
Dave Curry demonstrates the fireplace 
shade. Curry 'and a friend teamed to 
develop the device, designed to sea! off 
a fireplace and prevent the possibility 
of sparks causing a fire and keep heat 
from escaping up the chimney when 
the fireplace is not in use. 

ACorn Belt Electric Cooperative 
member and a friend have 

developed a unique energy-saving 
device designed to cut back on 
fireplace heat loss. It is the fireplace 
shade, a product much like a 
window shade, except that it is 
engineered to tolerate temperatures up 
to 700 degrees fahrenheit, the two 
inventors say. 

The fireplace shade is the work of 
Corn Belt member Dave Curry of 
Bloomington and Duane Kunz of 
Morton. Kunz had the idea and 
Curry—who is president of the 
Fireplace and Patio Center, a firm 
which markets fireplace and patio 
products in several central Illinois 
cities—had the marketing know-how. 

Using the same principle as a 
window shade, it provides a barrier 
between the smoldering fire and the 
room, thereby eliminating the hazard 
of shooting sparks and reducing heat 

loss at night, Curry points out. The 
fireplace shade installs invisibly in 
most fireplaces and is less expensive 
than glass doors. 

With Kunz providing the 
engineering and Curry the marketing 
knowledge, the two established 
Flame-Tech Inc. to arrange for 
manufacturing and marketing. Soon 
they had lined up distributors in 30 
states and in Canada. 

“How many times have you enjoyed 
a fire in the evening, only to retire 
before the fire is completely out?” 
Curry asks. “You’re faced with 
having to either put the fire out, or 
simply put the screen over the front 
and go to bed. That allows the 
fireplace to exhaust much of the 
heated room air to the outside during 
the night,” he says. 

“With the fireplace shade, you can 
simply draw it down before retiring; 
the fire dies out, and heat loss from 

the room is effectively eliminated.” 
“It received a great response at the 

Chicago Hardware Show this past 
fall,” Curry adds. 

Curry says that November was the 
first full production month with 
output of 7,000 shades per week. “We 
think its the hoola hoop of fireplace 
products.” 

Retailing for under $60, depending 
upon fireplace size, the shade is 
available through many fireplace 
product dealers throughout Illinois. 

Sales “boomed” too soon, Curry 
says. Television commercial spots were 
given to stations during October for 
viewing in November. Curry said he 
was watching the baseball world series 
one day in October, when a 
commercial for his fireplace shade 
appeared. Calls and orders came in 
before they could fill them. “We really 
got caught off guard,” he says, “but 
we’ve recovered pretty well now.” 
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Essay 
Contest 

The directors of Menard Electric 
Cooperative are pleased to sponsor an 
essay contest which will permit two 
high school juniors from the 
cooperative service area to win a 
week’s all-expense-paid trip to 
Washington, D.C., and other points of 
interest. 

Essays will be judged on originality, 
accuracy of facts, content and 
composition. Winners will leave 
Springfield on June 10 and will return 
on June 17. 

Any high school student enrolled in 
the 11th grade and attending a high 
school serving, or substantially serving, 
the same area as Menard Electric 
Cooperative may enter. 

Further details on the annual essay 
contest will be forthcoming and 
anyone interested in getting an early 
start in preparing their essay are urged 
to contact the cooperative office. 

Judith A. Powers Charles A. Meyer 

New Employees 
Charles A. Meyer of Ashland began 

employment with your cooperative on 
December 1 as a junior accountant. 
Charles is a graduate of Ashland High 
School and Illinois College. Prior to his 
employment with the cooperative, 
Chuck worked for the State Bank of 
Ashland. 

Charles is the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Lloyd Meyer of Ashland. 

Mrs. Judith A. Powers of route 1, 
Petersburg began employment with 

your cooperative on December 1 as 
cashier-receptionist. Judy and her 
husband, Jack, are natives of Michigan, 
and with their three children have 
lived in the Petersburg area for the 
past three years. Jack is employed by 
the General Adjustment Bureau of 
Springfield. 

We welcome Mrs. Powers and 
Charles Meyer to the Menard Electric 
Cooperative family. 

Smoke Alarm' 
Building codes now require one or more 

smoke-detecting alarms to be installed in new homes. Some 
homebuilders may not be aware of this requirement unless 
they are in an area where inspection is carried out by city 
or state authority. All new mobile homes are required by 
HUD to be equipped with one detector if bedrooms are all 
on one end and two detectors if bedrooms are at each end. 

A detector is very sensitive to smoke. The least whiff 
of smoke will set it off, causing an unmistakable buzz or 
squeal which has a good probability of awakening even the 
soundest sleeper. 

Once your detector is installed—thoroughly acquaint 
your family with its sound (unit can be manually 
activated). Also, it is a good idea to practice using 

alternative exits from your house or mobile home, and to 
establish a definite meeting place outside. 

Persons awakened at the onset of a fire have a good 
chance of escaping. 

Beware of 'Fast-Buck’ Artists 

The current shortage of insulation for new home 
construction and for weatherizing older homes appears to 
be much more serious and widespread than first reports 
indicated. Dealers are unable to schedule shipments of as 
much insulatin as they can sell. 

In some areas of the country it is reported that 
“fast-buck artists” are moving into some segments of the 
home insulation industry, turning out products considered 
very dangerous by authorities. Established manufacturers of 
cellulose insulation recently pointed out that unscrupulous 
operators are being drawn into the business, buying 
relatively cheap equipment to grind up waste newspaper 
and then not treating it thoroughly or not treating it at all 
for fire retardation. 

To be sure, we suggest that you purchase insulating 
materials through local suppliers and installers you know 
and trust even though it may be necessary to wait for their 
services. 
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Co-op Comments 
John A. Root, manager of your 

cooperative, has returned to work 
after being a surgical patient at 
Memorial Medical Center in 
Springfield. 

Mr. and Mrs. David H. Crosnoe 
celebrated their tenth wedding 

anniversary on December 22. Dave is 
systems engineer for your cooperative. 
The Crosnoes reside at route 1, 
Petersburg. 

Orene Haynes and Gerald Lynn 
were united in marriage on November 
25 at the Central Presbyterian Church 

Loan Program 
The key to energy conservation may well lie in a weatherization program for 

your residence. Your cooperative is cooperating with the Farmers Home 
Administration Home Weatherization Program, and eligible homeowners need only 
to deal with the cooperative to secure the service. 

Loans may be made up to $1,500 per family with a maximum repayment 
period of five years. The importance of such a program cannot be overstressed and 
a recent letter from the administrator of the Rural Electrification Administration 
is reprinted below. We thought it appropriate to advise all of our members as to 
the importance of properly insulating their residences. 

at Petersburg. The Lynns are residing 
in Tallula and many of our cooperative 
members join us in congratulating the 
Lynns and expressing best wishes to 
them. Orene is the assistant data 
processing operator for your 
cooperative. 

Dan Patrick of rural Greenview 
became a first-year apprentice lineman 
on December 1. Dan has been the 
stores clerk for your cooperative prior 
to December. 

Jeff Rebbe of rural Petersburg was 
promoted to stores clerk on December 
1. 

Randy Avery of route 2, Petersburg, 
was promoted to third-year apprentice 
lineman on December 16. 

Mr. Alvin R. Davis, President 
Menard Electric Cooperative 
P. O. Box 279 
Petersburg, Illinois 62675 

Dear Mr. Davis: 

I would like to extend my personal congratulations to the board and 
management of the Menard Electric Cooperative for embarking on a program to 
help members weatherize their homes. 

By taking the leadership in conserving energy, rural electric cooperatives 
again demonstrate their worth to the community and to the Nation. We are 
certain that your members will appreciate the concerns of their cooperative and 
its efforts to hold down the cost of electric service. We are also proud of the 
example you are setting within the electric utility industry in fostering this 
important activity. 

We in REA believe that energy conservation is compatible with our goal of 
providing adequate and dependable electric service. In fact, it may enhance our 
efforts in these areas. Home weatherization can be an important first step in the 
establishment of a comprehensive energy conservation program. 

You can count on REA’s continuing support for the cooperative’s efforts to 
help our Nation meet its energy needs. 

Sincerely, 

DAVID A. HAMIL 
Administrator 

Now that the hustle of the 
Christmas season is over and gifts have 
been exchanged, the Christmas tree 
has been taken down, and during the 
early part of January the time has 
come to review the past year and to 
think of ways to make 1978 better for 
all of us, let’s bring to mind that the 
best gifts are not those we buy, 
wrapped in colored paper and adorned 
with tinsel, but those we give from the 
treasures of our hearts and wrapped in 
the intangibles of grace and goodwill: 

TO LITTLE CHILDREN-Smiles of 
encouragement and words of cheer as 
they step, a little bewilderingly, into 
the first experiences of life; 

TO YOUTH-A helping hand in 
their quest for good romance and 
adventure, without which youth 
cannot live; 

TO OLD AGE—Some opportunity 
for dreaming dreams; 

TO LIFE AND THE THINGS OF 
LIFE—Some measure of devotion 
which will enliven the common ways 
and ennoble the common tasks; 

AND TO POSTERITY—The legacy 
of a good name and good work well 
done. 
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Manford White, who recently 
retired as office manager of 
Rural Electric Convenience 
Cooperative, Auburn, earned 
a special place in electric 
cooperative history when he 
completed his 40th year as 
an employee in August. 

When Manford R. White, long-time 
office manager of Rural Electric 

Convenience Cooperative (RECC), 
Auburn, retired last month, it marked 
the end of a career in rural electrifica¬ 
tion longer than that of any other elec¬ 
tric cooperative employee in the state. 

A veteran of over 40 years (he went 
to work for RECC on August 4, 
1937), White began as a bookkeeper 
and later became office manager. He 
started to work the day the first RECC 
lines were energized. 

A native of Pawnee, Illinois, he was 
graduated from Pawnee High School in 
1930 and worked in the Pawnee post 
office and at an automotive wholesale 
house in Springfield for a short time 
before going to work for the coop¬ 
erative. 

“When I started work,” White 
recalls, “Charles Masters, the project 
superintendent, and the late Merle B. 
‘Stormy’ Ray were the only other 
full-time employees working in the 
office. Elizabeth Roncz was a part- 
time office worker, and she came to 
work full time when she graduated 
from high school the following spring. 
Our office was in Divernon then. 

“Ray left after a couple of weeks, 

and R. D. (Bud) Wilson, who had 
worked with the contractor who built 
the system, took his place. He worked 
for the cooperative until he retired a 
few years ago.” 

The cooperative has changed 
considerably since those days, he says. 
In 1937, the cooperative had one 
substation feeding 134 miles of line, 
and there were 395 consumers on that 
line. 

“We had that one substation for a 
long time, until about 1946,” he says, 
“and we were faced with some pretty 
critical voltage situations. Now, we 
have 1,253 miles of line serving 4,550 
consumers.” 

Many prospective members were 
reluctant to sign up because of the 
stiff $5 membership fee, and the $3.25 
monthly minimum frightened some 
prospects, too. There was no meter 
deposit in those days, and the monthly 
minimum paid for 40 kilowatt-hours 
of electricity. Some wondered if they 
would use that much. 

“We were a little surprised,” White 
relates, “because we had a pretty good 
load right from the start. Of course, 
everybody had lights, and many had 
electric ranges and water heaters. Of 

course, the ladies had their washing 
machines, too.” 

Farming was different then than it 
is now, he remarks, and that most 
farms were more diversified. Many had 
a few cows and cream separators were 
a fair part of the load, since many 
farmers sold milk or separated their 
milk and sold the cream. Most farms 
had a couple of hogs, a few chickens 
and a garden, too. In fact, the chicken 
brooder load was a fairly regular thing 
in the spring. People would order baby 
chicks by mail, the mailman would 
deliver them, and they’d take it from 
there with the brooders. 

Now there are fewer farms and they 
are much larger than the farms of the 
1930’s and most are specialized 
operations. 

“People ask me once in a while 
what some of the highlights have 
been,” White says, “and the biggest 
highlight I can think of is the growth 
of the system over the years. In 1937, 
not even the most imaginative person 
would have predicted that the coop¬ 
erative would reach its present size or 
that the monthly kwh consumption 
would ever exceed 1,000 kwh per 

(continued on page 23) 
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The low cost of 
Protecting it saves the 
high cost of Replacing it.. 

Call collect or mail coupon today 

Name  

Address  

Town County  

State Phone  
IR2 
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When you add up all the money you have invested in the 
things you own that make life easier and more enjoyable, 
you’re talking about some sizeable assets. That’s why it 
pays to protect them—and preserve their value—in an 
attractive, weathertight Wickes utility building. These 
beautiful, maintenance-free structures give you all the 
room you need to safely store everything from cars and 
trucks to boats and motorhomes with plenty of space left 
over for the smaller stuff, plus a workshop or hobby area, too 

You can choose from many models and sizes, with color 
exteriors of steel or aluminum—equipped with sliding track 
doors, overhead doors, or both. Check out the low price 
of a Wickes utility building, garage or workshop today. 
It will pay for itself many times over. 

EXTENDED 
PAYMENT PLANS 

AVAILABLE 

See the man in the Red Car 

ILLINOIS 
Galesburg Box 548, (309) 342-3416 
Gilman Box 336, (815) 265-7257 
Mendota Box 9, (815) 539-9325 
Mt. Vernon Box 1142, (618) 756-2347 
Taylorville Box 117, (217) 824-9851 

INDIANA 
Crawfordsville Box 41, 
IOWA 
Dubuque Box 1026, 
WISCONSIN 
Elkhorn Box 127, 

(317) 362-5720 

(319) 556-1663 

(414) 723-5261 

>< Wickes 
_ Buildings 

A Division of The Wickes Corporation 



New Wintertime Disconnect Practice 
The Illinois Commerce Commission has advised the directors of departments 

of public health, township supervisors, and/or county sheriffs throughout Illinois 
that they will be notified when a utility intends to disconnect residential service 
during the months of November through March. 

Although we are not under the direct jurisdiction of the Illinois Commerce 
Commission because we are a cooperative, Menard Electric has voluntarily elected 
to comply with this practice. Public Act 80-95 3, which became a law of 1977, 
requires that electric or gas utilities notify the proper local officials prior to 
disconnecting service when the cutoff is not requested by the customer or 
consumer. 

In compliance with the ICC directive, we will notify a member in writing at 
least eight days prior to a disconnect that the account is in arrears. In addition, 
one of the aforementioned public officials will also be notified of our intention to 
discontinue service to such member. In the counties where there are no directors 
of the department of public health, such as Sangamon County, the supervisor of 
the township in which the member lives, or the sheriff of that county, will receive 
the notification. 

This procedure adds to the cost of providing electric service to all members 
of the cooperative and you can continue to receive uninterrupted electrical service 
by making sure that your energy bills are paid promptly and will eliminate 
notification, collection and/or reconnection charges, in addition to the incon¬ 
venience of being disconnected for nonpayment of your energy account. 

When notification is given to the department of public health, township 
supervisor, and/or the sheriff of the county of residence, service will be 
disconnected not less than 24 hours or more than 48 hours after notification. 

Your cooperation and assistance in paying your energy bill prior to the 
deadline will be greatly appreciated. 

Notice to All 
Buyers of 

Grain Dryers 
If you are planning to purchase and 

install a grain dryer for installation 
during 1978, please notify your coop¬ 
erative prior to July 1, 1978, so that 
we may be able to secure the necessary 
material, do the necessary engineering, 
and construct and/or revamp the 
service necessary to assure you that it 
will be done for the fall drying season. 

Please contact the engineering 
section of your cooperative as soon as 
possible so the necessary planning can 
be done. Only in this way can we 
assure you of having the service avail¬ 
able for you when it is needed. Help us 
to help you. Come in early and discuss 
your plans with us. We would 
appreciate your cooperation in this 
regard. 

Do You Have A Fireplace? 
If you have a fireplace, the chances 

are you burn a lot of wood to help cut 
heating costs. According to some 
information which we have been able 
to gather, the above is not necessarily 
so. Most fireplaces probably remove 
more heat from the house than they 

i troduce. A Schuyler County 
contractor kept track of his heating 
costs in 1977 and found that on days 
when he operated his fireplace his 
heating cost averaged 91 cents higher 
than on days when the fireplace was 
off and the damper closed. 

You can save heat from your fire¬ 
place by installing glass doors in front 

of it. Although it will not radiate as 
much heat into the room when the 
glass doors are closed, you can still 
enjoy looking at the flames. When 
bedtime comes, you can close the 
doors, eliminating possible spark 
problems, and close the damper in the 
lower part of the doors, which will 
shut off most of the heat loss from 
your heating system. Without a glass 
shield, you will have to leave the 
fireplace damper open until morning 
when the fire is completely out. 

To gain the most enjoyment from 
your fireplace, cut or buy wood that 
will give you what you want. Some 

woods will ignite easily, but burn fast 
and have poor heat output. Others, 
such as the heavier hardwoods are slow 
to start, but are long lasting and have a 
very high heat output. 

With good wood, a properly 
engineered and constructed fireplace, 
and with average care, the art of 
burning wood can provide a lot of 
pleasure. So throw another log on the 
fire to keep the hearth aglow and turn 
the lights down low, watch the 
dancing flames and relax—but don’t 
expect your heating bill to be any 
lower. 

20 ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS 



Co-op Comments 
Mrs. Orene Lynn of Tallula 

completed 10 years of employment 
with the cooperative on February 1. 
Mrs. Lynn is the assistant data 
processing operator for your coop¬ 
erative. 

Dorland (Worth) Smith celebrated 
his 20th anniversary as an employee of 
your cooperative on February 17. 
Dorland is the staff assistant to your 
manager and lives in Havana. 

A new three-phase electric 
distribution line was energized on 
January 21 east of Havana, serving 
members living on or near the hospital 
road. We appreciate the cooperation 
which we received from the members 
living in that general area and are 
pleased to be able to provide better 
continuity of service to all in that area. 
Members have experienced better 
voltage and, in addition, the coop¬ 
erative is able to distribute the load on 
three phases, rather than one. 

A new substation will be 
constructed in the Eckard area within 
the next few months. This also will 
improve the service in the Goofy 
Ridge, Buzzville, Havana and Topeka 
areas. 

You Can't 
Control A 

Thermometer 
When old Mother Nature unleases 

her cold winter temperatures, there is 
little one can do but watch the 
mercury plunge. While we can’t 
control the outdoor temperature, we 
can control the temperature inside our 
home by effectively regulating the 
thermostat for comfort and economy. 

If your thermostat is not set at 68 
degrees or lower you are not saving all 
you could be on heating costs, even if 
your home has been properly 
weatherized. Heating costs are 
approximately 3.1 percent higher for 
each additional degree over 68 degrees. 
There is no need to sacrifice winter 
comfort for savings on heating costs. If 
you learn to control your thermostat 
you can still be comfortable at 68 
degrees or lower. 
FEBRUARY 1978 

A new three-phase distribution line 
will soon be energized north and east 
of Middletown and will provide 
improved service to those members in 
that area as well as east of Burtonview. 
We appreciate the cooperation which 
these members have given during the 
construction of this three-phase 
electric distribution line. 

Several miles of three-phase line is 
scheduled for construction and/or 
revamping this summer in order to 
provide improved continuity of service 
to members throughout the general 
service area in the eight counties 
served by your cooperative. In 
addition, a new substation is scheduled 
for construction this spring east of 
Oakford and plans are in the working 
stage for two additional substations in 
1979. 

Meter 
Readings 

During the busy holiday season just 
recently passed, many members forgot 
to enter their meter readings on the 
stub of their energy bill when they 
returned it to the cooperative office 
with their payment. 

This causes an estimated bill to be 
prepared and often creates confusion. 
An estimated bill is then followed by 
an adjusted bill once a meter reading is 
received, and again creates confusion. 

We find in most cases members can 
eliminate receiving an estimated and/ 
or adjusted bill if the meter reading 
would be entered on the stub of the 
bill the date you receive it. 

Please take a minute to read your 
meter on the day you receive your 
monthly energy statement. 

Load Management Survey 
Our thanks to hundreds of you for 

taking time to complete the load 
management survey form, which was 
included in the energy bill which you 
received on or about November 21. 

Our pleasant surprise from this 
survey was that 50 percent of our 
members completed the same and 
returned it to us. To each of you who 
took time to complete the requested 
information, we say, “Thank you very 
much.” 

Twelve prizes consisting of six 
fryettes, three soldering gun kits and 
three electric drills were given to 
twelve members who were selected in 
a drawing conducted at your coop¬ 
erative office. The winners are as 
follows: Charles L. Bennett, Easton; 
Carl Schmidgall, Jr., R. 5, Springfield; 
C. V. Bortell, Sr., R. 1, Easton; Wesley 
Liesman, Mason City; Robert G. 
Bailey, R. 2, Havana; Jerry L. Bell, R. 
1, Topeka; Charles Hardy, R. 8, 
Decatur; W. B. McAllister, R. 5, 
Springfield; George E. Hackney, R. 1, 
Topeka; Donald D. Evans, R. 5, 
Springfield; Charles D. Moore, Niantic; 
and Hannah M. Scott, R. 1, Topeka. 
Congratulations to the above winners 
and, again, our thanks to all who 
participated in the load management 
survey. 

From the survey it appears that 
nearly 30 percent of our consumers 
have central air conditioning in their 
residence, and approximately 50 per¬ 
cent of our members have electric 
ranges, electric water heaters and 
electric clothes dryers. Over 10 per¬ 
cent of our members have electric heat 
with a substantial number anticipating 
installing electric heat during the next 
five years. 

The results of this survey will have 
substantial bearing on the upgrading of 
our electric lines, location of future 
substations, oil circuit reclosers and 
regulator positioning on our existing 
distribution lines. 

In addition, the survey information 
will help us plan in our continual fight 
to hold the escallating cost of electric 
energy. One of the major cost-saving 
contributions each member of the 
cooperative can make is the reduction 
of the peak demand of electricity 
during the heavy-use portions of the 
day. Using appliances and doing the 
laundry at times when the energy 
demand on our system is low would 
be of great assistance. Studies will be 
made using these survey forms in an 
attempt to determine the feasibility of 
controlling the peak hours of electrical 
usage. 
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(continued from page 17) 

copper allocations,” Swanson recalled. 
“We told him what our problem was. 
We told him of the production on the 
farms. We told him we were going to 
use electricity to produce more food,” 
he added. 

“The man told us he thought that if 
the power companies received 
sufficient supplies of copper wire, all 
would be well. I think the man was 
innocent in that belief,” Swanson said. 

The meeting seemed to be for 
nothing. As the group was leaving the 
bureaucrat’s office, Swanson noticed a 
photograph on the wall showing a 
huge copper mine near Salt Lake City, 
Utah. “I knew the manager of that 
mine,” Swanson smiled. “I just turned 
around and told him I knew Garrison. 
He was impressed.” 

“So instead of us going out the 
door, we turned and went back in and 
talked some more. The next day, we 
went by the REA offices and they told 
us, ‘We don’t know what you did 
yesterday, but you did it,’ meaning we 
had convinced the man to allocate 
copper wire to the cooperatives.” 

“We had convinced him that copper 

50 YARDS LACE $1.45 
LACE — LACE — LACE ... 50 yards ot Lace 
In delightful patterns. Edgings, insertions, etc. 
Assorted beautiful designs, colors and widths. 
Pieces at least 10 yards in length — none smaller. 
Marvelous for dresses, pillow cases, etc. Terrific as 
hem facing on new double knit fabrics. Only 51.45 
plus 30c pstg., double order $2.79 plus 50c pstg. 
Satisfaction guaranteed! 

FREE with lace 50 BUTTONS! 
50 New, High Quality Buttons. Assorted colors, sizes 
and shapes. Sent FREE with each lace order. Please 
allow up to 6 weeks for delivery. 
LACE LADY DEPT LN-757 
808 Washington St. Louis. Mo. 63101 

wire was essential to food 
production,” Swanson added. 

Swanson has served three times as 
lllini board president, and was elected 
vice president and secretary-treasurer. 
He was elected to every Farm Bureau 
office, including a term as president in 
1954. 

For nine years, Swanson served as 
vice president of the Illinois Statewide 
Power Cooperative. 

He was an organizer of several 
Champaign County agriculture 
organizations, including the 
Champaign Production Credit 
Association, Soybean Marketing 
Association, Champaign County 
Livestock Association and Champaign 
County Service Company. 

He and his wife, Agnes, live in 
retirement on their Maple Grove farm 
near Ludlow. 

PRICE: We're still giving you the most home 
for your money. Ask our thousands of satis¬ 
fied buyers. You always get the lowest pos¬ 
sible prices from President! 
MATERIALS: President Homes are con¬ 
structed of top quality, nationally known 
materials. You're going to live in your home 
a long time; you need a builder that will 
never compromise on quality — President! 

FINANCING: These days, low prices aren't 
enough — we offer immediate, low-cost 
financing for a home you can own free and 
clear in 1 0 years! 
SERVICE: Your home will be built by experi¬ 
enced craftsmen—home construction special¬ 
ists whoquicklyturnyourplansoroneof ours 
into a quality home you'll be proud to own! 
P.M.F.S. PRESIDENT HOMES MAKES 

THE DIFFERENCE! 

Learn how you can save 
$1,000's on your new home. 
Send for full color catalog 
TO: 
PRESIDENT HOMES, 
4808 N. LILAC DR., 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 
55429 (612)537-3622 
□ l own a lot □ I can get a lot 

NAME  

ADDRESS  

TOWN STATE  
ZIP PHONE  
We would like to be in our new home bv  IL-30 

Write For Your Local Illinois President Homes Representative 

PRESIDENT HOMES 
(CUSTOM BUILT PRE-CUT HOMES ... OUR ONLY BUSINESS I 
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Before you 
buy any garage, 
workshop, or utility building... 

High, 
wide sliding 

doors (11'3" high, 15' wide) 
provide plenty of clearance 

for motorhomes, travel trailers, etc. 

Standard-size overhead door for cars, 
boats, pick-ups, etc. 

HOLD EVERYTH MG 
Our Sportsman is the practical answer to that perennial question “where-am-I-going-to-put-it-all?”. Specially 

designed for people who are tired of trying to store everything they own in a crowded, cramped garage, 

the Sportsman has plenty of room for all the things a family just naturally 

acquires over the years to make life more enjoyable. Plenty of space left 

over, too, for a workshop or hobby area if you want one. Flexible 

door arrangements—endwalls, sidewalls, or both. Why settle for 

a garage, when you can have a Sportsman for little, if any more. 

W Wickes Buildings 
A Division of The Wickes Corporation 

OUR NEW 
SPORTSMAN 

UTILITY BUILDING 

INDIANA Crawfordsville, Box 41 (317) 362-5720 

IOWA Dubuque, Box 1026 (319) 556-1663 

ILLINOIS Galesburg, Box 548 (309) 342-3416 
Gilman, Box 336 (815) 265-7257 
Mendota, Box 9 (815) 539-9325 
Mt. Vernon, Box 1142 (618) 756-2347 WISCONSIN Elkhorn, Box 127 (414) 723-5261 
Tavlorville, Box 117 (217)824-9851 

I Call collect or mail coupon today 

Name  

See the 

man in the Red Car | 

_County_ 

_Phone_ 
IR3 
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How to 

Figure 

Your Cost of 

Convenience 

What's Happening 
to My Electric Bill? 

Since March 8, 1965, John E. Root has been the manager of your 
cooperative. He has been associated with rural electrification for nearly 25 years 

and in this article responds to some of the most 
important questions that have been asked in recent 
weeks by several cooperative members. 

Question: Can we expect electric rates to keep 
on going up and up, or will there be a leveling out? 

Answer: Electric rates from here on will 
probably follow the same trend as the inflationary 
economy. In addition, increases in costs have 
been created by consumer protection advocates 
under the guise of social reform, environmental 
protection, etc. Most recently, the industry and the 
cooperative in particular, have experienced increased 
fuel costs due to the coal strike plus having to generate 

electricity by oil and gas at a substantially higher cost. At the same time, we have had 
to pay for the increased cost of cleaning up the air and water. Taking the above into 
account, our problem has been compounded substantially. 

Question: Are there other ways to generating electricity besides coal and oil? 
Answer: We are interested in all forms of energy. Solar energy is certainly the 

most talked about, but it’s not going to solve our problem or contribute 
substantially except at astronomically high cost. During the next 20 years, we 
anticipate that less than 15 percent of energy used will be of the solar variety. Our 
power supplier, Western Illinois Power Cooperative, has purchased approximately 
10 percent interest in the nuclear generating plant at Clinton, Illinois. We should 
be receiving electricity from that plant in 1981. 

Question: How about writing a letter to my Congressman or Senator about 
the high cost? 

Answer: If you are concerned about having the air perfectly pure, perhaps 
some of the recent actions of Congress are helpful. If you are interested also in the 
cost of electricity, you should write your Congressman and let him know your 
feelings. Congress must understand that the public is willing to pay for some of 
these things but there is a limit to what the people are able to pay for. Let your 
elected officials know you are concerned about the high cost of electricity. 

Electricity is like a hired hand—it 
does jobs as assigned. Just as you incur 
no labor expense until you hire a 
person, so you incur no electricity 
expense until you turn on an electric 
appliance. 

With increased costs for electricity, 
knowing how much it will cost to 
operate an appliance can help you 
decide in advance whether to use it 
and how much to use it. 

The cost of operating an appliance 
depends on three factors: 

1. the wattage of the unit (usually 
found on the serial plate), 

2. the length of time the unit is 
operated, 3. the cost of the electricity 
per kilowatt-hour (kwh). As an 
example: 

wattage x hrs. (or fraction 
, , of hr.) of operation 

1,000 watts 
Refrigeration and freezer operating 

costs will vary due to differing life¬ 
styles. The cost is affected, too, by the 
number of times the doors are open, 
the capacity or size of the unit, and 
the defrosting system. Therefore, it is 
not possible to anticipate what an 
hourly cost would be, other than by 
your using the above formula to make 
the determination. 

Water heaters are among the large 
energy users in any home. Most 
electric water heaters will utilize 400 
to 500 kilowatt-hours per month. It is 
generally accepted that one kwh of 

electricity will heat four gallons of 
water 100 degrees. At an average cost 
of five cents per kwh we would assume 
that it would cost 114 cents per gallon 
of water. To figure the cost of heating 
water for you and your family, 
multiply the number of gallons of hot 

water you use during a given period by 
the average cost per kwh of electricity. 

Electricity is still a good buy, even 
though the cost has escalated during 
recent years. There is no way, for 
instance, to reproduce what electricity 
can do in any cheaper way. 
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Mr. John Diehl 
Mr. John Diehl, of R. R. Greenview, 

a retired employee of your 
cooperative, died at 12:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday, January 31 in Dunnellson, 
Florida. He was 64. Mr. Diehl was 
born May 2, 1913, at Athens, Illinois, 
the son of Henry and Nellie Wood 
Diehl. He was a veteran of World War 
II, an avid fisherman, and for the past 
three years had been spending his 
winters in Florida. 

Surviving are his wife, Margaret; one 
son, Robert of Oregon, Wisconsin; one 

In Memoriam 
daughter, Mrs. Carol Murphy of 
Sparland, Illinois; six sisters; one 
brother, and two grandchildren. 

Mr. Diehl was employed by your 
cooperative on July 14, 1952 and 
served in numerous capacities as 
journeyman lineman and as stores 
clerk in the warehouse. 

Mr. Shirrell Johnson 
Mr. Shirrell Johnson, of Kilbourne, 

died on February 10, 1978, at 
Memorial Medical Center, at the age of 
70. 

Mr. Johnson began working for 

your cooperative on September 1, 
1956, on the right-of-way crew. He 
was promoted to groundman shortly 
thereafter and continued in that 
position until his retirement on 
September 30, 1972. 

Mr. Johnson grew up in the Mason 
County area and is survived by his 
wife, Iretta; four sons, Jack, James, 
John and Jerome, all of Kilbourne; 
three daughters Mrs. Jean Ash of 
Kilbourne, Mrs. Cheaney Boehm of 
San Jose, and Mrs. Dixie Riegel of 
Easton; one brother; a sister; 14 grand¬ 
children, and 11 great-grandchildren. 

Co-op Comments 
As this article was being written, the 

UMW coal strike is still a reality. 
Hopefully, by the time this 
publication reaches your home the 
coal strike will have been settled and 
the coal crisis will be past history. 

An insert was included with the 
energy bills which were mailed on 
February 21, requesting the coop¬ 
eration of all of our cooperative 
members in the wise use of electricity 
and the reduction of waste whenever 
possible. That message is very timely 
each month and will become more so 
during the months of July and August 
when air conditioning is at its highest 
use. 

We have entered the era of energy 
conservation and load management 
and these terms will become more 
understandable and a part of our 
regular vocabulary each month in the 
future as energy bills are received. 

Load management is a method to 
conserve energy by reducing the need 
for larger generating stations, heavier 
transmission lines, and improved dis¬ 
tribution facilities. As an example, the 
use of clothes dryers, clothes washers, 
dishwasher, and other heavy 
appliances users of electricity, if used 
during the periods other than during 
the time of the peak use of electricity, 
would be most helpful in reducing the 
need for larger facilities. Proper 
insulation of homes, new and/or 
existing is another excellent type of 
energy conservation with the result 
being a contribution to load manage¬ 
ment. 

Load management from our point 
of view will not necessarily reduce the 
total energy requirements as far as 
kilowatt-hours are concerned. It will, 
however, assist in reducing the demand 
on the system during a peak loading 
period. Your cooperative’s power is 
purchased on an energy and demand 
basis. Demand charges are based on 
the highest 30-minute demand in a 
billing period of approximately 30 
days. 

Some of the appliances which have 
storage capacities such as an electric 
water heater, are most compatible for 
load control. The operation of air 
conditioning and its ability to be 
staggered on and off with no 
significant reduction in the comfort 
zone is another. During the winter 
time, electric heat might also be 
considered on the same basis. In a 
portion of our service area, an experi¬ 
mental irrigation rate, wherein many 
of the irrigation systems will be off 
two days per week, is another attempt 
at load management. 

There are many methods which can 
be used to control loads, most of 
which would require the purchase and 
installation of hardware equipment to 
control the operation of the various 
electrical devices to be controlled. The 
most economical method of load 
management however, is the coop¬ 
eration of all of the cooperative 
members on a voluntary basis. 

As the cost of all energy continues 
to escalate, the need for load manage¬ 
ment becomes an increasing necessity. 

Voluntary participation and 
cooperation in this matter will allow 
all members of the cooperative to 
share the benefit. It is our hope that 
every member will want to participate 
in a voluntary load management 
program. 

A Place That’s 

Comfortable to Be— 

Is Where 

You’ll Find a Tree 
Tired of those high heating and/or 

cooling bills? Would you like to reduce 
your heating and cooling costs up to 
30 percent? Then consider planting a 
windbreak. Here’s how it works. A 
well-planned windbreak calms the 
wind, decreasing the windchill factor. 

Properly designed and maintained 
windbreaks offer the following 
advantages. 1. Lowers heating costs. 2. 
Reduces soil erosion. 3. Filters out soil 
and material carried by the wind. 4. 
Reduces snow drifting. 5. Protects 
livestock. 6. Provides food and 
protection for birds and upland game. 
7. Reduces noise. 8. Acts as a visual 
screen. 9. Enhances the beauty of your 
home or farm. 

For additional information and 
assistance in planning a windbreak for 
your home or farm, and for 
applications to purchase trees, contact 
the Soil and Water Conservation 
District of your county. They will be 
glad to assist you. 
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High, 
wide sliding 

doors (11'3" high, 15' wide) 
provide plenty of clearance 

for motorhomes, travel trailers, etc. 

Standard-size overhead door for cars, 
boats, pick-ups, etc. 

Before you 
buy any garage, 
workshop, or utility building... 

HOLD EVERYTHING 
Our Sportsman is the practical answer to that perennial question “where-am-I-going-to-put-it-all?”. Specially 

designed for people who are tired of trying to store everything they own in a crowded, cramped garage, 

the Sportsman has plenty of room for all the things a family just naturally Iff} ftjUTkJlf 

acquires over the years to make life more enjoyable. Plenty of space left WW 

over, too, for a workshop or hobby area if you want one. Flexible SPORTSMAN 
door arrangements—endwalls, sidewalls, or both. Why settle for « «Mi«» mtmmM ■■■ 

a garage, when you can have a Sportsman for little, if any more. | 1M I ■ EHJILIJNIIBRSP 

V Wickes Buildings 
A Division of The Wickes Corporation 

I Call collect or mail coupon today 

Name  

INDIANA Crawfordsville. Box 41 (317) 362-5720 

IOWA Dubuque, Box 1026 (319) 556-1663 

ILLINOIS Galesburg. Box 548 (309) 342-3416 
Gilman. Box 336 (815) 265 7257 
Mendota, Box 9 (815) 539-9325 
Mt Vernon, Box 1142 (618)756-2347 WISCONSIN Elkhorn, Box 127 (414)723-5261 
Taylorville, Box 117 (217)824-9851 Seethe 

man in the Red Car | 

County 

Phone 
IR3 



What's Happening To My Electric Bill? 
Evalena Borchert has been an 

employee of your cooperative since 
December 13, 1943, 
and office manager 
for the past 28 
years. This article 
responds to some of 
the more important 
questions asked in 
recent weeks by 
cooperative 

Evalena Borchert members. Perhaps 

the questions are similar to those you 

may have. 

Question: Our energy bills seem 
unduly high. Could our electric meter 
be wrong? 

Answer: Manufacturers of electric 
meters claim that “no other 
commodity is measured as accurately 
as electricity.” Seldom do we find 
meters running fast. Tests performed 
by an independent meter laboratory 
finds that our meters generally are 
99.5 percent accurate. 

Question: Should I read my meter 
the same day each month? 

Answer: Yes you should read the 
meter the same day each month, and 
in so doing you will receive energy 
bills for 30-day periods. Each day 
amounts to about three percent of the 
energy used during the month, so even 
five days’ difference in a meter reading 
can make a difference of approx¬ 
imately 15 percent on your bill. 
Energy bills are mailed to you on or 
about the 20th of each month and it is 
a good practice to read the meter and 
enter the reading on the stub of your 
energy bill the day that you receive it. 

Question: We paid our energy bill 
on the 12th of last month and sub¬ 
mitted a meter reading at that time. 
Yet, we received an estimated bill the 
following month. Why? 

Answer: Electric bills are due and 
payable when presented. Payment 
should be made within ten days. If 
payment is not received within 15 
days after date of the original bill, a 
“last reminder” is sent, for which a 
50-cent charge is made. Meter readings 
received after the 10th of the month 
cannot be used because the billing 
process has already begun for the 
following month. 

Question: The energy bill which I 
received last month was an estimated 
bill. Will you please explain? 

Answer: Either the meter reading 
was received too late to be used in the 
billing cycle, or a meter reading was 
not submitted. If the meter reading is 
received in the following month, you 
will then receive an adjusted bill. 
Should you receive two estimated 
bills, a lineman will be dispatched to 
read the meter and an appropriate 
charge will be made. Substantial 
reduction in the cost of providing 
service could be made if all meter 
readings were submitted promptly. As 
an example, during the first part of 
March, 960 reminders were mailed and 
5 35 accounts required collection, 

under our collection policy. These 
occurred from the billings rendered on 
February 20. On March 20, 747 
energy bills were submitted as 
estimated; 380 bills were rendered as 
adjusted. Issuing adjusted and 
estimated bills adds to the cost of 
providing electric service to all 
members. Again, I encourage you to 
submit meter readings promptly. 

Question: Our electric service was 
disconnected on March 16, why? 

Answer: Last reminders were mailed 
on March 9, indicating that if payment 
had not been received in the office of 
the cooperative by 8 a.m. of the 
collection date shown on the last 
reminder (March 16) an employee 
would be sent to collect the total 
amount of the bill, a $10 collection 
charge and payment of an additional 
security deposit, or disconnect the 
service. When a service is disconnected 
for nonpayment an additional charge 
of $10 will be made for reconnecting 
the service during regular working 
hours. For trips made during overtime 
hours, a fee of $10 will be charged in 
addition to all other charges required 
during the regular working hours. 

It’s Never To Late To Insulate 

Menard Electric Cooperative has an 
agreement with the Farmer’s Home 
Administration (FmHA) wherein any 
eligible cooperative members may 
borrow money for home 
weatherization. Loans of up to 
$15,000 at 8lA percent interest with 
maximum repayment period of five 
years, are available. 

You are eligible if you are a coop¬ 
erative member; earn no more than 
$15,600 adjusted gross family income; 
are in need of such credit, and have 
good credit with your cooperative. 

This program has been explained in 
several issues of the Illinois Rural 
Electric News and if you are 
interested, contact your cooperative 
office about an FmHA home 
weatherization loan. 

Attend Your Annual Meeting-June 17, 1978 
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CO-OP COMMENTS 

James Bearden, rural Greenview, 
completed 20 years of service with 
your cooperative on April 14. Jim is a 
groundman-truck driver working out 
of the Petersburg headquarters. 

David Crosnoe, rural Petersburg, 
will complete five years of employ¬ 
ment with your cooperative on April 
23. David is the systems engineer. 

C. Jeffery Rebbe, also of rural 
Petersburg, resigned his position as 
stores clerk, effective March 15. Our 
best wishes go to Jeff as he enters into 
the farming operation with his father, 
Robert Rebbe, of Route 3, Petersburg. 

CAUTION-UTILITY 
IMPERSONATORS AT WORK 

It has come to our attention that in 
various parts of Illinois individuals 
posing as cooperative employees are 
inquiring as to continuity of service, 
etc., and in so doing they have 
attempted to sell cooperative members 
a device to attach to the meter pole to 
prevent excess electricity coming into 
the house. 

Should you experience a visit such 
as above, please do not hesitate to call 
your cooperative office and make a 
determination as to whether or not the 
caller is an employee of Menard 
Electric. All employees of the coop¬ 
erative carry proper identification and 
are usually driving a well-identified 
cooperative vehicle which is yellow in 
color with the cooperative name on 
the doors. 

This is the time of year that con 
artists make periodic trips throughout 
the countryside. Be on the lookout for 
them. If one calls at your home we 
want to know about it. 

Now is a good time to take 
advantage of late season sales on home 
insulation and weatherization supplies, 
if you have not fully insulated your 
home heretofore. It’s still not too late 
in the heating season to realize some 
savings from a complete insulation job 
and obviously you will reap substantial 
savings during the forthcoming air 
conditioning time of year. 

From time to time our electric 
cooperative members go out of their 
way to offer assistance, or give us 
important information. We say 

“thanks” to all who assist us in this 
way and want you to know that we 
are truly appreciative for your help. 

Quite frequently through this media 
we have requested members who are 
adding new services, upgrading their 
present service, or installing grain 
drying equipment, to please inform us 
at your earliest possible date of your 
plans. Again, we ask for your coop¬ 
eration in this regard. 

As you may well imagine, your 
construction crews have lost several 
weeks this winter due to inclement 

Your Telephone 
There are numerous occasions when 

your cooperative needs to make 
telephone calls to various members. 
Easy access to your phone number 
means we do our work faster and more 
efficiently, meaning better service to 
you. 

Our quick access to your telephone 
number is especially important during 
emergency situations when we may 
need to establish contact with 
you—our purpose being to make a 
quick and accurate determination of 
the status of your electric service. 

Often times in an attempt to reach 
cooperative members, we find that 
they have an unlisted telephone 
number and consequently are unable 

Lightning kills more people in this 
country than tornadoes, hurricanes 
and floods combined. If you are 
caught out in the open during the 
thunderstorm, do not take shelter 
under a tree or other tall object. Avoid 
shelter in small isolated sheds in open 
areas. Seek shelter in a low-lying area 
such as a ravine or valley. Keep away 
from fences, tractors or other metal 
objects. If possible, get into an 
automobile—it’s safer than being in the 
open should lightning strike. 

Windstorms frequently accompany 
thunderstorms. Tornadoes, which 
occasionally accompany thunder¬ 
storms, are the most devastating of all 

weather and are, in fact, running 
several weeks behind schedule. In 
addition, several miles of tie line and 
new three-phase distribution line need 
to be constructed due to — the 
installation of two new substations. 
Our crews will be extremely busy and 
we solicit your cooperation in giving 
us as much lead time as possible in 
providing you with new service or 
revamping of your existing service. 
Your cooperation in this regard will be 
extremely appreciated. 

Number Please 
to place a strategic call which could 
reduce outage time, or a quick assess¬ 
ment of an outage situation through 
such a phone call. 

Should you have an unlisted phone 
number, we would appreciate your 
advising us of your number so that in 
an emergency we would be able to 
phone you. Please be assured that we 
will not abuse this privilege nor will we 
give your telephone number to other 
individuals or agencies. In addition, 
should your phone number be other 
than the number listed in your current 
directory, please advise us of the new 
number, and in so doing help us to 
help you. 

and should be avoided at all cost. 
Select the safest area in your 

home and let all members of your 
family understand the significance of 
the same and see that all are schooled 
in what to do in the case of a tornado 
or high winds which might approach 
your area. 

Torrential rains, which accompany 
thunderstorms, can cause flash 
flooding. Occasionally, this is a hazard 
for central Illinois and adequate 
precautions should be taken. Camping 
near a stream can prove to be very 
hazardous in the event of such a 
storm. 

Severe Weather In Illinois 
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Restoration completed 
(continued from page 7) 

Franklin, in Illinois Rural Electric Co. 
territory. Illinois Rural, a cooperative 
with one of the most widespread 
service areas in the state, was also one 
of the hardest hit. 

“The lines started going down,” 
Campbell relates, “and the tree by the 
driveway fell, breaking the wires 
leading to our house. I started out to 
see about getting a generator, but 
there were poles across the roads and I 
couldn’t get out.” He finally did get 
out, though, and bought a generator. 
Until then, they pumped water from 
an old well, using a hand pump. 

“We didn’t have trouble keeping 
warm,” Campbell said, “because our 
cookstove has four gas burners and 
four wood or coal burners. I just cut 
up the limbs that had broken under 
the ice and burned them. We used coal 
oil lamps for light until we got the 
generator.” 

The Campbells live near the end of 
the line and were without electricity 
for 20 days. 

Scn-fliRator 
<4: KLI* 

Box 205. Mequon. Wl 53092 
or call (414) 242-2630 

For a little down. 
Sure we put up a lot of buildings—more, perhaps, than any other builder around. 

Wfe also put more into them. Careful planning and engineering, quality materials and 
components, expert construction. Wfe also back them better, with a 5-year warranty 
written into your contract. Wfe put a lot in, you get a lot out. 

\bu can get into one of our buildings for very little down, too, with a choice of 
convenient payment plans to fit your budget. \bu can even defer the start of your 
payments for three months, if you like—begin using your building right away, pay for 
it later. Models, plans and sizes for every need. We’d like to build one for you. 

W Wickes Buildings 
A Division of The Wickes Corporation 

See the man 
in the Red Car 

ILLINOIS Galesburg. Box 548 (309) 342-3416 
Gilman. Box 336 (815) 265-7257 
Mendota, Box 9 (815) 539-9325 
Mt. Vernon. Box 1142 (618) 756-2347 
Taylorville, Box 117 (217) 824^9851 

IOWA Dubuque. Box 1026 (319) 556-1663 

INDIANA Crawfordsville. Box 41 (317) 362-5720 

WISCONSIN Elkhorn. Box 127 (414) 723-5261 

Call collect or mail coupon today 

Name  

Address  

Town  

County, 

State_ Phone. 
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Ice Storm Damage 
While your cooperative is still trying 

to assess total damage caused to your 
system from the Easter weekend ice 
storm which hit our area on Good 
Friday, estimates currently are up¬ 
ward of $3.5-million. Other central 
Illinois cooperatives and utilities were 
also heavily damaged. Electric 
cooperatives across the midpart of 
Illinois have experienced upward of 

New Employee 

Margaret Suzanne Freeland 

Margaret Suzanne Freeland, of 
Petersburg, was employed by your 
cooperative April 10 and is being 
trained as a key punch operator in the 
Data Processing Department. Prior to 
her employment with your coop¬ 
erative, she was employed as a cashier 
by Famous-Barr in Springfield. 
Margaret is a graduate of Porta High 
School in the class of 1977; was born 
in Dayton, Ohio, and lived in 
California for several years, prior to 
her family moving to Petersburg. 

Her hobbies include swimming, 
reading and hiking. 

We welcome Margaret to the 
Menard Electric Cooperative family. 

$20,000,000 in damages, and CIPS, 
CILCO, City Water Light and Power of 
Springfield and Illinois Power estimate 
damages in excess of $30,000,000. 

Many members of your cooperative 
no doubt do not realize the severity of 
the damage caused from the heavy 
accumulation of ice on the cooperative 
facilities. Those who lived in the path 
of the storm, however, understand 
fully the nature and extent of the 
damage caused. Veteran cooperative 
employees from throughout the 
Midwest expressed themselves 
numerous times that they could not 
believe the damage caused, nor in their 
lifetime had they ever seen a storm of 
such intensity. 

We appreciate sincerely the coop¬ 
eration, concern, and assistance which 
many of our members exercised as your 
employees attempted to restore 
electrical service. 

Accolades continue to be received 
in the cooperative office from 
members expressing their concern and 
thanks to the cooperative employees 
and outside crews who labored long, 
laborious hours in rebuilding many 
miles of electric distribution line. 

Our thanks again to the many 
members who assisted us in clearing 
roads, digging up scrap materials, 

Insulate now! 

HOLD FUEL COSTS DOWN 

furnishing tractors, Caterpillars, and 
trucks to pull our equipment through 
the fields and highways, and who gave 
words of encouragement, hot coffee, 
etc. to over 180 men who were 
struggling to restore service as quickly 
as possible. 

We understand the frustrations of 
our members who were without power 
for periods up to 15 days and 
appreciate their cooperativeness in 
assisting us in any way that they 
possibly could. 

Again, our thanks to all who 
assisted the cooperative in any way. 
We sincerely hope that none of us, 
during the balance of our lifetime, 
experience such a disastrous ice storm 
again. 
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CO-OP COMMENTS 
Hopefully, the winter of 1977-7& is 

a matter of history. Beginning in 
November of 1977, this past winter 
produced near continuous 
temperatures from five to 10 degrees 
below normal, for more than 100 
days. This resulted in the lowest 
winter average for December through 
February since most state temperature 
records begin more than 100 years 
ago. 

According to the Springfield 
Weather Bureau, degree days from 
November of 1977 through March of 
1978 totaled 5,670. In comparison 
during the winter of 1976-77 degree 
days were 5,379, compared to the 
normal 30 year average of 4,712 

degree days. 
Leading up to the disastrous Easter 

weekend ice storm, the winter which 
we have just experienced has officially 
been declared the worst in history by 
weather scientists in the Illinois State 
Water Survey Agency. Another 
descriptive phrase might well be 
“monstrously” severe, and no doubt 
has been the worst winter since early 
settlers came to Illinois and began 
keeping records soon after 1800. Even 
the winter of 1830-31 was exceeded 
this past year. 

* * * 

Bradley L. Hyland, staking engineer 
for your cooperative, resigned his 
position effective April 30. Brad has 

accepted employment with the 
Hoosier Energy, Inc., a generation and 
transmission cooperative at 
Bloomington, Indiana. 

WANTED 
. . .any members of the cooperative 

who have taken pictures of the most 
recent ice storm and would like to 
share them with the cooperative, 
please contact the Member Services 
Department of your cooperative at 
your convenience. We have interest 
particularly in pictures reflecting 
downed utility poles and lines and also 
any that show the ice accumulation on 
the electric lines. 

Use Cooling Wisely 
for Greater Savings 

Air conditioning should not cost 
you much if you use it properly for 
maximum savings. This means 
operating your air conditioning unit or 
central system as efficiently as you 

can. 
Following these tips should lower 

the costs of operating your air 
conditioning equipment. 

Insulate fully for greater comfort 
and savings. Walls, floors and ceiling 
should be adequately insulated. Your 
insulation dealer or power distribution 
specialist can tell you how much 
insulation you need. 

Shade your house from direct sun¬ 
light. Shade trees on the sunny side of 
the house are ideal, but awnings offer 
good protection, too. During the day, 
close drapes on the side of the house 
exposed to the sun. 

If you are installing a cooling 
system be sure that is it sized properly. 
A system too large or too small will be 
inefficient. 

Reduce the heat gain from your 
attic. A fan for attic ventilation can 

reduce the temperature inside the attic 
considerably. 

Keep doors and windows closed 
when running your cooling system. 
Leave storm windows and doors in 
place all year long. 

Turn off lights not in use and use 
your range only when necessary. These 
electric conveniences add heat to the 
air you are trying to keep cool. 

Set the thermostat at the highest 
comfortable temperature and leave it. 
If you are going away for more than a 
day, set the thermostat even higher 
and leave the fan on automatic. Set 
back to normal on returning. 

Keep your system clean. Change or 
clean filters regularly. Remove any 
obstructions from return air grills on 
central systems. The area around the 
outside section of your heat pump or 
air conditioner should also be kept 
clear. 

If you are purchasing a room air 
conditioner, look for a unit that has a 
high energy efficiency and should lead 
to lower operating costs. 

Following these tips on efficient use 
of your air conditioning should help 
you save money on operating costs at 
no sacrifice to your comfort. 

In Memoriam 
Charles T. McLaughlin, of R. R. 2, 

Petersburg, and husband of our 
employee, Evelyn McLaughlin, died at 
Memorial Medical Center in 
Springfield on April 25, at the age of 
51 years. 

Mr. McLaughlin was a former 
employee of Fiat-Allis at Springfield 
and had been on the disabled list for a 
number of years. He is a native of the 
Petersburg area and lived his entire life 
in Menard County. 

He is survived by his wife, Evelyn, 
one son, Michael, of Petersburg, three 
daughters, Debra Taapkin, Danville; 
Diane Woods, Greenview; Lorna 
Hinds, Tallula; four grandchildren, 
three brothers and two sisters. 
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Power supply, increasing 
costs are primary 
cooperative concerns 

Availability of electric power and 
• the many factors which increase 

its cost for the consumer were the 
main concerns expressed by 
representatives of Illinois electric 
cooperatives during recent public 
hearings conducted to help 
cooperatives across the country 
continue to meet the growing power 
requirements of their members. 

Reporting before the Power Supply 
Study Committee of the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association 
(NRECA) and the National Rural 
Utilities Cooperative Finance 
Corporation (CFC) in public hearings 
during April in Atlanta were Donald 
B. Bringman, Executive Vice President 
and General Manager of Western 
Illinois Power Cooperative (WIPCO), 
Jacksonville; Roger C. Lentz, General 
Manager of Southeastern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative, Eldorado, and 
Secretary-Treasurer of Southern 
Illinois Power Cooperative, Marion; 
Walter R. Smith, Executive Vice 
President and General Manager, Illini 

Electric Cooperative of Champaign 
and President of Soyland Power Coop¬ 
erative, Decatur, and James H. 
Eddleman of the Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives, Spring- 
field. Dennis L. Tachick, Manager, 
Eastern Illinois Power Cooperative, 
Paxton, attended the committee’s 
hearing in Minneapolis. Atlanta and 
Minneapolis were among six cities in 
which the hearings were conducted. 

Statements presented revealed 
the many common problems shared by 
electric utilities throughout the nation, 
whether they be investor-owned public 
utilities, municipal electric systems, 
public power districts or agencies or 
electric cooperatives. Increases in the 
cost of fuel to generate electricity and 
inflationary construction costs are felt 

by every electric utility and their 
consumers, regardless of their orga¬ 
nizational structure. The most recent 
and costly contributor has been the 

myriad of federal and state environ¬ 
mental laws and regulations. 

Bringman’s presentation called the 
committee’s attention to problems 
related to environmental constraints. 

He said, “For an entirely too long 
period of time, power systems have 
been in the impossible situation of 
constructing new facilities and retro¬ 
fitting existing ones without sufficient 
knowledge of the environmental 
requirements which would be imposed 
on such facilities. This has led, and will 
lead, to the construction of certain 
facilities that are unnecessary, obsolete 
at an early date or incompatible with 
current and future technology.” 

Bringman urged that the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA), Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC) and all other 
related regulatory agencies be pressed 

Federal agencies urged 
to develop definitive 
rules, regulations, 
forecasts and proposals. 

for definitive rules, regulations, fore¬ 
casts and proposals so that concrete 
conclusions and recommendations can 
be made to power supply systems in 
the area of environmentally stable 
construction and operation. 

WIPCO is acquiring a 9.5-percent 
ownership in the Illinois Power 
Company (IP) nuclear power station 
near Clinton. 

Lentz called for the federal govern¬ 

ment to adopt the NRECA policy 
relating to a national power grid 
system. He said energy legislation 
before Congress touches on the 

NOW HAVE THE SLIMMER TRIMMER FIGURE 
YOU WANT-INSTANTLY! 

• NO DIETING 

. NO EXERCISING 

• LOOK SUMMER ^ 
IMMEDIATELY! ■ 

AMERICAN CONSUMER, Dept. WSL-30 
Caroline Road, Philadelphia, PA 19176 
Yes! Please send me the INSTANT FIGURE FIRMER ordered 
below at only $7.98 each, plus 75t per FIRMER to cover 
postage & handling! 
SAVE: Order 2 INSTANT FIGURE FIRMERS for only $14.98 
plus $1.25 postage & handling. 

 (#001) Extra Small 

Now forget about torturous dieting . . . for¬ 
get about time-consuming exercises that 
leave you tired and dragged out! AT LAST, 
there's an EASY WAY to deflate that "spare 
tire”, flatten those tummy rolls . . . give 
yourself the sleek DREAM-FIGURE you never 
thought you could have! 
INSTANT FIGURE FIRMER wraps around you 
like a "living girdle" — from just under the 
bustline to the hips! Not heavy elastic or 
sweaty rubber, but a featherlight, soft-as-a- 
cloud blend of nylon and spandex that's com¬ 
pletely washable! And because it's porous, it 
b-r-e-a-t-h-e-s with you for utmost comfort! 
No snaps, bulges, lumps to show through 
tight shirts, jeans or body clinging fabrics! 
So comfortable, you hardly know it's on! So 
sheer, no one can ever tell you're wearing it! 
Hurry! A slimmer, trimmer figure is only 
days away! Order INSTANT FIGURE FIRMER 
today (available for men and women in 5 
different sizes — one to fit you PERFECTLY). 
And save on extras! If not delighted, return 
within 14 days and your money will be re¬ 
funded in full (except postage and handling). 
MAIL COUPON NOW! 
© 1978 American Consumer, Inc , Caroline Rd , Phlla., PA 19176 

......MAIL NO-RISK COUPON TODAY« 
If I'm not absolutely delighted with my new, instant con¬ 
toured figure, I may return my order within 14 days for 
refund (except postage & handling). Check or money order, 
no CODs please. 
CHARGE IT: (check one) Exp. Date  
□ BankAmericard/Visa □ American Express 
□ Master Charge Bank Number  

(24"-28''Waist) Credit Card#. 
 (#019) Small (30"-34" Waist) 
  (#027) Medium (36''-40" Waist) 
 (#035) Large (42''-46" Waist) 
 (#043) Extra Large (48,,-52" Waist) 
Canadian Customers please send orders to: Mail Store Ltd., Dept. WSL, 312 Rexdale Blvd., Toronto, Ontario M9W 1R6 
5634 (Ontario & Quebec residents add sales tax) 

City State Zip 
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As an American Cellulose Contractor 

Thermal Seal: The Energy Saver 

Homeowners are re-insulating their 
homes in record numbers! With a very 
small investment you can become an 
American Cellulose Contractor. We offer 
you a complete training program: 
Factory representatives will train you in 
the use of our equipment and methods 
of successful insulation contracting. We 

'offer quality insulating material and the 
finest equipment, the AMC Model 100 
applicator. 

Send The Coupon Today 
For Details on Becoming an 

American Cellulose Contractor 

To: American Cellulose Mfg., Inc. 
Rt. 1, Box 162, IVlinonk, IL. 61760 

Ph. (309) 432-2507 

Name  

Add ress   

City State  

Zip Phone  

or 
from the bottom 

• Prevents fish kills 

• Eliminates off odors 

• Adds life giving oxygen 

• Attracts ducks to open water 

• Burns up pollutants which grow algae 
permitting fish life to flourish 

• Easy to install—comes complete- 
plugs into house current 

• Can be installed through ice 

For further details write 

Sen-niRabor 
Ki: hi;!* 

Box 205. Mequon.WI 53092 
or call (414) 242-2630 

HEARING AIDS 
ALL TYPES BY MAIL. 
FREE HOME TRIALS 
HUGE SAVINGS. TRY 
BEFORE YOU BUY! 
“write today—Dept. 0000” 

RHODES — Brookport, ILL. 62910 

lOOOJ'L LABELS 75$ 
FREE LOVELY GIFT BOX 

1000 Gold Stripe, 2 Color, 
gummed, padded Labels, 
printed with ANY name, 
address & Zip Code, 75® 
♦ 10® pstg & hdlg , or 85® 
in all dr, 3 sets, all the same 
or each set different, only 
$2 40ppd. Fund raisers write 
tor quantity prices 

Money Back Guarantee FREE GIFT BOX1 Pis allow up 
to 6 wks tor delivery 

LABEL CENTER Dept.L-788 
806 Wishlngton St. Louis. Mo. S3I0I 

FACTORY SPECIAL 

^ $299-95 i 

Compare at 4 

JT $499.95 
And Save $ $ $ 4 

New 
1978 
models 
One full 
year warranty 

26" Mower Oeck 

THE CONTINENTAL! 
MARK VII 

MANUFACTURER TO YOU 
Over 3,000 Big, Powerful 7 H.P. Briggs & Stratton ^ 

\ Mark VII Riders,featuringa bigger cut. Fully assembled A 
in crates, delivered free. Dozier blade & grass catcher ^ 

^ available. We are not a Mfg. Sales Co. selling other A 
Co's, products, we are the manufacturer. Order now ^ 
or send for free brochure while they last! Write . . . . A 

CONTINENTAL MFG. DEPT. IRE 
3205 E. Abrams St.-Arlington, Tx 76010 

Phone: 817 640-1198 

STOPS YOUR 
ROOF LEAK 
In Just 5 Minutes! 

It’s pouring rain and your warm, dry home 
is invaded by a slow drip, drip, drip of water 
leaking through your roof. You call your 
local roofer and are shocked to learn how 
much roofing repairs cost these days. 

While you wait for the next rain to come, 
the wife is worried about the new sofa being 
ruined from the down pour of rain water 
. . . from your leaky roof . . . 

But, now at last, the new and truly revolu¬ 
tionary U.S. Polycoat Roof Coating! Imag¬ 
ine! A coating so efficient, so unique, that it 
waterproofs and protects your roof from 
rains or snow all year long. U.S. POLYCOAT 
can be brushed or rolled on over almost any 
surface and dries to a rubber sheet-like film 
in minutes — no heating—no mixing—use 
straight from the can. U.S. Polycoat adheres 
to asphalt shingles, rolled roofing, wood, 
brick, plywood, cement, tar, aluminum, 
metal, asbestos, insulation board and even urethane foam. U.S. Polycoat 
comes in seven colors to match your roof. 

U.S. Polycoat protects driveways, sidewalks, patios, mobile homes 
and parking areas, too. But, if your roof is leaking send for U.S. 
Polycoat today. You’ll have a worry-free waterproof roof that will last 
for years and years. Waterproof with U.S. Polycoat before you insulate! 

U.S. POLYCOAT, INC., 7316 N. Monticello • Skokie, Illinois 60076 • (312) 675-3666 
 MAIL TODAY  

U.S. POLYCOAT INC. Dept. IR 68 
7316 N. Monticello • Skokie, Illinois 60076 

Gentlemen: Please rush me ^.gallons of U.S. Polycoat. 
□ 1 Gal.-$12.95 □ 2 Gal. - $24.90 □ 5 Gal. Bucket - $59.75 Include $1.50 Per Gallon 
for Postage and Handling. Enclosed is 
□ Check □ Money Order for total of $  
□ Charge my order to: Q VISA/BankAmericard □ Master Charge- 
Color: □ Clear □ Silver □ Black □ White □ Green □ Red □ Brown 
One gallon covers approx. 50 to 100 square feet. Two gallons covers approx. 100 to 200 
square feet. Five gallons cover approx. 250 to 500 square feet. Coverage depends on 
type of surface. 

Print Name 

Address 

City State Zip 
DEALER AND APPLICATORS INQUIRIES INVITED • (312) 675-3666 r 1978, U.S. Roiycoat 

5 
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The Energy Crisis Is a Reality! 

A child born in the Unites States 
today will consume 175 tons of coal, 
2,000 barrels of oil, and 7.5 million 
cubic feet of natural gas in his lifetime. 
The average American uses the 
equivalent of 13.6 pounds of coal daily. 
For this reason, while the United 
States has only six percent of the 
world’s population, it consumes 35 
percent of the world’s production of 
energy, and half of what is consumed 
is wasted. 

If all the nations in the world were 
consuming oil at the rate America 
does, experts estimate the supply of 
world oil would be exhausted in the 
next 15 years. Present trends indicate, 
however, that the world oil supply will 
be consumed in 40 years. The known 
oil reserves in the United States have 
been estimated to last for another 11 
to 15 years, while natural gas supplies 
are given 12 to 30 years before being 
depleted. In 1976, the United States 
imported 50 percent of the oil it 
consumed. In 1977, the United States 
again imported nearly half of its oil, 
buying chiefly from Saudi Arabia. The 
new head of the Federal Energy 
Administration, John O’Leary, has 
stated that the United States will feel 
the energy crunch by the early 1980’s 
unless an all-out conservation effort is 
started. 

Everyone has heard these figures 
before, but even while the world fuel 
supply lasts, the United States has an 
energy crisis—and an economic crisis. 
Because of a decreasing domestic 
supply of fuel, the United States is 
spending more and more money to 
buy imported fuel. However, the 
United States is not bringing in extra 
money by increasing exports. 
Consequently, a decreasing amount of 

By Susan Althoff 

Susan Althoff 

American money is being spent on 
products necessary to maintain the 
present standard of living. This 
eventually will force the standard of 
living of all Americans to decrease. 
Dependence on foreign oil also makes 
the Americans to decrease. 
Dependence on foreign oil also makes 
the American economy dependent on 
foreign powers. This dependence gives 
the economy a fragile balance which 
could be upset by embargoes or other 
foreign political manuevers. 

In order to remain independent, the 
United States must not depend on 
foreign countries. Some ways of 
lessening dependence on foreign fuels 
are by exploration and searching for 
new reservoirs of fuel, by increasing 
the recovery rate of fuel from known 
wells, and by offshore drilling, if 
environmentalists will allow it. New 
technology and research could explore 
possibilities of getting oil from 
petroleum residues. Technology can be 

used to find new ways of making coal 
an environmentally safe substitute for 
oil to produce electricity. 

Technology is being developed to 
find alternate, long-term solutions to 
the energy problem. Some alternate 
suggestions of energy sources are: 1. 
coal, which presently causes 
environmental problems; 2. solar 
energy, which is inexhaustible, but not 
economical yet; 3. nuclear fission, 
which is based on uranium fission and 
is controversial in regard to the 
fast-breeder nuclear reactor; 4. nuclear 
fusion, which is currently only in 
laboratory stages-, 5. wind energy, 
which is produced by giant wind 
turbines; and, 6. geothermal energy, 
which is produced by the heat of the 
earth. 

National Energy Secretary James 
Schlesinger is organizing some of the 
ideas on alternate sources of energy in 
the “National Energy Plan 2,” which 
will be presented to Congress if the 
current energy bill dies in Congress. 
The current energy bill is floundering 
because of a “hot” item contained in 
the bill—deregulation of natural gas 
prices. Many experts believe that 
deregulation of natural gas prices 
would give gas producers the incentive 
to explore new areas in energy 
production, and at the same time limit 
the rate of gas consumption by 
consumers. Other experts, however, 
prefer to regulate gas prices and search 
for alternate fuels while encouraging 
conservation practices. 

Legislation of an energy bill will 
take time, and the United States is 
running out of time. Americans must 
commit themselves now to finding a 
solution to the very real problem of 
energy! 
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We’re Counting on You, America 

All Americans know there is a 
definite energy shortage. Who could 
fail to notice with gasoline 63 cents a 
gallon and most thermostats set at 66 
degrees? 

Everyone is aware of the crisis, but 
just being aware of it is not enough. 
We must start now, developing new 
alternatives to our nearly exhausted oil 
supply. Americans have somehow in 
the past always been able to get 
ourselves out of a bind. 

One of our forefathers’ first crises 
centered around food. The depleted 
the once-plentiful game supply, 
through their greed and slaughter. 
From this near-disaster, they 
revolutionized American agriculture. 

When Rome ran short of slave 
power, they utilized the water as a 
source of energy. Their spectacular 
system of aqueducts led to more 
discoveries. Windmills were found to 
be a supply of power. Wood-fired 
machines came into being. When a 
shortage of wood brought a scare to 
the people, they thought they were 
doomed. But once again people 
worked on their problem and 
discovered an alternative. Just as our 
ancestors were forces in times of crisis 
to invent new ways and find new 

By Sharilyn Musch 

Sharilyn Musch 

materials, so can we. 
However, there is one obstacle in 

our dilemma today. The early 
Americans and Romans took as long as 
60 years to completely master their 
problems. Because we have reached 
the peak so quickly of being in short 
supply, we have far less than 60 years. 
The United States has only a decade or 
two to accomplish the job. With our 
day of computers, supersonic jets, and 
bionics, Americans seem to be able to 

Finalists in the "Youth to Washington" Essay Contest were: Front row from left: 
Patty Burton, Chandlerville High School; Anglia Fay Snyder, Chandlerville High 
School; Susan Moss, Athens High School; Stephen Lock man, Routt High School. 
Back row: Abby Wieland, Niantic-Harristown High School; Susan Althoff, Routt 
High School; Diane Jones, Porta High School and Sharilyn Musch, Forman High 
School. 

achieve anything. 
There are many choices as an 

alternative to oil. Solar energy (using 
the sun’s rays), using a type of 
windmill to capture the force of the 
wind, nuclear power which is based on 
fission, and even tapping the bubbling 
hot water springs—all facets must be 
considered. Never again should 
Americans lie back and become 
dependent on just one source. We 
must continually seek new ideas now 
instead of waiting until the last 
minute. 

In the meantime Americans must do 
everything possible to conserve what 
oil we have. For many this means 
giving up luxury cars, turning off 
unneeded lights, and riding in car 
pools to work. 

A recent example of America’s total 
dependence on electricity was the ice 
storm which struck Illinois on March 
24 (Easter weekend). The ice coated 
power lines causing many of them to 
snap in two from the weight. 
Illinoisans found themselves in 
complete darkness. Some were even 
without telephone service and running 
water. They were forced either to sit 
in darkness or rummage in the attic for 
candles and kerosene lanterns. Still 
others started fires in the nearly 
forgotten woodstoves or maybe 
hand-cranked the furnace. The energy 
blackout forced us to think and invent 
different ways of doing. Some people 
were able to reason out and find a way 
to keep warm; others were totally 
unprepared. 

If this blackout which lasted in 
most places two or three days caused 
us to be in panic, and 22 counties to 
be declared a state of disaster, what 
would we do if tomorrow our energy 
came to a standstill, and we were told 
we had used every last drop of oil? 

In the past, necessity has proven to 
be the mother of invention, but this 
time we cannot wait for necessity. We 
cannot ignore the problem until one 
day we have a disaster on our hands 
and then start to look into 
alternatives. We must start now, 
exploring every possibility. 

It is our move, America! 
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‘Youth Day’ 
attracts 185 

The record number of young people who participated 

in this year's "Illinois Rural Electric Youth Day" 

April 26 visited, among several sites, the Lincoln 

Home (right) where a long line of high school 
students representing Illinois electric cooperatives 

waited for guided tours, and the Governor's Mansion 

(below), where they toured the State Dining Room, 

which featured chandeliers and candelabra made of 

rare Waterford glass. 



...
. 

we've 
got ■ 
yowH 

BuHding 

...utility buildings, garages, workshops, horse barns, 
shelters, farm buildings of all kinds, commercial buildings, 

too. We have them all. More models, plans and sizes, more 
custom options, more bright new colors than any builder in the 

business. We’ll also provide free professional planning services 
to make sure you get exactly what you want, and back it with 

a 5-year written warranty on all workmanship and materials. 
Take your time paying for it with a choice of convenient 
credit plans, too, including long term financing. If you 

need a new building, come and get it at low 
Wickes Buildings-to-you prices. 

Illinois 
Galesburg, Box 548 
Gilman, Box 336 
Mendota, Box 9 
Mt. Vernon, Box 1142 
faylorville. Box 117 

(309) 342-3416 
(815) 265-7257 
(815) 539-9325 
(618) 756-2347 
(217) 824-9851 

Indiana 
Crawfordsville, Box 41 (317) 362-5720 
Iowa 
Dubuque, Box 1026 (319) 556-1663 
Wisconsin 
Elkhorn, Box 127 (414) 723-5261 

J 

Name  

Address 

Town  

State  

County _ 

Tel:  
I L-7 



in the photo at right, Edwin Hoerbert 

of Greenview, left, receives his "Early 

Bird" attendance award from Howard 

Montgomery, vice president. Reelected 

members of the board of directors are 

pictured below. They are, from left: 

Alvin R. Davis of Beardstown, Robert 

F. Zook of Athens, and James G. 

Graff of Middletown. 

f 
/ 
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At 41st Annual Meeting 

Manager scores bureaucratic costs 
Members of Menard Electric 

Cooperative met June 17 at the 
Menard County Fairgrounds and heard 
manager John Root discuss the many 
factors involved in the rising cost of 
providing electricity to consumers. 

“The cost of electricity has 
advanced steadily throughout the year, 
and the wholesale cost of electricity 
we buy to deliver to you has increased 
by 78.8 percent over the past two 
years. This, of course, is reflected 
directly in your bills,” he said. 

Menard Electric serves some 7,852 
consumers on 2,400 miles of line, Root 
added, noting that the cooperative has 
an average plant investment of $1,269 
for each member served, and that each 
average member uses 1,004 
kilowatt-hours of electricity a month. 
The average monthly electric bill 
amounted to about $53.00 per 
member. There were 429 new services 
connected during the year. 

Root recapped the year for his 
audience, characterizing it as “Even 
more interesting than 1977.” 

“We faced many difficult problems 
this past year, such as higher prices 
from the power companies, the coal 
strike, more regulations from the 
Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA), and the Easter weekend ice 
storm damage amounted to about $3 
million. To compound matters, the 
boiler blew up at the Western Illinois 

Power Cooperative (WIPCO) 
generating plant during the coal strike, 
robbing us on one of our sources of 
inexpensive power.” WIPCO generates 
some of the electricity used by Menard 
and six other distribution 
cooperatives. 

“Much of the blame for higher 
electric rates can be attributed to the 
EPA and other bureaucratic 
organizations that have been given 
broad powers over the years. They 
have caused billions of dollars to be 
spent needlessly on power plants and 
other facilities,” he added. 

“We have been telling you at 
previous annual meetings that these 
costs would eventually show up in 
your electric bills, and they have. They 
will continue, and they will increase, 
until the American people say, T will 
pay no more.’ I’m all for clean water 
and clean air,” Root continued, “and 
so is everybody else. But the question 
is how clean? And how much can we 
afford to pay for them?” 

Donald B. Bringman, manager of 
WIPCO, told the membership that 
environmental restrictions and 
bureaucratic red tape adds 
tremendously to the cost of electricity 
and that expensive antipollution 
hardware is unreliable and uses much 
of the electricity the plant generates. 
“This is true not just for our plant,” 
he emphasized, “but for all electric 

generation plants, and it adds to the 
cost of electricity for everybody.” 

Hickory Hurie, treasurer, reported 
that the cooperative had a total plant 
value of $9,628,916, of which 
$2,415,684 in equity belonged to the 
membership. 

“For the first time, our total 
revenues for the year have just topped 
$5-million, $4.9-million of which was 
from direct sales of electric energy. We 
paid out $286,347 in taxes last year,” 
he said. The cooperative paid a total of 
$25,958 in property taxes to the eight 
counties in which the cooperative 
serves its members. 

The membership reelected three 
area men to the board of directors 
during the business meeting. Reelected 
were: Alvin R. Davis, Beardstown; 
James G. Graff, Middletown, and 
Robert F. Zook, Athens. Acting on a 
motion from the floor, the members 
voted to set up a committee to work 
with the board of directors to study 
the reasons for increasing electric bills, 
and to recommend possible solutions 
to the problem. 

Following the regular meeting, the 
board met to reorganize and reelected 
Davis .president, Howard W. 
Montgomery of Petersburg, vice 
president, Meredith L. Worner of 
Manito, secretary, and Hurie, 
treasurer. 

A fter the business meeting, the board 
of directors met to reorganize for the 
coming year and reelected last year's 
officers to the same posts they had 
held. Expressing mutual 
congratulations are, from left: Alvin 
R. Davis of Beardstown, president; 
Howard W. Montgomery of 
Petersburg, vice president; Meredith L. 
Worner of Manito, secretary; and 
Hickory H. Hurie of Tallula, treasurer. 
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Business is the berries 
The wiry, suntanned man strolls 

through the strawberry patch, 
puffing on a pipe and visiting with the 
pickers. “How’re you doin?” he asks 
one, who turns a slightly sunburned 
face up to reply. “Not too bad, not 
too good. This isn’t a good year for 
berries, like last year was. It’s a little 
spotty, but we’re gettin’ some good 
ones anyway.” 

Lloyd Sanders, the pipe smoker, 
indicates a row that is liberally 
peppered with ripe berries. “Try over 
here,” he suggests, “it looks real 
good.” 

Sanders and his wife operate a small 

pic k-them-y ourself strawberry farm 
northwest of Berryville, in Norris 
Electric Cooperative’s territory. The 
picker, in this instance, was Steve 
Rudolphi, who, along with his mother, 
Helen, and sisters Ann and Mary Sue, 
had driven some 25 miles to pick 
berries. They live near Olney, and are 
but one of many families who drive 
miles to pick berries at the farm. Many 
come from Indiana and much of 
southern Illinois, Sanders remarks. At 
times, there have been upwards of 800 
people picking. 

Sanders got into the strawberry 
business somewhat by accident. For 

several years, he farmed and worked 
for the Richland County schools, then 
he had to retire for health reasons. 
Since they had a strawberry garden for 
their own use and it was a good 
producer, it seemed logical to expand 
the patch into a commercial venture, 
with the consumer doing the work at 
harvest time. 

Still, the Sanderses do plenty of 
work on the five acres now planted. It 
takes about ten months of work a year 
to keep the patch in good condition 
and the farm is, again, almost a 
full-time job. Sanders straws the plants 
in the fall, removes some of the straw 
in the spring, and spends some of his 
time resetting plants. 

“I use gray geese to keep the weeds 
out of the berry plants,” Sanders say, 
“and a good goose will do as much 
work as two people. I take the geese 
out of the patch early in the spring, 
before the berries set on the plants. I 
don’t use any chemical sprays or 
anything like that to control the 
weeds.” (Earlier in the spring, Leroy 
Wakefield of Norris Electric 
Cooperative had a chance to see the 
geese in action when he visited the 
Sanders place to develop a story for 

the June issue of Norris Electric 
News.) 

The harvest starts about the last of 
May or early in June, and lasts about 
20 days, but it’s not like it was just a 
few years ago, Sanders says. Then, he 
had 10 acres in berries, and the 
quarter-mile driveway was lined with 
cars parked by pickers going through 
the fields. “But it just got to be too 
much for me,” he says, “and I’ve let it 
get down to about five acres now. It’s 
a lot easier to take care of.” 

Strawberries take a lot of babying, 
and Sanders goes through his field 
often. In the photo at left, he 
examines some ripening berries, He 
keeps the field weed-free with geese, 
which are taken out to the field 
before the berries set on the plants. 
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Adams’ Searls 
receives ASAE 
Kable Award 

Dean L. Searls, Manager, Adams 

Electrical Co-Operative, Camp 

Point, has received the 1978 George 

W. Kable Electrification Award. The 

award recognizes agriculture engineers 

for personal and professional 

contributions in applying electrical 

energy to the advancement of 

agriculture through agricultural 

engineering. 

The award was presented by the 

American Society of Agricultural 

Engineers (ASAE) during the Society’s 

summer meeting at Utah State 

University, Logan. 

The Kable Award is sponsored by 

the Food and Energy Council (FEC) 

and by “Electricity on the Farm” 

magazine. It is presented annually in 

honor of George Kable, the magazine’s 

editor from 1937 to 1950. 

Searls has worked in the rural 

electrification field for 3 9 years, 

serving for the past 35 as manager of 

Adams. He is president of the board of 

the Illinois Farm Electrification 

Council. In 1973, he was elected to 

the board of directors of the national 

Food and Energy Council. 

Another Illinoisan, Elwood F. 

(Woody) Olver, professor and head of 

the agricultural engineering processing 

division, University of Illinois, was 

elected an ASAE Fellow. Fellows are 

elected annually by ASAE’s board and 

are chosen for their unusual 

professional distinction and extra¬ 

ordinary qualifications. 

Olver is executive secretary of the 

Illinois Farm Electrification Council. 
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Dean Searls 

Sure we put up a lot of buildings—more, perhaps, than any other builder around. 
Wfe also put more into them. Careful planning and engineering, quality materials and 
components, expert construction. Wfe also back them better, with a 5-year warranty 
written into your contract. Wfe put a lot in, you get a lot out. 

\bu can get into one of our buildings for very little down, too, with a choice of 
convenient payment plans to fit your budget. You can even defer the start of your 
payments for three months, if you like—begin using your building right away, pay for 
it later. Models, plans and sizes for every need. Wfe’d like to build one for you. 

W Wickes Buildings 
A Division of The Wickes Corporation 

ILLINOIS Galesburg, Box 548 (309) 342-3416 
Gilman. Box 336 (815) 265-7257 
Mandota. Box 9 (815) 539-9325 
Mt Vernon, Box 1142 (618) 756-2347 
Taylorville, Box 117 (217)824-9851 

IOWA Dubuque. Box 1026 (319) 556-1663 

INDIANA Crawfordsville. Box 41 (317) 362-5720 

WISCONSIN Elkhorn. Box 127 (414) 723-5261 

Call collect or mail coupon today 

Name  

Address  

Town  

County 

State Phone 
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What's 

Happening 

to My 

Electric Bill? 
Dorland W. Smith 

Dorland W. Smith of Havana has been an employee of 
your cooperative since February 17, 1958, and has served 
as staff assistant for the past several years. This article 
responds to some of the important questions asked by 
concerned members of your cooperative with reference to 
power cost. Perhaps the questions are similar to those 
which you may have. 

Question: Why is the cost of electrical energy 
continuing to rise? Answer: The escalation in the price of 
coal and oil for generation of electricity is being felt 
extremely hard at this time and in addition the unrealistic 
cost due to Environmental Protection Agency requirements 
is becoming a staggering figure. Generating plants have been 
in the impossible situation of constructing new facilities 
and retrofitting existing ones to meet environmental 
requirements which have been imposed on such facilities. 
This has led to the construction of certain facilities that are 
unnecessary and become obsolete because of new 
requirements at an early date or become incompatible with 
current and future technology. Only when the 
Environmental Protection Agency and other regulatory 
agencies are pressed to make reasonable definitive rules and 
regulations so that power supply systems can economically 
meet these requirements will the cost of generating 
electricity level off. The Council of Environmental Quality 
has just recently proposed new regulations for 
implementation of the National Environmental Policy Act. 
If these regulations are allowed to stand, at least an 
additional year’s lead time and millions of dollars of cost 
will be added to any power plant built in this country. 

Question: Should I write to my Congressman 
expressing my concern on the cost of electricity? Answer: 
Certainly, the sooner the better. The recent Supreme Court 
decision which barred completion of TVA’s Tellico Dam on 

the grounds that the present law offers obsolete protection 
to the snail darter minnow is presently before Congress. 
Senator Stennis has offered an amendment to the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973. The strongest amendment 
submitted so far, it would restrict the listing of endangered 
species to those of significant value to society. 

You might be interested in knowing that the snail darter 
is not the only fly in the ointment at this time. The Fish 
and Wildlife Service of the Department of the Interior 
indicates that two eastern landsnails are endangered and 
five eastern landsnails are threatened by habitat 
modification and overcollecting. In other words, don’t built 
a power plant in that area. 

Question: My electric bill is higher than my neighbor’s. 
Why? Answer: Living habits of people differ. Although 
appliances are the same, their use will vary greatly. The 
number of people in the family will affect the utility bill. 
Your grocery or your clothing bill differs from your 
neighbor’s because you have different appetites and 
different tastes in clothing as well as food. It works the 
same way with electric bills. Sometimes high electrical 
usage can be traced to the member’s appliances. As an 
example, a water heater may be limed up, causing excess 
usage, and in addition may be located far from the areas 
where hot water is needed. Water pumps occasionally 
become water logged, causing the pump to cycle on and off 
repeatedly as water is drawn off a tap. FYeezers and 
refrigerators which have not been defrosted and whose 
cooling coils contain excess amount of dust and lint are also 
items which should be checked. 

Question: If controls were placed on water heaters and 
air conditioners, could electric costs be reduced? Answer: 
Control of heavy-use appliances certainly would have an 
effect on the cost of electrical energy. Nearly 100 irrigation 
systems have been placed on a voluntary load management 
basis for this current irrigation season. To date, it appears 
from studies which we have made that this voluntary 
participation of irrigators is paying dividends. We are 
presently studying proposed effects of installing radio 
controls on water heaters and central air conditioning units 
throughout the cooperative area on a voluntary basis. 
Should our study indicate substantial savings of demand 
cost, a recommendation will be made to the board of 
directors of your cooperative for their consideration. On 
extremely warm days, the delay or postponement of 
laundry, showers, and other heavy uses of electricity to 
periods of the day when electrical usage is low is an 
excellent way for each member to make a contribution to 
holding down the cost of electricity. 
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New Substation A new substation southwest of Topeka in Mason County 
near Eckard was energized on June 22. By the time this 
article is printed the necessary switching of lines 
necessitated by this- new installation will have been 
completed. 

Members living east of Havana, northwest of Easton, 
southwest of Forest City, and in the Topeka and Buzzville 
areas should be experiencing better continuity of service, 
and/or improved voltage due to this substation being 
energized. 

We appreciate and thank all of the members in this 
general area for accepting the inconveniences created during 
the construction of this substation and the tie lines which 
were necessary to provide improved service. 

Work is progressing -on securing the necessary 
right-of-way and site locations for substations to be 
constructed in the Middletown area, Oakford area, and the 
area northeast of Salisbury. We anticipate that construction 
will start on these substations as soon as necessary 
rights-of-way have been secured. 

Co-op Comments 
Edward Rogers of Virginia 

completed 20 years of employment 
with your cooperative on June 2, 
1978. Ed is the area serviceman in the 
Virginia-Beardstown area. 

♦ * * * 

Mr. and Mrs. Randy Avery of R. R. 
2, Petersburg, celebrated their fifth 
wedding anniversary on June 8, 1978. 
Randy is an apprentice lineman with 
your cooperative. 

* * * * 

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Bradley of R. R. 
3, Petersburg, celebrated their fifth 
wedding anniversary on July 7, 1978. 
Mark is a journeyman lineman working 
out of Petersburg. 

* * * * 

Carl T. Atterberry and Miss Robilee 
Hood of Buffalo were united in 
marriage at the Methodist Church in 
Buffalo on July 1, 1978. Reverend 
Harrell of the Buffalo Methodist 
Church was the officiating clergyman. 
Carl is the general foreman of your 
cooperative and Mrs. Atterberry is 
employed by Brown, Hay & Stephens, 
Attorneys in Springfield. The 
Atterberrys are residing in Petersburg 
and we are sure all of our members 
join us in offering best wishes and 
congratulations to the Atterberrys. 

New Employees 
Alan D. Horn of Oakford was employed by your cooperative on June 26 as a 

staking engineer. Prior to June 26, Alan was employed by Horn Trucking 
Company of Petersburg. He is a graduate of Porta High School and he and his wife 
Gail, are both natives of the Petersburg area. 

Dale Jones of R. R. 3, Petersburg, was employed by your cooperative on July 
3, as an assistant stores clerk. Dale is a graduate of Porta High School in the class 
of 1978, and was born and reared in the Petersburg area. He is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles Jones of Petersburg, who are cooperative members. 

Jeffery A. Lounsberry of Oakford was employed by your cooperative on July 
3, as an assistant stores clerk. Jeff is also a graduate of Porta High School in the 
class of 1978 and resides with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Herschel Lounsberry of 
Oakford, who are also cooperative members. 

John Whitehurst of R. R. 1, Petersburg, was employed by your cooperative on 
June 5, as stores clerk. John resides with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Henry 
Whitehurst, and resides on your cooperative lines. Mr. Henry Whitehurst is a 
former director of your cooperative. 

We welcome these new employees to the Menard Electric Cooperative family 
and they look forward to being of service to the membership in any way possible. 

Dale Milstead of Oakford, who has been the stores clerk for your cooperative 
for the past few months, will become an apprentice lineman on a line crew 
working out of Petersburg. 

Milstead, Whitehurst, Lounsberry, Jones and Horn 
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30x36x8 FRAMED OPENING INC. $2,995 
40x42x8 STEEL I BEAM CONSTR $3 005 SP EC I A L P R O DUCTI ON 

' DISCOUNTS 
Eave height of buildings may be from 6' to 24' Qa|| for schedule placement. 

AGRICULTURE 

30x48x12 $2,782 
40x48x14 STEEL I BEAM $3,883 
40x72x14 C0NSTRUCTI0N $4.776 
48x96x14 $6,998 
60x108x15 4- PEAKED ROOF $9,999 

Available in buildings 50 to 100 wide 
sliding doors up to 30 wide. 

AGRICULTURE - COMMERCIAL 

70x125x14 $14,997 
Buildings 24-100 wide, any length, 

any height, low profile or peak, 
straight, or slant W. Financing — Leasing Available 

“'Snow and wind loading requirements in certain areas may affect advertised prices. 

FACTORY LOCATIONS: PENNSYLVANIA, OHIO, INDIANA, IOWA, WISCONSIN F.O.B. 

PLEASE CALL US FOR 

PRICE GUARANTEES 

CALL COLLECT  .. 517 263 8474 

CALL TOLL FREE 
IN MICH  . . 800 292-0033 

, CALL TOLL FREE 
^ OUTSIDE MICH.  .. . 800 248-0065 

The water intake is a key element in 
the water delivery system of the 
fireboat. Duncan, left, watches as 
Thompson checks for obstructions, 
while Behiing, in the yellow outfit, 
looks on. 

First by land; 
now by water 

(continued from page 6) 

hoses can be moved from the boat to a 
four-wheel-drive vehicle. Such 
capability is especially useful in the 
winter, in case the boat is frozen in 
place at the dock. 

Seper and Thompson, as are all the 
residents along the lake, are members 
of Southeastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative, headquartered in 
Eldorado. Southeastern receives 
electric power from the SIPC plant. 

Thompson is past president of the 
Lake of Egypt Property Owners 
Association. John Ford is the current 
president. 

The volunteer fire department 
draws its primary support from the 
property owners association, 
Thompson points out. The association 
contributes half of each member’s $10 
annual dues to the fire department. 
This contribution, along with money 
raised by the ladies auxiliary of the 
fire department, provides the funds 
necessary for the department to obtain 
matching federal assistance. About 17 
men are active in the department at 
the present time, three years after its 
start. Henry Basco, acting chief when 
Seper was out of state this summer, 
says they need about 24 to adequately 
cover the lake. (One truck is located at 
Pharaoh’s Gardens area on the lake, 
and the other at Eagle Point Bay.) “We 
need more volunteers,” Basco says. 

Communication is a key element in 
making the fire department effective. 
Thompson explains that all locations 
on the lake are assigned a location 
code. Calls for assistance go straight 
into the Marion Fire Department, then 
the message is relayed back to the 
volunteers by paging devices. Ten 
firemen carry the paging units. A 
return call to Marion pinpoints the fire 
location. 
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SOYLAND CLINTON 
PARTNERSHIP 
(Continued from page 9.) 

megawatts (mw) of power from the 

Clinton station in 1982, another 

lOOmw in 1986 from a joint 

coal-fired venture and completion of 

Soyland’s own plant in 1987. 

Following the officers’ reports, 30 

persons were elected to represent the 

15 cooperatives of Soyland’s board of 

Directors. Chosen were: Stanley N. 

Huffman, Flora, and William L. 

Stanford, Flora, Clay Electric 

Co-operative; Robert W. Vander 

Pluym, Breese, and Irvin W. Wessel, 

Centralia, Clinton County Electric 

Cooperative; William D. Champion, 

Gays, and C. E. Ferguson, Mattoon, 

Coles-Moultrie Electric Cooperative; 

G. V. Beer, Bloomington, and 

Frank L. Simpson, Farmer City, Corn 

Belt Electric Cooperative; G. N. 

Hodge, Milford, and Dennis L. 

Tachick, Paxton, Eastern Illinois 

Power Cooperative; Maurice Johnson, 

Paris, and Byron G. McCoy, Paris, 

Edgar Electric Co-operative 

Association; Edgar G. Arnn, Geneseo, 

and Paul Mallinson, Geneseo, Farmers 

Mutual Electric Company; James F. 

Beatty, Philo, and Walter R. Smith, 

Champaign, Illini Electric Cooperative; 

Roy E. Horton, Princeton, and M. M. 

Jontz, Princeton, Illinois Valley 

Electric Cooperative; Robert E. 

Pendell, Macomb, and Lyndall Pigg, 

Bushnell, McDonough Power 

Cooperative; Joseph Fellin, Waterloo, 

and Preston Mosbacher, Prairie du 

R ocher, Monroe County Electric 

Co-Operative; L. Eugene Boldt, 

Stewardson, and William E. LeCrone, 

Shelbyville, Shelby Electric 

Cooperative; Jack A. Compton, 

Greenville, and Donald F. Sanders, 

Ramsey, Southwestern Electric 

Cooperative; D. E. Hanes, Mt. Vernon, 

and Allen Sisk, Mt. Vernon, 

Tri-County Electric Cooperative; and 

Bill Endicott, Fairfield, and Evans C. 

Williams, McLeansboro, Wayne-White 

Counties Electric Cooperative. 

During the board’s reorganization 

meeting, Smith was reelected 

president; Compton, vice president; 

Tachick, secretary-treasurer, and 

Champion, assistant 

secretary-treasurer. 
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This is a catalog of almost 
400varieties and assortments 

of fruit trees, shade trees 
and plants. It’s also a 

planting and growing guide. 
Free from Stark Bro’s. 

% 
Grow full-size, lull-fla¬ 
vored fruit on trees that 
grow only 8- to 10-feet high. 
Stark Bro's special dwarf¬ 
ing procedure affects only 
tree size. Fruit is often big¬ 
ger than regular trees. Trees 
yield usually within just two 
years after planting. 

■'I'm enclosing pictures 
of a dwarf Starking Deli¬ 
cious Peach Tree we pur¬ 
chased in March of last year 
which bore 75 beautiful 
peaches this July. With the 
past success we have had 
with your trees we are 
proud to say that they are 
‘Stark Bro's Trees'." 

Mr. Ervin Huebner 
Columbia, Illinois 

Award-winning roses. 23 
different varieties of hybrid 
tea, floribunda and climbing 
roses. Many patented vari¬ 
eties like those from the 
famous gardens of Delbard- 
Chabert. And many other 
exclusives available only 
from Stark Bros. 

Special section on heavy- 
yielding, early-ripening fruit 
trees with high resistance 
ratings. Ideal varieties for 
organic gardeners. 

AND GAKDEN CATALOG 

Have 12 weeks of fresh fruit in a 10-ft. 
x 20-ft. area of your backyard. Grow 

full - size apples, 
peaches, pears, nec¬ 
tarines in a "postage 
stamp” orchard of 
dwarf-size trees. 

Satisfied Customer Writes: 
“ the Starkspur Golden Delicious and 
Starkrimson Delicious were loaded this 
year-some apples weighed more than 
3/4-lb I’m extremely happy that I se¬ 
lected Stark Trees " 

Flynn H. Bach 
Pryse, Kentucky 

The description with each 
variety in the catalog tells 
you what to expect from 
what you grow. And each 
description tells you in 
which zones the variety 
grows best, We've included 
an easy-to-follow Zone 
Map. 

The famous Luther Bur¬ 
bank selected Stark Bro's to 
continue his important ex¬ 
periments. We pass the re¬ 
sults of his research on to 
you through the superior 
varieties we offer. 

Walnuts, hickory nuts, but¬ 
ternuts, chestnuts, pecans, 
on your own trees. Make 
delicious pies or dessert top¬ 
pings. 
Pick fresh ber¬ 
ries inyouryard. 
Stark Bro's ro¬ 
bust berry plants 
make growing 
easy and fun. Catalog fea¬ 
tures healthy, heavy-bear¬ 
ing, certified strawberry 
plants, delicious raspber¬ 
ries, blueberries, and black¬ 
berries. 

Stark Bros, Box A10398, Louisian a, Missouri 63353 
* ■■ MI MM MI ■■ mm mm mm mm mm Hi I 

Stark Bro’s Nurseries.Box A10398,Louisiana, Missouri 63353 

New Free Catalog 
Features almost 400 varieties and assortments of fruit trees, 
shrubs, roses, nut trees, shade trees, bulbs, and other nursery 
stock for the home gardener. Use this coupon and send for 
yours today. 

(Please Print) 
Mr. 
Mrs. 
Miss   

Address. 

City  

State  Zip. .J 
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What's happening to my electric bill? 
David H. Crosnoe of Petersburg 

has been an employee of your 
cooperative since April 23, 1973, 
and has served as systems engineer 
for the past two years. This article 
gives some insight relative to the 
cost of electricity today as well as 
in the future. Perhaps this article 
will answer questions which you 
may have. 

Pure and simple, higher fuel costs, environmental 
costs, and inflation are the reasons you are paying more for 
electricity. 

The escalation of electrical costs started with the 
energy crisis in the early 1970’s. It didn’t just happen 
overnight—it was there all along. The match was lit when 
the OPEC nations increased the cost of crude oil and when 
utilities had to curtail the use of natural gas in the 
generating of electricity. You and I understood it quickly as 
we felt the impact in our pocketbook. 

Electricity is generated by burning fuel. The price of 
that fuel is obviously a major part of the cost to supply you 
with electricity. Natural gas became a major source of 
generating electricity in order to retain clean air and water 
standards throughout the nation. As shortages developed, 
however, curtailment in the use of natural gas was necessary 
and energy produced by means of burning coal was forced 
to the front again. 

Today, all fuel costs substantially more than in the 
early 70’s, but fuel isn’t the only culprit. The price of 
electricity is also escalated because of higher costs of 
building generating plants, higher interest rates on 
borrowed money, materials, equipment, and wages, and of 
course the added cost to meet IPA requirements. 

Your cooperative has always utilized every dollar for 
all its worth. We’re no different today. Materials and 
supplies which were discarded are now salvaged. Stricter 
money management and collection policies have been 
instituted to help cut overhead and save cooperative dollars. 
Load management is rapidly becoming a household phrase 
and has been instituted by your cooperative during 1978 
and will be further developed during 1979 and 1980, all in 
the hopes of holding the operating costs down. 

Everyone can do something to help stabilize electric 
rates, by lowering your thermostat to the lowest 
12 

comfortable temperature in the winter and raising the 
thermostat to the highest comfortable temperature in the 
summer would be of value. 

The proper insulation of your home, including 
installation of storm windows and storm doors, caulking 
around windows will help in keeping the heat inside in the 
winter and outside in the summer. Obviously this will help 
control your electrical useage. 

A well designed and properly installed heating and 
cooling unit that’s maintained saves you money and will 
conserve electricity. 

Utilization of appliances that consume large amounts 
of electricity to off peak periods of time, lowering of the 
temperature of your water heater and the utilization of 
electrical appliances, such as the electric skillet in lieu of 
your electric range, will also be of substantial value. Sadly, 
the future probably holds higher prices for electricity, 
mostly because of the increasing cost to generate 
electricity. 

The utilization of coal and nuclear power will 
probably provide the short term solution in making sure 
you have adequate power at the lowest possible cost. 

In the long-run, who knows—solar power, synthetic 
fuels, oil shale, salt water, wind power. The hard truth is all 
current fossil fuels will ultimately be exhausted. For this 
reason, we must turn to alternate fuels and methods. 

More stable electric rates will be possible if we as a 
nation, as a whole, can achieve four things: (1) More 
stability in fuel costs. (2) Lower interest rates. (3) Practical 
environmental regulations. (4) The escalation in the 
development of more efficient technology and potential 
low-cost energy sources. 

Co-op Comments 
Carl T. Atterberry of Petersburg completed 30 years 

of service on September 7. Carl is the general foreman for 
your cooperative. 

Meredith L. Worner of Manito completed five years of 
service as a director for your cooperative on May 29. Mr. 
Worner serves as secretary of the board of directors. 

Heather Renee Milstead, was born September 2 at 
Memorial Medical Center and weighed in at six pounds, one 
ounce. Her happy parents are Dale and Sheila Milstead of 
Oakford. Dale is an apprentice lineman for your coop¬ 
erative. 
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more efficiently and effectively by 
studying light bulb labels and keeping 
bulbs and fixtures clean. 

Read bulb labels to make 

most efficient use of your 

home lighting dollars 

Lumens, watts, bulb life—three bits 
of information required on all 
packages of standard household 
incandescent bulbs manufactured since 
January, 1971. 

Though seldom read or studied, 
e?ch one reveals something important 
that consumers should note when 
choosing the right bulb for their 
purposes. 

The consumer can use electricity 
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It is generally believed that the 
higher the wattage, the greater the 
amount of light produced. Not so. 
Bulbs with identical wattages can vary 
in both light output and bulb life. 
Several factors affect bulb life 
including vibration, excessive heat and 
high temperatures. 

Incandescent light bulbs emit light 
through a heated filament or coil when 
electricity passes through it. As the 
number of filament coils increases so 
does the amount of light produced per 
watt. 

Watts are the amount of electricity 
going into the bulb and lumen is the 
light output. Bulb life is estimated by 
each individual manufacturer in hours. 

When you read the package 
information, balance all the factors 
involved to make the best buy, such as 
initial cost, bulb life, operating cost 
(number of watts it will use) and 
whether its light output (number of 
lumens) is adequate for the job. 

As a general rule, use longer life 
bulbs in low light requirement areas. 
Avoid using them for reading, studying 
and working as this is not the most 
efficient way of using electricity. 

One large bulb saves more energy 
than do several smaller ones. A 
100-watt incandescent bulb produces 
more light than two 60-watt bulbs 
with 20 percent less energy 
consumption. 

Longer life bulbs give several times 
as many hours of use as standard 
bulbs, but provide less light per watt. 
Use them in places where it is difficult 
to change the bulb say the specialists. 

Remember, dust and dirt reduce the 
lighting level. Clean bulbs and lamp 
fixtures regularly to get the most light 
for the energy you use. 

When it comes to lighting, it's easy 
to use more than you need. 

To save electricity, remove one bulb 
out of three and replace \t with a 
burned out bulb for safety. Replace 
the others with bulbs of the next 
lower wattage. 

But, be sure to provide adequate 
lighting for safety, such as in 
stairwells. Concentrate light in reading 
and working areas and also for safety. 
This should save about four percent in 
electricity costs in the average home. 

Ten 
Good 
$ents 
Home 

features 

Perimeter Insulation 
The Good (tents Home begins with 
better insulation. Perimeter insulation is 
placed around the foundation of the 
home to repel the flow of heat to the 
ground. 

Wall Insulation 
The walls are constructed with 2x6 
lumber providing 2 extra inches of space 
for batt* insulation. 

Ceiling Insulation 
Two 6-in. batts* of insulation are 
installed in the attic by using a special 
truss for the roof. Better insulation is the 
first step in building an energy-saving 
Good (pents Home. 

Vapor seal 
Polyethylene Plastic (6 mils thick) does 
the best job of preventing unwanted 
moisture from entering the home. 
Another important benefit is realized, 
since the vapor seal holds air leakage to 
a minimum. 

Double-pane windows 
Double-pane windows or conventional 
windows equipped with storm sash 
provide an insulating airspace that is 
capable of reducing heat flow by as 
much as 50%. These windows have a 
tighter seal and therefore help to 
combat air leakage. 

Special insulated doors 
A special insulated door combined with a 
magnetized rubber gasket reduces the 
transfer of heat in the same way as your 
refrigerator door. These doors offer 
better resistance to the loss of heat than 
the doors that are normally used. 

Attic ventilation 
A thermostatically controlled power roof 
fan coupled with adequate soffit vents 
provide a dependable attic-ventilation 
system. Temperatures in the attic are 
reduced from as high as 140F to 100F. 
This reduces the burden on the air 
conditioning system in hot weather. 
Protected alr-dlstrlbution system 
Care is taken to make sure the ductwork 
is completely surrounded by 12 in. of 
batt insulation. 
Centsibie comfort control system 
A control that lets you set the desired 
temperature as well as separate controls 
for outside fresh air and moisture 
removal. 
Heat pump 
The most efficient heating and cooling 
equipment available. 
•Or the equivalent R value 
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50 YARDS LACE $1.45 
LACE — LACE — LACE ... 50 yards of Lacc 
In delightful patterns. Edgings, insertions, etc. 
Assorted beautiful designs, colors and widths. 
Pieces at least 10 yards in length — none smaller. 
Marvelous for dresses, pillow cases, etc. Terrific as 
hem facing on new double knit fabrics. Only $1.45 
plus 50c pstg., double order $2.79 plus 85c pstg. 
Satisfaction guaranteed! 

FREE with lace 50 BUTTONS! 
50 New, High Quality Buttons. Assorted colors, sizes 
and shapes. Sent FREE with each lace order. Please 
allow up to 6 weeks for delivery .     
LACE LADY DEPT. LN-995 
315 No. 10th St. St. Louis, Mo. 63101 

Over 3,000 Big, PowerfulS H.P. Briggs & Stratton 
k Mark VII Riders, featuring a bigger cut. Fully assembled 

in crates, delivered free. Dozier blade & grass catcher 
k available. We are not a Mfg. Sales Co. selling other 

Co's, products, we are the manufacturer. Order now 
or send for free brochure while they last! Write .... 

CONTINENTAL MFG. DEPTJRE 
3205 E. Abrams St.-Arlington, Tx 76010 

Phone: 817 640-1198 

30x36x8 FRAMED OPENING INC. $2,995 
40X42X8 STEEL I BEAM CONSTR $3 905 

Eave height of buildings may be from 6' to 24' 

SPECIAL PRODUCTION 
DISCOUNTS 

Call for schedule placement. 
AGRICULTURE 

30x48x12 $2,782 
40x48x14 FRAMED 

$3,787 
40x72x14 OPENING INC. $4,776 
48x96x14 STEEL I-BEAM 

CONSTRUCTION 
$6,888 

48x120x14 $8,493 
60x108x15 4- PEAKED ROOF $9,999 

Available in buildings 50 to 100 wide 
sliding doors up to 30 wide. 

Kodacolor 
FILM PROCESSING 

$2 50 
postpaid 

LIMIT 
TWO ROLLS 
WITH THIS 

AD 

LUKECART PHOTO 
P O Box 1386 

Sioux Falls. South Dakota 57101 

IMMEDIATE 
LOW-COST 

FINANCING 
AVAILABLE 

ON EVERY¬ 
THING WE 

FURNISH AND 
DO. NO 

CLOSING OR 
HIDDEN COSTS. 

Save $ on a home of your 
own...Now or the lowest 

possible price! 

PRESIDENT 
HOMES 

A Division of Harvey Builders. Inc. 

CUSTOM BUILT PRE-CUT HOMES 
WRITE FOR YOUR LOCAL 

ILLINOIS PRESIDENT 
HOMES REPRESENTATIVE 

AGRICULTURE - COMMERCIAL 

70x125x14 $13,978 
Buildings 24-100 wide, any length, 

any height, low profile or peak, 
straight, or slant W. Financing — Leasing Available 

*Snow and wind loading requirements in certain areas may affect advertised prices. 

FACTORY LOCATIONS: PENNSYLVANIA, OHIO, INDIANA, IOWA, WISCONSIN - F.O.B. 

PLEASE CALL US FOR 

PRICE GUARANTEES 

CALL COLLECT  . . 517 263 8474 

CALLT0LL FREE 

IN MICH  . . 800 292 0033 

i CALLT0LLFREE 
L OUTSIDE MICH  . . 800 248 0065 

FREE COLOR CATALOG 
i 

MAIL TO: 
| PRESIDENT HOMES, DEPT. 2-78 

4808 NO. LILAC DR. 
| MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55429 (612) 537<3622 

Please send catalog ro: 

I Name  

| Address  

City Stare  

| Zip Phone   

We would like ro be in our new home 
I by  

□ I own o lor □ I con get ° lof, L 3Q 

SAVE $ • SEND COUPON TODAY! 

I 

I 
I 

I 

I 

I 
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Doctors’ Program Featuring Crash-Burn Diet and Amazing 
Capsule Forces Your Body To Burn Away Fat As It... 

Neutralizes All The Calories 
In The Food You Eat! 
Meaning: After Each Time You Eat. Your Body Breaks Down 
Bulging Fat and Burns It Away — So You Grow Slimmer 
and Slimmer From Meal to Meal, (up to a lull size smaller 
in just 5 days) ... as you melt away both fluid and fat at 
the incredible rate of as much as 

2 POUNDS GONE THE FIRST 24 HOURS 
6 POUNDS GONE THE FIRST 48 HOURS 

10 POUNDS GONE THE FIRST 7 DAYS 
and depending on how overweight you are - how much you want to 
lose - and how fast you want to lose it 

BURN AWAY UP TO ANOTHER 30 - 40 - 50 POUNDS. OR EVEN MORE! 
TURNS EVERY LAST BIT OF THE FOOD YOU EAT INTO BURNEO AWAY 

ENERGY INSTEAD OF STOREO-UP FAT! 

Medical science has proven conclusively that in your body 
there exists a fat-burning system of natural chemical fat-de¬ 
stroyers so powerful, they are capable of NEUTRALIZING THE 
EFFECT OF ALL THE CALORIES IN THE FOOD YOU EAT That once 
you discover how to unleash these fat-destroyer chemicals 
against clinging pockets of fat you can actually compel your 
body to GROW SLIMMER. INSTEAD OF FATTER, AFTER EACH 
MEAL YOU EAT' 

WORKS SO FAST - THE VERY FIRST WEEK ALONE 
YOU LOSE AN AVERAGE OF UP TO 1 Vj POUNDS 

OF FLUID AND FAT EVERY 24 HOURS! 

Now from one of America's leading obesity specialists comes 
a thrilling crash-burn way to slimness that does away with 
all the torture of rigorous diet ONCE AND FOR ALL - ends brutal 
exercise FOREVER1 

What this doctor has done is simply this Found a surefire way 
for you to gently raise the level of your fat-burning metabolism 

step up the flow of your body s own natural fat-burners . 
so that every time you eat your system automatically NEU¬ 
TRALIZES THE EFFECT OF ALL THE CALORIES IN THE FOOD YOU 
TAKE IN - AND YOUR BODY MELTS AWAY FAT LIKE HOT WATER 
MELTS DOWN ICE1 

Yes, with this doctor s thrilling ANTI-CALORIE PROGRAM and 
capsule, you rev up your inner furnace - you neutralize all the 
calories coming in - so not one ounce of the food you eat can 
possibly turn to fat 

ACTUALLY SHRINKS YOUR BODY'S FAT CELLS 
STARTING IN JUST HOURS! 

Yes, based on published reports from professors at leading 
medical schools PLUS experimental fat-burning studies on 
U S Army officers. West Point Cadets and independent research 
tests with the food you eat on this doctor s CAPSULE 
PROGRAM your body automatically neutralizes the effect of 
all the calories you take in - automatically forces pounds and 
inches to vanish so FAST, that before you hardly know it, you 

LOSE UP TO 4 TO 6 INCHES OFF YOUR WAISTLINE 
LOSE UP TO 2 TO 5 INCHES OFF YOUR HIPS 
LOSE UP TO 3 INCHES OFF YOUR THIGHS 
LOSE UP TO 4 INCHES OFF YOUR BUTTOCKS 
LOSE UP TO 4 INCHES OFF YOUR STOMACH 
as you start to win the physique of a naturally skinny person 
those types who never seem to gam an ounce1 

YOUR TUMMY FEELS LIKE YOU FEASTED. BUT YOUR WAISTLINE 
LOOKS LIKE YOU FASTED! 

Just to give you an idea of how fast this thrilling anti-fat 
weapon burns away excess fat and inches according 
to California University Medical School research on energy 
burn-off you can actually melt away more fat each 24 hours than 
it you ran 10 to 14 miles a day1 - Lose more pounds each week 
than if you did 300 sit-ups each morning and 300 push-ups each 
night1 LOSE as much as a FULL SIZE THE FIRST 5 DAYS 
ALONE 

VITAL NOTICE: Before starting this program consult with your phy 
sician to be sure you are in normal health and your only problem is 

excess weight individuals with high blood pressure, heart disease, 
diabetes or thyroid disease should use only as directed by a family 
physician and see d he doesn t agree that this Lifetime Road to 

Slimness including the lew minutes ot nightly toneup the doctor highly 
recommends is by tar one of the most medically sound lully sensible 
approaches to the problem ot excess weight 

BEST OF ALL - YOU STAY SLIM FOR GOOD! BECAUSE AT LONG 
LAST. YOU HAVE IN YOUR HANDS A LIFETIME WEAPON TO DEFEND 

YOURSELF AGAINST FAT BUILD-UP! 

Yes. when you arm yourself with this thrilling ANTI-CALORIE 
CRASH-BURN PROGRAM and doctor's capsule you actually 
fortify yourself with the only thing you II ever need for LIFETIME 
PROTECTION against excessive fat build-up That's because, 
medical science now offers you a proven way to neutralize all 
the calories in the food you eat - gently step up your me¬ 
tabolism stimulate and "target' your body's "fat-burner1' 
chemicals to attack clinging pockets of fat, so you burn away 
excess flab meal to meal these 3 medically proven ways 

ONE - BECAUSE YOU CONSTANTLY NEUTRALIZE THE EFFECT OF 
THE CALORIES IN THE FOOD YOU EAT. YOU BURN AWAY STORED-UP 
FAT AND CONTINUE TO GROW SLIMMER AND SLIMMER FROM MEAL 
TO MEAL! Yes. when you launch yourself on this doctor's calo- 
rie-deficit crash-burn program you gently step up your inner 
furnace1 So when food enters your body, instead of being stored 
as fat. it is AUTOMATICALLY converted to burned-away energy 

TWO - YOU GRADUALLY ACCELERATE YOUR FAT-BURNING ME¬ 
TABOLISM by greater caloric burn-off than intake Meaning your 
body, without you even feeling it. unleashes a steady surge of 
fat-burner chemicals directly Into your system to attack 
stored-up fat automatically breaks down converts it into 
fluid that drains right out of your body1 

Just like a furnace grows hotter and hotter the more you 
stoke it so your own body burns away fat faster and faster 
the more you step up your fat-burning metabolism. 

THREE - YOU COMPLETELY DEFEAT THE GREATEST SINGLE 
CAUSE OF FAT BUILD-UP. runaway appetite and overeating 
Because the moment you take this doctor s CAPSULE, ravenous 
hunger disappears. Gnawing appetite is switched off . you lose 
your craving for food for hours at a time 

More significant when you do eat on this Doctor's 
CRASH-LOSS diet and Lifetime-Slim maintenance program, 
since your body completely NEUTRALIZES THE FAT-BUILDING 
EFFECT OF ALL THE CALORIES IN THE FOOD YOU EAT, excess fat 
simply cannot form stored-up body fat burned off and melted 
away by the hour - and you continue to grow slimmer instead of 
fatter after each meal you eat! 

DOCTOR ADVISES: USE THIS CRASH BURN PROGRAM ONLY WHILE 
YOU RE OVERWEIGHT OTHERWISE YOU MIGHT GROW TOO THIN' 

Of course, there is one thing you must keep in mind. You 
cannot use this CAPSULE CRASH-BURN PROGRAM indefinitely 

. . otherwise, you might become overly thin. 
Also, as long as you are on this ANTI-CALORIE Program 

you cannot stuff and gorge yourself silly on over-rich, high-fat 
foods. There is a reasonable limit on just how fast medical 
science can help you safely burn away fat: BUT — and here's 
the very heart of this wondrous development: Because this 
thrilling ANTI-CALORIE concept not only helps you neutralize 
the effect of the calories in all the food you eat . . . but 
ALSO puts gnawing appetite to sleep ... you simply lose 
that driving urge, that maddening craze to make fattening 
food the very center of your existence . . . thanks to this 
medically proven formula that contains the most powerful re¬ 
ducing aid ever approved for release to the public, without a 
prescription, by the United States Government! 

Now just think what this great ANTI-FAT weapon means to 
you. if all your life you've had to fight off excess pounds, battle 
away inches9 

WHY KILL YOURSELF WITH BRUTAL DIET OR TORTUROUS 
EXERCISE? NOW - YOU CAN ENJOY A LIFETIME OF SLIMNESS 

WITHOUT RAVENOUS HUNGER! 

It means that from this day on you simply start the 
ALL-OUT ASSAULT ON FAT by taking these medically proven 
CAPSULES called "Thera-Thin", before eating as part of 
this incredible CRASH-BURN'" PROGRAM to help you NEU¬ 
TRALIZE ALL THE CALORIES IN THE FOOD YOU EAT' You gently 
raise the level of your fat-burning metabolism "rev up" that 
inner furnace . unlock and activate the natural chemical 
fat-burners nature has placed in your body and BURN AWAY 
FAT, MELT AWAY INCHES as you start to grow slimmer and 
slimmer from meal to meal! 

REMEMBER You must see dramatic results in just 24 hours - 
results you can see on your 
scale with your own very own 
eyes, the very first morning 
yes. you must 
LOSE up to 6 lbs the first 48 
hours 
LOSE up fo 10 lbs. the first 7 
days 
LOSE up to 7 lbs. more the next 
7 days 

or Thera-Thin" costs you nothing1 Simply return within 10 days 
for full refund (except postage and handling, of course) Act now1 

Send NO-RISK TRIAL SUPPLY today' 
© 1978 American Consumer. Inc . Caroline Rd Phila PA 19176 

;   MAIL NO RISK COUPON TODAY   J 

IS PENN-BIO PHARMACALS. Dept JACB-56 
I Caroline Road. Phiadelphia.'PA 19176 
• Yes I want to burn away excess weigtn last and permanently witti • 
■ this doctor s crash-loss ANTI-CALORIE CAPSULE-PROGRAM tea- ■ 
• luring amazing THERA-THIN Please rush me the otter I have • 
■ checked below It not delighted, I may return it in tu days tor refund ■ 
• (except postage & handling), of course 
I CHECK OFFER DESIRED: 
j i =003) Full 21-day supply only S6 95 plus 60C postage & j 
• handling 
| ' ’ 1=011) Full 42-day supply only S11 95 lyou save S2 00) • 
• plus 75c postage & handling 
■ 1 ! 1=029) Full 63-day supply only S14 95 (you save S4 00) J 
• plus SI postage & handling 
■ Total amount enclosed S_ PA residents add 6% sales tax I 
! Check or money order , no CODs please 

I CHARGE IT: (check one) Exp Date 

j : Visa. BankAmencard ; 

• ' 1 Master Charge Bank Number      

! Credit Card =   ! 

I Name   - . ; ■ 

Address •  Apt =  

City  State Zip  
5690 

Div of American Consumer Inc •••••••••■•••• 
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Using the energy crisis as a means 
for social and economic change 

(The following article was reprinted 
from Capsule Comments, a publication 
of the Kentucky Association of 
Electric Cooperatives, Lewis B. Strong, 
President.) 

The more I read and study what 
persons like Barry Commoner and 
Ralph Nader are writing and saying 
about energy, the more convinced I 
become that powerful forces in this 
country see energy as a means for 
reordering our priorities. They would 
slow down the growth of our economy 
and roll back lifestyles, including food 
production to levels and methods of 
earlier years. 

Barry Commoner suggests that we 
return to small, self-contained farming 
units in which each farm has a mix of 
livestock that is fed the grain produced 
on the farm, with the manure from the 
livestock being returned to the land, 
thus eliminating the need for 
commercial fertilizer. 

Nader, for example, said if we 
would break up the major oil 
companies in this country the energy 
crisis would disappear in six months. 
He said there is no energy crisis, it’s 
basically a scheme by large 
corporations in this country to make 
more money and that electric 
cooperatives are aiding and abetting 
this effort by acting more like 
investor-owned utilities than 
consumer-owned cooperatives. 

It is certainly true that the use of 
energy has made it possible for one 
farmer to feed himself and 55 other 
persons, when not so many years ago 
it took nine farm families to feed 
themselves and produce enough 
surplus to release one other person to 
be a doctor, teacher, merchant or 
factory worker. But does anyone who 
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is familiar with the agriculture in this 
country really believe that we can 
maintain our standards of living if we 
roll agriculture back to where it was 
fifty years ago? 

Can Ralph Nader really believe that 
all the most intelligent leaders of the 
world, including the Russians, could 
be deceived and controlled by a group 
of American oil companies? Or that all 
of the monetary, social and economic 
interests of the world can be so 
maneuvered by a group of American 
corporations? Does it really make 
sense that if it were possible to wipe 
out at one stroke of the pen Etfxon, 
General Motors, Ford and Texaco, and 
convert them into government 
corporations that we would suddenly 
have plenty of completely safe 
automobiles at a price less than we are 
now paying? Or that we would have 
planty of gasoline at a lower cost? 

In the nations of the world in which 
the auto industry and the oil interests 
are either nationalized or 
government-controlled, a gallon of 
gasoline costs about $1 a gallon more 
than in the U.S., and very few of the 
average citizens in these countries can 
even afford to own an automobile. 

Co-op 
comments 

Cooperatives throughout the nation 
will be celebrating October as Co-op 
Month and the theme this year is 
“Democracy in Action.” Your 
cooperative is pleased to salute all 
cooperatives during this time of year 
as they continue to enhance the 
quality of life for citizens throughout 
our state and nation. 

The ice storm which hit central 
Illinois on Good Friday is still with 
your cooperative. We still have two 
crews that are doing repair work and 
anticipate that they will be with us 
until the end of this year. Our thanks 
to all of the members that have been 
inconvenienced in any way because of 
this maintenance and/or repair work. 
Hopefully, we will not be plagued with 
another storm of this nature during 
our lifetime. 

Now that school is in full swing, 
please be especially attentive to school 
children along the highways and 
streets and particularly school busses 
as they pick up and discharge 
passengers. 

Invest in insulation now! 

© NRECA 

Don’t wait until the first snowfall to 
invest in insulation. Inspect your 
insulation before it’s time to turn on 
the heat. By insulating to 
recommended levels, homeowners 
frequently find that their energy 
savings soon pay for the total cost of 
insulation. AS ENERGY COSTS 
INCREASE, YOUR INSULATION 
SAVINGS INCREASE, TOO. 

For those who qualify and are 
interested, FmHA weatherization 
loans are still available. 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS 



POOR RICHARD SAYS: 

WHEN HOT WATER, CASH & ENERGY GO 

About snail darters and bureaucrats 
If you want to have a good belly 

laugh about our environmentalists and 
government, read the following 
capsulized summary of the “Tellico 
Dam vs. The Snail Darter.” 

—Congress voted to build the 
Tellico Dam in 1966. It’s going to 
supply electric power and control 
floods near Knoxville, Tennessee. 
Engineers begin the task of design and 
planning. 

—In 1973 Congress passed the 
“Endangered Species Act” which bans 
any federal action which might harm 
fish or wild life considered to be in 
danger of extinction. 

—About the same time a scuba 

diving environmentalist discovers a 
new species of small fish he calls a 
“snail darter.” 

If you follow federal bureaucracy, 
you can probably guess what happens 
from here on: 

—The government transplants a 
large number of snail darters to 
another river. They thrive and 
multiply. 

—It isn’t good enough, say the 
environmentalists. “How do we know 
they’ll be alive five years from now.” 

—President Carter appoints an 
environmentalist to the T.V.A. board, 
which is the federal agency handling 
the dam construction. 

—The new member, Freeman, wants 

to abandon the electric power feature 
of the project (right in the middle of 
the energy crunch—what’s cleaner than 
hydro electric power?) so as to leave 
the snail darters unmolested. 

Twelve years have now passed since 
the project’s inception. The snail 
darters are doing fine in the Little 
Tennessee River (their original home) 
and in the Hiwassee River (their 
transplanted home). 

After thousands of man-hours and 
untold expenditures, the dam is still 
on the drawing boards, and the snail 
darters are thriving everywhere. 

And we wonder why taxes are high! 

POOR RICHARD SAYS: 
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Eight distribution cooperatives, one G&T affected 

Delayed effective date and 
longer duration key elements 

of new wholesale power agreement 
Anew agreement for the purchase 

of wholesale electric power for 
eight Illinois electric distribution 
cooperatives and one generation and 
transmission cooperative went into 

effect October 1, two months later 
than previous annual agreements, and 
will be for a period of 15 months, 
rather than the one-year period of 
earlier agreements. Cooperative 

officials estimate the rate increase 
delay and moratorium will save 
member-consumers an estimated 
$800,000. 

The agreement, developed after 
lengthy negotiations with Illinois 
Power Company (IP), followed IP’s 
initial request for an annual rate 
increase of $3.4-million effective 
August 1 this year to the cooperatives 
which purchase bulk power from the 
supplier. The result of the negotiations 
over a period of several weeks was a 
purchase contract that includes an 
annual rate increase of $2.4-million to 
the cooperatives, with a delayed 
effective date of October 1, and a 
moratorium on additional increases 
until January 1, 1980. 

Cooperatives involved include: 
Clinton County Electric Cooperative, 
Corn Belt Electric Cooperative, 
Farmers Mutual Electric Company, 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative, 
McDonough Power Cooperative, 
Monroe County Electric Co-Operative, 
Southwestern Electric Cooperative, 
Tri-County Electric Cooperative and 
Western Illinois Power Cooperative 
and its seven member cooperatives: 
Adams Electrical Co-Operative, Illinois 
Rural Electric Co., M.J.M. Electric 
Cooperative, Menard Electric 
Cooperative, Rural Electric 
Convenience Cooperative, Spoon River 
Electric Co-operative and Western 
Illinois Electrical Coop. 

Representing the cooperatives in the 
negotiations was the IPC Bulk Power 
Negotiating Subcommittee of the 
Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives’ Energy, Environment 
and Engineering Committee. Members 
of the committee include the manager 
of each of the cooperatives which 
purchase bulk power from IP. 

Average overall impact of the new 

COMMERCIAL 

30x36x8 FRAMED OPENING INC. $2,882 
40x42x8 STEEL I-BEAM CONSTR 53 004 

Eave height of buildings may be from 6' to 24' 

AGRICULTURE 

30x48x12 $2,882 
40x48x14 STEEL I BEAM $3,995 
40x72x14 CONSTRUCTION $4,995 
48x96x14 $7,445 
60x81x15 PEAKED ROOF $8,995 

Bu ildings not 
equipped as shown 

SPECIAL PRODUCTION 
DISCOUNTS 

Call for schedule placement. 

Available in buildings 50 to 100 wide 
sliding doors up to 30 wide. 

AGRICULTURE - COMMERCIAL 

70x125x14 $14,997 
Buildings 24-100 wide, any length, 

any height, low profile OP peak, 
straight, or slant W. Financing — Leasing Available 

'Snow and wind loading requirements in certain areas may affect advertised prices. 

FACTORY LOCATIONS: PENNSYLVANIA, OHIO. INDIANA. IOWA, WISCONSIN F O B. 

PLEASE CALL US FOR 
PRICE GUARANTEES 

OR WRITE TO: LANE CLEAR SPAN BUILDING CORP. 
P. O. BOX 952 ADRIAN. MICHIGAN 49221 8 — 10 

Name 

CALL COLLECT . . . . . 517 263 8474 Address 

CALL TOLL FREE City State 
IN MICH  . . 800 292 0033 

Telephone Zip 

OUTSIDE MICH  800 248-0065 Date to Build Size_ 
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If Ruptured 
TRY THIS OUT 

Modem Protection Provides Great 
Comfort and Holdingr Security 

An “eye-opening” revelation in sensi¬ 
ble and comfortable reducible rupture 
protection may be yours for the asking, 
without cost or obligation. Full details 
of the new and different Rice Support 
will be sent you Free. Here’s a Support 
that has brought joy and comfort to 
thousands—by releasing them from 
Trusses that bind and cut. Designed to 
securely hold a rupture up and in where 
it belongs and yet give freedom of body 
and genuine comfort. For full informa¬ 
tion—write today! WILLIAM S. RICE, 
luo., ADAMS, N. Y., 13605 DEPT. ny 

IMMEDIATE 
LOW-COST 

FINANCING 
AVAILABLE 

ON EVERY¬ 
THING WE 

FURNISH AND 
DO. NO 

CLOSING OR 
HIDDEN COSTS. 

Save $ on a home of your 
own...Now or the lowest 

possible price! 

PRESIDENT 
HOMES 

A Division of Harvey Builders, Inc. 

CUSTOM BUILT PRE-CUT HOMES 
WRITE FOR YOUR LOCAL 

ILLINOIS PRESIDENT 
HOMES REPRESENTATIVE 

FREE COLOR CATALOG 
r ■ 

MAIL TO: 
I PRESIDENT HOMES, DEPT. 2-76 I 

4606 NO. LILAC DR. 
| MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55429 (612) 537-3622 ( 

Please send catalog to: 

I Name  ® 

| Address  | 

City State  

| Zip Phone   I 

We would like to be in our new home . 

I by  I 

□ I cwn a lor □ I can get Q ^)L 3Q 

SAVE $ • SEND COUPON TODAY! 

EXCELLENCE 
in Soil, Water and 
Natural Resource 

Conservation Work. 
Look for the LICA Decal 

50 YARDS LACE $1.45 
LACE — LACE — LACE ... 50 yards of Lace 
In delightful patterns. Edgings, insertions, etc. 
Assorted beautiful designs, colors and widths. 
Pieces at least 10 yards in length — none smaller. 
Marvelous for dresses, pillow cases, etc. Terrific as 
hem facing on new double knit fabrics. Only $1.45 
plus 50c pstg., double order $2.79 plus 85c pstg. 
Satisfaction guaranteed! 

FREE with lace 50 BUTTONS! 
50 New, High Quality Buttons. Assorted colors, sizes 
and shapes. Sent FREE with each lace order. Please 
allow up to 6 weeks for delivery.      
LACE LADY DEPT. LN-997 
315 No. 10th St. St. Louis, Mo. 63101 

RUPTURE AGONY 
DISAPPEARS . . 

WHEN you slip into 
a Brooks Appliance! 
Your reducible rup¬ 
ture will be held in 
securely, yet gently, 
night and day. Send for our free booklet now. 
BROOKS CO., Dept. 376, Marshall, Mich. 49068 

HEARING AIDS 
SAVE $200 

AII-in-the-Ear Aid will help 
you hear and understand! 
Try 30 days before you buy! 
No salesman. Free catalog! 

RHODES. Dept. 109-v Brookport. ILL 62910 

" LIFETIME 
TANK COATINGS 

Stop all leaks in steel and 
concrete — Prevent rust forever. 
Roof coatings for tar paper, 
composition and cedar shingles, 
and metal buildings. Anyone qan 
apply all coatings. 

Fix it once and forget it. This is 
our 28th year. Let us send you 
complete information 

VIRDEN PERMA-BILT CO. 
Elox 7160IN Ph.806-352-2761 

2821 Mays St. 
Amarillo, Texas 79109 

SPACE-AGE MEET SHEET 

KEEPS YOU WARM 
WITHOUT ELECTRICITY 

• NO WIRES! 
• NO OPERATING COSTS! 

only$898-" 
YOUR OWN REFLECTED BODY 

HEAT KEEPS YOU COZY! 

A space-age "miracle!" Made of Thermalfab. ... the 
super-effective insulating material developed to protect 
astronauts in the incredible cold of outer space! 
You sleep on it — not under it. Just place the incredible 
MEET SHEET between your mattress and bottom sheet 
INSTANTLY, it retains and reflects ydur own body heat 
right back to you . . keeps you cozy and warm as an 
electric blanket without a single watt of electricity! And 
you stay warm all night with your thermostat turned down; 
you can save plenty on heating bills. Lets you use lighter- 
weight blankets too — so you awake relaxed and refreshed. 
SPACE-AGE MEET SHEET is 100% safe, lightweight and 

portable. Never gets dirty ... the special heat-reflecting 
fabric is stain resistant too. so it even doubles as a 
mattress pad. 
Order one for every bed in your house (special savings on 
extras) If not delighted, return within 14 days for refuno 

(except postage & handling) MAIL COUPON TODAY! 
© 1977 American Consumer Inc . Caroline Rd . Phila . PA 19176 

        MAIL NO RISK 
AMERICAN CONSUMER, Dept. HSH-134 
Caroline Road. Philadelphia, PA 19176 
Yes! Please send me the SPACE AGE HEET SHEET(S) 
ordered below: 
 (if 009) TWIN-SIZE only $8.98 each (2 for $16.98) 
 (#017) DOUBLE-SIZE only $9 98 each (2 for 

$18.98) 
* ^ (#025) KING-SIZE only $11.98 each (2 for 

$22.98) 
Please add $1 postage & handling for one Sheet. $1.50 
for two, $3 for four. 
If after receiving my order I'm not delighted. I may re¬ 
turn it within 14 days for refund (except postage & 
handling). 
8558 

COUPON TODAY      
Amount enclosed $ PA residents add 6% sales 
tax. Check or money order, no CODs please. 
CHARGE IT: (check one) Exp. Date  
□ BankAmericard/Visa □ American Express 
□ Master Charge Bank Number  

Credit Card # — 

Name  

Address Apt. #—  

City State .Zip  
Canadian Customers please send orders to: Mail Store Ltd 
Dept. HSH, 312 Rexdale Blvd. Toronto, Ontario M9W1R6 

(Ontario & Quebec residents add sales tax) 
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Laundry energy savers 
Co-op 

comments 
Lawrence (Larry) Kyes, of 

Petersburg, completed 15 years of 
employment with your cooperative on 
October 28. Larry is a journeyman 
lineman and works out of the 
Petersburg headquarters. 

Phyllis A. McCoy, of rural 
Petersburg, completed 10 years of 
employment with your cooperative on 
November 4. Phyllis is a records clerk 
for your cooperative office. 

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Pfingsten, of 
rural Petersburg, celebrated their 15 th 
wedding anniversary on October 20. 
Kenneth is the accountant for your 
cooperative. 

Mr. and Mrs. Donald R. Riser, of 
Manito, celebrated their fifth wedding 
anniversary on October 27. Don is the 
area serviceman for your cooperative 
in the Forest City-Manito area. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dorland Smith, 
Havana, celebrated their 20th wedding 
anniversary on November 16. Dorland 
is the staff assistant to the cooperative 
manager at Petersburg. 

* * * * 

About half of the 2.8 million 
electrified farms in the United States 
obtain power from cooperatives 
financed by the Rural Electrification 
Administration. 

Since 1936, rural electric 
cooperatives have borrowed more than 
10 billion dollars from the Rural 

Electrification Administration, and 
only 44 thousand dollars has been lost 
in write-offs during that time. No 
losses are attributable to telephone 
cooneratives, 245 of which have 

received 1.2 billion dollars in loans 
during the past 25 years from the 
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You can save considerable amounts 
of energy in the laundry through 
conservation of hot water and by using 
your automatic washers and dryers less 
often and more efficiently. 
• Wash clothes in warm or cold 

water, rinse in cold. You’ll save 
energy and money. Use hot water 
only if absolutely necessary. 

WASHING MACHINES 
• Fill washers (unless they have 

small-load attachments or variable 
water levels), but do not overload 
them. 

• Use the suds saver if you have one. 
It will allow you to use one tubful 
of hot water for several loads. 

• Don’t use too much detergent. 
Follow the instructions on the box. 
Oversudsing makes your machine 
work harder and use more energy. 

• Pre-soak or use a soak cycle when 
washing heavily soiled garments. 
You’ll avoid two washings and save 
energy. 

CLOTHES DRYERS 
• Fill clothes dryers but do not 

overload them. 
• Keep the lint screen in the dryer 

clean. Remove lint after each load. 
Lint impedes the flow of air in the 
dryer and requires the machines to 

Rural Electrification Administration 
and their own cooperative bank. 

There is an extension office in the 
county in which you live, where you 
can get information on operating your 
farm business more efficiently, 
creating a better home, or building a 
better community. The county 
extension advisers are there to help 
you. 

The extension advisers have the 
latest in scientific information from 
the University of Illinois. They know 
how to convert it into practical, 

use more energy. 
• Keep the outside exhaust of your 

clothes dryer clean. Check it 
regularly. A clogged exhaust 
lengthens the drying time and 
increases the amount of energy 
used. 

• If your dryer has an automatic dry 
cycle, use it. Overdrying merely 
wastes energy. 

• Dry your clothes in consecutive 
loads. Stop-and-start drying uses 
more energy because a lot goes into 
bringing the dryer up to the desired 
temperature each time you begin. 

• Separate drying loads into heavy 
and lightweight items. Since the 
lighter ones take less drying time, 
the dryer doesn’t have to be on as 
long as these loads. 

• If drying the family wash takes 
more than one load, leave small, 
lightweight items until last. You 
may be able to dry them, after you 
turn off the power, with heat 
retained by the machine from 
earlier loads. 

• Save energy by using the 
old-fashioned clothesline. As a 
bonus, clothes dried outdoors often 
seem fresher and cleaner than those 

taken from a mechanical dryer. 

down-to-earth answers to your 
problems. 

The cooperative extension service is 
a three-way partnership. The 
University of Illinois, the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, and your 
county share in planning and financing 
extension work.  

Cooperative closed 
November 23 and 24 

in observance of Thanksgiving 
December 25 and 25 26 

in observance of Christmas Day 
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Look up and live 
Electrical hazards on the farm are increasing because 

larger buildings, tractors and equipment, grain bins, feed 
mixers, augers and tall steel structures are commonplace on 
most modern farms. In many cases, buildings and 
equipment are very close to or directly under high-voltage 
power lines. 

Persons working around these hazards must be alert to 
the danger and take action to prevent serious accidents. 
This is especially important, not only around harvest time, 
but every day of the year. 

Members of Menard Electric Cooperative are reminded 
that buildings should not be built on rights-of-way granted 
to the cooperative or near electric distribution lines and in 
addition should not be within falling distance of the electric 
lines. 

Check your own property for possible hazards and 
take measures to correct dangerous situations. Look up and 
think before moving tall equipment or installing CB or TV 
antennae. Look up and determine where the electric lines 
are before installing this type of equipment. By exercising 
caution and awareness of potentially hazardous conditions, 
many serious electrical accidents can be avoided. 

Canada and nuclear plants 
With California and other states making it next to 

impossible to build nuclear generating plants, Canada 
foresees an energy shortage in the USA, and is considering 
the possibility of building nuclear plants in Canada and 
exporting the energy to the U.S. This would give the 
Canadian nuclear industry a boost by providing the needed 
plant orders to keep it strong, healthy, and profitable, and 
at the same time will provide a lot of jobs for Canadian 
workers. It hardly makes much sense for the U.S. to add to 
its balance of trade problems by importing electric energy, 
but if we prohibit our United States electric utilities from 
building the plants needed to supply our electric 
requirements because of rules, regulations, and restrictions, 
then we will have to pay the additional price in either 
electrical blackouts or more dollars flowing out of our 
country to import electricity at still higher rates. 

We have a proliferation of disjointed, regulatory 
licensing and legal procedures at work that are adding step 
by step, and item by item, to the total cost of producing 
and distributing energy in this country. Eventually there 
will come a time when one more straw will break the 
camel’s back. 

Pole testing 
Your cooperative has contracted with Crest Chemical 

Company, of North Glenn, Colorado, to test and treat poles 
in our service area. Representatives of Crest Chemical are 
now working in the Kilbourne and Havana area and will 
continue until our weather dictates otherwise. We 
anticipate that they will again be in our service area next 
spring and we solicit your cooperation with representatives 
of Crest Chemical, as we continue our pole inspection and 
placement maintenance program. 

THE FIRST 

THANKSGIVING 

PROCLAMATION - 1789 

“Whereas it is the duty of all nations to acknowledge 
thiifprovidence of Almighty God, to obey His will, to be 
grateful for His benefits, and humbly to implore His 
protection, aid and favors, . .that we may then all unite in 
rendering unto Him our sincere and humble thanks for His 
kind care and protection of the people of the country, and 
for all the great and various favors which He has been 
pleased to confer upon us.” 

George Washington 

thankful k earl is the necessary ingredient 

for an bonest-lo-goodness Dk anhsgiving 

While on the topic of gratitude, we would like to 
express our appreciation of each of you for your coop¬ 
eration and understanding. I am sure the Board of Directors 
and the other employees join me in extending to you a big 
THANK YOU, and our wish for a Happy Thanksgiving, 

( ; The Last Will and Testament 
of a Thanksgiving Turkey 
IF I MUST BE COOKED. . .1 want 

to make sure it’s by a method befitting 
the dignity of a bird of my nobility 
. . .the electric way. After all, we 
turkeys have pride! For instance, when 
I appear on the table, I want to be 
juicy and tender. I certainly don’t 
want my relatives to say I was a dry, 
tough old bird. And cooking the 
electric way will just about guarantee 
my prime condition. The heat will be 
controlled and with the cleanliness and 
safety of an electric range, I guess 
anything looks and tastes better when 
cooked this modern way, 

     J 
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Questions about the future 

How scarce will energy be, 
and who will allocate it? 

Porter J. Wome/dorff, left, Manager of 
Planning, Illinois Power Company, 
was among a group of speakers who 
discussed power plant planning and 
siting during the Illinois Energy 
Conference on Electric Utilities in 
Illinois. Seated are Representative 
Daniel M. Pierce, center, a member of 
the Illinois Energy Resources 
Commission, and James H. Eddleman 
of the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives, co-chairmen of the 
session. 

A leading electric utility official has 
■ suggested six questions that 

should be asked of those persons who 
advocate energy retrenchment in our 
society. James J. O’Connor, President, 
Commonwealth Edison Company, 
posed the questions during a speech to 
participants in the Illinois Energy 
Conference on Electric Utilities in 
Illinois during September in Chicago. 

Questions O’Connor said should be 
asked included: 
• Just how scarce should energy 
be—and who will allocate it? 
• Who might be forced to reduce 
energy consumption in the event there 
is not enough energy to meet 
everybody’s needs—the large industrial 
user, the homeowner, the farmer—or 
who? 
• Just how willing would Americans 
be to trade their single-family homes 
for the energy-saving apartments the 
Swedes are living in, and are the 
Swedes happy with these units? 
• Just how would the American 
working man react to having 
labor-saving, energy-using machines 
taken away and having a pick and 
shovel put in his hands? 
• And when 20 men with hand tools 
replace the one man and his machine, 
how much will the 20 men be paid? 
• And will someone please ask those 
who allege that the U.S. energy 
industry is suppressing solar power 
because “corporations don’t own the 
sun” just why there is no solar power 
in countries where there are no 
corporations—just government? 

O’Connor was one of over 40 
Illinois and national utility and 
government leaders who spoke during 
the three-day conference, sponsored 
by the Energy Resources Center of the 

University of Illinois at Chicago Circle, 
the Illinois Energy Resources 
Commission and the Illinois Institute 

of Natural Resources. Dr. James P. 
Hartnett is Director of the Energy 
Resources Center and served as 
chairman of the conference planning 
committee. 

Among the members of the 
conference planning committee was 

. . .Consumer electric 
costs are being driven 
higher and higher by the 
standards and regulations. 

James H. Eddleman of the Association 
of Illinois Electric Cooperatives. 
Eddleman and Illinois State 
Representative Daniel M. Pierce were 
co-chairmen of the first day’s 
afternoon session on power plant 
planning and siting. 

Five persons addressed the 
conference during the discussion of 

y 

planning and siting, including Porter J. 
Womeldorff, Manager of Planning, 
Illinois Power Company; Richard J. 
Grant, Environmental Affairs 
Supervisor, Central Illinois Public 
Service Company; Martin Wagner, 
Policy Planning Division, U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency; 
Robert V. Laney, Deputy Director of 
Operations, Argonne National 
Laboratory, and Tor Kolflat, Illinois 
Energy Resources Commission. 

Grant said development of accurate 
load growth forecasts and competent 
planning and siting of power plants 
require considerable attention to 
problems caused by uncertainties, 
especially those relating to existing 
and proposed environmental standards 
and regulations. 

He added that amid all these 
uncertainties is one certainty: 
consumer electric costs are being 
driven higher and higher by the 
standards and regulations. 

Grant noted recently proposed 
federal EPA standards—New Source 
Performance Standards—which would 

14 ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS 



Fiat-Allis Demonstration Area 

Heavy equipment sales 
'built9 near Springfield 

One of the tractors at the site is the 
Model 41B, which, equipped with 
blade, cab and ripper, will weigh in at 
about 160,000 pounds, and cost in the 
neighborhood of $3 30,000. Even at 
the seemingly stiff price, Rummer 
notes, the 41 is a popular model. 

“Many of our biggest tractors go 
for coal mining or land reclamation,” 
he says, “and one coal company in 

“Many of our biggest 
tractors go for 
coal miners or 
land reclamation.” 

Pennsylvania has eight of them on 
order. Coal must really be the name of 
the game these days.” 

It is no surprise that the firm’s large 
tractors are selling well, since big 
equipment is needed to keep up with 
America’s ever-growing energy needs. 
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Just a few miles southeast of 
Springfield, tractors, scrapers and 

front-loaders roar back and forth, 
some plodding slowly and surely, 
others scurrying around like 
determined beetles. They are not 
working on a great project, and the 
earth they move from one place to 
another today may well be moved 
back tomorrow. 

The machinery works regularly at 
the Fiat-Allis Demonstration Area, and 
the primary function of the area, 
according to W. L. “Bill” Rummer, 
supervisor, demonstration areas, “is to 
generate sales.” 

“We bring in our salesmen, show 
them the equipment and tell them the 
selling points,” Rummer says, “and we 
put them on the machines to operate 
them. We don’t try to make qualified 
operators out of them, but we do want 
them to get the feel of the 
equipment.” 

Prospective customers, too, are 
brought to the site of occasion, given a 
tour of the Springfield Fiat-Allis plant 
and labs, and are treated to a display 
of the equipment at work. Rummer 
tries to keep at least one piece of 
equipment from each product line at 
the demonstration area, and there are 
some 25 pieces of equipment in the 

“All in all, it takes 
about a dozen 
people to put on a 
good formal display.” 

company’s line. 
Observers at the site sit on 

bleachers protected from the weather 
by a blue and white tent-like structure 
that also houses a product exhibit. 
One of the prime displays is a 
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Fiat-Allis' Bill Rummer, on the tractor, 
talks with Wayne Fuchs of Rural 
Electric Convenience Cooperative, 
which provides electric service to the 
heavy equipment manufacturer's 
product demonstration site. 

comparison of tractor parts, dissected 
to show the relative “beefiness” of the 
Fiat-Allis parts as compared to those 
of the competition. 

‘‘We have a couple of 
demonstration operators here, and a 
serviceman,” Rummer says, adding, 
“all in all, it takes about a dozen 
people to put on a good formal 
display.” 

The demonstration area is operated 
on some 70 acres of land leased from 
the City of Springfield, and serves as 
the summer facility. It is served by 
Rural Electric Convenience 
Cooperative Company, Auburn. 
Another site, near Phoenix, Arizona, 
gets a lot of use during the winter 
months, while a third site in Italy is in 
use nearly the year around. 

The demonstration area in Italy 
points up the international nature of 
the firm, which has plants in Italy, 
England and Brazil, as well as licensees 
in Japan, Canada and Singapore. 
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MERRY 
CHRISTMAS 
“May you have the Spirit of Christmas 

which is Peace, 
The Gladness of Christmas 

which is Hope, 
And the Heart of Christmas 

which is Love. ” 

from the Directors, Manager and Employees of 
Menard Electric Cooperative 

John Root 
Morris Bell 
Alvin Davis 
James Graff 
Hickory Hurie 
Dale Lepper 
Charles McMillan 
Howard Montgomery 
Robert Zook 
Meredith Worner 
John Knuppel 
Carl Atterberry 
Dave Atterberry 
Randy Avery 
Jim Bearden 
Alvin Bertram 
Denise Boeker 
Evalena Borchert 
Mark Bradley 
Charlie Cowin 
Margie Crawford 
Dave Crosnoe 
Terry Cutright 
Terry Entwistle 
Jessie Fricke 
Sue Freeland 

Ron Harden 
Alan Horn 
Ron Ingram 
Jim Jacobs 
Larry Kyes 
Orene Lynn 

Mr. and Mrs. David Johnson 
Jeff Lounsberry 
Phyllis McCoy 
Bill McCoy 
Evelyn McLaughlin 
Charles Meyer 
Dale Milstead 
Dan Patrick 
Ken Pfingsten 
Earl Pillsbury 
Judy Powers 
Don Riser 
Ed Rogers 
Bud Sams 
Rhonda Satorius 
Dorland Smith 
Glenn Squires 

Marcel Verreault 
John Whitehurst 
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Rights -of-Way 
Since your cooperative was first 

formed in 1936, members and 
landowners have been most 
cooperative in providing the necessary 
rights-of-way in order for our 
distribution lines to be constructed 
and maintained. Throughout the 
cooperative service area necessary 
easements have been executed and are 
a matter of record with your 
cooperative office and even today it is 
necessary to secure new rights-of-way 
from landowners as our distribution 
lines are extended to serve the needs 
of our members. 

During the past two or three years, 
your cooperative has been faced with 
increasing hazards due to the 
construction of grain bins, sheds, and 
even residences in close proximity to 
your cooperative distribution lines. In 
some cases, construction has occurred 
on the rights-of-way and even under 
the distribution lines. These electric 
lines carry 7,200 to 12,500 volts and 
are a hazard to the construction of 
and/or occupancy of buildings which 
are too close to the electric line. 

As these situations develop, your 
cooperative has been requested to 
assume total responsibility for placing 
electric lines underground, or to 
relocate the same, at the cooperative’s 
expense, which would increase the 
cost of providing you with electricity. 

In order to protect the cooperative 
and the general public from danger of 
accident and resultant liability, and to 
help hold down the cost of electricity, 
the board of directors, at its meeting 
on October 23, 1978, adopted the 
following resolution which should be 
reviewed by all cooperative members, 
particularly should they be considering 
the location of a permanent structure 
near the cooperative distribution lines. 
Your cooperation is locating 
permanent facilities so as not to 
interfere with cooperative distribution 
lines will be very much appreciated. 

Following hereto is the resolution 
referred to above for your 
information: 

“Where there is an existing 
Cooperative line and a Cooperative 
consumer or an abutting business or 
property owner, whether a 

Cooperative consumer or not, 
requests such Cooperative line and 
electrical wire to be placed 
underground or such Cooperative 
consumer, abutting business or 
property owner enlarges the use of 
his property so as to increase the 
Cooperative’s exposure to liability 
as the result of such enlarged use, 
then such underground service shall 
be provided only after the 
Cooperative consumer, abutting 
business or property owner 
obligates itself for payment of any 
expenses incurred by the 
Cooperative in providing such 
underground service. Should such 
Cooperative, consumer, abutting 
business or property owner who has 
enlarged his use of such property 
thereby increasing the Cooperative’s 

Co-op 
comments 

Evalena A. Borchert, Petersburg, 
completed 35 years of employment 
with your cooperative on December 
13. Evalena is the office manager for 
your cooperative and in addition is the 
senior employee. I am sure all of you 
join us in offering our best wishes and 
thanks to Evalena for the many years 
of service to our cooperative members. 

Alvin R. Davis, of Beardstown, 
completed 10 years of service as a 
member of the board of directors, on 
December 1. Mr. Davis is presently 
serving as president of the board of 
directors and is employed as plant 
superintendent of Fiat-Allis in 
Springfield. 

160 YEARS AGO 
On December 24, 1818, the 

assistant pastor of a church in 
Oberdorf, Austria, wrote a hymn. The 
organist was asked to write the melody 
in time for Christmas services. The 

organ was out of service (mice had 

eaten holes in the bellows) so Franz 

exposure to liability fail to become 
obligated for payment of such 
expenses within a reasonable time 
after being requested to do so, then 
the Cooperative shall undertake 
appropriate actions to enjoin or 
abate the operation of such 
Cooperative consumer, abutting 
business or property owner or the 
part thereof which has been so 
enlarged, such action to be taken 
for the purpose of decreasing the 
Cooperative’s exposure to the 
dangers of enlarged liabilities or 
exposure to suit caused by such 
hazards.” 

The above policy has been in effect 
since the inception of the Cooperative, 
except the last sentence underlined, 
which is necessary under present 
liability exposure in the courts. 

Gruber wrote a simple melody with a 
guitar, the only accompaniment. Thus 
‘‘Silent Night,” probably the world’s 
best-loved hymn, was first sung on 
Christmas Day 160 years ago. 

Congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. 
Mark Bradley on the birth of a son, 
their second child, born November 29. 
Mark is a lineman for your cooperative 
serving the Petersburg area. 

From time to time we have inquiries 
from members relative to budget 
billing. Should you be desirous of our 
quoting a level payment amount 
(budget billing) to you, please 
complete the following coupon and 
return it to: Menard Electric 
Cooperative, Box 279, Petersburg, 
Illinois 62675. We will be happy to 
provide you with this information. 

I desire information relative to budget 
billing wherein my energy payments 
would be consistent for a ten month 
period, July through April. 

Name  

Address   

Account Number 
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Retirement 
by Dunham 
closes long 
career; Buller 
is successor 
Lyle E. Dunham, whose 27 years 

( with the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives were marked by 
dedication, determination and 
unselfish contribution of time, has 
retired, ending a career of service to 
and contact with thousands of 
Illinoisans. 

The Brown County native, who 
worked five years for Adams Electrical 
Co-Operative, Camp Point, after Naval 
service during World War II, accepted a 
temporary assignment with the AIEC 
in 1951 to assemble tents, chairs, 
lighting, sound and other equipment 
for a traveling annual meeting 
“caravan” to assist many of the state’s 
electric cooperatives. Shortly after 
joining the AIEC staff as a permanent 
employee, he conceived the Illinois 
Electric Cooperative Emergency Work’ 
Plan to provide manpower, equipment 
and materials in the event of an 
emergency. (During the Spring ice 
storm, the plan was activated, saving 
valuable time in restoring service.) 

One responsibility led to another, 
and he became the AIEC’s special 
services coordinator, serving the state’s 
electric cooperatives in a variety of 
capacities—including legislative 
representative; coordinator for 
meetings, group purchases and job 
training and safety programs; beauty 
pageant director; printing supervisor, 
and Youth to Washington tour 
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director. In 1961, Dunham was named 
Director of Member Services. 

As Director of Member Services, 
Dunham worked closely with power 
use and member service personnel. His 
service at the cooperative locations 
made his name and face very familiar.' 

Throughout his career, Dunham also 
worked closely with agriculture 
groups, including the University of 
Illinois College of Agriculture. On 
several occasions, Dunham was 
honored for his service, but perhaps 
the highlight of the honors came in 
November when the Illinois Chapter of 
Gamma Sigma Delta, the Honor 
Society of Agriculture, presented him 
with its Award of Merit for 
outstanding service to agriculture in 
Illinois. Chapter President Dr. Lyle P. 
Fettig, who presented the award, cited 
him for his work to assist farmers in 
the most efficient and economical use 
of electric power, his various activities 
with the Illinois Farm Electrification 
Council and his work on behalf of the 
4-H, Future Farmers of America and 
the Illinois Young Farmers. 

Gary W. Buller, a former staff 
member of South Dakota State 
University, has succeeded Dunham. 

Buller formerly was a design and 
research engineer with the Agricultural 
Engineering Department of South 
Dakota State, Brookings, where he 
received his bachelor of science degree 

Clockwise from top left: Dr. Lyle 
Fettig, left. President of the Illinois 
Chapter of Gamma Sigma Delta, The 
Honor Society of Agriculture, 
presents the fraternity's Award of 
Merit to Lyle E. Dunham, retired 
Director of Member Services for the 
AIEC. Gary Buller, a native of South 
Dakota, is the new Director of Member 
Services. Dunham, who directed 
numerous annual meeting beauty 
pageants, poses with Nancy Hammann, 
Miss Illinois Electric Cooperatives of 
1965. 
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