
Average cost 
of kwh 

purchased by 
co-operative 

Investment 
per member 

estimated to cost $670 per kilowatt capacity, will require 
43 federal and state permits, will take eight years to 
construct, and will have a 32-mills cost per kilowatt-hour to 
generate. 

As more and more electricity is being used, the more 
generating capacity is needed. With generating cost 
spiralling upward as illustrated above, you have a better 
understanding why wholesale power costs are rising. The 
increasing cost of new power plants is one of the reasons 
the electric utility industry is stressing conservation of 
energy. 

Costs other than wholesale power have also increased 
over the years. Cost of labor, equipment, material, supplies, 
and the cost of borrowed money all have escalated 
dramatically in this decade. (The accompanying charts and 
graphs illustrate the increase in these costs.) 

WPCA (Wholesale Power Cost Adjustment). The cost 
rates that went into effect with the July 15 pay period were 
JANUARY 1979 

established to produce revenue to operate the co-operative 
on a financially sound basis providing our cost of wholesale 
power did not exceed 22.83 mills or 2.283 cents per 
kilowatt-hour. If our cost of wholesale power for any given 
month is increased or decreased from 2.283 cents per kwh 
the difference is added to or subtracted from your electric 
bill as the WPCA (wholesale power cost adjustment). The 
cooperative’s wholesale power cost per kwh is determined 
by dividing the number of kilowatt-hours purchased during 
the month into the total dollars paid for that month to our 
power supplier. 

We have listed above reasons why the cost of 
generating electricity has increased. We have attempted to 
explain our wholesale power cost and how it affects the 
WPCA that appears on your monthly statement. It is 
difficult to explain fully in print, however we would be 
happy for you to come in and visit with us with your 
questions. 
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Dennis Keiser, A! EC Energy 
Utilization Specialist, works with 
electric cooperative personnel in 
matters relating to energy 
conservation, insulation and energy 
efficiency. 

Energy conservation policy 
now an REA loan requirement 

Changes in loan-making policies of 
the Rural Electrification 

Administration now call for each 
REA-financed electric cooperative to 

develop energy conservation policy 
and to implement it with adequate 
staff and funding. 

“These policies suggest guidelines 
for rural electric systems to use in 
developing energy conservation 
programs,” Agriculture Secretary Bob 
Bergland said, “but the basic decisions 
on how to carry out the programs will 
be left to the individual cooperatives.” 
REA Administrator Robert W. 
Feragen added, “Evidence of such 
activities will be included as part of 
REA’s loan application procedures.” 

A related REA policy developed in 
conjunction with energy conservation 
is one that outlines guidelines for rural 
electric systems to use in obtaining 
information for system planning and 
for forecasting REA loan fund 
requirements. 

“These new policies were developed 
after extensive review of the energy 
conservation programs of more than 
250 electric utilities,” Feragen said, 

“and incorporate many of the 
Suggestions received by REA from its 
borrowers.” 

(REA makes loans to finance 
electric and telephone facilities in rural 
areas, enabling more than 1,000 
REA-financed systems—including 30 
in Illinois—to provide service to over 
18 

29 million people in 46 states, Puerto 
Rico and the Virgin Islands.) 

Alex Mercure, Assistant Secretary 
of Agriculture for Rural Development, 
said the REA conservation efforts are 
extensions of those of the Carter 
Administration and are not aimed at 
bringing about immediate reductions 
in the amount of power being 
provided to electric cooperative 
members. Instead, he said, the efforts 
are thought to be means to forestall 
the construction of major new 
generating projects through 
elimination of energy waste. 

Delaying through energy 
conservation the need to add 

. . the basic decisions 
on how to carry out the 
programs will be left to 
the individual cooper¬ 
atives.” 

additional generating plant capacity 
can have an impact on slowing the rate 
of increase of consumer electric rates, 
since generating plant construction is 
one of the most significant factors 
affecting rates. 

The heart of the REA policy on 
energy conservation is the guideline 
that a cooperative made up of 4,000 
or more members should have one 

person working full time (or the 
equivalent time of several persons) to 
assist members to conserve energy. “If 
a cooperative has more than 4,000 
members, the man-hours devoted to 
energy conservation should be 
appropriate to its work plan and 
objectives and consistent with the 
greatest number of members. This 
guideline would not require a 
cooperative of 16,000 to have four 
people working full time. It would 
require, however, an allocation greater 
than the time of one person,” Feragen 
outlined in a memo. For cooperatives 
with less than 4,000 members, REA 
will give consideration to the pooling 
of resources with other organizations. 

Future loan applications must 
include the following. 

• a copy of the board’s energy 
conservation policy, 

• a report of borrower’s effort to 
conserve energy in the operation of 
its headquarters and facilities, and 

• a report describing the efforts of the 
borrower to assist its consumers to 
use energy most efficiently. 
While the REA energy conservation 

guidelines are new, the emphasis on 
member awareness of wise, efficient 
use of electric energy has long been a 
top priority for electric cooperative 
staffs. And for many cooperatives, 
conforming to the new policy may 

(Continued on page 24) 
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The low cost of ^ 
Protecting it saves the 
high cost of Replacing it 

When you add up all the money you have invested in the 
things you own that make life easier and more enjoyable, C"~T 
you’re talking about some sizeable assets. That’s why it J ' 
pays to protect them from the weather—and preserve 
their value—in a new Wickes utility building. These 
beautiful, maintenance-free structures give you all the % 
room you need to safely store everything from cars and # fj 

trucks to boats and motorhomes with plenty of space left 
over for the smaller stuff, plus a workshop or hobby area, too. 

You can choose from many models and sizes, with color 
exteriors of steel or aluminum—equipped with sliding track 
doors, overhead doors, or both. Check out the low price J§ 
of our new ‘Sportsman’ utility building, a garage or 
workshop today. It will pay for itself many times over. A jlP 

Lease or Buy 
Extended payment plans 

available to 
qualified buyers. 

w Wickes 
_ Buildings 

A Division of The Wickes Corporation 

l Call collect or mail coupon today See the man in the Red Car 

i Name Indiana 
Crawfordsville, Box 41 
Iowa 
Dubuque, Box 1026 
Wisconsin 
Elkhorn, Box 127 

Illinois 
Galesburg, Box 548 
Gilman, Box 336 
Mendota, Box 9 
Mt. Vernon, Box 1142 
Taylorville, Box 117 

Address 

I Town County. 

Phone. 



Across the 
manager's 
desk 

Joseph J. Fellin 

Manager 

On behalf of the board of directors, management, and 
employees of the co-operative, I extend to each of you a 
wish for a happy and prosperous New Year. 

* * * 

What’s happening to my electric bill? Why do the rates 
keep going up? What is WPG A and how is it computed? 
Why is it if I use less kilowatt-hours the WPCA is larger? 

These are a few of the questions we are asked almost 
daily at the co-operative. We recently held a series of area 
member meetings at Maeystown, Hecker, Columbia, and 
Waterloo, where we attempted to provide some of the 
answers to these questions. For the benefit of those who 
couldn’t attend these meetings we will review the text 
provided at these meetings. 

On a national average the use of electricity has 
doubled approximately every ten years. The use of 
electricity by members of Monroe County Electric 
Co-operative has even grown more rapidly. The average 
number of kilowatt-hours (kwh) used monthly per member 
has grown from 308 kwh in 1957 to 1081 kwh per month 
in 1977. Because of the increased use of electricity by our 
membership, our transmission and distribution system had 
to be upgraded. Lines had to be upgraded from single to 
three phase, conductors size had to be increased, and new 
substations were built. All of these improvements cost 
money. The co-operative’s average investment per member 
has grown from $580 in 1957 to $1,466 in 1977. 

Wholesale power cost is your co-operative’s largest 
expense. Over 50 percent of our total operating costs is 
wholesale power. There are several factors that have caused 
our wholesale power cost to increase so rapidly the past 
several years. 

The Oil Embargo. In 1972 the price of fuel oil burned 
in steam-operated generating plants went from $2.40 a 
barrel to $13 a barrel. This is an increase of 440 percent. 
Coal, which is the most widely used fuel for generation of 
electricity, followed the soaring fuel oil prices, increasing 
from approximately $7.80 per ton to around $28 per ton. 

Fuel costs are estimated to be approximately 80 percent of 
the cost of generating electricity. You can therefore see 
what that alone has done to the cost of electricity. 

Environmental Requirements and Regulations. 
Meeting clean air standards for coal-fired generating plants 
is costly in both time and money. The installation of 
scrubbers costs millions of dollars per plant and the 
scrubbers use up to 10 percent of the plant’s capacity to 
operate. Reclamation of strip mine land is good 
environmentally, but drives the cost of coal upward. 

The Cost of Constructing New Generating Plants is 
another factor in rising wholesale power costs. Following is 
a case history of one Electric Power Cooperative in North 
Dakota. In 1966 the cost of construction of a new 
generating plant was $136 per kilowatt of capacity. One 
federal permit was required and it took four years to 
construct. The generating cost at the bus bar was 2.92 mills 
per kilowatt-hour. 

In 1975 the installation capacity of a new unit cost 
went up to $270 per kilowatt. Five federal and state 
permits were required. It took seven years to construct and 
the cost per kilowatt-hour to generate was 8.2 mills. 

A new unit scheduled to go on the line in 1980 is 

COST OF MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT 

ITEM 1967 1972 1977 
10 KVA Transformer $145.00 $155.00 $255.00 
30’ Pole 17.00 21.00 40.00 
35’ Pole 21.00 42.00 56.00 
8’ Crossarm 6.00 8.00 12.00 
Ground Rod 4.57 5.44 8.66 
1/0 Triplex .24/ft. .17/ft. .17/ft. 
Pole Top Insulator .59 .79 1.13 

From 1970 to 1975 the average cost of 
distribution line increased $1,353. 

a mile of 

A new Digger Truck purchased in 1969 cost Monroe 
County Electric $23,35 5 

A new Digger Truck purchased in 1977 cost Monroe 
County Electric $54,734 

A new Service Truck purchased in 1972 cost Monroe 
County Electric $14,000 

A new Service Truck purchased in 1978 cost Monroe 
County Electric $3 3,870 
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How to cool your hot water costs 
Your electric water heater is a large part of your total 

electric bill. But there is an economical way to reduce this 
cost. You see, the more insulation your electric water 
heater has, the less energy it uses, and the more money you 
save. Your water heater already has some insulation 
between the tank and outer metal cover. But it’ll pay you 
to wrap another layer of insulation around it. The cash 
outlay is so little and the payback is so rapid, you’ll recover 
your costs in a few months. After that, you’ll enjoy lower 
hot water costs for the life of the appliance. 

In the average home between 35 percent and 50 percent of 
total water use is hot water. 

ESTIMATED WATER USE 

A. Tub bath 10-15 gal. 
B. Shower (under 5 min. duration) 8-12 gal. 
C. Automatic washer 25-3 5 gal. 
D. Automatic dishwasher 11-16 gal. 
E. Hand wash dishes (each time) 9-14 gal. 
F. Shampoo 5-7 gal. 
G. Cleaning 3-8 gal. 
H. Food Preparation 5 gal. 

AVERAGE HOT WATER USED PER DAY 
2 adults — 1 child —60 gal. 
2 adults — 2 children -70 gal. 
2 adults — 3 children —80 gal. 

Cost of Operation 
A. Approximately 17 percent of the total-electric bill of 

an all-electric home goes to water heating. 
B. About 47 percent of the total-electric bill for the 

all-electric home without electric heat is for the 
electric water heater. 

Standby Heat Loss—Water Heater 
A. Standby heat loss varies on water heaters depending 

on the location, the size of the heater and the amount 
of insulation used. 

B. Average standby losses vary from 4 watts per sq. ft. to 
7.9 watts per sq. ft., depending on the thickness of 
insulation used. 
Square feet of tank area averages about— 
26 sq. ft. for a 50-gallon heater 
30 sq. ft. for a 66-gallon heater 
36 sq. ft. for a 80-gallon heater 

Insulation 
A. Most tanks on electric water heaters are fitted with 1” 

of fiberglass or mineral wool insulation. 
B. Wrap jacket of electric water heater (top/sides) with 

batt insulation. Cover joints with tape. Increasing 
insulation 3” to 5” will save from 5 percent to 11 
percent in standby heat loss. 

Materials needed: 

1. 3Vi” R-ll blanket type 
2. Duct tape 
3. Scissors or knife 
4. Tape measure 

Electric water heater efficiency notes: 

1. Before insulating, check the thermostat setting. It 
shouldn’t be above 150 degrees. 

2. Wait until you have a full load before running the 
automatic dishwasher or clothes washer. 

3. Don’t leave hot water running while handwashing 
dishes or shaving. 

4. Use warm or cold water when possible for clothes 
washing, and always use cold water for rinsing. 

5. Take short showers or shallow tub baths. 
Reproduced from TVA material. 
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Earn *5 ™$8 
an Hour "ex* 
Sharpen Saws.T^ 

...ALL garden and shop tools 
for home and industry 

Get In On The Profits! 
Yes there's plenty of business waiting 

for the man who can professionally 
sharpen saws and all types of edge-cutting 
tools. Sharp-All does them all, and at 
big profit for you. No inventory is in¬ 
volved. . . no selling. You earn a year- 
round Cash income and make 9()e profit 
out of every dollar you take in. Work 
sparetime hours or fulltime right at home, 
and no experience is needed. 

Send TODAY for details of our 
30-Day FREE Ttial Offer! 

Start J 
^ lour rBustness'. 

Earn 
\ncofl\e 

Home 

Vou don't need ,o 

n us the desire to ger ahead s 0' ^ 5rep ,nsrrucnons, 
Operators Manual 9IV^5. ' och rool, where to gef 
Tows exactly how to sh°^rQQerfreeadvertising, .a'' 
business, whar to charge ho 9 )( d rhe Kind of 
Se fncta of the trade Jnd^Shotp^ ^ ^ „me. 
precision job that n ^ of ony hind. Vlth Shorp-AII YOU 
ThnTos?'r"-h" hSyddWonttowoth.. yoo 

putthe profits in YOUPt pocket 

TOUR OWN 
- BUSINESS 

FREE 
BOOKLET! 
Send for 
your copy 
today. No 
obligation. 

If coupon has been removed, just send us a 
postcard with your name and address to — 

BELSAW SHARP-ALL CO. 
3657 FIELD BUILDING 
KANSAS CITY. MO 64111 

Therej^NO JIBUGATJON and_N0 SALESMAN Win Cad! 
at Vt\ r»r-■ 0.1.1 ou.rin . ■ ■ o11C 14 1 

IBELSAW; 
BELSAW SHARP-ALL CO. 
3657 FIELD BUILDING 
KANSAS CITY, MO. 64111 

□ YES, please send me the FREE booklet "Lifetime 
Security" and full details on your 30-Day Free Trial 
Offer. I understand there is No Obligation and that 
No Salesman will call on me. 

NAME 

RUSH 
COUPON 
TODAY 1 

ADDRESS 

CITY/STATE 

gen-AlRotor 
Box 305,.Mequon. Wl 53092 

or call (414) 242-2630 

from the bottom 

Prevents fish kills 
Eliminates off odors 

Adds life giving oxygen 

Attracts ducks to open water 

Burns up pollutants which grow 
algae permitting fish life to 
flourish 

Easy to install-comes complete- 
plugs into house current 

Can be installed through ice 

For further details write 

make ideal homes 
• •• Naturally 

A perfect building material, 
Northern White Cedar is a 
durable, fire-resistant natural 
insulator. (An independent 
laboratory confirmed that a 
Boyne Falls Home consumed at 
least 19% less fuel than a 
conventionally built home.) 
Drawn from deep within 
Northern Michigan forests, the 
logs are hand peeled, cut to your 
plans, then shipped to your site. 
Unfortunately, not everyone 
can have one of these homes. 
These slow growing trees (it takes 
about 40 years to grow just 8" 
in diameter), like many other 
natural resources, are limited. 

The first step in securing one of 
these naturally beautiful homes 
for yourself is sending $3.00 
for the colorful portfolio of 
Boyne Falls Homes. Write today. 

Boyne Falls 
Dept. RE 

Knvnp Boyne Falls, Mi. 49713 
Falls 616-549-2421 
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How can a smart businessman 
get a new building for about 
half the price? 

Address 

Town State  

County Tel:  
IR2 

Name 

Leaders in Poieframe Construction: 
Commercial Buildings, Farm Buildings, Storage Structures 
Utility Buildings, Garages, Workshops 

Ask the man in the red car to 

come out and talk buildings. 

WISCONSIN Elkhorn, Box 127 (414) 723-5261 

I          
[ Call Collect or Mail Coupon to Nearest Office 

It’s very simple. 
Just call the nearest Wickes Buildings 
construction center, and ask our planning 
representative to come out and talk over your 
needs. He'll show you how to get a beautiful 
new building for about 50% less than you'd pay 
for other buildings of similar size. No compromises 

either, on engineering, quality of materials, or building 

appearance. Our commercial buildings are strong, 

rugged poieframe construction, professionally 
engineered in every detail. Planned and built to 
your specifications; erected on your land by 
skilled, experienced crews. Your new 
building will be everything you want 

it to be—including economical. 

-1'" yViC? 

ILLINOIS Galesburg, Box 
Gilman, Box 336 
Mendota, Box 9 
Mt. Vernon, Box 1142 
Taylorville, Box 117 

IOWA Dubuque, Box 1026 

INDIANA Crawfordsville, Box 41 

(815) 265-7257 
(815) 539-9325 
(618) 756-2347 
(217) 824-9851 

(319) 556-1663 

(317) 362-5720 



Just what is 
energy conservation? 

Across the 
manager's 
desk Joseph J. Fellin 

Manager 

“Energy Conservation” is a term being heard in more 
and more conversations each day. We know that to 
conserve means we must try to save energy, but the 
question of “why” often creeps into our thinking. 

We know that energy has made possible our high 
standard of living. We use energy to heat and cool our 
homes, cook our meals, give us light, launder our clothes, 
provide us with entertainment—the list goes on and on. 
However, if there is to be enough energy to meet our 
energy needs now and in the future, we are going to have to 
start saving energy immediately. 

The supply of fossil fuels needed to generate electricity 
is limited, yet our demand keeps rising. In addition to 
saving resources, we will be saving the environment, for 
pollution is a by-product of using energy. 

By using energy more efficiently, not only will we be 

preserving natural resources and the environment, but we 
can also save money through energy conservation. Energy 
costs are steadily rising so it is more important than ever to 
save energy. It is true that electric costs are increasing, but 
by cutting demand, this will help to slow down the 
upward-climbing costs of electricity. 

The latest estimates claim that the residential American 
wastes approximately 40 percent of the energy used in the 
home. Considering the fact that Americans consume 35 
percent of the world’s energy while representing only six 
percent of its population, this amounts to a great deal of 
wasted energy. 

Energy conservation is truly good for the 
economy—yours and the country’s. The following diagram 
gives some hints on how to save energy at home all year 
‘round. 

Close chimney dampers when fireplace is not in use 

Turn down thermostat 
as low as comfort allows 

Grow windbreak near house. 

Great savings can be made by 
using storm windows and doors. 

Attic vent permits air current to ventilate. 

Shade trees around 
house will keep you cooler. 

Open windows on 
cool days and nights. 

Close them tightly 
^ when hot. 

Caulk and weather strip to seal 
cracks around doors and windows. 

Set air conditioner at 78°or above 
and run only when necessary. 
Clean filter monthly. 
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Moisture control 

Be sure humidity isn’t too high or too low 
The major problem that could be associated with any 

retrofitting program is that of moisture control. A 
retrofitting job done properly will not increase the 
likelihood of moisture problems. However, if proper 
insulation practices are not followed, some damage to the 
insulation and perhaps to the house might result. It is, 
therefore, important to have an understanding of the 
principles outlined here before proceeding. 

Warm air holds more invisible water vapor than cold air. 
If warm air is chilled by meeting cold air or a cold surface, 
part of the vapor in the warm air is condensed into water. 

This is the reason for coasters under iced drinks and why 
the inside of windows fog up or get wet when outside 
temperatures fall sharply in humid climates. 

When this happens within an outside wall or ceiling of a 
house, it is serious. The dampness can ruin insulation, and 
you know what trapped water can do to wooden beams, 
plaster and paint. 

Instructions for installing insulation warn that the vapor 
barrier must be on the inside, toward the heat, but they 
seldom explain why. The barrier prevents the 
moisture-laden inside air from meeting cold air and 
condensing in the insulation or on the cold farther surface. 

The first, and most important, step necessary to prevent 
this problem is humidity control. 

Make sure the humidity in your house isn’t too high. 
When this is coupled with the proper use of an air/vapor 
barrier and ventilation—both important parts of any retrofit 
program and of any house—no problems should arise. 

Excessive interior humidity from household activities 
can be disposed of by kitchen, laundry and bathroom 
ventilating fans. The exhaust of these fans should be vented 

to the outside of the home and not into the attic. The vents 
should be provided with an effective back draft damper. In 
the kitchen, range hood fans (vented to the outside) are the 
most efficient way to ventilate because they trap and 
exhaust heat, odor, moisture and smoke before they can 
circulate in the room. The Small Homes Council-Building 
Research Council recommends that hood fan capacity 
should be 100-cubic-feet (3 cu m) per minute for each 
lineal foot (30 cm) of hood length. For example, a 3-foot 
(90 cm) hood would require a 300-cubic-foot (8.5 cu m) 
per minute fan. 

Recommended inside humidity for varying outside 
temperatures: 

Outside Air Recommended 
Temperature (°C) inside humidity at 

20° C (68° F) 

-30 or below 15% 
-30 to-24 20% 
-24 to-18 25% 
-18 to -12 35% 
-12 and above 40% 

In any case, if on cold days heavy condensation develops 
on the inside of double glazed windows, the humidity is too 
high (unless, of course, the double glazed window is itself 
“leaky.” If it is, cold air sneaking in will produce 
condensation regardless of humidity levels. Weatherstrip 
and caulk that window until it is tight). If the humidity is 
too high, disconnect any humidifiers, cover bare earth 
floors of cellars and crawl spaces with polyethylene film 
and so on. Get the humidity down. 

Failure to insulate ductwork can cost money 
One of the first questions that should be asked of any 

member who has a ducted electric heating system and is 
inquiring about a higher than expected bill is: Are the hot 
and cold air ducts in your home insulated? 

There now is wide acceptance of electric furnaces and 
heat pumps which utilize duct systems the same as oil, gas 
and coal furnaces. However, we have frequently found 
insufficient follow-through for proper insulation of the 
ducts. Over the years, masters of the old school of installing 
heating ducts had little concern of wrapping ducts with 
insulation. This idea has been carried over into many 
electric heat installations and we are sure it causes several 
problems and higher bills. 

We urge that installers insulate all ducts in crawl spaces, 
unheated basements and other exposed areas with at least 
two inches of insulating materials designed for such a 
purpose. When ducts are in the attic they should be 
insulated to at least the same depth as is installed over the 
entire attic. Also, it is important to protect the cold air 

return ducts as well as the hot air ducts. 
When a basement is heated fulltime, there are some who 

believe insulation of the ducts is not important. This has 
merit if the exposed areas of the basement have insulation 
equal to that in the upper living areas. If this is the case, the 
planned cost of heating must be based on the total area of 
the home rather than the upper living area only. 

But, there are instances where insulating should be done 
even though the basement is heated. An electric furnace is 
designed with a lower bonnet temperature than other 
furnaces, so it is possible to experience enough heat loss in 
a long duct that a room at the far end will be 
uncomfortable. Adding duct insulation often solves this 
problem. 

In this day of energy shortages and much higher fuel 
costs, insulation properly installed will save and save. This is 

true for other fuels as well as for electricity. If you have 
questions about duct insulation, give the member services 
department a call. 
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He has worked with 
solar for 15 years 
(Continued from page 9) 

ice fall on it, just like it does on the 
glass ones. We’re researching it out 
carefully, just like we do everything. 
You have to research carefully, 
because the manufacturers give you 
the top side. They don’t lie to you, 
but they tend to give you facts based 
on optimum conditions. 

“It’s not good for the consumer if 
something goes wrong,” he says, “and 
it wouldn’t be good for us to have to 
go back and make the job good, which 
is exactly what we’d do. That’s why 
we want to do it as well as possible. To 
protect us and the consumer.” 

The plastic is being used on one 
Solar ’Search product, though, he 
notes, and that is a portable, multi-use 
collector, which is to be mounted on a 

“It’s not good for the 
consumer if something 
goes wrong. That’s why 
we want to do it as well 
as possible.” 

trailer, for farm applications. The idea 
is to use it for low-temperature grain 
drying in the fall, then possibly to heat 
a machine shed during the winter, and 
possibly for livestock buildings, too. 

“It will be a simple, ready-to-use 
system,” Warnock says, “just a big 
collector mounted on a trailer and 
with a flexible hose that will need to 
be plugged into whatever needs to be 
heated, and an electrical connection 
for the blower motor. We’re all ready 
to go with the setup,” he laughs, “but 
we don’t have the trailer yet. 
Somewhere out there, there’s a 
snowbound trailer that’s going to hold 

our dryer. We’ll get it out as soon as 
the weather permits.” 

In the meantime, work goes on, to 
build collectors and to research even 
better materials and methods, and to 
finally perfect the install-it-yourself 
system, including water heater, for 
under $3,000. 

OPCN HOUSC 
DISCOUNT WHCN 
YOU DUILD 
NORDAAS 
AMCRICAN! 

We want other people to see the way we build our quality 
custom homes. That’s why we offer our customers a 5% 
open house discount for a one-day showing when the 
home is completed. This can save you thousands of 
dollars. In addition, we provide free custom plan service, 
free delivery of materials within 1500 miles, and large 
discounts on furnishings and appliances. It pays to build a 
Nordaas American home. Send coupon or phone collect 
for color brochure and listing of quality standards. 

NORDAAS AMCRICAN HOMCS 
Minnesota Lake, MN 56068 • Phone (507) 462-3331 • Dept. 3002-JJ 

Name  :  

Address 
(Please Print) 

City  State Zip. 

1
 - : Built for a Lifetime of Living . . . Send Coupon Today 

PRICE BREAK! WE’VE SOLD THOUSANDS OF 
THESE DELUXE ORGANIZERS AT $5.95! 

Keep an Entire Year’s Records in a 12" by 14" Space! 

CREDIT CARD RECEIPTS CANCELLED CHECKS 
MONTH-BY-MONTH 

UTILITY RECEIPTS MEDICAL 
RECEIPTS 

CALENDAR PEN MEMO PAD 

BANK PAYMENT BOOKS 
OR CHECK BOOK 

DEPOSIT RECEIPTS AND 
MONTHLY STATEMENTS 

SALE 
$ 3 98 

ACT NOW! 
Get a FREE 
MYSTERY 

GIFT 
worth up to 

$500 
with each 

order while 
supply lasts! 

MAIL 
COUPON 
TODAY 

FOLDS AS THIN AS A MAGAZINE! 

SAME HIGH QUALITY — sold in 1978 at $5.95 — ONLY PRICE 
IS CHANGED! Does the work of a complete file box, in a frac¬ 
tion of the space. When tax time comes, have everything you 
need to claim your deductions. 

Easiest, most convenient way you ever saw to organize all 
your records — cancelled checks, bank statements, payment 
slips, medical receipts. No time wasted ... no hair pulled. 
Heavy-gauge brown and beige vinyl, handsome on any desk. 

Order 2 and save! If not completely satisfied, return within 
14 days for full refund, except postage and handling. Mail 
coupon today! 
© 1979 American Consumer, Inc., Caroline Rd., Phila., PA 19176 

Canadian Customers please send orders to: Mail Store Ltd. 
Dept. MMGM, 170 Brockport Drive, Rexdale, Ontario M9W 5C8 

(Ontario & Quebec residents add sales tax) 

■•MAIL NO-RISK COUPON TODAY ■■■ 
AMERICAN CONSUMER, Dept. MMGM-47 
Caroline Road, Philadelphia, PA 19176 
YES! Please send me    (MMGM) organizer(s) at 
$3.98 each plus 750 to cover postage & handling. 
Also send a free mystery gift with each order. 
SAVE! Order 2 organizers for only $6.98 plus $1.50 
postage & handling. 
If after receiving my order I'm not delighted, I may 
return it within 14 days for refund (except postage & 
handling). 
Total enclosed $ PA residents add 6% 
sales tax. Check or money order, no CODs please. 
CHARGE IT: (check one) Exp. Date  
□ Visa/BankAmericard 
□ Master Charge Bank #  

Credit Card #  

Name — 

Address. 

City  -State. 

-Apt. #. 

—Zip — 

18 ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS 



WWictes 

Why settle for 
For little more than the 
cost of an ordinary gar- 
age, you can enjoy the 
organized, uncluttered life that goes right along with a Sportsman utility building. 
This beautiful, maintenance-free building is the practical answer to ‘where am I going 
to put everything?’. There’s plenty of room for all the things you want to protect— 
cars, trucks, trailers, motorhomes, boats, etc.—with lots of space left over for a 

workshop or hobby area, if you like. _ 
It’s a wonderful way of life. YOU 

Why sMUe for tess? „„ a 

Sportsman 
Utility 

Building 

Illinois 
Galesburg, Box 548 
Gilman, Box 336 
Mendota, Box 9 
Mt. Vernon, Box 1142 
Taylorville, Box 117 

(309) 342-3416 
(815) 265-7257 
(815) 539-9325 
(618) 756-2347 
(217) 824-9851 

Indiana 
Crawfordsville, Box 41 
Iowa 
Dubuque, Box 1026 
Wisconsin 
Elkhorn, Box 127 

(317) 362-5720 

(319) 556-1663 

(414) 723-5261 

High, wide 
sliding doors in 
both endwalls are ^ 
H'3" high x 15' wide. 
Plenty of clearance for 
motorhomes, travel 
trailers, etc. 

Extended 
Payment Plans 

Available 

Ifs more than 
a garage ...a lot more 

Call collect 
or mail coupon 

to nearest office 

Name 

Address 

County Town 

Phone State 
IR3 

W Wickes Buildings 
A Division of The Wickes Corporation 



Across the 
manager's 
desk 

Joseph J. Fellin 

  Manager 

The directors, management and employees of Monroe 
County Electric Co-operative are proud of the reliability of 
service provided to the membership of the cooperative. 
Preventive maintenance is a key reason that we are able to 
provide that continuity of service which we are so 
accustomed to. Operation and maintenance of your 
cooperative’s system equals approximately 10 percent of 
the total operating costs of the cooperative. These expenses 
are essential in maintaining the cooperative system in good 
working condition at all times. We could eliminate some of 
these costs but eventually it would tell in outage time and 
loss of revenue. We feel that it is necessary to keep the 
system in top physical shape to prevent outages from 
happening. The elements (ice, wind, lightning, rain, etc.) 
cause enough problems, let alone having to worry about 
outages caused by a worn-out, run-down system. 

The recent ice storm put your cooperative distribution 
system to a severe test. The fact that only three poles were 
broken speaks well. Ice-laden tree limbs, which fell on the 
lines causing our lines to break, was the major problem. 
There were very few lines that snapped due to the weight of 
the ice alone. 

I do not feel that any of us would trade the few mills per 
kilowatt-hour spent on operation and maintenance of the 
cooperative system for an outage of any duration. During 
1978, the average outage time per member was 3.701 
hours, and 2.761 hours of this were a result of outages due 
to power supply and not your cooperative’s system. 

During 1979, we have scheduled a preventive 
maintenance program. During the spring, our line crews will 
be trimming trees in our service area. If you know of some 
areas where trees in the lines could cause trouble, please 
contact our office. We also plan to utilize a tree-trimming 
service later in the year, to clear all cooperative lines where 
and when possible. 

We will, after a three-year absence, be using a helicopter 
spraying service to assist in brush and foliage control along 
cooperative right-of-way. The southwestern portion of the 
cooperative service area will be included in this year’s 
spraying. All members in the areas to be sprayed will be 
notified in advance of the utilization of this service. 

The cooperative line crews have been replacing defective 
poles on a regularly scheduled basis, as the result of the 
pole inspection program that was completed last year. 

It is your cooperative’s philosophy to practice and 
perform preventive maintenance as deemed necessary to 
provide a reliable continuity of service to its membership. If 
you have questions concerning your cooperative’s operation 
and maintenance practices, please contact the cooperative 
office. 

1978 Outages 
Cause 
Power Supply 
Planned 
Equipment 
Weather 
Animals 
Overload 
Trees 
Consumer Wiring 
Other 

Avg. Hours Off Per Member 
2.761 
.089 
.469 
.271 
.022 
.036 
.039 
.001 

.013 
3.701 

41st 

April 9, 1979 
7:30 p.m. 

Waterloo Grade 
School Gymnasium 

Gifts Refreshments 

Bring a neighbor! 
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How to cut the cost 
of» cooling your home 

When summer heat strikes, do you feel as though your 
“get-up-and-go” gets up and goes? Then here’s news for 
you! You can get maximum confort. . .for minimum cost 
by using some “cold facts.” 

But, is it worth the effort to keep the house cool? Yes, 
when temperatures stay in the comfort range you 
automatically feel better, work better, and look better. Plus 
“summer-izing” your home is a good way to save money, 
save energy and save the environment. 

and laundry areas are behind closed doors—other 
rooms stay cooler 
8. use exhaust fan in kitchen and bath 

Here are a few tips for saving on “cool bills:” 
1. inspect air filter often 
2. don’t over cool 
3. keep condenser clean 
4. follow a service schedule—regular lubrication is 

essential. Check fan belt and have a professional 
check your equipment every other year 

5. place window units carefully 

When it comes to summer-izing your home, planning 
really pays. 

1. trees shading bedroom window 
2. utility room exhaust fans 
3. light-colored roofing 
4. fireplace flue closed when not in use 
5. attic vent, fan 
6. awning shading southern and western exposure 
7. screened porch 
8. outdoor cooking area 
9. blinds or light drapes at windows 
10. doors and windows weatherstripped 
So keep your cool this summer and for all summers 

ahead, and remember many of these tips that keep your 
home cooler in the warm weather will also help keep it 
warmer in the cool weather. 

Here are eight ways to “cool-proof” your home: 
Prevent air leaks to keep cool air inside. 
1. Weatherstrip doors and windows 
2. button up—close doors and windows from morning 

to evening 
3. use storm doors and windows 
4. plan your “warm activities,” do laundry and 

dishwashing in off peak hours. . .early morning or 
late evening 

5. turn off lights 
6. use freezer and refrigerator efficiently—open these 

appliances as little as possible 
7. close off “hot spots” when kitchen, water heater 
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• Up to $1000 in 
power tools or workshop equipment 
of your choke. _ 

FAMOUS-MAKER TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT: 
Welders, Drill Presses, Bench Grinders, 
Shop Vacuums, and much more. 

with the purchase of any Wickes building 
during our 'Early Bird'spring offer, 

Springtime, 1979. It’s the start of the busy building season for 
Wickes Buildings, and we’re reaching out to more people than 
ever before with America’s largest selection of quality poleframe 
buildings. We want your business, and we give you more value 
for your dollar to get it—more services, more buyer protection 
too. Garages, utility buildings, workshops, farm buildings, horse 
barns, commercial buildings—all professionally engineered 
structures, all with a 5-year written warranty on materials and 
workmanship. 

Special EARLY-BIRD offer 

Order your new Wickes building now at our low, competitive 
pre-season prices, and we’ll give you absolutely free up to 
$1,000.00 in power tools or shop equipment of your choice. It’s 
our way to say thank you for letting us introduce you to the best 
building value in America—a Wickes building. It’s a super deal, 
so don’t delay. Offer ends May 5, 1979. Call collect or come in 
today. 

Call collect or mail coupon to nearest office. 

Name 

Address 

County. Town 

Phone. 

Illinois Iowa 
Galesburg, Box 548 (309) 342-3416 Dubuque, 
Mendota, Box 9 (815) 539-9325 Box 1026 
Mt. Vernon, Box 1142 (618) 756-2347 
Taylorville, Box 117 (217)824-9851 Wisconsin 

Elkhorn, Box 127 
Indiana 
Crawfordsville, Box 41 (317) 362-5720 

W Wickes Buildings 125 YEAR! 

A Division of The Wickes Corporation 

Extended payment plans available to qualified buyers. 



egislator urges 
ndustry groups 

Agriculture, Conservation and Energy 
Committee, added that agriculture had 
“not suffered at the hands of the 
Illinois General Assembly, nor will you 
suffer.” On farm problems, Knuppel 
said they “rest in Washington,” and 
emphasized the importance of looking 
toward Washington for help with 
problems facing agriculture. 

Representative Gale Schisler of 
London Mills, Chairman of the House 
Agriculture Committee, said the 
Illinois General Assembly was in 
Springfield to do the people’s business. 
He added that he considered the 
House Agriculture Committee to be 
the most important in the General 
Assembly and urged agriculture groups 
to come forward with their ideas. 

Illinois Agriculture Director John 
Block, the main speaker at the 
breakfast, called on the Legislature to 
help get agriculture’s story across to 
the general population. 

“We have plenty to be proud of. 
Look at ever-increasing productivity of 
the American farmer, who now feeds 
56 of his fellow men across the state, 
the nation and the world,” Block told 
the more than 600 attending. 

Sid Hutchcraft, Executive Vice 
President of the Illinois Pork 
Producers Association and master of 
ceremonies, termed the breakfast “an 
opportunity for those of us in 
agriculture to better know the people 
who represent us and to help them 
understand the workings of Illinois 
largest industry.” 

Thirty-nine state agriculture 
commodity and industry groups, 
including the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives, sponsored the 
breakfast. 

Spring Special! 
MAY 1 IS LAST CHANCE FOR 1978 PRICES 

ON G.S.I. BINS, FLOORS, FANS, CIRCULATORS, 
STIRATORS and AUGER EQUIPMENT 

4103 Bu. Bin $2,211.00 
5657 Bu. Bin 2,565.00 
7485 Bu. Bin 3,015.00 

11994 Bu. Bin 4,397.00 

TRANSPORT AUGER SPECIAL 
5% OFF 1978 Price 

If ordered With Grain Bin 

EXTRA SA VINOS: 

5% CASH DISCOUNT 

2% FOR F.O.B. ANNA, ILL. 

ANNA GRAIN ELEVATOR, INC. 
1000 Sheridan Rd. Anna, III. 62906 Phone: (618) 833-7631 or 833-5662 

24x30x8 

30x30 X 8 FRAMED OPENING INC. $2,767 
STEEL I-BEAM CONSTR. 

40x42x8 $3,979 

UP TO 33% OFF LIST 
ON ADVERTISED SPECIALS 

CALL FOR PRICE GUARANTEES 

EAST AND MIDWEST (call collect) 517-263-8474 

TOLL FREE IN MICH. . .   800-292-0033 

OUTSIDE MICH    800-248-0065 

WEST (call collect)     408-646-9777 

TOLL FREE IN CAL. . . .   800-682-9250 

OUTSIDE CAL    800-538-9541 

L  
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MONROE 

COUNTY 

.ELECTRIC CO 
Monroe Electric News 

MONROE COUNTY ELECTRIC CO OPERATIVE, INC. 618-939-7171 WATERLOO, ILLINOIS 

Across the 
manager's 
desk 

Joseph J. Fellin 
Manager 

Clinton construction 
progresses 

Monroe County Electric Co-Operative, along with 14 
other electric cooperatives, has purchased 10.5 percent of 
Illinois Power Company’s new Clinton Power Plant, which 
is scheduled to be operational in December 1982. This new 
power plant will then be generating 10.5 percent of its total 
capacity for Soyland Power Cooperative, which is the 
organization formed by the 15 electric cooperatives to 
purchase wholesale power. This will not be all of the power 
that we will need, but it will be a major part and will help 
to stabilize our future rates to a degree. Soyland Power 
Cooperative represents a major commitment to the future 
of our members’ energy needs. 

The Clinton Power Plant is a tremendous construction 
project, which is progressing at various stages. 

Illinois Power is building a permanent information 
center and recreation facilities are being developed. The 
reactor vessel for the first unit has been delivered to the site 
by General Electric Co. and is being assembled. Other 
construction is continuing on other parts of the generating 
station. 

The first recreational areas to be opened at the site 
were picnic sites made available to the public last fall. 
Sometime this year, the Illinois Department of 
Conservation and Illinois Power will open a beach, marina 
and fishing and boating facilities to the public. The area for 

hunting will be open in the fall of 1979. In 1981, the full 
service campgrounds and primitive campsites are scheduled 
to open. 

Most lake and recreation facilities built by Illinois 
Power have been leased without cost to the Illinois 
Department of Conservation. 

The various crafts involved with the construction of 
the projects have moved more than 13,400,000 cubic yards 
of earth and have poured more than 236,700 cubic yards of 
concrete. On the reactor pad itself, 9,600 cubic yards of 
concrete have been poured. 

The dam for the 5,000-acre lake with 130 miles of 
shoreline was closed on October 12, 1977, by damming the 
Salt Creek at its confluence with the north fork of the Salt 
Creek. The dam is earthen with a clay core and is 2,900 feet 
in length. Its height is 60 feet above the creek bed. The 
width of the dam at the top is 23 feet and at the bottom is 
390 feet. The lake’s capacity is 24-billion gallons and its 
average depth is 15 feet. The watershed area is 296 square 
miles. 

The two units at Clinton will use General Electric’s 
boiling water reactor and the vessel dimensions are 69 feet, 
10 inches by 18 feet, two inches. Approximate weight of 
the vessel is 765 tons and the design temperature is 5 75 
degrees. The design pressure is 1,250 pounds per square 
inch, and the fuel is uranium dioxide pellets. 

The condenser cooling system intake water will be 
pumped from the lake at the screen house by three 
5,000-horsepower pumps with a flow rate of 565,800 
gallons per minute. The discharge flume is 3.5 miles in 
length and will have a bottom width of 120 feet and a top 
width of 220 feet with 100 spray modules. The maximum 
discharge temperature into the lake will be 96 degrees 
Fahrenheit. 

At the same time construction work is under way at 
the site, there is additional preparation for the start-up of 
the unit under way in Decatur, where training is in progress 
for those who will be operating the plant when the unit 
comes on line. 
(Reprinted from Hi-Lines, Illinois Power Co., October, 
1978) 
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checks for capital credits will be 
prepared and mailed in the coming 
months to persons who received 
service by Monroe during the years 
1950-51. “We will try to continue to 
pay two years each year until we are 
down to a 20-year spread,” 
Rippelmeyer said. After that, credits 
will be repaid on a 20-year revolving 
basis, he added. Capital credits are 
issued to all members at the end of 
each fiscal year and represent funds 
paid by members into the electric 
cooperative over and above the actual 
cost of providing electric service. 
The amount of each capital credit 
assigned is directly related to the 
total patronage of the member during 
the year. 

Secretary-Treasurer Gilbert Fischer 
of Freeburg said the cost of purchased 
power in 1978 increased by over 30 
percent from 1977. In 1978, the 
cooperative’s cost of power was 
$1,356,263, compared with 
$1,010,622 in 1977. Total revenue 
for 1978 was $2,294,755. In 1978, the 
cooperative paid over $134,000 in 
taxes, Fischer pointed out. Total 
expenses were $2,235,190, leaving 
margins of $116,200. 

Emmett Rusteberg, Waterloo 
mayor, provided the welcoming 
address and entertainment was by 
“The Cotton Pickers,” a Carlyle 
high school singing and dancing 
group. 

Two special guest speakers 
addressed the meeting: Thomas H. 
Moore, Executive Vice President of 

the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives, and James D. Holloway, 
Manager of Egyptian Electric Coop¬ 
erative Association of Steeleville. 

Moore praised Monroe members 
for their past efforts to bring elect¬ 
rification to rural areas and for their 
continued adherence to the coop¬ 
erative principles on which their 
cooperative was founded 41 years ago. 

Holloway expressed his coop¬ 
erative’s thanks to Monroe for 
assistance during the devastating 
February ice storm which left 7,000 
Egyptian members without electric 
service. “You sent five of the finest 
linemen and top-notch equipment to 
help us and your crew was voted the 
outstanding crew working during the 
ice storm restoration,” Holloway said. 

Clockwise from far left: Reelected 
directors and the attorney for Monroe 
County Electric Co-Operative are 
pictured with Manager Joseph J. 
Fellin, left. From left are: Clarence 
Matter of Columbia, Thomas l/l/. 
Rosenberg of Red Bud, attorney C. 
Glennon Rau and Larry A. Haas of 
Belleville. Entertainment was provided 
by "The Cotton Pickers," a Carlyle 
high school singing and dancing group. 
William Osick, at left in the photo 
above, who has attended every annual 
meeting of Monroe Electric Co- 
Operative, visits with James D. 
Holloway, Manager of Egyptian 
Electric Cooperative Association. In 
the background is Thomas H. Moore, 
Executive Vice President of the Associ¬ 
ation of Illinois Electric Cooperatives. 

MAY 1979 13 



$25.00 "BONANZA” 
of Name Brand Cosmetics 

ONLY $2.50 

I, NO RISK MONEY BACK GUAR ANTI 
I COSMETIC BONANZA Dept. CB-80 
1 641 Lexington Ave.. New York, N.Y. 10022 
! RUSH me my COSMETIC “BONANZA” of NAME BRAND cosmetics. 
« □ $25.00 COSMETIC ' BONANZA' for only $2.50 plus 50<t 

postage and handling. 
I □ $50.00COSMETIC 'BONANZA'for only $5.00 (we pay all 
J postage and handling charges). 

| Name Age— 

COSMETIC BONANZA Dept. CB-80 For Yoi 
641 Lexington Ave., New York, N.Y. 10022 
RUSH me my COSMETIC “BONANZA” of NAME BRAND cosmetics. 
□ $25.00 COSMETIC "BONANZA” for only $2.50 plus 50$ 

postage and handling. 
□ $50.00 COSMETIC BONANZA” for only $5.00 (we pay all 

postage and handling charges). 

Name Age_ 

For a Friend 

Address. 

Canadian orders please add $2.00 extra. All orders must be accompanied by 
payment. $25.00 value based on comparability, or past or present retail prices 

Canadian orders please add $2.00 extra. All orders must be accompanied by 
payment. $25.00 value based on comparability, or past or present retail prices. 

i&metic collection is compaiaDle and repres^ntaftySHgte quality ot products from wnich you\^osmetic Bonanza will be selected. 

COSMETIC "BONANZA” WORTH OVER 
We’ll send you a COSMETIC “BONANZA” assortment of at least six NAME BRAND perfumes, moisturizers, 

polishes, shadows, creams and lotions like those gift or full size products shown above. No strings attached 
no clubs to join. Order your COSMETIC “BONANZA” worth more than $25.00 for only $2.50. 

} 1978, Famous Cosmetics, inc 641 Lexington Avenue, New York 10022 



FARM BUILDINGS 
Machinery storage, beef, dairy, hog, etc, 

HORSE BUILDINGS 
Stables, riding arenas, etc. 

UTILITY BUILDINGS 
COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS Storage, workshops, hobby centers, etc. 

GARAGES 
Many sizes and 

arrangements 

Shops, warehouses, stores, etc. 

LEASE OR BUY 
Extended payment plans 

available to 
qualified buyers 

They may look different, but these buildings have a lot in common—including the great 
value they give you for the money. They’re all professionally engineered, durable post¬ 
frame construction. They’re all built and backed by Wickes, America’s oldest and largest 
company in post-frame buildings for home, farm and industry. We offer every kind of 
building, and the special planning it takes to make sure yours will be exactly right for your 
special needs. Many custom options too, that add to both convenience and appearance. 
Call today and tell us what you want. You’ll get a good building—you’ll get a good deal. 

 AND PRICE 'EM  
SO YOU CAN AFFORD THEM. 

Illinois 
Galesburg, Box 548 (309) 342-3416 
Mendota, Box 9 (815) 539-9325 
Mt. Vernon, Box 1142 i618) 756-2347 
Taylorvilie, Box 117 (217) 824-9851 
Indiana 
Crawfordsville, Box 41 (317) 362-5720 

Iowa 
Dubuque, 

Box 1026 (319) 556-1663 

Wisconsin 
Elkhorn, Box 127 (414) 723-5261 

W Wickes Buildings 
A Division of The Wickes Corporation 

W Wickes' 

Address 

— 

County 

State Ptione 
IRS 

Call Collect or mail coupon today 



At annual meeting 

Officers report 8.3% increase in electric usage 
Electric power consumption by- 

members of Monroe County Electric 
Co-Operative increased in 1978 by 
8.3 percent over 1977, continuing 
a trend of growing requirements. 

In a combined report of President 
Robert W. Rippelmeyer of Valmeyer 
and Manager Joseph J. Fellin of 

Waterloo, members attending the 
cooperative’s annual meeting April 
9, at the Waterloo Grade School 
were told that total usage exceeded 
50-million kilowatt-hours last year. 

The growth in member electric 
power requirements was one of 
several report subjects of the coop¬ 
erative leaders. Others matters dis¬ 
cussed by Rippelmeyer and Fellin 
included rates, new construction, 
power sales and costs, power supply, 
margins, capital credits, personnel, 
member involvement, energy util¬ 
ization and the future. 

During the business session, 
members reelected three directors: 
Larry A. Haas of Belleville, Clarence 
Metter of Columbia, and Thomas 
W. Rosenberg of Red Bud. Haas, 
a director since 1973, is an engineering 
technology unit chief for McDonnell 
Douglas Corporation in St. Louis. 
Metter owns and operates a livestock 
and grain farm. Rosenberg also owns 
and operates a livestock and grain 
farm. Metter has been a director since 
1967 and Rosenberg since 1973. 

The officers’ report explained that 
the most significant factor in rising 
rates is the soaring cost of purchased 
power. “During 1978, 59.1 percent 
of our total operating cost was for 
wholesale power,” they said. “Ten 
years ago, around 40 cents of every 
dollar received went toward the cost 
of purchasing power,” they added. 
The primary reasons for the drastic 

surge in costs of purchased power 
include increases in the cost of fuel, 
environmental controls, regulations 
and inflation’s effect on construction 
costs for new gener g facilities. 

Monroe is a meml of Soyland 
Power Cooperative, e officers 
Through the affiliation th Soyland 
and its 14 other II _„is electric 
cooperative members, Monroe expects 
to start receiving its base-load electric 
power from the nuclear Clinton Power 
Station in late 1982 or early 1983. 
Soyland is a partner with the Illinois 
Power Company in the Clinton plant. 
Soyland plans to build its own coal- 
fired plant to meet the remainder 
of its members’ needs and that plant 
is anticipated to be operational in 
the mid-to-late 1980s. 

Rippelmeyer advised the members 
that the board has approved a program 
of capital credits repayment. He said 
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Electricity 
doesn’t 
take a 
vacation 

Many of our members assume when 
they leave on vacation their service 
meter stops until they return home 
from vacation. If they are on vacation 
for two weeks, they expect their 
electric bill to reduce to about 
one-half the normal usage. 

Let’s ask ourselves a few questions 
before we assume our electric bill 
should decrease by any considerable 
amount during vacation time. 
1. Was the water heater turned off 

during vacation time? Remember, if 
the electric water heater is left 
energized during vacation, it will 
continue to operate and maintain 
the tank temperature even if you 
are not using any hot water. 

2. Was the electric refrigerator 
disconnected? If the refrigerator is 
left on, it will continue to operate 
to maintain set temperature. 

3. Was the frost-free freezer turned 
off? Frost-free freezers and 
refrigerators will continue to cycle 
daily even if you are not at home. 
Many frost-free refrigerators are on 
a six-hour cycle, defrosting the frost 
on the coils and then cooling again 
with a very few minutes. 

4. Other appliances that are normally 
left on are dehumidifiers, clocks, 
pumps, sump pumps and automatic 
lighting. Of course, in the winter, 
heat is generally left on a lower 
setting to keep the plumbing from 
freezing. 
If you are determined that no 

electricity is to be used during your 
vacation, you can accomplish this by 
disconnecting the main fuse or breaker 
at the main entrance box. Remember 
in so doing those automatic 
appliances will stop. Your refrigerator 
and freezer will be defrosted and the 
de humidifier will not keep the 
basement free of moisture. 

We suggest that you read your 
meter when you leave for vacation and 
read it again when you return. By 
getting these readings, you can 
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determine the kilowatt-hour usage 
during your vacation. 

Another reminder is that many 
vacationers bring home one or two 
weeks supply of dirty laundry. Of 
course, this gets the electric water 

How are home builders meeting the 
tough new insulation standards that 
are now required by Farmers Home 
Administration? 

FmHA now specifies insulation 
levels of R-30 in ceilings, R-19 in walls 
and R-19 under floors (over unheated 
crawl spaces). These standards, which 
were unsuccessfully challenged by 
builders earlier this year, apply to all 
new construction that is financed 
either directly or indirectly by FmHA. 
New standards are also in effect for 
older homes but they are not as strict. 

Builders encounter few problems in 
attaining the R-30 level in ceilings: All 
they have to do is install two six-inch 
glass fiber batts, 10 inches of cellulose 
fiber or 12 inches of rock wool and 
the job is done. (This much insulation 
is, however, thick enough to obstruct 
attic ventilation and the builder must 
take certain precautions to insure a 
free flow of air over the insulation.) 

Attaining R-19 levels in walls, 
though, requires a little ingenuity. 

For many decades, the common 2 x 
4 wall stud has set the standard for 
wall thickness throughout the United 
States. The four-inch dimension 
(actually only 3 Vi inches nowadays) is 
only deep enough to attain R-12 with 
glass fiber and about R-13 with 
cellulose. 

The famed Arkansas House, with its 

heater off to a heavy work-out on the 
first day or two home. 

Remember, even though you are 
away from home, the electrical 
requirement for power in the home 
still exists. 

2x6 (actually 5 Vi inches) walls, can 
reach R-19 easily, but most builders 
don’t want to go to all the extra 
trouble of switching to walls that are a 
full two inches thicker. 

The National Association of Home 
Builders recommended early-on that 
its members add one inch of 
Styrofoam to the outside stud surface 
instead of the traditional one-half inch 
of fiber board sheathing they used to 
use. An inch of tongue-and-groove 
Styrofoam can add nearly R-6 to the 
wall’s insulation value. 

One Illinois manufacturer of 
modular homes adds rigid sheets of 

aluminum-clad R-6 insulation board to 
the insides of the exterior walls in 
order to achieve a total insulation 
rating of R-19. Joints in the board are 
sealed with a water-resistant tape so 
that the interior insulation layer 
doubles as an efficient vapor barrier 
also. 

The Small Homes Council of the 
University of Illinois designed its 
“Lo-Cal Home” in 1974, long before 
the new FmHA standards, but its wall 
R-values can easily satisfy the new 
standards—with room to spare. This 
plan uses two separate 2x4 exterior 
walls separated by a 1 Vi-inch space. 
This allows installation of one six-inch 
and one 3 Vi-inch batt for a total 
R-value of about 31. 

FmHA’s new insulation specs 
tough, but not impossible 
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HEARING AIDS 
SAVE $50-$250 

Hear and UNDERSTAND! 
All kinds of aids by mail. 
Try 30 days before you buy! 
No salesmen. Free catalog! 

RHODES. Dept. 109-M. Brookport, ILL 62910 

50 YARDS LACE $1.75 
LACE - LACE - LACE ... 50 yards of Lac* 
in delightful patterns. Edgings, insertions, etc. Assorted beautiful 
designs, colors and widths. Pieces at least 10 yards in length-none 
smaller. Marvelous for dresses, pillow cases, etc. Terrific as hem 
facing on new double, knit fabrics. Only $1.75 or double orders 
$3.35. 3 orders just $4.95. Pis. include 50t pstg. and hdlng with 
EACH set of 50 yards you buy. Satisfaction guaranteed! 

FREE with lace 50 BUTTONS! 
50 New. High Quality Buttons. Assorted colors, sizes and shapes 
Sent FREE with each lace order. Please allow up to 6 weeks for 
delivery. 
LACE LADY DEPT. LB-154 
315 N«. Tenth St. St. Lwi«, Mo. 631B1 

CONTINENTAL MFG. DEPT. HS 
3205 E. Abrams St. Arlington. Tx 76010 

WRITE OR CALL ANYTIME 817-640-1198 

f it FACTOR Y SPECIAL if 
sWUfiSB*   $299-95 

COMPARE AT 

$529.95 

Not a 
"Mustang' 
We have a 
bigger cut plus 

Delivered FREE 
to your town.. 

IIJ U 
pother features 

■k'Jf.l.l 
Over 3,000 Big, powerlul 8 H.P. Briggs & Stratton Mark VIII 
Riders, featuring a bigger cut. Fully assembled in crates, 
delivered tree. Dozier blade & grass catcher available. We 
are not a Mfg. Sales Co. selling other Co.'s products, we 
are the manufacturer. Order now or send for tree brouchure 
while they last! Write. 

ECONOMICAL 
DECORATIVE 
PRACTICAL 
SPACE SAVER 

Pyramid Garden 

33 lineal feet of garden row in a 3-foot 
area. Rugged steel construction—coating 
will not rust or crack. 
$15.95 each plus $2.50 freight and 
handling charge. 

Mail to: Gary Steel Products, Dept. M6, 
440 West 9th Ave., Gary, Indiana 
46406 Phone 219-949-2554 

NAME     

ADDRESS     

CITY  

STATE   ZIP   

QUANTITY  PRICE  
Do not send cash. Check or money order 
enclosed. CH   

wwwwnwwwwww 
LIFETIME 

TANK COATINGS 
Stop all leaks in steel and 
concrete — Prevent rust forever. 
Roof coatings for tar paper, 
composition and cedar shingles, 
and metal buildings. Anyone can 
apply all coatings. 

Fix it once and forget it. This is 
our 29th year. Let us send you 
complete information 

VIRDEN PERMA-BILT CO. 
Etox 71 601 N Ph.806-352-2761 

2821 Mays St. 

Amarillo, Texas 79109 

n 

GRAIN & IMPLEMENT Q AUK 
FACTORY DIRECT QflVI 
1-800-942-4626 

MIRACLE SPAN BUILDINGS 
call TOLL FREE or WRITE: 401 Easi Prospect Avenue ,'^t'k 

056 Mount Prospect. 

START NOW! 
THE GREENHOUSE “HYGR0-FL0” WAY IS 

SPREADING EVERYWHERE. SUPPLY SUPER¬ 
MARKETS & RESTAURANTS YEAR ’ROUND. 

THE PROVEN HYGR0-FL0® Then, let us show you a system 
TUBE GROWING SYSTEM AND 
GREENHOUSE MAKES GROW¬ 
ING FOR PROFIT A REALITY! 
If you have: 

• The ability to manage 
your own business 

• 15-20 hours per week to 
run greenhouse 

• The ability to follow de¬ 
tailed instructions 

• 1/4 acre of land or more 
• The ability to invest $10- 

12,000. 

Hygroponics North of Hygroponics, Inc. soon to be constructed 

20 miles west of St. Louis Airport near 1-70 and U.S. 40-61. 

in full production. Our 30’ x 
124’ greenhouse and the 
HYGR0-FL0® tube system of 
growing produces $15-20,000 
worth of tomatoes each year. 
To increase your success po¬ 
tential, the company provides 
free schooling and continued 
technical help with fully trained 
personnel and marketing assis¬ 
tance. 

PLEASE SEND ME FREE INFORMATION 
NAME     

ADDRESS 

CITY 

STATE .ZIP PHONE 

SEND 
THIS 
COUPON 
TO: 

(904) 265-3661 

HYGROPONICS 
INCORPORATED 

DEPT.18 
3935 N. PALO ALTO AVENUE 
PANAMA CITY, FLA. 32405 
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Cost of increasing regulation elaborate displays, and after the 
manned moon landings, he added a 
rocket ship to his program. The rocket 
ship, outfitted with a suitable array of 
fireworks, actually appears to lift off 
as it rises through the air on a series of 
ropes and pulleys. 

“The crowds like Ol’ Smokey more 
than just about any of the other 
displays, I think,” Baker says. 01’ 
Smokey is a replica of a steam 
locomotive, complete with cow¬ 
catcher, rolling wheels and smoke¬ 
stack. 

Clark launces 10- and 12-inch aerial 
bombs from half-buried mortar tubes 
to capture and hold the crowd’s 
attention with deafening roars, and 
intersperses Roman candles, fire¬ 
crackers, whisdes and jumping jacks 
throughout the program. The Liberty 
Bell, American Eagle, devil’s wheel, a 
smiling face and several other displays 
round out the spectacular. 

Clark builds all the displays at his 
rural home southwest of Lovington, 
and Mrs. Clark puts on a poduck meal 
for all those who help with the 
displays. When the food is gone, every¬ 
body helps load the assemblies on 
pickup trucks for the drive to the 
Lovington High School for final 
assembly. 

For safety reasons, Clark does all 
the firing himself. “Things get a litde 
hecdc during the firing and I wouldn’t 
want anyone to get hurt,” he says. 

Lovington did not have a fireworks 
program before the Clarks got into the 
act. Former Lovington Mayor Wendell 
Dahm and area minister Larry Beebe 
cooked up the idea of a Fourth of July 
celebration with the support of other 
community leaders and various civic 
groups, and Clark was “drafted” to 
develop the actual fireworks 
exhibition. 

He relishes his role as pyrotechnist, 
Clark says, but the real joy comes 
from seeing his family and friends 
working together on a community 
project and from the happiness the dis¬ 
plays bring to children and adults who 
view the traditional Lovington cele¬ 
bration of America’s independence. 

Clark devotes his time throughout 
the year to other community affairs 
too, as a member of the Lovington 
School Board and Lovington Ambu¬ 
lance Service Board. 

(Continued from page 1) 
before the electric cooperative con¬ 
ference. 

“They are not swayed by those 
who turned out for the rally,” the aide 
said, adding that many of those at the 
rally came out to see the celebrities. 
He went on to note that Congressmen 
have witnessed 20 years of demon¬ 
strations and such activities do not 
have much influence in Washington. 

During the session with Senator 
Stevenson’s assistants, Walter R. 
Smith, President of Soyland Power 

Cooperative of Decatur, urged 
Congress and others in leadership 
positions in the federal government 
to develop higher public profiles on 

matters relating to energy develop¬ 
ment, including nuclear, as he stressed 
the impact of media coverage in other 
parts of the country among persons 
who are not aware that elected 
officials put much more stock in the 
opinions of constituents than that of 
the demonstrators. 

As they talked with Congressmen, 
the Illinoisans noted that both the 
Rural Electrification Administration 
insured and guaranteed loan programs 
have no impact on the federal budget 
and that recent studies by the Office 
of Management and Budget and the 
General Accounting Office supported 
the cooperatives’ position. 

Lane 
CLEAR SPAN BUILDING COPP 

illllllllllllllli 

STEEL I-BEAM 
CONSTRUCTION 

AGRICULTURE 

30x48x12 
40x48x14 
40x72x14 
48x96x14 
48x120x14 
60x108x15 

AGRICULTURE-COMMERCIAL 

70x100x14 $12,995 

COMMERCIAL 

24x30x8 
30x30 X 8 FRAMED OPENING INC. $2,767 

STEEL I-BEAM CONSTR. 

40x42x8 $3,979 

UP TO 33% OFF LIST 
ON ADVERTISED SPECIALS 

CALL FOR PRICE GUARANTEES 

EAST AND MIDWEST.ci ail collect) 517-263-8474 

TOLL FREE IN MICH. .   800-292-0033 

OUTSIDE MICH    800-2480065 

WEST (call collect) . . . .   408-646-9777 

TOLL FREE IN CAL. . .   800-682-9250 

OUTSIDE CAL    800-538 9541 
o 
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Across the 
manager's 

Joseph J, Fellin 
Manager 

Now that spring has arrived, and the weatherman is 
a little more cooperative, cooperative crews are starting to 
catch up on the backlog of new services and construction 
of new lines to serve cooperative members. The hard 
winter and heavy rains of early spring kept us from 
performing much of the work we would have liked to 
have done. We will try to keep on top of new services as 
they come in, however please be patient. It may take a 
little longer than normal. We would appreciate being 
notified in advance of any service work that you may 
require to allow us to plan our work schedule without a 
hardship on anyone. 

Construction of new homes within our service 
area is progressing at a rapid pace. There are several 
new subdivisions presently under construction and more 
are in the planning stage. We expect to be building new 
services to new homes all summer. This will leave little 
time for regular maintenance. However, we do have 
plans to use outside contractors to perform some pre¬ 
ventive maintenance on our system this year. Preventive 
maintenance is important in keeping our distribution 
system in top condition. A sound system will curtail and 
lessen outage time due to minor wind and ice storms. 

During the summer we will utilize the services of 
the Industrial Transformer Company which will use 
infrared testing on all of our substations for hot spots, 
i.e. defective fittings, connections, insulators, etc. By 
detecting weak or danger spots ahead of time, we can 
replace defective parts and prevent outages before they 
occur. 

A helicopter spraying service will again be utilized 
this summer after an absence of a couple of years. The 
southwestern portion of our service area will be included 
in this year’s spraying for brush and weed control along 
cooperative lines and right-of-way. We feel this is the 
fastest, most economical way to control foliage growth 
over the more than 900 miles of line on the cooperative 
system. Members living within the areas to be sprayed will 

be notified prior to the utilization of this service. One 
of the cooperative’s employees will be present with the 
helicopter spraying team when it is in the area. 

The cooperative will also contract a crew from 
N. G. Gilbert to trim trees during this summer and fall. If 
you know of trees and brush growing in and under coop¬ 
erative lines that need trimming, please let us know. We 
would like to schedule this crew to get all the work done 
in one area before moving to another, rather than jumping 
back and forth. Your cooperation will be appreciated. 

It appears that 1979 will be a busy year for your 
cooperative. We will make every effort to continue to 
provide service as good as or better than rendered in 
the past. 

Read your meter 
on the same day each month 

You can’t keep track of your electric power usage unless 
you read your meter regularly! Suppose you’ve been 
reading the meter the day you get your bill every month. 
Then, you’re late by a full week one month. You have 30 
days of usage on your current bill, but you’ll have 37 days 
on the next bill and only 23 days on the next. 

Good news 
The board of directors and management of the cooperative, 
after a careful review of our present rate schedule, are 
pleased to announce that it will not be necessary to increase 
the cooperative’s base rates for the coming year (July 15, 
1979 to June 15, 1980). The Wholesale Power Cost Adjust¬ 
ment (WPCA) will continue to be applied on a monthly 
basis as during the past 12 months. We know all members 
are happy to hear this good news. 

Notice 
We will not be mailing self-addressed envelopes to 

the members this year. However, they will be available 
upon request. Please stop by or contact the cooperative 
office if you would like a 12-month supply of these self- 
addressed envelopes. Phone 939-7171. 
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The centennial of light 
Throughout 1979, an international celebration to 

commemorate the 10.0th anniversary of Thomas Edison’s 
invention of the incandescent electric light bulb will be 
marked by hundreds of events. On New Year’s Eve, 1978, 
the first public display of public lighting was recreated 
when all the original buildings of Menlo Park were lighted 
at the stroke of midnight, just as they were 100 years 
previous when the complex was located in New Jersey. 

Another major event was the Edison Symposium held 
February 9-12 at Disney World near Orlando, Florida, 
Sponsored by the Thomas Alva Edison Foundation head¬ 
quartered in Detroit, this symposium is only one of 
hundreds of special events planned across the country. 

One event in October will include the reenactment of 
the invention of the electric light using Edison’s original 
equipment in his Menlo Park laboratory, now located at 
Greenfield Village in Dearborn, Michigan. 

Thomas Edison’s close friend, Henry Ford, dedicated 
Greenfield Village and the Ford Museum nearby to 
American values and the ingenuity of Edison who he 
considered the greatest genius the world has ever known. 
To create the full effect, Ford removed the 82-year-old 
inventor’s first laboratory (board-by-board and nail-by-nail) 
from its original site in Menlo Park. Ford even transplanted 
the actual earth from the building’s front yard. On October 
21, 1929, at the Greenfield Village site, Edison himself 
reenacted invention of the light bulb. 

Thomas Alva Edison turned on the world’s first electric 
light at Menlo Park, in October, 1879. It wasn’t long 
after that event that Edison foresaw today’s energy chal¬ 
lenges: “The problem of fuel is one of the big problems of 

There was no "boss” in Edison's laboratories. Even after 
being accorded international honors and awards, Edison 
still punched in a time dock every day of his work. Men 

who worked with him said that Edison worked harder, 

longer and looked less like the owner of the plant than 

anyone present. (Courtesy of the Thomas Alva Edison 

Foundation.) 

JULY 1979 

the future. . .” (January 23, 1910, Brooklyn Independent.) 
He was probably the greatest inventor in history. He 

liked to define genius as “One percent inspiration and 99 
percent perspiration.” When a veteran and loyal associate, 
Walter Mallory, extended condolences because Edison Was 
making slow progress in trying to create a new non-acid 
type of storage battery (the nickel-iron alkaline battery), 
Edison replied; “Why man, I’ve got lots of results. I know 
several thousand things that won’t work.” 

WEATHERIZE NOW 
THE KEY TO ENERGY CONSERVATION 

Wanted: 

Members to Conserve Energy 

Apply Now for FmHA Home Weatherization 
Loans Through Monroe County 

Electric Co-Operative 

HOW IT WORKS — 
Homeowners need to deal only with your electric cooperative to secure this 
service. It is not necessary to apply to FmHA. Your cooperative will — 

Receive application for loans. . . 
Advise applicants what weatherizing work can be done. . . 
Refer you to qualified contractors. . . 
Determine whether work has been completed according to contract. 
Stretch out payments by homeowners over a five-year period by adding small 
monthly installments on your regular electric bill. 

WHO IS ELIGIBLE — 
Homeowners who are: 

Member-consumers of Monroe County Electric Co-Operative. 
Earning not more than S15.600 adjusted gross family income. 
In need of FmHA credit to pay for home weatherizing improvemehts at rates 
you can reasonably afford. 
In good credit standing with your cooperative. 

TERMS- 
Loans up to SI ,500 per family Maximum repayment period of five years. 
Interest rate will be nine percent. 
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At right, the focus is on the best in 
Illinois agriculture as several breeds 
of cattle are judged at the fair. Other 
animals, such as poultry, swine, mules 
and sheep, are judged as well during 
the largest agricultural exposition of 
its kind in the U.S. At lower left is the 
arch to the popular midway, near 
the main gate. At lower right, 
while most of the fairgoers walk, 
others take to the air to get across 
the fairgrounds and see the sights. 
The area is filled with entertainment, 
exhibitions, special tents and contests 
that all Illinoisans can enjoy. 

State Fair offers something for al 
The Illinois State Fair is set for 

August 9-19, and all the old 

standby features are still planned; 

some new attractions are in the 

works, too. 

Illinois Talent on Parade, a daily 

variety show, will present the best 

talent from throughout the state. 

It will feature Illinoisans of all ages 

in every kind of act, and will be held 

in the Illinois Building Theater. 

Racing buffs will be able to “Get 

the Feel of the Wheel,” as cars of 

every description, displays and well- 

known drivers fill this huge exhibition. 

Fans will be able to talk to drivers and 

crew members, and climb into a car to 

catch the flavor of the track. 

A Water Follies show is new this 

year, too, and the world’s largest 

pools and stage are used to pres 

the show. Champion stunt div 

water ballet scenes and lavish st 

production numbers will make 

two-hour show an attraction for ma 

For alternative energy enthusia 

there will be a Solar Hot Water De< 

Competition. The Institute of Nan 

Resources and the Illinois Office 

Education have joined forces 
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HERE’S THE SIMPLE 
ANSWER TO YOUR 

BEST STORAGE 
BUILDING BUY 

□ □ 
□ □ 
□ □ 
□ □ 

Are your purchase decisions often based on strength of 
products guarantee? 

Would you prefer a building designed by licensed 
professional engineers? 

Do you own machinery and other capital investment 
equipment that should be sheltered from the elements? 

Does your operation require flexibility in building design? 

If you answered “yes” on any of these questions, please get in 
touch with America’s leading farm builder, Wickes Buildings. Just 
mail the coupon. Or save time! Call the building leader toll 
free ... day or night: 
1-800-325-6400 (Missouri residents call 1-800-342-6600) 

' W Wickes Buildings 
A division of the Wickes Corporation 
General Offices: PO. Box 41070 
2410 Executive Drive, Indianapolis, IN 46241 

For complete information on any one of hundreds of 
Wickes Buildings designs send this today! 

1854-1979 

V Wickes 

Name 

Address 

State 

Member Services Director of Jackson 
Purchase Electric Cooperative, 
Paducah, and Krista Kennedy of 
Western Kentucky Rural Electric 
Cooperative and a Residential Energy 
Advisor for the Tennessee Valley 
Authority. Norris focused on his 
cooperative’s energy conservation and 
management plan and the various 

forms and worksheets used to com¬ 
plete home energy audits. Kennedy 
outlined how TVA personnel work 
with consumers for on-site inspections 
and audits. 

Bill Simpson of Country Mutual 
Insurance Company, Bloomington, 
used a slide presentation to illustrate 
wiring problems facing both farmers 
and insurers. He showed several 
instances of inadequately wired hog 
confinement buildings, many of which 
had a high potential for fire loss unless 
changes were made. 

At the right, Len Koch of 
Illinois Power Company was one 
of the speakers during the two- 
fay session. Below, power use 
ond member services represen¬ 
tatives gather pamphlets and 
brochures on energy conserva¬ 
tion and efficiency available 
during the meeting. 



Across the 
manager's 
desk 

Joseph J. Fellin 

Manager 

Printed below is a statement prepared by the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association (NRECA) relating 

their position on nuclear power. As a contributing member 
of NRECA your cooperative management endorses the 
statement which follows: 

Nuclear Power 
I. Summary 

The National Rural Electric Cooperative Association 
(NRECA) firmly believes that America’s electricity needs 
for the next 50 years require nuclear power. The latest 
power projections show emphatically that our nation 
must depend on coal and nuclear power in order to meet 
our requirements for electricity during the remainder of 
this century. Power projections over the next 10 years call 
for 300,000 MW of additional generation, much of which 
must be nuclear. Jobs, food and fiber production, and a 
host of other human basics are dependent on these new 
power resources. 

That there are lessons to be learned from the Three 
Mile Island incident goes without saying — important ones. 
And we need to act accordingly. But nuclear power is an 
invaluable resource that America, facing serious energy 
shortages, cannot afford to cast aside. It demonstrated that 
the Government must insist on competent, adequately 
trained professionals to operate our nuclear power plants. 

Arguments made against nuclear power on the grounds 
of safety, including possible diversion of weapons grade 
plutonium and/or nuclear proliferation, are grossly 
overstated and misunderstood. Federal research in the 
nuclear power field should be increased and redirected 
to deal with the so-called proliferation problem as it relates 
to nuclear power by a refined and revised fuel cycle and 
continued development of the breeder reactor. Decisions 
should be made promptly to provide the technical basis 
upon which a viable nuclear technology, including the 
breeder option, can be implemented. 

II. NRECA Position 
Our Government should enunciate a clear statement of 

policy which supports the efficient development and 

expeditious licensing and construction of nuclear power 
plants. 

NRECA supports establishing an adequate licensing 
procedure for nuclear power facilities. Health and safety of 
the American people must be paramount in licensing, 
constructing and operating nuclear power plants, and siting 
should be carried out in an environmentally acceptable 
manner. NRECA advocates a licensing process which serves 
the public interest by cutting out wasteful duplication of 
Federal and state requirements if we are to reduce the time 
for licensing and construction of nuclear power plants. 
Achievements of these objectives could save the consumers 
of America billions of dollars on their electric bills every 
year. 

Our Government must address the need for insuring 
sufficient fissionable resources and enrichment capacity, 
providing development of fuel reprocessing facilities and a 
breeder fuel cycle, and a permanent disposal technology for 
high level wastes. 

NRECA commends those members of Congress who 
continue to agressively support adequate, reliable power for 
the future, independent of foreign energy supplies. This 
must include the nuclear power option and the breeder 
reactor. We also urge prompt construction of the Clinch 
River Breeder Reactor Demonstration Project. 

Joseph A. Bassy of Columbia and Kimberly K. Thiele 
of Waterloo were among the sixty-six outstanding Illinois 
high school students who toured Washington, D.C., June 
8-15 during the annual "Youth to Washington" tour 
sponsored by the Illinois Electric Cooperatives. They 
represented Monroe County Electric Co-Operative, 
Waterloo. Pictured from left are Joseph, Kimberly 
and Gary But ter. A! EC tour director. 
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Your bill 
and your 
neighbor’s 

High winds, lightning disrupt 
power supply to Monroe 

High wind and lightning, along 
with heavy rain, hit the area Friday 
the 13th at approximately 8:30 
p.m. The Illinois Power Company 
transmission line that supplies power 
to the cooperative’s Waterloo and 
Millstadt metering stations was put 
out of service, causing approximately 
2,800 cooperative members to be 
without electricity. The Waterloo 
metering point affects the Waterloo, 
Poe and Fults substations. These 
stations were without power for 
approximately one hour. 

Illinois Power’s transmission line 
feeding the Millstadt substation was 
out of service for approximately three 
hours, until 11:45 p.m. There were 
approximately 900 cooperative 
members without electric service for 
that duration. 

What happens at the cooperative 
when outages are reported? 

After office hours we have an 
answering service to handle outages 
and dispatch service crews. Although 
there are two incoming phone lines 
to the answering service, there is 
only one person to answer the phone. 
This usually does not create a problem 
unless there are a lot of members 
affected and a large number of 
incoming calls. 

When a major outage occurs, the 
dispatcher is instructed to contact 
cooperative supervisory personnel, 
who then set up emergency procedures 
at the cooperative office. We then 
switch the incoming calls to the office. 
As at the answering service, we have 
two incoming lines and they ring 

As stated above, the major problem 
was power supply to the cooperative’s 
substations. After the substations were 
put back in service, there were several 
line outages on the cooperative’s 
system. The south feeder line from the 
Millstadt substation was damaged by 
high winds and trees on the lines. 
Some members on this feeder did not 
get their electric service restored until 

approximately 5:00 a.m. Saturday. 
The cooperative has no control over 

acts of God such as the storm Friday 
evening. We pledge our efforts to 
maintain our system to keep outages 
to a minimum and to dispatch repair 
crews to trouble spots as quickly as 
possible. 

We appreciate your cooperation 
and understanding during these times 
of duress. 

continuously. We answer them as 
quickly as we can. (If we sometimes 
seem curt and cut you off short, it is 
because the phone is continuously 
ringing.) We must also be in phone 
contact with the Illinois Power dis¬ 
patcher and in radio contact with our 
linemen working on the outage. 

Obviously there are times when a 
attempts to call in and the lines are 
busy or we are unable to answer the 
phone. 

We assure you the phone is not 
placed off of the hook to keep us from 
answering calls. We are deeply con¬ 
cerned about outages and outage 
time. Your calls enable us to pinpoint 
problem areas and are important to 
our getting electric service restored as 
quickly as possible. 

“Why is my electric bill higher than 
my neighbor’s? He has the same 
appliances I have.” 

This is a question occasionally asked 
us by members. We think others of 
you may have wondered about this 
too, and if so might be interested in 
having an explanation. 

If your bill is higher than your 
neighbor’s, you are using and buying 
more kilowatt-hours, too. Your bill 
may also be lower than another 
neighbor’s down the road. You pay 
only for the electricity you use, no 
more, no less. 

There are many logical reasons why 
one family may use more electricity 
than another even though they have 
the sarn . electric appliances and equip¬ 
ment. The main reason is the 
difference in living habits. 

One housewife may open her 
refrigerator twice as often as another. 
Each time this happens the motor 
must run to cool it again. 

Electric ranges use electricity 
according to the type and number of 
meals prepared. One family may have 
only one hot meal each day where 
another will have three. Also, one 
housewife may cook most of the time 
on the “high” setting, while another 
conserves electricity by turning the 
surface unit down when it is heated to 
the proper temperature. 

One family may keep its freezer full 
while another may have it only 
partially filled all the time. An empty 
freezer runs more often than a full 
one. 

No two families have exactly the 
same amount of washing, drying and 
ironing. 

Faulty or inadequate house wiring 
can also add kilowatt-hours to your 
electric bill. 

Some members read their meters 
the same date each month and some 
perhaps have six or seven weeks on 
some bills. 

There are many, many factors to 
take into consideration when 
comparing your bill to the neighbor’s, 
though you have the same appliances. 

Here is what happens when 
an outage occurs 
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Simple home weatherization steps 
can cut your costs 

Homes, both old and new, often 
have many cracks and openings, 

especially around windows and doors. 
Such cracks are heavy heat losers 
during the winter months, and are 
costly during the air conditioning 
season, too. Annoying drafts are 
present near windows or doors which 
need weather stripping. For example, 
most doors are fitted loosely so they 
will open and close smoothly. A crack 
of only one-eighth inch around a 
standard front door lets out as much 
heat as a 28-square-inch hole in the 
wall. 

In a properly insulated home, air 
leakage can account for up to one- 
third of the heating costs; a good 
reason to weather strip and caulk to 
cut down on this energy waste. 

One good thing about caulking is 
that it is an effective way to increase 
the comfort level and save money, and 
requires only a small investment. 
Another is that it is a fairly simple 
project for the average person. 

Caulking should be done wherever 
two different parts of a house meet 
at a stationary joint, such as around 

windows, doors, foundation sills, 
chimneys, water faucets, vents, 
electrical outlets and pipes. 

There are several kinds of caulking 
compounds available, and the prices 
vary widely. Generally, the long suit 
of the more expensive caulks is that 
they last longer, so you do not have 
to do the job very often. 

Caulking compounds are available 
in standardized 11-ounce cartridges, 
each of which will draw a one- 
quarter-inch bead 25 feet long. 

While shopping for caulking, keep 
in mind the following characteristics 
about various compounds: 

Elastomeric caulks—includes 
silicones, polysulfides and poly¬ 
urethanes. They are relatively easy to 
apply, give a neat bead, stick to most 
building surfaces, are long lasting and 
do not harden, so they will expand 
and contract slightly with the building. 
They are in the higher-cost range. 
Some require primers on porous 
surfaces, and some will accept paint 
while others will not. You will need to 
read the instructions on the label to be 
sure. 

Latex, butyl or polyvinyl base 
caulks—easy to apply, bond to most 
surfaces, are moderately durable, in 
medium price range. Acrylic latex 
in premium grade is recommended for 
most applications. 

Oil and resin-base caulks—readily 
available; bond to wood, masonry 
and metal. Their short (2-3 year) 
lifespan makes them less desirable than 
others, but they are the lowest in cost. 

Lead-base caulk is not recom¬ 
mended. 

If you need to fill a large gap, you 
may need to stuff in filler before 
applying the caulking compound. 
Oakum rope, caulking cotton, sponge 
rubber, fiberglass or self-sticking 
caulking cord should be used to fill 
extra wide cracks. Insulation scraps 
may also be used for this purpose. 

To install caulking, clean the 
area of chipping or flaking paint, dirt 
and deteriorated caulk before applying 
the new caulk. Stuff filler in extra 
wide cracks as needed. Lay a firm bead 
which overlaps both sides of the crack 
for a tight seal and firm adherence to 
the substrate. Rough beads can be 
smoothed out or squeegeed off with a 
moistened finger tip. 

There are several methods of 
weather stripping doors, ranging from 
applying adhesive-backed foam rubber 
to removing the door and cutting off 
part of it to install sophisticated 
devices. While the more complex 
methods offer advantages of more 
effectiveness or very long life, they 
may require installation by a car¬ 
penter. 

Adhesive- backed foam is very 

To: A.I.E.C. Publications 

P. O. Box 3787 

Springfield, Illinois 62708 

Please mail me   copies of the publication 

“Home Weatherization” 

(For each copy, enclose $1.00 to cover the cost of the 

book and pay postage and handling.) 

Please Print Name   

Mailing Address   

i City   State Zip   
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Tucker's Comers 
(Continued from page 9) 

looks much the same as it did back 
when Tucker opened it as a Cities 
Service dealer back during World 
War II. The front porch has been 
enclosed and a lean-to added to 
one side, but nothing else has changed 

much. The Cities Service clover gave 

way to the Humble sign, which was 
replaced by Enco. “We’re Exxon 
now,” Tucker notes. 

After three decades of aging, the 
little crossroads community now 
seems to enjoy the peaceful sedateness 
of being firmly in the back-water of 

things. Tucker notes that one old 
custom went by the boards years ago. 
No longer does the mail carrier stop by 
in his Model A Ford every day for his 
customary fifty cents worth of gaso¬ 
line, nor do the big oil rigs stop in, 
bringing in their hungry workers. 

Looking back on his three decades 
in the little crossroads town, Tucker 
says, “I had a little store, just 18 by 24 
feet, but it did a pretty good business 
for its size. Tucker’s Corners is a nice 
little place.” 

DO-IT-YOURSELFERS-BEAT HIGH HOUSING COSTS 

The Miles 
Home Recipe 

Ingredients: 
• Pre-cut materials • No big downpayment 
• Blueprints • Low monthly payments while building 
• Step-by-step instructions • 3 full years to build 

Mix all ingredients on your favorite lot (it may not have to be fully paid for) 
Add in plenty of patience, spare time and top it off with pride You've done it' 
You've home-made your very own home with the Miles-Build-lt-Yourself Recipe 
Mail coupon today for full details on how you can cook up your own home, 
and start a better life Allow 4 weeks for delivery or send $1 00 for priority 
handling 
There’s a representative near you. 

Phone: 
In N.IL: 
In IM. Cen IL: 
I n S. Cen I L: 
In SW IL: 
In SE IL: 

(8151 544 0254 
(309) 267 7919 
(217) 625 7754 
(314) 285 3486 
(618) 994 2836 

Sena me your FREE Great Homes Idea Booh 

MILES HOMES Depl IL-31 
4500 Lyndale Ave. N. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 55412 

Name  

Miles Homes; 
Address. 

City  -Zip- 

County  

Phone l ). 

The do-h-younelters friend. 
I plan to do □ all or □ part ot the work 

$1 00 enclosed tor priority handling 

1979’s biggest farm bargain. Call free! 

l-800-241-8444(;n800eO2892i13C3a31,' 

Celebration Savings... 
Call Now! 
For over 125 years, the Wickes Corporation has been building 
customer confidence. The kind of confidence you’ll enjoy in 
owning our special commemorative building. 

(Subject to mileage limitations 
and crew availability) 

Price good through September 30,1979 

Call the Leader today 
for celebration savings! 

Aluminum roof and sides 
(2) 20’ x 13’ end doors 
(1) 3’ x6'8” entry door 
(6) 3’ x 9' skylights 

(Additional lengths available 
in 18' increments) 

This sturdy, off-peak structure provides maximum space for years 
of dependable, weathertight storage service. And now, through 
September 30,1979, it’s specially priced! 

Celebrate the Wickes 125th Anniversary with big savings. Give us 
a toll-free call; you’ll be amazed at how easy it is to match your 
farm storage needs with literally hundreds of 
professionally-engineered designs from America’s storage 

t leader...Wickes Buildings. 

Wickes 
Buildings 
A Division of the Wickes Corporation 
General Offices: P.O. Box 41070 
2410 Executive Drive • Indianapolis, IN 46241 
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Across the 
manager's 
desk 

Joseph J. Fellin 
Manager 

In the past, we have written articles about and have 
run “Peak Awareness” advertisements. You have more 
than likely heard or read the term “load management.” 

Electric energy is instantly produced at the time it is 
needed; it cannot be placed in a container and saved or 
stored. This means that electric generating stations, trans¬ 
mission, and distribution systems must be designed and 
built for the peak period or time of highest electric usage, 
even if this may be only for one or two hours a day, one 
day a year. The investment required to provide the capacity 
to meet the peak periods is substantial and must be added 
to the total cost of supplying electricity to the consumer. 

Some electric utilities have been researching methods 

of load management in an effort to reduce their power 
costs and to lower consumers electric bills. Load manage¬ 
ment is employed in several ways; mandatory control of 
peak usage, rate reduction for off peak consumption and 
voluntary control exercised by the consumers are a few 
methods of load management. The idea behind load 
management is to shift or stagger electric loads to lower the 
peak demand on a utility system. 

The electric water heater is a good example of how 
load management can work. There are devices on the 
market which can control the peak load by interrupting 
the current to consumers’ water heaters for a short period 
of time. The interruption, normally seven to 15 minutes in 
duration, would not be noticed by the consumer. If a 
substantial number of units are controlled, the peak load 
can be reduced substantially. Air conditioning loads can 
also be controlled the same way. 

You may be asking what is holding up this develop¬ 
ment and why all utilities aren’t using the same type of 
load control system. The answer is the additional invest¬ 
ment required to install load control systems. 

There is a way that each member of MCEC can 
help accomplish load control without the extra investment 
by your cooperative. That is to voluntarily control the peak 
demand of your home. 

Why would you want to voluntarily control your 
peak demand? What is in it for you? 

Monroe County Electric Cooperative’s wholesale 
power cost is based on (1) a base cost per kilowatt-hour (2) 
a demand charge based on the actual demand used or 75 
percent of the summer peak demand which ever is higher, 
and (3) a fuel adjustment cost. This means that if the 
members of the cooperative would voluntarily control their 
electric usage and shift it to off peak periods, your electric 
cooperative’s average cost per wholesale kilowatt-hour 
would be less. Thus the WPCA on your electric bill could be 
lower because of the savings in demand charge to the 
cooperative. 

Before you can help control peak demand, you as 
a member consumer need to be aware of what causes peak 
demands on the cooperative system. Peak demands occur 
when everybody is using electrical appliances at the same 

time of day. When evening meals are being prepared, when 
clothes dryers and hot water heaters are being used, when 
air conditioners are on, when milking machines are being 
used and/or other electrical appliance loads are on at the 
same time create peak demand on the cooperative’s system. 
Shifting some of these loads to later in the evening or 
early in the morning could result in substantial savings in 
power costs to the cooperative. 

New developments in load management are being 
tested daily. What the future holds is hard to say. The 
directors and management of your cooperative will 
continue to keep abreast of new developments in load 
management and related activities. I am sure in the future 
we will see load management equipment available for the 
membership. 

NOTICE 
IN THE FUTURE, WE WILL ACCEPT 

COLLECT TELEPHONE CALLS FOR 
OUTAGES ONLY!! 
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When you are using 
HOT mTER 

u Wastes u Saves 
your money when you... your money when you... 1 '©L 

1. 
i =@1 

o Wash few clothes. Wash full loads. 

2. 
wrt^®toLp | 

© Wash with too much hot 
water. # Wash only very dirty clothes 

in hot water. 

/ Fill bath tub full. 3. / F'11 only 1/4 full. 

Wash dishes under running 
faucet. 4. Wash and rinse dishes in 

two pans. 

v Have a leaking faucet. 5. Fix the leaking faucet. 

<5 6 

Have bare hot water pipes. 6. r1 Wrap hot water pipes. 

prepared by Tennessee Valley Authority • Division of Power Utilization 
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How you gonna keen ’em down on the farm? 
Simple. Get the facts from 
America’s leading farm builder . . . 
Wsckes Buildings (and keep the dime). 

We’ve made it easy. One toll-free call will get you 
money-saving information on America’s largest 
selection of top-flight agricultural buildings. Pick 
and choose from hundreds of different floor-plans 
and option packages for livestock, utility and 
machinery storage. All designed by licensed 
professional engineers. All backed by our 5 
year warranty. 

Superior workmanship. Superior construction 
materials. Superior selection, for the exact 
custom-tailored building you need. That’s the 
easy way to keep ’em all down on the farm! 

Start your savings today. For more money-saving 
information just pick up your phone and call the 
Leader. .. Wickes Buildings. Dial toll-free 
1-800-241-8444 (Georgia residents call 1-800-241-1333) 
or write: 

Wickes 
Buildings 1854- w 
A division of the Wickes Corporation 
General Offices: RO. Box 41070 
2410 Executive Drive • Indianapolis, IN 46241 



FBFF 
100 Surprise Gifts 

from Hume Brand Companies 
PcMtftgt and handling ranges from ABSOf t f M Y I-HfrA to an 
avrragr of only 17c prr gift if y«»u choose* Al l. IfMi f.ll- IS . 

RLISH— RUSH— send today for your 
inflation fighting kit. We can only promise 
you the availability of ALL 100 GIFTS 
offered if you act quickly since many of our 
participating distributors make these 
fabulous offers for a limited quantity and 
period of time. So mail your coupon today. 

• 1978 Intlalion Figmeis Kil Inc 310 Madison Aye NY NY 10017 

INFLATTON FIGHTERS~COUPON "j 1 
FREE GIFTS, Dept. FGF-107 

I 310 Madison Ave., New York. N.Y. 10017 I I 
Enclosed is: 

j □ SI.SO plus SOc postage and handling for j 
One Inflation Fighters Kit 

J □ S3 for Two Kits - ALL DIFFERENT * 
PRODUCTS - (We pay all postage and I 
handling) (Limit 2 kits per family) 

Leading U.S. companies believe that Lipsticks; Nail Polish 
once you try their products you may con- r'nrif'rpv PRI 
tinue to use them. Thanks to special arrange- 
ments with national distributors you can P,re;>umf; MlX' ^ r^i 
choose all 100 GIFTS FREE forjust postage Cloths; SoaPs and Cl 

and handling. Imagine GIFTS DRUGSTOREPRi 
manufactured by companies like — Hygiene Products; V 

Revlon Johnson & Johnson !eanStrS . i 
Colgate Palmolive Max Factor Toothbrusnes; Nail F 
Hallmark Warner Lambert JEWELRY—Stickp 
Dupont Clairol Gold Electroplated C 
Hosiery Corp. of America Gillette Barrettes; Bracelets: 
Now these incredible “free to you” gift Earrings, 

offers have been assembled in the GIFT & HOIS 
remarkable “Inflation-fighters Kit”. Buttons; Cleansers; 
Through its overflowing “Free Gift Pages" Shoe Laces; Pens 
you can choose FABULOUS FREEGIFTS FUN PRODUCTS 
for the entire family! Here are just a few of Patches; Miniature P 
the surprise gifts we’ve arranged for you to in addition, your i 
receive; crammed full of valua 
HEALTH & BEAUTY—Deodorants; discount offers, and 
Shampoos; Moisturizers; Sun Tan Lotions; information you nee 
Acne Aids; Pantyhose; Eye Shadows; Fighting Consumer. 

Name 

I Address 

State  Zip  
Canadian Orders add $1 00 extra Oiv ol Inllalion-fightets Kit. Inc 



Across the 
manager's 
desk 

Super insulate your 
water heater 

Your electric water heater is a large part of your total 
electric bill. But there is an economical way to reduce 
this cost. You see, the more insulation your electric water 
heater has, the less energy it uses, and the more money you 
save. Your water heater already has some insulation 
between the tank and outer metal cover. But it’ll pay you 
to wrap another layer of insulation around it. The cash 
outlay is so little and the payback is so rapid, you’ll recover 
your costs in a few months. After that, you’ll enjoy lower 
hot water costs for the life of the appliance. 

Materials Needed: 

1. Foil-backed insulation, 3Vi” R-ll blanket type 
2. Duct tape 
3. Scissors or knife 
4. Tape measure 

Safety Precautions: 

Don’t cover the temperature pressure relief valve with 
insulation. 

Instructions: 

1. Measure water heater’s circumference (distance around) 
2. Buy the amount of insulation needed. (Actually, you’ll 

probably have to buy a roll and this will likely be far 
more than you need. So you might like to share a roll 
and its cost with a neighbor.) 

3. Cut a sample piece. Be sure you’ve cut the correct 
length. It should go completely around the water heater 
without lapping or being compressed. Now cut enough 
pieces of this length to fully cover the unit, all around 
and from top to bottom. (Fig. B) 

4. After cutting the required number of pieces, lay them on 
a flat surface and tape them together. (Fig. C) 

Joseph J. Fellin 

Manager 

A 

Electric News 
618-939-7171 WATERLOO, ILLINOIS J 

5. With the foil on the outside, wrap the taped insulation 
around the heater. Secure with duct tape. (Fig. D) 

6. Cut a round piece for the top. Cut as necessary to fit 
around pipes, then tape in place. (Fig. E) 

7. To aid future service, mark location of access doors 
to the elements, drain valve, and electrical connections. 

CAUTION: For Safety reasons, do not apply the above 
instructions to a gas-fired water heater. Contact your 
gas company. 

Electric Water Heater 
Efficiency Use Notes: 

1. Before insulating, check the thermostat setting, it 
shouldn’t be above 150 degrees. 

2. Wait until you have a full load before running the 
automatic dishwasher or clothes washer. 

3. Don’t leave hot water running while handwashing 
dishes or shaving. 

4. Use warm or cold water when possible for clothes 
washing, and always use cold water for rinsing. 

5. Take short showers or shallow tub baths. 
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If line trouble occurs. . . 
How to change a fuse or reset a breaker 

1. — Check your fuses and circuit breakers to be sure the 
trouble is not in your electrical system. Always keep 
extra fuses—both screw and cartridge type—on hand. It 
is physically impossible for Monroe County Electric 
Cooperative to make service calls to replace fuses. 
This is the member’s responsibility. 

Should your lights be extremely dim, a different 
problem exists. The cause will often (not always) be due 
to a blown main cartridge fuse in your fuse panel.. 
Should this happen, disconnect your service by pulling 
the main fuses by or tripping the main breakers. Failure 
to do so could damage any motor driven appliances such 
as refrigerators, freezers, air conditioners, well, etc. 

When the cause of a reported outage is found to be your 
fuses, a service fee will be charged. Should this call 
involve overtime, the fee will be appropriately higher. 

2. — If you find that your fuses are O. K., check with 
neighbors to see if they have electric service. Call 
Monroe County Electric Cooperative immediately 
(day or night) to report the outage. Phone 939-7171. 

3. — When reporting an outage, please give the account 
name and the map location number. . . .(it is found 
on your electric bill stub.) 

I 
1. First, disconnect lamps and 

appliances in use when 
circuit went out. 

2. Make sure your hands are 
dry; stand on a dry board 
or rubber pad, jf possible. 
Open main switch, or 
pull-out section of panel 
labeled “main” in the 
service entrance, to cut off 

current while working at 
the branch circuit box. 

3. Identify the blown fuse. 
When a fuse blows, the 
transparent section 
becomes cloudy, or 

blackened. 

4. Replace the blown fuse 
with a new one of proper 

size. The smaller sizes screw 

in and out just like light 
bulbs. If the blown fuse of 

a cartridge type, located in 
the pull-out section, it can 
be removed and replaced 
by hand pressure. 

5. Close the main switch, or 
replace pull-out section, to 
restore service. 

6. Throw away the blown 
fuse. 

NEVER, NEVER, NEVER put a penny behind a 
fuse. There is extreme danger that your house or 
buildingowill burn down. 

HOW TO RESET A CIRCUIT BREAKER 

1. Move handle to OFF position 

2. Push handle past OFF position 

3. Return handle to ON position 

® Flashlight 

How to test your fuses 

(2) Remove one battery 

3® 4 

INSERT FUSE, REPLACE CAP. IF 
THE BULB LIGHTS THE FUSE IS 
GOOD. GLOW WILL BE DIMMER 

SINCE YOU HAVE ONLY ONE 
BATTERY IN THE FLASHLIGHT. 
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WILD GINSENG 
ROOT WANTED 

Top prices paid. Checks mailed 
same day shipment received. 
Write for price list. St. Louis 
Commission Co., Dept. 2, 
4157 N. Kingshighway, St. 
Louis, Mo. 63115 

If Ruptured 
TRY THIS OUT 

Modern Protection Provides Great 
Comfort and Holding' Security 

An “eye-opening” revelation in sensi¬ 
ble and comfortable reducible rupture 
protection may be yours for the asking, 
without cost or obligation. Full details 
of the new and different Rice Support 
will be sent you Free. Here’s a Support 
that has brought joy and comfort to 
thousands—by releasing them from 
Trusses that bind and cut. Designed to 
securely hold a rupture up and in where 
it. belongs and yet give freedom of body 
and genuine comfort. For full informa- 
l ion—write today! WIRRIAM S. RICE, 
I no., ADAMS, N. Y., 13605 DEl’T. 

UPPER & LOWER 

• HIGH QUALITY AT 
BUDGET PRICES 

• SAME DAY SERVICE 

• FITTED BY LICENSED 
DENTIST 

• WILL ACCEPT INSURANCE 
AND MEDICARE PAYMENTS 

• COMPLETE DENTAL 
SERVICES OFFERED 

IF YOU ARE TRAVELING 
THROUGH MISSOURI STOP 
AND VISIT ON YOUR WAY. 
FREE RV HOOKUPS. CALL OR 
WRITE TODAY FOR FREE 
DETAILS. 

MID-AMERICA 

Denture 
Clinic 
Frederick C. Lauer, D P S . 

Bus. Loop 1-44 West, Rt. 3, Box 19-C 
ML Vernon, MO 65712 (417) 466-7196 

HUNDREDS OF SATISFIED 
PATIENTS FROM 

CALIFORNIA TO NEW YORK 
FROM WISCONSIN TO TEXAS. 

£ %30T,% ANNIVERSARY 
1949-1979 

W€ DUILD OLD-FASHIONCD 
CRAFTSMANSHIP INTO 
YOUR NCW HOMC. 
No pre-fab or pre-cut with Nordaas American Homes. 
We build your home the old fashioned way, board-by¬ 
board, with expert crews to do the construction. 
What's more we’ll build to your plan orany of the 1001 
plans you select from our files. Free plan service, free 
delivery of materials within 1200 miles, big discounts 
on furnishings and appliances. Send coupon or 
phone collect for color brochure and list of quality 
standards. 

NORDAAS AMERICAN HOMES 
Minnesota Lake, MN 56068, Dept. 1281-JJ 

Phone: (507) 462-3331 

/A AZTEC FARM BUILDINGS 
AJBk. INTRODUCTORY OFFER 

HZIKys S2,000 OFF 
•DISCOUNT BASED ON SIZES ALREADY MANUFACTURED 

machinery •grain shnp 

for immediate response call TOLL FREE 

1-800-942-4628 
AZTEC STEEL BUILDINGS 

401 East Prospect Avenue, Mount Prospect, Illinois 60056 

WE NEED DISPLAY 
BUILDINGS IN 
CERTAIN PARTS OF 
YOUR STATE. IF 
YOU QUALIFY, YOU 
CAN SAVE UP TO 
$2,000. ON THE 
PRICE OF AN ALL 
STEEL AZTEC FARM 
BUILDING. 

IDEAL FOR 
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about 40 percent over the loss with 
single glass only. Insulating glass 
(double pane plus one-quarter-inch to 
one-half inch air space) plus storm 
windows may reduce the single glass 
loss rate by 60 percent. 

But this still leaves a relatively 
enormous loss rate when compared to 

the loss through walls, even uninsulated 
walls. Put another way, a one-quarter 
inch thickness of plywood is nine 
times better an insulator than a 
one-quarter inch thickness of glass. 

INVENTORY ADJUSTMENT SPECIAL! 

PILOT'S GLASSES AT 
UNBELIEVABLE PRICES! 

ONUT 

$6.95 
• Impact Resistant 
• Handcrafted 
• Polished Glass Lenses 
• Hardened Metal Frames 
• Money Back Guarantee 
Send check or money order (plus $1.00 for postage 
and handling) to United States Optics. Dept. 383. P.O. 
Box 14206 Atlanta. GA 30324. (Specify gold or silver 
frames.) SPECIAL: Order now and get TWO PAIR for 
$13 plus one dollar handling charge. Ten-day. money- 
back guarantee. 

FREE! During this limited offer. 
Deluxe velour lined protective case. A $3.00 value. 

LIMITED OFFER FROM U.S. OPTICS 

form & ranch 
INSURANCE 

Our insurance can help prevent finan¬ 
cial disaster or crippling losses. 

Cover your home and personal property, 
farm buildings, farm and personal 
legal liability, plus many other special 
coverages and options available. 

fB 
National 

Farmers Union 

U Property and Casualty Company 

SEE YOUR LOCAL AGENT OR CONTACT OUR STATE OFFICE AT (217) 793-0090, 
1045 OUTER PARK DRIVE 321, SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS 62704.  

EVERY HOME CAN NOW HA VE HOT WA TER HEA T 

WITHOUT PLUMBING A T LOW COST AND 

00 AWAY FOREVER WITH GAS AND OIL PROBLEMS 

Here's luxurious, soft, gentle, floor-to-ceiling 
warmth — in coldest weather — that only 
hot water can produce. By electricity. Eco¬ 
nomically. Without cold floors, drafts or 
too-hot, too-cold periods. It's safe, clean, 
quiet, no polluting fumes or ashes. 

The INTERTHERM Hot Water Electric Base¬ 
board Heating System Costs Less to Install 
than Central Heating — No Maintenance. 
Because there's no boiler, burner, furnace, 
pipes, ducts, flues, chimney, blower or fuel 
tank. Let us give you facts. 
FREE! So Easy To Have in Your Home. 
For a single hard-to-heat room to an entire 
home, apartment, condominium or com¬ 
mercial building send today for free brochure 
with full details, prices and nearest whole¬ 
sale distributor from whom these heaters 
are available at a cost so low you will be 
amazed. 

INTERTHERM INC.; Dept.LL-109 

3800 Park Ave. St. Louis, Mo. 63110 
Manufactured by INTERTHERM INC, 3800 Park Ave, St. Louis, Mo. 63110 

For new as well as exist¬ 
ing home, apartments, 
condominums, offices, 
other buildings and single, 
hard-to-heat rooms. 

INTERTHERM 
HOT WATER ELECTRIC 
.BASEBOARD HEATING. 

Permanent Systems for Entire Homes 

- Portable Models for Single Rooms 

Almost 2,000,000 Sold Already. 

How It Operates Economically. Each INTER¬ 
THERM Heater contains a permanently- 
sealed-in electric heating element and a water- 
antifreeze solution. Electricity heats the 
water-antifreeze — which, in turn, heats the 
room. Then shuts off by a pre-set thermostat. 
The water-antifreeze continues heating the 
room with the electricity off — saving 
electricity. 

MAIL COUPON FOR FUll INFORMATION! 
INTERTHERM INC.; Dept LL-109 (314) 771 2410 
3800 Park Ave.; St. Louis, Mo. 63110 

□ Please send me FREE Brochure with full de¬ 
tails, prices and nearest wholesale distributor 
from whom these heaters are available at low 
cost. 

Name   Phone  

Address  Zip   

City  State  

E-5099 
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Across the fpl ^ I 
manager's 1 

desk ‘ 

Joseph J. Fellin 

Manager 

In this month’s message to the membership, we will 
cover and discuss several topics of interest that your electric 
cooperative is involved. 

Right-of-Way Maintenance 
The helicopter spraying service scheduled for the 

southwestern portion of the cooperative’s service area in 
early July was delayed because of weather conditions. As 
this article is being written, the spraying service is being 
utilized to perform brush and weed control along coop¬ 
erative lines and right-of-way. We apologize for the delay. 
We feel this is the fastest, most economical way to control 
foliage growth over the more than 900 miles of line on the 
cooperative system. 

The cooperative will also contract a tree-trimming 
crew to start approximately October 15, 1979. This crew 
will trim trees that could affect service to our members 
because they are growing into the cooperative’s distribution 
and service lines. If you know of trees and brush growing 
into and under cooperative lines that need trimming, please 
contact the cooperative at 939-7171. Please remember that 
the cooperative is responsible for line and foliage main¬ 
tenance up to the meter. Anything past the meter is the 
member’s responsibility and the tree trimming crew will not 
trim trees past the meter. 

We appreciate your cooperation in our right-of-way 
maintenance program. 

Construction of Three-Phase Lines 
In our efforts to improve the continuity and 

reliability of service to our membership, approximately 
eight miles of new three-phase feeder lines will be con¬ 
structed yet this fall. 

One of the new three-phase lines will be built in the 
Beck Vocational School area. The new line will be built 
from Route 156 south, along Beck Road. This line will be 
served out of the New Athens Substation. 

The other line will be built along Forest Hill Road 
from Route 163 north of Millstadt to Wagner Road then to 
Imbs Station Road. 

These new three-phase lines are being built to relieve 
some of the load on the single-phase lines in the respective 

areas and will allow the cooperative to feed other lines 
from different directions in case of line outages. In 
summary, improved service to the members in these areas. 

Return to the Winter Rate 
Effective with this month’s (October 15) electric 

payment, you are to use the Winter Rate (black portion) in 
your rate chart. 

Collect Telephone Calls to Report 
Outages Only 

The cooperative is now accepting collect 
calls from members to report outages only. The notice 
hs been published in the Illinois Rural Electric News 
center section, the Monroe Coop Echoes and 
printed on your electric bill since July. We will 
appreciate all members’ cooperation in this 
matter. 

WPCA 

Why is it higher 
than last year’s 

Several members have asked us why the Wholesale Power 
Cost Adjustment (WPCA) is higher this summer than 
last summer. 

There are two reasons--one, the summer peak demand on 
the cooperative’s system was higher or about the same as 
last year but the kilowatt-hour (kwh) sales were lower. This 
type of condition causes our average cost of power to 
increase since the fixed charges or demand is high and the 
kilowatt-hour sales are lower. 

Another reason was a twelve (12) percent increase in our 
cost of wholesale power that went into effect October 1, 
1978. Rather than change our present rate structure to 
reflect the increase, we passed the additional cost to the 
member through the WPCA. 

Please remember that no other operating costs are passed 
through the WPCA-only increased cost of power. In August 
of 1978, we paid 2.43 cents per kwh and in August of this 
year we paid 2.85 cents, a difference of $4.20 per 1,000 
kwh. 

Sixty five (65) cents of every dollar paid to the coop¬ 
erative for energy goes for the payment of wholesale power. 
If you would like more information concerning the Whole¬ 
sale Power Cost Adjustment, send us your name and 

address and we will forward a pamphlet to you that gives a 
detailed explanation of the WPCA on all members’ 
electric bills. 
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Checking Your Heating System 
The summer is zooming right past 

us and it's time to get ready for 
winter. Although many heating sys¬ 
tems are relatively maintenance free, 
others require a yearly routine of 
getting them ready for winter oper¬ 
ation. 

Tax Credits 
In order to encourage conser¬ 

vation, tax credits are allowed on 
weatherization measures on your 
home. A tax credit of 15 percent of 
the first $2,000 for authorized 
weatherization measures may be taken 
on your federal income tax. Internal 
Revenue Form 5695 must be used to 
apply for the credit. 

Insulating of air ducts is an author¬ 
ized item for tax credit. Heat loss from 
ducts in unheated crawl spaces or attic 
spaces can account for 15 percent of 
the total heat loss. 

All Furnaces 
Read the owner's manual as it will 

help in understanding your heating 
system. All belt-driven models should 
be checked for belt wear and proper 
belt tension. Oil the motor if it has 
cups or plugs over the bearings on each 
end of the motor. Caution! Do not 
over-oil. On belt models, oil the shaft 
bearings of the fan. Vacuum fan blades 
with care. The frames of furnaces and 
many other heating systems are 
grounded, therefore, a faulty vacuum 
cleaner could cause you to receive an 
electrical shock. On fossil fuel fur¬ 
naces, check all flues and chimneys 
for leaves and bird nests. Check brick 
and rock chimneys for faulty mortar 
joints. Make sure ignitable items, such 
as clothing, cobwebs and paper are not 
too close to flues. Check all supply 
and return openings to be sure they 
are not blocked by furniture, drapes 
and other items. 

Gas Furnace 
The air filter in the return air duct 

should be cleaned or changed. The 
pilot light nozzle should be turned off 
and cleaned by running a fine wire 
through the orifice of the nozzle. If 
you have trouble keeping the pilot on, 
the thermocouple may need changing. 

To check the burners, turn up the 
thermostat and let the burners warm 
up for 5 minutes. Only blue flames 
should be showing. Adjust the com¬ 
bustion air intakes until the flame lifts 
off the burners — a sign of too much 
air — and then reduce air intake until 
the flame sets back down on the 
burners. You do not want yellow 

showing in the flame. 
Electric Furnace 

The air filter in the return air duct 
should be cleaned or changed. Electric 
furnaces are normally installed using a 
heating thermostat that brings on all 
the elements in the furnace whenever 
the thermostat calls for heat. This 
causes the furnace to give a blast of 
hot air and later the house cools until 
it is almost uncomfortable before the 
blast of hot air comes rushing out 
again. A two-stage heating thermostat 
or two-stage heating — one-stage 
cooling thermostat, if you have cen¬ 
tral cooling, and the addition of one or 
two outdoor thermostats would make 
the heating much more even, giving 
greater comfort. This arrangement 
should add life to the furnace elements 
and fan motor, since the system would 
not need to cycle as often. 

Oil Furnace 
Drain off water that may have accu¬ 

mulated in the outdoor storage tank. 
This water comes from condensation 
due to changes in temperature of the 
weather. The fuel filter in the oil line 
to the furnace should be changed, and 
the air filter in the return air duct 
should be cleaned or changed. The 
nozzle on gun-type furnaces should be 
changed before each heating season. 

To check the flame, turn on and 
observe. If black smoke continues to 
be given off the tip of the flame, the 
furnace is out of adjustment. The 
proper oil-to-air ratio will give a clean 
burning flame. Even with a proper 
burning flame some soot will be given 
off during start-up. A soot buildup 
inside the firebox will act as insula¬ 
tion and rob the system of its heating 
efficiency. 

Wood Or Coal Burning Equipment 
These vary greatly in type and 

design, but a good inspection of grates, 
fireboxes and chimneys should turn up 
possible trouble spots. Acquaint your¬ 
self with the danger of creosote 
deposits, especially in the chimneys. 

Individual Room Heaters 
Check for foreign matter such as 

lint, paper and hair. Vacuum and turn 
them on while you can open the doors 
and windows. Burning the dust off can 
be extremely irritating to the nose, 
eyes and throat. Lint shoud be blown 
out of thermostats. A hand hair dryer 
can be used for this, with the dryer on 
the cool setting. 

Heat Pump 
Heat pump owners should make a 

special effort to understand the 
various stages and modes of heat the 
system goes through varying temper¬ 
atures. The outdoor thermostats are 
set according to the heat loss of your 
home at various outdoor temperatures. 
If you have added insulation since 
these were installed, it is probable that 
the setting should be changed. Clean¬ 
ing the outdoor unit may be necessary 
several times a year, since the outdoor 
unit works year-round and leaves and 
grass accumulate in it. 

A good serviceman should go over 
the entire system at least once a year. 

Word of Warning 
If you attempt to service any 

heating system, be aware of the 
possible hazards. If you fail to get the 
proper flame color, or have doubts 
about your ability to service your 
equipment properly, call an exper¬ 
ienced serviceman. Your cooperative 
will be able to advise you of qualified 
servicemen in your area. 
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Former REA official 

McDonald 

McDonald selected 
new IVEC manager 

NON-ELECTRIC 
MYLUMINUM HEAT SHEET 

RADIATES BODY HEAT 
TO KEEP YOU WARM! 

SHEET 

BOTTOM 
SHEET 

ELECTRICITY 
•NO COSTLY FUEL 
•NO BATTERIES 
• NO WIRES 
• NO POWER COSTS 

NOW — a miracle of technological development in 
AEROSPACE INSULATION to protect astronauts from 
the incredible cold of outer space — MYLUMINUM 
HEAT SHEETS — defy bitter, all-winter, nighttime cold 
... let you sleep luxuriously in a cozy toasty-warm bed as 
if you had used an electric blanket! 

Practically weightless — actually lighter than your 
regular bed linens which fit over it — the MYLUMINUM 
HEAT SHEET is made from a New Miracle Mylar — a 
soft, thermal/aluminum-like fabric that blocks out the 
cold, YET INSTANTLY ALLOWS THE NORMAL 98.6° 
BODY TEMPERATURE TO REFLECT AND RADIATE 
ITS OWN WARMTH RIGHT BACK TO YOU! No needfor 
heavy blankets or comforters — a lightweight cover will 
do. 

MYLUMINUM HEAT SHEETS are stain resistant. 
Make sure every size bed in your house has one Try the 
MYLUMINUM SHEET and stay warm every night while 
your thermostat is turned down Prove it without risk. If 
you’re not warmly pleased, return it within 14 days for 
your purchase price refund (less postage & handling, of 
course). MYLUMINUM HEAT SHEETS make wonderful 
house-warming gifts, too. Special savings on extras. 
Order today and take advantage of our FABULOUS 
LOW PRICE! 

 MAIL THIS NO-RISK COUPON TODAY  

ENCORE HOUSE. Dept. DNT-7 
Robert* Lane, Glen Head. N Y. 11545 
YES! I want to take advantage of your fabulous LOW 
PRICE Please RUSH me the incredible space-age 
MYLUMINUM HEAT SHEET(s) ordered below 
Fill In quantity daalrad. 

_ (#110) Twin-Size only $4 95; Z for $8 95 

.(#120) Queen-Size only $6 95; 2 for $11 95 

. (#130) King-Size only $7 95; 2 for $12 95 

Total number sheets ordered 
Please add S1 postage & handling for one sheet 

SI 50 for two S3 for four 
I understand that if I m not fully satisfied with my 

order I may return it within 14 days for a complete 
refund of my purchase price (less postage & handling, 
of course) 

Amount enclosed S (NY residents please 
add sales tax) No C O D s please 
CHARGE IT! □ VISA Exp 

□ Master Charge Date   

Credit Card “ 

Name   

Thomas R. McDonald, interim 
general manager of Illinois Valley 

Electric Cooperative since August 6, 
has been named general manager of 
the Princeton-based electric 
distribution cooperative. 

McDonald replaces M. M. Jontz 
of Princeton, who retired effective 

August 10, after 21 years 
service as manager of Illinois Valley. 
Prior to his appointment in 1958, the 
Princeton native was general foreman 
for the cooperative. 

McDonald retired on October 6, 
1978, after a 28-year career with the 
Rural Electrification Administration. 
At the time of his retirement, he was 
the assistant administrator for the 
electric program, assisting the REA 
administrator in conducting the rural 
electric loan program on a national 
basis. 

A native of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 
McDonald graduated from Marquette 
University, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, in 
1949 with a degree in electrical 
engineering. In 1955 he received a law 
degree from Blackstone College of 
Law in Chicago. He is a registered 

professional engineer. He joined the 
REA staff as an engineering trainee 
in January 1950, and served in various 

capacities throughout the nation, 
including 10 years in field positions. 
He was an assistant power supply 

officer for six years and in 1970 was 
appointed chief of the Engineering 
Branch, North Central Area—Electric. 
The North Central Area includes 
Illinois, Wisconsin, Ohio and Iowa. 

Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
provides electric service to more than 
5,500 member-owners residing in 
Knox, Bureau, Putnam, Stark, Lasalle, 
Marshall and Kendall counties. 
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EVERY HOME CAN NOW HA VE HOT WA TER HEA T 

WITHOUT PLUMBING A T LOW COSTAND 

DO AWAY FOREVER WITH GAS AND OH PROBLEMS 

Here's luxurious, soft, gentle, floor-to-ceiling 
warmth — in coldest weather — that only 
hot water can produce. By electricity. Eco¬ 
nomically. Without cold floors, drafts or 
too-hot, too-cold periods. It's safe, clean, 
quiet, no polluting fumes or ashes. 

The INTERTHERM Hot Water Electric Base¬ 
board Heating System Costs Less to Install 
than Central Heating — No Maintenance. 
Because there's no boiler, burner, furnace, 
pipes, ducts, flues, chimney, blower or fuel 
tank. Let us give you facts. 
FREE! So Easy To Have in Your Home. 
For a single hard-to-heat room to an entire 
home, apartment, condominium or com¬ 
mercial building send today for free brochure 
with full details, prices and nearest whole¬ 
sale distributor from whom these heaters 
are available at a cost so low you will be 
amazed. 

INTERTHERM INC.; Dept. LL-119 

3800 Park Ave. St. Louis, Mo. 63110 
Manufactured by INTERTHERM INC, 3800 Park Ave, St. Louis, Mo. 63110 

For new as well as exist¬ 
ing home, apartments, 
condominums, offices, 
other buildings and single, 
hard-to-heat rooms. 

INTERTHERM 
HOT WATER ELECTRIC 
JASEBOARO HEATING. 

Permanent Systems for Entire Homes 

- Portable Models for Single Rooms 

Almost 2,000,000 Sold Already. 

How It Operates Economically. Each INTER¬ 
THERM Heater contains a permanently- 
sealed-in electric heating element and a water- 
antifreeze solution. Electricity heats the 
water-antifreeze — which, in turn, heats the 
room. Then shuts off by a pre-set thermostat. 
The water-antifreeze continues heating the 
room with the electricity off — saving 
electricity. 

MAIL COUPON FOR FULL INFORMATION! 

INTERTHERM INC.; Dept. LL-99 (314) 771 2410 
3800 Park Ave.; St. Louis, Mo. 63110 

O Please send me FREE Brochure with full de- 
tails, prices and nearest wholesale distributor 
from whom these heaters are available at low 
cost. 

Name   Phone  

Address  Zip   

City   State  

E-5099 

form & ranch 
INSURANCE 

Our insurance can help prevent finan¬ 
cial disaster or crippling losses. 

Cover your home and personal property, 
farm buildings, farm and personal 
legal liability, plus many other special 
coverages and options available. 

National 
mm Farmers Union 

u Property and Casualty Company 

SEE YOUR LOCAL FARMERS UNION AGENT OR CONTACT ONE OF OUR DISTRICT 
OFFICES: SPRINGFIELD (217)528-8418, MT. VERNON (618)242-6498.  

HEARING AIDS 
SAVE $200 

AII-in-the-Ear Aid will help 
you hear and understand! 
Try 30 days before you buy! 
No sajesman. Free catalog! 

RHODES. Dept. 109-V Brookport. ILL 62910 

DELUXE FOLDING SCISSORS 790 
An open & shut case of convenience. Quality 
steel blades, cushioned plastic handles, ingen¬ 
iously engineered to fold to absolutely safe 3" 
size to slip easily into pocket, purse, sewing kit, 
first aid kit, glove compartment, tackle box, 
etc. Great for in-store coupon clipping. Vinyl 
case included. A great value at only 79ft Pr., 
2 Pr. $1.50, 6 Pr. $4.25, 1 Dz. $7.95 ppd. Fund 
Raisers write for quantity prices. Money-back 
guarantee. Pis. allow up to 6 wks. for delivery. 

TWO BROTHERS, INC. Dept. FS-516 
BOB Washington St. Louis, Mo. 63101 

UPPER & LOWER 

• HIGH QUALITY AT 
BUDGET PRICES 

• SAME DAY SERVICE 

• FITTED BY LICENSED 
DENTIST 

• WILL ACCEPT INSURANCE 
AND MEDICARE PAYMENTS 

• COMPLETE DENTAL 
SERVICES OFFERED 

IF YOU ARE TRAVELING 
THROUGH MISSOURI STOP 
AND VISIT ON YOUR WAY. 
FREE RV HOOKUPS. CALL OR 
WRITE TODAY FOR FREE 
DETAILS. 

MID-AMERICA 

Denture 
Clinic 
Frederick C. Lauer, D P S. ^ 

Bus. Loop 1-44 West, Rt. 3, Box 19-C 
Ml. Vernon, M0 65712 (417) 466-7196 

HUNDREDS OF SATISFIED 
PATIENTS FROM 

CALIFORNIA TO NEW YORK 
FROM WISCONSIN TO TEXAS. 
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Across the 
manager's 
desk 

At our Annual Meeting in April of this year, Coop¬ 
erative President Robert Rippelmeyer spoke to you about 
the possibility of returning Capital Credits to the member¬ 
ship. Your board of directors recently voted to refund 
capital credits assigned for the years of 1950 and 1951. 
This will amount to a capital credit retirement of 
$42,311.00. The checks will be mailed approximately 
December 1, 1979 to present and former Cooperative 
members who were receiving electric service from Monroe 
County Electric Cooperative during these two years. Our 
goal at the present time, is to make general retirements of 
two years each year until we achieve a twenty year cycle. 
Thus, we expect to pay back capital credits for two years 
annually through 1987, at which time we will have paid 
capital credits through 1967. Then, we expect to pay them 
yearly thereafter staying with the 20 year cycle. Of course, 
this depends on the Cooperative’s remaining in a sound 
financial condition during this period of time. 

There are many of us who do not fully understand the 
basic definition of capital credits and margins. Margins are 
a member’s payment in excess of costs of furnishing that 
member electric service. This margin of payments over cost 
is shown on the Cooperative’s balance sheet by an item 
called “equity.” Equity represents the member/owners 

contributions of capital to the business. Because of the 
cooperative nature of our rural electric system and the 
bylaws by which we operate, each dollar of payment by a 
member in excess of the cost of providing electric service is 
an investment in the Cooperative by that member, which 
the member is entitled to recover at some time. 

Briefly, capital credits are allocations of margins to 
individual members, based on the member’s proportionate 
contributions to the margins realized. Unlike many other 
organizations, including many other types of cooperatives, 
electric cooperatives presently have one primary source of 
equity capital, their margins. This is an important con¬ 

sideration in the rural electric cooperative’s efforts to raise 
capital from sources outside the Federal Government. 

A rural electric cooperative must produce margins in 
order to develop equity. Equity is a requirement for coop¬ 

eratives to remain in business and each member should 
contribute his share toward remaining equity. A coop¬ 
erative should establish rates at levels sufficient to retire 
capital credits and yet maintain or increase the coop¬ 
erative’s equity. If rates are set at an inadequate level and 
capital credits are retired, then the present day member is 
not providing the necessary revenue to maintain our current 
equity level. 

Unlike a common stock owner in a private utility who 

receives a return of dividend on his stock, the member 
contributor of cooperative equity receives no return on his 
contributed capital, other than the electric service he 
receives, presumably at a lower cost. 

According to the Bylaws of the Cooperative, all general 
retirement of capital credits shall be made in order of 
priority according to the year in which the capital was 
furnished and credited. The capital first received by the 
Cooperative, being first retired. 

The Cooperative has returned capital credits to 
members totaling $327,428.00. This total constitutes 
general retirement of Capital Credits through 1949 of 
$135,497.00, and retirement of Capital Credits returned to 
estates of former members in the amount of $191,931.00. 

After the initial mailing of Capital Credit checks, we 
will be asking for assistance in locating former members so 
they can receive their Capital Credit allotments. 

Please feel free to contact the Cooperative office if you 
have questions concerning the retirement of Capital Credits 
or other Cooperative matters. 

Happy Thanksgiving 

FROM THE 
BOARD AND 
STAFF OF 
MONROE COUNTY 
ELECTRIC 
CO-OPERATIVE 
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kilowatt (KW) of the actual demand registered or 75 
percent of the peak demand registered in the summer 
months June 15 to September 15, whichever is higher. For 
example, our system set a demand of 13,399 KW in the 
month of August 1979. In October a low-usage month (not 
much heating or air conditioning), we established a KW 
demand of only 7,960, but we were billed for 10,092 KW 
of demand. Therefore, we were billed $9,167.60 for 2,132 
KW of demand we did not use. (2) 1.71 cents for each 
kilowatt-hour (KWH) of electricity purchased, and (3) a 
power cost adjustment which varies monthly, based on the 
cost of fuel to generate electricity. 

Thus the cost of wholesale power per kilowatt-hour to 
the cooperative varies from month to month. Our base 
retail rate was established on a wholesale power cost of 
2.283 cents per kilowatt-hour. Anytime our cost goes above 

this figure, it is passed on to the member as the wholesale 
power cost adjustment. This may seem repetitious, and it is. 
However, we receive inquiries each month as to what is that 
“WPCA” on my electric bill and why is it necessary?” 

Peak Demand 
What can you do to help alleviate and control 

electricity rates and the WPCA charge? Just slow down the 
growth in “Peak Demand.” What is peak demand? It is that 
one single 15-minute period of one single day each year 
when members of the cooperative use the most electricity. 
That period is generally sometime between 4 p.m. and 8 
p.m. during the hottest part of summer. You, as an in¬ 
dividual, can help by scheduling the use of heavy demand 
appliances, clothes dryer, water heater, electric range, and 
air conditioner, when possible, to before noon and after 8 
p.m. If everyone would cooperate it could save us all in 
electric costs. (The peak demand on the cooperative system 
for 1979 was reached at 6:15 p.m. on August 6.) 

Inflation 

Along with the increase in power cost, inflation has hit 
the cooperative’s pocketbook the same as it has yours and 
mine. Labor costs have gone up, the cost of materials and 
equipment have continued to soar (see chart). We have tried 
to hold controllable costs to a minimum. The 
accompanying pie graph shows how your 1978 revenue 
was divided. 

We have listed reasons why the cost of providing 
electricity has increased. We have again attempted to 
explain our wholesale power cost and how it affects the 
WPCA that appears on your monthly statement. We would 
be happy for you to come in and visit us with your 
questions. 

Mail Delay 

It has come to our attention that many members did 
not receive notice of these area meetings until the day of 
the meeting or a day or two after the meeting. We apologize 
for this. However, the notices were mailed at least seven 
days in advance for the meeting held in Maeystown and ten 
days in advance for the other meetings. We used our bulk 
mail permit No. 5 to mail the meeting notices. They 
apparently were held up at one of the post offices. Again, 
we apologize for this inconvenience. We assure you that 
future mailings of meeting notices will be mailed early and 

with first-class postage. Thank you for your understanding 

in this matter. 
Capital Credits 

Now the good news. Earlier in the year, we indicated 
that your board of directors had agreed to return capital 
credits for patronage for years of 1950 and 1951. Coop¬ 
erative Manager Joe Fellin made this official with the 
announcement at the area meetings. 

Patronage refund checks amounting to $42,310 will be 
mailed to all present and former members that purchased 
electricity from the cooperative during the years 1950 and 
1951. To date, the cooperative has returned $369,739 in 
capital credits to present and former members of the 
cooperative. 

Financial condition permitting, we expect to return 
two years of capital credits each year until we reach a 
20-year cycle. 

How Your 1978 Revenue Was Divided 

Total Revenue $2,294,755 

Monroe County Electric Co-operative 
Peak Demand - Waterloo Substation 
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DO-IT-YOURSELFERS-BEAT HIGH HOUSING COSTS 

The Miles 
Home Recipe 

Ingredients: 
• Pre-cut materials • No big downpayment 
• Blueprints • Low monthly payments while building 
• Step-by-step instructions * 3 full years to build 

Mix all ingredients on your favorite lot (it may not have to be fully paid for) 
Add in plenty of patience, spare time and top it off with pride You've done it1 

You've home-made your very own home with the Miles-Build-lt-Yourself Recipe. 

Mail coupon today for full details on how you can cook up your own home... 
and start a better life. Allow 4 weeks for delivery or send $1.00 for priority 
handling. ™ ™ ™ ™ M _ 

CATALOG 

There's a representative near you. 
Phone: 
InN. IL: (815)544-0254 
InN.CenIL: (309)267 7919 
InSWIL: (314)285-3486 
InSEIL: (618)994-2836 

■ Sena me your FREE Great Homes Idea Book ■ MILES HOMES Depl I L-31 
4500 Lyndale Ave. N. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 55412 

Miles Homes | 
City  

County. 

-Zip- 

Phone ( ). 

Dwarf fruit trees, 
award-winning 
roses, shrubs, 
vines, shade trees, 
bulbs--almost 
400 varieties and 
assortments. 

STARK BRO’S AU-New, Free Catalog 
Shows How You Can Have an Orchard In 
Your Backyard with STARK DWARF 
TREES that Bear Full-Size Fruit. 

See how to grow full-size sunny-gold or crimson- 
red delicious Stark Apples. Peaches. Cherries. 
Pears, even in a tiny yard. Harvest bushels of fruit 
for table, canning, freezing, or to sell at profit. Al¬ 
most 400 varieties and assortments of Exclusive 
Leader and U.S. Patented Fruit. Shade and Nut 
Trees. Bulbs. Roses. Shrubs, and Vines--al! pic¬ 
tured in glorious color. Mail coupon TODAY! 

STARK BRO S NURSERIES & ORCHARDS CO. 
Box AI03C9 Louisiana, Mo. 63353 

STARK BRO’S NURSERIES & ORCHARDS CoH 
| Box A103C9 Louisiana, Mo. 63353 
□ Rush New Color Catalog FREE! 

(Please Print I 

I t I 
I Miss  | 

The do-h-yourtellen friend 
I plan to do D all or □ part ot the work 

jj^J $1 00 enclosed tor priority handling 

form & ranch 

f£ 

INSURANCE 

Our insurance can help prevent finan¬ 
cial disaster or crippling losses. 

Cover your home and personal property, 
farm buildings, farm and personal 
legal liability, plus many other special 
coverages and options available. 

National 
Farmers Union 
Property and Casualty Company 

SEE YOUR LOCAL FARMERS UNION AGENT OR CONTACT ONE OF OUR DISTRICT 
OFFICES: SPRINGFIELD (217)528-8418, MT. VERNON (618)242-6498.  

Prevents fish kills 
Eliminates off odors 
Adds life giving oxygen 
Attracts ducks to open water 
Burns up pollutants which grow 

algae permitting fish life to 
flourish 

Easy to install-comes complete- 
plugs into house current 

Can be installed through ice 
For further details write 

gen-ffiRator 
Box 305,. Mequon. Wl 53092 

or call (414) 242-2630 
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Portable humidifiers are becoming an increasingly popular appliance in the home. Proper humidification during the 
heating season can make for more comfortable surroundings, but it is possible to over-humidify a dwelling. Among the 
problems which can occur because of over-humidification is too much moisture in the insulation material, which can 
cause a reduction in the insulation value. 

and similar water-consuming activities. 
Water vapor from these activities will 
increase the indoor relative humidity. 

High levels of humidity during 
winter can cause condensation on 
inside colder surfaces such as window 
glass, inside surface of metal grills of 
exhaust, inside surfaces of exterior 
walls, ceilings, reduce insulation 
effectiveness and possibly cause water 
vapor to consense and accumulate in 
the framing and building materials. As 
a result, the ultimate cause can be 
deterioration of structural members if 
such moisture condensation is quite 
frequent or continuous. 

Usually, such high moisture pro¬ 
duction is related to excessive use of 
humidifiers, water seepage in the 
basements, no vapor barrier over damp 
ground and crawl spaces, water 
seepage into heating ducts located 
under a slab, unvented clothes dryers, 
improperly vented gas hot water 
heaters, unvented gas space heaters or 
similar items. Homes that usually have 
good vapor barriers in the walls and 
ceilings, but no vapor barrier above 
ground crawl spaces and inadequate 
exhaust fans in the kitchen, bathroom 
and laundry room, will have sufficient 
moisture accumulation. Also, 
electrically heated homes (no com¬ 
bustion air needed) with low air 
infiltration rates, normal rates of 
household water vapor production and 
a vapor barrier in the ceiling may have 

considerable moisture buildup. 
Some methods of decreasing the 

humidity levels in the home involve 1) 
installation of a dehumidifier, 2) 
installation of adequate exhaust fans 
for the kitchen, bath and laundry 
areas, 3) installation of humidistats to 
control bath and laundry exhaust 
fans, and 4) proper ventilation of 
clothes dryers. The exhaust air from 
these ventilation fans should be vented 
to the outside air. All exhaust fans 
should also be equipped with an 
automatic back-damper which 
prohibits the reverse flow of unde¬ 
sirable air. 

Table I, based on date published by 
the National Association of Home 
Builders, can serve as a guide for 
attaining a proper humidity level in 
the home. It shows the indoor relative 
humidity at a point of which conden¬ 
sation will occur, assuming the inside 
air temperature is 70 degrees F., for 
both single and double glass windows 

at various outdoor temperatures. 
In conclusion, there are many 

situations which would tend to cause 
low humidity and high humidity levels 
in the home. The activities within a 
home greatly affect the house’s 
atmosphere. Therefore, try to achieve 

a desirable “mid-range” relative 
humidity level of approximately 35-40 
percent in the home and on extremely 
cold days, when the outside temper¬ 
ature is below average, approximately 
-10 degrees F., adjust the humidistat 
to a lower setting in order to avoid or 
reduce moisture accumulation or con¬ 
densation in the home. A precise 
formula for attaining a proper 
humidity level cannot be simply stated 
due to the many variables which affect 
humidity levels. Contact your local 
cooperative if you need more specific 
information in attaining the proper 
humidity level based on the activities 
within your home. 

I-' To: A.I.E.C. Publications 

P. O. Box 3787 
Springfield, Illinois 62708 
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“Home Weatherization” 

(For each copy, enclose $1.00 to cover the cost of the 

book and pay postage and handling.) 
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Across the 
manager's 

Joseph J. Fellin 

Manager 

We have just finished a series of area member meetings 
held at Maeystown, Hecker, Columbia and Waterloo. 
Realizing that time is limited at our Annual Meeting, the 
area meetings are scheduled for cooperative personnel to 
get out and meet and become better acquainted with 
the cooperative members. We use this time to discuss, on an 
informal basis, the operations of the cooperative, wholesale 
power costs, rates and other matters that the cooperative 
may be involved in. 

We appreciate the opportunity to meet those attending 
the area meetings and only wish more of you could have 
attended. For the benefit of those unable to attend, we will 
review the material covered at these area meetings. 

Conservation 
Our nation, with six percent of the world’s population, 

consumes 35 percent of the world’s total energy pro¬ 
duction. We are using far more energy than our own natural 
resources can supply, so dependence on foreign sources 
grows each day. Alternatives to the short energy supply 
include, but are not limited to, increased domestic pro¬ 
duction of oil and natural gas, relief from governmental 
regulations, relief from environmental restrictions, im¬ 
proved technology and efficiency of energy consuming 
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equipment, including automobiles, electric generating 
plants and home heating equipment, and conservation of 
energy. Although conservation will not solve our energy 
problems, it will buy time and serve as a stalling technique 
to give our technology time to implement feasible and 
economic new sources of energy. 

Energy Audits 

It is logical that conservation efforts begin in the home, 
where energy saving can come rather easily. At these area 
meetings we announced a new Energy Audit Program for 
cooperative members. This energy audit includes an on-site 
inspection of your residence. Our energy audit experts will 
inspect your home and give recommendations on caulking 
and weather-stripping of windows and doors, ceiling attic, 

wall and floor insulation, basement and crawl space 
insulation, storm windows and doors, and adequate 
ventilation. 

The cooperative energy auditors will be able to advise 
you where and how much insulation is needed, and they 
can give you cost and pay-back factors on improvements 
made. The energy audit is available to all cooperative 
members, at no cost, regardless of the type of energy used 

to heat your home. Call the cooperative’s Member Service 
Department for further information. 

Power Costs 
Operation expense, wholesale power cost and the 

wholesale power cost adjustment (WPCA) on your electric 
bill was discussed. It was pointed out that wholesale power 
cost is the largest single expense to the cooperative, being 
59.1 percent of total revenue in 1978. This expense 
through October 1979 has increased to 63.5 percent. It was 
explained that the cooperative is charged three ways for the 
electricity purchased: (1) a demand charge of $4.30 per 

Cost of materials and equipment 
ITEM 1967 1972 1977 1978 
10 KVA Transformer $145.00 $155.00 $255.00 $260.00 
30’ Pole 17.00 21.00 40.00 48.71 
35’Pole 21.00 42.00 56.00 72.50 
8’ Crossarm 6.00 8.00 12.00 18.50 
Ground Rod 4.57 5.44 8.66 7.50 
1/0 Triplex .24/ft .17/ft .35/ft .47/ft 
Pole Top Insulator .59 .79 1.13 1.31 

From 1970 to 1975 the average cost of a mile of distribution line increased $1,353. 

A new Digger Truck purchased in 1969 cost Monroe County Electric $23,355 
A new Digger Truck purchased in 1977 cost Monroe County Electric $54,734 

A new Service Truck purchased in 1972 cost Monroe County Electric $14,000 
A new Service Truck purchased in 1978 cost Monroe County Electric $33,870 
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