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W High Line News 
VILLiNOIS RURAL ELECTRIC CO. 217-742-3128 WINCHESTER, ILLINOIS J 

Your Imitation to the Annual Meeting 

Dear Member: 

The board of directors join me in extending to you an invitation to attend our big 37th Annual Meeting 
and Electrical Fair to be held at the Scott County 4-H Fair Association Building, Winchester, starting at TO 
a. m., D.S.T., July 10, 1975. 

There will be country and western entertainment on stage throughout the day and a beauty pageant, in 
which our members have always displayed much interest. 

We hope that each of you will find time to come to your Annual Meeting this year, so that by your 
interest and cooperation we directors, who have tried in the past year to guide your cooperative, will find 
that you are baching us up. It will be a chance to meet old friends and acquaintances and, in general, have a 
good time. 

Around July i, you will receive the program of the meeting. On the bach cover, you’ll find a 
registration card which will save you time and possibly eliminate standing in line to register Annual Meeting 
day. 

We’re hoping to see you! 

Sincerely, 

l/. T. Barhs, President 

Agenda 
Evening — July 9 

Visit Exhibits and Enjoy on Stage Entertainment 
Preview of Beauty Pageant Contestants 

ANNUAL MEETING DAY - JULY 10 
Drawing for “Early Bird Award” 

ELECTRIC RANGE - FREE 

Entertainment on Stage Throughout the Day 
Business Meeting — Morning 

Lunch Can Be Purchased on the Grounds 
Visit the Exhibits on the Grounds 

1975 Beauty Pageant Finals (Around 3 p. m.) 

JUNE, 1975 12a 
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COME TO YOUR ANNUAL MEETIN 
Beauty Pageant Planned - at Your 1975 Annual Meeting 

Do you have a Queen in your family? Sponsor her in the IREC 1975 Beauty Pageant scheduled 

for July. She’ll be competing for “Miss Illinois Rural Electric Co. 1975.” Should she win, she will 

represent our cooperative in the state contest for “Miss I llinois Electric Cooperative, 1975.” 

The girls always have a lot of fun together and they learn to “meet the public.” We’re looking for 

contestants now, so encourage your girl to fill out the application below and mail it in today. 

RULES 
Entrant must be a member of a family residing in a home served with electric service from I llinois 

Rural Electric Co. and unmarried between the ages of 16 and 21. 

Members of the immediate family of directors or employees of I llinois Rural Electric Co. may not 

participate. A coaching session will be held July 9 (one day ahead of the annual meeting). 

JUDGING 
Beauty 

Face 25% 
Figure 25% 

Poise 
Posture  10% 
Grace  5% 

Personality 
Charm 15% 
Grooming 10% 

Ability 
Achievements 5% 
Talent or Domestic Ability  5% 
NOTE: Contestants will appear in bathing suits 
and formal dresses. (Dress is to be simple yet 
flattering to face and figure — no hat — medium 
high heels). 
Previous First Place Winners Not Eligible. 

TO: BEAUTY CONTEST COMMITTEE 

SPONSOR: I would like to sponsor the following contestant in the IREC Beauty Pageant. 

Name Address   

Age  Birth Date   

Signed  

(Parent or Other Sponsor) 

CONTESTANT: I agree to abide by the rules of the contest and give my permission for the 

committee to use my picture and name for any publicity purposes in connection with the contest. 

I also understand that if I should win the contest and be unable to represent Illinois Rural Electric 

Co. in the State Finals, an alternate may be selected. 

Signed  

(Please Attach a Photo, If Possible) 
(Candidate) 
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AY JULY 10TH 
; +*■++ 

! ***** 

DRAWINGS FOR 

FREE PRIZES 
*****************************i ! 

FROM EXHIBITORS & IREC 

ALL DAY LONG! 

FOR CO-OP MEMBERS ONLY! 

Free Prizes 
REGISTER AT THE MEMBER 
SERVICE DEPARTMENT BOOTH 
FOR THE ELECTRIC DRYER AND 
OTHER PRIZES. (Drawing Around 3 
p. m.) 

■f t crtfixrLfiJb 
JUMBO-DRUM 

ELECTRIC DRYER 
WITH 

PRESS-GUARD™ 
CYCLE 

MODEL DLB 2980P 

THE “EARLY BIRD AWARD” 
(drawing at 10:00 a.m. 

BUSINESS MEETING: 
(In the Morning) 

Election of Directors 

Progress Reports 

Beauty Pageant 
"Miss IREC- 1975" 

Selected and Crowned 

(About 3:00 P.M.) 

LUNCH- 
AVAILABLE 

ON THE 
GROUNDS 

Fairgrounds 
Exhibits 

Farm Automation 

Equipment 

Grain Drying 

Equipment 

Materia! Handling 

Equipment 

Heating — Cooling 

Systems 

Home Appliance & 

Entertainment 

Equipment 

Special Prices on the 

Complete Maytag Line 

Annual Meeting Day 

July 10th 
JUNE, 1975 

A Beauty Pageant to select ‘‘Miss IREC- 1975" will be held 

also. Pictured here are candidates from a recent pageant. 
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AT YOUR ANNUAL MEETING - JULY 10 

NICK NIXON 

COUNTRY MUS/C 

6 Country Artists In All! 

HELEN UUHNELIUS 

COUNTRY SOUL BAND 
Lead Guitar  Johnny Phillips 
Base Guitar Cloyce Phillips 
Steel Guitar  Wally Murphy 
Drums Jimmy Queen 

Performances in the 

Morning and Throughout the Day! 
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much as he can about artifacts and archaeology in gen¬ 
eral, has made him both an avid reader and a person 
many professional archaeologists have come to respect 
almost as an equal. 

“When I became interested in artifacts, I started 
reading everything I could get my hands on,” Downs 
said. “I guess I have read more than 800 books and I 
don’t know how many periodicals. 

“If you want to get into this you need to read 
everything from the Sears catalog to the Bible,” Downs 
added. “It takes a lot of time and you have to grab 
every spare moment to read.” 

Downs has even read books on archaeology written 
in Russian, although he admits “I had to look at the 
pictures to try to match them with the words. 

“People all over the world are ahead of the Ameri¬ 
cans in studying their pasts,” Downs said. “We are 
only beginning to learn how to look and study.” 

Downs has become knowledgeable about the differ¬ 
ent cultures in Illinois and can identify most of the 
periods of Indian history through artifacts. At least 25 
and perhaps as many as 50 separate cultures inhabited 
Illinois. The oldest culture started anywhere from 20,000 
to 60,000 years before the white man first landed on 
American shores. 

“There may have been hundreds of cultures, too, 
(Continued on page 16) 

LEFT: A major part of looking for Indian artifacts is walking 
the fields. Downs puts more mileage on his boots in front 
of his farm. BELOW: Downs examines a promising artifact 
for his collection. 
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Another annual members’ meeting, the 37th in the 

history of Illinois Rural Electric Co., is itself history. 

The year 1974 was a trying year for your cooperative. 

Sharp increases in the cost of wholesale power are affecting 

you, as members, your cooperative, as a distribution 

system, and are being felt by electric consumers all across 

the nation. 

In his annual report President V. T. Parks of Milton 

defined the energy problem by saying, “Western Illinois 

Power Cooperative (WIPCO), which supplies all our power 

needs has faced tremendous increases in the cost of fuel.” 

“In 1963, coal delivered to WIPCO’s Pearl generating 

station cost $5.08 a ton. In late 1 974, that cost had risen to 

$14.33 a ton and the new coal contract during 1975-76 has 

set the price of coal at $21.29 a ton. 

“Another item which is affecting the cost of generating 

and delivering electricity is the additional equipment 

needed to comply with environmental rules and 

regulations.” 

Manager William F. Hanback reported energy 
consumption was up an average of 667 kwh’s per member 

over the previous year. 
He also said 1 5.38 miles of new service extensions were 

built to serve 229 new consumers of the cooperative which 
now has more than 9,300 members in Scott, Greene, Pike, 

Morgan, Cass, Jersey, Calhoun, Adams and Macoupin 

Co. 

FAR LEFT, TOP: This year's outstanding contestants in 

Illinois Rural's annual beauty pageant. FAR LEFT, 

CENTER: Kim Smith registers her surprise at being chosen 

"Miss Illinois Rural Electric Co. for 1975." FAR LEFT, 

BOTTOM: Cooperative members look over appliances for 

sale by the cooperative's member services department. 

LEFT: Flelen Cornelius and Nick Nixon provided 

entertainment at the meeting. CENTER: President V. T. 

Parks, left, presented retiring director R. J. Meyers a plaque 

for his long service to the cooperative. 

counties. 

Treasurer Howard Hurrelbrink of Winchester reported 

that the cooperative revenues were $2,970,049 for the year, 

with almost half, $1,358,602 being spent for wholesale 

power. The cost of power in 1974 increased $373,095 over 

1973. The member-owned cooperative also paid a total of 

$218,985 in taxes during the year. 

During the business session members reelected all 11 

directors to serve a one year term on the cooperative’s 

governing board. 

The cooperative also has a new beauty queen. Kim 

Smith, 18, of Pleasant Hill was selected from an 

outstanding and pretty field of contestants. As the newly 

crowned “Miss Illinois Rural Electric Co. of 1975,” Miss 

Smith will compete in the Association of Illinois Electric 

Cooperative’s beauty pageant in September, vying for the 

statewide title. 

Approximately 45 exhibitors displayed a wide variety 

of equipment and services at the annual meeting. 

Entertainment was provided by the Nick Nixon Show, 

starring Nick Nixon, and Helen Cornelius, along with four 

other country music artists. 

The meeting was viewed by cooperative officials as 

perhaps the best annual meeting ever. And the people who 
made it possible were you, the members. Thank you for 

your interest and participation. 

problems defined 
annual meeting 
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energy realities 
(Continued from page 9) 

plant on the ground and provide 
data needed to determine the level 
of pollution. If a high level of sul¬ 
fur dioxide is present, the plant 
could be shut down, slowed down or 
use more expensive low-sulfur coal 
until an acceptable level is achieved. 

“And if the plant is not polluting, 
then there is no reason to impose a 
regulation,” Clevenger said. “As it 
stands, the EPA regulation assumes 
there is a problem. Provisions of this 
bill, intermittent controls, would de¬ 
termine if that problem actually 
exists.” 

The only alternative offered to 
power producers by the EPA is the 
implementation of scrubbers to re¬ 
move the sulfur dioxide. “The EPA 
calls scrubbers an answer, but they 
don’t say that the scrubbers now be¬ 
ing made are both of unproven re¬ 
liability and questionable impact,” 

Clevenger said. “They are also so 
costly that they often will total about 
25 percent of a power plant’s total 
investment. By necessity, this addi¬ 
tional cost will be passed on to the 
consumers in the form of higher 
rates.” 

Impact statements prepared by 
the Pollution Control Board (PCB) 
to determine environmental effects 
should include the cost-benefit ratio 
of an EPA impact study. At present, 
there is no effective mechanism— 
staff, governing body or financing— 
to provide these vital additions to the 
studies. Thus, a PCB regulation does 
not presently consider financial costs 
against the specific benefit to the 
environment. 

Senate Bill 805 would amend the 
Illinois “Environmental Protection 
Act” to require the Institute for En¬ 
vironmental Quality to prepare and 

publish economic impact statements 
for rules of the Illinois Pollution 
Control Board as selected by the 
Economic Technical Advisory Com¬ 
mittee, also created by S.B. 805. The 
bill also requires an economic im¬ 
pact hearing by the Illinois Pollution 
Control Board before adoption of an 
amendment to its regulations. 

ROACHES? 
WIPE OUT 
THE NEST 

Guaranteed 

Chain reaction 

of death to all! 
PROKEM has the formula to rid homes of 
roaches and waterbugs — up to 5 years. Simply 
place PROKEM where roaches and waterbugs will 
readily eat it, then return to their nests to die. 
A chain reaction starts and all roaches, water- 
bugs and their eggs are overcome. Death elimi¬ 
nates them as health hazards and pests. 

ODORLESS—SAFE TO USE 
PROKEM — a pure white powder, odorless and 
harmless to humans and pets but sure death to 
roaches and waterbugs. Buy from the manufac¬ 
turer and save. 

Rid Roaches From an 8 Room House 
for Only $3.95 — 2 for $6.90 ppd. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed. Send Check or M.O. 

Suite 1604U 
664 Surf Dr. TEXMO 

Lewisville, Texas 75067 

It all adds up... 
STRENGTH 
Rugged galvanized steel panels with deep IV2" corrugations 
provide tremendous structural strength eliminating the 
need for poles, beams or trusses. Equipment can be stored 
next to the wall with head room to spare—100% usable 
space. 
ACCESS 
Large doors up to 24' wide x 14' high have ball bearing 
rollers for ease of operation allowing easy access for even 
the largest combines (doors can be supplied for both ends). 
Standard size all steel man doors are also available. 
VERSATILITY 
IDEAL FOR: Machine Sheds, Grain Storage Units, Live¬ 
stock Shelters, Workshop, Corn Storage, Hog Barns, Live¬ 
stock Confinements or Dairy Barns 
IT ALL ADDS UP TO... 
A dependable all steel building for your investment. We 
can manufacture any dimension to suit your needs now or 
in the future. 

CALL COLLECT OR MAIL COUPON TODAY 

NAME  

ADDRESS TEL 

DATE PLANNING TO BUILD 

SIZE OF BUILDING-WIDTH 

MIRACLE SPAN STEEL BUILDINGS 
Box REN-8-75 
1821 North Office Square, Schaumburg, Illinois 60172 
Call Collect (312) 397-0700 
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arket 
year got us off to a good start,” said 
Guild President Mrs. R. L. Holder, 
“but this year more people know we 
are here and the crowds have been 
excellent.” 

Featured at the market are draw¬ 
ings and paintings, macrame’, 
leathercraft, ceramic and eggshell 
jewelry, lapidary work, Christmas 
ornaments and needlework. 

Also at the market, visitors may 
purchase vegetables from the gardens 
of members of a newly formed pro¬ 
duce cooperative. 

Home baked goods are available 
and for those who wish to do their 
own, one exhibitor sells freshly 
ground wheat flour, corn meal and 
cracked wheat, along with appro¬ 
priate recipes. 

One of the best items at the mar¬ 
ket, however, is not for sale. It is 
the friendly atmosphere, which is 
free to all and maybe is one reason 
why people keep coming back to the 
Goodfield Saturday Market. 

SEPTEMBER, 1975 

FROM LEFT: Handcrafted jewelry by Helen 
Schumm of Secor gains the attention of 
ladies at the Goodfield Saturday Market. 
Lapidarist Lawrence Nichols of Congerville 
shows customers the different stones in 
his collection of handcrafted items. Fine 
handmade quilts are the family pride of 
Ora Koehne, daughter Ruth Sayer and 
granddaughter Melanie. Marie Bour and 
daughter of Eureka turn ordinary satin 
Christmas tree bulbs into highly decorative 
ornaments. 

W Wickes 
Buildings 
A Division of The Wickes Corporation 

ILLINOIS 
Box 548, Galesburg 
Box 9, Mendota 
Box 158, Opdyke 
Box 117, Taylorville 

(309) 342-3416 
(815) 539-9325 
(618) 756-2347 
(217) 824-4441 

Shelters, garages, 
workshops, utility buildings 

r'call collect or mail coupon toda 

| Name 

Address 

County Town 

Phone State 

‘Sitting FVetty’ 
TOWN & COUNTRY—The New Wickes Utility 
Building with Gambrel Roof Design 

You’ll be sitting pretty in more ways than one with a new 
Wickes Town & Country on your property. 

One of the most attractive utility buildings we’ve ever offered, 
the Town & Country has a traditional early American charm 
that fits right into any setting—home, farm or ranch. 

More than just another pretty face, our Town & Country is 
also a practical, efficient building, with plenty of storage space 
for vehicles, recreational equipment, implements—or work¬ 
shop if you want one. A spacious 30’ x 40’ clear span 
structure with maintenance-free exteriors of color aluminum 
or color steel. 

Call today, and we’ll have a beautiful, new Wickes Town & 
Country sitting pretty on your land tomorrow. 



Adopted July 10,1975 
That section 2 of Article VI of the 

By-Laws be amended to read as 

follows: 

“Section 2. Election and Term of 
Office. The Officers shall be elected by 

ballot, annually by and from the 

Board of Directors at the first meeting 

of the Board of Directors held after 

each annual meeting of the Members, 

except for the office held by the 

Manager, who need not be a member 

of the Board of Directors, but who 

shall be elected annually by the Board 

of Directors. If the election of Officers 

shall not be held at such meeting, such 

election shall be held as soon 

thereafter as conveniently may be. 

Each officer shall hold office until the 

first meeting of the Board of Directors 

following the next succeeding Annual 

Meeting of the members or until his 

successor shall have been duly elected 

and shall have qualified, subject to the 

provisions of these By-laws with 

respect to the removal of Officers.” 

Home Insulation for Comfort and Savings 

With the short supply of gas and 

fuel oil, many individuals are thinking 

about insulating their homes to 

conserve the fuel that they will use for 

heating this year. Insulation is a 

money-maker and will return good 

dividends, as well as reduce the 

amount of fuel consumed. 

Almost any home can be insulated 

completely. Sidewalls, ceilings and 

even the floors need to be insulated. 

Sidewalls are probably the hardest to 

insulate in an existing home. There are 

basically two ways in which the walls 
can be insulated. One is to tear off the 
side of the wall and place batts in the 

wall cavity. Two, drill holes in the 

sidewalls and inject loose insulation 

into the wall cavity. Either method 

will do an excellent job, but in most 

cases the second method is preferred 
because it is less expensive. Adding 

insulated siding onto the outside of 

the house will help some, but it does 

not have nearly the insulation value of 

regular insulation that fills the cavity 

of the wall. Ceiling and floors are not 

nearly as hard to insulate. Batts or 

loose insulation can be installed in the 

attic very easily without disturbing the 

house in any way. 

Six to eight inches of good quality 

insulation is needed in the attic to 

effectively stop the main heat loss of 

any house. One word of caution is 

needed at this point, and that is about 

ventilation. Adequate ventilation is a 

must in an insulated home. The attic 

must have ventilation before the 

moisture condenses and returns to the 

insulation as water. The reason that 

insulation creates this problem is the 

same reason that this insulation is 

installed. The attic space, without 

insulation in the ceiling, will maintain 
a higher temperature; therefore, less 

chance for condensation. The 

installation of the insulation creates a 

large temperature difference and 

therefore, more of a chance for 

condensation. 

Floor insulation is also important, 

but here again moisture must be taken 

into consideration. A vapor barrier 

must be installed on the ground to 

keep the moisture from moving out of 

the ground and condensing on the 

floor and insulation. 

Two jobs that can be done easily 

and which greatly reduce the heat loss 

of any home are the installation of 

storm windows and doors and 

installation of weather stripping. 

Insulation is very economical in 

relation to the benefits that can be 

derived from it. Increased comfort 

along with reduced heating costs make 

insulation a fine investment for any 

home. 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS 16 



Illinois Electric Cooperatives already operate two electric generation 
cooperatives producing about 25 percent of the power required by cooperative 
members. Farsighted cooperative leaders also realize that in order to keep pace with 
the energy demands of future generations of electric consumers they need to 
combine their research efforts and pool their power resources with those of other 
Illinois utilities. 

Now, for the first time in Illinois Electric Cooperative history, the electric 
cooperatives are planning to participate with one of the state's largest 
investor-owned electric utilities in the joint ownership of a 1,900-megawatt nuclear 
plant scheduled for activation by 1981. 

As a result of this cooperative effort, Illinois electric utilities do their share to 
assure continued power for all Illinois consumers. . . .and the Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives are an important part of that effort. 

It's a daring step forward—but most important, a step ahead of another energy 
shortage. . . .Count on us. 

linois Rural Electric Co. 
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farm Productivity- 
fl Success Story 

The chronicles of agricultural 
productivity—fewer and few¬ 

er farmers producing greater 
amounts of food for more and more 
people—is a success story unparal¬ 
leled in U.S. history. 

From 100 percent of the original 
settlers working the land for their 
own survival to the present total of 
less than five percent of the U.S. 
population engaged in farming to 
feed the remainder of the country 
and a sizable part of the world, it’s a 
story of amazing agricultural sta¬ 
tistics. 

At the time of the Revolution, 
more than 90 percent of the popu¬ 
lation of the new nation was still en¬ 
gaged in farming. 

By 1820, the percentage of farm¬ 
ers had dropped to some 83 per¬ 
cent and about 60 man-hours of 
labor were needed to produce an 
acre of wheat. 

Gradually, the number of Amer¬ 
icans in agriculture continued to slip 
until by 1870 farmers were no longer 
in a majority in the U.S. By then, 
only 47 percent of the country’s 
population could be classified in 
agriculture. 

The number of farmers dwindled 
further and by 1910 only a third of 
the growing population was in agri¬ 
culture. 

With only 21 percent of the popu¬ 
lation in farming in 1930, total 
man-hours required to produce an 
acre of wheat fell to just three. 

In the 1950’s, the farming popu¬ 
lation dipped to less than 15 percent 
and continuing declines reduced that 
percentage to less than five pres¬ 
ently. But agricultural production 
maintained its upward climb and 
output per man-hour jumped some 

31/2 times in the past two decades. 
Never have so few given so much 

to so many. And never will the 
challenges be so great as in the 
future. 

Over Quarter Century of Building , - 
for the American Family ... rj^LITil 1 " 

QUALITY HOMES AT LOWEST PRICES 
ON YOUR 10UNUAI ION INCl UDINC, Rt UMHINO. WIRING K BIRCH CABIN f. IS 

Every Nordaas Home includes full-weight conventional construction, NOT 
PRE FAB or PRE-CUT! Your new home completely framed, roof shingled, 
fully enclosed, 70% of the carpenter work is done for you, or we will finish 
carpentry for a little extra. All finishing materials furnished — blanket 
insulation, hardwood cabinets all ready-made, inside doors ready-hung 
with trim installed. Western dry dimension lumber. All materials direct from 
mill and factory to you saves hundreds of dollars! FREE planning service — 
build to your own plans or choose from over 1000 floor plans. 

FREE PLAN SERVICE • FREE DELIVERY 1500 MILES 
One of America's Largest Builders of Homes 

Write lor free Floor Plan at No Obligation 

NORDAAS AMERICAN HOMES 
Dept. 236-F, Minnesota Lake, Minnesota 56068 

PHONE: (507) 462-3331 

Ovar 1001 
Floor Plana 

To Choose From 
/VA// : lhr<Hit|h out tin: ontuo Midwest 

< .i s Gnr. it f firming St.ites 

   ^ S.1VI- III! s Ad foi 1 uturi' Discount 

Name 

Address 

City State Zip 

Also send Fund Raising Plan for Organizations 

MIDWEST 
   

CARD COMPANY Dept. 208-H 

1113 Washington Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 63101 

I enclose 25C for my colorful Jack-O-Lantern and information on other easy ways to earn money 

from Midwest at absolutely No Obligation. 

Halloween 
Treat 
POP only da® 

si.25 value 
GLITTERS BY DAY . . . GLOWS AT NIGHT 
Put some fun in your window . . . brighten a door or a wall. 
This translucent Jack-O-Lantern will welcome little 'Trick 
or Treaters" with a smile. Made of thousands of glowing 
plastic beads, it's a delightfully different decoration that 
captures the happy Halloween spirit. 

EASY WAY TO RAISE MONEY 
When you receive this unusual decoration, you'll see 
immediately how you or your club or organization can 
earn needed money fast selling Halloween Plaques and 
many other products just as unique and just as much fun. 
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Cut off the electricity 
and your life can 
be drastically 
affected for 
several hours. 

Cut off your earning power and your life 
can be drastically affected for years. 

L. Earl Cutler 
7600 West Main Street • P.0 Box 965 
Belleville, Illinois 62223 
Phone: (618) 398-1950 

S B Stottrup 
111 East Decatur • Decatur, Illinois 62525 
Phone: (217) 429-5495 

A. H Harris 
1119 South Sixth Street 
Springfield, Illinois 62705 
Phone: (217) 528-3434 

Lee Weckerly Division Office 
P.O. Box 419 
Rockford, Illinois 61105 

Jack B Williams 
Jack Williams Division Office 
285 South Plazaway 
Cape Girardeau, Missouri 63701 
Phone:(314) 334-2841 

R. L. Thomas 
309-10 Bondi Building 
Galesburg, Illinois 61401 

Dept. 2R 
Disability Income Protection Plan 
Mutual of Omaha • Dodge at 33rd Street 
Omaha, Nebraska 68131 

I would appreciate having a licensed representative explain a program of Disability 
Income Protection to me. 

NAME    

ADDRESS   

CITY    STATE ZIP  

FILL OUT AND MAIL TODAY. NO OBLIGATION! 

UNDERWRITTEN BY 

Mutual 
^Omoha 

People you can count on 

Life Insurance Affiliate: United of Omaha 

MLTUAl Of OMAHA INSURANCI COMPANY 

HOMf OffKf OMAHA. NEBRASKA 

Like electricity, good health is something 
we often take for granted. But just as light¬ 
ning can suddenly cut off the electrical 
power, disability can just as quickly cut 
off your earnings. At a time when medical 
bills are added to the cost of everyday 
living, the loss of your income can be 
especially serious 

Your Disability Income Protection Plan can 
help see to it that you will have money to 
live on when you are unable to work be¬ 
cause of a covered illness or injury 
These are tax free benefits to help replace 
your paycheck. You use it on your family 
needs as you see fit. 

For more information regarding this Dis¬ 
ability Income Protection Plan, just mail 
in the coupon below Or contact your local 
Mutual of Omaha representative. 
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Across the 
Manager’s Desk 
by William F. Hanback 

We have heard a great deal recently 
from members about the high cost of 
electricity and with these two pages 
we hope we can help you understand 
the reasons why the cost of electricity 
has changed. 

Notice I didn’t say the rates had 
increased, because we have had for 
many years the same rates, with the 
exception of the lOpercent increase in 
March 1974. 

The main reason your cost of elec¬ 

tricity has went up is the increasing 
cost of coal, which we and our power 
supplier have no control over. This 
cost is passed on directly to you the 
consumer in the form of a Fuel Cost 
Adjustment charge. 

We along with other rural electric 
cooperatives in Illinois and the 
National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association (NRECA) have repeatedly 
urged strong action by the Federal 
government to control fuel-price es¬ 
calation. 

At Illinois Rural we have been 
sparing no effort to cut expenses 
whenever and wherever possible. 
Operating costs have been pared to 
minimum levels, but even here we are 

faced with increased costs from sup¬ 
pliers of the hardware that keeps the 

power flowing to you. 
The cost of poles has more than 

doubled in the past five years, even 
with the recent slight price reduction. 
A 10 kva transformer, which most of 
you have at your location has in¬ 
creased in price from $140.00 to 
$204.78 in the same five-year period. 

Other than the March 1974 increase 
of 10 percent these costs have not 
been pushed on to you the member. 

We pledge to continue to cut these 
costs whenever possible and keep the 
rates low enough to be able to provide 
an adequate and dependable supply of 
electric power to you. 

Higher Electric Rates 
are part of a National 

Energy Problem 
Cost per KWH as reported in Time Magazine 

New York, N.Y. 9.1 (t per KWH 

Boston, Mass. 6.2$ per KWH 

Pasadena, Calif 5.5$ per KWH 

Newark, N.J. 5.4$ per KWH 

Philadelphia, Pa. 5.3$ per KWH 

Hartford, Conn. 5.3$ per KWH 

Lebanon, Pa. 5.1$perKWH 

New Haven, Conn. 5.0$ per KWH 

Illinois RuraPS. Pittsburgh, Pa. 4.7$ per KWH 

Electric Co. ^S^Norfolk, Va. 4.6$ per KWH 

4.53 v^rie, Pa. 4.5* per KWH 

per KWH Chicago, III. 4.4$ per KWH 
Cleveland, Ohio 4.4$ per KWH 

Tampa, Fla. 4.3$ per KWH 

Detroit, Mich. 4.2$ per KWH 

Jacksonville, Fla. 4.1$ per KWH 

New Orleans, La. 4.0$ per KWH 

Los Angeles, Calif. 3.8$ per KWH 

How We’ve 
Changed 

IN 1974 THE AVERAGE usage per month for Illinois 
Rural Electric Co. members was just over 700 kilowatt- 
hours (kwh) per member. In 1970 this usage would have 
cost $19.77. Under the 1972 rate schedule that same 700 
kwh would have cost $21.45 and under our present rate 
schedule the cost of $31.75. 

Year 
Average 

Usage 

Cost 
Per 

1000 kwh 

Cost 
Per 

2000 kwh 

Cost 
Per 

2500 kwh 

1970 620 kwh $28.24 $49.24 $59.74 

1972 637 kwh $30.64 $54.03 $65.73 

1975 808 kwh $46.35 $82.56 $101.17 

The above is a schedule A farm and home rate. Special 
electric heat rate after 1000 kwh, the next 2000 kwh at 1.7 

cents per kwh, this is a year-around rate plus tax and fuel 
adjustment. 
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Why your 
Electric Rates 
are going up 

Price of Transformers (10 kva) 

Source: Utility Experience 

Price of Distribution Poles 
(30-foot Class 6) 
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Utility Experience 

1970 1972 1974 1975 
CHART 8 

Price of Electric    
3OT Utility Coal 

25 

| 20 

I § 15 
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5' 

* Some spot purchases of 
coal were made at 
approximately $40/ton. 

$23.00* 

$11.40$1?^0 

$7.80 
$9.50 

1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 
Sourc9 US DepartmentolComnwcB FPC 
Fuel Reports And Utility Experience 

How Electric Coops Rate in Power Industry 
Rural electric systems are small 

consumer-owned utilities established 
to provide electric service in rural 
America. There are more than 1,000 
systems in 46 states incorporated as 
nonprofit enterprises, owned and con¬ 
trolled by the people they serve. 

The rural electric systems serve over 
6.5-million farms, homes, schools, 
churches, commercial enterprises and 
other rural establishments in 2,600 of 
the 3,100 counties in the United 
States. 

They average 4.1 consumers and 
around $1,000 gross annual revenue 
per mile of line. In comparison, most 
commercial utilities average 10 times 
as many consumers and 15 times as 

much revenue per mile of line. So the 
consumer ratio per mile of line is 
4.1/40 and revenue comparison per 
mile of line is $1,000/$ 15,000. 

Rural electrics have an average in¬ 
vestment of $985 per consumer- 
owner. The investor-owned utilities 
average $628 per customer. 

In making a comparison of dis¬ 
tribution costs per customer, the fol¬ 
lowing was reported in the July issue 
of Rural Minnesota News: 

Operations-IOU’s $12.38, REC’s 
$11.17; Maintenance-IOU’s $12.39, 
REC’s $13.79; Administration and 
General Expense-IOU’s $24.90, 
REC’s $21.19; Consumer Accounting 
-lOU’s $10.31, REC’s $10. 

Another bit of interesting infor¬ 
mation concerning REC’s concerns the 
amount of lines and the source of 
power. REC’s own and maintain 42 
percent of the electric distribution 
lines in the USA, but own only a little 
over one percent of the nation’s 
generating capacity. About one-third 
of their electricity is purchased from 
investor-owned utilities. 

The per consumer comparison 
found above indicates that, even 
though REC’s have investments which 
exceed that of the lOU’s and even 
though their revenues are much less 
than lOU’s, their cost of furnishing 
power to their member is comparable. 
From Wisconsin RFC News) 
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The life a national crow calling 
champion leads while he is still in 

competition isn’t all glory, Herb 
Dieckmann of Vandalia can attest to 
that. 

“Mess up once and come back 
with only one lousy crow and you’ll 
never hear the end of it,” Dieckmann 
said, telling how that happened to him 
during the 25th annual crow shoot 
which was held in Southern Illinois. 
And how as the old saying goes, he 
had to “eat crow” because of it. 

What was even worse, a photog¬ 
rapher was present, the crow was 
placed on a meat platter, Dieckmann 
was given a bib and carving utensils 
and the whole humiliating scene was 
captured on film and reproduced in a 
number of newspapers. 

Dieckmann still chuckles when he 
tells the story and swears it was an 
“isolated incident” and has over 30 
trophies won in crow calling and 
shooting competition to prove it. 

He won his first championship in 
1954 and topped the field once again 
in 1964, placing well up in the running 
all the years between, with the ex¬ 
ception of that one year. 

A crow shooting and calling 
championship is held over a specified 
area of several counties. Hunters draw 
by lot, an area in which they are to 
hunt and are given an hour to get 
there, three hours to “call in” and 
shoot the crows and an hour to return 
to the tourney headquarters. 

To win the 1954 championship, 
Dieckmann killed 27 crows in his 
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