
Dale King: 

4H’er 
wilh a 
"heart’ 

(continued from page 6) 
“We run preventative maintenance 

on the equipment based on a planning 

schedule we keep. We perform safety 
tests to ensure patients’ safety. Most 
of the tests are performed on a 
monthly basis,” he said. 

King’s schedule is a 40-hour week, 
Monday through Friday, 7 a.m. until 
3:30 p.m. That’s the basic week. The 
nature of the work and King’s sense of 
responsibility make it a 24-hour job. 
“I’m on call 24 hours,” he said. “Some 
days I am here much later than 3:30. 

“I have one class during the daytime 
and the hospital lets me take off an 
hour for it. Then I make up the time 
by working extra,” he said. 

He carries a class load of seven 
hours at John Woods and does the 
CREI studying in what other time he 
has available. 

How did King land his job? 
During King’s senior year in high 

school, Mike Sullivan, then the bio¬ 
medical engineer at Blessing, spoke to 
seniors at Quincy High. “I was trying 
to determine which area of electricity 
and electronics I wanted to enter. 
Mike told the seniors he was looking 
for an assistant. I applied and went to 
work in March of 1975. In June, Mike 
left the hospital for another job. 
That’s when I became head of the 
department,” King explained. 

Before going to work for Blessing, 
King worked for Richards Electric 
Motor Co. in Quincy, repairing and 
rewinding motors and generators. 

The study at John Woods and CREI 
will lead to a bachelor’s degree, King 
said. He then plans to gain certi¬ 
fication as a biomedical engineer. 

NEW LOW 

Model No. 50P70 

50' X 70' (13'3" Clearance) 

ON OUR FOUR 
MOST POPULAR 
BUILDINGS! 

Model No. 42P60 

42' X 60' (13'3" Clearance) 

Model No. 30P40 

Four popular farm buildings in the sizes farmers 
want most. Pre-engineered to Wickes high 
quality standards, and reduced in price to 
pass along the big savings now possible with 
new advanced construction methods. Like all 
Wickes buildings, they’re backed by our repu¬ 
tation for dependability and economy, and the 
low package prices include prompt erection 
on your land by skilled Wickes crews. 

30' X 40' ( 9'3" Clearance) 

Model No. 3816P60 

54' x 60' (13'3" Clearance) 

All building lengths expandable 
in 20' increments 

NEW ADVANCED 
CONSTRUCTION 
METHODS. 
Reduce labor costs at the job site. 

COLORS GALORE Seven beautiful new 
farmstead siding colors. Seven contrasting 
trim colors! 
STRONGEST WARRANTY 5-year warranty 
on all materials and workmanship. 30-year 
warranty on roof leaks due to corrosion. 

w Wickes Buildings 
A Division of The Wickes Corporation 

Illinois 
Call Collect 

Name 

or Mail Coupon Today 

Galesburg, Box 548 (309) 342-3416 Address 
Mendota, Box 9 (815) 539-9325 Town 
Gilman, Box 336 

Mt. Vernon, Box 1142 

(815) 265-7257 
County 

(618) 756-2347 

Taylorville, Box 117 (217) 824-9851 State Zip 

Phone 
IR 156 
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Golconda 
Named to 

Register of 
Historic Places 

Golconda, Pope County seat, has 
been named to the National Register 
of Historic Places by the National Park 
Service. 

Documents included in the 
registration state, “It would be dif¬ 
ficult to find another Ohio River 
Community in Illinois in which the 
experience of the past is so visibly 
enshrined in the fabric of the present.” 

The National Register began listing 
historic places in 1966, and the 
Golconda listing includes most of 
Golconda and a small area to the 
north. The area is rich in 19th century 
homes and commercial buildings. 
Other attractions of the area include a 
Civil War era courthouse, a picturesque 
setting in Lusk Creek Valley, and a 
restored hotel from the riverboat era. 
Much of the city is built on a high hill 
overlooking the Ohio River. 

A bill to study the feasibility of 
designating an area of Pope County 
and Shawnee National Forest as a 
national recreation area has been 
presented before the U.S. House sub¬ 
committee. 

An annual event in Golconda is the 
Pope County Deer Festival. Held 
November 12 through 14, the event 
heralds Pope County as the “Deer 
Capital of Illinois.” 

Omaha Farmer 
Harvests 

190.56 Bushels 
Per Acre 

Tim Rister of Omaha was recently 
named a member of the DeKalb Yield- 
masters Club for producing 190.56 
bushels of corn per acre in 1976. 

His yield, based on \SVi percent 
moisture, was mechanically harvested 
from a solid block measuring 1.089 
acres. 

Rister planted the crop on April 8 
in 30-inch rows and harvested an 
estimated stand of 21,800 plants per 
acre on September 18. Grain test 
weight was 53 pounds per bushel. 

His fertilizer program included 202 
pounds of nitrogen, 81 pounds of 
phosphate and 127 pounds of potash. 
Rister controlled weeds with Aatrex at 
three pounds per acre and Belt at IVi 
quarts per acre. No insecticide was 
used. An estimated 15-20 inches of 
rain fell on the crop from planting to 
harvest. 

The purpose of the club is to 
promote an exchange of ideas and 
information among the nation’s 
leading grain producers and to 
recognize them for their outstanding 
accomplishments as well as their 
important role in helping feed the 
world. Through the sharing of such 
information, the program also 
encourages farmers to adopt manage¬ 
ment and cultural practices that will 
aid them in obtaining maximum profit 
from each acre. 

Old 
Shawneetown Bank 

Illinois Conservation Director John 
McGuire recently announced a 
$128,000 restoration contract 
awarded for structural restoration of 
the Old Shawneetown Bank. This 
structure was built in 1839, and was 
the first state bank in Illinois. 

156 Deer Killed 
in Hardin County 

Deer hunters harvested 156 deer in 
Hardin County during the first shot¬ 
gun season of 1976. 

The largest deer taken in the county 
were two bucks, 169 pounds each. Of 
the 156 deer killed, 55 were does and 
101 were bucks. 

During the early season last year, 
148 deer were killed. 

In Pope County, 688 deer were 
taken this season. The deer kill in Pope 
County last year during the first shot¬ 
gun season was 661. 

Conserve-A-Tip 
Over half the heat that 
escapes from a house in 
the winter is lost through 
windows, cracks and open 
doors. Take a tip . . . use 
weatherstripping and caulk 
those cracks—and keep 
doors closed. 

It pays to 
conserve energy 
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Those mile-long freight trains going through SI EC's area are 

coordinated by signals powered by cooperative-supplied 

electricity. Here, a southbound train waits on a siding fora 

northbound freight to pass. 

Since 1966 Mitchell Smith has owned and operated this 

Dodge dealership located on new Route 13, one mile west 

of Interstate 57. Westernaire offers new and used cars and 

trucks as well as Custom Vans. They also offer a complete 

service department and body shop. 

V 
A 
IL 
U 

Area 
businesses, 

A new business on your cooperative lines is the Va/u-Store 

of Marion, Illinois. The store is located on new Route 13, 

one mile west of Interstate 57. The manager of the store is 

Mrs. Marcy Bagby who states that business has "exceeded 
all expectations." Inside the 40,000 square foot store, one 

will find departments in photography supplies, houseware, 

hardware, tobacco, toys, sporting goods, and auto supplies. 
The store opened October 14, 1976, and is open seven days 
a week, from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 

new and old 
Kiefer Electrical Supply Company is located on Route 3 

near Benton. They are a wholesale business, selling every¬ 

thing involved in industrial and residential wiring. Head¬ 

quarters for the operation is in Peoria. The business was 

established in 1922, and is owned by Walter Kiefer. Bill Carr 
is manager. 

JANUARY, 1977 
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If jeans become too short, but the fabric is good, create a 
fashionable jeans skirt. Open inner leg seams, lay front and 
back flat, measure length of wearer, cut off bottom of pant 
legs and use to fill in the triangles created when you lay the 
garment flat. With some topstitching, the skirt is ready for 
wearing. 

Except for the bad hole in the sleeve, this sweater is in good 
condition. Cut the worn sleeves off leaving about IV2 inches 
of sleeve. Finish the cut edge by adding a zigzag hem. Turn 
the IVz-inch portion inside and tack loosely into place, 
making it a sweater vest. 

g Recreat 

18 
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If you have 
a good reason to build 

...you have a good reason 
to visit your local Land Bank. 

If you have plans for building or 
improving, chances are the Land Bank can help with a 
long-term loan at reasonable cost. Maybe it's a new 
farrowing house, a carousel milking parlor or new grain 
drying and storage facilities. Maybe you’re planning to 
build a new home... or remodel the old one. Whatever 
your plans, stop in and discuss them with your local Land 
Bank Association. 

FEBRUARY, 1977 15 
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Southeastern Members 
Will Benefit from SIPC 
Power Plant Construction 

By the end of 1978, member- 

owners of Southeastern Illinois 

Electric Cooperative are expected to 

be receiving the benefits of a power 

plant addition presently under 

construction at the electric generating 

station of Southern Illinois Power 
Cooperative at Lake of Egypt. 

Officials estimate the plant 

addition, which will increase the 
generating capacity from 105 

megawatts (mw) to approximately 265 

mw, will be completed toward the 

latter part of next year. 

At that time, the increased 

generating capacity will go toward 

serving the electric power require¬ 

ments of Southeastern and two other 

southern Illinois electric distribution 

cooperatives which make up SIPC’s 

membership. The others involved are 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative 

Association of Steeleville and 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 

of Dongola. 

For Southeastern, the increased 

capability will parallel the growth in 

membership and power requirements 

of the near future. 

Roger C. Lentz, manager of South¬ 

eastern and president of SIPC, said a 

study had indicated that South¬ 

eastern’s membership is expected to 

reach 21,000 consumers by 1985 and 

that the power requirements of that 

increased membership will be nearly 

twice those of today’s 16,000 

members. 

The need for the added generating 

capacity and increased electric power 
for Southeastern is evident. 

The present plant was put into 

service in 1963 at a cost of $ 18- 

million, including the power station, 

land for Lake of Egypt and the lake’s 

construction. The addition, being 

financed through a loan from the 

Rural Electrification Administration, 

will cost in excess of $80-million. 

When compared, those figures 

emphasize the increasing costs 

associated with construction of 

electric generating plants to meet 

today’s needs and those of the future. 

Among the significant costs 

associated with the plant construction 

expense involved is that of equipping 

the station with pollution control 

devices. Ora Snider, administrative 

manager for SIPC, estimated that the 

equipment for pollution control will 

cost about $20-million, more than the 

original plant, the lake and adjacent 

land cost in 1963. State and federal 

environmental agencies require such 

devices. Not only do the pollution 

control devices cost large sums of 
money, they reduce the efficiency of 

the plant and add to the cost of power 

produced. The principal devices for 

pollution control at the new plant are 

electrostatic precipitators and sulfur- 

dioxide scrubbers. 

Just as the pollution control equip¬ 

ment is about one-fourth of the entire 

plant addition cost, the boiler and 

turbine generator represent another 

quarter of the expense. 

Snider said the turbine generator, 

made by General Electric, will cost 

over $5^-million and the cyclone 

boiler, made by Babcock and Wilcox, 

will cost over SISVi-million. 

In addition, Snider pointed out that 

SIPC was constructing over 100 miles 

of new transmission lines to help 

deliver the additional electric power to 

the member cooperatives. 

Over 50 contracts are required to 

complete all the work underway at 

Lake of Egypt, Snider said. The 

(continued on page 16c) 
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Framed by the steel structure of the power plant addition underway at Southern Illinois Power Cooperative on Lake of Egypt 

near Marion, the 435-foot smoke stack is an imposing sight. It stretches over twice the height of the two present stacks. The 

huge stack has two primary purposes, to handle the large volume of smoke from the coal-fired boiler and to dissipate the 

smoke at a much-higher level than the shorter stacks. 

FEBRUARY, 1977 16a 
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Upper right: This photo shows the old 
and new smoke stacks, as well as the 
coal-moving system necessary to get 
fuel to the boiler. Lower right: Jim 
Chapman, SIPC power manager, 
explains the changes taking place in 
order to deliver the additional power 
to the three SIPC member- 
cooperatives. In addition to increased 
substation capacity at the plant site, 
over 100 miles of new transmission 
line will be installed. At the left: When 
completed, the plant addition will be 
nearly as high as the two 200-foot 
stacks, visible at the right. Coal for the 
boiler will move by conveyor (visible 
running from the center right) to the 
three coal hoppers, the large, 
cannister-like units with funnel 
bottoms in the upper left-hand portion 
of the structure. 

(continued from page 16) 

principal contractor is Darin and 
Armstrong of Detroit, Mich. 

The new addition is located at the 
west side of the existing SIPC plant. 
Standing out from the plant site is the 
new smoke stack, rising 43 5 feet. It is 
a marked contrast to the two 200-feet 
stacks of the original plant. 

The larger stack serves two 
purposes. It is larger to accommodate 
the greater amount of smoke created 
by the coal-fired plant addition. It also 
is of a height sufficient to create 
greater dissipation of the smoke at a 
higher level than the shorter stacks. 

Snider said the new addition will be 
almost as high as the two older stacks, 
indicating the size of the structure 
necessary to accommodate the boiler 
and turbine, along with huge coal 
hoppers suspended high in the steel 
framework. 

It will take increased coal-moving 
equipment to help fuel the new boiler 
and work is underway on a conveyor 
system to meet those needs. 

L. Thomas Clevenger is manager of 
SIPC. Construction manager is Bill 
Merrow, who previously served as 

power plant superintendent. Jim Chap¬ 
man is power manager. Merrow works 
closely with contractor resident 
engineer Bill Herder. 

Work on the addition was begun in 
early 1975. Growth in the southern 

(continued on page 1 7) 
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Upper left: Bill Merrow, left, is SI PC's 
construction manager, working with 
contractor resident engineer Bill 
Herder. Lower left: Jim Whitright, 
SIPC electrical superintendent, looks 
over the station control console for 
the new unit. Above: The huge crane 
and the tall stack tower above the 
plant site. The construction work is 
visible at the right side of the plant. 

FEBRUARY, 1977 

(continued from page 16c) 
Illinois area in the period since 
construction of the original station 
dictated an addition to the plant. In a 
decade, an area which had witnessed a 
population decline for many years 
suddenly began to grow rapidly. The 
plant built in 1963 had a capacity that 
was about three times as great as the 
needs. Yet, in 10 years it would be 
almost outgrown. 

Lentz said the increased generating 
capacity placed Southeastern in an 

enviable position in that its members 
will not be faced with probable 
shortages after the unit goes into 
operation. 

The surge of growth in South¬ 
eastern’s area is demonstrated by a 
comparison of substation construction 
with the entire load of all three SIPC 
member-cooperatives in 1963. Sub¬ 
station capacity added in the last year 
to Southeastern’s system more than 
equals the combined loads of the three 
SIPC cooperatives 14 years ago. 
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Garages, Workshops, 
Utility Storage Buildings. 

Does anyone ever have enough 
space to store all the things that make 
life more enjoyable? Like boats, 
camper trailers, motor homes, snow¬ 
mobiles? Not to mention the everyday 
problem of finding room for a second 
or third car, lawn and garden equipment, the outdoor furniture, or 
dozens of other things that require weather protection. 

A low-cost Wickes utility 
building can solve the prob¬ 
lem for you—right now, and 

for years to come. These 
handsome, maintenance-free 

structures are available in the size, model or plan you need for a spa¬ 
cious garage, storage place or workshop, or all three in one if you 
want. In beautiful color steel or 
aluminum—your choice. 

Protect the things you’ve worked so 
hard to acquire. With a good-looking, 
professionally-engineered Wickes utility 
building. You’ll wonder why you 
waited so long. 

w Wickes Buildings 
A Division of The Wickes Corporation 

i Name 
ILLINOIS 
Box 548, Galesburg (309) 342-3416 

1 Address 
J Town Box 336, Gilman (815) 265-7257 

Box 9, Mendota (815) 539-9325 j State 
Box 1142, Mt. Vernon (618) 756-2347 [ County Box 117, Taylorville (217) 824-9851 

I Tel: 
IR258 

Call collect or mail coupon 

Solar Grain 
Drying Conference 

(continued from page 5) 

collectors are in use each year, it also 
has the advantage of being relatively 
inexpensive —once the collection 
system is built—and readily available. 

Solar’s potential was summed up by 
Sims, who said, “I think this thing is 
really going to catch on, and there are 
a lot of farmers out there ready to 
start using it. There is plenty of energy 
out there.” 

Several Illinois electric cooperatives 
sent representatives to the conference. 
Attending were: Roger Mohrman, 
Adams Electrical Co-Operative; John 
Kober, Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
Association; Vince Ijams and Charles 
Kyle, Corn Belt Electric Cooperative; 
Randall Beasley, Holly Shriver, Rick 
Phelps and Frank Gibbons, Coles- 
Moultrie Electric Cooperative; Victor 
Ketten and David Barbey, South¬ 
western Electric Cooperative; Ray 
Weiss, Howard Schweighart and Leo 
Klingelhoffer, Illini Electric Coop¬ 
erative; Lowell R. Riffey, M.J.M. 
Electric Cooperative; and Bob Lands, 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
erative. 
Below, John Kober, member services 
director for Egyptian Electric Coop¬ 
erative Association, and Terry 
Heffernan, assistant director of 
member services for A!EC, compare 
grains dried with and without heat. 
The display was set up at the Solar 
Grain Drying Conference in Cham¬ 
paign. 
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Now all you need, 
is a good place 

to pul it. Iv-s 
□ Trucks 

□ Cars 
□ Boats 

□ Bikes 
□ Campers 

□ Trailers 

□ Outdoor Furniture 

□ Lawn and Garden 
Equipment 

□ Snowmobiles 

□ (A Handy Hideaway) 

The Place: 
A beautiful, low-cost Wickes utility 

building, garage or workshop. 

Maybe all three, if you like, in one compact, space- 
efficient building. Plenty of room for equipment, vehi¬ 
cles, and other valued possessions—plus extra space 
for a workshop or hobby center, if you want it. Rugged 
professionally engineered pole-frame structures from 
Wickes Buildings with beautiful, maintenance free ex¬ 
teriors of color steel or textured color aluminum—your 
choice. Models, sizes, and plans for every need. Erected 
on your land by our own skilled crews. 

Call collect today, and see how little it costs to have 
your own 'mini-warehouse'. 

wm 
' 

Farm buildings for every requirement: machinery 
storage, beef, hogs, dairy, horses. Steel or 
aluminum exteriors. All sizes, all colors. 

ILLINOIS 
Box 548, Galesburg 
Box 336, Gilman 
Box 9. Mendota 

(309) 342-3416 Box 1142, Mt. Vernon (618) 756-2347 
(815) 265-7257 Box 117, Taylorville (217) 824-9851 
(815) 539-9325 

Name_ 

Address- 

County_ 

Town  

State  .Phone. 
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W E. Hunt retires- 
Victor Knight 

is new board member 
A man who has been associated 

with Southeastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative since its beginning and 
served as a director of the cooperative 
since 1949, W. E. (Earl) Hunt, retired 
December 28. 

Appointed to replace Hunt is Victor 
Knight, a 33-year-old farmer who lives 
near Dale in Hamilton County, the 
county that Hunt represented. 

Hunt, who was one of the first to 
sign up to form the cooperative in 
1939 and helped lead a township 

Energy 
Conservation 

Now 

It's our job to make sure electric 
energy is always available when you 
need it. It's your responsibility to 
make the best possible use of 
energy.. .every day. As a reminder of 
these roles in energy management, a 
new symbol is being introduced. 

Three important elements for 
successful energy management make 
up the symbol—C for conservation; E 
for energy, and a strong 
inward-pointing arrow representing the 
immediate need for conservation of 
our energy resources and focusing 
consumer attention on our nation's 
heavy dependence on energy.   

effort to get others signed up, said 
there has been considerable change 
since then. “I think we had three or 
four substations. Even 12-15 years 
ago, we thought things had leveled off, 
but now it looks like there is no limit 
to it.” 

Although there is some 50 years 
separating the ages of the retiring 
director and his replacement, they 
share a common philosophy when the 
topic is rural electrification. 

“Nothing better in the world could 
have happened to the farmer. 
Electricity is the cheapest thing in the 
world, even at today’s prices,” Hunt 
said. 

Knight amplified that statement by 
adding, “There just isn’t any way a 
farm operation could run without 
electricity.” 

It is interesting to know that Hunt 
has been retired from farming longer 
than Knight has been farming. 

Hunt, who farmed near Broughton, 
retired from that activity in 1957. “I 
kept busy doing some things around 
the farm, gardening and keeping up 
with my family,” Hunt said. 

It is quite a family, too. 
Hunt and his wife, Grace, count five 

children in their family: Wayne, who 
farms and lives west of Broughton; 
Earl Jr., of Deming, New Mexico; Mrs. 

Helen Short, who lives five miles west 
of Norris City; Mrs. Ruth Griffith, of 
Indianapolis, and Carl, who died last 
year. 

Then, there are nine grandchildren, 
nine great-grandchildren and one great 
great-grandchild. 

Hunt and his wife have moved into 
Norris City and he plans to do about 
the same things he has done. “I’ll put 
out a garden, like I’ve done for the 
past 15 or 20 years,” he said. 

Hunt not only devoted 29 years to 
the cooperative as a director, but he 
has been the secretary-treasurer since 
1952. 

His time spent on boards has not 
been limited to Southeastern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative. 

For 18 years, he served on the 
Norris City School Board and was the 

board president. He held all the 
elected offices of the Independent 
Telephone Company during a 33-year 
period on the board of that organiza¬ 
tion. He even found time to give six 
years of service to the McLeansboro 
FS board, too. 

Hunt was elected to the SEIEC 
board when Edwin Douglas, an 
original board member and among 
those who help sign up members, 
retired. “I was asked to run for the 
position, and I won,” he said. 
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THE SOUTHEASTERN LIGHT 

Victor Knight, left, newly appointed director of Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, talks with W. E. Hunt, the retiring 
director he replaced on the cooperative's board of directors. Knight, 33, farms near Dale in Hamilton County, raising corn, 
wheat, soybeans and hogs. Hunt, who began his service in the board in 1949, farmed near Broughton, but now lives in Norris 
City. 

Knight, a native of Hamilton 
County, began farming in 1963, 
working 200 acres. Today he produces 
corn, soybeans and wheat, as well as 
marketing 1,200 to 1,400 hogs each 
year, on 2,500 acres north of Dale. 

He went to Dale schools and is a 
member of the Dale Water District 
Board. He and his wife, Janet, have 
four children: Vickie, 12; Timmy, 10; 
Roger, 8, and Connie Jo, 3. 

In the early part of January, on a 
snow-packed road, Knight, his wife 

and youngest child, were involved in 
an automobile accident that sent them 
to the McLeansboro hospital. They 
were treated and released. A new 
vehicle was totaled. 

Farming as many acres as Knight 

does keeps him and his family busy. 
“Janet has a full-time job being a farm 
wife and keeping up with the 
children,” he said. 

“When we aren’t farming, and have 
a few days off, we like to travel,” he 
said. 

As Hunt and Victor Knight have 
something in common as past and 
present representatives of Hamilton 
County, Hunt and Janet Knight also 
have something in common. 

Both bowl and last year they won 
county Farm Bureau bowling 
competition, advanced through the 
district tournament at Mt. Vernon and 
represented Hamilton County in the 
state Farm Bureau tournament in 
Springfield. 
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ELECTRICITY: 
The Magician 
in Your Home 

Electricity is truly a magician! And 

it can give you continuous wonderful 

service if you observe a few simple 

precautions. 

There is nothing mysterious about 

electricity. It serves you faithfully 

without noise, muss or fuss. It is so 

commonplace in all walks of life that 

little or no assistance is given to it. 

However, these very features 

frequently result in excessive demands 

being placed on your electrical system. 

These in turn may produce service 

interruptions or undesirable conditions 

in your home. 

For comfortable, economical, 

modern electrical living—and for 

safety’s sake—look at your electrical 

equipment now! 

Think of the electrical wires in your 

house as being pipes through which 

electricity flows. It enters your house 

through a large pipe. At the fuse box it 

branches off into smaller pipes called 

branch circuits. These go through the 

walls and ceilings to wall outlets and 

light switches. When you plug in an 

appliance or turn on a light, it is as if 

you turned on the faucet to draw off 

some of the current. If you plug in 

more appliances, you, in effect, open 

two or three faucets on the same pipe. 

The flow of electricity slows in each 

faucet, because the pipe cannot hold 

enough to supply them all at one 

time—you have overloaded it. 

Unlike overloaded water pipes that 

simply fail to dispense the water, 

overloaded electric circuits and wires 

grow hot. The larger the overload, the 

hotter the wires. Circuit breakers and 

fuse boxes are safety factors designed 

to be the weakest link in the electrical 

system—when a circuit is overloaded, 

the first indication of the heat shows 

up in the fuse or circuit breaker. The 

heat trips the system and electricity is 

automatically shut off. However, the 

heat generated by continual over¬ 

loading eventually destroys the pro¬ 

tective coverings on the wires within 

your home—possibly resulting in an 
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electrical fire. 

The purpose of this inspection form 

is to help you find and correct 

conditions in your home that may 

result in electrical fire. This form 

serves as your record of the inspection 

made. 

Unsafe conditions should be 

corrected immediately. Relatively 

minor matters, such as installing fuses 

of proper size and replacing or 

relocating extension cords can be 

handled by yourself. But when the 

trouble is basic—circuits that are too 

few in number or too light to handle 

the job—call in a competent electrical 

contractor. He is equipped to do your 

work quickly, expertly, and safely. 

In Inspecting your 

home, remember: 

• Be careful—do not explore areas or 

devices about which you are 

uncertain. 

• Be thorough—inspect from the base¬ 

ment to the attic. 

• Be critical and honest—there is no 

halfway safety with electricity. 

• Make your inspection room by 

room, jotting notes in the space 

provided. 

• Don’t take NO for an answer. 

Wherever the answer to these 

questions is no, your wiring needs 

attention. Do not delay in 

correcting unsafe conditions. 

1 6b ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS 



^ TJ 

cr 00 E 

at 

S’" 

E o 

c 
<0 3 

CJ O 

■g.E 

3 OflC 
a) c J2 

-Q'0.5 

fifl 
u ^ u 
C w 
(U o -C 

— QO 
a 3 Q. CD O 
W C 

3 CD 

00 S 
2 C (D 

als 

fi,. 
^ x: £ 

o a, S 

c ° .-M 
>'3 4-3 O (0 U 

(A 

<n S 1 o 
X 
u 

> «3 
■M jt 
«> 5 ^ 

53 
C' n <0 o 
0) o 

(/) 
c 
S.2 

^5 C C 
O 

JC — w u 
(0 

cp 
S2 = . 

2 ™ i2 £ 
o a ^ 

E rc <TJ c 
E o ^ o _ o u o z 

T, £ ro 

u. c 2 00 
8 9 - .E 

tJ era o <u ra a> Q c a^e 

ra i 

^ (A - 
00 

si " 
o 
c a> 
^ Q. 
Q.£ 
0-3 

— vi 

2P <V k. — O 
(J 

ii 
c U) 0 F U 0) 

X 
3 0i 

b 

3!3 * 

-£0 

Q. 0) 
c 

<U P 

0) 
^ o 

CD ~= 

S'0 

ii oj 
o ^ 
E- 

0) ra 

< E 

<0 «A 
O O 
y T; 

2 ^ 

"D ob 

£ a 
X 

- > o ra 
Q x: 

E <g 
2 -2 

^ OJ 

5i Qo 

E 5 

2.2 

ra 
2l 

i 0 

W ra 
ra 

t </> 

1/1 01 
o 
ra 

>> c 
^2 CD *“ 

“E 

E 2^. 
<D «/) 

. <D 
m °- 

O J CO 
O > u 
03 CT3 «A 
C ^ 
^ -C — 
3 00 (D 

O ^ 

^ £r 

3 ^ 
JI J3 00 Ctt 

^ J/) 

c .r 
0) IZ OO.ti 
a5 ^ 

*■§ 

o 15 
O o 
CO O E:E 

CD > 
to 
fo _ 

^ H- 

CA ^ 

1/7 ~ QJ CT3 <D 

t-^ 
t; 'J ra 
S--9 “ 
U G> . 

£ »- O 
O 

{v)"4- Q- 
= <« 9 
2 c-5 k_ v) 
CL.2 -sc 

ro u o 
<D ^ 

CD c > 

> c .. 
CO O ^ 

^ u £ 

co 00 E 
C 0) 

(/) 
CT3 

~ TJ 

SI; 
ra oo ~ 

■2 ra "o 
Si or"’ 

2 o 

^ a2 

o ® 

o 2 S 

2 f i- 01 

O C 
<-> E 

2 2f> 
t-> ra * 

O § 

CO 

<D 
3 w. 
O (D 
h a. u E- 
DO ? J 

DO Osl 
CO ^ 

- ^ . 
<A O 

< 

tx ^ ^ 

o 3 ra 

r-- 

32 

3 U 3 

ra o 
— u 

o ra i/> 0) ^ 

il'is 3 2 ri ^ o e u = 

flj v' r: 
S"3 = 9 c c ^ a 
ro ^ ra £ 
— 1- ra a (/i 0) ■ 
a c 
ra ra P ^ 

^ ra ra o . ra j; >- •t; o m 
Z < JC <M 3 

3 r.. 

g s 0) CO 

3 do 
o .E 

O O 

Q A 

ra A 

3 1- i/i 

in 2 g ro 

CA ^ 

^ -C *0 

a, 
§;c2 
i-' CD tA 

5 c 
0) -Q — 
DO 

£ E 
0) £ 
DC O 

*- c 

oP 

0) (/> 
(A <D 
O JC 

*“ CO 

0) E 

tA 

2 * 

— c 

lo - 
5 "o 

— ♦r -i- 
CT3 O DO 

9 c ~ E 
CTJ flj 

S- 
CD CA ^ 

ra2 
< 

« 
2- 
a| 

(A O 
t- o ^ -C 

U < 

r*-. 

> ra 
5 ^ J 

__ n> ■o c ra 

2 ^ o 

<TJ 
5 •o 

Q. 2 
o 

co o 
a> o 
^2 
_ 3 
(0 O 

w __ 
S.1 
(A — 

S Ri ?! CM CM 5 

<E 

J? 

£ I 

ra ra 
o 

E 
0) 

£ 3 
3 (A 

-c -a 
DO 0) 
— c 

DO 

CD <A I 
k- <D 
< U 1 

Outlet: a terminal for electric 

wiring, usually on the baseboard or in 

the walls, at which the wires terminate 

for connection to electric fixtures or 

appliances. 

Connection: the contact that results 

from turning on a switch or plugging 

in an appliance. 

Connector: a device for joining 

wires by plugging one into the other. 

Plug: a fitting used to make an 

electrical connection. 

Multiple Plug: a fitting to which one 

Glossary: 
or more separate plugs may be 

attached and plugged into a single 

outlet. 

Circuit: the path or branch of 

electric current that runs through the 

walls and ceiling to the outlets. There 

may be half a dozen outlets on each 

circuit. 

Circuit Breaker: a switch that 

automatically interrupts the flow of 

electricity through a circuit which is 

overloaded. 

Fuse: a wire, bar, or strip of metal 

with a low melting point that dissolves 

and breaks the circuit when electric 

current overloads the circuit. 

Fuse Box: a box or cabinet with 

hinged door that houses the switches 

and fuses for the various circuits of an 

electric wiring system. 

Conductor: a body or substance 
capable of transmitting electricity- 

wires, some metals, water, even 

people. 

Ground Wire: a conductor to force 

electricity to the ground. 
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Window and Drapery 
Insulation Values 

The concern for energy availability coupled with its 
high cost has stirred interest in methods of reducing heat 
loss through windows. 

The windows of an average home account for from four 
to as high as 20 percent of the total wall and ceiling area 
exposed to the outdoors. Windows account for from six to 
10 percent of the total building cost. But, heat loss through 
windows will account for from 25 to as high as 50 percent 
of the heating costs. 

When building a new home, perhaps one of the most 
effective methods of economizing on fuel expenses is to 
reduce the amount of window area. However, some local 
building codes set minimum requirements for window area. 

Another method is to use insulated or double and triple 
glazed glass in the windows. It is possible to purchase 
windows with two sets of insulated (double) glass, giving 
quadruple glazing for extremely cold climates. In 
Fairbanks, Alaska, an architect has even used insulated 
shutters (IVz inches polystyrene sandwiched between sheets 
of 1/4 inch plywood) that may be open during the day and 
closed at night for reducing the heat loss and providing 
additional privacy and security in his homes. 

The insulating R-value of a window is relatively 
insignificant when compared with the insulating value of 
the main part of a wood framed wall. A 2 x 4 stud wall, 
insulated with 3 Vi inches of fiberglass, has an average 

1 6d 

insulating R-value of 13.2. A 2 x 6 stud wall with six inches 
of fiberglass has an average R-value of 22.4. A single pane 
of glass has an R-value of only 0.89; double glazing, 1.81; 
triple glazing, 2.79; and quadruple glazing, 3.74. 

Draperies and window shades are poor insulators for 
prolonged sub-zero climates. A study at the University of 
Georgia showed that double glazed windows with loose 
“insulated” drapery had an insulating R-value of 1.90. 
Draperies that touch the floor and are partially sealed by a 
closed-top cornice above the window increased the R-value 
to 2.03 since air was trapped and restricted from moving 
behind the drapery. Sealing the draperies along the edges 
and at the center with tape increased the insulation R-value 
to 2.35. 

Closing draperies and shades over windows does, in 
turn, reduce the surface temperature of the glass. Since 
drapery is an extremely poor vapor barrier, the formation 
of condensation and frosting will become more severe 
behind closed drapery. Adding moisture by a humidifier 
often results in a further increase in condensation and frost 
in cold climates. This is particularly true in electrically- 
heated homes or in homes where the fossil fuel-fired 
heating plant is isolated in a garage, crawl space, or attic. 
Placing the fuel-fired heating system in the basement or 
main part of the living quarters helps to remove excess 
moisture produced in a home. 

Insulation Value 
of Windows 

R-Value 

Single glazing, bare 0.89 
Double glazing, bare 1-81 
Double glazing, loose drapery 1.90 
Double glazing, partially loose drapery 2.03 
Triple glazing, bare 2.79 
Quadruple glazing, bare 3.74 

Double glazing, insulated shutters 9.59 
Wall, 3Vi” fiberglass, average 13.20 
Wall, 6” fiberglass, average 22.40 
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The Ohio River near Shawneetown is an example of the severe winter weather that created emergency conditions throughout 
the eastern two-thirds of the country. Temperatures that dipped to 20 degrees below zero and under froze the river, stopping 
barge traffic. The upper gates of Dam 51 at Cave-In-Rock were frozen solid, halting all river traffic. 

Mrs. Small/ Director’s Wife, 
Dies January 30 

Pope County 
Ambulance in 

Operation 
The Bi-County Ambulance Service, 

with an ambulance and trained 
personnel stationed at the City Hall in 
Golconda, is on duty in Pope County 
from 8:30 a.m. until 10:30 p.m. daily. 

The number to call for ambulance 
service is 683-2111. If there is no 
answer at that number, call the Vienna 
Correctional Center at 658-2131 and 
an ambulance will be dispatched by 
radio. 

Mrs. Bernice DeVar Small, 71, wife 
of Southeastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative Director John C. Small of 
Galatia, died Sunday, January 30. 

She was born June 24, 1905, in 
Franklin County, daughter of the late 
William and Ada Shephard Brooks. 
She was a member of the Galatia 
United Methodist Church. 

Surviving in addition to her husband 
are a step-son, Harvey DeVar, Harris¬ 

burg; two nieces, Doris Koser, 
Arlington Heights, and Helen Mira, 
San Francisco; a step-grandson, Bill 
DeVar, and a step-great-grandson, 
Marc DeVar, both of Harrisburg. A 
son, Harold Franklin Owen, preceded 
her in death. 

Funeral services were conducted 
Tuesday, February 1. Burial was in 
Weber Camp Ground Cemetery near 
Galatia. 
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Winter bitterly cold temperatures froze the Mississippi along Illinois' western border, halting barge traffic and delaying 
shipments of vita! supplies north. In addition, Ohio River barge traffic was halted because of ice, leaving hundreds of barges 
and towboats virtually stranded. 

Degree-day records illustrate winter's 
severity 

(continued from page 14) 

no matter what kind of energy 
provided the heat. 

To make matters worse, the degree- 
day figures do not take into account 
the wind-chill factor. As far as the 
degree-day is concerned, the wind 
makes no difference at all. And, when 
it comes to heating your home it may 
not—provided your home is well-sealed 
against the wind with caulking, 
weather stripping and storm windows. 

Even as cold and expensive as the 
weather has been here, we have been 
fortunate. To the east of us, the 
weather was much worse. Schools 
closed and factories reduced hours or 
went completely out of production. 
Millions of workers were idled; many 
are still not back at work. 

All in all, it has been the kind of 
winter our grandparents talked about, 
but this one was worse, according to 
the records. Throughout Illinois, it has 
been a winter to remember, even 
though most of us would rather forget 
it. 
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elps Weather Service 

Tornadoes were the topic of discussion at Spoon River Electric Co-operative recently when the cooperative hosted a tornado 
spotters meeting. Manager Bill McCamey, left, talked weather with Roger Geer, center, official-in-charge of National Weather 
Service office in Peoria, and Gene Burchett, coordinator of the Fulton County Emergency Services and Disaster Agency 
(formerly Civil Defense). Geer praised the area tornado-spotting organization, calling it "one of the best in the nation." 

“and we always ask spotters to look 
for rotation. In fact, we have a slogan 
that goes like this: ‘If it doesn’t spin, 
don’t call it in.’ ” 

“On the average,” Geer told his 
audience, “about 700 tornadoes strike 
each year in the United States, and no 
state is really safe from them. We hope 
that by having spotters we can keep 
loss of life to a minimum. We can’t 
save property, but we can save lives, 
and that’s the most important thing.” 

A good estimate of wind speed is 
helpful in keeping track of storm 
systems, Geer said, and it is possible to 
estimate wind speeds fairly closely. 

“If large branches are moving and 

you can hear whistling in overhead 
wires, the wind velocity is about 25 to 
31 miles an hour, and if whole trees 
are moving and it’s inconvenient to 
walk against the wind, that indicates 
speeds to 32 to 38 miles an hour. 

“If small branches or twigs break, 
and the wind impedes walking, the 
wind is blowing 39 to 46 miles an 
hour, while speeds of 47 to 54 miles 
an hour will cause slight structural 
damage and break larger branches and 
weak limbs,” Geer said. 

“Winds of 55 to 63 miles an hour 
will cause moderate structural and tree 
damage,” he continued, “and winds of 
64 miles an hour and above cause 

heavy-to-severe structural and tree 
damage.” 

Information on hailstorm activity is 
appreciated by the weather service, 
too, Geer said, and the data is more 
useful if the size of hailstones is 
reported. “It’s helpful if you relate the 
size of the hailstones to the sizes of 
such common objects as peas, marbles, 
golf balls, and so on,” he told the 
utility men, “or if you tell us its 
approximate diameter in inches.” 

Geer also outlined what should be 
done in the event a tornado watch is 
broadcast. “A tornado watch is issued 

(continued on page 22) 
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At Form Leaders Banquet: 

Food for Century III plan outlined 
Nearly 200 Southern Illinois farm 

and rural leaders heard Dr. Clarence J. 
Kaiser, director of the Dixon Springs 
Agricultural Center, Simpson, outline 
a new capital improvement program 
for the University of Illinois Colleges 
of Agriculture and Veterinary 
Medicine March 8. 

The expansion program is entitled 
“Food for Century III” and is 

designed to provide the land grant 
university with the physical facilities 
with which to assist the United States 
to meet its food and nutrition needs 
during the next 100 years. 

Dr. Kaiser was addressing the 17th 
annual Farm Leaders Banquet 
sponsored by Southeastern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative for farm, agri¬ 
business and government repre¬ 

sentatives from throughout the coop¬ 
erative’s 10-county service area. He 
noted that Southeastern has played a 
leading role in assuring that adequate 
electrical energy supplies will be 
available to meet the needs of 
Southern Illinois citizens in the future. 

“We at the University of Illinois 
realize that we must be equally 
concerned about where food for our 
third century is to come from,” Dr. 
Kaiser said. The program he outlined is 
designed to allow the University of 
Illinois to launch major research 
efforts aimed at the world food 
problem and to modernize extension 
programs in Illinois to maximize the 

distribution of research findings. 
“Food for Century III” is a package 

of building rehabilitation and new 
construction and land and equipment 
acquisition that would extend over an 
eight-year period. It would be financed 
through a special bond issue which the 
university proposes to repay over a 
25-year period with revenues from the 
Agricultural Premium Fund, most of 
which comes from a pari-mutuel tax 
on horse racing receipts. 

The program proposed includes 21 
new building projects, major 
remodeling of existing buildings, 
acquisition of land, major pieces of 
fixed equipment needed for the 
buildings, and development of research 
and extension facilities in northern 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS 

Dr. Clarence J. Kaiser, director of the Dixon Springs Agricultural Center at 
Simpson, left, chats with Roger Lentz, manager of Southeastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative prior to the cooperative's 17th annual Farm Leaders Banquet. Nearly 
200 area farm leaders gathered at Southeastern Illinois Community College March 
8 to hear Dr. Kaiser describe an expansion program being proposed by the 
University of Illinois' Colleges of Agriculture and Veterinary Medicine. 
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Tornado Season 

and western Illinois as well as at Dixon 

Springs in Southern Illinois. Dr. Kaiser 

said the program will allow the 

Colleges of Agriculture and Veterinary 

Medicine to launch major new 

programs designed to increase plant 

and animal food production 

capabilities, conquer plant and animal 

disease which each year costs the state 

millions of dollars in food production 

losses and develop new and improved 

methods of food processing and 

distribution. 

Dr. Kaiser said the University of 

Illinois Board of Trustees has endorsed 

the “Food for Century III” program 

and the plan must now be approved by 

the Illinois General Assembly and 

Governor James Thompson. Dr. Kaiser 

urged the farm leaders to contact 

legislators to express concern over 

Illinois’ food production capability 

and to urge approval of the program. 

Roger Lentz, manager of 

Southeastern Illinois Electric Coop¬ 

erative, in remarks to the farm leaders, 

credited the work of the University of 

Illinois and Southern Illinois 

University at Carbondale with making 

Illinois the top farm commodity 

exporting state in the nation and the 

United States the world’s leader in 

food production. He said electric 

cooperatives serve an estimated 86 

percent of the farms in Illinois and are 

doing everything they can to assure 

adequate energy to meet food 

production needs. 

“Nuclear generated electricity has 

not moved as fast as many of our 

industry thought it would to meet our 

increased energy needs,” Lentz said, 

“due to unreasonable environmental 

and safety restraints and over¬ 

regulation by federal and state 

agencies. Therefore attention is again 

focusing on coal. New mining activity 

in Southeastern’s service area and 

throughout the area is benefiting the 

Southern Illinois economy.” 

Besides Dr. Kaiser, the SIEC Farm 

Leaders Banquet program included a 

presentation by Southern Illinois 

University entitled “Illinois Coal: Its 

Past, Present and Potential.” The 

multi-screen slide presentation 

reviewed the history of Illinois coal 

and described its potential for helping 

meet the nation’s future energy 

needs. 

The tornado season is with us again. 

Knowing what to do when one occurs 

could save lives. 

Tornado weather is usually 

unseasonably hot, humid, muggy and 

sultry. Heavy, shaggy clouds fill the 

sky and the air is often still and 

oppressive. 

A tornado usually forms along a line 

of thunderstorms known as a “squall 

line.” Most tornadoes move from a 

westerly direction. In the spring and 

fall the usual pattern is from 

southwest to northeast while in the 

summer the usual movement is from 

the west to northwest. But, they have 

been known to come from any 

direction and may change direction. 

A tornado funnel cloud has a rapid, 

rotating motion and gives off a 

continuous roaring noise. People often 

compare the noise to the sound of 

hundreds of diesel locomotives. 

The typical tornado travels 

cross-country at 25 to 40 miles per 

hour. But the winds within the funnel 

may reach more than 200 miles per 

hour. 

When the Weather Bureau learns of 

tornado conditions, it issues a tornado 

watch. Should a tornado develop, it 

sends out a tornado warning. 

Following are suggestions on what 

to do to protect yourself from a 

tornado. 

1. Plan ahead of time where to take 

shelter. 

2. Make a practice of listening to 

weather forecasts. 

3. If a tornado watch is issued, listen 

to hourly weather broadcasts for 

further information or for actual 

tornado warnings. 

4. If possible, postpone trips as well as 

work away from home. 

5. If you must be in the field, stay 

within 10 minutes of your shelter. 

6. Watch the sky for heavy lightning 

which is part of the thunderstorm 

and tornado. 

7. When you learn that a tornado is 

headed your way, move to shelter. 

The safest place to be when a 

tornado strikes is in an underground 

shelter—a storm cellar, cave or 

underground excavation. Greatest 

safety in a house is generally offered 

near the center, away from outside 

walls. Heavy furniture may provide 

additional shelter. 

8. Take a battery radio and a flashlight 

with you to the shelter. A map of 

the state may also be helpful. 
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Member Families Honored at Conservation Meeting 
Mr. and Mrs. Carroll Downen, 

Ridgway, were selected as the 
“Conservation Family of the Year” in 
Gallatin County at the February 17 
annual meeting of the Gallatin County 
Soil and Water Conservation District. 
They were presented a certificate given 
by Radio Station WGN in Chicago. 
Lee Ramesy, a member of the CSWD 
board of directors, made the presen¬ 
tation. 

Charles Varner, Ridgway Township, 
received the Goodyear Conservation 
Award for 1976. He was chosen for 
the award because of the use of 
various conservation practices on his 
farm during the past year. 

Charles Varner, left, of Ridgway 
Township was chosen as the winner of 
the Goodyear Conservation Award in 
1976. Ken Black, a representative of 
the Goodyear Tire and Rubber 
Company, presented him a plaque. 

Mr. and Mrs. Carroll Downen, Ridgway, received a certificate for being chosen "Conservation Family of the Year" in Gallatin 
County. The presentation was made at the February 17 meeting of the Gallatin County Soil and Water Conservation District. 
Making the presentation was Lee Ramesy, a member of the organization's board of directors. 
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Letters to the Cooperative Fish Cooperative 

Opens in 

Golconda 
Bob Presley, Makanda, has opened a 

new business in Golconda. It has 
opened in the building formerly 
housing the Billington Lumber 
Company. The business grew out of 
Presley’s favorite pastime—fishing the 
Ohio River. He has spent much of his 
spare time in Golconda, and as much 
of that time as possible, fishing the 
river with “Joe” Tabor, a fishing 
buddy. 

Presley has formed a fishing coop¬ 
erative, including half a dozen 
commercial fishermen who will catch 
fish for the company. 

Presley, who along with Tabor will 
be doing much of the fishing, expects 
a weekly catch of several thousand 
pounds of various kinds of fish. The 
fish will be delivered to the building, 
where they will be cleaned, wrapped 
and chilled. 

Some will be retailed locally, but 
Presley has a fleet of trucks and is 
setting up dealerships in southern 
Illinois to receive shipments of fresh 
fish twice a week. He is also in the 
process of contacting clubs and 
organizations to which he will offer 
table-ready fish. 

Mr. Otis Hickey 
Public Relations Director 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Co-op 
Eldorado, Illinois 62930 

Dear Mr. Hickey: 

I would like to take this oppor¬ 
tunity to express my sincere thanks to 
you and to the Southeastern Illinois 
Electric Co-op for awarding me the 
Co-op’s 1976-1977 Logan Foundation 
Scholarship. 

I am presently in my last semester 
at Logan. Next fall, I am planning to 
attend the University of Illinois, 
studying the mining option in the 
general engineering program there. 

I feel coal is one of our foremost 
assets in Southern Illinois, as well as in 
the United States as a whole. As a 
mining engineer, I hope to be able to 
participate in the improvement of coal 
mining methods in order to both 
reclaim and maintain our land 
resources and to strengthen the area’s 
economy. 

Again, thank you for your interest 
in my education. 

Sincerely, 

Frances Parton 

To Whom It May Concern: 

One Sunday in January, when the 
temperature dropped to about —20 
degrees, we experienced a power 
outage about 5:45 and which lasted 
for approximately an hour. 

This occurrence certainly impressed 
on us the importance of uninterrupted 
power supply especially as it applies to 
home heating. 

But more than that, we couldn’t 
help but recognize that employees of 
the cooperative had to go out into the 
frigid weather to restore electric 
service. 

To all those men who have to work 
on the line during such emergencies 
and during the time when Nature 
seems to go on a rampage our sincerest 
thanks and appreciation. 

Yours truly, 

A.J. Tryba 

Linda Whitlock Is Saline County 
Tam Wife of the Year' 

Linda Whitlock, of rural Karel Park, 
was chosen “Farm Wife of the Year” 
at the annual meeting of the Saline 
County Farm Bureau. She was 
nominated by Mrs. Mack (Dean) 
Pulliam. 

Each contestant was nominated by 
a neighbor or friend who wrote a letter 
explaining why she thought her 
nominee deserved the title, and each 
letter was judged by a committee. 

The Whitlock family is made up of 

Linda and Hal D., 13-year-old 
DeWayne, 11-year-old Dwight and 
5-year-old Denise. They are members 
of the Southeastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative. 

Aside from “Farm Wife of the 
Year,” Linda is also farm mother, farm 
hand and “girl Friday.” If the weather 
is good during the planting season, 
Linda just helps around the farm, but 
if the planting season is rainy or late, 

she helps in all phases of the 
operation. Plowing, disking, hoeing, 
cultivating, applying fertilizer aand 
liquid chemicals are some of the jobs 
she’s done in the past, as well as 
planting beans, corn, and wheat. 

“I’m proud and happy to be picked 
as the Farm Wife of the Year. More 
than this, I am very proud to be a part 
of the working-together spirit that 
makes us a farming family,” she says. 
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Conservancy Dist 

solutior 
The water situation in Eldorado has 

steadily grown worse and the already 
low water supply was threatened by 
constantly breaking mains and the fear 
of fire. 

According to research done by R. 
A. Nack and Associates of Carbondale, 
the present water systems in Eldorado 
and the surrounding townships are 
barely meeting the everyday demands 
of users. The increased interest in coal 
production makes growth inevitable 
for this area, and the present water 
systems can’t cope with the projected 
increases without major renovations. 

Eldorado alone is using up to 
650.000 gallons of water per day, over 
100.000 gallons more than normally 
used for this season. When the 
reservoir was built in 1920, it was 
rated at 350 million gallons with the 
Karle Park facilities capacity rates at 
29.2 million when it was constructed. 

If a major fire occurs near the 
business district or in a heavily 
populated neighborhood, dozens of 
structures could be endangered 
because of the lack of water. The 
mobile home that burned a few weeks 
ago in the Parish Addition was a 
frightening indicator of the scope of 
this problem. Had the fire happened 
near a more-populated district during 
the period of low pressure, contain¬ 
ment would have been nearly 
impossible for the fire department. 

Another complication to this 
problem is a water system that was 
built in the 1920’s. This winter’s cold 
put such a strain on the fifty-year-old 
system as to keep the water depart¬ 
ment crews out many nights repairing 
the broken mains. 

Eldorado’s is not the only water 
system running into a tight supply 
situation. Without proper backup 

systems, the rains forecast for this 
spring will only provide a temporary 
solution to an ever-increasing area 
problem. In the proposed Saline and 
Gallatin County Inter-Community 
Water System, the Saline Valley 
Conservancy District feels it has a 
more permanent solution to the water 
crisis in this area. 

After last year’s rejection of the 
proposed Little Saline Lake water 
system, the conservancy district has 
resubmitted a proposal for building a 
uniform water system for Saline and 
Gallatin County under a federal grant. 
The $10 million system has been 
divided into two phases, each taking 
one year to construct under the Public 
Works Act, utilizing local labor in the 
construction. 

The water will come from a 
prehistoric underground river flowing 
under the Ohio River near Old 
Shawneetown. The supply was tested 
clear and pure with a capacity 
production of nine million gallons per 
day. Phase one of the system is the 
construction of three drilled wells to 
the river, a water filtration plant at the 
site, and water storage tanks with 
pumping stations at each proposed 
township. 

Phase one would construct the 
water main to Eldorado, and would 
follow Route 13 and 142 from Old 
Shawneetown to Harrisburg, with 
systems branching to Omaha, Ridgway 
and the Shawneetown area. The 
system includes the possible inclusion 
of rural water districts now having 
water hauled to wells and cistern 
systems. Equality and Junction also 
fall under phase one of the system, 
which has an estimated cost of $5 
million. 

In this area the combined water 

level of the reservoirs would equal one 
adequate water supply for one 
community. Unfortunately, the 
present systems remain miles apart, 
with their respective communities 
assuming the cost for treatment and 
system maintenance. 

George Scherrer of the Saline Valley 
Conservancy District has a plan to 
place the water districts of Old 
Shawneetown, Shawneetown, 
Junction, Equality, Ridgway, Omaha, 
New Haven, Harrisburg, Eldorado, 
Muddy, Carrier Mills, Stonefort, New 
Burnside, and the surrounding rural 
communities on one system. This 
system would have one water treat¬ 
ment facility located at the water 
source. 

The work on this project started 
with R. A. Nack and Associates, 
Planners and Engineers from Carbon- 
dale, three years ago. Last year a 
$7-million project including a supple¬ 
mental water system from Little Saline 
Lake missed funding by three votes in 
the Senate. This year’s $10-million 
water system construction has been 
divided into two phases to make 100 
percent funding more likely. 

The Economic Development 
Administration (EDA), under the 
Public Works Act of 1976, has a 
maximum of $5 million earmarked for 
projects in areas of high unemploy¬ 
ment with a low economic base. The 
proposed construction would employ 
235 local workers. Projected increase 
in the coal mining and grain industries 
in this area in the next few years, 
industry, and a growing population 
need water to take care of community 
needs without a shortage. With that 
growing need in mind, the present 
water systems operated by each 
separate community need to be looked 
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t seeks 
p water problem 

at more closely. 
With industry growing in this area 

the present diversified systems that 
barely supply water to existing users 
couldn’t begin to cope with the 
projected rate of population growth. 
With the growing cost of treatment 
and filtration staring the fifty-year-old 
water systems in the rusty pipes, a 
more permanent solution is needed. 

One treatment system located at the 
source of supply in Old Shawneetown 
would simplify the present system, 
and the wholesale price of water to the 
townships would be 50 cents per 
thousand gallons. The existing 
problems in outlying water districts 
and rural areas that have water hauled 
to them would have a possible solution 
the areas organize into water districts. 

A dependable water supply will not 
solve all the problems water depart¬ 
ments of this area have experienced 
this year. The existing systems in most 
cities were built in the 1920’s and 

Heat Pump 
Could Help 
Relieve 
Energy 
Crunch 

1930’s. The growth of the cities, along 
with the deterioration of pipes, has 
caused problems that have only 
temporarily been solved. 

Eldorado, for example, has a system 
that was built in 1920, one of the 
oldest water systems in the county. 
The reservoir that would hold an 
estimated 350 million gallons when it 
was built, has silted up considerably in 
the ensuing years. With the capacity of 
the reservoir shrinking each year, and 
with the reduction in size of water 
mains because of a buildup of 
deposits, area water departments will 
have to face major reconstruction of 
transmission lines if they hope to serve 
the growing population in the future. 

This is a fact that other systems will 
have to face before hooking up to a 
new system with uniform water 
pressure, too. Carrier Mills’ and 
Harrisburg’s systems are 30 years old 
and weren’t built with the strain of 
industrialization and increased 

population in mind. There is an alter¬ 
native for these cities, though. 

The Public Works Act of 1976 that 
would enable the construction of the 
Inter-Community Water System could 
also be used to update the existing 
water systems. The 235 workers would 
be available for the construction of 
new lines in cities with old weak pipes. 

Phase I would take workers one 
year to finish under EDA funding, 
with Phase II being completed a year 
later. Updating the present local 
systems to cope with a new supply 
would require an additional grant of 
FHA loan and approximately one year 
per community for construction, 
depending on the condition of the 
existing system. 

Regardless of the degree of con¬ 
struction required, the need for a new 
water source remains in the Saline and 
Gallatin County area. 

Here’s How It Works 

WINTER 

1 Normally cold air in 
2 Colder air out 
3 Heat extracted from outdoor air and 

taken indoors by refrigerant 
4 Room air in 
5 Warm air out 

1 Normally warm air in 
2 Warmer air out 
3 Cooled refrigerant pumped indoors 
4 Room air in 
5 Cold air out 
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hear Gem 
for Centura 

Characterizing the program as one 
which could “potentially 

revolutionize food production as we 
know it,” Governor James Thompson 
told over 330 persons attending the j 
Illinois Agriculture Legislative Break¬ 
fast in March that he had recom- \ 
mended fiscal year 1978 commitment 
of $3.7-million to a program which j 
will cost about $ 36-million during the 
next two years. j 

The Governor said the “Food for 
Century III” project “is to build the 
facilities that are necessary for 
expanded research efforts in the field 
of agriculture —research efforts 
directed toward increasing the overall ' 
productivity of agriculture.” 

The annual breakfast is sponsored ; 
by 32 commodity groups, including 
the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives. 

Noting that agricultural programs, 
services and research are closely tied to 
colleges and universities, the Governor • 
pointed out that many people still 
think of agriculture in the context of 
the classical dirt farmer of several 
decades ago, buying seed, planting it, 
reaping the crop and hauling it to 
market. 

“Yet we know that the tremendous 
crop yields that result year after year 
are tied directly to research advances,” 
the Governor said, “and we also know 
that farming, therefore, involves a i 
continuing education aspect for ; 
farmers. This education occurs 
directly through the Cooperative 
Extension Service of land-grant j 
universities and state agricultural : 
experiment stations. s 

“Also, there is a need for j 
professionals in the agriculture fields, ^ 

such as the specialists involved in j 
providing services to farming or f 
running agriculture-related industries,” 1 
he said. i 

Funds for a new veterinary J 
medicine basic sciences building and 
an agricultural engineering building at I 
the University of Illinois at Urbana- | 
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Agriculture leaders 

Governor James Thompson talks with Senator John L. Knuppel, Virginia, left, 
and Senator Thomas C. Hynes, Chicago. Knuppel is chairman of the Senate 
Agriculture, Conservation and Energy Committee and Hynes is President of the 
Senate and Majority Leader. At the far right is Sid Hutchcraft, executive vice 
president of the Illinois Pork Producers Association, who served as master of 
ceremonies. 

Robert 14/. Vander Pluym, left, manager of Clinton County Electric Cooperative, 
Breese, and Representative Dwight Friedrich, Centralia, discuss matters of 
interest to lawmakers and agriculture leaders. 



The Peak of Excellence 

Wickes Buildings 

Who else has built 
So many.., 

tr 
A.'; 

Who else but Wickes Buildings has 
erected so many beautiful new garages, 

workshops and utility storage 
buildings for so many thousands 

of satisfied customers. Every 
pi* one an attractive, professionally- 

engineered structure, built 
-■z-gfisy' to strict quality standards by skilled 

Wickes Buildings crews. Rugged, dependable 
poleframe construction with maintenance-free 

^ exteriors of color steel or aluminum. Attractively priced 
% y v " too. With a choice of extended payment plans for qualified buyers. 

RURAL AMERICA’S LEADING BUILDER OF 
ITILITY STORAGE BUILDINGS, GARAGES AND WORKSHOPS 

Call Collect or Mail Coupon Today 

Name 

Address 

Town County 

ILLINOIS 

MAY, 1977 

Box 548, Galesburg 
Box 336, Gilman 
Box 9, Mendota 

(309) 342-3416 
(815) 265-7257 
(815) 539-9325 

Box 1142, Mt. Vernon (618) 756-2347 
Box 117, Taylorville (217) 824-9851 

State Phone 
IR589 

w Wickes Buildings 
A Division of The Wickes Corporation 
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George McKibben Is "Mr. Zero-TiH" 
George McKibben, a University of Illinois agronomy 

professor, has earned the title “Mr. Zero-Till.” He has spent 
a lifetime working on reduced tillage systems, and he has 
been successful. 

Thousands of Illinois farmers, and thousands more in 

George McKibben, (left), Agronomy Professor at the Dixon 
Springs Experiment Station, and Dr. Clarence J. (Jim) 
Kaiser, director of the station, examine a soybean plant. 
McKibben has been at the center more than 30 years. 

Jim Payne Retires after 25 Years 
Jim Payne, a 25-year employee of the Southeastern 

Illinois Electric Cooperative, retired March 31. He was a 
line foreman. Since his retirement, Jim has been working 
his 125-acre farm operation southeast of Ridgway, in 
Gallatin County, and swapping work with two of his sons, 
Paul and Carl, who farm near Eldorado. “I usually help 
them when they can get into their fields and I can’t get into 
mine,” Jim says, “and they help me when my fields are 
ready.” He grows corn, beans, and wheat. 

He and his wife, Jeanetta.have two other sons. Gabriel 
is a mine inspector, and Jim works for Peabody Coal Co. 

Jim took time off from his planting recently—his 
planter had just broken down—to talk about how he had 
gone to work for SEIEC. 

“I had been doing some electrical work around the 
area because it was winter and there was nothing to do on 
the farm, and (former manager) Art Lentz came up and got 

adjoining states, have benefited from his work, which has 
provided the capability for grain production on land which 
was once considered useful only for pasture land. 

Typically, farmers can reduce soil losses from corn 
production in a 15-to-one ratio by using zero-till, and they 
can cut tillage time, too, while cutting machinery costs and 
labor costs. 

McKibben’s pioneering work in zero-till led directly 
into another area—double cropping. His proven zero-till 
systems and his machinery make it possible to routinely 
plant soybeans in wheat stubble. 

His work isn’t confined to grain production, either. He 
has worked hard to improve livestock production in 
southern Illinois. He has demonstrated pasture species, 
fertility practices, renovation methods and grazing manage¬ 
ment practices. These efforts permitted the conversion of 
thousands of acres of eroded, low-fertility soils into pasture 
lands capable of producing 300-500 pounds of livestock 
gain per acre. 

The 59-year-old McKibben was born and reared near 
Fairfield, 111. He holds B. S. and M. S. degrees in agronomy 
from the University of Illinois, and his working career has 
been spent at the Dixon Springs Agricultural Center from 
1946 to the present. 

McKibben and his wife, Ruth, have three children: 
William, Gary and Susan. 

Jim Payne, a lifelong resident of the Saline and Gallatin 
counties area, retired from the Southeastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative after serving 25 years. He was line foreman 
when he retired. He was busy working his farm when this 
photo was made. 

me to help stake lines. It was kind of a temporary job. 
Later, he asked if I was interested in going to work for the 
cooperative, so that’s how I got my start.” 
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This 
summer cabin 
was once 
a caboose 

Top photo: The Reeds' summer cabin 
sits near Lake Harrisburg. Below are 
two views of the addition, showing 
Reed's barrel furniture and the 
fireplace. The cottage has 564 square 
feet of enclosed living space plus a 
patio. 

When Larry Reed gets tired of 
working in his skating rink, or begins 
feeling hassled in his cabinetmaking 
shop, he often heads out to get away 
from it all by spending some time in 
his caboose. That might seem like a 
strange place to get away from it all, 
but his caboose isn’t an ordinary one. 

Situated on Harrisburg Lake, Reed’s 
caboose is a long way from the rail¬ 
road these days; now it serves as a 
summer cabin for Reed, his wife, 
Judy, and their children, Jeff, 17, 
Chris, 16, Beth, 14, and Eric, 10. 

Many people express enthusiasm for 
such a cabin, and Larry thinks it’s a 
great idea, too. But it’s not really an 
original one. “I bought it from a man 
who had worked for the railroad,” 
Larry says with a smile, “and he had 
put it up on piers and put in a septic 
tank, but he hadn’t hooked anything 
up. There was no wiring, or anything 
like that. I took it from there.” 

Taking it from there meant wiring 
the caboose, making the necessary 
hookups, and fixing up the interior. 
Larry furnished the caboose, put in 
deep shag carpet, installed a couple of 

swingout bunks, hung a chandlier in 
the cupola, and added a 12 by 20 foot 
glassed-in porch and a patio, which he 
made from old brick taken from a 
house his father had town down. 

The building is painted a bright red, 
with white trim. With the addition, 
and the 9 by 36 foot caboose, there 
are 564 square feet of enclosed space. 

“We can sleep at least seven people 
at the cabin,” Larry says, “but we 
often sleep more than that. With all 
that deep shag laying around, the kids 
just roll out sleeping bags, if necessary. 
You can sleep a whole gang of kids on 
the floor if you want." 

The addition boasts a large fire¬ 
place, a bar, and barrel furniture, some 
of which Larry made himself. There is 
a small storage shed on the place, too, 
and a boat dock. 

While such a project might 
discourage some prospective builders, 
Larry approached it with confidence. 
“I came from a long line of 
carpenters,” he laughs. All of his four 
brothers are in carpentry, too, he 
notes. The confidence is reflected in 
his work. 
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B—PHONE (217) 932-5231 

P. O. BOX 481 ROANOKE, ILL. 61561—PHONE (309) 923-2611 

P. O. BOX 116 FLORA, IND. 46929—PHONE (219) 967-4175 

PRICE: We're still giving you the most home 
for your money. Ask our thousands of satis¬ 
fied buyers. You always get the lowest pos¬ 
sible prices from President! 
MATERIALS: President Homes are con¬ 
structed of top quality, nationally known 
materials. You're going to live in your home 
a long time; you need a builder that will 
never compromise on quality — President! 

FINANCING: These days, low prices aren't 
enough — we offer immediate, low-cost 
financing for a home you can own free and 
clear in 1 0 years! 
SERVICE: Your home will be built by experi¬ 
enced craftsmen —home oonstruction special¬ 
ists whoquicklyturnyourplansoroneof ours 
into a quality home you'll be proud to own! 
P.M.F.S.- PRESIDENT HOMES MAKES 

THE DIFFERENCE! 

Learn how you can save NAMF 
SI.000 s on your new home. 
Send for full color catalog 
TO: 
PRESIDENT HOMES. 
4808 N. LILAC DR . 
MINNEAPOLIS. MINN. 
55429 (612) 537-3622 

ADDRESS 

TOWN STATE . 

ZIP PHONE 
□ lownalol □ l can get a lot We would like to be n our new home by 1 L 30 

Write for your local Illinois President Homes Representative. 

PRESIDENT HOMES 
(CUSTOM BUILT PRE-CUT HOMES ... OUR ONLY BUSINESS I 

Home 
weatherization 
loans 

(continued from page 5) 

Shuman, a member of Coles-Moultrie 
Electric Cooperative, Mattoon, told 
Illinois cooperative leaders, “We in the 
FmHA are very enthusiastic about this 
new loan program. We have had a 
weatherization loan program, but to 
be frank, we have not been effective.” 
He said FmHA expects the new 
system, working through the electric 
cooperatives, to effectively reach rural 
residents who need help to finance 
weatherization of their homes. 

’’This will cost the cooperative time 
and money,” Shuman said, “but it will 
make for a better living standard in 
rural America.” He urged cooperative 
personnel to contact his office or any 
one of the 42 county FmHA offices in 
Illinois if additional information is 
needed by local boards of directors 
who must decide on program partici¬ 
pation. 

Jim Tucker, FmHA housing chief in 
Illinois, cautioned that not all coop¬ 
erative members would be eligible to 
participate in the loan program even if 
they meet FmHA ownership and 
income standards. Under federal law, 
FmHA loan funds cannot be used for 
improvements on property located 
within metropolitan areas or in certain 
other densely populated areas. Tucker 
said each participating cooperative 
would be given a map outlining areas 
outside the FmHA loan-making 
authority. 

In order to qualify for a home 
weatherization loan of up to a 
maximum of $1,500, a borrower must 
be a member of a participating electric 
cooperative and must certify that he 
owns the property to be improved and 
that he has an adjusted family income 
of no more than $15,600. The coop¬ 
erative will process the one-page loan 
application, assist its members in 
contracting for the weatherization 
work to be performed and obtain the 
loan funds from the FmHA for dis¬ 
bursement to the member. The 
member will repay the loan plus 
interest over a period of up to five 
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Galesburg, Illinois, Box 548 • (309) 342-3416 

Gilman, Illinois, Box 336 • (815) 265-7257 

Mendota, Illinois, Box 9 • (815) 539-9325 

Mt. Vernon, Illinois, Box 1142 • (618) 756-2347 

Taylorville, Illinois, Box 117 . (217) 824-9851 

Call collect or mail coupon today 

Name  

Address 

Town  

County 

Zip  

. State 

Phone 
IR&82 

FOUR for the 
Ready to Go.. 

The new Value-Master line from Wickes 
Buildings. A big breakthrough in engineered 
poleframe construction. A price break¬ 
through, too. Four popular size farm 
buildings—genuine Wickes Buildings qual¬ 
ity throughout—now available at basic, new 
low prices. Each one pre-engineered for fast, 
efficient construction at the job site by skilled 
Wickes crews. No waste time, no waste mate¬ 
rials. Just solid value, from the ground up. 
Don’t settle for less. Don’t pay more. 

w Wickes Buildings 
A Division of The Wickes Corporation 

4 popular size buildings, 
Pre-engineered to go up fast. 

Specially priced to move! 

JUNE 1977 15 



The SOUTHEASTER c 

i Southeastern III. Electric Co-op: 
 Eldorado, III.   ;'""rr'.' 

Capital Credit Allocation for 1976 
The most economical method of 

notifying members of their capital 
credit allocation is to furnish them 
with a multiplication factor which, 
when applied to the total electric bill 
for the year of 1976, will determine 
the allocation for that period. 
Individual notices will be mailed to 
large commercial consumers who are 
not on self billing. 

Members who pay their bills under 
the self billing system may determine 
the amount of their capital credit 
allocation by multiplying the total 
amount paid for electric bills in 1976 
by a factor of .16293. This factor is to 
be used by Farm and Residential 
consumers whose bills are determined 
by Schedule “A” or “A-H.” 

For those paying accounts under 
the Small Commercial Schedule, a 

factor of .12576 should be used. 
If you are unable to determine your 

1976 allocation, the amount credited 
will be furnished on request. 

The bylaws of your cooperative 
provide that each member shall be 
notified of the amount of patronage 
capital credited to his account. Of the 
total allocation, approximately 43.9 
percent is due to capital credit 
allocation received from the Southern 
Illinois Power Co-operative. 

A Capital Credit Plan is an arrange¬ 
ment under which: (1) A cooperative 
and its members expressively agree 
that any payment by any patron over 
the cost of serving him is capital 
furnished by the patron to the coop¬ 
erative. (2) The cooperative credits 
such patronage capital on its books to 
the patrons, and (3) such capital will 

be retired when, in the opinion of the 
Board of Trustees, such retirement will 
not impair the cooperative’s financial 
position. 

The Capital Credit Plan provides for 
service at cost, for paying off the REA 
loan, for acquiring complete local 
ownership of the cooperative system, 
for giving all patrons full credit for all 
payments in excess of cost, and for the 
eventual repayment to the patrons of 
all capital furnished by them. 

Capital credits are not necessarily 
available in the form of cash, but are 
represented largely by investments in 
poles, wire, transformers, and other 
equipment required to provide service. 
In general, no patronage capital can be 
retired until the cooperative has 
obtained enough capital to take care 
of all its needs. 

In Memoriam 

Robert Cummins, a retired truck 
driver for the Southeastern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative, died April 17 at 
Ferrell Hospital. He was 63. Born May 
22, 1913 in Saline County, he was the 
son of W.C. and Sadie (Ingrams) 
Cummins. He is survived by his wife, 
Anna Grace; two daughters, Mrs. 
Leanna Price of Harrisburg, Mrs. 
Barbara McDowell of Lemont, Illinois; 
two brothers, Ed and Ralph, both of 
Harrisburg; one sister, Mrs. Virginia 
Smith of Scottsdale, Arizona; eight 
grandchildren, and one great¬ 
grandchild. 

Burial was in the Ingram Hill 
Cemetery. 

Theodore Sliger retires 
Theodore “Ted” Sliger, a 30-year 

employee of the Southeastern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative, retired at the end 
of May. He was a truck driver at the 
time of his retirement. 

Born in Kentucky, Mr. Sliger and 
his family moved to Cave-in-Rock 
when he was about a year old, and he 
has lived in the area since, except for 
the time he spent in service. 

“I worked in the spar mines and 
coal mines before coming to work 
here,” he says, “and I came back after 
I got out of the service and needed a 
job. Nick Riggs showed up real early 
one morning, about daylight, and 
asked me if I wanted to go to work, 
and there was an office in Cave-in- 
Rock then, so I went to work. 

“I’ll miss the boys and the job,” 
Ted says, “and I liked the work. Still, 
I’ll enjoy having the time to just work 
around the house, do a little fishing, 
and take a few trips.” 
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NOTICE 

Below is the listing of the days SEIEC offices will be 
closed in observance of holidays in 1977: 

February 11 
February 21  Washington’s Birthday 
Aprils .... 
May 30 .... 
July 4 .... 
September 5 
November 11 . 
November 24 . 
December 26 . 
January 2, 1978  New Year’s Day 

Keith Mortag's 

flying school 

“I was an airport bum when I was a 
kid and my father was into aviation, 
too. I guess that’s what sparked my 
interest,” says Keith Mortag, 
explaining how he came to be owner- 
operator of Mortag Flight Training, a 
flight school located at the Harrisburg- 
Raleigh Airport. 

Keith has been at the airport since 
about October. “I heard that Percy 
Brown, manager of the airport, needed 
an instructor, so I came out here and 
picked up the students who were out 
here, since they were short an 
instructor. Then, in about the middle 
of January, I bought the airplanes and 
leased the right to operate the flight 
school from Mr. Brown, who also 
operates Brown Aviation,” he says. 
Both operations are served by South¬ 
eastern Illinois Electric Cooperative. 

Keith, who’s 21, is tallish, slim, 
mutton-chop bewhiskered, and sports 
a ready smile. He worked on a Cessna 
150’s engine as he talked about his 
aviation career. “I was raised in 
Antioch, Illinois, and spent most of 
my life there. I got into aviation when 

I was 15 by getting into the Civil Air 
Patrol, attended the wing solo encamp¬ 

ment at Mattoon when I was 16, and 
soloed there,” he relates. A solo flight 
is one undertaken by a fledgling pilot 
without his instructor aboard, he 
notes, and the first one is a big 
milestone in a flying career. 

A common ailment struck shortly 
after he soloed—a lack of funds—and 
Keith had to sideline his aviation 
activities until after he’d graduated 
from high school. 

After high school, Keith attended 
Gateway Technical Institute in 
Kenosha, Wisconsin, then transferred 
to the Aviation Technology School at 
Southern Illinois University, where he 
is now a senior. 

“I’m on summer vacation now,” he 
says, and I’m still going for my last 
year, but it will take awhile now that 
I’ve got my flight school going. I have 
a commercial with instrument rating, 
and multi-engine ratings, and I’m a 
certified flight instructor and certified 
ground school instructor, too. I expect 
to get my instrument instructor’s 
certification soon. 

“My degree will be in aviation 
management, and I’ll have an Aircraft 
and Powerplant Mechanic’s rating, too, 
and I’ll be able to work on aircraft 
without supervision. I do my general 
preventative maintenance under Mr. 
Brown’s supervision now.” 

Nodding toward the engine he was 
working on, he said, “This engine has 
just had a major (overhaul) and I’m 
keeping a close eye on it for leaks. I 
change oil every 25 operating hours, 
clean and check the oil screen, and 
check the spark plugs, too. In fact, I 

clean all the filters and check for loose 
nuts, bolts and loose electrical 
connectio ns.” 

Keith reports that he has about 30 
students on file, or perhaps a few 
more, but that there are only about 15 
taking lessons at any given time. Some 
come from as far away as Carbondale, 
while others are from Marion, 
Shawneetown, Thompsonville and 
Galatia. 

“There’s quite an age spread 
between the students,” he says. “One 
girl is ready to solo, and she’s 16 years 
old. That’s the legal minimum. My 
oldest student is 53,” he adds. 

About then, Melinda Sloan, a 17- 
year-old Galatia girl, arrived for flight 
instruction, and Keith put aside his 
work on the airplane to go up in his 
other Cessna, a 172. “Melinda’s about 
to get her private pilot’s license,” he 
said with obvious pride, “and she just 
took her written test and scored 87. 
That’s a real good score.” Melinda, a 
recent gratuate of Galatia High School, 
works as a receptionist in a dentist’s 
office, and has been flying for about 
two years, having soloed shortly after 
she turned 16. 

Back on the ground, Keith outlines 
his future plans. “I’d like to expand 
the flying school,” he says, “and I will 
this summer. I’d like to get into more 
flying operations, like charter flights 
and air taxi work. Eventually, I’d like 
to own my own airport. The potential 
is there—I think general aviation is 
going to expand in the future as it has 
in the past, and I want to be a part of 
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Among the several facets of 
. President Carter’s energy program 

is his emphasis on conservation as a 
means of meeting the nation’s energy 
demands. The President has included 
increased use of solar energy as an 
integral part of this conservation 
effort. 

There is a provision in his program 
for tax credits to homeowners who 
install solar equipment, an incentive 
which should lead to increased 
demand for solar energy systems. 

But, the increase in the demand for 
solar energy may also bring the 
charlatan and the fly-by-night installer. 
While most of the installers are honest 
and competent, many still do not 
know exactly what may be needed for 
your particular situation. The field is 
new and there are no really firm 
standards as yet. 

However, there are some things you 
can do to protect yourself if you do 
decide to go solar shopping. 

First, check with your electric coop¬ 
erative or your state homebuilders 
association to assist in locating a 
reputable, knowledgable contractor, 
and get in touch with your county 
extension office, which also may be a 
source of useful data. 

Then, know what you can expect 
from your solar apparatus. One Illinois 
resident installed 60 square feet of flat 
plate collectors in his yard and was 
disappointed that the unit would not 
heat his entire house. Actually, such a 
solar array could be reasonably 
expected to heat a 180- to 240-square- 
foot area, provided the space was well 
insulated and the collectors are fairly 
efficient. 

Flat plate collectors—the most 
common, least expensive kind—collect 
low-yield heat. To make them work 

for you, you will need a large volume, 
and to get a large volume, you will 
need a large collection area. 

If you expect to heat your entire 
home on sunny winter days, you will 
need a collector array about one- 
fourth to one-third as large as the floor 
area of your house. In other words, to 
heat a 1,500-square-foot home, you 
will need 375 to 500 square feet of 
collector panels. If a contractor tries 
to sell you a small array, ask him how 
big a percentage of your heating needs 
it can fill. 

Solar’s low-yield heat brings on 
another problem: insulation. 
Electrically heated homes need a lot of 
insulation, but solar-heated homes 
need more yet. Before a builder can 
tell you how much collector area you 
need for an existing home, he will 
need to know how much insulation 
you have in your home. Chances are it 
will not be enough. Solar-heated 
homes need to be heavily insulated 
and tightly-sealed. Some authorities 
are recommending 18 inches of 
insulation in the attic of a solar-heated 
home, with proportionate amounts in 
the walls and floor. 

The gist of all this is that if a 
contractor tells you what to expect 
from a solar furnace without doing a 
thorough heat loss study of your 
home, be wary. He will need a lot of 
data before he can make any 
predictions. 

If he tells you he can heat your 
home with a tiny flat plate collector, 

take his promise with a grain of salt. It 
cannot be done. 

A small collector can, however, do 
part of the job. Still, you will need to 
know exactly what you want, and 
realize that a system that will provide 
all your winter heat would cost a lot 
of money, both fot collectors, and for 
storage, which is necessary for sunless 
days. A solar collection system which 
is usable only for space heating, will 
probably cost you in the 
neighborhood of $20 per square foot 
of collector area, including 
installation, controls, and a storage 
system. Prices are expected to come 
down gradually in the future. 

Most systems are built around a 
water or air heat transfer system. For 
an air system, hot air is blown over 
gravel, which absorbs the heat from 
the collector panels and stores it for 
later use. For a couple of days of 
heating, in the event the sun refuses to 
shine, you will need about one cubic 
foot of rock for each two square feet 
of collector area. A water storage unit 
needs a smaller amount of storage than 
a gravel bed. A cubic foot of water will 
usually do the same job as two and a 
half cubic feet of gravel. Storage tanks 
must be very heavily insulated to be 
really useful. Check with your 
contractor to determine how much 
insulation he installs around the 
storage medium. A poor job here may 
indicate a lack of good engineering. 

Still, how well your storage medium 
holds usable heat will depend on many 
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FOUR for the Mone^ and 
Ready to Go... 

The new Value-Master line from Wiokes Build¬ 
ings. A big breakthrough in engineered poleframe 
construction. A price breakthrough, too. Pour popular 
size farm buildings—genuine Wiokes Buildings qual¬ 
ity throughout—now available at basic, new low 
prices. Each one pre-engineered for fast, efficient con¬ 
struction at the job site by skilled Wiokes crews. No 
waste time, no waste materials. Just solid value, from 

jthe ground up. Don’t settle for less. Don’t pay more. 

W Wickes Buildings 
A Division of The Wickes Corporation 

4 popular size buildings, 
Pre* engineered to go up fast. 
Specially priced to move! 

Call collect or mall coupon today 

Illinois Galesburg, Box 548 (309) 342-3416 

Mendota, Box 9 (815) 539-9325 

Gilman, Box 336 (815) 265-7257 

Mt. Vernon, Box 1142 (618) 756-2347 

Taylorville, Box 117 (217) 824-9851 

Name 

Address. 

Town  

.State. 

.Phone. 
IR782 

I 
Introducing our new VALU-MASTER line 
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Southeastern III. Electric Co-op 
Eldorado. III. ^ 

Annual Meeting 
Tuesday, August 2 

Southeastern Illinois College 
Illinois Route 13, East of Harrisburg 

or South of Eldorado on College Drive 

Registration 6—7 p.m. 
Business Session 7 p.m. 

Guest Speaker 
Election 
Business 

Entertainment 

Attendance Prizes 
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Southeastern Illinois College 
Site of 1977 Annual Members' Meeting 

Again, this year, summer weather 
will not be a problem for members of 
South-eastern Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
erative during their annual meeting. 
Members will gather in the air- 
conditioned comfort of the 
gymnasium of Southeastern Illinois 
College Tuesday, August 2, for their 
39th annual meeting assured that the 
heat or summer rain will not be a 
problem. This is the second meeting to 
be held at the college. 

This year’s program will feature the 
business meeting, election of directors 

and entertainment, as well as drawings 
for a large number of door prizes. 

Registration will begin at 6 p.m. and 
the business meeting will start at 7 
p.m. A barbershop singing group will 
perform after the business and election 
session. 

All members attending the 1977 
annual meeting will receive a 
certificate worth $5 on their electric 
bills and will be eligible to participate 
in drawings for the numerous door 
prizes. Two grand prizes, a microwave 
oven and a portable color television, 

will be awarded. 
The Southeastern Illinois Electric 

Cooperative board of directors hopes 
all members will take advantage of the 
excellent meeting location and 
participate in the important decision 
making process which takes place 
during annual meetings. 

The new college campus is located 
just off Illinois Highway 13 east of 
Harrisburg, or can be reached by 
College Drive south from Eldorado. 
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Southeastern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative , Inc. 
Eldorado, Illinois 
Official Notice of 1977 Annual Meeting^ 

Notice is hereby given that the 

annual meeting of the members of 

Southeastern Illinois Electric 

Cooperative, Inc., will be held at 

Deaton Gymnasium, Southeastern 

Illinois College, Harrisburg, Illinois, on 

August 2, 1977; that the period of 

registration for said members will be 

from 6 p.m. until 7 p.m.; that the 

business meeting of said members will 

convene at 7 p.m. for the purpose of 

taking action upon reports of officers, 

trustees and committees of the coop¬ 

erative; for the election of four (4) 

trustees for a term of three (3) years 

each, and for such matters as may be 

properly considered at such meeting. 

You are further notified that the 

number of trustees to be elected at the 

1977 annual meeting is four (4) and 

that in the election of four (4) 

trustees, one each is to be elected from 

Hamilton County, Gallatin County, 

Saline County and Johnson County, 

and that the following persons: 

Victor Knight, Hamilton County 

David Ramsey, Gallatin County 

John Small, Saline County 

Kenneth Webb, Johnson County 

have been nominated as trustees for a 

term of three (3) years each by a 

nominating committee consisting of: 

NAME ADDRESS 
Lanzel Edmonds Route 5, McLeans- 

boro 62859 

A. O. McMahan Tunnel Hill 

62991 

Joe Whitehead Tunnel Hill 

62991 

Earl Ray Edwards Route 1, 

Omaha 62871 

Orlan Phillips Rural Route, 

Ridgway 62979 

Paul Droit Route 1, 

Galatia 62935 

Joe Small Route 1, 

Galatia 62935 

Eugene Cobb Route 4, 

Marion 62959 

Hobart Tanner Route 6, 

Marion 62959 

Dated at Eldorado, Illinois, this first 

day of July 1977. 

David Ramsey, Secretary-Treasurer 

Board of Trustees 

To be Really Cool this Summer, Be Sure 
to Buy the Right Equipment 

When you decide to “go electric” for clean, 

healthful central air conditioning, be sure to install 

the right equipment. Your Rural Electric friends can 

help you. 

• THE UNIT SIZE is important. You get the full 

advantage of electric cooling only if the equipment is 

right for your home, (think about electric heating, 

too.) 

• OUTDOOR TEMPERATURES in your area 

must be considered. If the equipment’s cooling 

capacity is too great, dehumidification may not be 

satisfactory. 

• GOOD INSULATION is a must for satisfactory 

operation of electric comfort—cooling or heating. 

Contact your Rural Electric system for 
insulation tips and other money saving, electric saving 
ideas. Electricity is too good to waste. 

The electric way is clean. 
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Special entertainment will be provided by a group of barber shop singers, a local chapter of the Society for the Preservation 
and Encouragement of Barber Shop Quartet Singing in America. 

Map Your Underground Utilities 

UE— Electric wire 

UW— Water pipe 

UT — Telephone cable 

US— Sewer pipe 

UG— Gas pipe 

UD— Drainage tile 

ST— Septic tank 

SF— Septic drain field 

OT— Fuel oil tank 

GT— Gasoline tank 

till H-+ 
-e—©—©—©—e- 
-W M M M N *■ 

X 

Today, the trend is to bury wires and other utilities 
underground. This makes the farmstead neater and lessens 
danger of damage by natural elements or man-made 
equipment. But when these utilities need maintenance, or 
when new construction digging is required, it is important 
to know exactly where wire, pipe, tile or tank is located. 

Use a sheet of graph or grid paper to record the 
location of underground utilities. Keep this record with 
other property ownership papers where it can be found 
quickly when needed. 

Here are some suggestions for preparing such a record: 
Label sheet as “Record of Underground Utilities.” 
Use one sheet and scale for farmstead or building area; 

another for field areas. 
List property owner’s name(s). 
List legal description of property. 
Establish scale for drawing—number of feet per square 

or per inch. 
Locate and sketch in, approximately to scale, all 

buildings, driveways and other permanent farmstead fix¬ 
tures. 

Draw path or location of each underground utility 
using the accompanying codes lines and symbols. Identify 
all utilities owned by city, county, community or com¬ 
mercial interests with a large “C.” 

Make and mark measurements from fixed reference 
points to pinpoint exact locations as needed. 

Indicate date of installation and type, size and depth 
of each utility. 
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Territory served by your electric cooperative 

your elected representatives on the board of trustees. 

Ray Webb 
{term expires this year) 

Kenneth G. Rich 

Robert Tiberend 

Bill Cadle 
Vice President 

W. S. Richardson 

Franklin 

Victor Knight 
{term expires this year) 

Hamilton 

Sali Gallatin Williamson ne 

Joh Pope ! Hardin nson David Ramsey 
Secretary-T reasurer 

(term expires this year) 

John C. Small 
President 

(term expires this year) 

Eugene Lampkin 

Iris B. Randolph Orrie Spivey 
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THE SOUTHEASTERN LIGHT 

Members Attending 
Will Receive Certificate 

Good for $5 Credit on Bill 
All members attending this year’s 

annual meeting will again be presented 
with a certificate good for a credit of 
$5 that can be applied to the 
member’s electric energy assessment. 

Every registered member will 
receive a certificate and that certificate 
must be used within 60 days of the 
annual meeting date. 

It is hoped that this $5 certificate 

will help members offset their expense 
in attending their cooperative’s annual 
meeting. It is estimated that the cost 
to the cooperative for the certificates 
will be no greater than expenses 
incurred at previous meetings and that 
the full benefits will go to those 
members eligible to vote who take 
sufficient interest in their cooperative 
to attend the annual meeting. 

Besides the certificate, other prizes 
will be awarded during the meeting, 
including two grand prizes for lucky 
members who attend the meeting and 
are eligible to participate in the 
drawings. They are a General Electric 
microwave oven and a General Electric 
portable color television set. 

-9Minch 6‘2.9'W 

- Mcccun/ ■ If. —JL  
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Annual Meeting 

IPBO 
Awarded by Drawing 

from Member Registration \ 
i 

GRAND PRIZE- MICROWAVE OVEN 
i 

|lo be Eligible for Prizes You Must be Registered and be Present at Drawing 

i 
i 
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Newman 
named 
Soyland mana 

Stark Bro's Nurseries and Orchards Co.. 
Box A10377. Louisiana, Mo. 63353 

Choose from the world's finest selection 
of fruit trees. Grow your own fresh 
apples, peaches, pears, cherries, and 
nectarines for favorite desserts, 
canning, or eating right off the trees. 
Also, have full-size, full-of-flavor fruit 
on trees that reach only 8- to 10-feet 
tall with Stark Bro's amazing dwarf- 
size trees. 

Every variety tested and proven. 
Choose from fruit trees, shade and nut 
trees, bulbs, shrubs, berries, 
award-winning roses, and ornamentals. 

Fold here. Glue or tape all sides and mail today. No stamp needed. 

No stamp needed. 
Send for free catalog today. 

® Free catalog gives full information you 
need to select the varieties you want. 
Also, free growing guide with every 
order helps you get professional results, 
even if you've never grown anything 

Stark Trees Bear Fruit Since 1816. before. 

(Please Print) A10377 

Mr, 
Mrs. 
Miss 

Address. 

City -State. Zip. 

Fold here. Glue or tape all sides and mail today. No stamp needed. 

FIRST CLASS 
Permit No. 1 

Sec. 34.9P.L.&R, 
Louisiana, Mo. 

BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 
No Postage Stamp Necessary 
If Mailed In The United States 

Postage Will Be Paid By 

Stark Bro’s Nurseries 
Box A10377 

Louisiana, Missouri 63353 
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Royal B. Newman, former exec¬ 
utive director of the Florida 

Keys Aqueduct Authority, Key West, 
Florida, is the new general manager of 
Soyland Power Cooperative, Inc. 
Announcement of the appointment 
was made by Soyland President Walter 
R. Smith of Champaign, manager of 
Illini Electric Cooperative. 

The cooperative, which will be 
headquartered at Decatur, was reor¬ 
ganized in 1974 to provide the bulk 
power requirements for 15 central and 
south central Illinois electric distri¬ 
bution cooperatives. The power coop¬ 
erative has entered into an agreement 
with Illinois Power Company to 
purchase and acquire 10.5 percent 
ownership of IP’s Nuclear Clinton 
Power Station, now under con¬ 
struction near Clinton, Illinois. 
Soyland’s cost is estimated at $190- 
million. 

As general manager of Soyland, 
Newman will be responsible for the 
cooperative’s overall operations, nego¬ 
tiations and for assisting the 15 
member-systems in securing, through 
purchase or self-generation, an 
adequate supply of power to meet the 
needs of the nearly 100,000 member- 
consumers served by the cooperatives. 
Consumers of the 15 member- 
cooperatives are currently using 1.5 
billion kilowatt-hours (kwh) annually. 
Power costs for the 15 cooperatives 
last year exceeded $16.8-million. 

An electrical engineer with degrees 
from Auburn Community College and 
Syracuse University, Newman’s 
professional experience includes 
serving as executive director/chief 
engineer for the Virgin Islands Water 
and Power Authority from 1971 to 
1975 and five years as utility director/ 
project manager for the City of Lodi, 
California. 

In addition to his 20 years 
experience in power and water 
administration, operation, engineering, 
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Geothermal Energy 
This is another in a series of 

questions and answers about specific 
energy problems and opportunities. 
They were prepared by the Electric 
Power Research Institute in 
cooperation with the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association. 

Q: What is geothermal energy? 
A: It’s the natural steam, hot water 

and very hot rock inside the earth 
that is shallow enough to be tapped 
for generating electricity and other 
uses, such as heating buildings. 

Q: How much geothermal energy do 
we have in the United States? 

A: The U.S. Geological Survey 
estimates there is enough geo¬ 
thermal energy at practical depths 
beneath the earth’s surface to 
generate electricity at present rates 
of use for the next hundred years. 
But we won’t get even a fraction of 
that potential unless we solve some 
very tricky economic and tech¬ 
nological problems. 

Q: How much electric power are we 
generating from geothermal sources 
today? 

A: About one-tenth of one percent of 
U.S. capacity is from geothermal 
sources, all of which comes from a 
stream field at the Geysers in 
northern California. 

Q: Why haven’t we exploited more of 
the potential? 

A: The Geysers is the only place in 
America where we’ve found dry 
steam that can be commercially 
developed. Geothermal steam is 

very economical because it is just 
piped from the ground into 
turbines. Geothermal hot water 
systems are more complex and 
maintenance is costly because the 
water is so full of dissolved 
minerals. 

Q: How important are the various 
forms of geothermal energy? 

A: Natural stream, which is so easy to 
use, represents less than one per¬ 
cent of the potential. Hot water 
accounts for another 10 percent. 
Geopressured water, which 
contains dissolved methane gas as 
well as hot water, represents 20 
percent. Hot rock represents about 
70 percent of total geothermal 
potential. 

Q: Why aren’t we getting more energy 
from hot water, geopressure and 
hot rock? 

A: We’re not sure of the economics of 
extracting energy from hot water 
and geopressure systems, and new 
technology is required for hot rock 
systems. The future of these geo¬ 
thermal sources will depend on 
how successful we are in bringing 
the cost of producing electricity 
from them down to compete with 
other fuels. We also are looking at 
them as direct sources of heat. 

Q: How much research is being 
conducted? 

A: The U.S. Energy Research and 
Development Administration 
(ERDA) is spending about 
$400-million over the next five or 
six years. The electric utilities 
together are planning to invest 

some $2-billion in commercial geo¬ 
thermal development over the next 
decade if the basic technical 
problems are resolved and the 
economics are competitive. For 
example, rural electric cooperatives 
for several years have been involved 
in the Raft River experimental geo¬ 
thermal project in Idaho, partially 
funded by ERDA. 

Q: Are there any other problems 
besides economics and basic tech¬ 
nology? 

A: Yes, there is a pollution problem 
with contaminants in some steam 
and hot water systems, but that can 
be handled. 

Q: Is geothermal energy found all over 
the nation? 

A: If you go deep enough, there’s hot 
rock all over the world. But within 
reach of present drilling methods 
and within the bounds of anti¬ 
cipated economics, usable geo¬ 
thermal areas are concentrated in 
the western states, Alaska, Hawaii 
and along the Gulf Coast. 

Q: Given all the problems that still 
must be solved, how much of our 
electric power is likely to come 
from geothermal sources in the 
year 2000? 

A: It could be as high as five percent 
or less than one percent. The actual 
amount will depend on how rapidly 
existing hot water fields can be 
developed and how successful we 
are in developing new technology 
that makes geothermal energy 
forms economically competitive 
with other fuels. 

11 AUGUST, 1977 



the SOUTHEASTEKM IT 
Liu 

Southeastern III. Electric Co-op 
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Low-Cost Weatherization Loans Available 
Low-cost loans to finance the cost 

of home weatherization are now avail¬ 
able to low and moderate income 
member-consumers of electric coop¬ 
eratives in Illinois. Your board of 
directors recently approved an agree¬ 
ment between the cooperative and the 
Farmers Home Administration 
(FmHA) to participate in the program. 

The Cooperative-FmHA loan agree¬ 
ment calls for the FmHA to advance 
federal funds to the cooperative, 
which will re-lend the money to quali¬ 
fying cooperative member-owners. The 
loan funds will assist cooperative mem¬ 
bers to install insulation and other 
energy-saving devices in their homes 
and members will repay the loans 
along with their monthly electric bills. 

Effective home weatherization can 
be done for an average cost of $500 to 
$600 and will result in major savings in 
fuel and energy costs; savings which 
may exceed the investment in home 
weatherization. Now, with the new 
cooperative-FmHA loan program, 
home weatherization savings should be 
within the financial ability of most all 
cooperative members. 

In order to qualify for a home 
weatherization loan of up to a maxi¬ 
mum $1,500, a borrower must be a 
member of an electric cooperative and 
must certify that he owns the property 
to be improved and that he has an 
adjusted annual family income of no 
more than $15,600. The cooperative 
will process the one-page loan applica¬ 
tion, assist the member in planning the 
weatherization work to be done and 

obtain the loan funds from the FmHA 
for disbursement to the member. The 
member will repay the loan plus pre¬ 
vailing FmHA interest, currently eight 
percent, over a maximum of five years. 

“Adjusted annual family income” is 
the total income expected within a 
one year period by all family members 
over 18 years of age, less a five percent 
allowance and less a deduction of 
$300 for each child under the age of 
18. For example, a family consisting 
of a husband and wife and two chil¬ 
dren under the age of 18 could earn 
$17,000 between the husband and 
wife and have an “adjusted annual 
family income” of $15,550, just under 
the maximum of $15,600. 

Although the loan funds are pro¬ 
vided by the FmHA, the member will 
not have to face an avalanche of paper 
work and credit investigations to 
obtain a weatherization loan. All that 
is needed to process a loan application 
is for the member to contact the 
cooperative for assistance in deter¬ 
mining the amount of weatherization 
work that the home needs to become 
energy efficient. 

The member simply completes the 

The weatherization loan program 
that has been developed to help mem¬ 
bers finance insulation and other 
energy-saving improvements in their 
homes may appear to our newer mem¬ 
bers as a new service from their coop- 

single-page application and certifies 
that his family meets the FmHA 
income standard, that the property to 
be weatherized is owned by the mem¬ 
ber and that after the weatherization is 
complete the property will provide 
decent, safe and sanitary living condi¬ 
tions. After the work is completed the 
member also certifies he is satisfied 
with the improvements and authorizes 
the FmHA to release the loan funds to 
the cooperative. 

The loan program in which your 
cooperative is participating was devel¬ 
oped over the past three months by 
FmHA and the Rural Electrification 
Administration, both agencies of the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, as a 
“no-red-tape” program that will help 
the nation’s low and moderate income 
rural families lower their heating and 
cooling costs and at the same time 
help achieve national energy conserva¬ 
tion goals being established by Presi¬ 
dent J immy Carter. 

Members with questions on the 
weatherization loan program or need¬ 
ing technical assistance in planning 
home weatherization are urged to tele¬ 
phone the cooperative office. 

erative to meet a new need. Actually, 
our older members will recognize this 
program as similiar to programs 
offered by cooperatives in the early 

(continued on page 13) 

Something Old, Something New 
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Another large crowd of SEIEC members and guests attended the cooperative's annual meeting, conducted in the gymnasium 
of Southeastern Illinois College near Eldorado. 

New S/PC generating unit expected 
to help meet members' requirements 

Completion of the new generating 
unit at the Lake of Egypt electric 
station in late 1978 should provide the 
additional electric power members will 
require in the coming years, members 
of Southeastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative were told during the 
cooperative’s 39th annual meeting 
Tuesday, August 2, at Southeastern 
Illinois College, Eldorado. 

President John C. Small, Galatia, 
said the addition to the plant of 
Southern Illinois Power Cooperative, 
Marion, would more than double the 
capacity of the present plant. This 
additional generating capacity will 
help meet the requirements of South¬ 
eastern members, Small said, as he 

noted that residential kilowatt-hour 
sales increased by 168 percent in the 
past 10 years and similar growth is 
anticipated in the next decade. 

During the business session, four 
men, including three incumbents, were 
elected to three-year terms on the 
cooperative’s board of directors. 
Reelected were Victor Knight, 
McLeansboro; David Ramsey, Omaha, 
and Small. The new board member is 
Kenneth Webb, Tunnel Hill, who was 
elected to succeed his father, Ray 
Webb, who did not seek reelection. 

“I believe that we are in the middle 
of rapid technological change,” Small 
said after asking, “Are we really 
confronted by an energy crisis?” 

‘‘Under presently available 
technology, we are faced with the 
problem of limited fuel resources in 
the forms of gas, oil, coal and 
uranium. Unless there are major 
technical breakthroughs in the solar or 
nuclear energy fields, we could be 
facing drastic changes in our life-styles 
as conservation of energy assumes a 
more important role,” Small added. 

Small told the crowd, “We have 
been living in a time of relatively 
cheap energy. Although all prices are 
relative, particularily in an inflationary 
economy, it appears most energy 
prices will increase more rapidly than 
they have in the past.” 

(continued on page 12D) 
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Annual Meeting 
Highlights 
(Clockwise from left) 

Entertainment for the meeting was by the Shawnee Hills 
Chorus, the Harrisburg chapter of the Society for the 
Preservation and Encouragement of Barber Shop Quartet 
Singing in America. Ed Shroeder, Harrisburg, is president, 
and David Friend, also of Harrisburg, is director. 

Drawings for attendance prizes were among the highlights 
of the cooperative's annual meeting. Manager Roger C. 
Lentz, right, is assisted by SEIEC employees Ray Harbison, 
left, and Carr Douglas Jr. 

A busy group of cooperative employees worked hard to 
register members prior to the meeting. 

John Block, Director of the Illinois Department of 
Agriculture, was the featured speaker. Block told the 
organization of the department and of its role in assisting 
agriculture in the state. 
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New S/PC generating unit 
(continued from page 12A) 

He said the cost of power to be 

produced at the new unit is expected 

to be higher than at the present plant, 

citing a number of factors for the 

increase. “Inflation and environmental 

controls have resulted in investment 

costs of about three times as much per 

kilowatt as the cost of the plant built 

in the 1960s.” Interest costs on the 

new unit are expected to be near eight 

percent, instead of the two percent 

interest on the older units,” Small 

added. 

He noted that SEIEC’s rates are 

among the lowest of any of the state’s 

cooperatives and are lower than the 

area’s major investor-owned utilities, 

despite the higher consumer density of 

the other utilities. 

Manager Roger C. Lentz paid 

tribute to two pioneers in the history 

of Southeastern Illinois Electric Coop¬ 

erative. He praised the service of W. E. 

Hunt, Norris City, who retired earlier 

this year after 27 years on the board, 

and Ray Webb, who had been a 

director since 1938. 

Secretary-Treasurer Ramsey said 

total revenue for 1976 was 

$8,673,608, compared to $7,774,115 

in 1975. Of the 1976 total, over 

$5-million went for wholesale power. 

During 1976, the cooperative paid 

$527,930 in taxes. Total margins for 

the year were $522,488. 

The featured speaker was John R. 

Block, Director of the Illinois 

Department of Agriculture. 
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Kenneth Webb, Tunnel Hill, second from left, receives congratulations from Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
President John C. Small, Galatia, following Webb's election to the board of directors. The new director succeeds his father, 
Ray Webb, also of Tunnel Hill, who had served the cooperative since 1938. Small, David Ramsey, Omaha, second from right, 
and Victor Knight, McLeansboro, were reelected to three-year terms on the board. 

Kenneth Webb is newest member of board 
The newest member of South¬ 

eastern Illinois Electric Cooperative’s 

board of directors is Kenneth Webb, a 

Johnson County farmer and vocational 

agriculture teacher. 

Webb, 48, is the son of Ray Webb, 

who retired after 39 years of service to 

the cooperative. 

Elected during the annual meeting 

Tuesday, August 2, Webb grows apples 

and peaches and raises beef cattle on 

his 312-acre farm near Tunnel Hill. In 

addition, he teaches at Vienna High 

School, where he has been for nine 

years. Before his teaching at Vienna, 

Webb taught for 17 years at Goreville. 

He is a 1949 graduate of the 

University of Illinois, with a B. S. 

degree in agriculture. He served in the 

U. S. Army during the Korean War. 

Webb and his wife, Edith, have four 

children: Mrs. Barbara Webb, a fifth- 

grade teacher at Goreville; Ellen, a 

recent graduate of Deaconess School 

of Nursing, Evansville, Ind.; Lisa, a 

junior at Goreville High School, and 

Keith, a fifth grader at Goreville. 

Webb has been active in community 

organizations and is a board member 

of the Johnson County Farm Bureau 

and has served as that group’s 

president for the past 10 years. 
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THE SOUTHEASTERN LIGHT 

Something OliU Something New 

days of the rural electrification pro¬ 
gram. 

Today’s home weatherization pro¬ 
gram is “new” in so far as this is the 
first time the Farmers Home Adminis¬ 
tration (FmHA) has provided federal 
funds to electric cooperatives for lend¬ 
ing to cooperative members. The low- 
cost loan funds will make it possible 
for low and moderate income mem¬ 
bers to insulate their homes to higher 
standards which will conserve energy 
and result in lower heating and cooling 
costs. Weatherization is an investment 
which will pay for itself many times 
over during the life of a home. 

Unfortunately, consumers least able 
to cope with today’s higher energy 
costs are those least able to pay the 
initial cost of home weatherization. 
Their problem today is similiar to the 
problem faced by many rural residents 
in the early days of the rural electri¬ 
fication program. Throughout the 
1940’s and 1950’s many consumers 
wanted the benefits of electrification 
but could not afford the capital invest¬ 
ment necessary to purchase the labor 
saving devices that would improve 
their standard of living. 

To meet the capital investment 
needs of rural Americans, the Rural 
Electrification Act of 1936 contained 
a provision, Section 5, that provided 
funds which electric cooperatives 
could lend to their members at low 
interest rates to finance the cost of 
home wiring and purchase of electrical 
and plumbing appliances and 
equipment. 

Over the life of the Section 5 
program, more than $47-million was 
advanced by the Rural Electrification 
Administration (REA) to electric co¬ 
operatives for re-lending to member- 
consumers. Section 5 loans were termi¬ 
nated in 1969 by REA when the 
cooperatives’ need for construction 
loans reached a critical point. 

Some cooperatives have continued a 
modest loan program for their mem- 
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(continued from page 12) 

bers, lending cooperative general funds 
or reserves. Since increasing energy 
costs have made home weatherization 
more imperative, the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association 
sought to have the old Section 5 
program revitalized. When Secretary of 
Agriculture Bob Bergland determined 
this would require new federal legisla¬ 

tion, REA and the FmHA quickly 
teamed up to develop a joint 
Cooperative-FmHA loan program to 
meet today’s consumer need. 

The new weatherization loan 
program is in the cooperative tradition 
of providing the framework within 
which members may work together to 
provide for their common needs. 

Outage Map 

To report an outage from 4 p.m. until 8 a.m. on weekdays or on Sunday, call the 
serviceman for your area, as indicated on this map. Persons in the service areas 
around Eldorado should call 273-2611 collect. Please do not call the servicemen 
during regular office hours. 
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Energy 
Conservation 
Now 

This is another in a series of articles 
designed to help you save money 
through the wise and careful use of 
electricity. 

Most of your utility bills will go for 
comfort conditioning, and that’s 
where you can effect your greatest 
savings. If you’ve weather-stripped 
your home and insulated it, you’ll 
have taken a big step in keeping your 
bills down. 

Water heating is next, and after that 
your savings will come in grudging 
little nibbles, but there are still many 
ways you can save energy around the 
house as you cook, wash clothes and 
do the dishes. 

Of course, food preparation takes 
energy, and you can save by making 
sure your refrigerator and freezer are 
in good condition, especially the door 
gaskets. Close a piece of paper in the 
door and try to pull it out. If it slips 
out easily, your gaskets need replace¬ 
ment. You can save a little, too, by 
opening the doors as few times as 
possible, and a little more by 
defrosting regularly. It is wise to 
vacuum your refrigerator/freezer coils 
occasionally, making sure to unplug 
the appliance before poking around 
with the crevice cleaner. The coils are 
usually attached to the back of a 
refrigerator, or in the bottom section. 

The kitchen range is another place 
where small savings can add up to big 
annual savings. Be sure to cook on 
elements that are about the same size 
as the pan, and certainly no larger. 
Incidentally, glass or ceramic cook¬ 
ware is a little more efficient than 
metal. Use a tight-fitting lid, unless the 

recipe calls for cooking uncovered, and 
shut the unit off a few minutes before 
the food is completely cooked. 
Residual heat will do the rest. 

Ovens take a lot of current. For that 
reason, you’ll be wise to use your oven 
efficiently, and bake an entire oven 
full of food at a time. You can store 
the rest for later use, being sure to 
cool it to room temperature before 
placing it in a freezer or refrigerator. 
Or, if you have a small countertop 
oven, it is more efficient—if you can 
only bake one item anyway—to bake it 
in the smaller unit. 

Probably one of the biggest 
mistakes people make in baking is 
peeking. When you open the oven 
door, as much as a quarter of the heat 
is lost, the thermostat signals for more, 
and the oven’s heating element pulls 
additional current. Cook by time and 

temperature! Be sure to preheat only a 
few minutes, and you can turn the 
oven off a few minutes before the 
cooking time is up. With a large roast, 
you can shut the oven off as much as 
30 minutes before cooking time is up, 
if you can resist the temptation to 
peek. 

These energy conservation measures 
won’t spell the difference between 
wealth and poverty, but they will save 
you a few dollars a year, and they’ll 
help conserve valuable natural 
resources, too. 

To: A.I.E.C. Member Services Department 
P.O. Box 3787 
Springfield, Illinois 62708 

Please mail me copies of the publication 

“Money Saved... Or Up The Chimney” 
(For each copy, enclose $2.00 to cover the cost of the book and 
postage and handling.) 

Please Print Name    
Mailing Address    
City State Zip. 
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Light 

aircraft repair 

is his 

enjoyable work 

(Continued from page 5) 

have anybody who can do recovers on 
the older fabric-covered planes, and I 
love the heck out of that kind of 
work. I kind of got into it as a fun 
hobby,” he says,” adding, “I really 
enjoy doing the very kind of work 
they don’t want to be bothered with.” 

Max is expanding his operation 
slowly, working on the hangar or 
airfield, as his work load permits or 
requires. “At first I kept all the planes 
I was working on in the hangar, but 
there got to be too many, so I put a 
couple of tiedowns outside. When I get 
more airplanes than I have space for, 1 
go out and put in another tiedown. 

“I’ve got a set of plans for installing 
runway lights,” he says, “and I hope 
to do that soon, and I’ll have a fuel 
setup in the very near future, too.” 

Max notes that interest in aviation 
seems to be picking up in Brown 
County. “As far as I can tell, there are 
about 15 5 light plane owners in Brown 
County and the adjoining counties,” 
he says, “and that number’s increasing 
every day. There’s an awful lot of 
interest in aviation around here, and I 
think my shop has helped spark it 
because it exposes many local people 
to avaition. Many of them had never 
really become interested before 
because they had never thought about 
it. 

“There are a lot of people who get 
almost a fever when they get around 
airplanes,” he says “and that seems to 
be what’s happening here. There’s even 
talk about a flying club, where people 
will be able to go in together to buy an 
airplane and take flight instruction.” 

It looks as though grass roots 
aviation is taking off in Brown 
County. 

SEPTEMBER, 1977 

partsman 
The building that has everything 
for the Man who has 
everything! Plenty of floor and wall space for 

workshop or hobby area. 

■ Sliding track door in rear endwall 
permits straight-thru, in-or-out 
access for tall vehicles. 

■ Flexible door 
arrangements—endwalls 
sidewalls, or both. 

■ High, wide sliding 
doors (11' 3" high) provide 
plenty of clearance for 
motorhomes, travel 
trailers, etc. 

■ Track door slides in front of overhead 
door, opens to full 15' width. 

■ Beautiful 
color exteriors, 

steel or aluminum 
—your choice. 

Walk-in service door 
(3’ wide x 6' 8" high) 

i Standard-size overhead door for cars, 
boats, pick-up truck, etc. 

the Man in the Red Car! 
Find out how little it costs to have this beautiful, 
professionally engineered building erected on 
your land by our own skilled crews. Take your 
time paying for it too; no installment payments ’til 
January, 1978. 

W Wickes Buildings 
A Division of The Wickes Corporation 

ILLINOIS 
Bo* 548, Galesburg (309) 342-3416 
Bo* 9, Mendota (815) 539-9325 
Box 336, Gilman (815) 265-7257 
Box 1142, Mt. Vernon (618) 756-2347 
Box 117, Taylorville (217) 824-9851 

Mail coupon or call collect 

Name    

Cminty 

Phnnp 
IR9 
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Southeastern III. Electric Co-op 
Eldorado, III. < 

New rates to be effective for members on October 1 
Southeastern Illinois Electric 

Cooperative Manager Roger C. Lentz 
has announced that, as a result of an 
increase in wholesale power costs, the 
cooperative has found it necessary to 
increase its rates as of October 1, this 
year. 

A contributing factor to the rise in 
power costs is the increase in the price 
of coal necessary to generate 
electricity. In addition, federal and 
state governments have established 
new environmental rules and 
regulations that greatly add to the cost 

of mining and burning coal. 
Effective October 1, adjustments 

will be made to the members’ rates to 
reflect these increases in South¬ 
eastern’s operating costs. The 
following comparison rate schedules 
reflect the new rate changes: 

KWH/Mo. Existing Coop. 

Rate A 
New Coop. 

Rate A 
Existing Coop. 

Rate A-H 

New Coop. 

Rate A-H 

100 $8.93 $10.88 $8.93 $10.88 
200 12.81 15.60 12.81 15.60 
300 15.65 18.75 15.65 18.75 
400 18.48 21.90 18.48 21.90 
500 21.32 25.05 21.32 25.05 
600 24.15 28.20 24.15 28.20 
700 26.57 30.93 26.57 30.93 
800 28.98 33.66 28.98 33.66 
900 31.40 36.39 31.40 36.39 

1000 33.81 39.12 33.81 39.12 
1100 36.23 41.85 36.02 41.64 
1200 38.64 44.58 38.22 44.16 
1300 41.06 47.31 40.43 46.68 
1400 43.47 50.04 42.63 49.20 
1500 45.89 52.77 44.84 51.72 
1600 48.30 55.50 47.04 54.24 
1700 50.72 58.23 49.25 56.76 
1800 53.13 60.96 51.45 59.28 
1900 55.55 63.69 53.66 61.80 
2000 57.96 66.42 55.36 64.32 
2200 62.79 71.88 60.27 69.36 
2400 67.62 77.34 64.68 74.40 
2600 72.45 82.80 69.09 79.44 
2800 77.28 88.20 73.50 84.48 
3000 82.11 94.50 77.91 89.52 
3500 94.19 110.25 88.94 102.12 
4000 106.26 126.00 99.96 114.72 
4500 118.34 141.75 110.99 127.32 
5000 131.25 157.50 122.01 139.92 
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THE SOUTHEASTERN LIGHT 

Reporting an outage? We need your location number 

OFFICE HOURS 

Eldorado MONDAY thru FRIDAY 
8:00 a.m. 4:00 p.m. 

Rosiclare 8:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
12:00 noon to 4:00 p.m. 
Monday thru Wednesday 

Golconda 8:30 a.m. toll :30 a.m. 
12:00 noon to 3:30 p.m. 
Each Thursday and Friday 

PLEASE HAVE BILL IN OFFICE 

ON OR BEFORE DUE DATE BELOW 

DQE, JOHN HENRY 
IM PLUM STREET 
ANYPLACE, USA 54321 

REAL) METER UN THE 20TH 
ACCT.# 600254, RATE A 
LOCATION - 05-04-03-0021 

(Members' location numbers are listed on billing card packets.) 

Keep your 
location number 
by your phone 

Reporting a power outage is one of 
the most important services members 
can provide for the cooperative. The 
sooner the proper people are alerted to 
the fact that electric service has been 
interrupted, the sooner power can be 
restored. 

In reporting an outage, however, 
there is one single bit of information 
the reporting member can provide to 
speed the repair—his location number. 

All members of Southeastern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative are mailed 
billing packets. On the flap of the 
envelope (as shown above) is the 
information necessary to allow 
members to help pin-point the trouble. 

Your location number should be 
posted in a prominent place near your 
telephone. The cooperative servicemen 
can be dispatched quickly if the 
location number is used when an 
outage is reported. 

When a member has a power outage, 
it is the cooperative’s prime concern to 
restore power as quickly as possible. 
Members can reduce the outage time 
considerably by keeping the location 
number close to their telephones and 
giving the number when an outage 
occurs. 

To report an outage from 4 p.m. until 8 a.m. on weekdays or on Sunday, call the 
serviceman for your area, as indicated on this map. Persons in the service areas 
around Eldorado should call 273-2611 collect. Please do not call the servicemen 
during regular office hours. 
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THE SOUTHEASTERN LIGHT 

A conflict of objectivi 

Trees pose problem 

The board of directors and 

management of Southeastern Illinois 

Electric Cooperative many times find 

themselves in conflicting situations as 

they attempt to provide for the 

objectives of supplying you, the 

members, with electric energy in a 

reliable and consistent manner, as 

compared to the objectives of many of 

the members in which they want their 

trees and environment undisturbed. 

Trees and electric lines are not 

compatible, and when contact is made 

between the trees and electric lines, it 

causes a fault which results in an 

interruption of service for a member 

or a number of members. These faults 

may be slight in that the tree merely 

brushes the line and causes the breaker 

to operate and open the line or, in 

other cases, limbs or trees will fall into 

the line, breaking the conductor and 

causing extensive repairs. On several 

occasions during the spring and 

summer we experienced extensive 

outages as the result of trees making 

contact with the lines. 

When the cooperative began its 

operations, members were quite 

willing to give adequate right-of-way in 

order to provide clearance between the 

trees and lines. We are finding in the 

more recent years that the members 

are very reluctant to permit 

tree-trimming or cutting to any great 

extent. 

An adequate clearance between the 

trees and the lines would be 

considered to be a 40-foot 

right-of-way, or 20 feet on either side 

of the primary line. If we could obtain 

this amount of right-of-way over our 

entire system, we would still have 

occasional outages during high 

windstorms; however, the extent of 

damage and the time required to make 

repairs would be reduced considerably 

under such circumstances. 

What happens when we are allowed 

to trim only a few feet back from the 

lines is that a falling limb will most 

surely hit the conductor and either 

short it out or break it and, in some 

cases, even break poles if the tension is 

too great. Also in dark situations, 

where there is just minimum trimming 

to provide clearance, the linemen find 

it hard to see the faults on dark and 

stormy nights, particularly if the line is 

back from the road. This means that 

they have to walk along the line to 

inspect it for tree limbs and broken 

conductors. Then when they find the 

problem, if the conductor is broken 

and tangled within the trees, they have 

to fight to get the conductor back up 
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providing best electric service 

and clear in order to restore the 
service. 

This sort of situation creates 
extremely high costs for your 
cooperative in restoring service and the 
cost ends up in your electrical bills; it 
also causes great inconveniences and 
losses for you, the members, when you 
are without electrical services; and, 
finally, it creates a severe safety hazard 
for our employees and for you, the 
members, and the general public. 
Working on a dark and stormy night in 
a dense right-of-way situation greatly 
raises the potential for accidents 
among our employees. Also when the 
trees are trimmed back just a 
minimum of a few feet from the line, 
your children, your neighbor’s 
children, or your grandchildren may 
be climbing these trees near the line, 
causing a branch to make contact and 
thereby receiving electrical shock; so 
the exposure to accidents includes the 
members of your family and your 
community. 

In reviewing the right-of-way 
conditions throughout our system, we 
feel that it will be necessary for the 
cooperative to take a much firmer 
attitude toward providing for adequate 
line clearance between the trees and 
the primary lines. We, too, appreciate 
the beauty that the trees provide to 
the environment in our communities; 
but we also realize that during the 
storm periods to which this part of 
Illinois is very susceptible, the lack of 
electrical power creates severe 
problems with our members’ 
environment in that they do not have 
water, refrigeration, and the other 
necessities to which we have become 
accustomed and consider important to 
our personal health and welfare. 

Southeastern Illinois Electric 

Cooperative has 3,000 miles of 
primary lines throughout our system, 
and there is a great deal of 
right-of-way to be maintained along 
these lines. Since a large portion of our 
system is within the boundaries and 
adjacent areas of the Shawnee Forest, 
it will be impossible, of course, to 
maintain a right-of-way that will 
guarantee that the lines are never 
contacted by falling trees, or limbs, 
and we think with a reasonable 
amount of right-of-way we certainly 
can reduce the number of outages and 
the length of time required to repair 
these outages. So we are asking for 

The seal on your meter is a 
lock—even though you may not have 
regarded it as such. It’s a utility lock. 

It is just as unlawful to break or 
destroy a meter seal without per¬ 
mission as it is to break a padlock or 
door lock. 

If you have need to break a meter 
seal, whatever the type or for whatever 
purpose, don’t do it yourself. 

Should you need a meter removed 
to install siding, to do rewiring or for 
any other purpose, call our office and 
let us know about it. We will give 
authorization and issue an order for 
our serviceman to break the seal and 
remove the meter so the needed work 
can be done. He has the authority to 

your understanding and your 
cooperation as we attempt to secure 
an adequate and necessary clearance 
between the trees and the line. 

We sincerely regret any 
inconvenience you may have suffered 
as a result of the recent storms; 
however, we want to assure you that 
our crews worked hard and long hours 
to restore your power, and the 
cooperative secured additional crews 
from contractors to assist in the 
restoration of your electric service. We 
certainly hope that the weather will be 
more cooperative during the rest of 
the year. 

break a meter seal—you don’t. 
When you need a seal broken for 

any purpose, be sure to allow us ample 
time to schedule it and to get there 
when you need us. 

Your Board of Directors and 
management become concerned at 
reports of broken or removed meter 
seals. There’s always the suspicion that 
the reason for such removal may be to 
steal electricity—and for this, all 
members pay, even though we may be 
able to apprehend the thief. 

Think about it—a meter seal is a 
lock and must not be tampered with, 
broken or destroyed. 

from Coles-Moultrie Hi-Lites, 
June 1977 

1 6c 

Breaking 
Meter Seal 

Is Illegal 
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THE SOUTHEASTERN LIGHT 

Some facts about electric power outages: 
There is a great deal of difference between rural and 

urban electric service. Electric service in cities and towns is 
usually designed for a compact area which permits “loop 
feeds.” 

POWER SUPPLY 

When a fault occurs in a loop feed, there are alternate 
routes over which to feed the electricity. 

POWER SUPPLY 

So service can be restored fairly quickly to both sides 
of the fault with a loop feed. 

Your cooperative serves in a rural area which is not 
compact, and it is very difficult to provide “loop feeds” 
because of geography and dense tree growth. 

FAULT 

So, when a fault occurs in this type system, the fault 
must be cleared and line repairs made before electrical 
service can be restored. 

Causes of faults: 
Any number of things can cause faults and power 

outages such as wind, ice, animals, lightning, humans, 
excessive load, etc. Most of our outages are caused by a 
combination of wind, lightning, and trees. Rural electric 
lines have more exposure to these elements. 

How can service be improved? 
By removing trees under and near the lines, we can 

avoid many of the faults which cause outages. It is true that 
in severe wind or lightning storms the problem will still 
exist even with adequate clearance between trees and lines, 
but with a clear right-of-way for the lines, it is possible for 
our operating crews to make repairs and return service 
much quicker. 

Then why don’t we get adequate 
right-of-way clearance? 

In recent years there has been a great deal of emphasis 
placed on the preservation of our environment and many 
people have been and are very reluctant to let us cut trees 
away from our lines. As a result, many outages of a long 
duration have occurred during storms while our crews 
remove tree limbs and trees from the lines and then splice 
wire and replace damaged poles and crossarms in order to 
restore electrical service. 

We cannot argue that the beauty of our environment 
does not contribute to the enjoyment of our life, but 
neither can we say that reliable electric service does not 
contribute to our comfort and our welfare. So what will it 
be—lawsuits and threats or lawsuits for trees removed from 
or near the lines or inconvenience, cost, and loss as a result 
of long electric power outages? 

reduce heating costs Insulate to 
It pays to conserve energy, and 

insulation can be one of the best home 
energy savers. Select insulation by the 
“R” value number, not by thickness. 
The higher the number, the higher the 
insulation value. A recent memo¬ 
randum from the Department of Agri- 
culture makes the following 
recommendations for home insulation: 
A. Edge of concrete slab—two inches 

of rigid insulation, urethane or 
styrofoam (RIO plus); 

B. Crawl space under floors—six inches 

blanket insulation (R19); 
C. Exterior wall—six inches of in¬ 

sulation (R19); 

D. Ceiling—10-12 inches of insulation 
(R factor 38 plus); 

E. Storm windows with total glass area 
not to exceed eight percent of the 
floor area; 

F. Exterior doors—1-3/4” metal faced 
with urethane core and magnetic 
weather strip; 

G. Power attic ventilators with ther¬ 
mostat control (for air conditioning 
season); 

H. Shade devices to block at least 70 
percent of the sun’s radiation from 
the glass during the cooling season; 

I. Vapor barrier covering the entire 
insulation surface, excluding ceiling 

area. 
These recommendations are sub¬ 

stantially greater than the require¬ 
ments for FHA housing. The first 
question you might have is whether it 
will pay for itself. The above in¬ 
sulation recommendations will pay for 
themselves if you are paying 216 cents 
or more per kilowatt-hour. If you 
would follow the above recom¬ 
mendations, the electrical energy 
consumption at your residence will be 
substantially reduced. In addition, the 
size and consequently the cost of 
necessary heating and cooling equip¬ 
ment will also be reduced. 

16d ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS 



|| 1 

4m w x
 Mg 

k   j ■K ’ 

r' v ! 
r 

’ 

These six employees of Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative were among eight honored for years of service during the 
cooperative's annual meeting August 2. From left, they are: Sybil Kinser, Harrisburg, 25 years; Robert Yocum, Golconda, 20; 
Robert Aldridge, Marion, 25; Vada Moyers, Rosiclare, 15; Harry Triplett, Galatia, 25, and Ruby Hise, Eldorado, 10. Not 
present for the photograph were John Rhodes, Harrisburg, 25, and Larry Mitchell, Equality, 15. AH were presented gifts in 
appreciation of the service. 

10 Ways to Reduce Your Power Bill 
It has been estimated that people 

waste about fifteen percent of the 
electric power that they pay for. 
Check these ways to stop needless 
waste: 

1. Use large wire to haul power 
around your buildings. In small 
wires, it wastes itself trying to 
crowd through. 

2. Check your wiring and be sure 
that it does not come in contact 
with water pipes, eave spouting, 
lightning rods, windmills, trees 
and roofs of buildings. We find 
that many high bills are caused 
by leaks or faults in the wiring 
system. Why not have that wiring 
checked over by a good 
electrician and brought up to 
date? 

3. Oil motors and equipment. The 
squeaky wheels need more kilo¬ 
watts. 

4. Learn to cut off the units of your 
range before the food is 
completely cooked: finish the job 
with “free heat” left in the unit. 

5. Avoid switching lights off and on 
in an area where light will be 
needed for several minutes for 
different little tasks as it is 
cheaper to let the bulb burn if 
light is necessary several times 
within a given period. More 
power is required at the time of 
switching the light on than just to 
let it burn for several minutes. 

6. Don’t leave unnecessary lights 

burning when you are not at 
home. 

7. Place your water heater as near 
the sink, washbowl and bathtub 
as possible. Use small pipes, 
insulate well on long runs. 

8. Stop all faucet leaks. 

9. If you are blowing fuses, find and 
correct the shorts right away. 
Never put a penny behind a fuse. 
This will not only waste 
electricity, but will probably 
cause a fire. 

10. Place your refrigerator or freezer 
in areas where they are not in 
direct blast of your heating 
system. Also check the door latch 
and gaskets of your refrigerator. 
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Above: Old farm equipment lines the 
walls of the Richards Farm 

Restaurant, and placemats carry a 
pictora! minihistory of barns in 

America. Richards notes that he spent 
countless hours searching for the 

artifacts for the walls, and that old 
siding from four barns went into the 

interior walls of the restaurant. A t 
right: Gary and Diane go over the 

morning's receipts. 

is 

For a long time, Gary and Diane 
Richards were bothered by the fact 

that they had no particular use for an 
old barn on their 100-acre farm near 
Casey in Clark County. They thought 
of several possible uses for the 
structure, but it was a while before 
they came up with just the right idea. 

“There were several old buildings on 
the place that we had torn down 
instead of fixing, and it really 
bothered me to let it go too, but it was 
a liability, just standing there,” he ) 
says. 

“For a long time we thought of 
converting it into a house,” the former 
junior high teacher relates, “and it 
would have made a great house, too, 
but that wouldn’t have made us any 
money.” 

Years ago, he says, he had thought 
of turning it into a teen center, “When 
I was young and crazy,” he laughs, but 

no longer a liability 
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Southeastern members may receive 
assistance through SCIP program 

Southeastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative received numerous 
applications for the Special Crisis 
Intervention Program (SCIP) coor¬ 
dinated by the Governor’s Office of 
Manpower and Human Development. 
Because of hardships suffered from the 
high energy and fuel bills after last 
winter’s extreme weather, relief in the 
form of financial assistance was made 
available to consumers who met 
federal Community Services Admin¬ 
istration poverty guidelines. Up to 
$250 toward payment of energy costs 
since October 1, 1976, may be 
received by some eligible Southeastern 
families. 

Priority in this program was given to 
the elderly, the handicapped and 
disabled, and persons on public aid. In 
order to fund this program, Illinois 
received . a total of $13.64 million 
under legislation signed into law under 
President Carter. Supplemental 
appropriations for the Community 
Services Administration were approved 
by Congress to bring relief to families 
striken by the harsh cold of last 
winter. 

Response to the program at South¬ 
eastern Illinois Electric has been 
extremely good with approximately 
200 members having applied for the 
SCIP assistance. Southeastern’s 
manager, Roger Lentz, does urge, how¬ 
ever, all members who applied for this 
financial assistance to continue to send 
in monthly meter readings. This must 
be done in order to prevent confusion 
with billing procedures. 

On September 23, 1977, no more 

applications were to be accepted. Area 
Community Services Administration 
stress the point that even though 
consumers have applied for the SCIP 
program, this does not guarantee that 
every application will be allocated 
funds. Those eligible consumers who 
signed up early will be granted 
assistance first. 

people profiles 

Linda Sue Reed 

Linda Sue Reed has been in South¬ 
eastern’s Keypunch Department since 
coming to work for the cooperative in 
May 1976. Linda, who was born in 
Marion and attended schools there, 
also spent two years at the American 
Institute of Banking in St. Louis and 
worked four years in a St. Louis bank 
before coming to Harrisburg. She 
worked another four years at a Harris¬ 
burg bank before joining the SEIEC 
work force. 

Linda, who enjoys watching drag 
racing, is married to David Reed, and 
they have a five-year-old son, David. 
They live in Harrisburg. 

Lake area 
has new 

missionary 
A new interdenominational church 

is in the planning stages in the 
Pharaoh’s Gardens Subdivision. Robert 
McGuire, a missionary from Indiana, is 
organizing the church. He was 
graduated from the Appalachian Bible 
School in Bradley, West Virginia, in 
1972. 

McGuire plans to begin his 
missionary work with Bible studies to 
be conducted in peoples’ homes until a 
church location can be found. He is 
associated with the Rural Home 
Missionary Association, which is head¬ 
quartered in Morton, Illinois, and 
which operates in 18 states. 

The purpose of the organization is 
to reach into rural areas that have few 
churches, and McGuire was referred to 
the lake area by the missionary 
association because it is a growing 
community with few churches. 

McGuire, who became affiliated 
with the Rural Home Missionary 
Association in 1975, formerly worked 
as an insurance agent. His assignment 
at the lake is first mission work. 

If you are interested in Bible study 
and the organization of the church, 
you can contact McGuire by writing to 
him at R. R. 2, Creal Springs. 
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Updated log cabi 
mixes charm, liuabilit 

Years ago, the American landscape 
was liberally sprinkled with log homes 
but as time went by they gradually 
gave way to frame and brick 
structures, or were covered with 
siding, until they almost completely 
disappeared. 

Now there is a resurgence of log 
homes as people realize that log homes 
can offer the same benefits other 
homes give, and a benefit or two of 
their own. Lowell and Grace Tison, 
who live about five miles north of 
Raleigh, have moved into a new log 
home and are thrilled with it. 

“We were getting ready to build,” 
Grace says, “and we looked at several 
kinds of houses, especially those where 
you buy the total package and have it 
built. Then we saw a story in the 
Evansville newspaper about a log home 
in Indiana, and we went over to have a 
look at it. 

“We were taken with it. One look 
was all it took for us,” she laughs, “we 
figured it’d fit in well with our life¬ 
style, ‘way out here on the farm. And 
Lowell liked the fact that outside 
maintenance would be minimal, too. 

“We talked to the owner of the 
house and he was really enthusiastic 
about it. Then we talked to our 
builder and he told us that he could 
build the house for about two to three 
dollars a square foot less than he could 
with the kit-type home. It was better 
than anything we saw for the price and 
size. We went with logs because we 
really like it and we could save money, 
too.” 

The home is two story and includes 
2,500 square feet of living space in 
eight rooms. Probably the most 
noticeable attribute is the warmth of 
the colors in the house. Soft, warm 
light filters in through the many 
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windows, helping to illuminate the 
interior, where hanging planters accent 
the walls and braided rugs protect the 
wood floors. 

“My mother made those rugs for 
our house thirty years ago,” Grace 
relates, and they fit nicely here. The 
wood floors are more practical around 
the farm than carpeted floors would 
be. These are covered with a poly¬ 
urethane varnish and waxed. 

“Actually, we’ve pretty well 
furnished our house with furniture our 
friends and neighbors have given us. 
Everybody feels at home here, because 
everybody’s furniture is here.” 

The Tisons live in the house with 
their daughter, Jennifer, who is three 
years old, and Elizabeth, six months. 

They began construction in April of 
last year, and moved in November. 
Lowell helped with the construction as 
much as he could, although much of 
the activity was taking place during 
the planting season, when he was 

taking care of some 1,000 acres. Theirs 
is a grain, hog and cattle operation. 

“It looked like a lumber mill around 
here when they were building the 
house,” Grace chuckles, “and the logs 
were lettered and numbered, but they 
weren’t in any order. When you 
wanted a log, you just went out and 
looked for it.” 

“And there was a lot to look 
through, too,” Lowell says, “they 
shipped in about 88,000 pounds on 
two big trucks. That included logs, 
windows, a couple of doors, floor 
joists and rafters. We bought the first 
floor joists, windows, flooring and 
roof decking locally. 

“Eighty-eight thousand pounds of 
logs is an awful lot of logs,” he says, 
and I’ll bet there were 10,000 logs in 
there, and some of them were really 
big. I helped them put up these second 
floor joists,” he says, indicating a 
beam about eight inches in diameter, 
and they were heavy! 
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Each log is flattened on opposite 
sides, and a groove is cut down each 
flat, he says, so a hardboard “spline” 
can be fitted into the notches to 
provide a tight seal. When the hard¬ 
board is in the slot, a bead of foam is 
added to each side of the spline, and 
the next log is placed on top of it. A 
10” spike is then hammered through 
the assembly to add to the house’s 
sturdiness. 

They report that the house is not 
much different to live in than others. 
Even though they endured much of 
the past winter—which was a record- 
breaker—in it, they still do not know 
how difficult it is to heat, because 
their gas furnace broke down just after 

they moved in. An electric fireplace 
graces the master bedroom, though, 
and they were able to keep plenty 
warm there. They also have a fireplace 
in the living room. 

“It seems to be fairly good from the 
standpoint of insulation, though,” 
Grace says, “because we didn’t have to 
turn our air conditioner on until June 
this year, and some of our neighbors 
were using theirs earlier than that. It 
keeps its temperature pretty well. 
That’s not bad when you consider that 
we don’t have any shade trees 
around.” 

Perhaps it is time more Americans 
rediscovered some of the benefits of 
log homes. 

A t far left: the Tisons in their home; 
Mrs. Tison notes that the log projections 
tend to serve as "hat racks. "Jennifer 
and her dog, George, enjoy the 
spacious front porch. Jennifer checks 
out the dining room. 
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Lake of Egypt 

Sewer District 

The Board of Trustees of the Lake 
of Egypt Water District has officially 
accepted a state grant for the 
construction of a sanitary sewer 
system at the Lake of Egypt. 

The grant, which is for $ 3.6-million, 
is from the Illinois Environmental Pro¬ 
tection Agency, and will cover 75 
percent of the total cost of the pro¬ 
ject. The remaining 25 percent will be 
financed with a low cost government 
loan at five percent over 40 years. 

Dick Poston, chairman of the sewer 
commission, told the trustees he hopes 
to obtain another grant to reduce the 
amount to be borrowed under the 
government loan. 

Poston, who is authorized by the 
trustees to sign the grant documents, 
has signed them and returned them to 
Springfield. 

More than 90 percent of the 
dwelling owners at the lake have 
signed users contracts, Poston said. 
There must be a dwelling on a person’s 
land before they may contract for 
sewer services, and all persons signing 
users contracts now are assured that 
they will have to pay no more than 
$100 for the sewer hookup. Once the 
final design is completed the charge 
will be increased. 

Glen Clarida, the consulting 
engineer, told the trustees that the 
estimated average monthly sewer bill 
would be $10.36, based on the 
assumption that there will be 1,100 
users. 

Conserve-A-Tip 
Over half the heat that 
escapes from a house in 
the winter is lost through 
windows, cracks and open 
doors. Take a tip . . . use 
weatherstripping and caulk 
those cracks—and keep 
doors closed. 

It pays to 
conserve energy 

In Memoriam 
Emma Louise Lane 

Mrs. Emma Louise Lane, 43, of 
Route 3, Harrisburg, died September 6 
at Doctors Hospital after a two-year 
illness. 

She was born in Saline County on 
January 7, 1934, the daughter of 
Eugene VonLienen of Harrisburg and 
the late Martha Gertrude (Warren) 
VonLienen. On January 7, 1950, she 
was married to Tobby Lane, who 
survives. Mr. Lane is Forestry Foreman 
for Southeastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative. 

Other survivors include four 
children; Raymond, Allen and Tina 
Marie, of the home, and Mrs. Connie 
Milligan of Harrisburg. 

Burial was in the Saline Ridge 
Cemetery. 

Area gets $205,000 grant 
for boat access areas 
The Illinois Department of Conser¬ 

vation has approved grants of 
$205,000 for boat access areas in three 
communities in the SEIEC service 
area, reports Representative Bob 
Winchester (R-Rosiclare). 

One of the facilities will be on Lake 
Harrisburg, and $50,000 has been 
allocated for it, and two others are set 
for construction on the Ohio River. 
Some $70,000 has been set aside for a 
facility at Rosiclare, and $85,000 will 
go to build another at Mound City. 

Prison 
About 150 Pope Countians turned 

out for a late August meeting to 
express support for the location of a 
750-bed medium security prison the 
state is considering building on Route 
145 at Eddyville. Inmates placed in 
medium security prisons are closely 
screened and are considered to be 
non-violent. 

The facility, if located here, is 
expected to generate about 350 
permanent jobs for local people, and 
will cost about $25,000,000 to build. 
An annual operating budget of 
$9,000,000 is projected. 

Port district 

director 

resigns 

Don Atkins, executive director of 
the Shawneetown Regional Port 
District for the past six years, has 
resigned, blaming his resignation on 
state government apathy toward the 
project. 

In his letter of resignation to 
Richard Febuary, chairman of the 
board, Atkins expressed regret that he 
was resigning before the port’s public 
coal loading facility was completed, 
but that he hoped the project would 
continue to completion. 

“As you well know,” Atkins said, 
“a cooperative state government and 
an effective bureaucratic system could 
have expedited the completion of this 
project and would have made the 
Shawneetown Regional Port District a 
major contributor toward the 
economic development of this region 
of Illinois. My resignation is a result of 
this governmental apathy. I hope it is 
corrected in the near future,” Atkins 
added. 

Atkins has accepted a job as 
executive vice president of a 
Jacksonville firm. 

Atkins said the Federal Economic 
Development Administration approved 
a $2.5 million grant for development 
of the port’s coal loading facilities on a 
matching funds basis with the state, in 
which the government would put up 
60 percent of the funds and the state 
would provide the remaining 40 
percent. 

“But the state reneged on its $1.29 
million loan money because of its 

general revenue problems,” said 
Atkins. Another bill was passed 
providing for a $1.1 million loan from 
the Capital Development Board, but 
the state has been reluctant to provide 
its share of the funds, Atkins charged. 

He estimated that the port district 
project is about 30 percent completed, 
but that the $4.25 million estimated 
cost, which was made in 1973, has 
been driven up by inflation and 
increased costs to about $12 million 
through delays, he said. 
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under construction 
The Sesser-Valier School District’s new building is well 

under way, notes Claude Lewis, superintendent. The 
building, which combines the towns of Sesser and Valier, is 
located on a 40-acre tract about one-half mile west of Sesser. 

It will house elementary, junior high and secondary 
grades in some 93,000 square feet of area. An all-electric 
facility, it will be served by Southeastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative. 

The district now has about 1,040 students, and is 
growing at the rate of about 40 students a year. 

District voters okayed construction of the school in 
October 1975, by a margin of seven to one on the first vote, 
Lewis says. The vote was very favorable because advisory 
council members visited door-to-door and discussed the 
building proposal with area residents. “There was hardly a 
house they didn’t visit,” he says. 

“People thought in terms of new construction, too,” 
Lewis notes, and realized that the costs of renovating the five 
buildings now in use would be “fantastic.” The old buildings 
were constructed in the 1920’s. 

Groundbreaking took place October 3, 1976, and the 
building should be roofed by the end of this year. Lewis 
hopes to move into the new building about March or April of 
next year. 

Top photo: an artist's conception of the Sesser-VaHer K-12 
school building. Above, Claude Lewis, superintendent, 
looks at an architect's drawing. 
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Above, Covey is reflected in the 
surface of one of his solar collector 

panels. At top, he poses in front of his 
home. The solar collector, many of its 

controls, and the heat storage tank 
are located in the small structure 

at the left. 

These days, many people are in a 
dither over the possible use of 

solar energy. Questions pop up any 
time solar is mentioned: Is it practical? 
How much will it cost? What kind of 
system is best? Will the government 
give out solar subsidies in the future? 

All those questions and more 
surround the solar energy situation, 
and they all make the sun’s image a 
little dim, at least as a means of 
heating homes. 

William Covey, who lives on the 
Tunnel Hill—Simpson Road, has 
already made up his mind. In fact, he’s 
heating his home with a hot water 
solar system. He circulates water 
through a solar heat collector, then 
routes it into a storage tank or into 
baseboard heaters, whichever is 
needed. 

The Coveys’ split-level home 
includes about 2,700 square feet of 
living space, and Covey hopes to save 
80 to 90 percent on his home heating 
bills. His collector has 750 square feet 
of space operable now. He set.it up for 
900 square feet, and learned that the 
last 250 square feet were unnecessary 
to do the job he wanted, so one part 
of the collector is unfinished. He 

estimates he could heat three homes 
with the system he has now, and he’s 
thinking of piping some heat over to 
his brother’s house about a hundred 
yards away. 

Covey, a fiftyish, quick-to-smile 
building contractor, obviously enjoys 
telling about his solar heating system, 
which he expects to use for air 
conditioning, too. 

The solar heat collector is in a small 
building adjacent to the Covey home, 
and there are three sides to the 
collector. One side—with 250 square 
feet of surface—is angled to point 
southeastward, to begin picking up 
heat as soon as the winter sun rises. 
The main section, with 750 square feet 
of area, faces directly south, and the 
third section faces southwestward to 
catch the sun’s fading rays. It also has 
250 square feet of area. The southeast 
section is not in use. A 4,000-gallon 
water storage tank is under the 
structure, and is surrounded by a foot 
of fiberglass insulation and an inch of 
urethane foam. 

“I didn’t know what angle to set the 
collectors at to get the most 
efficiency,” Covey smiles, “so I went 
out in the yard the winter before I 
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began construction, and drove stakes 
in the ground. I was most concerned 
about the best angle during the 
months of January and February, so 
that’s when I did the staking.” 

His calculations showed that the 
best angle to place the collector was 
59 degrees. Scientists, using complex 
mathematical formulas, arrived at 
about the same conclusion, he says. 

“I gave it a lot of thought,” he says, 
“before I decided on a hot water 
system, and the thing that convinced 
me was the fact that if I had gone to 
an air system, it would have taken a ■ 
good-sized fan motor to move the air. 
With this system, I use two small 
electric motors. Together, they use 
about as much electricity as three 
one-hundred watt light bulbs.” 

At left, Covey goes through some of 
the many papers he has accumulated 
in designing his system. At left below, 
he points out one of the water tubes in 
the collector's main pane! as the sun 
sets. Below, some of the controls 
indicate the unit's sophistication. 

The system includes 3,000 feet of 
one-half-inch copper tubing, which is 
attached to a galvanized surface and 
painted a flat black. The collector is 
covered with glass to prevent the 
escape of heat. 

Last year, Covey says, he checked 
the system when it was 24 degrees 
Fahrenheit outside, with a breeze 
blowing. “It was noon, and the air 
temperature under the glass was 178 
degrees. By 2:30 it was 220 degrees. 
That’s plenty warm to heat the 
house.” The Coveys also use hot water 
from the system for domestic use. 

Covey notes that he had about 
$8,000 tied up in his system, but that 
someone who wanted to do nothing 
more than heat their home could do a 
good job with about a $3,000 
investment. 

A partner in Shawnee Enterprise in 
Marion, he is involved in apartment 
house construction and feels that he 
may be able to use some of the 
knowledge he gained in future 
construction projects. In fact, he has 
drawn up a set of plans for a home 
solar heating system which he esti¬ 
mates can be built for about $3,000. 
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people profiles Litherland addresses 

data processing group 

Robert Kielhorn 

Robert Kielhorn was born in the 
Harrisburg area and has spent most of 
his life here. He came to work for 
SEIEC in March, 1976, and writes and 
dispatches service orders. 

Hunting and fishing are his main 
spare time interests; for a while he 
owned and operated a sporting goods 
store in Harrisburg. 

Bob and his wife Debbie live at R.R. 
1, Harrisburg. 

Allen Litherland, an administrative 
assistant at Southeastern, recently 
participated in the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association Data 
Processing Conference held in Atlanta, 
Ga. At the conference, Allen spoke to 
a nationwide group of cooperative 
employees concerning a computerized 
work order accounting system. 
Having spent one year developing this 
system, Allen remarked that “several 
people showed interest in developing a 
similar system.” This work order 
system greatly assists the engineering 
department. 

Allen, who was born in Mt. Carmel, 
III, came to work for Southeastern in 
June, 1976. Graduating from the 
University of Evansville with degrees 
in electrical and industrial engineering, 

Allen Litherland 

he now makes his home in Harrisburg, 
111. Allen, who is single, enjoys 
traveling. 

James Payne 
retires after 30 years 

James Payne, who retired March 
1977, had worked for Southeastern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative 30 years, 
and had served as line foreman for 25 
years. A story in the May 1977 issue 
of the Southeastern Light listed him as 
a 25-year employee. 

Farm loan 

deadline 
extended 

The Farmers Home Administration 
(FmHA) has extended to Dec. 2 the 
deadline for farmers in Pope and 
Hardin counties to apply for farm 
emergency loans to cover losses caused 
by this year’s drought and other 
natural disasters. 

James Harris, the agency’s county 
supervisor, said the extension was 
ordered by the secretary of agriculture 
for applications under drought or 
other emergency loan-eligibility 
designations that would expire before 
Dec. 2, provided the designations are 
based on disasters that have occurred 
on or after July 1, 1976. 

serviceman for your area, as indicated on this map. Persons in the service areas 
around Eldorado should call 273-2611 collect. Please do not call the servicemen 
during regular office hours. 
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Why Is My Bill Higher? 
During the past few months, many 

persons have been heard asking, “Why 
is my electric bill higher?” In answer 
to this question, electricity, like all 
products and energy sources today, is 
continuing to increase in price. 

Such a price increase was 
experienced by Southeastern when 
rates were raised in October. Some of 
the reasons why your rates are higher 
are: 

Fuel is more expensive. The cost of 
fuel needed to generate electricity has 
risen drastically. Coal, which is used in 
our generating plant, is now becoming 
much more expensive because of its 
importance in the national energy 
plan. 

Environmental rules cause costs to 
be higher. Federal and state govern¬ 
ments have passed new environmental 
rules and regulations that greatly add 
to the cost of mining and burning coal. 

Power distribution costs are 
higher.Not only is the cost of fuel 
higher, but other items such as poles, 
meters, transformers, and power lines 
have increased in price. 

Interest rates have risen. No longer 
does the cooperative receive two 
percent money from the Rural Electri¬ 
fication Administration. This has been 
replaced by a much higher interest rate 
which will, undoubtedly, continue to 
grow. 

Daily operations are more 
expensive. The cost of items needed to 
carry out the cooperative’s business 
has risen, too. Wages, insurance, 
special equipment, materials, taxes— 
these have all been affected by 
inflation. 

These are just a few of the reasons 

why your electric bill is higher. Very 
simply, like everything else, operating 
an electric cooperative costs much 
more money than it did just one year 
ago. Yet, even with this rate increase, 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
erative has one of the lowest rates of 
any of the electric utilities in Illinois. 

Because your cooperative is owned 
by and for you, our members, we will 
continue to provide the best service at 
the lowest possible cost. After all, the 
success of this cooperative doesn’t 
depend on just the employees—it also 
depends upon you! 

people profiles 
Bob Lands is Southeastern’s new 

business engineer, and takes care of 
preparations for new construction, 
staking, surveying, and dealing with 
any contracts. He came to work in 
1950. 

Bob was born and raised in the 
Harrisburg area, and his family was 
one of the first to get power when the 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
erative turned on its first substation. 
He attended country schools and went 
to high school at Harrisburg and took 
some extension college courses there, 
too. 

He served in the army just after 
World War II, and in the Korean 
conflict, and crossed the Pacific Ocean 
four times. 

An “off and on pilot since 1946,” 
Bob has one-third ownership in a 
Cessna 182 Skyland. “I first soloed in 
1946,” he says, “then dropped out of 
flying to go to school and get a job. 

In Memoriam 

Mrs. Grace F. Hunt, wife of former 
SEIEC Director Earl Hunt, died 
October 31 at the Hamilton Memorial 
Hospital in McLeansboro. She was 79. 

Surviving are Mr. Hunt; two sons, 
Wayne of Broughton and Earl Jr. of 
Deming, N. M.; two daughters, Mrs. 
Ruth Griffith of Norris City and Mrs. 
Helen Short of Broughton; nine grand¬ 
children; 11 great grandchildren; and 
two great-great-grandchildren. Funeral 
services were held in Norris City on 
November 4. 

Bob Lands 

Then, in 1954, a few guys here at 
Southeastern went in and bought a 
Cessna 120. There were seven of us, 
and I got my private pilot and 
commercial licenses in that plane. I 
have some 700 hours of flying time 
now.” 

Bob and his wife, Larrie, live a mile 
south of Harrisburg with their 12-year- 
old son Keith, and they have two 
married children, Avalee Casey and 
Gary, each of whom have one child. 
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Omaha ceram'k 
With Christmas right around the 

corner, things are really hopping at JD 
Ceramics near Omaha as people look 
for that “just perfect” item to round 
out their Christmas gift list. 

Jane Downen, who owns the shop 
and is “in charge of worrying,” notes 
that her shop has thousands and 
thousands of molds for ceramic 
objects, and that her students are 
working at a feverish pace to get their 
gift items ready for the yuletide gift 
giving. 

“We don’t sell very many finished 
items here,” she says. “We make green¬ 
ware for our students to work on to 
make the finished products for them¬ 
selves.” Of course, they have all the 
necessary hardware for making lamps, 
music boxes and other items. 

Jane, who taught school at Carmi, 
notes that she has many molds for her 



p hums as Christmas nears 
own use, and others for resale. 

“I had a little shop in my basement, 
and I had to look all over for supplies. 
The nearest places you could get them 
were Memphis or Chicago, so I decided 
to open up the kind of shop I’d like to 
go to for supplies. I have customers 
who come here from St. Louis, and 
another from Macomb. All in all, there 
are people from 60 shops who come to 
me for supplies. I’m proud of that,” 
she says, “because I’ve been in 
business less than a year. 

“Greenware, glazes and molds that 
we sell to other shops make up about 
90 percent of our business,” Jane 
notes, “and when shop owners come 
in to fill their orders, it sometimes 
takes half a day to get them loaded up 
and on their way. A lot of shops are 
closed on Sundays, so that’s when 
they come in. It’s really a rat race 
around here then,” she laughs. 

Two women, Reeda Anderson and 
Mae Reta Damm, work all week in the 
pouring room to get ready for the 
Sunday rush. 

Molds range from those needed to 
pour tiny Christmas tree ornaments to 
those used to build a good-sized 
Christmas tree. The large tree mold 
weighs 298 pounds, and a mold used 
to cast an Indian chief weighs the same 
amount. They are the largest molds in 
the shop. 

How did a school teacher and farm 
wife get into ceramics? “My husband 
and I were both in our senior year in 
college and Carroll got called up (into 
military service). We went to Fort 
Bragg, North Carolina, and found that 
ceramics was about all we could afford 
to do, so I got into it and found that I 
liked it. 

“You usually think when you’re 
forced to drop out of school that 

nothing good can come of it, but I 
never dreamed that it could lead up to 
a vocation.” 

Carroll, who is a farmer, has a 
degree in industrial technology, she 
notes, and works as a salesman for the 
shop during the slack farming seasons. 

It takes the efforts of many people 
to make the shop a success, Jane 
notes. Roberta Moye is her instructor, 
and she is, Jane emphasizes, “a very, 
very important person.” She and Jane 
and Leda Knight travel to seminars to 
keep up with the latest trends in the 
business. “We each try to specialize in 
a certain area,” Jane says, “because 
there’s too much knowledge in this 
business for one person to know it 
all.” 

Betty Price, Connie Downen and 
Marilyn Reed all work to keep the 
business going, too, as does Mike 
Seely, who helps Carroll with sales. 

Jane Downen, owner of JD Ceramics, holds one of the shop's finished products in the photo at the 
far left. In the lower left photo, Nancy Martin and Leda Knight work on Christmas items. They are 
mother and daughter, and there are four generations of the family involved in ceramics at the shop, in 
the center, little Brent Bailey meets a ceramic fawn, while in the photo below, a well-known 
Christmas figure gets ready for a trip, and in the bottom photo, a group of carolers sing yuletide 
melodies 
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At left, Carol Edwards, president of 
the home extension unit, displays 
several items made by her group, in 
the photo below right, Peggy Sink 
adds finishing touches to her pine cone 
Christmas tree, in the bottom left 
photo, Janice Richardson and Norma 
Goss proudly show their creations At 
bottom right, Linda Wilson and 
Marilyn Scott listen as Terry Jones 

Nimble fingers turn scraps into gifts 
Pine cones, scraps of material, and 

pieces of lumber are just a few of the 
items used by the Northern Home 
Extension Unit to make colorful 
Christmas decorations. In its second 
year of existence, the unit, which 
consists of fifteen women, meets once 
a month in order to share new ideas 
for use in the home. Listed among its 
projects are the adoption of a boy 
from the Carmi Baptist Children’s 

Home and various money-making 
drives to aid needy people in the 
community. 

Officers of the Northern Home 
Extension Unit are Carol Edwards, 
President; Joyce Kerney, Vice- 
President; Peggy Sink, Secretary; and 
Marilyn Scott, Treasurer. Most of the 
ladies are Southeastern Illinois Electric 
members. 
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