
Bache Chapel 
UTTe who leaves the world better 

X X by his having lived, has not 
lived in vain.” 

This was a favorite phrase of 
Joseph Lloyd Bache (Bay-che), a 
schoolmaster who compiled a mod¬ 
est fortune through shrewd invest¬ 
ments and conservative living. 

Bache, a Chicago resident, died 
October 1, 1965. Having no chil¬ 
dren, he left two-thirds of his $1.7 
million estate to the trustees of Gar¬ 
rett Township (Cartwright) Ceme¬ 
tery of Tuscola. It was here he grew 
up and it was here his will directed 
a fitting memorial be built. 

Planning for the memorial began 
in 1970, keeping in mind the build¬ 
ing was to be used for weddings, 

community activities, funerals and 
interdenominational worship. 

He wanted the memorial to be 
constructed of lasting material, de¬ 
signed to provide modern comfort 
and to have a restful and attractive 
atmosphere for any gatherings. 

The memorial was fashioned in 
the tradition of English country 
churches, ‘Tearing in mind modern 
design.” 

To accomplish this, Joseph E. 
Coble, an architect from nearby Ur- 
bana, spent a week in England 
studying architectural designs of 
churches. 

As a result of the study, a unique 
structure, which would later bear the 
name Bache Memorial Chapel, be¬ 

gan to rise from the flat Illinois 
plains. 

The memorial was literally poured 
out of 12 million pounds of con¬ 
crete, enough to pave a two-lane 
highway a mile and a quarter long. 
Its 18-inch thick walls were left bare 
to resemble stone. 

The sheer, rising walls of the 
building are severed by a steep roof 
and a 100-foot high clock tower. 
The tower has an observation plat¬ 
form accessible by 92 steps, from 
which visitors can view the surround¬ 
ing countryside. Its roof is formed 
out of stainless steel terne and the 
doors are handmade from heavy 
oak timber. 

(continued on page 21) 
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Don’t Forget Stamps 
Mail without stamps will be 

returned to the sender rather than 

forwarded “postage due,” according to 

a new U.S. Postal Service regulation. 

All unpaid mail (mail without 

sufficient postage) will be returned to 

the sender if a return address is 

available. 

Mail without a return address will 

be sent to the dead letter office, where 

the contents will be examined to 

determine the sender. If nothing 

identifies the sender, the contents will 

be destroyed. 

This is a post office regulation, 

thus the cooperative has no control 

over this. In the past, an average of 10 

letters per month were received 

without postage. These letters will 

now be returned, causing those people 

to have an unpaid bill. We urge you to 

check your postage before mailing. Rate 1 

Present 

KWH Used Rate New Rate 

40 3.41 3.59 

100 6.03 6.47 

200 9.73 10.63 

300 12.51 13.84 

400 15.28 17.05 

500 18.05 20.27 

600 20.81 23.48 

700 22.59 26.48 
800 24.36 29.48 
900 26.12 32.49 

1,000 27.90 35.49 

1,500 36.76 50.51 
2,000 45.62 62.45 
2,500 54.47 73.64 

3,000 63.33 84.82 
3,500 72.19 96.00 

4,000 81.04 107.18 

4,500 89.90 118.37 

5,000 98.75 129.55 

5,500 107.61 140.73 

6,000 116.47 151.91 

6,500 125.33 163.10 

7,000 134.18 174.28 

7,500 143.04 185.46 
8,000 151.89 196.64 

8,500 160.76 207.83 

9,000 169.61 219.01 

9,500 178.47 230.19 

10,000 187.32 241.37 

Rates Nos. 4 & 5 are not included 
type meters. The demand will ma 
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January Bill 
Reflects 

Rate Increase 

All bills for electric service 

received by the members of Corn Belt 

Electric Cooperative after January 1 
will reflect a general increase in the 

rates charged for electric service. 

Approximately 51 percent of the 

cooperative’s operating cost goes for 

the purchase of wholesale power. 

Increased wholesale power cost, 

coupled with the inflationary trends of 

fuel, labor, capital and material costs, 

forced the cooperative to implement 

this general increase in rates. 

The board and management of 

Corn Belt Electric Cooperative are 

reluctant to take such action but cost 

studies show this increase is absolutely 

mandatory to preserve the future 

financial stability of your cooperative. 
Below is a chart indicating the 

monetary effects of this new rate at 

different consumption levels. 
Please contact us if you want 

further information concerning this 

rate adjustment. 

BELT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 

OMPARATIVE COST - CHANGE IN RATES - BI-MONTHLY 

Rate 2 Rate 3 Rate 10 

Present 

Rate New Rate Increase 

Present 

Rate New Rate Increase 

Present 

Rate New Rate Increase 

16.18 15.86 3.41 3.89 .48 3.41 3.59 .18 

16.18 16.02 6.03 7.20 1.17 6.03 6.47 .44 

16.18 16.30 .12 9.94 11.99 2.05 9.73 10.63 .90 

16.18 17.51 1.33 13.24 15.68 2.44 12.51 13.84 1.33 

21.58 21.88 .30 16.54 19.36 2.82 15.28 17.05 1.77 

23.82 24.78 .96 19.83 23.05 3.22 18.05 20.27 2.22 

26.06 27.68 1.62 23.12 26.73 3.61 20.81 23.48 2.67 

28.31 30.58 2.27 26.42 30.42 4.00 22.59 26.48 3.89 

30.56 33.47 2.91 29.72 34.10 4.38 24.36 29.48 5.12 

32.79 36.37 3.58 33.00 37.79 4.79 26.12 32.49 6.37 

35.04 39.27 4.23 36.30 41.48 5.18 27.90 35.49 7.59 

46.26 53.76 7.50 47.52 54.65 7.13 36.76 50.51 13.75 

57.48 68.25 10.77 58.74 67.83 9.09 44.56 61.93 17.37 

68.23 80.12 11.89 69.96 81.01 11.05 52.37 72.59 20.22 

77.08 91.98 14.90 81.18 94.19 13.01 60.18 83.24 23.06 

85.94 103.85 17.91 92.40 107.36 14.96 67.99 93.90 25.91 

94.79 1 15.71 20.92 103.61 120.54 16.93 75.79 104.56 28.77 

103.66 126.89 23.23 114.84 133.72 18.88 83.60 115.22 31.62 

1 12.51 138.08 25.57 126.05 146.90 20.85 92.45 126.40 33.95 

121.37 1 49.26 27.89 134.91 158.76 23.85 101.31 137.58 36.27 

130.22 160.44 30.22 143.77 170.63 26.86 110.17 148.76 38.59 

1 39.08 171.62 32.54 152.63 182.49 29.86 119.03 159.95 40.92 

147.93 182.81 34.88 161.48 194.36 32.88 127.88 171.13 43.25 

156.80 193.99 37.19 170.34 206.22 35.88 136.74 182.31 45.57 

165.65 205.17 39.52 179.19 218.09 38.90 145.59 193.49 47.90 

174.51 216.35 41.84 188.06 229.95 41.89 154.46 204.68 50.22 

183.36 227.54 44.18 196.91 241.82 44.91 163.31 215.86 52.55 

192.22 238.72 46.50 205.77 253.68 47.91 172.17 227.04 54.87 

201.08 249.90 48.82 214.64 265.55 50.91 181.02 238.22 57.20 

comparison. Same rate of increase will be used on these rates. Some meters in Rates 3, 4 & 5 are demand 
nee in the amount of your bill. Inquire at the office for further information. 
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by Jim Pottorf We were looking for a story at 
Edgar Electric Co-operative 

Association in Paris. As I stood out 

in a farmer’s field on a cold, windy 
and dark November night, I kept 
thinking, “surely there must have 
been some OTHER story!” 

When I got the invitation to go 
on a raccoon hunt with Ed Adams, 
a lineman with the cooperative and 
raccoon hunting aficionado, my first 
reaction was “you can’t fool this 
kid.” Having been a veteran of 
several snipe hunts when I was 
younger, I thought I was in for 
something similar. 

Little did I realize I could have 
offended thousands of hunters who 
actually do go after the furry little 
bandit-faced fellows. Any day I ex¬ 
pect a seething editorial from one of 
the many (I found out there were 
such things) coon hunting magazines. 
I guess I could always plead igno¬ 
rance—it has gotten me through 
before. 

Two days before I ventured to 
Paris, it was probably one of the 

most pleasant days of the year. And, 
as luck would not have it, the night 
I did go was the night after the first 
snow storm of the year. It was cold. 

It was cold enough for John Rob¬ 
inson, member public relations di¬ 
rector for Edgar Electric, to first 
wonder if I was coming, then shake 
his head. It was also cold enough 
for three other Edgar members who 
were going out to remember previous 
engagements. Probably the only per¬ 
son it wasn’t too cold for was Ed— 
he seems to thrive on it. 

We packed up two coon hounds 
in Ed’s combination pickup and 
mobile kennel and drove off into 
the night. 

“It all depends on whether the 
coons are going to go out to feed 
early or late,” Ed said. “You have 
to be right when you pick for the 
best hunting.” 

I was by now feeling a slight 
chill; I was hoping the coons 
wouldn’t come out, see their shadow 
and go back up a tree. Or is that 
groundhogs? 

“I have been doing this since I 
was in my teens,” Ed said. “A lot 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS 



among hundreds of entrants 
throughout Illinois, the students 
will experience a whirlwind holiday 
and at the same time secure a 
wealth of knowledge about our 
government in action. 

And, in May, more than 100 
contest finalists will meet in 
Springfield to participate in the 
annual “Illinois Rural Electric 
Youth Day” activities. 

This will be the third year where 
finalists from several cooperatives 
have been honored for their 
participation with an all-expense- 
paid trip to the state capital. 

If you are interested in winning 
either tour, the thing to do first 
is to contact your own cooperative, 
or perhaps your high school 
principal, and find out if you’re 
eligible to compete. Do it right 
away. Deadlines vary from 
cooperative to cooperative, but not 
much time is left. 

Most cooperatives are determining 
their winners through essay 
contests. Most limit participation 
to high school sophomores and 
juniors. But find out about your 
own cooperative. 

If you win your local contest, 
you’ll travel to Washington in 
air-conditioned buses, stay at a fine 
motel on the bank of the Potomac 
River close to downtown D.C., 
dine at distinctive restaurants, 
meet notable government officials 
and Illinois congressmen. 

It will, in short, be a week 
you’ll never forget. Better get going 
on those essays . . . NOW! 

Some 50 outstanding Illinoisans 
will converge on Washington, 

D.C., June 7-14 for a VIP 
tour, courtesy of 19 Illinois 
electric cooperatives. 

These young adults will join 

nearly 1,000 other high school 
students from 23 states and several 
foreign countries for the annual 
all-expense-paid “Youth to 
Washington” tour. 

Selected as contest winners from 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★A* 

youth 
,. to Washington 
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37th Annual 
Membership 

Meeting 

Corn Belt 

Electric Cooperative, Inc. 

Bloomington Senior High 

School Auditorium 

1202 E. LOCUST STREET 

BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 

Saturday, 
March 8, 1975 

PRIZES-ENTERTAINMENT 
-REFRESHMENTS 

BRING THE WHOLE FAMILY! 

COMMITTEE NOMINATES DIRECTORS 
FOR REELECTION 

On January, the nominating committee met for the 
purpose of nominating candidates for three board positions 
to be filled by election at the annual meeting of the 
cooperative on Saturday, March 8, 1975. 

The following incumbent directors were nominated for 
reelection to three-year terms: 

Harry Miller, Bloomington 
John Tompkins, LeRoy 
Willis Sommer, Gridley 
The nominating committee consisted of the following 

members: John Zelhart, Warrensburg, chairman; Duane 
Johnson, LeRoy, secretary; Clarence Brucker, Colfax; 
James Classen, Delavan; William Dehority, El Paso; David 
Foulke, Maroa; Cecil Hendren, Farmer City; Jeffrey Power, 
Saybrook; Clifton Short, Delavan; Russell Streid, Gridley; 
and Roy Basting, Bloomington. 

LATE PAYMENT PENALTY REDUCED 

Effective January 1, 1975, the late payment penalty 
charge was reduced from 10 percent to five percent on bills 
you received on or after January 1, 1975. 

If payment for electric service is postmarked or received 
on the 15th of the month or before, there is no late 
payment penalty assessed. All payments received on or 
after the 16th day of the month are assessed a five-percent 
penalty charge which is automatically applied to your next 
bimonthly billing. 

Every member-consumer is allowed one “free” late 
payment each year. In other words, you may pay one of 
your six bills received in any fiscal year after it is due and 
payable and no penalty will be charged. 

This is done to “cover” that one time during the year 
when any of us may overlook payment of a bill for any 
number of reasons. 

STUDENTS! WIN 
A TRIP TO WASHINGTON, D.C. 

Sophomores and juniors attending a high school in the 
area served by Corn Belt Electric Cooperative are eligible to 
enter the “Youth to Washington” essay contest. 

The winner will receive a one week’s trip (June 7-14) to 
the nation’s capital with all expenses paid. (Members of 
families of cooperative directors or employees are not 
eligible.) 

An entry blank with complete details of the contest and 

research material will be sent on request. Write Corn Belt 

Electric Cooperative, P. 0. Box 816, Bloomington, Illinois 
61701, giving name, address, age, high school, class year 
and parents’ name. 
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Why Meters Run Too Fast! 

Do you think your electric meter 

is running too fast? Too fast for the 

available cash or too fast for the 

amount of power you’re using? 

There is probably nothing more 

innocent than that poor little meter. 

This is like blaming the cash 

register at the grocery store for your 

high grocery bills or the meter on the 

gasoline pump for poor mileage per 

gallon. 

The electric meter is incredibly 

accurate. If it’s wrong at all, chances 

are it’s too slow. 

So let’s look at some of the 

reasons why it may seem to be too 

fast. 

1. Water-logged pressure tank causing 

pump to run too much. 

2. Underground leak in water pipe. 

3. Faulty wiring, insulation on wiring 

may have deteriorated-such as at 

the point where wires enter the 

barn and are subject to excessive 

moisture condensation—or it may 

be loaded with a job bigger than it 

should be asked to handle. Wire 

heats up and uses electricity. Very 

few farms and homes are free of 

this type of waste. 

4. Faulty radio or TV sets. These 
gadgets can short out and use 

electricity even when turned off. 

5. Water heater damaged by lightning 

or otherwise defective. 

6. Bad bearings on electric motors, 
such as pump and furnace motors. 

7. Dirty radiators on freezers and 

refrigerator compressors. 

8. Built-in refrigerators not properly 

vented. 

9. Portable heater plugged into outlet 

and forgotten. 

10. Heating pad that fell down 

between bed and wall without 

being unplugged and using current 

continuously. 

11. Barn ventilators plugged up with 

dirt. 

12. Water pipes unintentionally turned 

into radiators. This is a really 

ingenious method of wasting 

electricity. It happens in this 

situation: A hose with a shutoff 

valve is connected to a mixer 

faucet at the laundry tubs. Instead 

of turning off the valves at the 

ends of the hot and cold water 

pipes, the valve on the hose is 

turned off. This permits cold water 

to circulate back through the hot 

water pipe to the heater, giving the 

heater a big and costly job to do. 

13. Electric heating tapes wrapped 

around pipes to prevent freezing 

and forgotten when not needed. 

What should you do if you think 

your meter is running too fast? A 

simple test that you can apply is to 

shut off all the main switches. If the 

disc still turns, something is likely to 

be wrong with the meter. But you still 

cannot be certain. Unless you have a 

modern hookup that permits shutting 

off all power at a switchbox right at 

the meter pole, you have to go to the 

house and pull that main switch, then 

to the barn and perhaps one other 

building to pull other main switches. 

The meter will still run if, for example, 

insulation has deteriorated at that 

critical condensation point where 
wires enter the barn. 

To save yourself and your 
cooperative a lot of trouble, it might 

be well to follow this procedure if you 

think your meter is running too fast: 

First, convince yourself that there 

really isn’t anything wrong with the 

meter at all. This is a good way to 

begin because there’s only one chance 

in about one thousand for the meter to 

be fast. 

Check over your inventory of 

electrical equipment to see if there 

isn’t a new use of electricity that 

might help account for the oversize 

bill. 

Then make sure there isn’t 

something running more than it should 

be, such as a pump motor (due to a 

leak or a water-logged pressure tank) 

or a space heater plugged into an 

out-of-the-way place and forgotten. 

Test for possible faulty meter by 

the method shown above. 

Next check anything else that can 

be checked without instruments. If 

you still can’t find anything defective, 

then call a qualified electrician who 
can check your equipment and wiring 

with instruments. 

WARNING:Notice 
to All Buyers of 
Crop Dryers 

Corn Belt Electric Cooperative 
can’t guarantee crop dryers will be 
energized after July 1, 1975 unless 
your plans have been approved by our 
Engineering Department prior to that 
date. 

Consult the cooperative BEFORE 
you purchase a dryer or add to your 
present system. We may not have 
immediate system capabilities to 
handle the drying le','J at your 
location this year. 
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Deer Run Inn 

25 Years 
of Dreaming 

BOTTOM: Six of the Hammann’s 
11 deer graze on the lakeshore. LEFT: 
Tinsel, the family favorite, takes a 
cracker from the youngest Hammann, 
Chris. BELOW: Leonard and Roberta 
pose by the fireplace at Deer Run 
Inn. 



Homemakers are naturally interested in saving money 

and making their work easier and more convenient. There 

are several seemingly small and insignificant things we can 

do to help with the current energy conservation push. 

• Use small appliances such as electric skillets as much as 

possible. They generally use less electricity than your 

range. 

• Use toasters and small broiler ovens for making toast 

rather than using your oven. 

• The average oven will heat in 10 minutes so you do not 

need to preheat. 

• Do not open the oven door unnecessarily. Each time 

you open the door the temperature temporarily drops 

about 25 degrees Fahrenheit. It takes energy to bring it 

back up tu the proper temperature. 

• Try not to operate the oven for only one item. Cook 

other foods for later meals at the same time. 

• Use flat bottomed pans with firm fitting lids to get 

maximum heat from the electric burner. 

• Use your dishwasher only when you have a full load. 
• Let foods cool to room temperature before putting in 

refrigerator. 

With the increased cost of electric energy you might be 

interested in what it costs to use various electrical 

appliances. Listed below are amounts of energy in kilowatt- 
hours each appliance uses. Multiply this by the hours you 

use an appliance and then multiply this by the average cost 
per kwh to get the cost of operation. 

Refrigerator, 1 6 cu. ft. 5 kwh per day 

Freezer, 1 5 cu. ft. 5 kwh per day 

Range 4 kwh per day 

Dishwasher 1 kwh per load 

Garbage disposal .01 kwh per load 

Toaster .05 kwh per slice 

Waffle Maker .25 kwh per waffle 

Coffee maker .25 kwh per pot 

Coffee maker-keep hot .15 kwh per hour 

Frying pan 1 kwh per hour 

Washing machine .33 kwh per load 

Clothes dryer 3 kwh per load 

Iron 1 kwh per hour 

Water Heater 14 kwh per day 

Color TV .3 kwh per hour 

Black and White TV .25 kwh per hour 

Vacuum cleaner 

100 watt light bulb 

Electric blanket, king size 

Portable heater 
Hair dryer 

.65 kwh per hour 

.10 kwh per hour 

1 kwh per night 

1.5 kwh per hour 

.35 kwh per hour 

You can get the average cost per kwh by dividing the 

amount of your bill by the number of kwhs you used. On 

our present rate if you used 2,000 kwhs in two months 
your bill would be $62.45 or about 3 cents per kwh. 

Notice to 
All Buyers of Crop Dryers 

Corn Belt Electric Cooperative cannot guarantee crop 

dryers will be energized after July 1, 1975 unless your plans 

have been approved by our Engineering Department prior 

to that date. 
Consult the cooperative BEFORE you purchase a dryer 

or add to your present system, l/l/e may not have immediate 

system capabilities to handle the drying load at your 

location this year. 

A Willie Conserve-A-Tip 

You can save nickels and 
dimes turning of! lights in 
your home ... but you 
can save dollars conserv¬ 
ing the big three: heating, 
cooling and water heating. 
They account for three- 
fourths of your energy bill. 

O NMCA 

It pays to conserve energy 

CORN BELT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 
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Manager’s 

Comments 

by G. V. Beer 

David R. Hamil, Administrator of 

the Rural Electrification 

Administration, said recently at the 

annual meeting of the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative 

Association that, 

“Credibility is the 

product of 

communication and 

understanding.’’ 

With that 

thought in mind I 

would like to further 

expound on the 

numerous reasons your electric bills 

are considerably higher following the 

rate increase that went into effect 

January 1, 1975. 

Fifty-one percent of Corn Belt’s 

total operating costs in 1974 were 

represented by wholesale power,,costs. 

As you members are aware, we are a 

distribution cooperative, purchasing all 

of our wholesale power from Illinois 

Power Company and Central Illinois 

Light Company. Because of the clean 

air standards imposed on the electric 

utilities by the Environmental 
Protection Agency, generation costs 

have skyrocketed. 

Instead of burning Illinois coal, 
many generation plants are forced to 

use low-sulphur content coal shipped 

in from Wyoming and other western 

states. Still other utilities have had to 

convert to gas and oil resulting in still 
higher operating costs. Now you might 

ask, how does all this effect Corn Belt 

and its members. 

Our wholesale power contract 

contains a fuel adjustment clause. As 

the cost of generating electricity 

increases, the cost is passed on to the 

cooperative. As an example, the 

average cost of fuel converted into 

electric energy by Illinois Power 

Company in December was 52 cents 

per million btu. The agreement calls 

for an adjustment of .011 cents per 

kwh for each increase or decrease of 

one cent in the average cost above or 

below a base cost of 24 cents per 

MARCH 1975 

million btu. Therefore, the fuel cost 
adjustment applicable to December 

was .308 cents per kwh (.011 x 28). 

Added fuel costs in 1974 rose 141 

percent above the base cost of fuel for 

a total additional cost to Corn Belt of 

$299,137. 

As an Illinois not-for-profit 

corporation our operation is geared to 

rates designed to generate enough 

revenue to meet operating costs plus 

providing a small margin which is 

accumulated as a reserve for storm 

damage or reinvested in plant 

improvements. 

Obviously, our rate structure 

through 1974 was not even providing 

operating costs as we incurred a new 

operating loss for the year 1974 in the 

amount of $120,911. 

Corn Belt’s Board of Directors had 

two choices. Either to raise the rates 

and maintain a system standard, or to 

reduce costs in other areas to 

compensate for the higher wholesale 

power costs. Let’s explore the 

alternative to raising the rates. 

If we defer maintenance and 

capital improvements to our system 
we obviously will have a higher 

frequency of service interruptions for 

longer periods of time. If we choose to 

defer the building and upgrading of 

substations or make line improvement 

we can expect low voltage problems in 

many areas. 

So it boils down to increasing the 

rates or member-consumers settling for 

mediocre electric service with an 

ever-increasing amount of problems 
which sooner or later will still have to 

be dealt with-probably at higher 

costs. 
Two other cost areas are material 

and labor. Labor costs at Corn Belt 

increased 10 percent on July 1, 1974 
following labor negotiations and the 

settlement of our I.B.E.W. contract. 

Our line department employees still 

realize a lower hourly rate of pay, 

however, than the same employees of 

the local investor-owned utility. 

Material costs, like everything else, 

have risen sharply. Listed below are 

just a few examples on high volume 

items. 

• Wooden crossarms-cost up 143 

percent in three years. 

• 35- foot pole-cost up 53 percent 

in one year. 

• Number 4 ACSR wire-cost up 100 
percent in 11 months. 

• Pole-top insulators—cost up 48 

percent in 24 months. 

• Machine bolts—cost up 203 

percent in 11 months. 

• Voltage regulators—cost up 13 

percent in one month. 

Corn Belt’s last rate increase 

amounted to approximately 10 

percent. It took place in July of 1972. 

At that time we passed on four 

percent of the five percent Public 

Utility Tax charged by the State of 

Illinois. We also added a fuel 

adjustment charge of 1.37 mills per 

kwh. This charge is adjusted annually. 

Prior to that time it was more than 

10 years since any changes had been 

made in Corn Belt’s rates. We were 

able to compensate for increased costs 

by using greater skills in our jobs, 
utilizing advanced technology in the 

industry and, of course, using more 

automated equipment such as aerial 

basket trucks, hydraulic compression 

tools, etc. 

A 38 percent* rate increase is high. 

However, according to Associated 

Press, the 50 largest electric utilities in 

the nation had an average increase in 

their rates of 55 percent. I’m not using 

these figures to minimize our increase 

but it does point out what is generally 
happening throughout the electric 

utility industry as a whole. 
I am attempting to show you that 

we are simply preserving the financial 

stability of the cooperative by 
increasing our rates. There are no 

stockholders getting rich on dividends. 

The cooperative is owned by those it 

serves with each member having one 
vote regardless of his usage level. We 

have simply raised our rates to offset 

the increases realized in the areas of 

power costs, material and equipment 

costs, labor costs, and to maintain an 

operating reserve fund as 

recommended by REA and the 

dictates of sound business practice. 

You can rest assured that the 

board of directors and the 

management staff of your cooperative 

are doing everything possible to 

provide you with the best electric 

service and at the same time keeping a 

tight control on the efficient use of all 

its resources. 

*Average residential consumer increase 
17 

G.V. Beer 
Manager 



and flashoans 
(continued from page 13) 

“Usually, in foreign-made flint¬ 
locks, the grooves in the rifle aren’t 
cut well . . . the rifling isn’t always 
properly done. They just aren’t as 
good,” Lilly explained. 

Lilly is as knowledgeable about 
the history of the muzzleloaders as 
he is about the ones he makes. Each 
one of the rifles he has made has at 

JESUS CHRIST 
Get your own personalized Jesus 
Christ I.D. Card to carry in wallet 
or purse. Made of plastic in beau¬ 
tiful color. Order this unique card 
honoring our Blessed Lord and 
Savior, it could change your life. 
Your identification embossed into 
plastic. Send name, address, Chris¬ 
tian denomination, birthdate, social 
security number, with $2.00 to: 

I.D. Card, P. O. Box 3446, 
New Orleans, La. 70177 

Jesus 

Clip-On Magnifiers 

Clip MAGNIFIERS on regular glasses. 
SEE CLEARER INSTANTLY. Read 
fine print. Do close work. Neat, metal 
frame. 10 day trial. SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED. Send age, sex. On 
arrival pay postman $5.95 plus C.O.D. 
or send only $5.95 and we pay postage. 
PRECISION OPTICAL CO., Dept.T09-E Rochelle, III. 61068 

Get rid of all ROACHES 

and WATERBUGS with 

SURE KILL 
Or You Pay Nothing 

Roaches eat Sure Kill greedily and 
return to their nests which they 
contaminate, starting a chain re¬ 
action that wipes out all other 
roaches and eggs. 
Sure Kill never wears out, is abso¬ 
lutely odorless and safe to use. 
It contains no D.D.T. A single can 
cleans out six rooms and keeps 
them free of roaches and waterbugs 
for years. Money back guarantee. 
Send just S3.98 for one can, two 
for $6.98 postpaid. 

FOX ENTERPRISES 
Box 211 

MARION, KY. 42064 
Mir, and Distr 

least one story he can tell about the 
original weapon. 

“This is a .38-calibre slug rifle,” 
Lilly said as he held up a 40-pound 
monstrosity outfitted with a tele¬ 
scopic lens. “It was used first during 
the Civil War and today is used as 
a match rifle. 

“A group of Union Army sharp¬ 
shooters called Burden’s Riflemen 

used a similar gun during the Civil 
War to pick off Confederate officers 
from about a half-mile away. 

“As the story goes, one of the 
sharpshooters was trying to hit a 
Confederate general who was sitting 
at a desk. Another officer came out 
of a tent. The Union rifleman fired. 
By the time the slug got to the Con- 

(continued on page 22) 

Over Quarter Century of Building 
for the American Family . . . . 

QUALITY HOMES AT LOWEST PRICES 
9 

ON YOUR FOUNDATION / INCLUDING PLUMBING, WIRING & BIRCH CABINETS 

Every Nordaas Home Includes full-weight conventional construction, NOT 
PRE FAB or PRE-CUT! Your new home completely framed, roof shingled, 
fully enclosed, 70% of the carpenter work is done for you, or we will finish 
carpentry for a little extra. All finishing materials furnished — blanket 
insulation, hardwood cabinets all ready-made, inside doors ready-hung 
with trim installed. Western dry dimension lumber. All materials direct from 
mill and factory to you saves hundreds of dollars! FREE planning service — 
build to your own plans or choose from over 1000 floor plans. 

FREE PLAN SERVICE • FREE DELIVERY 1500 MILES 
One of America's Largest Builders of Homes 

Write lor free floor Plan at No Obligation 

NORDAAS AMERICAN HOMES 

Over 1001 
Floor Plans 

To Choose From 
INAHl 

Dept 41 -F; Minnesota Lake, Minnesota 56068 
PHONE: (507) 462-3331 

Available throughout the entire Midwest 
in America's Great Farming States — 
Save this Ad for Future Discount. 

EASY-TO-GROW KING 

CLIMBING STRAWBERRIES 
Our own Gardener’s Pride™ climbing strawberries will bear three times a year, 
from the very first year — in the Spring, Summer and Fall — right in your own 
back yard, in as little as 60 days from the day you plant them! Then pick up to 
4 pints a year off your own vines. The best and biggest grade. Strong well de¬ 
veloped crowns and climbing roots withstand all climates. 

Pick giant berries off your 
own vines in just 60 days 

Bears 
3 times 
a year. 

FAST-GROWING! Our biggest and best. 

WINTER-HARDY, withstands all climates! 

EASY TO GROW- 

SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED 
on arrival or we will either 
replace or refund your money. 
You may order as many plants 
as you wish. 

mEASY TO TRAIN! 
yields 4 pints 
a year. 

SEND YOUR ORDER TODAY! 
Don't miss out on this amazing offer! Shipment will be 
made at just the right time for planting in your area. 
Planting instructions included. Tell us when to ship. 

VILLA PARK NURSERY SALES 
P.O. Box 332, Dept. 12, Villa Park, Hlinois 60181 
I have enclosed my . . . check money order 

cash for $ . . Please send me the follow¬ 
ing number of Climbing Strawberries, postage paid. 
  12 plants — $2.49 plus 40e postage 
  25 plants—$4.89 plus 50c postage 
  50 plants — $9.49 plus 80e postage 
  100 plants — $17,95 plus 95e postage 
Sorry—No C.O.D. s at these fantastically low prices! 

Name    

Address. 

City  .Zip. 
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A place named the Garden of 
the Gods should have at least 

a little trouble living up to its billing. 
It should, but it doesn’t. In fact, 

having once walked around the rec¬ 
reation area and feasted on this par¬ 
ticular example of nature’s majesty, 
one might well imagine it as a place 
where the Gods would establish a 
latter-day Eden. 

The Garden of the Gods recrea¬ 
tion area is located in the northern 
part of the Shawnee National Forest 
approximately 15 miles southeast of 
Harrisburg in Saline County. Power 
for the area is provided by South¬ 
eastern Electric Cooperative, Inc., 
Eldorado. 

Although the history of the Gar¬ 
den as a recreation area is only a 
little more than 12 years old, its his¬ 
tory as a spectacular and beautiful 
area far predates the advent of man. 
The unique, picturesque rock forma¬ 
tions the area is noted for were 
formed about 200-million years ago 
as the land underwent a geological 
uplifting and went through subse¬ 
quent wind and water erosion. 

Even man, a late arrival, has been 
able to partake of the Garden’s 
beauty for the past few thousand 
years. Garden of the Gods and the 
Shawnee National Forest have also 
been his home for 10-thousand years. 

But man also gradually let the 
area fall in disrepair. The vegetation 
became overgrown, the rich soil was 
washed away and the streams were 
clogged with sediment. 

In 1963 the recreation area was 
revitalized by the Elizabethtown 
District of the Shawnee National 
Forest with help from the Job Corps. 

The stars of the Garden of the 
Gods are the rock formations. But 
you have to have imagination and 
take the time to study them. 

Some of the more picturesque and 
interesting formations are Cathedral 
Rock, Woman’s Cave, Fat Man’s 
Squeeze, Anvil Rock, Mushroom 
Rock and Camel Rock, one of the 
most impressive. 

Without man, the Garden of the 
Gods became a beautiful place. And 
now, with his help, it should remain 
a beautiful place for many years to 
come. 

APRIL, 1975 



The necessity for that recent 

37-percent increase in your electric bill 
was explained in detail to the 400 

persons attending the cooperative’s 
annual meeting held last month in 

Bloomington. 

Vice President Gene Dressier of 

El Paso explained that “skyrocketing” 

inflationary trends in the cost of 

wholesale power, material and labor 

have placed a tremendous burden on 

the financial position of the 

cooperative during the past year, 

making the implementation of the 

recent rate increase mandatory. 

Dressier went on to say the 

cooperative ended 1974 with a deficit 

of nearly $121,000. He said the major 

reason for the deficit was that the 

cooperative’s wholesale power cost 

increased last year by approximately 

$250,000. 

Manager G. V. Beer said the 

revenue from the rate increase will go 
to good use to ensure member-owners 

they will continue to receive a 

dependable supply of power. 

He said the cooperative’s work 

plan for 1975 includes construction of 

23 miles of 69-kilovolt transmission 

lines to serve two new 5,000-kilovolt 

ampere substations in the Saybrook 

and Farmer City area. More than 50 

miles of three-phase distribution 

feeder lines will also be built. 

At the meeting, members reelected 

Harry A. Miller of Bloomington, Willis 

Sommer of Gridley and John 

Tompkins of LeRoy to the board of 

directors. 

Entertainment at the meeting was 

provided by the Funatics, a Sweet 

Adeline quartet. 

CORN BELT ELECTRIC 
| COOPERATIVE Belt Electric 

CORN BELT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 309-662-5330 BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
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LEFT: With the aid of an overhead projector, Jerry Beer, manager, shows the 

effect inflation is having on the equipment and supplies the cooperative has to 

purchase to keep the power on. ABOVE: Entertainment was provided by the 

Funatics. BELOW: Members reelected John Thompkins of LeRoy, left, Willis 

Sommer of Gridley and Harry Miller of Bloomington to the board of directors. 

Stahly Retires 
After more than 35 years of 

distinguished service to Corn Belt 

Electric Cooperative, Inc., Forrest G. 
Stahly retired at the end of March. 

Since 1945, Forrest has been 

office manager at the cooperative. Fie 

helped set up the billing for the first 

200 me m ber-owners of the 

cooperative back in 1939. Jeffery 

Reeves, office manager trainee, will 

replace Forrest as office manager. 

Forrest plans to travel and spend 

some time with his two grandsons in 

his retirement. Fie will also be available 

for consulting work if the cooperatives 

would so desire. 

All of us at Corn Belt Electric 

Cooperative would like to express our 

deepest appreciation to Forrest for his 

many years of dedicated service. 

17 



ILICA 

Albert J. Cross 

dedicated to soil and water conservation 
and improvement of the environment 

Dale Knuppel 

by John Temple 
former editor, Illinois Rural Electric News 

Seventeen years ago a group of land improvement con¬ 
tractors around Trivoli in Peoria County decided 

the time had come to organize. They recognized an or¬ 
ganization could provide services, promote the welfare 
and protect the interests of individual contractors in a 
manner they could not do alone. 

The result was the formation of the Illinois Land 
Improvement Contractors Association, Inc. (ILICA) 
with Ed Williams of Trivoli as its first president. 

Subsequently, the Illinois Land Improvement Con¬ 
tractors Association became the Illinois Chapter of the 
Land Improvement Contractors of America (LICA). 
The LICA has offices in Brookfield, 111., with Paul A. 
Bucha as executive secretary. 

Land improvement contractors are dedicated to 
soil and water conservation and improvement of the 
environment. They construct grass waterways, build 
ponds and engage in other water diversion activities, 
construct terraces, install tile for better drainage and 
work on pasture improvement and land rehabilitation. 
In addition, a number of the contractors are active in 
farming and engage in other construction programs. 

A land improvement contractor must be a good 
businessman and a skilled worker. The occupation re¬ 
quires a large investment in expensive machinery and 
equipment, and the work must meet high standards. 
Contractors work closely with representatives of the U.S. 
Soil Conservation Service, county soil and water con¬ 
servation districts, the Illinois Department of Agricul¬ 
ture, the general farm organizations in Illinois and all 
organizations and agencies established to serve the rural 
people of the state. 

Since its inception the ILICA has received invalu¬ 
able assistance from Prof. Ralph C. Hay and Prof. Car¬ 

roll J. W. Drablos of the University of Illinois, Depart¬ 
ment of Agricultural Engineering. Drablos now serves 
as educational adviser to the ILICA. Since Hay retired 
from university service he has continued to serve as a 
consultant to the state organization. 

Some of the more important activities of the Illi¬ 
nois Chapter, LICA, throughout the years have included: 

1. Members have conducted five soil'and water 
conservation demonstrations in Illinois. The purpose of 
the demonstrations was to show the most up-to-date 
practices in soil and water conservation. 

2. Each year members have participated in several 
conservation workshops in cooperation with the Depart¬ 
ment of Agricultural Engineering, University of Illinois, 
and the U.S. Soil Conservation Service. 

3. An annual meeting is held where members obtain 
information on the latest soil and water conservation 
practices and procedures. 

4. The ILICA has an active and effective state 
legislative program. From 1968 through 1974 the As¬ 
sociation of Illinois Electric Cooperatives (AIEC) 
worked with members of the ILICA to provide this ser- 
vice. During this period the ILICA gained recognition 
as one of the responsible rural organizations in the state. 
According to Dale Knuppel of Mackinaw, ILICA pres¬ 
ident, “Tom Moore, the AIEC board of directors, the 
organization’s staff and membership deserve our deepest 
thanks for what they have done to help us grow and 
develop, not only with a strong legislative program but 
with publicity, organization and management and in 
numerous other areas.” 

5. Frequent conferences with departments and 
agencies of the state have been held on problems affect¬ 
ing land improvement contractors. 

The ILICA has received numerous national honors. 
Two members, Ed Williams and Max H. Norris of Polo, 

(continued on page 22) 
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city. “Another of the election prom¬ 
ises was, that should we feel anything 
was going to be controversial, there 
would be a hearing on it,” Aeilts 
said. “By the attendance at the 
hearing on the airport, we were 
glad we had one. Besides giving the 
people a voice in their government, 
it also gave the council an indica¬ 
tion of the feelings of the com¬ 
munity. A majority felt we should 
look into the possibilities and come 
up with a proposal.” 

The mayor believes that although 

cTVlasyOr 
there are few major problems that 
the city faces, there are many im¬ 
mediate needs the council and may¬ 
or must try to meet. 

“It seems like there is an almost 
constant need for improvements in 
streets and roads, as well as surface 
water drainage,” Aeilts said. “These 
are the kinds of problems we are 
working to solve and hopefully an¬ 
ticipate in the future.” 

What he feels would be the major 
accomplishment of his administra¬ 
tion and of immense benefit to 
Carthage is the placement of new 
money in the city by new industry. 

“Carthage’s economy is presently 
centered almost entirely around 
agriculture and agricultural prod¬ 
ucts,” Aeilts said. “In the past, either 
a low crop yield or a low crop price 
would adversely affect the city’s 
sales and growth. 

“By bringing in an industry—not 
just any industry, but one we feel 
will not pollute our air, water or 
soil—we will be able to stabilize the 

(continued on page 21) 
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Remember the leather-jacketed, 

steely-eyed pilot, swinging lithely into 

the cockpit of the World War I 

biplane, giving his helmet a final tug, 

adjusting his goggles-and the 

heroically barking out, “Contact!”? 

That’s the way they always did it in 

“Dawn Patrol” and “Hell’s Angels.” 

And all the risky glamour of the “wild 

blue yonder” was somehow captured 

in that two-syllable command, 

“Contact!” 

But we’re talking about a different 

“Contact”—the kind which, according 

to Webster, is “the junction of two 

electrical conductors through which a 

current passes.” There is plenty of risk 
in that kind of contact, too, when it’s 

accidental. Risk with no heroic 

purpose at all—and totally without 

glamour. 

Too often, accidental contact is 

Budget Billing Available 
For Electric Heat Users 

Any member with an all-electric 

home may, at his option, utilize the 

cooperative’s budget billing plan. 

The plan does not provide a lower 

rate. It simply allows the member to 

pay a flat monthly charge for an 11 

month period, with the 12th payment 

being the balance due. 

To qualify, the member must have 

a satisfactory credit rating established 

by former patronage or furnish 

acceptable references. The member 

must send meter readings bimonthly. 

Budget billing payments are monthly 

and must be received by the 15th of 

each month. 

Cooperative personnel will explain 
the benefits and obligations of the 

plan and calculate your budget 

payment amount for you. 

In the event the member becomes 

delinquent in the budget payment, he 

shall automatically forfeit his privilege 

and revert to regular billing. 

If you have an all-electric home 

and are interested in the budget billing 

plan, contact the cooperative office. 

We will figure what your monthly 

payments would be and get in contact 

with you so you can get started on the 

budget payment on June 1 or July I, 

depending on which billing cycle you 

are in. 

/ /tave electric heat in my home and would like more information on the^ 

budget billing plan: 

Name 

j Address 
I  

Location No. 

Telephone No. 

made with power lines by a crane 

boom, a grain auger or other 

equipment that has a skyward reach to 

it. When unexpected contact like this 

is made, the equipment becomes the 

second conductor—and the result is 

usually either electrocution or drastic 

burns and permanent crippling. 

State and federal laws rigidly 

forbid the operation of such 

equipment so close to power lines that 

accidental contact is a possibility. The 

Federal Occupational Safety and 

Health Act (OSHA) makes it unlawful 

to operate a crane within ten feet of 

an energized line. And at voltages 

above 50,000, greater clearance is 

required. OSHA further specifies 

that— 

“Before the commencement of 

operations near electrical lines, the 

owners of the lines or their 

authorized representative shall be 

notified and provided with all 

pertinent information. The 
cooperation of the owner shall be 

requested.” The Act also states 

that—“Any overhead wire shall be 

considered to be an energized line 

unless and until the person owning 
such line or the electric utility 

authorities indicate that it is not 

an energized line.” 

As a power supplier, we urge all 

farmers, contractors and equipment 

operators to work with us as closely 

and consistently as possible to prevent 

accidental and often fatal contacts. 

Whenever you know that you are 

working in an area where there is a 

possibility of contact with an 

energized line—or what appears to be 

an energized line—notify us of your 

plans before you go to work. 

Let’s do all we can to confine the 

risky stuff to the do-or-die films and 

paperbacks and television dramas—and 

keep it out of real life! (Employers 
Insurance of Wausau) 
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How to Compare Insulations...Check the "R's" 
Any building material insulates, but some are mainly structural, 

and insulate only slightly. Here’s how to tell the amount of actual 
insulating value can get from various materials and combinations of 
them. 

The purpose of insulation is to 
retard the flow of heat from warm 
areas to colder areas. All materials do 
this, in varying degrees. But many 
thick, heavy materials—concrete, for 
example—retard the flow of heat just a 
trifle, about as much as *a kitchen 
strainer held under a faucet slows 
down running water. 

Real insulations keep a significant 
amount of heat in a structure during 
cold weather and a significant amount 
out during warm weather. The 
accompanying chart shows the 
difference between real insulations and 
structural or decorative materials with 
only incidental insulating value. 

The values given in the chart are 
“R” numbers on a “per inch” 
thickness basis. The “R” system has 
superseded measurement in inches for 
judging insulating effectiveness of any 
material. “R” stands for resistance to 
heats flow. The higher the “R” 
number, the more effective the 
insulation. 

To compare one material with 
another, simply divide one “R” value 
into the other. For example: An “R” 
of 3.70 applies to most mineral wool. 
For sand-and-gravel concrete, the “R” 
is .08. By dividing .08 into 3.70 you 
learn that mineral wool is over 46 
times as efficient an insulator as 
concrete. The thickness of mineral 
wool needed to fill a standard wall 
(3 5/8 inch) insulates as well as a 14-ft. 
thickness of concrete. 

The comparison of mineral wool 
with concrete is an extreme example 
of how misleading thickness alone can 

be. In fact, even different insulations 
vary, as the chart values plainly show. 
Insulation choice should be based not 
only on effectiveness, but on cost, 
suitability to the particular structure 
to be insulated, and ease and cost of 
application as well. 

The values in the chart can be 
added together to get an approximate 
“R” value for the whole building 
section—ceiling, wall or floor. For 

electrically heated and air-conditioned 
homes, the building industry has 
developed the All Weather Comfort 
Standard, calling for these minimums: 
Ceilings—R/19 to R/24, Outside 
walls—R/ll to R/13, Floors over 
unheated spaces—R/13. 

All “R” values are determined 
with dry insulating material as 
delivered from the factory. Insulation 
that is wet or compressed during 
installation loses much of its insulating 
effectiveness. 

The values are intended to produce 
a high level of comfort, low initial cost 
of both heating and cooling 
equipment, and low operating costs. 
These are exactly the conditions 
everybody wants. The chart of “R” 
values is a useful tool in achieving 
them. Keep it, and the next time you 
buy insulation, or contract for its 
installation, check against the chart to 
be sure you get the insulating 
performance you need. Don’t be 
misled into thinking that a lot of bulk 
or “inches” is necessarily the best buy. 
It’s heat resistance, or “R’s,” that 
counts. 

Insulating Values of Various Materials 

Material “R” 

INSULATIONS 

Expanded urethane, foamed-in-place, 

per inch thickness 

sprayed or preformed 8.33 - 5.88 
Polystyrene foam, extruded 4.50 - 3.85 
Glass fiberboard 4.34 - 4.00 
Polystyrene molded from beads 
Wood fiber with paper backing and 

4.17 - 3.45 

facing (dry) 4.00 
Mineral wool blanket (rock, slag or glass 4.00 - 2.50 
Corkboard 3.70 
Cork (dry) 3.57 
Macerated pulp or paper 3.57 
Wood fiber (redwood, hemlock, fir) 3.33 
Wood fiberboard, laminated sheathing 2.63 - 2.00 
Foam glass 2.50 
Sawdust or shavings (dry) 2.22 
Vermiculite, expanded 

CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS WITH 
INCIDENTAL INSULATING VALUE 

2.08 

Plywoods and softwoods 1.25 
Hardwoods 0.91 
Air space, vertical, tight construction* 0.90 
Gypsum board 0.90 
Pressed wood fiber hardboard 0.72 
Concrete 0.59 - 0.08 
Concrete block 0.40 - 0.10 
Asbestos-cement board 0.25 
Plaster, stucco, brick 0.20 - 0.11 
Glass 0.17 
Steel and aluminum 

NOTES: 

0.003- .00007 

1. “R” (Resistance) indicates the amount of heat a 
material will prevent from passing through it in a given 
time. When evaluating insulating capability of a particular 

material bear in mind, the larger the “R” value, the more 
heat the material will hold back, hence the better the 

insulation. 
2. All “R” values are for 1 -in. thickness of material except 
for vertical air space (see footnote). To find “R” of a 

building material, multiply above “R” value by actual 
thickness of material. 
* “R” value for vertical air space is for any air space 3/4 
to 4 inches thick. The total value for an air space is not 

proportional to its thickness. 

(Reprinted from Electricity On the Farm—October, 1965. 
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50 BRAND NEW 

TOWELS m 
Biggest Towel Bargain In U.S. 
I'NWOVKN' COTTON AND RAYON—Assorted beautiful Pastel 
Colors. BRAND NKW—NOT Seconds—50 Towels for $1.25, r.i 
100 for only $2.25! Super Quality. Pis. include 25c extra for 

psttr. & hdlp. with KACH set of 50 Towels you buy. Make pood 
money sellinp these Towels. We’ve sold 70.000.000 already and 
include sure-fire MONEY-MAKING Plans with your order. 
Money-Back Guarantee. No C.O.D.’s. Order NOW! 

50 TOWEL CO. Dept TO-272, Box 662, St. Louis, Mo. 63101 

Where Rheumatism Pain Strikes 
Rheumatic and Arthritic 
Pain can strike the joints 
in any of the indicated 
areas, (see arrows on chart) 

Puts Painlb 

SUES 
Now for the first time, overnight 
blessed temporary relief from the 
pain of arthritis, bursitis, rheuma¬ 
tism, soreness, stiffness. Just rub 

Icy-Hot’s creamy balm over the affected joints or mus¬ 
cles, and you can actually feel the pain start lessening. 
Begin to sleep peacefully again. If you don’t have relief 
in 24 hours we’ll refund your money. Not available in 
stores. Send $3.00 for 3Vi oz. jar or $5.00 for 7 oz. jar. 

  SEND ME ICY-HOT QUICK!  

J. W. Gibson Co., Dept. IRES 
2000 N. Illinois St., Indianapolis, Ind. 46202 
Please rush ICY-HOT to me. I must be completely satisfied with 
the results or I will send you a note for a full refund. (I won’t 
bother returning the unused portion.) 
□ I enclose $3.00 for the 3 Vi oz. jar. □ Cash □ Check 
□ I enclose $5.00 for the 7 oz. jar. □ Money Order 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY STATE ZIP 
© J. W. GIBSON CO., 1974 

LIFETIME 

TANK COATINGS i 
Stop all leaks in steel and con¬ 
crete — Prevent rust forever. 

l 
Roof coatings for tar paper, com¬ 
position and cedar shingles, and 

I 
metal buildings. Anyone can ap¬ 
ply all coatings. 

Fix it once and forget it. This is 

f 

our 25th year. Let us send you 
complete information. 1 

VIROEN PERMA-BILT CO. 

Box 7160 IN Ph 806-352-2761 

Amarillo, Toxas 79109 

tW-W-WW’WW’W'W’T-W-l 

World's Fastest, 
Easiest Fencing! 

tep-POSTS 
66" PLASTIC LINE POSTS 

New 72" Line Posts, Heavier & Larger 
• Strong, Durable, Attractive 
• Non-Conductive, Non-Corrosive 
• Drive-In Easily with Tepco Driver 
• No Digging, Setting, Filling 

Build your fences the easy way with 
TEPCO Line Posts—just like hundreds 
of ranchers and farmers throughout the 
nation are doing. Tep-Posts are strong, 
light weight and durable. Easy to carry 
in quantity. Weighted steel driver is 
necessary to drive in the Tepco posts. 
Wire clip fasteners and postdriver 
furnished at nominal costs. 

Get literature on line fence posts 
and 48” electric posts 

See your dealer or contact us 
Write or Call 405 424-2222 

(TEPCO, INC.) 
THOMAS EXTRUDED PLASTICS CO., INC. 
P.0. Box 145, Oklahoma City, Okla. 73101 



Waterloo; Southern, Dongola; 
Southwestern, Greenville; Wayne- 
White, Fairfield; and Western, 
Carthage. 

A full day of touring was in store 
for the group. They first visited 
the State Capitol building and 
both the House and Senate 
chambers. The delegation was 
recognized on the floor of the Senate 
and given a round of applause 
by their legislators. 

A reciprocal round of applause 
was given by the students to 
Secretary of State Michael J. 
Hewlett, who addressed the group 
during the noon meal at the 
Forum XXX. 

Hewlett congratulated the 
contestants on their well-written 
and thoughtful essays and said he 
hoped they would consider 
“parlaying your talents by competing 
in our statewide Bicentennial Essay 
Contest.” He said that his office 
is accepting entries in the contest 
on the theme “What is the 
Spirit of 76?” 

If the morning tours belonged to 
legislators, the afternoon was 
strictly devoted to Lincoln. The 
students toured Lincoln’s Home, 
the Old State Capitol Building 
and Lincoln’s Tomb. 

In the later afternoon, the 
tour ended for students from 
nine cooperatives. But for 
students representing Adams, 
Illinois Rural and Western the 
best part of the tour was 
only beginning. 

Legislators from the 47th, 
48th and 49th Districts, the districts 
covering the three cooperative’s 
service areas, dined with the 
students at the Forum XXX 
in the evening. 

And finally, it was over. Fifty 
of the finalists have been selected 
or will be selected to journey 
to Washington, D. C. on June 
7-14. The rest went home— 
but not as losers. 
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Tt is the nature of essay contests, 
beauty contests or almost any 

other type of contest that there 
must be winners and there must 
be losers. 

Or is it? 
Three years ago, cooperative 

officials sponsoring the “Youth to 
Washington” essay contest in 
Illinois decided that yes, there 
had to be winners, but no, everyone 
else did not have to be a loser. 

That decision fostered the 
beginning of the now annual 
“Youth to Springfield” tour. After 
only a year of the tour for all 
essay finalists, the day the contestants 
visited Springfield was also pro¬ 
claimed as “Illinois Rural Electric 
Youth Day” by Governor Dan 
Walker. 

It was “Illinois Rural Electric 
Youth Day” again recently when 
more than 150 “winners” and 
chaperones representing 12 of 
Illinois’ 29 electric cooperatives 
visited Springfield. There they saw 
their government in action, met with 
Congressmen and walked where 
Lincoln walked in the streets 
of his city. 

Governor Walker in his state¬ 
ment this year said, “These young 
adults are to be commended for 
their interest in rural electrification 
and the role their cooperatives 
play in meeting the challenges of 
the energy crisis. 

“This effort to interest youths 
in an important problem that 
all of us face and provide them 
with an in depth insight into how 
their government works is highly 
commendable and should contribute 
immeasurably to the development 
of loyal, responsible citizens,” 
he added. 

Sponsoring the capital tour were 
Adams, Camp Point; Clinton, 
Breese; Coles-Moultrie, Mattoon; 
Eastern, Paxton; Egyptian, Steele- 
ville; Illinois Rural, Winchester; 
Menard, Petersburg; Monroe, 
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Galyn Schmidgall 
Wins - 

Washington, D.C. Trip 
Galyn Schmidgall of Danvers has been named the 

winner of Corn Belt’s annual “Youth to Washington” essay 
contest. 

Galyn will journey to Springfield on June 7, where she 
will join 50 other high school students from 18 other 
Illinois electric cooperatives and board buses for a week 
long all-expense paid trip to Washington, D.C. 

During their week in Washington, the Illinois winners 
will join nearly 1,100 students from some 30 states who 
will be participating in “Rural Electric Youth Week” 
activities sponsored by the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association. 

Planned program activities include touring the 
battlefield at Gettysburg, the U. S. Capitol Building, the 
Library of Congress, Arlington National Cemetery, the 
Smithsonian Institute and other national shrines. The group 
will also be special guests at the White House and meet with 
several Illinois Congressmen and Senators. 

Galyn was selected at a recent dinner for essay finalists. 
Students wrote essays on: “The Electric 
Cooperative—Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow.” 

Corn Belt Electric Cooperative cannot 
guarantee crop dryers will be energized after July 
1, 1975 unless your plans have been approved by 
our Engineering Department prior to that date. 

Consult the cooperative BEFORE you 
purchase a dryer or add to your present system. We 
may not have immediate system capabilities to 
handle the drying load at your location this year. 

Finalists in this year's contest were, from left: Christine Miller 
Arrowsmith; Martin Kohn of Normal; Laura Oltmanns of Hartsb\ 
Galyn. 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS 

Notice to AH 
Crop Dryer Buyers! 

Galyn Schmidgall of Danvers was named the winner of Corn 
Belt's annual "Youth to Washington” essay contest. From 
LEFT: Mr. and Mrs. Carl Schmidgall; Galyn and Mr. and 
Mrs. Richard McMullen, Galyn's essay sponsors. 



The EIECTRIC CoopERAiivE- 

VEsiERdAy, TodAy, ANd TOIMORROW 

by Galyn Schmidgall 

Have you ever counted how many 
electric switches flick on in a day? Forty 
years ago when electricity first came into 
existence for rural Americans I imagine they 
remembered every time they put electricity 
to work. Yes, electricity brought quite a 
change in their life-style. The electric light 

bulb was not the only change. There was 
now the convenience of irons, furnaces, 
water pumps and washing machines to name 
a few. 

This did not all come about with a snap 
of one’s fingers. Farmers had almost given 
up hope of electricity. Private power 
companies had provided service in the cities 
for many years but when asked to extend 
their services to rural areas they protested 
that it was not economical and that rural 
residents did not want or need electricity. 

The Rural Electrification 
Administration proved them wrong in 1935 
when President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
passed the Rural Electrification Act which 
formed a loan agency to help finance the 
distribution of electricity in rural areas. 

7/ Ken Sauder of Tremont; Mary Goller of 

'uebler of Secor; Carol Poppen of Normal and 

Commercial electric companies could have 
taken advantage of this system but when 
they failed to so, nonprofit cooperative 
organizations took on the job. 

The farmer still had problems, for in 
order to obtain electricity everyone had to 
sign up at $5.00 per customer—a 
considerable amount at that time. If one 
person refused, the whole section would go 
without electricity. Then there was the 
problem of those who wanted electricity 
but were too far from the line. One man 
went so far as to move his house across 

fields to receive electricity. Progress was 
slow but the efforts well worthwhile, for the 

proportion of electrified farms rose from 11 
percent to 98 percent. 

In 1944 the Pace Act indefinitely 
extended REA as a lending agency with a 

fixed rate of interest on a fixed repayment 
schedule. Since 1950 anyone receiving a 
loan is required to serve everyone in the area 
no matter how sparsely settled. 

Now that we know how rural Americans 
received electricity let us find out how they 
put it to work. Men and women began to 
use electricity to help with the chores. “It 
could milk cows, pump water, warm pigs, 
sharpen tools and drill holes. Electricity was 
a hired hand that paid for its own keep.” 
But, the farm was not the only place in rural 
America that electricity brought such a 
change. School attendance and grades 

improved, new businesses emerged and new 
plants opened. 

The coming of electricity offered rural 
people in one significant respect, equality of 
opportunity with city people. Although 
almost everyone in America today can get 
electricity at reasonable rates the job of 
rural electrification is not completed. The 
number of farms may be decreasing, but 
new families, new schools and new 
recreation facilities continue moving in. 

Recent legal changes have added to the 
continuing prosperty of REA. In 1969 the 
National Rural Utilities Cooperative Finance 

Corporation was established to provide 
supplemental sources. In 1973 another bill, 
an amendment of the 1936 Act provided for 

insured and guaranteed loans. 

During a turbulent storm I experienced 
a power outage which caused me to realize 
the true importance of electricity. There 
was absolutely nothing to do! The television 

and radio was silent as tombstones, supper 
was only half cooked and did you know 
that it’s next to impossible to read a book 
or play games by candlelight! I finally 

resolved that I might as well go to bed. 
While stumbling around by the light of a 
candle searching for my cozy sleeping bag, 
the lights came on giving me a hint how my 
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ancestors must have felt when their lights 

first came on. 
, Some of you may be thinking, “She 
doesn’t know what she’s talking about. If 
the Corn Belt Electric system is so great 
why are our electric bills rising?” But, did 

you ever stop to think how much gas and oil 
prices have risen in comparison. Yes, electric 

power continues to be the cheapest source 

of energy available in most cases. 
Rural electric problems are in no way 

decreasing, they’re just of a different origin. 
Today the electric consumer is not only 

demanding that service be adequate and 
reliable but also that the environment be 
protected. 

Well, that is what happened yesterday 

and going on today but what about 
tomorrow? It is thought that the demand 
for electric power will double in this decade 

and once again before 1990. The reason for 
the prediction is that in the future we are 
likely to have an electrified world in which 
everything from transportation to heating 
will be completely run by electricity. 

This presents the problem of producing 
enough electricity without polluting the 
environment. Coal is plentiful enough but it 
contaminates the air when burned. That 
doesn’t eliminate coal, for scientists are 
experimenting with some success on other 
ways to use coal in producing electricity. 
The outlook for oil is not as good for even if 

scientists succeed in removing the pollutants 
it’s not likely there will be enough oil. How 
about natural gas, a pollutant free fuel? It 
sounds good but there is not enough unless 
we find a way to extract the gas retained in 
the pores of rocks. Atomic energy may be 
the answer for it not only produces 

pollutant free energy but can also through 
the use of breeder reactors create a new 
supply of fuel at the same time. 

Electricity is sure to influence housing 
which is due for a change. "In an age when 

rocket shells are automatically ’spun’ from 
Fiberglas threads, man still builds houses by 
erecting four walls and putting a roof over 

them driving something like 70,000 nails by 

hand into 30,000 different places.” Some 

alternatives are spinning a house like a 
spider, inflatable shelters and prefabrication. 

Well now that we know where we stand 

what do you think? The future looks rough 
maybe even worse than the future looked to 

the frontiermen who first pursued 

electricity. Don’t give up though! If our 
ancestors could conquer their problems 
through cooperation with one another I am 

confident we too with our greater 
knowledge can overcome our problems with 
the help and cooperation of the electric 

cooperatives. 
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Legislative 
Rally: 

inroads 
into 

congress 
JHeedback. 

It’s what legislators need in or¬ 

der to understand fully the positions 

of their constituents. Without it, 

they have little opportunity to judge 

the “back-home” feeling on bills, 

and often vote accordingly. 

But with close interaction, a great 

deal of legislation that directly af¬ 

fects their constituents is passed for 

the greater good or rejected as ad- • 

versely affecting well-being and 
growth. 

Feedback is what more than fc40 

Illinois electric cooperative officials 

and more than 700 national dele¬ 

gates brought to their respective sen¬ 

ators and representatives during a 

three-day legislative rally held re¬ 

cently in Washington, D. C. 

Never has the feedback been more 

important. During visits to their 

legislators cooperative officials dis¬ 

cussed issues vital both to the co¬ 

operatives themselves and in turn 

to their members. Three important 

topics were coal usage restrictions, 

nuclear construction and financing. 

As more and more consumer- 

members are asking “why is my elec¬ 

tric bill rising?”, so are cooperative 

officials asking what can be done to 

stop the rising costs of power. 

Why, for instance, cannot Illinois 

coal be used to fire the much needed 
generation plants and thus apply a 
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Representative Paul Findley of Pittsfield talks to legislative rally participants from 
Illinois on the steps of the Capitol. 

partial braking to the rising cost 

of power? Why does it seem environ¬ 

mental fringe groups are able to ad¬ 

vance legislation that acts as a detri¬ 

ment to the energy business even at 

a time when forecasts predict an up¬ 

surge both in price and in electric 

needs? 

Why are nuclear “terror-tactics” 

being applied even in the face of 

studies and practical applications 

to the contrary? And why, at a 

time when the greatest demands ever 

on cooperatives are being made, is 

there the least security in the fi¬ 

nancial market for the cooperatives? 

Coal surely must become the na¬ 

tion’s basic tool for achieving self- 

reliance over the next few years. It 

will be at least that long before rea¬ 

sonable alternatives—nuclear pow¬ 

er, energy conservation and perhaps 

some of the more exotic fuel proj¬ 

ects—can make a significant im¬ 

pact. 

Illinois is fortunate in that it has 

a great supply of coal which could 

be used for generation. Because of 

its high sulfur content, it may nev¬ 

er be used under existing laws. 

The conflict between the values 

of energy and the environment has 

been too long portrayed as an 

either/or situation by environ¬ 

mentalists. Cooperative officials be¬ 

lieve and have told their legislators 

that reasonable approaches exist to 

ensure both clean air and adequate 

energy supplies. 

One reasonable approach which 

cooperative leaders support is H.R. 

1447, which would amend the 

Clean Air Act to eliminate ambigu¬ 

ous interpretations of certain clauses 

of the act, would allow the use of 

alternatives to uniform emission con¬ 

trols as a means of achieving air 

quality standards in state imple¬ 

mentation plans and would permit 

an owner to petition for and obtain 

a less stringent emission limitation 

if he can demonstrate that air qual¬ 

ity standards would not be exceeded 

and the cost of complying with a 

more stringent limitation would not 

be justified. In the latter case, an 

example would be the difference 

between requirements for a city such 

as Chicago and requirements for a 

non-metropolitan area where the 

generation plant was one of the few 

industries and would not produce 

exceedingly high air quality emis¬ 

sions. 

Cooperative officials also asked 

for consideration of legislation con¬ 

cerning nuclear power. Of particular 

concern is an over reaction to 

charges by a small group of scien¬ 

tists that nuclear power is both un¬ 

safe and unsavory. 
(continued on page 17) 
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Cut off the electricity 
and your life can 
be drastically 
affected for 
several hours. 

Cut off your earning power and your life 
can be drastically affected for years. 
Like electricity, good health is something 
we often take for granted. But just as light¬ 
ning can suddenly cut off the electrical 
power, disability can just as quickly cut 
off your earnings. At a time when medical 
bills are added to the cost of everyday 
living, the loss of your income can be 
especially serious. 

Your Disability Income Protection Plan can 
help see to it that you will have money to 
live on when you are unable to work be¬ 
cause of a covered illness or injury 
These are tax free benefits to help replace 
your paycheck. You use it on your family 
needs as you see fit. 

For more information regarding this Dis¬ 
ability Income Protection Plan, just mail 
in the coupon below. Or contact your local 
Mutual of Omaha representative. 

L. Earl Cutler 
7600 West Main Street • P.O. Box 965 
Belleville, Illinois 62223 
Phone: (618) 398-1950 

S. B. Stottrup 
111 East Decatur • Decatur, Illinois 62525 
Phone: (217) 429-5495 

A. H. Harris 
1119 South Sixth Street 
Springfield, Illinois 62705 
Phone: (217) 528-3434 

W. C. Hayes 
407 Rockford Trust Building • P.O. Box 419 
Rockford, Illinois 61105 

Jack B. Williams 
Jack Williams Division Office 
285 South Plazaway 
Cape Girardeau, Missouri 63701 
Phone: (314) 334-2841 

R. L. Thomas 
309-10 Bondi Building 
Galesburg, Illinois 61401 

UNDERWRITTEN BV 

Mutual 
^Omaha 

People you can count on 

Life Insurance Affiliate: United of Omaha 

MUTUAL OF OMAHA INSURANCE COMPANY 

HOME OFFICE OMAHA. NEBRASKA 

Disability Income Protection Plan 
Mutual of Omaha • Dodge at 33rd Street 
Omaha, Nebraska 68131 

Dept. 2R 

I would appreciate having a licensed representative explain a program of Disability 
Income Protection to me. 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY  .STATE- -ZIP- 

FILL OUT AND MAIL TODAY. NO OBLIGATION! 
_ J 



Comparing Electric Bills Ways to Use 

by Vince Ijams, Assistant Power Use Advisor Electricity Wisely 
When neighbors get together they 

often talk about the cost of different 

service products and commodities and 

their electric bill is one of them. 

They will compare recent bills and 

if there is a big difference between 

their own and someone else’s, they 

wonder why. The first thing they 

think of is their meter is not working 

properly. This is very seldom the case 

and I’m going to try to explain some 

of the reasons for the difference. 

There are two families of four 

people each. Each family has a teenage 

son and daughter. They both have 

large two story farmhouses. The first 

house (A) is very old and the second 

house (B) is old, but in very good 

condition. 

House “A” had a $30 larger 
electric bill than house “B” for the 

two-month billing. 

Both families have a range, clothes 

dryer, water heater and oil furnace. 

The range and clothes dryer will use 

about the same amount of electricity 

for both families but the water heater 

and furnace can make a big difference. 

House “A” may have an old water 

heater that has limed up around the 

bottom element. This will cause the 

element to operate most of the time. 

Also it may have longer runs of water 

pipe to the various hot water faucets 

with one of them leaking hot water. 

Also, a portable heater may be used 

part of the time. 

House “A” may have less 

insulation and no storm doors on 

windows. This alone would account 

for a big difference in the kilowatts 

used. 

If both have stock tank heaters, 

house “A” may have a tank heater 

that the thermostat is stuck on from 

corrosion, which would make it run 

more than it should. 

House “A” may have to use a heat 

tape or heat lamp to keep a certain 

pipe from freezing. 
The above illustrations account for 

just a few of the reasons for the 

difference in kilowatts used. 

No two families have the exact 

same living habits when using 

electricity. One family may be very 

conservative compared with the other. 

Electricity is one of the cheapest 

sources of energy we have today but it 

still should not be used carelessly. 

ELECTRIC 

REFRIGERATOR-FREEZER 

Refrigerator-freezers come in a 
variety of styles and sizes, each with 

its own special features. They need 

little care to operate efficiently when 

manufacturer’s directions are 

followed. 

Do defrost (if your model isn’t 

frost-free) at least twice a month. 

Clean the condenser (located 

either at the bottom or rear of 

refrigerator) at least twice a year, using 

the nozzle attachment of your vacuum 

cleaner. (Be sure to unplug refrigerator 

before cleaning condenser.) Dust on 

the condenser acts as insulation, 

making it less efficient. 

If you have a separate freezer, 
defrost it accordingly to the 

manufacturer’s directions. Frost 

accumulation reduces operating 

efficiency. 

MORE TIPS ON 

AIR CONDITIONING 

Keep return air grill clear. Blocking 

this grill interferes with air flow, and 

your system can’t operate properly. 

(This tip applies to heat pumps year 

round.) 

Partially close draperies on sunny 
side of house. 

Use a ventilating fan in the attic to 

lower the cooling requirements of 

your air conditioning system. 

YOU CAN HELP US 

If you Buy New Appliances, Such as: 
Air Conditioners 

Washers 
Dryers, etc. 

LET US KNOW 

Your Existing Transformer Could Burn Up, Resulting in Power Failure 
to You And an Expense To All! 
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Annual 4-H Electricity School 

Rod Sabick, a former 4-H electricity 

student from McLean County, shows 

some of the projects he showed at the 

4-H fairs. Rod is a junior studying 

electronic techniques at Bradley 

University. 

Above: Sue Lambert, a former 4-H 
member, shows some of her projects. 
Sue is from Livingston County. Below: 
Tim Wiggins of the Electric 
Engineering Department of Illinois 
Power Company talked to the group 
on electric motors. 

by 
Joe Crosno 

Power Use Advisor 

A joint school for 4-H electricity 

for McLean and Livingston counties 

was held on Saturday, April 29. 

The meeting was planned and 

conducted by Donna Nikkel, associate 

extension advisor, Home Economics of 

McLean County; Ruth Henson, 

extension advisor. Home Economics of 

Livingston County; Jerry Hicks, 

assistant extension advisor, Livingston 

County; together with John Hoyland 

of the Illinois Power Company and 

myself, Joe Crosno, of the Corn Belt 

Electric Cooperative. 

Approximately 75 boys and girls 

attended from McLean and Livingston 

County. 

The following topics were covered 

in a classroom type presentation: 

Electric Heat for Farm Applications — 

Tom Moore, Illinois Power Company; 

Lighting Applications -- Ron Ruby, 

Illinois Power Co.; Overland 

Protection — Vince Saporita, Bussman 

Co.; and Electric Motor Theory — Tim 

Wiggins, I llinois Power Co. 

In addition, Rod Sabick of 

McLean County and Sue Lambert of 

Livingston County, both former 4-H 
members, gave talks on their projects 

while active in 4-H. 

A film “What time does the power 
come on today” was also shown. A 

fried chicken lunch was served at noon 

break. The school was held at the 

meeting room at the Highland Park 

Municipal Golf Course. 

Ron Ruby, Residential Energy Use 
Advisor, showed the many sources of 
electric light and their applications. 

Above: Vince Saporita of the Bussman 
Fuse Co. gave a presentation on 
overload protection for electrical 
circuits. Below: Tom Moore, 
Commercial Energy Use Advisor of 
Illinois Power Co., showed slides and 
explained using electric heat for grain 
drying and other large uses. 



learning about electric cooperatives 

Forep Trainees 
Visit Monroe County 
Rural electrification has been, and 

still is, one of the greatest 
single factors for the raising of liv¬ 
ing standards in rural areas. It is for 
this reason other countries, still in 
the infancy of rural electrification 
compared to the U.S., send person¬ 
nel here for a two-month study tour 
and seminar on the development of 
distribution systems. 

This international training pro¬ 
gram is sponsored by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, Agency 
for International Development, 
NRECA, universities, colleges and 
other organizations. 

Monroe County Electric Co-op¬ 
erative, Waterloo, recently hosted 
four foreign visitors as they examined 
the workings of a typical rural elec¬ 
tric cooperative in the midwest. 

Manager LeRoy Hard gave them 
free run of the cooperative, and, as 
he put it, “threw open the doors” 
allowing his guests to ask any and 
all questions while observing the day- 
to-day operations of the cooperative. 

The visitors were Mejardo Pulan- 
co Arcelo, chief of the training di¬ 
vision of the National Electrification 
Administration (NEA) in the Phil¬ 
ippines; Antonieto Figueras Tacazon, 
head of the management audit sec¬ 
tion of NEA in the Philippines; 
Karjundi Wirapradja, chief of the 
Technical Department at the State 
Enterprise for Electricity in Ban¬ 
dung, Indonesia; and Abdul Wahid, 
executive construction engineer for 
the State Electrification Administra¬ 
tion in Karachi, Pakistan. 

The guests began their three-day 
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visit with a briefing. Manager Hard 
outlined the services offered, dis¬ 
cussed the office procedures and in 
general gave a quick verbal picture 
of the cooperative. 

The visitors separated into groups 
with Arcelo and Tacazon spending 
the rest of their first day in the 
office examining bookkeeping and 
billing procedures and talking with 
personnel in the engineering depart¬ 
ment and the warehouse. 

Meanwhile, Wirapradja and Wa¬ 
hid journeyed southwest of Waterloo 
where they observed line construc¬ 
tion. A cooperative crew was hang¬ 
ing transformers to provide power 
for construction of a pumping sta¬ 
tion on the levee near the Mis¬ 
sissippi River. 

The following day, the two groups 
traded places, thus giving each a 
long look at the total operation of 
the cooperative. For a bit of relaxa¬ 
tion, Manager Hard and Monroe 
President Robert Ripplemeyer gave 
the visitors a taste of American hos¬ 
pitality and took them to St. Louis 
for dinner and a baseball game. 

On their last day the trainees 
toured the cooperative area with 
members of the Monroe staff. They 
visited farms, a quarry and several 
businesses, to give them a closer look 
at how electric power is utilized in 
the rural area. 

Leaving late in the afternoon, the 
four boarded a plane for Little Rock, 
Arkansas, the next stop on the two- 
month training tour. 

Prior to coming to Monroe, they 
had gone through several training 
seminars, lecturers and presentations 

TOP: The trainees gave a cooperative 
line crew a hand with a sticky conduit 
coupling. ABOVE: Manager LeRoy Hard 
discusses the day with visitors, prior 
to an outing in St. Louis. RIGHT: The 
group watches a line crew finish wiring 
the transformer installation. 

by the U.S. Department of Agricul¬ 
ture, Rural Electrification Adminis¬ 
tration and the National Rural Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative Association. They 
also had toured cooperatives in 
North Carolina, South Carolina and 
Florida. 

In Little Rock, the trainees will 
examine the operations of a state¬ 
wide association and the services it 
provides to member cooperatives. 
They will then spend several days at 
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much as he can about artifacts and archaeology in gen¬ 
eral, has made him both an avid reader and a person 
many professional archaeologists have come to respect 
almost as an equal. 

“When I became interested in artifacts, I started 
reading everything I could get my hands on,” Downs 
said. “I guess I have read more than 800 books and I 
don’t know how many periodicals. 

“If you want to get into this you need to read 
everything from the Sears catalog to the Bible,” Downs 
added. “It takes a lot of time and you have to grab 
every spare moment to read.” 

Downs has even read books on archaeology written 
in Russian, although he admits “I had to look at the 
pictures to try to match them with the words. 

“People all over the world are ahead of the Ameri¬ 
cans in studying their pasts,” Downs said. “We are 
only beginning to learn how to look and study.” 

Downs has become knowledgeable about the differ¬ 
ent cultures in Illinois and can identify most of the 
periods of Indian history through artifacts. At least 25 
and perhaps as many as 50 separate cultures inhabited 
Illinois. The oldest culture started anywhere from 20,000 
to 60,000 years before the white man first landed on 
American shores. 

“There may have been hundreds of cultures, too, 
(Continued on page 16) 

LEFT: A major part of looking for Indian artifacts is walking 
the fields. Downs puts more mileage on his boots in front 
of his farm. BELOW: Downs examines a promising artifact 
for his collection. 



Sectionalizing Improvements of Com Belts System 
by Cliff Williams, System Engineer 

The word “sectionalizing” in this case means to break 
up an entire distribution system into individual sections and 
to install sectionalizing devices at designated locations to 
facilitate removal of any section of line from the rest of the 
system in the event of trouble on the line. 

A sectionalizing study has been completed on Corn 
Belt’s system and nearly all of the sectionalizing equipment 
recommended has been installed. The installation of this 
equipment will permit only the sectionalizing device to 
operate and remove from the rest of the system, the section 
of line which is short-circuited. All of this equipment must 
be co-ordinated so that only the sectionalizing device 
nearest the line short-circuited will operate resulting in a 
minimum number of members being out of service. 

The job this sectionalizing equipment will do for our 
system can be compared to the purpose of the fuse box in 
your home. When a circuit has a short on it larger than the 
capacity of the fuse, the fuse blows and cuts off the shorted 
circuit before your main fuses blow, thus isolating the 
trouble. 

We have always had sectionalizing equipment on our 
system but the results of this recent study indicated that 
many changes and additions would have to be made to 
update the system. These changes are necessary due to 
construction of new substations, the installation of larger 
transformers in substations, building new lines with larger 
wire, or whenever the power supply feeding our substation 
is increased. The existing locations of sectionalizing devices 
were retained whenever practical, however, many have been 
relocated and a large number have been added to the 
system. 

This is where you may become involved as a member 
experiencing an outage of the line you are being served 
from. In the past you may have relied on a neighbor to 
report an outage on your line. Your line may now be 
protected by a separate sectionalizing device so you may be 
out of service and a neighbor who was always out of service 
when you were will still have service. It may be possible 
that you may be the only member involved in the outage. 
So unless you are sure that your line outage has been 
reported, you should call us concerning an outage as 
instructed on your meter card. 

The many new sectionalizing devices that have been 
installed on the system are designed to eliminate excessive 
line outages which had previously been protected by one 

device. This will separate the system into many more 

sections than we had in the past and result in fewer 
members being out of service if a particular line is 
short-circuited. It should also cut down on total outage 
time due to the fact linemen won’t have to inspect as much 
line as they have in the past to find the trouble spot. 

Now that our system has been brought up to date with 
the addition of all these sectionalizing installations, we will 
constantly have to make whatever changes are necessary 
due to varying conditions to keep it this way. We are 
confident that this project will result in less member 
outages and outages of shorter duration. 

ofLIGHT 
pennies a night! 

That’s right! For just pennies a 
night you can replace night with light. 
Automatically controlled lights turn 
on at dusk and turn off at dawn. 

All costs — fixtures, installation 
on existing poles, power and 
replacement bulbs are included when 
you rent a dusk-to-dawn security light 
from Corn Belt. Ask for complete 
details. 
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Insulation Doesn't Cosh It Pays 
by Joe Crosno, Power Use Advisor 

Insulation is the only investment in your home that will 

pay you dividends as long as you live in your home. You 

not only save in heating and air-conditioning costs but you 

save by being able to use a smaller unit for heating and 

cooling. 

Another dividend is the comfort of living in a well 

insulated home. Most new homes are being insulated when 

they are built but many could use more than the minimum 

that is being installed. 

If you live in an older home it probably would pay you 

to insulate it. There are several insulation materials available 

and most of them are good. 

There is a new type of insulation for the walls of older 

homes where it is impractical to tear the walls off to install 

insulation. This new material is a foam material that is 

pumped into the walls while it is soft and pliable. 

It fills all of the voids and cracks and sets up after a few 

minutes into a foam that retains its insulation qualities. 

Excess foam can be cleaned off easily. A small home is cut 

in the walls into which the foam is pumped until the space 

is completely full. The hole is then plugged with a small 

plastic cap that can be painted to match the surrounding 

surface. 

I talked to Lyle Peplow who lives on the Corn Belt 

Electric lines east of Bloomington, Illinois. He had his 

house insulated by Rapco Foam of Central Illinois, 

from Canton, a year ago. He is well satisfied with the 

insulation. He says there are no cold drafts like there was 

before and it cut his heating costs by about 25 percent. 

TOP: Lyle Peplow of rural Bloomington points to capped 

hole that the insulation was pumped through into the walls 

of his home. BOTTOM: If you look dose you can see 

where the foam insulation came out through the crack 

above the window. If you have weights on your windows 

you will need to run the weights up and down before the 
insulation sets up to assure that they will work. 

Heat Pump 
Could Help 
Relieve 
Energy 
Crunch 

Here’s How It Works 

1 Normally cold air in 
2 Colder air out 
3 Heat extracted from outdoor air and 

taken indoors by refrigerant 
4 Room air in 
5 Warm air out 

1 Normally warm air in 
2 Warmer air out 
3 Cooled refrigerant pumped indoors 
4 Room air in 
5 Cold air out 
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energy realities 
(Continued from page 9) 

plant on the ground and provide 
data needed to determine the level 
of pollution. If a high level of sul¬ 
fur dioxide is present, the plant 
could be shut down, slowed down or 
use more expensive low-sulfur coal 
until an acceptable level is achieved. 

“And if the plant is not polluting, 
then there is no reason to impose a 
regulation,” Clevenger said. “As it 
stands, the EPA regulation assumes 
there is a problem. Provisions of this 
bill, intermittent controls, would de¬ 
termine if that problem actually 
exists.” 

The only alternative offered to 
power producers by the EPA is the 
implementation of scrubbers to re¬ 
move the sulfur dioxide. “The EPA 
calls scrubbers an answer, but they 
don’t say that the scrubbers now be¬ 
ing made are both of unproven re¬ 
liability and questionable impact,” 

Clevenger said. “They are also so 
costly that they often will total about 
25 percent of a power plant’s total 
investment. By necessity, this addi¬ 
tional cost will be passed on to the 
consumers in the form of higher 
rates.” 

Impact statements prepared by 
the Pollution Control Board (PCB) 
to determine environmental effects 
should include the cost-benefit ratio 
of an EPA impact study. At present, 
there is no effective mechanism— 
staff, governing body or financing— 
to provide these vital additions to the 
studies. Thus, a PCB regulation does 
not presently consider financial costs 
against the specific benefit to the 
environment. 

Senate Bill 805 would amend the 
Illinois “Environmental Protection 
Act” to require the Institute for En¬ 
vironmental Quality to prepare and 

publish economic impact statements 
for rules of the Illinois Pollution 
Control Board as selected by the 
Economic Technical Advisory Com¬ 
mittee, also created by S.B. 805. The 
bill also requires an economic im¬ 
pact hearing by the Illinois Pollution 
Control Board before adoption of an 
amendment to its regulations. 

—ROACHES? 
WIPE OUT 
THE NEST 

Guaranteed 
Chain reaction 

of death to all! 
PROKEM has the formula to rid homes of 
roaches and waterbugs — up to 5 years. Simply 
place PROKEM where roaches and waterbugs will 
readily eat it, then return to their nests to die. 
A chain reaction starts and all roaches, water- 
bugs and their eggs are overcome. Death elimi¬ 
nates them as health hazards and pests. 

ODORLESS—SAFE TO USE 
PROKEM — a pure white powder, odorless and 
harmless to humans and pets but sure death to 
roaches and waterbugs. Buy from the manufac¬ 
turer and save. 
Rid Roaches From an 8 Room House 
for Only $3.95 — 2 for $6.90 ppd. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed. Send Check or M.O. 

VPVKIA Suite 1604U 11 AMU 664 Surf Dr 
Lewisville, Texas 75067 

It all adds up... 
STRENGTH 
Rugged galvanized steel panels with deep 7V2" corrugations 
provide tremendous structural strength eliminating the 
need for poles, beams or trusses. Equipment can be stored 
next to the wall with head room to spare—100% usable 
space. 
ACCESS 
Large doors up to 24' wide x 14' high have ball bearing 
rollers for ease of operation allowing easy access for even 
the largest combines (doors can be supplied for both ends). 
Standard size all steel man doors are also available. 
VERSATILITY 
IDEAL FOR: Machine Sheds, Grain Storage Units, Live¬ 
stock Shelters, Workshop, Corn Storage, Hog Barns, Live¬ 
stock Confinements or Dairy Barns 
IT ALL ADDS UP TO... 
A dependable all steel building for your investment. We 
can manufacture any dimension to suit your needs now or 
in the future. 

CALL COLLECT OR MAIL COUPON TODAY 

NAME 

ADDRESS TEL. 

CITV/TOWN STATE ZIP CODE 

DATE PLANNING TO BUILD 

SIZE OF BUILDING-WIDTH X LENGTH 

MIRACLE SPAN STEEL BUILDINGS 
Box REN-8-75 
1821 North Office Square, Schaumburg, Illinois 60172 
Call Collect (312) 397 0700 
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arket 
'Sitting FVetty’ 

TOWN & COUNTRY—The New Wickes Utility 
Building with Gambrel Roof Design 

year got us off to a good start,” said 
Guild President Mrs. R. L. Holder, 
“but this year more people know we 
are here and the crowds have been 
excellent.” 

Featured at the market are draw¬ 
ings and paintings, macrame’, 
leathercraft, ceramic and eggshell 
jewelry, lapidary work, Christmas 
ornaments and needlework. 

Also at the market, visitors may 
purchase vegetables from the gardens 
of members of a newly formed pro¬ 
duce cooperative. 

Home baked goods are available 
and for those who wish to do their 
own, one exhibitor sells freshly 
ground wheat flour, corn meal and 
cracked wheat, along with appro¬ 
priate recipes. 

One of the best items at the mar¬ 
ket, however, is not for sale. It is 
the friendly atmosphere, which is 
free to all and maybe is one reason 
why people keep coming back to the 
Goodfield Saturday Market. 

SEPTEMBER, 1975 

You’ll be sitting pretty in more ways than one with a new 
Wickes Town & Country on your property. 

One of the most attractive utility buildings we’ve ever offered, 
the Town & Country has a traditional early American charm 
that fits right into any setting—home, farm or ranch. 

More than just another pretty face, our Town & Country is 
also a practical, efficient building, with plenty of storage space 
for vehicles, recreational equipment, implements—or work¬ 
shop if you want one. A spacious 30’ x 40’ clear span 
structure with maintenance-free exteriors of color aluminum 
or color steel. 

Call today, and we’ll have a beautiful, new Wickes Town & 
Country sitting pretty on your land tomorrow. 

Wickes 
Buildings 
A Division of The Wickes Corporation 

ILLINOIS 
Box 548, Galesburg 
Box 9, Mendota 
Box 158, Opdyke 
Box 117, Taylorville 

(309) 342-3416 
(815) 539-9325 
(618) 756-2347 
(217-) 824-4441 

Shelters, garages, 
workshops, utility buildings 

^Call collect or mail coupon tod 

| Name  

I Address  

I Town. _County_ 

State. _Phone_ 

FROM LEFT: Handcrafted jewelry by Helen 
Schumm of Secor gains the attention of 
ladies at the Goodfield Saturday Market. 
Lapidarist Lawrence Nichols of Congerville 
shows customers the different stones in 
his collection of handcrafted items. Fine 
handmade quilts are the family pride of 
Ora Koehne, daughter Ruth Sayer and 
granddaughter Melanie. Marie Bour and 
daughter of Eureka turn ordinary satin 
Christmas tree bulbs into highly decorative 
ornaments. 



Com Belt 
COOPERATIVE, INC. 

Electric News 
309-662-5330 BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS J 

New Bills Show Fuel Cost 
Adjustment Factor and Utility Tax Amount 

CORN BELT ELECTRIC CO-OP. INC. • BOX 816 • BLOOMINGTON, ILL. 61701 

ELECTRIC SERVICE BILL 
Com Belt Eloctric Co-op. Inc. 

Bloomington, III. 

CASHIER STUB 

METER READINGS 
KWH FUEL COST UTILITY 
USED ADJUSTMENT TAX PRESENT PREVIOUS 

RATE | NET | CREDITS | ARREARS | TOTAL BILL TOTAL BILL 

This bill includes a 5% State Utility Tax 

Date due Nov. 1, 1975 
5% penalty added if not paid on-or before Nov. 15, 1975 

Bring this entire bill with you when paying at office. 
“Complete rote schedule* will be sent on request." 

Date due Nov. 1, 1975 
Pay on-or 
before Nov. 15, 1975 

If paying by mail 
send stub only. 

Corn Belt’s new bills list both the 

mills (tenths of a cent) per KWH fuel 

adjustment charge and the amount of 

the five percent Public Utilities 

Revenue Tax charged the 

member-consumer. Note the sample 

bill at right. 

You can determine what portion of 

your total bill is represented by the 

fuel cost charge simply by multiplying 

the “KWH’s used” by the cost 

adjustment factor. For example, if you 

used 1,000 KWH's and the factor was 

.00427 (4.27 mills) your fuel cost 

charge would be 1000 x .00427 or 

$4.27. This charge is simply a 

pass-through cost from the wholesale 

power supplier to the 

member-consumer as provided in the 

agreement for purchase of wholesale 

power. This is not a new charge—it 

simply hasn’t been broken down on 

your bill before. 

Our agreement for purchase of 

power provides for an adjustment of 

.011 cents per KWH for each increase 

the winner! 

Mrs. Iva Willke, r.r. Anchor, won 

the Earli-Gard Smoke and Fire 

Detector given away by the 

cooperative at the McLean County 

Fair. 

or decrease of one cent in the average 

cost above or below a base cost of 24 

cents per million BTU. Therefore, as 

the cost of fuel used in the generation 

of electric energy increases in price so 
will the fuel adjustment factor 

explained above. 

The five percent Public Utilities 

Revenue Tax is charged by the State 

of Illinois and the amount of the tax is 

listed in dollars and cents on the bill 

under ‘‘Utilities Tax.” If you have any 

questions about your fuel adjustment 

or utility tax charges, please call or 

stop by the office. We’ll be glad to 

discuss them with you. 
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4-H Club Electricity Projects 

by Joe Crosno, Power Use Advisor 
The 4-H electricity projects are getting better and more 

elaborate each year. 

There were 18 entries at the Livingston County Fair 

where we judged on Tuesday, July 29. The outstanding 

award went to Mike Ruff, 18, who belongs to the Pontiac 

jr. Co-ops 4-H Club. Mike built a cooling fan. It worked so 

well we used it a while when we were judging. I was assisted 

there by Cy Anderson, Director of Member Services, 

Eastern I llinois Power Cooperative at Paxton. 

On Wednesday, August 30, Tom Moore, Commercial 

Energy Use Advisor with Illinois Power Company, and 

Vince Ijams, Assistant Power Use Advisor for Corn Belt 

Electric Co-op, helped with the McLean County 4-H 

electricity project judging. There were 38 projects in all. 

There were two cooling fans, two chick and pig brooders, 

three portable motors, three wiring display boards, two 

time saving devices, seven outside or shop lamps, 13 table 

lamps and six miscellaneous projects. 

The outstanding exhibit award, presented by Illinois 

Power Company, went to Mark Hines, 12, of the Downs 

Hustlers 4-H Club. Mark built a stand light that can be used 

either indoors or out. He also installed a weatherproof 

receptacle on the stand for other appliances in the area. 

The outstanding exhibitor award presented by Corn Belt 

Electric Cooperative went to Greg Lee of the Allen 

Pathfinders 4-H Club at Stanford. Greg is 17 years old and 

had five projects entered. He had three blue ribbons and 

two red ribbons. 

Mark Hines of the Downs Hustlers 4-H Club is presented 

with the outstanding exhibit award by Tom Moore, 

Commercial Energy Use Advisor, Illinois Power Company. 

The outdoor lamp Mark built is between them. The trophy 

was furnished by Illinois Power. 

The outstanding exhibitor award was presented to Greg Lee 

of the Allen Pathfinder 4-H Club of Stanford. Greg is 

standing in front of the large speaker cabinet that i/vas one 

of his entries. The trophy was furnished by the Corn Belt 

Electric Cooperative, and was presented by Joe Crosno, 

Power Use Advisor. 

The Livingston County outstanding award was won by 

Mike Ruff of the Pontiac Junior Cooperatives 4-H Club. 

Mike is shown with the cooling fan which he built. 
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Over Quarter Century of Building , 
for the American Family .... rj^LgTlf 1 z ? 

QUALITY HOMES AT LOWEST PRICES 
ON YOUR ROUND AI ION INCIUDINO Rl UMBINO. WIRING K BIRCH (MINUS 

Farm ProductMty- 
fl Success Story 

The chronicles of agricultural 
productivity—fewer and few¬ 

er farmers producing greater 
amounts of food for more and more 
people—is a success story unparal¬ 
leled in U.S. history. 

From 100 percent of the original 
settlers working the land for their 
own survival to the present total of 
less than five percent of the U.S. 
population engaged in farming to 
feed the remainder of the country 
and a sizable part of the world, it’s a 
story of amazing agricultural sta¬ 
tistics. 

At the time of the Revolution, 
more than 90 percent of the popu¬ 
lation of the new nation was still en¬ 
gaged in farming. 

By 1820, the percentage of farm¬ 
ers had dropped to some 83 per¬ 
cent and about 60 man-hours of 
labor were needed to produce an 
acre of wheat. 

Gradually, the number of Amer¬ 
icans in agriculture continued to slip 
until by 1870 farmers were no longer 
in a majority in the U.S. By then, 
only 47 percent of the country’s 
population could be classified in 
agriculture. 

The number of farmers dwindled 
further and by 1910 only a third of 
the growing population was in agri¬ 
culture. 

With only 21 percent of the popu¬ 
lation in farming in 1930, total 
man-hours required to produce an 
acre of wheat fell to just three. 

In the 1950’s, the farming popu¬ 
lation dipped to less than 15 percent 
and continuing declines reduced that 
percentage to less than five pres¬ 
ently. But agricultural production 
maintained its upward climb and 
output per man-hour jumped some 
3J/2 times in the past two decades. 

Never have so few given so much 
to so many. And never will the 
challenges be so great as in the 
future. 

Name 

Address 

City   State Zip 

Also send Fund Raising Plan for Organizations 

MIDWEST CARD COMPANY DePt. 208-H 

L 1 1113 Washington Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 63101 

I enclose 250 for my colorful Jack-O-Lantern and information on other easy ways to earn money 

from Midwest at absolutely No Obligation. 

n r--r.-T=3E3 
1 utPOQM rH UUOOM I , 1 r/TCM*-t I 

I 
* itMooM ] tomtom 1 

OPEN 
HOUSE 

^0 DISCOUNT 

Over 1001 
Floor Plant 

To Choose From 

Every Nordaas Home includes full-weight conventional construction, NOT 
PRE-FAB or PRE-CUT! Your new home completely framed, roof shingled, 
fully enclosed, 70% of the carpenter work is done for you, or we will finish 
carpentry for a little extra. All finishing materials furnished — blanket 
insulation, hardwood cabinets all ready-made, inside doors ready-hung 
with trim installed. Western dry dimension lumber. All materials direct from 
mill and factory to you saves hundreds of dollars! FREE planning service — 
build to your own plans or choose from over 1000 floor plans. 

FREE PLAN SERVICE • FREE DELIVERY 1500 MILES 
One of America's Largest Builders of Homes 

Write for Free Floor Plan at No Obligation 

NORDAAS AMERICAN HOMES 
Dept. 236-F, Minnesota Lake, Minnesota 56068 

PHONE: (507) 462-3331 

A/AH Av.iiUihlr tht<)ii<|hout ttu; <-ntir<: Midwest 
— = in Amenr.i's Gie.it F.irmm<| States 

.. Save tins Ad tin fiitine Discount 

Halloween 
rneaii „,p FOP oni9 da11 

si.25 value 
GLITTERS BY DAY ... GLOWS AT NIGHT 
Put some fun in your window . . . brighten a door or a wall. 
This translucent Jack-O-Lantern will welcome little "Trick 
or Treaters" with a smile. Made of thousands of glowing 
plastic beads, it's a delightfully different decoration that 
captures the happy Halloween spirit. 

EASY WAY TO RAISE MONEY 
When you receive this unusual decoration, you'll see 
immediately how you or your club or organization can 
earn needed money fast selling Halloween Plaques and 
many other products just as unique and just as much fun. 
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Now Available To You: The Professional Exterminator's Secret Weapon! 

AMAZING SMO-CLOUD 
SEEKS OUT AND DESTROYS 
ROACHES & OTHER RUGS! 

PENETRATES DEEP INTO CRACKS 
& HARD-TO-REACH HIDING PLACES! 

GUARANTEED TO WORK 
OR YOU PAY NOTHING! 

Used as directed, SMO-CLOUD must clear 
6,000 cu. ft. of crawling bugs, and 15,000 
cu. ft. of flying insects — or we’ll refund 
your money! 

Never again be plagued by roaches or other 
dirt-carrying bugs. Don’t just try to stamp them 
out the old-fashioned hit-or-miss way — with your 
feet or ineffective sprays. Use SMO-CLOUD — the 
extra powerful penetrating fog that kills bugs 
which sprays and liquids can’t reach. It’s made 
and used by professional exterminators to destroy 
roaches, waterbugs, spiders, ants, wasps, flies, 
mosquitoes and many other crawling and flying 
bugs. 

HOW IT WORKS 
SMO-CLOUD is so easy to use. Just light con¬ 

tents of can. (Don’t worry about fire — there’s no 
flame.) Immediately a clean, white “fog” rises 
into the air and penetrates deep into cracks and 
crevices, attacking and killing roaches and other 
bugs where they’re hiding in nests in the hard-to- 
reach places of your home. 

SMO-CLOUD — the first pesticide registered with 
the Environmental Protection Agency — is so 
powerful, you can do three connecting rooms with 
just one can! Effective for 15,000 cubic feet against 
flying insects; 6,000 cubic feet for crawling bugs! 

So don’t waste your hard-earned money on 
sprays that don’t work. No need to hire a profes¬ 
sional exterminator either. Do it yourself and get 
professional results — at a fraction of the price! 

Order SMO-CLOUD today! And enjoy the won¬ 
derful feeling of not being “bugged” every time 
you walk into your home! 
SMO-CLOUD Bug Killer Only $2.99 

Use Smo-Cloud in Houses, Apartments, 
Basements, Restaurants, Factories. 

223190-DAY MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
TRY SMO-CLOUD 90 DAYS 

IF NOT COMPLETELY SATISFIED-RETURN 
FOR PROMPT REFUND 

JAY NORRIS Corp., 25 W. Merrick Rd., 
Dept CBB-10, Freeport, N.Y. 11521 
Please rush me Can(s) of Smo-Cloud 
Bug Killer @ $2.99 plus 750 shipping and 
handling. 
□ SAVE! Order TWO CANS for only $5.50 plus 
$1.00 shipping and handling. 
□ SAVE MORE! Order FOUR cans for only 
$9.99 plus $1.50 shipping and handling. 
□ SAVE EVEN MORE! Order SIX cans for 
only $13.99 plus $2.00 shipping and handling. 
Enclosed is □ check or □ money order for 
$ . 
Sorry, no C.O.D.’s—(N.Y. residents add sales 
tax.) PLEASE PRINT: 
NAME  

ADDRESS. 

CITY  

fjmm i 

STATE. .ZIP. 
©Jay Norris Corp., 1975 

OCTOBER, 1975 15 



October Is Co-op Month 
All histories of rural electric 

cooperatives have one thing in 

common-people working together 

toward a common goal—the same 

motivation which has brought people 

together in cooperative movements for 

more than a century. 

The rural electric cooperative 

movement traces its beginnings to the 

mid-1930’s when less than ten percent 

of America’s rural areas were 

electrified. Investor-owned power 

companies which served most of the 

nation’s cities looked upon rural areas 

as unprofitable and set prohibitively 

high electric rates, which largely 

precluded service to farmers and 

ranchers. 

The nation was in the midst of the 

harsh Depression years and the Relief 

Appropriation Act of 1935 that 

President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed 

was designed to boost employment. 

One of the eight projects funded by 

the Act was rural electrification. 

Within the year the President signed an 

Executive Order establishing the Rural 
Electrification Administration to 

coordinate a lending program. In 1936 

the President signed the Rural 
Electrification Act (the 

Norris-Rayburn Bill) designating REA 

as an independent government agency 

which could grant low-cost loans to 

newly established cooperatives. 

A period of rapid growth followed 

during the next twelve years as the 
cooperative way of providing 

electricity spread across the nation. 

Enthusiasm and new technological 

skill gained from experience in World 

War II resulted in the number of rural 

electric systems doubling in the four 

post-war years. The number of 

consumers served were more than 

cooperarives- 
pioneers in serving america 

tripled, and the miles of energized 

lines increased by five times. Rural 
electrification was to become one of 

America’s greatest grass-roots success 

stories as the consumer-members of 

the cooperatives proved they could 

provide themselves with adequate 

low-cost electric power. 

The road to success was not to be 

easy by any means, however, as rural 

electric leaders have had to fight many 

battles over the years dealing with 

territorial rights, funding, alterations 

in the Rural Electrification Act, and 

other issues pertaining to the 
well-being of the rural electrification 

program. 

Today, some 40 years later, there 

are nearly 1,000 rural electric systems 

serving about 25 million consumers in 

46 states. More than 98 percent of 

rural America is now electrified, but 

this does not mean that the rural 

electrification program has completed 

its job. The present challenges and 

those of the future are far more 

complex and technical than in the 

early days of the program. 

One of the most challenging aspects 

of the rural electrification program has 

been, and is, adequate financing. Rural 

electric borrowers, however, have set 
an incredible record of not only 

paying back their loans but often 

paying them ahead of schedule. Only 

two loans out of thousands had to be 

foreclosed in the entire history of the 

program, and these added up to only 

$44,000. No other lending agency of 

the Federal government or in private 

industry has achieved such a credit 

record as the rural electrification 

program. 

Of great concern to rural electrics is 

the energy crisis which has affected all 

segments of the utility industry. The 

first and foremost duty of rural 

electric cooperatives is to serve their 

members with adequate electric power 

at the lowest cost consistent with 

sound business principles and 

protection of the environment. 

Consequently, rural electrics are 

working toward helping establish a 

national energy policy. 

Two of the most critical problems 

rural electric leaders must deal with 

are fuel shortages and rising costs. 

Rural electric leaders are also taking an 

active role in working for adequate 

housing and health care for rural 

citizens as well as a host of matters 

affecting the quality of life in rural 

America. 

In keeping with the ideals and goals 

of the early founders of the rural 

electrification program, today’s rural 

electric leaders know that when people 

work together and become involved in 

their communities, they can bring 

about results that would be impossible 

to attain on an individual basis. This 

method worked in the past and has 

continued to work for forty 

years-and future challenges can be 

met with this time-proven method. 
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How Important Is Reading Your Meter? 
by 

Jeny Durflinger, 
Asst. Power Use Adv. 

Are you increasing your electric bill 
needlessly? Some of you are doing just 
that when you send in a partial meter 
reading or none at all. In either case, 
the cooperative’s expenses are 
increased which really means your 
expenses are increased. 

There are two cases which will 
almost surely mean a trip to check the 
reading; (1) not including all zeros 
which appear on the meter and (2) 
adding a zero to fill up all the boxes 
on the meter card. The first is by far 
the most confusing. Let me tell you 
why. If a previous meter reading was 
8750 and the meter now registers 
0178, by sending in only 178 the 
billing department has no idea where 
the zero should be placed. The 
difference could be over 1,000 
kilowatt-hours which could increase 
the bill by about $20 to you, the 
customer. For this reason, we send 
someone to reread the meter. 

The second example is adding a zero 
to fill all the squares on your meter 
card. Many of our members have five 
numbers on their meter, but many still 
have only four. Adding a zero to your 
meter card only helps to confuse the 
reading. If the billing department is 
able to figure out the reading, time is 
spent which could be used better 
elsewhere. 

Another incident which has been 
occurring more frequently is the 
failure to send in a meter reading card. 
Now we at Corn Belt realize there are 
instances when it’s not possible to 
send in a meter reading, but there are 
some members who never send in a 
reading. According to cooperative 
policy we must have a meter reading a 
minimum of every four months. This 
means sending someone to read the 
meter. 

Let us give you an example of what 
can happen to your electric bill by not 
sending in just one meter reading. If a 
reading isn’t received, our billing 
department looks at your ledger to 
OCTOBER 1975 

determine your average consumption 
for a two month period. Let’s say your 
average use is 2,000 KWH. You would 
be sent an estimated bill of $65.00. 

But suppose because of hot weather, 
an air conditioner is operated 
excessively, causing your actual usage 
to be 6,000 KWH during this period. 
The cost of 6,000 KWH is $129.00. As 
you can see, you weren’t billed for 
4,000 KWH, or to put it another way, 
your electric bill is $64.00 less than it 
should be. The effects of this electric 
bill estimated too low won’t be felt 
until the following bill. 

Using the same figures, let’s follow 
through with the result. We’ll assume 
because of cooler weather, your air 
conditioner was used less, causing your 
KWH usage to fall to 3,000, or $73.00. 
This would normally be your bill, but 
remember, the previous bill was 

estimated 4,000 KWH too low. So, to 
the current usage of 3,000 KWH 
($73.00), we have to add the 4,000 
KWH ($64.00), making your total bill 
$137.00. If a trip has to be made to 
read the meter, a nominal fee of $2.00 
is charged, making your bill even 
higher. What if we had to do this for 
all our 8,769 members? The confusion 
caused and time spent would be 
tremendous. 

In summary, when you receive your 
meter reading card, write down-the 
reading on your meter and mail the 
card in promptly. We at Corn Belt are 
doing everything we can to trim costs 
and still provide the best possible 
service to you. Mailing in your meter 
reading card regularly and correctly is 
an area in which you can help. 
Remember, this is your cooperative, 
send in your meter reading. 

METER READING CARD 

Mark and Mail when card is received Date Read 
Write all numbers including zeros 

0178 
meter reading 

Location No. 

Name 

Address 



Food c 

TOP: An FEC publication "Food and Energy," 
depicts the sun working its miracle. LOWER 
LEFT: Administrator David A. Flamil, of REA 
(left), lunches with Dean L. Searls, manager of 
Adams Electrical Cooperative. LOWER RIGHT: 
Hamil and Secretary of Agriculture Earl Butz, 
right center, listen during the symposium. 



FACTORY DIRECT SAVINGS CLASS BACK IN 
THE CLASSICS 

(Continued from page 13) 

and spend all his time writing and 
doing illustrations. 

His artistic talent and knack with 
mechanical things may have been in¬ 
herited from his grandfather Guy P. 
Smith. Although his grandfather didn’t 
know much about vintage cars, he was 
a part-time inventor who came very 
close to fame and fortune. 

Grandfather Smith, a photoengraver 
with a St. Louis newspaper lived in 
Richmond Heights, Missouri. It was 
there, in 1912, he built the world’s 
first 35mm camera—years before a 
similar version was introduced by 
foreign camera manufacturers. 

At the time of his invention, the 
only film available was movie film. It 
was extremely grainy and any enlarge¬ 
ments from it were extremely poor. 
Because of the problems with the film, 
Smith didn’t patent the invention and 
put it on the shelf. 

Grandfather Smith’s invention was 
written up in the December, 1938 
issue of Popular Science. The article 
posed the editorial question, “Who 
Invented the Miniature Camera?” and 
explained about Smith’s invention. 

Although Grandfather Smith never 
achieved any great acclaim, he did live 
a very interesting life. In his early 
years, he lived for a period of time on 
the Sioux Rosebud Indian Reser¬ 
vation. His father was a doctor there 
and he was the only white child on the 
reservation. 

Growing older, Guy Smith took up 
oil painting and began his inventing. 
Most of his inventions took their 
shapes in wood, a material he was very 
skilled with. 

Picture frames, mandolins that were 
inlaid with mother-of-pearl, were later 
followed by the first 35 mm camera, 
which itself had a wooden body. 

While the elder Smith was intrigued 
with inventing new things, his grand¬ 
son at the present time seems content 
with restoring autos of the past. But 
the same restlessness the elder Smith 
had is apparent in the ever-searching 
work of his grandson. 

And maybe someday, someone will 
be restoring one of his classics. 

SAVE NOW 

40x82’ ox "wnra. 
* F.O.B. FACTORY 

EQUIPPED WITH: 
EXTRA LARGE 20' WIDE X 14' HIGH DOUBLE SLIDING 

DOOR AND HEAVY DUTY ENDWALLS SYSTEM 

IMMEDIATE 
DELIVERY 

AVAILAB
1
-^ 

55x100 40’x50’ 
NOW ONLY NOW ONLY 

*9,900. 
EQUIPPED WITH 

LARGE 24' WIDE X 16' HIGH 
SLIDING DOOR AND HEAVY 
DUTY ENDWALLS SYSTEM 
 A GREAT BUY  

*3,980. 
EQUIPPED WITH 

LARGE 20' WIDE X 14' HIGH 
SLIDING DOOR AND HEAVY 
DUTY ENDWALLS SYSTEM 

ANOTHER GREAT BUY 

SPECIAL DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON ALL OTHER SIZES 

MIRACLE SPAN 
STEEL BUILDINGS 

1821 North Office Square, 
Suite 510, 

Schaumburg, Illinois 60172 

NAME   

ADDRESS        

CITY/TOWN 

JTATE ZIP CODE 

TELEPHONE AREA CODE  

DATE PLANNING TO BUILD 

SIZE OF BUILDING-WIDTH  X LENGTH  

WRITE OR 
CALL COLLECT 
(312) 397-0700 
FOR OUR 
FREE COLOR 
BROCHURE 

CHECK TYPE OF BUILDING 

□ Combination Machinery/Grain Storage 
□ Machinery Storage/Workshop 
□ Grain Storage 

Other 
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Cost Spiral Continues 

Rate Increase Projected 
for Early 1976 

A recently completed 10-year finan¬ 
cial forecast indicates that an increase 
of ten percent will be required on all 
rate schedules of Corn Belt Electric 
Cooperative Inc., beginning in January 
or February of 1976. 

This rate increase 
will be required to 
provide additional 
revenues to meet the 
debt service on bor¬ 
rowed funds for 
capital improve¬ 
ments, increased 
material and labor 
costs, maintenance 

of an adequate reserve fund for storm 
damage, and general fund levels ade¬ 
quate to satisfy financial ratios re¬ 
quired of our mortgage holders. 

At the September meeting of the 
Board of Directors, a resolution was 
adopted authorizing the management 
staff to request concurrent financing 
from the Rural Electrification Admin¬ 
istration and the National Rural 
Utilities Cooperative Financing Cor¬ 
poration in an amount totaling 
$2,774,000. 

These loan funds will be borrowed 
for 35 years at interest rates of five 
percent and 9.25 percent respectively. 
Eighty percent, or $2,219,000 will 
come from REA, and 20 percent or 
$555,000 from CFC. 

The loan funds will be used to build 
21 miles of underground line to serve 
approximately 700 new consumers. In 
addition, a total of 48 miles of new 
overhead line or changes to existing 
line will be made to improve service to 

existing consumers and to facilitate 
serving an additional 280 new coh- 
sumers. 

Two new 5,000 KVA substations 
are scheduled to be built in the 
Saybrook and Farmer City areas to 
meet ever-increasing loads on Corn 
Belt’s distribution system. 

Corn Belt’s Argenta, Maroa and 
Tazewell substations will also be up¬ 
graded by installing larger power 
tranformers to increase capacity. 

Your board of directors and man¬ 
agement staff are doing everything 
possible to reduce costs and defer rate 
increases, however, they must also face 
up to the task of maintaining an 
electrical distribution system that will 
meet the ever-increasing demands of 
you the member-consumer. 

We will report to you in the 
December issue of Illinois Rural 
Electric News as to the effective date 
of the increase in rates. 

A Willie 
Conserve-A-Tip 

Mobile home owners can 
save money, and save 
energy too. Skirt boards 
around the foundation 
help reduce air flow un¬ 
derneath the unit and cut 
unnecessary heating costs. 

Conserve-A-Tip 
Over half the heat that 
escapes from a house in 
the winter is lost through 
windows, cracks and open 
doors. Take a tip . . . use 
weatherstripping and caulk 
those cracks—and keep 
doors closed. 

It pays to conserve energy 
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Use SOLAR Heat to Conserve Energy 
by Joe Crosno, Power Use Advisor 

The idea of using the sun to dry crops is not new. “Make 
hay while the sun shines” is the old motto. 

The sun is an unlimited source of heat. The problem is to 
collect the heat and utilize it. Many people know that a 
black surface is the best color to absorb heat. Randall 
Smith of rural Bloomington utilized this fact when he 
designed and built his solar corn dryer. 

He got the idea when he visited the “Farm Progress 
Show” a year ago. They were using a black plastic tunnel 
ahead of the grain drying bin. As the air was forced through 
the tunnel it picked up heat from the black plastic which 
was heated by the sun. 

Smith built a shed 32’ by 32’ adjoining his two grain 
drying bins. He used 2” by 12” rafters on the roof. The 
framing members were placed about four feet apart on the 
south wall and a 32’ by 32’ section of the roof. To the 
interior of the framing he installed fiberboard which he had 
painted with asphalt to make the surface as black as 
possible. In addition he reinforced the inside wall with 
metal panels to increase the rigidity of the walls. The 32’ by 
32’ section of the roof was also covered the same way. 

The outside wall was covered with clear fiber glass panels 
to let the sun through to heat the black surface of the 
fiberboard inner wall. The two walls 6” apart leave ample 
space for the air to flow up to the roof where it has 12” 
space to continue to the outlet into the main building. 
There it is picked up by the two 7Vi h.p. fans and forced 
through the wet corn. The inlet for the air is a two-foot 
strip along the bottom of the outside wall. 

“I can raise the air temperature about 10 degrees with 
both dryers going, on a sunny day,” states Smith. “This 10 
degrees lowers the relative humidity of the air about 15 or 
20 percent,” he added. It was partially cloudy the day I was 
there and he was able to raise the air temperature only 
about six degrees. 

This is sufficient to dry the corn on a day when the 
relative humidity is low, but it takes a little longer. Smith 

Randall Smith is proud of his electric control center. He 
can start and stop his augers and dryers from a control 
point where he unloads his grain. 

was picking corn at about 24 percent moisture content and 
plans to dry it down to about 14 percent for safe storage. If 
the weather stays nice he hopes to get the moisture out in 
about four to six weeks. 

The shed can also be used for storage space. Smith says 
he also needs the additional space. 

The black surface shows through the fiber glass panels on 
the side of the roof. The air intake is below the panels. 

This view inside the shed shows the air intake at the peak of 
the roof. 

This bird's eye view shows a dose up of the fiber glass 
panels on the roof. 
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New Generator Scheduled 

To Meet Increased 

Demand 

hrowth is a natural thir^- 
—sometimes it’s good—sometimes it’s 
bad, but in the electric utility industry 
it is always necessary, necessary that 
is, if the supplier is to stay ahead of 
the consumer and his ever-increasii^ 
use of electricity. 

Southern Illinois Power Cooperative 
(SIPC) located about eight miles south 
of Marion, presently supplies electric 
power generation for three electric 
distribution cooperatives in Southern 
Illinois. In taking steps to meet the 
projected growth in the service area of 
Eldorado-based Southeastern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative, Steeleville-based 
Egyptian Electric Cooperative and the 
Dongola-based Southern Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative, SIPC is in the process 
of more than doubling its capacity. 

Although the increased capacity is 
extremely necessary, it is also ex¬ 
pensive on the other hand. The 
original plant, which was dedicated in 
August in 1965 by Governor Otto 
Kerner, cost $12.5 million. SIPC 
financed the plant, Lake of Egypt and 
460 miles of transmission line with a 
$25.8 million Rural Electrification 
Administration (REA) loan. 

In today’s inflated monetary terms 
it is going to cost $83 million to 
double the plant’s capacity. Breaking 
down the total costs, $66 million will 

go for the generating capacity and 
approximately $17 million will be 
used to purchase and install required 

18 

pollution control equipment. 
Funds for the needed expansion 

have come to SIPC through a loan 
from the REA and is the first power 
supply loan of its type in Illinois. The 
money comes from the Federal Fi¬ 
nance Bank, which was set up several 
years ago to handle all government 
loans. The loan is guaranteed by the 
government and is issued at the bank’s 
going interest rate. 

Presently the three generators in 
service provide net generation capacity 
of 35 megawatts (Mw) each. The new 
fourth unit alone will have 160 Mw of 
net generating capacity, some 55 Mw 
more than the present facility. To¬ 
gether they will produce enough 
power to meet short term needs. 

According to SIPC officials, 80 per¬ 

cent of the material for the plant are 
on order and are being fabricated. 
However, no actual construction will 
begin until the first of January. Plans 
are for the unit to begin commercial 
operation in June of 1978, supplying a 
needed total (projected for 1979) of 
nearly 750 million kilowatt-hours 
(kwh) to consumers in the three coop¬ 
erative area. 

The projected figure for 1979 can 
be readily compared to the present 
three cooperative consumption of 482 
million kwh’s a year, and the projected 

total consumption of 1031 million 
kwh by the year 1985. 

These figures are from studies made 
by each of the cooperatives during the 
past year. The projected figures are 
growth that can be expected today for 
the next 10 years. It may be that these 
projections will be low, but it is very 
unlikely that they will be high. 

Growth in the Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative service area is expected to 
climb more than 131 percent in the 
next 10 years. Canalization of the 
Kaskaskia River played a big part in 
boosting the growth figures. Industrial 
growth, bringing with it residential 
growth in the Kaskaskia basin has 
played an important factor in the 
Steeleville-based cooperative’s plans 
for the future. 

Along with this potential, the pro¬ 
posed coal gasification plant south of 
New Athens, will itself bring in 
satellite residential growth of a pro¬ 
portion that must be considered in any 
future power requirement planning. 

Along with these factors, Egyptian 
officials are expecting a tremendous 
growth in the Carbondale- 
Murphysboro area, where it already 
serves over 2200 members. 

Southern Illinois Electric Coopera- 
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Cutoff the electricity 
and your life can 
be drastically 
affected for 
several hours. 

Cut off your earning power and your life 
can be drastically affected for years. 
Like electricity, good health is something 
we often take for granted But just as light¬ 
ning can suddenly cut off the electrical 
power, disability can just as quickly cut 
off your earnings At a time when medical 
bills are added to the cost of everyday 
living, the loss of your income can be 
especially serious 

Your Disability Income Protection Plan can 
help see to it that you will have money to 
live on when you are unable to work be¬ 
cause of a covered illness or injury 
These are tax free benefits to help replace 
your paycheck. You use it on your family 
needs as you see fit. 

For more information regarding this Dis¬ 
ability Income Protection Plan, just mail 
in the coupon below Or contact your local 
Mutual of Omaha representative 

L Earl Cutler 
7600 West Main Street • P O Box 965 
Belleville. Illinois 62223 
Phone: (618) 398-1950 

S B Stottrup 
111 East Decatur • Decatur, Illinois 62525 
Phone: (217) 429-5495 

A H Harris 
1119 South Sixth Street 
Springfield, Illinois 62705 
Phone: (217) 528-3434 

Lee Weckerly Division Office 
P.O Box 419 
Rockford, Illinois 61105 
Jack B Williams 
Jack Williams Division Office 
285 South Plazaway 
Cape Girardeau. Missouri 63701 
Phone: (314) 334-2841 

R L Thomas 
309-10 Bondi Building 
Galesburg, Illinois 61401 

UNDtRMRITIEN BY 

Mutual JTN 
^OmahaxL/ 
People you can count on 

Life Insurance Affiliate: United of Omaha 

MC1U4I Of OMAHA INSUB4NCI COMPANY 

HOME OEEKI OMAHA. NEBIASKA 

Disability Income Protection Plan 
Mutual of Omaha • Dodge at 33rd Street 
Omaha, Nebraska 68131 

Dept 2R 1 

I would appreciate having a licensed representative explain a program of Disability 
Income Protection to me. 

NAME    

ADDRESS    

CITY      STATE  ZIP. 

FILL OUT AND MAIL TODAY. NO OBLIGATION! 
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Across the 
Manager’s Desk 
G. V. Beer, Manager 

As was announced in the November 
issue of Illinois Rural Electric News 
magazine, a rate increase will be neces¬ 
sary in early 1976 to meet the 
financial requirements of your co¬ 
operative. 

The rate increase will amount to 10 
percent applied across the board to all 
rate classifications and will be re¬ 
flected in all bills received on or after 
April 1, 1976. This means that if you 
receive your two-month’s bill on April 
1, all electricity used after your 
January meter reading will be at the 
new rate. If you are on the alternate 
cycle and don’t receive your bill until 
May 1, it will mean that all electricity 
used after your February meter 
reading will be at the new rate. 

The 10-percent increase will gen¬ 
erate an additional $327,000 of 
revenue in fiscal 1976. These ad¬ 
ditional funds will be used for the 
following purposes: 
1. Increased material and supply costs. 
2. Increased labor rates. 
3. Increased debt service costs from a 

$2,774,000 loan now pending with 
the Rural Electrification Admin¬ 
istration and the National Rural 
Utilities Cooperative Financing Cor¬ 
poration for capital system improve¬ 
ments. 

4. To facilitate maintaining minimum 
financial rates required by the above 
mentioned capital fund lenders. 

5. To facilitate maintenance of an 
adequate reserve account for storm 
damage. 
You will recall that at the end of 

fiscal 1974, Corn Belt had incurred a 
net operating loss of $120,911.03. As 
of the end of the third quarter of this 
year we are operating in the black with 
a small margin of $21,3 34.44. The rate 

increase is mandatory to keep the 
operation in the black during 1976. 

Your board of directors and 
management staff wish to inform you 
that they are doing everything possible 
to minimize costs in the operation of 
your electric cooperative. Even though 
the cost of electric energy has risen 
considerably during the past few years, 
let’s not forget that it’s still one of the 
most efficient, dependable and eco¬ 
nomical servants we have. 

We urge you to also do your part by 
doing everything possible to conserve 
electric energy. If you would like free 
technical assistance as to how you can 
save money through the more efficient 
use of electric energy, please call us 
and we will set up an appointment for 
one of our skilled power use advisors 
to meet with you at your convenience. 

If you have any questions we ask 
you to call, write, or stop by the office 
to see us. We’d be happy to discuss 
this matter at your convenience. 

How’s Your 
Insulation? 

To save money during cold weather, 
we encourage you to add to your 
comfort by using more and better 
insulation. 

An uninsulated or poorly insulated 
house can waste 50 to 60 percent of 
its heat. Insulation will pay for itself in 
two or three years by reducing water 
heating bills. Air conditioning costs 
will decrease, too. 

Any building material insulates, but 
some are mainly structural and in¬ 
sulate only slightly. The purpose of 
insulation is to retard the flow of heat 
from warm areas to cold area's. All 
materials do this to varying degrees, 
but many thick, heavy materials, con¬ 
crete for example, only slightly retard 
the flow about as much as a kitchen 
strainer held under a faucet slows 
down running water. 

In an existing house with no in¬ 
sulation or a limited amount, the 
choice of materials is restricted to 
loose fills made up of organic or 
inorganic materials. These come in 
cellular, grandular or modular forms. 
The contractor handling the insulation 
job normally drills holes in the walls to 
air-blow the loose insulation into the 
vacant spaces. 

Attics are not as much of a problem 
because rolls of batting or blanket 
insulation, (containing mineral, glass 
wool, or wood fiber) can be laid down 
between joists. Insulation can also be 
poured or blown. Also, some floor¬ 
boards can be taken up to add loose 
fill insulation. 

Polyurethane foam is one of the 
newest insulating materials. It is some¬ 
what more costly than conventional 
insulation, but is a highly effective 
insulator against heat and cold when 
sprayed into wall cavities. It can also 
be sprayed on basement walls. 

And one of the easiest and least 
costly insulated methods is the exten¬ 
sive use of caulking, weather stripping 
and storm windows and doors. Adding 
storm windows and weather stripping 
can cut fuel bills by 15 percent. Do 
not forget the fireplace damper. Be 
sure the damper is closed when the 
fireplace is not in use. Addition of 
six-inch thick insulation to the ceiling 
and 3 5/8 inch thick insulation to the 
wall and two inch to the floor can 
bring the total reduction to 70 per¬ 
cent. To be effective, insulation must 
be properly installed. Proper place¬ 
ment of vapor barriers and venting are 
important. 

Many homeowners who have in¬ 
stalled insulation to cut fuel bills have 
discovered that once they have 
properly insulated their dwellings, 
they can make the conversion to elec¬ 
tric heating at a modest investment, 
with monthly utility bills comparable 
to oil and gas heating. 

12 ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS 



iWtn5»aB3S«ja55S«32St385S»3JSSS3ER{W55=SSS33{3S55SS| 

from 
Corn Belt Electric Cooperative 

EMPLOYEES Maurice Farthing Robert Smith 
Jack Funk Ronald Stack 

Richard Albert Donald Golden Frank Stevens, Jr. 
Walter Armstrong Gary Gwin Danny Slice 
G. V. Beer Patrick Hall, Jr. Virgil Thomas 
William Berg Bruce Hill E. J. Weatherley 
Marcella Brienen Lyle Hinshaw Charles West 
James Buggar Dorothy Hocker Calvin Williams 
Michael Butler Vincent (jams Clifford Williams 
Howard Campbell Arvon Jacobssen, Jr. Michael Wingett 
Keith Campbell Stanley Kozlowski Larry Young 
Robert Campbell Charles Kyle 
Jan Carrington Delbert McFarland 
James Coan Ronald McGuire DIRECTORS 
Darrel Cobb Rodger McKeon 
Deloris Cook Judith Melcher John Alpers 
Joe Crosno Buelah Miller John Butterfield 
Russell Curtis Joyce Miller Gene Dressier 
Roger Dahl Kathy Misch Homer Jeckel 
Rolland Dahl Mark Peterson Thomas Johns 
Elmer Diede Roy Raney Harry Miller 
Gerald Durflinger Jeffrey Reeves J. D. Moberly 
James Dustin Dennis Roberts Dorothy Rengel 
Elmer Edwards Edward Ruhrup Frank L. Simpson 
Richard Elliott Donald Schwarzlose Willis Sommer 
Keith Erickson Dorothy Scott John W. H. Tompkins 
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The life a national crow calling 
champion leads while he is still in 

competition isn’t all glory, Herb 
Dieckmann of Vandalia can attest to 
that. 

“Mess up once and come back 
with only one lousy crow and you’ll 
never hear the end of it,” Dieckmann 
said, telling how that happened to him 
during the 25th annual crow shoot 
which was held in Southern Illinois. 
And how as the old saying goes, he 
had to “eat crow” because of it. 

What was even worse, a photog¬ 
rapher was present, the crow was 
placed on a meat platter, Dieckmann 
was given a bib and carving utensils 
and the whole humiliating scene was 
captured on film and reproduced in a 
number of newspapers. 

Dieckmann still chuckles when he 
tells the story and swears it was an 
“isolated incident” and has over 30 
trophies won in crow calling and 
shooting competition to prove it. 

He won his first championship in 
1954 and topped the field once again 
in 1964, placing well up in the running 
all the years between, with the ex¬ 
ception of that one year. 

A crow shooting and calling 
championship is held over a specified 
area of several counties. Hunters draw 
by lot, an area in which they are to 
hunt and are given an hour to get 
there, three hours to “call in” and 
shoot the crows and an hour to return 
to the tourney headquarters. 

To win the 1954 championship, 
Dieckmann killed 27 crows in his 
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