
Million-dollar 
Fire 

Brings Out 
Good Neighbors 

(Continuedfrontpage 7) 

“The people worked from early 
morning until sundown,” Briscoe said. 
“They came from as far as 25 miles 
away to help.” 

“The only thing 1 got tired of was 
hearing somebody yell for the blue¬ 
prints,” Briscoe laughed. 

The offices and warehouse are not 
completely finished but business goes 
on as usual. There are tons of seed 
beans back in the warehouse and 
fixtures are being placed in the office 
and showroom area. 

Briscoe has added a kitchen to the 
new place and fixes lunch. He said he 
may put in a pool table to help 
customers pass the time during the 
busy season. On a mid-March day, a 
visitor could find Briscoe running back 
and forth from his office to the 
kitchen fixing lunch. 

The Clay County native has been in 
business at his present location, just 
off Highway 50 three miles east of 
Flora, for about five years, he said. 
Before that he and his wife operated 
their own fertilizer business in Flora 
for about 15 years. 

Learn 
at 
Home 
the easy way 
by tape cassette. 
Hundreds of subjects to improve your¬ 
self. Write for free catalog. 
Cassette House, Inc., Dept R 
530 W. Northwest Hwy. 
Mt. Prospect, III. 60056 
Tel: 312 398-3838 

C FARM 
TIRE CHANGER 
3 MINUTES 

to ehoofo o tiro 
Don't run to town every time you need to 
change a tire. Do it yourself in 3 minutes 
with a Smith-Roles Tire Changer. 
You don't waste valuable workshop space 
because it can be mounted in the ground 
outside the shop - in less than 4 minutes, 
(or inside if desired) 

OHum* 
for o// opent ions 

EVERY FARMER NEEDS ONE - write f "ho'^r" " " ‘ 
today for details. j | | je|| me | can beCome a farmer agent 

'poruKVi AottU TVcuttccL ! 
' 1 ADDRESS  

150 <Mvi item : 5 SMITH-ROLES INC. 
, n MINOT, N. DAKOTA 58701 

10 TOWELS 
ONLY $1.00 

UNWOVEN COTTON AND RAYON 

This special offer can be made only because of a 

large factory buy; however, these are not seconds but 

brand new. 

"ASSORTED BEAUTIFUL PASTEL COLORS" 

oil 18" X 12" 

10 TOWELS - $1.00 ( 

20 TOWELS - $1.95 * 

SpRCLol TloJtUJL 

Due to the tremendous 
demand for these towels we 
must limit each family to a 
maximum of 20 towels per 
family. They make excellent 
gifts. Please allow two weeks 
for delivery. 

Order Today... You Will Be Pleased. 

PLEASE SEND IS 

MORRISON COMPANY 
P. 0. Box 97 C-4 
Morrison, TN 37357 

□ 10 TOWELS 
□ 20 TOWELS 

Plus 45c Shipping and Handling 

Wa Enclosa $ in Q cash Q chack 

(Add salas tax whara applicabla ) Q M O 

Nama  

Add rass  

City  

Please add 45c to 
help us pay partial 
shipping & handling 
cost of these beau¬ 
tiful towels. 
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Across the 
Manager’s 
Desk 
by Stan Huffman, Mgr. 

High Bill 
Complaints 

As with other rural electric coop¬ 
eratives, private utilities and municipal 
systems, we have received the normal 
amount of high bill complaints. 

However, your cooperative main¬ 
tains lower residential rates than other 
electric suppliers in our area. 

Lower rates are maintained because 
of several factors. 

Of the 27 cooperatives in the state 

of Illinois, Clay Electric ranks second 
in fewest employees per mile of line 
energized, third in fewest employees 
per kilowatt-hours sold and sixth in 
number of members per employee. 
Our personnel must be extremely well 
qualified and efficient to handle the 
work load. 

Even though we are reducing our 
fleet of vehicles from nine to seven 
fewer than we had in 1974, each piece 
of line equipment is keyed to fit the 
requirements of line construction and 
maintenance. Proper equipment and 
its utilization gives our outside crews a 
great deal of versatility in building new 
lines and reducing outage time. 

There are a few costs and 
procedures we can control on a local 
level. However, there are other costs 
that your cooperative cannot control. 
The most overriding reason your 
cooperative must charge you more is 
directly related to the increased cost 
of purchased power. We are now 
paying $90,000 a month for current 

that we paid $35,000 for three years 
ago. Our present power bill from 
Central Illinois Public Service is a great 
deal more than our previous revenue. 

An additional factor is that our 
members are increasingly using more 
electricity. More small appliances, self¬ 
defrosting refrigerators, freezers, air 
conditioners, heat lamps and grain 
dryers are constantly being added. 

Because of increasing consumption, 
our Xenia substation must be 
upgraded from 1,500 to 3,000 KVA as 
it has already exceeded capacity. 
System improvements designed to 
meet member demands will total more 
than $260,000 in 1976. 

In relation, our 1976 margin has 
been forecast at only $80,000. This, of 
course, means we will have to borrow 
or draw from general funds to meet 
our financial requirements. 

Hopefully, our economy will 
stabilize and widespread price 
increases will trend to a more 
reasonable level. 

Your Electric Bill Will Not Be 
the Same as Your Neighbor’s 

Ever wonder why your electric bill 
is not the same as your neighbor’s? Of 
course you have. We all have until 
common sense took over. 

Your electric bill cannot be the 
same as your neighbor’s any more than 
your gasoline bill, your grocery bill, 
your laundry bill, your house 
payment, your car payment and your 
other expenses can be the same as 
your neighbor’s. 

The point to be recognized is that 

no two families have the same living 
habits. Some families use more hot 
water, requiring the water heater to 
run longer. Some families take 
showers, others tub baths. Some bathe 
daily, others less frequently. 

The number and size of hot meals 
cooked each day also makes a 
difference. Even if all appliances in the 
homes were identical, people’s living 
habits would make a big difference. 

There are also the important factors 

of the amount of insulation in ceilings 
and walls and the number of square 
feet in the home to be cooled and 
heated. Bad wiring, too, can greatly 
increase the amount of electricity 
used. 

When viewed from this perspective, 
it’s easy to see that the cost of 
electricity, like the cost of so many 
other items in the budget, varies 
greatly from one family to the next. 
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Lines on Packages 
Are To Cut Checkout Time 

Have you noticed a block of thick 
and thin dark lines in a rectangle about 
the size of a large postage stamp on 
the bottom or side of packages, cans 
and bottles at the grocery store? These 
lines are the symbols of the new 
Universal Product Code. 

This code mark is a new, scientific 
effort to cut retailing costs and give 
markets a chance to hold down prices 
by faster and more efficient 
operations. The code is a result of a 
five-year voluntary effort by the whole 
grocery industry to help themselves 
function more efficiently. 

The coded items are rung up at the 
checkout counter by passing the side 
bearing the symbol over an electronic, 
optical scanning device. The scanner is 
connected to a small computer that 
has that code locked into its “memory 
bank.” The name and price of the item 
is flashed on a screen for you to see at 
the checkout. It also prints out in 
detail (item, brand and price) on your 
sales slip for you to take home and 
review. 

Once the local store has the 
electronic system, each item will not 

have to be priced individually. The 
price will be shown on the shelf and 
put into the “memory” by the code. 
When there is a price change, only the 
shelf price and the computer 
“memory” will have to be changed. 
The consumer is supposed to be able 
to go through the checkout lane in 
half the time, and the grocery store 
should have better inventory infor¬ 
mation. 

Few stores have the UPC systems 
now. As a greater number of products 
are coded, more stores will gradually 
change over to the UPC systems. It is 
estimated that in five years approx¬ 
imately 85 percent of the stores will 
have the systems. 

Recipes Crowded Out 
With the new law requiring 

nutrition information on food 
products, and the UPC symbol on 
packages, you may not find a recipe 
on some smaller packages, such as 
cream cheese. If you want that recipe, 
either save it or write it down. There 
may not be a recipe on the next 
package you buy because there wasn’t 
room enough to print it. 

A Willie 
Conserve-A-Tip 

0 NRECA 

You can save nickels and 
dimes turning off lights in 
your home . . . but you 
can save dollars conserv¬ 
ing the big three: heating, 
cooling and water heating. 
They account for three- 
fourths of your energy bill. 

Conservenergy 

Construction Costs Increase 
1965 

Average 
Cost 

1974 
Average 

Cost 

Percent 
of 

Increase 

1975 
Average 

Cost 

Pet. of 
Increase 
Over ’74 

New Lines — 3 Phase $4,592 per mile $5,778 25.8% $7,591 31.3% 

Conversion 1 Phase to 3 Phase $2,595 per mile $3,807 46.7% $5,490 44.2% 

New Lines — Single Phase $2,669 per mile $4,209 57.7% $6,002 42.6% 

Increased Capacity of Services $ 98 $ 174 77.5% $ 241 38.5% 

New Services $ 209 $ 468 123.9% $ 530 13.2% 

Bad Poles Replaced $ 68 per pole $ 127 86.7% $ 167 31.4% 

Transformers 

li> KVA $ 195 $ 280 43.5% $ 311 11.0% 

25 KVA $ 257 $ 352 37.0% $ 386 9.7% 

37V* KVA $ 333 $ 406 21.9% $ 511 25.8% 

Transmission Line (1967) $8,421 per mile $28,546 238.9% 

Substation, 2500 KVA 

Bid Price, Material Only $54,269 $95,774 76.4% 
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Conservation Project 

cyidaJqng^Ne 
A ten-year study begun in the early 

1960’s by the Illinois Natural 
History Survey to determine if 
pheasant production could be in¬ 
creased has developed into a full-time 
project of the Illinois Department of 
Conservation. 

The basis of the study was to find 
out if roadsides could be a source of 
habitat in the form of undisturbed 
nesting cover for the pheasant. The 
findings, according to Dennis 
Kirkham, a biologist with the 
Roadside Seeding Project head¬ 
quartered in Gibson City (Ford 
County), show that use of roadsides 
for habitat can significantly increase 
the pheasant population. In fact, 
Kirkham says, other types of game 
birds, as well as rabbits and nongame 
birds, thrive in areas where the seeding 
project is currently taking place. 

Kirkham, a member-owner of Illini 
Electric Cooperative, says, 
“The key to future wild¬ 
life populations is good 
habitat, and as Illinois 
farming intensifies, with 
hay and pasture (which is 
used for nesting cover) 
being replaced with corn 
and soybeans, the re¬ 
maining acres become in¬ 
creasingly important for 
the survival of ground 
nesting wildlife.” 

‘‘Today the total 
quantity of habitat is 
limited by economic con¬ 
siderations and an in¬ 
creasing need for food pro¬ 
duction,” Kirkham points 
out. “Wildlife must now 
utilize what habitat re¬ 
mains and Illinois Depart¬ 
ment of Conservation 
biologists must work to 
improve the quality of and 
preserve existing habitat,” 
Kirkham says. 

Kirkham’s job, briefly, 
is to work with land- 

TOP: A tractor-drawn 
distributor applies alfalfa and 

bromegrass seed to a roadside as 
part of a wildlife project 
sponsored by the Illinois 

Department of Conservation. 
RIGHT: Dennis Kirkham, a 

conservation biologist, observes 
from the bed of a pickup truck 

as Bill Wood checks their 
innovative bromegrass seed 

distributor. 
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however. Visitation projections for 
1985 indicate 650,000 persons 
annually will use the lake and its 
facilities for picnicking, swimming, 
boating, fishing, camping, waterskiing 
and hunting. 

Certain developments near the 
eastern extremity of the lake were 
recommended for early or first phase 
development, such as Kinkaid Lake 
Village. These plans included a marina, 
launching site, campgrounds, house¬ 
keeping cabins, lease sites for 
permanent cottages and possibly a 
restaurant. Other developments out¬ 
side the Kinkaid Lake Village area 
recommended for early development 
included field trails area, admin¬ 
istrative headquarters, Old Mud Line 
Road launch site, stables, overlooks 
and picnic area at the dam. 

Ultimately a lodge resort is pro¬ 
posed on a major peninsula on the 
north side of the lake. 

A major portion of each of these 
proposals relates to necessary utility 
and road improvements to support 
these developments. 

The recreation concept for the lake 
is being developed from two major 
sources. One is recreational facilities 
for the public furnished with public 
funds. The other is recreational 
facilities furnished by private 
enterprise. 

Various recreational developments 
proposed in the plan will be put to bid 
to receive proposals from potential 
concessionaires. Several smaller 
recreational proposals may be grouped 
to be offered to a single successful 
bidder. Income realized by the 
conservancy district from the 
operation and management of district 
lands (including concession rental fees) 
will be utilized to reimburse the state 
for construction of the lake. 

A major portion of the cost of the 
lake and surrounding land was 
advanced by the State of Illinois and 
must ultimately be returned. There¬ 
fore, revenue-producing recreational 
facilities are a must. 

The water treatment plant, located 
on the eastern area of the lake, has a 
capacity of three million gallons per 
day. Present demand, according to 
district manager David Fligor, is 
between 1.8 million and two million 
gallons daily. 

Low cost, maintenance-free Wickes 

buildings are your answer. Attractive, 
versatile buildings of beautiful color 
steel or aluminum that give you all 

the space you need to store and 
protect vehicles, tools, recreational 

equipment, horses, or any other valued 
possessions. 

Handsome, proressionally-engmeered buildings that 

will enhance the appearance of your property. 

Rugged, pole-type construction—built 
tough, strong, and weathertight 
to last for many years. 
Maintenance-free exteriors of 
corrosion-resistant steel or rust-free 
aluminum in beautiful landscape colors. 

No painting or upkeep. Finish guaranteed. 

WORKSHOPS 

Overhead doors—your choice of wood, 
metal, or fiberglass. Heavy-duty 
walk-in doors. Sliding aluminum 

windows. Models and sizes from 
20' x 24' on up 

Call collect or mail coupon for more information 

! Name 

1 Address 
ILLINOIS 

1 Town 
Box 548, 

Galesburg (309) 342-3416 • County State 
Box 9, 

Mendota (815) 539-9325 l Phone Box 158, 
Opdyke (618) 756-2347 

Box 117, 
Taylorville (217) 824-9851 

IR 615 

W Wickes Buildings 
A Division of The Wickes Corporation 

■ 
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Across the 
Manager’s 
Desk 
by S. N. Huffman, Mgr. 

Emergency Service 
Many of our members have become 

acquainted with the emergency service 
number available 24 hours a day for 
reporting outages and service inter¬ 
ruptions. However, a few members 

continue to call 
individual linemen at 
their homes. Your 
cooperative would 
appreciate all calls 

i channeled to the 
1 cooperative number 

662-2171 at all 

S. N. Huffman 
hours and o n 

Manager weekends. 
For safety purposes, more rapid 

dispatching and coordination of per¬ 
sonnel during storms with multiple 
outages, all linemen must be cleared 
by the central office before leaving on 
a service interruption. 

We appreciate your past coop¬ 
eration as many members have 
reduced outage time by reporting the 

exact location of broken poles, lines 
and fallen trees. 

Continuing Maintenance 
Program 

On May 5, 1976, your cooperative 
initiated a new line maintenance pro¬ 
gram. “Rubber gloving” of energized 
high voltage conductor will permit 
replacement of broken crossarms, 
insulators, poles and strands without 
interrupting service to our members. 

In the past, lines have had to be 
de-energized before repair work could 
be performed. 

Assistance in the “rubber gloving” 
training program was given by the 
AIEC job training and safety 
instructors. Extensive training pro¬ 
grams and modern and sophisticated 
equipment are all necessary for the 
success of this program. Your board of 
trustees feels the cooperative and 
members will be well compensated 
with the improvement in service 
reliability and reduction of outages. 

Your cooperative encourages 
members to report to the cooperative 
office any broken poles, insulators and 
strands on the system. 

Our crew is presently working in the 
Noble substation area. Other areas will 
follow depending on condition of the 
affected area. 

Cooperative Owned Power 
Plans have been moving rapidly for 

joint ownership of the Clinton Nuclear 
Plant with Illinois Power Company. 

Ownership and distribution agree¬ 
ments with Illinois Power and CIPS 
will give 15 local cooperatives 
including Clay Electric eventual con¬ 
trol of 30 to 40 percent of their own 
power needs. 

Long overdue, cooperative-owned 
generation is planned to begin in 1981. 

Clay Electric and 14 other coop¬ 
eratives have formed an organization 
known as Soyland Power Cooperative 
for the purpose of generating and 
purchasing future energy require¬ 
ments. Several million dollars will be 
required to complete the plant by 
1985. 

Capital Credits Study 

Your board of trustees has been 
giving serious consideration to the 
possible retirement of capital credits 
next year. Several alternate plans have 
been reviewed with no action yet 
being taken. Clay Electric has one of 
the most outstanding pay back records 
in the state having returned all excess 
funds allocated to members from its 
inception through 1956. The retire¬ 
ment of the 1956 allocation was 
returned by your cooperative in 1965. 

IF YOUR POWER GOES OFF 

1. Check all your own main fuses or circuit breakers, including any breakers below your meter. 
2. Check with your neighbors about their power, and if they have reported an outage. 

3. Call ONLY the OFFICE NUMBER day or night, seven days a week. Flora 662-2171 
4. Please give the following information when reporting an outage: Your Name; Account Number; Time the Power Went Off; 

and Other People that are Out of Power. Any Information About Poles, Wire, Trees or Limbs that could help us in 
restoring power quickly. 

OFFICE HOURS: 
8:00 A.M. 4:30 P.M. 

Monday through Friday. 
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Cooperative personnel Orse Wyman (nearest the camera in 
the bucket) and A! Winka are shown changing out a 
defective three-phase pole. By using the rubber-gloving 
technique, linemen are able to change out poles, insulators 
and broken strands without interrupting service to 
members. 

Thank You 
Your cooperative has been using a computer billing 

system for nearly one year with extremely gratifying 
results. You, the members, have accepted the change to 
computer billing and, with very few exceptions, members 
are doing a magnificent job reading their meters and 
remitting payments shortly after receiving the bills around 
the fifteenth of each month. 

Other computer services, in addition to billing, are 
becoming very helpful. For instance, factual data about 
kwh used through each substation, everloading of sectional 
lines, transformer overloading and more can easily be 
recorded and stored on computer. In the very near future 
we will be getting more engineering reports on computer 
that will be very helpful in giving you, the member, better 
service. These reports would not be possible without 
computerized billing. 

The only problem we have as far as billing is 
concerned, is with the member who does not read his meter 
regularly or mail the reading into us for a true billing each 
month. Whenever no meter reading is sent in, the computer 
can only estimate the member’s bill. This estimating 
procedure will not work correctly when it is necessary to 
estimate the same bill two months in succession. If it is 
necessary to estimate for the third month, the policy of 
your cooperative is to send an employee to the member’s 
premises to read the meter. This practice is very expensive 
to your cooperative. 

Again, a thank you to the members who are reading 
their meters regularly and remitting payments for an 
accurate monthly reading and billing. 

JUNE, 1976 

coming up 
Your Annual Meeting 
When: July 15 

7:00 p.m. 
Where: Charley Brown 

Memorial Park, 
Flora 

Mark Your Calendar 

JULY 
s M T W T F S 
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11 12 13 14 © 16 17 
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Macrame, the tying of knots into a patterned design, is 
one of the simplest textile crafts suitable for creating works 
of art in clothing apparel and home furnishings. Although 
macrame is an old craft, it has gained great popularity 
because of the “boutique,” “peasant,” or “ethnic” look 
now currently in fashion. 

The basic equipment needed for macrame knot-tyings 
is simple and inexpensive. The equipment needed includes 
scissors, “T” pins, knotting board and yarn. All other items, 
such as beads, metal rings, etc., are used only as added 
decorations. 

Knotting Board 

The knotting board is the working surface for 
macrame. Any inexpensive, lightweight, yet rigid board that 
is porous enough for pins to be easily inserted is acceptable. 
Board sizes do vary, but an 18-inch by 24-inch board is easy 
to hold while tying the knots. The top knotting surface of 
each board should be covered with brown wrapping paper 
that has been stretched tightly over the working surface and 
taped to the back side. After the board has been covered, 
the brown paper surface should be marked off in one-inch 
squares. These one-inch guidelines help in making all belts, 
dog-collars, sashes, etc. the correct width. 

Yarns 

Yarns used in macrame work need to be strong enough 
to hold the knots, yet non-elastic, since macrame does not 
need any stretch. Smooth-surfaced yarns are best to use 
since they handle easily and do not detract from the 
textural pattern of the knots. Yarns which may be used are 
seine or marline twine, leather lacings, and wool, linen, silk 
or cotton cable cord. 

Preparation of Yarn 

The yarn is prepared for knotting by measuring the 
length needed for each end. An end is one length of yarn. 
The ends should be 3Vi to four times longer than the 
macrame piece you plan to make. But since each end is 
doubled in half when the knots are tied, the amount of 
yarn needed for each end is seven to eight times the length 
of the finished article. 

Example: Finished belt length equals 36 inches, 36 
multiplied by eight equals 288 inches for each end. Measure 
each end generously and then add an extra amount of yarn 
to it. It is better to have extra yarn left over than to have 
too little for the completed article. The amount of yarn 
needed for each end is multiplied by the number of ends 
needed to make the article, which is stated in the macrame 
directions. 

(Note: Heavy yarns take up more length in knotting 
than lightweight yarns, so allow for extra twine or cord in 
cutting each end.) 

The ends are wound into hand bobbins whenever the 
length of each end is too long to be easily handled. Wind 
the ends in figure eights, going around the thumb and then 

around the little finger as shown above. 
The ends are knotted onto a holding cord—a short 

length of yarn stretched tightly between two “T” pins. An 
overhand knot is used to fasten the “T” pins and holding 

As each end is knotted onto the holding cord, pin the 
knot to the board. Move each pin down as the knots are 
tied. The pins should NEVER be more than one-inch away 
from the knots being tied. Slant the pins away from you 
and fasten them FIRMLY to the board. If the knotted 
design looks uneven, either the pinning is too far away from 
the knots or the knots are tied too tightly. 

A reversed double half-hitch knot is used to tie the ends of 
the holding cord. 

Square and Half Knots 

The square knot is made with two half knots—one 
knot going from left to right, the other from right to left. 
Four ends are used. The middle two ends are called core 
ends and are held tightly pinned to the board until the knot 
is finished. 

Make a cord of square knots (suitable for a dog-collar 
neckband). 

Continue Half Knot, left-right, Continue Half Knot, right-left, 

to make twist. to make twist. 

LEFT: Make a cord of square knots with a half-knot 
twist—suitable for a chain belt. RIGHT: Make a cord of 
reversed square knots with a half-knot twist—suitable for a 
chain belt. 
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FOR STRENGTH, DURABILITY & ECONOMY 
1 

MIRACLE SPAN 
“Alias BIG SHINEY 99 

Satisfaction to owners of the BEST steel building 
on the market at any price 

THE FACTORY TO YOU COMPANY 

(312) 397-0700 

UPTO30% 
DISCOUNTS 

RENI - 7/76 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

MIRACLE SPAN 
STEEL BUILDINGS 

1821 North Office Square, 
Schaumburg, I llinois 60195 

CITY/TOWN 

STATE ZIP CODE 

TELEPHONE 

SIZE OF BUILDING-WIDTH X LENGTH 

DATE PLANNING TO BUILD 
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Across Hie 
Manager’s Desk Look Up 

and 
Live 

Power Lines 
Are Not Insulated 

by S. N. Huffman, Mgr. 

An accident prevention program is 
being sponsored by many cooperatives 
throughout the nation. 

The program carries the theme of 
“REACT” or Responsible Electric 
Accident Control Today. Clay Electric 
Cooperative has been fortunate during 
the past several years with few 
incidents involving fatalities and our 

||k ever, recent contacts 

there seems to be a 
-itiigF" r wt' jra 

■^1? in member concern 

line safety. 

S. N. Huffman Although no 
Manager injuries occurred, 

loss of life could have resulted in each 
of the following incidents: 

During the latter part of 1975, three 
men west of Louisville lost control of 
a CB antenna as it fell into a 7,200- 
volt line. 

On June 11, a member west of 
Louisville hit a guy wire causing con¬ 
siderable fireworks when the phase 
and neutral came together. 

On June 13, an oil field con¬ 
struction truck leveled a pole and 
lowered our 7,200-volt line within 
three feet of the ground. The line 
remained energized and was an 
extreme hazard until cooperative 
personnel could reach the scene. 

We have had several other 
incidences with bulldozers, cars and 
trucks coming into contact with our 
poles and overhead lines. For this 
reason, we feel the following article is 
appropriate and should be read by 
every member. 

Electrocution, as well as injuries and 
fires caused by misuse or carelessness 
with high voltage, ranks high in farm 
accidents. In too many cases 
unsuspecting children are the victims. 

Those of you who have been 
involved in the rural electrification 
program for a number of years can 
certainly bear witness that electrical 
hazards on the farm are on the 
increase. Large grain bins, steel 
buildings and feed mixers connected 
by augers are commonplace on most 
farms. In many cases these structures 
are under or very close to high voltage 
power lines. This situation combined 
with the taller grain augers, larger 
machinery and implements, 
deteriorating wiring, improper and 
poorly maintained outlets, use of 
frayed extension cords, improperly 
grounded machinery and equipment 
and other safety infractions common 
on modern farmsteads should make us 
stop and wonder who will be the next 
victim. 

Poor farm prices and the necessity 
of farmers doing much of their own 
work as an economy measure does 

nothing to improve this situation. It’s 
appalling to note the number of 
injuries, deaths and fires which result 
from amateur wiring and disrespect for 
high voltage around the farm. 

For example, this typical situation 
resulted in the deaths of four people: 
A farmer and three youths were 
working on a mobile grain auger when 
it contacted a 7,000-volt transmission 
line above the work area. The four 
were killed instantly. Another youth 
escaped with severe burns. The bodies 
were on fire when the ambulance 
arrived. The tires on the auger were 
burned completely off. 

In Indiana, a 17-year-old boy was 
electrocuted by touching a grain bin. 
An auger being used to fill the bin had 
developed a 220-volt fault which 
electrified the metal bin. 

Power tools also take their toll of 
lives. In Iowa, a farmer was 
electrocuted while working in his grain 
bin. His death was caused by a frayed 
cord on the electric drill he was using. 
In New York, a farmer standing in a 
rain-soaked area died when he used his 

(continued on page 13) 

12 ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS 



(continued from page 12) 

defective drill to repair a grain wagon. 
In another auger accident, an eight- 

year-old boy had to be restrained to 
prevent him from running to his 
father’s aid as he watched his father 
being electrocuted. The boy and his 
father were delivering grain to a farm 
and while maneuvering the auger into 
position it touched an overhead high 
voltage line. The farmer was killed 
instantly. 

The list of farm accidents resulting 
from careless contact with overhead 
power lines is endless. How long can 
people depend on luck for being alive 
when such accidents become more 
commonplace every harvest season? 

As modern farm equipment 
becomes larger, the danger of equip¬ 
ment touching overhead power lines 
increases. Overhead power lines are 
NOT insulated. 

Extra precautions must be taken 
when using augers and moving tall 
farm machinery under or near high 
voltage lines. Grain bins certainly 
don’t belong under power lines. 
Neither do combines or corn pickers. 
Check your own property for these 
hazardous conditions. 

Adding 
Appliances-- 

Notify 
Co-op Office 

Members are requested to notify the 
Clay Electric Co-operative prior to 
installing additional heavy use 
appliances, particularly air 
conditioners, grain dryers, etc. 

Failure to report such additions 
may result in overloading the trans¬ 
former, causing it to trip a breaker or 
burn up. In either event you would be 
out of power until the transformer 
could be replaced. 

Several outages of this type have 
already occurred this summer. A 
telephone call can prevent this from 
happening to you. 

Target Practice 

the Electric Way 

Costs 
No power! No lights! No cooking! 

No heat! This can be the prospect for 
us who are subjected to the act of the 
unthinking individual who turns his 
gun on the pole insulator. 

Each fall, especially during hunting 
season, nearly every power company 
must spend needless time and money 
to replace insulators and to restore 
electric service which has been caused 
by would-be hunters. Every time a 
“sporting” gunman takes aim at 
electric wires and insulators, it cost 
you and us. 

The costs for replacement wire and 
insulators, although not incidental, are 
not our primary concern. Much greater 
costs are involved in inconveniences to 
you, the member, when an outage 
occurs and for manpower and 
machinery to make the repairs. And 
we have not even considered the 
danger to the linemen, should the line 
fall while the repair is being made. 
Darkness presents even more danger to 
the linemen, should they proceed to 
repair the line and not suspect that it 
is no longer properly held in place. 

Why vandalism? Maybe it is just a 
sign of the times. Lots of kids have 
.22’s and they don’t have anything to 
shoot at. So they walk a fence row, 
blasting maybe half a dozen insulators 
in a row before they quit. 

Kids aren’t the only offenders 
though. Hunters with bad tempers 
because they can’t find any game take 
it out on insulators, too. We have even 
found dents in transformers made by 
bullets, but usually these gunmen 
don’t bother transformers because 
they’re too near building sites. 

These acts are punishable by law 
and can bring severe penalties. We have 
a responsibility and duty to you, our 
members, to exert its full weight to 
bring to justice those that interfere 
with the flow of electric power on the 
system. 

JULY, 1976 



Get rid of all ROACHES 
and WATERBUGS with 

SURE KILL ^ 
Or You Pay Nothing 

Roaches eat Sure Kill greedily and return 
to their nests which they contaminate, 
starting a chain reaction that wipes out all 
other roaches and eggs. 
Sure kill never wears out, is absolutely 
odorless and safe to use. It contains no 
D.D.T. A single can cleans out six rooms 
and keeps them free of roaches and wa- 
terbugs for years. Money back guarantee. 
Send just $3.98 for one can, two for $6.98 
postpaid. 

FOX ENTERPRISES 
Box 211, Marion, Ky. 42064 

Mfg. and Distr. 

World's Fastest, 
Easiest Fencing! 

tep-POSTS 
66" PLASTIC LINE POSTS 

New 72" Line Posts, Heavier & Larger 
• Strong, Durable, Attractive 
• Non-Conductive, Non-Corrosive 
• Drive-In Easily with Tepco Driver 
• No Digging, Setting, Filling 

Build your fences the easy way with 
TEPCO Line Posts—just like hundreds 
of ranchers and farmers throughout the 
nation are doing. Tep-Posts are strong, 
light weight and durable. Easy to carry 
in quantity. Weighted steel driver is 
necessary to drive in the Tepco posts. 
Wire clip fasteners and postdriver 
furnished at nominal costs. 

Get literature on line fence posts 
and 48” electric posts 

See your dealer or contact us 
Write or Call 405 424-2222 

(TEPCO, INC.) 
THOMAS EXTRUDED PLASTICS CO., INC. 
P.0. Box 145, Oklahoma City, Okla. 73101 

Over Quarter Century of Building    
for the American Family . . . . en!=0ffili 

QUALITY HOMES AT LOWEST PRICES 
ON YOUR FOUNDATION / INCLUDING PLUMBING, WIRING & BIRCH CABINETS 

Over 1001 

Floor Plans 

To Choose From 

Every Nordaas Home includes full-weight conventional construction, NOT 
PRE FAB or PRE CUT1 Your new home completely framed, roof shingled, 
fully enclosed. TO11! ol the carpenter work is done for you, or we will finish 
carpentry for a little extra. All finishing materials furnished — blanket 
insulation, hardwood cabinets all ready-made, inside doors ready-hung 
with trim installed Western dry dimension lumber All materials direct from 
mill and factory to you saves hundreds ot dollars! FREE planning service — 
build to your own plans or choose from over 1000 floor plans. 

FREE PLAN SERVICE • FREE DELIVERY 1500 MILES 
One of America s Largest Builders ol Homes 

Write tor free floor Plan at No Obligation 

NORDAAS AMERICAN HOMES 
Dept 291 -G. Minnesota Lake, Minnesota 56068 

PHONE (507) 462-3331 

NAH Available throughout the entire Midwest 
in America's Great Farming States — 
Save this Ad for Future Discount. 

CLEAR SPAN BUILDING CO. 
ALL STEEL CLEAR SPAN BUILDING 

"LIMITED” 1 PER COUNTY 
30x42x8 COMMERCIAL 

or 

30x50x12 AGRICULTURE 

STEEL I-BEAM 

CONSTRUCTION 

DOUBLE SLIDING 
DOOR INCLUDED *2,995 

I 
STEEL I-BEAM 

CONSTRUCTION 

40x48x8 COMMERCIAL 
or 

40x48x16 AGRICULTURE 

50x96x16 STEE I BEAM 

DOUBLE SLIDING 
DOOR INCLUDED 

DOUBLE SLIDING 
DOOR INCLUDED 

*3,995 

6,978 

- 

60x90xl4STEEELIBEAM FULL 24x14 Double 

COLOR Slide Door CONSTRUCTION 

PACKAGED STEEL BLDG wi,h 20x14 Double Slide 
1(1766 

$4995 Comm' Pitch 
ONLY 
ONE .   
LEFT ■ Door, Galv. 40x72x16 Slant Wall 

BUILDINGS 24-100 Wide, any length, any height, low profile or peak, straight, or slant W. 
Prices may vary in some areas due to snow loading. FOB Factory. 

Jamestown, O. - West Middlesex, Pa. - Evansville, Wis. - Atlantic, la. - Kernsvilltf, N.C. 

CALL COLLECT (517) 263-8474 or 263-2006 
OR WRITE TO 

LANE 
CLEAR 
SPAN 
BUILDING CO. 

f§7 

I 

Name _ 

Address 

Gty   State 

| Telephone. Zip. 
Mo. Plan to Build Size 

MAIL — TODAY 
P.O. BOX 952, ADRIAN, MICH. 49221 
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Annual meeting draw 
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“One way for Clay Electric 
Co-operative to gain control of power 
costs lies in your Board of Trustees’ 
decision to invest in the Clinton 
Nuclear Plant.” 

That was the message of Manager 
Stanley N. Huffman addressing more 
than 900 persons at the 32nd annual 
members’ meeting Thursday, July 15 
at the Charley Brown Memorial Park 
in Flora. 

In addition to Huffman’s report, 
members heard reports by other 
officers, conducted cooperative 
business and elected three men to 
serve on the board of directors. 

‘‘Some 30 to 49 percent of Clay 
Electric’s energy requirements will be 
owned by your cooperative by 1986,” 
Huffman said, “and your board feels 
energy independence from privately 
owned utilities is necessary for the 
cooperative’s long-range goal of 
independence in purchased power.” 

He predicted that rate hikes would 
be forthcoming from the cooperative’s 
power supplier, but that the board 
feels that the cost of purchased power 
will soon stabilize and that future rate 
increases will be very moderate. 

President Carl Barnick of Mason 
noted that the cooperative had a net 
operating gain of $21,000 during 1975 
after a $5 3,000 loss in 1974. “Due to 
the past rate increase and cost saving 
procedures initiated by your coop¬ 
erative, we expect our financial 
position to improve greatly in 1976,” 
he added. 

Secretary-Treasurer Edwin T. 
Hensen of Xenia reported that the 
cooperative paid out $683,527 for 
purchased power in 1975, up 
$240,012 from the 1974 expenditure 
of $443,515. 

“Our system is valued at about $2.7 
million, and we paid out more than 
$52,000 in taxes last year,” Henson 
said. 

During the business meeting, 
members reelected Barnick, Clem 
Hilmes of Flora and Robert Burkett of 
Louisville to serve three-year terms on 
the board of directors. At a reorga- 
nizational meeting of the board, 
Barnick was reelected president, 
Henson was reelected as secretary- 
treasurer, and Leo Iffert of Noble was 
elected vice president. 

AUGUST, 1976 

OPPOSITE PAGE,CLOCKWISE 
FROM LOWER LEFT: Manager Stan 
Huffman addresses the meeting. At the 
registration desk. Attorney William R. 

Todd. Selecting an attendance prize. 

ABOVE, FROM TOP: Carl Barnick, 
Edwin Henson and Leo Iffert share 

mutual congratulations on their 

election as board officers. Picking up 

meal tickets. Secretary-Treasurer 

Henson gives his report. 



‘Youth to Washington Tour: 

Nothing like it before 
THINK A HOME OF YOUR OWN 
IS IMPOSSIBLE? 

Well, 
it isn’t. 

(continued from page 9) 

Lots of people want — and need — a home of their 
own. They’re fed up with renting... living in 
cramped quarters... but they don’t have the cash 
down payment or the pay check to qualify for a 
bank loan today. Many families just like these now 
own a beautiful new Miles Home because Miles 
does have an answer! 

The Miles Way gets back to basics. We put a lot of 
trust in do-it-yourself peop/e... their willingness to 
work hard... their determination. We've found do- 
it-yourselfers a good investment, so we back them 
with special, low-cost credit they need. 

Remember, the Miles Way is built on trust. What 
you lack in the bank... you make up for by pound¬ 
ing and painting in your spare time. 

We make it simple... from start to finish. Besides 
credit... we supply easy-to-follow, step-by-step 
instructions.. blueprints and expertly pre-cut 

materials to save you time. You don’t have to be 
an experienced carpenter, either. 
All we ask is that you do much of the building with 
simple tools. Build your home anywhere. . . city or 
country... even if your land isn't fully paid for yet. 
The Miles Plan offers you low monthly payments 
while building and up to three years to complete 
your home. 
When you've finished your Miles Home, you’ll find 
it’s worth a lot more than you owe because you’ve 
built it yourself instead of paying for expensive 
carpenters. Your labor is worth a lot of money. 
You and your family will be proud of the lovely 
home you built together. 
Thousands of families have found the Miles Way 
their best... and only answer. Fill out and send the 
coupon today! We ll have your local Miles Man 
supply all the details without obligation. 

conducted a whirlwind campaign and 

was subsequently elected by state 

delegates representing over 900 

students from throughout the country. 

He will serve as the official youth 

spokesman for the nation’s more than 

1,000 electric cooperative systems and 

represent NRECA at national youth 

functions, including the National FFA 

and 4-H conventions. 

Illinois students were the special 

guests of Senator Charles Percy in the 

U. S. Senate Gallery during debate on 

national energy legislation. After 

leaving the Senate floor to meet with 

the students on the Capitol steps, 

Senator Percy spoke briefly on the 

great need for a more effective 

national energy policy. Senator Adlai 

Stevenson also took time from his 

busy schedule to meet with the Illinois 

tour participants and answer 

questions. 

Representative George Shipley of 

Olney hosted a congressional breakfast 

for the students, who were joined by 

Representatives Paul Simon of Carbon- 

dale and Tim Hall of Dwight. Repre- 

cTWiles^omes 
The Do-It-Yourself Specialist 

There’s a Miles Man near you: 
Phone (815) 268-7706 

(618) 994-2836 

Send me my FREE copy of Miles Great Homes Idea Book. 
MILES HOMES, Dep t IL-31 
329 N. Walnut, Onarga, II. 60955 

Address 

City — 

Phone ( 

. State -Zip 

I plan to do ] all il part of the work 
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