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Who else but Wickes Buildings has 
erected so many beautiful new garages, 

workshops and utility storage 
buildings for so many thousands 

of satisfied customers. Every 
one an attractive, professionally- 

engineered structure, built 
to strict quality standards by skilled 

Wickes Buildings crews. Rugged, dependable 
poleffame construction with maintenance-free 

exteriors of color steel or aluminum. Attractively priced 
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Call Collect or Mail Coupon Today 

Name 

Address 

Town County 

Box 1142, Mt. Vernon (618) 756-2347 
Box 117, Taylorville (217) 824-9851 

Phone 

w Wickes Buildings 
A Division of The Wickes Corporation 



Founding director George Lumpp retires; 
Robert Primmer elected to Shelby board 

A long-time member of the Findlay 
School Board has been elected to the 
board of directors of Shelby Electric 
Cooperative, the consumer-owned 
electric utility based in Shelbyville. He 
is Robert Primmer of rural Findlay. 

Primmer was elected to a three-year 
term on Shelby’s board of directors 
during the 39th annual members’ 
meeting held March 26 at the Shelby¬ 
ville High School. He succeeds George 
F. Lumpp of Findlay, a founding 
director of the cooperative, who did 
not seek reelection after serving on the 
Shelby board since 1938. Also on the 
ballot with Primmer was Victor Jostes 
of Nokomis, who was reelected to an 
additional three-year term. 

Shelby Manager William E. 
LeCrone, in his annual report to the 
membership, urged cooperative 
members to become active politically 
to oppose increasing governmental 
restrictions and regulations that are 
delaying development of coal and 
nuclear electric power generation 
facilities. 

LeCrone cited the recent cold 
weather that caused power shortages 
in many areas and said, “Most of these 
same utilities are fighting court battles 
and facing strong opposition from 
various environmental groups and 
often from state and federal agencies 
in which they contend that the 
utilities are deceiving the public by 
trying to build electric plants and 
transmission lines they don’t need. 
One might expect that now the need 
has been proven, opposition would 
vanish.” 

While other countries are pushing 
nuclear development the United States 
appears to be shifting its emphasis 
away from nuclear power to coal to 

meet future energy needs. “I bring this 
to your attention in an effort to 
encourage you and your many friends 
to get busy in the political arena in an 
effort to develop a more realistic 
approach to a national energy policy 
to go along with today’s 
technologies,” LeCrone said. “I think 
it is time we wrote the President, our 
senators and representatives and tell 
them exactly how we feel.” 

Cooperative President Eugene Boldt 
of Stewardson told Shelby members of 
their direct interest in nuclear power 
regulation. He said Shelby, through 
Soyland Power Cooperative, will share 
a 10.5 percent ownership interest in 
the nuclear Clinton Power Station 
which Illinois Power company is 
constructing in DeWitt County. 
Startup of the first Clinton unit is 
being delayed six months and 
construction of the second Clinton 
unit has been set back four years, from 
1984 to 1988,” Boldt said. 

“When the Clinton plant was started 
there were six regulations that had to 
be met,” Boldt said. “Now there are 
over 150. The original estimated cost 
of the plant was $800-million; the 
latest estimate is now $1.5-billion. 
Much of this increase is due to new 
regulations brought on by people 
trying to stop nuclear generation.” 

LeCrone said the Clinton plant is 
expected to begin generating 
electricity in 1981 and will supply an 
estimated 30 percent of Shelby’s 

Another good crowd attended 
Shelby's annual meeting at Shelbyville 
High School to hear reports of officers 
and the manager on cooperative 
business for 1976. 

needs. He added that nuclear power 
from Clinton will cost about six 
percent less than power from coal- 
fired generators. 

On March 28, Shelby’s board of 
directors met to reorganize for the 
coming year. Boldt was reelected 
president by his fellow directors. 
Other officers reelected to serve were 
Jostes as vice president, Neil Pistorius 
of Blue Mound as secretary and 
Kenneth Kensil of Tower Hill as 
treasurer. 

Shelby Electric Cooperative now 
serves more than 7,600 members along 
2,050 miles of line in Shelby, 
Christian, Cumberland, Moultrie, 
Montgomery, Macon; Effingham and 
Fayette counties. 

HMHr iUC 
coim mi 
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Shelby Manager William E. LeCrone (right) welcomes Robert Primmer of Findlay to the cooperative's board of directors 
following Primmer's election to succeed George F. Lumpp, who retired after serving Shelby members since 1938. Looking on 
is Victor Jostes of Nokomis, who was reelected to an additional three-year term during the cooperative's 39th annual 

members' meeting March 26 at Shelbyvifle High School. 

MAY, 1977 

Retired Shelby director George Lumpp (left) receives a gift of appreciation from 

board president Eugene Boldt. Lumpp was a founding director of the cooperative. 



BRIM SLATS INC. 

MFG. OF PRECAST CONCRETE 
yy-ynrnTN HOG & CATTLE SLATS 
£/''<SO TO V THREE PLANTS- 

- IND. & ILL. 

P. O. BOX 65 CASEY, ILL. 62420—PHONE (217) 932-5231 
P. O. BOX 481 ROANOKE, ILL. 61561—PHONE (309) 923-2611 | 

P. O. BOX 116 FLORA, IND. 46929—PHONE (219) 967-41751 

AGAIN IN 
Still giving you the most home for 
your money with... 

P.M 
PRICE: We're still giving you the most home 
for your money. Ask our thousands of satis¬ 
fied buyers. You always get the lowest pos 
sible prices from President! 
MATERIALS: President Homes are con 
structed of top quality, nationally known 
materials. You're going to live in your home 
a long time; you need a builder that will 
never compromise on quality — President! 

FINANCING: These days, low prices aren't 
enough — we offer immediate, low cost 
financing for a home you can own free and 
clear in 1 0 years! 
SERVICE: Your home will be built by experi¬ 
enced craftsmen —home aonstruction special¬ 
ists whoquicklyturnyourplansoroneof ours 
into a quality home you'll be proud to own! 
P M F S PRESIDENT HOMES MAKES 

THE DIFFERENCE! 

Home 
weatherization 
loans 

(co ntinued from page 5) 

Shuman, a member of Coles-Moultrie 
Electric Cooperative, Mattoon, told 
Illinois cooperative leaders, “We in the 
FmHA are very enthusiastic about this 
new loan program. We have had a 
weatherization loan program, but to 
be frank, we have not been effective.” 
He said FmHA expects the new 
system, working through the electric 
cooperatives, to effectively reach rural 
residents who need help to finance 
weatherization of their homes. 

’’This will cost the cooperative time 
and money,” Shuman said, “but it will 
make for a better living standard in 
rural America.” He urged cooperative 
personnel to contact his office or any 
one of the 42 county FmHA offices in 
Illinois if additional information is 
needed by local boards of directors 
who must decide on program partici¬ 
pation. 

Jim Tucker, FmHA housing chief in 
Illinois, cautioned that not all coop¬ 
erative members would be eligible to 
participate in the loan program even if 
they meet FmHA ownership and 
income standards. Under federal law, 
FmHA loan funds cannot be used for 
improvements on property located 
within metropolitan areas or in certain 
other densely populated areas. Tucker 
said each participating cooperative 
would be given a map outlining areas 
outside the FmHA loan-making 
authority. 

In order to qualify for a home 
weatherization loan of up to a 
maximum of $1,500, a borrower must 
be a member of a participating electric 
cooperative and must certify that he 
owns the property to be improved and 
that he has an adjusted family income 
of no more than $15,600. The coop¬ 
erative will process the one-page loan 
application, assist its members in 
contracting for the weatherization 
work to be performed and obtain the 
loan funds from the FmHA for dis¬ 
bursement to the member. The 
member will repay the loan plus 
interest over a period of up to five 

Learn how you can save 
SI.OOO's on your new home. 
Send for full color catalog 

NAME 

ADDRESS 
PRESIDENT HOMES. 
4808 N. LILAC DR 
MINNEAPOLIS. MINN 
55429(612)537-3622 

TOWN STATE 

ZIP PHONE 
□ l own a lot □ l can gel a lot We would like to be in ou r new home by 1 L 30 

Write for your local Illinois President Homes Representative. 

PRESIDENT HOMES 
■ CUSTOM BUILT PRE-CUT HOMES ... OUR ONLY BUSINESS ■ 
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Galesburg, Illinois, Box 548 • (309) 342-3416 

Gilman, Illinois, Box 336 • (815) 265-7257 

Mendota, Illinois, Box 9 • (815) 539-9325 

Mt. Vernon, Illinois, Box 1142 • (618) 756-2347 

Taylorville, Illinois, Box 117 • (217) 824-9851 

I Call collect or mail coupon today 

J Name  

j Address  

{ Town  

{ County State  
I 
| Zip Phone  
I IR682 
(   

The new Value-Master line from Wickes 
Buildings. A big breakthrough in engineered 
poleframe construction. A price break¬ 
through, too. Four popular size farm 
buildings—genuine Wickes Buildings qual¬ 
ity throughout—now available at basic, new 
low prices. Each one pre-engineered for fast, 
efficient construction at the job site by skilled 
Wickes crews. No waste time, no waste mate¬ 
rials. Just solid value, from the ground up. 
Don’t settle for less. Don’t pay more. 

w Wickes Buildings 
A Division of The Wickes Corporation ** 

4 popular size buildings, 
Pre-engineered to go up fast. 

Specially priced to move! 
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Rural Electric 

By Roy E. Goods 

Manager 

AUBURN, ILLINOIS 

Once again summer is with us. As 
we write this report, the temperature 
has been in the 90’s, for several days 
and it appears that the next few days 
promise more of the same. 

Showers have been spotty, with 
some areas receiving no rain while only 
a short distance away there is a 

veritable downpour. 
One member 
reported two inches 
of rain on one side 
of his farm, while 
only a quarter mile 
away, where the rain 
was really needed, 
there was none. 

Power failures 
sometimes act the same way. There 
may be trouble in one area due to 
equipment failure, storm, or other 
reasons, while only a short distance 
away, no failure is experienced. Per¬ 
haps one substation or a line will be 
out, and none of the rest of the system 
is affected. This may happen more 
than once, so some members may say 
that we surely have a lot of outages. 
Another member may say that the 
power has not failed for months and 
months. 

When trouble is experienced on a 
line, professional linemen and super¬ 
visors make every effort to correct the 
trouble as soon as possible. At times 
the trouble may be as elusive as a 
rattle in your new car. When you take 
it to the shop, it isn’t there, and the 
mechanic finds it difficult to locate a 
problem that doesn’t exist at the 
moment. 

from cooperative 
managers 
Atmospheric conditions may cause 

the erratic operation of a breaker, a 
loose connector, or a leaky insulator 
may be the problem, but when every¬ 
thing is picking up and operating okay, 
it’s difficult to find the problem. 

Fortunately this very seldom exists, 
and on each trouble call, every effort 
is made to locate and correct the 
problem. Your line crew is skiled in 
locating the problems, and are dedi¬ 
cated to providing you with 
continuous electrical service. 

PLANNING A CROP DRYER 
If you plan to install grain handling 

equipment, or any other addition to 
your electrical service, please notify 
your cooperative. Your cooperative 
crews have a very heavy work 
schedule, and they would certainly not 
wish to have to say, “Sorry, we won’t 
have time to heavy up your service for 
your new equipment.” 

Let your cooperative know as soon 
as possible if you plan to expand your 
facilties. 

Shelby 
SHELBYVILLE, ILLINOIS 

Your cooperative has recently been 
given a new post office box number. 
Please use the following address when 
corresponding with the cooperative 
office: 

SHELBY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 
P. O. Box 166 

Shelbyville, Illinois 62565 

Use Cooling Wisely 
for Greater Savings 

Air conditioning should not cost 
you much if you use it properly for 
maximum savings. This means 
operating your air conditioning unit or 
central system as efficiently as you 
can. 

Following these tips should lower 
the costs of operating your air 

conditioning equip¬ 
ment. 

Insulate fully for 
greater comfort and 
savings. Walls, floors 
and ceiling should be 
adequately insu¬ 
lated. Your insu¬ 
lation dealer or 
power distribution 

specialist can tell you how much 
insulation you need. 

Shade your house from direct sun¬ 
light. Shade trees on the sunny side of 
the house are ideal, but awnings offer 

William E. LaCrona 
Manager 

good protection, too. During the day, 
close drapes on the side of the house 
exposed to the sun. 

If you are installing a cooling 
system be sure that it is sized properly. 
A system too large or too small will be 
inefficient. 

Reduce the heat gain from your 
attic. A fan for attic ventilation can 
reduce the temperature inside the attic 
considerably. 

Keep doors and windows closed 
when running your cooling system. 
Leave storm windows and doors in 
place all year long. 

Turn off lights not in use and use 
your range only when necessary. These 
electric conveniences add heat to the 
air you are trying to keep cool. 

Set the thermostat at the highest 
comfortable temperature and leave it. 
If you are going away for more than a 
day, set the thermostat even higher 
and leave the fan on automatic. Set 
back to normal on returning. 

Keep your system clean. Change or 
clean filters regularly. Remove any 
obstructions from return air grills on 
central systems. The area around the 
outside section of your heat pump or 
air conditioner should also be kept 
clear. 

If you are purchasing a room air 
conditioner, look for a unit that has a 
high energy efficiency and should lead 
to lower operating costs. 

Following these tips on efficient use 
of your air conditioning should help 
you save money on operating costs at 
no sacrifice to your comfort. 
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Last Winters Electric 
Bills Should Be All th 
Incentive You Need 
to Get Serious About 
Energy Conservation 

If last winter's severe temperatures and high heating costs 
convinced you of the need for serious energy management around 
your house, don't wait until summer is over to do something about it. 

Proper insulation that could have saved you money last winter can 
still save you money cooling your home this summer - if you install 
now. 

In Illinois, generally recommended insulation levels are R-30 or 
more in ceilings and R-19 in walls and floors. Adequate insulation 
provides the most significant money savings that you can achieve on 
home heating and cooling costs. Frequently, homeowners find that 
insulation pays for itself in energy savings within three to five years. 

The Electric Cooperatives of Illinois urge you to implement energy 
conservation measures. Proper insulation will effectively prevent 
energy waste and will save you money on your energy bills. 

Efficient use of electricity IS energy conservation. Use energy 
wisely. 

Electric Cooperatives 
of Illinois 

Energy... today and tomorrow 
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sola 

Among the several facets of 
. President Carter’s energy program 

is his emphasis on conservation as a 
means of meeting the nation’s energy 
demands. The President has included 
increased use of solar energy as an 
integral part of this conservation 
effort. 

There is a provision in his program 
for tax credits to homeowners who 
install solar equipment, an incentive 
which should lead to increased 
demand for solar energy systems. 

But, the increase in the demand for 
solar energy may also bring the 
charlatan and the fly-by-night installer. 
While most of the installers are honest 
and competent, many still do not 
know exactly what may be needed for 
your particular situation. The field is 
new and there are no really firm 
standards as yet. 

However, there are some things you 
can do to protect yourself if you do 
decide to go solar shopping. 

First, check with your electric coop¬ 
erative or your state homebuilders 
association to assist in locating a 
reputable, knowledgable contractor, 
and get in touch with your county 
extension office, which also may be a 
source of useful data. 

Then, know what you can expect 
from your solar apparatus. One Illinois 
resident installed 60 square feet of flat 
plate collectors in his yard and was 
disappointed that the unit would not 
heat his entire house. Actually, such a 
solar array could be reasonably 
expected to heat a 180- to 240-square- 
foot area, provided the space was well 
insulated and the collectors are fairly 
efficient. 

Flat plate collectors—the most 
common, least expensive kind—collect 
low-yield heat. To make them work 

for you, you will need a large volume, 
and to get a large volume, you will 
need a large collection area. 

If you expect to heat your entire 
home on sunny winter days, you will 
need a collector array about one- 
fourth to one-third as large as the floor 
area of your house. In other words, to 
heat a 1,500-square-foot home, you 
will need 375 to 500 square feet of 
collector panels. If a contractor tries 
to sell you a small array, ask him how 
big a percentage of your heating needs 
it can fill. 

Solar’s low-yield heat brings on 
another problem: insulation. 
Electrically heated homes need a lot of 
insulation, but solar-heated homes 
need more yet. Before a builder can 
tell you how much collector area you 
need for an existing home, he will 
need to know how much insulation 
you have in your home. Chances are it 
will not be enough. Solar-heated 
homes need to be heavily insulated 
and tightly-sealed. Some authorities 
are recommending 18 inches of 
insulation in the attic of a solar-heated 
home, with proportionate amounts in 
the walls and floor. 

The gist of all this is that if a 
contractor tells you what to expect 

from a solar furnace without doing a 
thorough heat loss study of your 
home, be wary. He will need a lot of 
data before he can make any 
predictions. 

If he tells you he can heat your 
home with a tiny flat plate collector, 

take his promise with a grain of salt. It 
cannot be done. 

A small collector can, however, do 
part of the job. Still, you will need to 
know exactly what you want, and 
realize that a system that will provide 
all your winter heat would cost a lot 
of money, both fot collectors, and for 
storage, which is necessary for sunless 
days. A solar collection system which 
is usable only for space heating, will 
probably cost you in the 
neighborhood of $20 per square foot 
of collector area, including 
installation, controls, and a storage 
system. Prices are expected to come 
down gradually in the future. 

Most systems are built around a 
water or air heat transfer system. For 
an air system, hot air is blown over 
gravel, which absorbs the heat from 
the collector panels and stores it for 
later use. For a couple of days of 
heating, in the event the sun refuses to 
shine, you will need about one cubic 
foot of rock for each two square feet 
of collector area. A water storage unit 
needs a smaller amount of storage than 
a gravel bed. A cubic foot of water will 
usually do the same job as two and a 
half cubic feet of gravel. Storage tanks 
must be very heavily insulated to be 
really useful. Check with your 
contractor to determine how much 
insulation he installs around the 
storage medium. A poor job here may 
indicate a lack of good engineering. 

Still, how well your storage medium 
holds usable heat will depend on many 
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Geothermal Energy 
This is another in a series of 

questions and answers about specific 
energy problems and opportunities. 
They were prepared by the Electric 
Power Research Institute in 
cooperation with the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association. 

Q: What is geothermal energy? 
A: It’s the natural steam, hot water 

and very hot rock inside the earth 
that is shallow enough to be tapped 
for generating electricity and other 
uses, such as heating buildings. 

Q: How much geothermal energy do 
we have in the United States? 

A: The U.S. Geological Survey 
estimates there is enough geo¬ 
thermal energy at practical depths 
beneath the earth’s surface to 
generate electricity at present rates 
of use for the next hundred years. 
But we won’t get even a fraction of 
that potential unless we solve some 
very tricky economic and tech¬ 
nological problems. 

Q: How much electric power are we 
generating from geothermal sources 
today? 

A: About one-tenth of one percent of 
U.S. capacity is from geothermal 
sources, all of which comes from a 
stream field at the Geysers in 
northern California. 

Q: Why haven’t we exploited more of 
the potential? 

A: The Geysers is the only place in 
America where we’ve found dry 
steam that can be commercially 
developed. Geothermal steam is 

very economical because it is just 
piped from the ground into 
turbines. Geothermal hot water 
systems are more complex and 
maintenance is costly because the 
water is so full of dissolved 
minerals. 

Q: How important are the various 
forms of geothermal energy? 

A: Natural stream, which is so easy to 
use, represents less than one per¬ 
cent of the potential. Hot water 
accounts for another 10 percent. 
Geopressured water, which 
contains dissolved methane gas as 
well as hot water, represents 20 
percent. Hot rock represents about 
70 percent of total geothermal 
potential. 

Q: Why aren’t we getting more energy 
from hot water, geopressure and 
hot rock? 

A: We’re not sure of the economics of 
extracting energy from hot water 
and geopressure systems, and new 
technology is required for hot rock 
systems. The future of these geo¬ 
thermal sources will depend on 
how successful we are in bringing 
the cost of producing electricity 
from them down to compete with 
other fuels. We also are looking at 
them as direct sources of heat. 

Q: How much research is being 
conducted? 

A: The U.S. Energy Research and 
Development Administration 
(ERDA) is spending about 
$400-million over the next five or 
six years. The electric utilities 
together are planning to invest 

some $2-billion in commercial geo¬ 
thermal development over the next 
decade if the basic technical 
problems are resolved and the 
economics are competitive. For 
example, rural electric cooperatives 
for several years have been involved 
in the Raft River experimental geo¬ 
thermal project in Idaho, partially 
funded by ERDA. 

Q: Are there any other problems 
besides economics and basic tech¬ 
nology? 

A: Yes, there is a pollution problem 
with contaminants in some steam 
and hot water systems, but that can 
be handled. 

Q: Is geothermal energy found all over 
the nation? 

A: If you go deep enough, there’s hot 
rock all over the world. But within 
reach of present drilling methods 
and within the bounds of anti¬ 
cipated economics, usable geo¬ 
thermal areas are concentrated in 
the western states, Alaska, Hawaii 
and along the Gulf Coast. 

Q: Given all the problems that still 
must be solved, how much of our 
electric power is likely to come 
from geothermal sources in the 
year 2000? 

A: It could be as high as five percent 
or less than one percent. The actual 
amount will depend on how rapidly 
existing hot water fields can be 
developed and how successful we 
are in developing new technology 
that makes geothermal energy 
forms economically competitive 
with other fuels. 
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Rural Electric 
AUBURN, ILLINOIS 

Your board of directors and 
management have determined that it is 
necessary to adjust the assessments at 
this time. While this is not pleasant 
news, it is necessary because your 
cooperative’s costs have continued to 

increase. The minor 
adjustments that we 
made a year ago are 
not providing the re¬ 
venue needed to 
keep the cooperative 
in a sound financial 
condition. 

You will soon be 
receiving notifica¬ 

tion of new rate schedules, and we 
expect that these will go into effect 
with your October 1 billing. 

There are some costs over which 
we have some control, and they have 
not increased in the recent past. On 
the other hand, the costs over which 
we have no control have continued to 
increase. These costs include interest, 
taxes, depreciation and, most impor¬ 
tantly, wholesale power costs. 

Your directors feel that periodic 
adjustments are more acceptable to 
you than single, larger increases. 

Roy D. Goode 

Manager 

We need your presence at our 
annual meeting this year. This is your 
business, and you are entitled to have 
a say in how it is operated, so we urge 
you to come out and discuss your 
cooperative with your elected board of 
directors and management. We would 
like to hear from you. The meeting is 
set for September 10 at the Auburn 
grade school, and registration will 

from cooperative 
managers 

begin at 10:30 a.m. We will give away 
five early bird prizes to those who 
register between the hours of 
10:30 a.m. and 12 noon. The first 
prize will be a $50 credit on the 
member’s electric bill. Other prizes, 
also credits on bills, will be $30, $20, 
and two $10 awards. The grand prize, 
to be drawn at the end of the meeting 
will be a 12 cubic foot upright Hot- 
point freezer. 

Also, there will be 25 small appli¬ 
ances available to members at very low 
discount prices, and all Hotpoint appli¬ 
ances will be selling at very low prices, 
too. These extra low prices are effec¬ 

tive only on the day of the annual 
meeting. There will also be generators 
on display, and for sale at reduced 
prices. 

The cooperative will provide a 
lunch and there will be entertainment 
for children. We are also planning to 
have the craft fair again this year, and 
many of the items will be for sale. If 
you would like to have a craft display 
at the annual meeting this year, please 
contact us at the cooperative head¬ 
quarters. 

Come on out to your annual meet¬ 
ing. It is an important day for you and 
your cooperative. 

Shelby 
SHE LB YVI LLE, ILLINOIS 

Well, here we go again! We 
recently received a letter from the 
Central Illinois Public Service 
Company (CIPS). It read: “Pursuant 
to Paragraph 6 of the Agreement for 
Purchase of Power by Shelby Electric 

Cooperative from 
Central Illinois 
Public Service 
Company dated 
November 25, 1974, 
Central Illinois 
Public Service 
Company hereby 
gives notice that 
Central Illinois 

Public Service Company proposes to 
exercise its right to make application 
or petition to the Federal Power 
Commission for a change in Rate 
Schedule W-l to become effective on 
or about January 1, 1978. 

“We feel that it would be desirable 
to meet with you or your 
representatives to discuss a proposed 
increase in the charges of Rate 
Schedule W-l.” 

Our bulk power negotiating 

William E. LeCrone 

Manager 

subcommittee has met with CIPS offi¬ 
cials, but the date for the first negotia¬ 
ting meeting has not been set yet. 

Whatever the case, you can expect 
an increase in rates, and how much it 
will be is anybody’s guess. 

We’ll keep you informed as 
negotiations progress. 

* * * 

Our sympathy is extended to the 
family of Walter Price, assistant system 
engineer for your cooperative. Mr. 
Price, a five-year employee, died 
July 19 of a brain tumor, for which he 
had been treated for the past three 
years. He is survived by his wife, 
Linda, his parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Harold Price, and two brothers, 
William and David. Funeral services 
were held in Shelbyville on July 21. 

It pays to conserve energy 
You can save nickels and 
dimes turning off lights in 
your home . . . but you 
can save dollars conserv¬ 
ing the big three: heating, 
cooling and water heating. 
They account for three- 
fourths of your energy bill. 
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Some people don't really believe our nation has a serious energy 
problem. . .nor are they convinced of the pressing need for an 
economical, realistic solution to the problem. 

During a recent power blackout, however, many New Yorkers 
became believers. People in other cities were also convinced. Would 
it take a paralyzing blackout to make you a believer? 

Illinois Electric Cooperatives believe that coal and nuclear fuels 
are the keys to providing adequate electric energy at a reasonable 
cost. But the economies of coal and nuclear-fueled power plants 
are substantially reduced by changing environmental regulations 
and by lengthy delays in nuclear licensing procedures. 

The Electric Cooperatives of Illinois supply electric energy at 
rates which reflect the actual cost of providing service. The 
multi-million dollar impact of long regulatory delays for new 
power plants adds to that cost. . .and to our members' electric 

In every critical situation, there is a point where debate must 
give way to decision—and action. With energy, we're convinced 
that point has been reached. 

bills. 

Electric Cooperatives 
of Illinois 

Energy... today and tomorrow 



^ Energy 
i ^ . Conservation 

k Now 

in the kitchen 

This is another in a series of articles 
designed to help you save money 
through the wise and careful use of 
electricity. 

Most of your utility bills will go for 
comfort conditioning, and that’s 
where you can effect your greatest 
savings. If you’ve weather-stripped 
your home and insulated it, you’ll 
have taken a big step in keeping your 
bills down. 

Water heating is next, and after that 
your savings will come in grudging 
little nibbles, but there are still many 
ways you can save energy around the 
house as you cook, wash clothes and 
do the dishes. 

Of course, food preparation takes 
energy, and you can save by making 
sure your refrigerator and freezer are 
in good condition, especially the door 
gaskets. Close a piece of paper in the 
door and try to pull it out. If it slips 
out easily, your gaskets need replace¬ 
ment. You can save a little, too, by 
opening the doors as few times as 
possible, and a little more by 
defrosting regularly. It is wise to 
vacuum your refrigerator/freezer coils 
occasionally, making sure to unplug 
the appliance before poking around 
with the crevice cleaner. The coils are 
usually attached to the back of a 
refrigerator, or in the bottom section. 

The kitchen range is another place 
where small savings can add up to big 
annual savings. Be sure to cook on 
elements that are about the same size 
as the pan, and certainly no larger. 
Incidentally, glass or ceramic cook¬ 
ware is a little more efficient than 
metal. Use a tight-fitting lid, unless the 

recipe calls for cooking uncovered, and 
shut the unit off a few minutes before 
the food is completely cooked. 
Residual heat will do the rest. 

Ovens take a lot of current. For that 
reason, you’ll be wise to use your oven 
efficiently, and bake an entire oven 
full of food at a time. You can store 
the rest for later use, being sure to 
cool it to room temperature before 
placing it in a freezer or refrigerator. 
Or, if you have a small countertop 
oven, it is more efficient—if you can 
only bake one item anyway—to bake it 
in the smaller unit. 

Probably one of the biggest 
mistakes people make in baking is 
peeking. When you open the oven 
door, as much as a quarter of the heat 
is lost, the thermostat signals for more, 
and the oven’s heating element pulls 
additional current. Cook by time and 

temperature! Be sure to preheat only a 
few minutes, and you can turn the 
oven off a few minutes before the 
cooking time is up. With a large roast, 
you can shut the oven off as much as 
30 minutes before cooking time is up, 
if you can resist the temptation to 
peek. 

These energy conservation measures 
won’t spell the difference between 
wealth and poverty, but they will save 
you a few dollars a year, and they’ll 
help conserve valuable natural 
resources, too. 

To: A.I.E.C. Member Services Department 
P.O. Box 3787 
Springfield, Illinois 62708 

Please mail me copies of the publication 

“Money Saved... Or Up The Chimney” 
(For each copy, enclose $2.00 to cover the cost of the book and 
postage and handling.) 

Please Print Name 
Mailing Address  
City  State. Zip. 

14 AUGUST, 1977 



Joint NRECA-CFC 

committee 

(continued from page 11) 

award for its work with foreign 
participants during visits to the coop¬ 
erative. Wayne Laning, Mt. Sterling, 
Adams president, accepted the award 
on behalf of the cooperative. 

Searls also was a panelist during a 
general session discussion, “Coping 
with Conservation.” The Illinois 
NRECA Director, Raymond 
Rusteberg, Valmeyer, presided during 
the panel discussion. Robert Wagner, 
Burnside, District 5 CFC Director, 
presided during the CFC annual 
meeting. Wagner is a director of 
Western Illinois Electrical Coop., 
Carthage. 

Stanley Greathouse, Johnsonville, 
past president of the Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives and 
Illinois NRECA Director-elect, was 
named Region V Executive 
Committeeman. Greathouse is a 
director and vice president of Wayne- 
White Counties Electric Cooperative, 
Fairfield. 

Three Illinois women were active. 
Mrs. Iona Greathouse, Johnsonville, 
was introduced as the Region V Chair¬ 
woman.' Mrs. Adeline Rusteberg, 
Valmeyer, was a member of the 
woman’s nominating committee. Mrs. 
Margie Mohrman, Camp Point, was 
reelected Region V Committeewoman 
on the NRECA Women’s Action 
Committee. 

The need for developing power 
supply capability to meet the require¬ 
ments of electric cooperatives was 
jllustrated by David A. Hamil, 
Administrator of the Rural Electri¬ 
fication Administration (REA). Hamil 
said a recent survey indicated that 
kilowatt-hour sales of electricity by 

electric cooperatives are rising at rates 
ranging from eight to 12 percent, 
compared to six to nine percent for 
commercial power companies. 

While urging electric cooperatives to 
continue their practice of energy 
conservation, Hamil went on to say, 
“Intensified conservation efforts alone 
are not enough to meet our electric 
energy needs.” He said electric coop¬ 
eratives should use all possible 

(continued on page 20) 
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Sportsman 
The building that has everything 
for the Man who has 
everything! ■ Plenty of floor and wall space for 

workshop or hobby area. 

■ Sliding track door in rear endwall 
permits straight-thru, in-or-out 
access for tall vehicles. 

■ Flexible door 
arrangements—endwalls, 
sidewalls, or both, 

■ High, wide sliding 
doors (IF 3" high) provide 
plenty of clearance for 
motorhomes, travel 
trailers, etc. 

■ Beautiful 
color exteriors, 

steel or aluminum 
—your choice. 

Walk-in service door 
(3'wide x 6' 8'' high) 

■ Track door slides in front of overhead ■ Standard-size overhead door for cars, 
door, opens to full IS' width. boats, pick-up truck, etc. 

the Man in the Red Car! 
Find out how little it costs to have this beautiful, 
professionally engineered building erected on 
your land by our own skilled crews. Take your 
time paying for it too; no installment payments 'til 
January, 1978. 

w Wickes Buildings 
A niwiei^n of VA/ioUac Pnrnnratinn A Division of The Wickes Corporation 

Mall coupon or call collect 

ILLINOIS 
Box 548, Galesburg (309) 342-3416 
Box 9, Mendota (815) 539-9325 
Box 336, Gilman (815) 265-7257 
Box 1142, Mt. Vernon (618) 756-2347 
Box 117, Taylorville (217) 824-9851 

Name    
Address  
Town County 
State Phone. 

i a to 
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/ 
from cooperative 
managers 

o u 
Rural Electric 

AUBURN, ILLINOIS 

The members and the weather were 
certainly with us for our annual 
meeting held September 10, 1977, at 
the Auburn Grade School gymnasium. 

I would like to 
take this 
opportunity to 
thank each of you 
who attended for 
making our annual 
meeting a very 
successful day. 

We realize the 
beautiful day 

worked both for us and against us. Fall 
harvest had begun for many of our 
farmer-members, and non-farm 
members could not pass up the good 
day to catch up with yard work and 
preparation for the winter months 
ahead. 

Larry Fesser, Herbert Niemeyer and 
Lynn D. McTaggart were reelected to 
your board of directors. 

The members of Rural Electric 
Convenience Cooperative Co. should 
be proud of their board of directors. 
They are all sincere, dedicated men 
whose main concern is the well-being 
of the cooperative. This requires many 
hours of their time and concern in 
reaching the hard decisions that have 
to be made to keep the cooperative 
strong financially and able to provide 
the adequate supply of electricity that 
the members require, both now and in 
the next ten years. 

At the reorganizational meeting of 
your board of directors, the officers 
were re-elected for the coming year. 

Stanley Otten of Modesto was 

re-elected president, Larry Fesser of 
Farmersville was re-elected vice 
president, Herbert Niemeyer of 
Auburn was re-elected secretary- 
treasurer and Harold W. Peper was 
re-elected assistant secretary-treasurer. 

These officers were elected at the 
first regular meeting of the board 
following your annual meeting. 

To you farmer-members who are in 
the midst of fall harvest: we must 
remind you to be extremely cautious 
of power lines at the ends of your 

Shelby 
SHELBYVILLE, ILLINOIS 

A Lesson in Energy 

Management 
Did you learn an expensive energy 

lesson last winter? High heating costs 
caused by severe winter temperatures 

taught many 
consumers that 
serious energy 
management was 
needed in their 
homes. 

Costs for coal, oil 
and natural gas are 

William E. LeCrona higher than ever and 
Manager fuei js wJlat jt takes 

to produce electric energy. Until new 
energy resources are developed and 
fuel costs are brought under control, 
wise energy management must be a 
high priority for all consumers. 

Take a “refresher course” on energy 
conservation around your home. 
Inspect insulation, check storm doors 
and windows, caulking and weather 
stripping, and make sure your heating 
system operates efficiently. Wise 
energy management can save you 
money, help keep your electric coop¬ 
erative’s costs down and conserve 
limited energy resources. 

Learning effective energy manage¬ 
ment is like learning to save money—it 
takes determination, but it pays off in 
dividends. Think of energy manage¬ 
ment as your savings—like money in 

fields. Today’s large machinery 
requires much space when making the 
turns at the end of the field. If you 
should happen to hit one of the poles 
or notice anything that doesn’t seem 
to be right, please contact the 
cooperative office. 

By now you have received your new 
rate schedules. We all wonder when 
the day will come when the price of 
electric power, as well as everything 
else, will level off or even decline—and 
no one has the answer. 

the bank. 
Coal — That’s What You Waste 

When You Waste Electricity. 

Every time you flip on a light, turn 
on the television or plug in the iron, 
you use electricity. But you probably 
don’t realize that coal is the raw 
energy source of your electric power. 

When you leave unneeded lights 
burning, you’re not only wasting 
money, you’re wasting coal—one of 
Illinois’ most precious resources. 

Over 74 percent of all electricity 
generated in Illinois comes from 
coal-fired power plants. Lesser 
amounts of nuclear, oil and gas are 
also used. But with oil and natural gas 
reserves dwindling and nuclear power 
development restricted, coal is still our 
primary energy source. 

One pound of coal provides enough 
energy to light a 100-watt bulb for 
about 10 hours. The average 
refrigerator-freezer uses the equivalent 
of nearly a ton of coal in one year. 
Think about all the ways you use 
electricity and imagine how much coal 
you’d use in a year. If you think of 
electricity as coal, it’s easy to 
understand why your electric bills are 
higher. 

The Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 
remind you that electric energy starts 
with coal—an increasingly important 
resource in our energy future. 
Efficient use of electricity will help 
conserve coal and other energy 
resources. Use energy wisely. 

Roy D. Good* 

Manager 
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The Electric Cooperatives of Illinois have improved the lives of 
consumers with dependable electric energy for over 40 

years. . .and we're proud of the company we keep. 

When the electric cooperatives got their start in the 1930's, the 
Illinois agricultural community 
lived a rugged life without the 
essential services of electricity. 
Working together with their 
electric cooperatives, Illinois 
farmers have made their 
agricultural productivity the 
envy of the world. 

Illinois electric cooperatives 
continue a proud tradition 
today.. .helping over one-half 
million consumers conserve our 
limited energy resources and 
working for a national energy 
policy that will assure adequate 
energy supplies for our future. 

During October—Cooperative Month—tbe Electric Cooperatives of 
Illinois salute the work all cooperative organizations have done to 
enhance the quality of life for consumers throughout our state and 
nation. 

Electric Cooperatives 
of Illinois 

Energy. . . today and tomorrow 
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Tom Marckese, Geneseo, packs his 'chute 
after a jump session. He reports that 
parachute packing is not as tricky as it might 
seem. Parachutists often tike colorful 
'chutes, and many wear matching jumpsuits. 

downs, 
‘chutist jumps and before he opens his 
parachute, and attempting to hit—or 
come very close to—a tiny target. 

“The target’s four inches in 
diameter,” Marckese says, “or perhaps 
I should say 9.84 centimeters, since 
sport parachuting is an international 
activity. Measurements are metric 
because of that.” 

The Trackers operate out of the 
Harold Thompson farm at Annawan, 
and they occasionally perform 
exhibitions for shopping center 
promotions and such activities. 
“Actually, we could do more jumping 
just at the farm,” Tom says, “but the 
exhibitions help pay for the airplane 
and publicize the club.” 

Members, he notes, can join the 
club by paying a $1,000 fee and then 
jump all they want after paying a $30 
monthly fee. Members who choose 
this plan hold part ownership in the 
airplane. “Tve been a member since 
September, 1972, and Tve gotten my 
money back several times over,” he 
says. 

The club owns a Cessna 205 
Skyvan. 

Members with less-expensive tastes 
can pay $200 a year and pay the $30 
monthly fee and jump all they want, 
too, he says, but they hold no 
ownership interest in the airplane, and 
have no say in how the club is run. 

“We keep track of how many jumps 
we make,” he notes, “and we write 
each jump down in a log book. Each 
book has enough spaces for 150 
jumps, and Tm working on my seventh 
book now. Another thing we keep 
track of is the amount of free-fall time 
we build up. Free-fall is that time after 
you leave the aircraft and before you 
open your parachute, and I have 
almost four hours of free fall time,” 
Marckese says. 

Marckese uses a square parachute as 
a main chute and has a round reserve 
chute. “This is my fifth main chute,” 
he says, “and this one and my last one 
were square. I like them better because 
you can pack them smaller and 

Despite ups and 
Tom Marckese has one of those 

hobbies that has its ups and 
downs. He goes up in airplanes and 
jumps out of them, for fun and profit, 
as they say. He has jumped from as 
high as 13,500 feet. 

Marckese, who is a member of the 
Trackers, Inc., of Annawan, has been 
in the sport parachuting game since 
about 1970, or thereabouts. He and his 
wife Mary Lynne, are members of 
Farmers Mutual Electric Company, 
Geneseo. 

Actually, his involvement in the 
sport came about as a combination of 
business and pleasure. He was in the 
Marine Corps, a member of an air and 

naval liaison gunfire team; members of 
such teams are required to be qualified 
parachutists. 

“I found that I liked parachuting,” 
Marckese says with a grin, “so I joined 
the Camp Pendleton Sport Parachute 
Club. All told, Tve made about 1,100 
jumps since then,” he says. The Marine 
Corps required qualified parachutists 
to make two water landings, and a 
night jump, too, but Marckese’s 
activities are not quite so lively now, 
even though they certainly cannot be 
considered mundane. 

Sport parachuting today generally 
centers around two activities— 
performing acrobatics after the 
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EXTENDED PAYMENT PLANS AVAILABLE, INCLUDING LONG TERM FINANCING. 
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Shelby Electric News 
SHELBY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 217-774-3986 SHEIBYVILLE, ILLINOIS J 

As crop comes in— 

Area elevators uppii 

At left is the new one million bushel grain elevator going up near 
Pana, being built for the Mid-Illinois Farmers Co-op. The six 

tanks are each 2! feet in diameter and 140 feet tall. The head 

house is 70 feet tall. Above, work is going on at the Ging, Inc., 

facility in Cowden. Ging, a wholly owned subsidiary of the A. E. 

Staley Manufacturing Company, has 1.5 million bushels of 

storage capacity, and is adding a new dryer and a temporary 

storage ring. 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS 



rage capacity 

NOVEMBER 1977 

The I/I/. R. Yakey operation, top left, has been 

increased by 150,000 bushels capacity, double the 

amount for construction. The "Ma and Pa outfit,” as 

Mr. Yakey calls it, is located in Mode. A new dump 

pit and a 135 foot leg were also added. Above, this 

storage and shipping facility at Dunkel recently added 

32,000 bushels of capacity to the 388,000 bushels it 

already had. At left, the Stonington Cooperative 

Grain Co. just added 500,000 bushels of new capacity 

this year, making a total of 3 million bushels of 
capacity for the operation. 

Larger grain handling facilities require larger electrical 

loads, and this new substation near Dunkel will help 

keep up with area growth. 
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'Born farmers' 
build family grain business 

t {T T Te got to talking about putting 
V V up some grain storage here, 

and it seemed to be a little short in 
this vicinity, so we put up more than 
we needed ourselves,” said Mark 
Marquis, explaining how his family 
started in the grain storage, trucking 
and buying business. 

The company, which is located just 
south of Buda on Illinois Valley Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative lines, is owned by 
Donald and Darrell Marquis. Mark is 
Darrell’s son. 

“We’re set up to store about half a 
million bushels,” Mark says, “but we’ll 
buy and sell about a million and a half 
bushels this year, the way it looks 
now. 

“We were doing our own drying,” 
he continues, “and using a portable 
dryer that we had to move around. We 
used about four different locations 
and each move took most of a day, so 
we decided to build a centrally located 
setup. It’s really handy here. We used 
to have grain wagons going all over the 
roads like crazy, and now it’s not bad. 

“Here we have a good location, a 
good road, and high ground, so we set 
up our storage and drying facilities. Of 
course, we set up a larger grain drying 
operation than we needed for just our 
crops, too.” 

Mark, who is 21, thinks of time in 
terms of crops. “Let’s see,” he muses, 

Top photo: M. M. "Bud" Jontz, left, 
manager of the Illinois Valley Electric 
Cooperative, visits with Darrell 
Marquis in front of one of the huge 
grain bins that make up part of the 
Marquis Brothers' grain operation. 
Above: Wilbur Nordstrom, a director 
at Illinois Valley, talks with Mark 
Marquis. Nordstrom is employed as a 
truck driver and mechanic, and Mark is 
the son of one of the owners. 

“this is our third crop since I got out 
of high school. We’ve had two good 
ones and this year’s a break-even year. 
It’s a good crop year, but prices are 
bad and it’s a bad year for foreign 
matter, too.” He is a graduate of 
Western High School in Buda. 

The Marquis operation is designed 
to dry 1,500 bushels an hour at 
ten-points removal, and their three 

trucks can take a good-sized crop to 
the river for shipment. They have two 
bobtails and a semi, and when they 
put all three on the road, they can 
haul 1,665 bushels at a time. 

Trucking grain to the terminal is an 
important part of the business, and it 
requires a well-maintained set of 
trucks. That’s where Wilbur Nord¬ 
strom fits in. Nordstrom, an Illinois 
Valley director, is employed by the 
Marquis Brothers as a truck driver and 
mechanic. 

The family has been farming in the 
area for a long time. 

“We were born farmers,” Darrell 
laughs, “our mother was born more 
than 85 years ago in the house 
Donald’s living in now, and we don’t 
know how long her folks lived here 
before, she was bom, so the family’s 
been here quite a while, all right.” 

They farm 1,500 acres, two-thirds 
of which was in corn this year. The 
rest was in soybeans. 

Denny Thromeburg is the book¬ 
keeper for the operation, and has been 
working full time since June. A former 
junior high school math teacher, the 
sandy-haired Thromeburg takes care of 
the truck scales, does the moisture 
testing, checks for foreign matter in 
grains, keeps in radio contact with the 
trucks, and handles the office side of 
the operation. 
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