
Dale King: 

4H’er 
wilh a 
"heart’ 

(continued from page 6) 

“We run preventative maintenance 
on the equipment based on a planning 
schedule we keep. We perform safety 
tests to ensure patients’ safety. Most 
of the tests are performed on a 
monthly basis,” he said. 

King’s schedule is a 40-hour week, 
Monday through Friday, 7 a.m. until 
3:30 p.m. That’s the basic week. The 
nature of the work and King’s sense of 
responsibility make it a 24-hour job. 
“I’m on call 24 hours,” he said. “Some 
days I am here much later than 3:30. 

“I have one class during the daytime 
and the hospital lets me take off an 
hour for it. Then I make up the time 
by working extra,” he said. 

He carries a class load of seven 
hours at John Woods and does the 
CREI studying in what other time he 
has available. 

How did King land his job? 
During King’s senior year in high 

school, Mike Sullivan, then the bio¬ 
medical engineer at Blessing, spoke to 
seniors at Quincy High. “I was trying 
to determine which area of electricity 
and electronics I wanted to enter. 
Mike told the seniors he was looking 
for an assistant. I applied and went to 
work in March of 1975. In June, Mike 
left the hospital for another job. 
That’s when I became head of the 
department,” King explained. 

Before going to work for Blessing, 
King worked for Richards Electric 
Motor Co. in Quincy, repairing and 
rewinding motors and generators. 

The study at John Woods and CREI 
will lead to a bachelor’s degree, King 
said. He then plans to gain certi¬ 
fication as a biomedical engineer. 

NEW LOW 

Model No. 50P70 

50' X 70' (13'3" Clearance) 

Model No. 42P60 

42' X 60' (13'3" Clearance) 

Model No. 30P40 

30' X 40' ( 9'3" Clearance) 

Model No. 3816P60 

54' X 60' (13'3" Clearance) 

All building lengths expandable 
in 20' increments 

ON OUR FOUR 
MOST POPULAR 
BUILDINGS! 
Four popular farm buildings in the sizes farmers 
want most. Pre-engineered to Wickes high 
quality standards, and reduced in price to 
pass along the big savings now possible with 
new advanced construction methods. Like all 
Wickes buildings, they’re backed by our repu¬ 
tation for dependability and economy, and the 
low package prices include prompt erection 
on your land by skilled Wickes crews. 

NEW ADVANCED 
CONSTRUCTION 
METHODS. 
Reduce labor costs at the job site. 

COLORS GALORE Seven beautiful new 
farmstead siding colors. Seven contrasting 
trim colors! 
STRONGEST WARRANTY 5-year warranty 
on all materials and workmanship. 30-year 
warranty on roof leaks due to corrosion. 

w Wickes Buildings 
A Division of The Wickes Corporation 

Illinois 
Call Collect or Mail Coupon Today 

Name 

Galesburg, Box 548 (309) 342-3416 AHrlress 

Mendota, Box 9 (815) 539-9325 Tnurn 
Gilman, Box 336 (815) 265-7257 

("■.minty 
Mt. Vernon, Box 1142 

Taylorville, Box 117 

(618) 756-2347 
State Zip 

(217) 824-9851 
Phone 

IFU56 
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Current 
Comments 

Last issue I mentioned that only 
about four percent of the members 
would attend the annual meeting and 
made a plea for a larger turnout. 

Apparently some of 
you read my 
message (at least I 
want to think so) 
and almost five per¬ 
cent of you turned 
out. That’s great- 
let’s shoot for six 
percent next year. 

The weather was 
very pleasant, Captain Stubby was 
humorous, the reports were short, the 
food delicious and the prizes were 
adequate. But most important of all 
we (your employees) had a chance to 
visit with a great many of you. Some 
of you had questions, requests, and 
comments. That’s what an annual 
meeting is all about. 

Attending the annual meeting and 
visiting with you is good for all of 
your employees also. It makes us more 
aware of the fact that we work for a 
member-owned organization. Tri- 
County belongs to you and not a 
group of investors or individuals. 
That’s why we are always glad to see a 
good turnout and get a chance to hear 
your views. 28-26A 

This past year our nation celebrated 
a Bicentennial. Most of the cele¬ 
brations emphasized the good of our 
nation—but the political campaigns 
reminded us that our nation has had 
problems also. 

During the 60’s and early 70’s we 
had a short-fused, explosive era that 
spawned minorities screaming at other 
minorities—expensive EPA laws and 
regulations—a noble but costly 
occupational safety and health act— 
and many other extreme governmental 
actions resulting from the emotionally 
charged sides. All this and more ends 
up on our electric and other bills. The 
costs will get bigger unless we tell our 
elected officials to moderate the mess. 
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Automatic 
Stock 

Waterers 
The season for heated stock 

waterers is here. Now is the time to 
check your existing installations and 
make new installations where needed. 
Electrically heated stock water 
fountains are efficient, reliable and 
safe when properly installed. Location 
of the waterer is important and should 
be carefully considered when planning 
your water system. 

Hog waterers in sheltered places will 
use less electricity than those located 
outside. A combination cattle and hog 
waterer inside an open shed will tend 
to use more than one inside of the 
barn. 

Combination waterers located out 
in the open will use considerably more 
than those protected by a windbreak. 
The windbreak can be of wood or 
metal, but leave room enough so the 
stock can have access to the waterer. 

We emphasize again the importance 
of having the neutral grounded to a 
ground rod, to protect against shock in 
the event of insulation failure. (40-8C) 

An electric stock heater can save 
you money if it is adjusted properly. 

Easing the Clean Air Act, for one 
thing, would save consumers millions. 
We need a balance between what is 

needed —environmentally, for 
example—and what we are willing to 
pay. 

There are many new faces at all 
levels of government—now may well 
be the time to be heard. May 1977 be 
good to all of you—see you next issue. 

 El 

Pfi 
FUSED 

SWITCH 

NEUTRAL SHALL NOT 

BE BONDED TO FRAME 

OROUNDINO CONDUCTOR 

SHALL NOT BE A 

CURRENT CARRYING CONDUCTOR 

A Bulb to Ma 
WASHINGTON-A new light bulb 

has been invented that could last up to 
10 years and use 70 percent less 
energy than conventional incandescent 
bulbs. 

The bulb’s inventor is Donald 
Hollister of Lighting Technology 
Corp., Fullerton, California. The firm 
has been awarded a $310,000 contract 
by the Energy Research and Develop¬ 
ment Administration (ERDA) to 
refine, test and evaluate the bulb. 
(12-7J3) 

The fluorescent “Litek” bulb 
resembles a 100-watt incandescent 
bulb, fits standard sockets and gives 
off a warm white light similar to 
conventional bulbs. 

According to ERDA’s Austin Heller, 
Assistant Administrator for Conser¬ 
vation, “Preliminary studies show that 
full nationwide use of this new 
fluorescent lamp could save more than 
the equivalent of 500,000 barrels of 
011 per day.” 

Price of the bulb is initially 
expected to be in the $10 range. 
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Wayne Estes 

Irvin Stanford 

Look closely for your location 
number in this issue. If you find 
your location number, please notify 
Tri-County Electric Cooperative’s 
office and we will gladly mail you a 
four dollar coupon to apply on 
your next month’s bill. 

CK WATERER 

ING SPECIFICATIONS 

WATERER 

GROUND ROD REQUIRED 

son Glow 
Visible Photon of Light 

Ultraviolet F^ton 

Mercury Gas 

Magnetic Coil 

Magnetic Field 

Phosphor Layer 

Electronics Package 

ELECTRIC HEAT ON PARADE 

Mr. and Mrs. Marshall Scott 

4 Miles Southeast of Mt. Vernon 

Built in 1975 

1479 Square Feet of Living Area 

Heating Contractor—B & S 

Mr. and Mrs. Martin Zedalis, Jr. 

Opdyke 

Built in 1975 

1690 Square Feet of Living Area 

Heating Contractor—Jim Graham 

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Racine 

South edge of Centralia 

Built in 1975 

2592 Square Feet of Living Area 

Heating Contractor—Sam Anderson 

Mr. and Mrs. T. E. Soper 

2V2 Miles South of Odin 

Moved on Line in 1975 

1176 Square Feet of Living Area 

Mr. and Mrs. James Lawler 

Opdyke 

Built in 1975 

936 Square Feet of Living Area 

Heating Contractor—Larry Poston 

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Lovin 

Opdyke 

Factory-Built Home 

960 Square Feet of Living Area 

HOW LITEK WORKS: Unlike an 

incandescent bulb, the Litek has no 
hot filament. It has a cool magnetic 

coil that is energized by an electronics 
package in the lower part of the bulb. 

The coil produces a magnetic field that 

excites the mercury gas, resulting in an 

emission of ultraviolet light. The ultra¬ 

violet light causes the phosphor layer 
to fluoresce and emit visible light. 

FROM—Electric Light and Power 

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Blankenship 

2% Miles Southeast of Mt. Vernon 

Built in 1975 

1008 Square Feet of Living Area 

Electrical Contractor— l/Vielt Elec. 

Mr. and Mrs. D. J. Lydick 

21A Mites Southeast of Mt. Vernon 

Built in 1975 

1201 Square Feet of Living Area 

Electrical Contractor—Wielt Elec. 
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‘Itecreat 

If jeans become too short, but the fabric is good, create a 
fashionable jeans skirt. Open inner leg seams, lay front and 
back flat, measure length of wearer, cut off bottom of pant 
legs and use to fill in the triangles created when you lay the 
garment flat. With some topstitching, the skirt is ready for 
wearing. 

Except for the bad hole in the sleeve, this sweater is in good 
condition. Cut the worn sleeves off leaving about 1 Vz inches 
of sleeve. Finish the cut edge by adding a zigzag hem. Turn 
the IVz-inch portion inside and tack loosely into place, 
making it a sweater vest. 
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Now all you need, 

to put It. 
□ Trucks 

□ Cars 
□ Boats 

□ Bikes 

□ Campers 

□ Trailers 

□ Outdoor Furniture 

□ Lawn and Garden 
Equipment 

□ Snowmobiles 

□ (A Handy Hideaway) 

The 
A beautiful, low-cost Wickes utility 

building, garage or workshop. 

Maybe all three, if you like, in one compact, space- 
efficient building. Plenty of room for equipment, vehi¬ 
cles, and other valued possessions—plus extra space 
for a workshop or hobby center, if you want it. Rugged 
professionally engineered pole-frame structures from 
Wickes Buildings with beautiful, maintenance free ex¬ 
teriors of color steel or textured color aluminum—your 
choice. Models, sizes, and plans for every need. Erected 
on your land by our own skilled crews. 

Call collect today, and see how little it costs to have 
your own 'mini-warehouse'. 

W Wickes Buildings 
A Division of The Wickes Corporation 

Farm buildings for every requirement: machinery 
storage, beef, hogs, dairy, horses. Steel or 
aluminum exteriors. All sizes, all colors. 

ILLINOIS 
Box 548, Galesburg 
Box 336, Gilman 
Box 9, Mendota 

(309) 342-3416 Box 1142, Mt. Vernon (618) 756-2347 
(815) 265-7257 Box 117, Taylorville (217) 824-9851 
(815) 539-9325 

Name, 

Address, 

County- 

Town  

State  .Phone, 
TR 384 
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Current 
Comments 

As I write this article (mid- 
February) the weather has moderated 
and the snow is about gone. We are 

hopeful that by the 
time you read this 
the weather will be 
thinking Spring. 

January 1977, 
will not be forgotten 
for a long time— 
especially by the 
crews that were 
called out for 

emergencies when the temperature was 
17 degrees below zero. Your board of 
directors and manager appreciate 
dedication of these loyal employees 
and it makes us feel good when so 
many of you express your gratitude 
for their efforts. 

A few months ago I mentioned that 
we had negotiated and reached an 
agreement on next year’s wholesale 
power contract (with Illinois Power 
Company). We are now reviewing the 
rate schedules to determine the adjust¬ 
ments that will be needed to balance 
income and outgo and leave a 
reasonable amount to help pay for the 
new substations and line improve¬ 
ments that are needed. (11-12P3) 

We can be fairly certain that our 
wholesale power costs will increase by 
about 35 percent. Wholesale power 
accounted for approximately 56 
percent of your cooperative’s total 
expenses last year. Our job now is to 
mix this increase in power costs into 
the total anticipated costs and then 
revise the rate schedules to bring in the 
necessary revenues. It’s not an easy 
task. 

The new power contract and the 
revised rates will go in effect on June 
1, 1977 and be reflected in the bill 
you will pay July 1. We’ll let you 
know the new rates as soon as they 
can be determined and calculated. 

In the meantime, continue to use 
the billing materials you now have- 
new materials will be mailed in time 
16 
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Normal 

System Improvemei 

As soon as the extreme cold snap 
was over, your crews began to get the 
new poles ready for improving the 
service in the rural Mt. Vernon to 
Opdyke area. 

In the left picture above, Jim Hester 
and Jim Burke are “framing” a pole 
with a single crossarm and in the right 
picture above, Dean Petersen and Gary 
Chesney are framing a pole with a 
double crossarm. By “framing” we 
mean they are putting the structure 
together and getting it ready to set in 
the ground. (28-36F) 

It is interesting to note that these 
35 foot Class 4 poles now cost over 
$71 and just a few years ago they cost 
about $30. The eight foot crossarms 
now cost $11.40; a few years ago 

for your use on July 1. 
The milder weather has allowed 

your crews to get started on the new 
substations and line improvements. By 
the time you receive this issue we 
could be started erecting steel on one 
or both stations—at least we hope so. 

More, next issue. 

they could be bought for $5. (That’s nc 
bad, because these crossarms were up to $| 
1974.) 

Perhaps we should explain why wi 
setting all new poles. First, the existing 
single phase and therefore the poles are sn 
in diameter and not suitable for carrying 
added weight and strain of the three phasel 
Also, it is faster, easier, safer and cheaper tc| 
the unit together on the ground. 

The reason for “three phasing” 
section of line is to divide the loads at prel 
Later this year the line will be connected tJ 
new substation to be built on Spring Gs 
Road. (38-9M) 

Once the units are assembled and| 
ground settles the crews will start leaning 
poles in the old line and setting the new 

In this way the “hot” single phase line wij 
moved over a few feet. Once the new poleJ 
in place, new and additional wires will be stJ 
and individual services transfered. Most oi 
work will be done with the lines hot and tl 
should only be a minimum of short outages] 

If you stop to think about it you’ll red 
that this work requires the knowledge, s| 
and equipment of professionals- 
employees are that. 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS 



Hi-Lites Look closely for your location 
number in this issue. If you find your 
location number, please notify Tri- 
County Electric Cooperative’s office 
and we will gladly mail you a four- 
dollar coupon to apply on your next 
month’s bill. 

Dan Hiestand — Vice President 

Wayne Estes 

Irvin Stanford 

ELECTRIC HEAT 

i 

Mr. and Mrs. Terry Brasel 
2 Miles Southeast of Salem 

Built in 1976 

1516 Square Feet of Living Area 
Heatinq Contractor—Jim Becker 

' 

ill 

ON PARADE 

Dr. and Mrs. James Chow 

West edge of Mt. Vernon 

Built in 1975 
1646 Square Feet of Living Area 

General Contractor—John Noble 
17 

Conductor for new lines to be built 

this year is now arriving. Purchasing 

supervisor. Bob McDaniel operates 

fork lift as Rodney Pearce (warehouse¬ 

man) helps position the reels. 

MARCH, 1977 

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth McKinzie 
1/2 Mile South of Wood/awn 
Built in 1976 
1577 Square Feet of Living Area 
Heating Contractor—Don Martin 

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Saatkamp 
2 Miles Southwest of Salem 
Built in 1976 
1132 Square Feet of Living Area 

Heating Contractor-Bill Roberts 

Salem Village Apartments 

South edge of Salem 

Built in 1976 
6 Buildings—24 apartments 

Heating Contractor-Vaughn Elec. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Owens 
4 Miles Southeast of Mt. Vernon 

Built in 1975 
1016 Square Feet of Living Area 
Heating Contractor—Homeowner 

Mrs. Connie Petersen 
1/2 Mile South of Woodlawn 

Built in 1975 
1411 Square Feet of Living Area 

Heating Contractor—Don Martin 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Hannis 

Northwest edge of Mt. Vernon 
Built in 1976 
2115 Square feet of Living Area 
Heating Contractor-F & W Elec. 



Winter bitterly cold temperatures froze the Mississippi along Illinois' western border, halting barge traffic and delaying 
shipments of vita! supplies north. In addition, Ohio River barge traffic was halted because of ice, leaving hundreds of barges 
and towboats virtually stranded. 

Degree-day records illustrate winter's 
severity 

AGRICULTURE 
48 X 72 X 14 

26X13 DOUBLE SLIDE DOOR 

$5995 oo 
All Steel * Clear Span 
26 Gauge Sheeting 
Different Sizes Available 
Adaptable Grain Storage 
Engineering Certified for 

Your State 

COMMERCIAL 

$5995 oo 
All Steel * Clear Span 

Different Sizes Available 

26 Gauge Sheeting 

Engineering Certified for 
Your State 

40 X 75 x 10 

A SHOP FOR COMMERCIAL OR FARM USE 
$3495 00 30x48x12 Slope Wall 

16 x 11 Double Slide Door All Prices FOB Our Factory and 
Subject to Change 

OZARK 
FARM 

P. O. BOX 4848GS 
SPRINGFIELD, MO. 

65804 

(417) 887-4214 

NAME .PHONEi 

ADDRESS. 

CITY  STATE. 

SIZE NEEDED: 

DATE TO BUILD: 

(continued from page 14) 

no matter what kind of energy 
provided the heat. 

To make matters worse, the degree- 
day figures do not take into account 
the wind-chill factor. As far as the 
degree-day is concerned, the wind 
makes no difference at all. And, when 
it comes to heating your home it may 
not—provided your home is well-sealed 
against the wind with caulking, 
weather stripping and storm windows. 

Even as cold and expensive as the 
weather has been here, we have been 
fortunate. To the east of us, the 
weather was much worse. Schools 
closed and factories reduced hours or 
went completely out of production. 
Millions of workers were idled; many 
are still not back at work. 

All in all, it has been the kind of 
winter our grandparents talked about, 
but this one was worse, according to 
the records. Throughout Illinois, it has 
been a winter to remember, even 
though most of us would rather forget 
it. 
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The Peak of Excellence 

NWickes Buildings 

Who else has built 
So many.. 

in / ’ F't.s m • 

SowelL 

II 

->- . ' ;'-1 ' 'V * :';i-«?-r • ' 

M; 

SiSg?iV*“v - 

-too, 

Who else but Wickes Buildings has 
erected so many beautiful new garages, 

workshops and utility storage 
buildings for so many thousands 

of satisfied customers. Every 
one an attractive, professionally- 

; • engineered structure, built 
to strict quality standards by skilled 

Wickes Buildings crews. Rugged, dependable 
poleframe construction with maintenance-free 

exteriors of color steel or aluminum. Attractively priced 
with a choice of extended payment plans for qualified buyers. 

RURAL AMERICA’S LEADING BUILDER OF 
ITILITY STORAGE BUILDINGS, GARAGES AND WORKSHOPS 

ILLINOIS Box 548, Galesburg (309) 342-3416 
Box 336, Gilman (815) 265-7257 
Box 9, Mendota (815) 539-9325 

Box 1142, Mt. Vernon (618) 756-2347 
Box 117, Taylorville (217) 824-9851 

Call Collect or Mail Coupon Today 

Name 

Address 

Town County 

State Phone 
IR589 

MAY, 1977 

w Wickes Buildings 
A Division of The Wickes Corporation 
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Current 
Comments 

For the past several weeks you’ve 
undoubtedly been hearing or reading 
about proposed legislation “that will 
reduce our electric bills.” They’re 
calling it a Lifeline Rate. On the 

surface it sounds 
very interesting and 
perhaps desirable. 
However, the subject 
needs a closer look. 

First, it is obvious 
that if some get a 
reduction, others 
must pay more. 
(That’s part of the 

proposal and quite necessary if the 
expenses are to be paid.) This rate is 
supposedly designed to help low- 
income consumers. However, electric 
utilities don’t have the personnel or 
facilities to determine who is “low- 
income” and who isn’t. After all, low 
usage could easily mean a week-end 
home or cabin. Conversely, many rural 
“low-income” families use high 
amounts of energy trying to make a 
living. (44-1052) 

While your cooperative’s rates are 
not controlled by the Illinois 
Commerce Commission, we feel that 
the effect of this proposal would 
affect you as cooperative members. 
It’s hard to believe that some of the 
cost of this proposed program 
wouldn’t be passed along as higher 
wholesale power costs in the future. 
You already know that the higher 
wholesale costs mean higher rates to 
members of the cooperative. 

Tri-Co 
D. E. Hanes — President 

Louis P. Williams 

Don Mitchell 

Preston 

Edward 

Norman 

Brush 
Need 

Spraying? 
This is the time of year for your 

cooperative’s crews to spray brush 
under the high lines. It doesn’t take 
many years for brush to become trees 
and then we have outages because the 
limbs touch the line—or break and fall 
on the lines during storms. (Not to 
mention the number that are bull¬ 
dozed into the line while clearing 
fence rows.) 

If you have brush under the highline 
and would like to have it sprayed this 
year, please call the operations- 
maintenance department of your 
cooperative (phone 244-5151) and let 
them know. They’ll do their best to 
cooperate with you. (4-27C) 

all of you—we firmly believe you 
should all spend some time studying 
the issue and then let your legislators 
know your feelings. If you need help 
with their addresses, give us a call, 
we’ll be glad to help. 
Work Load Heavy 

Rate 
For several months now we’ve 

discussing the new wholesale power contraJ 
the effect it might have on next year’s rate^ 
month, we advised you that your board 
review the alternatives at the April 
meeting. The board spent a very busy meet 
making their final decisions. New schedulj 
all rate classes were adopted by your boarl 
submitted to REA for approval. A compari^ 
the present and next year’s rural power 
phase rates (Rate No. 1) and simple usag^ 
printed below for your information. 

Establishing rates today is much 
complicated than it was just a few yeard 
During the first 30 years, the expenditui 
your cooperative were relatively low (coml 
to today) and most of the borrowed money 
from the Rural Electrification AdministrJ 
The “REA” program had a goal of gJ 
low-cost, central station power to everyo| 
the rural areas. Interest was only two percer 

Kilowatt Hours used 
in any one month 

Rural Pow< 

Pres 

For the first 40 KWH 4.0 
For the next 60 KWH 4.5 
For the next 100 KWH 3.5 
For the next 500 KWH 3.0 
For all over 700 2.0 

For easier comparison we 

Sai 

Perhaps energy stamps, similar to 
food stamps, would be an answer. But 
then, why restrict energy stamps to 
electric energy? Why not a certain 

We’re now into a very busy season 
and our crews are getting farther 
behind each week. If you are planning 
to add electrical load (new house, 

utility i 

amount of low-priced gasoline so the grain drying etc.) please let us know at Rate No. 1 Present Rate 
low-income people can get to work or your earliest convenience. Two or Usage/mo. 
do their shopping? Then too, not all use three months in advance isn’t too 100 $ 6.70 
electricity for cooking or home much. We can help hold costs down by 200 10.20 

heating, so shouldn’t they be entitled scheduling two or three jobs in an area 400 16.20 
to low-cost L. P. gas for these for the same day. Your cooperation is 1000 31.20 
necessities? appreciated. 2000 51.20 

This is very important legislation to More next month. 4000 91.20 
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i-Lites 
8. Dan Hlastand — Vice Pretident 

Wayne Estes 
Irvin Stanford 

Look closely for your location 
number in this issue. If you find your 
location number, please notify Tri- 
County Electric Cooperative’s office 
and we will gladly mail you a four- 
dollar coupon to apply on your next 
month’s bill. 

ment 
nder wasn’t concerned with equities. 
During the past six or seven years, your 
erative has experienced a higher than normal 
th rate. During the past six years, we have 
d nearly 2,200 residential members and the 
ge consumption for all residential members 
ncreased by 47 percent. The average age of 
oles and equipment is now 24 years. (Some 
put in nearly 40 years ago.) More and more 

he system has had to be replaced with 
r-priced materials and labor. The interest on 

borrowed money from the Rural Electri- 
ion Program is now five percent and we are 
required to secure a portion of the borrowed 
al from another source at eight to nine 

ent. 
In addition, the lenders now expect the 
eratives to use more of thheir own funds for 

t expansion and equity. All of this adds up 
ore money needed and had to be considered 
our board as they set the rates. (41-1C) 

(Rate No. 1) 

Rate effective 
6/1/77 

4.00 (min.) 
5.85 each 
4.55 each 
3.90 each 
2.70 each 

% Change 

No Change 
30% 
30% 
30% 
35% 

d the energy cherge end 

eve table. 

es 
$ Increase % Increase 

.81 12.1 
1.86 18.2 
3.66 22.6 
8.46 27.1 

15.46 30.2 
29.46 32.3 

ELECTRIC HEAT ON PARADE 

Mr. and Mrs. William Thackrey 
Northwest edge of Mt. Vernon 
Built in 1975 
2100 Square Feet of Living Area 
Heating Contractor—Gerald Bethard 

Mr. and Mrs. Neil Rombough 
4 Miles Northwest of Mt. Vernon 
Built in 1975 
1978 Square Feet of Living Area 
Heating Contractor—B & S 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Mayberry 
4'A Miles Southwest of Mt. Vernon 
Factory Built Home 
980 Square Feet of Living Area 

Mr. and Mrs. John A. Capps 
4 Miles Southeast of Texico 
Factory Built Home 
1296 Square Feet of Living Area 

Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert Barva 
5Ya Mites Southwest of Mt. Vernon 
Built in 1976 
1284 Square Feet of Living Area 
Heating Contractor—M. Montgomery 

Mrs. Alva Dare 
4Ya Miles Northeast of Mt. Vernon 
Built in 1976 
1470 Square Feet of Living Area 
Heating Contractor—Ron. Pressgrove 

Mr. and Mrs. Nelson Leyer/e 
4% Miles North of Kell 
Built in 1975 
1116 Square Feet of Living Area 
Heating Contractor—David Mullinax 

Mr. and Mrs. Earl G. Clopton 
3% Miles North of Kell 
Built in 1976 
1320 Square Feet of Living Area 
Heating Contractor-Homeowner 

MAY, 1977 



P. O. BOX 481 ROANOKE, ILL. 61561—PHONE (309) 923-2611 

P. O. BOX 116 FLORA, IND. 46929—PHONE (219) 967-4175 

AGAIN IN ’77... 
Still giving you the most home for 
your money with... 

P.M.F.S. 
PRICE: We're still giving you the most home 
for your money. Ask our thousands of satis¬ 
fied buyers. You always get the lowest pos 
sible prices from President! 
MATERIALS: President Homes are con 
structed of top quality, nationally known 
materials. You're going to live in your home 
a long time; you need a builder that will 
never compromise on quality - President! 

FINANCING: These days, low prices aren't 
enough — we offer immediate, low-cost 
financing for a home you can own free and 
clear in 1 0 years! 
SERVICE: Your home will be built by experi 
enced craftsmen —home oonstruction special¬ 
ists who quickly turn your plans or one of ours 
into a quality home you'll be proud to own! 
P M F.S PRESIDENT HOMES MAKES 

THE DIFFERENCE! 

Home 
weatherization 
loans 

(continued from page 5) 

Shuman, a member of Coles-Moultrie 
Electric Cooperative, Mattoon, told 
Illinois cooperative leaders, “We in the 
EmHA are very enthusiastic about this 
new loan program. We have had a 
weatherization loan program, but to 
be frank, we have not been effective.” 
He said FmHA expects the new 
system, working through the electric 
cooperatives, to effectively reach rural 
residents who need help to finance 
weatherization of their homes. 

’’This will cost the cooperative time 
and money,” Shuman said, “but it will 
make for a better living standard in 
rural America.” He urged cooperative 
personnel to contact his office or any 
one of the 42 county FmHA offices in 
Illinois if additional information is 
needed by local boards of directors 
who must decide on program partici¬ 
pation. 

Jim Tucker, FmHA housing chief in 
Illinois, cautioned that not all coop¬ 
erative members would be eligible to 
participate in the loan program even if 
they meet FmHA ownership and 
income standards. Under federal law, 
FmHA loan funds cannot be used for 
improvements on property located 
within metropolitan areas or in certain 
other densely populated areas. Tucker 
said each participating cooperative 
would be given a map outlining areas 
outside the FmHA loan-making 
authority. 

In order to qualify for a home 
weatherization loan of up to a 
maximum of $1,500, a borrower must 
be a member of a participating electric 
cooperative and must certify that he 
owns the property to be improved and 
that he has an adjusted family income 
of no more than $15,600. The coop¬ 
erative will process the one-page loan 
application, assist its members in 
contracting for the weatherization 
work to be performed and obtain the 
loan funds from the FmHA for dis¬ 
bursement to the member. The 
member will repay the loan plus 
interest over a period of up to five 

Learn how you can save NAME  SI.000 s on your new home. 
Send for full color catalog 
TO: 
PRESIDENT HOMES. 
4808 N LILAC DR 
MINNEAPOLIS. MINN. 
55429 (612)537-3622 

ADDRESS 
TOWN . STATE . 

ZIP PHONE 
Q I own a lot Q i c an get a lot We would like to be In our new home by I L 30 

Write for your local Illinois President Homes Representative. 

PRESIDENT HOMES 
■ CUSTOM BUILT PRE-CUT HOMES . OUR ONLY BUSINESS ■ 
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FOUR for the Moneg and 
Ready to Go... 

The new Value-Master line from Wickes Build- 
lings. A big breakthrough in engineered poleframe 
construction. A price breakthrough, too. Pour popular 
size farm buildings—genuine Wickes Buildings qual¬ 
ity throughout—now available at basic, new low 
prices. Each one pre-engineered for fast, efficient con¬ 
struction at the job site by skilled Wickes crews. No 
waste time, no waste materials. Just solid value, from 
the ground up. Don’t settle for less. Don’t pay more. 

Wickes Buildings 
A Division of The Wickes Corporation 

4 popular size buildings, 
Pre* engineered to go up fast. 
Specially priced to move! 

Illinois Galesburg, Box 548 (309) 342-3416 

Mendota, Box 9 (815) 539-9325 

Gilman, Box 336 (815) 265-7257 

Mt. Vernon, Box 1142 (618) 756-2347 

Taylorville, Box 117 (217) 824-9851 

Call collect or mall coupon today 

Name  

Address. 

T own  

.State. 

.Phone. 

   

Introducing our new VALU MASTER line 

4x60 
(off-peak) 



Current 
Comments 

Tri-Cou 

The bill-paying materials were 
mailed out last month and we’re 
pleased that almost all of you used the 
new calculation charts that reflected 
the new rates. We have also been 
pleased with the attitude of the Tri- 

County members 
concerning the in¬ 
creases. No one can 
be expected to like 
paying more but 
apparently the Tri- 
County members are 
business minded and 
realize that things 
are costing more. 

(31-17C) 
However, a few of your comments 

made us curious as to how the cost of 
electricity to Tri-County households 
compared with yesteryear’s. We did a 
little research and we found that 1,000 
kilowatt-hours (kwh) of electricity 
from 1939 through 1971 cost Tri- 
County members $19.60. During 1972 
through 1974 the 1,000 kwh cost 
$23.25. On January 1, 1975, the cost 
was raised to $25.10; on August 1, 
1975 to $27.90; on July 1, 1976, to 
$31.20 and now the 1,000 kwh cost 
$39.66. 

From the above we find that elec¬ 
tricity has just barely doubled in cost 
since 1971 (or 1939 if you prefer). If 
you can remember the “half-priced” 
electricity of the 60’s and before, 
you’ll also remember $5 coal, 25-cent 
gasoline, 15-cent propane and fuel oil. 
Even though we don’t like our “light 
bills,” the price of electricity is still a 
bargain—if we look at the alternate 
choices of power. On the other hand, 
the fact that electricity has doubled in 
cost behooves us to look for ways to 
economize. (44-10S2) 

When the price of coffee went up so 
drastically, we suddenly realized we 
didn’t really need it so strong or so 
many cups. Perhaps we could get by 
with a little less air conditioning, 
heating, lighting, etc. Undoubtedly it 

D. E. Hanes — President 

Louis P. Williams 

Don Mitchell 

Preston C 

Edward H 

Norman 

New Substations 
Arrive 

By the time you read this, your 
crews will have about finished assem¬ 
bling both of the new substations and 
it shouldn’t be too long before they’re 
in use. (8-3F) 

In the picture above, the “Barva 
Sub” was being unloaded just east of 
Route 148 between Mt. Vernon and 
Waltonville. The structure is made of 
aluminum and doesn’t weigh exces¬ 
sively but is bulky and required a large 
trailer. 

The Barva Sub and the Reserve Sub 
(located on Spring garden Road) were 
erected by your crews. The transmis¬ 
sion lines leading to the subs were 

is time to add insulation and storm 
windows—to insulate duct work and 
look around for other ways to save. 

The Member Service Department of 
your cooperative is available to discuss 
energy conservation and efficient utili¬ 
zation with you. Give them a call. 
(37-34R) 

More next issue. 

built by a contractor. 
Poles for the transmission lines were 

delivered and positioned along the 
route by the supplier. This was a first 
for your cooperative and saved a lot of 
manhandling and storage. The poles 
were mostly 50 and 60 feet long. 
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Wayne Estes 

I rvin Stanford 

Look closely for your location 
number in this issue. If you find your 
location number, please notify Tri- 
County Electric Cooperative’s office 
and we will gladly mail you a four- 
dollar coupon to apply on your next 
month’s bill. 

How to translate 
farmer language 

For any of you relatively new farm 
wives who are not yet familiar with 
farmer-husband language, here are 
some translations: 

When he says: “Could you help me 
a couple of hours today?” 

He really means: He has two days of 
plowing he’d like you to do. 

When he says: “It’s been a rough 
spring, I’ve put in long hours on that 
planter, but I’m caught up on the 
work now.” 

He really means: His neighbor 
buddies want him to go fishing with 
them this weekend. 

When he says (in a menacing tone): 
“If that tractor gives me trouble just 
one more time.” 

He really means: You’d better for¬ 
get about that new refrigerator. 

When he says (tenderly): “You cer¬ 
tainly have a way with animals, dear, 
especially the little ones.” 

He really means: He wants you to 
help give the baby pigs their iron 
shots. 

When he says (sheepishly): “That 
wind really picked up this afternoon. 
It was like a gale.” 

He really means: He was burning 
cornstalks and burned off several of 
the fence posts before he finally got 
the fire under control. 

When he says: “Honey, you always 
were a whiz at math and book¬ 
keeping.” 

He really means: He’s got the elec¬ 
tric payment records in a mess and 
needs you to straighten them out. 

When he says: “The cattle seem to 
be off feed lately; I’ll have to watch 
them closely for a few days.” 

He really means: That trip to your 
mother’s has been called off. 

ELECTRIC HEAT ON PARADE 

Mr. and Mrs. Duane Nottmeyer 
1 Vz Miles Southeast of Irvington 
Factory-Built Home 
910 Square Feet of Living Area 

Mr. and Mrs. Loyd Maxey 
3 Miles Northwest of Salem 
Built in 1976 
2014 Square Feet of Living Area 
Heating Contractor—Homeowner 

Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Rogers 
4 Miles Northwest of Salem 
Built in 1975 

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Campbell 
East Edge of Opdyke 
Built in 1976 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Shotton 
Opdyke 
Built in 1975 
946 Square Feet of Living Area 
Heating Contractor—Chas. Hertenstein 

Mr. and Mrs. James Beckman 
Opdyke 
Built in 1975 
860 Square Feet of Living Area 
Heating Contractor—Jim Hertenstein 

1057 Square Feet of Living Area 1601 Square Feet of Living Area 
Heating Contractor—Booher Htg. & Air Cond. Heating Contractor—Reid Electric 

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Houser 
Radom 
Converted to Electric Heat in 1976 
1299 Square Feet of Living Area 
Heating Contractor—Don Chesnek 

Mr. and Mrs. Przygoda 
Radom 
Converted to Electric Heat in 1975 
740 Square Feet of Living Area 
Heating Contractor—Dennis Dreas 
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Newman 
named 
Soyland man 

Stark Bro's Nurseries and Orchards Co.. 
Box A10377. Louisiana. Mo. 63353 

Choose from the world’s finest selection 
of fruit trees. Grow your own fresh 
apples, peaches, pears, cherries, and 
nectarines for favorite desserts, 
canning, or eating right off the trees. 
Also, have full - size, full ■ of - flavor fruit 
on trees that reach only 8- to 10-feet 
tall with Stark Bro's amazing dwarf- 
size trees. 

Every variety tested and proven. 
Choose from fruit trees, shade and nut 
trees, bulbs, shrubs, berries, 
award-winning roses, and ornamentals. 

Fold here. Glue or tape all sides and mail today. No stamp needed. 

No stamp needed. 
Send for free catalog today. 

Stark Trees Bear Fruit Since 1816. 

Free catalog gives full information you 
need to select the varieties you want. 
Also, free growing guide with every 
order helps you get professional results, 
even if you've never grown anything 
before. 

(Please Print) 

Mr. 
Mrs. 
Miss   —  

A10377 

Address 

City —  .State  Zip 

■■■■■■■ Fold here, Ghie or tape all sides and mail today. No stamp needed. 

FIRST CLASS 
Permit No. 1 

Sec. 34.9 P.L.&R. 
Louisiana, Mo. 

BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 
No Postage Stamp Necessary 
If Mailed In The United States 

Postage Will Be Paid By 

Stark Bro’s Nurseries 
Box A10377 
Louisiana, Missouri 63353 
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Royal B. Newman, former exec¬ 

utive director of the Florida 

Keys Aqueduct Authority, Key West, 

Florida, is the new general manager of 

Soyland Power Cooperative, Inc. 

Announcement of the appointment 

was made by Soyland President Walter 

R. Smith of Champaign, manager of 

Illini Electric Cooperative. 

The cooperative, which will be 

headquartered at Decatur, was reor¬ 

ganized in 1974 to provide the bulk 

power requirements for 15 central and 

south central Illinois electric distri¬ 

bution cooperatives. The power coop¬ 

erative has entered into an agreement 

with Illinois Power Company to 

purchase and acquire 10.5 percent 

ownership of IP’s Nuclear Clinton 

Power Station, now under con¬ 

struction near Clinton, Illinois. 

Soyland’s cost is estimated at $190- 

million. 

As general manager of Soyland, 

Newman will be responsible for the 

cooperative’s overall operations, nego¬ 

tiations and for assisting the 15 

member-systems in securing, through 

purchase or self-generation, an 

adequate supply of power to meet the 

needs of the nearly 100,000 member- 

consumers served by the cooperatives. 

Consumers of the 15 member- 

cooperatives are currently using 1.5 

billion kilowatt-hours (kwh) annually. 

Power costs for the 15 cooperatives 

last year exceeded $16.8-million. 

An electrical engineer with degrees 

from Auburn Community College and 

Syracuse University, Newman’s 

professional experience includes 

serving as executive director/chief 

engineer for the Virgin Islands Water 

and Power Authority from 1971 to 

1975 and five years as utility director/ 

project manager for the City of Lodi, 

California. 

In addition to his 20 years 

experience in power and water 

administration, operation, engineering, 
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Light 

aircraft repair 
is his 

enjoyable work 

(Continued from page 5) 

have anybody who can do recovers on 
the older fabric-covered planes, and I 
love the heck out of that kind of 
work. I kind of got into it as a fun 
hobby,” he says,” adding, “I really 
enjoy doing the very kind of work 
they don’t want to be bothered with.” 

Max is expanding his operation 
slowly, working on the hangar or 
airfield, as his work load permits or 
requires. “At first I kept all the planes 
I was working on in the hangar, but 
there got to be too many, so I put a 
couple of tiedowns outside. When I get 
more airplanes than I have space for, I 
go out and put in another tiedown. 

“I’ve got a set of plans for installing 
runway lights,” he says, “and I hope 
to do that soon, and I’ll have a fuel 
setup in the very near future, too.” 

Max notes that interest in aviation 
seems to be picking up in Brown 
County. “As far as I can tell, there are 
about 15 5 light plane owners in Brown 
County and the adjoining counties,” 
he says, “and that number’s increasing 
every day. There’s an awful lot of 
interest in aviation around here, and I 
think my shop has helped spark it 
because it exposes many local people 
to avaition. Many of them had never 
really become interested before 
because they had never thought about 
it. 

“There are a lot of people who get 
almost a fever when they get around 
airplanes,” he says “and that seems to 
be what’s happening here. There’s even 
talk about a flying club, where people 
will be able to go in together to buy an 
airplane and take flight instruction.” 

It looks as though grass roots 
aviation is taking off in Brown 
County. 

The building that has everything 
for the Man who has 
everything! ■ Plenty of floor and wall space for 

workshop or hobby area. 

■ Track door slides in front of overhead ■ Standard-size overhead door for cars, 
door, opens to full 15' width. boats, pick-up truck, etc. 

the Man in the Red Car! 
Find out how little it costs to have this beautiful, 
professionally engineered building erected on 
your land by our own skilled crews. Take your 
time paying for it too; no installment payments ’til 
January, 1978. 

W Wickes Buildings 
A Division of The Wickes Corporation 

ILLINOIS Mail coupon or call collect 

Bo* 548, Galesburg (309) 342-3416 
Bo* 9, Mendota (815) 539-9325 
Box 336, Gilman (815) 265-7257 
Box 1142, Mt. Vernon (618) 756-2347 
Bo* 117, Taylorville (217) 824-9851 

Name  
Address  
Town County  
State Phone  

IR9 
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Current 
Comments 
  

Today all electric utilities face 
common problems that were 
undreamed of a few short years 

ago. . .vastly 
increased costs for 
fuel, materials, 
capital and labor. . . 
overly restrictive 
environmental regu¬ 
lations. . .and huge 
capital require¬ 
ments. . .all while 
dealing with an 

energy crisis and an inflation-recession 
economy. 

Even though all utilities face 
common problems—and often arrive at 
the same solution to those problems, 
there are still major differences 
between electric distribution coop¬ 
eratives and investor-owned electric 
utilities. 

Electric distribution cooperatives 
serve only 12 percent of electric con¬ 
sumers in our nation, compared with 
urban-based Class A and B investor- 
owned electric utilities, receive seven 
percent of electric revenues and 
maintain 54 percent of the electric 
distribution pole miles serving con¬ 
sumers. System investment and 
maintenance costs are primarily 
related to miles of distribution line; 
ability to pay increased costs is 
primarily a function of consumer 
density. 

Electric cooperatives work closely 
with all electric energy suppliers today 
to meet their common problems. At 
the same time, when shifting 
population trends increase an area’s 
consumer density or new commercial 
and industrial loads offer potential to 
increase a system’s revenue density, 
electric cooperatives stand ready to 
use all legitimate avenues to maintain 
the territorial integrity of service areas 
they have developed. To do less would 
be to abandon the interests of 
member-owners of the electric coop¬ 
eratives. (30-4T) 

1 6 

Allen Sisk 
Manager 

Louis P. Williams Edward 

Don Mitchell Norman 

Low consumer density means high investment per consumer 
served by an electric distribution system. This is a built-in 
handicap which electric cooperatives have had to overcome as 
they seek to achieve rate parity between their members and 
the customers of investor-owned electric utilities. 

THERE IS A DIFFERENCE! 
Consumers Per Mile of Line 

Electric Distribution 

Investor-owned Class A and B Electric 

Revenue Per Mile of Line 

ELECTRIC COOPERATIVES 

With less than one-tenth the consumer density of 
investor-owned electric utilities, electric cooperatives have a 
revenue density of only $946 per mile of line, one fifteenth 
that of the urban-based utilities. 

Density Compared with 
Size of Distribution System 

% 0 50 tOO 

Consumers 
Served 

Revenue 

Pole Mites 
of Line 

While serving 12% of all electric utility consumers and 
receiving only 7% of electric energy revenues, electric co¬ 
operatives have constructed and maintain 54% of all pole 
miles of line within the utilities' service area. The white 
area in this chart gives a graphic illustration of the 
handicap electric cooperatives face as they seek to improve 
the quality of life within their service area. 
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i-lites 
s. Dan Hiestand — Vice President 

Wayne Estes 

Irvin Stanford 

Look closely for your location 

number in this issue. If you find your 

location number, please notify Tri- 

County Electric Cooperative’s office 

and we will gladly mail you a four- 

dollar coupon to apply on your next 

month’s bill. (44-10G2) 

24 Years from Now... 
Year 2001 

The year 2001 is only 24 years 
away. We will see many drastic 
changes in our living costs if the 
present six percent annual cost of 
living trend continues. 

Lower-priced car .... $ 17,160.00 
Annual tuition at 
private college 16,302.00 

Average house ..... .171,600.00 
Monthly rent for one-bedroom 
surburban apartment .... 1,287.00 
Sunday paper   1.50 
Bar of soap 1.29 
Toothpaste 2.57 
Ground beef—1 pound 4.67 
Bread-small loaf  2.15 
Coffee-1 pound 8.58 
Head of lettuce 2.53 
Local bus fare  2.15 
Big Mac 3.22 

What about income? If you are now 
making $10,000 or so and inflation 
stays at six percent you will need 
$45,000 just to stay even. What about 
retirement???? (10-2J) 

We Goofed 
In the July issue we criss-crossed the 

pictures and the information of the 

Joe Campbell and Jerome Przygoda 

homes. We apologize! They’re 

identified correctly below. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Campbell 

Mr. and Mrs. Jerome Przygoda 

ELECTRIC HEAT ON PARADE 

Miss Judy Maquire 
y2 Mile West of Dix 
Built in 1975 
976 Square Feet of Living Area 
Heating Contractor—Kingsberry Homes 

Mr. and Mrs. Rod Crawford 
21A Miles East of Dix 
Built in 1976 
2009 Square Feet of Living Area 
Heating Contractor— Lawrence Hall 

Mr. and Mrs. Martin Bean 
4 Miles Southwest of Opdyke 
Built in 1976 
972 Square Feet of Living Area 

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Burns 
2 Miles East of Irvington 
Converted to Electric Heat in 1975 
1643 Square Feet of Living Area 
Heating Contractor—Fortmeyer Elec. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gene Peper 
2V4 Miles West of Nashville 
Factory-built Home 
1152 Square Feet of Living Area 

Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Bernard 
4 Miles East of Bonnie 
Built in 1976 
1233 Square Feet of Living Area 
Heating Contractor—Chas. Hertenstein 

Mr. and Mrs. Keith Smith 
1 Mile South of Kinmundy 
Built in 1976 
2014 Square Feet of Living Area 
Heating Contractor—Homeowner 

Mr. and Mrs. Cecil Newcomb 
1 Mile Northeast of Ashley 
Built in 1975 
2791 Square Feet of Living Area 
Heating Contractor—Paul Skibinski 
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For a long time, Gary and Diane 
Richards were bothered by the fact 

that they had no particular use for an 
old barn on their 100-acre farm near 
Casey in Clark County. They thought 
of several possible uses for the 
structure, but it was a while before 
they came up with just the right idea. 

“There were several old buildings on 
the place that we had torn down 
instead of fixing, and it really 
bothered me to let it go too, but it was 
a liability, just standing there,” he 
says. 

“For a long time we thought of 
converting it into a house,” the former 
junior high teacher relates, “and it 
would have made a great house, too, 
but that wouldn’t have made us any 
money.” 

Years ago, he says, he had thought 
of turning it into a teen center, “When 
I was young and crazy,” he laughs, but 

is no longer a liability 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS 

Above: Old farm equipment lines the 
walls of the Richards Farm 

Restaurant, and placemats carry a 
pictoral minihistory of barns in 

America. Richards notes that he spent 
countless hours searching for the 

artifacts for the walls, and that old 
siding from four barns went into the 

interior walls of the restaurant. At 
right: Gary and Diane go over the 

morning's receipts. 



EXTENDED PAYMENT PLANS AVAILABLE, INCLUDING LONG TERM FINANCING. 
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Current 
Comments 

Allen Sisk 

Manager 

As I write this article, your annual 
meeting is still about five weeks away. 
If you are reading this before 
November 18, be sure and try extra 

hard to attend your 
meeting. 

Last year I 
predicted about four 
percent would turn 
out for the annual 
business meeting— 
you did better than 
that and almost five 
percent attended. 

This was good, but too many of you 
are leaving the business of electing 
your directors and guiding your 
business to too few. 

We believe the present board of 
directors is doing everything they 
know how to hold the line on rates 
and at the same time keep your 
organization in a sound financial 
condition. However, we also believe 
that many of you could offer sound 
advice and guidance. We encourage 
you to keep informed and to pass your 
judgment along. The annual meeting is 
one good place to get information and 
to pass along your ideas. 

What I’m trying to say is that, 
Tri-County is a cooperative and that it 
belongs to you. A good organization 
must have active, informed members— 
hope to visit with you on November 
18. 

For those of you reading this after 
the annual business meeting—we once 
again remind you that your 
suggestions and questions are always 
welcome. Sometimes changes take 
months or even years, and it may seem 
your advice has been ignored. You can 
rest assured your board and employees 
will listen to your comments. They 
may or may not be able to act on your 
comment, but they will listen. (11-2F) 

During the past year many of you 
have passed along compliments and 
“thanks” to the employees and 
directors for their good efforts. At this 

Louis P. Williams Edward H 

Don Mitchell Norman 

Is Your Mobile Home 
Wired Correctly? 

If it isn’t you could lose your life or 
your home. 

For the past ten years, the National 
Electrical Code has called for a four- 
wire electrical service to a mobile 
home. 

Two of these four wires are “hot” 
wires, a third is the neutral wire, and 
the fourth is the grounding conductor. 

The National Electrical Code 
further specifies that, in the breaker 
panel of the mobile home, there is a 

neutral bar and a grounding bar. The 
neutral bar must be insulated from the 
shell of the panel. A separate system 
of insulated neutrals must be main¬ 
tained. In no way are the neutral 
conductors to be grounded inside a 
mobile home. (6-25K) 

Since the conventional home 
requires only three-wire service, many 
electricians are unaware of the 
additional requirements for the mobile 
home,. Mobile homes over ten years 

Safety Is a Good Investment 
Agricultural producers have 

substantial investment in land, 
facilities, equipment and livestock. 
Too, they invest skill and a full 
measure of time and energy. Still, 
dividends are never assured. But there 
is one investment that always pays: 
SAFETY. Usually it’s a modest 
investment at that—and quite often it 
costs you nothing. 

For instance, it costs nothing to 
have a positive attitude toward 
safety. . .to have a home fire escape 
plan. . .to store poisons out of the 
children’s reach.. .to read and follow 

labels and instruction manuals. . .to 
train family and employed workers on 
the safe way of doing things. . .to 
work, drive and play in ways to 
minimize mishap and misery. 

And it costs practically nothing to 

enroll in special safety programs such 
as the National Safety Council’s 
Defensive Driving Course and Farm 
and Ranch Safety Seminar. 

But to go all the way in protecting 
against injury, you should help your 
positive safety attitudes with 
investments in things such as personal 
protective equipment, fire alarms and 

extinguishers, shields and guards, 
tractor overturn protection and other 
safety equipment. Spend a little more 
to get good quality products designed 
with reliability and safety in mind. 

Finally, invest some of yourself into 
making your community a better, 
safer place to work, play and drive. 
Support local safety activities and 
encourage youngsters to take part in 
4-H and FFA safety projects. Safety IS 
a GOOD Investment! 

time I say thanks for taking time to let 
them know their efforts were 
appreciated. 

This reminds me, Thanksgiving is 

just around the comer and so I’ll close 
by wishing that each and every Tri- 
County member will have many things 
to be thankful for this Thanksgiving. 
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Wayne Estes 

Irvin Stanford 

old do not have four-wire service, and 
this confuses many electricians. 

The metal frame, metal siding and 
metal windows and doors are the 
things that make the mobile home 
different from a conventionally built 
home. The chassis of the mobile home 
and all exposed noncurrent-carrying 
metal parts must be effectively bonded 
to the grounding bar in the breaker 
panel or to the enclosure of the 
breaker panel. The fourth wire is run 
from the grounding bar back to the 
service pole—NOT to a driven ground 
rod or cold waterline, as is done in the 
wiring of a conventional home. 

If there is any doubt about receiving 
even a slight shock from metal around 
a mobile home, chances are that at 
least part of the foregoing procedure 
has not been followed. 

To protect your family and friends 
from shock, be sure to have a know¬ 
ledgeable electrician check the wiring 
of your mobile home, especially if you 
have already experienced some 
electrical difficulty or perhaps a slight 
shock.—/Warns Outlet, July, 1976. 

ELECTRIC HEAT 

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Clifton 
GVs Miles Northeast of Salem 
Built in 1976 
2214 Square Feet of Living Area 
Heating Contractor—Homeowner 

Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Scarbrough 
2V4 Miles Northeast of Mt. Vernon 
Built in 1976 
2177 Square Feet of Living Area 
Heating Contractor—Homeowner 

Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Ellis 
SVi Miles Northeast of Mt. Vernon 
Built in 1976 
1006 Square Feet of Living Area 
Heating Contractor—B & S 

Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Richards 
1 Miles East of Addievi/le 
Built in 1976 
980 Square Feet of Living Area 
Heating Contractor—Schorfheide 

Look closely for your location 
number in this issue. If you find your 
location number, please notify Tri- 
County Electric Cooperative’s office 
and we will gladly mail you a four 
dollar coupon to apply on your next 
month’s bill. 

ON PARADE 

Mr. and Mrs. Dick Young 
2V2 Miles Northeast of Mt. Vernon 
Built in 1976 
1434 Square Feet of Living Area 
Heating Contractor—Homeowner 

Mr. and Mrs. Gale Hefner 
V2 Mile Southwest of Marlow 
Factory-Built Home 
1056 Square Feet of Living Area 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Grafton 
4 Miles Northwest of Oakdale 
Factory-Built Home 
960 Square Feet of Living Area 

Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Hicks 
5 Miles l/Vest of Ashley 
Factory-Built Home 
1164 Square Feet of Living Area 
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'Bom farmers’ 
build family grain business 

{tTT Te got to talking about putting 
V V up some grain storage here, 

and it seemed to be a little short in 
this vicinity, so we put up more than 
we needed ourselves,” said Mark 
Marquis, explaining how his family 
started in the grain storage, trucking 
and buying business. 

The company, which is located just 
south of Buda on Illinois Valley Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative lines, is owned by 
Donald and Darrell Marquis. Mark is 
Darrell’s son. 

“We’re set up to store about half a 
million bushels,” Mark says, “but we’ll 
buy and sell about a million and a half 
bushels this year, the way it looks 
now. 

“We were doing our own drying,” 
he continues, “and using a portable 
dryer that we had to move around. We 
used about four different locations 
and each move took most of a day, so 
we decided to build a centrally located 
setup. It’s really handy here. We used 
to have grain wagons going all over the 
roads like crazy, and now it’s not bad. 

“Here we have a good location, a 
good road, and high ground, so we set 
up our storage and drying facilities. Of 
course, we set up a larger grain drying 
operation than we needed for just our 
crops, too.” 

Mark, who is 21, thinks of time in 
terms of crops. “Let’s see,” he muses, 

Top photo: M. M. "Bud" Jontz, left, 
manager of the Illinois Valley Electric 
Cooperative, visits with Darrell 
Marquis in front of one of the huge 
grain bins that make up part of the 
Marquis Brothers' grain operation. 
Above: Wilbur Nordstrom, a director 
at Illinois Valley, talks with Mark 
Marquis. Nordstrom is employed as a 
truck driver and mechanic, and Mark is 
the son of one of the owners 

“this is our third crop since I got out 
of high school. We’ve had two good 
ones and this year’s a break-even year. 
It’s a good crop year, but prices are 
bad and it’s a bad year for foreign 
matter, too.” He is a graduate of 
Western High School in Buda. 

The Marquis operation is designed 

to dry 1,500 bushels an hour at 
ten-points removal, and their three 

trucks can take a good-sized crop to 
the river for shipment. They have two 
bobtails and a semi, and when they 
put all three on the road, they can 
haul 1,665 bushels at a time. 

Trucking grain to the terminal is an 
important part of the business, and it 
requires a well-maintained set of 
trucks. That’s where Wilbur Nord¬ 
strom fits in. Nordstrom, an Illinois 
Valley director, is employed by the 
Marquis Brothers as a truck driver and 
mechanic. 

The family has been farming in the 
area for a long time. 

“We were born farmers,” Darrell 
laughs, “our mother was born more 
than 85 years ago in the house 
Donald’s living in now, and we don’t 
know how long her folks lived here 
before she was bom, so the family’s 
been here quite a while, all right.” 

They farm 1,500 acres, two-thirds 
of which was in corn this year. The 
rest was in soybeans. 

Denny Thromeburg is the book¬ 
keeper for the operation, and has been 
working full time since June. A former 
junior high school math teacher, the 
sandy-haired Thromeburg takes care of 
the truck scales, does the moisture 
testing, checks for foreign matter in 
grains, keeps in radio contact with the 
trucks, and handles the office side of 
the operation. 
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