
Member 
service 
comments 

General outages 
Min. Members 

Date Substation Out Out Cause 

1/2 lola 199 30 Line down, extreme cold 
1/2 Xenia 107 34 
1/2 130 12 
1/2 104 45 
1/2 Flora 129 54 
1/14 Noble 49 138 
1/24 138 72 
1/24 99 3 Unknown 
1/24 Xenia 32 65 High winds 
1/25 50 14 Hot line clamp off line 
1/27 Noble 125 17 Unknown 

Consumer hour interruptions 
by substation 

lola 
Bible 
Grove Noble Flora Xenia Total 

Total min. out. 
Consumers 
Aver. Out per 
mem. per mo. 

5,970 M 
507 

11.8M 

121 M 
638 

.2 M 

19,120 M 
343 
55.7 M 

6,966 M 
498 
14.0 M 

12,904 M 
680 
19.0 M 

45,081 M 
2,666 

16.9 M 

Clay’s increasing cost 
of purchased power 

1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 

$443,515 $683,527 $934,304 $1,118,432 $1,443,239 

No good news 

By Betty Walker 

Would you like to get an early start 
with those garden seeds that you 
selected when you were snowed in this 
winter? It can be done easily under the 
right conditions. One of these 
conditions is plenty of light. 

Install two special horticultural 
fluorescent tubes, such as Sylvania’s 
popular 40 watt Gro-Lux, in 
combination with a 40-watt wide 
Spectrum Gro-Lux in a standard 
four-foot reflector-type fixture. This 
fixture can be set up anywhere—in 
your kitchen, family room, or in the 
basement. You should be able to 
adjust it so the light source is about 
five inches away from the tops of the 
plants. Expose plants to a full 14 to 16 
hours of artificial “sunlight.” If the 
light is controlled by an automatic 
timer, the plants will get the eight 
hours darkness they need in 24 hours. 

Seedlings can be propagated in a 
shallow pan. Later, when they are 
about two inches tall, they should be 
transplanted into individual pots. 
Plants grown under lights tend to lose 
water quickly because of the heat. 
Place pots on saucers or in shallow 
pans filled with stones and water, 
because, as the moisture evaporates, it 
will rise, providing the necessary 
humidity. 

Plants will need watering daily; the 
object is to keep them moist at all 
times. This constant flow of water will 
deplete the soil of nourishment, so 
feed them every ten days with 
water-soluble fertilizer. 

Use a packaged sterilized soil mix to 
avoid fungus infections and pest 
invasions in your light gardens. Mix 
equal parts of it with vermiculite and 
peat moss or use soil-less mixes sold 
commercially under trade names. 

Before you start, however, you 
should have a book on gardening that 
gives more detailed instructions for 
good growing—and later good eating. 

MARCH 1979 

Nothing would make us happier 
than to be able to tell our members 
that economic conditions have 
improved to the point where inflation 
has been halted and power rates can be 
stabilized. 

Unfortunately, it seems such good 
news will have to be postponed until 
some time in the distant future. 

Those who have been assigned the 
task of solving the nation’s economic 
problems have made no progress 
whatsoever. Inflation continues, 
energy supplies are uncertain and there 
is still no firm policy to cope with the 
situation. 

Environmentalists have chosen to 
press for overly stringent pollution 
controls and government 
over-regulation continues to delay 

power plants at the expense of the 
already over-burdened taxpayers. One 
can only wonder why the Tellico dam, 
nearly 90 percent completed and 
costing millions of dollars, is in danger 
of being torn down because the 
Tennessee River contains the habitat 
of a tiny perch known as the snail 

darter, or why another power project, 
after millions have been spent, is 
halted by the discovery of a 
little-known plant called the furbish 
lousewort. As delays and costs 
rise, so will your power bills. 

Perhaps our tactics are all wrong. 
Instead of giving away billions of 
dollars in foreign aid, why don’t we 
apply for a few billion from the 
oil-prodicing countries. They will soon 
be the only ones who have any money. 
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He has worked with 
solar for 15 years 
(Continued from page 9) 

ice fall on it, just like it does on the 
glass ones. We’re researching it out 
carefully, just like we do everything. 
You have to research carefully, 
because the manufacturers give you 
the top side. They don’t lie to you, 
but they tend to give you facts based 
on optimum conditions. 

“It’s not good for the consumer if 
something goes wrong,” he says, “and 
it wouldn’t be good for us to have to 
go back and make the job good, which 
is exactly what we’d do. That’s why 
we want to do it as well as possible. To 
protect us and the consumer.” 

The plastic is being used on one 
Solar ’Search product, though, he 
notes, and that is a portable, multi-use 
collector, which is to be mounted on a 

OP€N HOUSC 
DISCOUNT WHCN 
YOU DUILD 
NORDAAS 
AMCRICAN! 

We want other people to see the way we build our quality 
custom homes. That’s why we offer our customers a 5% 
open house discount for a one-day showing when the 
home is completed. This can save you thousands of 
dollars. In addition, we provide free custom plan service, 
free delivery of materials within 1500 miles, and large 
discounts on furnishings and appliances. It pays to build a 
Nordaas American home. Send coupon or phone collect 
for color brochure and listing of quality standards. 

NORDAAS AMCRICAN HOMCS 
Minnesota Lake, MN 56068 • Phone (507) 462-3331 • Dept. 3002-JJ 

Name    

Address 
(Please Print) 

City State Zip. 

“It’s not good for the 
consumer if something 
goes wrong. That’s why 
we want to do it as well 
as possible.’’ 

trailer, for farm applications. The idea 
is to use it for low-temperature grain 
drying in the fall, then possibly to heat 
a machine shed during the winter, and 
possibly for livestock buildings, too. 

“It will be a simple, ready-to-use 
system,” Warnock says, “just a big 
collector mounted on a trailer and 
with a flexible hose that will need to 
be plugged into whatever needs to be 
heated, and an electrical connection 
for the blower motor. We’re all ready 
to go with the setup,” he laughs, “but 
we don’t have the trailer yet. 
Somewhere out there, there’s a 
snowbound trailer that’s going to hold 
our dryer. We’ll get it out as soon as 
the weather permits.” 

In the meantime, work goes on, to 
build collectors and to research even 
better materials and methods, and to 
finally perfect the install-it-yourself 
system, including water heater, for 
under $3,000. 

Pnone__  

Built for a Lifetime of Living . . . Send Coupon Today 

PRICE BREAK! WE’VE SOLD THOUSANDS OF 
THESE DELUXE ORGANIZERS AT $5.95! 

Keep an Entire Year’s Records in a 12" by 14" Space! 

CANCELLED CHECKS 
MONTH-BY-MONTH 

UTILITY RECEIPTS CREDIT CARD RECEIPTS 

ACT NOW! 
Get a FREE 
MYSTERY 

GIFT 
worth up to 

$500 
with each 

order while 
supply lasts! 

MAIL 
COUPON 
TODAY 

FOLDS AS THIN AS A MAGAZINE! 

SAME HIGH QUALITY — sold in 1978 at $5.95 — ONLY PRICE 
IS CHANGED! Does the work of a complete file box, in a frac¬ 
tion of the space. When tax time comes, have everything you 
need to claim your deductions. 

Easiest, most convenient way you ever saw to organize all 
your records — cancelled checks, bank statements, payment 
slips, medical receipts. No time wasted ... no hair pulled. 
Heavy-gauge brown and beige vinyl, handsome on any desk. 

Order 2 and save! If not completely satisfied, return within 
14 days for full refund, except postage and handling. Mail 
coupon today! 
© 1979 American Consumer, Inc., Caroline Rd., Phila., PA 19176 

Canadian Customers please send orders to: Mail Store Ltd. 
Dept. MMGM, 170 Brockport Drive, Rexdale, Ontario M9W 5C8 

(Ontario & Quebec residents add sales tax) 

■■MAIL NO-RISK COUPON TODAY 
AMERICAN CONSUMER. Dept. MMGM-47 
Caroline Road, Philadelphia, PA 19176 

YES! Please send me   . (MMGM) organizer(s) at 
$3.98 each plus 75<t to cover postage & handling. 
Also send a free mystery gift with each order. 
SAVE! Order 2 organizers for only S6.98 plus $1.50 
postage & handling. 
If after receiving my order I'm not delighted, I may 
return it within 14 days for refund (except postage & 
handling). 
Total enclosed $ PA residents add 6% 
sales tax. Check or money order, no CODs please. 
CHARGE IT: (check one) Exp. Date  
□ Visa/BankAmericard 
□ Master Charge Bank #  

Credit Card #  

Name  

Address  

City  -State- 
3660-818 

-Apt. #. 

—Zip — 
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Why settle for 
For little more than the Br ^^B BCB ™ 

an ordinary gar- 
age, you can enjoy the 
organized, uncluttered life that goes right along with a Sportsman utility building. 
This beautiful, maintenance-free building is the practical answer to ‘where am I going 
to put everything?’. There’s plenty of room for all the things you want to protect— 
cars, trucks, trailers, motorhomes, boats, etc.—with lots of space left over for a 

workshop or hobby area, if you like. _ 
It’s a wonderful way of life. YOU 

Why settle for less? a 

Sportsman 
Utility 

Building 

High, wide 
sliding doors in 
both endwalls are 
H'3" high x 15' wide. 
Plenty of clearance for 
motorhomes, travel 
trailers, etc. 

Wickes 

It’s more than 
a garage ...a lot more 

Name 

Extended 
Payment Plans 

Available 

Call collect 
mail coupon 

to nearest office. 

Address 

Town .County- 

State . _Phone_ 
IR3 

W Wickes Buildings 
A Division of The Wickes Corporation 

Illinois 
Galesburg, Box 548 
Gilman, Box 336 
Mendota, Box 9 
Mt. Vernon, Box 1142 
Taylorville, Box 117 

(309) 342-3416 
(815) 265-7257 
(815) 539-9325 
(618) 756-2347 
(217) 824-9851 

Indiana 
Crawfordsville, Box 41 
Iowa 
Dubuque, Box 1026 
Wisconsin 
Elkhorn, Box 127 

(317) 362-5720 

(319) 556-1663 

(414) 723-5261 



Across the 
Manager’s Desk 
The following material was prepared 

to meet deadlines before the 
devastating ice storm which struck 
Clay County in February. There will 
be reports on the storm in future 
editions. 
LINE IMPROVEMENTS 

In order to provide better service, 
Clay Electric has nearly completed ten 
miles of three-phase tie line between 
the Flora and Xenia substations. This 

line should be 
energized this month 
and will greatly 
reduce the 
possibility of losing 
either the Flora or 

/ Xenia substations. 
This will complete 

the second major tie 
line construction; 

the first being completed between 
Bible Grove and lola in 1975. We now 
have a paralleled distribution system 
that can deliver power from alternate 
sources. In a major emergency, an 
outage affecting many members may 
be reduced from twenty-four hours to 
as little as an hour or two. 

Due to this construction, several 

Stanley N. 
Huffman 

Manager 

miles of single-phase line will now be 
retired. Members wishing to purchase 
used poles should contact the 
cooperative office if they wish to 
reserve a few. 

SERVICE INTERRUPTIONS 
We know many of our members 

have endured the aggravation of 
service interruptions and we appreciate 
their thoughtful support while we have 
been making necessary maintenance 
repairs. Members can help the 
cooperative reduce line outages if they 
are aware of, and notify the 
cooperative of, trees on our lines, 
target practicing on insulators or other 
conditions that might cause a lengthy 
service interruption. We have a 
24-hour answering service that can be 
used at any time. 

The cooperative and our members 
were very fortunate to escape the 
damaging Easter ice storm of 1978 and 
the January ice storm of 1979 that 
spread across most of central Illinois. 
Damage to rural electric cooperatives 
in that area totaled well into millions 
of dollars. One cooperative sustained 
in excess of over $4-million in plant 
loss with nearly 100 percent of its 
members being without power from 
one to four weeks. Clay Electric 
assisted the striken cooperatives by 

What to do 
when the power is off 

1. Check your fuses and switches 
below the meter. If some of your 
lights work, then the trouble may 
be in your own fuses. Remember to 
check the main cartridge fuses in 
the fuse box. 

2. If all the lights are off, then check 
with your neighbor to see if his 
power is off. 

3. If you have not found the trouble, 
call our answering service, day or 

night, 622-2171. Be sure to give 
your name, the general area in 
which you live, and your account 
number. This account number, 
found on the bottom line of all 
your billing cards, is used as a street 
address and house number in 
locating your place. Please call in as 
soon as the trouble is discovered or 
anything wrong with the line is 
noticed. 

dispatching men and equipment on 
several occasions. Line personnel Les 
Gragert, Floyd Hardin, Mink Wyman, 
Al Winka and Ray Williams spent long 
hours and many days helping to 
restore service to these cooperatives. 

HIGH BILLS 
We realize the cost of electricity has 

risen rapidly the past few years. 
However, in making comparisons, we 
have found Clay Electric’s residential 
rate to be one of the lowest in our 
area. 

Your Board of Directors and 
employees have been cutting costs 
wherever possible. Yet, the drastic 
increase in the cost of purchased 
power continues to cut deeply in the 
cooperative’s ability to maintain its 
system. Even though Clay Electric’s 
financial position has continued to be 
sound, increasing wholesale power 
costs will in great part determine our 
ability to hold the line on rate 
increases to you, the member. 

We were, however, pleased to find 
that our members’ power cost 

adjustment was a credit of $2.00 per 
1,000 kilowatt-hour in January and 
$2.54 per 1,000 kwh in February. For 
a change, the power cost adjustment 
was a subtraction instead of an 
addition to your bill. The power cost 

adjustment reflects only the monthly 
increase or decrease in your 
cooperative’s cost of purchased power 
from Central Illinois Public Service 
Company. 

ANNUAL MEETING 
As the months pass by quickly, it’s 

not too early to mention our annual 
meeting at the Charley Brown Park on 
Thursday, July 12, 1979. We are 
planning again for the best in 
entertainment, good food, prizes and 
an interesting business session. 

As always, bring the family; we are 
certain you will enjoy it. 
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If line trouble occurs. . . 
How to change a fuse or reset a breaker 

Check your fuses and circuit breakers to be sure the 
trouble is not in your electrical system. Always keep 
extra fuses — both screw and cartridge types — on 
hand. It is physically impossible for Clay Electric 
Co-operative, Inc. to make service calls to replace 
fuses. This is the member’s responsibility. 

1. First, disconnect lamps and 
appliances in use when 
circuit went out. 

2. Make sure your hands are 
dry; stand on a dry board 
or rubber pad, if possible. 
Open main switch, or 
pull-out section of panel 
labeled “main” in the 
service entrance, to cut off 
current while working at 
the branch circuit box. 

3. Identify the blown fuse. 
When a fuse blows, the 
transparent section 
becomes cloudy, or 
blackened. 

4. Replace the blown fuse 
with a new one of proper 
size. The smaller sizes screw 
in and out just like light 
bulbs. If the blown fuse of 
a cartridge type, located in 
the pull-out section, it can 
be removed and replaced 
by hand pressure. 

5. Close the main switch, or 
replace pull-out section, to 
restore service. 

6. Throw away the blown 
fuse. 

2. If you find that your fuses are O.K., check with 
neighbors to see if they have electric service. Call the 
Clay Electric Co-operative immediately (day or night) 
to report the outage. Phone 662-2171. 

NEVER, NEVER, NEVER put a penny behind a 
fuse. There is extreme danger that your house or 
building^will burn down. 

HOW TO RESET A CIRCUIT BREAKER 

3. When reporting an outage, please give the name the 
account is listed in and the complete location 
number. . .(it is found on your electric bill stub). 

1. Move handle to OFF position 

2. Push handle past OFF position 

3. Return handle to ON position 

(1) Flashlight 

How to test your fuses 

(3) INSERT FUSE, REPLACE CAP. IF 
THE BULB LIGHTS THE FUSE IS 
GOOD. GLOW WILL BE DIMMER 
SINCE YOU HAVE ONLY ONE 
BATTERY IN THE FLASHLIGHT. 
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• Up to $1000 in 
power tools or workshop equipment 
of your choice. _ 
^ %* m f mitii» .m WBBm 

FAMOUS-MAKER TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT: 
Welders, Drill Presses, Bench Grinders, 
Shop Vacuums, and much more. 

IBB ,Y< 1 w. 
my 

—! B| \ M k 

...with the purchase of any Wkkes building 
during our 'Early Bird'spring offer. 

Call collect or mail coupon to nearest office. 

Name 

Address 

Town County  

State Zip Phone  
IR4 

Illinois Iowa 
Galesburg, Box 548 (309) 342-3416 Dubuque, 
Mendota, Box 9 (815) 539-9325 Box 1026 (319) 556-1663 
Mt. Vernon, Box 1142 (618) 756-2347 
Taylorville, Box 117 (217)824-9851 Wisconsin 
. ' Elkhorn, Box 127 (414) 723-5261 
Indiana 
Crawfordsville, Box 41 (317) 362-5720 

Springtime, 1979. It’s the start of the busy building season for 
Wickes Buildings, and we’re reaching out to more people than 
ever before with America’s largest selection of quality poleframe 
buildings. We want your business, and we give you more value 
for your dollar to get it—more services, more buyer protection 
too. Garages, utility buildings, workshops, farm buildings, horse 
barns, commercial buildings—all professionally engineered 
structures, all with a 5-year written warranty on materials and 
workmanship. 

Special EARLY BIRD offer 
Order your new Wickes building now at our low, competitive 
pre-season prices, and we’ll give you absolutely free up to 
$1,000.00 in power tools or shop equipment of your choice. It’s 
our way to say thank you for letting us introduce you to the best 
building value in America—a Wickes building. It’s a super deal, 
so don’t delay. Offer ends May 5, 1979. Call collect or come in 
today. 

W Wickes Buildings 
A Division of The Wickes Corporation 

Extended payment plans available to qualified buyers. 
w Wickes 



egislator urges 
dustry groups 

Agriculture, Conservation and Energy 
Committee, added that agriculture had 
“not suffered at the hands of the 
Illinois General Assembly, nor will you 
suffer.” On farm problems, Knuppel 
said they “rest in Washington,” and 
emphasized the importance of looking 
toward Washington for help with 
problems facing agriculture. 

Representative Gale Schisler of 
London Mills, Chairman of the House 
Agriculture Committee, said the 
Illinois General Assembly was in 
Springfield to do the people’s business. 
He added that he considered the 
House Agriculture Committee to be 
the most important in the General 
Assembly and urged agriculture groups 
to come forward with their ideas. 

Illinois Agriculture Director John 
Block, the main speaker at the 
breakfast, called on the Legislature to 
help get agriculture’s story across to 
the general population. 

“We have plenty to be proud of. 
Look at ever-increasing productivity of 
the American farmer, who now feeds 
56 of his fellow men across the state, 
the nation and the world,” Block told 
the more than 600 attending. 

Sid Hutchcraft, Executive Vice 
President of the Illinois Pork 
Producers Association and master of 
ceremonies, termed the breakfast “an 
opportunity for those of us in 
agriculture to better know the people 
who represent us and to help them 
understand the workings of Illinois 
largest industry.” 

Thirty-nine state agriculture 
commodity and industry groups, 
including the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives, sponsored the 
breakfast. 

Spring Special! 
MAY 1 IS LAST CHANCE FOR 1978 PRICES 

ON G.S.I. BINS, FLOORS, FANS, CIRCULATORS, 
STIRATORS and AUGER EQUIPMENT 

4103 Bu. Bin $2,211.00 
5657 Bu. Bin 2,565.00 
7485 Bu. Bin 3,015.00 

11994 Bu. Bin 4,397.00 

TRANSPORT AUGER SPECIAL 
5% OFF 1978 Price 

If ordered With Grain Bin 

EXTRA SA VINGS: 

5% CASH DISCOUNT 

2% FOR F.O.B. ANNA, ILL. 

ANNA GRAIN ELEVATOR, INC. 
1000 Sheridan Rd. Anna, III. 62906 Phone: (618) 833-7631 or 833-5662 

AGRICULTURE 

30x48x12 $2,782 
40x48x14 $3,787 
40x72x14 STEEL I-BEAM $4,776 
48x96x14 

CONSTRUCTION ggg 

48x120x14 $8,493 
60x108x15 $10,999 

AGRICULTURE-COMMERCIAL 

70x125x14 $13,978 

COMMERCIAL 

$2,495 24x30x8 
30x30x8 FRAMED OPENING INC. $2,767 

STEEL I-BEAM CONSTR. 

40x42x8 $3,979 

UP TO 33% OFF LIST 
ON ADVERTISED SPECIALS 

CALL FOR PRICE GUARANTEES 

EAST AND MIDWEST (can collect) 517-263-8474 

TOLL FREE IN MICH  800-292-0033 

OUTSIDE MICH  800-248-0065 

WEST (cell collect)   408-646-9777 

TOLL FREE IN CAL  800-682-9250 

OUTSIDE CAL  800-538-9541 
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Across 
the 

Manager’s 
Desk 

Stanley N. Huffman 

“Drying a corn crop can require as 
much fuel per acre as was used to grow 
and harvest it,” says William Peterson 
of the University of Illinois. 

Energy costs are climbing and 
farmers must utilize efficient and 
careful drying methods to save fuels, 
money, and produce even better 
products. 

The annual Grain Conditioning 
Conference, held in Champaign, 
presented the latest recommendations 
for on farm grain conditioning 
including techniques to improve the 
energy efficiency and costs of drying 
operations. 

It was the consensus of the grain 
drying experts to use low temperature 
drying, no heat drying, or solar drying 
as methods to increase energy 
utilization and cut costs. Any of these 
methods also aid in producing a better 
product for marketing. 

Peterson has these suggestions for 
efficient crop drying: 

—Don’t dry it if it will be fed to 
livestock. Late harvested corn can be 
stored, with aeration to keep it cool at 
18 to 20 percent moisture if it will be 
fed to livestock during the winter. 
Ventilate with a low pressure fan. 

— Harvest at a low moisture. 
Provided there is not increased field 
loss, save energy by harvesting at lower 
moisture content. Twice as much 
moisture must be removed from 27 
percent moisture corn than corn 
containing 22 percent to reduce 
content to the desired 15 Vi percent. 

—Don’t overdry. Corn that will not 
be kept over the following summer 

need not be dried below 15Vi percent. 
Corn with 24 percent moisture dried 
to 15 percent instead of 13 percent 
will save 25 percent on fuel costs 
where high-speed drying is used. 
Excess weight ‘shrinkage” caused by 
overdrying is the owner’s loss at the 
market. 

—Use a more energy-efficient drying 
method. Use the natural drying ability 
of the air. High speed drying methods 
use 2,000 to 3,000 BTUs per pound of 
water removed, whereas low 
temperature drying in the bin will use 
only 1,000 to 1,500 BTU/lb. of water 
removed. 

Peterson stresses utilizing a 
sufficient amount of air and keeping 
the drying system simple. Low 
temperature, in storage drying is a 
relatively new practice. 

—Don’t try low temperature drying 
on damaged corn because damage 
accelerates spoilage and retards 
airflow. 

—Screening out trash and using a 
distributor helps in getting air through 
the corn. Level as you fill. 

—Operate the fan continuously 
except during prolonged below 
freezing temperatures. Keep the corn 
cool and move the drying front 
through the corn as quickly as 
possible. 

—When outside temperature is 50 
degrees fahrenheit or higher, don’t use 
a heater. 

—Use the heater during damp 
weather and at night. 

—Temperature rise of five to 10 
degrees is sufficient. Extra heat will 
accelerate spoilage faster than the 
increase in drying rate. 

—Use controls that prevent heater 
operation unless the fan is running. 

—Check moisture content of a 
sample from the bottom of the bin 
periodically. Too much heat has been 
used if corn is drier than desired. Many 

operators have been successful in some 
seasons using no heat at all. 

Relatively simple low-cost solar 
collectors can be built which will 
provide the five to 10 degree 
temperature rise needed for low 
temperature drying. 

Since the drying period will be 
extended over several weeks, this 
allows time for substantial amounts of 
solar energy to be collected. A 
“back-up” heater is suggested for 
extended cold and rainy periods. 

Gene Shove, Professor of 
Agricultural Engineering, University of 
Illinois, who experimented with no 
heat drying emphasizes the need for 
sufficient air, and suggests filling the 
bins slower so that each new layer of 
corn has ample drying time before the 
next layer is added. Fans alone often 
raise the temperature two to five 
degrees. The higher the air flow the 
shorter the drying time. 

Three young farmers, John Dewey, 
Dale Sass, and Randy Sims from 
central and northern Illinois related 
their experiences, good points and 
bad, in construction and operations of 
solar grain drying systems. 

Educators, power suppliers, farmers, 
elevator operators, seed grain dealers, 
and farm equipment manufacturers 
and dealers from many of the United 
States and two from Canada attended 
this fine two-day program. This is a 
great experience. If you have never 
attended one of these meetings, that is 
open to anyone, perhaps you can go 
next time and will benefit from the 
research done and the store of 
information compiled by these 
experts. 

Contact Clay Electric Co-operative, 
Inc. for a catalog sheet of Solar Heated 
Building Plans published by the 
Department of Agricultural 
Engineering for your ordering 
convenience. 
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the cooperative is experiencing, but 
stressed, “additional pressures are 
being placed on the cooperative by 
inflated costs for wholesale power and 
construction materials.” 

“Increases in wholesale power cost 
have been a staggering burden for 
our members,” Huffman reported. 
“The cooperative has been forced to 
renegotiate its purchased power agree¬ 
ment with CIPS over the past five 
years, and recently another rate 
adjustment, to be effective in January, 
1980, was requested by CIPS.” 

The cooperative’s financial statistics 
indicate that Clay Electric’s wholesale 
power costs were less than $400,000 
in 1974, but over the years this cost 
has risen to “an anticipated $ 1.5- 
million in 1979.” 

“We will continue fighting these 
power cost increases,” Huffman’s 
report concluded, “but meanwhile 
we ask all members to be more aware 
of their electrical consumption 
patterns and, if possible, attempt to 
reduce electric usage.” 

Secretary-Treasurer .Edwin T. 
Henson of Xenia reported that during 
the ice storm in February, 1979, the 
cooperative incurred damages totaling 
$1,001,000, an amount equal to 
one-third of the total distribution 
system’s capital value. 

“The cooperative has applied to the 
Rural Electrification Administration in 
Washington, D. C., for a loan at five 
percent interest to finance the repair 
of the system,” he said. “We do not 
anticipate that ice storm costs will 
add to members’ electric bills this 

AUGUST 1979 

Clockwise from below: reelected directors look over the meeting program. From 
left are James R. Burkett, Carl Barnick and Clem Hilmes. The Joyful Noise 
provided entertainment. Some 1,200 people attended the meeting, in spite 
of a day-long rain. Dr. Thomas Holzberlein presented his energy conservation 
program. Manager Stan Huffman suffered from laryngitis, so his wife, Joan, 
helped deliver the manager's message. 

year because the repairs take a long 
time.” Henson said that if a rate 
increase should become necessary, 
it would be a minimal one of “approx¬ 
imately three or four percent.” 

Dr. Thomas Holzberlein, professor 
of physics at Principia College, Elsah, 
Illinois, presented a program entitled, 
“A Funny Thing Happened on the 

way to Tomorrow,” in which he 
outlined America’s energy problems 
and the options open to us in dealing 
with those problems. 

Following the annual meeting, the 
board reelected its officers: Barnick, 
president; Leo Iffert of Noble, vice 
president, and Henson, secretary- 
treasurer. 
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Simple home weatherization steps 
can cut your costs 

Homes, both old and new, often 
have many cracks and openings, 

especially around windows and doors. 
Such cracks are heavy heat losers 
during the winter months, and are 
costly during the air conditioning 
season, too. Annoying drafts are 
present near windows or doors which 
need weather stripping. For example, 
most doors are fitted loosely so they 
will open and close smoothly. A crack 
of only one-eighth inch around a 
standard front door lets out as much 
heat as a 28-square-inch hole in the 
wall. 

In a properly insulated home, air 
leakage can account for up to one- 
third of the heating costs; a good 
reason to weather strip and caulk to 
cut down on this energy waste. 

One good thing about caulking is 
that it is an effective way to increase 
the comfort level and save money, and 
requires only a small investment. 
Another is that it is a fairly simple 
project for the average person. 

Caulking should be done wherever 
two different parts of a house meet 
at a stationary joint, such as around 

windows, doors, foundation sills, 
chimneys, water faucets, vents, 
electrical outlets and pipes. 

There are several kinds of caulking 
compounds available, and the prices 
vary widely. Generally, the long suit 
of the more expensive caulks is that 
they last longer, so you do not have 
to do the job very often. 

Caulking compounds are available 
in standardized 11-ounce cartridges, 
each of which will draw a one- 
quarter-inch bead 25 feet long. 

While shopping for caulking, keep 
in mind the following characteristics 
about various compounds: 

Elastomeric caulks—includes 
silicones, polysulfides and poly¬ 
urethanes. They are relatively easy to 
apply, give a neat bead, stick to most 
building surfaces, are long lasting and 
do not harden, so they will expand 
and contract slightly with the building. 
They are in the higher-cost range. 
Some require primers on porous 
surfaces, and some will accept paint 
while others will not. You will need to 
read the instructions on the label to be 
sure. 

Latex, butyl or polyvinyl base 
caulks—easy to apply, bond to most 
surfaces, are moderately durable, in 
medium price range. Acrylic latex 
in premium grade is recommended for 
most applications. 

Oil and resin-base caulks—readily 
available; bond to wood, masonry 
and metal. Their short (2-3 year) 
lifespan makes them less desirable than 
others, but they are the lowest in cost. 

Lead-base caulk is not recom¬ 
mended. 

If you need to fill a large gap, you 
may need to stuff in filler before 
applying the caulking compound. 
Oakum rope, caulking cotton, sponge 
rubber, fiberglass or self-sticking 
caulking cord should be used to fill 
extra wide cracks. Insulation scraps 
may also be used for this purpose. 

To install caulking, clean the 
area of chipping or flaking paint, dirt 
and deteriorated caulk before applying 
the new caulk. Stuff filler in extra 
wide cracks as needed. Lay a firm bead 
which overlaps both sides of the crack 
for a tight seal and firm adherence to 
the substrate. Rough beads can be 
smoothed out or squeegeed off with a 
moistened finger tip. 

There are several methods of 
weather stripping doors, ranging from 
applying adhesive-backed foam rubber 
to removing the door and cutting off 
part of it to install sophisticated 
devices. While the more complex 
methods offer advantages of more 
effectiveness or very long life, they 
may require installation by a car¬ 
penter. 

Adhesive- backed foam is very 

To: A.I.E.C. Publications 

P. O. Box 3787 

Springfield, Illinois 62708 

Please mail me   copies of the publication 

“Home Weatherization” 

(For each copy, enclose $1.00 to cover the cost of the 

book and pay postage and handling.) 

Please Print Name   

Mailing Address   

| City   State Zip   
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Tucker's Comers 
(Continued from page 9) 

looks much the same as it did back 
when Tucker opened it as a Cities 
Service dealer back during World 
War II. The front porch has been 
enclosed and a lean-to added to 
one side, but nothing else has changed 

much. The Cities Service clover gave 

way to the Humble sign, which was 
replaced by Enco. “We’re Exxon 
now,” Tucker notes. 

After three decades of aging, the 
little crossroads community now 
seems to enjoy the peaceful sedateness 
of being firmly in the back-water of 
things. Tucker notes that one old 
custom went by the boards years ago. 
No longer does the mail carrier stop by 
in his Model A Ford every day for his 
customary fifty cents worth of gaso¬ 
line, nor do the big oil rigs stop in, 
bringing in their hungry workers. 

Looking back on his three decades 
in the little crossroads town, Tucker 
says, “I had a little store, just 18 by 24 
feet, but it did a pretty good business 
for its size. Tucker’s Corners is a nice 
little place.” 

t 
DO-IT-YOURSELFERS-BEAT HIGH HOUSING COSTS 

The Miles 
Home Recipe 

Ingredients: 
• Pre-cut materials • No big downpayment 
• Blueprints • Low monthly payments while building 
• Step-by-step instructions • 3 full years to build 

Mix all ingredients on your favorite lot (it may not have to be fully paid for) 
Add in plenty of patience, spare time and top it off with pride You've done it1 

You've home-made your very own home with the Miles-Build-lt-Yourself Recipe. 

Mail coupon today for full details on how you can cook up your own home, 
and start a better life. Allow 4 weeks for delivery or send $1,00 for priority 
handling. _ _ _ __ H M a 

There's a representative near you. 
Phone: 
In N. IL: 
In N. Cen IL : 
I n S. Cen IL : 
In SW IL: 
In SE IL 

(815) 544 0254 
(309) 267 7919 
(217) 625-7754 
(314) 285 3486 
(618) 994-2836 

Sena me youi FREE Great Homes Idea Book 
MILES HOMES. Dept IL-31 

Miles Homes; 
-Z.p- 

Phone ( )- 

The do-h-your»eHert friend. 
i plan to do □ an or □ pan ot the work 

^^3 $1 00 enclosed lor priority handling 

1979’s biggest farm bargain. Cali free! 

1-800-241-8444TSEiS 

mth Anniversary a 
62' wide x 72' long 
Color; bam red, white trim 

Celebration Savings... 
Call Nowl 
For over 125 years, the Wickes Corporation has been building 
customer confidence. The kind of confidence you'll enjoy in 
owning our special commemorative building. 

Price Includes: 
Aluminum roof and sides 
(2) 20' x 13' end doors 
(1) 3' x 6'8'' entry door 
(6) 3' x 9' skylights 
(Additional lengths available 
in Ml,' inr-rpmentsl 

S&ffi, 
Celebration 
Priced: 

$13,295 

(Subject to mileage limitations 
and crew availability) 

Price good through September 30,1979 

Call the Leader today 
for celebration savinas! 

This sturdy, off-peak structure provides maximum space for years 
of dependable, weathertight storage service. And now, through 
September 30,1979, it's specially priced! 

Celebrate the Wickes 125th Anniversary with big savings. Give us 
a toll-free call; you’ll be amazed at how easy it is to match your 
farm storage needs with literally hundreds of 
professionally-engineered designs from America’s storage 
leader.. .Wickes Buildings. 

Wickes 
Buildings 
A Division of the Wickes Corporation 
General Offices: P.O. Box 41070 
2410 Executive Drive • Indianapolis, IN 46241 

1854-1979 
> Wickes 
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CLAY 
ELECTRIC 

ICOOPERATIVEI Clay Electric News 
CLAY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 618-662-2171 FLORA, ILLINOIS 

Barnick tells of efforts to control costs 
through membership in generation cooperative 

Officials of Clay Electric 
Co-operative are optimistic that con¬ 
trolling their own power supply, 
through their affiliation with Soyland 
Power Cooperative, will have a 
stabilizing effect on future electric 
energy costs for the cooperative’s 
2,700 member-owners. 

During the cooperative’s 35th 
annual members’ meeting July 12 at 
Charley Brown Memorial Park, Flora, 
President Carl Barnick of Mason 
described how Soyland Power Coop¬ 
erative, of which Clay Electric and 14 
other Illinois electric cooperatives are 
members, is expected to provide better 
control over future increases in bulk 
power cost. 

Speaking to approximately 1,200 
persons, Barnick said, “The Clinton 
Power Station, which Soyland owns 
a part of, and the coal-fired plant 
being planned now by Soyland, 
together with purchased power from 
Central Illinois Public Service Co. 
(CIPS), will eventually give Clay 
Electric some power supply alter¬ 
natives to help ease the rising cost of 
purchased power.” 

Clay Electric does not presently 
own power generating facilities, but 
purchases its bulk power from CIPS 
and distributes it to nearly 2,700 
consumer-owners in a six-county 
service area. 

“Our part ownership of these 
generating facilities will not mean 
that electric energy will be abundant 
or at a low cost,” Barnick reminded, 
“because building new power plants 
is more expensive than it used to be 
due to economic inflation and costly 

governmental regulations affecting 
plant siting, construction and 
operations.” 

During the business session of the 
meeting, members reelected Clem 

Hilmes of Flora, James R. Burkett 
of Louisville and Barnick to three-year 
terms on the cooperative’s board of 
directors. 

Manager Stanley N. Huffman, 
suffering from laryngitis, relinquished 
the duty of delivering his annual 
report to the membership to his wife, 
Joan. Reading from her husband’s 
prepared text, Mrs. Huffman cited the 
effects of inflation on Clay Electric 
members’ electric bills. 

“In 1968, the average Clay Electric 
member’s bill was $13 for a usage of 
560 kilowatt-hours. Today’s average 
usage is nearly 1,000 kilowatt-hours 
and the cost has risen to $43,” she 
said. 

Huffman’s report indicates the 
desirability for steady growth which 
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