
Dale King: 

4H’er 
with » 
"heart’ 

(continued from page 6) 
“We run preventative maintenance 

on the equipment based on a planning 
schedule we keep. We perform safety 
tests to ensure patients’ safety. Most 
of the tests are performed on a 
monthly basis,” he said. 

King’s schedule is a 40-hour week, 
Monday through Friday, 7 a.m. until 
3:30 p.m. That’s the basic week. The 
nature of the work and King’s sense of 
responsibility make it a 24-hour job. 
“I’m on call 24 hours,” he said. “Some 
days I am here much later than 3:30. 

“I have one class during the daytime 
and the hospital lets me take off an 
hour for it. Then I make up the time 
by working extra,” he said. 

He carries a class load of seven 
hours at John Woods and does the 
CREI studying in what other time he 
has available. 

How did King land his job? 
During King’s senior year in high 

school, Mike Sullivan, then the bio¬ 
medical engineer at Blessing, spoke to 
seniors at Quincy High. “I was trying 
to determine which area of electricity 
and electronics I wanted to enter. 
Mike told the seniors he was looking 
for an assistant. I applied and went to 
work in March of 1975. In June, Mike 
left the hospital for another job. 
That’s when I became head of the 
department,” King explained. 

Before going to work for Blessing, 
King worked for Richards Electric 
Motor Co. in Quincy, repairing and 
rewinding motors and generators. 

The study at John Woods and CREI 
will lead to a bachelor’s degree, King 
said. He then plans to gain certi¬ 
fication as a biomedical engineer. 

NEW LOW 

Model No. 50P70 

50' X 70' (13'3" Clearance) 

Model No. 42P60 

42' X 60' (13'3" Clearance) 

Model No. 30P40 

30' X 40' ( 9'3" Clearance) 

Model No. 3816P60 

54' X 60' (13'3" Clearance) 

All building lengths expandable 
in 20' increments 

ON OUR FOUR 
MOST POPULAR 
BUILDINGS! 
Four popular farm buildings in the sizes farmers 
want most. Pre-engineered to Wickes high 
quality standards, and reduced in price to 
pass along the big savings now possible with 
new advanced construction methods. Like all 
Wickes buildings, they’re backed by our repu¬ 
tation for dependability and economy, and the 
low package prices include prompt erection 
on your land by skilled Wickes crews. 

NEW ADVANCED 
CONSTRUCTION 
METHODS. 
Reduce labor costs at the job site. 

COLORS GALORE Seven beautiful new 
farmstead siding colors. Seven contrasting 
trim colors! 
STRONOeST WARRANTY 5-year warranty 
on all materials and workmanship. 30-year 
warranty on roof leaks due to corrosion. 

w Wickes Buildings 
A Division of The Wickes Corporation 

Illinois 
Call Collect or Mail Coupon Today 

Name 
Galesburg, Box 548 (309) 342-3416 Address 
Mendota, Box 9 (815) 539-9325 Tnu/n 
Gilman, Box 336 (815) 265-7257 

County 
Mt. Vernon, Box 1142 

Taylorville, Box 117 

(618) 756-2347 

(217) 824-9851 
State Zip 

Phone 
IFU56 
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EGYPTIAN ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION 

From the Pen of Your Manager 
Jim Holloway 

As we start the third century of the founding of this 
great democracy, we find ourselves faced with challenges, 
just as our forefathers were. The pioneers of America had 
many difficulties and problems to overcome. 

From a meager beginning of little or nothing in the 
way of goods and services, we have come to rely on things 
that at one time were considered luxuries and are today 
necessities, such as the automobile, roads, the telephone, 
and not least of all, energy. Just as our forefathers built a 
great country and way of life that you and I now enjoy, we, 
too, must strive to solve the problems of today in order to 
build a better tomorrow for those generations yet to come. 
This is the monumental task to which we must all dedicate 
ourselves. 

Your cooperative, being part of a giant industry 
providing electric energy to the farms, homes and industry 
within its service area, has sustained many problems in the 
past. Even with those problems behind us we still have a 
number of situations facing us, such as power supply, 
continuity of service, supplying the needs of today and at 
the same time building for the future, and keeping the 
whole operation within a price range that we can all afford. 
Electric energy, which was once considered a convenience 
and luxury, has now become an absolute necessity. This is 
brought home to us every time the power goes off. 

Our operation, here at Egyptian Electric, covers many 
facets. I would like to bring to your attention some of our 
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daily activities. They range from construction of new line 
and power supply facilities, to the building of new services 
to residential customers, the maintenance of the system 
(some of which is getting old), and disseminating infor¬ 
mation relative to the installation of electric heat and 
related power use. 

I can honestly say that I have enjoyed most every day 
managing your cooperative because of its similarity to 
public office. When we think of politics, we naturally think 
of Democrats and Republicans. In reality, those are 
political parties. Politics has a much deeper meaning. 
Politics means people, and working with and for people is a 
great joy to me. There have been no two days alike here at 
Egyptian Electric. There is not a day that goes by without a 
new situation or problem arising. It is my earnest desire, 
and those of the employees, to serve your needs and 
expectations to the best of our abilities. It is my intention 
to communicate with you each month by way of this 
column and to go into some details in depth of our daily 
operation, conveying to you some of the problems we face 
and how we handle them, hoping to answer for you some 
of the questions I’m sure you must have or at least thought 
of. 

In signing off this first column, let me again say to 
you. . .the membership, the consumer, the customer. . .my 
door is always open to each one of you at any time you 
have a problem with which I may be of assistance. I like to 
think that we have a fine group of employees here at 
Egyptian, from the maintenance and construction crews 
through the office to the custodians, and we are all at your 
disposal to provide service. 

Next month, I hope to discuss rates. . .how they are 
determined, etc. So until then, I’ll lay down the pen and get 
back to work. 

Notice! High School Juniors 
The cooperative will sponsor a Junior from each high 

school in Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association’s 
service area to Springfield for “Illinois Rural Electric Youth 
Day,” Wednesday, April 27, and it will sponsor two Juniors 
to Washington, D. C. the week of June 11-18, for the 
Illinois “Youth to Washington Tour.” 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS 



“From the most cursory analysis, it is clear that the 
cheapest, cleanest and most quickly available source of 
energy is conservation. ” 

ACORN, Issue 4, 1976 

A New Year’s Resolution! 

Let us resolve to create a new cooperative 
image—one without membership distinction and one 
that will not cost us a cent, but will save us money. 

Together, let us create the new cooperative of 
the future—one that is conscious of saving energy- 
one that is conservative in practice, however, pro¬ 
gressive in long-range planning for future electric 
energy demands at the lowest possible cost. 

When we consider lifeline rates, time-of-day 
rates, differential-register-metering rates, peak and 
off-peak rates, radio control, ripple control, annual, 
seasonal, etc., all require a great deal of study, 
experimentation and testing, as well as proof of 
desired results. This means more money and 
additional costs to all utilities who undertake such a 
program. 

ENERGY CONSERVATION IS SOMETHING 
THAT EVERYBODY CAN DO IMMEDIATELY. 

NOW is the time to resolve to conserve energy of 
all kinds, electricity, gas, oil, coal, etc. 

No more thinking, “the more you use, the 
cheaper it gets.” That type of thinking went out with 
the oil embargo. 

Now, each member will think positively that 
“it’s OK to use what I need, but I must be sure that I 
need it.” 

HAVE A HAPPY, CONSERVATIVE NEW 
YEAR WITH POWER TO SPARE, AND A PROS-^ 

, PEROUS AND HEALTHY 1977. 

in*’ 
i'1 

County 4-H Winners 
The Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association 

recognized and presented an electrical gift to 4-H 
electricity members, who exhibited the best electric 
project at each county show day. The winners were: 
Dale Winter of Perry County, James Benz of Jackson 
County and Michael Stevenson of Randolph County. 

When the Lights Go Out 
1. Check fuses or breakers beneath meter and in your 

main panel. 
2. Check with your neighbors to see if they have 

service. 
3. Then call only the office number nearest you, day 

or night, seven days a week. Steeleville 965-3434 or 
Murphysboro 684-2143 

4. Remember office hours are 8 a.m.—4 p.m., 
Monday—Friday. 

Do You Believe What 

You See on Your Meter 

in January? 
January is a month when you may read your meter 

twice. You read it once, subtract last month’s reading and 
you don’t believe the total amount of KWH used. You 
reread the meter, subtract again and get the same 
results.. .too high. The meter was spinning faster than usual 
because more power was flowing through it. 

Chances are, just about everything you own that uses 
electricity was using more last month than normally, except 
for the air conditioner and the dehumidifier. During 
holidays, the range works overtime and the refrigerator is 
opened more often. There were some extras too, like 
Christmas lights and decorations that were electrical. 

Did you have company during the holidays, or 
overnight guests? You cook and bake more and visit late 
into the night, using more lights. More than likely you 
hesitated to turn the furnace down to 65 degrees at night as 
you ordinarily do, for fear someone might get cold, if a 
guest had to get up at night. For the same reason, you don’t 
go around turning off lights as you would normally. 

If you are using an oil furnace, it is a more enthusiastic 
user of electricity than you may think. An oil burner may 
average 50 or more KWH per month and the circulating fan 
can use 75 KWH per month. 

The kids were home from school, too . . .in and out all 
day.. .doors open.. .cold air gets in. . .wet mittens in the 
clothes dryer. . .daytime television programs as well as the 
regular night time programs. Do they watch television in 
the basement or an upstairs bedroom? Do they use a 
portable electric heater to keep warm? They are experts at 
not turning things off, including lights. 

There are, when you stop to think about it, literally 
dozens of reasons why the meter spins faster during the 
holidays than it does any other time of year, and perhaps 
none of them have anything to do with malfunction. On 
the other hand, perhaps some of them do. Maybe you 
ought to look for them. 

Do you have any thermostatically controlled heating 
devices. . .heating cable on water pipes, pumphouse heater 
. . .portable heater in basement? Thermostats can and do go 
kaput, causing the heating device to use electricity 
constantly. Also check for ungrounded equipment. It could 
be using electricity 24 hours a day and endangering your 
life as well. 

It is a natural thing to do, but don’t compare your 
electric energy bill with your neighbors. From member to 
member, each bill differs for a lot of reasons. 1 »iere would 
be no problem comparing electric bills if you are aware of 
all the things you need to know to make a true comparison. 
This is almost impossible, and there are hundreds of things 
that can make a difference. 

Don’t Forget the Farm Materials Handling Show 
at Washington County Fairgrounds in Nashville, March 1, 2, & 3. 

JANUARY, 1977 17 



‘Itecreafa 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS 

Except for the bad hole in the sleeve, this sweater is in good 
condition. Cut the worn sleeves off leaving about 1 V2 inches 
of sleeve. Finish the cut edge by adding a zigzag hem. Turn 
the VA-inch portion inside and tack loosely into place, 
making it a sweater vest. 

18 

If jeans become too short, but the fabric is good, create a 
fashionable jeans skirt. Open inner leg seams, lay front and 
back flat, measure length of wearer, cut off bottom of pant 
legs and use to fill in the triangles created when you lay the 
garment flat. With some topstitching, the skirt is ready for 
wearing. 



If you have plans for building or 
improving, chances are the Land Bank can help with a 
long-term loan at reasonable cost. Maybe it’s a new 
farrowing house, a carousel milking parlor or new grain 
drying and storage facilities. Maybe you’re planning to 
build a new home... or remodel the old one. Whatever 
your plans, stop in and discuss them with your local Land 
Bank Association. 

FEBRUARY, 1977 

If you have 
a good reason to build 

...you have a good reason 
to visit your local Land Bank. 



EGYPTIAN ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION 

STEELEVILLE 965-3434 

MURPHYSBORO 684-2143 

CSSCVlOjCV 

From the Pen of Your Manager 
Jim Holloway 

Since December and January were unusually cold 
months, I think it is appropriate that we discuss rates and 
rate making at this time. 

Your cooperative pays a power bill each month to 
Southern Illinois Power Cooperative, our electric supplier. 
In turn you, the member, pay a power bill each month to 
Egyptian Electric Cooperative, your distributor of electric 
energy. The basis of your cost is predicated by the 
wholesale rate established by Southern Illinois Power 
Cooperative plus the cost of operation and maintenance of 
your distribution system. 

During the month of November 1976, Egyptian Electric 
purchased 13,691,400 kilowatt-hours of energy from 
Southern Illinois Power at a cost of $221,585.70, which 
averaged 16.184 mills per kilowatt-hour. The month of 
November showed an increase of 3,274,800 kilowatt-hours 
purchased over November of 1975. Our kilowatt demand 
for the same period of time increased 7,040. In essence, this 
tends to point out that November 1976 was unusually 
colder than November 1975. This I am sure you have 
already noticed as reflected in your November bill. 

The same situation held true for the month of December. 
Egyptian Electric paid to Southern Illinois Power the 
largest energy bill ever paid for one month’s energy. Your 
cooperative purchased 16,012,800 kilowatt-hours at a cost 
of $254,950.29, for an average cost of 15.923 mills per 
kilowatt-hour. This again, as reflected in your December 
bill, points out that December, too, was colder than usual 
and normal usage was up. 

As I write this column on Monday morning, January 10, 
I note the temperature hovering just above zero with the 
largest snowfall on the ground to date. The month of 
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January will no doubt parallel or exceed that of November 
and December in kilowatt-hours purchased and distributed. 

In so far as rates are concerned, Egyptian Electric has not 
had to increase rates since January of 1975. Egyptian 
Electric will begin 1977 using the same rate chart that you 
received with your billing materials some 24 months ago. 

As you probably have noted, you will be running out 
of billing materials with the payment of your March bill, if 
you read your own meter. Prior to April, you will receive 
billing materials for the next six months, taking you 
through the month of September. 

GOOD NEWS! 

There will be no rate increase to the membership 
between now and the month of October, pending any 
unforeseen circumstances beyond our control. 

This is as far in the future as we can see at this time. 
Later this summer, and prior to October, your Board of 
Directors, along with management and staff, auditors, and 
REA, will examine our cost of operation and maintenance, 
debt service requirements, and general trends to determine 
if a rate increase is necessary and justified. I think it is 
important to you, and I am proud to point out, that your 
Board of Directors and employees, through careful planning 
and diligent effort, have been able to hold the line on rate 
increases for January 1975 through September 1977—33 
months, all told—without an increase. If and when it is 
determined that a rate increase is necessary, your board 
plans to institute the increase either in October or April of 
any given year. Certainly this should be more compatible 
with the membership since those months are ordinarily the 
months of lowest usage. Increasing rates, as we have in the 
past, during the month of January generally hits the highest 
demand month and generates for you an exceedingly high 
bill. 

As already pointed out, your rates are determined by our 
over-all cost. The cost of our operation is always available 
to you, our customers and members, for your inspection. 

Any time you see anything within our operation that 
you feel should be brought to our attention, which in turn 
will reduce cost and/or increase efficiency, we urge you to 
do so either by contacting management or your directors 
individually or collectively. Your board meets regularly 
once each month. . .their meetings are open. . .their dis¬ 
cussions are frank, and the membership is always welcome. 

Next month, I want to discuss with you the cooperative’s 
annual meeting which will be held this year on 
THURSDAY EVENING, APRIL 21. 
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Can You 
Imagine 

a Non-Electric 
Week? 

National Electrical Week is always 
celebrated around the birth date of 
Thomas Alva Edison, who was born on 
February 11, 1847. This is fine 
because the 1,200 patented inventions 
attributed to him in his lifetime were a 
great legacy to each of us. 

Can you imagine a non-electric 
week? It’s a scary thought, isn’t it? 

The United States now consumes 
electricity at an approximate rate of 
1.7 trillion kilowatt-hours per year. 
And the rate is expected to reach five 
trillion kilowatt-hour before the year 
1990. 

To meet this demand we’ll have to 
add more than a million megawatts to 
the present generating capacity. This 
will cost approximately five times the 
net worth of the utility industry 
today. Can you imagine asking your 
banker if you can borrow five times 
what your house is worth to get a 
bigger house? 

And that’s only part of the 

problem. Demand is going up, but 
fossil fuel resources are going down. 
Clearly, phasing out of fossil fuels is 
inevitable; but phasing in something 
else is also necessary. And when we do 
this we must remember the environ¬ 
ment and do it with less pollution. 

The problems in the industry are 
staggering. Thomas Edison might have 
celebrated a birthday in this year by 
shaking his head; but he’d have found 
a solution, and we will too. Whether 
the answer lies in fast breeder reactors, 
geothermal fuels, or power from the 
sun, wind or ocean—we’ll find a way 
to keep the electrical weeks going. 
Electricity is too good a thing to let 
go—don’t you agree? 

NOTICE1 HIGH SCHOOL JUNIORS! 

Win a Trip to Springfield, April 27, 1977 
There will be a winner from each participating high 

school. 

Win a Week’s Tour of Washington, D.C., June 11-18 
One winner-On the service line of EECA 
One winner-Off the service line. 
Only one winner from a high school. 

Here's Hoio! Enter the 1977 Youth Program! 
Essay Contest Entry Form 

In January, cooperative personnel contacted high school 
superintendents, principals, and teachers in the service area 

of Egyptian Electric Cooperative. This is our way of being 
sure that all juniors will have the opportunity to learn 
about the contest and that they may be participants. 
Information on the contest was left at each school. Contact 
your school personnel, listed below, designated by your 
superintendent or clip the entry form and mail to the 
cooperative. We will mail you a set of instructions regarding 

the 1,000 word essay contest and short quiz, plus infor¬ 
mational literature to assist you in researching why “Energy 
Conservation Is Everyone’s Concern. Essays are due March 

14. School personnel you may contact are: Carbondale- 
Mrs. Mary Sasse, Carterville—R. G. Dawson, Chester— 
Warren Buescher, Coulterville-Herman Albers, DuQuoin- 
Charles Swinney, Elkville—Vicke M. Walker, Gorham—Judy 
O’Daniel or Merle Evans, Marissa-Jane Hollander, 
Murphysboro-Tim Bowers, Pinckneyville-Carole Black or 

Lularose Wilson, Sparta-Antonio Romano or Dora 
Spinney, Steeleville-Donald Badgley, Fern Thomson or 
Doris Wunderlich, Tamaroa-Ray Lowry, Trico-James H. 
Davis, and Sparta Faith Christian School-Gary Lindley. l_ 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association 
P. O. Box 38 
Steeleville, Illinois 62288 

Gentlemen: 

I intend to submit an essay in the 1977 contest. 
Please forward a set of instructions and research 
literature to me. 

Name Phone Number 

Address Zip 

Name of High School 
_J 
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Garages, Workshops, 
Utility Storage Buildings. 

Does anyone ever have enough 
space to store all the things that make 
life more enjoyable? Like boats, 
camper trailers, motor homes, snow¬ 
mobiles? Not to mention the everyday 
problem of finding room for a second 
or third car, lawn and garden equipment, the outdoor furniture, or 
dozens of other things that require weather protection. 

A low-cost Wickes utility 
building can solve the prob¬ 
lem for you—right now, and 

for years to come. These 
handsome, maintenance-free 

structures are available in the size, model or plan you need for a spa¬ 
cious garage, storage place or workshop, or all three in one if you 
want. In beautiful color steel or 
aluminum—your choice. 

Protect the things you’ve worked so 
hard to acquire. With a good-looking, 
professionally-engineered Wickes utility 
building. You’ll wonder why you 
waited so long. 

Wickes Buildings 
A Division of The Wickes Corporation 

i Name 
ILLINOIS 
Box 548, Galesburg (309) 342-3416 

1 Address 
| Town Box 336, Gilman (815) 265-7257 

Box 9, Mendota (815) 539-9325 j State 
Box 1142, Mt. Vernon (618) 756-2347 j County Box 117, Taylorville (217) 824-9851 

i Tel: 
I IR258 

Call collect or mail coupon 

Solar Grain 
Drying Conference 

(continued from page 5) 

collectors are in use each year, it also 
has the advantage of being relatively 
inexpensive—once the collection 
system is built—and readily available. 

Solar’s potential was summed up by 
Sims, who said, “I think this thing is 
really going to catch on, and there are 
a lot of farmers out there ready to 
start using it. There is plenty of energy 
out there.” 

Several Illinois electric cooperatives 
sent representatives to the conference. 
Attending were: Roger Mohrman, 
Adams Electrical Co-Operative; John 
Kober, Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
Association; Vince Ijams and Charles 
Kyle, Corn Belt Electric Cooperative; 
Randall Beasley, Holly Shriver, Rick 
Phelps and Frank Gibbons, Coles- 
Moultrie Electric Cooperative; Victor 
Ketten and David Barbey, South¬ 
western Electric Cooperative; Ray 
Weiss, Howard Schweighart and Leo 
Klingelhoffer, Illini Electric Coop¬ 
erative; Lowell R. Riffey, M.J.M. 
Electric Cooperative; and Bob Lands, 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
erative. 
Below, John Kober, member services 
director for Egyptian Electric Coop¬ 
erative Association, and Terry 
Heffernan, assistant director of 
member services for A!EC, compare 
grains dried with and without heat. 
The display was set up at the Solar 
Grain Drying Conference in Cham¬ 
paign. 
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Now all you need, 
is a good place 

to put it. 

Tl 
A beautiful, low-cost Wickes utility 

building, garage or workshop. 

Maybe all three, if you like, in one compact, space- 
efficient building. Plenty of room for equipment, vehi¬ 
cles, and other valued possessions—plus extra space 
for a workshop or hobby center, if you want it. Rugged 
professionally engineered pole-frame structures from 
Wickes Buildings with beautiful, maintenance free ex¬ 
teriors of color steel or textured color aluminum—your 
choice. Models, sizes, and plans for every need. Erected 
on your land by our own skilled crews. 

Call collect today, and see how little it costs to have 
your own 'mini-warehouse'. 

W Wickes Buildings 
A Division of The Wickes Corporation 

<■ 

Farm buildings for every requirement: machinery 
storage, beef, hogs, dairy, horses. Steel or 
aluminum exteriors. All sizes, all colors. 

ILLINOIS 
Box 548, Galesburg 
Box 336, Gilman 
Box 9. Mendota 

(309) 342-3416 Box 1142, Mt. Vernon (618) 756-2347 
(815) 265-7257 Box 117, Taylorville (217) 824-9851 
(815) 539-9325 

Name- 

Address_ 

County_ 

Town  

State_ .Phone. 
TR'384 

□ Trucks 

□ Cars 

□ Boats 

□ Bikes 

□ Campers 

□ Trailers 

□ Outdoor Furniture 

□ Lawn and Garden 
Equipment 

□ Snowmobiles 

□ (A Handy Hideaway) 
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There are several types of electric suppliers. We are all 
familiar with the investor-owned utility, such as Illinois 
Power and Central Illinois Public Service. Then, there are 
numerous municipal systems, such as those in the cities of 
Red Bud, Waterloo, and our own state capital, Springfield. 
As cooperative members you receive service from yet 
another type. . .the rural electric cooperative. 

The investor-owned utilities in Illinois are regulated by 
the Illinois Commerce Commission. Municipal systems are 
governed by the elected officials of the municipality. Rural 
electric cooperatives are owned and operatived by the 
members. In essence, the consumers of all three types of 
electric suppliers exercise a certain degree of control over 
the rates and conditions that govern their service. 

If a problem arises that cannot be resolved at the local 
level, the public utility customers must go through the 
channels of the state regulatory agency to seek relief. 
Although this method does produce results, it is somewhat 
complicated for the average layman and time consuming. 

Those receiving electric service from the municipality 
can get a little closer to the question of control by 
exercising their right of dissent at the polls, thus bringing 
this type of supplier a little closer to home, but still leaving 
something to be desired, particularly in the larger cities. 

The rural electric cooperative, although by no means 
perfect in scope, does afford the consumers a more 
democratic way of expressing themselves through the 
cooperative’s annual meeting, and this brings us to the 
subject I wish to discuss with you at this time. 

In 1936, the United States Congress passed the 
enabling legislation creating the Rural Electrification 
Administration. Basically, this agency was established to 
provide low-interest, long-term loans to the utility industry 

willing to extend their electric lines into the sparsely 
populated countryside. Very few utility companies availed 
themselves of this program. This brought about the creation 
of the rural electric cooperative, which heretofore did not 
exist. 

Folks residing in the rural areas, more often through 
the leadership of the various farm organizations, banded 
together to provide for themselves collectively what they 
could not acquire for themselves individually. In this 
manner, Egyptian Electric Cooperative came into existence 
some 39 years ago. 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative is an Illinois not-for- 
profit corporation chartered to deliver central station 

electric service to its membership on a cost basis. 
Each consumer, or customer, of Egyptian Electric 

Cooperative actually becomes a member of the cooperative 
when making application for electric service and paying the 
required membership fee. 

This year, our annual meeting will be held on 
THURSDAY EVENING, APRIL 21, AT 7:30, in the 
Steeleville High School Gymnasium. 

Going back a few years, the annual meeting was a 
two-day event. People of the Steeleville community knew it 
was Egyptian Electric’s annual meeting time when they saw 
the bigtop tent go up on the Legion baseball diamond. The 
annual meeting consisted of the business session of the 
cooperative with election of directors for the ensuing year, 
introduction of political personalities, both local and 
national, displays of appliances and other related 
equipment, vaudeville-type entertainment, a gala queen 
contest, a home talent contest, and plenty of balloons and 
squawkers for the younger set. Annual meeting time 
likened only to the County Fair, with the crowd running 
into the thousands. Sorry to say, the nostalgia of this type 
of annual meeting has gone into oblivion like many other 
institutions of the past. 

Hopefully, some day it will be revived. I wish you 
would join with us in making 1977 that turn-around year. I 
think we have much for which we can be justly proud and 
pleased, having gone through this arctic winter with few, if 
any, outages. Your cooperative has not had to ask you to 
curtail any service—residential, agricultural or industrial 
load. We have not had to raise rates since January 1975. We 
are presently well below one of our sister suppliers and on 
par with the other. We, as members, have much for which 
we can be thankful. 

Egyptian Electric has a total membership of 
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Announcing Your Electric Cooperative's Annual Meeting! 
Thursday, April 21, 1977 — 7:30 p.m. Steeleville High School Gym 

APRIL 

S M T W T F S 

1 2 
3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
17 18 19 20 (51)22 23 
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

Vi mile south of Highway 4 on South Sparta Street 

Mark Your Calendar Now! 
Watch the Mail for Your April Issue of Illinois Rural Electric News, 

Which Will Contain the Official Notice of Annual Meeting 

For the benefit of our new members 
and as a reminder to our members of 
long standing, we would like to stress 
the importance of your annual 
meeting. We wish to call to your 
attention the provisions for the annual 
meeting as contained in the coop¬ 
erative’s bylaws. 

No member may hold more than 
one membership in the cooperative. 
No membership in the cooperative 
shall be transferable, except as pro¬ 
vided in the bylaws. True, you may 
have several meters in service, even at 
different locations, but there is only 
one membership certificate per 
member. 

Your cooperative needs an active, 
interested membership in order to 
have a well-functioning Board and 
good management. It takes all three of 
these vital elements to operate 
successfully. 

Your rural electric cooperative is a 
far more complex operation today, 
than it was 30 years ago—or even 10 
years ago,—yes, even five years ago. 
This is evident in many ways, 
especially since the oil embargo and 
ever increasing inflation. 

We have “weathered some storms” 
and we are confident that we will be 
able to meet the many new challenges 
ahead if we continue to have the 
interest of the membership. 

Since 1946, three Egyptian Electric 

Cooperative directors have been either 
elected or reelected, by the members, 
at the annual meeting. 

The nominees must be members and 
bona fide residents of the area served 
by the cooperative. The nominees 
cannot in any way be employed by or 
financially interested in a competing 
enterprise or business selling electric 
energy or supplies and materials to the 
cooperative. 

A director cannot receive a salary 
for his services, but may receive 
expenses for attending board meetings 
and other related cooperative business. 
A director cannot receive compen¬ 
sation for serving the cooperative in 
any other capacity. 

A nominating committee is 
appointed by the board, not less than 
thirty days or more than sixty days 
before the date of the annual meeting 
at which time directors are to be 
elected. The nominating committee, of 
not less than five nor more than eleven 
members, shall be selected as to give 
equitable representation on the 
committee to the geographical areas 
served by the cooperative. 

The nominating committee shall 
prepare and post a list of nominations 
for directors on the headquarter’s 
office door in Steeleville and Murphys- 
boro, at least 20 days before the 
annual meeting. 

It is also provided in the bylaws that 

any 15 members or more may make 
other nominations in writing, over 
their signatures, not less than 15 days 
prior to the meeting, and the secretary 
shall post the nominating petition at 
the same place where the report of the 
nominating committee is posted. 

As in most all elections, additional 
nominations may be made from the 
floor prior to the election at the 
annual meeting. 

Needless to say, personal 
qualifications are that a candidate be 
able to represent the membership on 
an impartial basis; be willing to 
promote and safeguard the interest of 
the cooperative, and be faithful in 
attending regular-scheduled board 
meetings. 

Electric cooperative directors 
should be ever mindful of their duties 
and objectives of the cooperative, 
which have remained the same since its 
origin—to make electric energy 
available to members at the lowest 
possible cost, consistent with sound 
economy and good management:, and 
not to operate for pecuniary profit, 
either to itself or to its members. 

This is what being a DIRECTOR is 
all about—looking after your interest, 
holding the cooperative in trust, and 
providing dependable electric service, 
for the mutual benefit of all. 

We sincerely hope that you will 
attend this year’s annual meeting. 

NOTICE OF CLOSING: The Steeleville and Murphysboro offices will be closed on Good Friday, April 8, and Memorial Day, 
Monday, May 30, 1977. 

approximately 7,900, consisting of approximately 9,300 
connects, or meters. Last year we had a membership 
turnout at the annual meeting of less than 400. This year 
we have made a special effort to provide for you an 
outstanding program furnished by the Stauffer Chemical 
Company entitled “Stewards of the Soil.” I am sure you 
will agree after seeing this program that it is truly 
outstanding. It brings the agricultural community together 
with the urban and suburban areas. It brings to light the 

MARCH, 1977 

true meaning of working together toward a common goal in 
the spirit of cooperation. 

Your board of directors, your manager and your 
employees would appreciate your making an extra special 
effort to attend this year’s annual meeting, and don’t forget 
to bring along with you a friend or neighbor. We would like 
to double last year’s attendance. 

In signing off this column, I will simply say, “Hope to 

see y’all at the annual meetin’.” 
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Winter bitterly cold temperatures froze the Mississippi along Illinois' western border, halting barge traffic and delaying 
shipments of vita! supplies north. In addition, Ohio River barge traffic was halted because of ice, leaving hundreds of barges 
and towboats virtually stranded. 

Degree-day records illustrate winter's 
severity 
(continued from page 14) 

no matter what kind of energy 
provided the heat. 

To make matters worse, the degree- 
day figures do not take into account 
the wind-chill factor. As far as the 
degree-day is concerned, the wind 
makes no difference at all. And, when 
it comes to heating your home it may 
not—provided your home is well-sealed 
against the wind with caulking, 
weather stripping and storm windows. 

Even as cold and expensive as the 
weather has been here, we have been 
fortunate. To the east of us, the 
weather was much worse. Schools 
closed and factories reduced hours or 
went completely out of production. 
Millions of workers were idled; many 
are still not back at work. 

All in all, it has been the kind of 
winter our grandparents talked about, 
but this one was worse, according to 
the records. Throughout Illinois, it has 
been a winter to remember, even 
though most of us would rather forget 
it. 

AGRICULTURE 
48 X 72 X 14 

26X13 DOUBLE SLIDE DOOR 

$5995 oo 
All Steel * Clear Span 
26 Gauge Sheeting 
Different Sizes Available 
Adaptable Grain Storage 
Engineering Certified for 

Your State 

COMMERCIAL 

$5995 oo 
All Steel * Clear Span 

Different Sizes Available 

26 Gauge Sheeting 

Engineering Certified for 
Your State 

40 X 75 x 10 

A SHOP FOR COMMERCIAL OR FARM USE 
$3495 00 30x48x12 Slope Wall 

16x11 Double Slide Door All Prices FOB Our Factory and 
Subject to Change 

OZARK 
FARM 

STRUCTURES 
P. 0. BOX 4848GS 
SPRINGFIELD, MO. 

65804 

(417) 887-4214 

NAME .PHONE ( ). 

ADDRESS. 

CITY  STATE .ZIP- 

SIZE NEEDED: 

DATE TO BUILD: 
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Weather Service 

Tornadoes were the topic of discussion at Spoon River Electric Co-operative recently when the cooperative hosted a tornado 
spotters meeting. Manager Bill McCamey, left, talked weather with Roger Geer, center, official-in-charge of National Weather 
Service office in Peoria, and Gene Burchett, coordinator of the Fulton County Emergency Services and Disaster Agency 
(formerly Civil Defense). Geer praised the area tornado-spotting organization, calling it "one of the best in the nation." 

“and we always ask spotters to look 
for rotation. In fact, we have a slogan 
that goes like this: ‘If it doesn’t spin, 
don’t call it in.’ ” 

“On the average,” Geer told his 
audience, “about 700 tornadoes strike 
each year in the United States, and no 
state is really safe from them. We hope 
that by having spotters we can keep 
loss of life to a minimum. We can’t 
save property, but we can save lives, 
and that’s the most important thing.” 

A good estimate of wind speed is 
helpful in keeping track of storm 
systems, Geer said, and it is possible to 
estimate wind speeds fairly closely. 

“If large branches are moving and 

you can hear whistling in overhead 
wires, the wind velocity is about 25 to 
31 miles an hour, and if whole trees 
are moving and it’s inconvenient to 
walk against the wind, that indicates 
speeds to 32 to 38 miles an hour. 

“If small branches or twigs break, 
and the wind impedes walking, the 
wind is blowing 39 to 46 miles an 
hour, while speeds of 47 to 54 miles 
an hour will cause slight structural 
damage and break larger branches and 
weak limbs,” Geer said. 

“Winds of 55 to 63 miles an hour 
will cause moderate structural and tree 
damage,” he continued, “and winds of 
64 miles an hour and above cause 

heavy-to-severe structural and tree 
damage.” 

Information on hailstorm activity is 
appreciated by the weather service, 
too, Geer said, and the data is more 
useful if the size of hailstones is 
reported. “It’s helpful if you relate the 

size of the hailstones to the sizes of 
such common objects as peas, marbles, 
golf balls, and so on,” he told the 
utility men, “or if you tell us its 
approximate diameter in inches.” 

Geer also outlined what should be 
done in the event a tornado watch is 
broadcast. “A tornado watch is issued 

(continued on page 22) 
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OFFICIAL NOTICE 

Egyptian Electric Cooperatiue Association 
Annual Meeting 

This Is Vour Official Notice 
of Annual Meeting 

President’s 

Invitation 
by Archie Hamilton 

To Be Held Thursday, April 21, 1977, at 

7:30 p.m., 

Steeleville High School Gym. 

(Gym located one-half mile South of Highway 
4 on South Sparta Street.) 

Action Will Be Taken 

on the Following Matters: 
1. Report on the number of members present, in order 

to determine the existence of a quorum. 
2. Reading of the notice of the meeting and proof of the 

due publication or mailing thereof, or the waiver or 
waivers of notice of the meeting, as the case may be. 

3. Reading of unapproved minutes of previous meetings 
of the members and the taking of necessary action 
thereon. 

4. Presentation and consideration of reports of officers, 
trustees and committees. 

5. Election of board members. 
6. Unfinished business. 
7. New business. 
8. Adjournment. 

Copies of the bylaws are available at the cooperative’s 
offices upon request. 

A. C. Hayer, Secretary 
Board of Directors 
Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association 

Thursday, April 21, 1977, is the most important date 
of the year for your electric cooperative. This is the date of 
our annual meeting, to be held at 7:30 p.m., in the 
Steeleville High School Gymnasium. 

As President of the Board of Directors, it is my 
privilege and responsibility to urge you to attend your 
annual meeting. Your manager and board feel a strong 
obligation to provide the opportunity for all members of 
the cooperative to know what is going on in their 
cooperative, what changes are taking place and what the 
effects will be upon the members. Certainly, if our 
members know what has been done and what the problems 
are, they will better understand the decisions that have to 
be made. 

We will report all important actions taken during the 
year; and problems that face the cooperative will be 
brought to your attention. 

Each year brings changes and having to cope with 
change is the price we pay for the privilege of living in our 
present economy. We can no longer base our judgments and 
decisions entirely on methods and trends of the past, as 
changes in the electric power industry are occurring at an 
accelerating rate. 

The days of limitless energy at low cost are over. 
Inflation greets us with every purchase we make. This 
doesn’t mean that we are going to give up our modern way 
of life. It does mean we have to think more about 
energy conservation and using it more efficiently. 

It is important that your manager and directors, as 
well as employees, keep abreast of changes within the 
cooperative; and it is just as important to us, that the 
members understand how the cooperative keeps the 
members’ interest in mind. 

Do support your cooperative and accept this special 
invitation to attend this year’s annual meeting. We think 
you will appreciate the presentation, “Stewards of the 
Soil.” The cooperative is most fortunate in obtaining 

this excellent program from the Stauffer Chemical 
Company. 

Drawing for Attendance Prizes - at Close of Meeting 
(Must Be Present to Win Prizes) 
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Nominations for Office of Director 
Nominations by Committee: 

The nominating committee, in compliance with the 
By-laws of the Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
Association, met in Steeleville, in the office of the 
cooperative, on March 4, 1977, at 7:30 p.m., to 
nominate candidates for the office of director of the 
cooperative to serve for a three-year term, to be voted 
upon by the membership of the cooperative in its annual 
meeting to be held on April 21, 1977, in the Steeleville 
High School gymnasium. 

Mr. Russell Mohr was duly selected as chairman of 
the committee, and attorney Paul H. Nehrt was selected 
as secretary of the meeting. 

The chairman requested the secretary to read the 
minutes of last year’s nominating committee meeting. 

The chairman instructed the committee that one or 
more nominations could be made by the committee and 
placed on the ballot for each term expiring. 

Mr. Boyd nominated Mr. A. C. Hayer of Sparta, 111. 

Mr. Leinicke nominated Mr. Kenneth Saul of Ava, 
111. 

Mr. Mohr nominated Mr. Edward C. Timpner of 
Pinckneyville, 111. 

It was moved by Mr. Hemann, seconded by Mr. 
Hornbostel, that the nominations be closed and that the 
above members be duly selected as nominees and their 
respective names be placed on the ballot to be voted 
upon at the annual membership meeting on April 21, 
1977. Motion carried. 

There being no further business, motion was duly 
made and seconded that the meeting be adjourned. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Russell E. Mohr, Chairman 

Albert A. Burmester 
Clyde B. Boyd 
Raymond Leinicke 
Earl E. Koehn 

A. W. Hornbostel, Jr. 
Daniel J. Pager 

William I. Hemann 
Wesley Heine 

For Your Information: 
The board members nominated 

above for reelection have served on the 
board of directors for a total of 29 
years: A. C. Hayer, R. 3, Sparta, 7 
years; Kenneth Saul, R. 2, Ava, 3 
years, and Edward Timpner, R. 1, 
Pinckneyville, 17 years. 

Other directors-at-large who are 
serving on the board are: Dale Smith, 
R. 1, Cutler, 9 years; Archie Hamilton, 
R. 2, Ava, 8 years; John E. Steele, R. 
1, Campbell Hill, 4 years; Harold 
Dycus, 2602 Sunset Drive, Carbon- 
dale, 1 year; Frank Jacquot, R. 1, 
DeSoto, 21 years, and Frank M. 
Easdale, R. 2, Coulterville, 35 years. 

Altogether, these directors represent 
the membership in the cooperative’s 
service area, which includes the 
counties of Jackson, Perry, and 
Randolph (including Kaskaskia Island) 
and parts of Williamson, Washington, 
Monroe, St. Clair and Union counties. 

The territory served by EECA is 
bounded on the west by the 
Mississippi River; extends north to a 
point south of New Athens and drops 
southeastwardly to DuQuoin and 
Carterville, extending as far south as 
the northern boundary line of Union 
County. 

Annual Meeting 
Registration 
Instructions: 

Your Last Name, 
Please 

The membership will be divided 
alphabetically, by the last name. There 
will be three lines in the gym at the 
Steeleville High School for registering 
members. Be sure that you get in the 
correct line, as it speeds registering and 
keeps the line moving. Members must 
be registered by 7:30 p.m. to qualify 
for the Early Bird prizes. Registration 
will begin as early as 6:30 p.m. 

Annual Meeting 
Grand Prize 

Hotpoint 
Trash Compactor 

With Grooved 
Cherrywood Top 

Early Bird Prize 

10 Credits for $10 
on Electric Bill 

And A Black And Decker 
Cordless Electric Lawn Mower 

Free Gift 

Free Gifts to Each 
Registered Member 
A New Metric Thermometer 

With Centigrade (Celsius) 
And Fahrenheit Readings. 

Entertaining Program "Stewards of the Soil" by Stauffer Chemical Company. 
A DRAMATIC AUDIO-VISUAL PRESENTATION THAT TELLS THE STORY OF FARMING AND AGRICULTURE. 
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Agriculture leaders 

Governor James Thompson talks with Senator John L. Knuppel, Virginia, left, 
and Senator Thomas C. Hynes, Chicago. Knuppel is chairman of the Senate 
Agriculture, Conservation and Energy Committee and Hynes is President of the 
Senate and Majority Leader. At the far right is Sid Hutchcraft, executive vice 
president of the Illinois Pork Producers Association, who served as master of 
ceremonies. 

Robert l/V. Vander P/uym, left, manager of Clinton County Electric Cooperative, 
Breese, and Representative Dwight Friedrich, Centralia, discuss matters of 
interest to lawmakers and agriculture leaders. 

hear Go^ei 
for Centurj 

/ 

Characterizing the program as one 
which could “potentially 

revolutionize food production as we 
know it,” Governor James Thompson 
told over 330 persons attending the 
Illinois Agriculture Legislative Break¬ 
fast in March that he had recom¬ 
mended fiscal year 1978 commitment 
of $3.7-million to a program which 
will cost about $36-million during the 
next two years. 

The Governor said the “Food for 
Century III” project “is to build the 
facilities that are necessary for 
expanded research efforts in the field 
of agriculture —research efforts 
directed toward increasing the overall 
productivity of agriculture.” 

The annual breakfast is sponsored 
by 32 commodity groups, including 
the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives. 

Noting that agricultural programs, 
services and research are closely tied to 
colleges and universities, the Governor 
pointed out that many people still 
think of agriculture in the context of 
the classical dirt farmer of several 
decades ago, buying seed, planting it, 
reaping the crop and hauling it to 
market. 

“Yet we know that the tremendous 
crop yields that result year after year 
are tied directly to research advances,” 
the Governor said, “and we also know 
that farming, therefore, involves a 
continuing education aspect for 
farmers. This education occurs 
directly through the Cooperative 
Extension Service of land-grant 
universities and state agricultural 
experiment stations. 

“Also, there is a need for 
professionals in the agriculture fields, 

such as the specialists involved in 
providing services to farming or 
running agriculture-related industries,” 
he said. 

Funds for a new veterinary 
medicine basic sciences building and 
an agricultural engineering building at 
the University of Illinois at Urbana- 
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^Wickes Buildings 

So many. 

Who else but Wickes Buildings has 
erected so many beautiful new garages, 

workshops and utility storage 
buildings for so many thousands 

of satisfied customers. Every 
one an attractive, professionally- 

engineered structure, built 
to strict quality standards by skilled 

Wickes Buildings crews. Rugged, dependable 
poleframe construction with maintenance-free 

exteriors of color steel or aluminum. Attractively priced 
of extended payment plans for qualified buyers. 

RURAL AMERICA’S LEADING BUILDER OF 
TILITY STORAGE BUILDINGS, GARAGES AND WORKSHOPS 

Call Collect or Mail Coupon Today 

Name 

Address 

County Town 

Phone State (309) 342-3416 
(815) 265-7257 
(815) 539-9325 

Box 1142, Mt. Vernon (618) 756-2347 
Box 117, Taylorville (217) 824-9851 

ILLINOIS Box 548, Galesburg 
Box 336, Gilman 
Box 9, Mendota 

R589 

w Wickes Buildings 
A Division of The Wickes Corporation 
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EGYPTIAN ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION 

STEELEVILLE 966-3434 
MURPHYSBORO 684-2143 

csseviOjCr 

From the Pen of Your Manager 
Jim Holloway 

For this month’s column, I am taking the liberty of 
conveying my remarks as printed in the annual meeting 
program. 

I realize many of you were unable to attend the 
annual meeting. By this means, I wish to communicate my 
manager’s report to you. 

“Just a little over a month ago, I completed my first 
full year as your manager. I can honestly say that I have 
enjoyed every day in this capacity because of its similarity 
to public office. There is a great deal of personal 
satisfaction in working with and for people. 

As I hope you have already noticed, the theme of this 
year’s annual meeting is entitled “Adjusting to Changing 
Times and Holding to Unchanging Principles.” This idea 
and quotation came from Miss Julia Coleman, a teacher 
who taught our President. President Carter used this 
quotation to set the pace for his inaugural address, and I 
believe it is particularly appropriate for us in the rural 
electric cooperative program at this time. 

Egyptian Electric was founded by a group of 
God-fearing, conscientious individuals who freely gave of 
their time and talents to the establishing and formation of 
your cooperative. The principles for which these pioneers 
stood remain as viable today as they were some 40 years 
ago. 

As we all recognize, the passing of time brings change. 
Today, we are probably living in the most precarious age of 
change of our existence. 

This past winter has brought home to us the reality of 
just how dependent we have become on what was once 
thought of as an unlimited supply of energy. We at 
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Egyptian Electric were indeed fortunate that we did not 
have to curtail service, reduce loads, or sustain any degree 
of outage during the unprecedented subzero weather. 
However, I am quite sure that there are changes in store for 
us somewhere in the near future. 

When I use “we,” I mean all of us, including myself. 
We are going to learn to conserve petroleum in order to 
have gasoline available to operate agricultural machinery, 
which sustains us all in the production of food. Those of us 
who use natural gas in any form are going to learn to 
conserve its use because the supply is rapidly depleting 
itself, and what is left is needed for the production of 
fertilizer and in the applications of industry. 

Electricity is going to become, if not already, the 
staple source of everyday energy, and we need to 
understand, as customers, that its supply, too, is not 
inexhaustible. I heard a cooperative manager say the otherday 
that he was asked by a prospective home builder, “What is 
going to be the future cost of electric heat, and, more 
importantly, will it be available?” In answer to the first part 
of that question, I think it would be safe to assume that 
prices will rise unless something unexpected occurs. The 
second part of the man’s question as to availability rests 
solely with us as to how efficiently we use our present 
supply and capacities. 

Yes, we must hold to the unchanging principles of our 
forefathers, working together to provide for ourselves 
collectively what we could not acquire individually 
. . .working together toward a common goal and at the 
same time making the necessary changes to insure 
continuity of service, availability of electric energy and at 
the lowest possible price. . .a price that we can all afford. 
This in itself is'going to take your understanding, diligent 
effort on the part of your board, efficiency on the part of 
management, and cooperation among the employees. If we 
will look at the future and changes ahead as to how they 
affect us as a whole, and not necessarily individually, we 
will come through this challenge as did those who preceded 
us. If we do not look to the future collectively, we run the 
risk of doing without, individually. We live in a day and age 
when our responsibilities go far beyond our individual 
needs. 

I have great faith in our area, our state and our nation. 
Although the future may not be as easy as the past, with 
your help and assistance we will make it and I hope, into 
something in which you can be justly proud.” 
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Statement of 
Nondiscrimination 

When summer heat strikes, do you 
feel as though your “get-up-and-go” 
just goes? Then here’s news for you! 
You can get maximum comfort, for 
minimum cost, by using some “cold 
facts.” 

But, is it worth the effort to keep 
the house cool? When temperatures 
stay in the comfort range you 
automatically feel better, work better, 
and look better; so, the answer is yes! 

“Summerizing” your home is a 
good way to save money, save energy 
and save the environment. Here are 
eight ways to “cool-proof” your home 
and make sure that your cool air is not 
escaping through air leaks. 
1. Weather-strip doors and windows. 
2. Button up—close doors and 

windows from morning to evening. 
3. Use storm doors and windows. 
4. Plan your “warm activities,” like 

laundry and dishwashing, in off- 
peak hours of early morning or late 
evening. 

5. Turn off lights. 
6. Use freezer and refrigerator 

efficiently— opening these 
appliances as little as possible. 

7. Close off “hot spots.” (When 
kitchen, water heater and laundry 
areas are behind closed doors, other 
rooms stay cooler.) 

8. Use exhaust fan in kitchen and 
bath. 
Here are a few tips for saving on 
cooling bills: 

1. Inspect air filter often. 
2. Don’t over-cool. 
3. Keep condenser clean. 

“Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
Association has filed with the Federal 
Government a Compliance Assurance 
in which it assures the Rural 
Electrification Administration that it 
will comply fully with all requirements 
of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964 and the Rules and Regulations of 
the Department of Agriculture issued 
thereunder, to the end that no person 
in the United States shall, on the 
ground of race, color, or national 
origin, be excluded from participation 
in, be denied the benefits of, or be 
otherwise subjected to discrimination 
in the conduct of its program and the 
operation of its facilities. Under this 
Assurance, this organization is 
committed not to discriminate against 
any person on the ground of race, 
color or national origin in its policies 
and practices relating to applications 
for service or any other policies and 
practices relating to treatment of 
beneficiaries and participants including 
rates, conditions and extension of 
service, use of any of its facilities, 
attendance at and participation in any 

4. Follow a service schedule, as regular 
lubrication is essential.' Check fan 
belt and have a professional check 
your equipment every other year. 

5. Place window units carefully. 
When it- comes to summerizing your 

home, it pays to plan in the following: 
1. Trees for shading windows, 

especially the bedroom windows. 
2. Utility room exhaust fan. 
3. Light-colored roofing. 
4. Attic-vent fan. 
5. Awning shading southern and 

western exposure. 

meetings of beneficiaries and 
participants or the exercise of any 
rights of such beneficiaries and 
participants in the conduct of the 
operations of this organization. 

“Any person who believes himself, 
or any specific class of individuals, to 
be subjected by this organization to 
discrimination prohibited by Title VI 
of the Act and the Rules and 
Regulations issued thereunder may, by 
himself or a representative, file with 
the Secretary of Agriculture, 
Washington, D. C, 20250, or the 
Rural Electrification Administration, 
Washington, D. C. 20250, or this 
organization, or all, a written 
complaint. Such complaint must be 
filed not later than 180 days after the 
alleged discrimination, or by such later 
date to which the Secretary of 
Agriculture or the Rural Electri¬ 
fication Administration extends the 
time for filing. Identity of 
complainants will be kept confidential 
except to the extent necessary to 
carry out the purposes of the Rules 
and Regulations.” 

6. Screened porch. 
7. Outdoor cooking area. 
8. Blinds or light drapes at windows. 
9. Fireplace flue to close off escaping 

cold air. 
Now you can keep your cool this 

summer and for all future summers. 
Remember, many of these tips that 
keep your home cooler in the warm 
weather will also help keep it warmer 
in the cold weather. 

These home improvements and 
precautions are justified by the money 
you save. After all,it’s your money. 

NOTICE OF CLOSING: Offices will be closed Monday, May 30, and Monday, July 4, 1977. 
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P. O. BOX 481 ROANOKE, ILL. 61561—PHONE (309) 923-2611 
P. O. BOX 116 FLORA, IND. 46929—PHONE (219) 967-4175 

PRICE: We're still giving you the most home 
for your money. Ask our thousands of satis¬ 
fied buyers. You always get the lowest pos¬ 
sible prices from President! 
MATERIALS: President Homes are con¬ 
structed of top quality, nationally known 
materials. You're going to live in your home 
a long time; you need a builder that will 
never compromise on quality — President! 

FINANCING: These days, low prices aren't 
enough — we offer immediate, low-cost 
financing for a home you can own free and 
clear in 1 0 years! 
SERVICE: Your home will be built by experi¬ 
enced craftsmen —home construction special¬ 
ists whoquicklyturnyourplansoroneof ours 
into a quality home you'll be proud to own! 
P.M.F.S - PRESIDENT HOMES MAKES 

THE DIFFERENCE! 

Learn how you can save 
STOOO s on your new home. 
Send for full color catalog 
TO: 
PRESIDENT HOMES. 
4808 N. LILAC DR . 
MINNEAPOLIS. MINN. 
55429 (612) 537-3622 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

TOWN STATE 

ZIP PHONE 
□ 1 own a lot □ l t an gel a lot We would like to be in our new home by 1 L-30 

Write for your local Illinois President Homes Representative. 

PRESIDENT HOMES 
(CUSTOM BUILT PRE-CUT HOMES ... OUR ONLY BUSINESS I 

Home 
weatherization 
loans 

(continued from page 5) 

Shuman, a member of Coles-Moultrie 
Electric Cooperative, Mattoon, told 
Illinois cooperative leaders, “We in the 
FmHA are very enthusiastic about this 
new loan program. We have had a 
weatherization loan program, but to 
be frank, we have not been effective.” 
He said FmHA expects the new 
system, working through the electric 
cooperatives, to effectively reach rural 
residents who need help to finance 
weatherization of their homes. 

’’This will cost the cooperative time 
and money,” Shuman said, “but it will 
make for a better living standard in 
rural America.” He urged cooperative 
personnel to contact his office or any 
one of the 42 county FmHA offices in 
Illinois if additional information is 
needed by local boards of directors 
who must decide on program partici¬ 
pation. 

Jim Tucker, FmHA housing chief in 
Illinois, cautioned that not all coop¬ 
erative members would be eligible to 
participate in the loan program even if 
they meet FmHA ownership and 
income standards. Under federal law, 
FmHA loan funds cannot be used for 
improvements on property located 
within metropolitan areas or in certain 
other densely populated areas. Tucker 
said each participating cooperative 
would be given a map outlining areas 
outside the FmHA loan-making 
authority. 

In order to qualify for a home 
weatherization loan of up to a 
maximum of $1,500, a borrower must 
be a member of a participating electric 
cooperative and must certify that he 
owns the property to be improved and 
that he has an adjusted family income 
of no more than $15,600. The coop¬ 
erative will process the one-page loan 
application, assist its members in 
contracting for the weatherization 
work to be performed and obtain the 
loan funds from the FmHA for dis¬ 
bursement to the member. The 
member will repay the loan plus 
interest over a period of up to five 
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FOUR for the Money and 
Ready to Go.. 

The new Value-Master line from Wickes 
Buildings. A big breakthrough in engineered 
poleframe construction. A price break¬ 
through, too. Four popular size farm 
buildings—genuine Wickes Buildings qual¬ 
ity throughout—now available at basic, new 
low prices. Each one pre-engineered for fast, 
efficient construction at the job site by skilled 
Wickes crews. No waste time, no waste mate¬ 
rials. Just solid value, from the ground up. 
Don’t settle for less. Don’t pay more. 

w Wickes Buildings 
A Division of The Wickes Corporation 

4 popular size buildings, 
Pre-engineered to go up fast. 

Specially priced to move! 

Galesburg, Illinois, Box 548 • (309) 342-3416 

Gilman, Illinois, Box 336 • (815) 265-7257 

Mendota, Illinois, Box 9 • (815) 539-9325 

Mt. Vernon, Illinois, Box 1142 • (618) 756-2347 

Taylorville, Illinois, Box 117 • (217) 824-9851 

Call collect or mail coupon today 

Name  

Address 

j Town _ 
t 
| County . 

I Zip  

. State 

Phone 
IR682 
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EGYPTIAN ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION 
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STEELEVILLE 965-3434 
MURPHYSBORO 684-2143 
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How time does fly. It seems like just yesterday that I 
wrote my first column, which appeared in the January issue 
of the "Messenger. ” 

During that short span of time, we can point to a 
number of things that have taken place. The old record of 
kilowatt-hours purchased and kilowatt-hours sold was 
toppled on January 17. 

Our growth continues and is beginning to accelerate 
once again. Since the bulk of our supply system was built in 
the early sixties, we have begun a system-wide maintenance 
program, spread over the next three years, to help assure 
continuity of service and keep outages to a minimum. 

We are now actively promoting conservation of energy 
and are participating in the Farmers Home Administration’s 
weatherization program. 

We held our 39th annual meeting which, by the 
response, was enjoyed by those in attendance. 

The new 161,000-volt transmission line which has 
been under construction for the past several years has been 
completed and is ready to be energized. 

The most recent addition to our power plant at 
Marion, a 160-megawatt unit, is well under construction 
and on schedule. The unit should be ready to be put in 
service later next year. 

All of these things have taken a considerable amount 
of planning, coordination and effort by the board of 
directors, the employees, and a number of outside people, 
including the membership. Thus, you can see what can be 
accomplished when plans are coordinated and people work 
together. 

By no means do I want to indicate that we have all 
problems solved and an easy path toward the future. There 
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are a number of underlying problems confronting us 
presently that must be resolved soon which will have a 
tremendous effect on each of us in time to come. Within 
the next thirty days, we will have to determine our 
financial needs for the next two years, the question being 
how much money will we need for present and future 
capital spending to provide for new services and the 
upgrading of present facilities. 

Of no less importance, we will have to determine 
whether or not we must increase rates to meet today’s 
increased costs, and if so, how much. All of these decisions 
must be based on the best information at hand and 
consulting expertise available. An error in judgment or a 
wrong decision would have its consequences. It should go 
without saying, this we do not want and will strive to avoid. 

I have a high regard for, and a great deal of confidence 
in, your board of directors. Each director, in his own 
individual way, displays a measure of business management 
and conscientious thinking in behalf of the membership. 

It is up to your manager and cooperative personnel to 
keep before the board accurate, up-to-date, firsthand 
information, along with recommendations, options, and 
desired results. 

You can readily see that your business is no one- 
person organization. It’s the combination of the best of 
many. 

Once again, let me say to you who read this column, 
we solicit and appreciate your comments and your 
suggestions. Our sole purpose for existing is to be of service 
to you. 

Let me personally extend my congratulations and 
appreciation to all of those who participated in our annual 
“Youth-to-Washington” essay contest. The essays this year 
were outstanding and exceptional. 

Illinois Rural Electric 
Youth Day in Springfield 

High school juniors who qualified to represent their 
high schools at the Illinois Rural Electric Youth Day events 
April 27 were: Brent Edgar of Coulterville, Lynn Jones of 
Gorham, Robert Burke of Murphysboro, Norma Kellerman 
of Pinckneyville, Dana Gail Koenegstein of Sparta, Ed 
Wynn of Steeleville, Paulette Kabat of Tamaroa, Mary 
Elizabeth Ohlau of Chester and Andrea Leigh Chapman, 
Karin Dommermuth and Julie St. John of Carbondale. 
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Congratulations 

Dale A. Smith 

Director Dale A. Smith of Cutler was elected 
president of Southern Illinois Power Cooperative at Marion 
March 31 during the annual meeting of the generation and 
transmission cooperative. We are proud to have him 
represent our cooperative on the board and congratulate 
him on being elected president. 

E.E.CA. Directors Elected at 
Annual Meeting April 21 

Edward C. Timpner of Pinckneyville, A. C. Hayer of 
Sparta and Kenneth Saul of Ava were reelected to serve 
three-year terms on the board of directors of Egyptian 
Electric Cooperative Association. 

Other directors besides those recently reelected are: 
John E. Steele of Campbell Hill, Archie Hamilton of Ava, 
Harold Dycus of Carbondale, Frank Easdale of Coulterville, 
Frank Jacquot of DeSoto and Dale Smith of Cutler. 

Officers of Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative Board 

After the annual meeting April 21 the board of directors 
met and reorganizated to elect officers. John E. Steele of 
Campbell Hill (left) was elected president for the ensuing 
year. Kenneth Saul of Ava (center) was elected vice 
president and A. C. Hayer of Sparta (right) was reelected 
secretary-treasurer. 

New Weatherization Program for Members 
Low- and moderate-income families throughout the 

eight-county service area of Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
will soon be offered low-interest loans to finance the cost 
of home weatherization. An agreement between the 
cooperative and the Farmers Home Administration 
(FmHA) was signed Wednesday, April 20, in Steeleville, 
authorizing the new loan program. 

The Egyptian-FmHA loan agreement calls for the 
FmHA to advance federal funds to the cooperative, which 
will relend the money to qualifying Egyptian members. The 
loan funds will assist cooperative members to install 
insulation and other energy-saving devices in their homes. 
Members will repay the loans along with their monthly 
electric bills. 

In order to qualify for a home weatherization loan of 
up to a maximum of $1,500, which is more than enough to 
achieve maximum savings on heating and cooling costs, a 
borrower must be a member of Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative and must certify that he owns the property to 
be improved and that he has an adjusted annual family 
income of no more than $15,600. The cooperative will 
process the one-page application, assist the member in 
planning the weatherization work to be done and obtain 
the loan funds from the FmHA for disbursement. After the 
improvements are completed, the member will certify to 
the cooperative that he is satisfied with the work 
performed. 

The member will repay the loan plus prevailing FmHA 
interest, currently eight percent, over a maximum of five 
years. 

The board of directors authorized the participation of 
Egyptian Electric in the new FmHA home weatherization 

program after Manager James D. Holloway and John Kober 
reported on discussions at a meeting with other Illinois 
electric cooperative representatives held earlier with Charles 
W. Shuman, Illinois state director of FmHA, and members 
of his staff. Holloway said this is the most streamlined 
federal program he had seen. 

Holloway cautioned that not all Egyptian members 
would be eligible for the $1,500 maximum weatherization 
loan. “Not only does the borrower have to be a member of 
Egyptian Electric Cooperative,” Holloway said, “but the 
property to be weatherized must be owned by the member 
and be located in an area designated as ‘rural’ by FmHA.” 
Holloway added that the home could be occupied by a 
renter if the other FmHA criteria are met. 

Some deductions from total family income are 
allowed under FmHA standards to determine 
weatherization loan eligibility, Holloway said. He gave as an 
example a family consisting of two adults and two children 
under 18 years of age. “This family could have just over 
$17,000 in total income between the husband and wife and 
still qualify,” Holloway said. 

The loan program was developed over the past four 
months by FmHA and the REA as a “no-red-tape-program” 
that will help the nation’s low- and moderate-income 
families and help achieve national energy conservation 
goals. 

Holloway said, “Now as soon as we get our own office 
procedures established, we’ll be ready to process loan 
applications.” He announced that Kober, director of 
Member Services and Power Use Department, will be 
responsible for handling Egyptian Electric Cooperative’s 
FmHA weatherization loan program. 
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Among the several facets of 
. President Carter’s energy program 

is his emphasis on conservation as a 
means of meeting the nation’s energy 
demands. The President has included 
increased use of solar energy as an 
integral part of this conservation 
effort. 

There is a provision in his program 
for tax credits to homeowners who 
install solar equipment, an incentive 
which should lead to increased 
demand for solar energy systems. 

But, the increase in the demand for 
solar energy may also bring the 
charlatan and the fly-by-night installer. 
While most of the installers are honest 
and competent, many still do not 
know exactly what may be needed for 
your particular situation. The field is 
new and there are no really firm 
standards as yet. 

However, there are some things you 
can do to protect yourself if you do 
decide to go solar shopping. 

First, check with your electric coop¬ 
erative or your state homebuilders 
association to assist in locating a 
reputable, knowledgable contractor, 
and get in touch with your county 
extension office, which also may be a 
source of useful data. 

Then, know what you can expect 
from your solar apparatus. One Illinois 
resident installed 60 square feet of flat 
plate collectors in his yard and was 
disappointed that the unit would not 
heat his entire house. Actually, such a 
solar array could be reasonably 
expected to heat a 180- to 240-square- 
foot area, provided the space was well 
insulated and the collectors are fairly 
efficient. 

Flat plate collectors—the most 
common, least expensive kind—collect 
low-yield heat. To make them work 

for you, you will need a large volume, 
and to get a large volume, you will 
need a large collection area. 

If you expect to heat your entire 
home on sunny winter days, you will 
need a collector array about one- 
fourth to one-third as large as the floor 
area of your house. In other words, to 
heat a 1,500-square-foot home, you 
will need 375 to 500 square feet of 
collector panels. If a contractor tries 
to sell you a small array, ask him how 
big a percentage of your heating needs 
it can fill. 

Solar’s low-yield heat brings on 
another problem: insulation. 
Electrically heated homes need a lot of 
insulation, but solar-heated homes 
need more yet. Before a builder can 
tell you how much collector area you 
need for an existing home, he will 
need to know how much insulation 
you have in your home. Chances are it 
will not be enough. Solar-heated 
homes need to be heavily insulated 
and tightly-sealed. Some authorities 
are recommending 18 inches of 
insulation in the attic of a solar-heated 
home, with proportionate amounts in 
the walls and floor. 

The gist of all this is that if a 
contractor tells you what to expect 
from a solar furnace without doing a 
thorough heat loss study of your 
home, be wary. He will need a lot of 
data before he can make any 
predictions. 

If he tells you he can heat your 
home with a tiny flat plate collector, 

take his promise with a grain of salt. It 
cannot be done. 

A small collector can, however, do 
part of the job. Still, you will need to 
know exactly what you want, and 
realize that a system that will provide 
all your winter heat would cost a lot 
of money, both fot collectors, and for 
storage, which is necessary for sunless 

days. A solar collection system which 
is usable only for space heating, will 
probably cost you in the 
neighborhood of $20 per square foot 
of collector area, including 
installation, controls, and a storage 
system. Prices are expected to come 
down gradually in the future. 

Most systems are built around a 
water or air heat transfer system. For 
an air system, hot air is blown over 
gravel, which absorbs the heat from 
the collector panels and stores it for 
later use. For a couple of days of 
heating, in the event the sun refuses to 
shine, you will need about one cubic 
foot of rock for each two square feet 
of collector area. A water storage unit 
needs a smaller amount of storage than 
a gravel bed. A cubic foot of water will 
usually do the same job as two and a 
half cubic feet of gravel. Storage tanks 
must be very heavily insulated to be 
really useful. Check with your 
contractor to determine how much 
insulation he installs around the 
storage medium. A poor job here may 
indicate a lack of good engineering. 

Still, how well your storage medium 
holds usable heat will depend on many 
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Introducing our new VALU-MASTER line 

54x60 

FOUR for the Mone^ and 
Ready to Go... P!eFF33l§l 

The new Value-Master line from Wickes Build¬ 
ing's. A big breakthrough in engineered poleframe 
construction. A price breakthrough, too. Four popular 
size farm buildings—genuine Wickes Buildings qual¬ 
ity throughout—now available at basic, new low 
prices. Each one pre-engineered for fast, efficient con¬ 
struction at the job site by skilled Wickes crews. No 
waste time, no waste materials. Just solid value, from 
she ground up. Don’t settle for less. Don’t pay more. 

4 popular size buildings, 
Pre* engineered to go up fast 
SpeciaBy priced to move! 

Wickes Buildings 
A Division of The Wickes Corporation 

Call collect or mail coupon today 

Name Illinois Galesburg, Box 548 

Mendota, Box 9 

Gilman, Box 336 

Mt. Vernon, Box 1142 

Taylorville, Box 117 

Address 

Town 

County 

Phone 
IR782 
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From the Pen of Your Manager 
Jim Holloway 

The month of July is generally associated with 
parades, fireworks and skyrockets. From what I have been 
reading in the state and local newspapers, I would say 
the electric industry could be characterized in a similar 
manner. — Parades of consumers expressing fireworks over 
skyrocketing utility rates. 

Egyptian Electric is subject to the same costs and 
economic conditions as all other electric suppliers. Our 
retail rates are in direct proportion to our wholesale power 
costs. Wholesale power costs are directly related to the cost 
of coal and the interest rates on borrowed capital. As 
Southern Illinois Power Cooperative expands its generating 
facilities to meet our ever increasing energy demands, it has 
to borrow large sums of money at today’s higher rates of 
interest. 

Egyptian Electric has not had to raise rates since 
January 1975. From that standpoint, we are fortunate. 
However, it is anticipated that we will need to increase 
retail rates this year, effective in October. Although we are 
still testing a number of figures relative to cost, I think we 
are safe in predicting a rate increase of less than ten 
percent. 

It goes without saying that your board of directors 
and management would be elated if this increase were not 
necessary. We feel that we are indeed fortunate to have 
come this far without an increase, and that the proposed 
increase will be no higher than anticipated. 

We are doing everything possible at Egyptian to hold 
down costs—sometimes maybe a little too tight—as 
compared with the past, which brings me to another point I 
would like to call to your attention. You probably have 

heard by the grapevine that Egyptian Electric is clampin’ 
down and gettin’ tough. For those who are habitually 
delinquent, for those who do not pay their electric bill at 
all, and for those who engage in some type of meter 
tampering, you can bet what you heard is right. 

When you look at the membership as a whole, this 
category covers far less than one half of one percent. All of 
us at Egyptian believe in helping others and will certainly 
continue to do so when warranted. However, we don’t 
believe in jeopardizing the financial stability of the 
cooperative just to satisfy the delinquencies of a few. 

Each time we permit an account to go uncollected or a 
meter tampering to go unchallenged, we spread that loss 
over the other 99-plus percent that faithfully and 
conscientiously abide by the cooperative’s rules, regulations 
and policies, and pay their bills promptly by the date due. 

To the extent of helping us correct this situation, I 
would ask your cooperation. In the event that you know of 
someone tampering with a meter or other apparatus of our 
supply system, we wish that you would notify our office. If 
you hear someone complaining about “cracking down” on 
delinquencies, or in some cases “discontinuing service,” I 
wish you would remind them that in the absence of such a 
policy, part of this cost comes out of your pocket. 

These are things none of us like to talk about but they 
are facts of life. They are unpleasant, but it becomes 
someone’s task to carry them out. I guess that someone’s 
me—and to this end I accept the challenge. 

A Willie 

Conserve-A-Tip 

Attic temperatures can 
reach 150°F in the sum¬ 
mer. An automatic ex¬ 
haust fan installed in the 
attic or gable will remove 
hot air . . . and make your 
home more comfortable. 
It cuts down the cost of 
air conditioning too! 

It pays to conserve energy 
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What’s Missing 
from 
This Meter? 

The Seal 
Is Gone 

Meter Seals Are Like Locks 
Seals which your cooperative places 

on each of its electric meters are the 
same as the locks on your doors. Your 
cooperative affixes these seals on 
meters to protect both the member- 
owner and the cooperative. Breaking 
the meter seal is the same as breaking a 
door lock, an illegal entry. AND, it is 
extremely dangerous to break a meter 
seal because wires located at the meter 
base are energized. Serious injury or 
electrocution could result if contact is 
made with these meter wires. 

Broken Seals 
Indicate Tampering 

When your cooperative’s personnel 
observe a meter without a seal or with 
a broken seal, they automatically 
suspect that the seal has been broken 
for the purpose of removing the 
electric meter. Your cooperative 
requires that special permission be 
obtained from the cooperative’s head¬ 
quarters office before a meter seal can 
be broken. Therefore, your coop¬ 
erative must assume that a meter 
found without a seal has been 
tampered with. 

Honest Members 
Pay the Bill 

Your cooperative is a nonprofit 
organization, owned and controlled by 

someone taking electricity 
fraudulently or tampering with one of 
the cooperative’s electric meters in 
order to steal electricity should 
contact the cooperative immediately 
so that the proper authorities can take 
action. 

Under Illinois statutes, a person 
who knowingly tampers with their 
electric meter in order to steal 
electricity is subject to criminal 
prosecution. 

Notify Your Cooperative 
If it becomes necessary for an 

electric meter to be removed, such as 
during initial hook-up for the safety 
disconnect below the meter or because 
of necessary wiring changes, you are 
responsible for notifying your coop¬ 
erative in advance. 

its local members. One member taking 
electricity without paying for it 
contributes to the overall increase in 
the price of electricity for ALL 
members. Since your cooperative 
purchases its electricity from a power 
supplier and passes it on to members 
through its distribution system, the 
membership actually pays the real cost 
of providing electric service. Honest 
members who pay for their own 
electric energy use also pay the electric 
bills of dishonest members who 
tamper with meters or take electricity 
fraudulently by sending in meter 
readings showing less kilowatt-hours 
than were actually used. 

We believe that our members are 
honest. We need the help of the 
majority to police the small number of 
members who are not so honest. Any 
member who knows or learns of 
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Newman 
named 
Soyland man 

Stark Bro's Nurseries and Orchards Co.. 
Box A10377. Louisiana. Mo. 63353 

Choose from the world's finest selection 
of fruit trees. Grow your own fresh 
apples, peaches, pears, cherries, and 
nectarines for favorite desserts, 
canning, or eating right off the trees. 
Also.have full-size, full-of-flavor fruit 
on trees that reach only 8- to 10-feet 
tall with Stark Bro's amazing dwarf- 
size trees. 

Every variety tested and proven. 
Choose from fruit trees, shade and nut 
trees, bulbs, shrubs, berries, 
award-winning roses, and ornamentals. 

Fold here. Glue or tape all sides and mail today. No stamp needed. 

No stamp needed. 
Send for free catalog today. 

Stark Trees Bear Fruit Since 1816. 

Free catalog gives full information you 
need to select the varieties you want. 
Also, free growing guide with every 
order helps you get professional results, 
even if you've never grown anything 
before. 

Mr. 
Mrs. 
Miss 

(Please Prim) A10377 

Address 

City  State  Zip  

mmamammmi Fold here. Glue or tape all sides and mail today. No stamp needed. 

FIRST CLASS 
Permit No. 1 

Sec. 34.9 P.L. & R. 
Louisiana, Mo. 

BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 
No Postage Stamp Necessary 
If Mailed In The United States 

Postage Will Be Paid By 

Stark Bro’s Nurseries 
Box A10377 

Louisiana, Missouri 63353 

Royal B. Newman, former exec¬ 

utive director of the Florida 

Keys Aqueduct Authority, Key West, 

Florida, is the new general manager of 

Soyland Power Cooperative, Inc. 

Announcement of the appointment 

was made by Soyland President Walter 

R. Smith of Champaign, manager of 

Illini Electric Cooperative. 

The cooperative, which will be 

headquartered at Decatur, was reor¬ 

ganized in 1974 to provide the bulk 

power requirements for 15 central and 

south central Illinois electric distri¬ 

bution cooperatives. The power coop¬ 

erative has entered into an agreement 

with Illinois Power Company to 

purchase and acquire 10.5 percent 

ownership of IP’s Nuclear Clinton 

Power Station, now under con¬ 

struction near Clinton, Illinois. 

Soy land’s cost is estimated at $ 190- 

million. 

As general manager of Soyland, 

Newman will be responsible for the 

cooperative’s overall operations, nego¬ 

tiations and for assisting the 15 

member-systems in securing, through 

purchase or self-generation, an 

adequate supply of power to meet the 

needs of the nearly 100,000 member- 

consumers served by the cooperatives. 

Consumers of the 15 member- 

cooperatives are currently using 1.5 

billion kilowatt-hours (kwh) annually. 

Power costs for the 15 cooperatives 

last year exceeded $16.8-million. 

An electrical engineer with degrees 

from Auburn Community College and 

Syracuse University, Newman’s 

professional experience includes 

serving as executive director/chief 

engineer for the Virgin Islands Water 

and Power Authority from 1971 to 

1975 and five years as utility director/ 

project manager for the City of Lodi, 

California. 

In addition to his 20 years 

experience in power and water 

administration, operation, engineering, 
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Geothermal Energy 
This is another in a series of 

questions and answers about specific 
energy problems and opportunities. 
They were prepared by the Electric 
Power Research Institute in 
cooperation with the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association. 

Q: What is geothermal energy? 
A: It’s the natural steam, hot water 

and very hot rock inside the earth 
that is shallow enough to be tapped 
for generating electricity and other 
uses, such as heating buildings. 

Q: How much geothermal energy do 
we have in the United States? 

A: The U.S. Geological Survey 
estimates there is enough geo¬ 
thermal energy at practical depths 
beneath the earth’s surface to 
generate electricity at present rates 
of use for the next hundred years. 
But we won’t get even a fraction of 
that potential unless we solve some 
very tricky economic and tech¬ 
nological problems. 

Q: How much electric power are we 
generating from geothermal sources 
today? 

A: About one-tenth of one percent of 
U.S. capacity is from geothermal 
sources, all of which comes from a 
stream field at the Geysers in 
northern California. 

Q: Why haven’t we exploited more of 
the potential? 

A: The Geysers is the only place in 
America where we’ve found dry 
steam that can be commercially 
developed. Geothermal steam is 

very economical because it is just 
piped from the ground into 
turbines. Geothermal hot water 
systems are more complex and 
maintenance is costly because the 
water is so full of dissolved 
minerals. 

Q: How important are the various 
forms of geothermal energy? 

A: Natural stream, which is so easy to 
use, represents less than one per¬ 
cent of the potential. Hot water 
accounts for another 10 percent. 
Geopressured water, which 
contains dissolved methane gas as 
well as hot water, represents 20 
percent. Hot rock represents about 
70 percent of total geothermal 
potential. 

Q: Why aren’t we getting more energy 
from hot water, geopressure and 
hot rock? 

A: We’re not sure of the economics of 
extracting energy from hot water 
and geopressure systems, and new 
technology is required for hot rock 
systems. The future of these geo¬ 
thermal sources will depend on 
how successful we are in bringing 
the cost of producing electricity 
from them down to compete with 
other fuels. We also are looking at 
them as direct sources of heat. 

Q: How much research is being 
conducted? 

A: The U.S. Energy Research and 
Development Administration 
(ERDA) is spending about 
$400-million over the next five or 
six years. The electric utilities 
together are planning to invest 

some $2-billion in commercial geo¬ 
thermal development over the next 
decade if the basic technical 
problems are resolved and the 
economics are competitive. For 
example, rural electric cooperatives 
for several years have been involved 
in the Raft River experimental geo¬ 
thermal project in Idaho, partially 
funded by ERDA. 

Q: Are there any other problems 
besides economics and basic tech¬ 
nology? 

A: Yes, there is a pollution problem 
with contaminants in some steam 
and hot water systems, but that can 
be handled. 

Q: Is geothermal energy found all over 
the nation? 

A: If you go deep enough, there’s hot 
rock all over the world. But within 
reach of present drilling methods 
and within the bounds of anti¬ 
cipated economics, usable geo¬ 
thermal areas are concentrated in 
the western states, Alaska, Hawaii 
and along the Gulf Coast. 

Q: Given all the problems that still 
must be solved, how much of our 
electric power is likely to come 
from geothermal sources in the 
year 2000? 

A: It could be as high as five percent 
or less than one percent. The actual 
amount will depend on how rapidly 
existing hot water fields can be 
developed and how successful we 
are in developing new technology 
that makes geothermal energy 
forms economically competitive 
with other fuels. 
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EGYPTIAN ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION 

STEELEVILLE 966-3434 

MURPHYSBORO 684-2143 

“7 think that I shall never see 
A poem as lovely as a tree, ” 

quote Joyce Kilmer 

“Providing that the tree is not 
In an electric distribution line, ” 

quote Manager Holloway 

Throughout this past winter, individual outages and 
interruptions in service have been almost non-existent. This, 
we have taken great pride in. As the weather improved and 
the sun came out, the rains came and our problems began. 
We have had more individual outages and service inter¬ 
ruptions this past month than we have had the entire year. 

Lightning, you can’t do much about. An electrical 
storm will cause havoc throughout the system and, in most 
cases, find the weak spots and a burn-out will occur. Wind 
is another element you can’t do much about. . . .uprooting 
trees and poles and toppling lines. As the rains come, 
cracked insulators and faulty hardware begin to show up 
and are extremely hard to locate. Hot weather, too, causes 
problems with overloading of transformer capacity. How¬ 
ever, the biggest culprit that causes your power to go off is 
not lightning nor wind, rain or heat. . . .it is trees, brush and 
related shrubbery that grow under our distribution lines. 

The clearing of right-of-way by machine or hand is a 
very time-consuming and expensive operation. The spraying 
of right-of-way, where permitted and feasible, is also a 
time-consuming and expensive operation. Keeping the 
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system right-of-way cleared in order to maintain continuity 
of service is one of Egyptian’s major responsibilities. 

To this extent, we have declared war. It is not a matter 
as to IF we are going to cut, trim and/or clear the 
right-of-way, it’s a question of WHEN we are going to do 
it. . . .during the regular working hours at the prevailing 
rate, or after hours at time and a half, or on weekends and 
holidays at double time. 

For example: Our forestry crew proceeded to trim a 
member’s tree which he had planted under the line. The 
member objected and ran the crew off. Over the Memorial 
Day weekend, that same tree put the customer and his 
neighbors out of service. In order to restore service, the tree 
was then trimmed. . . .in the dark, in the rain, by a 
three-man crew, taking three hours to do the job, and all at 
double time. 

Let me say again, it is not a case of whether we are 
going to cut or trim trees growing under the lines, it’s a case 
of when we are going to do it and at what cost. 

I’m not advocating wholesale slaughter of the land¬ 
scape, folks’ yards, shade trees or ornamental shrubbery, 
but I am trying to point out to you the problems contained 
therewith. 

Several years ago, I set out a number of Chinese yews 
around our house. They looked pretty puny and sparsely 
planted then. Over the years, I have removed about 
two-thirds of what I planted, and it is a constant chore to 
keep them cut back so they will not cover the windows. We 
are all prone to the same inclinations. 

You would be doing yourself, your neighbors and 
your cooperative a favor if you would consider the location 
of your fence lines and shrubbery with relationship to your 
electric service. Permitting us to clear, cut and/or trim 
existing trees and shrubbery will be equally beneficial to all. 
You would be assuring yourself and others of dependable 
service and helping us hold down maintenance cost by 
cooperating in this venture. 

By nature, I am like most of you. . . .1 enjoy the 
outdoors and the scenic beauty of our area and wish to do 
my part in protecting the environment. With proper 
planning and cooperation, we can all enjoy the same things 
and maintain the proper balance between esthetic values 
and continuity of electric service. If you know of brush or 
trees in the line, you would be most helpful in calling this 
to our attention. 

We are here to be of service to you, and this can best 
be accomplished through mutual cooperation. In essence, 
that is the spirit of your organization. 
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Youth to Washington Winners 

Andrea Chapman of Carbondale, Karin Dommermuth 
of Murphysboro and Harold E. (Ed) Wynn of Steeleville 

represented Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association June 
11-18 in Washington, D.C. They were among 49 out¬ 
standing high school students representing 18 electric 
cooperatives. 

Robert Patton of the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives, Springfield, (right) is the director of the 
“Youth-To-Washington, D.C.” program. He accompanied 
the group to the nation’s capital, along with other tour 
escorts. 

Editors Note: Winners of the tour agree to show slides 
and tell of their experiences to at least two organizations 
(civic, school or church). If you are in need of a 
youth-oriented program, consider scheduling one of the 
young people for a program the latter part of the year or in 
1978. If interested, contact one of the winners or Manager 
James D. Holloway or Virginia Frazier in the Member 
Services Department. 

Richard Wilson 

Retires 

Richard A. Wilson, age 62, garage 
mechanic at Egyptian Electric Coop¬ 
erative Association for over 30 years, 
retired Friday, June 24. 

Richard “Dick” Wilson joined 
Egyptian Electric Cooperative August 
8, 1946, and recalls being responsible 
for only six automotive units at the 
time of employment. During the years 
of the cooperative’s growth, Dick 
found himself responsible for more 
and more passenger vehicles and 
trucks. He and his fellow worker, 
Elmer Kothe, now retired, maintained 
all shop equipment, compressors, 
power chain saws, tractors, lawn 
mowers and digging equipment 
mounted on four of the trucks. He 
also did many other jobs important for 
an efficient operation. He was on call 
during the day in the event of an 
equipment failure. His present co¬ 
worker, Claude Husband, and the 
many other employees and friends at 
the cooperative will miss him. 

Dick, who was reared in the Bremen 
area, is a graduate of Chester High 
School. He married the former 
Margaret Heitman. They are members 
of Peace Lutheran Church of Steele¬ 
ville and reside at 101 West Jenkins 
Street. Dick and Margaret are the 
parents of four children and are 
blessed with eight grandchildren. 

Richard "Dick” Wilson 

Their son, Jerry, resides in Cypress, 
California with his wife, the former 
Donna Wilson of Sparta, and two sons. 
Daughter Francis (Mrs. Dean 
Wittenborn) resides at R. R. 1, Sparta, 
along with her husband, three 
daughters and a son. Janet (Mrs. 
Robert Grefe) and Mary Lou (Mrs. 
Ronald Mahan) both have one 
daughter and both reside in the Steele¬ 
ville area. Dick served as a volunteer 
fireman for more than 25 years. He 
enjoys gardening and fishing as well as 
music and dancing. 

Cooperative personnel extend their 
best wishes for many years of health 
and happiness in the future. 

NOTICE OF CLOSING: Offices will 
be closed Monday, September 5, for 
Labor Day observance. 

New Employee 
Garage mechanic Donald Lee 

Bollman, age 3 3, of R. 1, Rockwood, 
has been hired due to Richard Wilson’s 
retirement. Bollman formerly worked 
at Cowell’s Garage. 

Donald is a graduate of the Steele¬ 
ville High School and has taken 
General Motors Parts and Service 
Technical Training and Ford Motor 
Company Parts Management Course. 

He is married to the former 
Beverley Brokoetter of Rockwood. 
They have two children, Melissa Gale, 
age 10, and Timothy, age 4. Their 
residence is located on the Pleasant 
Ridge Road in the Rockwood area. 
They are members of the St. John 
Lutheran Church of Chester. 

Donald considers gardening a 
necessity for his family and likes to 
fish and hunt, especially for deer, with 
bow and arrows. 

We welcome Donald into the EECA 
Employee Family and look forward to 
many years of pleasant association. 

Corn Dog Batter 
Heat hot dogs, then dry before 

dipping in the following batter: Mix 
together 1/2 cup cornmeal, 1/2 cup 
flour, 2 teaspoons baking powder, 
dash of salt, 1 tablespoon shortening, 
1 tablespoon sugar, 1/2 teaspoon chili 
powder and 1/2 cup milk. 

Dip hot dogs in batter, fry in deep 
shortening at 375 degrees. Yields 

enough batter for one pound of hot 
dogs. Remaining batter can be frozen. 

Courtesy Betty Brostmeyer Tamaroa 
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c r Energy 
Conservation 

k Now 

in kitchen 

This is another in a series of articles 
designed to help you save money 
through the wise and careful use of 
electricity. 

Most of your utility bills will go for 
comfort conditioning, and that’s 
where you can effect your greatest 
savings. If you’ve weather-stripped 
your home and insulated it, you’ll 
have taken a big step in keeping your 
bills down. 

Water heating is irext, and after that 
your savings will come in grudging 
little nibbles, but there are still many 
ways you can save energy around the 
house as you cook, wash clothes and 
do the dishes. 

Of course, food preparation takes 
energy, and you can save by making 
sure your refrigerator and freezer are 
in good condition, especially the door 
gaskets. Close a piece of paper in the 
door and try to pull it out. If it slips 
out easily, your gaskets need replace¬ 
ment. You can save a little, too, by 
opening the doors as few times as 
possible, and a little more by 
defrosting regularly. It is wise to 
vacuum your refrigerator/freezer coils 
occasionally, making sure to unplug 
the appliance before poking around 
with the crevice cleaner. The coils are 
usually attached to the back of a 
refrigerator, or in the bottom section. 

The kitchen range is another place 
where small savings can add up to big 
annual savings. Be sure to cook on 
elements that are about the same size 
as the pan, and certainly no larger. 
Incidentally, glass or ceramic cook¬ 
ware is a little more efficient than 
metal. Use a tight-fitting lid, unless the 

recipe calls for cooking uncovered, and 
shut the unit off a few minutes before 
the food is completely cooked. 
Residual heat will do the rest. 

Ovens take a lot of current. For that 
reason, you’ll be wise to use your oven 
efficiently, and bake an entire oven 
full of food at a time. You can store 
the rest for later use, being sure to 
cool it to room temperature before 
placing it in a freezer or refrigerator. 
Or, if you have a small countertop 
oven, it is more efficient—if you can 
only bake one item anyway—to bake it 
in the smaller unit. 

Probably one of the biggest 
mistakes people make in baking is 
peeking. When you open the oven 
door, as much as a quarter of the heat 
is lost, the thermostat signals for more, 
and the oven’s heating element pulls 
additional current. Cook by time and 

temperature! Be sure to preheat only a 
few minutes, and you can turn the 
oven off a few minutes before the 
cooking time is up. With a large roast, 
you can shut the oven off as much as 
30 minutes before cooking time is up, 
if you can resist the temptation to 
peek. 

These energy conservation measures 
won’t spell the difference between 
wealth and poverty, but they will save 
you a few dollars a year, and they’ll 
help conserve valuable natural 
resources, too. 

' To: A.I.E.C. Member Services Department 
P.O. Box 3787 
Springfield, Illinois 62708 

Please mail me copies of the publication 

“Money Saved... Or Up The Chimney’’ 
(For each copy, enclose $2.00 to cover the cost of the book and 
postage and handling.) 

Please Print Name  —  —  
| Mailing Address     
I City. State Zip. 

I  
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Light 

aircraft repair 

is his 

enjoyable work 

(Continued from page 5) 

have anybody who can do recovers on 
the older fabric-covered planes, and I 
love the heck out of that kind of 
work. I kind of got into it as a fun 
hobby,” he says,” adding, “I really 
enjoy doing the very kind of work 
they don’t want to be bothered with.” 

Max is expanding his operation 
slowly, working on the hangar or 
airfield, as his work load permits or 
requires. “At first I kept all the planes 
I was working on in the hangar, but 
there got to be too many, so I put a 
couple of tiedowns outside. When I get 
more airplanes than I have space for, I 
go out and put in another tiedown. 

“I’ve got a set of plans for installing 
runway lights,” he says, “and I hope 
to do that soon, and I’ll have a fuel 
setup in the very near future, too.” 

Max notes that interest in aviation 
seems to be picking up in Brown 
County. “As far as I can tell, there are 
about 15 5 light plane owners in Brown 
County and the adjoining counties,” 
he says, “and that number’s increasing 
every day. There’s an awful lot of 
interest in aviation around here, and I 
think my shop has helped spark it 
because it exposes many local people 
to avaition. Many of them had never 
really become interested before 
because they had never thought about 
it. 

“There are a lot of people who get 
almost a fever when they get around 
airplanes,” he says “and that seems to 
be what’s happening here. There’s even 
talk about a flying club, where people 
will be able to go in together to buy an 
airplane and take flight instruction.” 

It looks as though grass roots 
aviation is taking off in Brown 
County. 

OUR 
man 

The building that has everything 
for the Man who has 
everything! i Plenty of floor and wall space for 

workshop or hobby area. 

■ Sliding track door in rear endwall 
permits straight-thru, in-or-out 
access for tall vehicles. 

■ Flexible door 
arrangements—endwalls 
sidewalls, or both. 

■ High, wide sliding 
doors (11' 3” high) provide 
plenty of clearance for 
motorhomes, travel 
trailers, etc. 

■ Track door slides in front of overhead 
door, opens to full 15' width. 

■ Beautiful 
color exteriors, 

steel or aluminum 
—your choice. 

Walk-in service door 
(3' wide x 6' 8" high) 

i Standard-size overhead door for cars, 
boats, pick-up truck, etc. 

the Man in the Red Car! 
Find out how little it costs to have this beautiful, 
professionally engineered building erected on 
your land by our own skilled crews. Take your 
time paying for it too; no installment payments ’til 
January, 1978. 

w Wickes Buildings 
A Division of The Wickes Corporation 

ILLINOIS Mail coupon or call collect 

Box 548, Galesburg (309) 342-3416 
Box 9, Mendota (815) 539-9325 
Box 336, Gilman (815) 265-7257 
Box 1142, Mt. Vernon (618) 756-2347 
Box 117, Taylorville (217) 824-9851 

ivdme —    

Hnunty 

Phone 
IR9 
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EGYPTIAN ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION 

STEELEVILLE 965-3434 

MURPHYSBORO 684-2143 

esseviojev 

From the Pen of Your Manager 
Jim Holloway 

In previous issues of the “Messenger,” I have discussed 
with you wholesale power costs, along with present and 
proposed retail rates. Egyptian Electric has maintained its 
present retail rates since January 1975. 

Your board of directors, manager and staff have spent 
many hours over the past several months analyzing and 
reviewing the many costs that go into the ultimate price of 
our product. . .SERVICE AND ELECTRICITY. We have 
been assisted in these studies by the Rural Electrification 
Administration, our consulting engineers and auditors. 

Subsequently, the board of directors, at its July board 
meeting, approved the rate increase as recommended and 
submitted to REA a system rate increase of approximately 
12 percent to be effective with the October billing. 

For the purpose of comparison, please note the 
present Farm and Residential rates, as shown below, along 
side the proposed rates, as submitted to REA. 

Minimum 
Next 
Next 
Next 
Over 

PRESENT RATE 
FARM & RESIDENTIAL 

0-30 kwh 
70 kwh @ 

100 kwh @ 
400 kwh @ 
600 kwh @ 

$4.00 
8.0 cents per kwh 
4.5 cents per kwh 
2.5 cents per kwh 
2.3 cents per kwh 

PROPOSED RATE 
FARM & RESIDENTIAL 
Effective October 1977 

Minimum 
Next 
Next 
Next 
Over 
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0—30 kwh 
70 kwh @ 

100 kwh @ 
400 kwh @ 
600 kwh @ 

$5.00 
8.0 cents per kwh 
4.5 cents per kwh 
3.0 cents per kwh 
2.6 cents per kwh 

Basically, we have increased the minimum bill from $4 
to $5. The next 70 kilowatt-hours remain the same. The 
next 100 kilowatt-hours remain the same. For those using 
200 kilowatt-hours or less per month, this is an increase of 
$1. The next 400 kilowatt-hours have been increased from 
2.5 cents to 3.0 cents. This is an increase of $2. 

For those using 600 kilowatt-hours per month, this 
would amount to a $3 increase. Kilowatt-hours over 600 
have been increased from 2.3 cents to 2.6 cents. From here 
you would have to compute your own bill relative to the 
number of kilowatt-hours used. 

The system average, per member, is approximately 
1,000 kilowatt-hours per month. On the present rate, this 
would amount to $33.30. On the new rate, this would 
amount to $37.50, a difference of $4.20, a 12.6 percent 
increase. 

I would like to point out that our Farm and 
Residential rates, as reflected in your rate schedule, contain 
a fuel adder (cost of coal) and the five percent State Utility 
tax. We have absorbed these items in the past and will 
continue that practice in the new rate schedule. 

The only addition to our rates are the municipal 
utility taxes levied, depending upon your location 
(Carbondale, Carterville or DeSoto). 

The various other rate schedules for Small Power 
(Schedule B), Large Power (LP-1 and LP-2) and individual 
contracts, such as the U.S. Corps of Engineer Lock and 
Dam, the Kaskaskia Regional Port District coal dock, 
Consolidated Coal maintenance shop, etc., have been 
similarly increased. Security lights have been increased from 
$3.50 per month to $4. 

These rate increases were inevitable to provide 
additional revenue to cover the increased cost in almost 
every area of the cooperative’s operation and to produce 
the necessary operating capital to provide for continuity of 
service. Inflation continues to have an effect on the cost of 
materials, supplies, equipment, wages and taxes. With the 
higher interest rates in effect from REA and National Rural 
Utilities Cooperative Finance Corporation, the cost of 
funding system improvements and construction of new 
services is at a substantially higher interest rate than the 
has paid in the past. TWO PERCENT MONEY is gone and 
has been replaced at SIX PERCENT PLUS. 

Our largest cost, of course, is wholesale power. In 
1976 wholesale power took 53.15 cents of each revenue 
dollar. Southern Illinois Power Cooperative.has recently 
increased its wholesale rates fifteen percent on the base 
rate, plus the additional cost of coal, better known as the 
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fuel adder, which fluctuates each month. 
Even with this rate increase the membership of 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association will continue to 
enjoy one of the lowest rates of any electric supplier in the 
state. We will continue, with your help, to trim our budget, 
eliminating non-essentials, better known as the fat, to bring 
you dependable service at the lowest possible cost. Our 
basic purpose of being in business, and our prime 
responsibility, is to keep the lines up and energized and the 
prices down. To that end your board, consultants, manage¬ 
ment and employees are dedicated. If any of you have any 

questions relative to our operation, our rates, our policies 
or conditions of service, please do not hesitate to contact 
your board of directors, any of your employees or myself 
personally. The success of this organization depends on the 
cooperation and understanding of the members and 
openness of the part of management. 

For those of you who are self-billers, new billing 
supplies, rate charts, envelopes, and the like, will be mailed 
to you in time for the October billing. 

We thank you. 

The days are growing shorter and 
we are beginning to wonder where the 
summer has gone. 

As children return to school, we 
have to pause and consider the 
priorities for our “money” and 
“time.” In these busy years of 
inflation, we have to learn to regulate 
and discipline ourselves to meet many 
goals. For example, your cooperative 
continually stresses conservation of 
electric power through “wise use” of 
it. We always have and we always will. 
Often, in conserving power and time, 
we conserve money. 

One time that we at Egyptian 
Electric Cooperative are interested in 
is “peak time.” A second one is 
“off-peak time.” Peak time is when 
the greatest demand of electricity is 
called for on the electric system 
(usually breakfast, dinner and supper 
hours). Off-peak time is when the 
demand for electricity is not as great. 
Many homemakers can help us save 
money, which could be passed on to 
them. This could be done by doing 
laundry and some odd household jobs 
requiring electricity at off-peak time. 
If everyone would practice this it 
could eventually lower the cost of 
electricity. It is the peak load that 
determines our cost, which is passed 
on to the consumer. When the peak¬ 
load jobs are transferred to other times 

In many instances, electrical 
appliances and equipment are 
still low-cost servants, compared 
to paying a laborer to do the task 
that the electrical servants 
perform. The advantage of 
electricity is that it is clean. It 
does not pollute at the point of 
use. It is as clean, quiet and safe 
as a light bulb. Electricity is a 
wonderful servant and it is still a 
good bargain. 

of the day or night, we shave the peaks 
and lower our costs. This requires the 
cooperation of everyone. Conservation 
will save you and the cooperative 
money. 

The use of electricity is a godsend 
to mankind, removing much of the 
drudgery from daily toil and saving 
much time. The cooperative does not 
want to discourage the use of 
electricity when we emphasize 
conservation of electric power and 
other fuels. What must be emphasized 
by all electric systems, is that the 
waste or inefficient use of our natural 
resources and electricity is what must 
be avoided. (This is a fine, but 
important distinction!) Electric coop¬ 
eratives and other power suppliers are 
doing something to assure future 
supplies of electric energy; but they 
need help, not opposition, to 
accomplish this. 

When you’re choosing appliances, 
heating systems and farm equipment, 
you’ll save money in the long run and 
conserve America’s precious oil for 
cars, trucks and tractors by using 
electricity wisely, wherever you can, 
and at “off-peak” times, when 
possible. 

REMEMBER, THE TIME, WORK, 
STEPS AND YES, THE MONEY 
THAT YOU SAVE ARE YOURS! 

September 
Energy 

Conservation 

Tips 
©NRECA 

Students 
• Use fluorescent, rather than 

incandescent, bulbs where possible. 
• Burn one 100-watt bulb instead of 

two 60-watt bulb. 
• Keep lamps, shades and bulbs dust- 

free. 
• Paint ceilings and walls a light color 

to reflect light. (Dark colors absorb 
light) 

• Turn off lights when not in use; go 
to bed early! 

Notice to Diggers! 
Underground cable repairs are 

expensive and our customers dislike 
being out of service. 

If you plan to dig in our service area 
where our cable is located, or if you 
are not sure whether there are buried 
cable facilities in the area, please call 
our offices—Steeleville, 965-3434 or 
Murphysboro, 684-2143—and make 
arrangements for cable location. 

We're Open 
before we open! 

We're Open 
after we dose! 

Night Depository 

- 

NOTICE! Offices will be closed Friday, November 11, and Thursday, November 24. 
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For a long time, Gary and Diane 
Richards were bothered by the fact 

that they had no particular use for an 
old barn on their 100-acre farm near 
Casey in Clark County. They thought 
of several possible uses for the 
structure, but it was a while before 
they came up with just the right idea. 

“There were several old buildings on 
the place that we had torn down 
instead of fixing, and it really 
bothered me to let it go too, but it was 
a liability, just standing there,” he 
says. 

“For a long time we thought of 
converting it into a house,” the former 
junior high teacher relates, “and it 
would have made a great house, too, 
but that wouldn’t have made us any 
money.” 

Years ago, he says, he had thought 
of turning it into a teen center, “When 
I was young and crazy,” he laughs, but 

is no longer a liability 
Above: Old farm equipment lines the 

walls of the Richards Farm 
Restaurant, and place mats carry a 

pictoral minihistory of barns in 
America. Richards notes that he spent 

countless hours searching for the 
artifacts for the walls, and that old 

siding from four barns went into the 
interior walls of the restaurant. A t 
right: Gary and Diane go over the 

morning's receipts. 
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Joint NRECA-CFC 

committee 

(continued from page 11) 

award for its work with foreign 
participants during visits to the coop¬ 
erative. Wayne Laning, Mt. Sterling, 
Adams president, accepted the award 
on behalf of the cooperative. 

Searls also was a panelist during a 
general session discussion, “Coping 
with Conservation, ” The Illinois 
NRECA Director, Raymond 
Rusteberg, Valmeyer, presided during 
the panel discussion, Robert Wagner, 
Burnside, District 5 CFC Director, 
presided during the CFC annual 
meeting. Wagner is a director of 
Western Illinois Electrical Coop., 
Carthage. 

Stanley Greathouse, Johnsonville, 
past president of the Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives and 
Illinois NRECA Director-elect, was 
named Region V Executive 
Committeeman. Greathouse is a 
director and vice president of Wayne- 
White Counties Electric Cooperative, 
Fairfield. 

Three Illinois women were active. 
Mrs. Iona Greathouse, Johnsonville, 
was introduced as the Region V Chair¬ 
woman, Mrs. Adeline Rusteberg, 
Valmeyer, was a member of the 
woman’s nominating committee. Mrs. 
Margie Mohrman, Camp Point, was 
reelected Region V Committeewoman 
on the NRECA Women’s Action 
Committee. 

The need for developing power 
supply capability to meet the require¬ 
ments of electric cooperatives was 
jllustrated by David A. Hamil, 
Administrator of the Rural Electri¬ 
fication Administration (REA). Hamil 
said a recent survey indicated that 
kilowatt-hour sales of electricity by 
electric cooperatives are rising at rates 
ranging from eight to 12 percent, 
compared to six to nine percent for 
commercial power companies. 

While urging electric cooperatives to 
continue their practice of energy 
conservation, Hamil went on to say, 
“Intensified conservation efforts alone 
are not enough to meet our electric 
energy needs.” He said electric coop¬ 
eratives should use all possible 

(continued on page 20) 
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0OUR 
Sportsman 
The building that has everything 
for the Man vsho has 
everything! i Plenty of floor and wall space for 

workshop or hobby area. 

■ Sliding track door in rear endwall 
permits straight-thru, in-or-out 
access for tall vehicles. 

■ Flexible door 
arrangements—endwalls, 
sidewalls, or both. 

■ High, wide sliding 
doors (11' 3" high) provide 
plenty of clearance for 
motorhomes, travel 
trailers, etc. 

■ Track door slides in front of overhead 
door, opens to full 15' width. 

■ Beautiful 
color exteriors, 

steel or aluminum 
—your choice. 

Walk-in service door 
(3'wide x 6' 8" high) 

i Standard-size overhead door for cars, 
boats, pick-up truck, etc. 

the Man in the Red Car! 
Find out how little it costs to have this beautiful, 
professionally engineered building erected on 
your land by our own skilled crews. Take your 
time paying for it too; no installment payments 'til 
January, 1978. 

V Wickes Buildings 
A Division of The Wickes Corporation 

ILLINOIS 
Bo* 548, Galesburg (309) 342-3416 
Box 9, Mendota (815) 539-9325 
Box 336, Gilman (815) 265-7257 
Box 1142, Mt. Vernon (618) 756-2347 
Box 117, Taylorville (217) 824-9851 

Mail coupon or call collect 

Name  
Address. 
Town  
State  

.County. 
-Rhone- 
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EGYPTIAN ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION 

STEELEVILLE 965-3434 

MURPHYSBORO 684-2143 

As I dictate this column which will appear in the 
October issue of the “Messenger,” in the Illinois Rural 
Electric News, I am preparing to leave for Des Moines, Iowa 
to attend the Region V meeting of the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association (NRECA). As a matter of 
interest the weather is unusually cool and somewhat wet. 

Last month I discussed rates with you; and as you 
know by now, Egyptian Electric will have a rate increase, 
effective this month (October). Even with this rate increase, 
Egyptian Electric will be providing electric service at one of 
the lowest retail rates of any electric supplier in the state of 
Illinois. The three electric cooperatives in Southern 
Illinois—namely Egyptian, Southeastern (Eldorado) and 
Southern Illinois Electric (Dongola)—through their power 
supplier, Southern Illinois Power Cooperative (SIPC) 
located at Marion, presently enjoy the lowest wholesale 
rates in the state. This, in itself, is no accident. Foresighted¬ 
ness on the part of these three cooperatives led them to the 
building of their own generation and transmission system 
back in the early sixties, when prices were relatively low as 
compared to today. 

Again through foresightedness, a new 160-megawatt 
unit is presently being added to the Marion steam plant 
with completion scheduled for late next year. This, too, has 
been done at a relatively lower cost than if we were 
beginning to plan and construct today. 

The theme and most widely discussed topic at any of 
the meetings I have attended recently is not so much 
pertaining to the price of electricity, but more over the 
availability. Most of us take it for granted that when we flip 
the switch the lights will come on. This, I am happy to say, 
is the case with Egyptian Electric. 

However, there are many areas in our country that are 

not in this enviable position, nor will they be in the years to 
come. It’s fact, not fiction, that the largest metropolis in 
America (New York City) has twice witnessed a total 
blackout in recent months. 

This was brought about due to the demand exceeding 
the supply and Consolidated Edison’s inability to shed load, 
which meant cutting customers off. This, we hope, never 
happens to any of us. We also trust that the day never 
comes that Egyptian has to drop various substations in 
order to keep from losing the entire system. With continued 
foresightedness, we should have the ability to provide 
abundant electricity for the years ahead. 

In order to provide this type of continuity Southern 
Illinois Power Cooperative must stay ahead of the 
anticipated needs of the distribution cooperatives by 
continued planning, and by increasing generating capacity 
well in advance of the need. Being interconnected with 
municipals and other utilities gives SIPC and its member 
distribution cooperatives a decided advantage. 

The interconnection provides a market for any surplus 
we may have at times and helps defray part of the cost of 
the increased generation facility, which in turn reflects 
lower cost to the distribution cooperatives. 

Because of the foresightedness of others, it is my 
belief that each member (customer) of each of the three 
distribution cooperatives will benefit substantially from 
lower than average wholesale rates, reflecting in lower retail 
rates now and in the years to come. To this end we owe so 
much to so many. 

If the Power Goes Off 

1. Check all your own main fuses or circuit breakers, 
including any breakers below your meter. 

2. Check with your neighbors about their power, and 
if they have reported an outage. 

3. Call ONLY the OFFICE NUMBER nearest you, 
day or night, seven days a week. STEELEVILLE 
965-3434 MURPHYSBORO 684-2143 

4. Please give the following information when 
reporting an outage: Your Name; Map, Section 
and Location Number; Time the Power Went Off; 
and Other People that are Out of Power. Any 
Information About Poles, Wire, Trees or Limbs 
that could help us in restoring power quickly. 

OFFICE HOURS: 
8:00 A.M. 4:00 P.M. 

Monday through Friday 
V    
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cooperatives- 
people with purpose 

As we read the manager’s column, 
we are reminded that cooperatives are 
good for America, which happens to 
be the theme for October, Cooperative 
Month. 

New billing materials have been 
mailed to you in time for the October 
billing. These supplies will take care of 
your needs from October 1977 
through September 1978. 

Have you ever tried to picture the 
person on the other end of the 
telephone line, when talking to 
someone? Well, since it is Cooperative 
Month, and we know that you want to 
cooperate with the office girls and 
problems that they face daily, we are 
printing their pictures and their 
suggestions this October. If you should 
have to call sometime in the future, 
you will know to whom you are 
speaking. 

Knowing that new billing supplies 
would be received by the members, we 
checked with the girls in the office 
who handle your accounts. We asked 
them if there were any particular 
messages that they would like to 
communicate or suggest to you, or 
something that the members should be 
reminded of. 

Really, these reminders from 
different office personnel are printed 
so that we can do a better job for you 
and your account, with the least 
amount of time. This means saving 
money, for time is a valuable item 
today. Well, now you know—we do 
care about you, our member, and we 
want to do the best possible job that 
we can, each one of us in our 
particular responsibility. 

Barbara Castens—Please double 
check to make sure that your name 
and address is correct on the billing 
supply packet that you recently 
received. If your billing supplies had 
an incorrectly spelled name or an 
incomplete address, or an error is 
found, please inform us with a 
separate note with your next payment. 

Linda Creech—If sending in a 
correction for a name, it is appreciated 
if your middle name or initial is 
included, and the name is printed. 
Then there is no doubt about an “A” 
or an “O”, or “E” or an “L”, or a “U” 
and a “V.” If printed, it speeds pro¬ 
cessing, filing, etc. 

Alma Boucher—Never, never use 
someone else’s billing slip. For 
example, if you are living in a mobile 
home court, be sure that your meter 
number corresponds with the meter 
number printed on the billing slip. 

Diane Maxwell—To be able to keep 
our telephone communication short 
and to be able to serve you promptly, 
ask for the particular department with 
which you wish to communicate: 
Membership, Billing, Member and 
Appliance Service or Outside 
Maintenance and Service. 

Jo Bayer—This year we are enclosing 
three extended rate charts in every 
packet. If we have missed placing them 
in your packet, please contact us and 
we will be happy to send an extended 
rate chart to you. Please read the 
meter and then read it again to check 
your kilowatt usage before mailing it 
to us. 

Loraine Rehmus—Please do not 
send a check or payment without 
some identification as to what the 
payment covers. A billing card, a 
charge ticket or just a note of 
explanation should accompany each 
payment. This will help us credit the 
correct account and do it quickly. 

Jo Ann Simmons—Please read your 
meter to the nearest zero “0.” This 
will simplify figuring your bill. Each 
month the last figure should be a zero 
“0.” 

Margaret Ahner—The Steeleville and 
Murphysboro offices will be closed 
three days in November. If you are 
planning to come to the office this 
month, remember that we will be 
closed November 11, 24 and 25, This 
will be the first time that we will be 
closed the Friday after Thanksgiving. 
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Despite ups and downs, h 
Tom Marckese has one of those 

hobbies that has its ups and 
downs. He goes up in airplanes and 
jumps out of them, for fun and profit, 
as they say. He has jumped from as 
high as 13,500 feet. 

Marckese, who is a member of the 
Trackers, Inc„ of Annawan, has been 
in the sport parachuting game since 
about 1970, or thereabouts. He and his 
wife Mary Lynne, are members of 
Farmers Mutual Electric Company, 
Geneseo. 

Actually, his involvement in the 
sport came about as a combination of 
business and pleasure. He was in the 
Marine Corps, a member of an air and 

naval liaison gunfire team; members of 
such teams are required to be qualified 
parachutists. 

“I found that I liked parachuting,” 
Marckese says with a grin, “so I joined 
the Camp Pendleton Sport Parachute 
Club. All told, I’ve made about 1,100 
jumps since then,” he says. The Marine 
Corps required qualified parachutists 
to make two water landings, and a 
night jump, too, but Marckese’s 
activities are not quite so lively now, 
even though they certainly cannot be 
considered mundane. 

Sport parachuting today generally 
centers around two activities— 
performing acrobatics after the 

Tom Marckese, Geneseo, packs his 'chute 
after a jump session. He reports that 
parachute packing is not as tricky as it might 
seem. Parachutists often like colorful 
'chutes, and many wear matching jumpsuits. 

‘chutist jumps and before he opens his 
parachute, and attempting to hit—or 
come very close to—a tiny target. 

“The target’s four inches in 
diameter,” Marckese says, “or perhaps 
I should say 9.84 centimeters, since 
sport parachuting is an international 
activity. Measurements are metric 
because of that.” 

The Trackers operate out of the 
Harold Thompson farm at Annawan, 
and they occasionally perform 
exhibitions for shopping center 
promotions and such activities. 
“Actually, we could do more jumping 
just at the farm,” Tom says, “but the 
exhibitions help pay for the airplane 
and publicize the club.” 

Members, he notes, can join the 
club by paying a $1,000 fee and then 
jump all they want after paying a $30 
monthly fee. Members who choose 
this plan hold part ownership in the 
airplane. “I’ve been a member since 
September, 1972, and I’ve gotten my 
money back several times over,” he 
says. 

The club owns a Cessna 205 
Skyvan. 

Members with less-expensive tastes 
can pay $200 a year and pay the $30 
monthly fee and jump all they want, 
too, he says, but they hold no 
ownership interest in the airplane, and 
have no say in how the club is run. 

“We keep track of how many jumps 
we make,” he notes, “and we write 
each jump down in a log book. Each 
book has enough spaces for 150 
jumps, and I’m working on my seventh 
book now. Another thing we keep 
track of is the amount of free-fall time 
we build up. Free-fall is that time after 
you leave the aircraft and before you 
open your parachute, and I have 
almost four hours of free fall time,” 
Marckese says. 

Marckese uses a square parachute as 
a main chute and has a round reserve 
chute. “This is my fifth main chute,” 
he says, “and this one and my last one 
were square. I like them better because 
you can pack them smaller and 
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EGYPTIAN ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION 

As I write this column, it’s a beautiful October 
morning. The winds are cool and brisk and a heavy touch of 
autumn is in the air 

With your indulgence, I would like to share a topic 
with you that the fall weather always brings to mind. As 
many of you know, for over twenty years I held public 
office. At this time of the year, I was either petitioning to 
run for office or was a candidate in the general election. 
With the cool autumn days, I automatically think of 
campaigning and politics. 

Politics to many people suggests one of the two major 
political parties. To others, it may bring to mind local, state 
or national government. To me, politics symbolizes people 
working together for a common cause. 

The other night, while watching a television show, I 
witnessed an event that left me with a feeling of frustration 
and despair. The contestant was looking for a word in a 
crossword puzzle describing a den of thieves. One of the 
panelists jokingly said “Washington,” and the audience 
loudly applauded. 

I realize that some past administrations, Watergate, 
and other isolated, and often over-publicized, examples 
have brought about a distorted concept of government and 
public officials. 

I have developed quite a friendship with a young lad 
who delivers our evening paper. As he delivered our paper 
the other evening, he asked if he could ask me a question. 
Evidently he had watched, with concern, the television 
series “Washington—Behind Closed Doors.” His question 
was, “Do all those things that I see on television really go 
on in Washington?” 

Here is a young boy in his formative years, repre¬ 

senting today’s youth who will become tomorrow’s leaders. 
From his question, there seem to be doubts in his mind 
relative to our society and form of government. 

America’s form of government, which relatively is still 
in its infancy, was started some 200 years ago as a great 
experiment. With all of its imperfections, it stands second 
to none in the world today. America has become a great 
world power because of the resourcefulness of its people 
and their unity of national purpose. We can only survive 
and remain strong if each of us will be concerned and take 
part in the system. 

At this time of the year, both major political parties 
are gathering together candidates for various public offices, 
ranging from United States Senator, Governor, State 
Legislator, right down to the County Commissioner on the 
local level. This part of the process is probably, in a sense, 
just as important as the primary election, and more 
important than election day itself. It is the responsibility of 
each of us to urge the best of us to seek and hold public 
office. Only by fielding capable and honest individuals on 
the party ballot do we stand a ghost of a chance of having 
conscientious and efficient public servants in office. 

If each one of us will do our part, then we can 
collectively answer the little boy’s question, “No, son, it’s 
only a television series stemming from mistakes made in the 
past. Proportionately, these conditions do not exist today.” 

Thank you for sharing these thoughts with me. 

TTm&qwwi- defy 
NOTICE OF CLOSING: Thursday and Friday, November 
24 and 25, for Thanksgiving. Monday, December 26, for 
observance of Christmas holiday and Monday, January 2, 
for observance of New Year’s Day. 
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MAP SECT. HOUSE MEMBER METER 

59 11 105 29990 jr— 
Keep Your Location Number 

by Your Phone 
Reporting a power outage is one of the most 

important services members can provide for the 
cooperative. The sooner the proper people at the coop¬ 
erative are alerted to the fact that electric service has been 
interrupted, the sooner power can be restored. 

In reporting an outage, however, there is one 
important bit of information the reporting member can 
provide to speed the repair—location number. 

All members of Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
Association were mailed billing packets in October. The 
address label on the front of the packet of billing material 
has your name, address, location and certificate number. 
The first section of numbers is your location (and account) 
number. The number following them is your membership 
certificate number. These numbers also correspond with the 
numbers printed on your billing slips. As you can see on the 
example above, the first three blocks are map, section and 
house numbers^ Ih the block printed “member,” is your 
membership certificate number. 

These numbers help to pinpoint trouble areas, when 
reported. Your location number along with the nearest 
co-op office telephone number, should be posted in a 
prominent place near your telephone. The cooperative 
servicemen can be dispatched quickly if the location 
number is used when an outage is reported. 

When a member has a power outage, it is the 
cooperative’s prime concern to restore power as quickly as 
possible. Members can reduce the outage time considerably 
by keeping the location number close to their telephones 
and giving the number when an outage occurs. 

“Whereas it is the duty of all nations to acknowledge 
the providence of Almighty God, to obey His will, to be 
grateful for His benefits, and humbly to implore His 
protection, aid and favors, . .that we may then all unite in 
rendering unto Him our sincere and humble thanks for His 
kind care and protection of the people of the country, and 
for all the great and various favors which He has been 
pleased to confer upon us.” 

George Washington 

tkanLfJ k eart IJ the necessary inyreaient 

for an honest-to-cjoodneAA ^Jhanhs^ivin^. 2>ay 

While on the topic of gratitude, we would like to 
express our appreciation of each of you for your coop¬ 
eration and understanding. I am sure the Board of Directors 
and the other employees join me in extending to you a big 
THANK YOU, and our wish for a Happy Thanksgiving, 

r . 
The Last Will and Testament 

ot a Thanksgiving Turkey 
IF I MUST BE COOKED. . .1 want 

to make sure it’s by a method befitting 
the dignity of a bird of my nobility 
. . .the electric way. After all, we 
turkeys have pride! For instance, when 
I appear on the table, I want to be 
juicy and tender. I certainly don’t 
want my relatives to say I was a dry, 
tough old bird. And cooking the 
electric way will just about guarantee 
my prime condition. The heat will be 
controlled and with the cleanliness and 
safety of an electric range, I guess 
anything looks and tastes better when 
cooked this modern way. 

NOVEMBER 1977 
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'Bom farmers' 
build family grain business 

^^TTTe got to talking about putting 
V V up some grain storage here, 

and it seemed to be a little short in 
this vicinity, so we put up more than 
we needed ourselves,” said Mark 
Marquis, explaining how his family 
started in the grain storage, trucking 
and buying business. 

The company, which is located just 
south of Buda on Illinois Valley Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative lines, is owned by 
Donald and Darrell Marquis. Mark is 
Darrell’s son. 

‘‘We’re set up to store about half a 
million bushels,” Mark says, “but we’ll 
buy and sell about a million and a half 
bushels this year, the way it looks 
now. 

“We were doing our own drying,” 
he continues, “and using a portable 
dryer that we had to move around. We 
used about four different locations 
and each move took most of a day, so 
we decided to build a centrally located 
setup. It’s really handy here. We used 
to have grain wagons going all over the 
roads like crazy, and now it’s not bad. 

“Here we have a good location, a 
good road, and high ground, so we set 
up our storage and drying facilities. Of 
course, we set up a larger grain drying 
operation than we needed for just our 
crops, too.” 

Mark, who is 21, thinks of time in 
terms of crops. “Let’s see,” he muses, 

Top photo: M. M. "Bud" Jontz, left, 
manager of the Illinois Valley Electric 
Cooperative, visits with Darrell 
Marquis in front of one of the huge 
grain bins that make up part of the 
Marquis Brothers' grain operation. 
Above: Wilbur Nordstrom, a director 
at Illinois Valley, talks with Mark 
Marquis. Nordstrom is employed as a 
truck driver and mechanic, and Mark is 
the son of one of the owners. 

“this is our third crop since I got out 
of high school. We’ve had two good 
ones and this year’s a break-even year. 
It’s a good crop year, but prices are 
bad and it’s a bad year for foreign 
matter, too.” He is a graduate of 
Western High School in Buda. 

The Marquis operation is designed 
to dry 1,500 bushels an hour at 
ten-points removal, and their three 

trucks can take a good-sized crop to 
the river for shipment. They have two 
bobtails and a semi, and when they 
put all three on the road, they can 
haul 1,665 bushels at a time. 

Trucking grain to the terminal is an 
important part of the business, and it 
requires a well-maintained set of 
trucks. That’s where Wilbur Nord¬ 
strom fits in. Nordstrom, an Illinois 
Valley director, is employed by the 
Marquis Brothers as a truck driver and 
mechanic. 

The family has been farming in the 
area for a long time. 

“We were born farmers,” Darrell 
laughs, “our mother was born more 
than 85 years ago in the house 
Donald’s living in now, and we don’t 
know how long her folks lived here 
before she was born, so the family’s 
been here quite a while, all right.” 

They farm 1,500 acres, two-thirds 
of which was in corn this year. The 
rest was in soybeans. 

Denny Thromeburg is the book¬ 
keeper for the operation, and has been 
working full time since June. A former 
junior high school math teacher, the 
sandy-haired Thromeburg takes care of 
the truck scales, does the moisture 
testing, checks for foreign matter in 
grains, keeps in radio contact with the 
trucks, and handles the office side of 
the operation. 
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threatened our plant in Savanna. We 
made a hasty decision to move our 
valve and thermostat line to Hanover, 
even though the building was far from 
being ready, and we moved in the last 
week in April with two supervisors and 
six employees.” 

The plant is but one of several 
Controls Division plants across 
northern Illinois. “We have two plants 
in Havana,” Kubicki says, “and a 
fabrication plant in Rochelle. There’s 
also a molding plant in Batavia, where 
they make the molded plastic parts. 
We don’t do any actual fabrication 
here. We receive parts from other 
plants by truck, assemble them and 
ship them out. 

The products made by the division 
are used in virtually every kind of 
motor vehicle, and in appliances manu¬ 
factured by several companies. We sell 
to Maytag, Speed Queen, Hobart, D 
and M, White Consolidated and Whirl¬ 
pool.” 

“All the automotive companies buy 
our products, too,” he remarks, 
adding, “Our products are original 
equipment in cars produced by Ford, 
General Motors, Chrysler and 
American Motors, and we supply parts 
for their aftermarket sales too, for 
replacement parts and so on.” 

In a small way, workers in several 
small Illinois towns affect the lives of 
others all over America. 
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Still giving you the most home for 
your money with... 

P.M 
PRICE: We're still giving you the most home 
for your money. Ask our thousands of satis¬ 
fied buyers. You always get the lowest pos¬ 
sible prices from President! 
MATERIALS: President Homes are con¬ 
structed of top quality, nationally known 
materials. You're going to live in your home 
a long time; you need a builder that will 
never compromise on quality — President! 

FINANCING: These days, low prices aren't 
enough — we offer immediate, low-cost 
financing for a home you can own free and 
clear in 10 years! 
SERVICE: Your home will be built by experi¬ 
enced craftsmen—home construction special¬ 
ists whoquicklyturnyourplansoroneof ours 
into a quality home you'll be proud to own! 
P.M.F.S. PRESIDENT HOMES MAKES 

THE DIFFERENCE! 

Learn how you can save 
$1,000's on your new home. 
Send for full color catalog 
TO: 
PRESIDENT HOMES. 
4808 N. LILAC DR.. 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 
55429 (612)537-3622 
□ I own a lot □ I can get a lot 

NAME. 

ADDRESS. 

TOWN  

ZIP. 

STATE. 

.PHONE. 
We would like to be in our new home by. L-30 

Write For Your Local Illinois President Homes Representative 

PRESIDENT HOMES 
(CUSTOM BUILT PRE-CUT HOMES ... OUR ONLY BUSINESS" 



EG v P 

EGYPTIAN ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION 

STEELEVILLE 965-3434 

MURPHYSBORO 684-2143 

essevvrev 

Well folks, here we are at the end of another year. It 
just doesn’t seem possible, but it is. Thanksgiving has just 
passed and Christmas well upon us. This is an excellent time 
to reflect and give thanks for the many blessings we’ve all 
enjoyed. 

There are so many people in the rural electric program 
who should be recognized for their contributions. It would 
be impossible to cover all of them in this column. 

Last month, 1 journeyed to the Nation’s Capital and 
met with Bob Bergland, Secretary of Agriculture, Dave 
Hamil, Administrator of REA, and a goodly number of 
other folks from our North Central Area office. 

I am very thankful for all of these people who have 

helped us at the cooperative during this past year. Their 
spirit of cooperation and assistance has been invaluable to 
all of us. 

On the way to Secretary Bergland’s office, I dropped 
in to see a long-time friend, Clyde Ellis. Those of us who 
have been around a few years will remember Clyde Ellis as 
Executive Vice-President and General Manager of the 
National Rural Electric Cooperative Association. Prior to 
assuming that position, Clyde Ellis was a member of 
Congress from the state of Arkansas. 

I recognize Clyde Ellis as one of the men most 
responsible for the success of the rural electrification 
program. Many times, and almost single-handedly, Clyde 
Ellis fought our fight and carried our burden. Many times, 
when others would have completely given up and laid down 
the torch, Clyde Ellis carried on, bringing light to rural 
America. 

Years of hard work and dedicated service have 
extracted their toll on the physical being of this good man. 
However, time has not diminished his keen wit or sense of 
purpose in any way. The spark and spirit of Clyde Ellis lives 
as viable today, as he so ably characterized in the early days 
of the program. It is with a feeling of inadequacy that I give 
thanks for the many blessings which have been bestowed 
upon us—and not least of these, Clyde Ellis. 

From all of us here at Egyptian Electric to all you, our 
members, we thank you for the privilege of serving you this 
past year. We wish you the BEST OF EVERYTHING in the 
YEAR TO COME, and a very Merry Christmas. 

\fvwndsfiip 
of tnosewe serve 
istfie Joundation 

ofouj^voqvess 

NOTICE OF CLOSING-Offices will 
be closed Monday, December 26, for 
observance of the Christmas holiday, 
and Monday, January 2, for 
observance of New Year’s Day. 
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POWER 
OUTAGE! 

What to do for your family and 
home if the electricity goes off. 

Electric service is one of the most 
dependable items you can buy. Rarely 
will you find anything else as reliable. 
But there are unusual times when the 
electricity goes off. 

A power outage can last only a few 
minutes, resulting in some minor 
inconvenience. Or it can last for days 
and become a critical problem. 

Sometimes a power outage is caused 
by lightning striking the electric lines, 
trees falling across wires during a 
storm or cars ramming into utility 
poles. A more serious type of outage 
occurs when severe thunderstorms and 
tornadoes snap poles and tangle 
electric lines. But probably the worst 
of all outages is caused by ice. Usually 
the most widespread and the most 
difficult to repair, an ice storm outage 
leaves your home and family 
vulnerable to freezing cold temper¬ 
atures. 

Regardless of the type of outage 
experienced, consumers should be able 

to cope with the situation. Let’s 
review some helpful information 
which can help make an electric power 
outage more bearable. 

ALWAYS HAVE ON HAND 
1. Flashlight with fresh batteries 
2. Matches 
3. Candles 
4. Portable radio with fresh 

batteries. 
FIRST THINGS TO DO 

1. Check to see if your neighbors’ 
lights are off. 

2. Check fuses or breakers in your 
switchbox panel. 

3. If fuses or breakers are all right, 
call your electric cooperative. Give 
your address, location number and tell 
how long the power has been off. This 
will help your electric cooperative’s 
emergency work crews determine the 
extent of the outage and aid in 
speeding repair service. 

If your electric cooperative’s tele¬ 
phone number is busy, hang up and 
try again in a minute. The phone is not 
off the hook. Chances are your 
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neighbors are trying to call the 
cooperative’s office, too. Keep trying 
and your call will eventually be 
answered. The information you have is 
important to your cooperative’s repair 
crews. 

4. Turn off all electrical appliances 
that were on, especially air 
conditioners or electric heating 
systems. This will permit the power to 
be restored sooner, without being 
knocked out again by automatic 
limiting devices that protect your 
electric distribution system from 
damaging overloads. 

5. Turn on your portable radio and 
listen for public service messages from 
your electric cooperative. 

EXTENDED OUTAGE-WINTER 
1. Wrap up in your warmest clothes. 

Wear several layers of clothing rather 
than one or two bulky garments. 
Thermal underwear helps. 

2. Keep the refrigerator and freezer 
closed. If the outage lasts until food 
starts to thaw, put the food outside in 
a shaded place. Be sure the temper¬ 
ature is cold enough to permit this. Be 
sure food is protected from birds, 
dogs, etc. 

3. In extreme cold, fill all available 
containers with drinking water, then 
drain the pipes in your house to 
prevent their freezing and bursting. 

4. Maintain an adequate supply of 
fuel for cooking on your fireplace, grill 
or camp stove. 

5. Cook in the same manner as you 
would during a summer outage, but be 
mindful of dangerous fumes. 

6. Keep canned goods with a long 
shelf life on hand to eat during the 
emergency outage. Soup, chili and 
stew, for example, are simple to 
prepare and provide warmth as well as 
nourishment. 

7. In extreme cold temperatures, 
the entire family should group 
together in one room where all drafts 
have been sealed off. If a fireplace or 
wood burning heater is available in the 

home, make that room your head¬ 
quarters for the duration of the 
outage. 

8. Layers of blankets or quilts 
provide adequate warmth at bedtime, 
but warm, down-filled sleeping bags 
are best. 

9. During periods of rest, the human 
body gives off 75 watts of heat. Use 
this heat by grouping two or three 
persons together under blankets inside 
zipped-together sleeping bags. 

POWER BACK ON 
Once the electricity is on again, turn 

on the appliances that you had 
previously turned off if they are 
needed. 

CAUTION: If you have a heat 
pump and it’s winter, don’t reset the 
thermostat to the “ON” position as 
soon as the power comes back on. 
Here’s why: 

The electric heat pump performs its 
job by circulating a refrigerant gas. 
When the power has been off for a 
while, the unit’s gas cools and changes 
to liquid. This liquid has a tendency to 
collect in the unit’s compressor. If the 
unit is forced into operation at this 
state, possible mechanical damage can 
result. To protect your heat pump and 
your pocketbook, follow this rule 
after a winter power outage. 

If the power has been off from two 
to ten hours, wait one and one-half 
hours before turning your heat pump 
on. If the power has been off longer 
than ten hours, wait three hours 
before restarting. This time is 
necessary for the crankcase heaters to 
change all the liquid refrigerant back 
into a gas again. If your unit has an 
emergency heat switch, you can use it 
to have warmth during the waiting 
period. But don’t forget to turn it off 
once the heat pump is operating 
normally again. 

Resume normal living, making a 
note to restock the supplies that you’ll 
need should another power outage 
occur. 
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Installing blown-in attic insulation 
This is another in a series of articles 
designed to help you save money 
through the wise and careful use of 
electricity. 

O 
While batts, blankets and pour-in 

insulation offer their strong points, 
one of the main advantages they have 
is that they seem to be reasonably easy 
to install. One person, with a little 
preparation, can climb into an attic 
and do the necessary work. 

Blown-in—or pneumatic—insulation 
is not like that. First of all, you need a 
formidable-looking machine; then you 
need someone to pour insulation into 
it while you’re crawling around in the 
attic hosing the insulation into place. 

But blowing insulation into your 
attic is not a complicated chore. You 
need some of the same things you'd 
need to do the job with the other 
kinds of insulation: a dust mask, 
goggles and temporary lighting. You'll 
need some temporary flooring too, 
since ceilings are not designed to hold 
your weight. 

When you are deciding what kind of 
insulation you want, you will need to 
take into consideration what is avail¬ 
able. With insulation in short supply, 
your choices may be limited. 

If you decide to use pneumatic 
insulation, you can get the mineral- 
wood or cellulose variety. Mineral 
wool offers the advantage that it is 
noncombustible. Cellulose is recycled 
paper which has been treated to make 
it fire-resistant and rodent-proof. 

Cellulose varies in quality, and 
today’s high demand and even higher 
prices have given rise to many 
manufacturers, some of which may cut 
corners; careful treatment is of utmost 
importance. Buy from a reputable 
dealer and look for the insulation 
industry’s label of approval or the 
Underwriters’ Laboratories seal. 

Poorly treated material may pose a fire 
hazard. 

Before you can determine how 
much insulation to buy, you will need 
to know what R factor you need, and 
how thick your insulation will need to 
be to achieve that factor (the R factor 
is the resistance to thermal passage the 
insulation give you, and varies from 
material to material). 

Then, you need to know how many 
square feet of space you need to cover. 
Federal regulations require that each 
bag of pneumatic insulation be marked 
to show how great an area it will cover 
to various depths, and what R value 
each depth gives. Your supplier can 
tell you how many bags you will need 
to achieve the results you want. Many 
Illinoisans are insulating their attics to 
R-38, but if you add any insulation at 
all you will reduce your heating and 
cooling bills. 

The machine is really fairly simple, 
and may be supplied by the people 
who sell insulation, a rental business. 
There is a big hopper you pour the 
insulation into, and a mixer that fluffs 
it up, since it is compressed into a bag 
when you buy it. Then, there is a 

blower, which shoves the material 
down a hose to the operator and the 
place he wants to place the insulation. 
The blower features some kind of 
regulator so you can adjust the flow, 
and compensate for longer hoses. 
Normally, the insulation should come 
from the hose about like toothpaste 
from a tube, but if you need to spray 
it into eaves where you cannot reach, 
you can increase the flow. Too fast a 
flow, however, will make for a dusty 
environment. 

To make sure you are getting the 
depth you need, you may want to 
divide your attic into sections and find 
out how many bags you will need for 
each section, then do one section at a 
time and see if you are using the right 
amount. 

For example, one cellulose supplier 
packs insulation in 30-lb. bags. Each 
bag will cover 16 square feet to a 
depth of 10 inches, and will give an 
R-value of 37.5. If your house is 1,000 
square feet, you will need 63 bags. 
Dividing your house into five equal 
sections will mean that you will need 
to put about 1214 bags in each section. 

You should be sure, before you 
leave your supplier’s place of business, 
that you know how to work the 
machine. Many have instructions 
printed on them, but you can check 
with the salespeople to be absolutely 
certain that you know what to do. If 
you rent the machine, they owe it to 
you to see that you get the job done 
right, and if they lend you the 
machine when you purchase your 
insulation, there must be a service fee 
built into the price of the insulation, 
so ask for the service. It will make for a 
better job and lower energy bills in the 
future. 

To: A.I.E.C. Member Services Department 
P.O. Box 3787 
Springfield, Illinois 62708 

Please mail me copies of the publication 

“Money Saved... Or Up The Chimney” 
(For each copy, enclose $2.00 to cover the cost of the book and 
pay postage and handling.) 

Please Print Name 
Mailing Address  
City  State. Zip. 
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