
Sliding track door in rear endwall permits 
straight-thru, in-or-out access 

for big vehicles. 

High, 
wide sliding 

doors (11'3" high, 15' wide) 
provide plenty of clearance 

for motorhomes, travel trailers, etc. 

Standard-size overhead door for cars, 
boats, pick-ups, etc. 

Before you 
I buy any garage, 
workshop, or utility building.. 

HOLD EVERYTH MG 
Our Sportsman is the practical answer to that perennial question “where-am-I-going-to-put-it-all?”. Specially 

designed for people who are tired of tiying to store everything they own in a crowded, cramped garage, 

| the Sportsman has plenty of room for all the things a family just naturally IB ^LMW^UkM 
acquires over the years to make life more enjoyable. Plenty of space left I^IK WW 

I over, too, for a workshop or hobby area if you want one. Flexible SPORTSMAN 
| door arrangements—endwalls, sidewalls, or both. Why settle for H ■■■■■ ■■■ 

a garage, when you can have a Sportsman for little, if any more. U | ILI I ■ BSUPlMllPIMfKji 

V Wickes Buildings 
A Division of The Wickes Corooration 

|ILLINOIS Galesburg, Box 548 
Gilman, Box 336 
Mendota, Box 9 
Mt. Vernon, Box 1142 
Taylorville, Box 117 

INDIANA Crawfordsville, Box 41 

IOWA Dubuque, Box 1026 

(309) 342-3416 
(815) 265-7257 
(815) 539-9325 
(618) 756-2347 WISCONSIN Elkhorn, Box 127 
(217) 824-9851 

Call collect or mail coupon today 

Name  

_County_ 

_Phone_ 
IR3 



Wholesale 
Above: Deborah Hull, left, and Gail 
Williams, Farmers Mutual employees, 
assist a member during registration 
prior to the cooperative's annua! 
meeting. Near right: During a social 
hour following the annual meeting, 
members gathered for coffee and 
doughnuts. 

EMERGENCY NUMBERS 

In the event of emergency, 
members of Farmers Mutual 
Electric Company should 
contact the office in Geneseo at 
any time night or day. The 
office number is 944-4669. 

If you are unable to reach 
anyone at that number, please 
call one of the following 
number: 944-6513, 944-2747, 
944-6016 or 944-3281. 

Farmers Mutual Electric Company 
members can expect a wholesale 
power rate increase in August, and the 
increase will result in higher 
assessments. Cooperative Manager 
Edgar Arnn told members of the 
anticipated increase in costs during the 
cooperative’s annual members’ 
meeting in March. 

Arnn, making his first manager’s 
report since becoming manager of the 
cooperative last August, said the 
cooperative was involved in 
negotiations with Illinois Power 
Company (IP), its wholesale power 
supplier, and that IP had advised the 
cooperative • that there will be an 
increase in the cost of wholesale 
power. 

Arnn said he did not have any 
estimates of the increase cost of 

wholesale power but said coal costs, 
which will be higher because of the 
long coal strike, are expected to push 
the wholesale power rate even higher 
than expected. 

Cooperative President Eldon 
Larson, Geneseo, in his report, related 
the importance of the cooperative’s 
membership in Soyland Power Coop¬ 
erative. Larson said Soyland is a 
federation of 15 electric distribution 
cooperatives in Illinois and is in the 
final stages of acquiring 10.5 percent 
of the IP nuclear generating station 
under construction near Clinton in 
DeWitt County. “Becoming a part of 
Soyland is the most effective step your 
board felt could be taken to ensure a 
long-term power supply,” Larson 
added. 

During the business session, 
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Three Farmers Mutual Electric Company directors were reelected during the 
cooperative's 42nd annual members' meeting in March. Chosen again to serve on 
the board of directors were, seated from left, Wayne Colter, Geneseo, and Robert 
T. Hannon, Geneseo, and, standing left, James V. Holevoet, Atkinson. With the 
directors is Edgar Arnn, who became manager of the cooperative last August. 

sts will increase 
members reelected three directors. 
Chosen to again serve three-year terms 
were Wayne Colter, Geneseo; Robert 
T. Hannon, Geneseo, and James V. 
Holevoet, Atkinson. 

While Arnn termed the impending 
electric cost increase as the “bad 
news,” he pointed out “good news,” 
too. 

“We have made arrangements with 
the Geneseo municipal electric plant 
to supply the cooperative’s needs in 
the event of an emergency,” Arnn 
noted. He said a connection with the 
municipal system developed as a result 
of the cooperative’s need to have 
adequate supplies of electric power in 
the event of outages such as one in 
1977 caused when a plane hit a 
transmission line near Kewanee. That 
accident accounted for 25 percent of 

APRIL 1978 

the cooperative’s annual outage time 
in 1977, Arnn said. 

While his report centered on the 
increase in power costs and the 
municipal connection, Arnn stressed 
the need for energy conservation. He 
encouraged members who plan to add 
insulation and storm windows and 
doors to contact the cooperative for 
assistance and weatherization loan 
information. 

The highlight of the meeting was 
the presentation by the guest speaker, 
Dr. Thomas W. Holzberlein, a 
professor of physics at Principia 
College at Elsah in Jersey County. Dr. 
Holzberlein used a slide presentation 
entitled “Energy for the Future” to 
explain some of the problems facing 
consumers and common-sense ways to 
help reach solutions for those 

problems. 
The report of Treasurer Darwin 

Mann, Geneseo, illustrated the effect 
of wholesale power purchases on 
members’ bills. Of total revenues 
during 1977 of $600,066, purchased 
power accounted for $310,459, almost 
52 percent, he said. During the past 
year, the cooperative paid over 
$37,000 in taxes, and operating 
margins were $61,317, he said. 

Following the members’ meeting, 
the board of directors reorganized and 
reelected its officers: Larson, 
president; Donald R. Plumley, 
Geneseo, vice president, and Darwin 
Mann, Geneseo, secretary-treasurer. 
Other directors are: Darwin Knudtson, 
Geneseo; Paul Mallinson, Geneseo, and 
Edward Storm, Geneseo. 
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SOYLAND CLINTON 
PARTNERSHIP 
(Continued from page 9.) 

megawatts (mw) of power from the 

Clinton station in 1982, another 
lOOmw in 1986 from a joint 

coal-fired venture and completion of 

Soyland’s own plant in 1987. 

Following the officers’ reports, 30 
persons were elected to represent the 

15 cooperatives of Soyland’s board of 

Directors. Chosen were: Stanley N. 

Huffman, Flora, and William L. 

Stanford, Flora, Clay Electric 

Co-operative; Robert W. Vander 
Pluym, Breese, and Irvin W. Wessel, 

Centralia, Clinton County Electric 

Cooperative; William D. Champion, 

Gays, and C. E. Ferguson, Mattoon, 

Coles-Moultrie Electric Cooperative; 
G. V. Beer, Bloomington, and 

Frank L. Simpson, Farmer City, Corn 

Belt Electric Cooperative; G. N. 

Hodge, Milford, and Dennis L. 

Tachick, Paxton, Eastern Illinois 

Power Cooperative; Maurice Johnson, 

Paris, and Byron G. McCoy, Paris, 

Edgar Electric Co-operative 

Association; Edgar G. Arnn, Geneseo, 
and Paul Mallinson, Geneseo, Farmers 

Mutual Electric Company; James F. 

Beatty, Philo, and Walter R. Smith, 

Champaign, Illini Electric Cooperative; 
Roy E. Horton, Princeton, and M. M. 

Jontz, Princeton, Illinois Valley 

Electric Cooperative; Robert E. 

Pendell, Macomb, and Lyndall Pigg, 

Bushnell, McDonough Power 
Cooperative; Joseph Fellin, Waterloo, 
and Preston Mosbacher, Prairie du 

R ocher, Monroe County Electric 

Co-Operative; L. Eugene Boldt, 
Stewardson, and William E. LeCrone, 

Shelbyville, Shelby Electric 
Cooperative; Jack A. Compton, 

Greenville, and Donald F. Sanders, 

Ramsey, Southwestern Electric 

Cooperative; D. E. Hanes, Mt. Vernon, 

and Allen Sisk, Mt. Vernon, 

Tri-County Electric Cooperative; and 

Bill Endicott, Fairfield, and Evans C. 

Williams, McLeansboro, Wayne-White 

Counties Electric Cooperative. 

During the board’s reorganization 

meeting, Smith was reelected 

president; Compton, vice president; 

Tachick, secretary-treasurer, and 

Champion, assistant 

secretary-treasurer. 
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This is a catalog of almost 
400varieties and assortments 

of fruit trees, shade trees 
and plants. It’s also a 

planting and growing guide. 
Free from Stark Bro’s. 

* 
Grow full-size, tull-fla- 
vored fruit on trees that 
grow only 8- to 10-feet high. 
Stark Bro's special dwarf¬ 
ing procedure affects only 
tree size. Fruit is often big¬ 
ger than regular trees. Trees 
yield usually within just two 
years after planting. 

"I’m enclosing pictures 
of a dwarf Starking Deli¬ 
cious Peach Tree we pur¬ 
chased in March of last year 
which bore 75 beautiful 
peaches this July. With the 
past success we have had 
with your trees we are 
proud to say that they are 
'Stark Bro's Trees'." 

Mr. Ervin Huebner 
Columbia, Illinois 

Award-winning roses. 23 
different varieties of hybrid 
tea floribunda and climbing 
roses. Many patented vari¬ 
eties like those from the 
famous gardens of Delbard- 
Chabert. And many other 
exclusives available only 
from Stark Bro's. 

Special section on heavy- 
yielding, early-ripening fruit 
trees with high resistance 
ratings. Ideal varieties for 
organic gardeners. 

Have 12 weeks of fresh fruit in a 10-ft. 
x 20-ft. area of your backyard. Grow 

full - size apples, 
peaches, pears, nec¬ 
tarines in a "postage 
stamp” orchard of 
dwarf-size trees. 

Satisfied Customer Writes: 

the Starkspur Golden Delicious and 
Starkrimson Delicious were loaded this 
year-some apples weighed more than 
3/4-lb I’m extremely happy that I se¬ 
lected Stark Trees...“ 

Flynn H. Bach 
Pryse, Kentucky 

The description with each 
variety in the catalog tells 
you what to expect from 
what you grow. And each 
description tells you in 
which zones the variety 
grows best. We’ve included 
an easy-to-follow Zone 
Map. 

The famous Luther Bur¬ 
bank selected Stark Bro's to 
continue his important ex¬ 
periments. We pass the re¬ 
sults of his research onto 
you through the superior 
varieties we offer. 

Walnuts, hickory nuts, but¬ 
ternuts, chestnuts, pecans, 
on your own trees. Make 
delicious pies or dessert top¬ 
pings. 
Pick fresh ber¬ 
ries in your yard. 
Stark Bro’s ro¬ 
bust berry plants 
make growing 
easy and fun. Catalog fea¬ 
tures healthy, heavy-bear¬ 
ing. certified strawberry 
plants, delicious raspber¬ 
ries, blueberries, and black¬ 
berries. 

Stark Bro’s. Box A10398,Louisiana. Missouri 63353 
™ ■■ i 
Stark Bro’s Nurseries,Box A10398,Louisiana, Missouri 63353 

New Free Catalog 
Features almost 400 varieties and assortments of fruit trees, 
shrubs, roses, nut trees, shade trees, bulbs, and other nursery 
stock for the home gardener. Use this coupon and send for 
yours today. 

(Please Print) 
Mr. 
Mrs. 
Miss   

I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 

| Address. 

I City  

| State  .Zip. 
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Across the 
Manager’s desk 

By the end of this month, you 
should have received new billing sheets 
showing new rates which are effective 
October 1. The new rates reflect 

additional 
cooperative expenses 
resulting from an 
increase in the cost 
of wholesale power 
by our supplier, 
Illinois Power 
Company (IP). 

The new rates will 
Edgar Arnn increase the average 

member’s bill by 15.3 percent. 

As a member of the negotiating 
subcommittee which spent many long 
hours with IP representatives, I can tell 
you that the final agreement on 
wholesale power costs is considerably 
less than the original proposal by IP. 

Also, Farmers Mutual is not the 
only cooperative involved in the rate 
increase. In all, the rate increase for 
wholesale power will affect 15 
cooperatives in Illinois. 

In a departure from past annual 
wholesale power agreements, this 
year’s agreement is for a different time 
period. Previously the rate negotiated 
was for a period of time beginning 
August 1 and ending July 31. During 
talks with IP, the subcommittee was 
successful in moving the effective date 

to October 1 from the usual August 1, 
allowing for a two-month delay in the 
rate increase. In addition, the new 
agreement calls for a moratorium on 
rate increases until December 31, 
1979. Where previous agreements were 
for 12-month periods, this one is for 
15 months. The two-month delay in 
implementation of the new rates along 
with the three-month extended rate 
period duration means an additional 
12 

wholesale power savings compared to 
previous contract agreements. The net 
effect of the two-month rate charge 
delay and the extended rate period is a 
smaller rate of increase for our power 
costs. 

The new rates will include estimated 
generating fuel cost increases. This is 
necessary because of the significant 
increases in fuel costs, this year 

especially. Due to the sharp increases 
in the cost of coal during and after the 
coal strike, the wholesale power cost 
adjustment charges (which do not 
show up on your bills) to Farmers 
Mutual are very near $70,000 for this 
calendar year. These charges are for 
fuel costs above those established in 
the purchase agreement. Many 
cooperatives add a wholesale power 
cost adjustment to members’ monthly 
assessments. At Farmers Mutual, 
because of our self-billing procedure, it 
is inconvenient to adopt such a billing 
procedure. 

Your board has worked closely with 
IP to develop as accurate an estimate 
as possible for the anticipated fuel 
cost. And, the increase in the rates 
covers only the purchased power costs 
of your system. 

The ‘ratchet’ 
While we are discussing power costs, 

it is a good time to discuss the 
cooperative’s demand charge. Your 
bills show a monthly kilowatt-hour 
usage total and an appropriate charge 
for that particular amount of 
consumption. However, a large portion 

of the cooperative’s purchased power 
expense is the charge for what is called 
electric power demand. 

On the facing page, you will note an 
article dealing with “peak awareness.” 
The top of the peak is the highest 
daily demand of the total Farmers 
Mutual system. At Farmers Mutual, 
that peak demand occurs between 6 
and 10 p.m. 

An important condition of the 
contract with IP for wholesale power 
is what is called the “ratchet” clause. 
In effect, it calls for the cooperative to 
pay a demand charge monthly that is 
at least 75 percent of the highest 
15-minute demand of the cooperative 
system during the summer. In 1977, 
your cooperative had a peak demand 
of 4,952 kilowatts to establish that in 
each of the 12 months of the 
just-completed contract period the 
cooperative was charged at least 75 
percent of that brief demand, 
regardless of whether the actual 
demand was lower. 

This past summer, partially because 
of the weather and perhaps more 
importantly because of members’ 
efforts, our demand peak for that 
15-minute period was noticeably 
lower. By reducing, or flattening, the 
peak, your cooperative was able to 
establish a lower ratchet figure, or 
minimum demand, charge each month. 
When you consider that the demand 
charges amount to about 42 percent of 
our purchased power bill, you can see 
that the effort to move consumption 
to off-peak hours can save 
considerably. 

EMERGENCY NUMBERS 

In the event of emergency, 
members of Farmers Mutual 
Electric Company should 
contact the office in Geneseo at 
any time night or day. The 
office number is 944-4669. 

If you are unable to reach 
anyone at that number, please 
call one of the following 
numbers: 944-6513, 944-2747, 
944-6016 or 944-3281. 
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Do You Have ‘PEAK’ Awareness? 
In the course of an average day, 

Farmers Mutual Electric Company 
member-consumers’ electric usage 
follows a path similar to that of most 
other electric cooperatives. 

As people wake up and prepare for 
the day, electric power consumption 
increases sharply following a period 
during the late evening and early 
morning when usage is quite low. As 
businesses open and as farmers and 
housewives begin their daily chores, 
the surge in electric consumption 
continues upward. 

Your cooperative is headed for the 
first of two daily “peaks.” About 
midmorning, when breakfast is 
completed, dishes washed, the 
morning washer and dryer loads are 
through and buildings have been 
cooled or heated from the night 
before, the usage level will diminish. 

Then, beginning about 3 or 4,p.m. 
as people return home from work or 
school and increase heat or cooling 
and start preparation of dinner, the 
second peak—and the highest—is 
reached. 

The accompanying graph shows the 
approximate peak usage periods for 
your cooperative. The greatest occurs 
between 6 and 10 p.m. As you can 

see, there are two times a day when 
consumer demand for electric power is 
highest. 

It is an awareness of this high 
demand—we call it peak 
awareness—that has become a vital 
element in helping hold down electric 
power cost increases. 

Here’s the point. Electric 
cooperatives, including Farmers 
Mutual, must provide electric power 
capacity to meet the highest peaks, 
regardless of any average consumption 
that may occur during a particular 
day. There must be sufficient power to 
meet the greatest electric power 
demand of Farmers Mutual members. 
The alternative may be brownouts or 
blackouts. Across the country electric 
power demand and peaks increase. 

As members of Farmers Mutual 
Electric Company, you can exercise 
some control over the possibility of 
brownouts or blackouts that may 
result from too high a peak. 

This is where peak awareness comes 
in. Here is what you can do: 
• Shift some of your electrical use to 
off-peak hours. 
• Avoid washing and drying clothes or 
dishes until later at night. 
• Turn off your air conditioner during 
peak hours. 
• Postpone using major appliances 
until off-peak times. 

By lowering your peak power use, 
you make more efficient use of the 
electric generating capacity we now 
have and delay the need for more 
generating capacity. 

Farmers Mutual Employees 

Rita Blaser 

One of the first employees many of 
Farmers Mutual members see when 
they enter the building or talk with 
when they call is Rita Blaser, 
receptionist. 

A June graduate of Geneseo High 
School, Rita worked part time at the 
SEPTEMBER 1978 

Mark Nordstrom 

cooperative headquarters during her 
senior year. Now she is working full 
time and says the best part of her job 
is greeting and assisting consumers. 

The daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert Blaser, Geneseo, Rita will be 
18 in October. 

Rita has put a considerable amount 
of planning and preparation into her 
career, even though it is only a year 
old. 

Mark Nordstrom, a 19-year-old 
Augustana College student, has just 
completed his second summer of 
employment as a groundman with 
your cooperative. 

A sophomore at the Rock Island 
college, Mark is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Ralph Nordstrom, Geneseo, and 
went to work for your cooperative 
after graduation at Geneseo High 
School. 

As a student at Geneseo High he 
excelled as a student and as a runner. 
He set several school records and 
earned three letters in varsity track 
and four in cross country. Now he is a 
member of the Augustana College 
cross country team. 

13 



50 YARDS LACE $1.45 
LACE — LACE — LACE ... SO yards of Lace 
In delightful patterns. Edgings, insertions, etc. 
Assorted beautiful designs, colors and widths. 
Pieces at least 10 yards in length — none smaller. 
Marvelous for dresses, pillow cases, etc. Terrific as 
hem facing on new double knit fabrics. Only $1.45 
plus 50c pstg., double order $2.79 plus 85c pstg. 
Satisfaction guaranteed! 

FREE with lace 50 BUTTONS! 
50 New, High Quality Buttons. Assorted colors, sizes 
and shapes. Sent FREE with each lace order. Please 
allow up to 6 weeks for delivery 
LACE LADY DEPT. LN—995 
315 No. 10th St. St. Louis, Mo. 63101 

FALL SPECIAL 

$284.95 
Compare at 
$529.95 

And Save $ $ $ 

New 
1978 
models 
One full 
year warranty. 

26" Mower Deck 

THE CONTINENTAL 
MARK VII 

MANUFACTURER TO YOU 
Over 3,000 Big, PowerfulS H.P. Briggs & Stratton 
Mark VII Riders, featuring a bigger cut Fully assembled 
in crates, delivered free. Dozier blade & grass catcher 
available. We are not a Mfg. Sales Co. selling other 
Co's, products, we are the manufacturer. Order now 
or send for free brochure while they last! Write .... 

CONTINENTAL MFG. DEPTJRE 
3205 E. Abrams St.-Arlington, Tx 76010 

Phone: 817-640-1198 

30x36x8 FRAMED OPENING INC. $2,995 
40x42x8 STEEL I-BEAM CONSTR. $3 905 
Eave height of buildings may be from 6' to 24' 

SPECIAL PRODUCTION 
DISCOUNTS 

Call for schedule placement. 
AGRICULTURE 

30x48x12 $2,782 
40x48x14 FRAMED 

$3,787 
40x72x14 OPENING INC. $4,776 
48x96x14 STEEL 1 BEAM 

CONSTRUCTION 
$6,888 

48x120x14 $8,493 
60x108x15 PEAKED ROOF $9,999 

Available in buildings 50 to 100 wide 
sliding doors up to 30 wide. 

Kodacolor 
FILM PROCESSING 

LIMIT 
TWO ROLLS 
WITH THIS 

AD 

LUKECART PHOTO 
P O Box 1386 

Sioux Falls, South Dakota 57101 

IMMEDIATE 
LOW-COST 

FINANCING 
AVAILABLE 

ON EVERY¬ 
THING WE 

FURNISH AND 
DO. NO 

CLOSING OR 
HIDDEN COSTS. 

Save $ on a home of your 
own...Now of the lowest 

possible price! 

PRESIDENT 
HOMES 

A Division of Horvey Builders, Inc. 

CUSTOM BUILT PRE-CUT HOMES 
WRITE FOR YOUR LOCAL 

ILLINOIS PRESIDENT 

HOMES REPRESENTATIVE 

AGRICULTURE - COMMERCIAL 

70x125x14 $13,978 
Buildings 24-100 wide, any length, 

any height, low profile or peak, 
straight, or slant W. Financing — Leasing Available 

*Snow and wind loading requirements in certain areas may affect advertised prices 

FACTORY LOCATIONS: PENNSYLVANIA, OHIO, INDIANA, IOWA, WISCONSIN - F.O.B 

PLEASE CALL US FOR 

PRICE GUARANTEES 

CALL COLLECT  . . 517 263-8474 

CALLT0LL FREE 
IN MICH  . . 800-292-0033 

i CALLT0LLFREE 
L OUTSIDE MICH  . . . 800-248 0065 

FREE COLOR CATALOG 

MAIL TO: 
| PRESIDENT HOMES, DEPT. 2-78 I 

4808 NO. ULAC DR. 
| MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55429 (612) 537-0622 | 

Please send catalog to: 

SAVE $•SEND COUPON TODAY! 
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If Ruptured 
TRY THIS OUT 

Modem Protection Provides Great 
Comfort and Holding Security 

An “eye-opening” revelation in sensi¬ 
ble and comfortable reducible rupture 
protection may be yours for the asking, 
without cost or obligation. Full details 
of the new and different Rice Support 
will be sent you Free. Here’s a Support 
that has brought joy and comfort to 
thousands—by releasing them from 
Trusses that bind and cut. Designed to 
securely hold a rupture up and in where 
it belongs and yet give freedom of body 
and genuine comfort. For full informa¬ 
tion—write today! WILLIAM S. RICE, 
Iiitt, ADAMS, N. Y„ 13605 DEPT. Q-ir 

IMMEDIATE 
LOW-COST 

FINANCING 
AVAILABLE 

ON EVERY¬ 
THING WE 

FURNISH AND 
DO. NO 

CLOSING OR 
HIDDEN COSTS. 

Save $ on a home of your 
own...Now or the lowest 

possible price! 

PRESIDENT 
HOMES 

A Division of Harvey Builders, Inc. 

CUSTOM BUILT PRE-CUT HOMES 
WRITE FOR YOUR LOCAL 

ILLINOIS PRESIDENT 
HOMES REPRESENTATIVE 

FREE COLOR CATALOG 
r i 

MAIL TO: 
1 PRESIDENT HOMES, DEPT. 2-78 I 

4808 NO. LILAC DR. 
| MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55429 (612) 507-3622 | 

Please send catalog ro: 

I Name  ■ 

| Address  

City State  

| Zip Phone   

We would like to be in our new home 

I by  

□ I cwn a lor □ I con get Q lof, L 3Q 

SAVE $ • SEND COUPON TODAY! 

EXCELLENCE 
in Soil, Water and 
Natural Resource 

Conservation Work. 
Look for the LICA Decal 

50 YARDS LACE $1.45 
LACE — LACE — LACE ... 50 yards of Lace 
In delightful patterns. Edgings, insertions, etc. 
Assorted beautiful designs, colors and widths. 
Pieces at least 10 yards in length — none smaller. 
Marvelous for dresses, pillow cases, etc. Terrific as 
hem facing on new double Knit fabrics. Only 51.45 
plus 50c pstg., double order $2.79 plus 85c pstg. 
Satisfaction guaranteed! 

FREE with lace 50 BUTTONS! 
50 New, High Quality Buttons. Assorted colors, sizes 
and shapes. Sent FREE with each lace order. Please 
allow up to 6 weeks for delivery. 
LACE LADY DEPT. LN-997 
315 No. 10th St. St. Louis, Mo. 63101 

RUPTURE AGONY 
DISAPPEARS . . 

WHEN you slip into 
a Brooks Appliance! 
Your reducible rup¬ 
ture will be held in 
securely, yet gently, 
night and day. Send for our free booklet now. 
BROOKS CO., Dept. 376, Marshall, Mich. 49068 

HEARING AIDS 
SAVE $200 

AII-in-the-Ear Aid will help 
you hear and understand! 
Try 30 days before you buy! 
No salesman. Free catalog! 

RHODES, Dept. 109-v Brookport, ILL 62910 

IF* LIFETIME 
TANK COATINGS 

Stop all leaks in steel and 
concrete — Prevent rust forever. 
Roof coatings for tar paper, 
composition and cedar shingles, 
and metal buildings. Anyone cpn 
apply all coatings. 

Fix it once and forget it. This is 
our 28th year. Let us send you 
complete information 

VIRDEN PERMA-BILT CO. 
E!ox 71601 N Ph.806-352-2761 

2821 Mays St. 
Amarillo, Texas 79109 

* * * * * ** 

SPACE-AGE MEET SHEET 

KEEPS YOU WARM 
WITHOUT ELECTRICITY 

• NO WIRES! 
• NO OPERATING COSTS! 

only $898
 *»> 

A space-age "miracle!" Made of Thermalfab. . . the 
super-effective insulating material developed to protect 
astronauts in the incredible cold of outer space! 
You sleep on it — not under it. Just place the incredible 
MEET SHEET between your mattress and bottom sheet 
INSTANTLY, it retains and reflects your own body heat 
right back to you . keeps you cozy and warm as an 
electric blanket without a single watt of electricity! And 
you stay warm all night with your thermostat turned down; 
you can save plenty on heating bills. Lets you use lighter- 
weight blankets too — so you awake relaxed and refreshed 
SPACE-AGE MEET SHEET is 100% safe, lightweight and 

YOUR OWN REFLECTED BODY 
HEAT KEEPS YOU COZY! 

MEET SHEET' 

BOX SPRING 

portable. Never gets dirty ... the special heat-reflecti 
fabric is stain resistant too, so it even doubles as 
mattress pad 
Order one for every bed in your house (special savings 
extras) If not delighted, return within 14 days for refu 

(except postage & handling). MAIL COUPON TODAY! 
© 1977 American Consumer Inc . Caroline Rr) , Phila , PA 191 

Caroline Road, Philadelphia, PA 19176 
Yes! Please send me the SPACE AGE HEET SHEET(S) 
ordered below: 
   (#009) TWIN-SIZE only $8.98 each (2 for $16 98) 
_ _ (#0t7) DOUBLE-SIZE only $9 98 each (2 for 

$18.98) 
_ J. (#025) KING-SIZE only $1198 each (2 for 

$22.98) 
Please add $1 postage & handling for one Sheet. $1 50 
for two, $3 for four. 
If after receiving my order I'm not delighted, I may re¬ 
turn it within 14 days for refund (except postage & 
handling). 
8558 

Amount enclosed $ PA residents add 6% sales 
tax Check or money order, no CODs please 
CHARGE IT: (check one) Exp. Date  —   
□ BankAmericard/Visa □ American Express 
□ Master Charge Bank Number  

Credit Card #  

Name 

Apt # 

City State Zip 
Canadian Customers please send orders to: Mail Store Ltd 
Dept. HSH, 312 Rexdale Blvd. Toronto, Ontario M9W1R6 

(Ontario & Quebec residents add sales tax) 

 MAIL NO-RISK COUPON TODAY 
AMERICAN CONSUMER, Dept. HSH-134 
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Across the 
Manager’s desk 

Your cooperative lost one of its 
most capable leaders in a farming 
accident on October 10. Donald 
Plumley, 39, vice president of FMEC’S 
board of directors, was killed in a 

tragic tractor 
accident. 

Funeral services 
were held October 
13. He is survived by 
his wife, Judy Lewis 
Plumley; a son, 
Duane; a daughter, 
Janeen; his parents, 

Edgar G. Amn two brothers and a 
sister. 

Don held the office of vice 
president since 1973, following his 
election to the board in 1970. The 
board and employees mourn his 
passing. 

* * * 

Ogden Chamberlain died following a 
heart attack suffered on the golf 
course. He has been associated with 
this cooperative for many years as 
legal counsel, following its develop¬ 
ment and achievements with 
considerable interest. The board plans 
to continue to retain the firm of 
Chamberlain and Nash. 

* * * 

A 15 percent retail rate adjustment 
was adopted by the board to become 
effective on October 1. This was 
necessary since the cost of wholesale 
power has also been increased. It is 
estimated that this will also meet the 
monthly cost-of-power adjustments. 
These have been coming along each 
month although they were not passed 
on to you members. This has averaged 
about $5 per member each month for 
the past 15 months. 

* # * 

This also marked the completion of 

the collection of information for the 
next two-year work plan. This will 
provide the basis for loan requirements 
from REA and CFC. 

FMEC is a member of Soyland, one 
of three generation and transmission 
cooperatives serving the distribution 
cooperatives in Illinois. This month 
the $123-million loan was signed for 
purchase of a part of the nuclear 
Clinton Power Station. The first 
portion to be delivered amounts to 
$62-million. Money borrowed earlier 
on short-term basis must be repaid to 
CFC. It was necessary for Soyland to 
borrow from this source until the REA 
loan could be processed and approved. 

CFC —National Rural Utilities 
Cooperative Finance Corporation, is 
an independent, self-help credit 
institution, created by its member 
rural systems to provide supplemental 
financing for the rural electrification 
program. Incorporated in 1969, it is a 
nonprofit cooperative organization. 

Each year Farmers Mutual Electric 
Company secures a 12-month line of 
credit from CFC to assure a readily 
available source of immediate funds 
for emergencies such as that caused in 
Central Illinois by the ice storms last 
year. 

♦ * * 

Three-phase service to the Warren 
Carton farm was completed. He has 
used a phase converter supplied by 
FMEC for several years. This is a 
method adopted by your board to 
permit members to buy and use three- 
phase motors and equipment served by 
an existing single-phase line. He plans 
to have about 55 connected horse¬ 
power for his expanded dryer 
installation. 

* # * 

Charles Ashley has also had a phase 
converter delivered for use with his 
new grain-drying installation. He chose 

to have all the wires to the various 
buildings placed underground- 

including the primary line serving the 
farm—he thoughtit much safer and it 
provides free movement of elevators 
and equipment about the new bin. 

* * * 

Reuben De Smith has installed a 
large grain bin. He chose to use 
single-phase equipment since the rate 
is about 12 percent less than the 
three-phase “BC” rate required with 
phase converters. An important factor 
also in his case was the possibility for 
further expansion, since this is a 
remote location. Here, also, the service 
wires were placed underground. To 
reduce cost of installation and add 
convenience, the meter was placed 
directly on the bin. 

♦ * * 

CFC has announced that collateral 
trust bonds Series E-l are now 
available to members of FMEC which 
pay up to 8.6 percent annually. We 
have copies of the prospectus in the 
office for your consideration. 

* * * 

In commemoration of Coop Month 
the seven Henry County cooperatives 
purchased the grand champion steer at 
the 31st annual Henry County Junior 
Market Steer Show and Sale held at 
Atkinson. 

The 1,320-pound steer, shown and 
owned by Dennis Dwyer of rural 
Atkinson, sold for 91 cents per pound. 

These seven cooperatives have a net 
worth of $ 17-million. Their their total 
gross sales exceeds $85-million. They 
employ 142 full-time persons and are 
controlled by 53 local farmers serving 
on policy formulating boards of 
directors. The cooperatives 
participating were Farmers Mutual 
Electric Company, Farmers 
Cooperative Elevator, Henry County 
Service Company, Kewanee PCA, 
Co-op Gas and Oil, Galva Cooperative 
Grain and Supply Company and 
Federal Land Bank Association. 
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Above, Neil Fuller shows glass fiber 
insulation in the ceiling of the Fullers' 
new home. Above right, Fuller and 
FMEC Manager Edgar Arnn look over 
B lack hawk Foundation Company's 

new addition. Lower right, the Fullers 
and Arnn discuss the new home. 

New Home 
For the Neil Fuller family, moving 

into their new home means a change 
of location, more living area, new 
conveniences and, perhaps most 
important, weatherization to make the 
new structure an efficient energy user. 

The Fullers’ new home, which Neil 
contracted himself, features up-to-date 
materials and insulation technology to 
help his family make wise use of 
electric power from Farmers Mutual 
Electric Company. 

While they “subbed” out a 
considerable amount of the work, the 
Fullers helped reduce their 
construction costs by doing a good 
deal of the work. 

That included placing two six-inch 
glass fiber insulation batts in the 
ceiling to provide R-38 insulation. The 
sidewall insulation includes standard 
3Vi-inch glass fiber batts plus foam 
board sheathing. This provides for 
walls rated about R-19, nearly twice 
the R-value of the batts alone. 

(Effectiveness of insulation material 

is measured in R-values. The higher the 
R-value, the greater the insulation 
NOVEMBER 1978 

Is Designed For Efficiency 
capability of a particular material.) 

Window area of the home is double 
glazed and basement walls are 
insulated. 

Combustion air for the homes’ two 
fireplaces is brought in by special vents 
from outside to avoid drawing air from 
inside the home. 

Fuller is installing two heat pumps. 
His interest in making efficient use of 
electricity wasn’t developed just 
during the planning of his new home. 
He is a partner, along with John Laue 
and Larry Schrof, in Blackhawk 
Foundation Company, a firm which 
has its energy-efficient service and 
maintenance facility on FMEC lines 
north of Geneseo. 

Blackhawk provides caisson 

foundation services for construction 
projects in a 400-mile radius of 
Geneseo. The Geneseo facility, which 
employs about 30 of the firm’s 
approximately 50 employees, recently 
underwent an expansion that 
effectively doubled the square footage 
under roof. 

At the Geneseo site, Blackhawk 

keeps a fleet of nine 35-ton crawler 
cranes, six over-the-road tractors and 
trailers and four truck-mounted 
drilling units in condition to meet the 
company’s needs. 

The biggest caisson work Blackhawk 
has done was for a meat processor in 
Davenport, Iowa. There the firm’s 
work involved caissons six feet in 
diameter, 50 feet deep to bedrock 
Projects near Geneseo include 
interstate bridges near Moline. 

In addition to the electric demands 
of providing service and maintenance 
for the fleet of Blackhawk equipment, 
the company’s welding operation 
draws heavily on electricity. Fuller 
said much of the welding involved 
resurfacing of augers. 

Blackhawk has been in Geneseo 

since 1963, and at the present building 
since 1964. 

Blackhawk was established in St. 

Charles (Kane County) by Laue and 
John Dornfeld in 1962. Fuller joined 
the firm in 1970 and Schroff in 1971. 
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Questions about the future 

How scarce will energy be, 
and who will allocate it? 

Porter J. Womeldorff, left, Manager of 
Planning, Illinois Power Company, 
was among a group of speakers who 
discussed power plant planning and 
siting during the Illinois Energy 
Conference on Electric Utilities in 
Illinois. Seated are Representative 
Daniel M. Pierce, center, a member of 
the Illinois Energy Resources 
Commission, and James H. Eddleman 
of the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives, co-chairmen of the 
session. 

A leading electric utility official has 
. suggested six questions that 

should be asked of those persons who 
advocate energy retrenchment in our 
society. James J. O’Connor, President, 
Commonwealth Edison Company, 
posed the questions during a speech to 
participants in the Illinois Energy 
Conference on Electric Utilities in 
Illinois during September in Chicago. 

Questions O’Connor said should be 
asked included: 
• Just how scarce should energy 
be—and who will allocate it? 
• Who might be forced to reduce 
energy consumption in the event there 
is not enough energy to meet 
everybody’s needs—the large industrial 
user, the homeowner, the farmer—or 
who? 
• Just how willing would Americans 
be to trade their single-family homes 
for the energy-saving apartments the 
Swedes are living in, and are the 
Swedes happy with these units? 
• Just how would the American 
working man react to having 
labor-saving, energy-using machines 
taken away and having a pick and 
shovel put in his hands? 
• And when 20 men with hand tools 
replace the one man and his machine, 
how much will the 20 men be paid? 
• And will someone please ask those 
who allege that the U.S. energy 
industry is suppressing solar power 
because “corporations don’t own the 
sun” just why there is no solar power 
in countries where there are no 
corporations—just government? 

O’Connor was one of over 40 
Illinois and national utility and 
government leaders who spoke during 
the three-day conference, sponsored 
by the Energy Resources Center of the 

University of Illinois at Chicago Circle, 
the Illinois Energy Resources 
Commission and the Illinois Institute 
of Natural Resources. Dr. James P. 
Hartnett is Director of the Energy 
Resources Center and served as 
chairman of the conference planning 
committee. 

Among the members of the 
conference planning committee was 

. . .Consumer electric 
costs are being driven 
higher and higher by the 
standards and regulations. 

James H. Eddleman of the Association 
of Illinois Electric Cooperatives. 
Eddleman and Illinois State 
Representative Daniel M. Pierce were 
co-chairmen of the first day’s 
afternoon session on power plant 
planning and siting. 

Five persons addressed the 
conference during the discussion of 

% 

planning and siting, including Porter J. 
Womeldorff, Manager of Planning, 
Illinois Power Company; Richard J. 
Grant, Environmental Affairs 
Supervisor, Central Illinois Public 
Service Company; Martin Wagner, 
Policy Planning Division, U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency; 
Robert V. Laney, Deputy Director of 
Operations, Argonne National 
Laboratory, and Tor Kolflat, Illinois 
Energy Resources Commission. 

Grant said development of accurate 
load growth forecasts and competent 
planning and siting of power plants 
require considerable attention to 
problems caused by uncertainties, 
especially those relating to existing 
and proposed environmental standards 
and regulations. 

He added that amid all these 
uncertainties is one certainty: 
consumer electric costs are being 
driven higher and higher by the 
standards and regulations. 

Grant noted recently proposed 
federal EPA standards—New Source 
Performance Standards—which would 
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