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What is a peak? 
It's one or two times each day when con¬ 

sumers use of electricity is highest. 

Why do peaks occur? 
They're caused by consumers energy use 

patterns. Many of Spoon River Electric Co¬ 

operative member-owners wake up at 

about the same time every day, shower, 
cook breakfast and begin work. Electrical 

use hits a peak at this time. In the evening, 
members arrive home, use electrical appli¬ 
ances, hot water, lights and turn up the air 
conditioner...again at about the same 

time ... and electric energy use hits a higher 
peak. 

So what? 
Here's the point. Spoon River Electric 

must provide adequate electrical capacity 

to meet the highest peaks. Each year the 
peaks get higher and more power plants 
are needed to generate enough electricity 

to meet peak use. There is no reasonable 
alternative to ensure that we don't run short 
of electricity during these peaks. 

Here's what you can do 
Shift some of your electrical use to off- 

peak periods. Avoid washing and drying 

clothes or dishes until later at night. Turn 
off your air conditioner during peak periods. 
Postpone using major appliances until off- 
peak times. By lowering your peak power 
use, you make more efficient use of the 
electricity we now have and delay the need 
for more generating capacity. Be aware of 
the expensive peaks and save money on 
your electric energy bill. 

Spoon River Electric Co-operative 
RURAL ELECTRIC SERVICE THROUGHOUT THE SPOON RIVER COUNTRY. 

930 S. FIFTH AVE., CANTON, ILL. 61520 

TELEPHONE 647-2700 
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At right, the focus is on the best in 
Illinois agriculture as several breeds 
of cattle are judged at the fair. Other 
animals, such as poultry, swine, mules 
and sheep, are judged as well during 
the largest agricultural exposition of 
its kind in the U.S. At lower left is the 
arch to the popular midway, near 
the main gate. At tower right, 
while most of the fairgoers walk, 
others take to the air to get across 
the fairgrounds and see the sights. 
The area is filled with entertainment, 
exhibitions, special tents and contests 
that all Illinoisans can enjoy. 

State Fair offers something for all II 
The Illinois State Fair is set for 

August 9-19, and all the old 

standby features are still planned; 

some new attractions are in the 

works, too. 

Illinois Talent on Parade, a daily 

variety show, will present the best 

talent from throughout the state. 

It will feature Illinoisans of all ages 

in every kind of act, and will be held 

pools and stage are used to present 

the show. Champion stunt divers, 

water ballet scenes and lavish stage 

production numbers will make this 

two-hour show an attraction for many. 

For alternative energy enthusiasts, 

there will be a Solar Hot Water Design 

Competition. The Institute of Natural 

Resources and the Illinois Office of 

Education have joined forces to 

in the Illinois Building Theater. 

Racing buffs will be able to “Get 

the Feel of the Wheel,” as cars of 

every description, displays and well- 

known drivers fill this huge exhibition. 

Fans will be able to talk to drivers and 

crew members, and climb into a car to 

catch the flavor of the track. 

A Water Follies show is new this 

year, too, and the world’s largest 
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\the right, Len Koch of 

lois Power Comparty was one 
\he speakers during the two- 

session. Below, power use 

member services represen- 

[Ves gather pamphlets and 

\chures on energy conserva- 

and efficiency available 

\ing the meeting. 

Member Services Director of Jackson 
Purchase Electric Cooperative, 
Paducah, and Krista Kennedy of 
Western Kentucky Rural Electric 
Cooperative and a Residential Energy 
Advisor for the Tennessee Valley 
Authority. Norris focused on his 
cooperative’s energy conservation and 
management plan and the various 

forms and worksheets used to com¬ 
plete home energy audits. Kennedy 
outlined how TVA personnel work 
with consumers for on-site inspections 
and audits. 

Bill Simpson of Country Mutual 
Insurance Company, Bloomington, 
used a slide presentation to illustrate 
wiring problems facing both farmers 
and insurers. He showed several 
instances of inadequately wired hog 
confinement buildings, many of which 
had a high potential for fire loss unless 
changes were made. 

HERE’S THE SIMPLE 
ANSWER TO TOUR 

BEST STORAGE 
BUILDING BUY 

Yes No □ □ 
□ □ 
□ □ 
□ □ 

Are your purchase decisions often based on strength of 
products guarantee? 

Would you prefer a building designed by licensed 
professional engineers? 

Do you own machinery and other capital investment 
equipment that should be sheltered from the elements? 

Does your operation require flexibility in building design? 

If you answered “yes" on any of these questions, please get in 
touch with America’s leading farm builder, Wickes Buildings. Just 
mail the coupon. Or save time! Call the building leader toll 
free ... day or night: 
1 -800-325-6400 (Missouri residents call 1-800-342-6600) 

W Wickes Buildings 
A division of the Wickes Corporation 
General Offices: PO. Box 41070 
2410 Executive Drive, Indianapolis, IN 46241 

For complete information on any one of hundreds of 
Wickes Buildings designs send this today! 

1854-1979 
V Wickes 

Name 

Address 

State 



5 to 9 is ‘Peak Alert’ time 

The page on the right is a repro¬ 
duction of an advertisement your 
cooperative has been using in the local 
news media to help call attention to 
peak electric energy usage and the 
effect of that peak usage on our 
consumers’ monthly electric bills. 

We are using it and spot radio 
announcements to communicate our 
“Peak Alert.” That is a time in the day 
when our member-consumers call on 
the cooperative system for the greatest 
amount of electric energy. As the 
clock in the ad indicates, Spoon River 
Electric Co-operative experiences its 
peak between 5 and 9 p.m. 

As you can see by the chart at the 
top of the ad, we have three peak 
periods of the day, but the evening 
peak is the one in which the greatest 
surge in electric energy demand 
occurs. High temperatures, high 
humidity, arrival home of family 
members from work and the increase 
in electric energy consumption for 
cooling, showers, lights and appliances 
all combine to cause the peak in 
electric consumption for that day. 

It is this combination of weather 
and time of day that prompts our 
“Peak Alert” program. As the temper¬ 
ature approaches 90 degrees, we ask 
that you be aware of the potential for 
a system-wide surge in electric usage. 
By using major appliances before 5 
p.m. and after 9 p.m., and by reducing 
hot water use between 5 and 9, you 
can help to slow the increase in the 
cost of future electric energy. 

In part, your monthly electric rate 
is based on the amount of electricity 
used during the highest peak demand 
period. Our electric supplier must have 

generating capacity adequate to meet 
the highest peak demand of Spoon 
River, regardless of whether the peak 
demand surge occurs more than 
once. 

Elect deity cannot be stored. The 
instant you turn on a light or an 

p- 

appliance, the energy being produced 
at the power plant must be available to 
meet your demands. If it is not, 
brownouts and blackouts can result. 

By making the “Peak Alert” 
program effective, you can contribute 
to greater efficiency of existing 
generating plants and reduce the need 
for more capacity. And, you can 
save money on your electric bill. 

Between 5 and 9 p.m., you can help 
reduce the peak by turning off 
unnecessary lights, setting your 

cooling thermostat 10 degrees below 
the outside temperature, moving use 
of clothes washers and dryers, dish¬ 
washers and electric ranges to non¬ 
peak times and delaying use of the 
shower until after 9 p.m. 

Rescheduling use of heat-producing 
appliances such as dishwashers and 
ranges can reduce the cost of cooling. 
For every cent of electricity used to 
operate heat-producing appliances, it 
costs up to one-half cent more to cool 
because of the warmth added by the 
clothes dryers, ranges, water heaters 
and dishwashers. 

By cutting back on peak-time use 
of major appliances, you help yourself 
by reducing operating time of your air 
conditioner and you save in the long 
run by keeping your cooperative 
system’s peak demand down. 

For sure, before summer is gone 
you will be asked several times to help 
with “Peak Alert” when the temper¬ 
ature climbs to 90 and above and 
between 5 and 9 p.m. 
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Clockwise from lower left: Spoon 

River employees assist members 

registering for the meeting. Manager 

McCamey, right foreground, talks 

with a group of members and directors 

before the meeting begins. A steady 

stream of members file past 

registration tables set up in the lobby 

of Canton High School. Ed Cox 

collects ballots from members during 
election of directors. Among 

officer reports presented was that 

of Secretary David Bailey. 



The Miles 
Home Recipe 

Ingredients: 
• Pre-cut materials • No big downpayment 
• Blueprints • Low monthly payments while building 
• Step-by-step instructions • 3 full years to build 

Mix all ingredients on your favorite lot (it may not have to be fully paid for) 
Add in plenty of patience, spare time and top it off with pride. You’ve done it' 
You've home-made your very own home with the Miles-Build-lt-Yourself Recipe. 

Mail coupon today for full details on how you can cook up your own home, 
and start a better life. Allow 4 weeks for delivery or send $1 00 for priority 
handling. 
There's a representative near you. 

Phone: 
InN. IL: (815)544 0254 
InN.CenIL: (309)267 7919 
InSWIL: (314)285-3486 
InSEIL: (618)994-2836 

Sena me your FREE Great Homes lOea BOOK 

MILES HOMES. Dept | L-31 

Miles Homes | 

I^Send me vour FR 

i 
i 
i City  

County. 

-2.p- 

Phone ( ). 

The do-ft-yourfHert friend. 
I plan to do □ all or □ part ol the work 

$1 00 enclosed tor priority handling ^j| 

form & ranch 
INSURANCE 

Our insurance can help prevent finan¬ 
cial disaster or crippling losses. 

Cover your home and personal property, 
farm buildings, farm and personal 
legal liability, plus many other special 
coverages and options available. 

National 
mm Farmers Union 
u Property and Casualty Company 

NEW. FREE 
CATALOG 

Dwarf fruit trees, 
award-winning 
roses, shrubs, 
vines, shade trees, 
bulbs--almost 
400 varieties and 
assortments. 

STARK BRO’S AU-New, Free Catalog 
Shows How You Can Have an Orchard In 
Your Backyard with STARK DWARF 
TREES that Bear Full-Size Fruit. 

See how to grow full-size sunny-gold or crimson- 
red delicious Stark Apples. Peaches. Cherries. 
Pears, even in a tiny yard. Harvest bushels of fruit 
for table, canning, freezing, or to sell at profit. Al¬ 
most 400 varieties and assortments of Exclusive 
Leader and U.S. Patented Fruit. Shade and Nut 
Trees, Bulbs, Roses. Shrubs, and Vines--all pic¬ 
tured in glorious color. Mail coupon TODAYl 

STARK BROS NURSERIES & ORCHARDS CO. 
Box AI03C9 Louisiana. Mo. 63353 

I*”STARK BRO’S NURSERIES & ORCHARDS CoH 
Box A103C9 Louisiana, Mo. 63353 
□ Rush New Color Catalog FREE! 

(Please Print! 
Mr. | 
Mrs. | 
Miss  | 

Address  i 

City  

I State. .Zip. 

*acrote" 
your tako 
or pono 

from the bottom 

• Adds life giving oxygen 
• Attracts ducks to open water 

• Burns up pollutants which grow 
algae permitting fish life to 
flourish 

• Easy to install-comes complete- 
plugs into house current 

• Can be installed through ice 
For further details write 

9en°fliRator 
•KEMBRO 

Box 305,. Mequon. Wl 53092 
or call (414) 242-2630 

SEE YOUR LOCAL FARMERS UNION AGENT OR CONTACT ONE OF OUR DISTRICT 
OFFICES; SPRINGFIELD (217)528-8418, MT. VERNON (618)242-6498.  



Portable humidifiers are becoming an increasingly popular appliance in the home. Proper humidification during the 
heating season can make for more comfortable surroundings, but it is possible to over-humidify a dwelling. Among the 
problems which can occur because of over-humidification is too much moisture in the insulation material, which can 
cause a reduction in the insulation value. 

and similar water-consuming activities. 
Water vapor from these activities will 
increase the indoor relative humidity. 

High levels of humidity during 
winter can cause condensation on 
inside colder surfaces such as window 
glass, inside surface of metal grills of 
exhaust, inside surfaces of exterior 
walls, ceilings, reduce insulation 
effectiveness and possibly cause water 
vapor to consense and accumulate in 
the framing and building materials. As 
a result, the ultimate cause can be 
deterioration of structural members if 
such moisture condensation is quite 
frequent or continuous. 

Usually, such high moisture pro¬ 
duction is related to excessive use of 
humidifiers, water seepage in the 
basements, no vapor barrier over damp 
ground and crawl spaces, water 
seepage into heating ducts located 
under a slab, unvented clothes dryers, 
improperly vented gas hot water 
heaters, unvented gas space heaters or 
similar items. Homes that usually have 
good vapor barriers in the walls and 
ceilings, but no vapor barrier above 
ground crawl spaces and inadequate 
exhaust fans in the kitchen, bathroom 
and laundry room, will have sufficient 
moisture accumulation. Also, 
electrically heated homes (no com¬ 
bustion air needed) with low air 
infiltration rates, normal rates of 
household water vapor production and 
a vapor barrier in the ceiling may have 

considerable moisture buildup. 
Some methods of decreasing the 

humidity levels in the home involve 1) 
installation of a dehumidifier, 2) 
installation of adequate exhaust fans 
for the kitchen, bath and laundry 
areas, 3) installation of humidistats to 
control bath and laundry exhaust 
fans, and 4) proper ventilation of 
clothes dryers. The exhaust air from 
these ventilation fans should be vented 
to the outside air. All exhaust fans 
should also be equipped with an 
automatic back-damper which 
prohibits the reverse flow of unde¬ 
sirable air. 

Table I, based on date published by 
the National Association of Home 
Builders, can serve as a guide for 
attaining a proper humidity level in 
the home. It shows the indoor relative 
humidity at a point of which conden¬ 
sation will occur, assuming the inside 
air temperature is 70 degrees F., for 
both single and double glass windows 

at various outdoor temperatures. 
In conclusion, there are many 

situations which would tend to cause 
low humidity and high humidity levels 
in the home. The activities within a 
home greatly affect the house’s 
atmosphere. Therefore, try to achieve 

a desirable “mid-range” relative 
humidity level of approximately 35-40 
percent in the home and on extremely 
cold days, when the outside temper¬ 
ature is below average, approximately 
-10 degrees F., adjust the humidistat 
to a lower setting in order to avoid or 
reduce moisture accumulation or con¬ 
densation in the hopae. A precise 
formula for attaining a proper 
humidity level cannot be simply stated 
due to the many variables which affect 
humidity levels. Contact your local 
cooperative if you need more specific 
information in attaining the proper 
humidity level based on the activities 
within your home. 

r- To: A.I.E.C. Publications 

P. O. Box 3787 

Springfield, Illinois 62708 

Please mail me   copies of the publication 
“Home Weatherization” 

(For each copy, enclose $1.00 to cover the cost of the 

book and pay postage and handling.) 

Please Print Name    

I Mailing Address     

i City   State Zip   
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This page, clockwise from above: 

Retiring Director Edward J. DeWeerth, 

left, talks with former director 

Bernard Camp prior to the annual 

meeting. Directors, from left. Gene H. 

Burton, Richard Turner and William 

P. Carlberg receive the congratulations 

of Manager William H. McCamey, 

right. Ed Cox, Spoon River's Energy 

Conservation and Member Services 

Advisor, gets help from a young 
assistant during door prize 

drawings. 
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Highlights 

Your cooperative’s annual meeting 
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