
Standby generators: 

An essential part 
of farm operations 

Electric energy is no longer a house- 
• hold luxury. Electricity has become an 

essential servant for farm and home— 
and it is no longer a minor incon¬ 
venience when the power goes off, 
especially if the outage lasts several 
hours or more. 

For many, an outage means the 
discomfort of a furnace that does not 
run, or a refrigerator or freezer full of 
food that may spoil. 

For others, a prolonged outage may 
mean that several hundred head of 
livestock in confinement buildings 
may die. 

Whether electricity is a major 
convenience or an extreme necessity, 
you may be wise to look into the 
possibility of buying a standby 
generator for your farm or home. 
Electric cooperatives have bvrilt an 
admirable record for dependable 
service, but occasional, prolonged 
outages are unavoidable, usually due 
to severe weather such as tornadoes, 
lightning or ice storms. 

Whether you buy a 3 5,000-watt 
generator or a 2,000-watt unit as 
many central Illinoisans did during the 
Easter ice storm outage, you should be 
absolutely sure your unit is isolated 
from the cooperative’s lines any time 
it is generating current. 

You can start up a generator any 
time and plug a few appliances into 
the outlets that are often built into 
such units. But any time you wire it 
into your home’s fuse box or connect 
at the meter pole, you will need a 
double-throw switch. Such switches 
protect the linemen working to restore 
service, and they protect your 
generator, too. 

When you are using current from 
cooperative lines, the transformer at 
your location is stepping the voltage 
down from 7,200 to the 120 and 240 
that you use in your home. When you 
run your generator and it is hooked 
into the lines, the current flows the 

other way, and the 120-volt electricity 
you are making flows into the trans¬ 
former and goes out the other side as 
7,200-volt current, ready to give a 
lethal shock to a lineman who may 
have assumed that the line was dead. 

And, the double-throw switch 
protects your generator, too. When the 
current from the normal source comes 
back on, it may ruin your generator 
unless it is isolated from the lines by a 
double-throw switch. 

Determining the size of the 
generator you will need in the event of 
an outage may be a bit tricky, and 
may best be done with the help of 
your cooperative’s power use advisor. 
Generally, though, the watt rating of 
the generator you purchase should be 
about equal to the total watts you 
might expect to need during an 
outage. 

If the generator does not have 

overload capacity, multiply the watt 
rating of your two largest motors by 

three, because a motor requires about 
three times as much current to start as 
it does to run. 

A generator will be a help during an 
outage only if it’s ready to go when an 

outage occurs. It should be stored in a 
dry, dustless place, but not covered 
too tightly (to prevent moisture 
condensation). And, it should be run 
briefly at least once every three 
months to ensure good running 
characteristics. 

We hope you will not need to use a 
standby generator, but no electric 
distribution system that is exposed to 
wind and weather can hold up without 
occasional outages. If it is vital that 

you have electricity at all times, a 
source of standby power might be a 
good investment—but do not forget 
that double-throw switch. 

Double-throw switches protect the linemen working to restore service and they 
protect your generator, too. 
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Ifour kaj 

from the bottom 
.vj 

Prevents fish kills 

Eliminates off odors 

Adds life giving oxygen 

Attracts ducks to open water 

Burns up pollutants which grow 
algae permitting fish life to 
flourish 

Easy to install-comes complete- 
plugs into house current 

Can be installed through ice 

For further details write 

SeivniRator 
1 

Box 305, Mequon. Wl 53092 
or call (414) 242-2630 

Earn *5 ™$8 
an Hour Tells How 

Sharpen Saws.T? 
...ALL garden and shop tools 

for home and industry 
With SHAM-ALL get sored Get In On The Prcrfits! 

Yes there's plenty of business waiting 
for the man who can professionally 
sharpen saws and all types of edge-cutting 
tools. Sharp-All does them all, and at 
big profit for you. No inventory is in¬ 
volved ... no selling. You earn a year- 
round Cash income and make 90c profit 
out of every dollar you take in. Work 
sparetime hours or fulltime right at home, 
and no experience is needed. 

Send TODAY for details of our 
30-Day FREE Mai Otter! 

^ don "reed ,o ^coT^oddo3. S°ve- 

ii id rhp deslf® ro 9eT Q^e, r„n hv-step instructions, g^foo MonrelV« d«n p
where ,o 9.; 

fhe 'nicks of the trade And Shorp^ ^ QfTer rime 
precision job that brings CU , | d with Shorp-AII YOU 
?heT^%":0hr»-«on,,owotk.. ■ yco 

   I 

FREE! \» i £f 
BOOKLET! 
Send for 

S' 
your copy 
today. No 
obligation. 

If coupon has been removed, just send us a 
postcard with your name and address to — 

BELSAW SHARP-ALL CO. 
36 57 FIELD BUILDING 
KANSAS CITY, MO 64111 

RU5H 
COUPON TODAY! 

ThepeJs^NOJBUGATipN andJO SALESMAN Wil^Call! 
~ BELSAW SHARP-ALL CO. ",,cM 

3657 FIELD BUILDING 
KANSAS CITY, MO. 64111 

□ YES, please send me the FREE booklet "Lifetime 
Security" and full details on your 30-Day Free Trial 
Offer. I understand there is No Obligation and that 
No Salesman will call on me. 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY/STATE ZIP 

Boyne Falls and 
Northern White Cedar make ideal homes 

••• Naturally 
A perfect building material, 
Northern White Cedar is a 
durable, fire-resistant natural 
insulator. (An independent 
laboratory confirmed that a 
Boyne Falls Home consumed at 
least 19% less fuel than a 
conventionally built home.) 
Drawn from deep within 
Northern Michigan forests, the 
logs are hand peeled, cut to your 
plans, then shipped to your site. 
Unfortunately, not everyone 
can have one of these homes. 
These slow growing trees (it takes 
about 40 years to grow just 8" 
in diameter), like many other 
natural resources, are limited. 

The first step in securing one of 
these naturally beautiful homes 
for yourself is sending $3.00 
for the colorful portfolio of 
Boyne Falls Homes. Write today. 

Boyne Falls 
Dept. RE 
Boyne Falls, Mi. 49713 
616-549-2421 
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How can a smart businessman 
get a new building for about 
half the price? 

It’s very simple. 
Just call the nearest Wickes Buildings 
construction center, and ask our planning 

representative to come out and talk over your 
needs. He’ll show you how to get a beautiful 
new building for about 50% less than you’d pay 
for other buildings of similar size. No compromises 

either, on engineering, quality of materials, or building 

appearance. Our commercial buildings are strong, 
rugged poleframe construction, professionally 
engineered in every detail. Planned and built to 

your specifications; erected on your land by 
skilled, experienced crews. Your new 
building will be everything you want 
it to be—including economical. 

W Wickes Buildings 
A Division of The Wickes Corporation 

Leaders in Poleframe Construction: 
Commercial Buildings, Farm Buildings, Storage Structures 
Utility Buildings, Garages, Workshops 

ILLINOIS Galesburg, Box 
Gilman. Box 336 (815) 265-7257 
Mendota, Box 9 (815) 539-9325 
Mt. Vernon, Box 1142 (618) 756-2347 
Taylorville, Box 117 (217) 824-9851 

IOWA Dubuque, Box 1026 (319) 556-1663 

INDIANA Crawfordsville, Box 41 (317)362-5720 Jy 

WISCONSIN Elkhorn, Box 127 (414) 723-5261 
r———————————————————————————— 

Call Collect or Mail Coupon to Nearest Office 

Name 

Ask the man in the red car to 
come out and talk buildings. 



INorris Electric IVews 

Manager's 
Comments 

by DAMON WILLIAMS 

February is a heck of a month. It’s 
full of ice and snow but it still has 
great charm and beauty if we take the 
time off from our worries about the 
ice because there are many cold nights 
when the stars are bright and shiny 
and they look like you could reach up 
and touch them. You see them racing 
the clouds and sometimes there is a 
little crescent, thin sliver of a moon 
just starting to die and it is cold and 
black where we live on the face of this 
earth. There is beauty in all things if 
we will take time enough in our busy, 
frustrated, growling, rather 
unimportant lives to look up and find 
it. 

There is another article printed 
elsewhere in this magazine showing the 
necessity of stand-by generators. Let’s 
not kid ourselves. Norris Electric has 
been lucky so far and our ice outages, 
thanks to the gods of the storm, have 
been held to a minimum. Nothing on 
our part had anything to do with it—it 
is just the fact that Mother Nature can 
be capricious and selective in her 
victims. But all over this United States 
there are places the past three winters 
that have been without electricity for 
up to as high as five weeks from the 
time the ice first hit. This means that a 
lot of changes in our life style must be 
anticipated, thought about and 
planned for. The article entitled “An 
Essential Part of Farm Operations or 
Stand-by Generators” is something 
you should look at, think about and 
plan for if you have your whole life 
built around the electric current that 
comes into your house. 

If you need any help on 

Two great Americans 
February is a short month long in importance, for this month saw the birth 

of two heroic Americans. One, George Washington, helped create a unified 
nation out of political chaos. The other, Abraham Lincoln, helped to save 
that nation from destruction. 

Yes, February is an important month. 

George Washington 

Washington, the brave, the wise, the 
good, supreme in war, in council and 
in peace. 

Valiant without ambition, discreet 
without fear, confident without 
presumption; 

In disaster, calm; in success, 
moderate; in all, himself. 

The hero, the patriot, the Christian, 
the father of nations, the friend of 
mankind. 

Who, when he had won all, 
renounced all, and sought, in the 
bosom of his family and of nature, 
retirement; 

And, in the hope of religion, 
immortality. 

(Inscription on Washington's 
Tomb at Mount Vernon) 

He is forever glorified as the 
FATHER OF OUR COUNTRY. 
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Abraham Lincoln 

Failed in business—1831 
Defeated for Legislature—’32 
Again failed in business—’33 
Elected to Legislature—’34 
Sweetheart died—’35 
Had nervous breakdown—’36 
Defeated for Speaker—’38 
Defeated for Elector—’40 
Defeated for Congess—’43 
Elected to Congress—’46 
Defeated for Congress—’48 
Defeated for Senate—’55 
Defeated for Vice Pres.—’56 
Defeated for Senate—’58 

Elected to the highest office in the 
Land—President of the United States 
of America—’60 

Just a few of the rough spots in the 
life of Abraham Lincoln. 

He is forever glorified as the 
SAVIOR OF THE UNION. 

determining the size of a generator, 
come in. We will help you. And help 
us pray that we don’t have the severe, 
terrible storms that many of the 
cooperatives north and south have 
been subjected to these past years. 
There have been storms as long as man 
has existed and will continue to be a 
threat to us until our end. Above all I 
caution you to read the article on the 
stand-by generator and the 
double-throw switch. If you don’t 
follow the simple instructions and 
properly install a generator, you could 
turn yourself, your home, and all your 
appliances into great big molten pieces 
of carbon because when the lineman 
does finally restore current and you 
have a generator working pumping 
current back out on the line, you’re 
going to get smacked with a lot of 
voltage and voltage bucking one 
another is one of the most frightening 
things a man can see. I know. I have 
seen it happen. 

This is 
Important In 

Reporting 
Outages 

OFFICE HOURS: 8:00 a. m. to 
5:00 p. m., Monday through 
Friday. Closed Saturday and Sun¬ 
day. Phone: Area Code 
618/783-2358. 

To report an outage after office 
hours or on Saturdays, Sundays or 
holidays call — 783-2358 first: 

If no answer, dial 783-3221 
783-2059 

or Lawrenceville area 943-4373 
or Claremont area 869-2338 

Please — When reporting an outage 
have your line and account number 
ready. You will find it in the lower 
left hand corner of your meter 
reading card. 
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Material needed for new service 
When the Norris Electric Cooperative was first 

organized, the average consumer load normally was from 
IVi-KVA to 3-KVA transformer for a residence. With those 
sizes being almost obsolete, the average size installed now 
ranges from 10-KVA through 50-KVA. The 50-KVA 
transformer takes special material for installation. The 
15-KVA and 25-KVA are the average size being used today. 

The first step on a new service sign up or a change in 
transformer size is to contact the Norris Electric office. 
Then there is a lot of work to be done before any changes 
can be made, such as field check for new service and load 
list check for transformer over-load and much more work 
and planning before job is completed. 

Tom Tarr, warehouseman, is shown with itemized list 
of material needed for an average new service of 15-KVA, 
consisting of one span of overhead primary and overhead 
service installation with the average cost of material being 
$579.81 plus transportation, equipment and labor cost. 

Two 35-6 Poles 
One 30-6 Pole 
420' 8A Conductor 
60'2 Al. Triplex 
One 15 KVA Transformer 
Three 8000 lb. Anchors 
Three Anchor Rods 
Three Guy Attachments 
Three Bonding Clamps 
Three Bimetal Connectors 
Six Small 3 Bolt Clamp 
Three Ground Rods 
Three Ground Rod Clamps 
Two K14 Service Deadend 
Clevis 

Two Small Spools 
Two Servicy Wedges 
One Pole Top Pin 
One Pole Top Insulator 
One 8" Single Upset Bolt 

Four Suspension Insulators 
Two Deadend Shoes Copper 
Two J6 Secondary Swinging 
Clevis 

Three Large Spools 
Four 8" Eye Bolts 
Seven 10" Machine Bolts 
12 Square Washers 
12 Lock Nuts 
115' 6 Soft Drawn 
115' 3/8 Guy Strand 
Four 6 Connectors 
Six 4 Connectors 
Three WR159 Compression 
Connectors 

Two 2 Pigtail Compression 
Sleeve 

One 3 Amp. Trip Fuse 
Two Hot Line Clamps 

Semi-load of transformers 

Photo shows a semi-truck load of mixed sizes of 
transformers being unloaded at Norris Electric. Each 
transformer unloaded is checked for damage and stored 
according to size. Serial numbers of each transformer are 
recorded and these records are maintained in the office. 

Unloading 833 KVA 

The most important size of transformer for Norris 
Electric is the 833 KVA. This transformer contains over 
400 gallons of oil, with a total weight of approximately 
10,000 lbs. This is the heart of the substation. One stroke 

of lightning or many other causes can damage or bum up 
the transformer. In most instances these can be repaired but 
are quite costly and takes special equipment for moving of 
this transformer. 

By LeRoy Wakefield 
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He has worked with 
solar for 15 years 
(Continued from page 9) 

ice fall on it, just like it does on the 
glass ones. We’re researching it out 
carefully, just like we do everything. 
You have to research carefully, 
because the manufacturers give you 
the top side. They don’t lie to you, 
but they tend to give you facts based 
on optimum conditions. 

“It’s not good for the consumer if 
something goes wrong,” he says, “and 
it wouldn’t be good for us to have to 
go back and make the job good, which 
is exactly what we’d do. That’s why 
we want to do it as well as possible. To 
protect us and the consumer.” 

The plastic is being used on one 
Solar ’Search product, though, he 
notes, and that is a portable, multi-use 
collector, which is to be mounted on a 

“It’s not good for the 
consumer if something 
goes wrong. That’s why 
we want to do it as well 
as possible.’’ 

trailer, for farm applications. The idea 
is to use it for low-temperature grain 
drying in the fall, then possibly to heat 
a machine shed during the winter, and 
possibly for livestock buildings, too. 

“It will be a simple, ready-to-use 
system,” Warnock says, “just a big 
collector mounted on a trailer and 
with a flexible hose that will need to 
be plugged into whatever needs to be 
heated, and an electrical connection 
for the blower motor. We’re all ready 
to go with the setup,” he laughs, “but 
we don’t have the trailer yet. 
Somewhere out there, there’s a 
snowbound trailer that’s going to hold 
our dryer. We’ll get it out as soon as 
the weather permits.” 

In the meantime, work goes on, to 
build collectors and to research even 
better materials and methods, and to 
finally perfect the install-it-yourself 
system, including water heater, for 
under $3,000. 

OPCN HOUSC 
DISCOUNT WHCN 
YOU DUILD 
NORDAAS 
AMCRICAN! 

We want other people to see the way we build our quality 
custom homes. That’s why we offer our customers a 5% 
open house discount for a one-day showing when the 
home is completed. This can save you thousands of 
dollars. In addition, we provide free custom plan service, 
free delivery of materials within 1500 miles, and large 
discounts on furnishings and appliances. It paysto build a 
Nordaas American home. Send coupon or phone collect 
for color brochure and listing of quality standards. 

NORDAAS AMCRICAN HOMCS 
Minnesota Lake, MN 56068 • Phone (507) 462-3331 • Dept. 3002-JJ 

Name _ 

Address 
(Please Print) 

City  State Zip. 

— = Built for a Lifetime of Living . . . Send Coupon Today 

PRICE BREAK! WE’VE SOLD THOUSANDS OF 
THESE DELUXE ORGANIZERS AT $5.95! 

Keep an Entire Year’s Records in a 12" by 14" Space! 

CANCELLED CHECKS 
MONTH-BY-MONTH 

UTILITY RECEIPTS CREDIT CARD RECEIPTS MEDICAL 
RECEIPTS 

CALENDAR PEN MEMO PAD 

BANK PAYMENT BOOKS 
OR CHECK BOOK 

DEPOSIT RECEIPTS AND 
MONTHLY STATEMENTS 

SALE 
3 98 

ACT NOW! 
Get a FREE 
MYSTERY 

GIFT 
worth up to 

$500 
with each 

order while 
supply lasts! 

MAIL 
COUPON 
TODAY 

FOLDS AS THIN AS A MAGAZINE! 

SAME HIGH QUALITY — sold in 1978 at $5.95 — ONLY PRICE 
IS CHANGED! Does the work of a complete file box, in a frac¬ 
tion of the space. When tax time comes, have everything you 
need to claim your deductions. 

Easiest, most convenient way you ever saw to organize all 
your records — cancelled checks, bank statements, payment 
slips, medical receipts. No time wasted ... no hair pulled. 
Heavy-gauge brown and beige vinyl, handsome on any desk. 

Order 2 and save! If not completely satisfied, return within 
14 days for full refund, except postage and handling. Mail 
coupon today! 
© 1979 American Consumer, Inc., Caroline Rd., Phila., PA 19176 

Canadian Customers please send orders to: Mail Store Ltd. 
Dept. MMGM. 170 Brockport Drive, Rexdale, Ontario M9W 5C8 

(Ontario & Quebec residents add sales tax) 

Address Apt. # 

City State Zip_ 
3660-818 

MAIL NO-RISK COUPON TODAY I h'-fP f 
AMERICAN CONSUMER, Dept. MMGM-AT^J f 
Caroline Road, Philadelphia, PA 19176 — 
YES! Please send me     (MMGM) organizer(s) at 
$3.98 each plus 75tf to cover postage & handling. 
Also send a free mystery gift with each order. 
SAVE! Order 2 organizers for only $6.98 plus $1.50 
postage & handling. 
If after receiving my order I'm not delighted, I may 
return it within 14 days for refund (except postage & 
handling). 
Total enclosed $ PA residents add 6% 
sales tax. Check or money order, no CCDs please. 
CHARGE IT: (check one) Exp. Date  HVisa/BankAmericard 

Master Charge Bank #  

Credit Card # 
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Why settle for 
For little more than the 

an ordinary gar- ^pML 
age, you can enjoy the 
organized, uncluttered life that goes right along with a Sportsman utility building. 
This beautiful, maintenance-free building is the practical answer to ‘where am I going 
to put everything?’. There’s plenty of room for all the things you want to protect— 
cars, trucks, trailers, motorhomes, boats, etc.—with lots of space left over for a 

workshop or hobby area, if you like. 
It’s a wonderful way of life. YOU 

can have a 
Sportsman 

Utility 
Building 

Why settle for less? 

High, wide 
sliding doors in 
both endwalls are 
11'3" high x 15' wide. 
Plenty of clearance for 
motorhomes, travel 
trailers, etc. 

WWickes 

/t’s more than 
a garage ...a lot more 

Extended 
Payment Plans 

Available 

Call collect 
or mail coupon 

to nearest office. 

Name. 

Address. 

Town. _County_ 

State. _Phone_ 
IR3 

W Wickes Buildings 
A Division of The Wickes Corporation 

Illinois 
Galesburg, Box 548 
Gilman, Box 336 
Mendota, Box 9 
Mt. Vernon, Box 1142 
Taylorville, Box 117 

(309) 342-3416 
(815) 265-7257 
(815) 539-9325 
(618) 756-2347 
(217) 824-9851 

Indiana 
Crawfordsville, Box 41 
Iowa 
Dubuque, Box 1026 
Wisconsin 
Elkhorn, Box 127 

(317) 362-5720 

(319) 556-1663 

(414) 723-5261 
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Manager's 
Comments 

By Damon Williams 

All the bleakness, cold and sadness 
of February has come and gone. March 
is here and it can be filled with days 
you wouldn’t give away to your worst 
enemy. The wind blows fits and your 
face feels like somebody shot it with a 
load of No. 9 shot. Usually there are 
alternate periods of muddy freeze and 
thaw but there is always the promise 

of something better to come. A few 
yellow flowers will poke their heads 
up and nod hopefully into the sun, but 
usually there is a frost they hadn’t 
counted on and they duck their heads 
to get away from the still, icy blast of 
winter. It’s not too good a time. It’s 
too early to go fishing, the quail 
season is over and it is just plain awful 
outside, especially when it is raining. 

It also brings something that causes 
us a lot of trouble the year round. 
That is lightning. The first surly storms 
usually happen in March, accompanied 
with the rumble of thunder and the 
snarl of lightning. This sets up a 
condition that plagues every electric 

Safety spells sense 
I’m an old familiar product you’ve 

seen advertised: one of the standard 
brands long before either brands or 
standards ever existed. I was just as 
vital in your great-grandfather’s day as 
in yours, and I’ll be just as vital in 
your great-great-grandchildren’s day. 
But in spite of my long proven worth, 
I have always been tough to sell. 

Why? 
Can’t be the lack of advertising. I’ve 

been featured in papers and magazines 
from coast to coast. 

Can’t be a lack of selling points. I’ve 
been a bargain since the dawn of 
history. What’s more, I’m free. That’s 
right. I’ve never cost anything. 

And what do I offer? A few minor 

advantages like happiness, health, 
well-being, security; a major advantage 
like life itself. I’ve prevented pain, 
sorrow, tragedy, poverty, and death. 
Not bad for a free product. 

I don’t go over like foamy 
toothpaste or magic girdles which do 
so much for women who have so much 
or appealing perfumes. I wonder 
what’s wrong? 

It’s got me baffled, and it’s brutally 
discouraging. But don’t think I’m 
calling it quits. I’ll keep hammering 
away at carelessness, indifference, and 
ignorance. I’ll sell myself to mankind 
if it’s the last thing I do—or my name’s 
not SAFETY! 

Adage vs. adage 
When there’s a will there’s a 

way—BUT—You can lead a horse to 
water and cannot make him drink. 

Look before you leap—BUT—He 

who hesitates is lost. 
Many hands make light 

work—BUT—Too many cooks spoil 
the broth. 

Discretion is the better part of 
valor—BUT—Faint heart never won 
fair lady. 

There’s safety in numbers—BUT— 
You can’t beat the numbers. 

What’s sauce for the goose is sauce 
for the gander—BUT—One man’s meat 
is another man’s poison. 

Out of sight, out of 
mind—BUT—Absence makes the heart 
grow fonder. 

A stitch in time saves 
nine—BUT—Time is money. 

Nob ody loves a fat 
man—BUT—Santa Claus is ever jolly. 

Taxation without representation is 
tyranny—BUT—taxation with today’s 
representation is tyranny. 

supplier the whole year long. What 
happens is old man lightning gets on 
the primary and grounds out to a 
neutral and you have a nick in your 
wire. A tiny, almost impossible-to-see 
burn that doesn’t give you any trouble 
until the next winter with it’s zero 
temperatures. Then, about two o’clock 
some cold winter morning with the 
temperature hovering five to 10 below, 
the wire snaps because it is a physical 
law of nature that metal, anything 
made of metal, contracts when it gets 
cold. 

You never know when it is going to 
happen but it does. This always seems 
to happen when we need electricity 
the most for our furnace to function 
and for keeping the water pipes from 
freezing. But irregardless of how much 
this upsets you, just remember Norris 
Electric employees are working to get 
the electricity on. They don’t enjoy it 
half as much as being home in bed 
where they would much prefer to be. 
Just hang on, for the pipes of Pan are 
close to sounding and the beauty that 
comes in April will soon be here. 

Learn your account number. Give it 
when reporting an outage. You would 
be surprised how much quicker we can 
locate our troubles. 

This is important 
in reporting outages 

OFFICE HOURS: 8.00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday 
Closed Saturday and Sunday. Phone: 
Area code 618-783-2358 

To report an outage after office 
hours or on Saturdays, Sundays or 
holidays call—783-2358 first. 

If no answer, dial 783-3221 

783-2059 
or Lawrenceville area 943-4373 
or Claremont area 869-23 38 

Please—When reporting an outage 
have your line and account number 
ready. You will find it in the lower 
left hand corner of your meter 
reading card. 
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Catherine Liken, Robinson, says 
thank everybody for getting electricity 
back on. 

Just called to say our neighbors and 
us appreciate what you are doing and 
think you’ve done a fine job. 

Mrs. Larry Keach 

Just called to thank men for getting 
him back on today. 

Rudy McKinley 

Everyone at 
Norris Electric 

Thanks for a super job! None of us can 
really know what you’ve been thru 
and still face — Thanks again. 

Jim Taylor 

Dear Sirs, 

We truly appreciate all the extra 
effort everyone involved put forth to 
get REA back on and running. We 
can’t imagine how many people hours 
it took. It truly makes one appreciate 
the things we daily take for granted. 

Again our heartfelt thanks to all of 
you. 

Mrs. D.H. Beaboeit 

Dear Norris Electric 

We wish to thank each and every 
one who took part in working to get 
the electric going when we had all that 
ice storm. Our hearts went out for 
those workers. We know its no easy 
job. 

Again we thank you all for your 
service. 

To Norris Electric 

Thanks to everyone who worked to 
restore our electric service—and also to 
the telephone operators who remained 
courteous and pleasant. 

Eleanor & Jim Sheeran 

APRIL 1979 

To All at REA 

A line to tell all how much we 
appreciated the patience and devoted 
work the employees gave during the 
ice storm. The telephone receptionists 
were very polite and patient. Thanks 
very much for a job well done. 

Mrs. Edgar Zellers 

Norris Electric 

I realize the past week has been 
quite hectic and one to “remember.” 
One doesn’t realize the importance of 
electricity until one lives without it for 
5 days. We realized your task and feel 
without a question you and your 
crews done one superb job. Thanks! 
“A Million.” 

Mr. W. L. (Bill) Snyder 

Dear Sirs: 

Just want to say “thanks” for a 
gigantic task well done! 

I hope the skilled and talented 
workers will soon have some rest for 
their aching arms, backs, and legs. I 
added my prayers to those, I’m sure, 
of many others for their safety while 
they worked. 

Mrs. Vivian Stoltz 

Norris Electric 

I wish to thank all employees for a 
good job and really appreciate getting 
our electric service back on as soon as 
you did. A great big thank you to all 
and hope we never experience this 
again for all concerned. 

John R. & Kathryn Thompson 

Just a note to say a big “thank you” 
to everyone who worked so hard to 
get the electricity restored. We realize 
it was a tremendous job and to all of 
you linemen, telephone workers, etc. 
Thanks! 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Putnam 

Just called to thank everyone at Norris 
Electric Cooperative for everything 
they did to get service back on. 

Russell Vaughn 

Damon: 

We wish to thank you and your 
long-laboring crews for getting our 
electricity on yesterday at 3:40. 

One is amazed at the thinness of 
civility’s veneer when warmth is not 
able to be generated because of a lack 
of electricity. After 72 hours 
yesterday morning, I told Roe that I 
could kill without remorse I believed, 
if whomever died had a warm house I 
could get by that action. 

The realization that many others 
were in worse condition than we 
played only minor part too; it is all 
too easy to rationalize that by saying 
to oneself that that empathy is only 
imagined; what one suffers is real. 

The inability to furnish succor on 
one’s own merit is a fatal flaw. But I 
found that no matter how much wood 
I burned and brought in, Roe was still 
cold as ever and her vindictive 
thermostat was still as high as the 
inverse of interior temperature was 
low. Many people perhaps found they 
really didn’t like each other. TV 
insulates against personal 
confrontations over personal 
inadequacies. 

The awe with which distant 
forebears, clear to Cro-Magnon, is now 
held in their fight against what Loren 
Eiseley called the ‘eternal snow’ was 
reinforced greatly. 

I only hope I do not fall heir to 
another 80 hours of personal 
discomfiture because of a lack of 
electricity. 

I also hope others still without 
service will soon find their lives 
brightened up with a return soon to 
their homes. 

Thank you and your people and 
your outside helpers again from us. 
For me, you can do me a favor by 
insisting that God not allow it to 
happen again. My mortal juices won’t 
stand repetitive test I fear. 

Jake Lipe 
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i# Up to $1000 in^ 
power tools or workshop equipment 
of your choice. 

FAMOUS-MAKER TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT: 
Welders, Drill Presses, Bench Grinders, 
Shop Vacuums, and much more. 

...with the purchase of any Wickes building 
during our 'Early Bird'spring offer. 

Call collect or mail coupon to nearest office. 

Name- 

Address. 

Town  -County- 

State- -Zip. _Phone_ 

Illinois 
Galesburg, Box 548 
Mendota, Box 9 (815) 539-9325 
Mt. Vernon, Box 1142 (618) 756-2347 
Taylorville, Box 117 (217) 824-9851 

Indiana 
Crawfordsville, Box 41 (317) 362-5720 

Iowa 
(309) 342-3416 Dubuque, 

Box 1026 

IR4 

(319) 556-1663 

Wisconsin 
Elkhorn, Box 127 (414) 723-5261 

Springtime, 1979. It’s the start of the busy building season for 
Wickes Buildings, and we’re reaching out to more people than 
ever before with America’s largest selection of quality poleframe 
buildings. We want your business, and we give you more value 
for your dollar to get it—more services, more buyer protection 
too. Garages, utility buildings, workshops, farm buildings, horse 
barns, commercial buildings—all professionally engineered 
structures, all with a 5-year written warranty on materials and 
workmanship. 

Special EARLY-BIRD offer 
Order your new Wickes building now at our low, competitive 
pre-season prices, and we’ll give you absolutely free up to 
$1,000.00 in power tools or shop equipment of your choice. It’s 
our way to say thank you for letting us introduce you to the best 
building value in America—a Wickes building. It’s a super deal, 
so don’t delay. Offer ends May 5, 1979. Call collect or come in 
today. 

W Wickes Buildings 
A Division of The Wickes Corporation 

Extended payment plans available to qualified buyers. *rwic 



egislator urges 
ndustry groups 

Agriculture, Conservation and Energy 
Committee, added that agriculture had 
“not suffered at the hands of the 
Illinois General Assembly, nor will you 
suffer.” On farm problems, Knuppel 
said they “rest in Washington,” and 
emphasized the importance of looking 
toward Washington for help with 
problems facing agriculture. 

Representative Gale Schisler of 
London Mills, Chairman of the House 
Agriculture Committee, said the 
Illinois General Assembly was in 
Springfield to do the people’s business. 
He added that he considered the 
House Agriculture Committee to be 
the most important in the General 
Assembly and urged agriculture groups 
to come forward with their ideas. 

Illinois Agriculture Director John 
Block, the main speaker at the 
breakfast, called on the Legislature to 
help get agriculture’s story across to 
the general population. 

“We have plenty to be proud of. 
Look at ever-increasing productivity of 
the American farmer, who now feeds 
56 of his fellow men across the state, 
the nation and the world,” Block told 
the more than 600 attending. 

Sid Hutchcraft, Executive Vice 
President of the Illinois Pork 
Producers Association and master of 
ceremonies, termed the breakfast “an 
opportunity for those of us in 
agriculture to better know the people 
who represent us and to help them 
understand the workings of Illinois 
largest industry.” 

Thirty-nine state agriculture 
commodity and industry groups, 
including the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives, sponsored the 
breakfast. 

Spring Special! 
MAY 1 IS LAST CHANCE FOR 1978 PRICES 

ON G.S.I. BINS, FLOORS, FANS, CIRCULATORS, 
STIRATORS and AUGER EQUIPMENT 

4103 Bu. Bin $2,211.00 
5657 Bu. Bin 2,565.00 
7485 Bu. Bin 3,015.00 

11994 Bu. Bin 4,397.00 

TRANSPORT AUGER SPECIAL 
5% OFF 1978 Price 

If ordered With Grain Bin 

EXTRA SA VINGS: 

5% CASH DISCOUNT 

2% FOR F.O.B. ANNA, ILL. 

ANNA GRAIN ELEVATOR, INC. 
1000 Sheridan Rd. Anna, III. 62906 Phone: (618) 833-7631 or 833-5662 

CALL FOR PRICE GUARANTEES 

EAST AND MIDWEST (ca ill collect) 517 263-8474 

TOLL FREE IN MICH. .   800-292-0033 

OUTSIDE MICH    800-248-0065 

WEST (call collect) ....   408-646-9777 

TOLL FREE IN CAL. . .   800 682-9250 

OUTSIDE CAL    800 538-9541 

L 
11 APRIL 1979 



INorris Electric INe'ws 

Manager's 

Comments 
By Damon Williams 

I stepped outside at the back of the 
office to get a breath of clean, fresh 
air. My mind was numb with the 
never-ending, never-ceasing calls of 
“When will the electricity be on?” The 
worst ice storm in the history of Jasper 
County was in full force. Everyone 
was out of electricity, including our 
own office. I looked across the 
gathering gloom of darkness and saw a 
light flickering in the distance. It was 
soft, mellow and brought back 
memories of a much more pleasant 
time than being in the hell of an ice 
storm. 

You are beyond middle age if you 
can remember when no one in the 
rural areas had the benefits of 
electricity. All light was by this same 
yellow glow of a kerosene lamp. 
Somebody was smart enough to keep 
one and also have an ample supply of 
kerosene. I watched that lantern for 
three nights in a row before we got the 
power back on that particular line and 
it called back the most nostalgic, 
magnetic memories I’ve ever had in my 
adult life. I wished that I could go 
back to those more simple times when 
there was no electricity because people 
lived differently than they do now. 
There was not the hurry, the worry, 
the bustle and the never-ceasing 
demands of more and more service and 
benefits to help we poor, mortal 
human beings to lead allegedly “more 
comfortable lives.” 

Sometimes I wonder if we have 
gained anything, really. Strangely 
enough, I sense we have lost something 
in the process of demanding a 
never-ending supply of electricity, 
wasting gasoline by the millions of 
gallons whipping around in our cars, 
demanding more and more speed over 
the 5 5-mile-an-hour limit. Demanding 
more and more efficient types of 

electric heat, demanding air 
conditioning in every room of our 
house, demanding air conditioning in 
every corner of our gas-burning 
automobiles, demanding more and 
more vacation time to use more and 
more gasoline, frittering time away 
going to the beach, going to the golf 
course, going to the Elks, going to a 
“jillion” other places where we can 
wine and dine and stuff ourselves with 
the most expensive of fattening foods. 
Then come home and curse the 
morning because we are bored and 
hate to see it come. Folks in the old 
days didn’t have time for such sheer 
utter nonsense. They were too busy 
eking out a meager living by farming 
with a mule team, breaking new 
ground with a single shovel plow, and 
being kind to one another. Neighbors 
were neighbors. 

But on the bright side, I can assure 
you that 99 percent of the people that 

Dear Friends: 

Just a word of “thanks” to all who 
were involved in the repair of the 
power lines to restore electricity over 
the area, that we have all taken for 
granted. To be sure we know those 
were some long wearisome days 
especially for the repair men. 

Like others we managed very well 
and no doubt an experience for the 
younger generation, to us just a 
renewal, of how it used to be. Again 
thanks! 

Mr. & Mrs. Lester Horath 

Dear Norris Electric 

This is to every one at Norris electric 
who helped get service to our line one 
mile north, one mile east of Eberle 
after 128 hours being off. We knew 
there was a lot to be done before we 
could get power again and it was great 
to see light again. Thanks to all. 

Harlan & Bonnie Mellendorf 

were without electricity during these 
terrible times that we experienced 
were the kindest, most gentle, 
understanding people you could ever 
possibly run into in your life. If I tried 
to catalogue all the names of the 
decent, honest people that gave us 
encouragement, tried to help us and 
did not blame us, I could fill a volume 
one hundred times over with gold 
pages and emblazoned with names. 
But the remaining one percent were 
just nothing but a pain in the neck and 
they would whine if Jesus Christ came 
back to life and walked across the 
countryside preaching the gospel. 
They would find fault with his dress, 
his sandals or wish he would go 
somewhere else because they didn’t 
want to be bothered, or whine, 
wanting something that he could give 
them and in their opinion wouldn’t 
because he didn’t want to, and as 
always he would be RIGHT. 

Such is and was life. 

Dear Norris Electric 

Just wanted to say we feel the crews 
did one fantastic job getting power to 
us so soon. Tell them thanks. They 
deserve it. 

Mrs. Stall 

Dear Norris Electric, 

Just a note to thank you for getting 
our electricity back on as soon as you 
did after the ice storm. I’m sure you 
worked your tails off! Thanks again. 

Bob & Patti Gaiter 

To Norris Electric 

We were so thankful to your good 
men to work so steady when the 
weather wasn’t fit to be out in order 
to give us electricity. We were out 
three days. It is worth living again. 
Thanks. 

Mrs. Adah Gray 

Thanks for your help 
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Hev. Joe! 

Where’s the chuck wagon, Joe? 
On Saturday evening the 24th of February when the 

consumers and employees of Norris Electric Cooperative 
retired for the evening, they could not visualize what would 
be happening to their life style in the days to come. 

Sunday morning Joe Ware and Jack Hubbert, 
Supervisors of Norris Electric, began making calls to our 
employees. “Come on down to the office, we need help.” 
During the dark hours of Sunday morning men began 
leaving their homes to repair and restore service. The ice 
buildup on the lines increased as the sleet continued to fall. 
The lines began breaking and poles old and new began 
snapping from the strain. This was no ordinary outage; this 
was the worst ice storm in our history. 

At daybreak our Manager began patrolling the lines to 
assess the damage to determine if help would be needed. A 
call went out to the State office and the emergency plan 
went into operation. Other Cooperatives, Coles-Moultrie, 
Edgar, Shelby, Spoon River and Washington, Indiana 
R.E.M.C., began sending in help as well as contractors from 
Canton and Springfield. Miller’s Construction, based at 
Vincennes, who our Manager was associated with as a 
young lineman and helped build some of the first lines for 
Norris Electric, pulled their very best triple A crews off jobs 
to help an old friend. 

Motel rooms were secured for the additional help. 
Leroy Wakefield, Supervisor of material, and his assistant, 
Tom Tarr, had all the material available from their well 
kept stockroom to do the job. So the task of putting miles 
and miles of line back in operation had started. 

Thanks to the Directors for their foresight in having 
contingency funds available for such an emergency. The 
cost to your cooperative for repairs would be hundreds of 
thousands of dollars. 

Our Office Manager, Rowena Hutson, was in charge of 

Crewmen from Edgar and Norris Electric enjoying a meal at 
the Gary Blank farm are Stanley Brooks, Jerry Tarr, Kenny 
Madden, Jim Fleming, Danny Newman and Roy Tate. 

Abe and Dorothy Eberhart and Pauline Romack cutting 
and wrapping Fay Chapman's delicious pies. 

having personnel answer the phone 24 hours a day and 
keeping the public informed by newspapers, radio and T.V. 
of the progress of repairs. 

The next task, how or where will they eat. To stop 
work in the field and drive to town would mean several 
miles and very time consuming, and time was of the utmost 
importance. Because of time involved, the Manager assigned 
Ernie Weber to round up a chuck wagon crew to serve hot 
meals to the crews. Thanks to Tom Hicks and Newton 
Associates, insulated containers were made available to 
keep the food steaming hot. Now that we had the crews to 
deliver and containers for the food, where do you find a 
cook to prepare the food for ninety men who ate enough 
for twice that many. 

, Mr. and Mrs. Eberhart of Parklanes in Newton said 
they would do all they could to help and in the days to 
follow we knew Dorothy was one of the best darn cooks in 
the country. And no one could top Fay Chapman’s pies. 
Thanks to Fay for starting her baking at 3:00 A.M., we 
would have 18 pies with different flavors to choose from. 
After eating one of Dorothy’s delicious meals and Fay’s 
pies, you knew when it was close to meal time, the call 
would go out, “Hey, Joe, where’s the chuck wagon?” 

There are many people to thank for their cooperation, 
understanding and help. We would like to mention a 
few—Abe and Dorothy Eberhart, Parklanes—Frank and 
Diane Ayres at the Old Mill, staying open and helping with 
the late, late evening meals—Roberta Jackson, C&R Coffee 
Shop and her regular morning patrons who made room for 
us. Also to those who furnished machine sheds, garages, 
barns or what have you for a dry place to eat. With all the 
help and acts of kindness we received during the outages 
from those who were without electricity just proved to us 
what we have known all along. We serve the best people in 
the world! 

ERNIE WEBER 
MAY 1979 13 



of Name Brand Cosmetics 
ONLY $2.50 
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This magnrfj'c^wMneticcollection is compa3t« and representativ5t>TIIte quality ot products from winch youNtyismetic Bonanza will be selected 

COSMETIC "BONANZA” WORTH OVER *25iK» 
We’ll send you a COSMETIC “BONANZA” assortment of at least six NAME BRAND perfumes, moisturizers, 

polishes, shadows, creams and lotions like those gift or full size products shown above. No strings attached- 
no clubs to join. Order your COSMETIC “BONANZA” worth more than $25.00 for only $2.50. 

1978. Famous Cosmetics, frtc 641 Lexington Avenue New York 10022 

r---- NO RISK MONEY BACK GUARANTEE COUPON 
l COSMETIC BONANZA Dept. CB-80 For a Friend ■ 
1 641 Lexington Ave., New York, N.Y. 10022 

! RUSH me my COSMETIC “BONANZA” of NAME BRAND cosmetics. 

• □ $25.00 COSMETIC1 BONANZA" for only $2.50 plus 50$ 

postage and handling. 

I □ $50.00 COSMETIC' BONANZA” for only $5.00 (we pay all 
l postage and handling charges). I 

p — — NO RISK MONEY BACK GUARANTEE CUUPUN — — — — ^ 

■ l COSMETIC BONANZA Dept. CB-80 For You ' 
I1 641 Lexington Ave , New York, N.Y. 10022 

! RUSH me my COSMETIC “BONANZA” of NAME BRAND cosmetics. 

» □ $25.00 COSMETIC "BONANZA" for only $2.50 plus 500 

postage and handling. 

Il □ $50.00 COSMETIC "BONANZA "for only $5.00 (we pay all 
postage and handling charges). > 

I1 Name Age 1 

|l City. State Zip J 
* Canadian orders please add $2.00 extra. All orders must be accompanied by • 
1 payment. $25 00 value based on comparability, or past or present retail prices 

> Canadian orders please add $2.00 extra. All orders must be accompanied by « 
I payment $25.00 value based on comparability, or past or present retail prices. 



WE BUILD'EM THE WAY 
YOU WANT'EM. 

AND PRICE'EM 
SO YOU CAN AFFORD THEM. 

Illinois Iowa 
Galesburg, Box 548 (309) 342-3416 Dubuque, 
Mendota, Box 9 (815) 539-9325 Box 1026 (319) 556-1663 
Mt. Vernon, Box 1142 (618) 756-2347 
Taylorville, Box 117 (217) 824-9851 Wisconsin 
Indiana Elkhorn, Box 127 (414) 723-5261 
Crawfordsville, Box 41 (317) 362-5720 

W Wickes Buildings 
A Division of The Wickes Corporation 

WWk*es 

Name 

Address . 

Town County 

State Phone 

I Call Collect or mail coupon today 
IR5 

FARM BUILDINGS 
Machinery storage, beef, dairy, hog, etc. 

They may look different, but these buildings have a lot in common—including the great 
value they give you for the money. They’re all professionally engineered, durable post¬ 
frame construction. They’re all built and backed by Wickes, America’s oldest and largest 
company in post-frame buildings for home, farm and industry. We offer every kind of 
building, and the special planning it takes to make sure yours will be exactly right for your 
special needs. Many custom options too, that add to both convenience and appearance. 
Call today and tell us what you want. You’ll get a good building—you’ll get a good deal. 

HORSE 
Stables, riding arenas, etc. 

UTILITY BUILDINGS 
Storage, workshops, hobby centers, etc. COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS 

Shops, warehouses, stores, etc. 

GARAGES 
Many sizes and door 

arrangements 

LEASE OR BUY 
Extended payment plans 

available to 
qualified buyers 



TVorris Electric INews 

Manager's 
Comments 

When your electricity goes off, it 
may be kind of romantic to come in 
and eat a supper by candlelight with 
your Mrs. 

But that’s about the only thing 
pleasant about having your electricity 
flicker off! 

Unless you’ve taken precautions, it’s 
going to be hard to keep your house 
warm, the food from spoiling and to 
do your every day chores on the farm. 

The precaution to take: installation 
of a standby generator. Some standby 
power units are operated by small 
gasoline engines, others can be quickly 
hooked up to tractor PTO’s or belt 
drives. 

WHEN A PORTABLE 
GENERATOR IS IN OPERATION, 
YOUR FARMSTEAD WIRING MUST 
BE DISCONNECTED FROM YOUR 
REGULAR HIGHLINE SERVICE. 

The tractor-driven generator is the 
most practical and only on special 
applications would an automatic 
system be required. 

To determine the size of a standby 
unit needed, itemize those things you 
consider you must operate during the 
power failure. List the motors in the 
house and those on the farm that must 
or may be running at the same time. 
Next, list the lights or resistant loads 
such as hot water heater or frypan that 
may be used. Record the wattage from 
these items and remember each 1,000 

Doyle K. Purcell standing by a double¬ 

throw switch he put to good use during 
the recent ice storm. 
12 

watts will be one kilowatt in sizing 
generator. The motor load will be 
1,000 watts for each horsepower 
running at the same time. Adding the 
resistant load and motor load will give 
you close to your generator size 
needed. 

Due to the inrush of current on 
motor starts, some generators have 
dual ratings. These are rated 
continuous and maximum. If the one 
you are looking at is not dual rated 
you may need a larger generator for 
motor starts. Some experienced this 
problem during the ice storm. The 
generator was rated larger than the 
motor but the motor would not run 
fast enough to get in the running field. 

The horsepower requirements of 
PTO tractor-driven generators will be 
about two to one. If you install a 25 
kilowatt generator, the minimum PTO 
horsepower would be 50. Also the 
governor regulation should not exceed 
5% at the speed indicated on the unit. 
Because some electronic devices, 
televisions and radios are extremely 
sensitive to voltage variations, 
precautions must be observed before 
attempting to operate them with any 
standby generators. 

A DOUBLE THROW SWITCH IS 
OF UTMOST IMPORTANCE WHEN 
INSTALLING A STANDBY UNIT. 

In addition to the actual standby 
generator, one additional piece of 
equipment in necessary. A 
MANUALLY OPERATED DOUBLE 
THROW DISCONNECT SWITCH 
MUST BE INSTALLED. This switch 
should be sized to match the incoming 
service amperage. The switch must be 
weatherproof. The purpose of this 
switch is to guarantee that at no time 
can the standby generator and Norris 
Electric power service be hooked 
together. If your generator was not 
isolated from Norris Electric lines, the 
transformer which normally steps the 
voltage down from 7,200 to 120 volts 
would be stepping the voltage up from 
120 volts from your generator to 
7,200 volts on Norris Electric lines and 
could give a lethal shock to a lineman 
repairing a line he thought was dead. 

When the power is restored to your 
service under these conditions your 
generator may be ruined. 

If you should experience a power 
failure, disconnect all large motors or 
high wattage equipment. Start the 
tractor and adjust the speed until the 
pointer of the voltmeter on the 
generator panel registers on the high 
side of the green portion of the color 
band. Move the double pole switch 
handle to the emergency position 
connecting the load to the generator. 
Switch on all required electrical 
equipment within rated capacity of 
the generator, maintaining tractor 
speed to cause the voltmeter to remain 
in the green portion of the color band. 

On February 25, 1979, Norris 
Electric and its consumers experienced 
the worst ice storm in its history. We 
know that during the ice storm there 
were some hurry up installations of 
generators, some were burnt up, 
televisions were damaged, connections 
were loose, neutrals were not tied in, 
meters were removed and filled with 
water from the rain. Now that things 
are back to normal we will appreciate 
your cooperation in proper installation 
of your generator and the double 
throw switch. 

The power failure, which was 
extensive throughout our service area, 
and was caused by the ice storm, was 
an act of God. Therefore, Norris 
Electric Cooperative can assume no 
responsibility for losses which any of 
its members may have sustained during 
the power failure. 

OUTAGE REPORTING 

To report an outage after office 
hours or on Saturdays, Sundays or 
holidays call —(618) 783-2 358 first: 

If no answer, dial 783-3221 
783-2059 

or Lawrenceville area 943-437 3 
or Claremont area 869-23 38 

Please — When reporting an outage 
have your line and account number 
ready. You will find it in the lower 
left hand corner of your meter 
reading card. 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS 



Mr. and Mrs. Murray take time out from their daily routine 
for a picture. 

Mr. Murray checking the bloom and bud on his favorite 
fruit tree. 

Busy 
Bee 

Mr. Murray pointing out the queen bee at No. 9 hive which 
houses from 50,000 to WO,000 bees. 

Spring and summer is the time of 
year that fruit and various plants 
bloom and the bees are busy working 
around these blooms. 

A bee will fly as far as five miles to 
locate the type of plant they prefer for 
nectar. Only a teaspoon of honey is 
produced during a bee’s lifetime and 
an average working bee’s life during 
a working season is around six weeks. 

There are always guard bees on 
hand at the hive to fight away other 
bees or predators that don’t belong to 
that particular hive. We learned this 
the hard way when we visited the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Murray in the 
Yale vicinity of JasperCounty. 

Mr. Murray has worked with bees 
practically all of his life. He was born 
and raised on the farm where he now 
lives. He started farming in 1922 
when he married and continued 
farming until 1950. In 195 3 he was 
employed at Manteno State Hospital 
where he worked for several years. Mr. 
Murray then moved back to his farm 
in Jasper County where he now lives 
and resumed the bee business. 

JUNE 1979 

Mr. Murray became interested in 
bees when he was a small boy and 
used to help his grandfather, who 
started raising bees in the 1800s. At 
that time his grandfather had 50 
hives of bees in an old-fashioned 
smokehouse. 

We learned several interesting 
points about the habit and life of 
bees. A hive consists of from 50,000 
to 100,000 bees and one queen bee. 
The queen bee is usually purchased 
from the State of Georgia and shipped 
by plane due to the short life span of 
a working bee, which is an average of 
six weeks. 

When the queen bee leaves her 
hive, she will be mated by five or six 
drone bees and when she returns to 
her hive, she will be mated for the 
rest of her life. From 1,000 to 2,000 

eggs will be laid in a single day by the 
queen. The queen can be recognized 
from the working bee due to her long 
slender body, normally being twice as 
long as the working bee. 

Mr. Murray has over 25 hives and 
there is a lot of maintenance and work 

involved. He makes his own hives and 
numbers each one and logs in a book 
the particular work that has been done 
in each hive. 

Mr. Murray stresses that bees are 
important in several ways. For 
instance, pollination of fruit trees, 
clover, and different types of crops. 
When fall and winter arrives, about 
40 pounds of honey is left for their 
survival during the winter months. The 
honey flow starts around the first of 
June. 

Most of the honey is sold locally to 
friends and neighbors and each hive is 
state inspected once each year. He also 
fixes up and sells hives and bees 
locally. 

Bee stings make some people 
deathly sick and require immediate 
medical attention and are sometimes 
fatal. There are more fatalities from 
bee stings than all types of poisonous 
snakes in the United States. 

Another interesting hobby of Mr. 
Murrays is working with his thorn- 
free blackberries and his small orchard. 

By Leroy Wakefield 
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HEARING AIDS 
SAVE $50-$250 

Hear and UNDERSTAND! 
All kinds of aids by mail. 
Try 30 days before you buy! 
No salesmen. Free catalog! 

RHODES, Dept. 109-M. Brookport. ILL 62910 

50 YARDS LACE $1.75 
LACE - LACE - LACE ... 50 yards of Lac* 
in deiigtitful patterns. Edgings, insertions, etc. Assorted beautitui 
designs, colors and widths. Pieces at least 10 yards in length-none 
smaller. Marvelous tor dresses, pillow cases, etc. Terrific as hem 
facing on new double, knit fabrics. Only $1.75 or double orders 
$3.35. 3 orders just $4.95. Pis. include 50* pstg. and tiding with 
EACH set of 50 yards you buy. Satisfaction guaranteed' 

FREE with lace 50 BUTTONS'. 
50 New. High Quality Buttons. Assorted colors, sizes and shapes 
Sent FREE with each lace order Please allow up to 6 weeks for 
delivery, 
LACE LADY DEPT. LB-154 
315 Ne. Tenth St. St. Lwit, Me. 63101 

FACTORY SPECIAL 
$299 95 

COMPARE AT 

$529.95 

Not a 
“Mustang' 
We have a 2" 
bigger cut plus 
other features 

Delivered FREE 

to your town.. 

Over 3,000 Big, powerful B H P. Briggs & Stratton Mark VIII 
Riders, featuring a bigger cut. Fully assembled in crates, 
delivered tree. Dozier blade & grass catcher available. We 
are not a Mfg. Sales Co. selling other Co.'s products, we 
are the manufacturer. Order now or send lor tree brouchure 
while they last! Write  

CONTINENTAL MFG. DEPT, mg 
3205 E. Abrams St.-Arlington, Tx 76010 

WRITE OR CALL ANYTIME 817-640-1198 

ECONOMICAL 
DECORATIVE 
PRACTICAL 
SPACE SAVER 

Pyramid Garden 

33 lineal feet of garden row in a 3-foot 
area. Rugged steel construction—coating 
will not rust or crack. 
$15.95 each plus $2.50 freight and 
handling charge. 

Mail to: Gary Steel Products, Dept. M6, 
440 West 9th Ave., Gary, Indiana 
46406 Phone 219-949 2554 

NAME    

ADDRESS   

CITY     

STATE   ZIP   

QUANTITY  PRICE  
Do not send cash. Check or money order 
enclosed. CH 

LIFETIME 
1 TANK COATINGS 

Stop all leaks in steel and 
concrete — Prevent rust forever. 1 Roof coatings for tar paper. 
composition and cedar shingles, 
and metal buildings. Anyone can 

1 
apply all coatings. 1 
Fix it once and forget it. This is 
our 29th year. Let us send you 

I 
1 complete information 

VIRDEN PERMA-BILT CO. 
Box7160IN Ph.806-352-2761 

2821 Mays St. 1 
Amarillo, Texas 79109 

GRAIN & IMPLEMENT Q A1IE 
FACTORY DIRECT gHVL 

1-800-942-4626 
MIRACLE SPAN BUILDINGS 

call TOLL FREE or WRITE: 401 Easl Prosoect Avenue -y-, 
’rospect. Illinois 60056 Ali-Tllik 

START NOW! 
THE GREENHOUSE “HYGR0-FL0” WAY IS 

SPREADING EVERYWHERE. SUPPLY SUPER¬ 
MARKETS & RESTAURANTS YEAR ’ROUND. 

Then, let us show you a system 
in full production. Our 30' x 
124’ greenhouse and the 
HYGR0-FL0® tube system of 
growing produces $15-20,000 
worth of tomatoes each year. 
To increase your success po¬ 
tential, the company provides 
free schooling and continued 
technical help with fully trained 
personnel and marketing assis¬ 
tance. 

THE PROVEN HYGR0-FL0® 
TUBE GROWING SYSTEM AND 
GREENHOUSE MAKES GROW¬ 
ING FOR PROFIT A REALITY! 

If you have: 
• The ability to manage 

your own business 
• 15-20 hours per week to 

run greenhouse 
• The ability to follow de¬ 

tailed instructions 
• 1/4 acre of land or more 
• The ability to invest $10- 

12,000. 

Hygroponlcs North of Hygroponics, Inc. soon to be constructed 
20 miles west of St. Louis Airport near 1-70 and U.S. 40-61. 

PLEASE SEND ME FREE INFORMATION 
NAME   

ADDRESS 

CITY   

STATE .ZIP PHONE 

SEND 
THIS 
COUPON 
TO: 

(904) 265-3661 

HYGROPONICS 
INCORPORATED 

DEPT. 18 
3935 N. PALO ALTO AVENUE 
PANAMA CITY, FLA. 32405 
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Cost of increasing regulation elaborate displays, and after the 
manned moon landings, he added a 
rocket ship to his program. The rocket 
ship, outfitted with a suitable array of 
fireworks, actually appears to lift off 
as it rises through the air on a series of 
ropes and pulleys. 

“The crowds like Ol’ Smokey more 
than just about any of the other 
displays, I think,” Baker says. 01’ 
Smokey is a replica of a steam 
locomotive, complete with cow¬ 
catcher, rolling wheels and smoke¬ 
stack. 

Clark launces 10- and 12-inch aerial 
bombs from half-buried mortar tubes 
to capture and hold the crowd’s 
attention with deafening roars, and 
intersperses Roman candles, fire¬ 
crackers, whistles and jumping jacks 
throughout the program. The Liberty 
Bell, American Eagle, devil’s wheel, a 
smiling face and several other displays 
round out the spectacular. 

Clark builds all the displays at his 
rural home southwest of Lovington, 
and Mrs. Clark puts on a potluck meal 
for all those who help with the 
displays. When the food is gone, every¬ 
body helps load the assemblies on 
pickup trucks for the drive to the 
Lovington High School for final 
assembly. 

For safety reasons, Clark does all 
the firing himself. “Things get a little 
hectic during the firing and I wouldn’t 
want anyone to get hurt,” he says. 

Lovington did not have a fireworks 
program before the Clarks got into the 
act. Former Lovington Mayor Wendell 
Dahm and area minister Larry Beebe 
cooked up the idea of a Fourth of July 
celebration with the support of other 
community leaders and various civic 
groups, and Clark was “drafted” to 
develop the actual fireworks 
exhibition. 

He relishes his role as pyrotechnist, 
Clark says, but the real joy comes 
from seeing his family and friends 
working together on a community 
project and from the happiness the dis¬ 
plays bring to children and adults who 
view the traditional Lovington cele¬ 
bration of America’s independence. 

Clark devotes his time throughout 
the year to other community affairs 
too, as a member of the Lovington 
School Board and Lovington Ambu¬ 
lance Service Board. 

(Continued frontpage 7) 
before the electric cooperative con¬ 
ference. 

“They are not swayed by those 
who turned out for the rally,” the aide 
said, adding that many of those at the 
rally came out to see the celebrities. 
He went on to note that Congressmen 
have witnessed 20 years of demon¬ 
strations and such activities do not 
have much influence in Washington. 

During the session with Senator 
Stevenson’s assistants, Walter R. 
Smith, President of Soyland Power 

Cooperative of Decatur, urged 
Congress and others in leadership 
positions in the federal government 
to develop higher public profiles on 

matters relating to energy develop¬ 
ment, including nuclear, as he stressed 
the impact of media coverage in other 
parts of the country among persons 
who are not aware that elected 
officials put much more stock in the 
opinions of constituents than that of 
the demonstrators. 

As they talked with Congressmen, 
the Illinoisans noted that both the 
Rural Electrification Administration 
insured and guaranteed loan programs 
have no impact on the federal budget 
and that recent studies by the Office 
of Management and Budget and the 
General Accounting Office supported 
the cooperatives’ position. 

Lane 
CLEAR SPAN BUILDING CORP. 

AGRICULTURE 

30x48x12 
40x48x14 
40x72x14 
48x96x14 
48x120x14 
60x108x15 

STEEL I-BEAM 
CONSTRUCTION 

$2,782 
$3,787 
$4,776 
$6,888 
$8,493 

$10,999 
AGRICULTURE-COMMERCIAL 

70x100x14 $12,995 

COMMERCIAL 

$2,495 24x30x8 
30x30x8 FRAMED OPENING INC. $2,767 

STEEL I-BEAM CONSTR. 

40x42x8 $3,979 

UP TO 33% OFF LIST 
ON ADVERTISED SPECIALS 

0 CALL FOR PRICE GUARANTEES 

EAST AND MIDWESTtcoii collect) 517-263-8474 

TOLL FREE IN MICH  . . 800 292-0033 

OUTSIDE MICH  . . 800-248-0065 

WEST .call collect)   . . 408-646-9777 

TOLL FREE IN CAL. . . ° . . . 800-682-9250 

OUTSIDE CAL  . . 800-538-9541 
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IVorris Electric IVe’ws 

Manager's 
Comments 

Norris Electric Cooperative 
Route 130 South 
Newton, Illinois 62448 

Attention: Mr. Earl Minderman 
President 

Gentlemen: 
Pursuant to Paragraph 6 of the 

Agreement for Purchase of Power by 
Norris Electric Cooperative from 
Central Illinois Public Service 
Company dated November 9, 1974, 
Central Illinois Public Service 
Company hereby gives notice that 
Central Illinois Public Service 
Company proposes to exercise its 
right to make application or petition 
to the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission for a change in Rate 
Schedule W-l to become effective 
on or about January 1, 1980. 

We feel that it would be desirable 
to meet with you or your repre¬ 
sentatives to discuss a proposed 
increase in the charges of Rate 
Schedule W-l. 

Yours very truly, 
C. F. Wall 
Vice President 

# * * * 

Well, as the above letter shows you, 
we are in for another round of 
negotiations with CIPS on our whole- 

This story is about four men named 
Everybody, Somebody, Anybody, and 
Nobody. There was an important job 
to be done and Everybody was asked 
to do it. Everybody was sure that 
Somebody would do it. Anybody 
could have done it, but Nobody did it. 
Somebody got angry about that, 

sale and fuel cost adjustment which 
affects our power bills. I could say, 
“Here we go again.” 

But can you name anything under 
the sun that you couldn’t say that 
about. Our country is in a crisis. We 
might as well face up to it. We’re 
spending more and more and getting 
less and less in return. What causes it, 
I don’t know. I’m not that smart. 
Everybody who thinks they are 
comes up with a different answer. But 
I do know some basic facts. Anytime 
any group of people, be it coal miners, 
truckers, linemen, managers, con¬ 
struction workers or anybody else, 
gets whopping increases in wages and 
benefits and production does not go 
up, it fuels the never-ending fires of 
inflation. CIPS is no different. Their 
costs are going up the same as ours. 
Everything needed to generate or 
distribute electricity has gone up 
drastically and fearfully the last ten 
years. 

What can you do to offset the ever 
higher cost of electricity? Quit using 
so doggone much of it! Don’t buy that 
extra window air conditioner you 
think you need, cut down on your 
central air conditioning if you have it 
and put in a smaller window type. 
And for heaven’s sake, don’t plug in an 
electric heater to take the chill off. 
Turn off your lights when you are not 
using them and don’t keep the 
television on from morning till night. 
Don’t let anyone tell you it doesn’t 
consume a lot of current. In other 
words, quit using so much current for 
any reason and that is the only advice 

because it was Everybody’s job. 
Everybody thought that Anybody 
could do it, and Nobody realized that 
Everybody wouldn’t do it. It ended up 
that Everybody blamed Somebody 
when actually Nobody blamed 
Anybody. 

I can give you to help keep your 
electric bills down. A tiny minority of 
my contemporaries may take a dim 
view when I tell you these things but I 
don’t care. It is the truth and you 
know it. 

Heavy use of electricity is a 
phenomenon that has only existed 
in our country the last 15 years. Prior 
to that time it was pretty hard to use 
up some of the minimum bills. The 
first few years of our operation the 
average bill was a little over $3 per 
month. Now that wouldn’t pay 
the electricity for a one-room air 
conditioner. As a matter of fact, it 
might pay for a couple of days if it’s 
small enough. 

I can assure you the Directors of 
Norris Electric and the people on the 
negotiating team who deal with CIPS 
are not going to roll over and play 
dead on this. They will give it their all 
to try to reach an equitable settlement 
with them. Believe me, the last 
shakeup with the nuclear power boys 
in Pennsylvania has everybody giddy 
and will cause it to take a back seat for 
the next few years. New safeguards, 
restrictions and public misgivings are 
the children spawned from the Harris¬ 
burg accident and they are expensive. 
Combine that episode with the high 
cost of coal, the high cost of oil—and 
coal fired generators use a lot of oil 
mixed with coal—the ever increasing 
cost of labor and materials, you have a 
volatile, explosive situation that gives 
everybody a pain that hurts us all in 
that most vulnerable of places, our 
“Pocketbooks.” 

OUTAGE REPORTING 
To report an outage after office 
hours or on Saturdays, Sundays or 
holidays call —(618) 783-2358 first: 
If no answer, dial 783-3221 

783-2059 
or Lawrenceville area 943-437 3 
or Claremont area 869-2338 
Please — When reporting an outage 
have your line and account number 
ready. You will find it in the lower 
left hand corner of your meter 
reading card. 

Conservation anybody? 
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They went underground 
We made a visit to Effingham 

County, near Lake Sara, to talk to 
some people who have carried out 
their own design to beating the high 
cost of living in reference to heating 
and cooling. It has been done other 
places but we believe they are the first 
in the area Norris Electric Cooperative 
serves. This young couple’s name is 
Gary and Donna Bartels, with their 
little girl Tamela, live at R.R. 2, 
Effingham, Illinois. They have built a 
modern underground home. They are 
referred to as mole, ground hog house 
or other reference we may not have 
heard. Gary works for the family 
business under the name of Monroe 
Bartels, Inc., R.R. 3, Effingham, 
Illinois, who are engaged in general 
concrete construction which gives 
Gary the background for the under¬ 
taking of building his home. Gary and 
family used to live in a mobile home 
and he and his wife say no more. 

The house, designed by Gary, has 
about 1,500 square feet of floor space 
and in this area there are three bed¬ 
rooms, living room, kitchen, dining 
room, two bathrooms and utility 
room. The ceiling is 7’7” high. The 
roof is made of 8 inches thick by 
about 3 foot wide precast concrete 

slabs with a concrete topping and 
three foot of dirt and sod. It has a 
foundation of three foot wide by one 
foot deep with styrofoam on the 
outside. The walls are 12 inches thick 
of poured concrete. Foam insulation 
has been blown on top of the roof and 
the outside sides of the walls. This is 
for waterproofing and insulation. Gary 
said the walls were built like a bank 
vault. The floor is a 4 inch with car¬ 
peting. The back side of the house is 
about 10 ft. under the ground and is 
built back in a hill. 

Now we will get to the one thing 
that Gary and his wife really think is 
the most important feature of this 
house, namely, heating and cooling. 
They have auxiliary heat, which is LP 
gas. Gary said he preferred baseboard 
electric heat but he designed it for gas 
so that is what they have. They also 
have a fireplace across the west end of 
the living room which they said is used 
very little. Last winter they only used 
their gas furnace a few days. They 
burnt wood in a Warm Morning wood 
burning stove in the utility room and 
this did the heating job. We asked 
them what they figured it cost to heat 
last year and they said under $200.00. 
Gary said they had a little mishap, 

their clothes dryer had a short in it 
and smoked the house up so they had 
to air it out. That was in January, 
snow on the ground and temperature 
about 10° above zero, they had the 
windows cracked to let air flow 
through the house and the lowest they 
remember the temperature getting was 
around 50°. When we were over there, 
it was 82° outside and we sat in the 
house at a comfortable temperature of 
75°. They do have a dehumidifier. We 
were there about an hour and the 
dehumidifier went on maybe three or 
four times for a short period of time. 

As you will see in the picture, the 
house’s inside walls are of paneling 
with plastered ceilings. Gary has used 
old hewed barn timbers across the 
service window between the kitchen 
and dining room and around the door¬ 
way to the kitchen. In the bedroom he 
has used the doors, door jambs and 
frames from an old house near 
Stewardson and has dark paneling 
which blends in with them. The front 
of the house, when finished, will have 
a stone front and a porch of western 
style. This will cut down on the sun 
heating the front of the house which 
faces to the south. 

Jack Hubbert 

Front view of house, which 
will be covered with stone. 
The wheat which was 
planted over the roof can be 
seen, later to be grass. 

The family in the living 
room and Gary said the big 
buck on the wall dressed 
out at about 220 lbs. 

Mrs. Bartels in her well 
equipped modern kitchen. 
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State Fair offers something for all 111 
The Illinois State Fair is set for 

August 9-19, and all the old 
standby features are still planned; 
some new attractions are in the 
works, too. 

Illinois Talent on Parade, a daily 
variety show, will present the best 
talent from throughout the state. 
It will feature Illinoisans of all ages 
in every kind of act, and will be held 

in the Illinois Building Theater. 
Racing buffs will be able to “Get 

the Feel of the Wheel,” as cars of 
every description, displays and well- 
known drivers fill this huge exhibition. 

Fans will be able to talk to drivers and 
crew members, and climb into a car to 
catch the flavor of the track. 

A Water Follies show is new this 
year, too, and the world’s largest 

pools and stage are used to present 
the show. Champion stunt divers, 
water ballet scenes and lavish stage 
production numbers will make this 
two-hour show an attraction for many. 

For alternative energy enthusiasts, 
there will be a Solar Hot Water Design 
Competition. The Institute of Natural 
Resources and the Illinois Office of 
Education have joined forces to 

ILLINOIS ftURAL ELECTRIC NEWS 

At right, the focus is on the best in 
Illinois agriculture as several breeds 
of cattle are judged at the fair. Other 
animals, such as poultry, swine, mules 
and sheep, are judged as well during 
the largest agricultural exposition of 
its kind in the U.S. At lower left is the 
arch to the popular midway, near 
the main gate. At lower right, 
while most of the fairgoers walk, 
others take to the air to get across 
the fairgrounds and see the sights. 
The area is filled with entertainment, 
exhibitions, special tents and contests 
that all Illinoisans can enjoy. 



HERE'S THE SIMPLE 
ANSWER TO YOUR 

BEST STORAGE 
BUILDING BUY 

Yes No □ □ 
□ □ 
□ □ 

Are your purchase decisions often based on strength of 
products guarantee? 

Would you prefer a building designed by licensed 
professional engineers? 

Do you own machinery and other capital investment 
equipment that should be sheltered from the elements? 

□ □ Does your operation require flexibility in building design? 

If you answered “yes” on any of these questions, please get in 
touch with America’s leading farm builder, Wickes Buildings. Just 
mail the coupon. Or save time! Call the building leader toll 
free ... day or night: 
1 -800-325-6400 (Missouri residents call 1-800-342-6600) 

 W Wickes Buildings 
A division of the Wickes Corporation 
General Offices: RO. Box 41070 
2410 Executive Drive, Indianapolis, IN 46241 

For complete information on any one of hundreds of 
Wickes Buildings designs send this today! 

1854-1979 

> Wickes 
Address 

State 
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\t the right, Len Koch of 
Illinois Power Company was one 
\f the speakers during the two- 
\ay session. Below, power use 
id member services represen- 
itives gather pamphlets and 

\rochures on energy conserva- 
yon and efficiency available 
\uring the meeting. 

Member Services Director of Jackson 
Purchase Electric Cooperative, 
Paducah, and Krista Kennedy of 
Western Kentucky Rural Electric 
Cooperative and a Residential Energy 
Advisor for the Tennessee Valley 
Authority. Norris focused on his 
cooperative’s energy conservation and 
management plan and the various 

forms and worksheets used to com¬ 
plete home energy audits. Kennedy 
outlined how TVA personnel work 
with consumers for on-site inspections 
and audits. 

Bill Simpson of Country Mutual 
Insurance Company, Bloomington, 
used a slide presentation to illustrate 
wiring problems facing both farmers 
and insurers. He showed several 
instances of inadequately wired hog 
confinement buildings, many of which 
had a high potential for fire loss unless 
changes were made. 
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Manager's 
Comments 

By Damon Williams 

July, 4th of July — Special days of 
June and then comes a time, a drowsy 
July feeling. The air sometimes is soft 
and stirring and little warblers, which 
I absolutely don’t know the names of, 
twitter away in clouds of moulting 
fruit trees that have “set on.” Of an 
evening you can hear catbirds 
meowing softly in the hedgerows and 
the sky is a pale, washed out denim 
blue and the sun shines golden and 
warm and sometimes it is very hot. 

We’re lucky to live in a country 
where seasons change so drastically 
and so colorfully. I believe we could 
tell what time of year it is by the 
sounds. Summer has its own special 
sounds. It is also a time for meditating 
or just plain being lazy, if you can get 
away with it. Believe me, there’s a lot 
of difference between the two. 

It brings back memories of a dis¬ 
tant past that you wouldn’t believe 
unless you’ve lived in the south¬ 
eastern part of the United States, 
where people were 60 miles from the 
closest electricity. I lived close to a 
community that had 4 thriving stores 
and sold everything from sardines to 
horse collars, plus liniment. And one 
of them was known to sell a 
mysterious drink out of a quart fruit 
jar that looked like water but tasted 
like fire. Although there was one 
doctor in the area who everybody 
liked and respected, a lot of people 
had to depend upon their own 
resources for the doctoring they got. 
Herbology was a way of life. And the 
names of herbs that were dug are like 
music to my ear. Most of them paid 
very little attention to ginseng which 
was rather rampant and the only 
people who were really interested in it 
were the ones who lived in the bottom 
lands and paid a high price for it. But 
rattlesnake root, yellow root, blood 
16 

root, mackintosh root, smart weed and 
a host of others were used in various 
concoctions that although maybe they 
didn’t do any good, sure didn’t do any 
harm. And strangely enough, I have a 
sneaking idea in the hands of some of 
the people who this ancient lore had 
been handed down to, probably did 
more good than harm. 

Don’t rush out and try to dig them 
up because they were colloquial names 
and even though blood root was used, 
I know for sure it is a violent poison 
and can kill you dead as a doornail. On 
Sundays there were usually big gather¬ 
ings where there would be 20 or 25 
men standing around a clean-swept 
front yard under a big Chinaberry 
tree, smoking pipes or chewing and 
they would discuss guns, crops, 
weather, mostly in that order. They 
were not expensive guns and it was in 
an area where any 22 rifle was called a 
“tarr-gut.” I don’t know where they 
got the name but some of the men I 
know were extremely deadly with 
them. Hunting was a way of life 
because they hunted not for sport, but 
because they needed the food. Some 
of my kin were some of the best 
hunters that I have ever known as well 
as being able to catch a mess of fish 
out of the clear spring-fed streams that 

White House: 

E P’uribus Unum 
The White House at Washing¬ 

ton, D.C., the home of our Presidents 
since the days of George Washington, 
was designed by an Irishman, James 
Hoban of Dublin; built on land pur¬ 
chased from a Scotsman, Farmer Davy 
Burns; in a location chosen by a 
Frenchman, Major Pierre Charles 
L’Enfant. Its architecture includes 
elements of Greece and Roman. Thus, 
the White House typifies America, one 
nation with many origins — E pluribus 
unum. 

crisscrossed the country. 

Here the great warmth and glow of 
July mean growth of corn and beans. 
It also means times when thunder¬ 
storms run across the country and 
when they do, make sure your 
appliances are disconnected. If you 
don’t, you are going to get smashed 
and it can cost you a big wad of 
money. It will also cause a lot of 
problems on our lines. Next to ice, like 
we had last March, lightning is the 
biggest enemy of electricity which 
it hunts constantly and it is a supreme 
hunter because nothing man has ever 
made will completely protect our lives 
from it. 

But hang on, before you know it 
the September song will be upon us 
and our gardens will lie still, dry and 
dusty and fall will be just around the 
corner. Time is the fastest of all things. 

This is 
Important In 

Reporting 
Outages 

OFFICE HOURS: 8:00 a. m. to 
5:00 p. m., Monday through 
Friday. Closed Saturday and Sun¬ 
day. Phone: Area Code 
618/783-2358. 

To report an outage after office 
hours or on Saturdays, Sundays or 
holidays call — 783-2358 first: 

If no answer, dial 783-3221 
783-2059 

or Lawrenceville area 943-4373 
or Claremont area 869-2338 

Please — When reporting an outage 
have your line and account number 
ready. You will find it in the lower 
left hand corner of your meter 
reading card. 
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Cellulose insulation 
The ever-increasing cost of fuel 

whether it be electricity, gas, oil or 
coal, is causing insulation to be all the 
more important. Not only will it save 
you money but some may consider it a 
patriotic thing to do. 

The most common type of insula¬ 
tion used in older homes is cellulose. 
We should be aware of the hazards and 
how to buy and install it safely. 

Cellulose is usually made from 
groundup or shredded paper and 
treated with chemicals to make it 
resistant to fire and vermin. Properly 
manufactured and treated, it will meet 
the Federal flammability standards. If 
not properly manufactured and 
treated, it may present a flammability 
hazard or cause corrosion problems. 
Some cellulose insulation is treated 
with chemicals which can combine 
with moisture in the air and corrode 
some metal parts that are in contact 
with the insulation. 

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission has published a manda¬ 
tory safety standard for cellulose 
insulation. A flame spread rating of 
25 or less is required to pass the test. 
This is on a scale where asbestos 
cement board rates 0 and red oak 
flooring rates 100. The standard also 
included tests for corrosion and for 
the permanence of the fire retardants 
in cellulose insulation. 

Some cellulose insulation manu¬ 
factured before September 8, 1978, 
may meet this standard. Some cel¬ 
lulose manufactured before this date 
can be sold after this date although it 
may not meet the standards. Cellulose 
insulation manufactured after 
September 7, 1978, must carry the 
following statement on any bag or 
container: 

“Attention: This material meets the 
applicable minimum Federal 
flammability standard. This stan¬ 
dard is based upon laboratory tests 
only which do not represent actual 
conditions which may occur in the 
home.” 
You as a homeowner should specify 

that a contractor only use insulation 
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that is labeled with this statement or 
certify that it meets the standards. 

The proper installation of insula¬ 
tion can be as important to your 
safety as the product itself. Keep 
insulation at least three inches away 
from the sides of any recessed light 
fixture or wiring box near such a fix¬ 
ture. Barrier may be made of wood, 
screen wire or sheet metal. The insula¬ 
tion may trap heat causing smoldering 
and fire. It is important to those who 
already have cellulose insulation in 
attics to check that it is permanently 
kept away from heat producers. 

If you are a do-it-yourself person, 
read the instructions on the package 

Electric bills are up. 
But so are costs for all forms of 

energy. 
By becoming a meter monitor you 

can chart changes in your family’s 
lifestyle that will enable you to live 
within your energy budget. 

Using a chart with each day’s date 
and kwh used, jot down the reading 
on your electric meter. If possible, 
begin your readings on the day you 
read your meter and enter the reading 

carefully before installing the insula¬ 
tion. Do not let insulation block attic 
eave vents. Adequate ventilation helps 
avoid excess moisture buildup. Since 
some fire retardant chemicals may 
irritate the skin, wear protective 
clothing. Wash these clothes separately 
from other clothes. Where possible use 
vapor barrier to prevent moisture 
from getting into the insulation. 

With the help of insulation and 
hoping for a milder winter, we may, 
even with the always increasing cost 
of fuel, enjoy a savings in heating our 
homes. 

Ernie Weber 

on your billing stub which you return 
with your payment. 

Each day read your meter and 
subtract the previous day’s reading 
from the current reading and you have 
the kilowatt-hours used during the 
24-hour period. By adding the daily 
figure into a weekly total and the 
weeks into a monthly total, you can 
see how much power your family 
used—and when—during that monthly 
billing period. 
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For fire safety, keep insulation at least three inches away from the sides 
of any recessed light fixture or wiring box near such a fixture, by building 
some sort of barrier. 

Keep track of your energy use 



Simple home weatherization steps 
can cut your costs 

Homes, both old and new, often 
have many cracks and openings, 

especially around windows and doors. 
Such cracks are heavy heat losers 
during the winter months, and are 
costly during the air conditioning 
season, too. Annoying drafts are 
present near windows or doors which 
need weather stripping. For example, 
most doors are fitted loosely so they 
will open and close smoothly. A crack 
of only one-eighth inch around a 
standard front door lets out as much 
heat as a 28-square-inch hole in the 
wall. 

In a properly insulated home, air 
leakage can account for up to one- 
third of the heating costs; a good 
reason to weather strip and caulk to 
cut down on this energy waste. 

One good thing about caulking is 
that it is an effective way to increase 
the comfort level and save money, and 
requires only a small investment. 
Another is that it is a fairly simple 
project for the average person. 

Caulking should be done wherever 
two different parts of a house meet 
at a stationary joint, such as around 

windows, doors, foundation sills, 
chimneys, water faucets, vents, 
electrical outlets and pipes. 

There are several kinds of caulking 
compounds available, and the prices 
vary widely. Generally, the long suit 
of the more expensive caulks is that 
they last longer, so you do not have 
to do the job very often. 

Caulking compounds are available 
in standardized 11-ounce cartridges, 
each of which will draw a one- 
quarter-inch bead 25 feet long. 

While shopping for caulking, keep 
in mind the following characteristics 
about various compounds: 

Elastomeric caulks—includes 

silicones, polysulfides and poly¬ 
urethanes. They are relatively easy to 
apply, give a neat bead, stick to most 
building surfaces, are long lasting and 
do not harden, so they will expand 
and contract slightly with the building. 
They are in the higher-cost range. 
Some require primers on porous 
surfaces, and some will accept paint 
while others will not. You will need to 
read the instructions on the label to be 
sure. 

Latex, butyl or polyvinyl base 
caulks—easy to apply, bond to most 
surfaces, are moderately durable, in 
medium price range. Acrylic latex 
in premium grade is recommended for 
most applications. 

Oil and resin-base caulks—readily 
available; bond to wood, masonry 
and metal. Their short (2-3 year) 
lifespan makes them less desirable than 
others, but they are the lowest in cost. 

Lead-base caulk is not recom¬ 
mended. 

If you need to fill a large gap, you 
may need to stuff in filler before 
applying the caulking compound. 
Oakum rope, caulking cotton, sponge 
rubber, fiberglass or self-sticking 
caulking cord should be used to fill 
extra wide cracks. Insulation scraps 
may also be used for this purpose. 

To install caulking, clean the 
area of chipping or flaking paint, dirt 
and deteriorated caulk before applying 
the new caulk. Stuff filler in extra 
wide cracks as needed. Lay a firm bead 
which overlaps both sides of the crack 
for a tight seal and firm adherence to 
the substrate. Rough beads can be 
smoothed out or squeegeed off with a 
moistened finger tip. 

There are several methods of 
weather stripping doors, ranging from 
applying adhesive-backed foam rubber 

to removing the door and cutting off 
part of it to install sophisticated 
devices. While the more complex 
methods offer advantages of more 
effectiveness or very long life, they 
may require installation by a car¬ 
penter. 

Adhesive- backed foam is very 

r 
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To: A.I.E.C. Publications 

P. O. Box 3787 

Springfield, Illinois 62708 

Please mail me   copies of the publication 

“Home Weatherization” 

(For each copy, enclose $1.00 to cover the cost of the 

book and pay postage and handling.) 

Please Print Name    

Mailing Address      

City   State Zip   
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Tucker's Comers 
(Continued from page 9) 

looks much the same as it did back 
when Tucker opened it as a Cities 
Service dealer back during World 
War II. The front porch has been 
enclosed and a lean-to added to 
one side, but nothing else has changed 

much. The Cities Service clover gave 

way to the Humble sign, which was 
replaced by Enco. “We’re Exxon 
now,” Tucker notes. 

After three decades of aging, the 
little crossroads community now 
seems to enjoy the peaceful sedateness 
of being firmly in the back-water of 
things. Tucker notes that one old 
custom went by the boards years ago. 
No longer does the mail carrier stop by 
in his Model A Ford every day for his 
customary fifty cents worth of gaso¬ 
line, nor do the big oil rigs stop in, 
bringing in their hungry workers. 

Looking back on his three decades 
in the little crossroads town, Tucker 
says, “I had a little store, just 18 by 24 
feet, but it did a pretty good business 
for its size. Tucker’s Corners is a nice 
little place.” 

The Miles 
Home Becipe 

Ingredients: 
• Pre-cut materials • No big downpayment 
• Blueprints • Low monthly payments while building 
• Step-by-step instructions • 3 full years to build 

Mix all ingredients on your favorite lot (it may not have to be fully paid for) 
Add in plenty of patience, spare time and top it off with pride You’ve done it1 

You've home-made your very own home with the Miles-Build-lt-Yourself Recipe 

Mail coupon today for full details on how you can cook up your own home, 
and start a better life Allow 4 weeks for delivery or send $1 00 for priority 
handling. ™ M H M M 

B Sena me you* FREE Great Homes Idea BOOK 

MILES HOMES Dept IL-31 
There's a representative near you. 

Phone: 
In N.IL: 
In IM. Cen IL: 
I n S. Cen IL : 
In SW IL: 
In SEIL: 

(815) 544 0254 
(309) 267 7919 
(217) 625-7754 
(314) 285 3486 
(618) 994 2836 

Miles Homes; 
-Z'P- 

County _ 

Phone ( 

The do-h-yourtelfers trlend. 
I plan to do □ an or □ part of the work 

$1 00 enclosed for priority handling 

1979’s biggest farm bargain. Call free! 

l-800-241-8444(Si-t3331,1 

Price 

Celebration 

Includes: 
Aluminum roof and sides 
(2) 20' x 13' end doors 
(1) 3' x 6'8" entry door 
(6) 3' x 9' skylights 
(Additional lengths available 
in 18' increments) 

(Subject to mileage limitations 
and crew availability) 

Price good through September 30,1979 

Call the Leader today 
for celebration savings! 

Celebration Savings... 
Call Now! 
For over 125 years, the Wickes Corporation has been building 
customer confidence. The kind of confidence you’ll enjoy in 
owning our special commemorative building. 

This sturdy, off-peak structure provides maximum space for years 
of dependable, weathertight storage service. And now, through 
September 30,1979, it's specially priced! 

Celebrate the Wickes 125th Anniversary with big savings. Give us 
a toll-free call; you’ll be amazed at how easy it is to match your 
farm storage needs with literally hundreds of 
professionally-engineered designs from America's storage 

t leader.. .Wickes Buildings. 

Wickes 
Buildings 
A Division of the Wickes Corporation 
General Offices: P.O. Box 41070 
2410 Executive Drive • Indianapolis, IN 46241 

1854-1979 
V Wickes 
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Norris Electric News 

Manager's 
Comments 

by 

Damon Williams 

August lays upon the land and we 
know summer is beginning to wear 
thin. There is a smell of smoke in the 
air like fall was knocking at the door. 
The grapes get ripe — big, fat, juicy, 
bursting black ones, some are white 
that are chokingly sweet — and you 
eat and stuff yourself until you are 
ready to pop. The cicadas are singing 
their eternal song of death. It is a 
moody time, a lonely time, and you 
know it when you see the trees hold 
the fog early in the morning. The mar¬ 
tins leave and a golden horde of 
warblers from the north slip through. 

It also tells us, this special time of 
the year, that fall is just around the 
corner and another heating season is 
upon us. Heat — with its eternal 
problem since man built the first fire 
more eons ago than any of us can 
begin to imagine. It is here and it is 
time to plan for it. Irregardless of what 
type of heat you use, be it oil, gas or 
electric, the only answer for a cheaper 
way of heating is insulate, insulate, 
insulate. The ultimate in insulating 
would be to have it insulated to the 
point where if you lit a lantern it 
would heat your whole home. I doubt 
if any of us does that and although 
some of the experts tell us that you 
can overinsulate, I don’t believe it. 
Lots of insulation is the answer to 
cheaper heating bills. If you don’t 
know the answer, come to Norris 
Electric and we will help you in any 
way that we can and give you the 
information that we think is best 
irregardless of what you heat with. 

We in this country have an energy 
problem. We know it, irregardless of 
what some outsider might think. We 
knew it before some of them did. 
All we have to do is watch our ever 
increasing bills go up on oil, gas or 
electricity and we know something is 
wrong. In order to compensate for this 
on our heating bills, there are a couple 
of things we can do. Make sure our 
homes are safely air tight, the other is 
to insulate, insulate, insluate. Watch 
and see in the future how many people 
go underground. That will not be a 
phenomenon as it exists today but 
eventually will be a common practice 
wherever the lay of the ground allows 
one to build a portion of his house 
similar to a root cellar. 

But “build up.” Before long school 
will start and you will hear a football 
being thumped around. These are signs 
of the time and there will always be 
change. 

Did you know that 30 
percent of your electric bill 

is caused by regulations? 
That's right. Environmental The Federal Clean Air, Water 

regulations add about 30 percent Pollution Control, National 
to the cost of your electricity. Environmental Policy, Surface 

Mining Control and Reclamation 
Acts and the Illinois Environmental 

Protection Acts are the primary laws 
responsible for this increase in consumers' 

electric bills. Some well-meaning legislation was needed to correct past abuses of air 
and water uses. Much more was enacted in haste, responding to emotional appeals 
from a vocal minority of environmental pressure groups. Stilted court 
interpretations and a preponderance of agency regulations have added further to 
higher costs for electric consumers. 

Because of environmental overregulation, about 25 to 35 cents of every dollar 
spent on construction of coal-fired power plants today is spent for environmental 
protection. Coupled with required operating costs, that's a high price for 
environmental controls — many of questionable value.. .and as always, the 
consumer pays the bill. 

Electric cooperative leaders believe there should be balance between 
reasonable environmental safeguards and basic needs of consumers for affordable 
electricity. Legislation to reverse the adverse economic impact of overly strict 
environmental regulations could help put major domestic energy sources — coal 
and uranium — to work now, while developing wind, water and solar energy, to 
minimize future energy costs to electric consumers. 

This is 
important 

in reporting 
outages 

OFFICE HOURS: 8:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday 
Closed Saturday and Sunday. Phone: 
Area code 618-783-2358 

To report an outage after office 
hours or on Saturdays, Sundays or 
holidays call—783-2358 first. 

If no answer, dial 783-3221 
783-2059 

or Lawrenceville area 943-4373 
or Claremont area 869-2338 

Please—When reporting an outage 
have your line and account number 
ready. You will find it in the lower 
left hand corner of your meter 
reading card. 
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Country fun in the 
summer time 

The Holy Cross Parish Picnic in Wendelin on August 
5 was enjoyed by both young and old alike. Their dinner 
was as good as ever with deep fried chicken, mashed 
potatoes, beef gravy, dressing, green beans, slaw, tomatoes 
and homemade pies. There was over sixteen hundred 
meals served that day. 

During the afternoon there was entertainment for all 
with German Folk Band, Country Western music and 
carnival rides. There also was a fancy stand full of hand 
crafts and homemade items. Some were entertained by just 
sitting in the shade visiting with their good neighbors. 

SEPTEMBER 1979 

The community would like to thank Father Bernard 
Goedde and committee for their splendid job. Those on 
the committee were: Gary Fehrenbacher, Herman Kistner, 
Steve Iffert, Henry Klingler, Frances Kessler, Arlene Volk, 
Gerry Carter and Georgianna Weber. In addition to these 
people would be close to 150 families who all pitched 
in and did an excellent job. The community spirit and 
cooperation continues to make this project the success 
that it is. Were you there? 

Ernie Weber 
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Simple. Get the facts from 
America’s leading farm builder . 
Wickes Buildings (and keep the dime). 

We’ve made it easy. One toll-free call will get you 
money-saving information on America’s largest 
selection of top-flight agricultural buildings. Pick 
and choose from hundreds of different floor-plans 
and option packages for livestock, utility and 
machinery storage. All designed by licensed 
professional engineers. All backed by our 5 
year warranty. 

Superior workmanship. Superior construction 
materials. Superior selection, for the exact 
custom-tailored building you need. That’s the 
easy way to keep ’em all down on the farm! 

Start your savings today. For more money-saving 
information just pick up your phone and call the 
Leader. . . Wickes Buildings. Dial toll-free 
1-800-241-8444 (Georgia residents call 1-800-241-1333) 
or write: 

Wickes 
Buildings 1854-1979 

V* Wickes 

A division of the Wickes Corporation 
General Offices: P.O. Box 41070 
2410 Executive Drive • Indianapolis, IN 46241 



companies oeneve mat 
you try their products you may con- 

ue to use them. Thanks to special arrange¬ 
ments with national distributors you can 
choose all 100 GIFTS FREE forjust postage 
and handling. Imagine GIFTS 
manufactured by companies like — 

Revlon Johnson & Johnson 
Colgate Palmolive Max Factor 
Hallmark Warner Lambert 
Dupont Clairol 
Hosiery Corp. of America Gillette 
Now these incredible “free to you” gift 

offers have been assembled in the 
remarkable “Inflation-fighters Kit”. 
Through its overflowing “Free Gift Pages” 
you can choose FABULOUS FREE GIFTS 
for the entire family! Here are just a few of 
the surprise gifts we’ve arranged for you to 
receive: 
HEALTH & BEAUTY-Deodorants; 
Shampoos; Moisturizers; Sun Tan Lotions; 
Acne Aids; Pantyhose; Eye Shadows; 

LipsucKs; ivaii rousn; renumes; Lip uioss 

GROCERY PRODUCTS — Salad 
Dressing Mix; Cocktail Mixes; Kitchen 
Cloths; Soaps and Cleansers; Candy 
DRUG STORE PRODUCTS-Feminine 
Hygiene Products; Vitamins; Eye Makeup; 
Skin Cleansers; Lozenges; Combs; 
Toothbrushes; Nail Hardener. 
JEWELRY—Stickpins; Pendants on 14k 
Gold Electroplated Chains; Fashion Combs; 
Barrettes; Bracelets; Adjustable Rings; 
Earrings. 
GIFT & HOUSEHOLD-Thread; 
Buttons; Cleansers; Plants; Seeds; Bulbs; 
Shoe Laces; Pens 
FUN PRODUCTS—Iron On Transfers; 
Patches; Miniature Posters; Greeting Cards 

In addition, your inflation fighting kit is 
crammed full of valuable money-saving tips, 
discount offers, and all the gift offers and 
information you need to be an Inflation 
Fighting Consumer. 

*\ 11 — r\ u1 ciit — scnu luuay IUI yuui 
inflation fighting kit. We can only promise 
you the availability of ALL 100 GIFTS 
offered if you act quickly since many of our 
participating distributors make these 
fabulous offers for a limited quantity and 
period of time. So mail your coupon today. 

® 1978 Inflation fighters Kit Inc 310 Madison Ave NY. NY 10017 

 1 INFLATION FIGHTERS COUPON 
FREE-GIFTS, Dept. FGF-107 

I 310 Madison Ave., New York. N.Y. 10017 
Enclosed is: 

j □ $1.50 plus 50c postage and handling for 
One Inflation Fighters Kit 

I 
□ $3 for Two Kits - ALL DIFFERENT 

PRODUCTS - (We pay all postage and 
handling) (Limit 2 kits per family) 

Name 

Address 

City  

J State. 
^ Canadian Ordeis add $100 extia Div ol Inllalion-FightersJtiMnc Jj 



INorris Electric TVews 

Manager's 
Comments 

by 
Damon Williams 

September is one of those months 
that is neither here nor there. But all 
told, it is not a bad month. It’s just a 
little ahead of the quail shooting 
season. Usually the tourists have got 
off the highways, school starts and 
innumerable young men fall in love 
with innumerable good looking young 

ladies at least a dozen times in one 
given season. The hickory nuts are 
beginning to get ripe and we know 
winter is just around the corner. It’s 
a pretty good time to fish, if you 
know how, and usually somebody 
snags on to a 5 Vi or 6 pound bass 
and then gleefully boasts to all of his 
contemporaries, if they haven’t seen 
the fish, that it weighed at least SVi 
not less than 9, pounds and it took 
him at least 30 minutes to land it. 

These are but signs of the times. 
It shows us that winter with its long, 
cruel fingers is going to reach into our 
lives whether we like it or not. 
September song and sounds are 
but a forewarning of this time to 
come that will be here before we 
know it. It’s a pretty good idea before 
the heavy loads of winter hit our 

What is a Kilowatt Hour? 
A kilowatt-hour (kwh) is the 

unit in which electricity is measured 
as it is used in homes, businesses 
and industries. It is one kilowatt, 
or 1,000 watts, used for one hour. 
For instance, one kilowatt-hour (kwh) 
could power ten 100-watt light bulbs 
for one hour. Consumers are billed 
according to how many kilowatt-hours 
(kwhs) are used in one month, and this 
amount is noted on the electric bill as 
the number of kwh used. 

electric circuits to give them a good 
checking over to see whether or not 
we are in tip-top shape and prepared 
for the added load that winter brings. 
One general rule to follow is to take 
any given load that is on any circuit 
and divide it by the voltage you have 
and you will come up with the amps 
that you are pulling on that circuit. 
For example let’s assume that our 
lighting load is 5,000 watts. You can 
easily determine the amps by adding 
up the wattage of the various light 
bulbs or fluorescents that you use 
and divide by the voltage which 
normally would be 125 volts. If it 
does figure 5,000, divide it by 125 and 
you come up with a figure of 40 
amperes. Now since 40 amperes fuses 
are not made except for special 

purposes, this means that you should 
divide that lighting load into as many 
circuits as possible, preferably 15 amp 
branch circuits or 20 amp at the 
maximum for lighting. 

The same rule can apply to all the 
loads that you have on your system 
and you can rapidly see just exactly 
what kind of an overload you are 
setting yourself up for, preventing 
blown out fuses, heating of wires 
and possibly causing your house to 
burn down above your head. Using the 
figures as provided by utilizing Ohm’s 
Law, this gives us a ready made 
explanation why a 100 ampere circuit 
made up of main switches and fuses 
and with three-wire 250 volts will give 
us somewhere in the neighborhood of 
25,000 watts, give or take a few on 
either side depending upon voltage and 
wire size, etc. If circuits are overloaded 
get them fixed by a good electrician. 
There are many in our area. Take his 
advice and heed his warnings because 
you could save yourself the terrible 
tragedy of having a fire burn your 
house down. 

Just remember the electricity you 
use in your home is only as good as a 
protective device that guards you 
against it. In other words, to put a 
penny behind a fuse or by-pass some 
fuse protection is asking for big 

trouble in a large dose. Believe me, 
you can sure rimrack your house 

or even your life by shortcutting 
and taking unnecessary chances. Get 
a good electrician, keep him on your 
side, make friends with him because 
he could be your best help in the 
event of heavy electrical overload. 

One last bit of warning. Electricity 
is so commonplace that we take it for 
granted. Look up at that power line 
that goes across, or around, or close to 
your ground. To touch it in any way, 
be it with a grain auger, a heavy load 
on a combine, is asking to lose your 
life. It is there and as potentially as 
dangerous as 100 rattlesnakes crawling 
around on your ground and you 
walking barefoot among them. I 
recently heard some wiseacre say, 
“Well, why don’t you put it under¬ 
ground?” The reason is simple. Who is 
going to guarantee that you are not 
going to dig into it with a post auger 
or have it washed out, or some other 
hazard that happens and the wires 
lying right there in front of you. There 
is no guarantee for absolute safety 
where electricity is concerned. Any¬ 
body that tells you otherwise is feed¬ 
ing you a line of “you know what.” 

outages 
OFFICE HOURS: 8:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday 
Closed Saturday and Sunday. Phone: 
Area code 618-783-2358 

To report an outage after office 
hours or on Saturdays, Sundays or 
holidays call—783-2358 first. 

If no answer, dial 783-3221 
783-2059 

or Lawrenceville area 943-4373 
or Claremont area 869-23 38 

Please—When reporting an outage 
have your line and account number 
ready. You will find it in the lower 
left hand corner of your meter 
reading card. 
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Correct information important when 
reporting outages 

Storm season is here, with the 
inevitable lightning and wind that 
damages trees and poles and trans¬ 
formers and causes your electricity to 
go off. 

Be prepared. Keep the cooperative 
telephone numbers and your own line 
and account number in a place where 
they can be found easily. When 
reporting your service interruption, 
please give the operator your line 

number, which are the letters and 
numbers under your name and address 
on your meter reading card. 

The line number tells the main¬ 
tenance supervisor your exact location 
and he can dispatch a crew. 

If you see trees across the line, a 
wire down, or any other trouble on 
the line, please report the trouble 
when you call and it will help the 
linemen to restore your service in less 

time than if he had to drive many 
miles to locate the trouble. 

This cooperative provides electric 
service to more than 14,000 members 
and it is surprising how many names 
on the file are exactly the same, even 
though they may live at opposite parts 
of the cooperative area. That is the 
reason it is so important to report 
your line number when reporting your 
electricity is off. 

Operating statistics 
1975 1976 1977 1978 

New service connected 509 542 504 487 

Miles of line energized 3,585 3,608 3,635 3,659 
Service connected 12/31 13,251 13,616 13,980 14,292 
KWH purchased 189,396,969 

r^4 
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 213,327,150 230,021,541 

Average kwh/mo./consumer 1,100 1,120 1,173 1,215 
Total investment in utility plant 12,700,792 13,465,925 14,404,241 15,291,910 
Number of full time employees 12/31 64 65 65 66 
Substations 24 25 25 25 
Total substation kva capacity 43,250 49,500 55,500 59,000 

When Yon Convert to Electric Heating, Plan to Save 
on Operating Costs 

If you’ve decided to convert to electric heating for 
its healthful comfort and the savings on cleaning, 
redecorating and maintenance, remember that there’s 
a right way to go about it. 

• FIRST CHECK with your Rural Electric system. 
There are many sizes and types of electric heating 
equipment. The right equipment makes a difference. 

• ASK ABOUT INSULATION. The right insu¬ 
lation, good storm doors and windows, and good 
weather stripping mean greater heating efficiency and 
lower operating costs. 

Your Rural Electric friends can give you many 
money saving, electric saving hints. Electricity is too 
good to waste. 
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WILD GINSENG 
ROOT WANTED 

Top prices paid. Checks mailed 
same day shipment received. 
Write for price list. St. Louis 
Commission Co., Dept. 2, 
4157 N. Kingshighway, St. 
Louis, Mo. 63115 

If Ruptured 
TRY THIS OUT 

Modem Protection Provides Great 
Comfort and Holding' Security 

An “eye-opening” revelation in sensi¬ 
ble and comfortable reducible rupture 
protection may be yours for the asking, 
without cost or obligation. Full details 
of the new and different Rice Support 
will be sent you Free. Here’s a Support 
that has brought joy and comfort to 
thousands—by releasing them from 
Trusses that bind and cut. Designed to 
securely hold a rupture up and in where 
it belongs and yet give freedom of body 
and genuine comfort. For full informa¬ 
tion—write today! WIRRIAM S. RICE, 
liio.. ADAMS, A. Y., 13605 DEPT. QV 

UPPER & LOWER 

• HIGH QUALITY AT 
BUDGET PRICES 

• SAME DAY SERVICE 

• FITTED BY LICENSED 
DENTIST 

• WILL ACCEPT INSURANCE 
AND MEDICARE PAYMENTS 

• COMPLETE DENTAL 
SERVICES OFFERED 

IF YOU ARE TRAVELING 
THROUGH MISSOURI STOP 
AND VISIT ON YOUR WAY. 
FREE RV HOOKUPS. CALL OR 
WRITE TODAY FOR FREE 
DETAILS. 

MID-AMERICA 

Denture 
Clinic 
Frederick C. Lauer, D O S. . 

Bus. Loop 1-44 West, Rt. 3, Box 19-C 
Ml. Vernon, MO 65712 (417) 466-7196 

HUNDREDS OF SATISFIED 
PATIENTS FROM 

CALIFORNIA TO NEW YORK 
FROM WISCONSIN TO TEXAS. 

(30"% ANNIVERSARY 
1949-1979 

WC DUILD OLD-FASHIONCD 
CRAFTSMANSHIP INTO 
YOUR NCW HOMC. 
No pre-fab or pre-cut with Nordaas American Homes. 
We build your home the old fashioned way, board-by¬ 
board, with expert crews to do the construction. 
What's more we’ll build to your plan or any of the 1001 
plans you select from our files. Free plan service, free 
delivery of materials within 1200 miles, big discounts 
on furnishings and appliances. Send coupon or 
phone collect for color brochure and list of quality 
standards. 

NORDAAS AMERICAN HOMES 
Minnesota Lake, MN 56068, Dept. 1281-JJ 

Phone: (507) 462-3331 

Name _ 

Address 
(Please Print) 

City _ 

Phone 

HTCCvs S2,000 OFF 
AZTEC FARM BUILDINGS 

INTRODUCTORY OFFER 

•DISCOUNT BASED ON SIZES ALREADY MANUFACTURED 

FIRST COME. 
FIRST QUALIFIED. 

FIRST SOLD ! I 
WE NEED DISPLAY 
BUILDINGS IN 
CERTAIN PARTS OF 
YOUR STATE. IF 
YOU QUALIFY, YOU 
CAN SAVE UP TO 
$2,000. ON THE 
PRICE OF AN ALL 
STEEL AZTEC FARM 
BUILDING. 

for immediate response call TOLL FREE 

AZTEC STEEL BUILDINGS 
401 East Prospect Avenue, Mount Prospect, Illinois 60056 
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about 40 percent over the loss with 
single glass only. Insulating glass 

(double pane plus one-quarter-inch to 

one-half inch air space) plus storm 

windows may reduce the single glass 
loss rate by 60 percent. 

But this still leaves a relatively 

enormous loss rate when compared to 

the loss through walls, even uninsulated 
walls. Put another way, a one-quarter 
inch thickness of plywood is nine 

times better an insulator than a 
one-quarter inch thickness of glass. 

INVENTORY ADJUSTMENT SPECIAL! 

PILOT'S GLASSES AT 
UNBELIEVABLE PRICES! 

ONUT 

$6.95 
• Impact Resistant 
• Handcrafted 
• Polished Glass Lenses 
• Hardened Metal Frames 
• Money Back Guarantee 
Send check or money order (plus $1.00 for postage 
and handling) to United States Optics. Dept. 383, P.O. 
Box 14206 Atlanta, GA 30324. (Specify gold or silver 
frames.) SPECIAL: Order now and get TWO PAIR for 
$13 plus one dollar handling charge. Ten-day. money- 
back guarantee. 

FREE! During this limited offer. 
Deluxe velour lined protective case. A $3.00 value. 

LIMITED OFFER FROM U.S. OPTICS 

form & ranch 
INSURANCE 

Our insurance can help prevent finan¬ 
cial disaster or crippling losses. 

Cover your home and personal property, 
farm buildings, farm and personal 
legal liability, plus many other special 
coverages and options available. 

National 
■■■ Farmers Union 

u Property and Casualty Company 

SEE YOUR LOCAL AGENT OR CONTACT OUR STATE OFFICE AT (217) 793-0090, 
1045 OUTER PARK DRIVE 321, SPRINGFIELD. ILLINOIS 62704.  

EVERY HOME CAN NOW HA VE HOT WA TER HEA T 

WITHOUT PLUMBING AT LOW COSTAND 

00 AWAY FOREVER WITH GAS AND OIL PROBLEMS 

Here's luxurious, soft, gentle, floor-to-ceiling 
warmth — in coldest weather — that only 
hot water can produce. By electricity. Eco¬ 
nomically. Without cold floors, drafts or 
too-hot, too-cold periods. It's safe, clean, 
quiet, no polluting fumes or ashes. 

The INTERTHERM Hot Water Electric Base¬ 
board Heating System Costs Less to Install 
than Central Heating — No Maintenance. 
Because there's no boiler, burner, furnace, 
pipes, ducts, flues, chimney, blower or fuel 
tank. Let us give you facts. 
FREE! So Easy To Have in Your Home. 
For a single hard-to-heat room to an entire 
home, apartment, condominium or com¬ 
mercial building send today for free brochure 
with full details, prices and nearest whole¬ 
sale distributor from whom these heaters 
are available at a cost so low you will be 
amazed. 

IIMTERTHERM INC.; Dept. LL-109 

3800 Park Ave. St. Louis, Mo. 63110 
Manufactured by INTERTHERM INC., 3800 Park Ave , St. Louis, Mo 63110 

For new as well as exist¬ 
ing home, apartments, 
condominums, offices, 
other buildings and single, 
hard-to-heat rooms. 

Permanent Systems for Entire Homes 

- Portable Models for Single Rooms 

Almost 2,000,000 Sold Already. 

How It Operates Economically. Each INTER¬ 
THERM Heater contains a permanently- 
sealed-in electric heating element and a water- 
antifreeze solution. Electricity heats the 
water-antifreeze — which, in turn, heats the 
room. Then shuts off by a pre-set thermostat. 
The water-antifreeze continues heating the 
room with the electricity off — saving 
electricity. 

MAIL COUPON FOR FULL INFORMATION! 

INTERTHERM INC.; Dept LL-109 ( 314 ) 771 2410 
3800 Park Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 63110 

O Please send me FREE Brochure with full de¬ 
tails, prices and nearest wholesale distributor 
from whom these heaters are available at low 
cost. 

Name   Phone  

Address  Zip  

City  State  

INTERTHERM 
HOT WATER ELECTRIC 
JASEBOARD HEATING, 

E-5099 
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By Damon Williams 

We Americans are lucky. Nowhere 
in all the world does nature burst forth 
with such brilliant banners in autumn 
as it does in the hardwood forests of 
North America. It is the greatest show 
on earth. In most sections it normally 
begins in early September when the 
frost signals the color cohorts to 
prepare their spectaculars. Anyone 
that has hunted deer in the early 
season in Colorado or Wyoming knows 
the translucent, golden beauty that the 
aspens come forth with at this time. 
But as beautiful as they are, the golden 
aspens are not the main show. The 

“Big Act” takes place in the great 

On November 11, 1918, at solemn 
ceremonies attended by some 100,000 
people at Arlington National 
Cemetery, President Harding dedicated 
the tomb in which America’s unknown 
soldier is buried. The monument bears 
this inscription: Here rests in honored 
glory an American soldier known but 
to God. 

So, what is a veteran and why the 
honors? 

Answer: A life, now past, that 
included training and fighting and 
sometimes dying. 

To the veteran, returning to civilian 
life meant planning, learning more, 
working, raising a family, and paying 
taxes. 

For what? 
For living under a system of laws 

that assures each person the maximum 
degree of freedom. 

hardwood regions of the northern 
states and right in our own Midwest. It 
starts in the Ozarks and spreads to the 
Appalachians and northward to New 
England and into Canada. Some of the 
most beautiful colors I have ever 
personally witnessed lie in the sugar 

maples of northern Michigan and 
southern Canada. There the flaming 
fall revue presents a climax of color 
which spreads literally buckets of 
brilliance on the forest foliage such as 
no artist that ever lived, or will ever 
live, can produce with a brush and 
a palette. 

Other countries do not have such 
scenery. Northern Europe and Asia 
have hardwood trees but they do not 
turn red and orange and purple to 
contrast with the emerald greens of 
the pine and spruces. Only in North 
America does nature put on such a 
color show. This is because the hard- 

The veteran understood his duties 
and did them because he wanted to 
keep his rights. 

But Americans who are not 
veterans have the same rights and 
similar duties. 

One duty, it would seem, is to 
honor those who helped preserve those 
rights. 

CPA firm audits 

Norris Electric records 

The records of this cooperative 
were audited by the firm of Bennett 
and Middendorf, Ltd., Certified Public 
Accountants, Quincy, Illinois. 

We received an excellent report and 
we are very proud of our employees 
and their fine work. 

wood regions of Europe and Asia 
often have too much rain in the fall 
season to make good color in the 
leaves. So we lucky Americans, when 
autumn comes, head for the hills and 
enjoy the show. 

The best color comes in seasons 
when there is an abrupt change from 
hot summer temperatures to low 
autumn temperatures that make one 
think of frost and the crinkling of 
persimmons. But it is not essential, 
this frost, regardless of the old wives’ 
tales. In fact, the early frost and wet, 
cloudy weather will mark the end of 
the red and purple pigments from 
forming. Then browns and yellows will 
be dominant. 

This is one of the best times of the 
year. It is beautiful and lovely and 
lonely and each of us should enjoy it 
in his own particular way. So happy 
fall watching! 

Th Is Important 

In Reporting 

Outages 

OFFICE HOURS: 8:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday 
Closed Saturday and Sunday. Phone: 
Area code 618-783-2358 

To report an outage after office 
hours or on Saturdays, Sundays or 
holidays call—783-2358 first. 

If no answer, dial 783-3221 
783-2059 

or Lawrenceville area 943-4373 
or Claremont area 869-2338 

Please—When reporting an outage 
have your line and account number 
ready. You will find it in the lower 
left hand corner of your meter 
reading card. 

Veteran’s Day-November 11 
to honor those who served 
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JAS 

Bob and Charlene Stovall and 
family reside near Hardinsville on a 
farm purchased in 1975 from the Lyle 
Paddick family. The house was built 
in 1896 by the Baldwin family. 

The Ambraw River flows through 
the farm, making a beautiful scene 
among the wandering hills and giant 
blue valley. The whippoorwills call can 
take you back to childhood days. 

Bob farms 2000 acres in the area 
known as the Greenbriar Bottoms 
south of Oblong, owned by Elmer 
Townsend, Dr. Tom Spencer and 
Judge George Kasserman, all of 
Newton. To some this area is 
remembered as the best quail country 
a hunter ever set a dog on and Bob will 
always be remembered as a crack quail 
shot. 

This year Bob has all cropland in 
production of certified seed beans, 
growing them for Behiner & Kissner of 
Olney and Schultz Seed Co. of 
Dieterich. Except for the few years 
that he was a general contractor, he 
has devoted his life to farming. The 
skills he acquired during the years as a 
contractor are evident in the lovely 
brick home he has under construction. 

In addition to farming 2000 acres, 
they have recently gone into partner¬ 
ship with Lowell Fielder of Oblong 
and purchased registered polled here- 
fords. They plan on raising registered 
cattle and with the help of auctioneer 
Art Schackmann, will be selling them 
at their own production cattle 
auctions. 

This would seem to be enough to 
keep them occupied, but not so. 
Bob and Charlene are known nation¬ 
wide as being collectors, buyers 
and sellers of antiques. 

There seems to be a never ending 
need or desire among Americans 
for ownership of antiques. This is one 
of the few ways of retaining things of 
the past and recalling the good old 
days. 

They recently purchased an estate, 
and its entirety was moved to their 
farm for auction last September 13. 
The sale, which lasted for over ten 
hours and was handled by auctioneer 
Art Schackmann, of Newton, had 

strong competitive bidding from the 
crowd of over seven hundred. There 
were many high lights of the auction 
with record prices from $1,250.00 for 
a walnut corner cupboard to a gold 
thimble for $77.50. Other antique 
auctions are planned for November 13 

of this year and April of 1980. 
It was indeed a very interesting visit 

to the Bob Stovall home and receiving 
first hand, the history of antique 
items. 

By Ernie Weber 

In the top photo. Bob and Charlene stand in front of their house, which shows 
his handiwork. Above, a spinning wheel was among the many items for sale at a 
recent auction. 

Blue Valley Farm 
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McDonald new IVEC manager 
NON-ELECTRIC 

MYLUMINUM HEAT SHEET 
RADIATES BODY HEAT 

TO KEEP YOU WARM! 

 MAIL THIS NO-RISK COUPON TODAY  1 
SHEET 

ELECTRICITY 
•NO COSTLY FUEL 
•NO BATTERIES 
• NO WIRES 
•NO POWER COSTS 

NOW — a miracle of technological development in 
AEROSPACE INSULATION to protect astronauts from 
the incredible cold of outer space — MYLUMINUM 
HEAT SHEETS — defy bitter, all-winter, nighttime cold 

let you sleep luxuriously in a cozy toasty-warm bed as 
if you had used an electric blanket! 

Practically weightless — actually lighter than your 
regular bed linens which fit over it — the MYLUMINUM 
HEAT SHEET is made from a New Miracle Mylar — a 
soft, thermal/aluminum-like fabric that blocks out the 
cold. YET INSTANTLY ALLOWS THE NORMAL 98,6° 
BODY TEMPERATURE TO REFLECT AND RADIATE 
ITS OWN WARMTH RIGHT BACK TO YOU! No need for 
heavy blankets or comforters — a lightweight cover will 
do. 

MYLUMINUM HEAT SHEETS are stain resistant. 
Make sure every size bed in your house has one Try the 
MYLUMINUM SHEET and stay warm every night while 
your thermostat is turned down. Prove it without risk. If 
you're not warmly pleased, return it within 14 days for 
your purchase price refund (less postage & handling, of 
course). MYLUMINUM HEAT SHEETS make wonderful 
house-warming gifts, too. Special savings on extras. 
Order today and take advantage of our FABULOUS 
LOW PRICE! 

. ENCORE HOUSE, Dept. DNT-7 
Roberts Lane, Glen Head. N Y. 11545 

YES! I want to take advantage of your fabulous LOW 
PRICE. Please RUSH me the Incredible space-age 
MYLUMINUM HEAT SHEET(s) ordered below: 

Fill In quantity desired. 

_(»110) Twin-Size only $4 95; 2 for $8 95 

.(#120) Queen-Size only $6 95; 2 for $11 95 

.(#130) King-Size only $7.95; 2 for $12.95 

Total number sheets ordered 

Please add Si postage & handling tor one sheet 
Si 50 for two S3 for four 

I understand that if I m not fully satisfied with my 
order I may return it within 14 days for a complete 
refund of my purchase price (less postage & handling 
of course) 

Amount enclosed S (NY residents please 
add sales tax) No C O D s please 

CHARGE IT! □ VISA Exp 

□ Master Charge Date   

Credit Card « 

Name   

Lc City 

Thomas R. McDonald, interim 
general manager of Illinois Valley 

Electric Cooperative since August 6, 
has been named general manager of 
the Princeton-based electric 
distribution cooperative. 

McDonald replaces M. M. Jontz 
of Princeton, who retired effective 

August 10, after 21 years 
service as manager of Illinois Valley. 
Prior to his appointment in 1958, the 
Princeton native was general foreman 
for the cooperative. 

McDonald retired on October 6, 
1978, after a 28-year career with the 
Rural Electrification Administration. 
At the time of his retirement, he was 
the assistant administrator for the 
electric program, assisting the REA 
administrator in conducting the rural 
electric loan program on a national 
basis. 

A native of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 
McDonald graduated from Marquette 
University, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, in 
1949 with a degree in electrical 
engineering. In 1955 he received a law 
degree from Blackstone College of 
Law in Chicago. He is a registered 

professional engineer. He joined the 
REA staff as an engineering trainee 
in January 1950, and served in various 

capacities throughout the nation, 
including 10 years in field positions. 
He was an assistant power supply 
officer for six years and in 1970 was 
appointed chief of the Engineering 
Branch, North Central Area—Electric. 
The North Central Area includes 
Illinois, Wisconsin, Ohio and Iowa. 

Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
provides electric service to more than 
5,500 member-owners residing in 
Knox, Bureau, Putnam, Stark, Lasalle, 
Marshall and Kendall counties. 

Former REA official 

McDonald selected 
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EVERY HOME CAN NOW HA VE HOT WA TER HEA T 

WITHOUT PLUMBING AT LOW COSTAND 

DO AWAY FOREVER WITH GAS AND OH PROBLEMS 

Here's luxurious, soft, gentle, floor-to-ceiling 
warmth — in coldest weather — that only 
hot water can produce. By electricity. Eco¬ 
nomically. Without cold floors, drafts or 
too-hot, too-cold periods. It's safe, clean, 
quiet, no polluting fumes or ashes. 
The INTERTHERM Hot Water Electric Base¬ 
board Heating System Costs Less to Install 
than Central Heating — No Maintenance 
Because there's no boiler, burner, furnace, 
pipes, ducts, flues, chimney, blower or fuel 
tank. Let us give you facts. 
FREE! So Easy To Have in Your Home. 
For a single hard-to-heat room to an entire 
home, apartment, condominium or com¬ 
mercial building send today for free brochure 
with full details, prices and nearest whole¬ 
sale distributor from whom these heaters 
are available at a cost so low you will be 
amazed. 

INTERTHERM INC.; Dept. LL-119 

3800 Park Ave. St. Louis, Mo. 63110 
Manufactured by INTERTHERM INC.. 3800 Park Ave., St. Louts, Mo. 63110 

For new as well as exist¬ 
ing home, apartments, 
condominums, offices, 
other buildings and single, 
hard-to-heat rooms. 

Permanent Systems for Entire Homes 

- Portable Models for Single Rooms 

Almost 2,000,000 Sold Already. 

How It Operates Economically. Each INTER¬ 
THERM Heater contains a permanently- 
sealed-in electric heating element and a water- 
antifreeze solution. Electricity heats the 
water-antifreeze — which, in turn, heats the 
room. Then shuts off by a pre-set thermostat. 
The water-antifreeze continues heating the 
room with the electricity off - saving 
electricity. 

MAIL COUPON FOR FULL INFORMATION! 

INTERTHERM INC.; Dept LL-99 (314) 771 2410 
3800 Park Ave.; St. Louis, Mo. 63110 

dl Please send me FREE Brochure with full de- 
tails, prices and nearest wholesale distributor 
from whom these heaters are available at low 
cost. 

  Phone  Name   

Address . 

City   

Zip 

form & ranch 
INSURANCE 

Our insurance can help prevent finan¬ 
cial disaster or crippling losses. 

Cover your home and personal property, 
farm buildings, farm and personal 
legal liability, plus many other special 
coverages and options available. 

National 
Farmers Union 
Property and Casualty Company 

HEARING AIDS 
SAVE $200 

AII-in-the-Ear Aid will help 

you hear and understand! 
Try 30 days before you buy! 
No sajesman. Free catalog! 

RHODES. Dept. 109-V Brookport. ILL 62910 

DELUXE FOLDING SCISSORS 79C 
An open & shut case of convenience. Quality 
steel blades, cushioned plastic handles, ingen¬ 
iously engineered to fold to absolutely safe 3" 
size to slip easily into pocket, purse, sewing kit, 
first aid kit, glove compartment, tackle box, 
etc. Great for in-store coupon clipping. Vinyl 
case included. A great value at only 79* Pr., 
2 Pr. $1.50, 6 Pr. $4.25, 1 Dz. $7.95 ppd. Fund 
Raisers write for quantity prices. Money-back 
guarantee. Pis. allow up to 6 wks. for delivery. 

TWO BROTHERS, INC. Dept. FS-516 

808 Washington St. Louis, Mo. 63101 

UPPER & LOWER 
DENTURES 

SEE YOUR LOCAL FARMERS UNION AGENT OR CONTACT ONE OF OUR DISTRICT 
OFFICES: SPRINGFIELD (217)528-8418, MT. VERNON (618)242-6498.  

TOTAL COST FOR BOTH 

• HIGH QUALITY AT 
BUDGET PRICES 

• SAME DAY SERVICE 

• FITTED BY LICENSED 
DENTIST 

• WILL ACCEPT INSURANCE 
AND MEDICARE PAYMENTS 

• COMPLETE DENTAL 
SERVICES OFFERED 

IF YOU ARE TRAVELING 
THROUGH MISSOURI STOP 
AND VISIT ON YOUR WAY. 
FREE RV HOOKUPS. CALL OR 
WRITE TODAY FOR FREE 
DETAILS. 

MID-AMERICA 

Denture 
Clinic 
Frederick C. Lauer, D.D S 

Bus. Loop 1-44 West, Rt. 3, Box 19-C 
Mt. Vernon, M0 65712 (417) 466-7196 

HUNDREDS OF SATISFIED 
PATIENTS FROM 

CALIFORNIA TO NEW YORK 
FROM WISCONSIN TO TEXAS. 
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Manager's Comments 
By Damon Williams 

November comes. It is one of those 
months when the skies are about 
the color of putty and the wind bores 
holes in you. You shiver and shake 
in the morning when you get up. 
There’s a little feeling of snow in the 
air and the clouds are very low. The 
fields lay brown and desolate under a 
sky filled with gray. It is hunting time 
and most men who like to hunt feel an 
irrestible urge of instincts that have 
stirred in men since time began. 

This is the way it should be. Don’t 
let anybody tell you that age doesn’t 
make a difference. That is the biggest 
bunch of “baloney” I ever heard in my 
life. It does make a difference. Any¬ 
body that says it doesn’t is dreaming 
through his hat. That’s enough of that 
business. 

Let’s talk about the coming winter 
and what we can expect. Last summer 
we were subjected to the worst rain¬ 
storm ever in our history which was a 
direct stepchild of one of the hur¬ 
ricanes that bulled its way through the 
Mississippi Valley and the Gulf of 
Mexico. People were without current 

in extremely high humidity and heat 
for periods up to six weeks. I know 
because we were asked to send help in 
any way we could to these stricken 
places. When I heard about it, I 

thought of our desolation that we 
experienced in the last ice storm. 
Although the cold was bitter, I’ve got 
a sneaking idea that those people 
suffered more-from the lack of 
refrigeration, deep freezes, ice boxes, 
lights and food spoilage--than we did 
here. The people in our communities 
pitched in and helped one another and 

we whipped it best we could. We 
should be very proud of ourselves. The 
American farmer and the people who 
live in our rural communities are 
resourceful, inventive and good 
people. That is something I believe. 
Although a farmer’s life becomes ever 
more complex, the same as a lineman’s 
life or a Co-op Manager’s life, some¬ 
how we manage to survive and exist. 
Strangely enough, the keynote of most 
rural residents is a great sense of 
humor. And that makes us all have 
better lives. 

It will pass 
Instant happiness! 
The “trick” to attain it is so simple 

it’s commonly overlooked as we search 
for a complex solution to an 
apparently unattainable goal. 

We say we would be happy “if”-if 
we had more money, if we lived 
elsewhere, if we were doing a different 
job, if we were the boss, and countless 
other “ifs.” 

The truth is that when any of these 
“ifs” is realized it makes very little 
difference in our quest for happiness. 

Stop making excuses. Within the 
next minute your entire outlook 
on life can be changed if you take 
advantage of a simple fact. 

Happiness is making someone 

happy. 
Here! (Wherever you happen to be 

at the moment.) 
Now! 
Happiness also depends on 

patience. Do the best you can to solve 
a problem. Then remember that time 
does pass. What seems like an insur¬ 
mountable mountain today is a 
molehill in tomorrow’s memory. 

“And this too shall pass.” 
That’s a good thing to remember 

when some problem appears to be 
without solution. As with all things, it 
will pass. . .Why worry yourself sick? 

Most important, a happy frame of 
mind will contribute greatly to your 
health, mentally and physically. 

Watch your electricity. It’s going to 
go up, like everything else. Don’t tell 
me why the reason is because if you 
do, I don’t know whether it’s right or 
not. Everybody under the sun seems 
to have an answer. But I know 
this--that one of the greatest countries 
in the world is slowly and surely 
being strangled to death by the never 
ending boa constrictor of inflation. 
It affects everyone of us whether we 
pay electric bills, gas bills, gasoline 
bills, or any type of bill. The cost 
never ceases to stop. Watch your 
electricity. It can become very 
precious. Live without it as much as 
you can. 

Who knows. Things will get better. 
At least, I hope so. 

This Is Important 

In Reporting 

Outages 

OFFICE HOURS: 8.00 am. to 
5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday 
Closed Saturday and Sunday. Phone: 
Area code 618-783-2358 

To report an outage after office 
hours or on Saturdays, Sundays or 
holidays call—783-2358 first. 

If no answer, dial 783-3221 

783-2059 
or Lawrenceville area 943-4373 
or Claremont area 869-23 38 

Please—When reporting an outage 
have your line and account number 
ready. You will find it in the lower 
left hand corner of your meter 
reading card. 
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Manager's Comments 

by Damon Williams 

In this newsletter we’re trying our 
dead level best to explain to you some 
very unwelcome news. Central Illinois 
Public Service Company is raising their 
basic electric rates and since we 
purchase all electricity you use from 
CIPS, this in turn will affect your 
rate you pay for electricity. 

I am not going to elucidate a whole 
lot of wild-eyed, heretic remarks 
against CIPS because their electric 
rates are going up. If you can tell me 
anything under the sun that hasn’t 
gone up the last ten years, I would like 
to know what it is. Transportation 
planners seek more money, banks get 
higher and higher interest, educators 
seek more money, electric suppliers 
seek more money-everyone is in 
the act. 

This in turn sifts down to power 
companies. We should remember the 
coal strikes a couple of years ago, the 
truckers’ strike, teachers’ strikes, the 
electrical workers’ strike. All of these 
people are not wild-eyed zealots and 
they must have a legitimate worry and 
claim for trying to make ends meet. 
The same thing is true with rural 
electric cooperatives, power companies 
or anybody else in the generation or 
selling of electricity but these are but 
signs of our time. They are not 
pleasant; no one wants to think about 
them but everyone does. Nevertheless 
it is a foregone conclusion it is a way 
of life for all of us in these trying 
times. 

And who can forecast the future? I 
can’t. However it seems to me that 
most of our inflation troubles stem 
from the fact that the American 
people are using more and more of 
everything--cars, electricity, and more 
and more OPEC oil. We cannot go on 
forever importing OPEC oil at its 
highly inflationary prices without 
paying the piper. That probably is the 
basic ingredient of our inflation. Who 
knows? 

This letter was received in April, 1979. 

Norris Electric Cooperative 
Route 130 South 
Newton, Illinois 62448 

Attention: Mr. Earl Minderman 
President 

Gentlemen: 

Pursuant to Paragraph 6 of the 
Agreement for Purchase of Power by 
Norris Electric Cooperative from 
Central Illinois Public Service 
Company dated November 9, 1974, 
Central Illinois Public Service 
Company hereby gives notice that 
Central Illinois Public Service 
Company proposes to exercise its 
right to make application or petition 
to the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission for a change in Rate 
Schedule W-l to become effective 
on or about January 1, 1980. 

We feel that it would be desirable 
to meet with you or your 
representatives to discuss a 
proposed increase in the charges of 
Rate Schedule W-l. 

Yours very truly, 

C. F. Wall 
Vice President 

This is the first rate increase 
in two years. 

CIPS Negotiating Subcommittee 
AIEC Energy, Environment and 

Engineering Committee 

Royal Newman, Chairman 
Don Bringman 
Carl Dufner 
Rich Ruzich 
Les Aeilts 
William McCamey 

These people are on the negotiating 
committee with representatives from 
the cooperatives. They spent many 

long and time consuming hours 
meeting with the officials from CIPS. 

On October 29, 1979 the Power 
Negotiating Committee unanimously 
voted and agreed that both CIPS and 
the cooperative personnel had reached 
the best possible contract for both 
groups. 

October 29, 1979 

Mr. C. F. Wall, Vice President 
Central Illinois Public Service Co. 
607 East Adams 
Springfield, IL 62701 

Dear Mr. Wall: 

This is to advise you that the CIPS 
Negotiating Subcommittee 
representing those Illinois electric 
cooperatives purchasing wholesale 
power from Central Illinois Public 
Service Company has accepted the 
proposed $7,013,000 increase in the 
Company’s rate W-l, which is to 
become effective January 1, 1980. 

As Chairman of the CIPS 
Negotiating Subcommittee of the 
Energy, Environment and Engineering 
Committee of the AIEC, I have 
been authorized to notify you of 
this decision by the following 
cooperatives: 

Clay Electric Co-operative, Inc. 
Coles-Moultrie Electric Cooperative 
Eastern Illinois Power Cooperative 
Edgar Electric Co-operative 
Illini Electric Cooperative 
McDonough Power Cooperative 
Norris Electric Cooperative 
Shelby Electric Cooperative 
Southwestern Electric Cooperative 
Wayne-White Electric Cooperative 
Western Illinois Power Cooperative 

and I have been authorized by them 

to write this letter on their behalf. 

In concurring with the Company’s 
request, the Cooperatives do not 
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necessarily concur in the analytical 

methods used by the Company in 

arriving at the rates, nor do they 

agree that these methods should be 

applied in arriving at any future 

rates. 

Sincerely, 

Royal B. Newman, 

Chairman 

CIPS Negotiating 

Subcommittee 

AIEC Energy, 

Environment & 

Engineering 

Committee 

Your water 
heater element 

may be 
energy waster 

Do you have an ample supply of 

hot water? Does it meet the everyday 

needs of your household? Or, is it 

exhausted before you finish your 

shower, or begin to cool down when 

more than a few gallons are used doing 

the household chores? 

If this is the case at your house, 

then your electric water heater 

apparently is not operating efficiently 

and the probable cause is dirty water 

heater elements. A clean element that 

is free of all mineral deposits will 

transfer heat more efficiently to the 

water. 

A coating of mineral deposits and 

other impurities found in hard water 

acts as an insulator—making heat 

transfer extremely difficult. 

If you live in an area that has 

predominately hard water, and you 

know this by experience from scale 

build-up on your cooking utensils, and 

you have this type of heating element 

in your water heater (most people do), 

then you should make periodic checks 

and remove this built-up scale. 

To do this your hot water heater 

must be turned off, drained and the 

element removed and cleaned. Care 

must be taken in such an operation to 

keep from damaging the element when 

removing from the water heater and 

when removing the scale. Sometimes a 

replacement may be necessary. 

Increased purchased power 

costs lead to higher rates 
The retail rates have been revised to include the increased cost of 

purchased power. The assistance of rate specialists Carl Dufner and 
Dennis Kaiser from the AIEC Department of Energy, Environment 
and Engineering was obtained. 

The lowest possible rates are proposed, which will provide the 
cooperative with sufficient operating revenue to pay for electricity 
purchased, for operations and maintenance expense, billing costs, 
administrative costs, for material purchases, transformers, meters, 
upgrading services. 

Tentative proposed rate for Farm and Home Service: Monthly 
Minimum for 3 KVA transformer capacity $5.00 

40 Kwh @ 12.5 cents 
Next 80 Kwh @ 7.86 cents 
Next 280 Kwh @ 5.28 cents 
Over 400 Kwh @ 4.18 cents 

Wholesale Power Cost above 33.0 mills 

Comparing November, 1979, bills for 1,000 Kwh under the 
present rate and the proposed rate. 

Present Rate 
(and present Power Cost) 

40 Kwh @ 12.25 cents 4.90 
40 Kwh @ 8.30 cents 3.32 

120 Kwh @ 5.03 cents 6.04 
800 Kwh 
1000 Kwh 

@ 3.27 cents 26.16 
40.42 

WPC @ .006395 6.40 

5% IL Utility Tax 
Total Net Bill 

46.82 
2.34 

49.16 

Proposed Rate — 1980 
(and proposed Power Cost) 

40 Kwh @ 12.50 cents 5.00 
80 Kwh @ 7.86 cents 6.29 

280 Kwh @ 5.28 cents 14.78 
600 Kwh @ 4.18 cents 25.08 
1000 Kwh 51.15 

WPC @ .002731 2.73 
53.88 

5% IL Utility Tax 2.69 
Total Net Bill 56.57 

Increase $7.41 
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Energy 
for the 
Future 

Now let’s talk about energy for the 

future. Our ability to meet future 

energy demands is going to be 

extremely difficult to say the least. All 

of us must be very careful and 

examine the necessity of our demands 

in relation to our quality of life. 

Believe me, we’re at a crossroads in 

our civilization. 

We must develop and utilize the 

options that are technically feasible 

which are also practical, economical 

and ENVIRONMENTALLY a- 

cceptable as well as SOCIALLY 

acceptable. The following is but a 

breif discussion of three of our most 

common used sources of energy 

in our district. 

1. Petroleum, or plain old ever-day 

oil, is definitely finite, our sources are 

exhaustible. In fact if world wide 

energy use grows as it is expected and 

is growing, all of our known oil 

reserves will probably be gone shortly 

at the turn of the century. However 

let’s hope there are undoubtedly 

undiscovered reserves on land and 

under the seas. If it comes down to the 

point where we must choose between 

fish or oil, I have a sneaking idea the 

American people are going to choose 

oil. In 1978 oil provided approxi¬ 

mately 49 percent of the United States 

energy and it will continue to be one of 

the principal resources for generating 

electricity, heating our homes and in 

use for the short term. We must, and 

we must emphasize this again, reduce 

our heavy dependence upon oil now 

and especially that which comes from 

places like the “turncoat” Iranians. 

2. Natural gas-At present rate of 

consumption it is estimated by the 

best qualified engineers in our country 

that the estimated reserves of natural 

gas will be gone before the year 2000. 

Let’s hope again that undiscovered 

reserves will increase our supply. Both 

industry and government are working 

night and day to develop synthetic gas 

from coal, corn and other sources 

which can supplement or replace 

natural gas as our supplies diminish. 

In 1978 natural gas provided 

approximately 25 percent of the total 

United States’ energy requirements. 

3. Coal--That’s something we are all 

interested in and why they are fighting 

it so I cannot understand. It is our 

most abundant fossil fuel. With 

today’s technology and environmental 

controls, easily recovered reserves will 

last at least 100 years at current 

consumption rates. With our improved 

technology, and believe me the United 

States has the ability to do so, this 

energy source could be extended much 

longer. Coal will have to become a 

major factor in our energy future 

whether we want it or not. In 1978 

coal provided only, think of this, only 

18 percent of our United States’ 

energy requirements. 

This is but three, but there’s much, 

much more, such as water power, 

uranium, shale oil, geo-thermal, and 

solar energy. And one that will mind 

bogle you, deuterium-tritium, which is 

electricity made from heat released 

when the two atoms of deuterium and 

tritium are combined to produce 

helium. This is called fusion. Believe 

me, this is something that is in our 

future whether we can pronounce 

or spell it or not. Hydrogen is another 

exotic but the three main ones are the 

ones we started this article with. 

Save electricity. It will save you 

money. 

Safety spells sense 

Select childrens toys 

with care 

• Choose a toy appropriate for the 

child’s age and development. (Many 

toys have age group labels on the pack¬ 

age.) 

• Heed warnings such as Not In¬ 

tended for Children Under 3 Years of 

Age. Remember that younger brothers 

and sisters may have access to toys in¬ 

tended for older children. 

• Select chemistry sets and electric¬ 

ally-operated toys, especially those 

which produce heat, for older chil¬ 

dren only. Do not allow the child to 

remove or replace electrical compo¬ 

nents. 

• Check for labels on fabric products 

for non-flammable, flame-retardant or 

flame-resistant notices as well as wash¬ 

able and hygienic materials for stuffed 

toys and dolls. 

• Avoid toys that produce excessive 

noise. (Even toy cap pistols fired too 

close to a child’s ear can cause dam¬ 

age.) Avoid shooting games, especially 

those involving darts and arrows, un¬ 

less the games are played under paren¬ 

tal supervision. Toys for very small 

children should be chosen with extra 

care. Playthings that are safe for older 

children become hazardous in the 

hands of little ones who are unaware 

of the dangers of sharp points and 

edges or brittle glass or plastic. When 

choosing a toy for a toddler or infant, 

make sure it — 

• is too large to be swallowed. 

• does not have detachable small 

parts that can lodge in the windpipe, 

ears or nostrils. 

• is not apt to break easily into small 

pieces or leave jagged edges. 

• does not have sharp edges ox points. 

• has not been put together with 

easily exposed straight pins, sharp 

wires, nails, etc. 

• is not made of glass or brittle 

plastic. 

• is labeled non-toxic — avoid painted 

toys for infants who put playthings 

in the mouth. 

• does not have parts which can 

pinch fingers or toes or catch hair. 

• does not have cords or strings over 

12 inches in length. 
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Christmas Ways' 

Why Christmas December 25... 

To the early Christians, birth¬ 

days were a pagan custom. It was 

unthinkable to celebrate one’s 

own birthday, much less the birthday 

of Christ. It was sacrilege even to 

suggest that a Divine Being had a 

birthday. 

In the next 300 years this attitude 

began to change, and in 3 54 A.D., the 

Bishop of Rome declared December 

25 to be the anniversary of the birth 

of Christ. 

Why Christmas Gifts... 

The tradition of giving gifts at 

Christmas dates back to the Three 

Wise Men, who appeared out of the 

desert bearing gold, frankincense, and 

myrrh for the new-born Infant. 

Since then, the act of giving has 

been shrouded in an air of mystery 

that surrounds both giver and gift. 

Why Christmas Cards... 

Henry Cole, an Englishman, was the 

originator of the idea of sending 

greeting cards at Christmas time. He 

took an artist’s drawing, hand-painted 

it, and sent it as a greeting to a friend 

at Christmas time, 1846. The English 

Royalty took up the idea as a most 

gracious way to extend greetings to 

their friends at Christmas. 

Year after year, the Christmas card, 

the messenger of joyful remembrance, 

has grown in popularity. 

Why Holly and Mistletoe... 

Holly was first used in English 

windows to indicate Christian worship, 

as the red berries were supposed to 

represent the blood of Jesus. The holly 

was believed to keep evil spirits away. 

Mistletoe was sacred in many 

ancient religions. The Druids of 

England cut it with a golden knife and 

hung it over the doors, believing that 

only happiness could pass under the 

branch. They also used it in the 

marriage ceremonies, originating the 

custom of kissing under the mistletoe. 

Why Carols... 

The custom of singing Christmas 

carols dates back to ancient times 

when waifs and minstrels sang them in 

the streets. 

The first true Christmas carols 

originated in Italy during the 

thirteenth century. These carols, with 

folksong like quality and childlike 

Christmas- not 
Editor’s note: The following is based 

on an eye-witness account of an 

incident that occurred the day before 

Christmas at the Western Front during 

World War I: 

As if by some miracle, the shelling 

stopped and the mortar and rifle fire 

ceased. 

Only silence... 

But the stillness was broken by 

men of the North Staffordshire 

Regiment who exchanged “words of 

good cheer” with the enemy. Men 

from Britian and Germany talked to 

one another across No Man’s Land! 

A British officer suggested a Volk- 

slied. 

Plan retirement now 
With a new year--a new decade--just 

around the corner from Christmas, it’s 

a good time to think about retirement. 

Too young? Too new on the job? 

Don’t you believe it! 

The American Council of Life 

Insurance notes that planning for 

retirement at middle age is too late. 

According to the Council, “the earlier 

the better.” 

And these are some important 

things to consider: 

• Your age or the number of years 

you must work before becoming 

eligible for a pension. 

• How much money you can expect 

on a regular basis when you retire. 

• The provisions in your pension plan 

for early retirement. 

• Other work-related benefits that 

may continue after you retire, such as 

health insurance. 

Further, get busy by yourself for 

yourself: 

• Start exploring activities that can 

provide satisfaction when you retire. 
• Prepare emotionally for the change 

in your life style. 

• Make provisions for special 

problems of poor health that may 

unexpectedly develop. 

simplicity, gave way to more dignified, 

solemn Christmas hymns in the 

eighteenth century. With the nine¬ 

teenth century came the writing of the 

beautiful Silent Night, Holy Night. 

a normal time 
The Germans sang... 

Everyone agreed to a truce until 

midnight on Christmas Day. 

Both sides cut through their barbed 

wire and walked in each other’s 

trenches, exchanging food and talking 

and photographing one another. 

Some German soldiers sang Home 

Sweet Home followed by a hymn. 

In another part of the trenches, 

some German soldiers left their 

positions to offer Christmas greetings 

to a group of Scots. An officer tried to 

stop them, but one German said, “But 

this is Christmas...” 

No one would or could stop the 

brotherhood of Christmas. 

And at midnight, both Germans 

and Britons fired warning shots: 

Return to the trenches behind your 

own lines. 

Gradually, the business of trying to 

kill the enemy returned to normal. But 

the soldiers of both sides knew that 

Christmas is not a normal time. 

This Is Important 

In Reporting 

Outages 

OFFICE HOURS: 8:00 a.m. to 

5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday 

Closed Saturday and Sunday. Phone: 

Area code 618-783-2358 

To report an outage after office 

hours or on Saturdays, Sundays or 

holidays call—783-2358 first. 

If no answer, dial 783-3221 

783-2059 

or Lawrenceville area 943-4373 

or Claremont area 869-2 338 

Please—When reporting an outage 

have your line and account number 

ready. You will find it in the lower 
left hand corner of your meter 

reading card. 
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