
inside, and three part-time people. We 

need all the cooperation and 
information available from you to 
make your electric service the best 
possible. We appreciate your help and 
interest and enjoy working for you. 

The annual meeting is scheduled for 
March 5. Your annual report with a 
proxy will be sent out in about a 
month. We hope you read it and plan 
to attend the meeting. It is held in the 
evening for your convenience. The 
program will be brief so you can get 
home at a reasonable hour. Hope you 
can come. 41-31-14 

In closing my remarks, please note 
that several account numbers have 
been placed here. This is done in an 
effort to help you recognize yours. If 
you find your number please call the 
office to report your name and 
account number and mention that you 
saw it here. You will be given $5.00 
credit on your next electric service 
bill. 

Willard Sammons 
appointed to 
FMEC Board 

Willard Sammons, a 47-year-old 
farmer from rural Geneseo, has been 
appointed by the Board of Directors 
of Farmers Mutual Electric 
Cooperative to fill the unexpired term 
of the late Donald R. Plumley. Mr. 
Plumley was killed in a farm accident 
on October 10. 

A native of South Dakota, 
Sammons came to Illinois after 
completing military service in 1953. 
He became a member of FMEC in 
1959 when he went into farming, and 
has been in a partnership farming 
operation, in SKS Farms, for the last 
two years. He and his wife, Yvonne, 
have four children and one grandchild. 

WILLARD SAMMONS 

Install standby equipment properly 
To have a safe electrical standby 

system, it must be installed properly. 
During the winter when we are 

battling ice storms, one of the primary 
concerns to our linemen is a member’s 
use of standby generators and alter¬ 
nators which might not be properly 
connected. An improperly installed 
generator or alternator is a real safety 
hazard to the men repairing the lines. 
Standby equipment, used as an alter¬ 
nate source of power installed without 
the required safety connections, can 
feed electricity back out through the 
transformer into your cooperative’s 
distribution system at 7,200 volts, 
creating a hazard for linemen. 

The National Electrical Code 
requires that a double-throw safety 
switch be installed on the member’s 
system to provide the permanent 
positive safety needed when standby 
equipment is being used. If you still 
have standby equipment or have access 
to a unit, we suggest you contact an 
electrician to install a double-throw 

switch in your wiring system, hope¬ 
fully before the next emergency arises. 
Now, while it is still fresh in your 
mind, is the time to make arrange¬ 
ments for getting that double-throw 

switch installed. 

The double-throw switch can mean 
protection for your equipment, too. 
Our linemen are instructed to use 
grounding sets on the lines they are 
working on. This is for their 
protection. The grounding set will also 

cause a generator or alternator to be 
shorted out should it be improperly 
installed allowing current to flow out 
onto your cooperative’s distribution 
system. The double-throw switch is for 
your safety, too. 

The wiring of a typical double-throw transfer switch. Note that the neutral 
(white) wires are fastened together while the hot (red or black) wires are fastened 
to the switch terminals. The switch is shown in the neutral or open position. 
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Dennis Keiser, A! EC Energy 
Utilization Specialist, works with 
electric cooperative personnel in 
matters relating to energy 
conservation, insulation and energy 
efficiency. 

Energy conservation policy 
now an REA loan requirement 

Changes in loan-making policies of 
the Rural Electrification 

Administration now call for each 
REA-financed electric cooperative to 
develop energy conservation policy 
and to implement it with adequate 
staff and funding. 

“These policies suggest guidelines 
for rural electric systems to use in 
developing energy conservation 
programs,” Agriculture Secretary Bob 
Bergland said, “but the basic decisions 
on how to carry out the programs will 
be left to the individual cooperatives.” 
REA Administrator Robert W. 
Feragen added, “Evidence of such 
activities will be included as part of 
REA’s loan application procedures.” 

A related REA policy developed in 
conjunction with energy conservation 
is one that outlines guidelines for rural 
electric systems to use in obtaining 
information for system planning and 
for forecasting REA loan fund 
requirements. 

“These new policies were developed 
after extensive review of the energy 
conservation programs of more than 
250 electric utilities,” Feragen said, 
“and incorporate many of the 
suggestions received by REA from its 
borrowers.” 

(REA makes loans to finance 
electric and telephone facilities in rural 
areas, enabling more than 1,000 
REA-financed systems—including 30 
in Illinois—to provide service to over 
18 

29 million people in 46 states, Puerto 
Rico and ihe Virgin Islands.) 

Alex Mercure, Assistant Secretary 
of Agriculture for Rural Development, 
said the REA conservation efforts are 
extensions of those of the Carter 
Administration and are not aimed at 
bringing about immediate reductions 
in the amount of power being 
provided to electric cooperative 
members. Instead, he said, the efforts 
are thought to be means to forestall 
the construction of major new 
generating projects through 
elimination of energy waste. 

Delaying through energy 
conservation the need to add 

. . the basic decisions 
on how to carry out the 
programs will be left to 
the individual cooper¬ 
atives.” 

additional generating plant capacity 
can have an impact on slowing the rate 
of increase of consumer electric rates, 
since generating plant construction is 
one of the most significant factors 
affecting rates. 

The heart of the REA policy on 
energy conservation is the guideline 
that a cooperative made up of 4,000 
or more members should have one 

person working full time (or the 
equivalent time of several persons) to 
assist members to conserve energy. “If 
a cooperative has more than 4,000 
members, the man-hours devoted to 
energy conservation should be 
appropriate to its work plan and 
objectives and consistent with the 
greatest number of members. This 
guideline would not require a 
cooperative of 16,000 to have four 
people working full time. It would 
require, however, an allocation greater 
than the time of one person,” Feragen 
outlined in a memo. For cooperatives 
with less than 4,000 members, REA 
will give consideration to the pooling 
of resources with other organizations. 

Future loan applications must 
include the following. 

energy • a copy of the board’s 
conservation policy, 

• a report of borrower’s effort to 
conserve energy in the operation of 
its headquarters and facilities, and 

• a report describing the efforts of the 
borrower to assist its consumers to 
use energy most efficiently. 
While the REA energy conservation 

guidelines are new, the emphasis on 
member awareness of wise, efficient 
use of electric energy has long been a 
top priority for electric cooperative 
staffs. And for many cooperatives, 
conforming to the new policy may 

(Continued on page 24) 
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The low cost of 
Protecting it saves the 
high cost of Replacing it 

pays to protect them from the weather—and preserve 
their value—in a new Wickes utility building. These 
beautiful, maintenance-free structures give you all the % 
room you need to safely store everything from cars and , 
trucks to boats and motorhomes with plenty of space left 
over for the smaller stuff, plus a workshop or hobby area, too 

You can choose from many models and sizes, with color 
exteriors of steel or aluminum—equipped with sliding track 
doors, overhead doors, or both. Check out the low price 
of our new ‘Sportsman’ utility building, a garage or 
workshop today. It will pay for itself many times over. J 

Lease or Buy 
Extended payment plans 

available to 
qualified buyers. 

Wickes 
_ Buildings 

A Division of The Wickes Corporation 

J Call collect or mail coupon today 

S Name  

See the man in the Red Car 

Indiana 
Crawfordsville, Box 41 
Iowa 
Dubuque, Box 1026 
Wisconsin 
Elkhorn, Box 127 

Illinois 
Galesburg, Box 548 
Gilman, Box 336 
Mendota, Box 9 
Mt. Vernon, Box 1142 
Taylorville, Box 117 

! Address 

I Town County. 

Phone. 
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FMEC News 
Farmers Mutual Electric Co. Phone 944-4669 Geneseo, Illinois 

Across the 
Manager’s desk 

Looking forward 
to 1979 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! As we go to 
press this is a timely greeting. We 
watch our children grow, graduate and 
sometimes leave home for college, a 
job or a home of their own. It is a 
cycle of life. This includes the return 
for Holidays, with big meals and noisy 
grandchildren. Great, isn’t it? 4-10-2 

Now that times are quieter and 
there is, perhaps, an appointment with 
the tax people and we have made plans 
for the coming year with a few 
resolutions added here and there, let’s 
look about us, for winter is still here, 
and count our blessings. 

Is there a room in the house that 
you don’t use? Did you reduce the 
temperature now that company is 
gone? 

Notice the automatic water 
fountains. Are they too warm? there’s 
a thermostat to adjust and 

insulation—has it dropped away? 
8-10-5 

I have been reading that oil imports 
will be up this year. We have also 
heard that the price will be higher. 
Sorry to mention this. 

Our Farmers Mutual Electric rates 
are expected to be firm for a year. The 

contract with Illinois Power Company, 
which your board approved for power 
purchases, provides for a fuel 
adjustment which can change 
monthly, but this has been absorbed 
and the plan is to continue this 
practice this year. Last year this 
reached over $5.00 per month per 
member. That is significant as a 
percentage. It makes margins smaller 
and capital credit allocations to your 
record reflect this. Margins for 1977 
were 10 percent; for 1978 it will be 
less. 

We have driven fewer miles this past 
year but the cost is up there, too. 
Much of our travel expense is fixed: 
license, depreciation, insurance. There 
are variables which we watch: idling, 

speed, tire pressure, gas mileage and 
tune-ups. The fuel price just took 
another jump. This will not help the 
“total cost of electric service.” 10-4-3 

Last October 19 documents were 
signed finalizing part ownership in the 
new generating station at Clinton by 
22 cooperatives. This plant is located 
northeast of Springfield. 

The 22 cooperatives are members of 
two federations, Soyland Power 
Cooperative of Decatur and Western 
Illinois Power Cooperative of 
Jacksonville. Fifteen make up 
Soyland, including Farmers Mutual 
Electric, and that leaves seven in 

WIPCO. 
Soyland purchased 10.5 percent of 

the 950-megawatt generating plant 
while WIPCO bought 9.5 percent. The 
purchase became possible when REA 
approved loan guarantees a year earlier 
of $123,373,000 for Soyland and 
$109,342,000 for WIPCO. Part of the 
funds will be used for construction of 
transmission facilities. Present 
schedule is for completion in 1982 
with commercial operation to begin 
late that year. 

We expect this plant to supply 
Farmers Mutual Electric requirements 
until perhaps 1987. Plans are already 
being made for additional Soyland 
generating capacity to be ready by 
that time. 

Under present conditions we are 
told that it will require ten to twelve 
years to bring a plant on the line. 
Regulations, licenses and approval of 
over 25 government agencies make it a 
very expensive and time-consuming 
undertaking. 

Your board is looking ahead to 
assure that you have electricity. 
Projections by informed people 
caution that there may be times when 
there will not be enough power 
generated to meet all the needs of the 
nation, in a year or two. This one we 
are studying now, how best to serve 
you with what is available in, say 
1981. 40-33-57 

When there is an interruption of 
your electric service you must call to 
report. As printed in your billing 
packet there are things to check before 
you call such as, “does your neighbor 
have power” and “are the fuses good.” 
There is another that can reduce how 
long you are without service—telling us 
your account number. This number is 
printed on the billing booklet. Write it 
in a prominent place—directly under 
the office number that you call to 
report to us. 

Another thing you can do is report 
during office hours or as early in the 
day as is possible when your power is 
off. Watch for a flash, a broken wire or 
a tree which is a possible cause. 

Some members are particularly 
helpful since they live where they can 
see a big area. Another bit of 

information that helps us is how many 
blinks before the lights went out. 

Your Farmers Mutual Electric 
employs three persons outside, three 
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prices. While this is only one of the 
factors to consider it is encouraging. 

The annual increase in use of 
electricity increased by 8.8 percent in 
1978. This is more than twice the 
increase in 1977. Electricity does 

many jobs more economically than gas 
or oil. Look about you and think how 
you can have electricity do more of 
the work. 

Hope to see you at the annual 
meeting. 

(I have scattered several location 
numbers of our members. Do you 
know yours? It’s very important that 
you know your number or have it 
posted near your telephone in the 
event of service trouble.) 

How much coal do you use? 
Unless you heat your home with 

coal, you probably never considered 
yourself a coal user. We know we use 
gasoline (refined from oil) to run our 
cars. And we realize that electricity or 
natural gas is commonly used to cook 
our meals—and that various forms of 
energy can be used for home heating. 

But what most of us seldom think 
about is the vast amount of resources 
we consume in our everyday 
living—and that includes thousands of 
pound,s of coal. For instance, every 
time you flick a light switch, turn on 
the television or use the washing 
machine (or any other electric 
appliance for that matter) another 
form of energy is being used. That’s 
because electricity is produced by 
converting one form of energy into 
another. 

Darwin Knudtson 

A family of four can “use” several 
tons of coal in just a year’s time. For 
example. 
If you Use Your Annual Coal 
Electricity Consumption Is 
To . .. About... 
Heat an average home .... 9 tons 
Heat water 2Vz tons 
Run a refrigerator-freezer .... 1 ton 
Operate a clothes dryer Vi ton 
Cook food  Vi ton 

Air condition (window unit) 540 lbs. 
Humidify (winter)   500 lbs. 
Light a six room house ... 750 lbs. 

Add up these and other electrical 
uses, and coal consumption looks like 
this on the average: 

For an electrically heated home 

. . .15 tons 
For a non-electrically heat home 

... 6 tons 

Darwin Mann 

We all should be concerned about 
how much energy we use for two big 
reasons. First, because coal (like oil 
and natural gas) is an irreplaceable 
resource. Second, the cost. Rising coal 
prices make your electric bill higher 
through fuel adjustment charges. 

Use your electricity wisely. 
Remember, when you save 
kilowatt-hours, you are saving coal. 

Amazing, isn't it? But the formula 
is simple. It takes about a pound of 
coal to deliver a kilowatt-hour of 
electricity to you—1.28 pounds of coal 
to be exact. A kilowatt-hour is 1,000 
watts of electricity used in one hour. 

If you total the kilowatt-hours you 
actually use in a year (taken from your 
electric bills), that number also 
represents about how many pounds of 
coal used. 

Willard Sammons 

Three directors candidates in election 
Three members of your 

cooperative’s board of directors will be 
candidates for three-year terms at the 
annual meeting March 5. Two, Darwin 
Mann and Darwin Knudtson, are 
seeking reelection, while Willard 
Sammons, appointed to fill the 
FEBRUARY 1979 

unexpired term of the late Donald R. 
Plumley, is a first-time candidate. 

Mann, who resides near Geneseo is 
an engineering department employee 
at the Rock Island Arsenal. Mann has 
been on the board since 1973 and is 
secretary-treasurer of the board. 

Knudtson is a vegetable grower, 
primarily potatoes, and also raises 
hogs. He also lives near Geneseo. 
Knudtson is the board vice president 
and has been a director since 1969. 

Sammons is a grain and livestock 
farmer and lives near Geneseo. 
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Earn *5 ™$8 
an Hour Tells How 

, start , 
Tow 
Business’, 

tarn tx^a 

\ncomc 
RiuW 

Rome- Sharpen Saws.-.^y 
..ALL garden and shop tools 
for home and industry 

let In On The Profits! j wmTsi 
ves there's plenty of business waiting 

the man who can professionally 

rnen saws and all tvoes of edee-cuttine 

the man who can professionally 

rpen saws and all types of edge-cutting 

Is. Sharp-All does them all, and at 

profit for you. No inventory is in- 

ved ... no selling. You earn a year- 

nd Cash income and make 90g profit 

of every dollar you take in. Work 

retime hours or fulltime right at home. 

I no experience is needed. 

end TODAY for details of our 
10-Day FREE Dial Offer! 

vnilB OWN 
wirfi 

» YOU* own 
BOOKLET! 
Send for 
your copy 
today. No 
obligation. 

If coupon has been removed, just send us a 
postcard with your name and address to - 

BELSAW SHARP-ALL CO. 
3657 FIELD BUILDING 
KANSAS CITY, MO 64111 

With SHARP-ALL It’s Easy To get stQrred 

iiilBil 
precision job that br g f Kind. With Sharp-All YOU 

UceHO^^ryo^a^owo*. .,o. 

;eJ^W jjlUMTJM andJO SALESMAN WidCall! 
BELSAW SHARP-ALL CO. ■ 

3ELSAW; 3657 FIELD BUILDING TODAY! f 
BELSAW SHARP-ALL ( 

JBELSAW' 3657 FIELD BUILDING 
KANSAS CITY, MO. 64111 

| | YES, please send — cccc K^^I. ^ ocv. me the FREE booklet "Lifetime 
Security' and full details on your 30-Day Free Trial 
Offer. I understand there is No Obligation and that 
No Salesman will call on me 

ADDRESS 

CITY/STATE 

your leal 
  

from the bottom 

Prevents fish kills 
Eliminates off odors 

Adds life giving oxygen 

Attracts ducks to open water 

Burns up pollutants which grow 
algae permitting fish life to 
flourish 

Easy to install-comes complete-) 
plugs into house current 

Can be installed through ice 

For further details write 

geivAiRator 
Box 305,,Mequon. Wl 53092 

or call (414) 242-2630 

make ideal homes 
...Naturally 

A perfect building material, 
Northern White Cedar is a 
durable, fire-resistant natural 
insulator. (An independent 
laboratory confirmed that a 
Boyne Falls Home consumed at 
least 19% less fuel than a 
conventionally built home.) 
Drawn from deep within 
Northern Michigan forests, the 
logs are hand peeled, cut to your 
plans, then shipped to your site. 
Unfortunately, not everyone 
can have one of these homes. 
These slow growing trees (it takes 
about 40 years to grow just 8" 
in diameter), like many other 
natural resources, are limited. 

The first step in securing one of 
these naturally beautiful homes 
for yourself is sending $3.00 
for the colorful portfolio of 
Boyne Falls Homes. Write today. 
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How can a smart businessman 
get a new building for about 
half the price? 

It’s very simple. 

Address 

Town State  

County   Tel:  
IR 2 

Just call the nearest Wickes Buildings 

construction center, and ask our planning 

representative to come out and talk over your 
needs. He’ll show you how to get a beautiful 
new building for about 50% less than you’d pay 
for other buildings of similar size. No compromises 

either, on engineering, quality of materials, or building 

appearance. Our commercial buildings are strong, 
rugged poleframe construction, professionally 
engineered in every detail. Planned and built to 
your specifications; erected on your land by 
skilled, experienced crews. Your new 
building will be everything you want 
it to be—including economical. 

Leaders in Poleframe Construction: 
Commercial Buildings, Farm Buildings, Storage Structures 
Utility Buildings, Garages, Workshops 

Ask the man in the red car to 
come out and talk buildings. 

Name 

ILLINOIS Galesburg, Box 
Gilman, Box 336 
Mendota, Box 9 (815) 539-9325 
Mt. Vernon, Box 1142 (618)756-2347 
Taylorville, Box 117 (217) 824-9851 

IOWA Dubuque, Box 1026 (319) 556-1663 

INDIANA Crawfordsville, Box 41 (317) 362-5720 

WISCONSIN Elkhorn, Box 127 (414) 723-5261 
r      
[ Call Collect or Mail Coupon to Nearest 

WWtckes 

Office 



FMEC Mews 
M n t1 

i1 k 
Farmers Mutual Electric Co. Phone 944-4669 Geneseo, Illinois 

Across the 
Manager’s desk 

Hello! 
Now that January is history and 

February is practially gone, we are 
looking forward to seeing you at the 
annual meeting Monday evening, 
March 5, at 7 p.m. This will be held at 

the Geneseo Theatre and after the 
meeting refreshments will be served 
next door in the Central Room of the 
Central Trust and Savings Bank 
building. If you cannot attend, please 
sign your proxy and either give it to a 
neighbor or drop it off at the office. A 
quorum is required in order to 
conduct business. It’s a good idea to 
bring a signed proxy from your 
neighbor if he cannot come. 

* * * 

We have all had to be pretty frugal 
in rural areas for a long time but there 
are some changes that can reduce the 
cost of electricity for you and the 
cooperative. The peak load for our 
system occurs between 5:30 and 9 
p.m. This severe peak requirement 
occurs on the coldest days and the 
hottest days. Our wholesale purchase 
agreement provides that 75 percent of 
this peak requirement mtst be paid 
each month thereafter. This is the 
“ratchet.” (40-33-30) 

During extreme weather, if you can 
shift your schedule for operating the 
dishwasher, which also requires hot 

water, until a bit later this will transfer 
the electricity requirement for that 
appliance past the peak period. 

For an example, the demand charge 
paid by Farmers Mutual Electric for 
one 100-watt bulb which is operating 
on peak is 43 cents for the first month 
and a bit over 32 cents for the 
following eleven months, even if you 
did not use it any more after the 
evening of the peak. That can be as 
much as $13.86 per year plus energy 
charges for only one 100-watt bulb 
operating during peak! Of course, for 
the clothes dryer you can multiply this 
by forty—over $550! (42-31-15) 

This example explains the 
tremendous savings we can have 
through load management. While the 
initial investment costs are high, the 
savings can be great. 

REA, our banker and primary 
mortgage holder, is agreeable to 
approving loans for load management 
equipment where sufficient proof can 
be provided assuring the anticipated 
saving will be a reality. (3-9-4) 

* # * 

Insulation is very necessary for us 
to have a warm home and economy of 
operation. Particularly the attic 
insulation should be inspected to 
assure that you have provided 
sufficient attic ventilation to allow it 
to remain dry. If you find a crust of 
ice or moistness in the insulation, 
another solution to consider is to 
apply a good vapor barrier paint to the 
ceiling. Adequate attic ventilation is 
absolutely necessary to avoid surface 
paint peeling and wood rotting. 
Observe carefully as spring approaches 
for symptoms of wet insulation as 
accumulated ice melts. 

* * # 

On each meter installed our 
employees place a seal. This provides 
assurance that the meter remains 
untouched. Sometimes the seals wear 

away due to vibration caused by the 
wind. If your meter is not sealed, 
please call the office and a seal will be 
affixed. (6-18-2) 

If you are planning rewiring or 
upgrading the service disconnect 
switch and it becomes necessary to 
remove the meter, please call the 
office to arrange a schedule for one of 
our employees to do this. Since 
transformers required for both 
residences and farms have become 
increasingly larger, the danger of burns 
has increased considerably. Don’t risk 
doing it yourself. Call the office. 
Policy provides that only authorized 
employees may remove a meter seal. 

* * * 

Several members have come by the 
office to discuss the use of the 
rotoverter for grain drying. This device 
looks like an electric motor with no 
shafts. It converts single-phase power 

to three-phase so larger, less-costly 
three-phase motors can be connected 
to existing single-phase lines passing 
your farm. This device enables you to 
enjoy the advantages of three-phase 
service for a period of time until the 
real thing is available. It permits better 
long-range planning toward your 
ultimate goal. (11-1-8) 

The three-phase rate is about 13 
percent higher since a larger 
investment in lines, transformers and 
related equipment is required. 
However, wire and controls may cost 
less for a given load. 

These converters are available to 
you under certain conditions at the 
three-phase rate. The converter 
remains cooperative property but 
installation, materials and labor are 
provided by the member. 

* * * 

We learned that the cost of 
electricity for irrigation in ‘78 can be 
offset by an increase in yield of about 
four bushels per acre at prevailing corn 
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Dale Sieben, chairman of the 
nominating committee, read the 
nominating committee report. 

Mrs. Donald Plumley and her children, Duane and Janeen, presented a plaque and 
a slide projector to President Larson in memory of the late Donald Plumley. Don 
served on the board from 1969 to 1978. He served as vice president since 1973, 
until his death in October. 

Knudtson, Mann, Sammons reelected 
Willard Sammons of rural Geneseo 

was elected to his first full three-year 
term as a director of your cooperative 
during the 43rd annual members’ 
meeting Monday night, March 5, in 
Geneseo. Sammons was appointed to 
the board of directors last year to 

•complete the term of the late Donald 
R. Plumley. Reelected on the same 
ballot to new three-year terms on the 
board were Darwin Knudtson and 
Darwin Mann, both of Geneseo. 

Guest speakers before the 150 
members and guests was Royal B. 
Newman and Richard R. Ruzich of 
Soyland Power Cooperative. Newman 
and Ruzich described construction 
progress on the Clinton Power Station, 
in which Soyland will share ownership 
with Illinois Power Company. The 
Clinton plant is scheduled for 
completion in 1982 and will provide 
base-load generating capacity for the 
15 Soyland member-cooperatives. 

Manager Arnn reported the new 
Clinton station will come on line just 
about the time many informed people 
are expecting power shortages to 
occur. To deal with capacity problems 
in the future and to lower electric 
energy costs this summer, Arnn called 
on Farmers Mutual members to 
participate in a voluntary “load 
management’’ program. The 
cooperative’s peak power requirement 
is determined during a 15-minute 
interval when total system demand is 
the heaviest, usually on the hottest 
day of the summer. Under terms of 
the cooperative’s wholesale power 
contract, “About 75 percent of that 
amount must be paid every month 
thereafter whether it’s actually used or 
not,” Arnn said. Control of this peak 
power requirement is what is meant by 
the term “load management.” Arnn 
said the cooperative plans to begin a 
telephone network among the 

membership to reduce the summer 
“peak” and thereby lower the 
cooperative’s wholesale power cost 
throughout the rest of the year. 

President Eldon Larson reported the 
cooperative is working on plans to 
apply for a new loan from the Rural 
Electrification Administration to 
refinance short-term loans and to 
provide funds to continue system 
expansion and improvements. The 
value of the cooperative’s electric 
plant increased by $119,000 last year 
and continued investment is necessary 
to keep up with system growth, he 
said. 

At the conclusion of the annual 
members’ meeting, the board of 
directors met to organize for the 
coming year. Elected as officers were 
Larson as President; Knudtson, Vice 
President; and Mann, 
Secretary-T reasurer. 

Attorney Robert Nash conducted 
election during the annual meeting. 
APRIL 1979 

Guest speaker before the 150 members 
and guests was Royal B. Newman, 
Manager of Soyland Power 
Cooperative. Farmers Mutual is one of 
15 cooperatives which own Soyland. 
Newman described construction 
progress on the Clinton Power Station, 
in which Soyland will share ownership 
with Illinois Power Company. 
Completion is scheduled for 1982 and 
will provide base-load generating 
capacity for the 15 Soyland member 
cooperatives. 
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i# Up to $1000 iii' 
power tools or workshop equipment 
of your choice. 

FAMOUS-MAKER TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT: 
Welders, Drill Presses, Bench Grinders, 
Shop Vacuums, and much more. 

...with the purchase of any Wkkes building 
during our #Early Bird'spring offer. 

Call collect or mail coupon to nearest office. 

Namfi 

Address 

Town County 

State Zip _ Phone 

Illinois 
Galesburg, Box 548 (309) 342-3416 
Mendota, Box 9 (815) 539-9325 
Mt. Vernon, Box 1142 (618) 756-2347 
Taylorville, Box 117 (217) 824-9851 

Indiana 
Crawfordsville, Box 41 (317) 362-5720 

Iowa 
Dubuque, 

Box 1026 

Wisconsin 
Elkhorn, Box 127 (414) 723-5261 

IR4 

(319) 556-1663 

Springtime, 1979. It’s the start of the busy building season for 
Wickes Buildings, and we’re reaching out to more people than 
ever before with America’s largest selection of quality poleframe 
buildings. We want your business, and we give you more value 
for your dollar to get it—more services, more buyer protection 
too. Garages, utility buildings, workshops, farm buildings, horse 
barns, commercial buildings—all professionally engineered 
structures, all with a 5-year written warranty on materials and 
workmanship. 

Special EARLY-BIRD offer 
Order your new Wickes building now at our low, competitive 
pre-season prices, and we’ll give you absolutely free up to 
$1,000.00 in power tools or shop equipment of your choice. It’s 
our way to say thank you for letting us introduce you to the best 
building value in America—a Wickes building. It’s a super deal, 
so don’t delay. Offer ends May 5, 1979. Call collect or come in 
today. 

W Wickes Buildings 
A Division of The Wickes Corporation 

Extended payment plans available to qualified buyers. WWic 



cgislator urges 
dustry groups 

Agriculture, Conservation and Energy 
Committee, added that agriculture had 
“not suffered at the hands of the 
Illinois General Assembly, nor will you 
suffer.” On farm problems, Knuppel 
said they “rest in Washington,” and 
emphasized the importance of looking 
toward Washington for help with 
problems facing agriculture. 

Representative Gale Schisler of 
London Mills, Chairman of the House 
Agriculture Committee, said the 
Illinois General Assembly was in 
Springfield to do the people’s business. 
He added that he considered the 
House Agriculture Committee to be 
the most important in the General 
Assembly and urged agriculture groups 
to come forward with their ideas. 

Illinois Agriculture Director John 
Block, the main speaker at the 
breakfast, called on the Legislature to 
help get agriculture’s story across to 
the general population. 

“We have plenty to be proud of. 
Look at ever-increasing productivity of 
the American farmer, who now feeds 
56 of his fellow men across the state, 
the nation and the world,” Block told 
the more than 600 attending. 

Sid Hutchcraft, Executive Vice 
President of the Illinois Pork 
Producers Association and master of 
ceremonies, termed the breakfast “an 
opportunity for those of us in 
agriculture to better know the people 
who represent us and to help them 
understand the workings of Illinois 
largest industry.” 

Thirty-nine state agriculture 
commodity and industry groups, 
including the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives, sponsored the 
breakfast. 

Spring Special! 
MAY 1 IS LAST CHANCE FOR 1978 PRICES 

ON G.S.I. BINS, FLOORS, FANS, CIRCULATORS, 
STIRATORSand AUGER EQUIPMENT 

4103 Bu. Bin 
5657 Bu. Bin 
7485 Bu. Bin 

11994 Bu. Bin 

$2,211.00 
2.565.00 

3.015.00 
4.397.00 

TRANSPORT AUGER SPECIAL 
5% OFF 1978 Price 

If ordered With Grain Bin 

EXTRA SA VINGS: 

5% CASH DISCOUNT 

2% FOR F.O.B. ANNA, ILL. 

ANNA GRAIN ELEVATOR, INC. 
1000 Sheridan Rd. Anna, III. 62906 Phone: (618) 833-7631 or 833-5662 
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FMEC News 
Farmers Mutual Electric Co. Phone 944-4669 Geneseo, Illinois 

Across the 
Manager’s desk 

Again this month we have inserted 
location numbers for five members. If 
you find your location number on 

these two pages 
please advise the 
office and claim 
credit of $5 on your 
current electric bill. 
This number is 
important when 
reporting an outage 
or other trouble on 

Edgar G. Arnn the system. It will 
aid us in quickly locating the trouble, 
thus minimizing delay ■ in making 
repairs. Know and recognize your 
location number. (2-34-9) 

Our employees are continuing with 
the scheduled meter testing program 
this year. The final reading of the 
meter removed will be left on a 
doorknob tag at your residence 
advising you of the reading, which you 
will need when computing your next 
electric service bill. 

Board policy provides for paying 
patronage refunds to estates of former 
members who no longer are receiving 
service. In the coming months, a list of 
estates will be published in an effort to 
finalize these refunds. We will 
appreciate your assistance in supplying 
an address or phone number where 
heirs may be reached. (5-32-12) 

We have attempted to standardize 
on two standby generator connections. 
The two sizes are 100-ampere and 
2 00-amp ere installations. Mauritz 
Hulting and George Larson have had 
installations made on their farms for 
emergencies. Please call the office for 
12 

further information regarding your 
requirements. 

In March, a defective insulator 
caused a short outage to nine 
members. This resulted in the top part 
of a pole being burned off. Bill Rice 
assisted our service crew by 
transporting them to the location on 
his snowmobile. Bill will soon qualify 
as an experienced groundman! Thanks 
Bill. (7-27-10) 

On January 14 our service crew was 
assisted by snowmobilers, who 
transported Jerry Robinson to the 
Ladwig Substation through, around, 
and over 10-foot drifts. Bill Craig 
answered our call for help. He, Jim 
Thompson, Jack Osbourne, and 

Michael Maher broke trail and trans¬ 
ported repair equipment to the sub¬ 
station to finalize repairs. The outage 
was caused when snow removal equip¬ 
ment struck a padmount transformer 
in Geneseo Hills subdivision. Thanks 
men. (44-30-15) 

On another occasion, Harold 
Gardner used a snowblower to clear 
drifts so our service crew could reach 
our substation. He then shared his 
thermos of coffee after the trouble 
was repaired. Because at times the men 
were some distance from vehicles, the 
neighbors arranged a C.B. network to 
relay instructions during switching 
operations. That’s involvement. We 
appreciate it. (45-31-22) 

■mnmw4. 

Willard Sammons, right, begins his first full term as a director of Farmers Mutual 
Electric Company after his election during the cooperative's annual members' 
meeting in Geneseo. He is welcomed by Darwin Knudtson, left, and Darwin Mann, 
who were reelected to three-year terms on the cooperative's governing board. 
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Mrs. Ross McDowell lives in a new 
home near the Ladwig substation. 
She called during a storm to report 
loud noises with lightning flashes 
about the substation. Her prompt 
action probably saved us long hours 
making repairs. Cooperative personnel 
corrected the trouble with no inter¬ 
ruptions of electric service. Thanks. 

The McDowells cooperated in 

supplying data for operation and 
electric usage of their air-to-air heat 
pump. The tests for a full year are 
almost complete. So far, the results 
look very good. We’ll share the report 
with you soon. (51-36-7) 

Recently we asked you to call the 
office if you wanted scrap wood or 
limbs. We are looking for several 
locations to unload trucks after 
trimming trees under the lines. It 
saves us many miles of travel if we 
can leave the brush and wood near 
where it is cut. Call the office if you 
can help us by permitting us to leave 

this scrap. If you have a saw, it will be 
good fuel this winter. Much of the 
wood is small limbs, you could use an 
axe. 

When you call to report service 
interruptions, it helps us make 
necessary repairs more quickly if you 
give us your location number. This 
number is shown on your billing 
booklet. In this publication we have 
placed five location numbers. If you 
find your number, please call the 
office to claim a $5 credit on your 
next power bill. If you call for any 
reason, refer to this location number. 
Last year the largest annual peak 
power requirement occurred at 6 p.m. 
in September. This often occurs on the 
second or third day on which the 
temperature reaches 90 degrees F. The 
peak occurs between five and seven 
o’clock in the evening. You can help 
us reduce our wholesale power bill 
by not turning on major appliances 
between five and seven. This is very 

important since each month we are 
billed a minimum of 75 percent of the 
peak requirement for the next eleven 
months. 

Frequently someone calls to report 
seeing a red light on the transformer 
serving a location. This is a warning 
light which indicates the load has 
caused the transformer temperature 
to rise above safe limits. It is a warning 
that the transformer has been over 
loaded and perhaps should be changed 
to a larger size to avoid damage or 
failure. We appreciate your calling. 

Meter seals are placed on meters 
for your protection. When you read 
your meter and notice the small plastic 
seal is missing, write on the bill “No 
Seal” and we will replace it when we 
are driving nearby. 

Do you have a supply of fuses? 
Place them where they are readily 
available, where you can find them 
in the dark, near the service entrance 
panel. 

Robert Delp, above, office manager since 1976, has com¬ 
pleted seven NR EC A short courses. He is a graduate of J. D. 
Darnell High School and attended Blackhawk Jr. College at 
Moline and Northern Illinois University at DeKalb. Richard 
Kincaid, above right, enjoys collecting and restoring antique 
cars. The 1923 Ford truck he is pictured with features 
34-inch wheels, manual starting, both battery and magneto 
ignition, two-wheel brakes, and burns regular gasoline. It is 
valued at more than original cost. Richard has been an 
employee for 17 years. Linda DeBoever, right, assumed 
duties of cashier-receptionist May 1, 1979. Her children, 
Chadwick, 14, and Angela, 12, attend school in Geneseo. 
Linda is a graduate of J. D. Darnell High School. Her 
hobbies are bowling and ceramics. She replaces Rita Blazer, 
who moved to the Quad Cities. 
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Start your savings today. For more money-saving 
information just pick up your phone and call the 
Leader... Wickes Buildings. Dial toll-free 
1-800-241-8444 (Georgia residents call 1-800-241-1333) 
or write: 

Simple. Get the facts from 
America’s leading farm builder. . . 
Wickes Buildings (and keep the dime). 

We’ve made it easy. One toll-free call will get you 
money-saving information on America’s largest 
selection of top-flight agricultural buildings. Pick 
and choose from hundreds of different floor-plans 
and option packages for livestock, utility and 
machinery storage. AH designed by licensed 
professional engineers. All backed by our 5 
year warranty. 

Superior workmanship. Superior construction 
materials. Superior selection, for the exact 
custom-tailored building you need. That’s the 
easy way to keep ’em all down on the farm! 

Wickes 
Buildings 1854-1979 

W Wickes 

A division of the Wickes Corporation 
General Offices: P.O. Box 41070 
2410 Executive Drive • Indianapolis. IN 46241 



FREE 
100 Surprise Gifts 

from Name Brand Companies 
Postage and handling ranges from ABSOLUTELY I REK to an 
average of only 17c per gift if you choose AIT. 100 GILTS 

believe that 
try their products you may con- 

use them. Thanks to special arrange¬ 
ments with national distributors you can 
choose all 100 GIFTS FREE forjust postage 
and handling. Imagine GIFTS 
manufactured by companies like — 

Revlon Johnson & Johnson 
Colgate Palmolive Max Factor 
Hallmark Warner Lambert 
Dupont Clairol 
Hosiery Corp. of America Gillette 
Now these incredible “free to you” gift 

offers have been assembled in the 
remarkable “Inflation-fighters Kit”. 
Through its overflowing “Free Gift Pages” 
you can choose FABULOUS FREE GIFTS 
for the entire family! Here are just a few of 
the surprise gifts we’ve arranged for you to 
receive: 
HEALTH & BEAUTY-Deodorants; 
Shampoos; Moisturizers; Sun Tan Lotions; 
Acne Aids; Pantyhose; Eye Shadows; 

Lipsticks; Nail Polish; Perfumes; Lip Gloss 
GROCERY PRODUCTS — Salad 
Dressing Mix; Cocktail Mixes; Kitchen 
Cloths; Soaps and Cleansers; Candy 
DRUG STORE PRODUCTS-Feminine 
Hygiene Products; Vitamins; Eye Makeup; 
Skin Cleansers; Lozenges; Combs; 
Toothbrushes; Nail Hardener. 
JEWELRY—Stickpins; Pendants on 14k 
Gold Electroplated Chains; Fashion Combs; 
Barrettes; Bracelets; Adjustable Rings; 
Earrings. 
GIFT & HOUSEHOLD-Thread; 
Buttons; Cleansers; Plants; Seeds; Bulbs; 
Shoe Laces; Pens 
FUN PRODUCTS—Iron On Transfers; 
Patches; Miniature Posters; Greeting Cards 

In addition, your inflation fighting kit is 
crammed full of valuable money-saving tips, 
discount offers, and all the gift offers and 
information you need to be an Inflation 
Fighting Consumer. 

RUSH— RUSH— send today for your 
inflation fighting kit. We can only promise 
you the availability of ALL 100 GIFTS 
offered if you act quickly since many of our 
participating distributors make these 
fabulous offers for a limited quantity and 
period of time. So mail your coupon today. 

• 1978 Inflation figftteis KK Inc 310 Madison Ave NY NY 10017 

rNFLATION "RGHTERS^COUPON"”
— 

FREE-GIFTS, Dept. FGF-107 
310 Madison Ave.. New York. N.Y. 10017 

Enclosed is: 

□ SI.50 plus 50c postage and handling for 
One Inflation Fighters Kit 

□ S3 for Two Kits - ALL DIFFERENT 
PRODUCTS - (We pay all postage and 
handling) (Limit 2 kits per family) 

Name 

State. 
^ Canadian Orders add^l^OwtraDiv^onnllatiorvFighl^KilJhc Jj 



FMEC News 

Across the 
Manager’s desk 

by Edgar Amn 
It is almost grain drying time. 

Many have completed installation 
and are ready to go. If your plans are 
late and you anticipate adding 
additional equipment—motors, dryers, 
fans—which require electricity, please 
advise us. We would like to be certain 
your transformer size is adequate. 

Royce Van Vooren, just south of 
Atkinson, has completed conversion 
of his farm to three-phase power. 
While the three-phase rate is a bit more 
expensive, it offers some 
advantages—less expensive motors, less 
maintenance and less line losses. 

When you are considering ex¬ 
pansion of drying operations, we 
would like to discuss your plans and 
objectives to assure that there is 
sufficient time to schedule the work. 

The John Perkins farm is located 
too far from a three-phase source so 
he leased a rotoverter. This is a rotary 
phase converter which supplies three- 
phase power from the single-phase 
line. Leases are made for a minimum 
of five years and the member has his 
electrician make the installation. The 
lease is provided in the three-phase 
rate. This is something to consider if 
you are not near a three-phase line. 
When the three-phase line becomes 
available, the rotoverter is removed 
even though the five-year term is not 
expired. (1-3 3-12) 

As time and work schedules permit 
our line crew has installed many larger 
meter installations, larger trans¬ 
formers, and underground services to 
new homes in subdivisions. We note 
that power requirements are 10 
percent more than at this time last 
year. This is a change since very 

little growth occurred in peak require¬ 
ments last year. 

When considering three-phase, one 
should compare the rates and project 
what the anticipated kilowatt-hour 
requirement for 12 months will be. 
The kwh cost for the two applicable 
rates is about equal when you use 
6,000 kwh per month. There is, 
however, a demand charge applied to 
the three-phase rate if the connected 
horsepower load exceeds 22. A special 
meter is installed which indicates the 
demand, the equivalent of horsepower 
connected during a fifteen-minute 
interval. (6-17-5) 

Bob Cassens has installed a second 
three-phase irrigation system. He 
expects to eliminate the phase con¬ 
verter when the three-phase line is 
built. This construction along Highway 
92 is planned for early 1980, in time 
for the summer season. 

Darwin Knudtson installed a roto¬ 
verter phase converter to power 
the irrigation system used on his 
potato fields. This is his third instal¬ 
lation. Most of the rotation systems 
require 480-volt, three-phase power. 
Most center point systems are supplied 
by underground wires. An off-peak 
rate is available at a much lower cost. 
This provides that the system not be 
operated after 10 a.m. on days when 
the temperature reaches 90 degrees. 

The Penny Slough Drainage district 
has had equipment installed to meet 
requirements for off-peak service at 
lower costs. (The off-peak provision 
is that the large drainage pumps will 
not be operated between five and ten 
p.m. The saving is considerable.) 

Particularly where natural gas is 
not available, many members are 
installing heat pumps for combined 
heating and cooling. Richard Dickens 

installed propane back-up units which 
provide additional heat requirements 
when the outside temperature drops 

Geneseo, Illinois 

near 20 degrees F. Duane McGee is 
installing two heat pumps which use 
well water as the source of heat. He 
says where ample water supply is 
available the units maintain efficiency 
to below zero since the well water 
temperature does not drop as the 
outside air temperature decreases. 
When more data has been collected, 
we will learn more from him. This is a 
system to watch for maximum 
economy. Duane tells us that the 
water-to-air-systems are not readily 
available for homes but have been in 
use for years in commercial instal¬ 
lations. (9-7-2) 

We have been changing meters so 
that regularly scheduled tests can be 
made. We normally leave a note 
at your door showing the reading of 
the meter removed for testing. If 
you have a question about how to 
compute your bill, please call the 
office. 

Your board of directors knows the 
importance of outside “security 
lighting.” It has been a policy for 
many years that your cooperative 
would provide free labor for changing 
bulbs and photo-electric switches for 
the mercury vapor yard lights. This has 
been done to eliminate the danger of 
your falling or slipping. The cost 
of parts replaced will be billed to you 
at the cooperative’s cost. It is recom¬ 
mended that you consider trading in 
the old unit for a new one when the 
ballast fails, thus reducing travel time 
for employees. New installations are 

$49 plus tax, less trade-in allowance. 
(42-31-21) 

Bugs can be a problem when we, 
or the kids, are playing outside in 
the evening. Jim Howard, who lives on 
Wolf Road, installed an electric bug 
killer near his yard light so that the 
cloud of bugs attracted by the 
mercury vapor bulb would be 
“zapped.” 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS 16 



Susan Shepherd, new deputy 
administrator of REA told of the 
recent revisions in the REA 
organization in order to provide 
required service with available people. 

Peak load requirements for this 
year reached 4,939 kw on Tuesday, 
August 7. This is up 9.2 percent over 
the 4,524 kw peak requirement 
in 1978. New equipment installations 
have improved power factor 2.7 
percent, thus effecting an estimated 
savings in excess of $5,500 in power 
purchases through next July. 

During the FMEC board’s August 
visit to the nuclear Clinton Power 
Station the directors were told that a 
labor force of 3,583 was employed in 
two full shifts and a partial third shift. 
The payroll for this number makes a 
tremendous impact on the local 
economy. The 950-megawatt 
generating station is estimated to cost 
about $ 1.3-billion upon completion in 
1982. It is owned by Illinois Power 
Company, Soyland Power Cooperative 
(10.5 percent) and Western Illinois 
Power Cooperative (9.5 percent). 

The Soyland Cooperative serves 
114,000 member-owners. This plant is 
expected to provide sufficient power 
until 1987 when a coal-fired plant is 
planned for completion. Presently 
eight sites are under consideration for 
that plant. 

Cooling water for the station is 
supplied by a man-made lake of 5,000 
acres having a shore line of 130 miles. 
Control of the lake has been placed 
under the Game and Wildlife Com¬ 
mission to provide recreation for the 
area inhabitants. 

Is 
your 
water 
heater 
efficient? 

Do you have an ample supply of 
hot water? Does it meet the everyday 
needs of your household? Or is it 
exhuasted before you finish your 
shower or begins to cool down when 
more than a few gallons are used? 

If this be the case at your house 
then your electric water heater 
apparently is not operating efficiently 
and the probable cause lies in the 
water heater elements. These two 
photos show what a good and a bad 
water heater element looks like. The 
one at left is nice and clean and free of 
all mineral deposits. This element will 
transfer heat very efficiently to the 
water. The other is a different story. 
One can readily see that the element 
shown at right is completely coated 
with mineral deposits and other impur¬ 
ities found in hard water. This coating 
acts as an insulator, making heat trans¬ 
fer extremely difficult. This coated 
element seldom turned off, the quan¬ 
tity of water desired was never hot 
enough, and the thermostat control¬ 
ling the element was constantly calling 
for more heat. 

Results? An inefficient element 
using excessive electricity, a shortage 

of hot water, a higher electric bill and 
dissatisfaction. 

If you live in an area that has pre¬ 
dominantly hard water, and you know 
this by experience from scale build-up 
on your cooking utensils, and you 
have this type of heating element in 
your water heater (most people do), 
then you should make periodic checks 
and remove this build-up scale. 

To do this your hot water heater 
must be turned off, drained and the 
element removed and cleaned. Care 
must be taken in such an operation to 
keep from damaging the element when 
removing from the water heater and 
when removing the scale. Sometimes a 
replacement may be necessary. 

Another water heating problem is 
the accumulation of sludge in the 
bottom of the tank, this, also, should 
be cleaned out from time to time. All 
you need to do is open the drain valve 
on the bottom of the tank and drain 
the sludge off until the water runs 
clear. (This will not remove the lime 
build-up from the bottom of the tank; 
only the sludge. The lime build-up 
should be scraped from the tank while 
the element is removed.) 

How to cook 
with less energy 

Americans use more energy to 
prepare their food than farmers use 
to produce it. That is a surprising fact, 
but a look at how you cook helps 
explain why. 

If you are in the habit of leaving 
the lid off pots and pans while 
cooking, you are losing a lot of heat 
and speed in cooking. If you have not 
tried a pressure cooker, you have 
missed out on a way to cut cooking 
by two-thirds. 

When possible use a portable fry 
pan, grill or toaster/broiler instead 
of the oven for small meals. You will 
use about half as much energy for that 
meal. 

If you move food directly from the 
freezer to the oven, especially roasts, 
you waste one-third of the cooking 
energy. Let the food thaw before 
placing it in the oven. 

Match the size of the pots and 
pans with the size of the stove burner 
to get maximum and even heating, and 
make sure the bottoms of the pots and 
pans are flat. A pan that is not flat on 
the bottom not only wastes energy, it 
also jiggles and makes annoying 
sounds. 

Every time you open the oven door 

to sneak a peek when you are baking 
something, you lose up to 20 percent 
of the heat. Besides, who wants that 
blast of hot air in the face? 

If you have a microwave oven, 
you are on the right track to saving 
energy. They draw only half the 
power of an ordinary electric range, 
and for a much shorter time. 
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WILD GINSENG 
ROOT WANTED 

Top prices paid. Checks mailed 
same day shipment received. 
Write for price list. St. Louis 
Commission Co., Dept. 2, 
4157 N. Kingshighway, St. 
Louis, Mo. 63115 

If Ruptured 
TRY THIS OUT 

Modern Protection Provides Great 
Comfort and Holding- Security 

An “eye-opening’* revelation in sensi¬ 
ble and comfortable reducible rupture 
protection may be yours for the asking, 
without cost or obligation. Full details 
of the new and different Rice Support 
will be sent you Free. Here’s a Support 
that has brought joy and comfort to 
thousands—by releasing them from 
Trusses that bind and cut. Designed to 
securely hold a rupture up and in where 
it. belongs and yet give freedom of body 
and genuine comfort. For full informa¬ 
tion—w'rite today! WIRRTAM S. RICE, 
J.ua, ADAMS, N. Y„ 13605 DEFT. QY 

UPPER & LOWER 

• HIGH QUALITY AT 
BUDGET PRICES 

• SAME DAY SERVICE 

• FITTED BY LICENSED 
DENTIST 

• WILL ACCEPT INSURANCE 
AND MEDICARE PAYMENTS 

• COMPLETE DENTAL 
SERVICES OFFERED 

IF YOU ARE TRAVELING 
THROUGH MISSOURI STOP 
AND VISIT ON YOUR WAY. 
FREE RV HOOKUPS. CALL OR 
WRITE TODAY FOR FREE 
DETAILS. 

MID-AMERICA 

Denture 
Frederick C. Lauer. D P S 

Bus. Loop 1-44 West, Rt. 3, Box 19-C 
ML Vernon, MO 65712 (417) 466-7196 

HUNDREDS OF SATISFIED 
PATIENTS FROM 

CALIFORNIA TO NEW YORK 
FROM WISCONSIN TO TEXAS. 

ANNIVERSARY 
.rf# 1949-1979 

W€ DUILD OLD-FASHIONCD 
CRAFTSMANSHIP INTO 
YOUR NCW HOMC. 
No pre-fab or pre-cut with Nordaas American Homes. 
We build your home the old fashioned way, board-by- 
board, with expert crews to do the construction. 
What’s more we’ll build to your plan or any of the 1001 
plans you select from our files. Free plan service, free 
delivery of materials within 1200 miles, big discounts 
on furnishings and appliances. Send coupon or 
phone collect for color brochure and list of quality 
standards. 

NORDAAS AMCRICAN HOMCS 
Minnesota Lake, MN 56068, Dept. 1281-JJ 

Phone: (507) 462-3331 

\ 

/St AZTEC EARN BUILDINGS 
INTRODUCTORY OFFER 

rase ys $2,000 OFF 
♦DISCOUNT BASED ON SIZES ALREADY MANUFACTURED 

WE NEED DISPLAY 
BUILDINGS IN 
CERTAIN PARTS OF 
YOUR STATE. IF 
YOU QUALIFY, YOU 
CAN SAVE UP TO 
$2,000. ON THE 
PRICE OF AN ALL 
STEEL AZTEC FARM 
BUILDING. 

IDEAL LOR 
livestock machinery • grain 

for immediate response call TOLL FREE 

1-800-942-4628 
AZTEC STEEL BUILDINGS 

401 East Prospect Avenue, Mount Prospect, Illinois 60056 
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about 40 percent over the loss with 
single glass only. Insulating glass 
(double pane plus one-quarter-inch to 
one-half inch air space) plus storm 
windows may reduce the single glass 
loss rate by 60 percent. 

But this still leaves a relatively 
enormous loss rate when compared to 

the loss through walls, even uninsulated 
walls. Put another way, a one-quarter 
inch thickness of plywood is nine 
times better an insulator than a 
one-quarter inch thickness of glass. 

INVENTORY ADJUSTMENT SPECIAL! 

PILOT'S GLASSES AT 
UNBELIEVABLE PRICES! 

ONur 

$6.95 
• Impact Resistant 
• Handcrafted 
• Polished Glass Lenses 
• Hardened Metal Frames 
• Money Back Guarantee 
Send check or money order (plus $1.00 for postage 
and handling) to United States Optics. Dept. 383. P.O. 
Box 14206 Atlanta, GA 30324. (Specify gold or silver 
frames.) SPECIAL: Order now and get TWO PAIR for 
$13 plus one dollar handling charge. Ten-day, money- 
back guarantee. 

FREE! During this limited offer. 
Deluxe velour lined protective case. A $3.00 value. 

LIMITED OFFER FROM U.S. OPTICS 

form & ranch 
INSURANCE 

Our insurance can help prevent finan¬ 
cial disaster or crippling losses. 

Cover your home and personal property, 
farm buildings, farm and personal 
legal liability, plus many other special 
coverages and options available. 

National 
Farmers Union 

u Property and Casualty Company 

SEE YOUR LOCAL AGENT OR CONTACT OUR STATE OFFICE AT (217) 793-0090, 
1045 OUTER PARK DRIVE 321, SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS 62704. 

EVERY HOME CAN NOW HA VE HOT WA TER HEA T 

WITHOUT PLUMBING AT LOW COSTAND 

DO AWAY FOREVER WITH GAS AND OH PROBLEMS 

Here's luxurious, soft, gentle, floor-to-ceiling 
warmth — in coldest weather — that only 
hot water can produce. By electricity. Eco¬ 
nomically. Without cold floors, drafts or 
too-hot, too-cold periods. It's safe, clean, 
quiet, no polluting fumes or ashes. 

The INTERTHERM Hot Water Electric Base¬ 
board Heating System Costs Less to Install 
than Central Heating — No Maintenance 
Because there's no boiler, burner, furnace, 
pipes, ducts, flues, chimney, blower or fuel 
tank. Let us give you facts. 
FREE! So Easy To Have in Your Home. 
For a single hard-to-heat room to an entire 
home, apartment, condominium or com¬ 
mercial building send today for free brochure 
with full details, prices and nearest whole¬ 
sale distributor from whom these heaters 
are available at a cost so low you will be 
amazed. 

INTERTHERM INC.; Dept.LL-109 

3800 Park Ave. St. Louis, Mo. 63110 
Manufactured by INTERTHERM INC, 3800 Park Ave, St. lours, Mo. 63110 

For new as well as exist¬ 
ing home, apartments, 
condominums, offices, 
other buildings and single, 
hard-to-heat rooms. 

Permanent Systems for Entire Homes 
- Portable Models for Single Rooms 

Almost 2,000,000 Sold Already. 

How It Operates Economically. Each INTER¬ 
THERM Heater contains a permanently- 
sealed-in electric heating element and a water- 
antifreeze solution. Electricity heats the 
water-antifreeze — which, in turn, heats the 
room. Then shuts off by a pre-set thermostat. 
The water-antifreeze continues heating the 
room with the electricity off — saving 
electricity. 

MAIL COUPON FOR FULL INFORMATION! 

INTERTHERM INC.; Dept LL-109 (314) 771 2410 
3800 Park Ave.; St. Louis, Mo. 63110 

□ Please send me FREE Brochure with full de¬ 

tails, prices and nearest wholesale distributor 
from whom these heaters are available at low 

cost. 

Name   Phone  

Address  Zip   

City   State  

E-5099 

OCTOBER 1979 15 



FMEC News 
Farmers Mutual Electric Co. Phone 944-4669 Geneseo, Illinois 

Across the 
Manager’s desk 

by Edgar Arnn 

Director Paul Mallinson, Geneseo, 

was reelected Treasurer of the 
Association of Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
eratives, statewide organization of 30 
electric cooperatives providing services 
ranging from chemical sales to rate 
studies to the cooperatives serving over 
600,000 Illinois residents. The 
Mallinsons recently celebrated their 
fiftieth wedding anniversary. 

Congress. We all want clean air and 
water, but we feel the regulatory maze 
that has developed is unnecessarily 
increasing the cost of needed energy to 
the 600,000 consumers served by 
Illinois electric cooperatives.” 

A total of 639 attend Region V 
NRECA annual meeting at Madison, 
Wisconsin on September 12 and 14. 
The National Rural Electric Coop¬ 
erative Associaton (NRECA) 
represents 1,027 electric cooperatives 
in 46 states which provide electricity 
to 7,764,943 member-owners. Annual 
meetings are held in each of the 10 
regions prior to the national meeting. 

The National Rural Utilities Coop¬ 
erative Finance Corporation (CFC) 
was organized about ten years ago. Its 
purpose is to provide financing 
requirements of cooperatives which 
are beyond that established by REA 
loan limitations. Each cooperative has 
invested reserve funds with CFC and 
also a portion of all loan funds are also 
invested. Many cooperatives invest 
short-term surplus general funds with 
CFC until needed. CFC bonds are also 
available to individuals and coop¬ 

eratives to provide fixed income. The 
CFC present membership is 906 
cooperatives. 

Paul Mallinson 

AIEC annual meeting speaker REA 
Administrator Robert W. Feragen 
told the 400 rural electric leaders, 
“Conservation is not a no-growth 
program. Your emphasis is to help 
consumers use energy wisely and to 

help lower their monthly electric bills.” 
Following comments by different 
speakers AIEC Manager Tom Moore 
summed up the situation this way. 
“Illinois electric cooperative leaders 
agree with the intent of the environ¬ 
mental laws enacted by the U.S. 

Tree trimming never ends—they just grow and grow. Farmers Mutual Electric 
Company line crew is shown with equipment used in daily maintenance of the 
324 miles of tine service 1260 member-owners. Foreman Dick Kincaid, left, 
holds an hydraulic-powered limb saw. It features an eight-foot fiberglass handle 
for added safety. Dennis Wells, center, and Jerry Robinson, right, each hold light 
weight chain saws. These men need your cooperation in allowing them to 
dispose of the tree limbs nearby. When sufficient trimming can be done to allow 
for a two-year growth it reduces time and travel. Three bucket trucks are 
equipped for operation of the hydraulic saw. 
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A sharp spade--then this. When underground cable 

insulation is damaged, failure is certain in a short time, 

sometimes after a year. Call for a free location of 

underground conductors before you dig. The 

conductor you damage maybe your own and you must 

bear repair costs. 11-2-6 

Farmers Mutual Electric Company Director Wayne 

Colter was released from Moline Lutheran Hospital on 

November 14 following surgery. He is recuperating at home 

in Hazelwood. Wayne was reelected to serve on the board 

for his third full term in 1978. 

Five location numbers have been placed in this 

issue. If you recognize your number, please contact 

the office and claim a $5.00 credit on your next 

electric service bill. When reporting a power 

interruption, please give this location number for 

faster service. 

Buckets overhead. Lineman are constructing, along 

Highway 6, the first 3,000 foot section of a feeder to 

provide three phase service south and west of Geneseo. 

Aerial lift bucket trucks make construction much 

faster. 4-20-3 

Nuclear waste-in glass. The small glass disc the diameter 

of a quarter will contain the waste resulting when a 
nuclear plant supplies electricity to a family of four for 

one year. 

This medallion was presented to Philippine President 

Marcos by NRECA's Genera! Manager, Bob Partridge 
in July during ceremonies celebrating the connection of 

the one millionth meter in that country's rural 

electrification program. Some 7,000 islands are included 

in this nation of 45 million people. 70-28-2 

Representatives of the National Electrification Admin¬ 

istration of the Philippines visited Farmers Mutual recently 
to get an overview of the operations of an American rural 

electric cooperative. In this photo, directors Darwin 

Knudtson, left, and Paul Mallinson, right, visit with Tomas 

Tolentino and Guillermo Santos. 52-36-13 
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DO-IT-YOURSELFERS-BEAT HIGH HOUSING COSTS 

The Miles 
Home Recipe 

Ingredients: 
• Pre-cut materials • No big downpayment 
• Blueprints • Low monthly payments while building 
• Step-by-step instructions • 3 full years to build 

Mix all ingredients on your favorite lot (it may not have to be fully paid for) 
Add in plenty of patience, spare time and top it off with pride You’ve done it1 

You've home-made your very own home with the Miles-Build-lt-Yourself Recipe. 

Mail coupon today for full details on how you can cook up your own home. . 
and start a better life. Allow 4 weeks for delivery or send $1 00 for priority 
handling. 

CATALOG 

There's a representative near you. 
Phone: 
InN.IL: (815)544-0254 
InN.CenIL: (309)267 7919 
InSWIL: (314)285-3486 
InSEIL: (618)994-2836 

Sena me youi FREE Great Homes idea Book 
MILES HOMES. Oepl IL-31 

Miles Homes; 
City  

County. 

-7'P- 

PMone l ). 

The do-ft-younellert friend 
I plan to do □ all or O pan ot the work 

^^) $1 00 enclosed lor priority handling 

Dwarf fruit trees, 
award-winning 
roses, shrubs, 
vines, shade trees, 
bulbs--almost 
400 varieties and 
assortments. 

STARK BRO’S AU-New, Free Catalog 
Shows How You Can Have an Orchard In 
Your Backyard with STARK DWARF 
TREES that Bear Full-Size Fruit. 

See how to grow full-size sunny-gold or crimson- 
red delicious Stark Apples. Peaches. Cherries. 
Pears, even in a tiny yard. Harvest bushels of fruit 
for table, canning, freezing, or to sell at profit. Al¬ 
most 400 varieties and assortments of Exclusive 
Leader and U.S. Patented Fruit. Shade and Nui 
Trees. Bulbs, Roses. Shrubs, and Vines--all pic¬ 
tured in glorious color. Mail coupon TODAY! 

STARK BRO S NURSERIES & ORCHARDS CO. 
Box AI03C9 Louisiana. Mo. 63353 

f~STARK BRO’S NURSERIES & ORCHARDS CoH 
I Box A103C9 Louisiana, Mo. 63353 
□ Rush New Color Catalog FREE! 

I Please Print I 
] Mr. 
I Mrs. 
J Miss   

i Address  

form & ranch 
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INSURANCE 

Our insurance can help prevent finan¬ 
cial disaster or crippling losses. 

Cover your home and personal property, 
farm buildings, farm and personal 
legal liability, plus many other special 
coverages and options available. 

National 
Farmers Union 
Property and Casualty Company 

SEE YOUR LOCAL FARMERS UNION AGENT OR CONTACT ONE OF OUR DISTRICT 
OFFICES; SPRINGFIELD (217)528-8418, MT. VERNON (618)242-6498.  

Prevents fish kills 
Eliminates off odors 

Adds life giving oxygen 
Attracts ducks to open water 
Burns up pollutants which grow 

algae permitting fish life to 
flourish 

Easy to install-comes complete- 
plugs into house current 

Can be installed through ice 
For further details write 

gen-AlRator 
Box 305, Mequon. Wl 53092 

or call (414) 242-2630 
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Portable humidifiers are becoming an increasingly popular appliance in the home. Proper humidification during the 
heating season can make for more comfortable surroundings, but it is possible to over-humidify a dwelling. Among the 
problems which can occur because of over-humidification is too much moisture in the insulation material, which can 
cause a reduction in the insulation value. 

and similar water-consuming activities. 
Water vapor from these activities will 
increase the indoor relative humidity. 

High levels of humidity during 
winter can cause condensation on 
inside colder surfaces such as window 
glass, inside surface of metal grills of 
exhaust, inside surfaces of exterior 
walls, ceilings, reduce insulation 
effectiveness and possibly cause water 
vapor to consense and accumulate in 
the framing and building materials. As 
a result, the ultimate cause can be 
deterioration of structural members if 
such moisture condensation is quite 
frequent or continuous. 

Usually, such high moisture pro¬ 
duction is related to excessive use of 
humidifiers, water seepage in the 
basements, no vapor barrier over damp 
ground and crawl spaces, water 
seepage into heating ducts located 
under a slab, unvented clothes dryers, 
improperly vented gas hot water 
heaters, unvented gas space heaters or 
similar items. Homes that usually have 
good vapor barriers in the walls and 
ceilings, but no vapor barrier above 
ground crawl spaces and inadequate 
exhaust fans in the kitchen, bathroom 
and laundry room, will have sufficient 
moisture accumulation. Also, 
electrically heated homes (no com¬ 
bustion air needed) with low air 
infiltration rates, normal rates of 

household water vapor production and 
a vapor barrier in the ceiling may have 

considerable moisture buildup. 
Some methods of decreasing the 

humidity levels in the home involve 1) 
installation of a dehumidifier, 2) 
installation of adequate exhaust fans 
for the kitchen, bath and laundry 
areas, 3) installation of humidistats to 
control bath and laundry exhaust 
fans, and 4) proper ventilation of 
clothes dryers. The exhaust air from 
these ventilation fans should be vented 
to the outside air. All exhaust fans 
should also be equipped with an 
automatic back-damper which 
prohibits the reverse flow of unde¬ 
sirable air. 

Table I, based on date published by 
the National Association of Home 
Builders, can serve as a guide for 
attaining a proper humidity level in 
the home. It shows the indoor relative 
humidity at a point of which conden¬ 
sation will occur, assuming the inside 
air temperature is 70 degrees F., for 
both single and double glass windows 

at various outdoor temperatures. 
In conclusion, there are many 

situations which would tend to cause 
low humidity and high humidity levels 
in the home. The activities within a 
home greatly affect the house’s 
atmosphere. Therefore, try to achieve 

a desirable “mid-range” relative 
humidity level of approximately 35-40 
percent in the home and on extremely 
cold days, when the outside temper¬ 
ature is below average, approximately 
-10 degrees F., adjust the humidistat 
to a lower setting in order to avoid or 
reduce moisture accumulation or con¬ 
densation in the home. A precise 
formula for attaining a proper 
humidity level cannot be simply stated 
due to the many variables which affect 
humidity levels. Contact your local 
cooperative if you need more specific 
information in attaining the proper 
humidity level based on the activities 
within your home. 

r 

L 

To: A.I.E.C. Publications 
P. O. Box 3787 
Springfield, Illinois 62708 

Please mail me   copies of the publication 
“Home Weatherization” 

(For each copy, enclose $1.00 to cover the cost of the 

book and pay postage and handling.) 

Please Print Name    

Mailing Address   

City   State Zip   
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FMEC News 
«4*k*4 

Farmers Mutual Electric Co. Phone 944-4669 Geneseo, Illinois 

REA approves 

expansion loan 

REA approves $436,000 loan. Farmers 

Mutual Electric Company President 
Eldon Larson announced that the 

Rural Electrification Administration 
had approved a loan in the amount of 

$436,000.00. This 35 year loan at five 
percent will provide for improvements 
for 18 miles of distribution lines and 

provide requirements for 135 new 

members. He said that this amount 

represents 70 percent of funds 
required for planned improvements 
during the next two years. Thirty 

percent totaling $197,000.00 will 

come from the supplemental financing 
suppled by National Rural Utilities 

Cooperative Finance Corporation 

(CFC). 48-24-24 

The underground feeder connecting two substations is shown at the intersection 

of a storm sewer on Chicago Street. The cable is encased in galvanized steel. The 

street improvement was completed in November. The widening, surfacing and 
addition of concrete curbing required lowering part of an underground feeder 

connecting two substations. Here the cable has been protected by galvanized 
tubing. The manhole and storm sewer drain was built around this existing feeder. 

Three-phase 

service available 

Three phase service is available. You 

may still have three phase service 
before the line is converted. Warren 

Carton and Vincent Weber have 

had rotoverters replaced by the regular 

three phase lines. The converters 
are supplied by your cooperative 

under a five year contract at no 

charge. The energy required is billed at 

the regular three phase rate. When the 

three phase construction is completed 

the converter is returned to the 

cooperative. In the photo at right, 

Warren Carton points out features of 

his installation. 

12 ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS 


