduction. 

Heavy-duty cast iron door resists 
warping. 

Secondary safety locking latch. 

Flexible heat-resistant door seals insure 

air-tight fire box. 

Safety smoke flap assembly on inner door^ 
opening. 

Manually adjustable draft control 

standard 

10-gauge steel, full-length, removable ash 
pan with wooden handle standard. 

Double heavy-duty cast iron grates for 

durability. 

Fire brick protects fire box, reflects 

heat for greater efficiency 

Rugged leveling bolts to keep unit 

stable and off damp floor 

Secondary heat chamber. Exhaust passes 
flame for added efficiency. (RC2400 

Honeywell limit-control 
activates blower at 

adjustable 
temperatures. 

Manual override. 

Distributor: WETZEL’S WOODBURNERS, 
IL 62298, For Information Phone (618) 939-3474 

DEALERS WANTED 

Air filter on cold air 

return reduces dust 

circulation. 

465 cf/m blower (One in RCI900, two 

in RC2400) brings in cold air. forces heated 

air into plenum. 

Route 1, Box 30B, Waterloo, 

 V 
# WC DUILD OLD-FASHIONCD Y 

CRAFTSMANSHIP INTO 
YOUR NCW HOMC. 

Over 30 years of quality building and knowledge goes 
into each stick-built NORDAAS AMERICAN HOME. 

No pre-fab or pre-cut with Nordaas American Homes. 
We build your home the old fashioned way. board-by- 
board, with expert crews to do the construction. 
What’s more we’ll build to your plan orany of the 1001 
plans you select from our files. Free plan service, free 
delivery of materials within 1000 miles.Send coupon 
or phone collect for color brochure and list of quality 
standards. Model home open daily 8-5 & Sunday 1-5 

You’re always welcome at our office and plant. 

NORDAAS AMCRICAN HOMCS 
Minnesota Lake, MN 56068, Dept. 

Phone: (507) 462-3331 

(Please Print) 

Address 

City  State. Zip. 

Phone. 

Now when you purchase a Nordaas American Home 
you’ll receive a $1000 credit towards light fixtures, 
NuTone electrical products, carpet, draperies, and 
furniture. Limited time offer!!! 

Save this ad for future discount! ^ 
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Cogeneration 

Allen Sisk 

Tri-Cow 
D. E. Hanes — President 

Norman Karg — Vice President 
Irvin Stanford — Sec.-Treas. 

Lou is P. 

Don Mite 
Preston C 

I’ve seen several recent magazine 
and newspaper articles promoting 
opportunities for “cogeneration.” 
Sooner or later you’re going to be 
exposed to it so we might as well 
start you here. 

Cogeneration is a 
process by which 
an electric utility 
customer generates 
all or part of his 
own electric power 
needs. He is 
connected with his 
utility so that extra 
needs are auto¬ 

matically provided by the utility and 
any surplus produced is automatically 
sold back to the utility. Although this 
hasn’t been common in recent years, 
that’s the way many utilities got 
started back around the turn of the 
century when various industries found 
they could sell their surplus or 
off-hours capacity to other businesses 
and individuals. As we enter the 
energy-scarce ’80’s, more and more 
people and industries are looking for 
ways to improve their energy 
efficiencies and make use of 
alternative energy sources. 
Interest in cogeneration has been 
renewed, but not just at the 
industrial level, it is even being 
promoted for individual consumers! 
The most likely form of such 
cogeneration in this part of the 
country is the windmill. (47-169) 

There isn’t any question of a 
utility’s willingness to tie into a 
consumer’s generator. The federal 
government, in an act known as 
PURPA, has decreed that we must 
interconnect with anyone who wants 
to cogenerate! Before you rush out to 
buy a windmill, however, there are 

some things you should know and 
questions you should ask. The people 

The wind 
and your 
heating bill 

Wind-forced infiltration of outside 
air into your home can be a problem, 
especially during the heating season. 
The wind’s path creates an intricate 
pattern of forces all around and on top 
of your house. 

Because these forces are invisible, 
there are not easily understood. 
However, you can feel drafts, see 
curtains fluttering and hear sounds 
which indicate the stresses and strains 
that the wind puts on your house. 

OXYGEN NEEDED 
You should recognize from the 

outset that a little infiltration of 
fresh air is desirable as well as 
necessary for the replenishing of 
oxygen in your home. Most homes 
have at least one complete air change 
an hour under average wind 

conditions. It takes about two hours 
for a tightly constructed, well- 
insulated, storm-sashed, weather- 
stripped, all-electric home to undergo 
a complete air change during average 
wind conditions. Homes with fossil 
fuel heating, water heating, clothes 
drying or cooking will need more air. 
(For every cubic foot of gas burned, 
ten cubic feet of air is needed to 
support combustion.) 

WINDY SEASON PROBLEMS 
February, March and April are 

the windiest months of the year. 
Therefore, this is the season with the 
greatest heat loss by infiltration. As 
the velocity of the wind rises, air 
changes occur more often. You 
may have noticed that on a windy 

in Washington and those behind some 
of the news articles seem not to have 
given much thought to many of the 
practical problems involved. 

The price paid to a cogenerator 
for his surplus power will depend on 
when and with what regularity it is 
provided, just as it does when we 
buy power from a wholesale supplier. 

A cogenerator must accept re¬ 
sponsibility for personal injuries and 
property damages caused by his 
operations directly and indirectly. 

The output of most windmills 

has unusual electronic characteristics. 
What about radio, TV, CB and other 
electronic interference? 

Who pays for special metering, 
meter readings, administration, safety 
and control equipment and other 
special costs of being interconnected? 
(6-36BI) 

Quite frankly there seem to be 
hundreds of better ways to invest 
your money, but if you are seriously 
interested in cogeneration we want 
to be in on the planning and design 
as early as possible. 
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Hi-Lites 
Jerry Corners 

Dan Hiestand 

Wayne Estes 

Look closely for your location 
number in this issue. If you find it, 
please notify Tri-County Electric 
Cooperative’s office and we will gladly 
mail you a four-dollar coupon to apply 
on your next month’s bill. Mr. Jim 
Littrell was our lucky winner last 
issue. 

day, you must raise the setting on 
your thermostat a little higher and, 
even then, you may feel somewhat 
chilly. This is because the wind is 
pushing cold air in and pulling warm 
air out of your house at a faster rate 
than normal. 

or other surrounding objects that 
obstruct wind flow. The exposed 
location of a large open area, or up on 
the windward side of a hill, or atop a 
hill, will naturally cause increased 
problems with infiltration. 

POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE 
WIND FORCES 

The wind exerts a positive pressure 
on the windward side of the house and 
pushes cold air in through the cracks 
around the doors and windows, 
through floors and walls, and into 
chimneys and exhaust fan ducts. 
(Chimneys have dampers which should 
be closed when they’re not in use. 
There’s not much that you can do to 
a back-draft damper on an exhaust 
fan, except lend an ear to its rattling 
on windy days.) 

As the wind whips over and around 
your house, it creates a vacuum or a 

negative pressure on the leeward side 
of the house. This negative pressure 
actually sucks the warm air out of the 
house. (42-1 OK) 

THE LOCATION FACTOR 
Many houses are sited so that 

prevailing winds will have less effect. 
Others are protected by other nearby 
buildings, evergreen trees, natural 

SOLUTIONS ARE OBVIOUS 
Now that you know the problem, 

the solutions become obvious: 
If you are planning to build, one 

of the first things you should consider 
is your location and what effect the 
prevailing winds will have on a house 
placed there. Secondly, you should 
give close attention to insulating 
around window and door frames, and 
around house comer posts while the 
house is being constructed. Thirdly, 
you should select windows of good 
quality construction with 
weather-stripping and tight sashes. 
Lastly, you should make sure that you 
insulate between floors if you’re 
building a multi-level house. 

For a house that’s already con¬ 
structed, you can still make most of 
the necessary corrections that you 
need to make to cut down on 
infiltration. The window and door 
frames can be caulked and storm 
windows and doors and weather¬ 
stripping can be installed. You can 

reduce the air infiltration that 
normally comes through the doors and 
windows by nearly one-third. Keep 
windows locked where possible. Be 
sure storm sashes are in their right 
tracks and lined up. (On most storm 

windows, the top and bottom sections 
of glass should be in the same track 
during the winter season.) 

Adequate insulation in the ceiling, 
under floors and in all outside walls 
will fill the spaces that are normally 
vulnerable to air currents. Under¬ 
pinning in crawl areas (with the 
ventilators closed on the windward 
side) will help with infiltration 
through floors. Be sure insulation is 
tight against the floor from the under¬ 
side. In the attic, see that the 
insulation covers all of the ceiling and 
no cracks are left between batts or 
next to ceiling joists. 

Caution: Keep insulation at least 
three inches away from the sides of 

light fixtures that recess into the attic 
and two feet away from their tops. 
(Section 410-66 National Electrical 
Code 1978 Edition). 

For the house built in an exposed 
location, triple glazing (insulated 
double glass windows with storm sash) 
would be most helpful. Planting a 
grove of evergreens in the windward 
side yard could eventually form a 
windbreak and, if properly arranged, 
would enhance the beauty and value 
of your property. 

BREATHING SLOWER 
If the above construction details are 

taken care of, the problem of infil¬ 
tration of outside air and loss of 
warm air due to wind forces will be 
solved and your house should be more 
comfortable at the normal thermostat 
setting. The energy you use will be less 
and you will be conserving valuable 
and irreplaceable energy resources. 
Moreover, you can breathe easier while 
your house is breathing slower. 
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40 BRAND NEW 

TOWELS sp! 
UNWOVEN COTTON OR RAYON - Assorted beautiful Pastel Colors 
BRAND NEW - NOT Seconds - 40 Towels for *1.75 or 80 for only 
$3.35.120 just *4.95. Super Quality. Pis. include 50c extra for pstg. 
and tiding with EACH set of 40 Towels you buy. We know Towels - 
we've sold 70,000.000 already. Fund Raisers write tor quantity 
prices Money-Back Guarantee. No C.O.O.'s. Pis. allow up to 6 wks. 
for delivery 
40 TOWEL CO. Dept. B-123 
315 No. 10th St. St. Louis, MO 63101 

Pwwwwmwwwww** 
LIFETIME 

I 

TANK COATINGS 
Stop all leaks in steel and 
concrete — Prevent rust forever. 
Roof coatings for tar paper, 
composition and cedar shingles, 
and metal buildings. Anyone can 
apply all coatings. 

Fix it once and forget it. This is 
our 30th year. Let us send you 
complete information 

VIRDEN PERMA-BILT CO. 
Box 71 601 N Ph.806-352-2761 

2821 Mays St. 
Amarillo, Texas 79109 

I 

i 

I 

I 

I 

I 

NOW PLANT 

Husky Young 
TREES 

AT 
Wholesale Prices 

Colorado Blue Spruce plus 26 
other evergreen varieties; Black 
Walnut plus 28 other deciduous 
trees including many hardwoods. 
Ideal for forestation, windbreaks, 
wildlife shelter and food, soil 
conservation. . .increase property 
value. Low quantity prices. 

Low Quantity Prices 

\£.N§) CPINE^ INC. 

Box 765 West Olive, Mich. 49460 
Phone 616 399-1620 

IINTER-STATE NURSERIES 

Inter-State Nurseries 
delivers ,™9; Iowa 51640 

Giant Ruffled 

Glads $100 
Postpaid & Guaranteed 

Double your money back 
if not completely satisfied. 
New and superior varieties...if 
bought by name they would cost $2.40. 
Colors range from white to purple, 
pink, rose, yellow, lavender, orange. 
This year we added Red Beauty, 
one of the brightest glads known. Big 
bulbs, 1 to I1/* inches across. Glads 
will bloom for you this summer. 

Free Spring Catalog 

3011 E Street, Hamburg, Iowa 51640 
I □ Free Spring Catalog □ 20 Glads $1.00 
■ NAME  

Home Wzatheri^gtion 
for 

Lower Cost Living Comfort 

Planning to Weatherize? 

You’ll find helpful tips in the book¬ 
let ‘Home Weatherization for Lower 
Cost Living Comfort.’ 

To order a copy, use the coupon 
on page 17. 

Published by the Electric Cooperatives of Illinois < 

Do-It-Yourselfers...Beat Inflatl 

Curtis Credit 
Makes It Possible 4 
to Become a Homeowner NOW! 
Do you have the desire for a home...but not the dollars to afford it? Check these Curtis credit 
features: ■ No big down payment. ■ Low, low monthly payments while building. 
■ Your lot may not have to be fully paid for. ■ No installment payments for 6 months 
after 1st delivery of materials.* 
Curtis does the hardest job, too. Our carpenters erect the frame on your foundation. Then 
you complete it with our step-by-step instructions. 
With Curtis you can stop waiting...if you are willing to start completing your home now! 
Send coupon or call. No obligation. 'Finance charge begins on date of first delivery. 

Allow three weeks for delivery or send 
$1.00 for priority handling. 

There's a representative near you! 
Phone (612) 542-4300 

T Send me your FREE Homes Catalog. 
1 CURTIS HOMES, Dept. IL-1 
1 2201 Florida Ave. So , Minneapolis, MN 55426 
■ 

1 

Complete It Yourself 1 

Curtis Homes 
If you have desire . We have the trust! 

1 
■ 7ip Phone ( ) 
* 1 plan to do □ all or □ part of the finishing. 
1 □ Enclosed is $1.00 for priority handling 

LOW COST HEATER 
Burns over 24 hrs. on low setting 
No more middle-of-the-night stokings 
Pays for itself in weeks 

to prevent drum burn-out 

Free info, about 15-30 gal. drum kits, heating 
water, drying wood, fireplace to wood stove and 
much, much more 

OUR 24th YEAR 

Before you spend $500 to $600 on a wood 
heater, try the Sotz Heater Kit for under $60 ... at 
our risk. If (within one year) you don't agree it out 
performs any wood heater money can buy, or 
(within lO years) if the kit cracks, warps, or burns up. 
your money will be refunded, including shipping 
charges. 

Kit converts a 55 gallon drum (not supplied) into a 
high capacity wood burner. Features large IIW 
square door opening, cam-lock door catch, and 
spark-proof design. Patented internal draft channel, 
draft control, and airtight design allow controlled, 
efficient heat, while limiting metal temperatures of 
barrel, to prevent burnup Use of draft control allows 
you to heat large or small areas. Basement installa¬ 
tion heats your entire home. Great for your garage, 
workshop, or cabin. Top drum squeezes 60% more 
BTU's from heat normally lost up the chimney. Heavy 
steel kit bolts together quick and easy. 

Thousands in use by U.S, Army, Novy. Depts. of 
Nat, Resources, Agriculture. Federal, state and local 
government agencies Assembled heater tested to 
|J,L, specs. Member BBB. 

Price delivered to your door: Bottom Kit $38.96. 
Top Kit $20.95 Master card - Visa welcomed 

| ADDRESS 

k\CITY ACHY STATE ZIP : / 
Glads will be shipped at proper planting time^^| 

Sotz Corporation, 13668 Station Rd., Columbia Station, OH 44028 
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New Adams Manager 

m Roger Mohrman, left, 

with Dean Searls 

Mohrman new Adams manager 
Roger C. Mohrman, an employee of 

Adams Electrical Co-Operative 
for 27 years, is the new manager of the 
Camp Point-based electric cooperative, 
replacing Dean L. Searls, who retired 
March 1 after almost 40 years as 
manager. 

Mohrman, an Adams County native 
who grew up on a farm near Quincy, is 
a graduate of Quincy High School 
and the University of Illinois (1951) 
with a bachelor of science degree in 
agriculture. Following service in the 
Air Force during the Korean War, 

Mohrman returned to Adams County 
and began work for the cooperative 
as power use advisor. He was named 
member services manager in 1962. 

Mohrman and wife Margie live near 
Camp Point, where he is active in a 
number of community, church and 
school activities. He served two terms 
as president of the Adams County 
Community School District 3, is a 
former president of the Camp Point 
Lions Club, is president and 
coordinator of the Adams-Brown- 
Schuyler Water Cooperative, has 

served on the boards of the Adams 
County Heart Association, Cancer 
Society and United Fund, is active in 
the Camp Point United Methodist 
Church, the Illinois Farm 
Electrification Council and the Power 
Use-Member Service Section of the 
Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives. Margie is also busy in 
the electric cooperative program as a 
Regional Committeewoman for the 
National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association. 

The Mohrmans have four children: 
Dennis Mohrman of Keokuk, Iowa, 
a YMCA director; Deborah Henry of 
Riverton, a first-grade teacher; DiAnn 
Hughes of Quincy, employed in the 
advertising department of Moorman 
Manufacturing Company, and Denise, 
a sixth grader at Camp Point 
Elementary School. They have two 
grandchildren. 

Searls’ retirement marked the end 
of a distinguished career in rural 
electrification. In addition to his 
work in Illinois, Searls served on three 
different occasions in overseas assign¬ 
ments to assist other countries with 
rural electrification. 

ADVERTISEMENT 

Afraid You’re 
Going Deaf? 
Chicago, 111.—A free offer of 
special interest to those who have 
trouble hearing has been an¬ 
nounced by Beltone. A non¬ 
operating model of one of the 
smallest Beltone aids of its kind 
will be given absolutely free to 
anyone requesting it. 

Send for this model, put it on 
and wear it in the privacy of your 
own home. While many people 
with a hearing loss will not receive 
any significant benefit from any 
hearing aid, this free model will 
show you how tiny hearing help 
can be. It is not a real hearing aid, 
and it’s yours to keep, free. The 
actual aid weighs less than a 
fourth of an ounce, and it’s all at 
ear level, in one unit. 

These models are free, so we 
suggest you write for yours now. 
Again, we repeat, there is no cost, 
and certainly no obligation. 
Thousands have already been 
mailed, so write today to Dept. 
C-501, Beltone Electronics Corp., 
4201 W. Victoria, Chicago, 
Illinois 60646. 

PUT THE CHAMP™ TO WORK FOR YOU! 

Assistance 
oney 
lan 

Handy, ambitious people don't have to wait to afford a home. Curtis has the "CHAMP" to put 
homeownership within your reach Now! There's no other building and financing plan like it 
anywhere. Curtis does the heavy difficult framing on your lot and foundation. You complete it 
with Curtis quality materials and simple, step-by-step instructions. Curtis arranges the easy 
credit during construction and has millions in permanent mortgage money available when 
you finish. Send for free details today. 

THE CHAMP WORKS FOR YOU! a Build without a fully paid for lot. 
■ No big down payment, no deposit. ■ 6 month price guarantee. 
■ No bank qualification at the start. ■ No installments til Fall 1981.' 
■ Low monthly payments. ■ Complete-it-yourself and save. 
■ Below market interest rates. ■ Long term mortgage money. 

'Finance charge accrues on date of first delivery. 

Send coupon or call. No obligation. 
Allow three weeks for delivery or send $1.00 for 
priority handling. 
There's a representative near you! 

Phone 1.800-358-9150 
Complete It Yourself 

Send me your FREE Homes Catalog. 
CURTIS HOMES, DEPT. IL-1 
327 5th St. WDIP, Perrysburg, OH 43551 
(Please Print) 

Name  

If you have desire...We have the trust! 

Address 

City   

County 

Zip 

Phone( 
I own or can get a lot. 
Enclosed is $1.00 for priority handling. 
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Current 
Comments 

by 
Allen Sisk, 
Manager 

“SPEAK OUT” SURVEY 
Our special thanks to the hundreds 

of members that took time to com¬ 
plete the “Speak Out” survey that 
we included in the “January-February 
Hi-Lites” Newsletter. The responses 
and comments are very interesting and 
will prove helpful to us in conducting 
the future activities of your 
cooperative. 

So far we’ve heard from approx¬ 
imately five percent of the member¬ 
ship — this means that about 95 per¬ 
cent have not completed and returned 
the questionnaire. Won’t you please 
take a few minutes and send your 
comments in — we’d like to hear from 
each and every one of you. However, 
we realize that a 20-25 percent return 
on any survey is considered good. The 
survey can be found in the center of 
your last copy of the “Hi-Lites” 
magazine. 

TREES! 
Trees and shrubs can help keep us 

warm in winter and cool in summer. 
Trees and shrubs brighten our land¬ 
scape and our outlook on life. When 
we see the buds on the trees begin to 
swell — we know spring is near. When 
the leaves finally appear — we know 
winter is behind us and a new growing 
season is here. 

I thoroughly enjoy the sight of 
trees, since my family and I have lived 
where trees were a scarce item. 

Trees, on the other hand, are a 
dangerous and costly problem for your 
rural cooperative. Hardly a day goes 
by that we don’t have at least one ser¬ 
vice problem caused by trees and 
nearly half of our service outages 
would not occur if there were no trees 
near enough to interfere with the lines. 
Our tree crew works full-time cutting, 
trimming and spraying to keep the 
lines clear. Even then, we have to hire 
outside help to try and “catch up” 
from time to time. All of this costs 
money and shows up in the bills you 

Tri-Cour 
D. E. Hanes — President 

Norman Karg — Vice President 

Irvin Stanford — Sec.-Treas. 

Louis P. 
Don Mit 

Preston ( 

pay. 
You, as a member, can make a 

tremendous contribution to holding 
down or eliminating right-of-way 
costs: 

1. Don’t plant anything within 30 
feet of a high voltage line if it 
can grow taller than 15 feet. If 
the trunk of a taller planting is 
closer than 30 feet, it will 
eventually have to be trimmed 
and in the process lose its 
natural shape. 

2. Keep fence rows and other 
right-of-way on your property 
from growing up into the lines, 
to eliminate the problem for us. 
Don’t, however, attempt to cut 
trees that have already grown up 
into the lines or that will likely 
fall into them when cut. 

3. Help us do our job more 
quickly, with less cost, by dis¬ 
posing of brush and downed 
trees for us. It costs us more 
time and money to get rid of 
what we cut than it does to do 
the cutting and trimming. 

4. Think twice about insisting that 
we trim a tree instead of cutting 
it down. A trim job lasts only 
two to five years, depending on 
how much we are allowed to 
trim, and a trimmed tree is 
usually “less natural” looking no 
matter how carefully the work is 
done. It costs us less than twice 
as much to cut a tree as to trim 
it and the cost is “one time,” 
instead of being repeated every 
few years. In most cases some 
careful thought to planting trees 
away from the line and shrubs or 
bushes on or near the right-of- 
way will give you a more attrac¬ 
tive appearance, safer property, 
better service and lower costs. 
Please note: What I have said 
above applies primarily to the 
bare, high-voltage lines up to 

Trees and shr 
your home frc 

You can conserve energy, believe it 
or not, by planting trees and shrubs 
around your house. Trees offer you 
shade in the summer and break the 
wind in the winter. Vines can deflect 
sunlight in the summer and insulate in 
the winter. 

Heavy winter winds in Illinois 
usually come from the north and west, 
so windbreak trees are generally most 
useful when planted on those sides. 
You may find it helpful to plant an 
extension on the east, too. At any 
rate, you should be sure to find out 
the direction of prevailing winter 
winds and plant your windbreak — or 
windbreaks — where they will be most 

your transformer. The insulated 
low-voltage lines from the trans¬ 
former to your meter do not 
need much protection, although 
they shouldn’t be allowed to rub 
anything. 

If you have a question about our 
right-of-way programs, how they 
affect you or what you can do to help, 
please call to discuss them with us. 
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Hi-Lites 
Jerry Corners 
Dan Hiestand 

Wayne Estes © NRECA 

Look dosely for your location number 
in this issue. If you find it, please 
notify Tri-County Electric Coopera¬ 
tive’s office and we will gladly mail 

you a four-dollar coupon to apply on 
your next month’s bill. 

can protect 
veather effects 

effective. 38-36 Y 1 

Trees which reach a height of one 
and one-half times the height of the 
house should be planted at a distance 
of four to six times their mature 
height from the house, if space per¬ 
mits. While a single row of trees is ade¬ 
quate, another row would help, again 
if space permits. Remember you aren’t 
trying to build a solid barricade against 
the wind. You just want to break it 
up somewhat. 

Since windbreak trees work for you 
in the winter, you’ll need to plant 
evergreens on the windward side of 
your house. 

For shade, plant deciduous trees on 
the west and south sides of your 
house. In the summer, they will fill 
out and shade your buildings and the 
leaves will fall off early enough that 
they will not keep the sun off during 
the winter cold. 

If, for some reason, you cannot 
shade your house with trees, awnings 
or permanent sunshades will do the 
job, but only on the south side. They 
will not work on the east and west. 

When planning, it is extremely 
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important to be careful where you 
plant your trees! Do not plant them 
where their roots can get tangled up in 
water pipes or underground utility 
lines. Also, be careful not to plant 
them where they will grow into 
overhead electric lines. You should 
also avoid planting trees where their 
limbs may hang over a driveway and 
get in the way, or where limbs may fall 
onto the house during high winds. You 
may choose to avoid those trees that 
drop sticky fruits on the ground. 
Whatever the case, the choice of trees 
is a matter of taste. You would be 
wise, probably, to consult with your 
friendly nurseryman or landscape 
architect about your tree planting 
plans. 28-4B 

Vines can help, too. Deciduous 
vines, such as Boston Ivy or Virginia 
Creeper, can help you save energy, if 
you plant them along your south and 
west walls where they will deflect 
sunlight. This cooling effect is even 
more noticeable when the vine is 
grown on a trellis attached to the wall 
so air can circulate between the vine 
and the building. 

For winter warmth, an evergreen 
vine such as English Ivy is effective 
when grown on a sun-starved north 
wall, where leaves deflect cold and 
stems have an insulating effect. 

You would be wise to use a wall 
trellis for your vines if yours is a frame 
home, because this prevents clinging 
ivy from growing in between boards 
and causing rot. 

While shading your home and build¬ 
ing windbreaks will not work miracles 
for you, it can help. Any method 
that stops the sun before it gets into 
the house is several times as effective 
at keeping you cool as curtains and 

blinds on the inside. 
So, when spring is almost here, it is 

time to start thinking about where to 
plant those trees to save energy in the 
future, for the future. 

We want to help you, and it’s 
absolutely free!! 

We’re talking about doing a home 
weatherization survey of your house — 
old or new — and then telling you 
what can be done to make it more 
comfortable and less expensive to heat 
and cool. 

We’ll personally check your home 
thoroughly and complete a survey 
form. You’ll be told the practical 
improvements that need to be made. 
We’ll even help you find financial 
sources if you desire. If you’re the do- 
it-yourself type, we’ll recommend 
the materials you’ll need to finish the 
job. 

There’s no obligation for you to do 
anything after we complete the survey. 
Our only interests are saving you 
money and conserving all the electri¬ 
city we can. 45-10A 

The weatherization survey is avail¬ 
able to anyone on our lines, and to 
apply, contact us. 

You have nothing to lose, except 
higher electric bills. 
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Farmers Union members told 

Thompson pledges working farmer as Ag head 
Mrw\he next Illinois Director of 

Agriculture will be a working 
farmer,” Governor James Thompson 
told those attending the Illinois 
Farmers Union annual meeting during 
February in Springfield. “I’m going to 
find the best person I can in the 
state,” Thompson added, “and I 
guarantee you he’ll be a working 

farmer.” 
The Governor added that the 

departure of John Block, former 
Director of Agriculture, has made the 
choice a difficult one, and that some 
of the staffers Block took with him to 
Washington might have merited con¬ 
sideration. 

Block’s quick selection to the 

Fireplace Owners, 
Solve Your Home-Heating Costs. . .NOW! 
FREE HEAT MACHINE® 

Warm Home SAVE MONEY! 
THE FREE HEAT MACHINE® can be used 

independent of, or in conjunction with, your exist¬ 
ing heating system and can substantially reduce 
your heating bill. 

For instance, if you build a typical fire with three 
logs, your FREE HEAT MACHINE® will produce 
38,000 BTU’s of usable heat. That’s enough to 
heat 1,800 to 2,000 square feet of living area. 

Any solid fuel (wood, coal, paper logs, etc.) can 
be used. Since the machine is so efficient, you will 
use less fuel than you use now. 

The only other cost to operate the unit is for 
electrical power to run the two blowers. That’s 
less than 150 watts, or the same as one light bulb! 

Clip and Mail Today:   

NAME  

ADDRESS 

CITY _ __ 

HOME PHONE  

BUS PHONE   

_ STATE   

We would like to have free and without obligation, more information on your Free Heat 
Machine® for our home. In order to better help you estimate what size Free Heat Machine® 
would best fit our fireplace and how much we could save on our winter utility bills, we have fill¬ 
ed in the following information: 

Clean Out Trap 

Approximate winter utility bill: 

Central Duct-work 

 Yes  f 

Electric: $ . 

Fuel Oil: $ . 

Fireplace: 
Rock:   

Other:   

_per mo. 

_per mo. 

Wood Use Per Year   

Natural Gas: $ . 

 Cord  

_ Brick: 

Fireplace Dimensions: 

Height inches 

Rear Width inches 

Front Width inches 

Depth inches 

(From front of opening 
to back of fire box.) 

1 

WIDTH | 

HEIGr 

FRONT 

1 1 i . 

n V 
DEPTH i 

^ 1 i. 

5 Year Warranty 

On Heat Exchanger! 

(^) Listed 

U S. Patent 3938496 

• Two 2-speed air blowers of ef¬ 
ficiency and quiet operation. 

• Air filters protect blowers from 
dust, extend blower life. 

• Glass doors prevent heated room 
air from escaping up chimney. 

• Competitively tested and recom¬ 
mended by a major utility. 

• Quality construction, built to last. 

• Easy to install without any alter¬ 
ations to existing masonry fire¬ 
places. 

• Just six models fit 95% of all 
home fireplaces. 

We know of no other unit that puts 
out as much heat as the FREE 
HEAT MACHINE®! 

See The Amazing 

FREE HEAT MACHINE 
Can Pay for Itself In LESS than 2 Years! 

FREE HEAT DISTRIBUTORS, INC. 
Some areas still open for Dealerships. 

8744 East 46th • Tulsa, Oklahoma 74145 • (918) 663-3590 

national post, heartily endorsed by the 
Farmers Union, boosted the state’s 
prestige and given Illinois more 
influence, the Governor added. 

“We’ve been leaders in the Illinois 
Agriculture Department — to the point 

where, in the decision of U. S. Agri¬ 
culture Secretary, Block was by far the 
clear choice,” he said. 

While the governof’s quest for a 
working farmer was good news for his 
audience, he also brought less happy 
tidings to the meeting. 

“I’d like your support for increases 
in the gas, liquor and cigarette taxes 
and license plate fees,” he told them. 
The gas tax hasn’t been raised in ten 
years, and I don’t know anything that 
hasn’t gone up in ten years except 
the price of com,” he said. 

“I’ve had calls for better roads and 
transportation in Illinois, and every¬ 
body knows they’re going to have to 
be paid for, so I assume they’re willing 
to go along with higher taxes. If you 
don’t think we need a better system — 
or if you’re not willing to pay for it — 
write me a letter. If you do, write your 
congressman.” 

Harold Dodd, a Loami farmer and 
president of the IFU, told his audience 
that the organization was proud of its 
successful efforts to have sales taxes 
removed from any farm equipment 
costing more than $1,000. “This 
climaxes a four-year effort, he said, 
“and we were able to get an eight- 
percent upper limit freeze on farmland 
assessments. 

“We are still very concerned with 
the exodus from the farm,” he said, 
“and statistics show that nearly 2,200 
farmers leave the land every week of 
the year.” 

Senator Alan Dixon addressed the 
meeting, congratulating the members 
on a legislative job well done. He 

warned of cuts in the federal budget, 
but added that they would be fair 
cuts, with every sector of the economy 
taking its share of the bitter medicine. 

(Editor’s note: Governor Thompson 
fulfilled the pledge made to Farmers 
Union, naming Morgan County farmer 
Larry Werries as Illinois Director of 
Agriculture on March 3.) 
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How to write to your elected officials 
When you write to an elected 

official, there are several 
generally accepted guidelines to ensure 
that your message is properly 
expressed. Keep your letter as brief 
and to the point as possible. If you are 
expressing your individual position, 
use your own stationery and your own 
words. Form letters and postcards 
have little impact. Type, if possible, or 
write legibly. Identify the subject 
clearly; if there is a House or Senate 
bill number, use it. Give your reason 
for writing, explaining how the issue 
will affect you, your family, your 
business or your community. If 
you have special credentials or know¬ 
ledge, point it out. Be courteous, 
and remember that you are trying to 

convince, not argue. Avoid name 
calling. If you have met the official, 
draw attention to that fact. Ask 

Dear Mr. President: 

To write your Congressman: 
The Hon  
U. S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

Dear Congressman   : 

the official to state his or her position 
on the issue; as a constitutent, you are 
entided to know. 

Dear Senator Percy: 

The Hon. Alan J. Dixon 
Room 456 
Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 20510 

Dear Senator Dixon: 

Addressing your letter to U.S. and Illinois officials 

President of the United States 
President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

United States Senators 
The Hon. Charles H. Percy 
Room 4321 
Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 20510 

Upper&Lower Dentures 
• High Quality at Budget Prices 
• In by 10 a.m.; out that same 

afternoon with your new 
dentures 

• Fitted by Licensed Dentists 
• Will accept insurance and 

Medicaid 
• Complete dental services 

offered. 

We’ll meet your bus, make 
your motel reservations, 

if needed 
Free hookup if you come 
by recreational vehicle! 
Write or call today for complete 

free details. You are not 
obligated in any way. 

Frederick C. Lauer DDS 
Mid-America 

Denture Clinic 

Bus. Loop 1-44 West, Rt. 3, Box 19C 
Mt. Vernon, Mo. 65712 

(417)466-7196 

our patients now number 
in the thousands ...all the 

way from Maine to 
California, Canada to 

South America, Florida 
to Washington. 

i WC DUILD OLD-FASHIONCD 
CRAFTSMANSHIP INTO 
YOUR NCW HOMC. 

Over 30 years of quality building and knowledge goes 

into each stick-built NORDAAS AMERICAN HOME. 

No pre-fab or pre-cut with Nordaas American Homes. 
We build your home the old fashioned way, board-by¬ 
board, with expert crews to do the construction. 
What’s more we’ll build to your plan or any of the 1001 
plans you select from our files. Free plan service, free 
delivery of materials within 1000 miles.Send coupon 
or phone collect for color brochure and list of quality 
standards. Model home open daily 8-5 & Sunday 1-5 
You're always welcome at our office and plant 

NORDAAS AMCRKAN HOMCS 

Now when you purchase a Nordaas American Home 
you’ll receive a $1000 credit towards light fixtures. 
NuTone electrical products, carpet, draperies, and 
furniture. Limited time offer H! 

Save this ad for future discount! is ad tor tuture discount! 
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Current 
Comments 

by 
Allen Sisk, 
Manager 

OVERTIME CALLS 
Each year we budget sufficient 

funds to cover overtime labor and 
other costs associated with trouble 
shooting at night, on weekends and 
on holidays. Call (618) 244-5151 — 
collect if necessary — to report outages 
or conditions that are hazardous 
to people or property. When the 
problem is with the cooperative’s 
distribution system, a crew will be 
sent out to solve the problem as soon 
as possible. 

In those cases where we can 
determine over the phone that 
necessary service is not being inter¬ 
rupted and that no hazard exists, 
we will generally postpone the work 
until the next regular working day 
in order to save the high cost of 
sending a crew out on overtime. 
However, if there is any doubt, we’ll 
take care of the problem as soon 
as possible after learning there is a 
problem. 

Frequently we receive calls from 
members reporting electrical service 
problems, where it can readily be 
determined over the phone that the 
problem is in the customer’s own 
wiring. During the working day, the 
linemen will sometimes visit the site 
and help the consumer determine an 
approach to solving the difficulty. This 
is done as a service to the members, if 
it will not interfere with work that 
must be done that day. During non¬ 
working hours, though, the cost of 
providing that service would be so 
much that it would be inappropriate 
to send a crew out on overtime to 
solve a member’s own wiring problem. 
It would not be fair to the other 
members to have to pay for that 
type of private service to one 
consumer. Also, private electrical 
contractors could have some legitimate 
objections. (24-20G) 

ELECTRICAL HAZARDS 
Because of the exceptionally high 

cost of underground power lines, we’ll 
have to tolerate poles and overhead 
lines for a long time. Although the 
lines are constructed and maintained 
according to recognized standards, 
there is no way to avoid all hazards. 

When the system was first built, 
most farmers had horses or small 
tractors. Few anticipated the large 
equipment many of you now use and 
not many had hopes of growing 
enough to require the large augers in 
use. The large self-propelled combines 
reach so high that it is easy for some¬ 
thing to go wrong and result in an 
accident. 

If an accident does occur and you 
are in a vehicle making contact with a 
power line, make no attempt to climb 
down from the vehicle. If you must 
leave the vehicle, check to be sure 
the area is clear and jump off. Always 
assume that the lines are still energized 
and keep everyone clear until coop¬ 
erative personnel have repaired the 
line. 6-35D4 

YOUR ANTENNA 
Your antenna could put you in 

touch with a lot more than you 
bargained for. Extending the range of 
your antenna is one thing. Reaching 
our power lines, via your antenna, 
could be fatal. Hundreds of persons in 
the U. S. have been electrocuted in 
this manner in the past several years. 
So, before you put up your antenna, 
here are a few suggestions you should 
follow. 

First, we recommend you have a 
professional do it for you, especially 
if your assembly is over 30 feet tall. 
If you’re determined to do it yourself, 

look out for power lines, both the 
ones between poles and the ones 
attached to your house. If you can’t 
tell a power line from a phone line, 
don’t gamble with your life, steer 
clear. If you have questions about our 
power lines call us. 

Then, make sure you locate your 

Tri-Cou 
D. E. Hanes — President 
Norman Karg — Vice President 

Irvin Stanford — Sec.-Treas. 

Responsible Electric 
Modern farming requires the use of 

of accidents are caused by careless handlir 
your power supplier, we urge you to use 
lines and utility poles and to avoid any ct 

Head* Up When Raising 
and Lowering Antennae 

Hetid' Up 
Don ) Maneuver r 

Heads L/s 
When Working 

Amumi 
Electric Wires 

antenna (including supporting mast 
and guy wires) at least two times its 
total height from all power lines. That 
way, if it falls during installation, 
or gets blown down during a storm, 
it won’t hit any lines and endanger 
you or your neighbors. 

Trying to carry an antenna, climb 
a ladder and keep your balance all at 
the same time is risky business, too. 
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Hi-Lites 
Jerry Corners 
Dan Hiestand 

Wayne Estes 

T 
dent Control Today 
ex machinery. Each year a tragic number 
equipment around electric power lines. As 
all times — to watch for overhead power 
this potentially lethal power equipment. 

Get a few people to help you and wait 
for a calm, dry day to do the job. 
Assemble the antenna where you 
intend to put it up. To guard against 
damage or injury from lightning, 
provide a spark-gap or some other 
lightning protector for your antenna, 
and be sure to ground the mast or 
other support structure properly. 

Look closely for your location number 
in this issue. If you find it, please 
notify Tri-County Electric Coopera¬ 
tive’s office and we will gladly mail 
you a four-dollar coupon to apply on 
your next month’s bill. 

How to check 
farm wiring 

Occasionally we have a member 
who finds he has a ground on his farm 
wiring system and has probably wasted 
a considerable number of kWh before 
making the discovery. By using the 
following procedure, you can check 
your farm wiring system for grounds: 

Turn off ALL appliances, 
equipment and lights. Be sure to 
disconnect everything — even the 
electric clocks. 

Check the revolving disc in the 
electric meter. It may move slowly 
either forward or backward, but will 
stop before it makes a full turn. This is 
normal. 

If the disc continues to rotate, 
electric current is being used. Dis¬ 
connect at the fuse box, one circuit at 
a time. If the meter stops, this 
indicates that the trouble is in the 
circuit that was last disconnected. 

Meters do not run unless electricity is 
being used. 

If the disc still continues to rotate 
after ALL circuits have been dis¬ 
connected, this indicates that the 
trouble is between the meter and 
the fuse box. Trouble may be in the 
service entrance cable, trees, windmill 
frames, or ground wires may be the 
cause of trouble. 

Electricity leaks are more common 
during wet weather. The trouble can 
often be located around the water 
pumps, shop equipment or entrances 
to buildings. 

If you are unable to locate the 
ground, call your electrician. 

If your electrician is unable to 
locate the ground, then contact us. 

Phone 244-5151 

P.S. The above procedure will work 
for individual homes also. 

One kilowatts one horsepower 

How much does it cost to run a 
one horsepower motor for 24 hours a 
day? 

Many learn in physics class that 
,one HP is the same as 746 watts. 
This is true, and if the electric motor is 
100 percent efficient, it will take 746 
watts to run it. 

However, the efficiency of an 
electric motor is about 75 percent. So, 
a one-HP motor will take approx¬ 
imately 1,000 watts, or one kilowatt. 
Smaller motors are a little less efficient 
and larger ones are a little more 
efficient but, for general purposes, we 
can figure that one kilowatt-hour of 
electricity will give close to one 

horsepower hour on the drive belt. 
Therefore, a one KW load that’s 

turned on for 24 hours will use 24 
KWH. (12-24E) 

Follow Instructions! 
Use appliances the way 
they are meant to be used, 
ana keep them in good 
condition with 1 

cleaning and 
maintenance. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

Don’t Blame Your 
Age For 
Poor Hearing 
Chicago, 111.—A free offer of 
special interest to those who have 
trouble hearing has been an¬ 
nounced by Beltone. A tiny 
modern hearing aid often can 
help. A non-operating model of 
one of the smallest Beltone aids 
of its kind will be given absolute¬ 
ly free to anyone requesting it 

Send for this non-operating 
model, put it on and wear it in the 
privacy of your own home. It is 
not a real hearing aid, but will 
show you how tiny hearing help 
can be, and it’s yours to keep 
free. The actual aid weighs less 
than a fourth of an ounce, and 
it’s all at ear level, in one unit. 

These models are free, so we 
suggest you write for yours now. 
Again, we repeat, there is no 
cost, and certainly no obligation. 
Thousands have already been 
mailed, so write today to Dept. 
4347 Beltone Electronics, 4201 
W. Victoria St., Chicago, 111. 
60646. 

TILLER USERS... 

j Sta 

Can your machine 
do all of this? 

The TROY-BILT® ROTO TILLER-POWER COM- 
POSTER can do all this and more! That's why 

serious gardeners consider it the 
finest tiller available. See for 

yourself! For complete details, 
OFF-SEASON SAVINGS, and FREE 

24-page booklet clip this and 
mail today to: 

TROY-BILT® Tillers 
102nd St.& 

Ave., 
Troy, N.Y. 

12180 

if Handle with just ONE HAND. 
if EVENLY break, turn & till soil. 
if Shred vegetation without tangling. 
if Leave NO WHEELMARKS or FOOTPRINTS. 

Troy, N.Y. 12180 

Please send the whole wonderful story of TROY- 
BILT® Roto Tillers including prices and OFF¬ 
SEASON-SAVINGS now.in effect for a limited time. 

(Please Print Clearly) 
Mr. 
Mrs.   
MS. 
Address   

City 

FACTORY 

COM 

PARE 

AT 

“Not a 
Mustang. 
We have a 

2" Bigger Cut” 26’ 
and Other Features 

CUT 
& Stratton 

engine tiding 
lawn mowers 

All Attachments 
Available 

Order now or send for free brochure while they last! 

CONTINENTAL MFG’DEPT^IM 
3205 E. Abrams St. Arlington, Tx 76010 

STEEL TUBING 
and 

PIPE SECONDS 
12<t per. lb. and up 

STEEL, INC. 
Rt. 16, East 

P. O. Box 89 
Gillespie, IL. 62033 

AC 217/839-2121 

Thousands of sizes of 
tubing and pipe available 

at economical prices! 

FIRM OFFERS AFFORDABLE SOLUTION 
FOR TODAY'S HOME FINANCING 

Most families in need of credit to build a 
home can still get it, says an official of 
Curtis Homes, a builder of complete-it- 
yourself custom homes in this area. 

Curtis, according to Ted Sterling, repre¬ 
sentative, has access to millions of dollars 
to finance its homes. The Curtis Homes 
Assistance Money Plan (CHAMP) was 
created to enable home buyers willing to 
contribute their own labor to obtain easy 
credit terms with below market interest 
rates, no big down payment and low 
monthly payments during the construc¬ 
tion period. Since Curtis is not a bank, 
the company sets its own liberal credit 
standards. 

Curtis also provides assistance in ob¬ 
taining long-term financing for its 
customers. 

THOUSANDS CAN BE SAVED 
The official outlined other features of the 
Curtis program for helping people low on 
cash and high in ambition to get a much- 
needed home: 

• Curtis carpenters do the heavy 
framing on the purchaser’s lot and 
foundation. The lot may not have 
to be fully paid for. 

• Purchasers may choose from one of 
17 basic plans or build a custom 
home from their own plans. 

• Finishing materials and supplies are 
furnished by Curtis. 

• The purchaser is responsible for 
completing the home and thus can 
save thousands of dollars in profes¬ 
sional labor and middleman profits. 
Detailed step-by-step instructions 
are supplied by Curtis. If desired, 
some or all of the finishing work 
may be sub-contracted. 

• Monthly installment payments are 
delayed six months after construc¬ 
tion starts to help the owner avoid 
two shelter payments. 

“Our entire approach has been to help 
solve the high cost of housing problems 
for families with the energy and ambition 
to make a work investment. We have the 
financial resources to assist many more 
families to achieve their dream home 
now,” the representative added. 

For full details and free color catalog, 
call locally 309/692-7268, or toll free 
1-800-358-9150, or mail the coupon 
today. 

r  -i 
■ Send me your FREE Homes Catalog. I 

jCuitis Homes oept >L 1 E 
I 2201 Florida Ave So . Minneapolis. MN 55425| 
| 3 27 5 th St., WDIP, Perrysburg, OH 43 551 I 

I Address 
I 

Jzip Phone ( )  

• I plan to do □ all or □ part of the finishing. 
■ □ Enclosed is $1 00 for priority handling. 
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for the project. “Louisan was very 
forceful and determined and we 
found out later that she put a lot of 
her own money into the show.” 

“Our approach was one of conser¬ 
vation,” says Mamer. “it was no 
gingerbread, high-power promotion 
deal, because in the 30s nobody had 
any money and during the war there 
were no materials for appliances. We 
had to show people how to save 
energy, money and time.” 

So for a year-and-a-half, Mamer 
lived and worked out of the trailer. 

Mamer and Teare would arrive in 
town a few days early to meet with 
the co-op board members and get 
them to suppon the show with money 
and labor. Ten to 12 hours would be 
spent setting up huge circus-style 
canvas tents, often in the middle of a 
farmer’s pasture. In the evening, 
Mamer would demonstrate lighting 
equipment, telling her audience which 

lamps were best for cooking or 
reading. She had written a brochure, 

“Good Lighting at Low Cost,” to 
distribute among the co-op members 
and their neighbors. Similar demon¬ 
strations would be held the next day 
for laundry equipment, kitchen 
appliances and farm equipment. As 
many as 500 to 800 people came to 
these early shows, under tents, or in 
community halls in the winter, to see 
how these gadgets might “relieve them 
of the drudgery of farm work and 
lengthen their lives.” 

Always busy, Mamer during her 
working years thrived on only four or 
five hours sleep a day. Her interests 
range from rural sociology to electrical 
engineering to lapidary, the art of 
cutting gems which she shares with her 
husband, who is also retired. On the 
farm tour she lectured on electric 
conservation and she still practices it 
in her home, preferring small table top 

/ V m WC DUILD OLD-FASHIONCD 1 
CRAFTSMANSHIP INTO 
YOUR NCW HOMC. 

Over 30 years of quality building and knowledge goes 
into each stick-built NORDAAS AMERICAN HOME. 

No pre-fab or pre-cut with Nordaas American Homes. 
We build your home the old fashioned way, board-by- 
board, with expert crews to do the construction. 
What's more we’ll build to your plan orany of the 1001 
plans you select from our files. Free plan service, free 
delivery of materials within 1000 miles.Send coupon 
or phone collect for color brochure and list of quality 
standards. Model home open daily 8-5 & Sunday 1-5 

You’re always welcome at our office and plant. 

NORDAAS AMCRICAN HOMCS 
Minnesota Lake, MN 56068, Dept. 69L 

Phone: (507) 462-3331 

Now when you purchase a Nordaas American Home 
you'll receive a $1000 credit towards light fixtures. 
NuTone electrical products, carpet, draperies, and 
furniture. Limited time offer,l! 

Save this ad for future discount ts ad tor tuture discount! 

appliances — a roaster, a toaster 
oven, well cookers and electric frying 
pans — to a full-size stove and oven. 

Mamer’s home is packed with other 
reminders of her REA days. 
Bookshelves are crowded with well- 
thumbed volumes and vases and tiny 
wooden boxes — gifts from foreign 
officials she visited, exchanging ideas 
about electricity in remote areas. The 
large, hand-cut gems recall her demon¬ 
strations of gem cutting as a way for 
farmers to earn additional income. 

Mamer went back to her office 
after retiring to delegate handling of 
several history-packed file folders to 

member of the staff, files which she 
hadn’t had the time to organize until 
now. “Twice my job was abolished by 
Republican administrations, in 1953 
and ’72. I didn’t have time to clean 
out my desk before they moved us 
utilization people, so I just kept 
collecting,” she said. 

Upper&Lower Dentures 
• High Quality at Budget Prices 
• In by 10 a.m.; out that same 

afternoon with your new 
dentures 

• Fitted by Licensed Dentists 
• Will accept insurance and 

Medicaid 
• Complete dental services 

offered. 

We’ll meet your bus, make 
your motel reservations, 

if needed 
Free hookup if you come 
by recreational vehicle! 
Write or call today for complete 

free details. You are not 
 obligated in any way.  

Frederick C. Lauer DDS 
Mid-America 

Denture Clinic 

Bus. Loop 1-44 West 
Rt. 3, Box 19C, Dept. I L. 

Mt. Vernon, Mo. 65712 (417) 466-7196 

our patients now number 
in the thousands ...all the 

way from Maine to 
California, Canada to 

South America, Florida 
to Washington. 
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Current 
Comments 

by 
Allen Sisk, 

Manager 

Probably half of the Tri-County 
members don’t remember what life 

Allen Sisk agree) “who cares?”. 
Manager The days of 

pumping water by hand, feeding and 
milking cows by hand are long gone 
and we’re interested in today and the 
next few years. (Notice we did not 
say “the future” as we don’t think 
we’re ready to worry about the 
next generation.) 

Today, the smoky kerosene lamp, 
the wood burning stove and “outdoor 
plumbing” are considered energy 
saving “fun” items — “the way to 
go.” Some of the “new” energy saving 
devices help to reduce the amount of 
electricity used; however, many don’t 
do much for the pocketbook in the 
long run. (39-18M) 

The substation pictured in the 
next column is the Ashley substation. 
It was the first substation energized on 
the lines of Tri-County Electric. It 
first began to serve your cooperative 
42 years ago this month. There were 
only about 400 members and about 
100 miles of line then, and the average 
family used only 40 KWH of electri¬ 
city per month. Just think, our electric 
bill would only be $8.57 per month, 
today, if we’d cut our usage back to 
40 KWH per month. We could do it 
too! All we’d need to do would 
be take out all but one 40-watt bulb 

per room, trade our frostfree 
refrigerator and deep freeze for an ice 
box, cook and heat water on a wood 
stove, build an outhouse and board up 
the bathroom, trade our TV’s and 
radios for a battery radio, heat our 
house with wood in winter and sit 
in the shade in summer (no air 
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conditioner). We probably could run a 
small fan at night, if we were very 
careful to turn all the 40-watt bulbs 
off when not in use. 

Some of the above sounds like fun 
— especially if it could involve a cabin 
on a good fishing lake (for one or two 
weeks, at the most). Seriously, many 
of us have allowed ourselves to 
become very spoiled and wasteful of 
energy and our money. 

The energy cost involved in pre¬ 
paring breakfast for the average 
family is far less than the cost of one 
cup of coffee at our favorite 
restaurant. Based on the average rate 
of five cents per kilowatt hour, it 
would cost just 15 cents to operate a 
frypan, toaster and coffee pot to fix 
the breakfast and provide the kitchen 
light, clock and radio. In addition, 
you’d have enough change left from 
that cup of coffee that you didn’t 
purchase at the restaurant to wash the 
dishes, mn the garbage disposal, 
keep the furnace fan running and heat 
enough water to take a quick shower. 
We need to consider the convenience 
behind the cost. 

People pay their electric bills 30 to 
45 days after they have used the 
electricity and tend to forget all of the 
jobs it has done for them. You 
purchase gasoline or food before 
you receive its benefits and have to 

Tri-Cour 
D. E. Hanes — President Louis P. \i 

Norman Karg — Vice President Don Mite 

Irvin Stanford — Sec.-Treas. Preston C 

purchase more, with cash in advance 
of its being used, whereas you use 
electricity and then pay for it once 
each month. 

If you want to conserve energy and 
save money, monitor your daily KWH 
usage and budget your KWH con¬ 
sumption as you would your grocery 
or gasoline purchase. Read your meter 
daily and curtail usage to the number 
of KWHs budgeted for each day. 

Earlier in this article we mentioned 
the Ashley substation. It’s been a good 
substation and has served the Ashley, 
Beau Coup, Radom and DuBois areas 
for over 40 years. However, for the 
past few years it has become apparent 
that the area was outgrowing the 
station’s capacity. Enlarging the 
station at its present location (in 
Ashley) was not practical or desirable. 
Therefore, we’ve been studying the 
system and trying to locate another 
site. Last winter, we were able to 
purchase land near Radom for the 
replacement substation. Then we got a 

lot of new faces in Washington, D. C. 
and as of now we’re waiting to see 
what Congress is going to do to the 
loan funds we will need to build the 
new station. This will probably delay 
the completion of the Radom 
Substation, but it still remains one of 
our major needs and planned projects. 
We’ll keep you informed. 

July 1981 



Hi-Lite$ 
Jerry Corners 

Dan Hiestand 

Wayne Estes © NRECA 

Look closely for your location 
number in this issue. If you find it, 
please notify Tri-County Electric 
Cooperative’s office and we will 
gladly mail you a four dollar coupon 
to apply on your next month’s bill. 

We need your 
help to keep 
our lines safe 

Tri-County Electric Cooperative 
has over 2,600 miles of line and 
thousands of poles, crossarms, 
insulators, transformers and other 
equipment essential to supplying 
electric service to 12,000 member- 
consumers. Weather, vandals and 
accidents create safety hazards that we 
can’t possibly discover unless someone 
tells us about them. We hope you will 
report any problem that comes to 
your attention. 

Here are some of the hazards you 
should be on the lookout for-. 

1. Damaged or Fallen Utility Pole. 
If a pole is leaning or has fallen, don’t 
go near it or touch anything that may 
be in contact with the line. Call our 
office at once and give any 
information you have about the 
situtation. 

2. Damaged Lines or Insulators. 
Sagging or broken lines can be a 
serious safety hazard. Notify us at 
once should you find such a situation. 

3. Trees on Lines (46-24L). 
Electric power lines are essentially 
fixed, but nature and man seem to 
find ways for trees and lines to come 
together. When this happens, the tree 
may become a conductor and present 
a potential hazard for anyone who 
comes in contact with it, and can also 
damage the line and cause an outage. 
Our crews are trained to handle such 
hazards quickly and safely. 

We are asking you — THE 
MEMBER — to share the responsibility 
for locating these safety hazards 
along the lines that serve you during 
these summer months. It is our wish 
to provide the best service possible for 
our members, with the least inter¬ 
ruption possible. 

is here! 
Be alert for CONDITION 90 days this summer! Any weekday the 

temperature is predicted to rise to 90 degrees or above, limit your use of 
heavy, heat-producing appliances during the hottest hours of the day, 
between 10 a.m. and 8 p.m. Do your cooking, clothes washing, clothes 
drying and dishwashing in the early morning and late evening hours. 
(22-24E) 

How small is small? 
You know you are in a small town when. . . 
The runway of the airport is terraced. 
The polka is more popular than disco on Saturday night. 
Third Street is on the edge of town. 
Every sport is played on dirt. 
The editor and publisher of the newspaper carries a camera at all times. 
You don’t use your turn signal, because everyone knows where you’re 

going. 

You know you’re in a small town when. . . 
You are born on June 13, and your family receives gifts from the local 

merchants, because you are the first baby of the year. 
You speak to each dog you pass by name, and he wags at you as he passes. 
You dial a wrong number and talk for fifteen minutes anyway. 
You are run off main street by a combine. 

You know you’re in a small town when. . . 
You can’t walk for exercise because every car that passes you offers a ride. 
You get married and the local paper devotes a quarter page to the story. 
You drive into the ditch five miles out of town, and the word gets back 

before you do. 

You know you’re in a small town when. . . 
The biggest business in town sells farm machinery. 
You write a check on the wrong bank and it covers it for you. 
The pickups on main street outnumber the cars three to one. 
You miss a Sunday at church and receive a get-well card. 
Someone asks you how you feel, then listens to what you say. 
Thank God for small towns. . .and the people who live in them. 
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James Walsh, second from left, discusses his farm operation with the visitors. 

Foreign visitors tour Wayne-White area 

HUNTER OLDETYME FAN 

SAVES ENERGY AND MONEY 
• Circulates heat in winter • Cools in summer 
• Disperses smoke & odors • Lights optional 
• Elegant styles & colors • MasterCard/Visa 

Send $1 tor Color Brochure 
R0CKW00D STOVES, INC. 

158 W. ARGONNE 
ST. LOUIS, MO 63122 

PHONE (314) 821-4868 
Manager Bill Endicott, left, helps demonstrate equipment. 

Wayne-White Counties Electric 
Cooperative was host during the 

last week of May to four officials 
representing rural electrification 
programs in Bangladesh and Egypt. 
During their visit in Illinois, they 
studied the organization and operation 
of the Fairfield-based electric 
cooperative, toured fanning operations 
in the cooperative’s service area, 
examined cooperative substation and 

transmission equipment and 
construction, visited the Mapco Coal 
Company construction site, toured 
the Dowzer Transformer plant in 
Mt. Vernon and spent a day in 
Springfield. 

The visitors were Fanzi H. El Alfi 
and Mohamed Shams El Din Abo 
Shady of Egypt and Mohammad 
Abdul Wadud and A. S. F. R. Khan of 

Bangladesh. A former employee of 
Wayne-White, Ivan Holler, is on 
overseas assignment assisting in 
Bangladesh with rural electrification. 

Their visit to the United States 
was coordinated by the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association 
(NRECA). Wayne-White Manager Bill 
Endicott was host for the foreign 
visitors during their five-day stay. 

Included among their visits to area 
farms were trips to the grain and 
cattle operation of James T. Walsh 

of Carmi, and to the fertilizer business 
and farm of Robert D. Glover of Mt. 
Erie. Walsh and Glover are directors of 
Wayne-White. Of extreme importance 
to the foreign visitors was the extent 
of farm electrification in this country. 
While at the Glover farm they saw a 
silo-to-feed-bunker cattle feeding 
operation which featured a fully 
mechanized mixing and feed' dis¬ 
tribution system. 

One full day was spent with Bill 
Bennett, system engineer, examining 
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If you’re considering a new 
building, cali on the strength 

of these Wick dealers or 
phone toll free 800-356-9682 

Wick buildings prepare you for 
another big crop, and/or equipment. 
This year’s grain harvest looks like another bumper crop...be 
prepared! Wick buildings offer versatility to hedge your investment 
year ’round. Store grain, store farm machinery, or combine both in 
the same building. 
With Wick, you get the rugged, durable construction you demand. 
All-steel doors. Double 2x6 knee braces. Notched columns. Screw- 
fastened roofs. Pre-engineered concrete footings. Super trusses. 
Choice of popular colors. 
In addition, Wick buildings are A.S.C.S. approved for on-farm grain 
storage. That means you can qualify for the A.S.C.S. low-interest 
loan program. 
Your Wick dealer will help you with planning, estimates, site 
selection, and construction. Find out today how a Wick building 
can pay off year ’round. 

Mazomanie, Wisconsin 53560 • Adair, Iowa 50002 

(Wisconsin residents call 800-362-5457) 

Abingdon Lyle Roberts 
309-462-3928 

Arthur Enos Helmuth & Sons 
217-543-2298 

Ashton  Consol Builders & Supply 
815-453-2442 

Carrollton James E. Parkinson 
618-576-2287 

Danville  Carl Wise 
217-776-2462 

Effingham Curtis-Jansen 
217-342-2159 

Eureka Robert Wiegand 
309-467-3479 

Hardin Bill Parkinson 
618-576-2287 

Hillsboro Coderko Real Estate 
217-532-6433 

Lawrenceville ABC Builders 
618-943-3816 or 812-882-5469 

Lena  Freeport Builders 
815-563-4211 

Marion   Glenn Hudgens 
618-993-5560 

Mazon J.R. Enterprises 
815-448-2406 

Metropolis Koch Brothers Builders 
618-524-4565 

Paris  Wilson Contracting 
217-275-3411 

Princeville Paul Streitmatter 
309-385-4848 

Royalton  Robert Smith 
618-984-4470 

Spring Valley  Malooley Brothers 
815-664-2353 

Taylorville  G & E Builders 
217-824-9851 

Wataga  Harold Bramlett 
309-375-6470 

West Salem George’s Farm Supply 
618-456-8461 

WISCONSIN 
Genoa City Chuck Schuren 

414-279-5424 
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Current 
Comments 

by 
Allen Sisk, 
Manager 

D. E. Hanes — President 
Louis P. Williams — Vice President 
Preston Carson — Sec. Treas. 

I’m writing this in mid-August and 
therefore have no way of knowing 
how this year’s annual meeting will 

turn out. I’m in 
hopes that you will 
receive this in time 
to remind you to 
attend. It’s your 
meeting and your 
presence is needed. 
10-24P 

Manager Monday evening, 
July 20, we exper¬ 

ienced one of the worst wind storms 
that we’ve had in many years. I was 
out of the state on business, but your 
employees have filled me in on what 
went on. The problems involved all 
areas of all three counties. In western 
Washington County, Illinois Power had 
difficulty on their transmission line 
and were unable to deliver power 
to our substations. In northern Marion 
County, we had two pieces of trouble 
on your cooperative’s Patoka and 
Kinmundy transmission line and that 
affected both Patoka and Kinmundy 
Substations. That transmission line is 
14 miles long and much of it is across 
private right-of-way. The men had to 
walk that line, through muddy bean 
fields, timber and swollen creeks. They 
found some lightning damaged 
insulators late in the evening and had 
them replaced by shortly after 
midnight. But, then the line still 
wouldn’t hold and they had to do 
more walking — about 4 A.M. they 
found a tree on the line. They then 
had to walk back out and carry 
equipment in to clear the line. It 
was somewhat after sunup before 
power was restored to the substation. 

When the substations are without 
power it is almost impossible to locate 
problems on individual lines. Our 
only source of information is your 
phone calls telling us of downed 
wires and/or trees on the line. These 
calls really help and we all extend 
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our thanks. We also appreciate your 
patience and understanding. 

Two very serious incidents have 
been called to my attention and I must 
comment. The first incident involved a 
windmill that toppled into the high 
line. Fortunately, the line was dead 
because of Illinois Power’s 
transmission line problem. The owner 
of the windmill called in and reported 
(this was excellent) and was advised 
to stay clear and guard the site to keep 
livestock and other people clear. Some 
time later the member called back to 
say that he had had an “electrician” 
cut the wires loose. (We’ve put the 
word electrician in quotation, marks 
because we find it hard to believe 
that anyone who understood an 
electrical system would have even gone 
near the tower.) It’s only by the 
Grace of God that Illinois Power 
didn’t restore power and the result 
would have been death for someone. 
16-9B 

The second incident involved a tree 
limb that blew into service wires near 
the transformer. The member saw the 
limb sparking and decided that he and 
his neighbors would be without power 
if the line burned in two. The member 
pulled the green limb off the wires. In 
doing so, the limb grazed the high 
voltage line and the member reported 
that for a few seconds “he couldn’t let 
go.” Had the limb lodged in the high 
voltage line we would have lost one or 
more Tri-County members for ever 
and ever. 

Please, Please, Please stay from 
downed wires and everything touching 
them. Also, guard the wires to keep 
others away. Even if the wires should 
be dead when you find them, you 
can’t be sure what instant the line 
could be reenergized. Most often, a 
lineman working a trouble call will 
make a quck check of the area and 
then try the breaker feeding a line. 
(Much like you do if a fuse blows 

iliaijca ihmu .ufoilfo, 

It doesn’t show up in the electric 
bill. 

It can’t be measured in numbers. 
It is important. 
That “something extra” is the voice 

and involvement of the consumer- 
member — the right to speak out, to 
be heard, and most important, to cast 
a vote. After all, consumer-members 
own the rural electric cooperative. 

The one-member, one-vote concept 
has been the backbone of the rural 
electric porgram since its beginning. 
It’s the cooperative way of doing 
business, through the democratic 
process and elected officials. It’s what 
makes a rural electric cooperative 
different from any other kind of 
electric utility. 

And it’s consumer involvement — 
the “something extra” — that makes it 
all work. 

or a breaker trips in your home.) If 
you should be in contact with the 

wires when the lineman trips the 
breaker (perhaps miles away) it 
could prove fatal. The ONLY safe 
thing to do is stay clear until a lineman 
arrives. We want you around to read 
future columns. More next issue. 
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Hi-Lites 
nan King 
Mitchell 
Stanford 

Jerry Corners 
Dan Hiestand 
Wayne Estes 

Look closely for your location 
number in this issue. If you find it, 
please notify Tri-County Electric 
Cooperative’s office and we will 
gladly mail you a four dollar coupon 
to apply on your next month’s bill. 

Just what is 'energy conservation?’ 
‘Energy Conservation” is a term 

being heard in more and more con¬ 
versations each day. We know that 
to conserve means we must try to save 
energy, but the question of “why” 
often creeps into our thinking. 

We know that energy has made 
possible our high standard of living. 
We use energy to heat and cool our 
homes, cook our meals, give us light, 
launder our clothes, provide us with 
entertainment — the list goes on and 
on. However, if there is to be enough 
energy to meet our energy needs now 

and in the future, we are going to have 
to start saving energy immediately. 

The supply of fossil fuels needed to 
generate electricity is limited, yet our 
demand keeps rising. In addition to 
saving resources, we will be saving 
the environment, but we can also save 
money through energy conservation. 
Energy costs are steadily rising so it is 
more important than ever to save 
energy. It is true that electric costs are 
increasing, but by cutting demand, this 
will help to slow down the upward- 
climbing costs of electricity. 

The latest estimates claim that the 
residential American wastes 
approximately 40 percent of the 
energy used in the home. Considering 
the fact that Americans consume 35 
percent of the world’s energy while 
representing only six percent of its 
population, this amounts to a great 
deal of wasted energy. 

Energy conservation is truly good 
for the economy — yours and the 
country’s. The following diagram gives 
some hints on how to save energy at 
home all year ‘round. 5OT0J 

Close chimney dampers when fireplace is not in use. 

Grow windbreak near house 

Great savings can be made by 
using storm windows and doors. 

Attic vent permits air current to ventilate. 

Shade trees around 
house will keep you cooler. 

Open windows on 
cool days and nights. 

Close them tightly 
when hot. 

Caulk and weather strip to seal 
cracks around doors and windows. 

Set air conditioner at 78 or above 
and run only when necessary. 
Clean filter monthly. 
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THIS IS NO BULL 
Virden Perma-Bilt Company En¬ 
gineering Department is now 
offering 1 7/8” x 24” windmill 
sylinder barrels, with caps, at 
1/4 the price they are selling for 
now! These barrels and caps are 
made from thick heavy wall 
PVC and then lined with 1/8” of 
urethane. These barrels are as 
good as any brass barrel on the 
market! The urethane lining 
assures long life and true check 
strokes. Our 1 7/8” x 24” barrel 
sells for $35.95 plus $2.50 
postage and handling. It connects 
right to your 2” pipe (steel or 
PVC). These urethane lined barrels 
are doing a wonderful job right 
now! Send for free information. 
VIRDEN PERMA-BILT CO., 
2821 Mays St., Box 7160 IN 
Amarillo, TX 79109. 
806/352-2761. 

Upper & Lower Dentures 
• High Quality at Budget Prices 
• In by 10 a.m.; out that same 

afternoon with your new 
dentures 

• Fitted by Licensed Dentists 
• Will accept insurance and 

Medicaid 
• Complete dental services 

offered. 

We 7/ meet your bus, make 
your motel reservations, 

if needed 
Free hookup if you come 
by recreational vehicle! 
Write or call today for complete 

free details. You are not 
obligated in any way.  

Frederick C. Lauer DDS 
Mid-America 

Denture Clinic 

Bus. Loop I-44 West 
Rt. 3, Box 19C, Dept. I L. 

Mt. Vernon, Mo. 65712 (417) 466-7196 

our patients now number 
in the thousands ...all the 

way from Maine to 
California, Canada to 

South America, Florida 
 to Washington.  

SAVEJBWAYSLI r; wa«.ry 
v/ Money 

Septictrine 
SEPTIC WASTE DIGESTER^ ^ 

trine 

^Ecologically 
ACCE^^L 

1 lb. $9.65 3 |bs. $24.45 

SAVE COSTLY septic tank PUMPOUTS 
with SEPTICTRINE! SEPTICTRINE is the 
only natural enzyme waste digester that 
contains ALL 5 enzymes to break down 
ALL wastes in your septic or cesspool 
system. Regular use eliminates odors 
and restores drainfield percolation. 

$ 

* i 

ORDER TODAY FROM BROWN DEER CO.  

>/ NOVA SHOWER HEAD $22.95 
The NOVA provides a brisk shower while using only 2 gallons of water per 
minute. The chrome plated brass head, with shut off valve, pays for itself 
in 1 - 3 months. 

v/ MINI-FLUSHER Toilet Dam $9.95 
SAVE 2 gallons of water or more per flush. Easy to install...no tools 
needed. 

BROWN DEER CO., Dept. PA9, 9600 N. Garden Dr., Mequon, Wl 53092 

Please send lbs. of SEPTICTRINE for $ :  NOVA Shower Head(s) 

@$22.95 per unit $ :  MINI-FLUSHER(s) @$9.95 ea. $  

N a me :  

Address 

City  State_ Zip_ 

TO SPEED UP ORDER, Call 1-800:558-51 06 TOLL-FREE 

Dwarf trees reach only about 8-tol 0-feet tall, yet bear 
full-size apples, peaches, pears, cherries and 
nectarines. 

FREE Stark Bro’s Catalog 
Grow full-size apples, peaches, pears, 
on Stark Bro’s dwarf-size trees. 
Season after season,you and your 
family will harvest tree-ripened 
crops of full-size fruit for eating 
fresh or for your favorite pies 
and desserts. 

Dwarf trees are easy to grow 
and take up so little space, even 
the smallest yard has room for 
several. 

FREE CATALOG tells all 
about them—along with almost 
400 varieties and assortments of 
other fruit trees, shade and nut 
trees, shrubs, vines, ornamentals, 
and award-winning roses. 

Plant This Fall. You can plant 
this fall and gain up to a year’s 
growth. You’ll harvest fresh fruit 
months earlier than you expected. 

Stark Bro’s Nurseries & Orchards Co. 
Box A1039A, Louisiana, Missouri 63353 

New Free Catalog 
Send Today 

Stark Trees Bear Fruit Since 1816. 

Stark Bros Nurseries & Orchards Co. 
Box A1039A Louisiana, Missouri 63353 
□ Send me your Free Catalog 

Mr. 

Mrs. 

Miss_ 

(Please print) 

Address. 

City  

State  . Zip_ 
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owned, for-profit utilities were 
receiving good treatment from the 
administration. “There’s a new bill to 
wipe out some of their debts, and to 
allow them to retain $ 1-billion a year 
they were paying, in addition to 
$3-billion they were already retaining. 
In contrast, the Office of Manage¬ 
ment and Budget (OMB) is asking you 
to take a whopping cut. We recognize 
that the investor-owned utilities need 
and deserve some consideration, and 
we’re glad to see them get it, but 
where’s the balance and fairness? For 
some reason, OMB says the rural 
electrics are destroying the economy, 
while the lOU’s are part of the 
economic recovery.” 

Harold V. Hunter, an Oklahoma 
rancher recently appointed by 

President Reagan to head the Rural 
Electrification Administration (REA), 
told the delegates that the coop¬ 
eratives should get used to the idea 
that federal money and loan 
guarantees will be drying up, and 
seek new sources of loans for needed 
capital. “There has been a gradual 

trend in this direction,” he said, 
“and it will have to be accelerated.” 

Hunter urged his listeners to 
communicate with their members, 
especially in regard to rates, which 
he expects to continue to escalate 
virtually indefinitely. 

“Regardless of what happens, as 
we see the disappearance of some of 

the cheaper imbedded interest rates 
and cheaper investments of yesterday, 
and when we see some of the newer 
higher costs being welded in, we know 
that rates are going to be raised in 
order to meet the costs of doing 

business, and the sooner you can 
warn your members, the better off 
you’ll be,” Hunter concluded. 

Do-K-Yourselfers...Beat Inflati 

Curtis Credit 
Makes It Possible 
to Become a Homeowner NOW! 
Do you have the desire for a home...but not the dollars to afford it? Check these Curtis credit 
features: ■ No big down payment. ■ Low, low monthly payments while building. 
■ Your lot may not have to be fully paid for. ■ No installment payments for 6 months 
after 1st delivery of materials.* 
Curtis does the hardest job, too. Our carpenters erect the frame on your foundation. Then 
you complete it with our step-by-step instructions 
With Curtis you can stop waiting if you are willing to start completing your home now! 
Send coupon or call No obligation 
Allow three weeks for delivery or send 
$1.00 for priority handling. 

There's a representative near you! 
Phone 1-800-358-9150 

Complete It yourself 

Curtis Homes 
If you have desire We have the trust! 

‘Finance charge begins on date of first delivery 

Send me your FREE Homes Catalog 
CURTIS HOMES. 0«pt. IL-1 

327 5th Street, WDIP Perrysburg, Ohio 43551 

Name  

City. 

Zip .Phone( 

I plan to do’D all or □ part ot the finishing 
□ Enclosed is $1 00 for priority handling 

SOTZ MONSTER MAUL 
FAST-N EASY WOOD SPLITTING 

$24.95 DELIVERED 

SPECIFICATIONS 

Weight: Head-12 lb. (Total 
weight 15 lb.) 

Construction: High-carbon steel 
head, hardened edge. 
High strength steel 
handle. 

Guarantee: 1-YEAR TRIAL OFFER 
+ lO years against 
failure. 

Price: $19.95 Factory pickup. 
$24.95 Delivered to your door. 

VISA or MASTERCARD RUSH ORDERS 
CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-321-9892 

Inside Ohio 1-216-236-5021 
OR SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER. 

Sorry No C.O.D.'s 

• Splits most logs in one lick-won't 
stick. 

• No struggling lifting heavy logs up 
to high priced power splitters. 

• Drop 'em, saw 'em, stand 'em up, 
and split 'em! 

• Forget about lost, stuck, or flying 
wedges. 

• No gasoline, no set-up, no take¬ 
down. 

• No wooden handles to replace. 
• No gimmicks. Just simple physics! 

We at Sotz have been making the 
same quiet offer for years: Try a 
Monster Maul at our risk! Within one 
year, if you don't think if s the fastest, 
least tiring method of splitting fire¬ 
wood, let us know, and we will give 
you your money back, including 
shipping .... Plus, ifs guaranteed 
against failure for lO years. 

OUR 25th 
YEAR 

Sotz Corporation, 13668 Station Rd., Columbia Station, OH 44028 
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Current 
Comments 

by 
Allen Sisk, 
Manager 

The Board of Directors and I 
extend our appreciation and thanks to 
you, the member, for making your 
Annual Meeting on September 17 at 
Salem High School a great success 
again this year. You members, by 
showing loyalty and support of your 
cooperative, make your Annual 
Meetings enjoyable, interesting and 
worthwhile. Each year we wish that 
more of you would attend, but realize 
that there are many interests and 
conflicts. 

Attendance has not been as large 
the past two Annual Meetings that 
have been held in the evening. We 
believe the lower attendance has been 
due to some not traveling at night, and 
distance also seems to be a factor. 
On the other hand, several have 
expressed appreciation for evening 
meetings in their home county. 
We’d appreciate hearing comments 
from those who attended and those 
who chose not to attend. Drop us a 
line while the Annual Meeting is still 
fresh on your mind. After all, it was 
YOUR Annual Meeting. 

We also wish to publicly thank 
the Salem Community High School 
and their personnel for being so 
cooperative and easy to work with. 
Thanks also to Austin’s Restaurant 
and their staff for catering the 
excellent food and for their help in 
serving the lunch. Would you believe — 
we served nearly 500 lunches in 17 
minutes. 

We also want the Lincoln Trail 
Grass Band to know that we enjoyed 

Tri-Coui 
D. E. Hanes — President 
Norman Karg — Vice President 
Louis P. Williams — Sec.-Treas. 

their fine music and Pat Leimbach was 
a real hit (especially with the ladies). 

Last, but not least, we want to 

publicly thank the employees of 
your cooperative for donating their 
time to make the Annual Meeting go. 
28-36S 

WHOLESALE POWER 
CONTRACT TIME 

For the next several months we will 
be negotiating with the people from 
Illinois Power Company for a new 
wholesale power contract that they 
indicate they want to put into effect 
early next summer. 

We will hear all the arguments 
about double-digit inflation, soaring 
interest rates, high fuel costs (coal, 
oil, gas) and a mountain of state and 
federal red tape. We’ll know what 
they’re talking about, as we all face 
most of the same things on a daily 
basis. However, you can rest assured 
that your representatives will not 
become too sympathetic and will 
negotiate for the best contract possible 
for your local cooperative. 

It is very frustrating to be faced 
with ever-increasing electrical costs 
and to have so little control over most 
of them. For example, $11 per month 
out of an average electric service bill 
of $70 per month covers all of the 
administrative, billing, operations and 
maintenance expenses. We are always 
concerned with operating as efficiently 
as possible-, however, the major costs 
are factors that are basically beyond 
our control. 

On a positive note, I can assure 
you that your Board of Directors and 
Management are doing everything 
possible to operate efficiently and yet 
provide you with good, uninterrupted 
electric service. You may also be 
assured that whenever and whatever 
rate adjustments are necessary will be 
distributed in as fair and equitable 
manner as we can determine. 

More next issue. 
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Save energy by insulating 

hot water pipes 

Forty-four feet of three-quarter- 
inch piping holds almost exactly 
one gallon of water. If your water 
heater is that same distance from the 
hot water faucet you want to use, 
you’ll need to draw about two gallons 
before the temperature begins to rise 
appreciably. 11-12 E3 

As you draw off the two gallons, 
two more gallons of cold water enter 
your water heater. If the temperature 
of the incoming water is 40 degrees 
and the temperature of the water 
going out of the water heater toward 
the faucet is 120 degrees, your net 
energy expenditure will be 1,280 
Btu’s (British Thermal Units). Since 
one Btu can heat one pound of water 
one degree, it takes 1,280 Btu’s to 
heat 16 pounds 80 degrees. 

At the rate of 3,413 Btu’s per 
kilowatt-hour, your electric meter 
will record about two fifths of a 
kilowatt-hour — or, when you get your 
electric bill, it’ll be nearly two cents 
higher than it would have been if you 
hadn’t wanted hot water when you 
urne4 on that faucet — or if your 

water heater was located a few inches 
from the faucet instead of 44 feet 
away. Multiply that cost times the 
number of times you used hot water 
from that faucet, and you come up 
with a sizable portion of your bill. 

Insulating the 44 feet of pipe may 
mean having to draw off only one 
gallon of water to get the temperature 
you want — thereby saving you about 
half the cost. 

Also, when the time comes to 
replace your old water heater, you can 
shop for a more efficient unit that 
will heat those two gallons with 
less energy. 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS 



Hi-Lites 
>rd 

>11 
Irson 

Jerry Corners 
Dan Hiestand 

Wayne Estes 

Look closely for your location 
number in this issue. If you find it, 
please notify Tri-County Electric 
Cooperative’s office and we will 
gladly mail you a four-dollar coupon 
to apply on your next month’s bill. 

Avoid nighttime thermostat set back 
Nightime set back of thermostats 

in a home heated by a heat pump may 

result in considerably more electric 
usage than if the thermostat was left 
untouched. 

In the operation of a heat pump, 
the amount of energy provided to the 
home is greater than the amount of 
energy needed to operate the heat 
pump. The extra energy comes from 
heat in the outside air which the 
heat pump extracts. There is heat in 
outside air down to a temperature 
of 459.67 degrees Fahrenheit below 
zero. Heat pumps vary in efficiency at 
different temperatures. Although 
rules-of-thumb get you in trouble, 
it is not unreasonable to expect an 
overall season average of a two-to-one 
ratio: In other words, two units of 
heat gained for every one unit 
expended. During fall and spring 
weather, some units are capable 
of a three-to-one ratio. 

When a heat pump cannot maintain 
the temperature of the house as 
determined by the house thermostat, 
the thermostat calls for the auxiliary 
heat to come on. The auxiliary heat is 
a one-to-one ratio — or for every one 
unit out, you have to put one unit in. 

The house thermostat has two 
stages, separated by usually one and 
one-half degrees Fahrenheit. The first 
stage calls for the heat pump. The 
second stage calls for the auxiliary 
heaters. 5-5D 

When the thermostat is set back at 
night — say to 60 degrees Fahrenheit 
— the first stage of the thermostat 
controls the heat pump to maintain 
the desired temperature. In the 
morning, when the thermostat is set 
up to 68 degrees to 70 degrees, the 
second stage of the thermostat also 
closes — thus calling on the auxiliary 
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, heaters which operate at only a one-to- 
one ratio. The auxiliary heaters will 
continue to operate until the house 
temperature is within one and one-half 
degrees Fahrenheit of the thermostat 
setting — then will go off — letting the 
heat pump do the balance of the 
heating. 

It is important to mention the 
Balance Point Temperature in this 
discussion. The Balance Point is the 
outside temperature at which the 
heating capacity of the particular heat 
pump equals the heat loss of the 
house. Above this Balance Point 
Temperature, the heat pump can 
supply all of the heating needs — 
provided the thermostat is not 
“fiddled” with. Below this Balance 
Point Temperature, the house 
temperature will fall to below one 
and one-half degrees Fahrenheit of 
the thermostat setting and the second 
stage of the thermostat will call 
for the auxiliary heat to come on to 
supplement the heat output of the 
heat pump. 

As long as the outside temperature 
is above the Balance Point 
Temperature, the heat pump can 

supply the total heating requirements. 
But if the thermostat is set back 
and the house cools down and then 
the thermostat is set back up at a 
later time, the second state will 
cause the lesser efficient auxiliary 
heaters to operate. If a special control 
thermostat was installed or if the 
circuit breaker controlling the 
auxiliary heater was turned off — and 
the auxiliary heaters could not operate 
— the heat pump could bring the 
temperature up by itself, but would 
take a longer time. However, the 
longer time at the efficiency of the 
heat pump would not use as much 
energy as the auxiliary heaters at the 
lower efficiency. 

More work and study is being done 
in many test homes, but the evidence 
today is that more energy is used 
for the heat-up period with the 
one-to-one auxiliary heaters than 
would be used by the two- or three- 
to-one heat pump being controlled at 
the normal thermostat setting. 

For the most economical heat 
pump operation, and for the most 
uniform temperature, DO NOT 
adjust the thermostat up and down. 

Lonnie Hill (lineman) and Ron Dye (groundman-truckdriver) for your 
Cooperative recently joined with employees from other cooperatives for a 
week-long school on safe repair of high lines while still energized. This is part 
of a continuing program to help your professional line employees keep abreast 
of the newer techniques of doing their job efficiently and safely. Hill is at the 
left and Dye at the right of the picture above. 
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1 lb. $9.65 3 lbs. $24.45 

Septictrine 
SEPTIC WASTE DIGESTER^ £ 

SAVE COSTLY septic tankPUMPOUTS 
with SEPTICTRINE! SEPTICTRINE is the 
only natural enzyme waste digester that 
contains ALL 5 enzymes to break down 
ALL wastes in your septic or cesspool 
system. Regular use eliminates odors 
and restores drainfield percolation. 

ORDER TODAY FROM BROWN DEER CO.  

>/ NOVA SHOWER HEAD $22.95 
The NOVA provides a brisk shower while using only 2 gallons of water per 
minute. The chrome plated brass head, with shut off valve, pays for itself 
in 1 - 3 months. 

MINI-FLUSHER Toilet Dam $9.95 
SAVE 2 gallons of water or more per flush. Easy to install...no tools 
needed. 

BROWN DEER CO., Dept. PA9, 9600 N. Garden Dr., Mequon, Wl 53092 

Please send. 

Name. 

I 
I @$22.95 per unit $_ 
1 
I 

I 
I 
i City 
I 
I 
I 

Jbs. of S E PTICTRIN E f or $_ 

_MINI-FLUSHER(s) @$9.95 ea. $_ 

.NOVA Shower Head(s) | 

I 
 1 

Address 

State. .Zip. 

TO SPEED UP ORDER, Call 1 -800:558-5106 TOLL-FREE 

If Ruptured 
TRY THIS OUT 

Modern Protection Provides Great 
Comfort and Holding- Security 

An “eye-opening” revelation in sensi¬ 
ble and comfortable reducible rupture 
protection may be yours for the asking, 
without cost or obligation. Full details 
of the new and different Rice Support 
will be sent you Free. Here’s a Support 
that has brought joy and comfort to 
thousands—by releasing them from 
Trusses that bind and cut. Designed to 
securely hold a rupture up and in where 
it belongs and yet give freedom of body 
and genuine comfort. For full informa¬ 
tion—write today! WILLIAM S. RICE, 
lua, ADAMS, N, Y„ 13605 DEPT. 

LIFETIME " 
TANK COATINGS 

Stop all leaks in steel and 
concrete — Prevent rust forever. 
Roof coatings for tar paper, 
composition and cedar shingles, 
and metal buildings. Anyone can 
apply all coatings. 

Fix it once and forget it. This is 
our 30th year. Let us send you 
complete information 

VIRDEN PERMA BILT CO. 
E!ox 71601 N Ph.806-352-2761 

2821 Mays St. 
Amarillo, Texas 79109 

junnwwxxm 

SOTZ FARM SHOP 
• PRODUCES MORE HEAT THAN 2 OR 3 
HIGH PRICED STOVES 

• TREMENDOUS RADIATING SURFACE 
AREA GIVES YOU MORE HEAT WITH 
LESS WOOD 

• BURNS VERY LONG WITHOUT ADDING 
WOOD 

• ENGINEERED TO PREVENT DRUM 
BURN OUT 

• TESTED TO U.L. STANDARDS 
• EASILY HEAT YOUR BIG FARM BUILDING 

 SPECIFICATIONS  

•Heating Capacity: 152,000 BTU/hr. bottom drum 
243,000 BTU/hr. double drum. 

•Construction: Door, door frame, flue collar, draft 
control, internal draft channel of 13 go. steel legs, 1/8 in 
steel hinges, latch, catch of 3/16 in. steel nuts and 
bolts. Top Drum: Connector flanges, pipe assembly, 4 
nesting brackets, nuts and bolts. 

•Guarantee: 1-year trial offer. lO years against failure. 
•UL testing conducted by R.F. Geisser. Engineers. 

PRICE: 
DELIVERED FACTORY 

TO YOUR DOOR PICK-UP 
Bottom   $38.98 $34.95 

Top   $20.98 $17.95 

VISA AND MASTERCARD RUSH ORDERS 
CALL 1-800-321-9892 
(INSIDE OHIO CALL 1-216-236-5021) 
or SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER,... 
Sorry, no C.O.D.'s. 

FREE info, about 55-GAL HEATER (SHOWN), 
heating water, drying wood, firepiace-to 
woodstove. 15-30 gal. kits also available. 

HEATER 
£ 4% m mm bottom kit 
V y Uf% factory 

M W pick-up 

Before you spend $500 to $600 on a 
wood heater, try the Sotz Heater Kit for 
under $60...at our risk. If (within one year) 
you don't agree it out performs any wood 
heater money can buy, or (within lO 
years) if the kit cracks, warps, or burns up, 
your money will be refunded, including 
shipping charges. 

Kit converts a 55 gallon drum (not 
supplied) into a high capacity wood 
burner. Features large IWV' square door 
opening, cam-lock door catch, and 
spark-proof design. Patented internal 
draft channel, draft control, and airtight 
design allow controlled, efficient heat, 
while limiting metal temperatures of 
barrel, to prevent burnup. 

Use of draft control allows you to heat 
large or small areas. Basement installation 
heats your entire home. Great for your 
garage, workshop, or cabin. Top drum 
squeezes 60% more BTU's from heat 
normally lost up the chimney. Heavy steel 
kit bolts together quick and easy. 

Thousands in use by U.S. Army, Navy, 
Depts. of Nat. Resources, Agriculture, 
Federal, state and local government 
agencies. 

Sotz Corporation, 13668 Station Rd., Columbia Station, OH 44028 
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