
IN JUST ONE SIHCU YEAR! 

SINGLE YEAR! 

Picture your patio bathed 
in the cool, fragrant beauty 
of this show-stopping mira¬ 
cle tree from early spring 
to the first' snows of winter. 

Just a few minutes planting 
time, a few season's grow 
ing time, rewards you with 
twin towers of beauty. 

—and keeps on skyrocketing 30—40—50—EVEN UP 
TO 60 FEET HIGH, OR MORE, in less time than most 
trees nudge themselves a few feet off the ground. 

Actually Soars Up To A 
Tower Of ROOF-HIGH Beauty 

IN JUST ONE YEAR! 
Yes! Based on amazing average weekly and 

yearly growth rates reported by plant scientists 
—It grows SO FAST. . . arches out SO WIDE ... 
you can actually take a ruler and measure the 
Incredible difference irr height every 2 to 3 
days! OR, to really leave your neighbors gasping 
in awe and wonder, give them a yardstick and 
Idt them measure the difference IN FEET, every 
2 to 3 weeks! 

GROWS MORE IN JUST ONE MONTH 
THAN MOST TREES 

GROW IN AN ENTIRE YEAR! 
Because according to plant experts, Gov’t sci¬ 

entists and Botanical Gardens who researched 
this wonder-hybrid . . . once established, you 
merely water it once-a-week, and be absolutely 
floored as it GROWS up to an average of A FULL 
VJ FOOT WEEKLY! during its SUPER-SOARING 
growing season! 

That’s right! Grows higher than even a full 
grown Flowering Dogwood IN JUST ONE SINGLE 
SEASON! Grows higher than even a full-grown 
Star Magnolia IN JUST ONE SINGLE YEAR! Yes, 
thrusts itself so high, so fast that it actually 
towers over even a Japanese Red Maple, Cherry 
Tree or even the most graceful silky Willow, in 
such a ridiculously short time you will simply 
refuse to believe your eyes! 

PLANT NOW-REACH OUT AND 
TOUCH ITS LUSH, THICK BRANCHES 

FROM YOUR SECOND STORY 
BEDROOM WINDOW BY NEXT SUMMER! 
Think of it—just 12 months or less! No doubt 

about it. There's just not another “Instant" 
Shade Tree like it on this planet! Because—this 
year, thanks to this miracle of plant science, 
instead of spending a small fortune on a tree 
and then waiting half a lifetime for it to grow 
.. get set for the garden-wonder of your life 
as this super-soaring hybrid rockets forth from 
a tiny sapling to a tower of roof-high beauty 
IN JUST ONE SINGLE YEAR! 

GROWS IN VIRTUALLY ANY SOIL 
-REQUIRES NO SPECIAL CARE- 
SOARS INTO A MASTERPIECE OF 

BEAUTY IN JUST A MAHER OF MONTHS! 
Best of all, unlike most trees that demand 

constant care, constant pampering . .. about the 
only thing you do when you plant this super- 
growing wonder-hybrid is water it and enjoy it! 
That’s why leading botanical gardens . . . land¬ 
scape artists . . . garden editors . . . can’t stop 
raving about its indescribable beauty ... its 
trouble-free care... its surging, towering growth. 

Small wonder that leading experts hail it in 
the most glowing terms...recommended it again 
and again for homeowners who want a stunning 
display of beauty, both a wind and privacy 
screen, and deep, cool shade...and with prac¬ 
tically no more work than a thorough watering 
each week! 

JUST MINUTES TO PLANT - SOARS UP TO ROOF-HIGH IN A 

VITAL STATISTICS FROM LEADING EXPERTS 
MATURE GROWTH SIZE: 

as much as 50 to 70 feet. 
MATURE GROWTH 
SPREAD: as much as 30 
to 35 feet. 
ZONE OF HARDINESS: 
Hardy from deepest South 
to as far North as Ver¬ 
mont, Minn., Quebec, 
British Columbia, Winter 
hardy in areas where 
temp, drops as low as 
50 degrees below zero! 
LIGHT NEEDS: Grows best 
in sunny location. 
DECORATIVE MERITS: 
Highly recommended by 
landscape architects as 
beautiful, decorative spec¬ 
imens for homes, parks, highways 
etc., where exceptional fast growth 
and beauty are required. Perfect for 
fast screening and privacy. 
RAPID RATE OF GROWTH: Experts 
report growth rates of up to 9 FEET 
THE VERY FIRST YEAR ALONE on 
specimen trees. That's more than 
most shade trees grow in 3 . . . 4 . .. 
5. . .even 7 years. Once established, 
will grow ranch-house-roof high IN 
JUST ONE SINGLE YEAR. 
CARE: No special care required, just 
normal garden care. Water Fully 
once weekly. No spraying, no dust¬ 
ing, no special feeding. Naturally 
resistant to most diseases, pest or 
insects. 

WE HAVE AT THIS MOMENT 
ONLY A LIMITED SUPPLY AVAILABLE FOR 
RELEASE TO THE PUBLIC-FULL SUPPLY 

WON’T BE READY UNTIL 1982. 
SO ACT NOW! 

Now the price of this super growing shade 
tree is not $20 or $30 you might expect, but a 
mere $3.95. 

That's right, only $3.95 for this magnificent 
Beauty that rewards you with such a glorious 
display of growth IN JUST ONE SINGLE YEAR. 
However our supply is limited! Full supplies 
from the growing fields will not be ready mid to 
late 1981 or early 1982. Therefore, all orders 
must be shipped on a first-come, first shipped 
basis. To make sure you don’t miss out. . . 
ACT NOW! 

 SATISFACTION GUARANTEED  
OR MONEY BACK! 

Remember: Satisfaction is fully guaranteed. 
You must be thrilled in every way with this 
spectacular f-a-s-t growing shade tree or 
RETURN AT ANYTIME within 90 days for a 
full refund of purchase price . . . ANYTIME 
within 1 year for free replacement. Could 
anything be fairer? Now is the time to order 
and plant—so send the no-risk coupon today! 

CAN MATCH IT 
NATUREI 

Grows More In One Month Than Most Other Shade Trees Grow In 
AN ENTIRE YEAR—More In One Season Than Ordinary Shade 
Trees Grow In 2 Years, 3 Years or Even 5 Years! (Illustration 
shows magnificent size, spread and beauty of mature Populus 
Canadensis Eugenei.) 

I W 

MAIL NO-RISK COUPON TODAY 

Here’s a luxury sight you 
don't have to wait half a 
life-time growing — a 
matched pair of these tow¬ 
ering show-pieces. 

WILLOW RIVER NURSERY SALES, INC., Dept. RHT-36 
346 Maple Ave., Westbury, N.Y. 11590 

Yes, please rush me the SUPER GROWING SHADE TREE(S) 
indicated below: 
□ (#001) 1 for only $3.95 plus 75e post. & hand. 
□ (#002) 2 for only $6.95 (SAVE over $1.00) plus $1.00 post. & hand. 
□ (#004) 4 for only $10.00 (SAVE over $7.00) plus $1.50 post. & hand. 
□ (#010) 10 for only $20.00 (SAVE over $20.00) plus $3.00 post, and hand. 
□ (#020) 20 for only $30.00 (SAVE over $55.00) plus $5.00 post. & hand. 

If after receiving my order I am not fully delighted, I may return anytime 
within 90 days and you will refund my purchase price in full (less only post¬ 
age and handling costs). 

Total amount enclosed $  
No COO’s please. 

Name  

(N.Y. Residents add sales tax). 

Address^ 

City  -State- 
Weather conditions will determine date of shipment. Your trees will be shipped . 
in early spring for proper planting time in your area. 
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Across the 
manager's 
desk 

A number of Monroe County Electric Co-Operative 
members don’t remember what life used to be like in the 
rural areas without electricity. We won’t shake the kerosene 
lantern in your faces, but we think it is proper to consider 
the early days of the cooperative. 

The days before electric service Farmers had to pump 
water by hand for livestock. Feeding was done by hand, as 
well as milking the cows. When darkness arrived, kerosene 
lights had to be lighted to finish the chores both indoors 
and out. Rural homes rarely had such conveniences as 
plumbing, central heating or refrigeration. People had to do 
hard work to preserve food and obtain fuel for winter. 
Washday was more than a spot on the weekly calendar. 
There weren’t too many romantic illusions those days 
about rustic life — it was just plain hard work! 

Electricity solved many problems for rural families. 
It made their lives easier. Its value was recognized by 
early cooperative members who were often impatient 
about getting service to their homes and farms. 

Electricity continues to make life easier today. Just 
think of the many inconveniences you experience during a 
service interruption because of a storm. How impatient are 
you to have service restored? Electricity is a valuable 
product. It is a good deal. 

The energy cost involved in preparing breakfast for the 
average family is far less than the cost of one cup of coffee 
at your favorite restaurant. Based on the average rate of five 
cents a kilowatt-hour, it would cost just 15 cents to operate 
a frypan for one-half hour, a kitchen light for one hour, and 
operate the following appliances: coffeemaker, radio, 
toaster, refrigerator, clock and dishwasher. In addition, you 
would have enough change left from that cup of coffee you 
didn’t purchase at the restaurant to have warm water for a 

shower, keep your furnace fan motor going, and use the 
garbage disposal. People should consider the convenience 
behind the cost. 

Two gallons of regular gasoline, in Btu equivalents, 
is the same as 72.7 kilowatt-hours of electricity. If you 
used 72.7 kilowatt-hours each day for 30 days, the total 
for the period would be 2,181 kWh. At five cents per 
kilowatt-hour, that amounts to $109.05 How much 

gasoline at $1.30 per gallon do you use each month? 
It is doubtful most rural families can get by with two 
gallons of gasoline a day. 

People pay their electric bills 30 to 45 days after they 
have used the electricity and tend to forget all of the 
jobs it has done for them. You purchase gasoline or food 
before you receive its benefits and have to purchase more, 
with cash in advance of its being used, whereas you use 
electricity and then pay for it once each month. 

If you want to conserve energy and save money, 
monitor your daily kWh usage and budget your kWh 
consumption as you would your grocery or gasoline 
purchase. Read your meter daily and curtail usage to the 
number of kWh’s budgeted for each day. 

I really don’t think we want to do that, but do 
remember the benefits we all realize from electricity, 
then compare what we are paying for other commodities 
and services. 

DECEMBER POWER BILL 

Cost of Purchased Power 
Number of KWH’s Purchased 
Cost per KWH 
Less amount covered by base rate 

$146,835.90 
4,998,000 
.02938 
.02800 

Difference .00138 

Average Line Loss factor X .10 

WPCA for KWH used December 15 
to January 15 — payable with 
January 15 bill .00152 

Annual Meeting 
Monday 

April 13, 1981 

7:30 pm 

Waterloo Grade School 
Gymnasium 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
On Small Power Production and Co-generation 

Monroe County Electric Co-operative, Inc., hereby 
gives public notice, pursuant to the provisions of the 
Federal Public Utilities Regulatory Policies Act of 1978, 
arid rules and regulations adopted pursuant thereto (18 
CFR Part 292, Subpart D, Section 292.401) of a public 
hearing concerning Small Power Production and 
Co-generation, to be held at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, 
March 11, 1981, in the meeting room of the Monroe 
County Electric Co-Operative headquarters building on 
Highway 3 North, City of Waterloo, County of Monroe, 
State of Illinois. 

The public meeting will be held to discuss the rights 
and duties of Monroe County Electric Co-Operative, Inc., 
and small power producers and co-generators which have 
the status of qualifying facilities. Small power producers 
include solar, wind turbine generators, waste, biomass, etc., 
and co-generators include qualifying facilities which 
produce waste heat or steam and electric energy. 

The hearing will discuss the circumstances under 
which the electric cooperative is obligated to purchase 
electric energy from and sell electric energy to such 
qualifying facilities, provide avoided cost data, establish 
rates for purchases and sales which are just and reasonable, 
in the public interest and nondiscriminatory, provide 
backup power and other services and establish standards 
for operating safety and reliability. 

Avoid hypothermia 
While we all want to conserve energy in as many ways 

as possible, there is one important warning concerning 
household temperatures in winter. 

Hypothermia occurs when the body cannot produce 
enough body heat. It can happen to anyone, but older 
people are more susceptible. 

People with circulatory problems, those taking certain 
types of drugs (e.g. phenotizaines, commonly used to 
treat anxiety and nausea), and children under two may also 
be vulnerable. 

It’s best to seek the advice of your doctor. 

Youth to 
Washington 
Tour 

Two area high school students will be awarded all¬ 
expense-paid, one-week tours of Washington, D. C., June 
12-19, 1981 by Monroe County Electric Co-Operative. 

The format of this year’s competition will be 
completion of a questionnaire concerning the rural elect¬ 
rification program and the cooperative. We encourage 
participation from sophomores and juniors of high schools 
within the cooperative service area. Students from 
Columbia, Dupo, Freeburg, Gibault, New Athens, Red Bud, 
Valmeyer and Waterloo high schools are eligible to enter. 

A questionnaire will be attached to the entry forms. It 
must be completed and returned to the cooperative office 
by March 23, 1981. Students with the five highest scores 
on the questionnaire will qualify as semi-finalists. These 
five, upon notification, must submit a two-page, double-1 

spaced, typewritten essay, “America’s Energy Choices 
of the Future.” The two students who submit the most 
original and informative essays will be chosen as winners 
to panicipate in the Washington tour. 

The five semi-finalists will be invited to participate iit 
the “Springfield Youth Tour” on April 22, 1981. 

Entry forms will be available to your high school or 
at the cooperative office in Waterloo. You may use the 
request form printed below for an informational packet 

FEBRUARY 1981 

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION PACKET 
from Monroe County Electric Co-Operative, 

P. O. Box 128, Waterloo, IL. 62298 

Please send me information on the Illinois “Youth to 
Washington” Contest. 

NAME  AGE  

ADDRESS   

SCHOOL  

CLASS - SOPHOMORE JUNIOR  

TELEPHONE NUMBER  

13 



If Ruptured 
TRY THIS OUT 

Modern Protection Provides Great 
Comfort and Holding- Security 

An “eye-opening” revelation in sensi¬ 
ble and comfortable reducible rupture 
protection may be yours for the asking, 
without cost or obligation. Full details 
of the new and different Rice Support 
will be sent you Free. Here’s a Support 
that has brought joy and comfort to 
thousands—by releasing them from 
Trusses that bind and cut. Designed to 
securely hold a rupture up and in where 
it belongs and yet give freedom of body 
and genuine comfort. For full informa¬ 
tion—write today! WILLIAM S. RICE, 
IUCJ., ADAMS, N. Y., 13605 DEPT. 9P 

3GCEE xsanr 
DID YOU KNOW? 

That old stock tank, water 
reservoirs, etc., coated with 
Virden Tank Coat, are better 
than new ones! Fix it and forget 

i it! Let us send you complete 
I information. This is our 29th 
jyear. VIRDEN PERMA-BILT 
CO., 2821 Mays St., P. O. Box 

17160IN, Phone: 806/352-2761, 
Amarillo, TX 79109 

EXEsram 

Fireplace Owners, 
Solve Your Home-Heating Costs. . .NOW! 
FREE HEAT MACHINE® 

Warm Home SAVE MONEY! 
THE FREE HEAT MACHINE® can be used 

independent of, or in conjunction with, your exist¬ 
ing heating system and can substantially reduce 
your heating bill. 

For instance, if you build a typical fire with three 
logs, your FREE HEAT MACHINE® will produce 
38,000 BTU’s of usable heat. That’s enough to 
heat 1,800 to 2,000 square feet of living area. 

Any solid fuel (wood, coal, paper logs, etc.) can 
be used. Since the machine is so efficient, you will 
use less fuel than you use now. 

The only other cost to operate the unit is for 
electrical power to run the two blowers. That’s 
less than 150 watts, or the same as one light bulb! 

Clip and Mail Today: 

NAME  

ADDRESS 

CITY 

HOME PHONE 

BUS PHONE 

STATE   

We would like to have free and without obligation, more information on your Free Heat 
Machine® for our home. In order to better help you estimate what size Free Heat Machine® 
would best fit our fireplace and how much we could save on our winter utility bills, we have fill¬ 
ed in the following information: 

Size of Home . _Sq. Ft. 
Clean Out Trap   

Approximate winter utility bill: 
Electric: $ per mo. 
Fuel Oil: $ per mo. 

Central Duct-work 
 Yes  f 

Wood Use Per Year . 
Natural Gas: $ . 
 Cord  

per mo. 
_per mo. 

Fireplace: 
Rock: . Brick: 
Other: 
Fireplace Dimensions: 

Rear Width 

Depth inches 
(From front of opening 
to back of fire box.) 

T—L, 1 
WIDTH " | 

HEIGHT 

FRONT r 

1 

i 
r1- DEPTH 

5 Year Warranty 

On Heat Exchanger! 

(ij^Histed 

U S Patent 3938496 

• Two 2-speed air blowers of ef¬ 
ficiency and quiet operation. 

• Air filters protect blowers from 
dust, extend blower life. 

• Glass doors prevent heated room 
air from escaping up chimney. 

• Competitively tested and recom¬ 
mended by a major utility. 

• Quality construction, built to last. 

• Easy to install without any alter¬ 
ations to existing masonry fire¬ 
places. 

• Just six mcxdels fit 95% of all 
home fireplaces. 

We know of no other unit that puts 
out as much heat as the FREE 
HEAT MACHINE®! 

See The Amazing 

FREE HEAT MACHINE* 
Can Pay for Itself In LESS than 2 Years! 

FREE HEAT DISTRIBUTORS, INC. 
Some areas still open for Dealerships. 

8744 East 46th • Tulsa, Oklahoma 74145 • (918) 663-3590 

tle££q Snos. 

FREE! 
Spring Planting Nursery Catalog 
Your new FREE Kelly Catalog has helpful gardening tips. Grow 
your own strawberries, raspberries, grapes, asparagus, dwarf 
fruit trees, roses, perennials, flowering shrubs, trees. Send for 
your Kelly Spring Garden Guide & Nursery Catalog today. 

KELLY BROS. NURSERIES, INC. 
984Maple St., Dansville, NY 14437 

| Yes, rush my FREE Kelly Fall Catalog to: 

| Name   

Address 

l_ 

Zip 
(Sorry, no catalogs to AZ, CA, OR. WA) J 
PUT THE CHAMP™ 

TO WORK FOR YOU! 

/Assistance 
■oney 
lanl 

Curtis does the heavy difficult framing on your 
lot and foundation. You complete it with Curtis 
quality materials and simple, step-by-step in¬ 
structions. 

THE "CHAMP" WORKS TEN 
WAYS FOR YOU! 
■ Easy credit during construction. 
■ No big down payment, no deposit. 
■ No bank qualification at the start. 
■ Low monthly payments. 
■ Below market interest rates. 
■ Build without a fully paid for lot. 
■ 6 month price guarantee. 
■ No installments til Fall 1981.' 
■ Complete-it-yourself and save. 
■ Long term mortgage money. 

"Finance charge accrues on date of first delivery. 

Send coupon or call. No obligation. Allow three 
weeks for delivery or send $1.00 for priority 
handling. 

There's a representative near you! 
Phone 1-800-358-9150 

Complete It yourself 

Curtis Homes 
If you have desire...We have the trust! 

I Send me your FREE Homes Catalog. 
I CURTIS HOMES, DEPT. IL-1 
| 327 5th Street. WDIP . Perrysburg, OH 43551 

I 
I Name  

Address. 

City  

County_ 

 State  

_Phone ( 

_Zip_ 

I □ I own or can get a lot. 
| □ Enclosed is $1 00 for priority handling. 
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IN JUST ONI SINGH YEAR! 
—and keeps on skyrocketing 30—40—50—EVEN UP 
TO 60 FEET HIGH, OR MORE, in less time than most 
trees nudge themselves a few feet off the ground. 

Actually Soars Up To A 
Tower Of ROOF-HIGH Beauty 

IN JUST ONE YEAR! 
Yes! Based on amazing average weekly and 

yearly growth rates reported by plant scientists 
—It grows SO FAST. . . arches out SO WIDE ... 
you can actually take a ruler and measure the 
Incredible difference irr height every 2 to 3 
deytl OR, to really leave your neighbors gasping 
in awe and wonder, give them a yardstick and 
Idt them measure the difference IN FEET, every 
2 to 3 weeks! 

GROWS MORE IN JUST ONE MONTH 
THAN MOST TREES 

GROW IN AN ENTIRE YEAR! 
Because according to plant experts, Gov't sci¬ 

entists and Botanical Gardens who researched 
this wonder-hybrid . . . once established, you 
merely water it once-a-week, and be absolutely 
floored as it GROWS up to an average of A FULL 
'h FOOT WEEKLY! during its SUPER-SOARING 
growing season! 

That's right! Grows higher than even a full 
grown Flowering Dogwood IN JUST ONE SINGLE 
SEASON! Grows higher than even a full-grown 
Star Magnolia IN JUST ONE SINGLE YEAR! Yes, 
thrusts itself so high, so fast that it actually 
towers over even a Japanese Red Maple, Cherry 
Tree or even the most graceful silky Willow, in 
such a ridiculously short time you will simply 
refuse to believe your eyes! 

PLANT NOW-REACH OUT AND 
TOUCH ITS LUSH, THICK BRANCHES 

FROM YOUR SECOND STORY 
BEDROOM WINDOW BY NEXT SUMMER! 
Think of it—just 12 months or less! No doubt 

about it. There's just not another "Instant" 
Shade Tree like it on this planet! Because—this 
year, thanks to this miracle of plant science, 
instead of spending a small fortune on a tree 
and then waiting half a lifetime for it to grow 
... get set for the garden-wonder of your life 
as this super-soaring hybrid rockets forth from 
a tiny sapling to a tower of roof-high beauty 
IN JUST ONE SINGLE YEAR! 

GROWS IN VIRTUALLY ANY SOIL 
-REQUIRES NO SPECIAL CARE- 
SOARS INTO A MASTERPIECE OF 

BEAUTY IN JUST A MATTER OF MONTHS! 
Best of all, unlike most trees that demand 

constant care, constant pampering . .. about the 
only thing you do when you plant this super¬ 
growing wonder-hybrid is water it and enjoy it! 
That's why leading botanical gardens . . . land¬ 
scape artists . . . garden editors . . . can't stop 
raving about its indescribable beauty ... its 
trouble-free care... its surging, towering growth. 

Small wonder that leading experts hail it in 
the most glowing terms...recommended it again 
and again for homeowners who want a stunning 
display of beauty, both a wind and privacy 
screen, and deep, cool shade...and with prac¬ 
tically no more work than a thorough watering 
each week! 

VITAL STATISTICS FROM LEADING EXPERTS 
MATURE GROWTH SIZE: 

as much as 50 to 70 feet. 
MATURE GROWTH 
SPREAD: as much as 30 
to 35 feet. 
ZONE OF HARDINESS: 
Hardy from deepest South 
to as far North as Ver¬ 
mont, Minn., Quebec, 
British Columbia, Winter 
hardy in areas where 
temp, drops as low as 
50 degrees below zero! 
LIGHT NEEDS: Grows best 
in sunny location. 
DECORATIVE MERITS: 
Highly recommended by 
landscape architects as 
beautiful, decorative spec¬ 
imens for homes, parks, highways 
etc., where exceptional fast growth 
and beauty are required. Perfect for 
fast screening and privacy. 
RAPID RATE OF GROWTH: Experts 
report growth rates of up to 9 FEET 
THE VERY FIRST YEAR ALONE on 
specimen trees. That’s more than 
most shade trees grow in 3 ... 4 ... 
5...even 7 years. Once established, 
will grow ranch-house-roof high IN 
JUST ONE SINGLE YEAR. 
CARE: No special care required, just 
normal garden care. Water Fully 
once weekly. No spraying, no dust¬ 
ing, no special feeding. Naturally 
resistant to most diseases, pest or 
insects. 

WE HAVE AT THIS MOMENT 
ONLY A LIMITED SUPPLY AVAILABLE FOR 
RELEASE TO THE PUBLIC-FULL SUPPLY 

WON’T BE READY UNTIL 1982. 
SO ACT NOW! 

Now the price of this super growing shade 
tree is not $20 or $30 you might expect, but a 
mere $3.95. 

That's right, only $3.95 for this magnificent 
Beauty that rewards you with such a glorious 
display of growth IN JUST ONE SINGLE YEAR. 
However our supply is limited! Full supplies 
from the growing fields will not be ready mid to 
late 1981 or early 1982. Therefore, all orders 
must be shipped on a first-come, first shipped 
basis. To make sure you don’t miss out. . . 
ACT NOWI 

 SATISFACTION GUARANTEED  
OR MONEY BACK! 

Remember: Satisfaction is fully guaranteed. 
You must be thrilled in every way with this 
spectacular f-a-s-t growing shade tree or 
RETURN AT ANYTIME within 90 days for a 
full refund of purchase price . . . ANYTIME 
within 1 year for free replacement. Could 
anything be fairer? Now is the time to order 
and plant—so send the no-risk coupon today! 

JUST MINUTES TO PLANT - SOARS UP TO ROOF-HIGH IN A SINGLE YEAR! 

Grows More In One Month Than Most Other Shade Trees Grow In 
AN ENTIRE YEAR—More In One Season Than Ordinary Shade 
Trees Grow In 2 Years, 3 Years or Even 5 Years! (Illustration 
shows magnificent size, spread and beauty of mature Populus 
Canadensis Eugenei.) 

I W 

MAIL NO-RISK COUPON TODAY 
WILLOW RIVER NURSERY SALES, INC., Dept. RHT-36 
346 Maple Ave., Westbury, N.Y. 11590 

Yes, please rush me the SUPER GROWING SHADE TREE(S) 
indicated below: 
□ (#001) 1 for only $3.95 plus 75t post. & hand. 
□ (#002) 2 for only $6.95 (SAVE over $1.00) plus $1.00 post. & hand. 
□ (#004) 4 for only $10.00 (SAVE over $7.00) plus $1.50 post. & hand. 
□ (#010) 10 for only $20.00 (SAVE over $20.00) plus $3.00 post, and hand. 
□ (#020) 20 for only $30.00 (SAVE over $55.00) plus $5.00 post. & hand. 

If after receiving my order I am not fully delighted, I may return anytime 
within 90 days and you will refund my purchase price in full (less only post¬ 
age and handling costs). 

Total amount enclosed $  
No COD’S please. 

Name  

(N.Y. Residents add sales tax). 

-State- 
Weather conditions will determine date of shipment. Your trees will be shipped . 
in early spring for proper planting time in your area. 

Here's a luxury sight you 
don't have to wait half a 
life-time growing — a 
matched pair of these tow¬ 
ering show-pieces. 

Picture your patio bathed 
in the cool, fragrant beauty 
of this show-stopping mira¬ 
cle tree from early spring 
to the first snows of winter. 

Just a few minutes planting 
time, a few season's grow¬ 
ing time, rewards you with 
twin towers of beauty. 
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A number of Monroe County Electric Co-Operative 
members don’t remember what life used to be like in the 
rural areas without electricity. We won’t shake the kerosene 
lantern in your faces, but we think it is proper to consider 
the early days of the cooperative. 

The days before electric service Farmers had to pump 
water by hand for livestock. Feeding was done by hand, as 
well as milking the cows. When darkness arrived, kerosene 
lights had to be lighted to finish the chores both indoors 
and out. Rural homes rarely had such conveniences as 
plumbing, central heating or refrigeration. People had to do 
hard work to preserve food and obtain fuel for winter. 
Washday was more than a spot on the weekly calendar. 
There weren’t too many romantic illusions those days 
about rustic life — it was just plain hard work! 

Electricity solved many problems for rural families. 
It made their lives easier. Its value was recognized by 
early cooperative members who were often impatient 
about getting service to their homes and farms. 

Electricity continues to make life easier today. Just 
think of the many inconveniences you experience during a 
service interruption because of a storm. How impatient are 
you to have service restored? Electricity is a valuable 
product. It is a good deal. 

The energy cost involved in preparing breakfast for the 
average family is far less than the cost of one cup of coffee 
at your favorite restaurant. Based on the average rate of five 
cents a kilowatt-hour, it would cost just 15 cents to operate 
a frypan for one-half hour, a kitchen light for one hour, and 
operate the following appliances: coffeemaker, radio, 
toaster, refrigerator, clock and dishwasher. In addition, you 
would have enough change left from that cup of coffee you 
didn’t purchase at the restaurant to have warm water for a 

shower, keep your furnace fan motor going, and use the 
garbage disposal. People should consider the convenience 
behind the cost. 

Two gallons of regular gasoline, in Btu equivalents, 
is the same as 72.7 kilowatt-hours of electricity. If you 
used 72.7 kilowatt-hours each day for 30 days, the total 
for the period would be 2,181 kWh. At five cents per 
kilowatt-hour, that amounts to $109.05 How much 

gasoline at $1.30 per gallon do you use each month? 

It is doubtful most rural families can get by with two 
gallons of gasoline a day. 

People pay their electric bills 30 to 45 days after they 
have used the electricity and tend to forget all of the 
jobs it has done for them. You purchase gasoline or food 
before you receive its benefits and have to purchase more, 
with cash in advance of its being used, whereas you use 
electricity and then pay for it once each month. 

If you want to conserve energy and save money, 
monitor your daily kWh usage and budget your kWh 
consumption as you would your grocery or gasoline 
purchase. Read your meter daily and curtail usage to the 
number of kWh’s budgeted for each day. 

I really don’t think we want to do that, but do 
remember the benefits we all realize from electricity, 
then compare what we are paying for other commodities 
and services. 

DECEMBER POWER BILL 

Cost of Purchased Power 
Number of KWH’s Purchased 
Cost per KWH 
Less amount covered by base rate 

$146,835.90 
4,998,000 
.02938 
.02800 

Difference .00138 

Average Line Loss factor X .10 

WPCA for KWH used December 15 
to January 15 — payable with 
January 15 bill .00152 

Annual Meeting 
Monday 

April 13, 1981 

7:30 pm 

Waterloo Grade School 
Gymnasium 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
On Small Power Production and Co-generation 

Monroe County Electric Co-operative, Inc., hereby 
gives public notice, pursuant to the provisions of the 
Federal Public Utilities Regulatory Policies Act of 1978, 
and rules and regulations adopted pursuant thereto (18 
CFR Part 292, Subpart D, Section 292.401) of a public 
hearing concerning Small Power Production and 
Co-generation, to be held at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, 
March 11, 1981, in the meeting room of the Monroe 

County Electric Co-Operative headquarters building on 
Highway 3 North, City of Waterloo, County of Monroe, 
State of Illinois. 

The public meeting will be held to discuss the rights 
and duties of Monroe County Electric Co-Operative, Inc., 
and small power producers and co-generators which have 
the status of qualifying facilities. Small power producers 
include solar, wind turbine generators, waste, biomass, etc., 
and co-generators include qualifying facilities which 
produce waste heat or steam and electric energy. 

The hearing will discuss the circumstances under 
which the electric cooperative is obligated to purchase 
electric energy from and sell electric energy to such 
qualifying facilities, provide avoided cost data, establish 
rates for purchases and sales which are just and reasonable, 
in the public interest and non discriminatory, provide 
backup power and other services and establish standards 
for operating safety and reliability. 

Avoid hypothermia 
While we all want to conserve energy in as many ways 

as possible, there is one important warning concerning 
household temperatures in winter. 

Hypothermia occurs when the body cannot produce 
enough body heat. It can happen to anyone, but older 
people are more susceptible. 

People with circulatory problems, those taking certain 
types of drugs (e.g. phenotizaines, commonly used to 
treat anxiety and nausea), and children under two may also 
be vulnerable. 

It’s best to seek the advice of your doctor. 

Youth to A 
Washington 
Tour A 

Two area high school students will be awarded all- 
expense-paid, one-week tours of Washington, D. C., June 

12-19, 1981 by Monroe County Electric Co-Operative. 
The format of this year’s competition will be 

completion of a questionnaire concerning the rural elect¬ 
rification program and the cooperative. We encourage 
participation from sophomores and juniors of high schools 
within the cooperative service area. Students from 
Columbia, Dupo, Freeburg, Gibault, New Athens, Red Bud, 
Valmeyer and Waterloo high schools are eligible to enter. 

A questionnaire will be attached to the entry forms. It 
must be completed and returned to the cooperative office 
by March 23, 1981. Students with the five highest scores 
on the questionnaire will qualify as semi-finalists. These 
five, upon notification, must submit a two-page, double-1 

spaced, typewritten essay, “America’s Energy Choices 
of the Future.” The two students who submit the most 
original and informative essays will be chosen as winners 
to participate in the Washington tour. 

The five semi-finalists will be invited to participate iit 
the “Springfield Youth Tour” on April 22, 1981. 

Entry forms will be available to your high school or 
at the cooperative office in Waterloo. You may use the 
request form printed below for an informational packet 

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION PACKET 
from Monroe County Electric Co-Operative, 

P. O. Box 128, Waterloo, IL. 62298 

Please send me information on the Illinois “Youth to * 
Washington” Contest. 

NAME  AGE  

ADDRESS   

SCHOOL  

CLASS - SOPHOMORE JUNIOR  

TELEPHONE NUMBER  
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If Ruptured 
TRY THIS OUT 

Modern Protection Provides Great 
Comfort and Holding' Security 

An “eye-opening” revelation in sensi- 
t>le and comfortable reducible rupture 
protection may be yours for the asking, 
without cost or obligation. Full details 
of the new and different Rice Support 
Will be sent you Free. Here’s a Support 
that has brought joy and comfort to 
thousands—by releasing them from 
Trusses that bind and cut. Designed to 
securely hold a rupture up and in where 
it belongs and yet give freedom of body 
and genuine comfort. For full informa¬ 
tion—write today! WILLIAM S. RICE, 
lues., ADAMS, N. Y„ 13605 DEPT. 9P 

3CC JU. 
DID YOU KNOW? 

That old stock tank, water 
reservoirs, etc., coated with 
Virden Tank Coat, are better 

^than new ones! Fix it and forget 
(it! Let us send you complete 
(information. This is our 29th 

year. VIRDEN PERMA-BILT 
•XO., 2821 Mays St., P. O. Box 

71601N. Phone: 806/352-2761, 
.Amarillo, TX 79109 

rkggnregmjal 

Fireplace Owners, 
Solve Your Home-Heating Costs. . .NOW! 
FREE HEAT MACHINE® 

Warm Home SAVE MONEY! 
THE FREE HEAT MACHINE® can be used 

independent of, or in conjunction with, your exist¬ 
ing heating system and can substantially reduce 
your heating bill. 

For instance, if you build a typical fire with three 
logs, your FREE HEAT MACHINE® will produce 
38,000 BTU’s of usable heat. That’s enough to 
heat 1,800 to 2,000 square feet of living area. 

Any solid fuel (wood, coal, paper logs, etc.) can 
be used. Since the machine is so efficient, you will 
use less fuel than you use now. 

The only other cost to operate the unit is for 
electrical power to run the two blowers. That’s 
less than 150 watts, or the same as one light bulb! 

Clip and Mail Today: 

NAME   

ADDRESS 

CITY 

HOME PHONE 

BUS PHONE 

STATE   

We would like to have free and without obligation, more information on your Free Mea* 
Machine® for our home. In order to better help you estimate what size Free Heat Machine® 
would best fit our fireplace and how much we could save on our winter utility bills, we have fill¬ 
ed in the following information: 

Size of Home . _Sq. Ft. 
Clean Out Trap   

Approximate winter utility bill: 
Electric: $ per mo. 
Fuel Oil: $ per mo. 

Central Duct-work 
 Yes  f 

Natural Gas: $ . 

per mo. 
_per mo. 

Wood Use 

Fireplace: 
Brick: 

Other: 
Fireplace Dimensions: 

Depth inches 
(From front of opening 
to back of fire box.) 

5 Year Warranty 
On Heat Exchanger! 

@ Listed 

U S. Patent 3938496 

• Two 2-speed air blowers of ef¬ 
ficiency and quiet operation. 

• Air filters protect blowers from 
dust, extend blower life. 

• Glass doors prevent heated room 
air from escaping up chimney. 

• Competitively tested and recom¬ 
mended by a major utility. 

• Quality construction, built to last. 

• Easy to install without any alter¬ 
ations to existing masonry fire¬ 
places. 

• Just six models fit 95% of all 
home fireplaces. 

We know of no other unit that puts 
out as much heat as the FREE 
HEAT MACHINE*! 

See The Amazing 

FREE HEAT MACHINE 
Can Pay for Itself In LESS than 2 Years! 

FREE HEAT DISTRIBUTORS, INC. 
Some areas still open for Dealerships. 

8744 East 46th • Tulsa, Oklahoma 74145 • (918) 663-3590 

Ke££ij BTOS. 

FREE! 
Spring Planting Nursery Catalog 
Your new FREE Kelly Catalog has helpful gardening tips. Grow 
your own strawberries, raspberries, grapes, asparagus, dwarf 
fruit trees, roses, perennials, flowering shrubs, trees. Send for 
your Kelly Spring Garden Guide & Nursery Catalog today. 

KELLY BROS. NURSERIES, INC. 
984Maple St., Dansville, NY 14437 

Yes, rush my FREE Kelly Fall Catalog to: 

| Name   

I Address   

L: 
. Zip. 

(Sorry, no catalogs to AZ, CA. OR, WA) J 
PUT THE CHAMP™ 

TO WORK FOR YOU! 

fissistam 
Roney 
ianl 

Curtis does the heavy difficult framing on your 
lot and foundation. You complete it with Curtis 
quality materials and simple, step-by-step in¬ 

structions. 

THE "CHAMP" WORKS TEN 
WAYS FOR YOU! 
■ Easy credit during construction. 
■ No big down payment, no deposit. 
■ No bank qualification at the start. 
■ Low monthly payments. 
■ Below market interest rates. 
■ Build without a fully paid for lot. 
■ 6 month price guarantee. 
■ No installments til Fall 1981." 
■ Complete-it-yourself and save. 
■ Long term mortgage money. 

'Finance charge accrues on date of first delivery. 

Send coupon or call. No obligation. Allow three 
weeks for delivery or send $1.00 for priority 
handling. 

There's a representative near you! 
Phone 1-800-358-9150 

Complete It Yourself 

Curtis Homes 
If you have desire...We have the trust! 

Send me your FREE Homes Catalog. 
CURTIS HOMES, DEPT. IL-1 
327 5th Street. WDIP . Perrysburg, OH 43551 

Address. 

City  

County_ 

_State  

-Phone ( 

_Zip_ 

□ I own or can get a lot. 
□ Enclosed Is $1 00 for priority handling. 
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New Adams Manager 

Roger Mohrman, left, 

with Dean Searls 

Mohrman new Adams manager 
Roger C. Mohrman, an employee of 

Adams Electrical Co-Operative 
for 27 years, is the new manager of the 
Camp Point-based electric cooperative, 
replacing Dean L. Searls, who retired 
March 1 after almost 40 years as 
manager. 

Mohrman, an Adams County native 
who grew up on a farm near Quincy, is 
a graduate of Quincy High School 
and the University of Illinois (1951) 
with a bachelor of science degree in 
agriculture. Following service in the 
Air Force during the Korean War, 

ADVERTISEMENT 

Afraid You’re 
Going Deaf? 
Chicago, 111.—A free offer of 
special interest to those who have 
trouble hearing has been an¬ 
nounced by Beltone. A non¬ 
operating model of one of the 
smallest Beltone aids of its kind 
will be given absolutely free to 
anyone requesting it. 

Send for this model, put it on 
and wear it in the privacy of your 
own home. While many people 
with a hearing loss will not receive 
any significant benefit from any 
hearing aid, this free model will 
show you how tiny hearing help 
can be. It is not a real hearing aid, 
and it’s yours to keep, free. The 
actual aid weighs less than a 
fourth of an ounce, and it’s all at 
ear level, in one unit. 

These models are free, so we 
suggest you write for yours now. 
Again, we repeat, there is no cost, 
and certainly no obligation. 
Thousands have already been 
mailed, so write today to Dept. 
C-501, Beltone Electronics Corp., 
4201 W. Victoria, Chicago, 
Illinois 60646. 

MARCH 1981 

Mohrman returned to Adams County 
and began work for the cooperative 
as power use advisor. He was named 
member services manager in 1962. 

Mohrman and wife Margie live near 
Camp Point, where he is active in a 
number of community, church and 
school activities. He served two terms 
as president of the Adams County 
Community School District 3, is a 
former president of the Camp Point 
Lions Club, is president and 
coordinator of the Adams-Brown- 
Schuyler Water Cooperative, has 

served on the boards of the Adams 
County Heart Association, Cancer 
Society and United Fund, is active in 
the Camp Point United Methodist 
Church, the Illinois Farm 
Electrification Council and the Power 
Use-Member Service Section of the 
Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives. Margie is also busy in 
the electric cooperative program as a 
Regional Committeewoman for the 
National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association. 

The Mohrmans have four children: 
Dennis Mohrman of Keokuk, Iowa, 
a YMCA director; Deborah Henry of 
Riverton, a first-grade teacher; DiAnn 
Hughes of Quincy, employed in the 
advertising department of Moorman 
Manufacturing Company, and Denise, 
a sixth grader at Camp Point 
Elementary School. They have two 
grandchildren. 

Searls’ retirement marked the end 
of a distinguished career in rural 
electrification. In addition to his 
work in Illinois, Searls served on three 
different occasions in overseas assign¬ 
ments to assist other countries with 
rural electrification. 

PUT THE CHAMP™ TO WORK FOR YOU! 

assistance 

Handy, ambitious people don't have to wait to afford a home. Curtis has the "CHAMP" to put 
homeownership within your reach Now! There's no other building and financing plan like it 
anywhere. Curtis does the heavy difficult framing on your lot and foundation. You complete it 
with Curtis quality materials and simple, step-by-step instructions. Curtis arranges the easy 
credit during construction and has millions in permanent mortgage money available when 
you finish. Send for free details today. 

THE "CHAMP'' WORKS FOR YOU! 
■ No big down payment, no deposit. 
■ No bank qualification at the start. 
■ Low monthly payments. 
■ Below market interest rates. 

Build without a fully paid for lot. 
6 month price guarantee. 
No installments til Fall 1981.' 
Compiete-it-yourself and save. 
Long term mortgage money. 

"Finance charge accrues on date of first delivery. 

Send coupon or call. No obligation. 
Allow three weeks for delivery or send $1.00 for 
priority handling. 

There’s a representative near you! 

Phone 1.800-358-9150 
Complete It Yourself 

Curtis Homes 
If you have desire... We have the trust! MUMV J 

Send me your FREE Homes Catalog. 
CURTIS HOMES, DEPT. IL-1 
327 5th St. WDIP, Perrysburg, OH 43551 
(Please Print) 

Name  

Address 

City   

County 

Zip 

Phone( 
I own or can get a lot. 
Enclosed is $1.00 for priority handling. 
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We invite all members to attend the cooperative’s 
annual meeting Monday night, March 30, 1981. The 
meeting will begin at 7:30 p.m. and will be held at the 
Waterloo Junior High School Auditorium. Please note that 
the meeting date March 30 is two weeks earlier than usual. 
By scheduling the annual meeting a little earlier, it is 
hoped there will be better attendance, as many of the 
farmers may be working in the fields in mid-April. 

A lot of planning and costs are involved in setting up 
and making arrangements for a meeting of this nature. 
We are always concerned about having a quorum present. 
As the bylaws now read, we need a minimum of ten percent 
of the membership present at a member meeting in person 
or by proxy to constitute a quorum. Since our membership 

is near 3,500, we need approximately 350 members to 
attend the meeting. 

In addition to normal business, the members will act 
on two amendments to the Bylaws as follows: 

Article III, Section 4: Quorum — this section will be 
amended to read, “Three (3) percent of the membership in 
person or represented by proxy, shall constitute a 
quorum.” This is a change from 10 percent to three percent 
of the membership to constimte a quorum. This change in 
determining a quorum reflects the growing size of your 
cooperative and provides a practical and equitable pro¬ 
cedure to satisfy the quorum requirement. 

Article III, Section 6: Proxies presently provide that 
at all meetings of the Co-Operative a member may vote by 
proxy. It further provides that no member may vote for 
more than three (3) proxies. The proposed amendment 
provides that no member shall vote as proxy for more 
than ten (10) members at any meeting. This increase 
also reflects the growing size of the cooperative and pro¬ 
vides a more efficient and effective method to vote proxies. 
At the same time, it limits the voting control that any single 
member can exercise at any one meeting. 

We urge you to exercise your right to participate in 
conducting the business of your cooperative. 

Early Bird Prizes 
Three $25.00 credits on electric bill 
One Hamilton Beach Can Opener/Knife Sharpener 
One Hamilton Beach 2-slice toaster 
One Hamilton Beach Toaster Oven 
One Hamilton Beach Electric Knife 
One Hamilton Beach Hand Mixer 
Six West Bend Com Poppers 
One West Bend 11-inch square skillet 
Two West Bend 9-cup percolator 
One West Bend 6-quart slo-cooker 
One Northern Blow Dryer 
Two Northern Heating Pads 
One Northern Make up mirror 
Two 1-gallon Gott Coolers 
One 2-gallon Gott Cooler 
Two Wellen Smoke Detectors 
One Storm Alert 
One Circular Saw 
One Wen 3/8-inch Electric Drill 
One Solder Gun Kit 

January Power Bill 
Cost of Purchased Power 
Number of kWh’s Purchased 
Cost per kWh 
Less amount covered by Base Rate 
Difference 
Average line loss factor 

$169,275.80 
6,046,200 

.028 

.028 

.0 
X .10 

W.P.C.A. for kWh used January 15 
to February 15 — payable with 
February 15 bill. -0- 

Attend your annual meeting 

March 30, 1981 

at the 

Waterloo Junior High School 

Auditorium 

7:30 p.m. 

12 ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS 



March 30 
Annual meeting set - earlier than usual 
The 43rd Annual Members’ Meeting of the Monroe 

County Electric Co-Operative, Inc., will begin at 7:30 p.m. 
on Monday, March 30, 1981, at the Waterloo Junior High 
School Auditorium. 

Registration begins at 6:45 p.m. We will give three 
$25 credits toward your electric bill as “Early Bird” 
attendance prizes. The first “Early Bird” drawing will be 
at 7:20 p.m. The drawings for the other two “Early Bird” 
$25 credits will be at 7:25 p.m. and 7:30 p.m., respectively. 

We have many fine attendance prizes to be given away 
at the conclusion of the meeting. A list of these is included 
in this issue. All active registered members will receive a 
“Handi-Sweep Mini,” an amazing little sweeper that is 
the perfect solution for quick and easy clean-ups. It works 
like a minature vacuum, yet needs no cords or batteries. You 
won’t want to miss this cleaning machine you hold in your 
hand. Come early, register for the “Early Bird” prizes and 
get your Handi-Sweep Mini. 

Three members will be selected to your cooperatives 
Board of Directors. The nominating committee has placed 
the names of Lee A. Hoffman, District 4, Gilbert Fischer, 
District 5, and Robert W. Rippelmeyer, District 6, in 
nomination on the ballot for election to three year terms 
to your Board of Directors. All are incumbent board 
members seeking reelection. Additional nominations may 
be made from the floor during the meeting. 

Members of the nominating committee, who met 
February 16, 1981, at the cooperative office were: 
Frederick Meister, Theodore Offermann, and Walter Wetzel, 
Sr., of District 4; Terry Stahl, Dean Skaer, and Anthony 
Neff of District 5; and Glennon Sondag, Marvin 
Schweickhardt, and Wm. Linnemann of District 6. We 

Electricity never 
Many of our members assume when they leave on 

vacation, their service meter stops until they return home 
from vacation. If they are on vacation for two weeks, they 
expect their electric bill to reduce to about one-half the 
normal usage. 

Let’s ask ourselves a few questions before we assume 
our electric bill should decrease by any considerable 
amount during vacation time. 

1. Was the water heater turned off during vacation 
time? Remember, if the electric water heater is left 
energized during vacation, it will continue to operate 
and maintain the tank temperature even if you are 
not using any hot water. 

2. Was the electric refrigerator disconnected? If the 
refrigerator is left on, it will continue to operate to 
maintain set temperature. 

3. Was the frost-free freezer turned off? Frost-free 
freezers and refrigerators will continue to cycle 
daily even if you are not at home. Many frost-free 
refrigerators are on a six hour cycle, defrosting the 
frost on the coils and then cooling again. 

4. Other appliances that are normally left on are 

thank the above cooperative members for serving on the 
nominating committee. 

Members will also hear and approve the reports of the 
officers and directors, vote on two ammendments to the 
Bylaws, the first, Article III Section 4, concerning establish¬ 
ment of a quorum at member meetings, and Article III 
Section 6, concerning the voting of proxies of member 
meetings. (See explanation of Bylaw changes in Manager 
Joe Fellin’s article on preceding page.) These Bylaw 
revisions are fully explained in the 1981 Annual Meeting 
notice. Members will also act and vote on any and all other 
business which may come before the meeting. 

All cooperative members were mailed their official 
annual meeting notices on March 19, 1981. On the bottom 
of the back cover there is a perforated card with the 
members name and address. This card serves two purposes. 
One, as a registration card for those attending the meeting, 
and two, the reverse side of the card serves as a proxy. We 
urge all members to attend the annual meeting, but those 
unable to attend should fill out and sign the proxy and give 
it to a member who will attend or forward it to the coop¬ 
erative office. This allows the person assigned your proxy 
to vote in your stead on matters coming before the 
meeting. 

Entertainment will be provided by magician Gene 
DeVoe, your con-Gene-ial Host. Mr. DeVoe performed at 
our annual meeting several years ago and was well received. 

You won’t want to miss his feats of illusion and sleight-of- 
hand trickery. 

Call a friend or neighbor and invite them to attend 
this year’s Annual Meeting with you. See you the 30th 
of March. 

takes a vacation 
dehumidifiers, clocks, pumps, sump pumps and 
automatic lighting. Of course in the winter, heat is 
generally left on a lower setting to keep the plumbing 
from freezing. 

If you are determined that no electricity is to be used 
during your vacation, you can accomplish this by 
disconnecting the main fuse or breaker at the main entrance 
box. Remember in so doing, those automatic appliances 
will stop. Your refrigerator and freezer will be defrosted 
and the dehumidifier will not keep the basement free of 
moisture. 

We suggest that you read your meter when you leave 
for vacation and read it again when you return. By getting 
these readings, you can determine the kilowatt usage during 
your vacation. 

Another reminder is that many vacationers bring home 
one or two weeks supply of dirty laundry. Of course this 
gets the electric water heater off to a heavy work-out on 
the first day or two home. 

Remember, even though you are away from home, 
the electrical requirement for power in the home still 
exists. 
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Farmers Union members told 

Thompson pledges working farmer as Ag head 
next Illinois Director of 

.M. Agriculture will be a working 
farmer,” Governor James Thompson 
told those attending the Illinois 
Farmers Union annual meeting during 
February in Springfield. “I’m going to 
find the best person I can in the 
state,” Thompson added, “and I 
guarantee you he’ll be a working 

farmer.” 
The Governor added that the 

departure of John Block, former 
Director of Agriculture, has made the 
choice a difficult one, and that some 
of the staffers Block took with him to 
Washington might have merited con¬ 
sideration. 

Block’s quick selection to the 

Fireplace Owners, 
Solve Your Home-Heating Costs. . .NOW! 
FREE HEAT MACHINE® 

Warm Home SAVE MONEY! 
THE FREE HEAT MACHINE® can be used 

independent of, or in conjunction with, your exist¬ 
ing heating system and can substantially reduce 
your heating bill. 

For instance, if you build a typical fire with three 
logs, your FREE HEAT MACHINE® will produce 
38,000 BTU’s of usable heat. That’s enough to 
heat 1,800 to 2,000 square feet of living area. 

Any solid fuel (wood, coal, paper logs, etc.) can 
be used. Since the machine is so efficient, you will 
use less fuel than you use now. 

The only other cost to operate the unit is for 
electrical power to run the two blowers. That’s 
less than 150 watts, or the same as one light bulb! 

Clip and Mail Today: 

NAME  

ADDRESS 

CITY  

. HOME PHONE 

_ BUS PHONE 

_ STATE   

We would like to have free and without obligation, more information on your Free Heat 
Machine® for our home. In order to better help you estimate what size Free Heat Machine® 
would best fit our fireplace and how much we could save on our winter utility bills, we have fill¬ 
ed in the following information: 

Size of Home . _Sq. Ft. 
Clean Out Trap   

Approximate winter utility bill: 
Electric: $ per mo. 
Fuel Oil: $ per mo. 

Central Duct-work 
 Yes  f 

Wood Use Per Year _ 
Natural Gas: $ . 
 Cord  

per mo. 
_per mo. 

Fireplace: 

5 Year Warranty 

On Heat Exchanger! 

(5) listed 

U S. Patent 3938496 

• Two 2-speed air blowers of ef¬ 
ficiency and quiet operation. 

• Air filters protect blowers from 
dust, extend blower life. 

• Glass doors prevent heated room 
air from escaping up chimney. 

• Competitively tested and recom¬ 
mended by a major utility. 

• Quality construction, built to last. 

• Easy to install without any alter¬ 
ations to existing masonry fire¬ 
places. 

• Just six models fit 95% of all 
home fireplaces. 

We know of no other unit that puts 
out as much heat as the FREE 
HEAT MACHINE®! 

See The Amazing 

FREE HEAT MACHINE 
Can Pay for Itself In LESS than 2 Years! 

FREE HEAT DISTRIBUTORS, INC. 
Some areas still open for Dealerships. 

8744 East 46th • Tulsa, Oklahoma 74145 • (918) 663-3590 

national post, heartily endorsed by the 
Farmers Union, boosted the state’s 
prestige and given Illinois more 
influence, the Governor added. 

“We’ve been leaders in the Illinois 
Agriculture Department — to the point 

where, in the decision of U. S. Agri¬ 
culture Secretary, Block was by far the 
clear choice,” he said. 

While the governor’s quest for a 
working farmer was good news for his 
audience, he also brought less happy 
tidings to the meeting. 

“I’d like your support for increases 
in the gas, liquor and cigarette taxes 
and license plate fees,” he told them. 
The gas tax hasn’t been raised in ten 
years, and I don’t know anything that 
hasn’t gone up in ten years except 
the price of com,” he said. 

“I’ve had calls for better roads and 
transportation in Illinois, and every¬ 
body knows they’re going to have to 
be paid for, so I assume they’re willing 
to go along with higher taxes. If you 
don’t think we need a better system — 
or if you’re not willing to pay for it — 
write me a letter. If you do, write your 
congressman.” 

Harold Dodd, a Loami farmer and 
president of the IFU, told his audience 
that the organization was proud of its 
successful efforts to have sales taxes 
removed from any farm equipment 
costing more than $1,000. “This 
climaxes a four-year effort, he said, 
“and we were able to get an eight- 
percent upper limit freeze on farmland 
assessments. 

“We are still very concerned with 
the exodus from the farm,” he said, 
“and statistics show that nearly 2,200 
farmers leave the land every week of 
the year.” 

Senator Alan Dixon addressed the 
meeting, congratulating the members 
on a legislative job well done. He 

warned of cuts in the federal budget, 
but added that they would be fair 
cuts, with every sector of the economy 
taking its share of the bitter medicine. 

(Editor’s note: Governor Thompson 
fulfilled the pledge made to Farmers 
Union, naming Morgan County farmer 
Larry Werries as Illinois Director of 
Agriculture on March 3.) 
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Building a new home? Take advantage 
of the sun and both winter and summer 
Persons planning to build a new 

home can build in energy savings 
in a number of ways, including 
orientation of the structure in order to 
take advantage of the sun in both 
winter and summer. 

Test and studies by builders, 
utilities, government agencies and 
colleges and universities have demon¬ 
strated that how you place your home 
will have a marked impact on the 
maximum heat gain from the sun in 
the winter and the minimum heat gain 
in the summer. 

House orientation related to 
potential energy savings is primarily 
concerned with the mid-summer or 
mid-winter path of the sun across the 
house. It will also help you take 
advantage of or counter prevailing 
winds. Heat gain from solar radiation 
can enter the house by conduction 
through the walls and roof and/or by 
radiation through the windows. A high 
level of solar radiation can be 
converted into heat when it strikes 
absorbant material in the household 
through the windows. Therefore, in 
those areas where summer cooling 
is a problem the building should be 
oriented to keep the sun off the 
largest window area for the maximum 
of the summer season. For winter 
heating, certain areas of the house 
should be oriented to keep the sun 
on the largest window area for the 
maximum part of the winter season. 

During the summer, the sun rises 
north of east and sets north of west 

and at noon is at a high altitude. By 
contrast, in the winter the sun rises 
south of east and sets south of west 
and is at a relatively low altitude at 
noon. Therefore, a house oriented 
with its long axis running east and 
west will position the smallest wall 
area towards the rising and setting 
sun. In the winter, the sun altitude is 
much lower so the sun’s rays pass 
under the roof overhang and through 
the windows to deliver radiant heat to 
the house. Ideal house orientation is 
where the long axis of the house runs 
due east and west and the wall having 
the maximum window area faces due 
south. 

Building design factors which 
optimize energy efficiency are: (1) 
reduce summer wall exposure to the 
sun by minimizing the east or west 
wall area, (2) minimize the number of 
windows on the east and west walls 
and provide shading for the morning 
and/or afternoon summer sun, (3) roof 
overhand on the south wall should be 

sufficient to shade the south-wall 
windows during the summer but not 
shade them to prevent winter-time 
radiation from entering, (4) windows 
should be eliminated from the north 
wall and only considered for light or 
cross ventilation for summer cooling, 
and (5) the roof should be slanted on 
the south side for proper placement of 
solar collecting equipment. 

Of course, the location of a house 
cannot always be arranged to achieve 
optimum orientation as related to sun 
exposure and/or wind direction. 
Fortunately, existing homes that have 
a less than ideal house orientation 
can even achieve energy savings by 
carefully using landscaping methods 
or techniques. Maximum use of 
landscaping designs can produce 
energy saving on your heating and 
cooling load as much as 25 to 30 
percent over an unshaded house. 
Next month we will discuss how 
landscaping your existing home may 
help you save energy. 

I To: A.I.E.C. Publications 

P. O. Box 3787 

Springfield, Illinois 62708 
Please mail me   copies of the publication 

“Home Weatherization” 

(For each copy, enclose $1.00 to cover the cost of the 

book and pay postage and handling.) 

i Please Print Name    

Mailing Address   

City   State Zip   
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Across the 
manager's 
desk 

Joseph J. Fell in 

Manager 

We have been reading with interest and concern the 
Reagan Administration budget. It is entitled: “Americas 
New Beginning: A Program for Economic Recovery.” 
Particularly where it concerns rural electrification 
financing, the administration’s plan represents a radical 
change in philosophy toward rural electric cooperative 
financing. 

We’ll do our part in supporting efforts to improve the 
economy of our country, however where the proposals 
drastically affect the well being of the cooperative and 
its members, we need to stand up and be heard. 

In 1944 Congress and President Roosevelt approved 
an act which eliminated the formula that tied interest 
on REA loans to the treasury rate and set a new rate at 
2 percent. That remained in effect until 1973 when interest 
levels were raised to five percent with 30 percent of the 
loan coming from supplemental financing at prevailing 
rates, and set a special rate of 2 percent for cooperatives 
with fewer than two consumers per miles of line. 

This issue of the Monroe Electric News will deal 
with the administration’s proposals and how those 
proposals affect the rural electric cooperatives of the 
country. 

In several different forums, the administration has 
moved closer to admitting that its objective was to 
eliminate federal involvement in financing rural electric 
cooperatives. 

The cooperatives, while relying on private markets for 
financing, are able to get a break in interest rates through 
Federal Financing Bank (FFB) and Rural Electrification 
Administration participation in obtaining capital. 

The co-ops’ capital needs have been running about $6 
billion a year to build generation, transmission and dis¬ 
tribution facilities needed to serve areas which, on the 
average, have only 4.6 consumers and revenues of $2,887 
per mile of line. Comparable figures for power companies 
are 35.8 consumers and $36,652 per mile. Because of this 
disparity, cooperative rates average about 12 percent higher 
than those of other utilities. 

Immediate aims of the Reagan administration are 

denial to cooperatives of entrance to the private money 
markets through the Federal Financing Bank (FFB), 
elimination of two percent loans to hardship cases, 
reduction in dollars available through the insured loan 
program, and withdrawal of generation and transmission 
cooperatives’ eligibility to borrow under the insured loan 
program. 

Taking the announced cuts and changes in the law as 
the extent of Reagan’s plans for REA, some distribution 
cooperatives felt they would at least be able to count on 
five percent loans from the insured revolving fund, and 
generation and transmission systems would retain the 
benefit of the guarantee. This is becoming less certain. 
Rural electric leaders meeting with OMB this week came 
away fearing that the administration is likely to try to raise 
the five percent rate after the 1982 budget year, and 
Secretary of Agriculture John Block testified Tuesday 
before the House Congressional Budget Committee that 
eventually co-ops would operate without any government 
support. Meanwhile, REA has stopped making loans to 
distribution systems where transmission financing is 
involved. 

Administration spokesmen had said previously that it 
would retain the guarantee for rural electric cooperatives 
but require them to go directly to the market, not through 
the FFB. But last weekend, OMB Director David Stockman 
made it clear that he held the guarantees in low esteem. 

“Loan guarantees are basically not a business the 
government ought to be in,” Stockman was quoted as 
saying in The Washington Post on Monday. The article 
said that REA guaranteed loan program was to be curtailed. 

The initial, formal administration move against federal 
involvement in REA financing is to bar the cooperatives 
from using the Federal Financing Bank. The generation and 
transmission cooperatives, armed with the REA 
administrator’s guarantee, are expected to borrow 
approximately $5 billion in the current fiscal year (ending 
September 30) through the FFB. They will pay whatever 
the Treasury has to pay on the open market plus one-eighth 
of one percent for the money if they go through FFB. They 
will pay more and the Treasury will lose the profit on 
brokering if they go directly. 

NRECA Economist Don Smith calculates that denial of 
going through the FFB will increase cooperative interest 
costs $5,399 billion over a 10-year period. It will also cost 
the Treasury $60-million in profit over four years. Even 
with the guarantee, most financial professionals agree that 
the cooperatives will have to pay one to IVi percent more 

for their money than the Treasury would. 
REA is the only one of the approximately 30 agencies 
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What all the terms mean 
Financing Glossary 

Direct loans (no longer made): Money appropriated 
by Congress for the making of loans bf the REA 
Administrator to enable borrowers to provide electric 
service in rural areas. This was the source of all federal 
financing of rural electric systems prior to a change in the 
basic Rural Electrification Act, signed by President Nixon 
in May 1973. At the time of the change, the interest rate on 
all REA loans was two percent whether to power supply or 
distribution cooperatives. The level of loans authorized 
by Congress for Fiscal Year 1973 was $545 million, of 
which most was impounded by President Nixon. Congress 
retained, legally, the direct loan program, but has not 
used it since the act was amended. 

Insured loans: Loans made since May 1973, from a 
Revolving Fund. Almost all of the insured loans are made 
to distribution-type borrowers of a cooperative nature or to 
public power districts at five percent interest. A few are 
made at a special two percent interest to borrowers who 
meet a definition of need established in the law by 
Congress. Confusingly, Congress, agencies, and writers often 
use “direct” interchangeably with “insured.” Insured loans, 
while not a part of the federal budget, have a floor and a 
ceiling established annually by the Congress. In the last 
Fiscal Year (1980), the floor was $850 million; the ceiling 
was $1.1 billion. Actual loans totaled $925 million. 

Concurrent loans: The REA Administrator requires 
borrowers eligible for five percent insured loans to supple¬ 
ment the money obtained from the REA revolving fund 
with privately obtained “concurrent” loans. For most 
borrowers, the Administrator requires 30 percent money 
market financing; for a few, as little as 10 percent. Most 
supplemental financing is from a lending institution owned 
by the cooperative borrowers, the National Rural Utilities 
Cooperative Finance Corporation, known as CFC. 

Guaranteed loans: These are loans employing money 
obtained, fundamentally, from the private money market 

at prevailing interest rates. Repayment is guaranteed by 
the REA Administrator. In actual practice, these loans have 
come from the Federal Financing Bank (FFB) which is 
able, through the Treasury, to get more favorable terms in 
the money market than the borrowers could acting 
individually. FFB charges the borrowers an add-on to 
enable it to operate without cost to the government. It 
has, in fact, made money on the REA loans (about $6 
million a year). Congress has set a floor or ceiling on the 
guaranteed loans, since they have no budgetary impact, but 
requires reporting by the REA Administrator of his 
intentions to offer a guarantee. Guaranteed loans to REA 
borrowers, all of whom are power supply or generation 
and transmission-type borrowers, has run between $974 
million and $5.7 billion a year since May 1973. There have 
been no defaults. 

FFB: The Federal Financing Bank, created December 
29, 1973, to assure the coordination of federal and 
federally assisted borrowings and to assure that such 
borrowings are financed in a manner least distruptive of 
private financial markets and institutions. Fully 
self-supporting, FFB has made a profit for the government 
of $162 million sice 1973. 

Rural Electrification and Telephone Revolving Fund: 
Source of money loaned under the “insured” program. 
Money in the fund comes from principal and interest 
repayments; sale of the borrowers’ notes and mortgages; 
proceeds from the sale of interim notes by the REA 
Administrator to the Treasury; and appropriations for 
interest subsidies and losses made by Congress. (Congress 
has not found it necessary to use this authority.) 

FEBRUARY POWER BILL 

Cost of Purchased Power 
Number of KWHs Purchased 
Cost per KWH 
Less Amount covered by Base Rate 

$173,973.94 
5,902,800.00 

.02947 

.028 

now using FFB which would be denied access to it. Several 
others would be limited in their borrowing but not totally 
locked out. 

The source of money for the distribution systems is a 
revolving fund, out of which are made “insured loans.” 
Most of these are made at five percent interst, with 85 to 
90 percent of the borrowers required to obtain 30 percent 
of their capital from non-governmental financing 
institutions. 

None of the rural electric cooperative borrowing is 
reflected in the federal budget, although Congress and the 
REA administrator retain control over the program. 

Elimination of the two percent loans is expected 
to cost borrowers $503 million in higher interest rates 
over the next 10 years. Elimination of the G&T insured 
loans adds another $318 million to consumers’ bills. Total 
impact on interest costs to borrowers under the 
administration proposal will be to raise them by $6.22 
billion over 10 years. 

Difference 
Average line loss factor 

.00147 
X .10 

WPCA for KWH used January 
15 to February 15 — payable 
with March 15 bill .00162 

Don’t 

Count 

on 

Chance! 

If you are going to be on vacation 
at the time when payment of your 
power bill is due, please make 
arrangements to have someone pay the 
bill, make an advance payment on an 
estimated bill or at least notify us that 
you are going to be gone. 

Unless you notify our office, 
we have no way of knowing that 
you are on vacation and we can only 
assume that your bill is delinquent. 
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FREE STRAWBERRY BOOKLET 

i 

An 
additional 
membership 

When a disabling illness, injury or cancer 
A nr strikes, physical pain is only part of the 

problem. Meeting your regular monthly bills sometimes hurts just as much. 

That’s why most Illinois Rural Electric Co-operatives and telephone Co¬ 
operatives participate in Association Group plans from Mutual of Omaha 
Companies. And now Association members have the opportunity to include 
permanent life insurance coverage for their loved ones. 

Besides providing members with important protection, these plans can now 
be purchased at ASSOCIATION GROUP RATES. 

Disability Income Protection — Helps make up for lost income 
when a covered illness or injury keeps you from working. 

Hospital Coverage — Provides ammunition for the battle against 
rising medical care costs. 

Cancer Cost Supplement — Supplies extra coverage to help you 
afford the expensive cost of cancer treatment. 

Mutual Care — Works with Medicare to help cover the cost of 
hospitalization and medical services for people age 65 and over. 

Permanent Life Insurance — Ultra Life 80. a new concept of 
whole life insurance with low initial premiums and subsequent 
premiums that may vary but will never exceed a specified max 
imum. Guaranteed cash values for emergencies or retirement. 
Even lower rates for non-smokers. 

So. if you and your co-operative are not enrolled in these plans, let one of our 
representatives fill you in on the details soon. 

Free Strawberry Booklet 
tells how to grow your own 
Strawberries, Raspberries, 
Blackberries, Blueberries, 
Gooseberries, Grapes. Asparagus. 
Rhubarb, Currants and more, 
all for fun and profit! Guaranteed 
to grow. Lists best varieties for 
your area. Recipes included. Free 
Plant offer! Send for your 
Free Booklet today! R R Dept. 1L-81 

Huntingburg, Indiana 

47542 

Krrv iSurscrVi 

  , r 
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IF* 
DID YOU KNOW? 

^That old stock tank, water 
reservoirs, etc., coated with 
Virden Tank Coat, are better 
than new ones! Fix it and forget 
it! Let us send you comolete 

^ information. This is our 31st 
year. VIRDEN PERMA-BILT 
CO., 2821 Mays St., P. 0. Box 
71601N, Phone: 806/352-2761, 
Amarillo, TX 79109 

POLE BARN SPECIALS! 
TOTAL LABOR AND MATERIAL 

ALL AMERICAN MADE! 

FULLY ENCLOSED 30’x50’x10' Barn with one 
sliding 10’ door, one walk-in door & 4 skylite panels 
29-ga galvanized metal. 

s439500 

SO’xSO’x^’ fully enclosed barn WITH 15' 
LOAFING SHED. 

AEY SIZE! AT Additional Cost. 

Makes Ideal Storage for Boats. 

Machinery, Grains and Feeds. 

FARM STRUCTURES, COMMERCIAL BUILDliVGS. 

ALL STEEL BUILDINGS 

AVAILABLE FOR GRAIN STORAGE AND COMMERCIAL USES. 

SAVE WITH OUR PRICE NOW! 

TURN KEY . . SEE ME . . . 

AL BURRIS 
CONSTRUCTION 

Phone (918)743-9232 or 743-2814 

1429 E. 41st. Street TULSA, OKLAHOMA 74105 
WORKMEN FULLY INSURED 

Upper & Lower Dentures 
• High Quality at Budget Prices 
• In by 10 a.m.; out that same 

afternoon with your new 
dentures 

• Fitted by Licensed Dentists 
• Will accept insurance and 

Medicaid 
• Complete dental services 

offered. 

We’ll meet your bus, make 
your motel reservations, 

if needed 
Free hookup if you come 
by recreational vehicle! 
Write or call today for complete 

free details. You are not 
obligated in any way. 

Frederick C. Lauer DDS 
Mid-America 

Denture Clinic 

Bus. Loop I-44 West, Rt. 3, Box 19C 
Mt. Vernon, Mo. 65712 

(417) 466-7196 

our patients now number 
in the thousands ...all the 

way from Maine to 
California, Canada to 

South America, Florida 
to Washington. 

Association Group Plans...a valuable 
membership service provided by the 
Mutual of Omaha Companies. 

For more information, write: 
Hugh R. McAteer 

P.O. Box 2277 

Maryland Heights, MO 63043 

Phone: (314)-434-7230 

Mutual 
^OmahaSL/ 

People you can count on... 
Life Insurance Affiliate: 

United of Omaha 
MUTUAL Of OMAHA INSURANCE COMPANY 

HOME OFFICE: OMAHA. NEBRASKA 
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How to write to your elected officials 
When you write to an elected 

official, there are several 
generally accepted guidelines to ensure 
that your message is properly 
expressed. Keep your letter as brief 
and to the point as possible. If you are 
expressing your individual position, 
use your own stationery and your own 
words. Form letters and postcards 
have little impact. Type, if possible, or 
write legibly. Identify the subject 
clearly; if there is a House or Senate 
bill number, use it. Give your reason 
for writing, explaining how the issue 
will affect you, your family, your 
business or your community. If 
you have special credentials or know¬ 
ledge, point it out. Be courteous, 
and remember that you are trying to 

convince, not argue. Avoid name 
calling. If you have met the official, 
draw attention to that fact. Ask 

Dear Mr. President: 

To write your Congressman: 
The Hon  

U. S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

Dear Congressman  = 

the official to state his or her position 
on the issue; as a constitutent, you are 
entitled to know. 

Dear Senator Percy: 

The Hon. Alan J. Dixon 
Room 456 
Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 20510 

Dear Senator Dixon: 

Addressing your letter to U.S. and Illinois officials 

President of the United States 
President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 

Washington, D. C. 20500 

United States Senators 
The Hon. Charles H. Percy 

Room 4321 

Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 20510 

Upper & Lower Dentures 
• High Quality at Budget Prices 
• In by 10 a.m.; out that same 

afternoon with your new 
dentures 

• Fitted by Licensed Dentists 
• Will accept insurance and 

Medicaid 
• Complete dental services 

offered. 

We’ll meet your bus, make 
your motel reservations, 

if needed 
Free hookup if you come 
by recreational vehicle! 
Write or call today for complete 

free details. You are not 
obligated in any way. 

Frederick C. Lauer DDS 
Mid-America 

Denture Clinic 

Bus. Loop 1-44 West, Rt. 3, Box 19C 
Mt. Vernon, Mo. 65712 

(417) 466-7196 

our patients now number 
in the thousands ...all the 

way from Maine to 
California, Canada to 

South America, Florida 
to Washington. 

WC DUILD OLD-FASHIONCD 
CRAFTSMANSHIP INTO 
YOUR NCW HOMC. 

Over 30 years of quality building and knowledge goes 
into each stick-built NORDAAS AMERICAN HOME. 

No pre-fab or pre-cut with Nordaas American Homes. 
We build your home the old fashioned way, board-by- 
board, with expert crews to do the construction. 
What’s more we'll build to your plan or any of the 1001 
plans you select from our files. Free plan service, free 
delivery of materials within 1000 miles.Send coupon 
or phone collect for color brochure and list of quality 
standards. Model home open daily 8-5 & Sunday 1-5 
You’re always welcome at our office and plant. 

NORDAAS AMCRICAN HOMCS 
Minnesota Lake, MN 56068, Dept. 39-L 

Phone: (507) 462-3331 

'BUILT FOR A LIFETIME OF LIVIHG 
SEHD COUPON TODAY 

Name 
(Please Print) 

Address 

City  State. Zip. 

Phone. 

Now when you purchase a Nordaas American Home 

you’ll receive a $1000 credit towards light fixtures. 
NuTone electrical products, carpet, draperies, and 
furniture. Limited time offer!!! 

Save this ad for future discount is ad tor tuture discount! ^ 
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In this month’s column we will discuss several topics 
concerning the operations of the Cooperative. 

In our efforts to provide a reliable continuity of 
electric service at the lowest cost possible, we periodically 
review and update cooperative policies, making them more 

functional to meet changing conditions and times. 
We have recently made revisions in our line extension 

policy. The cooperative will build line extensions to all 
applicants of permanent residences or commercial establish¬ 
ments, when the building is completely wired, where line 
construction can be overhead, without any increase of cost 
in minimum billing per the applicable rate schedule. 

If the projected revenue in our present rate structure 
is sufficient, the cooperative will extend service one span 
to buildings other than permanent residences at no 
additional cost to the member. However, if an extension of 
more than one span is required, whether conversion from 
single phase to three phase or new construction, we will 
require an additional minimum and/or deposit, or aid in 
construction. 

Should a deposit be required, it will be returned to 
the member at the rate of ten (10) percent of the member’s 
monthly electric bill. 

We also have made revisions in our underground line 
extension policy. Recognizing the difference in the cost of 
overhead versus underground construction, the following 
cost will apply: 
• Trenching — 35 cents/ft. (minimum charge $35.00) 
• Primary Underground Wire — 50 cents per foot 
• Secondary Underground Wire — 20 cents per foot 

The prospective or current member may furnish 
a trench or hire an outside contractor if he so desires. All 
contributions for trenching and back filling are not 
refundable. 

Where unusual conditions exist, which require other 
than normal installation procedures, the cost of such pro¬ 

cedures will be at the member’s expense. 
We have also made applicable revisions in the line 

extension policy for planned unit developments (large 
subdivisions) to meet current costs. 

PEAK DEMAND 
We have in the past discussed peak demand, peak alert 

and peak awareness. With the coming of the hot summer 
months we feel we should remind you that you can help 
hold down the cost of electricity by reducing peak demand. 
To reduce the peak demand does not mean using less 
electricity. It merely means shifting or staggering the use of 
your major appliances. 

Peak demand usually occurs on one of the hottest 
days of summer between the hours of 4 p.m. and 9 p.m. 
This is the time of day when people come home from work, 
cook dinner, do laundry and other chores and turn on the 
air conditioner to keep cool. 

Our wholesale power contract states that we must 
pay in off-peak months for no less than 75 percent of the 
highest demand that the cooperative system requires 
between the period of June 15 to September 15 of each 
year. 

In July 1980 our sytem demand was 16,182 KW. In 
November, for example, our demand was 8,345 KW. Since 
we pay 75 percent of our summer peak, we paid for 3,791 
KW that was not needed. At $3.57 per KW this amounted 
to $13,353.00 and added 3.6 mills to the cost of electricity 
in November. Since last July, we also had to pay for de¬ 
mand not used for the months of October, December, 
January, February and March. 

This is why we ask for your cooperation. If we can 
reduce our demand this summer, we will not be penalized 
so severely during off peak months. So, we ask that you not 
use all of your major appliances — electric stove, washer, 
dryer, hot water heater or air conditioner — at the same 
time. If we all practice peak awareness, it will help keep the 
cost of electricity down, 

March power bill 
Cost of Purchased Power $137,617.59 
Number of KWH’s Purchased 4,379,483 
Cost per KWH .03142 
Less amount covered by base rate .02800 

Difference .00342 

Average Line Loss Factor X ,10 

WPCA for KWH used February 15 
to March 15 — payable with your 
April 15 bill .00376 

Notice 
The headquarters of Monroe County Electric Co- 

Operative will be closed Monday, May 25, in 
observance of Memorial Day. 
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Don’t Invite Tragedy 
To Your Farm 

Electric power is the very heartbeat of 
every modern American farm, yet tragedy 

awaits the farmer who fails to give this great 

source of energy the respect and attention it 
deserves. 

Modern farming equipment. . . grain augers, 
hay conveyors, front end loaders, bailers, and 
similar machinery are becoming more 

massive with each harvesting season. Power 
lines which used ot stretch well above a safe 
clearance level are now subject to equipment 
contact. Always survey the working area 

carefully to insure that contact will be avoided. 

Needless injuries and deaths can be eliminated 
with just a bit of care. 

Correct unsafe working procedures on your 
farm by directing all machinery operators to 

check overhead clearance. Make "Responsible 

Electric Accident Control Today" a part of 
your daily farming activities. 

RESPONSIBLE ELECTRIC ACCIDENT 

CONTROL TODAY 

Attention Farmers! 
If you are planning to install grain drying equipment 

this fall, please notify the cooperative office before July 1, 

to be assured electric service by harvest time. 

Your Antenna could 
put you in touch 

with a lot more than 
you bargained for.... 

Extending the range of your 
antenna is one thing. Reaching 
power lines with it is another. The 

slightest contact between you and 
power lines, via your antenna, 

could be fatal. Hundreds of persons 
in the U.S. have been electrocuted 
in this manner in the past several 

years. So, before you put up your 

antenna, here are a few suggestions 
you should follow. 

First, we recommend you have a 
professional do it for you, 

especially if your assembly is 

over thirty feet tall. If you're 
determined to do it yourself, 
look out for power lines, both the 

ones between poles and the ones 
attached to your house. If you 

can't tell a power line from a phone 
line, don't gamble with your life, 
steer clear. If you have questions 
about the power lines, call your 
local REC. 

Then, make sure you locate your 
antenna (including supporting mast 
and guy wires) at least two times its 
total height from all power lines. 

That way, if it falls during instal¬ 
lation, or gets blown down during a 

storm, it won't hit any lines and 
endanger you or your neighbors. 

Trying to carry an antenna, 
climb a ladder and keep your 
balance all at the same time is risky 
business, too. Get a few people to 
help you and wait for a calm, dry 
day to do the job. Assemble the 

antenna where you intend to put it 
up. To guard against damage or 
injury from lightning , provide a 

spark-gap or some other lightning 

protector for your antenna, and be 

sure to ground the mast or other 

support structure properly. 

For More Information On 
Antenna Safety, Write: 

U.S. Consumer Product 
Safety Commission 

Washington, D.C. 20207 

Or Call TOLL FREE: 

1-800-638-8326 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

Don’t Blame Your 
Age For 
Poor Hearing 
Chicago, 111.—A free offer of 
special interest to those who have 
trouble hearing has been an¬ 
nounced by Beltone. A tiny 
modern hearing aid often can 
help. A non-operating model of 
one of the smallest Beltone aids 
of its kind will be given absolute¬ 
ly free to anyone requesting it 

Send for this non-operating 
model, put it on and wear it in the 
privacy of your own home. It is 
not a real hearing aid, but will 
show you how tiny hearing help 
can be, and it’s yours to keep 
free. The actual aid weighs less 
than a fourth of an ounce, and 
it’s all at ear level, in one unit. 

These models are free, so we 
suggest you write for yours now. 
Again, we repeat, there is no 
cost, and certainly no obligation. 
Thousands have already been 
mailed, so write today to Dept. 
4347 Beltone Electronics, 4201 
W. Victoria St., Chicago, 111. 
60646. 

TILLER USERS... 
Can your machine 
do all of this? 

12180 

Please send the whole wonderful story of TR0Y- 
BILT® Roto Tillers including prices and OFF¬ 
SEASON-SAVINGS now-in effect for a limited time. 

(Please Print Clearly) 

Mrs. 
Ms. 
Address 

j Sta 

★ Handle with just ONE HAND. 
if EVENLY break, turn & till soil. 
if Shred vegetation without tangling. 
★ Leave NO WHEELMARKS or FOOTPRINTS. 
The TROY-BILT® ROTO TILLER-POWER C0M- 
POSTER can do all this and more! That’s why 

serious gardeners consider it the 
finest tiller available. See for 

yourself! For complete details, 
OFF-SEASON SAVINGS, and FREE 

24-page booklet clip this and 
mail today to: 

TROY-BILT® Tillers 

102nd St.& 
Ave., 

Troy, N.Y. 
12180 

★ 
COM 
PARE 

AT 

“Not a 
Mustang. 
We have a 
2" Bigger Cut” 26” CUT & s,rat,on 

...rfrJL c . engine riding ana Older Features la mowe,\ 

A" * WE BUILD IT 
Order now or send for free brochure while they last! 

CONTINENTAL 817 640-1198 
MFC. DEPT. K3 

3205 E. Abrams St. Arlington, Tx 76010 

STEEL TUBING 
d d 

PIPE SECONDS 
12<t: per. lb. and up 

STEEL, INC. 
Rt. 16, East 

P. O. Box 89 
Gillespie, IL. 62033 

AC 217/839-2121 

Thousands of sizes of 
tubing and pipe available 

at economical prices! 

FIRM OFFERS AFFORDABLE SOLUTION 
FOR TODAY’S HOME FINANCING 

Most families in need of credit to build a 
home can still get it, says an official of 
Curtis Homes, a builder of complete-it- 
yourself custom homes in this area. 

Curtis, according to Ted Sterling, repre¬ 
sentative, has access to millions of dollars 
to finance its homes. The Curtis Homes 
Assistance Money Plan (CHAMP) was 
created to enable home buyers willing to 
contribute their own labor to obtain easy 
credit terms with below market interest 
rates, no big down payment and low 
monthly payments during the construc¬ 
tion period. Since Curtis is not a bank, 
the company sets its own liberal credit 
standards. 

Curtis also provides assistance in ob¬ 
taining long-term financing for its 
customers. 

THOUSANDS CAN BE SAVED 
The official outlined other features of the 
Curtis program for helping people low on 
cash and high in ambition to get a much- 
needed home: 

• Curtis carpenters do the heavy 
framing on the purchaser’s lot and 
foundation. The lot may not have 
to be fully paid for. 

• Purchasers may choose from one of 
17 basic plans or build a custom 
home from their own plans. 

• Finishing materials and supplies are 
furnished by Curtis. 

• The purchaser is responsible for 
completing the home and thus can 
save thousands of dollars in profes¬ 
sional labor and middleman profits. 
Detailed step-by-step instructions 
are supplied by Curtis. If desired, 
some or all of the finishing work 
may be sub-contracted. 

• Monthly installment payments are 
delayed six months after construc¬ 
tion starts to help the owner avoid 
two shelter payments. 

“Our entire approach has been to help 
solve the high cost of housing problems 
for families with the energy and ambition 
to make a work investment. We have the 
financial resources to assist many more 
families to achieve their dream home 
now,” the representative added. 

For full details and free color catalog, 
call locally 309/692-7268, or toll free 
1-800-358-9150, or mail the coupon 
today. 

r      
■ Send me your FREE Homes Catalog. 

■Curtis Homes o.p. L 1 E 
I 2201 Florida Ave So , Minneapolis, MN 55426 
| 3 2 7 5 th St., WDIP, Perrysburg, OH 43551 

■ Name 1 

I 

I Address  

. State . ■ City  
I 
Jzip   Phone ( )  

II plan to do □ all or □ part of the finishing, 
!□ Enclosed Is $1 00 for priority handling. 
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however, you obtain more cooling 
capacity and you reduce your 
operating cost and obtain more for 
your electric dollar, year after year. 
The more efficiently and wisely you 
use energy, the less energy you will 
waste, and as a result you will save 
more money. For example, an air 
conditioner with a BTU rating of 
8,000 and an EER of 8 will cost 

about 33 percent less to operate than 
a model with an EER of 6. For 
comparative purposes, check the chart 
on this page entitled “Annual 
Operating Costs” to see how EER 
ratings affect operating costs for 
various sizes of room air-conditioners. 

Residential room air conditioners 
are increasing in popularity and come 
in a number of different styles. These 
units can be installed in sash or 
casement windows or even through 
the wall. In selecting a window unit, 
be certain that you are able to describe 
your window style and have the 
dimensions for your air conditioning 
dealer. Window units are designed to 
cool individual areas and are easy to 
install and are an economical way to 
cool single rooms. 

What about central air 
conditioning? A central air conditioner 
cools, dehumidifies and filters the air 
for your entire house. An efficient 
electronic air cleaner in combination 
with your central air conditioner can 
reduce dust, dirt, pollen, smoke and 
other air pollutants by electrostatic 
precipitation. This may also be 
beneficial to those with allergies. 

An air conditioner should be kept 
clean and in good working condition. 
If your air conditioner is dirty, it has 
to work harder and as a result uses 
much more energy. Close attention 
should be given to ensuring that the 
filters are clean so your air conditioner 
can work at maximum efficiency. A 
good periodic cleaning will ensure a 
good working condition for the air 
conditioner, and will help save you 
money on its operating costs. It is 
always an excellent idea to check your 
owner’s manual for specific cleaning 
and maintenance instructions. 

Other tips which may help you 
reduce your cooling costs are as 
follows: Tighten up your home with 
insulation and weather stripping to 
help reduce cooling costs and also 

heating costs. Extra insulation reduces 
the “heat gain” in the summer so your 
air conditioner works less. Block out 
the sun by drawing drapes. Locate the 
air conditioner on the shady side of 
your house. Eliminate any 
obstructions to the air flow around 
your air conditioner by trimming 
bushes, shrubbery and keep leaves and 
grass and any other obstacles away 
which may hinder operation. 

During the summer set your 
thermostat controls at the highest 
setting which is reasonably 

comfortable. The American Society of 
Heating, Refrigeration and Air 
Conditioning Engineers have found 
that 78 degrees F. is a comfortable 
temperature for most people during 
the summer. Each degree setting 
higher on your air conditioner can 

save approximately four percent on 
your operation cost. 

For additional or more specific 
information on determining the 
cooling capacity needed by your 
air conditioner or other related items, 
contact your local electric cooperative. 

Protecting 
a valuable 
asset 
You've insured your house, your car. . . 
probably even your stereo and television 
set. But, did you ever stop to think about 
your most valuable asset? You depend 
on good health in order to work and 
bring home your family's income. Isn't that 
an asset also worth protecting? 

The financial security and all the things 
you've worked so hard for can be lost when 
an unexpected sickness or injury strikes. Think 
about it. If you were struck by a heart attack (or some other serious illness or 
accident), could you pay your medical bills and still manage to make ends meet 
without your income? 

That's why most Illinois Rural Electric Co-operatives and Telephone Co¬ 
operatives participate in Mutual of Omaha Association Group plans. 

Besides providing members with important protection, these plans can now be 
purchased at ASS0C1ATI0M GROUP RATES. 

Disability Income Protection — Can pay you a regular monthly check when a 
covered accident or illness keeps you from working. 

Hospital Coverage — Helps you meet today's ever-rising costs of medical care. 

Cancer Cost Supplement — Supplies extra coverage to help you afford the 
expensive cost of cancer treatment. 

Mutual Care — "Easy-to-read" coverage that works with Medicare to provide 
security to those 65 and over. 

Major Medical Protection — Can help cover medical expenses, even if a cata¬ 
strophic illness strikes. 

Life Insurance is also available, both as term and permanent insurance (cash 
value) from our affiliate, United of Omaha. 

So, if you and your co-operative are not 
enrolled in these plans, let one of our 
representatives fill you in on the details. 

For more information, write: 

Hugh R. McAteer 
Box 2277 
Maryland Heights, MO 63043 

Or call collect (314) 434-7230 

Mutual 
^OmahaSL/ 

People you can count on... 
Life Insurance Affiliate: 

United of Omaha 
MUTUAL OF OMAHA INSURANCE COMPANY 

HOME OFFICE: OMAHA, NEBRASKA 
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Across the 
manager's 
desk 

Joseph J. Fellin 

Manager 

Again this month, we will discuss a variety of topics 
that are of interest and concern to the Cooperative. 

At the risk of being redundant, we want to relate peak 
demand and the effect it has on our energy cost and the 
WPCA on your monthly electric bill. 

Peak demand on the Cooperative system occurs during 

a 15-minute period, most likely during the late afternoon 
on the hottest day of summer. Our power supplier, because 
it must have the electricity (capacity) available when you 
the consumer wants it, charges the Cooperative for having 
this amount of electricity available when it is needed. In 
addition the supplier charges our Cooperative 75 percent 
of that peak demand in off-peak months, whether it is 
used or not. 

One of the results of paying for summer demand not 

used in off-peak months is the fluctuation of the cost of 
wholesale power that the Cooperative purchases. For 
example in March we purchased 4,379,483 kilowatt-hours 
(KWH’s) at an average cost of 3.142 cents per KWH. In 
April we purchased 3,563,400 KWH’s at a cost of 3.47 
cents per KWH. During April we paid $12,600, or 3.54 mill 
per KWH, for demand in excess of what was actually 
required. 

Since the Cooperative’s retail rate was established 
based on a cost of wholesale power of 2.8 cents per 
kilowatt-hour, any cost per kWh over that is reflected in 
the Wholesale Power Cost Adjustment (WPCA) on your 
monthly bill. We assure you no other costs are included in 
the WPCA charge. 

Therefore, you can help in keeping the cost of power 
down not only in the summer, but throughout the year 

by practicing “peak awareness.” Refrain from using, or 
alternate the use of, major appliances during the late after¬ 
noon during the period of June 15 through September 
15. It will help the Cooperative help you in keeping electric 
costs to a minimum. 

REA FINANCING 

The future of financing for rural electric cooperatives 
is still not certain. We are in strong opposition to the 
Administration’s plan to discontinue funding of REA 

\ 
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guaranteed loan funds through the Federal Financing 
Bank. This action would force generation and transmission 
cooperatives to go to the private money market and drive 
up interest costs, which would have to be passed on in 
increased electric rates. We strongly urge you to contact 
your Senators and Congressmen in Washington advising 
them of your opposition to increased interest costs to rural 
electric cooperatives. 

LINE MAINTENANCE 
Cooperative line crews have been busy this spring 

trimming trees and maintaining right-of-way. If you know 
of any trees or brush that needs to be cleared from 
Cooperative distribution lines, please let us know. We will 
record the location and will get to it when we can. Our 
crews trim trees when not busy on new construction and 
line maintenance. Also, call us if you are aware of damaged 
or defective insulators, guy wires or broken poles. It may 
help prevent line outages by making repairs before they 
cause a problem. Another way you can help us prevent 
outages from overload is to advise us when you add new 
appliances such as electric range, water heater, central or 
room air conditioning, and an electric clothes dryer. All of 
these are appliances that need 240-volt electricity, are high 
amperage and use a large number of kilowatt-hours. 

Remember, we are here to serve you. Your keeping 
us informed of problem areas will be helpful in maintaining 
a reliable continuity of service. 

April power bill 
Cost of Purchased Power $123,642.00 
Number of KWH’s Purchased 3,563,400 
Cost per KWH .0347 
Less Amount Covered by Base Rate  .028 

Difference .0067 
Average Line Loss Factor  X .10 

WPCA for KWH used March 15 to April 15 - 
payable with your May 15 electric bill .00737 

Future of appliance standards 
The U. S. Department of Energy may scrap its proposal 

to adopt tough, mandatory energy efficiency standards for 
major home appliances. In his proposed budget cuts, 
President Reagan struck out funds that were to carry out 
the rules, saying the proposal would cause “massive 
regulatory burdens on the private sector.” 

Refrigerators, freezers, dishwashers, room air 
conditioners, dishwashers, water heaters and furnaces 
were among the appliances covered by this program. 
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Computerized home analysis 

The energy event 
Ceiling fans 

nostalgic, practical 
A touch of nostalgia may do more 

than create the mood of a long-past, 
unhurried era. The slowly revolving 
blades of an electric ceiling fan are 
practical as well as pretty. 

A fan may not drastically lower 
your power bill, but it will raise the 
comfort level of a room. In the winter, 
the turning blades force the rising 
warm air back down into the living 
area of a room. For an example: 
In houses with vaulted ceilings or 
houses with wood burning heaters — 
these fans do a good job of moving the 
heat from the ceiling area to where 
it is needed. In the summertime, the 
constant motion helps circulate 
conditioned air or offers slight breezes 
as a much less expensive alternative 
to air conditioning. 

Ceiling fans can be attractive and 
useful in almost any room in the 
house. Fans are available in a wide 
range of styles from rustic to 
contemporary to ornate. Some may 
have lights attached as an added 
feature. Usually, when a lamp is 
included, they may be operated 
together or independently. 

You may discover extra advantages 
of a ceiling fan. If a fan is located 
above an open porch, screened porch 
or sun room, the air movement will 
discourage biting insects. In a home 
that is disturbed by outside noises, the 
faint motor sound of some models 
provides a soft background hum that 
may help drown out other offensive 
noises. 

When purchasing a ceiling fan, you 
will need to consider the style, the 
diameter of the fan blades, the ceiling 
height (fans usually hang down about 
12 inches and those with lights will 
reduce head clearance by another 
eight inches), the blade construction 
(high quality wood or metal is 
important) and the efficiency of the 
fan. 

To compare the efficiency of 
various ceiling fans, note the amount 
of air that each is rated to move. 

Also, compare the electricity 
consumed by the fan at each setting. 
The lower the wattage required to 
move the air, the more efficient the 
ceiling fan. 

June 1981 

Your Cooperative is making avail¬ 
able to all of its members, regardless of 
the type of fuel used, a new program 
that has many benefits to you about 
heating and cooling your home. By 
making an energy audit of your home 
we can suggest many ways of 
improving the thermal efficiency of 
your home thus allowing you the 

opportunity to reduce heating and 
cooling costs. 

This computerized home energy 
analysis was originally developed by 
the Agriculture Engineering 
Department of Oklahoma State 
University. Central Area Data 
Processing Corporation, which we 
utilize for our data processing, adapted 
the audit program to be used by its 

clients. The Member Service/Power 
Use Section of the Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives then met 
with engineers from Central Area and 
redesigned the program to fit our 
needs. 

We feel this will be a very valuable 
program for the members. We have run 
some test audits and the results appear 
to be fairly accurate. 

The program consists of the 
following: 

We first submitted input infor¬ 
mation to the central computer 
localizing the program to fit our 
individual Cooperative. Information 
such as heating and cooling design 
temperatures, heating degree days, 
cooling hours, fuel escalation rates and 
recommended insulation values were 

submitted. 
Next, an energy audit form with 

data of your home is filled out by a 
representative of the Cooperative. This 
form has 71 questions pertaining 
to your home as it now exists. This 
information is then sent via a Sycor 
Terminal to Central Area Data 
Processing Corporation, where it is fed 
into a computer which gives the 
Energy Audit printout of your home. 

The printout will show the cost of 
heating your home at 66 degrees, 
72 degrees and 78 degrees, and cooling 
costs at 72 to 76 and 80 degrees for 
the heating and cooling seasons. It will 
break down where the heating and 
cooling losses occur, such as ceiling, 
walls, windows, etc. It will also show 
how many dollars can be spent to 
improve the thermal efficiency of each 
area of your home to bring thermal 
efficiency to the recommended levels 
based on dollar savings and pay back 
to you. 

If you are planning to, or would 

like to, make your home more thermal 
efficient, this computerized audit can 
be very helpful and could mean 
savings to you on the amount to 
spend and where to spend it. 

This program is available to all 
members regardless of the type of 
heating system you have. It is available 
immediately, simply by filling out the 
coupon below and returning it to the 
Cooperative office at P. O. Box 128, 
Waterloo, Illinois 62298. 

Yes, I would like for Monroe County Electric Co-operative, Inc., to make a 
FREE computerized energy analysis of our home. 

1. This will provide me with: 
• heating and cooling operating costs 
• the return of dollars spent for more efficiency 
• Costs for heating and cooling at different thermostat settings 

2. The audit is for any type of heating and cooling system. 
3. Monroe County Electric Co-operative, Inc., will call and make 

arrangements for the FREE audit. 

Name  

Address  Zip Code 

Remove and return to Monroe County Electric Co-operative, Inc., P. O. Box 
128, Waterloo, Illinois 62298. 
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Clinton Power Station 

Regulatory delays mean 
increased consumer costs 
In Mid-April the Nuclear Regulatory 

Commission (NRC) conducted a 

special pre-hearing conference in 
Champaign to allow presentation by 
the Prairie Alliance, an anti-nuclear 
group, of a revised petition for hearing 
on the issuance of an operating license 
for Illinois Power Company’s Clinton 
Power Station. As of press time, no 
decision had been made by the NRC’s 
Atomic Safety and Licensing Board. 

During the conference, repre¬ 
sentatives of two Illinois electric 
generation and transmission coop¬ 
eratives (G&T’s) — made up of 22 of 
the state’s electric distribution 
cooperatives— presented statements as 
to the costs of any further delays in 
the construction and licensing of the 
Clinton station. The two G&T’s, 
one made up of 15 cooperatives and 
the other of seven, own 20 percent of 
the Clinton station. 

Lester W. Aeilts, manager of 
Western Illinois Electrical Coop., 
Carthage, and president of the board 
of directors of Western Illinois Power 
Cooperative (WIPCO), explained to 
the Licensing Board that some 44,000 
farms, homes and businesses in a large 
area of western Illinois depend on 
WIPCO for electrical requirements. 

WIPCO owns 9.5 percent of the plant. 
Aeilts said a delay in granting the 

license to operate Clinton would 
increase costs for WIPCO due to the 
interest WIPCO must pay and 
subsequently charge its member coop¬ 
eratives as construction costs on its 
investment in the plant. Aeilts noted 
that a one-month delay in commercial 
operation will increase WIPCO’s cost 
of interest during construction by 
$1.97-million. In addition, Aeilts said, 
“there will be on-going costs related to 
maintaining the plant and operations 
capacity, inflation, etc. These easily 
could run $ 1-million per month.” 

The one-month interest costs for 
the delay could cost each of the 

44.000 member-consumers of WIPCO 
cooperatives up to $50 per month. 
Aeilts said. The second category of 
costs aside from interest could add 

about $23 per month, he added. 
Walter R. Smith, manager of Illini 

Electric Cooperative, Champaign, and 
president of the board of directors of 
Soyland Power Cooperative, presented 
the Licensing Board with similar 
costs which would result from 
further delays in licensing and com¬ 
mercial operation for the more than 
100.000 member-owners of the 15 

distribution cooperatives which made 
up Soyland, which owns 10.5 percent. 

Donald B. Bringman, general 
manager of WIPCO, in a report 
prepared for the WIPCO board in late 
winter but not a part of the NRC 
presentation cited a number of studies 
conducted to determine the effect 
of delay in completion of Clinton and 
the resulting costs increases. Future 
costs were also studied. 

“It is estimated that Clinton Unit 
One will be complete and in 
commercial operation in September 
1983,” Bringman said. This represents 
a three-month delay from estimates 
made in November 1980, he added. He 
said three principal factors have 
combined to slow construction 
progress and escalate costs: inflation, 
revisions required by the NRC, and 
effects from Three Mile Island. 

The WIPCO report, which covers 
years 1981 to 1990, is based on 
several theoretical situations, three 
which include Clinton being 
completed at three various dates, 
one which provides for meeting 
requirements by means of purchased 
power without Clinton and a fifth 
alternative of construction of a fossil- 
fired plant. 

Conclusions of the studies indicate: 
1. Although the kilowatt-hour 

costs resulting from a large-capacity 
plant are somewhat higher in initial 
years, the large-plant costs tend to 
level off in a short period of time, 
while the costs of the smaller plant 
continue to increase and surpass those 
of the large-capacity plant. 

2. Delays in completion of the 
Clinton plant will increase costs to 
consumers. 

3. As in the case of the comparisons 
made in item No. 1 previously, com¬ 
pletion of Clinton or installation of a 
fossil fuel fired station will result in 
higher kilowatt-hour costs during the 

first years of operation, but costs with 
such facilities after three or four years 
will be less than with addition of 
smaller combustion gas turbines and 
continued purchase of power. 

Early completion of Clinton will 
result in lower power costs after 1987 
than costs associated with increase 
power purchases and installation of 
combustion gas turbines, the report 
concluded. 
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for the project. “Louisan was very 
forceful and determined and we 
found out later that she put a lot of 
her own money into the show.” 

“Our approach was one of conser¬ 
vation,” says Mamer. “it was no 
gingerbread, high-power promotion 
deal, because in the 30s nobody had 
any money and during the war there 
were no materials for appliances. We 
had to show people how to save 
energy, money and time.” 

So for a year-and-a-half, Mamer 
lived and worked out of the trailer. 

Mamer and Teare would arrive in 
town a few days early to meet with 
the co-op board members and get 
them to support the show with money 
and labor. Ten to 12 hours would be 
spent setting up huge circus-style 
canvas tents, often in the middle of a 
farmer’s pasture. In the evening, 
Mamer would demonstrate lighting 
equipment, telling her audience which 

lamps were best for cooking or 
reading. She had written a brochure, 

“Good Lighting at Low Cost,” to 
distribute among the co-op members 
and their neighbors. Similar demon¬ 
strations would be held the next day 
for laundry equipment, kitchen 
appliances and farm equipment. As 
many as 500 to 800 people came to 
these early shows, under tents, or in 
community halls in the winter, to see 
how these gadgets might “relieve them 
of the drudgery of farm work and 
lengthen their lives.” 

Always busy, Mamer during her 
working years thrived on only four or 
five hours sleep a day. Her interests 
range from rural sociology to electrical 
engineering to lapidary, the art of 
cutting gems which she shares with her 
husband, who is also retired. On the 
farm tour she lectured on electric 
conservation and she still practices it 
in her home, preferring small table top 

/ V 
# W€ DUILD OLD-FASHIONCD 1 

CRAFTSMANSHIP INTO 
YOUR NCW HOMC. 

Over 30 years of quality building and knowledge goes 
into each stick-built NORDAAS AMERICAN HOME. 

No pre-tab or pre-cut with Nordaas American Homes. 
We build your home the old fashioned way, board-by- 
board, with expert crews to do the construction. 
What's more we’ll build to your plan or any of the 1001 
plans you select from our files. Free plan service, free 
delivery of materials within 1000 miles.Send coupon 
or phone collect for color brochure and list of quality 
standards. Model home open daily 8-5 & Sunday 1-5 

You’re always welcome at our office and plant. 
NORDAAS AMCMCAN HOMCS 

Minnesota Lake, MN 56068, Dept. 69i_ /— 
Phone: (507) 462-3331 (S% 

BUIL T FOB A L IFF TIME OF LIVINC 
SEND COUPON TODAY 

(Please Print) 

State. Zip. 

Phone. 

Now when you purchase a Nordaas American Home 
you'll receive a $1000 credit towards light fixtures. 
NuTone electrical products, carpet, draperies, and 
furniture. Limited time offer H! , 

Save this ad for future discount! 

appliances — a roaster, a toaster 
oven, well cookers and electric frying 
pans — to a full-size stove and oven. 

Mamer’s home is packed with other 
reminders of her REA days. 
Bookshelves are crowded with well- 
thumbed volumes and vases and tiny 
wooden boxes — gifts from foreign 
officials she visited, exchanging ideas 
about electricity in remote areas. The 
large, hand-cut gems recall her demon¬ 
strations of gem cutting as a way for 
farmers to earn additional income. 

Mamer went back to her office 
after retiring to delegate handling of 
several history-packed file folders to 

member of the staff, files which she 
hadn’t had the time to organize until 
now. “Twice my job was abolished by 
Republican administrations, in 195 3 
and ’72. I didn’t have time to clean 
out my desk before they moved us 
utilization people, so I just kept 
collecting,” she said. 

Upper & Lower Dentures 
• High Quality at Budget Prices 
• In by 10 a.m.; out that same 

afternoon with your new 
dentures 

• Fitted by Licensed Dentists 
• Will accept insurance and 

Medicaid 
• Complete dental services 

offered. 

We’ll meet your bus, make 
your motel reservations, 

if needed 
Free hookup if you come 
by recreational vehicle! 
Write or call today for complete 

free details. You are not 
 obligated in any way.  

Frederick C. Lauer DDS 
Mid-America 

Denture Clinic 

Bus. Loop 1-44 West 

Rt. 3, Box 19C, Dept. I L. 

Mt. Vernon, Mo. 65712 (417) 466-7196 

our patients now number 
in the thousands ...all the 

way from Maine to 
California, Canada to 

South America, Florida 
to Washington. 
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OUR ENERGY OPTIONS 
In the lifetime of many of us, we have moved from a 

society largely dependent on manpower and horsepower for 
energy to produce our food and fiber, to move us around 
and take our products to market. We are now a great 
industrialized society of over 200 million people who move 
on wheels and wings and produce our food and fiber with 
equipment powered by petroleum energy. 

In the span of one lifetime we have suddenly developed 
a standard of living for the average American that would 
have been the envy of kings only a few generations ago. We 
have done this largely as a result of our ability to use cheap 
abundant petroleum energy. 

But suddenly after developing this enormous and 
growing appetite for petroleum energy, we find that the 
world supply of oil is limited. The reserves are being 
depleted and no more is being made. 

We face the prospect of being the first generation to 
have to move from a cheaper, more convenient form of 
energy back to one that is more expensive and less con¬ 
venient to use. 

Now, what does this mean and how does it affect 
us? It means that every family in the industrialized and 
developed nations in the world will have to spend more of 
its income to pay for energy than ever before. 

More of the family budget is going to have to go for 
gasoline to operate our cars, fuel to heat and cool our 
homes, and for electricity to operate all these labor-saving 
devices and conveniences that have made us the best fed, 
the best clothed and most prosperous generation that ever 
inhabited the earth. 

Our options are really quite limited for the foreseeable 
future. We have to begin curbing our growing appetite for 
petroleum and energy and begin to shift to energy sources 
that are more plentiful and in abundance within our nation. 
This is coal and nuclear energy. If we make the cost of the 
shift too great or fail to make the shift in time, then the 
result is apt to be more recession, more inflation and 
unemployment — not to mention higher electricity costs. 

Members 
can help 

during 
outages 

It seems that for the past several weeks (this article is 
being written on June 15) we have had high winds and 
thunder storms and rain almost every afternoon. We have 
experienced some outages as a result of these storms, but 
nothing real serious. 

You can help the Cooperative, reduce outage time 
and assist in restoring service more quickly and safely. 

If power to your home is interrupted due to storms, or 
whatever reason, please follow these steps. 

First, check your entrance box to determine if you 
have blown a fuse or if a circuit breaker has kicked out. If it 
has, you may be the only one affected. The problem could 
be on your side of the meter and therefore your respon¬ 
sibility. 

Second, call or check to see if your neighbors have 
electricity. Call the Cooperative (phone 939-7171 day or 
night, Saturdays, Sundays and holidays), give us your map 
location number and advise us if your neighbors are also 
without electricity. 

Once the call has been made you should take steps to 
assist the Cooperative in restoring service. Turn off your 
furnace or air conditioner, and all other major appliances. 
The simplest way to do this is to move the breakers in your 
service box to the off position. Leave one or two lighting 
circuits on and turn on the light switches in these areas. 
This will let you know when the electricity is restored. 

When the power is back on, wait a few minutes then 
turn your major appliance circuits back on one at a time. 
Appliances with motors, including your furnace and air 
conditioner take much more power to start and bring to 
operating speed than it does to keep it running. 

When the power is restored on the Cooperative’s 
distribution system after an outage, an overload condition 

may occur if several hundred furnaces or air conditioners, 
refrigerators, freezers and TV sets all require power at the 
same time. If this happens it may take extra time and effort 
by the line crews to isolate areas and restore power to 
them gradually. 

Your Cooperative strives to maintain an efficient 
reliable continuity of service to your home at all times, 
but occasionally outages do occur. By taking the steps 
outlined above, you can help restore power as quickly 
as possible. 
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1990- 

Here come the 
electric tractors 

Keep clear of poles 
when mowing weeds 

When you are mowing weeds 
around distribution-line poles, be sure 
to avoid contacting the poles with the 
mower. When the mower rides against 
the pole, the base becomes scored, 
exposing the inner pole to decaying 
insects and weather conditions. 

Often the copper groundwire 
running down the side of the pole is 
cut by the mower also. When a 
groundwire is cut, the effectiveness of 
lightning protection equipment is 
reduced and the susceptibility of other 
electrical equipment (transformers, 
regulators, etc.) to lightning damage 
increases. 

By increasing the potential for 
lightning damage to equipment on 
the distribution system, a cut ground- 
wire may expose a member’s service 
to damage from a voltage surge. 

So please, when mowing weeds 
around distribution-line poles, don’t 
let the mower ride against the pole. 
This will prevent premature decay 
of the poles and help maintain proper 
operation of lightning protection 
devices. 

Electric tractors could be in use on 
American farms within a few years, 
but plowing by electricity is still 
a long way off. 

“There are still a number of tasks 
to be done on the farm our present 
technology can’t handle. Plowing is a 
gross example,” says Department of 
Agriculture engineer Paul Schleusener. 
He administers a study funded by the 
Department of Energy to determine 
the potential of electric vehicles on the 
farm. 

An electric tractor with sufficient 
power to use for plowing coud be 
built, but not economically. Farmers 
couldn’t afford it, Schleusener said. 

And given the state of the art of 
vehicle batteries it would probably be 
too heavy and bulky for farm use. 

What would be practical, according 
to a South Dakota State University 
agricultural engineer, Leslie Christian¬ 
son, would be small tractors for 
“around-the-farm” use and electric 
pick-up trucks “for going to town for 
parts.” 

Christianson said 10 to 30 horse¬ 
power electric tractors — ‘something 
a lot of farmers have one or two of 
just for mowing and planting, but not 
for their main tractors” — could be 
in use on farms before the end of the 
decade. 

Christianson heads the DOE- 
sponsored study of electric tractors 
at South Dakota State. 

Five other universities — Iowa 
State, Rutgers, University of Georgia, 
Virginia Polytechnical Institute and 
Virginia State University are parti¬ 

cipating in the $230,000 study, 
which runs through March of next 
year. Research began last November. 

Each research team is attempting to 
determine the amount of power 
needed for individual farm tasks in its 
region. 

After that the researchers will look 
at the economics of electric vehicles 
performing these tasks. 

“Based on a superficial look at the 
economics it looks to mee like the 
operating costs (of a small electric 
tractor) could be considerably less 
than a conventional tractor,” said 
Christianson. 

But at least at first the initial cost 
of the tractor would probably be 
more. 

Even if electric tractors were 
affordable, “it takes a long time to 
turn people around from one tech¬ 
nology to another,” Schleusener 
added. 

Meter testing 
to begin in August 

Lowell Kerans Meter Testing 
Service has been contracted to field 
test our electric meters again this 
summer. Approximately 500 meters 
will be tested this year. 

Cooperative members whose map 
location number begins with either 
number 05 or 06 can expect that their 
meter will be tested. This will be in the 
Millstadt and Smithton service areas. 
Meter testing will begin approximately 
August 1 and run six to eight weeks 
thereafter. 

The meter testing program is 
continuous in that an attempt is made 
to have all meters on the system field 
checked ever six or seven years. 
Testing the meters is for the members’ 

protection as well as the Cooperative’s. 
Mr. Kerans and his employees will 

carry identification. If you have any 
doubts about a person or persons who 
contact you about testing your meter, 
ask for identification. If refused, or if 
you have any questions, call the 
Cooperative office at 939-7171 or 
your local police department. 

Cost of Purchased Power $124,862.00 

May 
Number of KWH’s Purchased 3,643,200.00 
Cost per KWH .03427 
Less Amount Covered by Base Rate .028 

power Difference .00627 

bill Average Line Loss Factor 

WPCA for KWH’s used April 15 to 
May 15 payable with your June 15 

X 10 

electric bill .00690 
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James Walsh, second from left, discusses his farm operation with the visitors. 

Foreign visitors tour Wayne-White area 
Wayne-White Counties Electric 

Cooperative was host during the 
last week of May to four officials 
representing rural electrification 
programs in Bangladesh and Egypt. 
During their visit in Illinois, they 
studied the organization and operation 
of the Fairfield-based electric 
cooperative, toured farming operations 
in the cooperative’s service area, 
examined cooperative substation and 

transmission equipment and 
construction, visited the Mapco Coal 
Company construction site, toured 
the Dowzer Transformer plant in 
Mt. Vernon and spent a day in 
Springfield. 

The visitors were Fanzi H. El Alfi 
and Mohamed Shams El Din Abo 
Shady of Egypt and Mohammad 
Abdul Wadud and A. S. F. R. Khan of 

HUNTER OLDETYME FAN 

SAVES ENERGY AND MONEY 
Circulates heat in winter • Cools in summer 
Disperses smoke & odors • Lights optional 
Elegant styles & colors • MasterCard/Visa 

Send $1 tor Color Brochure 
R0CKW00D STOVES, INC. 

158 W. ARGONNE 
ST. LOUIS, MO 63122 

PHONE (314) 821-4868 

Bangladesh. A former employee of 
Wayne-White, Ivan Holler, is on 
overseas assignment assisting in 
Bangladesh with rural electrification. 

Their visit to the United States 
was coordinated by the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association 
(NRECA). Wayne-White Manager Bill 
Endicott was host for the foreign 
visitors during their five-day stay. 

Included among their visits to area 
farms were trips to the grain and 
cattle operation of James T. Walsh 

of Carmi, and to the fertilizer business 
and farm of Robert D. Glover of Mt. 
Erie. Walsh and Glover are directors of 
Wayne-White. Of extreme importance 
to the foreign visitors was the extent 
of farm electrification in this country. 
While at the Glover farm they saw a 
silo-to-feed-bunker cattle feeding 
operation which featured a fully 
mechanized mixing and feed' dis¬ 
tribution system. 

One full day was spent with Bill 
Bennett, system engineer, examining 

Manager Bill Endicott, left, helps demonstrate equipment. 
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an operator, no electric shock would 
have occurred. Usually, onlookers 
want to see the whole thing again. 
Lindsey obliges, after resetting the. 
GFI. 

The National Electrical Code (NEC) 
calls for GFI installation in a number 
of instances, including bathrooms, 
garages, outside outlets and around 

swimming pools. 
The reasons for such NEC 

requirements are obvious. Many small 
electrical appliances — hair dryers, 
razors, tooth brushes, etc. — are 
used in the bathroom. While users 
are cautioned against operation of 
such devices near or over a sink or tub 
of water, it is essential that the GFI 
be used to prevent any accidental 
entry of a connected appliance into 
water. 

The requirements for garages and 
outdoor outlets apply mainly for use 
of tools and lawn care equipment. 

NEC provisions apply to 
conventional and mobile homes. Local 
codes may vary, so persons building 
a new home should be sure they use a 
qualified electrician. Your electric 
cooperative can assist you with 
information about the GFI. The 
GFI can be added to existing homes, 
too. Again, consult qualified people. 

Lindsey points out a number of 
tips for those interested in installing 
and using the GFI. They must be 
installed properly, he says. The GFI 
which is to replace a conventional 
breaker requires special connection to 
the neutral conductor, to provide for 
sensing of the neutral amperage. The 
unit should be tested periodically, 
about every 30 days. Be sure the 
GFI matches your breaker equipment, 
and have a qualified electrician do 
the work. 

In the event a home is equipped 
with a fuse panel, a subfeed can be 
built off the fuse panel to a new 
breaker panel for the circuit you 
with to place on a GFI. 

In addition to the breaker-type 
GFI, there are two other types. One 
is the outlet type, which fits into a 
regular receptable outlet box, 
replacing the regular duplex 
receptacle. The other is the portable 
type, which can be moved from place 
to place and plugs into any existing 
110-120-volt receptacle outlet. 

POLE BARN SPECIAL! 
?4395## 

s629500 
TOTAL LABOR AND MATERIAL 

FULLY ENCLOSED 30'x50’x10’ Barn with one sliding 10’ 
door, one walk in door & 4 skylite panels. 29 ga. galvanized metal 

30’x50’x12' fully enclosed barn WITH 15' LOAFING 
SHED 

30’x100’x10’ Fully enclosed barn 
with 2 sliding doors  § "Vww 

CUSTOM 
BUILD 
ANY SIZE! 

Colors Available 
At Additional Cost. 

Makes Ideal Storage for Boats, Machinery, Grains and Feeds. 
FARM STRUCTURES, OIL EQUIPMENT WAREHOUSES 

SAVE WITH OUR PRICE NOW! 
TURN KEY . . . SEE ME . . . 

Al Burris General Contractor, Inc. 
1429 E. 41st. Street... Phone (918) 743-9232 or 743-2814 

TULSA, OKLAHOMA 74105 — WORKMEN FULLY INSURED 

WC BUILD OLD-FASHIONCD 
CRAFTSMANSHIP INTO 
YOUR NCW HOMC. 

Over 30 years of quality building and knowledge goes 

into each stick-built NORDAAS AMERICAN HOME. 

No pre-tab or pre-cut with Nordaas American Homes. 
We build your home the old fashioned way, board-by¬ 
board, with expert crews to do the construction. 
What's more we’ll build to your plan or any of the 1001 
plans you select from our files. Free plan service, free 
delivery of materials within 1000 miles.Send coupon 
orphone collect for color brochure and list of quality 
standards. Model home open daily 8-5 & Sunday 1-5 

You’re always welcome at our office and plant. 

HORDAAS AMCRICAN HOMCS 
Minnesota Lake, MN 56068, Dept. 69L 

Phone: (507) 462-3331 fS% | 

MEMBER 

Now when you purchase a Nordaas American Home 
you'll receive a $1000 credit towards light fixtures. 
NuTone electrical products, carpet, draperies, and 
furniture. Limited time offer!!! 

Save this ad for future discount! 
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In the past, particularly the past eight or nine months, 
the rural electric cooperative loan program has been the 
subject of extensive studies by more than one federal 
agency. First, the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) 
joined forces with the U.S. Department of Agriculture to 
examine the Rural Electrification Administration (REA) 
loan program to justify changes developed in a previous 
OMB study. 

No sooner had OMB and USDA completed their report, 
another agency, the General Accounting Office (GAO) 
conducted its own investigation that lasted two years. This 
report focused on the costs of REA making “subsidized 
loans,” questioned the need for continued assistance, and 
suggested changes which would increase costs to rural 
electric cooperatives and increase rates to their members. 

The costs of the rural electrification program and the 
level of assistance provided to rural electric systems are 
again being subjected to criticism by the current administra¬ 
tion. If their proposals are approved, it will increase the 
already inflated cost of providing electricity. 

Much to our chagrin, with all of the talk about subsidy 
and low interest loans to electric cooperatives, there is 
nothing said about the levels of assistance provided to 
investor-owned utilities (lOU’s). Are rural electric coopera¬ 
tives recipients of greater levels of federal assistance? One 
would certainly have that impression from reading the 
studies on the rural electrification program. We do not feel 
this is the case, when the facts are put into proper context. 

REA insured loans are made at a standard rate of five 
percent except in extreme hardship cases which are made at 
twQ percent. However, rural electric cooperatives borrow 
only 70 percent of their money requirements from REA. 
The other 30 percent is borrowed from the National Rural 
Utilities Cooperative Finance Corporation (CFC) at the 
current interest rate, presently 13 percent. Thus the 
effective interest rate to rural electric cooperatives is about 
7.5 percent. 

The costs of financing investor-owned utilities (lOU’s) 
are usually considered to be relatively high. The interest 
rate on new bond issues averages about 12.5 percent. 

However, interest expense is tax deductible, and other 

federal subsidies available to lOU’s through investment tax 
credit and accelerated depreciation equates federal 
assistance that is available to the utility as no cost capital. 

Equating the IOU tax benefits to the capital costs over 
the life of the facilities provides an effective cost of slightly 
under nine percent. Thus the effective rate of lOU’s is near 
that of rural electric cooperatives. 

June power bill 
Cost of Purchased Power $145,824.00 
Number of KWH’s Purchased 4,118,400 
Cost Per KWH .0354 
Less Amount Covered by Base Rate .028 

Difference .00740 
Average Line Loss Factor X .10 

WPCA for KWH’s used May 15 to June 
15 payable with your July 15 electric 
bill .00815 

RESPONSIBLE 
ELECTRIC ACCIDENT 
CONTROL TODAY 

Electric power is the very heartbeat of every 
modern American farm, yet tragedy awaits the 
farmer who fails to give this great source of 
energy the respect and attention it deserves. 

Modern farming equipment. . .grain augers, 
hay conveyors, front end loaders, bailers, and 
similar machinery. . .are becoming more massive 
with each harvesting season. Power lines which 
used to stretch well above a safe clearance level 
are now subject to equipment contact. Always 
survey the working area carefully to insure that 
contact will be avoided. Needless injuries and 
deaths can be eliminated with just a bit of care. 

Correct unsafe working procedures on your 
farm by directing all machinery operators to 
check overhead clearance. Make "Responsible 
Electric Accident Control Today" a part of your 
daily farming activities. 

10 ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS 



You Can Do Something 
About Rising Power Costs 

PRACTICE ‘PEAK AWARENESS’ 

Window 
air conditioners 

Window air conditioners are be¬ 
coming popular as electric rates 
escalate. Window air conditioners are 
your best buy for older homes or if 
your cooling budget is limited. 

Many older and some newer homes 
are not equipped with duct work 
which will accomodate central air con¬ 
ditioning systems. In this case, a 
properly sized window A/C unit is 
your best buy and the electrical wiring 
required to operate it will be less 
difficult. 

Proper location of a window air 
conditioner is very important. Locate 
it in such a way as to move the cooled 
air toward the living, dining and 
kitchen areas. If additional cooling is 
needed in bedrooms, a smaller unit can 
be placed in those rooms. Even a floor 
fan to move the cooled air in that 
direction may be satisfactory. 

It is a fact that it is more costly to 
cool all of a house with a central air 
conditioner than to cool part of it 
with a window unit. Spot cooling or 
individual room cooling is the most 
economical. 

Selecting the correct size air condi¬ 
tioning system for your home is very 
important. “Bigger is not always 
better.” For example, oversizing your 
air conditioner costs you money in 
two ways. They are more expensive to 
purchase and they cost more to 
operate. 

Think of an air conditioner in this 
manner. If your unit is large enough to 
cool your home on the hottest day of 
the year, it’s already oversized on days 
which are milder. 

Another thing to remember about 
oversizing is humidity. A cooling unit 
which is oversized will have shorter 
running cycles. So you say this will 
save me money and my home will be 
cooler. Wrong! Oversized units use 
more power and give less humidity 
control, not to mention the tempera¬ 
ture swing you will notice between on 
and off cycles. Humidity is being 
removed only when the compressor is 
running. High humidity makes the 
temperature seem higher. 

If your air conditioner compressor 
is operating almost continuously on a 
very hot day and your home is 
comfortable, it is sized properly. 

The most expensive electricity that 
you use is produced between 5 p.m. and 
9 p.m. on hot summer days when higher 
cost fuels are burned to meet consumers' 
surging electrical demands. You can 
reduce your Electric Cooperative's rising 
power costs by limiting your electrical 
consumption during this critical daily 
peak period, particularly during the hot 
summer months. 

Peak demand occurs during one 
critical period each day when consumers 
use the maximum amount of electricity. 

As summer temperatures rise, the daily 
peak demand climbs higher and the cost 
of producing your electricity climbs, 
too. The peak demand usually occurs 
between 5 p.m. and 9 p.m. when many 
members and their families return home 
from work and other activities and 
wash, cook and become active around 
the home or farm. 

Be aware of these expensive peak 
demand periods. Wash clothes in mid¬ 
morning, delay showers and dish washing 
until late evening hours and use no more 
than one major appliance at a time. You 
can help balance your Electric Cooper¬ 
ative's overall system load and can 
reduce the need for more expensive 
wholesale power to meet high peak 
demands. 

Effective energy management in your 
home or at work makes the most of 
available energy resources and can delay 
future rate increases by postponing the 
need for costly new power plants. 

Practice “peak awareness" and help us 
keep your electricity costs down. 

Computerized home analysis 

The energy event 
Yes, I would like for Monroe County Electric Co-operative, Inc., to make a 
FREE computerized energy analysis of our home. 

1. This will provide me with: 
• heating and cooling operating costs 
• the return of dollars spent for more efficiency 
• Costs for heating and cooling at different thermostat settings 

2. The audit is for any type of heating and cooling system. 
3. Monroe County Electric Co-operative, Inc., will call and make 

arrangements for the FREE audit. 

Name 

Address     Zip Code 

Remove and return to Monroe County Electric Co-operative, Inc., P. O. Box 
128, Waterloo, Illinois 62298. 
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Water-to-air heat pumps 

Innovative systems use 
ground water and reservoir 

Improved efficiency in heating and 
cooling was of primary interest for 

Illinois electric cooperative power use/ 
member service representatives during 
a June conference in Quincy, and 
innovative heat pump systems in two 

western Illinois homes provided on-site 
examination opportunities for the 
group. 

Some 30 participatnts in the 
conference visited the homes of 

Donald I. Kerr, Jr., of Warsaw and 

Protecting 
a valuable 
asset 
You've insured your house, your car. .. 
probably even your stereo and television 
set. But, did you ever stop to think about 
your most valuable asset? You depend 
on good health in order to work and 
bring home your family's income. Isn't that 
an asset also worth protecting? 

The financial security and all the things 
you've worked so hard for can be lost when 
an unexpected sickness or injury strikes. Think 
about it. If you were struck by a heart attack (or some other serious illness or 
accident), could you pay your medical bills and still manage to make ends meet 
without your income? 

Thats why most Illinois Rural Electric Co-operatives and Telephone Co¬ 
operatives participate in Mutual of Omaha Association Group plans. 

Besides providing members with important protection, these plans can now be 
purchased at ASSOCIATION GROUP RATES. 

Disability Income Protection — Can pay you a regular monthly check when a 
covered accident or illness keeps you from working. 

Hospital Coverage — Helps you meet today's ever-rising costs of medical care. 

Cancer Cost Supplement — Supplies extra coverage to help you afford the" 
expensive cost of cancer treatment. 

Mutual Care — "Easy-to-read'' coverage that works with Medicare to provide 
security to those 65 and over. 

Major Medical Protection — Can help cover medical expenses, even if a cata¬ 
strophic illness strikes. 

Life Insurance is also available, both as term and permanent insurance (cash 
value) from our affiliate. United of Omaha. 

So, if you and your co-operative are not 
enrolled in these plans, let one of our 
representatives fill you in on the details. 

For more information, write: 

Hugh R. McAteer 
Box 2277 
Maryland Heights, MO 63043 

Or call collect (314) 434-7230 

Mutual ifTN 
^OmahaSL/ 

People you coo count on... 
Life Insurance Affiliate: 

Unitpd of Omaha 
MUTUAL OF OMAHA INSURANCE COMPANY 

HOME OFFICE: OMAHA, NEBRASKA 

Eugene Rabe of Mendon to see 
installed water-to-air heat pumps in 
operation. 

Both systems represent an effort 
by the homeowner to take advantage 
of their particular situation to save 
energy and money. 

“We decided to go with the water- 
to-air heat pump when we built 
our new house,” Rabe told the group, 
“because we had to build a fairly large 
reservoir anyway. We needed it for our 
livestock and, since we live in the 
country, we needed it for fire 
protection, too. I talked to Marvin 
Hall, our area agriculture advisor, 
and he said it just made sense to use 
it for our heat pump, since it was 
there.” 

Rabe’s reservoir holds about 28,000 
gallons of water, and the heat pump 
uses and returns 4.5 gallons a minute. 
Water goes into the pump at 56 
degrees F. and comes out at 42 

degrees, Rabe says. The heat pump 
used 5,050 kilowatt-hours from Jan¬ 
uary through May this year, and 
until he shut it down to clean the 
reservoir. The Rabes heat about 3,700 
square feet in their three-year-old 
home. 

Kerr also talked to Hall before 
choosing a heating system, and he 
talked to others, too. He visited with 
Ken Kober, staff assistant at Western 
Illinois Electrical Coop., Carthage, and 
visited an energy fair in Quincy. 

“We’re down in the Mississippi 
River bottoms,” Kerr says, “and we 
get water at 14 feet with a sand point 
and the supply is steady, so we 
decided to use a water-to-air heat 
pump for that reason. It’s worked 
well for us.” 

In addition to the heat pump, Kerr 
took some additional steps to save 
energy by building an extraordinarily 
well insulated home. After studying 
construction techniques of the 
“Arkansas Home,” which features 
two-by-six studs on 24-inch centers, 
and the University of Illinois’ “Lo-Cal 
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Storage Hedge. 

If you're considering a new 
building, call on the strength 

of these Wick dealers or 
phone toll free 800-356-9682 

Wick buildings prepare you for 
another big crop, and/or equipment. 
This year’s grain harvest looks like another bumper crop...be 
prepared! Wick buildings offer versatility to hedge your investment 
year ’round. Store grain, store farm machinery, or combine both in 
the same building. 
With Wick, you get the rugged, durable construction you demand. 
All-steel doors. Double 2x6 knee braces. Notched columns. Screw- 
fastened roofs. Pre-engineered concrete footings. Super trusses. 
Choice of popular colors. 
In addition, Wick buildings are A.S.C.S. approved for on-farm grain 
storage. That means you can qualify for the A.S.C.S. low-interest 
loan program. 
Your Wick dealer will help you with planning, estimates, site 
selection, and construction. Find out today how a Wick building 
can pay off year ’round. 

A product of Wick Building Systems, 
Mazomanie, Wisconsin 53560 • Adair, iowa 50002 

(Wisconsin residents call 800-362-5457) 

Abingdon Lyle Roberts 
309-462-3928 

Arthur Enos Helmuth & Sons 
217-543-2298 

Ashton  Consol Builders & Supply 
815-453-2442 

Carrollton James E. Parkinson 
618-576-2287 

Danville   Carl Wise 
217-776-2462 

Effingham Curtis-Jansen 
217-342-2159 

Eureka Robert Wiegand 
309-467-3479 

Hardin Bill Parkinson 
618-576-2287 

Hillsboro Coderko Real Estate 
217-532-6433 

Lawrenceville ABC Builders 
618-943-3816 or 812-882-5469 

Lena Freeport Builders 
815-563-4211 

Marion Glenn Hudgens 
618-993-5560 

Mazon J.R. Enterprises 
815-448-2406 

Metropolis Koch Brothers Builders 
618-524-4565 

Paris  Wilson Contracting 
217-275-3411 

Princeville Paul Streitmatter 
309-385-4848 

Royalton  Robert Smith 
618-984-4470 

Spring Valley  Malooley Brothers 
815-664-2353 

Taylorville G & E Builders 
217-824-9851 

Wataga Harold Bramlett 
309-375-6470 

West Salem George’s Farm Supply 
618-456-8461 

WISCONSIN 
Genoa City Chuck Schuren 

414-279-5424 
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Across the 
manager's 
desk 

Joseph J. Fellin 
Manager 

Over the past several years, since the first Arab oil 
embargo, our national energy policy has focused on 
conservation of all forms of energy. Much of the energy 
conservation effort has been misdirected at the electric 
switch rather than the gas tank where it belongs. 

When we talk about kilowatt hour (KWH) 
consumption and rates, using less now means you will pay 
more in the future. Increased energy sales help reduce 
KWH unit cost to the Cooperative and thus passed on to 
the member. If it were possible to have an increased volume 
of KWH sales greater than the pace of annual inflation, 
there would be little or no need for rate increases. That is 
very difficult to accomplish because of a national desire to 
conserve energy. 

The net result has been a short period of high system 
demand and increased rates to pay for this demand and the 
cost of constructing transmission and distribution facilities 
to meet the peak loads. Increased electric energy 
consumption could lower the impact of future rate 
increases and/or keep our W.P.C.A. at a lower rate. 

The choice is using more electricity or paying more 
per unit cost in the future. 

Members make the biggest demand on the Cooperative 
system during the summer months. Selling more energy in 
the remaining months of the year would keep the unit cost 
per KWH lower. Members could offset the investment 
needed for those hot summer days by installing more 
electric heat, grain dryers, or other equipment using 
electricity in off-peak periods. 

Many government officials and no-growth proponents 
would lead' you to believe electric rates will not go higher if 
everyone can conserve enough. That is not true unless you 

are willing to accept the low-voltage problems and planned 
outages that could exist due to inadequate revenue. 

Increased energy sales to members by your Cooperative 
will help keep KWH unit cost below national averages. We 

urge members to use electricity, but use it wisely. Use 
electricity in meaningful productive ways. This could help 
reduce the cost of both oil and electricity. 

Our goal is to help the Cooperative members to make 
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better use of the electricity they use. We will continue 
to offer advice on proper insulation and construction 
methods to keep heating and cooling costs to a minimum. 
Just recently, we have offered the “Energy Audit” to our 

members (see coupon on this page). We do not condone 
wasting energy but advocate wise efficient use of 
electricity. Electricity is still one of the cheapest forms of 
energy if properly used. 

Remember, use electricity but use it wisely! 

July power bill 
Cost of Purchased Power $181,911.27 
Number of KWH’s Purchased 5,538,000 
Cost per KWH .032848 
Less Amount Covered by Base Rate .028  

Difference .004848 

Average Line Loss Factor X ,10 

WPCA for KWH’s used June 15 to July 
15, payable with your August 15 electric 
bill. .00533 

Computerized home analysis 

The energy event 
Yes, I would like for Monroe County Electric Co-Operative, 
Inc. to make a FREE computerized energy analysis of our 
home. 

1. This will provide me with: 
• heating and cooling operating costs 

• the return on dollars spent for more efficiency 
• Costs for heating and cooling at different thermo¬ 

stat settings 
2. The audit is for any type of heating and cooling 

system. 

3. Monroe County Electric Co-Operative, Inc. will call 
and make arrangements for the FREE audit. 

Name    Phone:  

Address  Zip Code  

Remove and return to Monroe County Electric Co-Opera¬ 
tive, Inc. P.O. Box 128, Waterloo, Illinois 62298. 
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Target shooting-Trouble shooting 

There have been several instances about this time of 
year, and in the fall, when target shooting has resulted in 
expensive and time-consuming trouble shooting for your 
cooperative — and inconvenience for members. 

Hunting seasons are times that bring out the best and 
the worst sportsmanship among people. We realize that 
target shooting is a necessary prelude to hunting. But 
crossarm insulators are not clay pigeons intended to 
improve a person’s aim. 

The point is, however, what he uses as a target is 
important, too. INSULATORS AND OTHER 
ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT ON YOUR SYTEM ARE 
DEFINITELY NOT TARGETS AND MUST NOT BE 
USED AS SUCH. Although there are only a few who engage 
in this destructive form of “sportsmanship,” we still think 
we should remind all members that such a practice is 
not only thoughtless, costly and dangerous, it is also 
a criminal act. 

An insulator hit by a rifle bullet may disintegrate. This 
causes the conductor either to sag, fault or break and in 
many cases causes an immediate outage. The damage from 
a shotgun blast often is not apparent. The pellets fracture 
the porcelain and the insulator then fails when moisture 
penetrates and causes conductivity to the pin. 

An outage caused by a damaged or destroyed insulator 
could affect only one 'Monroe County Electric Cooperative 
member, but in almost all instances, many members are 
affected. All must endure the hardships of no electricity 

Meter access 
Meters that are barricaded or enclosed within a garage, 

breezeway, or residence make it difficult for Cooperative 
employees to have access to the meter. In addition, it is also 
against the National Electric Code. Should a fire start, 
meters that are contained within the structure, and not 
easily being accessible, may cause more serious problems to 
your property and to fire department personnel. If your 
meter is enclosed, or in a barricaded position, please make 
the necessary arrangement to have it placed on the outside 
of the structure. Should you have questions with refer¬ 
ence to the same, please call the Cooperative office for 
further explanation. 

until the line crew has located and replaced the insulator 
and re-energized the line. 

If electric lines are hit by a bullet or by shotgun pellets, 
ther’s danger involved. There is a chance that the conductor 
will be cut and fall “live” onto the “sportsman.” This has 
happened before. 

Even worse;’ the conductor may fall, become hidden 
and then be stumbled upon some unsuspecting person. 
Death of an innocent person can result from criminal 
shooting of insulators. 

Another potential problem might be that the line 

would go out during a severe snow storm as we have had in 
the past and we would not be able to get the problem to 
correct it and many members would have to go several 
hours without electricity. 

Insulator shooting is a serious problem for you and 
your cooperative. It’s the responsibility of each of us to 
report such acts of vandalism if we are to stop this practice. 
We ask you to notify your cooperative or local law officials 
immediately if you should observe someone shooting at 
insulators or other electrical equipment. 

It’s time to check 
your stock waterers 

It's time to check your 
electric stock waterers. 
Checking your stock 
waterers frequently will 
help assure safe and 
reliable operation and help 
avoid unnecessary power 
consumption. 

In just a short time, cold weather will be here again. 
Now’s the time to check your electric stock waterers to 
insure that they are functioning properly. 

Taking a few minutes to inspect your stock waterers can 
save on operating costs, help prevent loss of livestock from 
electric shock and numbed fingers from repairing your 
stock waterers in sub-freezing temperatures. 

Ypu do not have to be an electrician to check your stock 
waterers for proper operation. 

Items to check are: 
1. Thermostat — Make sure it’s functioning properly. 
2. Connections — Be sure all connections are tight and 

not corroded. 
3. Corrosion — If electrical and grounding connections 

are corroded, clean connections. 
4. Grounding — Make sure your waterers are thorough¬ 

ly grounded; check for corrosion and make sure 
bonding connections are tight. 

Be sure to disconnect power source before inspecting or 
repairing your waters. 
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THIS IS NO BULL 
Virden Perma-Bilt Company En¬ 
gineering Department is now 
offering 1 7/8” x 24” windmill 
sylinder barrels, with caps, at 
1/4 the price they are selling for 
now! These barrels and caps are 
made from thick heavy wall 
PVC and then lined with 1/8” of 
urethane. These barrels are as 
good as any brass barrel on the 
market! The urethane lining 
assures long life and true check 
strokes. Our 1 7/8" x 24” barrel 
sells for $35.95 plus $2.50 
postage and handling. It connects 
right to your 2” pipe (steel or 
PVC). These urethane lined barrels 
are doing a wonderful job right 
now! Send for free information. 
VIRDEN PERMA-BILT CO., 
2821 Mays St., Box 7160 IN 
Amarillo, TX 79109. 
806/352-2761. 

Upper & Lower Dentures 
• High Quality at Budget Prices 
• In by 10 a.m.; out that same 

afternoon with your new 
dentures 

• Fitted by Licensed Dentists 
• Will accept insurance and 

Medicaid 
• Complete dental services 

offered. 

We’ll meet your bus, make 
your motel reservations, 

if needed 
Free hookup if you come 
by recreational vehicle! 
Write or call today for complete 

free details. You are not 
obligated in any way.  

Frederick C. Lauer DDS 
Mid-America 

Denture Clinic 

Bus. Loop 1-44 West 
Rt. 3, Box 19C, Dept. I L. 

Mt. Vernon, Mo. 65712 (417) 466-7196 

our patients now number 
in the thousands ...all the 

way from Maine to 
California, Canada to 

South America, Florida 
 to Washington. 

Septictrine 
SEPTIC WASTE DIGESTER 

1 lb. $9.65 3 lbs. $24.45 

SAVE COSTLY septic tank PUMPOUTS 
with SEPTICTRINE! SEPTICTRINE is the 
only natural enzyme waste digester that 
contains ALL 5 enzymes to break down 
ALL wastes in your septic or cesspool 
system. Regular use eliminates odors 
and restores drainfield percolation. 

>/ NOVA SHOWER HEAD $22.95 
The NOVA provides a brisk shower while using only 2 gallons of water per 
minute. The chrome plated brass head, with shut off valve, pays for itself 
in 1 - 3 months. 

t/ MINI-FLUSHER Toilet Dam $9.95 
SAVE 2 gallons of water or more per flush. Easy to instalL.no tools 
needed. 

ORDER TODAY FROM BROWN DEER CO.  

BROWN DEER CO., Dept. PA9, 9600 N. Garden Dr., Mequon, Wl 53092 

1 Please send lbs. of SEPTICTRINE for  NOVA Shower Head(s) 
I 
I @$22.95 per unit $ :  MINI-FLUSHER(s) @$9.95 ea. $ . 
1 
I Name    

^ Address            
I 
I City   - State Zip    
• 

TO SPEED UP ORDER, Call 1 -800:558-51 06 TOLL-FREE 
I 

Dwarf trees reach only about 8-tot 0-feet tall,yet bear 
full-size apples, peaches, pears, cherries and 
nectarines. 

FREE Stark Bro’s Catalog 
Grow fiill-size apples, peaches, pears, 
on Stark Bro’s dwarf-size trees. 
Season after season,you and your 
family will harvest tree-ripened 
crops of full-size fruit for eating 
fresh or for your favorite pies 
and desserts. 

Dwarf trees are easy to grow 
and take up so little space, even 
the smallest yard has room for 
several. 

FREE CATALOG tells all 
about them—along with almost 
400 varieties and assortments of 
other fruit trees, shade and nut 
trees, shrubs, vines, ornamentals, 
and award-winning roses. 

Plant This Fall. You can plant 
this fall and gain up to a year’s 
growth. You'll harvest fresh fruit 
months earlier than you expected. 

Stark Bro’s Nurseries & Orchards Co. 
Box A1039A, Louisiana, Missouri 63353 

i 
i 
i 
i 
i 

i 
i 
| Miss_ 

New Free Catalog 
Send Today 

Stark Trees BearFruit Since 1816. 

Stark Bro’s Nurseries & Orchards Co. 
Box A1039A Louisiana, Missouri 63353 

□ Send me your Free Catalog 

Mr. 
Mrs. 

(Please print) 

| Address. 

I City  

I State, .Zip_ 
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A few miles away, a farmer is 
engaged in less frivolous activity, but 
with a similar plane. Flying out of 
a large lawn behind his house, he 
makes a low-level check of his fields 
to look over his crops. 

A few years ago, such scenes would 
have been unbelievable. Now, they 
are regular occurrences. They are made 

possible by a new kind of aircraft 
called ultralights. Powered ultralights 
are a natural spinoff from hang gliders, 
which have been around for years, 
but which, for the most part, only 
descend after being launched. 

The Federal Aviation Admin¬ 
istration has, so far, kept out of 
the regulation business as far as 
ultralights are concerned, only 
stipulating that such craft must be 
capable of being foot-launched — a 
nice way of saying that somebody, 
somewhere, sometime, must have been 
able to take off in one by running with 
it. Such freedom from regulation is 
one of the reasons ultralights are so 
popular. No expensive pilot’s license 
is required to fly them. 

Jim Woods of Edwardsville, a 
member of Southwestern Electric 
Cooperative, hopes to make ultralights 
fairly commonplace in Illinois. He flies 
and sells Quicksilvers, manufactured 
by Eipper Formance, Inc., a 
California firm. 

“I got into the Eipper Formance 
line by accident,” he says, “because 
I’d gone to a seminar in California to 
look at another brand, and to get a 
dealership. I stayed six months and 
looked the field over pretty carefully. 
I came back with the Quicksilver 
dealership because I think they’re the 
best you can buy.” 

Like their unpowered hang-glider 
brethem, Quicksilvers make use of 
brightly hued materials to lend color 
to the new kind of sport flying. 

Woods notes that the Quicksilver 
M comes with a 15-hp two-cycle 
Yamaha engine as standard equipment. 
It takes off in about 60 feet or less 
into the wind, and cruises at 24-30 
mph, with a top speed of 42 mph. It 
lands at about 20 mph. 

“I like this model because of the 
simple controls,” Woods notes, adding, 
“the pilot turns by shifting his weight 
— and it’s a very natural thing, and 
easy to learn. They’re about the 

easiest to learn, but very light pilots 
tend to have a little difficulty because 
banking the craft depends on weight 
shifting. A petite young woman who 
flies a Quicksilver has overcome that 
problem by wearing a scuba diver’s 
weight belt when she flies.” 

The company also offers a float 
conversion. 

“We have another exciting model 
out now, too,” Woods says. “The 
Double Quick is a larger-engined 
version of the Quicksilver, with a 30- 
hp Cuyuna engine. It offers better 

takeoff and climb performance.” All 
the craft fold into fairly handy 
trailerable-sized packages, and can be 
set up to fly in about half an hour, 
once the basic skills are mastered. 

“We’ve sold about 100 planes since 
starting a couple of years ago,” 
Woods says, “and we train each 
buyer before we turn them loose with 
a plane. Not all companies do that, but 
ours requires it, and we believe it’s the 
best way. The training is built into the 
price of the plane, and we want the 
sport to grow, safely, and sensibly.” 

Protecting 
a valuable 
asset 
You've insured your house, your car. . . 
probably even your stereo and television 
set. But, did you ever stop to think about 
your most valuable asset? You depend 
on gopd health in order to work and 
bring home your family's income. Isn't that 
an asset also worth protecting? 

The financial security and all the things 
you've worked so hard for can be lost when 
an unexpected sickness or injury strikes. Think 
about it. If you were struck by a heart attack (or some other serious illness or 
accident), could you pay your medical bills and still manage to make ends meet 
without your income? 

That's why most Illinois Rural Electric Co-operatives and Telephone Co¬ 
operatives participate in Mutual of Omaha Association Group plans. 

Besides providing members with important protection, these plans can now be 
purchased at ASSOCIATION GROUP RATES. 

Disability Income Protection — Can pay you a regular monthly check when a 
covered accident or illness keeps you from working. 

Hospital Coverage — Helps you meet today's ever-rising costs of medical care. 

Cancer Cost Supplement — Supplies extra coverage to help you afford the 
expensive cost of cancer treatment. 

Plutual Care — Easy-to-read'' coverage that works with Medicare to provide 
security to those 65 and over. 

Plajor Medical Protection — Can help cover medical expenses, even if a cata¬ 
strophic illness strikes. 

Life Insurance is also available, both as term and permanent insurance (cash 
value) from our affiliate. United of Omaha. 

So, if you and your co-operative are not 
enrolled in these plans, let one of our 
representatives fill you in on the details. 

For more information, write: 

Hugh R. McAteer 
Box 2277 
Maryland Heights, M0 63043 

Or call collect (314) 434-7230 

Mutual 
^Omaha 

People you can count on... 
Life Insurance Affiliate: 

United of Omaha 
MUTUAL OF OMAHA INSURANCE COMPANY 

HOME OFFICE: OMAHA, NEBRASKA 
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We recently received a letter from our power supplier 
requesting that negotiations commence for the purpose 
of establishing a new wholesale rate for electric energy 
supplied to the Co-operative. The letter indicated that the 
proposed increase would increase the revenues to Illinois 
Power Company (IP) from Monroe County Electric 
Co-operative by $258,000.00 This would represent a 
sixteen (16) percent increase over present wholesale power 
costs. This alone amounts of $21,500 per month and 
approximately $5.50 per member. 

Your Co-operative management, along with other 

Illinois electric cooperatives purchasing wholesale power 
from IP, is negotiating to establish the most favorable 
wholesale power contract possible. 

There is no doubt that an increase in retail rates to 
the membership will be necessary. Inflation, in addition to 
power costs, must be taken into consideration when 
establishing new retail rates. The costs of equipment, 
material and supplies, and labor increase each year. We will 
take a long hard look at operating costs and revenues 
needed before setting a new rate. 

If the proposed IP wholesale rate increase becomes 
reality and the present inflation rate continues, it appears 
that a 12 to 14 percent retail rate increase will be assessed 
sometime next spring. We assure you a rate increase will be 
no more than that necessary to meet the obligations of the 
Co-operative in accordance with sound business principles 
and management. We will keep you informed on develop¬ 
ments as they occur. 

RATE CHARTS 

This past summer we have been receiving quite a few 
payments where the member has used the wrong section 

of your two-part rate chart. 
As you know, your Co-operative has a summer and 

winter rate. The summer rate is printed in red and is to be 
used for the months of June through September. The 
winter rate is printed in black and is to be used for the 
months of October through May. 

We would appreciate everyone to be a little more 
careful and use the correct part of the chart. The rate chart 
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is clearly marked as to which months the summer and 
winter rates are to be used. We thank you for your coop¬ 
eration. 

KEEP MEMBERSHIP CURRENT 

It has come to our attention that a number of member¬ 
ships are still being held in the names of members who are 
deceased. One example of this is when a member passes 
away and the remaining spouse continues to live on the 
premise and does not have the membership transferred. 
Another example is of a son or son-in-law taking over the 
farming operation and not having the account changed to 
his name. 

Problems can rise in the allocation of capital credits. 
If the account is still listed in the name of the deceased, 
capital credits would be allocated to his estate. The person 
who has been paying the electric bills may have to share 
capital credits with other heirs of the deceased even though 
he has been paying the electric bills on that particular 
account. 

If you are involved in ths type of situation, please 
contact the Co-operative office for details on changing the 
membership to the proper person. We again thank you for 
your cooperation. 

August power bill 
Cost of purchased power $175,269 
Number of KWH’s purchased 5,427,000 

Cost per KWH .032296 

Less amount covered by base rate .02800 

Difference .004296 
Average Line Loss Factor X io 
WPCA for KWH’s used July 15th 

to August 15, payable with your 

September electric bill. .00473 

COOPERATIVES 
BUILDING A BETTER AMERICA 

October b 
Co-op Month. 
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Insulation 
There’s no need to heat all the great 

outdoors along with your house. 
Insulation can be installed in most 
existing frame houses very reasonably. 
As a rule of thumb you should have a 
minimum of six inches of insulation in 
the attic, full cavity insulation in the 
sidewalls and a minimum of three 
inches of underfloor insulation in 
unheated crawl spaces and basements. 
If you do the job yourself, be careful 
not to restrict outside air flow to 
furnaces using a flame system. They 
must have air to operate safely and 
efficiently. Your local power supplier 
or a reputable contractor can advise 
you on your specific insulation needs. 

Storm Windows 
Here is where your greatest heat 

loss can occur. Either double-glazed 
windows or storm windows keep cold 
air out, and heat costs down. (Clear 
plastic tacked across your windows 
can help to serve the same purpose.) 

Cracks 
Seal them up. Weather stripping 

and caulking windows and doors helps 
keep the cold out, and the heat in. 

Chimneys 
Keep dampers closed or block off 

fireplaces when they’re not in use. 
Otherwise, a lot of heat goes right up 
the flue. 

Sunshine 
Let it in. Keeping shades up and 

draperies open during the day helps 
heat your home. At night, close them 
for added insulation effect. 

Radiators and supply registers 
Don’t let furniture or drapes block 

off a radiator or supply register. 
Be sure they are clean and free of dust 

of obstructions so that the warm air 
can circulate freely. 

Unheated space 
If you have unused rooms and 

areas, keep them closed off. Also make 

sure all doors leading to unheated 
areas are kept closed. But if you have 
ducted warm air, make sure that 
closing off unused rooms won’t 
interfere with the air circulation 
patterns in your home and cause your 
heating plant to operate irregularly. 

Thermostat 
Once you have found a comfortable 

setting on your thermostat, leave it 
there. Raising it doesn’t cause the 
house to heat up any faster. It just 
causes the temperature to continue to 
rise beyond a comfortable point, 
which results in higher heating bills. 

A reduction of about five degrees maxi¬ 
mum at night may result in some 
savings and to many people affords 
more comfortable sleeping conditions. 

Thermostats should be placed on 
the inside walls of your home at a 
location free from drafts. They should 
never be blocked off, nor should 
a lamp or other heat-producing 
appliance be placed nearby. 

Never turn a thermostat completely 

off when leaving your home for a few 
days. A sudden cold snap could cause 
your pipes to freeze and burst, causing 

substantial damage to your home. 
Humidification 

A home that’s too dry must be kept 

warmer than one with the proper 
humidity level to give the same 
comfort. So a humidifying device is a 
good investment, whether it is one 
installed with your heating plant or a 
free-standing electric humidifier. 

Vents 
If your attic and crawl space are 

properly insulated, you can leave vents 
in these areas open during winter. It 
helps keep moisture levels in your 
home at a proper degree. If you don’t 
have insulation in your crawl space, 
you can close some of the vent 
openings in the winter (don’t close 
them all). Make sure they are all 
opened again in the spring. Do not 
close attic vents in the winter as this 
could cause moisture condensation 
and damage. 

Maintenance 
Have your central heating system 

checked before the start of cold 
weather. Flues should be cleaned, belts 
checked and adjusted, motors and 
pumps lubricated, and combustion 
units adjusted. If you have a ducted 
warm air system, check the duct work 
to make sure it’s tight and not leaking 
air. Duct work in unheated areas such 
as attics and crawl spaces should be 
properly insulated. Filters in a ducted 
system should be cleaned and 
periodically replaced during the 
heating season. 

Be careful and avoid wasting the 
heat your system produces. Careful 
attention to these details of home 
heating will pay off for the 
homeowner in savings on his energy 
bill and will make a vital contribution 
toward conserving our nation’s 
precious supply of energy. 
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Sawmill 
operator 
'grew up’ 

in 
business 

6,000strong 

More livestock producers rely on 
Wick confinement buildings. 
Complete understanding of livestock and confinement 
ranks as just one of many Wick strengths. Wick 
successfully combines this knowledge with proven 
expertise in building design and construction. As a 
result, we’ve built an estimated 6,000 confinement 
buildings since 1954. 
Wick confinement specialists can help you custom- 
plan just the right layout and equipment for your 
operation. Our selection of features helps you create 
the best environment for healthy animals and a long- 
lasting building. 
Look in to all the reasons for the extra strength of 
Wick. Talk to your Wick dealer soon. 

Look in to see why we stand out. 

Wick Buildings* 
A product of Wick Building Systems, Inc. 
Mazomanie, Wisconsin 53560 • Adair, Iowa 50002 

If you’re considering a new building, call on the strength 
of these Wick dealers or phone toll free 800-356-9682 

(Wisconsin residents call 800-362-5457) 

Abingdon  Lyle Roberts 
309-462-3928 

Arthur Enos Helmuth & Sons 
217-543-2298 

Ashton  Consol Builders & Supply 
815-453-2442 

Carrollton James E. Parkinson 
618-576-2287 

Danville  Carl Wise 
217-776-2462 

Effingham Curtis-Jansen 
217-342-2159 

Eureka Robert Wiegand 
309-467-3479 

Hardin Bill Parkinson 
618-576-2287 

Hillsboro Coderko Real Estate 
217-532-6433 

Lawrenceville ABC Builders 
618-943-3816 or 812-882-5469 

Lena Freeport Builders 
815-563-4211 

Marion Glenn Hudgens 
618-993-5560 

Mazon J.R. Enterprises 
815-448-2406 

Metropolis Koch Brothers Builders 
618-524-4565 

Monmouth Phil Britt 
309-734-6458 

Paris  Wilson Contracting 
217-275-3411 

Princeville Paul Streitmatter 
309-385-4848 

Royalton  Robert Smith 
618-984-4470 

Spring Valley  Malooley Brothers 
815-664-2353 

Taylorville  G&E Builders 
217-824-9851 

Wataga  Harold Bramlett 
309-375-6470 

West Salem George’s Farm Supply 
618-456-8461 

WISCONSIN 
Genoa City Chuck Schuren 

414-279-5424 

Cutting up is a way of life for 
Wayne Hendrix of Marshall. 

Hendrix, an Edgar Electric 
Cooperative member, runs a small 
sawmill. With help from two part-time 
employees, Wayne can saw about 
10,000 board feet of lumber a week, 
or about half a million feet a year 
when business is good. 

“I really enjoy the lumber 
business,” Wayne says, “and I kind of 
came by it naturally. My father had 
a sawmill and I just kind of grew up 
in the business. 

“We usually run the mill about two 
days a week — maybe three. With the 
size of the operation being what it is, 
that’s about all we need. We run year 
’round most of the time, though, 
except a couple of those really severe 
winters when we couldn’t,” he notes. 

Wayne also serves as road 
commissioner for Marshall Township 
and runs a small farming operation. 

Hendrix buys some of the timber 
for the operation, and saws some 
himself. Sycamore and cottonwood 
are probably the most common 
timber processed at the mill. The 
bulk of the lumber is rough cut for 
use in building pallets and crates. 
Wayne also does some milling for 
for furniture manufacturers. “We 
cut hardwood sometimes for what 
they call grade lumber,” he says, 
“mostly oak or walnut, and we air-dry 
it and save it until we have a semi¬ 
trailer load. We sell some poplar to 
them, too.” 

The sawmill generates a lot of 
material that once went to waste, 
but Wayne tries to minimize that. 
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owned, for-profit utilities were 
receiving good treatment from the 
administration. “There’s a new bill to 
wipe out some of their debts, and to 
allow them to retain $ 1-billion a year 
they were paying, in addition to 
$3-billion they were already retaining. 
In contrast, the Office of Manage¬ 
ment and Budget (OMB) is asking you 
to take a whopping cut. We recognize 
that the investor-owned utilities need 
and deserve some consideration, and 
we’re glad to see them get it, but 
where’s the balance and fairness? For 
some reason, OMB says the rural 
electrics are destroying the economy, 
while the lOU’s are part of the 
economic recovery.” 

Harold V. Hunter, an Oklahoma 
rancher recently appointed by 

President Reagan to head the Rural 
Electrification Administration (REA), 
told the delegates that the coop¬ 
eratives should get used to the idea 
that federal money and loan 
guarantees will be drying up, and 
seek new sources of loans for needed 
capital. “There has been a gradual 

trend in this direction,” he said, 
“and it will have to be accelerated.” 

Hunter urged his listeners to 
communicate with their members, 
especially in regard to rates, which 
he expects to continue to escalate 
virtually indefinitely. 

“Regardless of what happens, as 
we see the disappearance of some of 

the cheaper imbedded interest rates 
and cheaper investments of yesterday, 
and when we see some of the newer 
higher costs being welded in, we know 
that rates are going to be raised in 
order to meet the costs of doing 

business, and the sooner you can 
warn your members, the better off 
you’ll be,” Hunter concluded. 

Do-It-Yourselfers...Beat Inflati 

Curtis Credit J 

Makes It Possible 
to Become a Homeowner NOW! 
Do you have the desire for a home , but not the dollars to afford it? Check these Curtis credit 
features: ■ No big down payment. ■ Low, low monthly payments while building. 
■ Your lot may not have to be fully paid for. ■ No installment payments for 6 months 
after 1st delivery of materials.* 
Curtis does the hardest job, too. Our carpenters erect the frame on your foundation. Then 
you complete it with our step-by-step instructions 
With Curtis you can stop waiting ..if you are willing to start completing your home now! 
Send coupon or call. No obligation 
Allow three weeks lor delivery or send 
$1.00 for priority handling^ 

There's a representative near you! 
Phone 1-800-358-9150 

Complete It yourself 

Curtis Homes 
It you have desire We have the trust'. 

'Finance charge begins on date ol first delivery 

Send me your FREE Homes Catalog 
CURTIS HOMES. 0«pt. IL-1 

327 5th Street, WDIP Perrysburg, Ohio 43551 

City _ 

Zip _ 
I plan to do’D all or □ part of the finishing 
□ Enclosed is $1 00 for priority handling 

SOTZ MONSTER MAUL 
FAST-N EASY WOOD SPLITTING 

*24.95 DELIVERED 

SPECIFICATIONS 

Weight: Head-12 lb. (Total 
weight 15 lb.) 

Construction: High-carbon steel 
head, hardened edge. 
High strength steel 
handle. 

Guarantee: 1-YEAR TRIAL OFFER 
+ lO years against 
failure. 

Price: $ 19.95 Factory pickup. 
$24.95 Delivered to your door. 

VISA or MASTERCARD RUSH ORDERS 
CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-321-9892 

Inside Ohio 1-216-236-5021 
OR SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER. 

Sorry No C.O.D.'s 

• Splits most logs in one lick-won't 
stick. 

• No struggling lifting heavy logs up 
to high priced power splitters. 

• Drop 'em, saw 'em, stand 'em up, 
and split'em! 

• Forget about lost, stuck, or flying 
wedges. 

• No gasoline, no set-up, no take¬ 
down. 

• No wooden handles to replace. 
• No gimmicks. Just simple physics! 

We at Sotz have been making the 
same quiet offer for years: Try a 
Monster Maul at our risk! Within one 
year, if you don't think if s the fastest, 
least tiring method of splitting fire¬ 
wood, let us know, and we will give 
you your money back, including 
shipping .... Plus, ifs guaranteed 
against failure for lO years. 

OUR 25th 
YEAR 

Sotz Corporation, 13668 Station Rd., Columbia Station, OH 44028 
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Across the 
manager's 
desk 

Joseph J. Fellin 
Manager 

For the past 12 months, ever since Ronald Reagan was 
elected President of the United States, we have read and 
heard many words relating to budget cuts and a balanced 
budget, I don’t think any of us, regardless of our political 
affiliation, doubt the need for a balanced federal budget, 
which, hopefully, would result in reductions in the rate of 
inflation, interest rates, and an improved economy. The 
problem is not what is needed, but how to achieve it. 

It appears there are differences in opinion in 
Washington as to how and to what extent the Rural 
Electrification Program will be affected by the Reagan 
Administration. 

U. S. Secretary of Agriculture John Block (an Illinois 
farmer) has issued a policy statement on cooperatives 
in which he states in part that, “As a farmer, I can state 
unequivocally that the most effective program is one that 
helps farmers help themselves — with minimum government 
involvement. Congress saw the wisdom of this approach 
more than a half a century ago in passing two acts: (1) 
The Capper-Volstead Act of 1922 enables farm families to 
unite through cooperative businesses and (2) The 
Cooperative Marketing Act of 1926 formalized the 
Department’s assistance to agriculture cooperatives.” He 
includes in his statement that, “It is this Department’s 
intent to meet fully the spirit and interest of laws and 

SEPTEMBER POWER BILL 

Cost of Purchased Power $136,610.19 
Number of KWH’s Purchased 4,180,800 
Cost per KWH .032676 

Less Amount Covered by Base Rate .028  

Difference .004676 

Average Line Loss Factor X .10 

WPCA for KWH’s used August 15 to 
September 15, payable with your October 
15 electric bill. .005144 

policy directives of Congress including: Supporting rural 
electric and telephone cooperatives in improving their 
overall financial strength, including loans and loan 
guarantees as necessary.” 

Newly appointed REA Administrator Harold Hunter, 
in a recent message to rural electric leaders, said that 
President Reagan is right in the changes he’s trying to 
impose on the rural electrification program, and those who 
disagree are wrong. The view at REA, he said, was that 
changes must be made. But changes should come gradually 
rather than radically. Hunter predicted that while change 
would come, some good parts of the REA program would 
remain. 

National Rural Electric Cooperative Association 
(NRECA) Executive Vice President Robert Partridge warns 
of new REA loan cut threats. He reports there is little 
doubt the Administration is planning drastic curtailments 
for the REA loan programs. In his memorandum, Partridge 
said that, “The Administration continues to take from us 
with one hand and give to the investor-owned utilities with 
the other. The recently passed tax bill will reduce the lOU’s 
income tax liability to virtually zero, will enable them to sell 
unused tax benefits and will encourage investment in their 
stocks. The lOU’s need this substantial help and we 
certainly harbor no resentment because they are receiving 
it. At the same time though, the Administration policies are 
inconsistent, capricious, and clearly discriminatory toward 
rural America. The inequity of the Administration’s treat¬ 

ment of rural electrics as compared to the investor-owned 
utilities is becoming more and more pronounced with every 
proposal from the Office of Management and Budget. 
Stockman apparently wants our insured and our guaranteed 
loan amounts cut to take the pressure off of the private 
money markets. This attitude reflects OMB’s thinking that 
we would not borrow money without the assistance of 
the government; that we borrow only because we enjoy 
lower than market rate financing. Stockman has no under¬ 
standing of, and in my opinion, no desire to understand the 
continuing financing needs for growing power demands in 
rural America.” 

Meanwhile there are a number of Senators and 
Representatives of the House who are supportive of the 
rural electric program. This is evident in their passing 
of cooperative related bills in support of continued REA 
financing. 

Where does this lead us? Rural electric insured loan 
needs for fiscal year 1982 have been recognized and 
approved by the House of Representatives and a subcom¬ 
mittee of the Senate Appropriations Committee. NRECA 
has made a sound case for the needs of rural electric 
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Checking your heating system 
Fall is zooming right past us and it’s 

time to get ready for winter. Although 
many heating systems are relatively 
maintenance free, others require a 
yearly routine of getting them ready 
for winter operation. 

Tax Credits 
In order to encourage conservation, 

tax credits are allowed on 
weatherization measures on your 
home. A tax credit of 15 percent of 
the first $2,000 for authorized 
weatherization measures may be taken 
on your federal income tax. Internal 
Revenue Form 5695 must be used to 
apply for the credit. 

Insulating the air ducts is an 
authorized item for tax credit. Heat 
loss from ducts in unheated crawl 
spaces or attic spaces can account for 
15 percent of the total heat loss. 

All Furnaces 
Read the owner’s manual as it will 

help in understanding your heating 
system. All belt-driven models should 
be checked for belt wear and proper 
belt tension. Oil the motor if it has 
cups or plugs over the bearings on 
each end of the motor. Caution! 
Do not over-oil. On belt models, oil 
the shaft bearings of the fan. Vacuum 
fan blades with care. The frames of 
furnaces and many other heating 
systems are grounded, therefore, a 
faulty vacuum cleaner could cause you 
to receive an electrical shock. On fossil 
fuel furnaces, check all flues and 
chimneys for leaves and bird nests. 
Check brick and rock chimneys 
for faulty mortar joints. Make sure 
ignitable items, such as clothing, 
cobwebs and paper are not too close 
to flues. Check all supply and return 
openings to be sure they are not 
blocked by furniture, drapes and other 
items. 

Gas Furnace 
The air filter in the return air duct 

should be cleaned or changed. The 
pilot light nozzle should be turned off 
and cleaned by running a fine wire 
through the orifice of the nozzle. If 
you have trouble keeping the pilot on, 
the thermocouple may need changing. 

To check the burners, turn up the 
thermostat and let the burners warm 
up for five minutes. Only blue flames 
should be showing. Adjust the 
combustion air intakes until the 
flame lifts off the burners — a sign 
of too much air — and then reduce air 
intake until the flame sets back 
down on the burners. You do not 
want yellow showing in the flame. 

Electric Furnace 
The air filter in the return air duct 

should be cleaned or changed. Electric 
furnaces are normally installed using a 
heating thermostat that, brings on all 
the elements in the furnace whenever 
the thermostat calls for heat. This 
causes the furnace to give a blast of 
hot air and later the house cools until 
it is almost uncomfortable before the 
blast of hot air comes rushing out 
again. A two-stage heating thermostat 
or two-stage heating — one-stage 
cooling thermostat, if you have central 
cooling, and the addition of one or 
two outdoor thermostats would make 
the heating much more even, giving 
greater comfort. This arrangement 
should add life to the furnace elements 
and fan motor, since the system would 
not need to cycle as often. 

Oil Furnace 
Drain off water that may have 

accumulated in the outdoor storage 
tank. This water comes from conden¬ 
sation due to changes in temperature 
of the weather. The fuel filter in the 
oil line to the furnace should be 
changed, and the air filter in the return 
air duct should be cleaned or changed. 
The nozzle on gun-type furnaces 
should be changed before each heating 

season. 
To check the flame, turn on and 

observe. If black smoke continues to 
be given off the tip of the flame, the 
furnace is out of adjustment. The 
proper oil-to-air ratio will give a clean 
burning flame. Even with a proper 
burning flame some soot will be 
given off during start-up. A soot 
buildup inside the firebox will act as 
insulation and rob the system of its 
heating efficiency. 

Wood Or Coal Burning Equipment 
These vary greatly in type and 

design, but a good inspection of grates, 
fireboxes and chimneys should tlirn up 
possible trouble spots. Acquaint 
yourself with the danger of creosote 
deposits, especially in the chimneys. 

Individual Room Heaters 
Check for foreign matter such as 

lint, paper and hair. Vacuum and 
turn them on while you can open the 
doors and windows. Burning the dust 
off can be extremely irritating to the 
nose, eyes and throat. Lint should be 
blown out of thermostats. A hand 
hair dryer can be used for this, with 
the dryer on the cool setting. 

Heat Pump 
Heat pump owners should make a 

special effort to understand the 
various stages and modes of heat the 
system goes through varying 
temperatures. The outdoor 
thermostats are set according to the 
heat loss of your home at various 
outdoor temperatures. If you have 
added insulation since these are 
installed, it is probable that the setting 
should be changed. Cleaning the 
outdoor unit may be necessary several 
times a year, since the outdoor unit 
works year-round and leaves and grass 
accumulate in it. 

A good serviceman should go over 
the entire system at least once a year. 

borrowers in fiscal year 1982. Reports are that the 
Administration is circulating plans to prohibit the federal 
government to making any loans at less than three per¬ 
centage points below interest rates on the Treasury’s long 
term borrowing. 

The effect on rural electrics including Monroe County 
Electric Co-operative would be to raise the interest cost of 
REA loans from the present five percent to about 11 
percent, plus the cost of the 30 percent supplemental 
financing which is now 14 percent interest. 

As stated above there seems to be a difference oi 
opinion in Washington. Secretary of Agriculture Block 
pledges help. The Congress is favorable to rural 
electrification. However, the Office of Management and 
Budget and the Administration are looking to curtail REA 
loans. 

We all know what increased interest rates on money 
borrowed from REA will do. You, the member-owner of 
Monroe County Electric, will bear the burden of these 

changes through higher retail rates. 
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SAVE WAYSL1 v7 Water 
v/ Energy 

Money 
Septictrine 

SEPTIC WASTE DIGESTER 4 
A ^ 

^Ecologically 
ACCEPTED. 

1 lb. $9.65 3 lbs. $24.45 

SAVE COSTLY septic tank PUMPOUTS 
with SEPTICTRINE! SEPTICTRINE is the 
only natural enzyme waste digester that 
contains ALL 5 enzymes to break down 
ALL wastes in your septic or cesspool 
system. Regular use eliminates odors 
and restores drainfield percolation. 

4$ 

• $ 

* *t  ORDER TODAY FROM BROWN DEER CO. ft- 

t/ 

v/ 

NOVA SHOWER HEAD $22.95 
The NOVA provides a briskshowerwhile using only 2 gallons of water per 
minute. The chrome plated brass head, with shut off valve, pays for itself 
in 1 - 3 months. 

MINI-FLUSHER Toilet Dam $9.95 
SAVE 2 gallons of water or more per flush. Easy to instalL.no tools 
needed. 

BROWN DEER CO., Dept. PA9, 9600 N. Garden Dr., Mequon, Wl 53092 

Please send_ Jbs. of SEPTICTRINE for $_ _NOVA Shower Head(s) 

@$22.95 per unit $_ _MINI-FLUSHER(s) @$9.95 ea. $_ 

Name_ 

Address 

City  _State_ -Zip 

If Ruptured 
TRY THIS OUT 

Modern Protection Provides Great 
Comfort and Holding- Security 

An “eye-opening” revelation in sensi¬ 
ble and comfortable reducible rupture 
protection may be yours for the asking, 
without cost or obligation. Full details 
of the new and different Rice Support 
will be sent you Free. Here’s a Support 
that has brought joy and comfort to 
thousands—by releasing them from 
Trusses that hind and cut. Designed to 
securely hold a rupture up and in where 
it belongs and yet give freedom of body 
and genuine comfort. For full informa¬ 
tion—write today! WILLIAM S. RICE, 
Ina, ADAMS, N. Y„ 13605 DEPT. 9K 

:nacnc«M 
LIFETIME 

TANK COATINGS 
Stop all leaks in steel and 
concrete — Prevent rust forever. 
Roof coatings for tar paper, 
composition and cedar shingles, 
and metal buildings. Anyone can 
apply all coatings. 

Fix it once and forget it. This is 
our 30th year. Let us send you 
complete information 

VIRDEN PERMA BILT CO. 
ESox 71 60IN Ph.806-352-2761 

2821 Mays St. 
Amarillo, Texas 79109 

iLSJuxnwu 
TO SPEED UP ORDER, Call 1-800:558-5106 TOLL-FREE 

SOTZ FARM SHOP HEATER 
• PRODUCES MORE HEAT THAN 2 OR 3 
HIGH PRICED STOVES 

• TREMENDOUS RADIATING SURFACE 
AREA GIVES YOU MORE HEAT WITH 
LESS WOOD 

• BURNS VERY LONG WITHOUT ADDING 
WOOD 

• ENGINEERED TO PREVENT DRUM 
BURN OUT 

• TESTED TO U.L STANDARDS 
• EASILY HEAT YOUR BIG FARM BUILDING 

 SPECIFICATIONS  

•Heating Capacity: 152,000 BTU/hr. bottom drum 
243,000 BTU/hr. double drum. 

•Construction: Door, door frame, flue collar, draft 
control, internal draft channel of 13 ga. steel legs. 1/8 in 
steel hinges, latch, catch of 3/16 in. steel nuts and 
bolts. Top Drum: Connector flanges, pipe assembly, 4 
nesting brackets, nuts and bolts. 

•Guarantee: 1-year trial offer. lO years against failure. 
•UL testing conducted by R.F. Geisser, Engineers. 

PRICE: 
DELIVERED FACTORY 

TO YOUR DOOR PICK UP 
Bottom   $38.98 §34.95 

Top   $20.98 $17.95 

VISA AND MASTERCARD RUSH ORDERS 
CALL 1-800-321-9892 
(INSIDE OHIO CALL 1-21^236-5021) 
or SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER.... 
Sorry, no C.O.D.'s. 

FREE info, about 55-GAL HEATER (SHOWN), 
heating water, drying wood, fireplace-to 
woodstove. 15-30 gal. kits also available. 

£ 4^ jm mm bottom kit 
V m. n UM factory 

M W pick-up 

Before you spend $500 to $600 on a 
wood heater, try the Sotz Heater Kit for 
under $60...at our risk. If (within one year) 
you don't agree it out performs any wood 
heater money can buy, or (within lO 
years) if the kit cracks, warps, or burns up, 
your money will be refunded, including 
shipping charges. 

Kit converts a 55 gallon drum (not 
supplied) into a high capacity wood 
burner. Features large IPA" square door 
opening, cam-lock door catch, and 
spark-proof design. Patented internal 
draft channel, draft control, and airtight 
design allow controlled, efficient heat, 
while limiting metal temperatures of 
barrel, to prevent burnup. 

Use of draft control allows you to heat 
large or small areas. Basement installation 
heats your entire home. Great for your 
garage, workshop, or cabin. Top drum 
squeezes 60% more BTU's from heat 
normally lost up the chimney. Heavy steel 
kit bolts together quick and easy. 

Thousands in use by U.S. Army, Navy, 
Depts. of Nat. Resources, Agriculture, 
Federal, state and local government 
agencies. 

Sotz Corporation, 13668 Station Rd., Columbia Station, OH 44028 
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DWARF-SIZE TREES. 
FULL-SIZE FRUIT. 

It's easy to grow tasty fruit, in your 
own yard, with hardy dwarf fruit 
trees that grow just 8 to 10 feet tall. 

Free Stark Bro s catalog features 
more than 350 varieties of fruit, 
shade and nut trees, berries, vines, 
roses. Send for your copy NOW. 

FREE CATALOG 
Stark Bro s Nurseries & Orchards Co. 
Box OOOOOO, Louisiana, Mo. 63353 

I Mail coupon to: 
I Stark Bro's Nurseries & Orchards Co. 
| Box A103CA, Louisiana, Mo. 63353 

| □ Send FREE New Color Catalog! 
I Mr. 
I Ms  

Address. 

City  

State Zip- 

Home Phone( 

NOW SAVE|$159.80 

on a famous 
TROY-BILT Tiller! 

Just 
ONE HAND! 

“Off-Season" Savings now in effect! 
Right now is the best time ever to learn 
about the amazing TROY-BILT Roto 
Tiller-Power Composter.the “break¬ 
through" machine that’s allowing anyono 
—of any age—with any soil—to easily 
have a fabulously fertile, productive 
garden! For free complete details, prices, 
write today to: 

TROY-BILT 102nd St. i 9th Ave., Troy, NY 12160 
© 1981 Garden Way, Inc 

TROY-BILT® Roto Tiller-Power Composters 
Dept. A-1009 
102nd St. & 9th Ave., Troy, IM.Y. 12180 

Please send the whole wonderful story of TROY 
BILT© Roto Tillers including prices and OFF SEA 
SON-SAVINGS now in effect for a limited time. 
Mr. (Please Print Clearly) 
Mrs. 
Ms.    

Address   

City   

State   Zip 

122%p 
stronger 

Wick screw fasteners outgrip nails. 
Rain, wind pressure and snow loads don’t intimidate the roofs 
on Wick Buildings. That’s because they’re secured firmly in 
place with Wick screw fasteners. 
Screws lock into wood fibers with 122% greater holding power 
than typically used nails. Penetration raises steel around 
screw shank, forming a positive seal. Helps eliminate roof 
leak problems caused by nails that loosen and back out due 
to loading and movement of roof sheeting. 
Look in to all the reasons for the extra strength of Wick. 
Talk with your Wick dealer soon. 
Look in to see why we stand out. 

on Wick Buildings 
A product of Wick Building Systems, Inc. 
Mazomanie, Wisconsin 53560 • Adair, Iowa 50002 

If you’re considering a new building, call on the strength of 
these Wick dealers or phone toll free 800-356-9682, any time 

(Wisconsin residents call 800-362-5457) 

ILLINOIS 

Abingdon Lyle Roberts 
309-462-3928 

Arthur Enos Helmuth & Sons 
217-543-2298 

Ashton  Consol Builders & Supply 
815-453-2442 

Carrollton James E. Parkinson 
618-576-2287 

Danville  Carl Wise 
217-776-2462 

Effingham  Curtis-Jansen 
217-342-2159 

Eureka Robert Wiegand 
309-467-3479 

Hardin Bill Parkinson 
618-576-2287 

Hillsboro Coderko Real Estate 
217-532-6433 

Lawrencevllle ABC Builders 
618-943-6402 or 618-928-2605 

Lena Freeport Builders 
815-563-4211 

Marlon Glenn Hudgens 
618-993-5560 

Mazon J.R. Enterprises 
815-448-2406 

Metropolis Koch Brothers Puilders 
618-524-4565 

Monmouth Phil Britt 
309-734-6458 

Paris  Wilson Contracting 
217-275-3411 

Princeville Paul Streitmatter 
309-385-4848 

Royalton  Robert Smith 
618-984-4470 

Spring Valley  Malooley Brothers 
815-664-2353 

Taylorville  G & E Builders 
217-824-9851 

Wataga  Harold Bramlett 
309-375-6470 

Waterman Little Enterprises 
815-264-3302 

West Salem George’s Farm Supply 
618-456-8461 

WISCONSIN 
Genoa City Chuck Schuren 

414-279-5424 
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Across the 
manager's 
desk 

Joseph J. Fellin 
Manager 

As we approach the Holiday Season and the New Year, 
the board and staff of Monroe County Electric Co-Opera¬ 
tive extend our “Best Wishes for a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year” to all members and friends of the Co¬ 
operative. 

Looking to the New Year, your manager and staff of the 
Co-operative, along with our consulting engineers and the 
REA field representative, has been busy working on a 10- 
year financial forecast, a two-year work plan and a new 
loan application, 70 percent from REA and 30 percent 
from the National Rural Utilities Cooperative Finance 
Corporation (CFC). The first two documents are REA 
prerequisites for loan approval. They aid management and 
engineering in planning for future line upgrading and 
extension, along with other system improvements. They 
also give us direction in making management decisions, 
including projected rate adjustments in line with long term 
revenue requirements. 

There are several planned construction projects that will 
be completed after the $1,700,000 loan package is 
approved. Once these concurrent loans are approved a line 
of credit is established with REA and CFC. Loan funds are 
drawn as construction of new lines and system improve¬ 
ments begin. 

A new substation and a four-mile transmission line to 
provide power to the substation are included in planned 
system improvements. These new facilities will be con¬ 
structed in the northern portion of our service area. This is 
the fastest growing section of our system and the new sub¬ 
station will allow us to provide an improved reliable con¬ 
tinuity of service in that area. It will also help alleviate 
some of the load on our Millstadt substation. This and a 
planned three-phase feeder line from Highway 3 to Gilmore 
Lake will allow us to feed the Millstadt substation from two 
directions. Now, that substation is isolated. If an outage 
occurs, we cannot back feed power from another source. 
The new substation and tie line will eliminate this problem 
and improve service and reduce outage time to all members 

presently served by the Millstadt substation and those 
members who will be served by the new substation. 

There are two or three other three-phase feeder line con¬ 
versions planned to enable us to upgrade electric service to 
the membership. Also included are funds for line voltage 
regulators and oil circuit reclosures (circuit breakers) to be 
placed in line to insure adequate line voltage and to elimin¬ 
ate some line outages due to storms and lightning. We 
expect to construct 300 new services to new and existing 
members in the ensuing two years. 

As stated previously, the above items are a part of the 
two-year work plan, just completed. There are always 
unknown projects and situations that pop up and require 
additional funds. If that happens, we start on a new two- 
year work plan to determine future needs. 

In a previous month’s column, we discussed Illinois 
Power Company’s request for a 16 percent increase in the 
cost of purchased power. We still are in negotiation with 
Illinois Power concerning wholesale power costs. We are, 
however, working on a retail rate adjustment to the mem¬ 
bership to be effective next spring. 

We will keep you informed of the negotiations with 
Illinois Power and the final decision on a rate increase. We 
assure it will be no more than that needed to meet the 
financial obligations of the Co-operative. 

Have a happy and safe holiday. 

November power bill 
Cost of purchased power $126,374 
Number of kWh’s purchased 3,779,400 
Cost per kWh .03344 
Less amount covered by base rate  .028 
Difference .00544 
Average Line Loss Factor  x .10 
WPCA for kWh’s used September 15 to 

October 15, payable with your 
November 15 electric bill .00598 
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Capital credits 
returned 

Back in 1979, the Co-operative board of directors made 
a decision to make a general retirement of capital credits 
for two years each year until we reach a 20-year cycle. 
This was to be accomplished as long as the Co-operative 
remained in a sound financial condition. During 1979 
capital credits were returned for the years 1950 and 1951, 
and for the years 1952 and 1953 last year. 

Again in 1981, the Co-operative will make a general 
retirement of capital credits assigned to Co-operative mem¬ 
bers for the years 1954 and 1955. This will amount to 
capital credit retirement of $59,532. The checks will be 
mailed in early December, to present and former Co-oper¬ 
ative members who received electricity from Monroe 
County Electric Co-Operative during 1954 and 1955. (You 
may have already received the check by the time you read 
this.) 

As explained, our goal is to pay back capital credits for 
two years annually through 1987 at which time we will 
have paid back capital credits through 1967. We then 
expect to return them annually staying with the 20-year 
cycle. 

A total of $522,702 in capital credits has been returned 
to members. This total constitutes general retirements 
through 1955 of $283,878 and retirement of capital credits 
to estates of former members in the amount of $238,824. 

Please feel free to contact the Co-operative office (939- 
7171) during office hours, if you have questions. 

Computerized home analysis 

The energy event 

Yes, I would like for Monroe County Electric Co-Operative, 
Inc. to make a FREE computerized energy analysis of our 
home. 

1. This will provide me with: 
• heating and cooling operating costs 

• the return on dollars spent for more efficiency 
• Costs for heating and cooling at different thermo¬ 

stat settings 
2. The audit is for any type of heating and cooling 

system. 
3. Monroe County Electric Co-Operative, Inc. will call 

and make arrangements for the FREE audit. 

Name   Phone:  

Address  Zip Code  

Remove and return to Monroe County Electric Co-Opera¬ 
tive, Inc. P.O. Box 128, Waterloo, Illinois 62298. 

Trimming trees growing into Co-operative lines is an 
important part of our maintenance program. Lineman 
Maurice K/eyer is feeding branches into a chipper while 
Edward Esher is operating a hydraulic chain saw out of 
bucket truck at the Simon Lutmann property near St. Joe. 

Right-of-way 
maintenance 

Operation and maintenance of the Co-operative’s utility 
system is an important factor in providing dependable elec¬ 
tric service to our members. A good preventive mainten¬ 
ance program is essential if we want to keep outages and 
outage time to a minimum. Proper and effective mainten¬ 
ance of the Co-operative distribution system can help 
eliminate problems and outages during wind, ice, and other 
storm related damages. It is like the old wives’ tale, “A 
stitch in time saves nine.” 

Right-of-way maintenance is a major portion of our 
maintenance program. Trimming of trees and brush elimina¬ 
tion is an on-going process. It is both costly and time con¬ 
suming, but necessary if we are to continue to provide the 
reliable service of which we are all accustomed to. 

Many of our members will not permit us to remove or 
trim trees on their property. We don’t like to cut or alter 
the aesthetic beauty of trees either, but sometimes it is 
necessary to maintain electric service. We want to work 
with and cooperate with members who have trees in our 
line that need attention. 

Please call the Co-operative office if you have or know 

of trees and brush that are growing under Co-operative elec¬ 
tric lines that need trimming or removal. We will do our 
part in reaching a mutual understanding in solving the prob¬ 
lem now rather than having to clear the line in the dark of 
night during a rain and electrical storm. 

Your cooperation and understanding is always appre¬ 
ciated. 
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A beautiful heavy cast iron kettle that 

brings cozy warmth to a country kitchen 
or wood-burning stove. 

Holds a hefty 3'/a qts. — ingenious 
no-drip spout — empties to the last 
drop — cool wire handle — stay-put 
swivel top. A unique humidifier! 

Send check or money order for 
$39.95 plus $4. shipping and handling. 

Money back if not satisfied 
ROCKWOOD STOVES 

158 W. ARGONNE 

ST. LOUIS, MO 63122 
314-821-4868 

Dentures 

Total Cost For Both 
Upper & Lower Dentures 

• Write for free details 
• High Quality at Budget Prices 
• In by 10 a.m.; out that same 

afternoon with your new 
dentures 

• Fitted by Licensed Dentists 
• We will process insurance and 

Medicaid forms 
• Complete dental services 

offered. 
VJe’H meet your bus, make 
your motel reservations. 

Free hookup if you come 
by recreational vehicle! 

Please call 
for an appointment 

Frederick C. Lauer DDS 
© 

Mid-America 
Denture Clinic 

Bus. Loop 1-44 West, Rt. 3, Box 19C 
Mt. Vernon, Mo. 65712 

(417) 466-7196 

CLASSIC CASTINGS 
Bring back memories of crisp, clear fall mornings with this 

set of three brightly colored geese. Captured in flight, 
these beautiful birds are cast in durable, lightweight 
aluminum. Perfect for den or office. The ideal gift for 

your favorite outdoorsman. Only $15.95 per set. 

Name  
Address. 
City  
# of sets. 

.State. .Zip. 

Send check or money order to: 
Midwest Products 
P.O. BOX 5206 
Kansas City, KS 66105 

Postpaid in 
continental USA. 

Protecting a 
valuable asset 
You've insured your house, your car...but, did 
you ever stop to think about your most valuable 
asset? You depend on good health in order to 
work and bring home your family's income. 
Your health is an asset also worth protecting. 

That's why most Illinois Rural Electric 
Co-operatives and Telephone Co-operatives 
participate in Mutual of Omaha Association 
Group plans. 

Besides providing members with important 
protection, these plans are available at 
ASSOCIATION GROUP RATES. 

Disability Income Protection — Can pay you a regular 
monthly check when a covered accident or illness keeps you from working. 

Hospital Coverage — Helps you meet today's ever-rising costs of medical care. 

Cancer Cost Supplement — Supplies extra coverage to help you afford the 
expensive cost of cancer treatment. 

Mutual Care — 'Easy-to-read'' coverage that works with Medicare to provide 
security to those 65 and over. 

Major Medical Protection — Can help cover 
medical expenses, even if a catastrophic 
illness strikes. 

Life Insurance is also available, both as term 
and permanent insurance (cash value) from 
our affiliate, United of Omaha. 

Mutual 
^maha.xL/ 

People you can count on... 
Life Insurance Affiliate: 

United of Omaha 
, . 4.4.1 1-1 MUTUAl Of OMAHA INSURANCE COMPANY 

For more information, fill out the coupon below. HOME OFFICE OMAHA. NEBRASKA 

Send to: Hugh R. McAteer 
Mutual of Omaha 
Box 2277, Maryland Heights, MO 63043 

Please send information on insurance programs available to Illinois Electric 
Co-op Members 

□ INCOME □ HOSPITAL □ LIFE □ OVER 65 

NAME  

our patients now number 
in the thousands...all the 

way from Maine to 
California, Canada to 

South America, Florida 
to Washington. 

ADDRESS 

CITY  ZIP 

PHONE NO  

L NAME OF CO-OP J 
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