
Agriculture leaders 

Robert W. Vender Pluym, left, manager of Clinton County Electric Cooperative, 
Breese, and Representative Dwight Friedrich, Centralia, discuss matters of 
interest to lawmakers and agriculture leaders. 

Governor James Thompson talks with Senator John L. Knuppel, Virginia, left, 
and Senator Thomas C. Hynes, Chicago. Knuppel is chairman of the Senate 
Agriculture, Conservation and Energy Committee and Hynes is President of the 
Senate and Majority Leader. At the far right is Sid Hutchcraft, executive vice 
president of the Illinois Pork Producers Association, who served as master of 
ceremonies. 
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Characterizing the program as one 
which could “potentially 

revolutionize food production as we 
know it,” Governor James Thompson 
told over 330 persons attending the 
Illinois Agriculture Legislative Break¬ 
fast in March that he had recom¬ 
mended fiscal year 1978 commitment 
of $3.7-million to a program which 
will cost about $36-million during the 
next two years. 

The Governor said the “Food for 
Century III” project “is to build the 
facilities that are necessary for 
expanded research efforts in the field 
of agr icu Iture —resear ch efforts 
directed toward increasing the overall 
productivity of agriculture.” 

The annual breakfast is sponsored 
by 32 commodity groups, including 
the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives. 

Noting that agricultural programs, 
services and research are closely tied to 
colleges and universities, the Governor 
pointed out that many people still 
think of agriculture in the context of 
the classical dirt farmer of several 
decades ago, buying seed, planting it, 
reaping the crop and hauling it to 
market. 

“Yet we know that the tremendous 
crop yields that result year after year 
are tied directly to research advances,” 
the Governor said, “and we also know 
that farming, therefore, involves a 
continuing education aspect for 
farmers. This education occurs 
directly through the Cooperative 
Extension Service of land-grant 
universities and state agricultural 
experiment stations. 

“Also, there is a need for 
professionals in the agriculture fields, 

such as the specialists involved in 
providing services to farming or 
running agriculture-related industries,” 
he said. 

Funds for a new veterinary 
medicine basic sciences building and 
an agricultural engineering building at 
the University of Illinois at Urbana- 
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New rate charts 

will be mailed 

April 21-22. 

If you don’t 

receive one, 

please give 

us a call. 

expressed concern that the general 
public was not really aware of how 
serious the energy situation is. 

“In January, when homes were 
cold, schools and factories shut down 
and people were out of work because 
of energy shortages, consumers 
suddenly spoke up. But who did they 
give hell to?—the utilities—for lack of 
planning.” 

Deul said the real problem is not 
lack of planning, but. . .“irresponsible 
laws passed by legislators and 
unreasonable regulations enforced by 
state and federal environmental 
agencies which thwart electric utility 
efforts to provide adequate energy for 
the future.” 

Citing the recent Federal Energy 
Administration prediction that 
residential electric costs would nearly 
double by 1985, Deul said, 
“Continuing restrictions on coal- and 
nuclear-fueled power plants will force 
electric rates higher. Many power 
plants are aborted because of 
unrealistic and expensive regulations. 
This was almost the case with IP’s 
Clinton nuclear plant. Should this 
continue, there will be shortage of 
electrical energy before 1980. . .or 
electricity just might not be available 
at any price.” 

“I urge you to contact your state 
and federal legislators—ask them to 
take a realistic look at the energy 
situation. Consumers are the only ones 
who can bring about effective change. 
The result of consumer indifference, 
which we are feeling now, is the 
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multi-million dollar impact of 
unreasonable legislation dictated by a 
vocal minority of radicals. Unless 
things change shortly, the electric 
industry will have the same problems 
that the natural gas industry does 
today,” Deul concluded. 

In 1976, the cooperative’s wholesale 
power costs totaled nearly $222,000, 
over 47 percent of the budget, 
compared to $189,500 a year ago. 
Although members’ monthly average 
of kilowatt-hour consumption 
increased only 18 kwh in 1976, 
members’ monthly bills rose an 
average of $6.50. Last year, Farmers 
Mutual paid over $31,000 in taxes. 

Featured speaker at the meeting was 
Stanley E. Greathouse of Johnsonville, 
President of the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives, Springfield. 

He reviewed the state’s energy 
problems and said Farmers Mutual’s 

problem with rising wholesale power 
costs was a contributing factor to the 
state’s and nation’s energy dilemma. 

“We’re most concerned about 
adequate energy at the lowest possible 
cost,” he said. “Farmers Mutual’s 
board has met this challenge despite 
rising costs over which they have no 
control.” 

Greathouse, too, urged all 
cooperative members to speak out on 
national energy policy and express 
their opinions to their legislators in 
Springfield and in Washington. 
“Cooperatives were born of legislation. 
We can die by the same process,” he 
said. 

During the business session of the 
meeting, members reelected Larson, 
Paul Mallinson of Route 2, Geneseo, 
and Edward Storm of Route 1, 
Geneseo, to three-year terms on the 
cooperative’s board of directors. 
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Power Costs Jump- 

Rates to Increase May 1st 

Top photo: Members of the Farmers Mutual Electric 
Company reelected three members to the board of 
directors during the March 7 annual meeting. From left, 
they are: Eldon Larson, Paul MaHinson, and Edward 
Storm. Above, Stanley Greathouse, president of the 
board of the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives, visits with a prize winner. Opposite page, 
clockwise from top left: Greathouse addresses the 
meeting. The audience. Darwin Mann was elected 
secretary-treasurer after the meeting. 
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June 1, 1977, will bring an increase 
of approximately 40 percent in the 
cost of wholesale electric power 
purchased by Farmers Mutual Electric 
Co. According to reports given at your 
cooperative’s 41st annual members’ 
meeting on March 7, the wholesale 
price hike will mean a 25 percent rate 
increase for electricity distributed to 
all members by the cooperative. 

“There is no way your cooperative 
can absorb this increase from our 
power supplier, Illinois Power 
Company (IP),” President Eldon 
Larson of Route 3, Geneseo, told 
nearly 200 persons at Central Theatre 
in Geneseo. Your cooperative will be 
forced to implement a rate increase of 
25 percent on May 1, 1977.” 

Larson outlined major reasons for 
future increases in energy costs. 
“About a year ago, IP anticipated a 44 
percent savings in energy costs from 
their nuclear power plant being 
constructed near Clinton over the cost 
for energy from a coal-fired power 
plant. But increased environmental 
regulations affecting nuclear plants 
forced IP’s construction costs up 
$110-million. Consequently, IP now 
expects only 22 percent savings from 
their nuclear plant,” he said. 

The cooperative president explained 
that Farmers Mutual is committed to 
reasonable environmental protection, 
but that overly strict environmental 
regulation by state and federal 
environmental agencies has an adverse 
affect on electric utilities and, 
ultimately, all consumer electric bills. 

“The ominous question,” Larson 
said, “is how many more unnecessary 
regulations will be imposed on the 
electric industry and what will they 
cost members of Farmers Mutual?” 

In his report, Manager Morris Deul 
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helps Weather Service 
zs 

Tornadoes were the topic of discussion at Spoon River Electric Co-operative recently when the cooperative hosted a tornado 
spotters meeting. Manager Bill McCamey, left, talked weather with Roger Geer, center, official-in-charge of National Weather 
Service office in Peoria, and Gene Burchett, coordinator of the Fulton County Emergency Services and Disaster Agency 
(formerly Civil Defense). Geer praised the area tornado-spotting organization, calling it "one of the best in the nation." 

“and we always ask spotters to look 
for rotation. In fact, we have a slogan 
that goes like this: ‘If it doesn’t spin, 
don’t call it in.’ ” 

“On the average,” Geer told his 
audience, “about 700 tornadoes strike 
each year in the United States, and no 
state is really safe from them. We hope 
that by having spotters we can keep 
loss of life to a minimum. We can’t 
save property, but we can save lives, 
and that’s the most important thing.” 

A good estimate of wind speed is 
helpful in keeping track of storm 
systems, Geer said, and it is possible to 
estimate wind speeds fairly closely. 

“If large branches are moving and 

you can hear whistling in overhead 
wires, the wind velocity is about 25 to 
31 miles an hour, and if whole trees 
are moving and it’s inconvenient to 
walk against the wind, that indicates 
speeds to 32 to 38 miles an hour. 

“If small branches or twigs break, 
and the wind impedes walking, the 
wind is blowing 39 to 46 miles an 
hour, while speeds of 47 to 54 miles 
an hour will cause slight structural 
damage and break larger branches and 
weak limbs,” Geer said. 

“Winds of 55 to 63 miles an hour 
will cause moderate structural and tree 
damage,” he continued, “and winds of 
64 miles an hour and above cause 

heavy-to-severe structural and tree 
damage.” 

Information on hailstorm activity is 
appreciated by the weather service, 
too, Geer said, and the data is more 
useful if the size of hailstones is 
reported. “It’s helpful if you relate the 

size of the hailstones to the sizes of 
such common objects as peas, marbles, 
golf balls, and so on,” he told the 
utility men, “or if you tell us its 
approximate diameter in inches.” 

Geer also outlined what should be 
done in the event a tornado watch is 
broadcast. “A tornado watch is issued 

(continued on page 22) 
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