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(continued from page 6) 
“We run preventative maintenance 

on the equipment based on a planning 
schedule we keep. We perform safety 
tests to ensure patients’ safety. Most 
of the tests are performed on a 
monthly basis,” he said. 

King’s schedule is a 40-hour week, 
Monday through Friday, 7 a.m. until 
3:30 p.m. That’s the basic week. The 
nature of the work and King’s sense of 
responsibility make it a 24-hour job. 
“I’m on call 24 hours,” he said. “Some 
days I am here much later than 3:30. 

“I have one class during the daytime 
and the hospital lets me take off an 
hour for it. Then I make up the time 
by working extra,” he said. 

He carries a class load of seven 
hours at John Woods and does the 
CREI studying in what other time he 
has available. 

How did King land his job? 
During King’s senior year in high 

school, Mike Sullivan, then the bio¬ 
medical engineer at Blessing, spoke to 
seniors at Quincy High. “I was trying 
to determine which area of electricity 
and electronics I wanted to enter. 
Mike told the seniors he was looking 
for an assistant. I applied and went to 
work in March of 1975. In June, Mike 
left the hospital for another job. 
That’s when I became head of the 
department,” King explained. 

Before going to work for Blessing, 
King worked for Richards Electric 
Motor Co. in Quincy, repairing and 
rewinding motors and generators. 

The study at John Woods and CREI 
will lead to a bachelor’s degree, King 
said. He then plans to gain certi¬ 
fication as a biomedical engineer. 

NEW LOW 

Model No. SOP70 

50' X 70' (13'3” Clearance) 

Model No. 42P60 

42' X 60' (13'3” Clearance) 

Model No. 30P40 

30' X 40' ( 9'3" Clearance) 

Model No. 3816P60 

54' X 60' (13'3" Clearance) 

All building lengths expandable 
in 20' increments 

ON OUR FOUR 
MOST POPULAR 
BUILDINGS! 
Fourpopularfarm buildings in the sizes farmers 
want most. Pre-engineered to Wickes high 
quality standards, and reduced in price to 
pass along the big savings now possible with 
new advanced construction methods. Like all 
Wickes buildings, they’re backed by our repu¬ 
tation for dependability and economy, and the 
low package prices include prompt erection 
on your land by skilled Wickes crews. 

NEW ADVANCED 
CONSTRUCTION 
METHODS 
Reduce labor costs at the job site. 

COLORS GALORE Seven beautiful new 
farmstead siding colors. Seven contrasting 
trim colors! 
STRONGEST WARRANTY 5-year warranty 
on all materials and workmanship. 30-year 
warranty on roof leaks due to corrosion. 

Wickes Buildings 
A Division of The Wickes Corporation 

Illinois 

Galesburg, Box 548 (309) 342-3416 

Mendota, Box 9 (815) 539-9325 

Gilman, Box 336 (815) 265-7257 

Mt. Vernon, Box 1142 (618) 756-2347 

Taylorville, Box 117 (217) 824-9851 

Call Collect or Mail Coupon Today 

Name  

Address 

Town  

County. 

State  -Zip- 

Phone. 
7R m. 
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manager's 

by Robert E. Pen del I, Manager 

report watts n 
IREN SUPPLEMENT 

Danger from 

CB Antennas 
Apparently there are a number of 

people who have no regard for their 
safety, or for that matter, anyone 
else’s? 

The latest electronic fad, the CB 
radio, is causing an unique safety 
hazard. There have been a number of 
deaths and numerous injuries caused 
while people were erecting or 
removing a CB antenna. 

Look up and live; do not install 
antennas near power lines. Near means 
where they can come in contact with 
high voltage lines if they were to fall. 

Why Is My 

Electric Bill 
Higher? 

“My neighbor has more appliances 
than I have, yet his electric bill is less 
than mine—why?” 

This question is asked frequently 
each month to our employees. The 
answer is simply that no two families, 
or no two people for that matter, use 
electricity the same. 

One housewife may open her 
refrigerator door twice as often as 
another. Each time the door opens, 
warm air rushed in and the unit must 
run more to replace the cold air lost. 
One household may have a frost-free 
unit and the other a conventional unit. 
The frost-free refrigerator uses about 
twice as much electricity. 

The amount of food stored in a 
freezer can cause variations in 

electricity used. An empty freezer will 
run more than a full one, and freezing 
food requires more electricity than 
storing food. 

No two families have the same 
amount of washing or do their washing 
the same way. It makes a difference if 
you do your ironing all in one day or 
do a little each day. Each time the iron 
cools off and has to be reheated, more 
electricity is used. 

One family will use 60 to 75 watt 
bulbs, while another will use 100 or 
150 watt. One goes to bed at 9:00 
P.M., the other at 11:00 P.M. There is 
very little comparison between them 
in the consumption. 

The number of persons in the 
family has a direct bearing on the 
amount of electricity used. 

Still another factor and often the 
biggest difference is found in 
individual house wiring. One home 
may have inadequate wiring with a 
60-amp service while others may have 
good wiring. Poor wiring caused 
voltage drop and reduces the 
efficiency of appliances and wastes a 
lot of electricity. 

As you can see, no two families 
have the same habits or the same 
electric bill—the same is true for food 
and gasoline bills, etc. 

Trouble Phone 

We would like to remind you that 
the cooperative has a special phone 
and number for the purpose of 
receiving calls concerning outages or 
problems which you may have with 
your service of an emergency nature. 
Remember, the trouble phone is not 
for answering questions about billing 
problems, connects, or disconnects. 

For outages call 837-1400 

Do You 
Leave an 

Open 
Invitation to 

Criminals 
. . .to burglarize your home when 

you go to bed or leave for the evening? 
Make certain you Do Not by following 
these simple and effective procedures: 
1. Install exterior lighting, such as a 

decorative yard light, mercury-vapor 
dusk-to-dawn outside light, porch 
light or eave-mounted flood lights. 

2. Leave one or two lights inside your 
home on all night. A simple, 
inexpensive timing device can turn 
lights on and off at selected times to 
give your home the appearance of 
occupancy when you are away. 

3. Close and lock all doors, including 
porch and basement. Use pin- 
tumbler cylinder locks on outside 
entrances and safety latches on 
windows. 

4. Make sure all screens or storm 
windows are securely fastened from 
the inside. 

5. When out for the evening, leave the 
garage door closed and locked so 
burglars won’t know that your car is 
gone. 
Winter months have a 12 percent 

higher burglary rate than the rest of 
the year and 12 times as many crimes 
are committed at night than during the 
day. Help stop crime through better 
lighting and other simple, but effective 
measures. 
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McDonough Power Cooperative 
MACOMB, ILLINOIS 61455 

All Co-op Electric Outages 837-1400 

There Just Ain’t 
No Justice 

DIRECTORS 
D. Carroll Walters, President 
Clair Butcher, Vice President 

Lyndall Pigg, Secretary 
Donovan Lawyer, Treasurer 

Raymond Irish 
Harlan Monroe 
Kenneth Moore 

Max Welsh 
Harold Whitman 

  William R. Harris, Attorney 

If Your Power 
Goes Off 

1. Check all your own main fuses or 
circuit breakers, including any 
breakers below your meter. 

2. Check with your neighbors about 
their power, and if they have reported 
an outage. 

3. Call number 837-1400, day or 
night, seven days a week. 

4. Please give the following infor¬ 
mation when reporting an outage. 
Your name, location number, (this is 
found at the bottom of the portion of 
the billing card you are to retain) time 
the power went off, and are your 
neighbors without power. Any infor¬ 
mation about poles, wires, trees or 
limbs that could help us in restoring 
power quickly. 

OFFICE HOURS: 

8:00 A.M.—5:00 P.M. 
Monday through Friday 

It was quite a shock to the electric 
utility industry to learn that the 
research reports on which EPA had 
relied to set its scrubber requirements 
for coal burning plants has been 
systematically and deliberately 
distorted to present the worst possible 
picture. Many expected that following 
this revelation a Congressional 
investigation and prompt action by 
EPA to review their standards would 
follow. Apparently this isn’t going to 
happen. 

Meanwhile, electric utilities are 
faced with the immediate necessity to 
make decisions to spend billions of 
dollars for scrubbers that may not be 
needed and for which the consumer 
will have to pay and will undoubtedly 
blame the utilities when the bills start 

to come in. Extensive interviews with 
scientists and others have shown that 
Dr. John F. Finklea rewrote and 
deleted information from the EPA 
studies to present the worst possible 
picture. In defense of his actions, Dr. 
Finklea said that he felt such research 
studies should always err on the side 
of over-estimating the health effects. 
Dr. John Knelson, who heads the 
laboratories set up by EPA to 
determine the link between air 
pollution and public health, says, “We 
are making multi-billion dollar 
decisions about controlling air 
pollution on a 25-cent data base.” Dr. 
Benjamin Ferris, a Harvard scientist, 
says, “I think the problem with the 
standards established by legislation is 
they are set up to protect everybody, 
and that is a physical impossibility.” 

Just imagine if you can what would 
happen to our society if we applied 
such a standard to automobile or plane 
transportation or to any 
manufacturing or construction 
operation—to guarantee 100 percent 
safety in anything is practically an 
impossibility. The risk of a single 
accident causing 100 deaths is: 
Airplane every 2 years 
Tornado  every 5 years 
Fire every 7 years 
Earthquake every 20 years 
100 nuclear plants. every 10,000 years 

Taken from Capsule Comments, 
published by United Supply 
Cooperative of Kentucky Association 
of Electric Cooperatives. 

A Willie Conserve-A-Tip 

You can save nickels and 
dimes turning oi! lights in 
your home ... but you 
can save dollars conserv¬ 
ing the big three: heating, 
cooling and water heating. 
They account for three- 
fourths of your energy bill. 

C NIICA 

It pays to conserve energy 
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If jeans become too short, but the fabric is good, create a 
fashionable jeans skirt. Open inner leg seams, lay front and 
back flat, measure length of wearer, cut off bottom of pant 
legs and use to fill in the triangles created when you lay the 
garment flat. With some topstitching, the skirt is ready for 
wearing. 

Except for the bad hole in the sleeve, this sweater is in good 
condition. Cut the worn sleeves off leaving about IVz inches 
of sleeve. Finish the cut edge by adding a zigzag hem. Turn 
the IVz-inch portion inside and tack loosely into place, 
making it a sweater vest. 
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If you have 
a good reason to build 

...you have a good reason 
to visit your local Land Bank. 

If you have plans for building or 
improving, chances are the Land Bank can help with a 
long-term loan at reasonable cost. Maybe it’s a new 
farrowing house, a carousel milking parlor or new grain 
drying and storage facilities. Maybe you’re planning to 
build a new home... or remodel the old one. Whatever 
your plans, stop in and discuss them with your local Land 
Bank Association. 

LATMDJB7VNK t=Lf 
muai HCmiiNC. 

LENDER 
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manager’s report 

by Robert E. Pen del I, Manager 

Are Energy Bills 

Going Higher? 

Yes. 
Energy bills are going to go higher 

and here are some of the reasons. 
Your cooperative must purchase its 

energy from suppliers, Central Illinois 
Public Service Company and Illinois 
Power Company. Effective January 1, 
CIPS wholesale power rates to your 
cooperative increased over 10 percent. 
In July of this year, Illinois Power 
wholesale rate will be increased 
approximately 31 percent. 

All materials, wire, poles, and trans¬ 
formers are increasing in cost. Social 
Security and other taxes are increasing 
along with insurance costs and gasoline 
prices. 

Yes, your electricity is going to cost 
you more—but how much at this time 
we are not sure, but you can be 
assured that your board of directors 
and staff will control the controllable 
items and keep electricity cost as low 
as possible without sacrificing 
dependable electric service and main¬ 
tenance of cooperative lines and 
equipment. 

Heed Wariiiii!i Mgiis! 
16 

Meter 
Readings 

During the busy holiday season, 
many members forgot to enter their 
meter readings on the billing stub they 
returned to the cooperative office with 
their payment. 

This causes an estimated bill to be 
prepared and often creates confusion. 
When the computer estimates a bill 
one month, then receives a meter 
reading from the member the next 
month, it automatically prorates the 
bill due to the estimated reading. 

What is meant by prorating of a 
bill? The computer goes back to the 
last valid meter reading sent in by the 
member, eliminates the estimated 
reading in between, takes the present 
valid meter reading and prorates the 
billing over a 60-day period, dividing 
the kilowatt-hours used, giving the 
member credit for the monies paid on 
the estimated bill. 

We find in many cases members can 
eliminate many problems if they 
compare their present meter reading 
with the previous meter reading that 
appears to the left of the space pro¬ 
vided for the present reading. This 
would readily show if you accidentally 
recorded a wrong reading. If a meter 
reading is sent in that is less than the 
previous months reading, your bill, in 
most cases, would be astronomical. 

PLEASE, take a minute to compare 
your present meter reading you are 
entering on your billing card to the 
previous month’s reading. 

watts 
IREN SUPPLEMENT 

Kilowatt- 
Hour 

Increase? 
The past couple of months your 

cooperative has received numerous 
calls from members about the increase 
in their usage; many wonder why the 
increase. 

It is hard to answer all questions 
with one or two explanations as each 
case is usually different. However, we 
can answer a number of these 
questions by pointing out that the 
cold weather has been the biggest 
factor in causing those increases. For 
instance, such things as colder water to 
be heated, furnace or electric heating 
systems operating more and there is 
the possibility of heat tapes or heat 
bulbs being used to keep plumbing or 
oil lines from freezing. 

We have also heard that there is no 
one home during the day and this 
should make a difference. At first 
thought you would think this would 
be right, but on second thought we 
realize that the activities that are 
normally done during the day has been 
squeezed in before leaving home or 
after you get home at night. About the 
only difference is possibly the TV or 
radio that might be used during the 
day if you were home. 

In many cases the meter that 
measures the electricity used comes 
under suspicion when increases occur. 
In defense of the meter, it is one of 
the most accurate measuring devices 
built. It is much more accurate than 
the meter that measures your gasoline. 

Of all the meters tested in 1976, we 
found none that would make a 10 
kilowatt-hour difference on every 
1,000 kilowatt-hours used. So, please, 
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The Counter that Cooks do not blame the meter first. 
Another thing to think about is, did 

I read the meter on the same date or 
was it a week later? This happens in 
many cases, where one bill is for three 
weeks and the next is for five or more. 

We at the cooperative want to help 
if you have a high usage problem; we 
want to encourage conserving 
electricity, but you can help solve 
some of your questions if you check 
the things we have mentioned. 

Voltage 
Flicker 

In November of 1976 your coop¬ 
erative connected a new member in 
the Abingdon area—Abingdon Rock 
Company—which we welcome to the 
cooperative. 

However, at the present time this 
load has caused a condition called 
voltage flicker in the area. 

Your cooperative has anticipated 
this problem and plans were made to 
increase the substation at Cameron 
and to build a three-phase line and 
some rebuilding with larger conductor. 
However, due to the delayed delivery 
date of a new substation transformer 
and the cold weather, these plans 
could not be activated when planned, 
so steps of a temporary nature have 
been taken to relieve the situation as 
best possible. 

As soon as the weather permits and 
materials are received, your coop¬ 
erative has given this area number one 
priority and will do away with the 
“flicker” as soon as possible. 

We thank those members for their 
patience and understanding in this 
problem, again showing the coop¬ 
eration of the members and their 
personal concern for their cooperative. 

The method of cooking which is the 
most predictable and the cleaning 
easiest is the sleek elegance of a 
glass-ceramic electric cooktop. 

Cleaning is easy. There are no 
exposed coils or burners and nothing 
to take apart. A wipe with a damp 
cloth makes quick work of most spills. 

Cooking is precise. Each sunburst 
design marks a cooking area. Mounted 
flush against the glass ceramic panel 
beneath each sunburst is a heating 
element. 

Spacing of the heating ribbon in 
each element is close and precise. As a 
result, no hot or cool spots develop, 

just even, concentrated heat that pro¬ 
vides uniform heating. The heat is 
confined so that adjacent cooking 
areas not in use remain cool to the 
touch. 

Because each heating element has its 
own thermostat, the temperature 
setting selected is maintained. Each 
dial provides an infinite choice of 
temperature settings between 150 
degrees and 475 degrees. This 
precision cooking control eliminates 
the need for a double boiler. 

It is readily apparent when a heating 
element is on as the heating turns 
yellow and an indicator light glows. 

Don’t Play To An Empty House ^ 

...turn off when not in use! 
Does this happen at your house? . When the meal is ready—everyone drops 

what they're doing to get to the table and leaves the radios, televisions 
and lights, etc. playing to an empty house. You'd be surprised how 

much you can save on your electric bill if your lights and 
appliances were turned off when not in use. 
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Garages, Workshops, 
Utility Storage Buildings. 

Does anyone ever have enough 
space to store all the things that make 
life more enjoyable? Like boats, 
camper trailers, motor homes, snow¬ 
mobiles? Not to mention the everyday 
problem of finding room for a second 
or third car, lawn and garden equipment, the outdoor furniture, or 
dozens of other things that require weather protection. 

A low-cost Wickes utility 
building can solve the prob¬ 
lem for you—right now, and 

for years to come. These 
handsome, maintenance-free 

structures are available in the size, model or plan you need for a spa¬ 
cious garage, storage place or workshop, or all three in one if you 
want. In beautiful color steel or 
aluminum—your choice. 

Protect the things you’ve worked so 
hard to acquire. With a good-looking, 
professionally-engineered Wickes utility 
building. You’ll wonder why you 
waited so long. 

^ Wickes Buildings 
A Pii\/iCion "Tha \A/io lyoc* PN/^rr\/-vro+i/^n A Division of The Wickes Corporation 

i Name 

ILLINOIS 
Box 548, Galesburg (309) 342-3416 

■ Address 

j Town 
Box 336, Gilman (815) 265-7257 

Box 9, Mendota (815) 539-9325 j State 
Box 1142, Mt. Vernon (618) 756-2347 

J County 
Box 117, Taylorville (217) 824-9851 

i Tel: 

I IR258 
Call collect or mail coupon 

Solar Grain 
Drying Conference 

(continued from page 5) 

collectors are in use each year, it also 
has the advantage of being relatively 
inexpensive —once the collection 
system is built—and readily available. 

Solar’s potential was summed up by 
Sims, who said, “I think this thing is 
really going to catch on, and there are 
a lot of farmers out there ready to 
start using it. There is plenty of energy 
out there.” 

Several Illinois electric cooperatives 
sent representatives to the conference. 
Attending were: Roger Mohrman, 
Adams Electrical Co-Operative; John 
Kober, Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
Association; Vince Ijams and Charles 
Kyle, Corn Belt Electric Cooperative; 
Randall Beasley, Holly Shriver, Rick 
Phelps and Frank Gibbons, Coles- 
Moultrie Electric Cooperative; Victor 
Ketten and David Barbey, South¬ 
western Electric Cooperative; Ray 
Weiss, Howard Schweighart and Leo 
Klingelhoffer, Illini Electric Coop¬ 
erative; Lowell R. Riffey, M.J.M. 
Electric Cooperative; and Bob Lands, 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
erative. 
Below, John Kober, member services 
director for Egyptian Electric Coop¬ 
erative Association, and Terry 
Heffernan, assistant director of 
member services for A!EC, compare 
grains dried with and without heat. 
The display was set up at the Solar 
Grain Drying Conference in Cham¬ 
paign. 
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Now all you need, 
is a good place 

to put it. 
□ Trucks 

□ Cars 
□ Boats 

□ Bikes 

□ Campers 

□ Trailers 

□ Outdoor Furniture 

□ Lawn and Garden 
Equipment 

□ Snowmobiles 

□ (A Handy Hideaway) 

The 
A beautiful, low-cost Wickes utility 

building, garage or workshop. 

Maybe all three, if you like, in one compact, space- 
efficient building. Plenty of room for equipment, vehi¬ 
cles, and other valued possessions—plus extra space 
for a workshop or hobby center, if you want it. Rugged 
professionally engineered pole-frame structures from 
Wickes Buildings with beautiful, maintenance free ex¬ 
teriors of color steel or textured color aluminum—your 
choice. Models, sizes, and plans for every need. Erected 
on your land by our own skilled crews. 

Call collect today, and see how little it costs to have 
your own 'mini-warehouse'. 

W Wickes Buildings 
A Division of The Wickes Corporation 

ILLINOIS 
Box 548, Galesburg 
Box 336, Gilman 
Box 9, IVIendota 

(309) 342-3416 Box 1142, Wit. Vernon (618) 756-2347 
(815) 265-7257 Box 117, Taylorville (217) 824-9851 
(815) 539-9325 

Farm buildings for every requirement: machinery 
storage, beef, hogs, dairy, horses. Steel or 
aluminum exteriors. All sizes, all colors. 

Name. 

Address^ 

County- 

Town  

State  .Phone_ 
TR 384 
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manager's report 

by Robert E. Pendell, Manager. 

watts 
IREN SUPPLEMENT 

Did We Learn 
Anything? 

In thinking back to this past winter 

where we experienced many things 

besides cold weather and high utility 

bills throughout our nation, I wonder 

if we might now face reality. 

Several areas had to curtail power, 

some urged special conservation 

measures, and it was interesting to 

note that in the same areas some of 

the same utilities are in court battles 

with environmental groups and some 

State and Federal agencies who 

contend that electric utilities are 

deceiving the public by trying to build 

electric plants that are not needed. 

I have heard the question many 

times: “What is this energy problem?” 

It is simple—we are continuing to 

consume energy at a faster and faster 

rate. We have doubled our annual 
consumption since 1950. 

I guess maybe the biggest problem is 

public understanding, which causes 

delays in the development of our 

resources. 

One of the most serious hurdles has 

been, and probably will continue to 

be, our concern over the potential 

effects on our environment. We all 

want to preserve our land, water, and 

air, but some compromises or 

reasonable trade-offs will have to be 

made if our society is to progress. 

The public will have to understand 

that nuclear plants can supply safe and 

clean power and should be accepted. 

Let’s be sensible. Thousands of 

people travel in automobiles every 

day, yet we know that there is a 

possibility that we might be killed or 

injured. In fact, the things we do every 

day offer a thousand times greater 

potential for accidents than our being 
killed or injured by nuclear accidents. 

16 

The delays we are experiencing in 

building of nuclear plants are costing 

the consumer billions of dollars. 

So as stated in Our Energy- 

Problems and Solutions booklet, “The 

threat of a serious energy crisis still 

hovers our nation like a storm cloud 

and it is getting rapidly darker. Our 

freedom, our economy, and even our 

lives depend upon our ability to solve 

our energy resource problems.” 

Did we learn anything? 

KWH Usage 
When you receive your electric bill 

approximately March 5, please 

remember that this bill would be for 

the KWH’s that you used from 

January 5 to February 5, provided you 

read your meter on these dates. In any 

case, this period, it must be 

remembered, was extremely cold and 

windy. These conditions must be 
considered as a major factor toward 

the amount of your March 5 bill. 
In comparing the readings on 

members bills that are being turned in 

now, in February, the March bills are 

to be quite large as compared to other 

months. 
"Stupid’ 

On January 19, 1977 approximately 

30 people were without electricity in 

Kelly Township due to the stupidity 

of someone who decided to shoot an 

insulator on the line. 

Again on January 29, 1977 

members living west, northwest and 

southwest of Abingdon were without 

power for approximately BVz hours— 

again, because an inconsiderate person 

shot a line. 

The cooperative offers a $100 

reward for information leading to the 

conviction of those who use the 

cooperative lines or insulators for 
target practice. 

Statement 

of 

Nondiscrimination 

McDonough Power Cooperative has 

filed with the Federal Government a 

Compliance Assurance in which it 

assures the Rural Electrification 

Administration that it will comply 

fully with all requirements of Title VI 

of the Civil Right Act of 1964 and the 

Rules and Regulations of the Depart¬ 

ment of Agriculture issued thereunder, 

to the end that no person in the 

United States shall, on the ground of 

race, color, or national origin, be 

excluded from participation in, be 

denied the benefits of, or be otherwise 
subjected to discrimination in the 

conduct of its program and the 
operation of its facilities. Under this 

Assurance, this organization is 

committed not to discriminate against 

any person on the ground of race, 

color or national origin in its policies 

and practices relating to applications 

for service or any other policies and 

practices relating to treatment of 

beneficiaries and participants including 

rates, conditions and extension off 

service, use of any of its facilities, 

attendance at and participation in any 

meetings of beneficiaries and 

participants or the exercise of any 

rights of such beneficiaries and 

participants in the conduct of the 

operations of this organization. 

Any person who believes himself, or 

any specific class of individuals, to be 

subjected by this organization to 

discrimination prohibited by Title VI 

of the Act and the Rules and 
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Unclaimed Membership 
Refund Checks 

DIRECTORS 

D. Carroll Walters, President 
Clair Butcher, Vice President 

Lyndall Pigg, Secretary 
Donovan Lawyer, Treasurer 

Raymond Irish 
Harlan Monroe 
Kenneth Moore 

Max Welsh 
Harold Whitman 

William R. Harris, Attorney 

Listed below are individuals to 
whom we have been unable to return 
the $15.00 membership refund checks. 
If anyone knows of a current address 
of any of the former members, the 
cooperative office would appreciate 
receiving this so they may receive their 
refund. The address listed is the last 
known address the cooperative had on 
each individual: 

Dennis Brinkely, R. 1, Macomb, 111.; 
Gerald Burley, Macomb, 111.; Timothy 
Carter, Palatine, 111.; Max Hopping & 
Mrs Arthur Vaughn, Keokuk, la.; 
Don/Beverly Kreps, Macomb, 111.; 

Dennis Shelts, Huntsville, 111.; James 
Snyder, Sr., Aledo, 111.; Andrew 
Stevenson, Abingdon, 111.; Donald 
Struve, Rock Island, 111.; Lyle/Donna 
Wright, Macomb, 111.; James Aired, 
Roadhouse, 111.; Mrs. Virgil Ashton, 
Joliet, 111.; Jody Bellville, Macomb, 111.; 
Charles Brewer, Blandinsville, 111.; 
Jimmie Callihan, Avon, 111.; Charles A. 
Chaney, Memphis, Tn.; Francis 
Cooper, Macomb, 111.; Lowell/Kathy % 
Mrs. Leo Twaddle, Plymouth, 111.; 
Irene Crail, Macomb, 111.; Gary 
Creasey, Colchester, 111.; Chas. E. Gibb 
Estate, Monmouth,' 111.; LeRoy/ 
Clemencia Gibson, Bushnell, 111.; 

Herman Juilfs, Cameron, 111.; J. B. 
McCullum, Colchester, 111.; C. 
W./Marion Markham, Blandinsville, 
111.; Alta Mae Moore, Littleton, 111.; 
Richard/Hazel Moulton, Macomb, 111.; 
Beatrice Nelson, Rockford, 111.; 
Ronnie Shawgo, Kirkwood, 111.; Ruth 
Stone, Monmouth, 111.; Ordell 
Swanson, Macomb, 111.; E. or M. 
Swiontkowski, Plymouth, 111.; William 
Vaughn, Littleton, 111.; Lawrence 
Venard, Dahinda, 111.; Jack Walters, 
Monmouth, 111.; Sam T. Webster, 
Colchester, 111. and C. G. Foltz Estate, 
Colchester, 111. 

Thanks’ Regulations issued thereunder may, by 
himself or a representative, file with 
the Secretary of Agriculture, 
Washington, D.C. 20250, or the Rural 
Electrification Administration, 
Washington, D.C. 20250, or this 
organization, or all, a written 
complaint. Such complaint must be 
filed not later than 90 days after the 
alledged discrimination, or by such 
later date to which the Secretary of 
Agriculture or the Rural Electri¬ 
fication Administration extends the 
time for filing. Identity of com¬ 
plainants will be kept confidential 
except to the extent necessary to carry 
out the purposes of the rules and 
regulations. 

January has long passed and we 
would like to forget the severe weather 
we had, but to those who experienced 
electrical outages and those who 
helped our crews on January 28, we 
do not want to forget. 

The patience and understanding of 
those who were without electricity 
was very much appreciated. They 
knew we were having problems in 
getting our trucks through and our 
crews were doing all that was possible. 
Their encouragement to us made it all 
worthwhile to battle the snow. 

Road Commissioners Earl Waller of 

Raritan and Ocie Balwin of Roseville 
played a big part in our trucks getting 
to the problem areas. 

The Keith Worthington family fed a 
very tired and hungry crew, supplied 
gasoline and towed trucks, and the 
Elbea Malone family took the crew in 
and fed them and made them com¬ 
fortable for the night because they 
could not return to Macomb. 

To these people, we say THANK 
YOU on behalf of our employees, 
their families, the members who 
experienced the long outages and the 
Board of Directors and management. 
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Winter bitterly cold temperatures froze the Mississippi along Illinois' western border, halting barge traffic and delaying 
shipments of vita! supplies north. In addition, Ohio River barge traffic was halted because of ice, leaving hundreds of barges 
and towboats virtually stranded. 

Degree‘day records illustrate winter's 
severity 
(continued from page 14) 

no matter what kind of energy 
provided the heat. 

To make matters worse, the degree- 
day figures do not take into account 
the wind-chill factor. As far as the 
degree-day is concerned, the wind 
makes no difference at all. And, when 
it comes to heating your home it may 
not—provided your home is well-sealed 
against the wind with caulking, 
weather stripping and storm windows. 

Even as cold and expensive as the 
weather has been here, we have been 
fortunate. To the east of us, the 
weather was much worse. Schools 
closed and factories reduced hours or 
went completely out of production. 
Millions of workers were idled; many 
are still not back at work. 

All in all, it has been the kind of 
winter our grandparents talked about, 
but this one was worse, according to 
the records. Throughout Illinois, it has 
been a winter to remember, even 
though most of us would rather forget 
it. 
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elps Weather Service 

Tornadoes were the topic of discussion at Spoon River Electric Co-operative recently when the cooperative hosted a tornado 
spotters meeting. Manager Bill McCamey, left, talked weather with Roger Geer, center, officiaTin-charge of National Weather 
Service office in Peoria, and Gene Burchett, coordinator of the Fulton County Emergency Services and Disaster Agency 
(formerly Civil Defense). Geer praised the area tornado-spotting organization, calling it "one of the best in the nation." 

“and we always ask spotters to look 
for rotation. In fact, we have a slogan 
that goes like this: ‘If it doesn’t spin, 
don’t call it in.’ ” 

“On the average,” Geer told his 
audience, “about 700 tornadoes strike 
each year in the United States, and no 
state is really safe from them. We hope 
that by having spotters we can keep 
loss of life to a minimum. We can’t 
save property, but we can save lives, 
and that’s the most important thing.” 

A good estimate of wind speed is 
helpful in keeping track of storm 
systems, Geer said, and it is possible to 
estimate wind speeds fairly closely. 

“If large branches are moving and 

you can hear whistling in overhead 
wires, the wind velocity is about 25 to 
31 miles an hour, and if whole trees 
are moving and it’s inconvenient to 
walk against the wind, that indicates 
speeds to 32 to 38 miles an hour. 

“If small branches or twigs break, 
and the wind impedes walking, the 
wind is blowing 39 to 46 miles an 
hour, while speeds of 47 to 54 miles 
an hour will cause slight structural 
damage and break larger branches and 
weak limbs,” Geer said. 

“Winds of 55 to 63 miles an hour 
will cause moderate structural and tree 
damage,” he continued, “and winds of 
64 miles an hour and above cause 

heavy-to-severe structural and tree 
damage.” 

Information on hailstorm activity is 
appreciated by the weather service, 
too, Geer said, and the data is more 
useful if the size of hailstones is 
reported. “It’s helpful if you relate the 

size of the hailstones to the sizes of 
such common objects as peas, marbles, 
golf balls, and so on,” he told the 
utility men, “or if you tell us its 
approximate diameter in inches.” 

Geer also outlined what should be 
done in the event a tornado watch is 
broadcast. “A tornado watch is issued 

(continued on page 22) 
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manager’s report 

by Robert E. Pendell, Manager 

watts n 
IREN SUPPLEMENT 

Conserving 
Electricity 

Saves 
Dollars 

We have talked, written, tried to 
explain in every way we know how to 
promote conserving electricity and 
saving dollars on your energy bill. 

To those who inquired how to 
save—did you? 

Lower your thermostat—that could 
have saved 10 percent. Installing the 
proper insulation in the attic could 
have saved 20 percent a month. Good 
storm doors and properly installed 
windows could reduce heating bills as 
much as 15 percent. 

Then there are the little things, like 
turning off lights when they are not 
needed. You would be surprised the 
substantial savings at the end of the 
year. Another added savings we don’t 
realize is the savings of costly repairs 
of appliances by having good 
conservation practices. 

So again, believe us, when we say 
you save dollars by conserving 
electricity, it is up to you! 

Killer Kites 
We are again at the time of year 

when people of all ages are flying 
kites. We certainly want the best kite, 
one that will last—so hang the expense, 
we are only kids once. 

With kite flying, that could be true, 
we may never get any older than a 
child. 

These great kites could be 
metalized. These kites are a hazard; 
they knock out power lines and pose 
extreme hazards to the public. When 
these kites get caught on high voltage 
power lines, they can transmit a fatal 
shock to anyone who comes in contact 
with them. 

The high voltage could set the kite 
aflame, causing a fire hazard to nearby 
buildings or wooded area. 

So when you buy a kite this year, 
buy one that is not a hazard. Let’s be 
kids more than once! 

'Kiting Season' 

<0! 

Cooper; 
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If you do not already have a copy 
of the bylaws of your cooperative, 
they are available at the cooperative 
office. The bylaws constitute a 
contract between the member and the 
cooperative. 

Any person, firm or body politic 
may become a member in the 
cooperative by paying the membership 
fee and any additional guarantee or 
deposit, agreeing to purchase electric 
energy from the cooperative, and 
agreeing to comply with and be bound 
by the certificate of incorporation of 
the cooperative and these bylaws and 
any amendments, rules, and 
regulations as may, from time to time, 
be adopted by the members at an 
annual meeting. No person, firm, 
corporation or body politic shall 
become a member unless or until so 
accepted by membership by the Board 
of Directors. A joint membership is 
also acceptable, subject to their 
compliance with the above require¬ 
ments. 

An annual meeting of the members 
shall be held on a day to be fixed by 
the Board of Directors during the 
months of August or September, each 
year, at such place within the territory 
served by the cooperative. It shall be 
designated in the annual meeting 
notice for the purpose of electing 
directors, passing upon reports 
covering the previous fiscal year and 
transacting such other business as may 
come before the meeting. 

In respect to the nominations and 
election and bound representation, it 
will be the duty of the board of 
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DIRECTORS 
D. Carroll Walters, President 
Clair Butcher, Vice President 

Lyndall Pigg, Secretary 
Donovan Lawyer, Treasurer 

Raymond Irish 
Harlan Monroe 
Kenneth Moore 

Max Welsh 

Harold Whitman 
William R. Harris, Attorney 

McDonough Power Cooperative 
MACOMB, ILLINOIS 61455 

All Co-op Electric Outages 837-1400 

Bylaws 
directors to appoint, not less than 30 
days nor more than 60 days before the 
date of the annual meeting, a 
committee consisting of two members 
in each district in which a director is 
to be elected and one member in each 
of the other districts. This nominating 
committee shall prepare and post in 
the office of the cooperative, 20 days 
before the annual meeting, a list of 
nominations for directors. 

Any 15 or more members may 
make other nominations in writing 
over their signatures, not less than 15 
days prior to the annual meeting and 
the secretary shall post the same at the 
same place where the list of 
nominations made by the committee is 
posted. The secretary shall mail with 
the annual meeting notice a statement 
of the number of directors to be 
elected, the nominations made by the 
committee and the nominations made 
by petition, if any. Additional 
nominations may be made from the 
floor at the annual meeting. 

At the annual meeting in the year of 
1968 and at the annual meeting every 
three years thereafter, one director 
shall be elected by ballot in each of 
districts 1, 3 and 7, each to serve for a 
term of three years. In the year of 
1969 and every three years thereafter, 
one director shall be elected by ballot 
in each of districts 4, 6, and 9, each to 
serve for a term of three years. In the 
year of 1970 and every three years 
thereafter, one director shall be 
elected by ballot in each of districts 2, 
5, and 8, each to serve for a term of 
three years. 

APRIL, 1977 

Cost Cutting 
Your cooperative is dedicated to 

providing electric service at the lowest 
possible cost. Recent increases in the 
cost of power purchased by the coop¬ 
erative and the increases in fuel cost, 
which is added to the rate, have been 
reflected in additional cost of 
electricity to members. 

Since the utility from which the 
cooperative purchases power must 
provide expensive generating capacity 
to handle the largest demand for 
power that is established by all our 
members, they charge a demand rate 
which is $8.41 per kilowatt of demand 
each month. To better understand 
what this costs the cooperative, we 
have picked a few common items that 
use electricity and what the co¬ 
operative pays the power supplier 
should this item be turned on at our 
peak electricity demand period for one 
hour. 

Item Our Cost 

Your 
Approx. 

Cost 

100 Watt bulb 84 cents 0.4 cents 
Clothes dryer 
5000 watt $42.00 20 cents 
Water heater 
4500 watt $37.85 18 cents 

UNLESS YOUR COOPERATIVE 
CAN CONTROL THE PEAK 
DEMAND, IT WILL BE NECESSARY 
TO RAISE RATES. 

The cooperative is investigating the 
possibility of turning off water heaters 
for a short period at that time of day 
when the electrical demand is greatest. 
This would be done by transmitting a 
radio signal from our office to a radio 

receiver mounted adjacent to the 
water heater in the home. The receiver 
operates a switch to turn off the 
power to the heater from five to nine 
minutes. At the present time our peak 
is between 6 p.m. and 7 p.m. 

Due to the size of most water 
heaters, no noticeable reduction in hot 
water will be experienced. 

On the other hand, if 2,000 or more 
members would permit this type of 
control, the savings could be $100,000 
per year or more to the cooperative. 

In the near future you will receive a 
questionnaire as to your willingness to 
participate in such a program. The 
results of this questionnaire will 
dictate the future action of the 
cooperative. 

After Hours 
Telephone 

Service 
It is our sincere aim to give our 

members the best possible service. As a 
reminder, our office is open from 8:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. We have a trouble phone 
number (837-1400) which receives 
calls when the office is closed. The 
purpose of this telephone is to receive 
calls concerning outages or problems 
of an emergency nature which you 
may have with your service. 

We are sorry we cannot answer 
questions about billing problems or for 
those who are requesting new service 
or disconnects. 

These phones are installed in 
dispatcher’s homes and records are not 
available. Questions other than outages 
can be answered during the regular 
working hours at 833-2101. 
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Agriculture leaders 

Governor James Thompson talks with Senator John L. Knuppel, Virginia, left, 
and Senator Thomas C. Hynes, Chicago. Knuppel is chairman of the Senate 
Agriculture, Conservation and Energy Committee and Hynes is President of the 
Senate and Majority Leader. At the far right is Sid Hutchcraft, executive vice 
president of the Illinois Pork Producers Association, who served as master of 
ceremonies. 

Robert W. Vander Pluym, left, manager of Clinton County Electric Cooperative, 
Breese, and Representative Dwight Friedrich, Centra I ia, discuss matters of 
interest to lawmakers and agriculture leaders. 

hear Goiter 
for Centur 

Characterizing the program as one 
which could “potentially 

revolutionize food production as we 
know it,” Governor James Thompson 
told over 3 30 persons attending the 
Illinois Agriculture Legislative Break¬ 
fast in March that he had recom¬ 
mended fiscal year 1978 commitment 
of $3.7-million to a program which 
will cost about $36-million during the 
next two years. 

The Governor said the “Food for 
Century III” project “is to build the 
facilities that are necessary for 
expanded research efforts in the field 
of agriculture —research efforts 
directed toward increasing the overall 
productivity of agriculture.” 

The annual breakfast is sponsored 
by 32 commodity groups, including 
the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives. 

Noting that agricultural programs, 
services and research are closely tied to 
colleges and universities, the Governor 
pointed out that many people still 
think of agriculture in the context of 
the classical dirt farmer of several 
decades ago, buying seed, planting it, 
reaping the crop and hauling it to 
market. 

“Yet we know that the tremendous 
crop yields that result year after year 
are tied directly to research advances,” 
the Governor said, “and we also know 
that farming, therefore, involves a 
continuing education aspect for 
farmers. This education occurs 
directly through the Cooperative 
Extension Service of land-grant 
universities and state agricultural 
experiment stations. 

“Also, there is a need for 
professionals in the agriculture fields, 

such as the specialists involved in 
providing services to farming or 
running agriculture-related industries,” 
he said. 

Funds for a new veterinary 
medicine basic sciences building and 
an agricultural engineering building at 
the University of Illinois at Urbana- 
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The Peak of Excellence 

Wickes Buildings 

'Who dse has built 
So many. ••• 

Who else but Wickes Buildings has 
erected so many beautiful new garages, 

workshops and utility storage 
buildings for so many thousands 

of satisfied customers. Every 
one an attractive, professionally- 

engineered structure, built 
7' to strict quality standards by skilled 

Wickes Buildings crews. Rugged, dependable 
poleframe construction with maintenance-free 

exteriors of color steel or aluminum. Attractively priced 
a choice of extended payment plans for qualified buyers. 

RURAL AMERICA’S LEADING BUILDER OF 
(UTILITY STORAGE BUILDINGS, GARAGES AND WORKSHOPS 

ILLINOIS Box 548, Galesburg (309) 342-3416 
Box 336, Gilman (815) 265-7257 
Box 9, Mendota (815) 539-9325 

Box 1142, Mt. Vernon (618) 756-2347 
Box 117, Taylorville (217) 824-9851 

Call Collect or Mail Coupon Today 

Name 

Address 

Town County 

State Phone 
IR589 

MAY, 1977 

w Wickes Buildings 
A Division of The Wickes Corporation 
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manager’s report 

by Robert E. Pendell, Manager 

watts 
IREN SUPPLEMENTI 

Meter 
Seals 

The seals that the cooperative 
installs on each and every one of its 
electric meters are the same as the 
locks on your doors. Breaking this seal 
is the same as breaking a door lock, an 
illegal entry. 

When cooperative personnel observe 
a meter without a seal or with a 
broken seal, they automatically 
suspect that the seal has been broken 
for the purpose of tampering with the 
meter, as special permission must be 
obtained from the cooperative before 
a meter seal is broken. 

A properly seated meter 

Your cooperative is a nonprofit 
organization owned and controlled by 
its members. One member taking 
electricity or sending in meter readings 
for less kilowatt-hours used increases 
the cost of electricity to all. Your 
cooperative purchases its electricity 
from a power supplier and passes it on 
to its members. The membership pays 
the real cost of providing electricity. 

We believe that most of our 
members are honest, and we need the 
help of this majority to police the 
small number of members who are not 
so honest. Any member who knows or 
learns of someone taking electricity 
fraudulently or tampering with one of 
the cooperative meters should contact 
the cooperative immediately so that 
proper authorities can take action. 

12 

Under Illinois statutes, a person 
who knowingly tampers with an 
electric meter in order to steal 
electricity is subject to criminal 
prosecution. 

"To the Meter" 
It is the responsibility of the 

cooperative to provide service for our 
members to the meter. When problems 
develop beyond the meter—this is 
referred to as service wires—on the 
member’s premises, it is the 
responsibility of the member to have 
these repairs made. 

Only in emergency cases does the 
cooperative do these repairs for the 
member and there would be a charge 
for the work. 

Preferably, the member should call 
an electrician to make repairs on 
installations beyond the meter. 

Spraying 
It is the time of year when your 

cooperative will be spraying to rid the 
right of way of brush and weeks. As in 
the past, if a member does not wish to 
have his area sprayed, he should 
inform the cooperative and the 
location will be marked on the map 
and will not be sprayed. In locations 
where gardens and shrubs are near the 
ROW and you do not wish it sprayed, 
PLEASE, inform the cooperative and 
we will avoid that area. 

Patronage 
Refund 

Your cooperative has arrived at the 
percentage allocation or patronage 
refund for the year of 1976 for all 
members served by the cooperative 
during this period. We are now in the 
process of assigning these credits to 
the individual members, which will be 
available on a computer print out. 

There will not be any actual cash 
patronage refund for 1976 as the 
cooperative bylaws provide that no 
cash patronage refund be made as long 
as the reserves are less than 15 percent 
of plant. They are just assignable to 
the member’s account. 

The percentage of patronage refund 
assignable to each member, in relation 
to the dollars paid for the kilowatt- 
hours used during the year of 1976, is 
.1252 percent. 

If you wish to know the amount of 
your assignable patronage refund for 
the year of 1976, or any one year 
previous, please notify the cooperative 
and we will supply you with these 
figures. We would need your member¬ 
ship name, account number, and 
location number. 

BEWARE OF OVERHEAD LINES 

^ .O'- 
1* ✓ 

House Moving 
Tree Spraying 
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Outages 
Many of our members have 

experienced outages this spring caused 
by broken poles or other storm related 
causes. Some of these outages were 
not caused by storms, as it was 
necessary to do maintenance or make 
repairs. Safety is an important factor 
in our work, and we know our 
member would rather be out of 
electricity for a brief time in order to 
allow the completion of work in a safe 
manner. 

We want to thank all of our 
members for their consideration and 
cooperation during these emergency 
outages. We are most appreciative of 
members who spot problems on our 
lines and report them. Many times this 
prevents an outage. We strive to 
prevent as many outages as possible, 
because when electricity is not flowing 
through the meters, we are losing 
revenue and, most important, it is an 
inconvenience to our members. 

Energy 
Conservation 
Now 
Willie Wiredhand introduces to you the 
new energy management symbol de¬ 
veloped by the Energy Resources 
Council to focus our attention on the 
immediate need for conservation of our 
energy resources. You’ll be seeing more 
of the symbol in the months ahead. 

McDonough Power Cooperative 
MACOMB, ILLINOIS 61455 

All Co-op Electric Outages 837-1400 

WARNING! 
Notice to AH Potential 
Buyers of Crop Dryers 

No crop dryers will be energized by McDonough Power Cooperative if 
arrangements for heavier service have not been made with the cooperative 
previous to July 1, 1977. 

Due to the work load and the fact that delivery is quite lengthy on many 
materials, if plans have not been made early for heavier service, it would not be 
available. 

Postal Saving on 
Monthly Electric Bills 

The U.S. Postal Service now has a 
new “PRESORTED” mail classi¬ 
fication plan in effect which is saving 
your cooperative one cent per piece in 
postage on virtually all monthly 
electric bills mailed from our office. 

Perhaps you noticed the work 
“presorted” under the preprinted 
permit indicia on your July electric 
bill. This additional wording was 
required on the bill card in order to 
affect the saving. The new classi¬ 
fication went into effect several 
months ago. 

The “PRESORTED” postage 
discount is available to firms or 
individuals making first-class mailings 
of 500 pieces or more at one time 
under a special post office presort 
permit. 

In using the presort permit, your 
cooperative assumes the responsibility 
of sorting each mailing by ZIP code to 
the “fullest extent possible.” Since we 
are on computer billing, presorting to 
the “fullest extent possible" presents 
no problems. The bills can auto¬ 
matically be presorted by Zip Code at 
Central Area Data Processing Center, 
St. Louis, Missouri, before they are 

shipped to us for mailing from the 
local post office. 

Saving/ 
Sugga/Mon/ 

Your eyes won't roast the 
beef! Use a timer to tell you 
when foods are cooked. Turn 
off the oven 15 minutes be¬ 
fore cooking time is up - the 
residual heat will finish the 
job. You don't need to pre¬ 
heat for broiling or roasting. 
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P. O. BOX 481 ROANOKE, ILL. 61561—PHONE (309) 923-2611 
P. O. BOX 116 FLORA, IND. 46929—PHONE (219) 967-41751 

'AGAIN IN 77.. 
Still giving you the most home for 
your money with 

THE EISENHOWER" 

P.M. 
PRICE: We're still giving you the most home 
for your money. Ask our thousands of satis¬ 
fied buyers. You always get the lowest pos¬ 
sible prices from President! 
MATERIALS: President Homes are con¬ 
structed of top quality, nationally known 
materials. You're going to live in your home 
a long time; you need a builder that will 
never compromise on quality — President! 

FINANCING: These days, low prices aren't 
enough — we offer immediate, low-cost 
financing for a home you can own free and 
clear in 1 0 years! 
SERVICE: Your home will be built by experi¬ 
enced craftsmen —home construction special¬ 
ists whoquicklyturnyourplansoroneof ours 
into a quality home you'll be proud to own! 
P.M.F.S. - PRESIDENT HOMES MAKES 

THE DIFFERENCE! 

Learn how you can save 
SI.OOO's on your new home. 
Send for full color catalog 

NAME 

ADDRESS 
PRESIDENT HOMES. 
4808 N. LILAC DR . 
MINNEAPOLIS. MINN. 
55429 (612) 537-3622 

TOWN STATE 

ZIP PHONE 
□ l own a lot □ lean get a lot We would like to be n our new home by IL-30 

Write for your local Illinois President Homes Representative. 

PRESIDENT HOMES 
ICUSTOM BUILT PRE-CUT HOMES ... OUR ONLY BUSINESS! 

Home 
weatherization 
loans 

(continued from page 5) 

Shuman, a member of Coles-Moultrie 
Electric Cooperative, Mattoon, told 
Illinois cooperative leaders, “We in the 
FmHA are very enthusiastic about this 
new loan program. We have had a 
weatherization loan program, but to 
be frank, we have not been effective.” 
He said FmHA expects the new 
system, working through the electric 
cooperatives, to effectively reach rural 
residents who need help to finance 
weatherization of their homes. 

’’This will cost the cooperative time 
and money,” Shuman said, “but it will 
make for a better living standard in 
rural America.” He urged cooperative 
personnel to contact his office or any 
one of the 42 county FmHA offices in 
Illinois if additional information is 
needed by local boards of directors 
who must decide on program partici¬ 
pation. 

Jim Tucker, FmHA housing chief in 
Illinois, cautioned that not all coop¬ 
erative members would be eligible to 
participate in the loan program even if 
they meet FmHA ownership and 
income standards. Under federal law, 
FmHA loan funds cannot be used for 
improvements on property located 
within metropolitan areas or in certain 
other densely populated areas. Tucker 
said each participating cooperative 
would be given a map outlining areas 
outside the FmHA loan-making 
authority. 

In order to qualify for a home 
weatherization loan of up to a 
maximum of $1,500, a borrower must 
be a member of a participating electric 
cooperative and must certify that he 
owns the property to be improved and 
that he has an adjusted family income 
of no more than $15,600. The coop¬ 
erative will process the one-page loan 
application, assist its members in 
contracting for the weatherization 
work to be performed and obtain the 
loan funds from the FmHA for dis¬ 
bursement to the member. The 
member will repay the loan plus 
interest over a period of up to five 
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FOUR for the Moneg and 
Ready to Go.. 

The new Value-Master line from Wickes 
Buildings. A big breakthrough in engineered 
poleframe construction. A price break¬ 
through, too. Four popular size farm 
buildings—genuine Wickes Buildings qual¬ 
ity throughout—now available at basic, new 
low prices. Each one pre-engineered for fast, 
efficient construction at the job site by skilled 
Wickes crews. No waste time, no waste mate¬ 
rials. Just solid value, from the ground up. 
Don’t settle for less. Don’t pay more. 

Wickes Buildings 
A Division of The Wickes Corporation 

4 popular size buildings, 
Pre-engineered to go up fast. 

Specially priced to move! 

I Call collect or mail coupon today 

' Name  

Address 

I Town. 

County. 

Zip_ 

. State 

Phone 
IR682 

Galesburg, Illinois, Box 548 • (309) 342-3416 

Gilman, Illinois, Box 336 • (815) 265-7257 

Mendota, Illinois, Box 9 • (815) 539-9325 

Mt. Vernon, Illinois, Box 1142 • (618) 756-2347 

Taylorville, Illinois, Box 117 • (217) 824-9851 

JUNE 1977 15 



manager's 

by Robert E. Pendell, Manager 

report watts n 
IREN SUPPLEMENT 

Installing a CB Radio Antenna 
Can Be Hazardous to Your Health 

Not all CB (citizen band) radios are 
going into trucks and cars these days. 
Many are being installed and operated 
in homes across the country. And as a 
result a serious problem has surfaced. 

A nationwide insurance company 
recently found that careless 
installation of base station CB radio 
antennas is causing shocks, severe 
electrical burns and in some cases 
death. 

This insurance company alone has 
received reports over the last 16 
months of 26 accidents in which do- 
it-yourself installers have let metal CB 
radio or television antennas touch 
uninsulated 7,200-volt power lines 
above or next to their properties. 

Fifteen of 31 people involved in the 
19 most serious accidents were elec¬ 
trocuted and most of the 16 survivors 

16 

suffered severe burns. More recently, 
in a one-week period, five persons 
were killed while installing CB 
antennas in North and South Carolina. 

During the early part of the 16- 
month period, most accidents resulted 
from the installation of television 
antennas. But with the growing 
number of CB radio installations in the 
home, the most recent mishaps (11 of 
the last 13) involved CB antennas. 

Home installation of base station 
CB radios requires an antenna, usually 
mounted atop a metai mast standing 
upright on the ground and rising 50 
feet or more in height. It’s easiest for 
installers to “walk” their antenna/mast 
into an upright position, supporting it 
from above with guy wires or the eave 
of a house. 

Unfortunately, the antenna/mast is 

so long that unwary installers often 
walk them into contact with overhead 
power lines. Most people only get one 
chance at this type of mistake. The 
tragic lesson is not easily forgotten by 
the survivors. All but one of the 15 
fatilities reported to the insurance 
company involved people standing on 
the ground, holding antenna/masts, 
when electrocuted. 

A case in a small Florida town last 
June is typical. A 28-year-old woman 
and her brother, age 21, were putting 
up a CB antenna alongside her home. 
The antenna was over 17 feet long and 
was connected to a 20-foot mast. The 
antenna/mast combination was being 
walked up into an upright position by 
the brother, with the sister holding the 
base to the ground, when its tip 
touched a power line. Both installers 
were killed instantly. 
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The lethal situation has been found 
to be most prevalent with the light¬ 
weight, vertical, omni-directional CB 
antennas that measure 17 to 18 feet 
before being mounted atop long, metal 
masts. 

Some antenna manufacturers 
provide general instructions with their 
products that call for installation to be 
made in clear areas away from wires, 
other antennas, etc., in order to 
maintain proper efficiency of CB 
antennas. Few antenna manufacturers 
enclose specific warnings to avoid 
overhead power lines or give a 
description of the potential hazards. 
Printed warnings are a step in the right 
direction toward preventing some 
tragedies, but what about the manu¬ 
facturer who refuses to accept moral 
and legal obligation to warn consumers 
of the hazards of installing such 
antennas? 

Because most electrocutions result 
from carelessness or ignorance of 
existing danger, awareness is a strong 
preventative. CB radio enthusiasts are 
advised to be aware that primary 
power lines are not insulated and that 
contact with those lines by 
home-installed antennas may be fatal. 

All antennas, regardless of type, 
should be kept far away from power 
lines. If there is any doubt about the 
safety of making an antenna 
installation, professional help should 
be called in to do the job. If existing 
antennas need to be moved and there 
is danger of contact with nearby 
power lines, your electric cooperative 
should be notified before antenna 
removal is attempted. No amount of 
time or money saved is worth the risk 
of losing a human life. 

Did You 
Read Your 

Meter? 
Your cooperative receives questions 

concerning the $15.00 fee assessed 
when it is necessary to read members’ 
meters. This fee only partially covers 
the expense involved when making the 
trip to read a meter which the member 
could have read and submitted the 
reading to the cooperative. 

If each member could read their 
meter and pay the bill by the 25th of 
each month, there would be no need 
for this meter reading fee. 

The policy of the cooperative states 
that when it is necessary for the 
cooperative to estimate a bill two 
months consecutively and a meter 
reading is not received by the 25th of 
the third month, a cooperative 
employee is sent to read the meter. 
For this trip, the $15.00 meter reading 
fee is assessed and becomes a portion 
of the bill. 

When payment is not received by 
the 25th of each month, a delinquent 
notice is mailed to the member giving 
them a specified date the gross pay¬ 
ment must be in the office. If it is not 
in by that date, a cooperative 
employee is sent to the member’s 
location for purpose of collection or 
disconnect. This trip also necessitates a 
collection fee of $15.00 and becomes 
a portion of the member’s bill. 

PLEASE REMEMBER: if you have 
your meter reading and payment in to 
the cooperative by the designated 
dates, you will save yourself these 
additional charges. 

Membership Refunds 

The cooperative has had questions 
as to why we refund memberships to 
persons no longer using the member¬ 
ship on a certain location. Some have 
stated they wish the cooperative to 
hold the membership for possible 
future use. 

This question is simply answered by 
a by-law provision, stating; “The 
membership of a member who for a 
period of six months after service is 
available to him, has not purchased 
electric energy from the Cooperative, 
or a member who has ceased to 
purchase evergy from the Cooperative, 
shall thereupon terminate and the 
membership certificates of such 
members shall be surrendered forth¬ 
with to the Cooperative. Termination 
of membership in any manner shall 
not release a member or his estate 
from debts due to the Cooperative.” 

In short, your cooperative, 
according to the by-laws, cannot hold 
an inactive membership over six 
months. Therefore, we must refund 
the membership. 

Annual Meeting 
The cooperative’s annual meeting 

for 1977 will be held on August 30 at 
the 4-H Center on Highway 136 west 
of Macomb. 

There will be three directors whose 
terms are expiring, being District 1, 
now represented by Clair Butcher; 
District 3, now represented by 
Raymond Irish, and District 7, repre¬ 
sented by Harlan Monroe. 

Be sure to watch for more details of 
the annual meeting events in the 
August 1977 Illinois Rural Electric 
News. Each member will also receive a 
notice of this annual meeting. 
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sola 

Among the several facets of 
. President Carter’s energy program 

is his emphasis on conservation as a 
means of meeting the nation’s energy 
demands. The President has included 
increased use of solar energy as an 
integral part of this conservation 
effort. 

There is a provision in his program 
for tax credits to homeowners who 
install solar equipment, an incentive 
which should lead to increased 
demand for solar energy systems. 

But, the increase in the demand for 
solar energy may also bring the 
charlatan and the fly-by-night installer. 
While most of the installers are honest 
and competent, many still do not 
know exactly what may be needed for 
your particular situation. The field is 
new and there are no really firm 
standards as yet. 

However, there are some things you 
can do to protect yourself if you do 
decide to go solar shopping. 

First, check with your electric coop¬ 
erative or your state homebuilders 
association to assist in locating a 
reputable, knowledgable contractor, 
and get in touch with your county 
extension office, which also may be a 
source of useful data. 

Then, know what you can expect 
from your solar apparatus. One Illinois 
resident installed 60 square feet of flat 
plate collectors in his yard and was 
disappointed that the unit would not 
heat his entire house. Actually, such a 
solar array could be reasonably 
expected to heat a 180-to 240-square- 
foot area, provided the space was well 
insulated and the collectors are fairly 
efficient. 

Flat plate collectors—the most 
common, least expensive kind—collect 
low-yield heat. To make them work 

for you, you will need a large volume, 
and to get a large volume, you will 
need a large collection area. 

If you expect to heat your entire 
home on sunny winter days, you will 
need a collector array about one- 
fourth to one-third as large as the floor 
area of your house. In other words, to 
heat a 1,500-square-foot home, you 
will need 375 to 500 square feet of 
collector panels. If a contractor tries 
to sell you a small array, ask him how 
big a percentage of your heating needs 
it can fill. 

Solar’s low-yield heat brings on 
another problem: insulation. 
Electrically heated homes need a lot of 
insulation, but solar-heated homes 
need more yet. Before a builder can 
tell you how much collector area you 
need for an existing home, he will 
need to know how much insulation 
you have in your home. Chances are it 
will not be enough. Solar-heated 
homes need to be heavily insulated 
and tightly-sealed. Some authorities 
are recommending 18 inches of 
insulation in the attic of a solar-heated 
home, with proportionate amounts in 
the walls and floor. 

The gist of all this is that if a 
contractor tells you what to expect 
from a solar furnace without doing a 
thorough heat loss study of your 
home, be wary. He will need a lot of 
data before he can make any 
predictions. 

If he tells you he can heat your 
home with a tiny flat plate collector, 

take his promise with a grain of salt. It 
cannot be done. 

A small collector can, however, do 
part of the job. Still, you will need to 
know exactly what you want, and 
realize that a system that will provide 
all your winter heat would cost a lot 
of money, both for collectors, and for 
storage, which is necessary for sunless 
days. A solar collection system which 
is usable only for space heating, will 
probably cost you in the 
neighborhood of $20 per square foot 
of collector area, including 
installation, controls, and a storage 
system. Prices are expected to come 
down gradually in the future. 

Most systems are built around a 
water or air heat transfer system. For 
an air system, hot air is blown over 
gravel, which absorbs the heat from 
the collector panels and stores it for 
later use. For a couple of days of 
heating, in the event the sun refuses to 
shine, you will need about one cubic 
foot of rock for each two square feet 
of collector area. A water storage unit 
needs a smaller amount of storage than 
a gravel bed. A cubic foot of water will 
usually do the same job as two and a 
half cubic feet of gravel. Storage tanks 
must be very heavily insulated to be 
really useful. Check with your 
contractor to determine how much 
insulation he installs around the 
storage medium. A poor job here may 
indicate a lack of good engineering. 

Still, how well your storage medium 
holds usable heat will depend on many 
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introducing our new VALU-MASTER line 

H 

Mi 

54x60 
(off peak) 

FOUR for the Motley and 
Ready to Go... 

The new Value-Master line from Wickes Build¬ 
ing's. A big breakthrough in engineered poleframe 
construction. A price breakthrough, too. Four popular 
size farm buildings—genuine Wickes Buildings qual¬ 
ity throughout—now available at basic, new low 
prices. Each one pre-engineered for fast, efficient con¬ 
struction at the job site by skilled Wickes crews. No 
waste time, no waste materials. Just solid value, from 
the ground up. Don’t settle for less. Don’t pay more. 

W Wickes Buildings 
A Division of The Wickes Corporation 

4 popular size buildings, 
Pre* engineered to go up fast. 
SpedaMy priced to move! 

Illinois Galesburg, Box 548 (309) 342-3416 

Mendota, Box 9 (815) 539-9325 

Gilman, Box 336 (815) 265-7257 

Mt. Vernon, Box 1142 (618) 756-2347 

Taylorville, Box 117 (217) 824-9851 

Call collect or mail coupon today 

Name  

Address. 

Town _ 

County. 

Zip  

.State. 

.Phone. 
IR782 



manager's report 

by Robert E. Pendell, Manager 

Weatherization 
Loans Available 

In the interest of assisting in the 
national effort toward energy conser¬ 
vation, McDonough Power Coop¬ 
erative is entered into an agreement 
with Farmers Home Administration 
providing for low-interest loans to 
homeowners who need additional 
insulation, storm windows, weather 
stripping and the like to reduce energy 
requirements for heating and cooling. 

McDonough Power Cooperative has 
agreed to process loan applications for 
its homeowner members who are 
interested (and qualify) and to service 
loans through its established billing 
cycle. 

In order to qualify for these low- 
interest weatherizing loans the 
following criteria must be met: 
1. Be an active member of 

McDonough Power Cooperative and 
a user of its service. 

2. Meet insulation standards estab¬ 
lished by McDonough Power 
Cooperative. 

3. Have an ownership interest in the 
housing to be weatherized and 
which is occupied by the applicant 
or is located on the applicant’s farm 
and is occupied by his tenant, 
sharecropper, farm manager or farm 
laborer. The dwelling, after 
improvements are completed, must 
be adquate for family needs and be 
decent, safe and sanitary. 

4. Have an income of not more than 
the moderate-income limit for 
Illinois, as defined by FmHA, 
which is presently $15,600 per 
year. 

5. Be unable to pay for the needed 

improvements without a loan and 
unable to obtain a loan from 
another source on terms they could 
reasonably expect to meet. 
These FmHA loans will not exceed 

$1,500 and will be evidenced by a 
promissory note on FmHA Form 
444-20 “Application and Promissory 
Note for Rural Housing Weatheri¬ 
zation.” The term of the loan will not 
exceed five years; a shorter repayment 
period is recommended for smaller 
loans. 

The interest rate will be the current 
rate in effect for FmHA Section 502 
RH loans (presently eight percent). 
The loan funds may be used to buy 
and install weather proofing items 
such as insulation, caulking material, 
and storm windows and doors. 

McDonough Power Cooperative’s 
board of directors decided to coop¬ 
erate in this program by furnishing the 
expertise of its staff, and its estab¬ 
lished billing procedures, in order to 
help promote energy conservation 
which is very much needed on a 
national basis. Added insulation, storm 
windows and doors, weather stripping 
and proper caulking of dwellings are 
major factors in the over-all energy 
conservation program. 

If you have an ownership interest in 
a dwelling that you are an active 
member of McDonough Power 
Cooperative and your adjusted gross 
annual income is less than $15,600, 
and you desire a FmHA loan to 
improve the insulation of that home, 
contact your cooperative office for 
details. 

watts 
IREN SUPPLEMENT! 

Efficient Energy 

Management 

The air conditioning season is here 
again and, with it, increased concern 
over efficient energy management 
during the summer months. 

For those who are considering a 
new unit or updating the present 
system, one point is important to 
conservation cooling design: don’t 
oversize the equipment. Oversizing is 
no longer a plausable alternative to not 
being sure what size unit you require. 
The oversized unit will cycle on and 
off too often and not adequately 
control humidity. A slightly under¬ 
sized unit will operate at a steadier 
continuous rate and afford humidity 
control. 

Considerable importance is placed 
on the efficiency of cooling units to 
operate economically. The co-efficient 
of cooling work done to power 
required is known as Energy 
Efficiency Ratio (EER). The data 
required to easily figure this factor is 
found on the manufacturers name 
plate. Window units will generally have 
the name plate somewhere behind the 
grill work, while outdoor central units 
will have a nameplate easily seen on 
the unit case. 

Only two factors are needed to 
figure the EER of any system, the 
BTU and the cooling watts stated. 
Divide the BTU by watts to obtain the 
EER. Note the EER does not reflect 
the cooling power, BTU does that. 
Instead, EER is a comparison of how 
well the unit in question uses energy 
to get the specific work done. 

A generally accepted EER of good 
co-efficient would be about 10. Any 
figure below 6.5 may bear some 
further study as it is really 35 percent 
less efficient than 10. 
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Are we up to it? 

the y crisis 
. . . can a democracy cope? 

Remember this test when 
evaluating a cooling unit and you will 
be doing your part in the drive for 
efficient energy management the year 
around. 

Meter Serial Numbers 
On the billing card that you would 

have received about the 5th of June, 
there were a few changes made on the 
card. Appearing just above your name 
on the bill is a number which is the 
meter serial number that would be 
related to that particular location. 

It is very important that you match 
the meter serial number with the 
meter reading that you insert on this 
particular bill. This will also give you a 
record of comparison between last 
months reading and the current 
reading for your kilowatt-hour (kwh) 
consumption on this particular meter. 

This is an added feature which, if 
utilized by the cooperative members, 
can and will eliminate getting meter 
readings switched on different location 
if you have more than one meter to 
read. 

The kwh usage check can help 
eliminate a misreading or recording of 
an incorrect meter reading. 

_ Check the difference between previous 
reading and the reading you just recorded, 
to give you a comparison of usage. 

This is the meter serial number on the front 
of your meter. 

Addraa Corraction Raquntad 
Return Poftaga Guaranteed ^ 

F.r.t Claw Mail 
U S Po*tafl* Paid 
Port Card Rata 

1 lllnoi^s'lkss 

JOHN DOE 
ANYWHERE, USA. 

RETURN THIS PbRtiON~5TH OF MONTH 

The meter reading that goes with the meter 
serial numbeV goes here. 

In our democracy, it seems that we 
are much more inclined to react to 
situations than to plan for the future. 
We have 5 35 members of Congress, 
435 of whom are running for office 
most of the time. So they are under 
tremendous pressure to deal with 
today’s problems and to let tomorrow 
take care of itself. This is the basic 
reason we got into the energy mess in 
the first place. 

No one is this country, no depart¬ 
ment or agency of government, or 
committee of Congress, was doing any 
coordinated long-range planning in the 
energy area. No one was evaluating our 
growth in energy demand against our 
future energy supply. Now, the 
Administration and Congress are faced 
with the absolute necessity of imple¬ 
menting a long-range plan to deal with 
a severe energy crisis that will be with 
us for at least a quarter of a century, 
no matter what we do. 

But we’re not equipped to do it. 
There is no overriding public commit¬ 
ment to do it. There is no general 
consensus as to what we should do. We 
are used to waiting until a problem 
gets bad enough for all to see, and 
then we institute a crash program with 
overwhelming dollars, manpower and 
other resources to solve the problem in 
a relatively short time. 

This has generally worked 
remarkably well, but not so in this 
energy crisis. This is no man-on-the- 
moon project. There are no short-term 

or easy solutions. There are no villains 
or scapegoats that we can banish and 
make it go away. There are no miracles 
we can produce that will cure it. We 
haven’t accepted this yet. We don’t 
believe it. 

We are like the old Texas rancher 
who are attending his first revival. The 
evangelist said, during his sermon, “All 
you sinners who don’t repent are going 
to burn in hell forever and forever.” 
The old rancher punched the fellow 
next to him and said, “I can tell that 
young fellow right now that folks 
down here in South Texas ain’t never 
gonna vote for anything like that.” 

Annua! 
Meeting 

The annual meeting of the 
cooperative will be held at the 4-H 
Center on Tuesday, August 30, 1977. 
Three directors to be elected. Districts 
where directors terms are expiring are, 
District 1, now represented by Clair 
Butcher; District 3, now represented 
by Harlan Monroe. 

Guest Speaker—Entertainment- 
Prizes—Watch for August issue of 
Illinois Rural Electric News for 
complete details of your cooperative’s 
40th annual meeting. 
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Newman 
named 
Soyland mana 

Stark Bro's Nurseries and Orchards Co.. 
Box A10377. Louisiana. Mo. 63353 

Choose from the world’s finest selection 
of fruit trees. Grow your own fresh 
apples, peaches, pears, cherries, and 
nectarines for favorite desserts, 
canning, or eating right off the trees. 
Also.have full-size, full-of-flavor fruit 
on trees that reach only 8- to 10-feet 
tall with Stark Bros amazing dwarf- 
size trees. 

Every variety tested and proven. 
Choose from fruit trees, shade and nut 
trees, bulbs, shrubs, berries, 
award-winning roses, and ornamentals. 

Fold here. Glue or tape all sides and mail today. No stamp needed. 

No stamp needed. 
Send for free catalog today. 

® Free catalog gives full information you 
need to select the varieties you want. 
Also, free growing guide with every 
order helps you get professional results, 
even if you've never grown anything 

Stark Trees Bear Fruit Since 1816. before. 

(Please Print) A10377 
Mr. 
Mrs. 
Miss , 

Citv Zip. 

Fold here. Ghie or tape all sides and mail today. No stamp needed. 

FIRST CLASS 
Permit No. 1 

Sec. 34.9 P.L. & R. 
Louisiana, Mo. 

BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 
No Postage Stamp Necessary 
If Mailed In The United States 

Postage Will Be Paid By 

Stark Bro’s Nurseries 
Box A10377 

Louisiana, Missouri 63353 

Royal B. Newman, former exec¬ 
utive director of the Florida 

Keys Aqueduct Authority, Key West, 
Florida, is the new general manager of 
Soyland Power Cooperative, Inc. 
Announcement of the appointment 
was made by Soyland President Walter 
R. Smith of Champaign, manager of 
Illini Electric Cooperative. 

The cooperative, which will be 
headquartered at Decatur, was reor¬ 
ganized in 1974 to provide the bulk 
power requirements for 15 central and 
south central Illinois electric distri¬ 
bution cooperatives. The power coop¬ 
erative has entered into an agreement 
with Illinois Power Company to 
purchase and acquire 10.5 percent 
ownership of IP’s Nuclear Clinton 
Power Station, now under con¬ 
struction near Clinton, Illinois. 
Soyland’s cost is estimated at $190- 
million. 

As general manager of Soyland, 
Newman will be responsible for the 
cooperative’s overall operations, nego¬ 
tiations and for assisting the 15 
member-systems in securing, through 
purchase or self-generation, an 
adequate supply of power to meet the 
needs of the nearly 100,000 member- 
consumers served by the cooperatives. 
Consumers of the 15 member- 
cooperatives are currently using 1.5 
billion kilowatt-hours (kwh) annually. 
Power costs for the 15 cooperatives 
last year exceeded $16.8-million. 

An electrical engineer with degrees 
from Auburn Community College and 
Syracuse University, Newman’s 
professional experience includes 
serving as executive director/chief 
engineer for the Virgin Islands Water 
and Power Authority from 1971 to 
1975 and five years as utility director/ 
project manager for the City of Lodi, 
California. 

In addition to his 20 years 
experience in power and water 
administration, operation, engineering, 
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j m ON ENERGY 

Geothermal Energy 
This is another in a series of 

questions and answers about specific 
energy problems and opportunities. 
They were prepared by the Electric 
Power Research Institute in 
cooperation with the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association. 

Q: What is geothermal energy? 
A: It’s the natural steam, hot water 

and very hot rock inside the earth 
that is shallow enough to be tapped 
for generating electricity and other 
uses, such as heating buildings. 

Q: How much geothermal energy do 
we have in the United States? 

A: The U.S. Geological Survey 
estimates there is enough geo¬ 
thermal energy at practical depths 
beneath the earth’s surface to 
generate electricity at present rates 
of use for the next hundred years. 
But we won’t get even a fraction of 
that potential unless we solve some 
very tricky economic and tech¬ 
nological problems. 

Q: How much electric power are we 
generating from geothermal sources 
today? 

A: About one-tenth of one percent of 
U.S. capacity is from geothermal 
sources, all of which comes from a 
stream field at the Geysers in 
northern California. 

Q: Why haven’t we exploited more of 
the potential? 

A: The Geysers is the only place in 
America where we’ve found dry 
steam that can be commercially 
developed. Geothermal steam is 

very economical because it is just 
piped from the ground into 
turbines. Geothermal hot water 
systems are more complex and 
maintenance is costly because the 
water is so full of dissolved 
minerals. 

Q: How important are the various 
forms of geothermal energy? 

A: Natural stream, which is so easy to 
use, represents less than one per¬ 
cent of the potential. Hot water 
accounts for another 10 percent. 
Geopressured water, which 
contains dissolved methane gas as 
well as hot water, represents 20 
percent. Hot rock represents about 
70 percent of total geothermal 
potential. 

Q: Why aren’t we getting more energy 
from hot water, geopressure and 
hot rock? 

A: We’re not sure of the economics of 
extracting energy from hot water 
and geopressure systems, and new 
technology is required for hot rock 
systems. The future of these geo¬ 
thermal sources will depend on 
how successful we are in bringing 
the cost of producing electricity 
from them down to compete with 
other fuels. We also are looking at 
them as direct sources of heat. 

Q: How much research is being 
conducted? 

A: The U.S. Energy Research and 
Development Administration 
(ERDA) is spending about 
$400-million over the next five or 
six years. The electric utilities 
together are planning to invest 

some $2-billion in commercial geo¬ 
thermal development over the next 
decade if the basic technical 
problems are resolved and the 
economics are competitive. For 
example, rural electric cooperatives 
for several years have been involved 
in the Raft River experimental geo¬ 
thermal project in Idaho, partially 
funded by ERDA. 

Q: Are there any other problems 
besides economics and basic tech¬ 
nology? 

A: Yes, there is a pollution problem 
with contaminants in some steam 
and hot water systems, but that can 
be handled. 

Q: Is geothermal energy found all over 
the nation? 

A: If you go deep enough, there’s hot 
rock all over the world. But within 
reach of present drilling methods 
and within the bounds of anti¬ 
cipated economics, usable geo¬ 
thermal areas are concentrated in 
the western states, Alaska, Hawaii 
and along the Gulf Coast. 

Q: Given all the problems that still 
must be solved, how much of our 
electric power is likely to come 
from geothermal sources in the 
year 2000? 

A: It could be as high as five percent 
or less than one percent. The actual 
amount will depend on how rapidly 
existing hot water fields can be 
developed and how successful we 
are in developing new technology 
that makes geothermal energy 
forms economically competitive 
with other fuels. 
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manager’s report 

WBP ^ ,41M by Robert E. Pendell, Manager 

ANNUAL MEMBERS’ 
MEETING 

McDonough Power Cooperative 
Tuesday 

August 30,1977 

4-H Center, West of Macomb 
on Route 136 

Early Bird Awards 
Free Energy Bills 

Attendance Prizes 
Guest Speaker 
Entertainment 

Business Session 

Fortieth Annual Meeting 
The fortieth Annual Meeting of 

McDonough Power Cooperative will be 
held on Tuesday, August 30. Plan on 
attending this annual business session 
of your electric cooperative. The meet¬ 
ing will be held at the 4-H Center, 
which is located west of Macomb on 
Route 136. 

The directors of your cooperative 
have planned an informative program. 
A highlight of the meeting will be the 
entertainment presented by the Lester 
Family, beginning at 6:30 p.m. The 
featured speaker will be Stanley E. 

Greathouse, President of the Board of 
Directors of the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives. 

Free energy bills will be given 
away—a name a minute will be drawn 
during the annual meeting. You must 
be present and registered to win. 

The districts where director terms 
are expiring are: 

District 1, Clair Butcher of Route 3 
Macomb; District 3, Raymond Irish of 
Colchester, and District 7, Harlan 
Monroe of Roseville. 

watts n 
IREN SUPPLEMENT 

Change in Rate Schedules 
Rate Schedule “A” and “B” has a 

condition-of-service clause that reads, 
in part: “Large loads of an intermit¬ 
tent type that can be effectively con¬ 
trolled will be required to install a 
cooperative furnished time clock in 
the control circuit to prevent the load 
from being operated during system 
peaks. This will include resistance 
heating for grain dryers.” 

Due to a refusal to comply with the 
above, it has been necessary to add the 
following to the conditions-of-service 
clause. 

“In those cases where consumers 
request service be provided to such 
loads without a time clock or other 
demand control device, such service 
will be provided at the rate of $3.50 
per KW per month, per year.” 

To let these type of loads to be 
added without controls would un¬ 
doubtedly cost your cooperative high¬ 
er demand charges from our supplier 
of electricity, and rates would have to 
be increased to all. 

Fertilizer from Coal 
TVA is expected to launch a dem¬ 

onstration project for producing am¬ 
monia from coal for ultimate use in 
the nation’s fertilizer industry. Agri¬ 
culture experts are increasingly con¬ 
cerned about the effect of natural gas 
supplies on our ability to produce 
nitrogen fertilizers and thus produce 
food. Gas is the prime raw material for 
producing the ammonia used to make 
nitrogen fertilizer. TVA researchers 
have concluded that coal offers the 
best bet for replacing natural gas in 
ammonia production. The estimated 
cost of the project is $46-million. The 
plant is scheduled to go in operation in 
1980. 

“Capsule Comments” 
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McDonough Power Cooperative 
MACOMB, ILLINOIS 61455 

All Co-op Electric Outages 837-1400 

DIRECTORS 
D. Carroll Walters, President 
Clair Butcher, Vice President 

Lyndall Pigg, Secretary 
Donovan Lawyer, Treasurer 

Raymond Irish 
Harlan Monroe 
Kenneth Moore 

Max Welsh 
Harold Whitman 

William R. Harris, Attorney 

Billing Problems 
In a recent study made by your 

cooperative, we find that approxi¬ 
mately 95 percent of all billing prob¬ 
lems are created by estimated bills. In 
short, if every member read his meter 
and mailed it in by the 25th of each 
month, it would eliminate 95 percent 
of the billing problems. 

If your cooperative does not receive 
a meter reading by the 25th of each 
month, it is necessary to estimate the 
bill, due to the fact that every member 
must be billed each month. 

After the due date of the 25th of 
each month, the computer searches 
the file of each member to see if a 
valid meter reading for the month has 
been submitted. The members that 
have not submitted the meter reading 
by the 25th receive estimated bills, 
based on the three previous months’ 
consumption. Estimated bills seem¬ 
ingly cause much of the confusion of 
the 95 percent billing problems. 

System Improvement 
Construction crews are working 10 

hours a day to complete seven and one 
half miles of conversion of single-phase 
line to three-phase in the Abingdon 
area. 

The work involves replacing all 
poles and wire plus adding equipment 
to our Cameron Substation. 

At present, all poles and anchors 
have been installed and wire is being 
stru ng. 

We would like to express our appre¬ 
ciation to members in the area for 
their understanding during the several 
interruptions necessary to safely get 
the job done. 

If your bill is estimated the second 
month in succession, the computer 
goes back to your last valid meter 
reading and prorates your bill for a 
60-day period. If your bill is estimated 
two months in succession and the 
cooperative does not receive a reading 
by the 25th of the third month, a 
cooperative representative is sent to 
the location to obtain a meter reading 
for which there is a $15 fee assessed to 
help offset the cost of making the trip. 
When the meter reading is obtained 
and keyed into the computer terminal, 
again the computer goes back to your 
last valid reading and prorates the bill 
over a 90-day period. This manner of 
estimating bills not only is more ex¬ 
pensive to the member but it also 
eliminates accurate monthly usage, 
both on the member’s part and on the 
historical records stored by the com¬ 
puter. 

The Role 
of Your 

Director 

In a cooperative, it takes three 
primary components to make the 
operation a success. 

The first and most important is the 
membership. Without the membership, 
it is obvious that there could be no 
cooperative in the first place. 

The second is the employed operat¬ 
ing staff. Without a well-trained and 
well-motivated operating staff, the 
best cooperative would soon bog down 
to the point where its service to the 
member would be completely ineffec¬ 
tual. 

There is a third group of individuals 
essential to the successful operation of 
any cooperative enterprise, the elected 
board of directors. 

The director in a cooperative must 
furnish a dependable link between the 
member and those who are engaged 
and paid to provide the service. The 
membership body cannot establish 
policies, for the cooperative identity 
would soon be lost. 

The director fills this role, serving as 
an extension of the rights and respon¬ 
sibilities of the cooperative members. 
He joins with the other board mem¬ 
bers in regular board meetings, trying 
in good conscience with honesty and 
sincerity to help shape decisions he 
believes to be good for the cooperative 
and for individual members. 

His voice does not always speak for 
100 percent of the members he repre¬ 
sents. He wishes this could be so, but 
unanimous opinions are rare. Since 
this is the case, he digs as well as he 
can for facts and evidence and truth; 
and he takes his stand on this ground. 
A cooperative is a democracy, and this 
is the democratic way. He tries to find 
the best answers always—answers that 
will promote the interests of his fellow 

members. He is aware of a real respon¬ 
sibility to do this, and that he himself 
is a consumer-member with as much to 
gain as any from a good decision and 
as much to lose from a bad one. 

Your director stands in your place 
to speak your piece and to do your 
job. If the services your cooperative 
provides are satisfactory, tell others; if 
not, tell your director. 

AUGUST, 1977 
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e ► ► Energy 
Conservation 
Now 

M the kitchen 

This is another in a series of articles 
designed to help you save money 
through the wise and careful use of 
electricity. 

Most of your utility bills will go for 
comfort conditioning, and that’s 
where you can effect your greatest 
savings. If you’ve weather-stripped 
your home and insulated it, you’ll 
have taken a big step in keeping your 
bills down. 

Water heating is next, and after that 
your savings will come in grudging 
little nibbles, but there are still many 
ways you can save energy around the 
house as you cook, wash clothes and 
do the dishes. 

Of course, food preparation takes 
energy, and you can save by making 
sure your refrigerator and freezer are 
in good condition, especially the door 
gaskets. Close a piece of paper in the 
door and try to pull it out. If it slips 
out easily, your gaskets need replace¬ 
ment. You can save a little, too, by 
opening the doors as few times as 
possible, and a little more by 
defrosting regularly. It is wise to 
vacuum your refrigerator/freezer coils 
occasionally, making sure to unplug 
the appliance before poking around 
with the crevice cleaner. The coils are 
usually attached to the back of a 
refrigerator, or in the bottom section. 

The kitchen range is another place 
where small savings can add up to big 
annual savings. Be sure to cook on 
elements that are about the same size 
as the pan, and certainly no larger. 
Incidentally, glass or ceramic cook¬ 
ware is a little more efficient than 
metal. Use a tight-fitting lid, unless the 

recipe calls for cooking uncovered, and 
shut the unit off a few minutes before 
the food is completely cooked. 
Residual heat will do the rest. 

Ovens take a lot of current. For that 
reason, you’ll be wise to use your oven 
efficiently, and bake an entire oven 
full of food at a time. You can store 
the rest for later use, being sure to 
cool it to room temperature before 
placing it in a freezer or refrigerator. 
Or, if you have a small countertop 
oven, it is more efficient—if you can 
only bake one item anyway—to bake it 
in the smaller unit. 

Probably one of the biggest 
mistakes people make in baking is 
peeking. When you open the oven 
door, as much as a quarter of the heat 
is lost, the thermostat signals for more, 
and the oven’s heating element pulls 
additional current. Cook by time and 

temperature! Be sure to preheat only a 
few minutes, and you can turn the 
oven off a few minutes before the 
cooking time is up. With a large roast, 
you can shut the oven off as much as 
30 minutes before cooking time is up, 
if you can resist the temptation to 
peek. 

These energy conservation measures 
won’t spell the difference between 
wealth and poverty, but they will save 
you a few dollars a year, and they’ll 
help conserve valuable natural 
resources, too. 

To: A.I.E.C. Member Services Department 
P.O. Box 3787 
Springfield, Illinois 62708 

Please mail me copies of the publication 

“Money Saved... Or Up The Chimney’’ 
(For each copy, enclose $2.00 to cover the cost of the book and 
postage and handling.) 

Please Print Name   
Mailing Address —  
City State Zip. 
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Light 

aircraft repair 
is his 

enjoyable work 

(Continued from page 5) 

have anybody who can do recovers on 
the older fabric-covered planes, and I 
love the heck out of that kind of 
work. I kind of got into it as a fun 
hobby,” he says,” adding, “I really 
enjoy doing the very kind of work 
they don’t want to be bothered with.” 

Max is expanding his operation 
slowly, working on the hangar or 
airfield, as his work load permits or 
requires. “At first I kept all the planes 
I was working on in the hangar, but 
there got to be too many, so I put a 
couple of tiedowns outside. When I get 
more airplanes than I have space for, I 
go out and put in another tiedown. 

“I’ve got a set of plans for installing 
runway lights,” he says, “and I hope 
to do that soon, and I’ll have a fuel 
setup in the very near future, too.” 

Max notes that interest in aviation 
seems to be picking up in Brown 
County. “As far as I can tell, there are 
about 15 5 light plane owners in Brown 
County and the adjoining counties,” 
he says, “and that number’s increasing 
every day. There’s an awful lot of 
interest in aviation around here, and I 
think my shop has helped spark it 
because it exposes many local people 
to avaition. Many of them had never 
really become interested before 
because they had never thought about 
it. 

“There are a lot of people who get 
almost a fever when they get around 
airplanes,” he says “and that seems to 
be what’s happening here. There’s even 
talk about a flying club, where people 
will be able to go in together to buy an 
airplane and take flight instruction.” 

It looks as though grass roots 
aviation is taking off in Brown 
County. 

OUR 
man 

The building that has everything 
for the Man who has 
everything! Plenty of floor and wall space for 

workshop or hobby area. 

■ Sliding track door in rear endwall 
permits straight-thru, in-or-out 
access for tall vehicles. 

■ Flexible door 
arrangements—endwalls, 
sidewalls, or both. 

■ High, wide sliding 
doors (IT 3" high) provide 
plenty of clearance for 
motorhomes, travel 
trailers, etc. 

i Track door slides in front of overhead 
door, opens to full 15' width. 

■ Beautiful 
color exteriors, 

steel or aluminum 
—your choice. 

Walk-in service door 
(3' wide x 6' 8” high) 

i Standard-size overhead door for cars, 
boats, pick-up truck, etc. 

the Man in the Red Car! 
Find out how little it costs to have this beautiful, 
professionally engineered building erected on 
your land by our own skilled crews. Take your 
time paying for it too; no installment payments ’til 
January, 1978. 

W Wickes Buildings 
A Division of The Wickes Corporation 

ILLINOIS 
Box 548, Galesburg (309) 342-3416 
Box 9, Mendota (815) 539-9325 
Box 336, Gilman (815) 265-7257 
Box 1142, Mt. Vernon (618) 756-2347 
Box 117, Taylorville (217) 824-9851 

Mail coupon or call collect 

Name  

Address. 

Town  

State  

.County. 

.Phone_ 
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manager's report 

by Robert E. Pend ell. Manager 

watts n 
JREN SUPPLEMENT 

Cost escalatioi 
“Energy costs will continue to 

increase—beyond the cooperative’s 

control,” Robert Pendell, manager of 

McDonough Power Cooperative, told 

more than 500 persons attending the 

40th annual meeting of the 

cooperative August 30 at the 

Center west of Macomb. 

“Inflation, environmental 

tection costs and the cost of fuel 

needed to generate electric energy— 

they all contribute to the higher cost 

of your cooperative’s wholesale power 

and we have no control over them,” he 

said in his report. 

Pendell cited statistics indicating the 

dramatic rise in the cooperative’s cost 

for wholesale power from its power 

suppliers, Central Illinois Public 

Service Company (CIPS) and Illinois 

4-H 

pro- 

(Above) 

Guest speaker for the meeting was Stanley 
E. Greathouse, past president of the 
Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives, 
director - elect of Region V, National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association, and 
a director of Wayne-White Counties Electric 
Cooperative, Fairfield. 

(Near Right) 
Members of McDonough Power Cooperative 
reelected three incumbent directors to their 
nine-man board at the cooperative's 40th 
annual meeting on August 30 at the 4-H 
Center, west of Macomb. Reelected to 
three-year terms on the board were, from 
left, Harlan Monroe, Roseville; Raymond 
Irish, Colchester, and Clair Butcher, 
Macomb. 

(Far Right) 
Several employees and one director of 
McDonough Power Cooperative were 
honored for service to the cooperative. 
President D. Carroll Walters, left, presented 
special gifts to, from left, Robert E. Pendell, 
30 years; Lou Davis, 15; Hazel Baker, 10; 
Jack Grimm, 30, and Director Donovan 
Lawyer, 10. 
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All Co-op Electric Outages 837-1400 

ontiniies, Pendell tells members 
Power Company. 

“The cooperative’s cost per 
kilowatt-hour through May 1977 
increased approximately 13 percent 
over the same period in 1976. Since 
May 1975 the cooperative’s average 
cost per KWH increased 36 percent; 93 
percent since 1974; 140 percent since 
1973, and a staggering 148 percent 
since 1972,” Pendell said. 

According to Pendell, much of the 
wholesale power increase, about 65 
percent from 1975 to 1977, was 
absorbed by the cooperative. Despite 
that, cooperative members 
experienced an average increase of one 
cent per kilowatt-hour or 31 percent 
during the same period. “We expect 
another increase in 1978,” he said. 
“CIPS has given the cooperative notice 

of a rate change, effective January 1, 
1978, and Illinois Power is proposing a 
rate change by August 1978.” 

President D. Carroll Walters of 
Monmouth reported that some of the 
cooperative’s base-cost increases are 
directly related to requirements of the 
Environmental Protection Agency and 
the Occupational Safety and Health 
Act (OSHA). “Strict regulations, 
enforced by these agencies, result in 
higher costs for the electric industry 
and, in turn, have a major impact on 
the cooperative’s wholesale power 
cost,” he said. 

Walters warned that the cost of 
transporting millions of tons of low- 
sulfur western coal to Illinois for use 
in coal-fired power plants would add 
another staggering cost factor to the 

cooperative’s wholesale power 
expenses. 

Pendell reported that the board of 
directors took action to help prevent 
“the (energy) well from going dry” by 
joining with 14 other Illinois electric 
cooperatives to form Soyland Power 
Cooperative, headquartered in 
Decatur. Soyland has contracted with 
Illinois Power Company to purchase a 
share in the Clinton Nuclear Power 
Station, now under construction near 
Clinton. 

“Soyland hopes to save its member- 
cooperatives an estimated 
$ 100-million in wholesale power costs 
over a 10-year period,” Pendell said. 
“This is a long-term step to gain some 
control over our power costs.” Pendell 
and Director Harold Whitman of 
Cameron are members of the Soyland 
board of directors. 

Treasurer Donovan Lawyer of 
Industry reported that the cooperative 
paid $1,316,500 for wholesale power 
last year, up nearly $300,000 over the 
previous year. “Wholesale power costs 
amounted to more than 57 cents of 
every cooperative dollar last year,” 
Lawyer reported. The cooperative paid 
more than $144,000 in taxes during 
1976. 

During the business session of the 
meeting, Clair Butcher of Macomb, 
Raymond Irish of Colchester and 
Harlan Monroe of Roseville were 
reelected to three-year terms on the 
cooperative’s board of directors. Other 

members of the nine-man board 
include Lyndall Pigg of Bushnell, 
Kenneth Moore of Good Hope and 
Max Welsh of Sciota. 
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For a long time, Gary and Diane 
Richards were bothered by the fact 

that they had no particular use for an 
old barn on their 100-acre farm near 
Casey in Clark County. They thought 
of several possible uses for the 
structure, but it was a while before 
they came up with just the right idea. 

“There were several old buildings on 
the place that we had torn down 
instead of fixing, and it really 
bothered me to let it go too, but it was 
a liability, just standing there,” he 
says. 

“For a long time we thought of 
converting it into a house,” the former 
junior high teacher relates, “and it 
would have made a great house, too, 
but that wouldn’t have made us any 
money.” 

Years ago, he says, he had thought 
of turning it into a teen center, “When 
I was young and crazy,” he laughs, but 

is no longer a liability 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS 

Above: Old farm equipment lines the 
walls of the Richards Farm 

Restaurant, and placemats carry a 
pictora! minihistory of barns in 

America. Richards notes that he spent 
countless hours searching for the 

artifacts for the walls, and that old 
siding from four barns went into the 

interior walls of the restaurant. A t 
right: Gary and Diane go over the 

morning's receipts. 



Joint NRECA-CFC 

committee 

(continued frontpage 11) 

award for its work with foreign 
participants during visits to the coop¬ 
erative. Wayne Laning, Mt. Sterling, 
Adams president, accepted the award 
on behalf of the cooperative. 

Searls also was a panelist during a 
general session discussion, “Coping 
with Conservation/’ The Illinois 
NRECA Director, Raymond 
Rusteberg, Valmeyer, presided during 
the panel discussion. Robert Wagner, 
Burnside, District 5 CFC Director, 
presided during the CFC annual 
meeting. Wagner is a director of 
Western Illinois Electrical Coop., 

Carthage. 
Stanley Greathouse, Johnsonville, 

past president of the Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives and 
Illinois NRECA Director-elect, was 
named Region V Executive 
Committeeman. Greathouse is a 
director and vice president of Wayne- 
White Counties Electric Cooperative, 
Fairfield. 

Three Illinois women were active. 
Mrs. Iona Greathouse, Johnsonville, 
was introduced as the Region V Chair¬ 
woman, Mrs. Adeline Rusteberg, 
Valmeyer, was a member of the 
woman’s nominating committee. Mrs. 
Margie Mohrman, Camp Point, was 
reelected Region V Committeewoman 
on the NRECA Women’s Action 
Committee. 

The need for developing power 
supply capability to meet the require¬ 
ments of electric cooperatives was 
jllustrated by David A. Hamil, 
Administrator of the Rural Electri¬ 
fication Administration (REA). Hamil 
said a recent survey indicated that 
kilowatt-hour sales of electricity by 
electric cooperatives are rising at rates 
ranging from eight to 12 percent, 
compared to six to nine percent for 
commercial power companies. 

While urging electric cooperatives to 
continue their practice of energy 
conservation, H-amil went on to say, 
“Intensified conservation efforts alone 
are not enough to meet our electric 
energy needs.” He said electric coop¬ 
eratives should use all possible 

(continued on page 20) 
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Sportsman 
The building that has everything 
for the Man who has 
everything! ■ Plenty of floor and wall space for 

workshop or hobby area. 

■ Sliding track door in rear endwall 
permits straight-thru, in-or-out 
access for tall vehicles. 

■ Flexible door 
arrangements—endwalls 
sidewalls, or both. 

■ High, wide sliding 
doors (IT 3" high) provide 
plenty of clearance for 
motorhomes, travel 
trailers, etc. 

■ Beautiful 
color exteriors, 

steel or aluminum 
—your choice. 

Walk-in service door 
(3' wide x 6' 8” high) 

■ Track door slides in front of overhead ■ Standard-size overhead door for cars, 
door, opens to full 15' width. boats, pick-up truck, etc. 

the Man in the Red Car! 
Find out how little it costs to have this beautiful, 
professionally engineered building erected on 
your land by our own skilled crews. Take your 
time paying for it too; no installment payments 'til 
January, 1978. 

w Wickes Buildings 
A Division of The Wickes Corporation 

Mail coupon or call collect 

ILLINOIS 
Box 548, Galesburg (309) 342-3416 
Box 9, Mendota (815) 539-9325 
Box 336, Gilman (815) 265-7257 
Box 1142, Mt. Vernon (618) 756-2347 
Box 117, Taylorville (217) 824-9851 

Name    — 
Address  
Town County  
State Phone  

i a 10 
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manager’s report 

by Robert E. Pen del I, Manager 

watts n 
JREN SUPPLEMENT 

Cooperative 
Month- 

Harvest Time 
The mon,th of October, in addition 

to being Co-op Month, is also harvest 
time. . .and that brings our attention 
to the role the farmer plays in our 
nation’s economy. Not too long ago 
the farmer was pictured as the “man 
with a hoe.” But what a change there 
has been! 

Today, the family farmer is viewed 
quite differently. He is an agronomist, 
a market analyst, a financial expert 
and businessman—and willing to 
gamble on weather, insects and all the 
other variables that can make or break 
him. Even in these days of plastic and 
synthetics, we depend on agriculture 
for most of our food and raw 
materials. The family farmer is the 
basic source of these great national 
assets. 

The American farmer has a right to 
be proud of his heritage as he has done 
more than his share in shaping this 
country’s destiny. From our earliest 
days through today, the farmer has 
been there providing food and fiber. 

What Is a Farmer? 
In all this business there are no 

other men just like farmers. Farmers 
are a diminishing class of specialists 
who do many things well. They come 
in all sizes, shapes, colors and ages. 

Farmers are eternal optimists who 
expect that the next year will bring 
better conditions than the floods or 
drouths or freezes or insect 
infectations they may have endured 
every year in the past. 

A farmer can keep a $5,000 
machine working with a piece of 
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baling wire, an off-size bolt and the lid 
from an old tin can. 

Farmers don’t belong to unions, 
don’t have 40-hour work weeks, don’t 
need sleeping pills and don’t like 
neckties or fast talkers. 

Farmers witness the miracle of birth 
and the certainty of death and sense 
an order behind it all. 

Farmers are men who teach their 
sons and daughters responsibility and 
workmanship before the youngsters 
move to the city and go to work in 
industry. 

Farmers see the sunrise and walk 
alone under the stars, they are 
strengthened by faith in a higher 
being. 

Farmers are patience in overalls 
waiting for the rain to stop, for seeds 
to sprout or for a calf to be born. 

Farmers are practical family men 
who are sincere and natural and don’t 
try to appear as something they are 
not. 

Farmers risk all the hazards of other 
businesses and, in addition, endure the 
uncertainties of weather, insects, 
disease and politicans. 

Farmers are persistence with a sun- 
bronzed face, starting again after a hail 
storm has wiped out a year’s work. 

Farmers are exhaustion with 326 
bales that must be lifted and hauled to 
the barn after dark before lying down 
to rest. 

Farmers are the kind of courageous, 
hard-working, persistent, practical fair- 
minded men that other men imagine 
themselves to be. 

Finally, farmers are the brunt of 
jokes, the whipping boy of editors, 
and the sacrifical lamb of politicians. 

In spite of all the criticism farmers 
get, an indication of what people 
really think is revealed in the fact that 
almost every man considers himself a 
farmer at heart. 

Name 
a Minute 

Following are the members’ names 
as drawn during the business meeting 
at the annual meeting. The member 
must be present to win a free 
September energy bill. The asterick 
indicates the winners. 

David A. Lancaster 
Bobbie G. Miller 
Albert B. Miller 
Harry S. Heaton 
Thomas R. Ashwood 
Raymond Martin 
*E. G. Morrison 
William Phelps 
Gary Bardford 
Paul Hamm 
Neal Null 
Ken/Debbie Porter 
Ebin Irish 
Kellis Simmons 
Dale Havens 
Steven Pigg 
Verne Ross 
Marc Mattlin 
Terry Collins 
Charles Ross 
Lloyd R. Asbell 
Galen Olson 
H. E. Martin 
Carl Hunt 
John C. Owens 
Earl D. Anderson 
Silver Farms, Inc. 
Dale E. Johnson 
Stanley West 
Frank Simpson 
c/o William Herron 

Roy Green 
Howard Bycroft 
Dennis Rankin 
Harold Heller 
L. E. Wilson 
Arthur Linder 
Thomas Casteel 
Stephen E. Smith 
Theodore Nunson 
'''Henry Adams 
Ray C. Musser 
James Rouse 
Marvin L. Masters 
Wayne Dennis 
Robert Lambert 
Lyman Waddell 
Mary J. Beckwith 
Mike McMillan 
Charles F. Clark 
Ermil Smith 
Randal Mustread 
Clyde S. Meredith 
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Sterling Wood 
Janet Bushman 
Elvin J. Churchill 
Freda Barrett 
Linden Baker 
Estle Cromer 
Fannie Meek 
Lyle Hickman 
John Nauman 
Silas Hainline 
Bob Campbell 
J. M. Gandhi 
Arthur Folet 
Harry H. Lotz 
Hazel Keithley 
c/o Lee Keithley 

William V. Sliger 
Lyle E. Young 
Don G. Smith 
Mrs. Joe Jones 
Robert Herath 
•George Deems 
Russell D. Wilson 
Robert Wooldridge 
Clifton Torrance 
Susan Morrell 
Addie Granger 

c/o J. H. Breckon 
Erma Champion 
Lester Mackey 
Duwayne McIntyre 
D. K. Weaver 
Elmer E. Kilburn 
Robert Nott 
Kenneth V. Sparks 
David Yates 
Raymond Ruebush 
Max Corzatt 
Helen Wheeler Taylor 
W. L. Fitchpatrick, Sr. 
Gerald D. Carlson 
Jim Gipson 
John Talley, Sr. 
•Clyde V. Davis 
John Grawey 
James J. Johnson 
Robert W. Smith 
Ronald Shawler 
•Loren Wiley 
Rick Wingo 
Florence Cuba 
Nielsen Prop, 
c/o George Nielsen 

Floyd Foxall 
Gerald Sears 
Dwight Heaton 
Lloyd Gaddis 
Marlin J. Duncan 
H. Clifford Ross 
Charles Brown 
Carl Davis 
James Corzatt 
Larry Armstrong 
Charles A. Lewis 
LeRoy Lundgren 
Dean A. Hansen 
J. C. Runner 
Roger Roberts 
Albert Guy 
Joseph Thrush 
Jesse Wood 

Safety 
Corner 

Those of you who have been 
involved in the rural electrification 
program for a number of years can 
certainly bear witness that electrical 
hazards on the farm are on the 
increase. 

Large grain bins, steel buildings and 
feed mixers connected by augers are 
commonplace on many farms. In 
many cases these structures are under 
or very close to high voltage power 
lines. This situation, combined with 
the taller augers, larger machinery and 
implements, deteriorating wiring, 
improper and poorly maintained 
outlets, use a frayed extension cords, 
improperly grounded machinery and 
equipment and other safety infractions 
common on modern farmsteads, 
should make us stop and wonder who 
will be the next victim. 

It is appalling to note the number of 
injuries, deaths and fires which result 
from amateur wiring and disrespect for 
high voltage around the farm. As 
modern farm equipment becomes 
larger, the danger of equipment 
touching overhead power lines 
increases. Overhead power lines are 
NOT insulated. 

What to Do 
When the 

Power Is Off? 
1. Check your fuses and switches 

below meter. If some of your lights 
work, then the trouble is in your own 
fuses. Remember to check the main 
cartridge fuses in the fuse box. 

2. If all the lights are off, then 
check with your neighbor to see if his 
power if off. 

3. If you have not found the 
trouble, call the appropriate number 
listed below. Be sure to give your 
name, location and map number which 
is to the right of your name on the 
address side of the billing card. This 
map number is used the same as a 
street address in locating your place. 
Please call in as soon as the trouble is 
discovered or anything wrong with the 
line is noticed. 

4. For service outages—call the 
following number. 

837-1400 

HOLIDAYS OBSERVED: 

New Year’s Day — Good Friday — 
Memorial Day — Independence Day — 
Labor Day — Veterans Day — 
Thanksgiving Day — Christmas Day. 

Insulate 

HOLD FUEL COSTS DOWN 
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Tom Marckese, Geneseo, packs his 'chute 
after a jump session. He reports that 
parachute packing is not as tricky as it might 
seem. Parachutists often like colorful 
'chutes, and many wear matching jumpsuits. 

downs, h 
‘chutist jumps and before he opens his 
parachute, and attempting to hit—or 
come very close to—a tiny target. 

“The target’s four inches in 
diameter,” Marckese says, “or perhaps 
I should say 9.84 centimeters, since 
sport parachuting is an international 
activity. Measurements are metric 
because of that.” 

The Trackers operate out of the 
Harold Thompson farm at Annawan, 
and they occasionally perform 
exhibitions for shopping center 
promotions and such activities. 
“Actually, we could do more jumping 
just at the farm,” Tom says, “but the 
exhibitions help pay for the airplane 
and publicize the club.” 

Members, he notes, can join the 
club by paying a $1,000 fee and then 
jump all they want after paying a $30 
monthly fee. Members who choose 
this plan hold part ownership in the 
airplane. “I’ve been a member since 
September, 1972, and I’ve gotten my 
money back several times over,” he 
says. 

The club owns a Cessna 205 
Skyvan. 

Members with less-expensive tastes 
can pay $200 a year and pay the $30 
monthly fee and jump all they want, 
too, he says, but they hold no 
ownership interest in the airplane, and 
have no say in how the club is run. 

“We keep track of how many jumps 
we make,” he notes, “and we write 
each jump down in a log book. Each 
book has enough spaces for 150 
jumps, and I’m working on my seventh 
book now. Another thing we keep 
track of is the amount of free-fall time 
we build up. Free-fall is that time after 
you leave the aircraft and before you 
open your parachute, and I have 
almost four hours of free fall time,” 
Marckese says. 

Marckese uses a square parachute as 
a main chute and has a round reserve 
chute. “This is my fifth main chute,” 
he says, “and this one and my last one 
were square. I like them better because 
you can pack them smaller and 
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Despite ups and 
Tom Marckese has one of those 

hobbies that has its ups and 
downs. He goes up in airplanes and 
jumps out of them, for fun and profit, 
as they say. He has jumped from as 
high as 13,500 feet. 

Marckese, who is a member of the 
Trackers, Inc., of Annawan, has been 
in the sport parachuting game since 
about 1970, or thereabouts. He and his 
wife Mary Lynne, are members of 
Farmers Mutual Electric Company, 
Geneseo. 

Actually, his involvement in the 
sport came about as a combination of 
business and pleasure. He was in the 
Marine Corps, a member of an air and 

naval liaison gunfire team; members of 
such teams are required to be qualified 
parachutists. 

“I found that I liked parachuting,” 
Marckese says with a grin, “so I joined 
the Camp Pendleton Sport Parachute 
Club. All told, I’ve made about 1,100 
jumps since then,” he says. The Marine 
Corps required qualified parachutists 
to make two water landings, and a 
night jump, too, but Marckese’s 
activities are not quite so lively now, 
even though they certainly cannot be 
considered mundane. 

Sport parachuting today generally 
centers around two activities— 
performing acrobatics after the 



Maybe all three, if you like, in one compact, 
space-efficient building. Plenty of room for 
equipment and vehicles—plus extra space for 
a workshop too, if you want it. Rugged, 
professionally engineered poleframe structures 
with beautiful, maintenance-free 
exteriors of color steel or aluminum, your 
choice. Models, sizes, and plans for every 
need. Erected on your land by our 
own skilled crews. 

See the 
Man in the 
Red Car ILLINOIS 

Box 548, Galesburg 
Box 336, Gilman 

Box 9, Mendota (815) 539-9325 
(309) 342-3416 Box 1142, Mt Vernon (618) 756-2347 
(815) 265-7257 Box 117, Taylorville (217) 824-9851 

Call CoUect Today or Mail Coupon 

Name  

Address 

County_ 

Town  

State  _Phone_ 

Where are yon going to put 
everything 

this 
Winter? 
□ Trucks 
□ Cars 
□ Boats 
□ Bikes 
□ Campers 
□ Trailers 
□ Outdoor Furniture 
□ Lawn and Garden 

Equipment 
□ Snowmobiles 
□ (A Handy Hideaway) 

The Place: 
Wickes utility building, 
garage or workshop. 

EXTENDED PAYMENT PLANS AVAILABLE, INCLUDING LONG TERM FINANCING. 
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IREN SUPPLEMENT 

Take Time to Give Thanks 
The Directors and Employees of 
McDonough Power Cooperative 

Wish Each a Happy Thanksgiving 
on Thursday, November 24. 

Board Reorganization 
At the regular monthly board 

meeting of the cooperative on 
Monday, September 26, 1977, the 
following were selected to serve as 
officers of the cooperative for the 
ensuing year: 

Lyndall Pigg, President 
Clair Butcher, Vice President 

Max Welsh, Secretary 
Donovan Lawyer, Treasurer 

The following resolution was 
adopted by the board of directors for 
D. Carroll Walters of Monmouth, who 
has served as president of the board 
for the past five years: 

RESOLUTION 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the board of 

directors of the McDonough Power 

12 

Cooperative, that the board hereby 
expresses its sincere appreciation and 
highest respect for D. Carroll Walters, 
who for the past five years has 
faithfully served with distinction as 
president of the board and the coop¬ 
erative. Carroll is to be commended for 
the capable, fair and pleasing manner 
in which he performed the duties of 
his office. 

Other members of the nine-member 
board are Raymond Irish, Harlan 
Monroe, Kenneth Moore, and Harold 
Whitman. These members represent 
the members in their districts and 
welcome the opportunity to talk with 
their neighbors concerning the 
cooperative. 

The Case 

of the 

Shocking Carpet 

“There was something strange about 
that house. The thermostat registered 
normal, but everyone felt chilly. 
Furniture creaked. House plants 
drooped. A thin film of dust covered 
everything, even with daily dusting. 
Rufus, the family dog, was nervous 
and whiney. And crackling jolts of 
static electricity leaped from door 
knobs and light switches to shock 
unsuspecting victims. ” 

If you have noticed some of these 
tell-tale signs around your house, the 
culprit is probably low humidity. 
Other clues are: family complaints 
about dried-out skin and nasal 
passages; wooden furniture coming 
unglued; wall paper cracking and 
peeling; wood pulling away from walls; 
piano getting out of tune; paintings 
cracking. 

So if your evidence points to low 
humidity, investigate getting a console 
humidifier for your home. It will keep 
the humidity level just right through 
an average seven-room house. Many 
console models have the appearance of 
an attractive cabinet. Inside, the action 
is working quietly, dependably to 
circulate fresh, moist air. 

Homeowners can cut heating bills 

by as much as 20 percent by main¬ 
taining proper humidity levels during 
the winter months. A house heated at 
72 degrees with a relative humidity of 

5 0 percent feels as warm and 
comfortable as a house heated at 77 
degrees with only 18 percent relative 
humidity. 
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We Need Your Help 
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Kilowatt Demand Load 
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$100,000 a year could be saved on peak hours of the day. 
demand charges. For more information on reducing 

To help stabilize rising costs, we your usage and conserving energy, 
need your help to cut the demand at contact your cooperative office. 

New Construction 

The graph with this article shows 
the high kilowatt demand load of one 
of our substations, but the other eight 
stations are almost identical. 

We show the peak reached during 
the month as well as the time of day 
for a good reason. Something has to be 
done to control the KW demand that 
usually happens between 5:15 p.m. 
and 7:15 p.m. 

Your cooperative is billed for the 
highest peak during the month, 
regardless of how long the load might 
have been on the line. (Some loads are 
only on 20 minutes.) 

Your cooperative, as well as other 
electric utilities, is studying ways of 
load management to control these 
peaks and the cost that goes with 
them. One supplier has proposed a 
$11.00 KW change for 1978, a 
staggering 31.5 percent increase over 
1977. 

One type of load management in 
use today is a system that is radio 
controlled, where you take off the line 
for an hour or two such equipment as 
water heating and air conditioners. But 
as you can guess, this type of equip¬ 
ment is very expensive. I would like to 
believe our members could accomplish 
the same thing on their own to help 
reduce energy costs. 

Study the graph for a few minutes. 
If our members could defer washing 
dishes, taking baths and washing 
clothes during the period from 5:15 
p.m. to 7:15 p.m., a 100-KW demand 
could be shaved off the peak. If this 
would be done, approximately 

The operating department has had a 
busy summer and fall, constructing the 
new three-phase line in the Abingdon 
area to provide a heavier service in that 
area. 

There were many new services 
provided for grain drying operations. 
Many new homes are being 
constructed on the cooperative lines 

and the majority of these have 
requested underground service. 

Management regrets not being able 
to provide these services just the day 
the member requests. However, service 
for a new home or a heavier service for 
drying purposes is provided just as 
quickly and efficiently as possible. 
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'Born farmers' 
build family grain business 

{{TTTe got to talking about putting 
V V up some grain storage here, 

and it seemed to be a little short in 
this vicinity, so we put up more than 
we needed ourselves,” said Mark 
Marquis, explaining how his family 
started in the grain storage, trucking 
and buying business. 

The company, which is located just 
south of Buda on Illinois Valley Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative lines, is owned by 
Donald and Darrell Marquis. Mark is 
Darrell’s son. 

“We’re set up to store about half a 
million bushels,” Mark says, “but we’ll 
buy and sell about a million and a half 
bushels this year, the way it looks 
now. 

“We were doing our own drying,” 
he continues, “and using a portable 
dryer that we had to move around. We 
used about four different locations 
and each move took most of a day, so 
we decided to build a centrally located 
setup. It’s really handy here. We used 
to have grain wagons going all over the 
roads like crazy, and now it’s not bad. 

“Here we have a good location, a 
good road, and high ground, so we set 
up our storage and drying facilities. Of 
course, we set up a larger grain drying 
operation than we needed for just our 
crops, too.” 

Mark, who is 21, thinks of time in 
terms of crops. “Let’s see,” he muses, 

Top photo: M. M. "Bud" Jontz, left, 
manager of the Illinois Valley Electric 
Cooperative, visits with Darrell 
Marquis in front of one of the huge 
grain bins that make up part of the 
Marquis Brothers' grain operation. 
Above: Wilbur Nordstrom, a director 
at Illinois Valley, talks with Mark 
Marquis. Nordstrom is employed as a 
truck driver and mechanic, and Mark is 
the son of one of the owners. 

“this is our third crop since I got out 
of high school. We’ve had two good 
ones and this year’s a break-even year. 
It’s a good crop year, but prices are 
bad and it’s a bad year for foreign 
matter, too.” He is a graduate of 
Western High School in Buda. 

The Marquis operation is designed 
to dry 1,500 bushels an hour at 
ten-points removal, and their three 

trucks can take a good-sized crop to 
the river for shipment. They have two 
bobtails and a semi, and when they 
put all three on the road, they can 
haul 1,665 bushels at a time. 

Trucking grain to the terminal is an 
important part of the business, and it 
requires a well-maintained set of 
trucks. That’s where Wilbur Nord¬ 
strom fits in. Nordstrom, an Illinois 
Valley director, is employed by the 
Marquis Brothers as a truck driver and 
mechanic. 

The family has been farming in the 
area for a long time. 

“We were born farmers,” Darrell 
laughs, “our mother was born more 
than 85 years ago in the house 
Donald’s living in now, and we don’t 
know how long her folks lived here 
before she was bom, so the family’s 
been here quite a while, all right.” 

They farm 1,500 acres, two-thirds 
of which was in corn this year. The 
rest was in soybeans. 

Denny Thromeburg is the book¬ 
keeper for the operation, and has been 
working full time since June. A former 
junior high school math teacher, the 
sandy-haired Thromeburg takes care of 
the truck scales, does the moisture 
testing, checks for foreign matter in 
grains, keeps in radio contact with the 
trucks, and handles the office side of 
the operation. 
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threatened our plant in Savanna. We 
made a hasty decision to move our 
valve and thermostat line to Hanover, 
even though the building was far from 
being ready, and we moved in the last 
week in April with two supervisors and 
six employees.” 

The plant is but one of several 
Controls Division plants across 
northern Illinois. “We have two plants 
in Havana,” Kubicki says, “and a 
fabrication plant in Rochelle. There’s 
also a molding plant in Batavia, where 
they make the molded plastic parts. 
We don’t do any actual fabrication 
here. We receive parts from other 
plants by truck, assemble them and 
ship them out. 

The products made by the division 
are used in virtually every kind of 
motor vehicle, and in appliances manu¬ 
factured by several companies. We sell 
to Maytag, Speed Queen, Hobart, D 
and M, White Consolidated and Whirl¬ 
pool.” 

“All the automotive companies buy 
our products, too,” he remarks, 
adding, “Our products are original 
equipment in cars produced by Ford, 
General Motors, Chrysler and 
American Motors, and we supply parts 
for their aftermarket sales too, for 
replacement parts and so on.” 

In a small way, workers in several 
small Illinois towns affect the lives of 
others all over America. 

DECEMBER 1977 

THE EISENHOWER'’ 

Still giving you the most home for 
your money with... 

P.M.F.S 
PRICE: We're still giving you the most home 
for your money. Ask our thousands of satis¬ 
fied buyers. You always get the lowest pos¬ 
sible prices from President! 
MATERIALS: President Homes are con¬ 
structed of top quality, nationally known 
materials. You're going to live in your home 
a long time; you need a builder that will 
never compromise on quality — President! 

FINANCING: These days, low prices aren't 
enough — we offer immediate, low-cost 
financing for a home you can own free and 
clear in 1 0 years! 
SERVICE: Your home will be built by experi¬ 
enced craftsmen—home construction special¬ 
ists who quicklyturn your plans or one of ours 
into a quality home you'll be proud to own! 
P.M.F.S. PRESIDENT HOMES MAKES 

THE DIFFERENCE! 

Learn how you can save NAME 
$1,000 s on your new home. 
Send for full color catalog 
TO: 
PRESIDENT HOMES, 
4808 N. LILAC DR., 
MINNEAPOLIS. MINN. 
55429 (612) 537-3622 
□ l own a lot □ lean get a lot 

ADDRESS 

TOWN STATE 

ZIP PHONE 
We would like to be in our new home by _ 1L-30 

Write For Your Local Illinois President Homes Representative 

PRESIDENT HOMES 
[CUSTOM BUILT PRE-CUT HOMES ... OUR ONLY BUSINESSf 
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What child is this 

who laid to rest, 

On Mary's lap is sleeping? 

with the peace and promise 

that was born that holy night. 

qo wish you 

a happy Christmas 

and a bright 

v. 
We Are 

At It Again 

Rate negotiations are as regular as 
the coming of winter. 

Your cooperative, along with 20 
other cooperatives, is again negotiating 
with our power suppliers, Central 
Illinois Public Service Company and 
Illinois Power Company. The CIPSCO 
rate to be effective January 1, 1978 
and Illinois Power rate to be effective 
August 1978. Each are asking for a 
sizable increase. 

We do not know at this time what 
the final rates will be, but I can tell 
you that power bills will continue to 
climb and here are some of the reasons 
why. 

Generation costs have skyrocketed, 
labor costs are increasing, everything 
we buy has become more expensive. 

The best and cheapest way to 
control your electricity cost is to shut 
off your appliances, put yourself on a 
kwh budget, and to read your meter 
each day. When you get to the kwh 
you have budgeted, simply shut off 
your electricity. Your meter will not 
run unless the current is flowing. 

Christmas Party 

\ 

newjearr An evening of fellowship was 
enjoyed by the cooperative directors, 
employees, and their families on the 
evening of December 12 at the Elks 
club in Macomb. Approximately 100 
persons attended the dinner and spent 
an enjoyable evening of visiting. 
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Cooperative Buys New Truck 

For Underground Installations 

Billing-Payroll- 
Materials and Line Loading 

Computers are used in many 
diversified areas, and at the coop¬ 
erative we are making use of this 
advance technology. The Central Area 
Data Processing Corporation of St. 
Peters, Mo., began the billing three 
years ago. Since that time the payroll, 
materials inventory, and lineloading 
services have been added. 

Although there is a reduction in 
paper work, there continues to be all 
the information we need coining back 
from the computer print out and 
microfiche. 

The use of the computer for payroll 
functions gives the employee 
information not realized before. The 
check stub summarizes year to date 
totals for information on leave time, 
and all deductions. Basically the 
system is quite simple. Once the 
employee’s name, social security 
number and other pertinent data have 
been entered into the terminal, the 
employee is assigned a number. When 
a pay period is completed, the 
employee’s number and the hours 
worked are fed into the terminal and a 
check is issued through the computer 
and sent to the cooperative office. 

Billing records are maintained on a 
four-inch by six-inch piece of film, 
which contains 200 pages of billing 
register. A special viewer is used to get 

the desired information. This results in 
a tremendous reduction of storage 
space and rapid availability of 
necessary information. 

Computer use has expanded greatly 

in the past few years. It is a 
tremendous factor in curbing the 
effects of inflation. It is another effort 
by the cooperative to provide better 
and more efficient service for our 
members. 

A new F614 Ford truck has been 
purchased to more efficiently do the 
underground installations. This truck 

is equipped with a hoist for lifting pad 
mounted transformers and handling 
reels of wire.’ If you would see the 
truck working in your area, take a 
look at it. The crew is very proud of 
what it can do. 

This one truck does the job that 
previously required two. Due to the 
increased number of underground 
services we are installing each year this 
will result in a great savings in 
operating expenses. 

During 1977 we have installed 80 
new services underground compared to 
only 43 overhead. Next year we 
expect to install 100 underground 
services and 50 overhead. 

If you are planning to do any 
digging where the cooperative has 
buried lines, please call so we can spot 
the line. 

The cooperative has all their 
underground lines platted on maps. We 
would recommend that if you bury 
any of your wires, you also make a 
drawing or map of where it is located. 

Helpful Members 
The number of outages the coop¬ 

erative experienced the past year has 
decreased. A most helpful factor for 

this decrease in outages is due to the 
action of our members who have 
spotted problems on our lines and 
reported it to the office. 

With 1,362 miles of line to main¬ 

tain, it is impossible to cover this 
much line often enough to spot all 
trouble areas. 

We appreciate this cooperation and 

urge you to call anytime to see some¬ 
thing you suspect could cause trouble. 
THANK YOU! 

Substation Capacity Doubled 
Cooperative crews have recently 

doubled the capacity of our Cameron 
substation and built eight miles of new 
three-phase line in place of the existing 
single-phase line. This will relieve 
overloaded lines in the Abingdon area 
and improve the quality and 
continuity of service. 

We wish to express our appreciation 
to the members in the area who had 
their service interrupted at various 
times to enable us to complete the job 
safely. May we say THANK YOU for 
your help and cooperation. 

There are two main line switches 
yet to install which will involve service 
interruption to a few members. This 

will be delayed until the grain drying 
season is over. 

A T ribute- 
Our Member 

. . .is the most important person 
in our business. 

. . .is not dependent on us; we are 
dependent on him. 

. . .is not an interruption of our 
work; he is our work. 

. . .is a person with sincere and 
justifiable wants. 

. . .is deserving of our most 
courteous and attentive service. 

. . .is not an outsider. He is the 
lifeblood of our and every other 
business. 

DECEMBER 1977 
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Installing blown-in attic insulation 

While batts, blankets and pour-in 
insulation offer their strong points, 
one of the main advantages they have 
is that they seem to be reasonably easy 
to install. One person, with a little 
preparation, can climb into an attic 
and do the necessary work. 

Blown-in—or pneumatic—insulation 
is not like that. First of all, you need a 
formidable-looking machine; then you 
need someone to pour insulation into 
it while you’re crawling around in the 
attic hosing the insulation into place. 

But blowing insulation into your 
attic is not a complicated chore. You 
need some of the same things you'd 
need to do the job with the other 
kinds of insulation: a dust mask, 
goggles and temporary lighting. YOUNII 

need some temporary flooring too, 
since ceilings are not designed to hold 
your weight. 

When you are deciding what kind of 
insulation you want, you will need to 
take into consideration what is avail¬ 
able. With insulation in short supply, 
your choices may be limited. 

If you decide to use pneumatic 
insulation, you can get the mineral- 
wood or cellulose variety. Mineral 
wool offers the advantage that it is 
noncombustible. Cellulose is recycled 
paper which has been treated to make 
it fire-resistant and rodent-proof. 

Cellulose varies in quality, and 
today’s high demand and even higher 
prices have given rise to many 
manufacturers, some of which may cut 
corners; careful treatment is of utmost 
importance. Buy from a reputable 
dealer and look for the insulation 
industry’s label of approval or the 
Underwriters’ Laboratories seal. 

Poorly treated material may pose a fire 
hazard. 

Before you can determine how 
much insulation to buy, you will need 
to know what R factor you need, and 
how thick your insulation will need to 
be to achieve that factor (the R factor 
is the resistance to thermal passage the 
insulation give you, and varies from 
material to material). 

Then, you need to know how many 
square feet of space you need to cover. 
Federal regulations require that each 
bag of pneumatic insulation be marked 
to show how great an area it will cover 
to various depths, and what R value 
each depth gives. Your supplier can 
tell you how many bags you will need 
to achieve the results you want. Many 
Illinoisans are insulating their attics to 
R-38, but if you add any insulation at 
all you will reduce your heating and 
cooling bills. 

The machine is really fairly simple, 
and may be supplied by the people 
who sell insulation, a rental business. 
There is a big hopper you pour the 
insulation into, and a mixer that fluffs 
it up, since it is compressed into a bag 
when you buy it. Then, there is a 

blower, which shoves the material 
down a hose to the operator and the 
place he wants to place the insulation. 
The blower features some kind of 
regulator so you can adjust the flow, 
and compensate for longer hoses. 
Normally, the insulation should come 
from the hose about like toothpaste 
from a tube, but if you need to spray 
it into eaves where you cannot reach, 
you can increase the flow. Too fast a 
flow, however, will make for a dusty 
environment. 

To make sure you are getting the 
depth you need, you may want to 
divide your attic into sections and find 
out how many bags you will need for 
each section, then do one section at a 
time and see if you are using the right 
amount. 

For example, one cellulose supplier 
packs insulation in 30-lb. bags. Each 
bag will cover 16 square feet to a 
depth of 10 inches, and will give an 
R-value of 37.5. If your house is 1,000 
square feet, you will need 63 bags. 
Dividing your house into five equal 
sections will mean that you will need 
to put about HVi bags in each section. 

You should be sure, before you 
leave your supplier’s place of business, 
that you know how to work the 
machine. Many have instructions 
printed on them, but you can check 
with the salespeople to be absolutely 
certain that you know what to do. If 
you rent the machine, they owe it to 
you to see that you get the job done 
right, and if they lend you the 
machine when you purchase your 
insulation, there must be a service fee 
built into the price of the insulation, 
so ask for the service. It will make for a 
better job and lower energy bills in the 
future. 

To: A.I.E.C. Member Services Department 
P.O. Box 3787 
Springfield, Illinois 62708 

Please mail me copies of the publication 

“Money Saved... Or Up The Chimney” 
(For each copy, enclose $2.00 to cover the cost of the book and 
pay postage and handling.) 

Please Print Name 
Mailing Address  
City  State. Zip. 
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