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(continued from page 6) 
“We run preventative maintenance 

on the equipment based on a planning 
schedule we keep. We perform safety 
tests to ensure patients’ safety. Most 
of the tests are performed on a 
monthly basis,” he said. 

King’s schedule is a 40-hour week, 
Monday through Friday, 7 a.m. until 
3:30 p.m. That’s the basic week. The 
nature of the work and King’s sense of 
responsibility make it a 24-hour job. 
“I’m on call 24 hours,” he said. “Some 
days I am here much later than 3:30. 

“I have one class during the daytime 
and the hospital lets me take off an 
hour for it. Then I make up the time 
by working extra,” he said. 

He carries a class load of seven 
hours at John Woods and does the 
CREI studying in what other time he 
has available. 

How did King land his job? 
During King’s senior year in high 

school, Mike Sullivan, then the bio¬ 
medical engineer at Blessing, spoke to 
seniors at Quincy High. “I was trying 
to determine which area of electricity 
and electronics I wanted to enter. 
Mike told the seniors he was looking 
for an assistant. I applied and went to 
work in March of 1975. In June, Mike 
left the hospital for another job. 
That’s when I became head of the 
department,” King explained. 

Before going to work for Blessing, 
King worked for Richards Electric 
Motor Co. in Quincy, repairing and 
rewinding motors and generators. 

The study at John Woods and CREI 
will lead to a bachelor’s degree, King 
said. He then plans to gain certi¬ 
fication as a biomedical engineer. 

NEW LOW 

Model No. 50P70 

50' x 70' (13'3" Clearance) 

Model No. 42P60 

42' X 60' (13'3” Clearance) 

Model No. 30P40 

30' x 40' ( 9'3'' Clearance) 

Model No. 3816P60 

54' X 60' (13'3" Clearance) 

All building lengths expandable 
in 20' increments 

ON OUR FOUR 
MOST POPULAR 
BUILDINGS! 
Four popular farm buildings in the sizes farmers 
want most. Pre-engineered to Wickes high 
quality standards, and reduced in price to 
pass along the big savings now possible with 
new advanced construction methods. Like all 
Wickes buildings, they’re backed by our repu¬ 
tation for dependability and economy, and the 
low package prices include prompt erection 
on your land by skilled Wickes crews. 

NEW ADVANCED 
coNsmucnoN 
METHODS. 
Reduce labor costs at the job site. 

COLORS GALORE Seven beautiful new 
farmstead siding colors. Seven contrasting 
trim colors! 
STRONGEST WARRANTY 5-year warranty 
on all materials and workmanship. 30-year 
warranty on roof leaks due to corrosion. 

w Wickes Buildings 
A Division of The Wickes Corporation 

Illinois 
Call Collect or Mail Coupon Today 

Namp 

Galesburg, Box 548 (309) 342-3416 AHrlross 

Mendota, Box 9 (815) 539-9325 Tnurn 

Gilman, Box 336 (815) 265-7257 
r!nnnty 

Mt. Vernon, Box 1142 (618) 756-2347 
Statp Zip 

Taylorville, Box 117 (217) 824-9851 
Phnnp 

IR156 
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ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC CO. 

Line News 
217-742-3128 WINCHESTER, ILLINOIS J 

Across the 
Manager’s Desk 

By William F. Hanback 

Local 
Students 

Receive 

4-H 
Electric Awards 

Recently recognized for their achievements in the 4-H 
electrical program were several students from the Illinois 
Rural Electric Co. serving area. 

Jeff Myers, r.r. 1, Winchester, was awarded a three-day 
trip to Chicago sponsored by the Illinois Farm Electri¬ 
fication Council (IFEC). The trip winners toured Under¬ 
writers Laboratories, The First National Bank of Chicago, 
Quaker Oats Test Kitchens, Lightoiler Showrooms and 
General Motors Electro-Motive Plant at LaGrange. 

Other students in the Illinois Rural Electric Co. service 
area received a 4-H jacket for their accomplishments in the 
electrical program. Among these winners were: Tad 
Sorrells, Chambersburg; Barbara Fisher, r. r. 1, Arenzville; 
Terry Twitchell, r. r. 1, Carrollton; Rick Spann, Box 132, 
New Salem; and Kendall Myers, r. r. 1, Winchester. 

Illinois Rural Electric Co. extends a “congratulations” 
to the 4-H electric award winners; we’re delighted to see the 
interest 4-Her’s show in learning more about the fuel of the 
future. 

A Willie 
Conserve-A-Tip 

Over half the heat that 
escapes from a house in 
the winter is lost through 

windows, cracks and open 

doors. Take a tip ... use 
weatherstripping and caulk 
those cracks-and keep 

doors closed. 

Helpful Hints to Make 
Our Job Easier 

and to Avoid Mistakes 
CHECKS 

1. Make all checks payable to Illinois Rural 
Electric Co. 

2. If paying by check, place the Account 
Number (13 digits) on check of account you 
are paying. 

3. Make sure your check is completely filled 
out. (Pay to the order of, dollar amount, date 
and, most of all, your signature). 

4. If you are also paying for material, please 
indicate this on your check or enclose a note 
on the fact. 

METERS 
1. Read your meter the day you get your bill 

and date it. 
2. If you have more than one meter place the 

correct reading on the right stub. (If you have 
trouble distinguishing what reading goes 
where we can place in your address a word 
description to identify them.) Example, 
“Pump.” 

3. If you have a question about a bill go out and 
read the meter and take the serial number 
before you call or write. 
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STUDENTS! Win a Free Trip to 
Washington, V. C. 

Who May Enter 
Any high school sophomore or 

junior living within Illinois Rural 
Electric Co.’s serving area, as shown on 
the map. Contestants need NOT be 
served by Illinois Rural Electric Co., 
nor live in the rural area. Members of 
immediate family of any board 
member or employee of a rural electric 
cooperative are not eligible. 

Rules Of The Contest 
Each student will be required to 

write an essay (in their own words) on 
“The Role of my Electric Cooperative 
in Meeting the Energy Crisis” and 
submit it to Illinois Rural Electric Co., 
2-12 South Main Street, Winchester, 
Illinois 62694, on or before April 1. 
Essays are to be typewritten on SVi by 
11 inch paper, one side only, double 
spaced and not exceed 1,000 words. 
Illinois Rural Electric Co., personnel 
will contact each participating school 
in our serving area and leave literature 
and resource material. This resource 
material may also be picked up at 
Illinois Rural Electric Co.’s Member 
Service Department in Winchester. 

The map below shows the participating 
schools in Illinois Rural Electric Co.'s 
service area. 

anklin 

Grfcenf ield 
on 

Brus\el$ 

PARTICIPATING SCHOOLS 

Clip and Mail to: 
Illinois Rural Electric Co. 

2-12 South Main 

Winchester, Illinois 62694 Date 

n 

Semifinalists Win a Day 
in Springfield 

Each semifinalist (one from each 
participating school) will be awarded 
an all-expense paid day in Springfield, 
Illinois for a tour of the State Capitol, 
visit our State Senate and House of 
Representatives in session and enjoy a 
dinner with Senators and Repre¬ 
sentatives and other elected officials. 
Transportation, chaperones and all 
arrangements of the day are to be 
taken care of by Illinois Rural Electric 
Co. Transportation will be provided 
from Illinois Rural Electric Co.’s office 
in Winchester to Springfield and return 
to Winchester. A date and time for this 
trip will be selected in the near future. 

I wish to enter the "Youth to Washington" essay contest. 

(Name of Applicant) Age 

(Name of Parents) 

(Mailing Address) 

(Phone Number) 

□ Sophomore D Junior 

(High School (Class/Year) 
I I 
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‘Recreat 

If jeans become too short, but the fabric is good, create a 
fashionable jeans skirt. Open inner leg seams, lay front and 
back flat, measure length of wearer, cut off bottom of pant 
legs and use to fill in the triangles created when you lay the 
garment flat. With some topstitching, the skirt is ready for 
wearing. 

Except for the bad bole in the sleeve, this sweater is in good 
condition. Cut the worn sleeves off leaving about IV2 inches 
of sleeve. Finish the cut edge by adding a zigzag hem. Turn 
the lV2-inch portion inside and tack loosely into place, 
making it a sweater vest. 
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If you have 
a good reason to build 

...you have a good reason 
to visit your local Land Bank, 

If you have plans for building or 
improving, chances are the Land Bank can help with a 
long-term loan at reasonable cost. Maybe it’s a new 
farrowing house, a carousel milking parlor or new grain 
drying and storage facilities. Maybe you're planning to 
build a new home... or remodel the old one. Whatever 
your plans, stop in and discuss them with your local Land 
Bank Association. 

(tlim HOUSING 

LENDER 
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Across the 
Manager’s Desk 

By William F. Hanback 

Annual Meeting 
The Annual Meeting of the members of the 

Illinois Rural Electric Co. will be held in the 
auditorium building of the Scott County 4-H Fair¬ 
grounds at Winchester, Scott County, Illinois, on 
Friday, July 8, 1977 at 10 a.m. 

Home Insulation for 
Comfort and Savings 
The increasing use of electric heating has 

pointed out the value of insulation to homeowners. 
All homes, new or old, can be insulated with great 
benefit to the homeowner. Insulation not only 
decreases the cost of heating and cooling but also 
increases the comfort of the home. 

Use Electricity, But 
Don't Waste It! 

Ventilation Requirements 
Attic: 

One square foot free area per 300 square feet ceiling 
area 
50 percent vents in upper gable ends or ridge roll 
50 percent vents in roof overhang 

Crawl Space: 

One square foot free area per 1,500 square feet 
ground area 
—minimum of four vents 

1977 4-H Electric Schools 

ATTENTION 4-H Members! 

Illinois Rural Electric Co.’s 
Employees 

. . .will be working with County Extension Service 
personnel at a 4-H Electrical School to be held at: 

Greene County, Saturday, February 5, at the 
extension office. 

Pike County, Saturday, February 19, at the 
extension office. 

Scott County, Saturday, February 26, at Illinois 
Rural Electric Co.’s Member Service Department. 

Morgan County, Saturday, March 5, at Illinois 
Power Co. on Lafayette Street. 

The 4-H Electric Schools will begin with 
registration at 9:00—9:30 a.m. 

The 4-H boys and girls, ages 8 through 19 will be 
doing actual wiring to be covered in the following 
classes: 

BEGINNERS 
Wiring test lights, extension cords, replacing 

cord ends, etc. 
INTERMEDIATE 
Wiring single pole switches, lights, three-way 

switches and duplex receptacles. 

ADVANCED 
Wiring outlets for a scale model farrowing house, 

three- and four-way switches, lights, motors and 
controls, electric heat panel and complete breaker 
panel and service. 

The above three classes will include safety 
demonstrations, the latest fault interrupter equip¬ 
ment and proper insulation for the home. 

* School will be dismissed at 
approximately 3 P.M. 

A Free Lunch will be served 
compliments of 

Illinois Rural Electric Co. 
Winchester, Illinois 
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Illinois Rural Electric Co. 

Full Line of Service Available 
Through Your Electric Cooperative 

See Your Member Service Dept, 
for All Your Electrical Needs 

for Coop. 

IREC’s Credit Plan Members Only 
GET THAT APPLIANCE YOU NEED TODAY AND PAY FOR IT IN 

SIMPLE MONTHLY INSTALLMENTS! 

DON’T GO THROUGH ANOTHER FREEZING WINTER OR 
BLISTERING SUMMER WITHOUT A COMFORTABLE 
HEATING AND COOLING SYSTEM! 

LET US PUT ELECTRIC HEAT OR AIR CONDITIONING IN YOUR 
HOME AND SPREAD THE COST OVER SEVERAL MONTHS 
AS YOU ENJOY THE COMFORTS OF YOUR NEW SYSTEM. 

A policy adopted by the Board of Directors and Manager of IREC 
allows for the extension of credit to Co-op Members who live on 
IREC's lines and who meet IREC's Credit Standards. The merchandise 
purchased on credit must go on the Co-op lines and a schedule of 
payments arranged with the Member Service Department. 

Visit Our 
Appliance Store at 
15 South Walnut 
Winchester, Illinois 

Ask about 
Our 

Credit Plan 

WE SERVICE WHAT 
WE SELL 

AND DO OUR BEST WITH 
THE REST 

Your Member Service Department is 
available for a multitude of services. 
We are equipped to handle many types 
of electric heating installations; service 
of major appliances; complete 
insulation and home ventilation with 
I R E C-i n stalled electric heat; 
installation of home Space-Pak central 
air conditioning; complete farmstead 
wiring; replace 60-amp. service with 
100- or 200-amp. breaker panel; hog 
house wiring; machine shops; harvest 
stores; grain bins; complete feed 
handling equipment; wiring for electric 
ranges, water heaters and all types of 
electric appliances and estimates for 
electric heat and air conditioning 
installations. 

Our crews are fully trained and 
experienced in all types of electrical 
wiring, including specialized wiring for 
electric heating and central air 
conditioning installations. 

Select from Our Full Line of HOTPOINT APPLIANCES 
and MAYTAG LAUNDRY EQUIPMENT 
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Garages, Workshops, 
Utility Storage Buildings. 

Does anyone ever have enough 
space to store all the things that make 
life more enjoyable? Like boats, 
camper trailers, motor homes, snow¬ 
mobiles? Not to mention the everyday 
problem of finding room for a second 
or third car, lawn and garden equipment, the outdoor furniture, or 
dozens of other things that require weather protection. 

A low-cost Wickes utility 
building can solve the prob¬ 
lem for you—right now, and 

for years to come. These 
handsome, maintenance-free 

structures are available in the size, model or plan you need for a spa¬ 
cious garage, storage place or workshop, or all three in one if you 
want. In beautiful color steel or 
aluminum—your choice. 

Protect the things you’ve worked so 
hard to acquire. With a good-looking, 
professionally-engineered Wickes utility 
building. You’ll wonder why you 
waited so long. 

w Wickes Buildings 
A Division of The Wickes Corporation 

i Name 
ILLINOIS 
Box 548, Galesburg (309) 342-3416 

■ Address 

j Town Box 336, Gilman (815) 265-7257 
Box 9, Mendota (815) 539-9325 j State 
Box 1142, Mt. Vernon (618) 756-2347 

j County Box 117, Taylorville (217) 824-9851 
j Tel: 

1 IR258 
Call collect or mail coupon 

Solar Grain 
Drying Conference 

(continued from page 5) 

collectors are in use each year, it also 
has the advantage of being relatively 
inexpensive —once the collection 
system is built—and readily available. 

Solar’s potential was summed up by 
Sims, who said, “I think this thing is 
really going to catch on, and there are 
a lot of farmers out there ready to 
start using it. There is plenty of energy 
out there.” 

Several Illinois electric cooperatives 
sent representatives to the conference. 
Attending were: Roger Mohrman, 
Adams Electrical Co-Operative; John 
Kober, Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
Association; Vince Ijams and Charles 
Kyle, Corn Belt Electric Cooperative; 
Randall Beasley, Holly Shriver, Rick 
Phelps and Frank Gibbons, Coles- 
Moultrie Electric Cooperative; Victor 
Ketten and David Barbey, South¬ 
western Electric Cooperative; Ray 
Weiss, Howard Schweighart and Leo 
Klingelhoffer, Illini Electric Coop¬ 
erative; Lowell R. Riffey, M.J.M. 
Electric Cooperative; and Bob Lands, 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
erative. 
Below, John Kober, member services 
director for Egyptian Electric Coop¬ 
erative Association, and Terry 
Heffernan, assistant director of 
member services for AI EC, compare 
grains dried with and without heat. 
The display was set up at the Solar 
Grain Drying Conference in Cham¬ 
paign. 
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Now all you need, 
is a good place 

to put it. 
□ Trucks 

□ Cars 
□ Boats 

□ Bikes 

□ Campers 

□ Trailers 

□ Outdoor Furniture 

□ Lawn and Garden 
Equipment 

□ Snowmobiles 

□ (A Handy Hideaway) 

The 
A beautiful, low-cost Wickes utility 

building, garage or workshop. 

Maybe all three, if you like, in one compact, space- 
efficient building. Plenty of room for equipment, vehi¬ 
cles, and other valued possessions—plus extra space 
for a workshop or hobby center, if you want it. Rugged 
professionally engineered pole-frame structures from 
Wickes Buildings with beautiful, maintenance free ex¬ 
teriors of color steel or textured color aluminum—your 
choice. Models, sizes, and plans for every need. Erected 
on your land by our own skilled crews. 

Call collect today, and see how little it costs to have 
your own 'mini-warehouse'. 

W Wickes Buildings 
A Division of The Wickes Corporation 

Farm buildings for every requirement: machinery 
storage, beef, hogs, dairy, horses. Steel or 
aluminum exteriors. All sizes, all colors. 

ILLINOIS 
Box 548, Galesburg 
Box 336, Gilman 
Box 9. Mendota 

(309) 342-3416 
(815) 265-7257 
(815) 539-9325 

Box 1142, Wit. Vernon (618) 756-2347 
Box 117, Taylorville (217) 824-9851 

Name- 

Address, 

County- 

Town  

State. .Phone_ 
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High Line News 
y ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC CO. 217 742-3128 WINCHESTER, ILLINOIS 

Across the 
Manager’s Desk 

By William F. Hanback 

Does Your Attic Need Insulation? 

Rent a portable machine from Illinois Rural Electric 
Co.’s Member Service Department and pick up the 
insulation at a good price. 

DO YOUR OWN WORK AND SAVE 

In addition to saving on installation, you also will save 
on your electric bill. The machine rental charge is $5 per 
day. 

To determine how much insulation is needed, measure 
your attic space. For example if your attic is a 30 foot by 
40 foot, you have 1,200 square feet. 

That would require 50 of our 25-pound bags of 
insulation, for an R-value of 24 or 6V2 inches deep. 

Call today and get on the list for the machine and 
insulation. 

Don’t go through another freezing winter or blistering 
summer without your home being insulated. 

NEW 25 LB. BAG 

“R” THICKNESS COVERAGE LBS. PER 
SQ. FT. 

13 3.5” 44 .57 
19 5.0” 31 .80 
24 6.5” 24 1.05 
32 8.5” 19 1.33 
40 10.5” 14 1.82 

sidewall 3.5” 31 .94 

7:30 A.M. -- 4:30 P.M. 
Monday - Friday, Except Holidays 

for Members Only and Home Must 
Be Served by Illinois Rural Electric Co. 
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The 
Manager’s View 
As I was looking through a news¬ 

letter recently, I came across the 
following article and thought it would 
be of interest to the people of Illinois 
as well as Kentuckians. 

By Louis Strong, President 
Kentucky Association of 

Electric Cooperatives 

WHO’S TO BLAME FOR HIGH 

ELECTRIC BILLS? 

Are you to blame for 

High Electric Bills? 

Who me? Of course not. It’s that 
electric cooperative manager’s and 
those directors’ fault. Let’s think 
about this a minute. My wife says 
when I do something wrong or make 
mistakes I can usually figure out a way 
to blame somebody else. I must 
confess I find it very comforting to be 
able to blame someone else for my 
problems and mistakes, and very 
frustrating to find it’s partly my fault. 

Certainly You Are Not to Blame 

for High Coal Costs and Inflation 

Most of us can’t do much about the 
fact that the price of coal has 
increased over 300 percent in the last 
year. Certainly most of us can’t do 
much individually about inflation. I 
don’t think you want to take the 
blame for this, and I don’t think you 
expect to blame your electric coop¬ 
erative manager or your neighbors who 
happen to be directors of the coop¬ 
erative for these things. 

Let’s Be Honest About What 
We Did and Didn’t Do 

There are some substantial costs in 
our electric bills for which each of us 
must accept some blame. Where were 
you when the National Congress and 
the State Legislature were passing 
environmental rules and regulations 
that greatly added to the cost of 
mining and burning the coal that’s 
used for generating electricity and the 
cost of building and operating electric 
generating plants? Most of us probably 
didn’t get too excited one way or the 
other. Of course, we are all in favor of 
clean air and water and we all like to 
see a beautiful landscape uncluttered 
by strip mines and electric generating 
plants, transmission lines, etc., so we 
all sat by and let these laws be passed 
and rules be adopted without ever asking 
how much it would cost. We never 
gave much thought to the fact that all 
these costs were going to have to be 
paid one day and they were going to 
come due through our electric bills. 

I Just Don’t Remember 

Today, we just can’t recall seeing all 
those articles in the Rural Kentuckian 
magazine and in our local newsletter 
or hearing any of those warnings at 
our Annual Meetings (if we attended 
our Annual Meeting) that all these 

costs were one day going to show up 
on our electric bills. 

Now What Can You Do? 

Blaming your electric cooperative is 
not the answer. Surely you will agree 
that they are not responsible for the 
high inflation rates of these recent 
years. They had nothing to do with 
the oil embargo and the 300 percent 
increase in oil and coal costs. They 
were the ones who were sometimes 
accused of being against God, country 
and motherhood because they even 
dared to suggest that all these environ¬ 
mental rules and regulations were 
going to have to be paid for. 

It is most frustrating to see some of 
the people who are protesting the 
loudest today about high electric rates 
are the very same people who were 
crying loudest in support of the rules 
and regulations that are responsible for 
some of these higher costs. During this 
difficult energy crisis facing our 
nation, we must shift one-half of our 
total energy requirements from oil and 
gas to coal and nuclear energy. If you 
really want to do something helpful, 
you can urge your elected repre¬ 
sentatives to ease some of the most 
costly environmental rules and balance 
what we most need with what we can 
afford to pay. 

Up the 'Chimney' 

.. or in the Bank 

A Willie 
Conserve'A-Tip 

© NRECA 

Over half the heat that 
escapes from a house in 
the winter is lost through 
windows, cracks and open 
doors. Take a tip ... use 
weatherstripping and caulk 
those cracks-and keep 
doors closed. 
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Winter bitterly cold temperatures froze the Mississippi along Illinois' western border, halting barge traffic and delaying 
shipments of vita! supplies north. In addition, Ohio River barge traffic was halted because of ice, leaving hundreds of barges 
and towboats virtually stranded. 

Degree-day records illustrate winter's 
severity 

AGRICULTURE 
4« X 72 X 14 

26X13 DOUBLE SLIDE DOOR 

$5995 00 

All Steel * Clear Span 
26 Gauge Sheeting 
Different Sizes Available 
Adaptable Grain Storage 
Engineering Certified for 

Your State 

COMMERCIAL 

$5995 00 

* All Steel * Clear Span 
* Different Sizes Available 
* 26 Gauge Sheeting 
* Engineering Certified for 

Your State 

40 X 75 x 10 

A SHOP FOR COMMERCIAL OR FARM USE 
$3495 00 30x48x12 Slope Wall 

16x11 Double Slide Door All Prices FOB Our Factory and 
Subject to Change 

OZARK 
NAMF PFIONF ( ) 

FARM 
STRUCTURES AnDRFSS 

P. 0. BOX 4848GS niiY STATE ZIP 
SPRINGFIELD, MO. 

65804 SIZE NEEDED: X X 

(417) 887-4214 DATE ID Rill! n 

(continued from page 14) 

no matter what kind of energy 
provided the heat. 

To make matters worse, the degree- 
day figures do not take into account 
the wind-chill factor. As far as the 
degree-day is concerned, the wind 
makes no difference at all. And, when 
it comes to heating your home it may 
not—provided your home is well-sealed 
against the wind with caulking, 
weather stripping and storm windows. 

Even as cold and expensive as the 
weather has been here, we have been 
fortunate. To the east of us, the 
weather was much worse. Schools 
closed and factories reduced hours or 
went completely out of production. 
Millions of workers were idled; many 
are still not back at work. 

All in all, it has been the kind of 
winter our grandparents talked about, 
but this one was worse, according to 
the records. Throughout Illinois, it has 
been a winter to remember, even 
though most of us would rather forget 
it. 
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elps Weather Service 

Tornadoes were the topic of discussion at Spoon River Electric Co-operative recently when the cooperative hosted a tornado 
spotters meeting. Manager Bill McCamey, left, talked weather with Roger Geer, center, official-in-charge of National Weather 
Service office in Peoria, and Gene Burchett, coordinator of the Fulton County Emergency Services and Disaster Agency 
(formerly Civil Defense). Geer praised the area tornado-spotting organization, calling it "one of the best in the nation." 

“and we always ask spotters to look 
for rotation. In fact, we have a slogan 
that goes like this: ‘If it doesn’t spin, 
don’t call it in.’ ” 

“On the average,” Geer told his 
audience, “about 700 tornadoes strike 
each year in the United States, and no 
state is really safe from them. We hope 
that by having spotters we can keep 
loss of life to a minimum. We can’t 
save property, but we can save lives, 
and that’s the most important thing.” 

A good estimate of wind speed is 
helpful in keeping track of storm 
systems, Geer said, and it is possible to 
estimate wind speeds fairly closely. 

“If large branches are moving and 

you can hear whistling in overhead 
wires, the wind velocity is about 25 to 
31 miles an hour, and if whole trees 
are moving and it’s inconvenient to 
walk against the wind, that indicates 
speeds to 32 to 38 miles an hour. 

“If small branches or twigs break, 
and the wind impedes walking, the 
wind is blowing 39 to 46 miles an 
hour, while speeds of 47 to 54 miles 
an hour will cause slight structural 
damage and break larger branches and 
weak limbs,” Geer said. 

“Winds of 55 to 63 miles an hour 
will cause moderate structural and tree 
damage,” he continued, “and winds of 
64 miles an hour and above cause 

heavy-to-severe structural and tree 
damage.” 

Information on hailstorm activity is 
appreciated by the weather service, 
too, Geer said, and the data is more 
useful if the size of hailstones is 
reported. “It’s helpful if you relate the 

size of the hailstones to the sizes of 
such common objects as peas, marbles, 
golf balls, and so on,” he told the 
utility men, “or if you tell us its 
approximate diameter in inches.” 

Geer also outlined what should be 
done in the event a tornado watch is 
broadcast. “A tornado watch is issued 

(continued on page 22) 
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Across the 
Manager’s Desk 

By William F. Hanback 

Electricity— the Lifeblood 

of Rural America 

Some 40 years ago, pioneers in the electric field who 
wanted the good things of life for their farm families 
formed electric cooperatives to do for themselves what 
investor-owned utilities would not do. Rural electric 
systems took on the commitment to provide adequate, 
dependable electricity at the most reasonable cost to all 
who settled in their service areas. 

Today, as the countryside changes, the challenges 
grow. We at Illinois Rural Electric Co. are meeting these 
challenges as best we can, planning ahead and applying our 
years of experience and skill in solving the many problems 
that confront us. Conservation of energy alone is not a 
long-range solution to the energy problem. It can only 
postpone the inevitable for a few years. There is obviously a 
need to search for and develop new types of energy for the 
future. 

We realize our job goes even beyond supplying 
dependable electricity. Our commitment is to the total 

rural community, helping to make and keep our 
communities good places to live with fresh air and 
water. . .all the things that contribute to a good quality of 
life. 

The subject of food and the American farmer captures 
some of the headlines these days. America’s nearly 1,000 
rural electric systems realize that a number of factors 
contribute to making our country either a land of plenty or 
scarcity. One factor, essential for plenty and doubly 
essential when other factors are adverse, is dependable 
electric power, which has become basic to our agricultural 
operation. 

We expect to continue being agriculture’s working 
partner for the benefit of all Americans and the world. We 
will continue planning, preparing and working to meet our 
consumers’ needs as efficiently and economically as 
possible. We will stay alert for trends, patterns and 
developments to help us serve you, our consumer, better. 

Operations of your cooperative 

and your annual meeting 
BYLAWS 

Memberships: A current copy of the bylaws is 
available at the cooperative office to any member upon 
request. Each new member receives a copy. Article I, 
Section 1, of the bylaws provides that any person, firm, 
association, corporation or body politic or subdivision 
thereof may become a member of the cooperative by 1) 
making a written application for membership, 2) agreeing 
to purchase electric energy from the cooperative 3) 
complying with the Articles of Incorporation, the bylaws 
and the rules and regulations adopted by the Board of 
Directors in accordance with said bylaws. 4) paying a 
membership fee of $5 as specified in Article I, Section 5. A 
husband and wife may hold joint membership pursuant to 
Article I, Section 3. 

Annual Meetings: Provisions of the bylaws relative to 
annual meetings of the members are contained in Article 
III. An annual meeting shall be held between the first day 
of July and fifteenth day of September of each year for the 
purposes of electing directors, passing upon reports for the 
previous fiscal year and transacting such other business as 
may come before the meeting. Each member is entitled to 
one vote pursuant to Article III, Section 5. Article I, 
Section 3, provides that a husband and wife holding a joint 
membership are only entitled to one vote. If the total 
number of members is less than 1,000, at least 15% of those 
present in person or represented by proxy constitute a 
quorum, provided at least 5% are present in person. If more 
than 1,000 members are present, then 150 members present 
in person or represented by proxy constitute a quorum. 

Election of Board Members: The provisions for 
electing members of the Board of Directors of the 
cooperative are in Article IV of the bylaws. The Board of 
Directors is made up of 11 members who are elected 
annually, pursuant to Article IV, Sections 1 and 2. Article 
IV, Section 3, provides that members are nominated for 
each position on the Board selected as to give equitable 
representation to the area served or to be served by the 
Cooperative by a Nominating Committee consisting of not 
less than five nor more than eleven members, and no 
member of which can be a member or officer of the Board 
of Directors. Any 15 or more members may make other 
nominations in writing over their signatures not less than 15 
days before the annual meeting which shall be posted by 
the Secretary with the list of committee nominations. 
Nominations may also be made from the floor at the annual 
meeting. 
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Smoke Detectors 

A Good Investment? 
You Bet Your Life! 

Have you ever had a nightmare 
where you wake up and find that your 
house is on fire and you or your 
family are trapped inside with all of 
your worldly possessions going up in 
smoke? You probably woke up in a 
cold sweat, but you were happy that it 
was a bad dream. When the real thing 
occurs, it’s more than just a night¬ 
mare—it’s a tragedy. 

Of course, we are sure it can’t 
happen to us, but nevertheless, we 
take out thousands of dollars in 
household and personal property 
insurance and install a fire extinguisher 
or two around our homes and 
apartments. That takes care of fire 
danger fairly well, right? Dead wrong! 

What happens if a fire breaks out 
while you’re in the house—asleep? Can 
you depend on Lassie to come to the 
rescue and dramatically drag your 
family to safety? Most of us can’t. 

The human body can sense fire in 
several ways. You can see the flame, 
you can feel the heat and you can 
smell the smoke—but none of these 
senses are functional when you’re 
sleeping. 

When a home or apartment burns, 
there is more than lumber and plaster 
burning. There is a great amount of 
plastic, insulation, rubber, paint and 
varnish burning and they all give off 
gaseous fumes. Fumes such as 
hydrogen cyanide and hydrogen 
sulfide, common in many fires, are 

fatal within four to seven seconds. Of 
the people who die in fires, 94 percent 
die from the poisonous gases and 
super-heated air. 

There are presently devices on the 
market that will stand guard for us 
while we’re asleep. They can give us an 
early warning of any gases, smoke or 
flames. They are smoke or flame 
detectors. Smoke detectors are known 
by many brand names, but there are 
only three basic types available- 
ionization units, photoelectric units 
and heat detector units. 

Set at a predetermined temperature, 
the heat detector unit is activated 
when a fire causes the temperature to 
exceed the setting. In most cases, 
however, gases and smoke are evident 
before heat would cause this unit to 
sound a warning. 

The photoelectric unit is equipped 
with an electric eye which is activated 
by smoke. When smoke gets to a 
certain density, the unit will sound an 
alarm. 

The ionization unit is designed to 
detect gases which many times are 
evident before smoke or flames appear 
at the early stages of a fire. 

When shopping for a detector, it is 
most important to consider the type 
of protection offered rather than the 
cost. Detector units are either battery 
powered or electrically operated from 
a 12-volt power source. 

When selecting a plug-in unit, it is 
important to remember that some fires 
are electrically oriented. Should the 

power to the unit be interrupted, the 
alarm would not sound. With a battery 
unit, the batteries should be changed 
at least once a year to insure proper 
alarm functioning. 

Underwriter’s Laboratories (UL) 
and Factor Mutual (FM) are nationally 
recognized by the Fire Protection 
Engineering Profession for testing of 
fire devices. Be sure to look for these 
approval marks on the equipment you 
might purchase. 

Here are a few eye-opening statistics 
on fire. About 7,500 fires occur in this 
country every day—that’s about one 
fire every 45 seconds and one life 
every 44 minutes. Homeowners 
average one fire every 12 years—over 
two million people are seriously 
burned each year. 

If that isn’t enough, there’s one 
more shocker. Twelve percent of fatal 
home fires occur between midnight 
and 6 a.m.—when you are asleep. 

Research of tragic experiences has 
indicated that without prompt fire 
detection and quick alert of 
occupants, the critical margin of 
escape time decreases considerably. 

Reliable detecting units can detect 
fires and alert people to the danger 
before injury or death occurs. Contact 
your Cooperative’s Member Service 
Department for further details on the 
merits of a smoke detector for your 
home. The cost of these detector units 
is reasonable—a very small price to pay 
for your safety and that of your 
family. 
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hear Goiren 
for Century 

Characterizing the program as one j 

which could “potentially 

revolutionize food production as we 

know it,” Governor James Thompson 

told over 330 persons attending the 

Illinois Agriculture Legislative Break¬ 

fast in March that he had recom¬ 

mended fiscal year 1978 commitment 

of $3.7-million to a program which 

will cost about $36-million during the 

next two years. 

The Governor said the “Food for 

Century III” project “is to build the 

facilities that are necessary for 

expanded research efforts in the field 

of agriculture —research efforts ! 

directed toward increasing the overall * 

productivity of agriculture.” ! 

The annual breakfast is sponsored | 

by 32 commodity groups, including 

the Association of Illinois Electric 

Cooperatives. 

Noting that agricultural programs, 

services and research are closely tied to 

colleges and universities, the Governor 

pointed out that many people still 

think of agriculture in the context of 

the classical dirt farmer of several 

decades ago, buying seed, planting it, 

reaping the crop and hauling it to j 

market. 

“Yet we know that the tremendous i 

crop yields that result year after year 

are tied directly to research advances,” 

the Governor said, “and we also know 

that farming, therefore, involves a 

continuing education aspect for I 

farmers. This education occurs 

directly through the Cooperative 

Extension Service of land-grant ! 

universities and state agricultural 

experiment stations. 

“Also, there is a need for 1 

professionals in the agriculture fields, 

such as the specialists involved in 

providing services to farming or 1 

running agriculture-related industries,” ; 

he said. 

Funds for a new veterinary 

medicine basic sciences building and 

an agricultural engineering building at 

the University of Illinois at Urbana- 
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Agriculture leaders 

Governor James Thompson talks with Senator John L. Knuppel, Virginia, left, 

and Senator Thomas C. Hynes, Chicago. Knuppel is chairman of the Senate 

Agriculture, Conservation and Energy Committee and Hynes is President of the 

Senate and Majority Leader. At the far right is Sid Hutchcraft, executive vice 

president of the Illinois Pork Producers Association, who served as master of 
ceremonies. 

Robert W. Vender Pluym, left, manager of Clinton County Electric Cooperative, 

Breese, and Representative Dwight Friedrich, Centralia, discuss matters of 

interest to lawmakers and agriculture leaders. 



Wickes Buildings 

 huil 
Soinany~. 

Who else but Wickes Buildings has 
erected so many beautiful new garages, 

workshops and utility storage 
buildings for so many thousands 

of satisfied customers. Every 
one an attractive, professionally- 

engineered structure, built 
to strict quality standards by skilled 

Wickes Buildings crews. Rugged, dependable 
poleframe construction with maintenance-free 

exteriors of color steel or aluminum. Attractively priced 
of extended payment plans for qualified buyers. 

RURAL AMERICA’S LEADING BUILDER OF 
riLITY STORAGE BUILDINGS, GARAGES AND WORKSHOPS 

ILLINOIS Box 548, Galesburg (309) 342-3416 
Box 336, Gilman (815) 265-7257 
Box 9, Mendota (815) 539-9325 

MAY, 1977 

Box 1142, Mt. Vernon (618) 756-2347 
Box 117, Taylorville (217) 824-9851 

Call Collect or Mail Coupon Today 

Name 

Address 
County 

State Phone 
IR589 

w Wickes Buildings 
A Division of The Wickes Corporation 



Across the 
Manager’s Desk 

By William F. Hanback 

E 3 
i 

The Hidden Danger of Lifeline Rates 

“Lifeline retail electric rates are a topic which will be 
discussed in many circles in the near future and probably 
for a long time to come. There have been at least two bills 
introduced in the 80th General Assembly now in session in 
Springfield. The two bills are HB 83 and HB 311. The 
Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives, on behalf of 
all Illinois electric cooperatives, is opposing these bills. 

I would like to explain the reasons why the state 
association is opposing lifeline rates. Lifeline rate is a term 
used to identify a special low rate for a small block of 
electric energy like the first 500 kilowatt-hours per month 
which a member uses. 

Supporters of this concept equate low income and old 
age with low usage of electricity. This is not necessarily 
true. Many Illinois Rural Electric Co. members have low 
income and/or are considered elderly. A large percentage of 
these members use substantial amounts of electricity. These 
larger users of electricity would be caught by the increased 
rates for the electricity used in excess of the first 500 kwh’s 
which would have to be supplied at below cost rates. 

If the rate for the first 500 kwh’s is reduced possibly 
even below cost, the rate for those amounts over the lifeline 
threshold will definitely have to be raised because Illinois 
Rural Electric Co. does not have any other place to get 
revenue. Larger utilities that have industrial and commercial 
electric users are allowed to increase rates to those users to 
recover the loss, but Illinois Rural Electric Co. doesn’t have 
enough of these commercial-type users to recover any 
significant losses. Another consequence of the lifeline rate 
concept is that if rates are raised to commercial and 
industrial users, this will ultimately raise the cost of goods 
and services provided by them. This additional cost will 
eventually result in higher prices for the product or service, 
which in some cases I am certain, will be required by those 
with low incomes or the elderly. Thus, the lifeline rate does 
not benefit the needy or elderly whom it is designed to aid. 

The legislative intent or purpose of the lifeline bills is 
to provide for “basic necessities. . .and to encourage 
conservation of electrical power.” However, a National 
Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners (NARUC) 

study of lifeline rates reports, “The findings indicated that 
the low-income consumer is often a higher-than-average 
user of electricity.” The Federal Energy Administration 
(FEA), in a draft of its February, 1977, report to the 95th 
Congress, found with respect to lifeline rates only a 
probably slight reduction in total electricity consumption 
with “increased end-use consumption of oil and gas,” unfair 
cost allocation and inefficient resource allocation. It would 
seem logical that reducing the price of electricity, at any 
level, encourages its increased use. 

This leads to the question of which class of ratepayers 
is to bear the cost of lifeline rates. The low-income 
consumer, who is not necessarily the low-user of electricity, 
may pay more under lifeline rates than under present rates. 
A lifeline rate for electric space heating may increase the 
cost for all electric heating customers. 

The electric cooperatives of Illinois respectfully 
suggest that a viable alternative of lifeline retail electric 
rates is embodied in the concept of energy stamps. 

I feel the lifeline rate proposal is a social welfare 
program; it should be handled through federal welfare 
channels—the cost of which should be borne by all 
taxpayers, rather than discriminatorily borne by the other 
residential, commercial or industrial consumers of 
electricity. The lifeline rate concept of assistance to elderly, 
low-income consumers, who are not necessarily low-users of 
electricity, should be so designated as not to benefit high 
income, low-usage consumers. Such goals could best be 
accomplished through the use of energy stamps or some 
similar program. 

If you agree with the philosophy as expressed in this 
column, it would be well for you to tell your legislators 
before the lifeline bill is passed. This legislation affects you. 
If it is passed, your lifeline proposal could cost you more 
than what you presently pay for electric service. The choice 
is yours. 

Saving/ 
Sugga/tlon/ 

Keep your cool! Place your 
air-conditioning unit out of 
direct sunlight and keep 
drapes closed to prevent the 
sun’s heat from entering. 
Choose the correct size 
conditioner for the area to be 
cooled, don’t overcool and 
close off unused rooms. 
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Insulate Your Own Home 
Use 

Illinois Rural Electric Co.'s 
Credit Plan 

For Co-op Members Only 
Insulate Your Home Today and Pay for It in Simple Monthly Installments 

Rent a portable machine from Illinois Rural Electric 
Co.’s Member Service Department and pick up the 
insulation at a good price. 

In addition to saving on installation, you also will save 
on your electric bill. The machine rental charge is $5 per 
day. 

To determine how much insulation is needed, measure 
your attic space. For example if your attic is a 30 foot by 
40 foot, you have 1,200 square feet. 

That would require 50 of our 25-pound bags of 
insulation, for an R-value of 24 or 6V4 inches deep. 

Call today and get on the list for the machine and 
insulation. 

Don’t go through another freezing winter or blistering 
summer without your home being insulated. 

Store Hours 
7:30 A.M. -- 4:30 P.M. 

Monday - Friday, Except Holidays 

NEW 25 LB. BAG 

«R” THICKNESS COVERAGE LBS. PER 
SQ. FT. 

13 3.5” 44 .57 
19 5.0” 31 .80 
24 6.5” 24 1.05 
32 

IT
fc 

00 19 1.33 
40 10.5” 14 1.82 

sidewall 3.5” 31 .94 
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BRIM SLATS INC. 

MFC. OF PRECAST CONCRETE 
y-ynnTN HOG & CATTLE SLATS 

THREE PLANTS - 
- IND. & ILL. 

B—PHONE (217) 932-5231 
P. O. BOX 481 ROANOKE, ILL. 61561—PHONE (309) 923-2611 

P. O. BOX 116 FLORA, IND. 46929—PHONE (219) 967-4175 

PRICE: We're still giving you the most home 
for your money. Ask our thousands of satis¬ 
fied buyers. You always get the lowest pos¬ 
sible prices from President! 
MATERIALS: President Homes are con¬ 
structed of top quality, nationally known 
materials. You're going to live in your home 
a long time; you need a builder that will 
never compromise on quality — President! 

FINANCING: These days, low prices aren't 
enough — we offer immediate, low-cost 
financing for a home you can own free and 
clear in 10 years! 
SERVICE: Your home will be built by experi¬ 
enced craftsmen —home oonstruction special¬ 
ists whoquicklyturnyourplansoroneof ours 
into a quality home you'll be proud to own! 
P.M.F.S. - PRESIDENT HOMES MAKES 

THE DIFFERENCE! 

Learn how you can save 
SI.OOO's on your new home. 
Send for full color catalog 

NAME 

ADDRESS 
PRESIDENT HOMES. 
4808 N LILAC DR , 
MINNEAPOLIS. MINN. 
55429 (612)537-3622 

TOWN STATE 

ZIP PHONE 
□ I own a lot □ l can gel a lot We would like to be in our new home by IL-30 

Write for your local Illinois President Homes Representative. 

PRESIDENT HOMES 
ICUSTOM BUILT PRE-CUT HOMES ... OUR ONLY BUSINESS I 

Home 
weatherization 
loans 

(continued from page 5) 

Shuman, a member of Coles-Moultrie 
Electric Cooperative, Mattoon, told 
Illinois cooperative leaders, “We in the 
FmHA are very enthusiastic about this 
new loan program. We have had a 
weatherization loan program, but to 
be frank, we have not been effective.” 
He said FmHA expects the new 
system, working through the electric 
cooperatives, to effectively reach rural 
residents who need help to finance 
weatherization of their homes. 

’’This will cost the cooperative time 
and money,” Shuman said, “but it will 
make for a better living standard in 
rural America.” He urged cooperative 
personnel to contact his office or any 
one of the 42 county FmHA offices in 
Illinois if additional information is 
needed by local boards of directors 
who must decide on program partici¬ 
pation. 

Jim Tucker, FmHA housing chief in 
Illinois, cautioned that not all coop¬ 
erative members would be eligible to 
participate in the loan program even if 
they meet FmHA ownership and 
income standards. Under federal law, 
FmHA loan funds cannot be used for 
improvements on property located 
within metropolitan areas or in certain 
other densely populated areas. Tucker 
said each participating cooperative 
would be given a map outlining areas 
outside the FmHA loan-making 
authority. 

In order to qualify for a home 
weatherization loan of up to a 
maximum of $1,500, a borrower must 
be a member of a participating electric 
cooperative and must certify that he 
owns the property to be improved and 
that he has an adjusted family income 
of no more than $15,600. The coop¬ 
erative will process the one-page loan 
application, assist its members in 
contracting for the weatherization 
work to be performed and obtain the 
loan funds from the FmHA for dis¬ 
bursement to the member. The 
member will repay the loan plus 
interest over a period of up to five 
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FOUR for the Money and 
Ready to Go.. 

The new Value-Master line from Wickes 
Buildings. A big breakthrough in engineered 
poleframe construction. A price break¬ 
through, too. Four popular size farm 
buildings—genuine Wickes Buildings qual¬ 
ity throughout—now available at basic, new 
low prices. Each one pre-engineered for fast, 
efficient construction at the job site by skilled 
Wickes crews. No waste time, no waste mate¬ 
rials. Just solid value, from the ground up. 
Don’t settle for less. Don’t pay more. 

w Wickes Buildings 
A Division of The Wickes Corporation 

4 popular size buildings, 
Pre-engineered to go up fast. 

Specially priced to move! 

Galesburg, Illinois, Box 548 • (309) 342-3416 

Gilman, Illinois, Box 336 • (815) 265-7257 

Mendota, Illinois, Box 9 • (815) 539-9325 

Mt. Vernon, Illinois, Box 1142 • (618) 756-2347 

Taylorville, Illinois, Box 117 . (217) 824-9851 

Call collect or mail coupon today 

Name  

Address . 

Town  

County , 

Zip  

. State 

Phone 
IFK>82 

JUNE 1977 



High Line News 
V ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC CO. 217-742-3128 WINCHESTER. ILLINOIS J 

Plan Now to Attend. 

Illinois Rural Electric Co/s 

Annual Meeting 

Friday, July 8 
- Scott County 4-H Fairgrounds - 

Winchester 

40 inch Hotpoint Electric Range given 

away at 3:45 P.M. 

by Hotpoint Co. and 

Illinois Rural Electric Co. 

FREE FREE FREE FREE 

"EARL/ BIRD AWARD t iotpjortrvJr 

PORTABLE 
DISHWASHER 

(Drawing at 10:00 a. m.) 

BUSINESS MEETING: 
(In the Morning) 

Election of Directors 
Progress Reports 

LUNCH- 
AVAILABLE 

ON THE 
GROUNDS 

DRAWINGS FOR 

FREE PRIZES 

FROM EXHIBITORS & 

IREC 
ALL DAY LONGI 

Fairgrounds 
Exhibits 

Farm Automation 
Equipment 

Grain Drying 
Equipment 

Material Handling 
Equipment 

Heating — Cooling 
Systems 

Home Appliance & 
Entertainment 

Equipment 

Illinois Country Opry 
12 Country Artists in All! 
Two Nashville Recording Artists 

COUNTRY MUSIC - BLUEGRASS MUSIC - COMEDY 
FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE 

Jack Lewis Carlotta Gail 

Paul Lewis 

Phil Decker Pam Gilbert 

Country Giants 
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‘Efficient Power For Farming" 

Illinois Rural Electric Co. 
Winchester, Illinois 62694 - Phone 217/742*3128 

Officers and Directors 
V. T. Parks, President 
Ruel Becker, Vice President 
Howard Hurrelbrlnk, Treasurer 
Daniel G. McLaughlin, Assistant Treasurer 
Harvey Vortman, Secretary 
Glen Pulliam, Assistant Secretary 

Directors 
James T. Brannan 
Floyd Freesmeyer, Sr. 
William Griswold 
Ronald K. Myers 
J. M. Sapp 

Your Invitation to the Annual Meeting 
Dear Member: 

The board of directors join me in extending to you an invitation to attend our big 39th Annual 
Meeting and Electrical Fair to be held at the Scott County 4-H Fair Association Building, Winchester, 
starting at 10 a.m., D.S.T., July 8, 1977. 

There will be country and western entertainment on stage throughout the day. 

We hope that each of you will find time to come to our Annual Meeting this year, so that by your 
interest and cooperation we directors, who have tried in the past year to guide your cooperative, will 
find that you are backing us up. It will be a chance to meet old friends and acquaintances and, in 
general, have a good time. 

Around July 1, you will receive the program of the meeting. On the back cover, you’ll find a 
registration card which will save you time and possibly eliminate standing in line to register Annual 
Meeting day. 

We’re hoping to see you! 

Sincerely, 

V. T. Parks, President 



sola 

Among the several facets of 
. President Carter’s energy program 

is his emphasis on conservation as a 
means of meeting the nation’s energy 
demands. The President has included 
increased use of solar energy as an 
integral part of this conservation 
effort. 

There is a provision in his program 
for tax credits to homeowners who 
install solar equipment, an incentive 
which should lead to increased 
demand for solar energy systems. 

But, the increase in the demand for 
solar energy may also bring the 
charlatan and the fly-by-night installer. 
While most of the installers are honest 
and competent, many still do not 
know exactly what may be needed for 
your particular situation. The field is 
new and there are no really firm 
standards as yet. 

However, there are some things you 
can do to protect yourself if you do 
decide to go solar shopping. 

First, check with your electric coop¬ 
erative or your state homebuilders 
association to assist in locating a 
reputable, knowledgable contractor, 
and get in touch with your county 
extension office, which also may be a 
source of useful data. 

Then, know what you can expect 
from your solar apparatus. One Illinois 
resident installed 60 square feet of flat 
plate collectors in his yard and was 
disappointed that the unit would not 
heat his entire house. Actually, such a 
solar array could be reasonably 
expected to heat a 180- to 240-square- 
foot area, provided the space was well 
insulated and the collectors are fairly 
efficient. 

Flat plate collectors—the most 
common, least expensive kind—collect 
low-yield heat. To make them work 

for you, you will need a large volume, 
and to get a large volume, you will 
need a large collection area. 

If you expect to heat your entire 

home on sunny winter days, you will 
need a collector array about one- 
fourth to one-third as large as the floor 
area of your house. In other words, to 
heat a 1,500-square-foot home, you 
will need 375 to 500 square feet of 
collector panels. If a contractor tries 
to sell you a small array, ask him how 
big a percentage of your heating needs 
it can fill. 

Solar’s low-yield heat brings on 
another problem: insulation. 
Electrically heated homes need a lot of 
insulation, but solar-heated homes 
need more yet. Before a builder can 
tell you how much collector area you 
need for an existing home, he will 
need to know how much insulation 
you have in your home. Chances are it 
will not be enough. Solar-heated 
homes need to be heavily insulated 
and tightly-sealed. Some authorities 
are recommending 18 inches of 
insulation in the attic of a solar-heated 
home, with proportionate amounts in 
the walls and floor. 

The gist of all this is that if a 
contractor tells you what to expect 
from a solar furnace without doing a 
thorough heat loss study of your 
home, be wary. He will need a lot of 
data before he can make any 
predictions. 

If he tells you he can heat your 
home with a tiny flat plate collector, 

take his promise with a grain of salt. It 
cannot be done. 

A small collector can, however, do 
part of the job. Still, you will need to 
know exactly what you want, and 
realize that a system that will provide 
all your winter heat would cost a lot 
of money, both fot collectors, and for 
storage, which is necessary for sunless 
days. A solar collection system which 
is usable only for space heating, will 
probably cost you in the 
neighborhood of $20 per square foot 
of collector area, including 
installation, controls, and a storage 
system. Prices are expected to come 
down gradually in the future. 

Most systems are built around a 
water or air heat transfer system. For 
an air system, hot air is blown over 
gravel, which absorbs the heat from 
the collector panels and stores it for 
later use. For a couple of days of 
heating, in the event the sun refuses to 
shine, you will need about one cubic 
foot of rock for each two square feet 
of collector area. A water storage unit 
needs a smaller amount of storage than 
a gravel bed. A cubic foot of water will 
usually do the same job as two and a 
half cubic feet of gravel. Storage tanks 
must be very heavily insulated to be 
really useful. Check with your 
contractor to determine how much 
insulation he installs around the 
storage medium. A poor job here may 
indicate a lack of good engineering. 

Still, how well your storage medium 
holds usable heat will depend on many 
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Introducing our new VALU-MASTER line 

- 

   I  

54x60 
(off-peak) 

• - " 
: 

FOUR for the Money; and 
Ready to Go... 

The new Value-Master line from Wickes Build¬ 
ings. A big breakthrough in engineered poleframe 
construction. A price breakthrough, too. Four popular 
size farm buildings—genuine Wickes Buildings qual¬ 
ity throughout—now available at basic, new low 
prices. Each one pre-engineered for fast, efficient con¬ 
struction at the job site by skilled Wickes crews. No 
waste time, no waste materials. Just solid value, from 
the ground up. Don’t settle for less. Don’t pay more. 

W Wickes Buildings 
A Division of The Wickes Corporation 

4 popular size buildings, 
Pre* engineered to go up fast. 
Specially priced to move! 

Call collect or mail coupon today 

Illinois Galesburg, Box 548 (309) 342-3416 

Mendota, Box 9 (815) 539-9325 

Gilman, Box 336 (815) 265-7257 

Mt. Vernon, Box 1142 (618) 756-2347 

Taylorville, Box 117 (217) 824-9851 

Name 

Address. 

Town _ 

County. 

Zip  

.State. 

.Phone. 
IR782 



Across the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Robert E. Gant 

Attic Ventilation 
During a normal summer day, attic temperatures can 

often reach 150 degrees or more! This excessively hot air 
acts just like a furnace in your attic. Hot air trapped in your 
attic will penetrate downward into the living and sleeping 
areas and it will keep the entire house uncomfortably warm 
both day and night. A superheated attic not only makes 
your home uncomfortable but presents a hazardous fire 
condition. 

What’s the answer then? 
An attic cooling fan can be easily installed in any 

home, old or new. It is thermostatically controlled for 
convenient, completely automatic operation. An attic 
cooling fan also reduces the possibility of spontaneous 
combustion in attic — protects roof sheathing, shingles, 
insulation, etc., against premature deterioration caused by 
excessive heat. 

Your whole house stays cooler, more comfortable day 
and night. It also can reduce your air conditioning load as 
much as 30 percent. This helps to save electricity. 
Electricity is too good to waste. 
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Last Winter’s Electric 
Bills Should Be All the 
Incentive Ybu Need 
to Get Serious About 
Energy Conservation 

If last winter's severe temperatures and high heating costs 
convinced you of the need for serious energy management around 
your house, don't wait until summer is over to do something about it. 

Proper insulation that could have saved you money last winter can 
still save you money cooling your home this summer — if you install 
now. 

In Illinois, generally recommended insulation levels are R-30 or 
more in ceilings and R-19 in walls and floors. Adequate insulation 
provides the most significant money savings that you can achieve on 
home heating and cooling costs. Frequently, homeowners find that 
insulation pays for itself in energy savings within three to five years. 

Illinois Rural Electric Co. urges you to implement energy 
conservation measures. Proper insulation will effectively prevent 
energy waste and will save you money on your energy bills. 

Efficient use of electricity IS energy conservation. Use energy 
wisely. 

Do you see the light? Fluorescent tubes are more 
economical than incandescent bulbs. For example, a 
40-watt tube produces more light than a 100-watt bulb at 
half the energy cost—and the tube will last seven to 10 
times longer than the bulb! 

BEWARE OF OVERHEAD LINES 

*4 ✓ 

House Moving Tree Spraying 

Energy 
Conservation 
Now 

The energy crisis is still a reality. It’s 
a problem which the Electric Coop¬ 
eratives of Illinois and other power 
suppliers battle daily in their 
endeavors to satisfy the energy 
requirements of consumers. 

It’s our job to make sure electric 
energy is always available when you 
need it. It’s your responsibility to 
make the best possible use of energy 
. . .every day. As a reminder of these 
roles in energy management, a new 
symbol is being introduced. 

Three important elements for 
successful energy management make 
up the symbol—C for conservation; E 
-for energy, and a strong inward¬ 
pointing arrow representing the 
immediate need for conservation of 
our energy resources and focusing 
consumer attention on our nation’s 
heavy dependence on energy. 

Efficient use of electricity IS energy 
conservation. . .use energy wisely. 
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Newman 
named 
Soyland mana 

Stark Bro's Nurseries and Orchards Co.. 
Box A10377, Louisiana. Mo. 63353 

Choose from the world's finest selection 
of fruit trees. Grow your own fresh 
apples, peaches, pears, cherries, and 
nectarines for favorite desserts, 
canning, or eating right off the trees. 
Also.have full-size, full-of-flavor fruit 
on trees that reach only 8- to 10-feet 
tall with Stark Bro’s amazing dwarf- 
size trees. 

Every variety tested and proven. 
Choose from fruit trees, shade and nut 
trees, bulbs, shrubs, berries, 
award-winning roses, and ornamentals. 

Fold here. Glue or tape all sides and mail today. No stamp needed. 

No stamp needed. 
Send for free catalog today. 

»si® Free catalog gives full information you 
need to select the varieties you want. 
Also, free growing guide with every 
order helps you get professional results, 
even if you’ve never grown anything 
before. Stark Trees Bear Fruit Since 1816. 

Mr. 
Mrs. 
Miss 

City 

(Please Print) A10377 

Zip. 

Fold here. Glue or tape all sides and mail today. No stamp needed. 

FIRST CLASS 
Permit No. 1 

Sec. 34.9P.L.& R. 
Louisiana, Mo. 

BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 
No Postage Stamp Necessary 
If Mailed In The United States 

Postage Will Be Paid By 

Stark Bro’s Nurseries 
Box A10377 

Louisiana, Missouri 63353 

Royal B. Newman, former exec¬ 

utive director of the Florida 

Keys Aqueduct Authority, Key West, 

Florida, is the new general manager of 

Soyland Power Cooperative, Inc. 

Announcement of the appointment 

was made by Soyland President Walter 

R. Smith of Champaign, manager of 

Illini Electric Cooperative. 

The cooperative, which will be 

headquartered at Decatur, was reor¬ 

ganized in 1974 to provide the bulk 

power requirements for 15 central and 

south central Illinois electric distri¬ 

bution cooperatives. The power coop¬ 

erative has entered into an agreement 

with Illinois Power Company to 

purchase and acquire 10.5 percent 

ownership of IP’s Nuclear Clinton 

Power Station, now under con¬ 

struction near Clinton, Illinois. 

Soy land’s cost is estimated at $ 190- 

million. 

As general manager of Soyland, 

Newman will be responsible for the 

cooperative’s overall operations, nego¬ 

tiations and for assisting the 15 

member-systems in securing, through 

purchase or self-generation, an 

adequate supply of power to meet the 

needs of the nearly 100,000 member- 

consumers served by the cooperatives. 

Consumers of the 15 member- 

cooperatives are currently using 1.5 

billion kilowatt-hours (kwh) annually. 

Power costs for the 15 cooperatives 

last year exceeded $16.8-million. 

An electrical engineer with degrees 

from Auburn Community College and 

Syracuse University, Newman’s 

professional experience includes 

serving as executive director/chief 

engineer for the Virgin Islands Water 

and Power Authority from 1971 to 

1975 and five years as utility director/ 

project manager for the City of Lodi, 

California. 

In addition to his 20 years 

experience in power and water 

administration, operation, engineering, 
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Geothermal Energy 
This is another in a series of 

questions and answers about specific 
energy problems and opportunities. 
They were prepared by the Electric 
Power Research Institute in 
cooperation with the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association. 

Q: What is geothermal energy? 
A: It’s the natural steam, hot water 

and very hot rock inside the earth 
that is shallow enough to be tapped 
for generating electricity and other 
uses, such as heating buildings. 

Q: How much geothermal energy do 
we have in the United States? 

A: The U.S. Geological Survey 
estimates there is enough geo¬ 
thermal energy at practical depths 
beneath the earth’s surface to 
generate electricity at present rates 
of use for the next hundred years. 
But we won’t get even a fraction of 
that potential unless we solve some 
very tricky economic and tech¬ 
nological problems. 

Q: How much electric power are we 
generating from geothermal sources 
today? 

A: About one-tenth of one percent of 
U.S. capacity is from geothermal 
sources, all of which comes from a 
stream field at the Geysers in 
northern California. 

Q: Why haven’t we exploited more of 
the potential? 

A: The Geysers is the only place in 
America where we’ve found dry 
steam that can be commercially 
developed. Geothermal steam is 

very economical because it is just 
piped from the ground into 
turbines. Geothermal hot water 
systems are more complex and 
maintenance is costly because the 
water is so full of dissolved 
minerals. 

Q: How important are the various 
forms of geothermal energy? 

A: Natural stream, which is so easy to 
use, represents less than one per¬ 
cent of the potential. Hot water 
accounts for another 10 percent. 
Geopressured water, which 
contains dissolved methane gas as 
well as hot water, represents 20 
percent. Hot rock represents about 
70 percent of total geothermal 
potential. 

Q: Why aren’t we getting more energy 
from hot water, geopressure and 
hot rock? 

A: We’re not sure of the economics of 
extracting energy from hot water 
and geopressure systems, and new 
technology is required for hot rock 
systems. The future of these geo¬ 
thermal sources will depend on 
how successful we are in bringing 
the cost of producing electricity 
from them down to compete with 
other fuels. We also are looking at 
them as direct sources of heat. 

Q: How much research is being 
conducted? 

A: The U.S. Energy Research and 
Development Administration 
(ERDA) is spending about 
$400-million over the next five or 
six years. The electric utilities 
together are planning to invest 

some $2-billion in commercial geo¬ 
thermal development over the next 
decade if the basic technical 
problems are resolved and the 
economics are competitive. For 
example, rural electric cooperatives 
for several years have been involved 
in the Raft River experimental geo¬ 
thermal project in Idaho, partially 
funded by ERDA. 

Q: Are there any other problems 
besides economics and basic tech¬ 
nology? 

A: Yes, there is a pollution problem 
with contaminants in some steam 
and hot water systems, but that can 
be handled. 

Q: Is geothermal energy found all over 
the nation? 

A: If you go deep enough, there’s hot 
rock all over the world. But within 
reach of present drilling methods 
and within the bounds of anti¬ 
cipated economics, usable geo¬ 
thermal areas are concentrated in 
the western states, Alaska, Hawaii 
and along the Gulf Coast. 

Q: Given all the problems that still 
must be solved, how much of our 
electric power is likely to come 
from geothermal sources in the 
year 2000? 

A: It could be as high as five percent 
or less than one percent. The actual 
amount will depend on how rapidly 
existing hot water fields can be 
developed and how successful we 
are in developing new technology 
that makes geothermal energy 
forms economically competitive 
with other fuels. 
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V ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC CO. 217-742-3128 WINCHESTER, ILLINOIS J 

High Line News 

IREC meeting has someth 

Speakers, music and elections were 
part of the festivities at the 39th 

Annual Meeting of your cooperative, 
and some of the participants are 
pictured on these pages. Above, 

President V. T. Parks speaks to the 
audience. Top left. The Illinois 

Country Opry. Top center, the newly 
reelected officers are, seated from left: 

Parks, president; Rue! Becker, vice 
president; Harvey Vortman, secretary; 

and Howard Hurrelbrink, treasurer. 
Standing are: R. E. (Ed) Gant, 

manager of the cooperative; Daniel G. 
McLaughlin, assistant treasurer; and 

Glen R. Pulliam, assistant secretary. At 
far right, Gant addresses the meeting. 

Catfish bubbled in big outdoor 
cookers, children wandered the 
grounds, exhibitors displayed products 
and services, and speakers talked to 
their audiences. The weather was hot 
and held the promise—later fulfilled— 
of a summer shower. 

All in all, it looked like a small 
county fair, and in fact it almost 
could have been. But it was the 39th 
annual meeting of the Illinois Rural 
Electric Company, and the fair-like 
atmosphere came only partly from the 
fact that it was held at the Scott 
County Fairgrounds in Winchester. 
The all-day event was as well-attended 
as any small fair could hope to be, and 
featured everything but the crop and 
livestock displays. Entertainment for 
the July 8 event was provided by the 
Illinois Country Opry of Petersburg. 

Amid the fun, food and festivities, 
there was an important business 
meeting, and it drew a lot of attention. 

President V. T. Parks addressed the 
group, saying, “If we are to have 
adequate supplies of electric energy, 
we must attack the energy problem by 
developing additional power supplies.” 

Parks, speaking to some 800 persons 
attending, noted that the cooperative 
is part of the Western Illinois Power 
Cooperative, which supplies electricity 
to Illinois Rural and six other electric 
cooperatives and that at present there 
is no real concern about the 
availability of power. “WIPCO has 
purchased 98 megawatts of the nuclear 
generating plant being built by the 
Illinois Power Company at Clinton, 
Illinois, and we have a 22-megawatt 
coal-fired plant at Pearl. 
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for everyone 
“Costs,” he said, “could be kept 

down if government regulations were 
eased and the Pearl plant permitted to 
burn Illinois coal without restrictions. 

“Illinois has one of the largest 
deposits of coal in the country, but we 
are not allowed to use this cheaper 
source of energy to generate electricity 
without the use of expensive and 
unreliable scrubbers. We could bring in 
cleaner-burning western coal,” he 
continued, “but the cost of freight 
added to the cost of coal makes this an 
expensive source of energy. 

“Even with our own sources of 
power, we do not anticipate any 
decrease in the cost of electricity,” 
Parks said, “because the high cost of 
energy has become an economic fact 
of life. I urge you to carefully 
weatherize your homes, and conserve 

AUGUST, 1977 

electricity as best you can, because 
that is where you can keep your costs 
down.” 

Robert E. “Ed” Gant, Illinois 
Rural’s manager, outlined the coop¬ 
erative’s activities for the past year. 
“We purchased 102,969,920 kilowatt- 
hours of electricity from our supplier 
for delivery to member-consumers. 
That is an increase of 6.25 percent 
over last year.” He noted also that the 
cooperative had gained a total of 251 
new members, and had added about 
16 miles of line to serve them. 

“Our line crews have been main¬ 
taining and will continue to maintain 
the cooperative’s distribution system 
in the best possible condition. Some of 
this system in service is over 39 years 
old. Problems concern not only the 
age of the hardware, but also main¬ 
taining the right-of-way from growth 
of brush and trees. 

“As we look back in 1976,” Gant 
said, “your cooperative has had a 
profitable year. We completed the first 
year of a two-year work plan for 
system improvements. Our wholesale 
power supplier has furthered plans for 

nuclear generation and wheeling 
arrangements with Illinois Power 
Company that will insure an adequate 
supply of power at the lowest possible 
cost, and our planned construction 
and maintenance program will result in 
providing adequate capacity and the 
best possible continuity and quality of 
service to you,” he concluded. 

During his report to the coop¬ 
erative’s member-owners, Treasurer 
Howard Hurrelbrink of Winchester 
noted that Illinois Rural had revenues 
during 1976 of $4.3 million, while 
wholesale power costs totaled $2.5 
million, up from $2.1 million in 1975. 
His report also noted that operating 
margins, funds that become members’ 
patronage capital, increased from 
$191,556 last year to $244,760 this 
year, while taxes paid by the coop¬ 
erative increased from $267,213 to 
$295,365. 

In the election of the cooperative’s 
governing board, members reelected all 
11 directors to serve additional 
one-year terms. In addition to Parks 
and Hurrelbrink, directors are Ruel 
Becker of Jacksonville, Harvey L. 
Vortman of Bluffs, Glen R. Pulliam of 
Kinderhook, Daniel G. McLaughlin of 
Hillview, James T. Brannan of Eldred, 
Floyd Freesmeyer Sr. of Hamburg, 
William Griswold of Rockbridge, 
Ronald K. Myers of Griggsville and J. 
M. Sapp of Pleasant Hill. 

At a reorganizational meeting of the 
board of directors, board members 
reelected Parks president; Becker, vice 
president; Vortman, secretary; Hurrel¬ 
brink, treasurer; Pulliam, assistant 
secretary, and McLaughlin, assistant 
treasurer. 
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This is another in a series of articles 
designed to help you save money 
through the wise and careful use of 
electricity. 

Most of your utility bills will go for 
comfort conditioning, and that’s 
where you can effect your greatest 
savings. If you’ve weather-stripped 
your home and insulated it, you’ll 
have taken a big step in keeping your 
bills down. 

Water heating is next, and after that 
your savings will come in grudging 
little nibbles, but there are still many 
ways you can save energy around the 
house as you cook, wash clothes and 
do the dishes. 

Of course, food preparation takes 
energy, and you can save by making 
sure your refrigerator and freezer are 
in good condition, especially the door 
gaskets. Close a piece of paper in the 
door and try to pull it out. If it slips 
out easily, your gaskets need replace¬ 
ment. You can save a little, too, by 
opening the doors as few times as 
possible, and a little more by 
defrosting regularly. It is wise to 
vacuum your refrigerator/freezer coils 
occasionally, making sure to unplug 
the appliance before poking around 
with the crevice cleaner. The coils are 
usually attached to the back of a 
refrigerator, or in the bottom section. 

The kitchen range is another place 
where small savings can add up to big 
annual savings. Be sure to cook on 
elements that are about the same size 
as the pan, and certainly no larger. 
Incidentally, glass or ceramic cook¬ 
ware is a little more efficient than 
metal. Use a tight-fitting lid, unless the 

recipe calls for cooking uncovered, and 
shut the unit off a few minutes before 
the food is completely cooked. 
Residual heat will do the rest. 

Ovens take a lot of current. For that 
reason, you’ll be wise to use your oven 
efficiently, and bake an entire oven 
full of food at a time. You can store 
the rest for later use, being sure to 
cool it to room temperature before 
placing it in a freezer or refrigerator. 
Or, if you have a small countertop 
oven, it is more efficient—if you can 
only bake one item anyway—to bake it 
in the smaller unit. 

Probably one of the biggest 
mistakes people make in baking is 
peeking. When you open the oven 
door, as much as a quarter of the heat 
is lost, the thermostat signals for more, 
and the oven’s heating element pulls 
additional current. Cook by time and 

temperature! Be sure to preheat only a 
few minutes, and you can turn the 
oven off a few minutes before the 
cooking time is up. With a large roast, 
you can shut the oven off as much as 
30 minutes before cooking time is up, 
if you can resist the temptation to 
peek. 

These energy conservation measures 
won’t spell the difference between 
wealth and poverty, but they will save 
you a few dollars a year, and they’ll 
help conserve valuable natural 
resources, too. 

To: A.I.E.C. Member Services Department 
P.O. Box 3787 
Springfield, Illinois 62708 

Please mail me copies of the publication 

“Money Saved... Or Up The Chimney” 
(For each copy, enclose $2.00 to cover the cost of the book and 
postage and handling.) 

Please Print Name  
Mailing Address    
City State Zip. 
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Light 

aircraft repair 

is his 

enjoyable work 

(Continued from page 5) 

have anybody who can do recovers on 
the older fabric-covered planes, and I 
love the heck out of that kind of 
work. I kind of got into it as a fun 
hobby,” he says,” adding, ‘‘I really 
enjoy doing the very kind of work 
they don’t want to be bothered with.” 

Max is expanding his operation 
slowly, working on the hangar or 
airfield, as his work load permits or 
requires. “At first I kept all the planes 
I was working on in the hangar, but 
there got to be too many, so I put a 
couple of tiedowns outside. When I get 
more airplanes than I have space for, I 
go out and put in another tiedown. 

“I’ve got a set of plans for installing 
runway lights,” he says, “and I hope 
to do that soon, and I’ll have a fuel 
setup in the very near future, too.” 

Max notes that interest in aviation 
seems to be picking up in Brown 
County. “As far as I can tell, there are 
about 15 5 light plane owners in Brown 
County and the adjoining counties,” 
he says, “and that number’s increasing 
every day. There’s an awful lot of 
interest in aviation around here, and I 
think my shop has helped spark it 
because it exposes many local people 
to avaition. Many of them had never 
really become interested before 
because they had never thought about 
it. 

“There are a lot of people who get 
almost a fever when they get around 
airplanes,” he says “and that seems to 
be what’s happening here. There’s even 
talk about a flying club, where people 
will be able to go in together to buy an 
airplane and take flight instruction.” 

It looks as though grass roots 
aviation is taking off in Brown 
County. 

&OUR portsman 
The building that has everything 
for the Man who has 
everything! Plenty of floor and wall space for 

workshop or hobby area. 

■ Sliding track door in rear endwall 
permits straight-thru, in-or-out 
access for tall vehicles. 

■ Flexible door 
arrangements—endwalls, 
sidewalls, or both. 

■ High, wide sliding 
doors (IT 3” high) provide 
plenty of clearance for 
motorhomes, travel 
trailers, etc. 

Track door slides in front of overhead 
door, opens to full 15' width. 

■ Beautiful 
color exteriors, 

steel or aluminum 
—your choice. 

Walk-in service door 
(3' wide x 6’ 8” high) 

i Standard-size overhead door for cars, 
boats, pick-up truck, etc. 

the Man in the Red Car! 
Find out how little it costs to have this beautiful, 
professionally engineered building erected on 
your land by our own skilled crews. Take your 
time paying for it too; no installment payments ’til 
January, 1978. 

W Wickes Buildings 
A Division of The Wickes Corporation 

ILLINOIS 
Box 548, Galesburg (309) 342-3416 
Box 9. Mendota (815) 539-9325 
Box 336, Gilman (815) 265-7257 
Box 1142, Mt, Vernon (618) 756-2347 
Box 117, Taylorville (217) 824-9851 

Mail coupon or call collect 

Cnunty 

State Phone 
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Across the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Robert E. Gant 

What's Missing 

from This Meter? 
Meter Seals Are Like Locks 

Seals which your cooperative places 
on each of its electric meters are the 
same as the locks on your doors. Your 
cooperative affixes these seals on 
meters to protect both the member- 
owner and the cooperative. Breaking 
the meter seal is the same as breaking a 
door lock, an illegal entry. AND, it is 
extremely dangerous to break a meter 
seal because wires located at the meter 
base are energized. Serious injury or 
electrocution could result if contact is 
made with these meter wires. 

Broken Seals 
Indicate Tampering 

When your cooperative’s personnel 
observe a meter without a seal or with 
a broken seal, they automatically 
suspect that the seal has been broken 
for the purpose of removing the 
electric meter. Your cooperative 
requires that special permission be 
obtained from the cooperative’s head¬ 
quarters office before a meter seal can 
be broken. Therefore, your coop¬ 
erative must assume that a meter 
found without a seal has been 
tampered with. 

Honest Members 
Pay the Bill 

Your cooperative is a nonprofit 
organization, owned and controlled by 

The Seal 

Is Gone 

its local members. One member taking 
electricity without paying for it 
contributes to the overall increase in 
the price of electricity for ALL 
members. Since your cooperative 
purchases its electricity from a power 
supplier and passes it on to members 
through its distribution system, the 
membership actually pays the real cost 
of providing electric service. Honest 
members who pay for their own 
electric energy use also pay the electric 
bills of dishonest members who 
tamper with meters or take electricity 
fraudulently by sending in meter 
readings showing less kilowatt-hours 
than were actually used. 

We believe that our members are 
honest. We need the help of the 
majority to police the small number of 
members who are not so honest. Any 
member who knows or learns of 

someone taking electricity 
fraudulently or tampering with one of 
the cooperative’s electric meters in 
order to steal electricity should 
contact the cooperative immediately 
so that the proper authorities can take 
action. 

Under Illinois statutes, a person 
who knowingly tampers with their 
electric meter in order to steal 
electricity is subject to criminal 
prosecution. 

Notify Your Cooperative 
If it becomes necessary for an 

electric meter to be removed, such as 
during initial hook-up for the safety 
disconnect below the meter or because 
of necessary wiring changes, you are 
responsible for notifying your coop¬ 
erative in advance. 
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Insulate Your Own Home 
Use 

Illinois Rural Electric Co.'s 
Credit Plan 

For Co-op Members Only 
Insulate Your Home Today and Pay for It in Simple Monthly Installments 

Rent a portable machine from Illinois Rural Electric 
Co.’s Member Service Department and pick up the 
insulation at a good price. 

In addition to saving on installation, you also will save 
on your electric bill. The machine rental charge is $5 per 
day. 

To determine how much insulation is needed, measure 
your attic space. For example if your attic is a 30 foot by 
40 foot, you have 1,200 square feet. 

That would require 50 of our 25-pound bags of 
insulation, for an R-value of 24 or 6V2 inches deep. 

Call today and get on the list for the machine and 
insulation. 

Don’t go through another freezing winter or blistering 
summer without your home being insulated. 

NEW 25 LB. BAG 

“R” THICKNESS COVERAGE LBS. PER 
SQ. FT. 

13 3.5” 44 .57 
19 5.0” 31 .80 
24 6.5” 24 1.05 
32 8.5” 19 1.33 
40 10.5” 14 1.82 

sidewall 3.5” 31 .94 

Store Hours 
7:30 A.M. - 4:30 P.M. 

Monday - Friday, Except Holidays 
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Above: Old farm equipment lines the 
walls of the Richards Farm 

Restaurant, and placemats carry a 
pictoral minihistory of barns in 

America. Richards notes that he spent 
countless hours searching for the 

artifacts for the walls, and that old 
siding from four barns went into the 

interior walls of the restaurant.At 
right: Gary and Diane go over the 

morning's receipts. 

For a long time, Gary and Diane 
Richards were bothered by the fact 

that they had no particular use for an 
old barn on their 100-acre farm near 
Casey in Clark County. They thought 
of several possible uses for the 
structure, but it was a while before 
they came up with just the right idea. 

“There were several old buildings on 
the place that we had torn down 
instead of fixing, and it really 
bothered me to let it go too, but it was 
a liability, just standing there,” he 
says. 

“For a long time we thought of 
converting it into a house,” the former 
junior high teacher relates, “and it 
would have made a great house, too, 
but that wouldn’t have made us any 
money.” 

Years ago, he says, he had thought 
of turning it into a teen center, “When 
I was young and crazy,” he laughs, but 

is no longer a liability 
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Joint NRECA-CFC 

committee 

(continued from page 11) 

award for its work with foreign 
participants during visits to the coop¬ 
erative. Wayne Laning, Mt. Sterling, 
Adams president, accepted the award 
on behalf of the cooperative. 

Searls also was a panelist during a 
general session discussion, “Coping 
with Conservation.” The Illinois 
NRECA Director, Raymond 
Rusteberg, Valmeyer, presided during 
the panel discussion. Robert Wagner, 
Burnside, District 5 CFC Director, 
presided during the CFC annual 
meeting. Wagner is a director of 
Western Illinois Electrical Coop., 
Carthage. 

Stanley Greathouse, Johnsonville, 
past president of the Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives and 
Illinois NRECA Director-elect, was 
named Region V Executive 
Committeeman. Greathouse is a 
director and vice president of Wayne- 
White Counties Electric Cooperative, 
Fairfield. 

Three Illinois women were active. 
Mrs. Iona Greathouse, Johnsonville, 
was introduced as the Region V Chair¬ 
woman, Mrs. Adeline Rusteberg, 
Valmeyer, was a member of the 
woman’s nominating committee. Mrs. 
Margie Mohrman, Camp Point, was 
reelected Region V Committeewoman 
on the NRECA Women’s Action 
Committee. 

The need for developing power 
supply capability to meet the require¬ 
ments of electric cooperatives was 
Illustrated by David A. Hamil, 
Administrator of the Rural Electri¬ 
fication Administration (REA). Hamil 
said a recent survey indicated that 
kilowatt-hour sales of electricity by 
electric cooperatives are rising at rates 
ranging from eight to 12 percent, 
compared to six to nine percent for 
commercial power companies. 

While urging electric cooperatives to 
continue their practice of energy 
conservation, Hamil went on to say, 
“Intensified conservation efforts alone 
are not enough to meet our electric 
energy needs.” He said electric coop¬ 
eratives should use all possible 

(continued on page 20) 
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^ OUR 
Sportsman 
The building that has everything 
for the Man who has 
everything! ■ Plenty of floor and wall space for 

workshop or hobby area. 

■ Sliding track door in rear endwall 
permits straight-thru, in-or-out 
access for tall vehicles. 

■ Flexible door 
arrangements—endwalls 
sidewalls, or both. 

■ High, wide sliding 
doors (11' 3" high) provide 
plenty of clearance for 
motorhomes, travel 
trailers, etc. 

■ Beautiful 
color exteriors, 

steel or aluminum 
—your choice. 

Walk-in service door 
(3' wide x 6' 8" high) 

■ Track door slides in front of overhead ■ Standard-size overhead door for cars, 
door, opens to full 15' width. boats, pick-up truck, etc. 

Find out how little it costs to have this beautiful, 
professionally engineered building erected on 
your land by our own skilled crews. Take your 
time paying for it too; no installment payments 'til 
January, 1978. 

W Wickes Buildings 
A Division of The Wickes Corporation 

Mail coupon or call collect 

ILLINOIS 
Box 548, Galesburg (309) 342-3416 
Box 9, Mendota (815) 539-9325 
Box 336, Gilman (815) 265-7257 
Box 1142, Mt. Vernon (618) 755-2347 
Box 117, Taylorville (217) 824-9851 

Name.    
Address  
Town County  
State Phone  

IR10 
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Across the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Robert E. Gant 

Illinois Rural Electric Co. 's specifications 

for a standby generator: 

If you have in the past purchased a standby generator 
or plan to do so in the future, to meet our specifications 
you must have a double-throw transfer switch. This is a 
safety device to protect our linemen and employees when 
working on the line during a power failure. The transfer 
switch will insure you that when you manually close this 
safety device to the generator side it opens the upper line 
side to the main power line. Also, this is a safety device 
when the main power line comes back on, as it will not 
burn up your generator equipment. 

MAIN 

POWER LINE 

LOAD SERVICE TO LINE TO GENERATOR 
FARM AND HOME EQUIPMENT 

Safety Comer 
One timely resolution for everyone would be to make 

1978 “A SAFE YEAR.” One area in which your electric 
supplier is especially concerned is the potential for serious 
accidents that can occur when antennas come into contact 
with overhead power lines. 

The rapid growth of citizens band radio popularity is 
increasing the problem, especially with the do-it-yourself 
installers who are not always aware of the hazards. 

A report by Nationwide Insurance indicates 26 
accidents involving antennas coming into contact with 
power lines were reported to them from April, 1975 
through August, 1976. A study of 19 of the most serious of 
these accidents showed a significant increase since January, 
1976, and the majority of antenna accidents since then 
involved CB antennas. This increase clearly corresponds to 
the rise in CB enthusiasm throughout the country. 

The study also revealed that the antennas involved in 
all 19 cases were mounted atop long metal masts which 
rested on the ground at their base and were supported 
above by guywires or the eaves of a house. Since most base 

station CB antennas are lightweight and measure 17 and 18 
feet high before being mounted on a mast, it is obviously 
quite easy to erect a very tall (35 foot to 40 foot) 
antenna/mast combination by assembling it on the ground 
and then “walking” it into an upright position. The 
majority of victims in the study were simply walking the 
CB antennas up into place when the mast or antenna tip 
contacted a 7,200-volt power line. Almost half of the 
victims (16 out of 33) died of electrocution, and all but one 
of those killed were standing on the ground holding the 
mast. 

These accidents cause needless human suffering and 
create unwanted publicity and expensive operational inter¬ 
ruptions for the power supplier.lt is, therefore, morally and 
economically desirable for us to do all we can to prevent 
these accidents by helping our members become aware of 
the problem. We ask our employees, and our members, to 
help spot existing antenna installations that are potentially 
hazardous. IT MAY SAVE A LIFE! 
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f "AV MOR-FLO INDUSTRIES J 

AUTOMATIC GLASS-LINED ELECTRIC 

WATER HEATER 
Designed & Engineered to Conserve Energy 
& Reduce Maintenance Costs 

ONLY THE POWER SAVER DOES ALL THIS: 

•Improves efficiency* by more than 

22.4% over standard water heaters. 

•Saves money by reducing 
operating costs. 

•Conserves energy by superior design. 

•Includes the exclusive MOR-FLO XCL 

power pack to reduce 

component failures! 

•Includes factory installed temperature 

& pressure relief valve! 

*Based on stand-by heat loss testing over conventional water heaters. 

Illinois Rural Electric Co. 
OCTOBER 1977 



Despite ups and downs, fa 

"T 

Tom Marckese, Geneseo, packs his 'chute 
after a jump session. He reports that 

parachute packing is not as tricky as it might 
seem. Parachutists often tike colorful 
'chutes, and many wear matching jumpsuits. 

‘chutist jumps and before he opens his 
parachute, and attempting to hit—or 
come very close to—a tiny target. 

“The target’s four inches in 
diameter,” Marckese says, “or perhaps 
I should say 9.84 centimeters, since 
sport parachuting is an international 
activity. Measurements are metric 
because of that.” 

The Trackers operate out of the 
Harold Thompson farm at Annawan, 
and they occasionally perform 
exhibitions for shopping center 
promotions and such activities. 
“Actually, we could do more jumping 
just at the farm,” Tom says, “but the 
exhibitions help pay for the airplane 
and publicize the club.” 

Members, he notes, can join the 
club by paying a $1,000 fee and then 
jump all they want after paying a $30 
monthly fee. Members who choose 
this plan hold part ownership in the 
airplane. “I’ve been a member since 
September, 1972, and I’ve gotten my 
money back several times over,” he 
says. 

The club owns a Cessna 205 
Skyvan. 

Members with less-expensive tastes 
can pay $200 a year and pay the $30 
monthly fee and jump all they want, 
too, he says, but they hold no 
ownership interest in the airplane, and 
have no say in how the club is run. 

“We keep track of how many jumps 
we make,” he notes, “and we write 
each jump down in a log book. Each 
book has enough spaces for 150 
jumps, and I’m working on my seventh 
book now. Another thing we keep 
track of is the amount of free-fall time 
we build up. Free-fall is that time after 
you leave the aircraft and before you 
open your parachute, and I have 
almost four hours of free fall time,” 
Marckese says. 

Marckese uses a square parachute as 
a main chute and has a round reserve 
chute. “This is my fifth main chute,” 
he says, “and this one and my last one 
were square. I like them better because 
you can pack them smaller and 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS 

Tom Marckese has one of those 
hobbies that has its ups and 

downs. He goes up in airplanes and 
jumps out of them, for fun and profit, 
as they say. He has jumped from as 
high as 13,500 feet. 

Marckese, who is a member of the 
Trackers, Inc., of Annawan, has been 
in the sport parachuting game since 
about 1970, or thereabouts. He and his 
wife Mary Lynne, are members of 
Farmers Mutual Electric Company, 
Geneseo. 

Actually, his involvement in the 
sport came about as a combination of 
business and pleasure. He was in the 
Marine Corps, a member of an air and 

naval liaison gunfire team; members of 
such teams are required to be qualified 
parachutists. 

“I found that I liked parachuting,” 
Marckese says with a grin, “so I joined 
the Camp Pendleton Sport Parachute 
Club. All told, I’ve made about 1,100 
jumps since then,” he says. The Marine 
Corps required qualified parachutists 
to make two water landings, and a 
night jump, too, but Marckese’s 
activities are not quite so lively now, 
even though they certainly cannot be 
considered mundane. 

Sport parachuting today generally 
centers around two activities— 
performing acrobatics after the 



T rucks 
Cars 
Boats 
Bikes 
Campers 
Trailers ^3® 
Outdoor Furniture 
Lawn and Garden 
Equipment 
Snowmobiles 
(A Handy Hideaway) 

The Place: A beautiful, low-cost 
Wickes utility building, 
garage or workshop. ^ 
Maybe all three, if you like, in one compact, 
space-efficient building. Plenty of room for 

■plus extra space for equipment and vehicles 
a workshop too, if you want it. Rugged, 
professionally engineered poleframe structures 
with beautiful, maintenance-free mm 
exteriors of color steel or aluminum, your 
choice. Models, sizes, and plans for every 1|| 
need. Erected on your land by our Jf 
own skilled crews. 

W Wickes Buildings 
Call Collect Today or Mail Coupon A Division of The Wi'ckes Corporation 

See the 
Man in the 
Red Car 

Name. 

Box 9, Mendota (815) 539-9325 
Box 1142, Mt. Vernon (618) 756-2347 
Box 117, Taylorville (217) 824-9851 

Box 548, Galesburg (309) 342-3416 
Box 336, Gilman (815) 265-7257 County 

Town 

JPhone. 
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Across the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Robert E. Gant 

Right Humidity Level Makes 
Home Heating Bills Shrink 

Homeowners can cut heating bills 
by as much as 20 percent by main¬ 
taining proper humidity levels during 
the winter months. 

A house heated at 72 degrees with a 
relative humidity of 50 percent feels as 
warm and comfortable as a house 
heated at 77 degrees with only 18 
percent relative humidity. 

Relative humidity is the amount of 
moisture or water vapor in the air 
compared to the total amount of 
moisture the air is capable of holding 

at any given temperature. 
Warm air is capable of holding more 

moisture than cool air, so when cold, 
dry air seeps into the house and is 
heated, its capacity for holding water 
increases. The heated air robs moisture 
from walls, causing plaster to crack 
and causing furniture to come 
unglued. 

It also robs moisture from your 
body, making you feel dehydrated and 
cold despite the high room 
temperatures. 

The “Electric” Smile 
You’ve seen it . . . all over the place . . . 
Modern electric living turns it on! And 
it’s our happy job to have a part in turning- 
modern electric living on. 

Yes . . . we really are in the happiness 
business. Our whole purpose is spreading 
electricity around so our consumers can 
work better and live better. It’s a nice 
business. Serving people. And we want 
you to know we love to see you smile. 

CONSTRUCTION 

QlNfrl F (VI 

HEAT LOSS IN B.T.U. PER SQ.FT PER HOUR 

10 20 30 40 SO 60 70 80 

0 1 PI vJF L (L 

DOUBLE GLASS    

a* r F M P N T RI nr u 
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O LLIY11 Pi 1 DLvJv^iS 

8" BLOCK, INSULATED T Ur 
4* FRAME WALL, NO INS. m 
4'FRAME WALL,3V INS. ■i 
CEILING, NO INS. ■ 
CEILING, 6" INS. a 

WOOD FLOOR, NO INS. ■BHH i 
WOOD FLOOR, 2" INS.   

This bar graph shows transfer of heat through common types of material. Next to glass, the big losers are 
concrete and uninsulated frame construction. Adequate insulation and double glass lower heat loss from 17 
per cent to 70 per cent depending upon materials and location. 
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ARE YOU READY FOR WINTER?? 

A step in the right direction! 

Change your home to electric heat 
You’ve heard a lot of talk about the 

advantages of flameless electric home 
heating compared to fuel-burning 
systems. And now, you think you 
might want to convert to flameless 
electric heating. 

From every indication, you’ll be 
taking a step in the right direction. 
Let’s look at the average home, its 
heating needs, and the process of 
converting to flameless electric 
heating. 

You have a fuel-burning system, 
perhaps with warm air ducts to carry 
the heat throughout the house. Or, it 
might be a hot water or steam pipe 
system. In the basement, or a utility 
room, you have a large, cumbersome 
furnace which burns up the fuel to 
heat the air or water. 

The hot air or water is forced 
through the ducts or pipes to the 
various rooms of the house. You’re 
able to close or partially close a vent 
or radiator, here and there, in an 
unused area. 

Occasionally, the furnace acts up 

and the repairman comes in. He leaves 
later, dirtier from rummaging around 

the furnace but richer for his efforts. 
House cleaning is pretty regular; a 

film seems to settle over everything 
during the heating season. 

The heat is turned down during the 
night, but if one of the children has 
the sniffles, you keep it higher than 
usual and sweat out the extra heat in 
your room. 

Now you’re beginning to picture 
yourself with flameless electric 
heating. And it sounds almost too 
good to be true. Enter a man with 
some facts on flameless electric 
heating. 

The basic change would be the 
fuel-burning furnace. It comes out 
completely and leaves you with a lot 
of extra living space. With flameless 
electric heating, wires hidden in the 
walls or ceiling of your house are all 
that’s needed to bring heating power 
to the rooms, according to the Edison 
Electric Institute. 

Attractive baseboard radiators and 

wall panel units, or hidden wires 
embedded in the ceiling, do the actual 
heating. It’s clean and 100 percent 
efficient. If you prefer to make use of 

your existing warm air ducts or hot 
water piping, you can install a 
compact flameless electric furnace or 
electric boiler. It’s so small, it can be 
mounted inconspicuously on any wall 
and it eliminates all the problems of a 
fuel-burning furnace. 

The cleanliness of the electric 
furnace won’t impress a repairman too 
often, because it’s unlikely that he’ll 
be called. 

Whatever flameless electric system 
you choose, you won’t have any more 
grime, soot, or smoke, because no fuel 
is burned. 

In addition, with many new flame¬ 
less electric heating installations, you 
can have a thermostat in every room 
to give you precise room-by-room 
temperature control. 

The fact that flameless electric heat 
is a fast-growing way of heating in the 
U.S. today is proof that all this talk 
about flameless electric heat is really 
true. And, if you’re still in doubt, 
check with any one of the more than 
three million families who are already 
enjoying flameless electric heat. 

Advantages!! 

• No Soot 
• No Combustion 
• No Smoke 

• No Waste 
• No Dust Blown From Room to Room 
• Controlled Humidity 
• Decorating Lasts Longer 
• No Fuel Lines 
• No Chance of Explosion 

• No Dangerous Fumes 
• No Waste Material 
• No Fuel to Store 
• No Danger of Asphyxiation 
• No Flues 
• No Total System Failures 
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’Bom farmers* 
build family grain business 

t { T T Te got to talking about putting 
V V up some grain storage here, 

and it seemed to be a little short in 
this vicinity, so we put up more than 
we needed ourselves,” said Mark 
Marquis, explaining how his family 
started in the grain storage, trucking 
and buying business. 

The company, which is located just 
south of Buda on Illinois Valley Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative lines, is owned by 
Donald and Darrell Marquis. Mark is 
Darrell’s son. 

“We’re set up to store about half a 
million bushels,” Mark says, “but we’ll 
buy and sell about a million and a half 
bushels this year, the way it looks 
now. 

“We were doing our own drying,” 
he continues, “and using a portable 
dryer that we had to move around. We 
used about four different locations 
and each move took most of a day, so 
we decided to build a centrally located 
setup. It’s really handy here. We used 
to have grain wagons going all over the 
roads like crazy, and now it’s not bad. 

“Here we have a good location, a 
good road, and high ground, so we set 
up our storage and drying facilities. Of 
course, we set up a larger grain drying 
operation than we needed for just our 
crops, too.” 

Mark, who is 21, thinks of time in 
terms of crops. “Let’s see,” he muses, 

Top photo: M. M. "Bud” Jontz, left, 
manager of the Illinois Valley Electric 
Cooperative, visits with Darrell 
Marquis in front of one of the huge 
grain bins that make up part of the 
Marquis Brothers' grain operation. 
Above: Wilbur Nordstrom, a director 
at Illinois Valley, talks with Mark 
Marquis. Nordstrom is employed as a 
truck driver and mechanic, and Mark is 
the son of one of the owners. 

“this is our third crop since I got out 
of high school. We’ve had two good 
ones and this year’s a break-even year. 
It’s a good crop year, but prices are 
bad and it’s a bad year for foreign 
matter, too.” He is a graduate of 
Western High School in Buda. 

The Marquis operation is designed 
to dry 1,500 bushels an hour at 
ten-points removal, and their three 

trucks can take a good-sized crop to 
the river for shipment. They have two 
bobtails and a semi, and when they 
put all three on the road, they can 
haul 1,665 bushels at a time. 

Trucking grain to the terminal is an 
important part of the business, and it 
requires a well-maintained set of 
trucks. That’s where Wilbur Nord¬ 
strom fits in. Nordstrom, an Illinois 
Valley director, is employed by the 
Marquis Brothers as a truck driver and 
mechanic. 

The family has been farming in the 
area for a long time. 

“We were born farmers,” Darrell 
laughs, “our mother was born more 
than 85 years ago in the house 
Donald’s living in now, and we don’t 
know how long her folks lived here 
before she was bom, so the family’s 
been here quite a while, all right.” 

They farm 1,500 acres, two-thirds 
of which was in corn this year. The 
rest was in soybeans. 

Denny Thromeburg is the book¬ 
keeper for the operation, and has been 
working full time since June. A former 
junior high school math teacher, the 
sandy-haired Thromeburg takes care of 
the truck scales, does the moisture 
testing, checks for foreign matter in 
grains, keeps in radio contact with the 
trucks, and handles the office side of 
the operation. 
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threatened our plant in Savanna. We 
made a hasty decision to move our 
valve and thermostat line to Hanover, 
even though the building was far from 
being ready, and we moved in the last 
week in April with two supervisors and 
six employees.” 

The plant is but one of several 
Controls Division plants across 
northern Illinois. “We have two plants 
in Havana,” Kubicki says, “and a 
fabrication plant in Rochelle. There’s 
also a molding plant in Batavia, where 
they make the molded plastic parts. 
We don’t do any actual fabrication 
here. We receive parts from other 
plants by truck, assemble them and 
ship them out. 

The products made by the division 
are used in virtually every kind of 
motor vehicle, and in appliances manu¬ 
factured by several companies. We sell 
to Maytag, Speed Queen, Hobart, D 
and M, White Consolidated and Whirl¬ 
pool.” 

“All the automotive companies buy 
our products, too,” he remarks, 
adding, “Our products are original 
equipment in cars produced by Ford, 
General Motors, Chrysler and 
American Motors, and we supply parts 
for their aftermarket sales too, for 
replacement parts and so on.” 

In a small way, workers in several 
small Illinois towns affect the lives of 
others all over America. 

PRICE: We're still giving you the most home 
for your money. Ask our thousands of satis¬ 
fied buyers. You always get the lowest pos¬ 
sible prices from President! 
MATERIALS: President Homes are con¬ 
structed of top quality, nationally known 
materials. You're going to live in your home 
a long time; you need a builder that will 
never compromise on quality — President! 

FINANCING: These days, low prices aren't 
enough — we offer immediate, low-cost 
financing for a home you can own free and 
clear in 10 years! 
SERVICE: Your home will be built by experi¬ 
enced craftsmen—home construction special¬ 
ists whoquicklyturnyourplansoroneof ours 
into a quality home you'll be proud to own! 
P.M.F.S. PRESIDENT HOMES MAKES 

THE DIFFERENCE! 

Learn how you can save NAME 
$1,000's on your new home. 
Send for full color catalog 
TO: 
PRESIDENT HOMES. 
4808 N. LILAC DR., 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 
55429 (612)537-3622 

□ l own a lot □ lean get a lot 

ADDRESS 

TOWN STATE 

ZIP PHONE 
We would like to be in our new home by . 1L-30 

Write For Your Local Illinois President Homes Representative 

PRESIDENT HOMES 
■CUSTOM BUILT PRE-CUT HOMES ... OUR ONLY BUSINESS■ 
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Across the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Robert E. Gant 

Twelve employees and one director of Illinois Rural 
Electric Co. were recognized for 205 combined years of 
service to the cooperative during the 31st annual Employee- 
Director Banquet Friday, November 18. 

Nearly 150 persons attended the banquet, held at the 
Blackhawk Inn in Jacksonville. 

Employees and the director were honored for five, 10, 
15, 20, 25 and 30 years of service. 

Receiving 30-year service awards were Ralph E. Baird, 
Winchester, assistant line superintendent, and Kenneth J. 
Gregory, Winchester, journeyman lineman. 

Receiving a 25-year service award was David S. Welch, 
Jacksonville, chief engineer. 

Other length-of-service awards were presented to: 
Bernard H. Chipman, Winchester, cost accountant, 20 
years; Eleanor I. Evans, Winchester, office supervisor, 20; 

Louis D. Kemper, Winchester, journeyman lineman, 15; 
Terry S. Barnard, White Hall, engineering technician, 10; 
James L. Bettis, Winchester, member service bookkeeper, 
10; Lucien Nash, bookkeeper, Winchester, 10; Ralph A. 
Jones, Jr., Greenfield, service journeyman lineman, 10, and 
Charles L. Settles, Carrollton, clearing foreman, 10; and 
Edward L. Dolen, Winchester, journeyman lineman, five. 
Director Ruel Becker, Jacksonville, was recognized for 10 
years of service. 

Thirteen employees were presented safety awards in 
recognition of their years of employment without a 
lost-time accident on the job. These employees include: 
Murle E. Dolen, Winchester, 32 years; John E. Kimble, 
Winchester, 22; George R. Lindsey, Winchester, 22; Eleanor 
I. Evans, Winchester, 20; Bernard H. Chipman, Winchester, 
20; Ralph E. Baird, Winchester, 15; Allen D. Coultas, 
Bluffs, 10; Ralph A. Jones, Jr., Greenfield, 10; Louis D. 
Kemper, Winchester, 10; Charles L. Settles, Carrollton, 10; 
James L. Bettis, Winchester, 10; Lucien Nash, Winchester, 
10, and Edward L. Dolen, Winchester, five. 

Special recognition was given to Welch, who will retire 
December 31. 

The entertainment for the evening was provided<by 
“2...4...The Show Trio.” 

During the annual Employee-Director Banquet, a number of Illinois Rural Electric Co. employees were honored for years of 
service without loss-time accidents. With IREC President V. T. Parks, standing left, and Manager Robert E. Gant, standing 
right, are: seated from left, Eleanor I. Evans, 20 years; Murle E. Dolen, 32; George R. Lindsey, 22, and Edward L. Dolen, five; 
and standing from left, Charles L. Settles, 10; Ralph A. Jones, Jr., 10; Bernard H. Chipman, 20; Ralph E. Baird, 15; Lucien 
Nash, 10, and John E. Kimble, 22. Unavailable for the photograph were: Allen D. Coultas, 10 years; Louis D. Kemper, 10, 
and James L. Bettis, 10. 
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IFtEC President V. T. Parks, standing left, and Manager Robert E. Gant, standing right, were among those who ottered 
congratulations to several persons who received length-of-service awards during the banquet. Honored were: seated from left, 

Lucien Nash, 10; Eleanor I. Evans, 20, and David S. Welch, 25, and standing from left, Terry S. Barnard, 10; Ralph A. Jones, 

Jr., 10, and Director Rue! Becker, 10. Unavailable for the photograph were: Ralph E. Baird, 30 years; Kenneth J. Gregory, 

30; Bernard H. Chipman, 20; Louis D. Kemper, 15; James L. Bettis, 10; Charles L. Settles, 10, and Edward L. Dolen, five. 

We wish you 
all the wonder 

this special season 
can hold 

Illinois Rural Electric Co. 

13 
DECEMBER 1977 



Installing blown'in attic insulation 
This is another in a series of articles 
designed to help you save money 
through the wise and careful use of 
electricity. 

While batts, blankets and pour-in 
insulation offer their strong points, 
one of the main advantages they have 
is that they seem to be reasonably easy 
to install. One person, with a little 
preparation, can climb into an attic 
and do the necessary work. 

Blown-in—or pneumatic—insulation 
is not like that. First of all, you need a 
formidable-looking machine; then you 
need someone to pour insulation into 
it while you’re crawling around in the 
attic hosing the insulation into place. 

But blowing insulation into your 
attic is not a complicated chore. You 
need some of the same things you’d 
need to do the job with the other 
kinds of insulation: a dust mask, 
goggles and temporary lighting. YOU’NII 

need some temporary flooring too, 
since ceilings are not designed to hold 
your weight. 

When you are deciding what kind of 
insulation you want, you will need to 
take into consideration what is avail¬ 
able. With insulation in short supply, 
your choices may be limited. 

If you decide to use pneumatic 
insulation, you can get the mineral- 
wood or cellulose variety. Mineral 
wool offers the advantage that it is 

noncombustible. Cellulose is recycled 
paper which has been treated to make 
it fire-resistant and rodent-proof. 

Cellulose varies in quality, and 
today’s high demand and even higher 
prices have given rise to many 
manufacturers, some of which may cut 
corners; careful treatment is of utmost 
importance. Buy from a reputable 
dealer and look for the insulation 
industry’s label of approval or the 
Underwriters’ Laboratories seal. 

Poorly treated material may pose a fire 
hazard. 

Before you can determine how 
much insulation to buy, you will need 
to know what R factor you need, and 
how thick your insulation will need to 
be to achieve that factor (the R factor 
is the resistance to thermal passage the 
insulation give you, and varies from 
material to material). 

Then, you need to know how many 
square feet of space you need to cover. 
Federal regulations require that each 
bag of pneumatic insulation be marked 
to show how great an area it will cover 
to various depths, and what R value 
each depth gives. Your supplier can 
tell you how many bags you will need 
to achieve the results you want. Many 
Illinoisans are insulating their attics to 
R-38, but if you add any insulation at 
all you will reduce your heating and 
cooling bills. 

The machine is really fairly simple, 
and may be supplied by the people 
who sell insulation, a rental business. 
There is a big hopper you pour the 
insulation into, and a mixer that fluffs 
it up, since it is compressed into a bag 
when you buy it. Then, there is a 

blower, which shoves the material 
down a hose to the operator and the 
place he wants to place the insulation. 
The blower features some kind of 
regulator so you can adjust the flow, 
and compensate for longer hoses. 
Normally, the insulation should come 
from the hose about like toothpaste 
from a tube, but if you need to spray 
it into eaves where you cannot reach, 
you can increase the flow. Too fast a 
flow, however, will make for a dusty 
environment. 

To make sure you are getting the 
depth you need, you may want to 
divide your attic into sections and find 
out how many bags you will need for 
each section, then do one section at a 
time and see if you are using the right 
amount. 

For example, one cellulose supplier 
packs insulation in 30-lb. bags. Each 
bag will cover 16 square feet to a 
depth of 10 inches, and will give an 
R-value of 37.5. If your house is 1,000 
square feet, you will need 63 bags. 
Dividing your house into five equal 
sections will mean that you will need 
to put about HVz bags in each section. 

You should be sure, before you 
leave your supplier’s place of business, 
that you know how to work the 
machine. Many have instructions 
printed on them, but you can check 
with the salespeople to be absolutely 
certain that you know what to do. If 
you rent the machine, they owe it to 
you to see that you get the job done 
right, and if they lend you the 
machine when you purchase your 
insulation, there must be a service fee 
built into the price of the insulation, 
so ask for the service. It will make for a 
better job and lower energy bills in the 
future. 
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