
the worlds first 

DESTROYS ALL ODORS 
FOR 366 DAYS ZT* 

EVEN ELIMINATES THE ODOR OF A SKUNK. 
Nothing to Push, Pull or Refill 
Leaves No Tell-Tale “Cover Up” Smell 
Hangs Like a Small Picture 
Self Activating 
Rest It On Shelf 
Mount On Any Clean, Dry Surface 

FOR ONLY 

{Jl/St 
*l9e 
"O' , , 

Kills odors in bathrooms, kitchens, 
office, pet areas, automobiles, 
basements, trucks anywhere! 

day!) 

CORK 

Now . . . get a year’s worth of fresh, odor- 
free air—for just about Vi# a day! This 
amazing new cake air freshener that hangs 
anywhere, works miraculously to clear the 
air and destroy odors from smoking, rest¬ 
rooms, cooking, garbage, pets, spilled foods, 
chemicals, perspiration, crowds, staleness, 
mustiness, sinks—anything. 

25 W. Merrick Rd., Dept. SEO 65, Freeport, N.Y. 11520 
Serving Satisfied Customers 

for over 25 Years 

„ ORDER BY MAIL WITH CONFIDENCE 
r ~ 30-DAY MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 

Jay Norris Corp. 25 W. Merrick Rd., 
Dpnt SFO-65. Freeaort. N Y 11520 

Dazie Disk, deodorizer cake is not a cover- 
up; it gives off no odor of its own! Its spe¬ 
cial formula works to kill ALL unpleasant 
odors and does it so completely and so 
swiftly that even if a skunk were to spray 
your room, the smell would be gone. 

Works without, the inconvenience and un¬ 
certainties of canned sprays, or the heavy 
“medicated” aroma of other deodorant disks. 
It actually makes stale air “come alive!” 
Hurry, order now . . . Dazie Disk costs only 
$1.99 . . . Put a'Dazie Disk in every room 
in the house. Order them in sets of two for 
just $3.50, 6 for $9.00. (Please add 50? 
postage and handling with each individual 
order.) 

Please rush me__     Dazie Disk(s) 
I @ $1.99 plus 50? shipping and handling. 
j □ SAVE! Order TWO for only $3.50 plus | 
| 600 shipping and handling. 
! □ SAVE MORE! Order SIX for only 
I $9.00 plus $1.00 shipping and handling. 
I Enclosed is □ check or □ money order j 
■ for $  

(N.Y. residents add sales tax.) 
PRINT NAME  j 

| ADDRESS  | 
| CITY  j 
j STATE ZIP  j 
4 © Jay Norris Corp., 1973  [ 



Co-op Comments 

Menard Electric News 
MENARD ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 

Petersburg, Illinois 62675 Phone 632-7746 

"News about Electrified Farms and Homes in the Heart of the Lincoln Country" 

As we usher in the year 1974, the 

employees and directors of your 

cooperative extend New Year’s 

Greetings to you, our members. OUR 
wish for you is the best year ever. 

?{c ste sjc 

Charles H. Cowin of Kilbourne, 

completed 26 years of service with 

your cooperative on January 3. Charlie 

is the lineman in the Havana area. 

The Annual Meeting of your 

cooperative, normally occurring in 

February or early March, will be held 

during the summer. Watch for the 

exact date, which will be announced 

later. 

Your attention is directed to a 

separate article in this issue relative to 

a change in billing and meter reading 

dates. Your cooperation in this change 

will be appreciated. 

Thinking about building a new 

home? We have a few copies of 

“Homes for Rural Electric Living’’ 

which are available to you. Just stop 

by the office and ask for a copy. 
***** 

Those who received 15-year service 
awards were Dorland W. Smith, left, 
and James Bearden. Edward Rogers 
and Frances Dixon were absent. 
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Sixteen Receive Service Awards 
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ABOVE: Receiving 
congratulations from Cooperative 
Manager John Root upon completion 
of five years with your cooperative 
are, from left: Marjorie Crawford, 
Phyllis McCoy and Orene Haynes. 
Absent was Alvin Davis, president of 
the board. RIGHT: Honorees for 
W-year service were Lawrence Kyes, 
left, and Robert Zook. Absent was 
C. Kenneth Smith. BELOW: Over 135 
years of dedication to the rural electric 
program are represented in left, Harold 
Brunk, 25 years; John Root, 20 years; 
Evalena Borchert, 30 years; Albert 
Hinrichs, 35 years, and Carl T. 
A tterberry, 25 years. 



Essay Contest New Billing Procedures 

NEW ELECTRIC BILLING AND METER READING SCHEDULE 
Beginning in February, 1974, bills for electric service from Menard 

Electric Cooperative will be rendered on or about the 20th of each month. In 
order to facilitate this new billing schedule, each consumer will receive a bill 
on February 1, which as you know, will be for the electricity used during the 
month of December. On or about February 20, another bill will be rendered 
for the electricity used during the month of January, which bill will be due 
and payable when presented and should be paid within 10 days. If payment is 
not received within 1 5 days of the billing date, “a last reminder” will be sent 
and a $.50 charge will be added to the account. If payment is not received by 
the cooperative before the collection date shown on the ‘‘last reminder,” the 
collection policy for overdue accounts will be in effect. 

This change in billing dates will allow your cooperative to more nearly 
maintain the same 30-day period for purchases and sales of electric energy. 
We do not foresee any particular problems for you as a consumer with this 
new procedure. 

The directors and employees of your cooperative solicit your 
conscientious cooperation in this changeover, by asking you to follow the 
usual practice of reading the meter and paying your energy bill promptly 
when it is received. 

THE ENERGY CRISIS! 
During the past several weeks 

many of our members have asked if 

there would be an adequate supply of 

electricity through the coming year. 

Many df our members tell us that 

the oil and gas shortage has affected 

them either by reduced quantities 

available, increased cost, or both. 

While we do not minimize the gravity 

of the situation, the primary purpose 

of this article is to assure the 

member-owners of Menard Electric 

Cooperative that we do not foresee a 

serious power shortage—certainly not 

at this time or in the near future. 
We are very fortunate in this area, 

since most of the electricity purchased 

by your cooperative and in turn by its 
members, is generated by coal-fired 

boilers. 
We do not anticipate any difficulty 

in providing you with adequate 

electrical power. However, in the 

national interest, we strongly urge you 

to comply with the suggested measures 

to conserve energy. 

While we are not in a position to 

suggest areas where you can reduce 

your own individual electric 

consumption, we do suggest that you 

be mindful of the places where you 

might be losing electricity, and/or 

heat, and remedy them. 

Some of the steps taken at your 

cooperative headquarters to conserve 

energy are: 

1. Thermostats in the office have 

been lowered by five degrees. 

2. No supplemental heating is 

allowed. 

3. Night lighting inside the 

warehouse has been reduced to 

a minimum of two lights in the 

garage area,-which are left on 

for security purposes. 

4. Exhaust fans have been turned 

off each night. 

5. Lighting has been reduced in 
the office area and only 

minimum lighting for security 
purposes is used at night. 

6. The electrical sign located 
outside the cooperative office 

building has been turned off. 

7. The temperature in both the 

warehouse and garage areas has 

been lowered by five degrees. 

8. The maximum speed of all 

cooperative vehicles has been 

reduced to 55 miles per hour. 

In addition, each employee has 

been urged to examine his own 

personal living habits to secure 

additional savings in the use of energy. 

With the help of all Americans, we’re 

sure that we can solve the energy crisis 

and will do so with the least possible 

delay. 

The directors of Menard Electric 

Cooperative are pleased to sponsor an 

essay contest which will permit two 

high school juniors from the 

cooperative’s service area to win a 

week’s all-expense paid trip to 

Washington, D.C., and other points of 

interest. 

Essays are judged on originality, 

accuracy of facts, content and 

composition. Winners will leave 

Springfield on June 8 and will return 

June 1 5. 

CONTEST RULES 

WHO MAY ENTER: Any high 

school student enrolled in the 11th 

grade and attending a high school 
serving, or substantially serving, the 

same area as Menard Electric 

Cooperative. 

HOW TO ENTER: Write an essay 

containing at least 500 words, but not 

exceeding 1,000 words, entitled 
“Menard Electric Cooperative—Its 
Role in the Solution of the Energy 
Crisis.” 

FORM OF ENTRY: Essays should 
be typed on SYi by 11” paper, double 
spaced, one side only. 

MAILING THE ESSAY: Essays 
should be mailed to Menard Electric 
Cooperative, Petersburg, 
Illinois 62675, no later than April 1. 
Completed entry blank must 
accompany essay. 

JUDGING: Final judging will be 
based on 20 points each for 
originality, composition, accuracy of 
fact, contents and oral answers to 
judges’ questions. Judging will be 
completed by May 1 by competent 
business and professional people 
within the cooperative area. 

Winners of the 1973 Essay Contest 
were Donna Stevens, (right), of 
Pleasant Plains, presently a senior at 
Pleasant Plains High School, and Greg 
Richardson, Riverton, presently a 
senior at Tri-City High School. 
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-what’s 
new 

Vinyl-Clad Freezer 
Kelvinator offers a wood grain 

vinyl-clad food freezer. The 8.27 
cubic-foot unit is especially suit¬ 
able for use in apartments, mo¬ 
bile homes, family rooms or in 
other areas where space is at a 
premium. The freezer features 
Trimwall construction, a foam 
insulation that takes up less space. 
The unit has a capacity of 289 
pounds of frozen foods, and is 
only 35 inches by 23 13/16 inches 
deep, including handles and 
hinges. 

Dial-A-Matic 
The Hoover Automatic Power Drive Vacuum Gleaner is self-pro¬ 

pelled by an “action grip.” A light touch on the handle moves the unit 
forward or to the rear. Standard features include a lockout button for 
manual control, wide angle headlight, a power dial to regulate suction, 
a signal that lights up when the bag is full and the automatic floating 
rug adjustment adapts to shag, low pile or anything in between. The 

.suggested retail price is $169.95.  ^ 

Price Controls 

Asked B 
WASHINGTON, D.C. (CNS) — 

Three leaders of consumer groups | 
asked in a press conference here for | 
price controls on fuel supplies to ^ 
prevent the poor from being left out r‘ 

and oil companies from getting ex- 
cess profits. 

Speaking in behalf of the con- j 
sumer were Ralph Nader, the na- j 
tion’s best known consumer advo¬ 
cate; Lee White, chairman of the / 
Energy Policy Task Force of the i 
Consumer Federation of America, " 
and the Rev. Jesse Jackson, director / 
of the Chicago-based PUSH (People ] 
United to Save Humanity). 

Nader said that industry, which 
uses 70 percent of the fuel in the 
nation, could trim consumption by 
30 to 40 percent simply by not be- j 
ing wasteful. He mentioned General 
Motors, International Telephone and 
Telegraph and Radio Corporation jj 
of America as examples of large in- j 
dustries which might save from 10 
to 25 percent on fuel without spend- j 
ing a cent. ; 

“They simply apply thrift factors ! 
—so as to not use unnecessary | 
amounts of fuel,” said Nader. He 
listed these as cutting down boilers 
when not needed, trimming electri¬ 
cal use and shutting off machinery 
when not in use, among other things. I: 

All three charged that oil com- i 
panics withhold large amounts of ^ 
oil reserves from the market. They j 
said oil companies could obtain vast j 
amounts of oil through secondary f 
and tertiary recovery methods. They 
charged that oil firms take only about 1/ 
one-third of the oil from a field be- J 
cause it’s cheaper to do so. They | 
then move on to other fields, includ¬ 
ing overseas, where the drilling costs : ; 
are much lower than in the U.S. 
One estimate is that the drilling cost : 
per barrel in the U.S. is $2.40 com¬ 
pared to 6^ a barrel in some Mideast 
nations. 

Nader said he will ask the nation’s 
top 100 firms what they are doing 
to save fuel and will ask teams of ^ 
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4 of love ^ 
of loy3}ty 

3cups of forgiVeness 

*cup of friendship 

onefship and h0no ' nes 

Mix 4 cups of love, 2 cups of loyalty, 3 cups of forgiveness 
. . . Here’s a recipe for everyone in the family ... a 
recipe that anyone can try and is guaranteed to come out 
beautifully as long as you follow the instructions! It’s a recipe 
for happiness . . . it’s a recipe that will make your life 
deeper and more profound. Yet it’s told so simply and directly, 
no one can fail to appreciate its message. In fact it’s all 
the wisdom you’ll ever need to keep your home full of joy . . . 
help you over the rough spots . . . and remind you of the 
contributions you must make to keep love alive 
and make it grow. 
But this piece is more than a message, it’s a beautiful 
decorator piece printed in full color on fine linen and finished 
with hardwood rods top and bottom. Just to look at it will 
lift your spirits. An ideal gift ... a homey reminder that all 
life expects is for you to put in as much as you’d like to 
take out. A full 14" x 17" it’s yours for only $1.99, and since it 
has such universal appeal, why not order another as a 
thoughtful gift, two for just $3.50 (please add 50c postage and 
handling with each order). 

Please rush me Wall Hanging(s) 
$1.99 plus 50c shipping and handling. 
□ SAVE! Order TWO for only $3.50 plus 50c 
for shipping and handling. 
□ SAVE More! Order SIX for only $9.00 plus 
$1.00 for shipping and handling. 
□ SAVE More! Order TWELVE for $18.00 
plus $1.50 for shipping and handling. 
Enclosed is □ check or □ money order for 
$  
(N.Y. residents add sales tax.) 

PRINT NAME 

BUY WITH CONFIDENCE— 
30-DAY MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE _ 

Jay Norris Corp., 25 W. Merrick Rd., 
Dept. SEO-113 Freeport, N.Y. 11520 

Full Color 
Linen WALL 
HANGING 
Makes 
Charming 
Decoration 

Recipe 

CORP. 
ADDRESS 

CITY  

25 W. Merrick Rd., Freeport, N.Y. 11520 
Serving Satisfied Customers for over 25 Years 

STATE ZIP  
Jay Norris Corp., 1973 _ _ _ 
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Menard Electric News 
MENARD ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 

Petersburg, Illinois 62675 Phone 632-7746 

“News about Electrified Farms and Homes in the Heart of the Lincoln Country” 

TIPS FOR 
COLD WEATHER 

STARTING 
Several months ago, tips for cold 

weather starting were given in the 

Menard Electric News. However, with 

the numerous instances we observed of 

people having to start automobiles 

with booster cables, we thought it 

proper at this time to present again a 

few tips on starting your automobile 

in cold weather. 

Since the battery being charged 

emits hydrogen gas and mixes with 

oxygen, it becomes quite explosive. A 

spark may be drawn when connecting 

another battery for booster purposes 

which can cause an explosion by 

igniting the gas in the top of the 

battery. Not only will this ruin the 

battery, but it can splatter acid onto 

your face, eyes or clothing and cause 

severe burns. We therefore caution all 
of our members to be extremely 

careful when using booster cables to 

start an automobile. 

The recommended procedure for 

jumping batteries is to connect the 

positive terminals first then make the 

ground or negative contact to the car’s 

bumper or another similar part of the 

frame away from the battery. You 

may remove the ground terminal from 

the block before making the negative 

connection, also. This eliminates the 

probability of an arc in the area of the 

emitted gas when the connection is 

made. 

Also, when you are connecting 

your battery charger to a battery, 

make certain you connect the charger 

to the battery terminals before it is 

plugged into an electrical outlet. When 

disconnecting the charger, reverse the 

procedure and unplug the charger 

before disconnecting the connections 
to the battery. 

ELECTRICITY 
CONSERVES 

BASIC 
ENERGY 

FACT: The more electricity we 

use for everyday needs, the more basic 

energy we save. 

If all gas post lights in the United 

States were replaced by 

photo-electrically operated electric 

post lights, the basic energy saved 

would heat, electrically, all the homes 
in an average American city of more 

than one million people. 
It is estimated there are 125 

million gas pilot lights in furnaces, 
ranges, water heaters and 
dryers—burning every second of every 
day. This wasted energy would provide 
the electric heating requirements of a 
typical American city of 10-million 
people. 

USE ELECTRIC 
HEAT WISELY 

If you have electric heat in your 

home, here are some tips which will 

help you to get the most comfort and 

efficiency for your money. 

First, set the thermostat at a 

comfortable level and leave it there. 

With convection or radiant heating 

systems, a setting of 70 degrees is 

usually comfortable; forced air 

systems may require a slightly higher 

setting. However, with the 

government’s request for reduction of 

the temperature in your home, the 

setting of 68 to 69 degrees would be 

proper. 

Heating costs will normally 

increase about three or four percent 

for every degree you raise the 

thermostat above the normal setting. 

Co-op Comments 
One of the secrets of raising a child 

properly is knowing WHEN to give 

him a big hand—and WHERE! 
* ** * 

A warranty is that which expires 

just before the product does. 
**** 

If the water in the clothes washer 

seems to be running slowly, check the 

filters that may be in the ends of the 

hoses which fasten to the faucets. 

Chances are they are partially clogged. 

The White House is on 

Pennsylvania Avenue, but it’s a shame 

to have to open a Watergate to get 

there. 

Some people never learn anything 

because they understand everything 

too soon. 

Don’t mess around with electrical 

equipment you know nothing about, 
call an experienced serviceman. 

**** 

Terry L. Cutright of Petersburg, an 

apprentice lineman for your 

cooperative, suffered a broken leg at 

work on December 28. Terry is 

recovering rapidly and expects to 

return to work in April or May. 
* ** * 

Your cooperative appreciates the 

assistance which many of our members 

are giving by making advanced 

preparation for new service. We 

encourage everyone who is 

contemplating new service, be it for 

crop drying, new residence or 

revamping of existing services, to 

contact the cooperative office first. As 

this article is being written, a dozen 

applications for crop drying services 

have been filed. We remind everyone 

who is thinking about new facilites for 

drying grain to advise the cooperative 

of your plans before J uly 1. 
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POTPOURRI 
Meter Reading 
Please be sure to read your meter 

and enclose the reading on the stub of 

your bill when you make your 

monthly payment. It is not unusual 
for us to receive monthly payments 

without the meter reading being 

submitted. When this happens it causes 

complications, not only for the billing 

department, but also for you during 
the next two billing periods. 

If the meter reading is not 

submitted, the following month an 

estimated bill is prepared. The second 

month, if a reading has been received, 
an adjusted bill is then prepared 

covering the two months of usage. 

Quite often this creates questions in 
the minds of the member and, with 

several hundred accounts to be 

handled by hand, it creates additional 

cost to your cooperative in the 

computation of these accounts. 

Your assistance in submitting the 

meter reading each month as you pay 

your energy bill will be appreciated. In 

turn, we will be able to give you, the 

member, a more accurate record of 

your electrical usage on a month by 

month basis. 

"Waste Not, 
Want Not" 

“Waste not, want not is a maxim / 

would teach 

Let your watchword be dispatched, 

and practice what you preach. 

Do not let your chances like sunbeams 
pass you by, 

For you never miss the water, till the 

well runs dry. ” 

This sound advice appeared in 

Peterson’s magazine in the year 1876 

and is well remembered as 

down-to-earth Americanism. 
Sooner or later, however, we learn 

that good advice too often goes 

unheeded. Now, nearly 100 years after 

this adage was written, it’s kind of sad 

to discover that we never missed 

gasoline until the station sign said 

“Out of Gas” and the gas company 

permitted “No New” connections. 

“Waste not, want not” brings to 

mind the concept of Yankee thrift, 

frugal pioneer life and the wisdom of 

Ben Franklin’s sayings in Poor 

Richard’s Almanac. 

Now is a good time for 
remembering these things, for from all 
quarters come warnings of impending 
shortages in almost all forms of 
energy. 

Through the years we have largely 
overlooked the time honored 
admonition of “Waste not, want not.” 
Now that gas and oil are in short 
supply and with environmental 
concerns drastically slowing the 
construction of new coal burning 
power plants, the time is at hand when 
“Waste Not, want not” may mean 
exactly what it says. Turned around, 
continue our wasteful ways and we 
may soon be shivering in the dark. 

The importance of studying 
history was very difficult for this 
writer to understand during his school 
days. As the years pass, the necessity 
and the importance of studying 
history becomes ever so mindful. As 
Benjamin Franklin said, “Some are 
weather wise, some are otherwise” and 
“We must indeed hang together or 
most assuredly we shall all hang 
separately.” 

Sodden Thought: Travel is 

educational—it teaches you that 
enough luggage is TOO much. 

Any golfer will testify that you 

don’t have to be Irish to be PUTTING 

on the green. 
**** 

Second Sodden Thought: The 

worst thing about retirement is having 
to drink coffee on your own time. 

*** * 

Safety and the 
Use of Portable 
Electric Heaters 

We at Menard Electric Cooperative 
are hearing more and more about 
people buying portable electric 
heaters. First, let me say that extreme 
care should be taken in their selection 
and use. Most electric heaters are not 
designed or intended to replace a total 
heating system, but are fine to 
supplement your present heating 
system. 

There are several heaters available 
that do not create any safety hazards 
for you and your home. If you 
contemplate buying a small heater, 
make sure it carries the UL label, get 
the right size for the area to be heated 
and expect your electric bill to 
increase. 

DON’T: 
1. Leave portable heaters 
unattended. 
2. Place near drapes, towels, 
furniture or other flammables. 
3. Over-fuse circuits where the unit 
is plugged in. 
4. Leave on overnight. 
5. Plug into an extension cord. 
6. Leave small children alone in a 
room heated with an electric unit. 
Most circuits that are available for 

operating portable electric heaters are 
15 ampere fuses or breakers. Many of 
our older homes still have a 60 ampere 
service capacity, which is not capable 
of carrying additional loads. We would 
suggest that you contact your local 
electrician and have him determine 
whether or not you may properly use 
electric heaters on particular circuits. 

AND THEY SAY, 
EVEN THIS 

IS NOT AN ANSWER (How about an electric blanket???) 

THAT OLD ROBBER FIREPLACE 

A fireplace may be romantic or nostalgic, depending on your age, but it can be 

a real gulper of heat if you don’t use it properly. 

Remember that a fireplace creates a draft. When you have a roaring fire going, 
cut off your central heat. This can be a problem with ducted heat since there is 

usually only one thermostat. Rooms not warmed by the fireplace would get cold. 

An alternative would be to lower the thermostat setting to the point that the 

central heating system cycles only once in awhile. 

If you use a fireplace every night, don’t kid yourself that you’re saving money 
on heat. Your fireplace damper is staying open almost all the time, and you’re 

sending money up the chimney. 

FEBRUARY 1974 
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what’s o newK 
Trimatron 

Trimatrontm, a new compact 
dimmer device is available from 
the L e v i t o n Manufacturing 
Company. The compactness of 
the switch allows for maximum 
space inside switch boxes, mak¬ 
ing installation faster and easier 
and thin enough for any wall 
system including mobile/modu- 
lar structures. Trimatrontm fea¬ 
tures a full dimming range 
with clockwise rotary action for 
reliable switch action. The 600- 
watt dimmer is backed by a 
full-year factory warranty. 

Microwave Oven 
A new “dual-power” microwave oven that allows greater cooking 

flexibility, as well as improved browning and defrosting, has been 
introduced by Sears, Roebuck and Co. The unit uses two energy levels, 
the “high” setting is perfect for fast cooking and the “low” level per¬ 
mits defrosting. There are no temperature controls to set because the 
oven cooks by time, not temperature. To operate the unit, only the 
power buttons and the timer is needed. The oven automatically shuts 
itself off and a bell signals the end of the cooking time. The unit 
operates on a standard 120-volt household current; no special wiring is 
needed. 

Hard Work 

And Long Hours 

(continued from page 14) 

Schewe pointed out that it is im¬ 
portant for the consumer to under¬ 
stand the dairymen’s side. 

“There are other risks to which 
the dairyman is subjected, such 
as medical care,” Schewe said. 
“Any cow receiving medical treat¬ 
ment which is necessary to maintain 
a quality herd, is essentially out of 
production. Medicine affects the milk 
and it can’t be sold. So, for several 
days a dairyman is losing money.” 

Schewe does see a future in dairy 
farming, particularly, on a larger 
scale. But the investment for such an 
operation is complex, too. 

“Eventually I’d like to have a 
facility which would handle a 125- 
cow milking herd,” Schewe said. 
“And to comply with new ideas in 
environmental protection, it would 
be a deodorized unit so the wind 
wouldn’t carry the scent of the barn¬ 
yard. But to set up such an operation, 
it would require an additional invest¬ 
ment in equipment, buildings and an 
extra silo, which would cost about 
$95,000.” 

Schewe’s wife, Joy, was raised in 
St. Louis. But since her marriage, she 
has adapted to the dairy life quite 
well. 

“I love the farm,” she said. “At 
first it was hard to get used to 
getting up at 5 a.m. every morning, 
but now I don’t mind at all. We milk 
twice a day but the only time I’m on 
duty is in the mornings. It takes us 
from about 5:30 to 9 a.m. to get the 
cows fed and milked, even with three 
of us working full time, Ron, myself 
and a helper.” 

Joy doesn’t work during the even¬ 
ing’s milking. A part-time employee 
joins with Ron and the full-time 
helper. It’s not an easy job, although 
it may be enjoyable. It’s also a seven- 
day-a-week, 52-weeks a year job, 
which doesn’t leave much time for a 
vacation. 

But thanks to the use of modern, 
electrically operated milking parlor, 
the Schewes do find their time to 
take a break from the yearly work. 
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• This gorgeous tree is known as the scarlet maple, the 
red maple, or the EVER CHANGING MAPLE. 

• Beautiful Red Scarlet leaves in the fall of the year, 
and beautiful deep dark green leaves in the spring 
of the year. 

• Grows approximately 25-30 feet over a five year period, 
which makes it one of the fastest growing shade trees 
in America today. 

• Many landscape architects, nursery men, and 
gardening experts refer to this tree as the “2 in 1” 
tree, because of its dual qualities of beauty and speed. 

• Now is the ideal time to plant this tree. 

UNQUESTIONABLY THE MOST 

OF 
CT 

JL 
IN AMERICA TODAY 

Actual unretouched photograph of a five year scarlet maple. • Shipped at 4 to 6 feet — all shipping cost paid. 

Beauty — This beautiful shade tree blazes a brilliant red 
color in the fall and an olive green color in the springtime. 
Yes, recognized tree experts agree it is the one tree that 
delivers beauty throughout the year. 

Height — This magnificent tree grows approximately 25 
to 30 feet over a five year period (see photograph) and 
eventually soars to a height of eighty feet or more. 

Hardiness — This tree is very hardy as the wood from 
maple trees is recognized as one of the hardiest. 

Adaptability — “The scarlet maple has one of the widest 
ranges of our native trees, growing from eastern central 
Canada to Florida, and because of its ease of transplanting 
it adapts to any type of soil.” (From All About Trees by 
E. Johnson). The one tree experts agree will grow anywhere 
in the U.S.A. 

• Due to the tremendous demand for this tree please 
allow two weeks for delivery. 

OUR CHALLENGE TO YOU 
It's almost too good to be true, but we feel so sure that 
these native collected trees are some of nature's most 
prized possessions that we are making you an outstanding 
offer. Our knowledge and experience of many years and our 
own research about this tree gives us confidence in the 
following challenge. If you can find just one negative com¬ 
ment by an expert printed in any magazine, periodical, or 
gardening book, we will give you any item from our cata¬ 
logue of over 400 varieties absolutely free of charge. We 
send a catalogue with every order. This offer is hard to 
beat! We are sure that anything you read anywhere about 
this beautiful scarlet maple will have nothing but praise 
and acclaim. 

TO BEAUTIFY YOUR HOME NOW ORDER 
TODAY ON A TWO WAY GUARANTEE 

Imagine! This beautiful tree shading your front yard and the looks 
of admiration and words of praise it will bring to your house and 
home. You’ll agree it lends lovely contrasts to its surroundings. 
Now the retail price of this tree is $4.98, but during this spring 
planting season our price is only $4.49. Yes, just a mere $4.49 for 
this beautiful shade tree. ORDER TODAY-YOU WILL BE PLEASED. 

"YTTYTVTYTTTYTYTYTTTTYYVVYTVYYTVVTVm 

► TWO WAY GUARANTEE ◄ 
►We are so sure that this is the most incredible shade tree that you’ve^ 
►ever seen, here is our 2-way, ironclad guarantee: (1) If, upon arrival, ^ 
►you are not completely satisfied, then return for a full refund: (2) Free< 
►replacement, for any reason, up to one full year. When have you eveM 
£seen a stronger guarantee? < 
LAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAM 

NURSERY BARN 
P.O. Box 712-C McMinnville, Tenn. 37110 
Please send us these beautiful shade trees, on a two-way guarantee, the trees 
indicated below. 
□ 1 Shade Tree $ 4.49 □ 4 Shade Trees (Save $6) $11.98 
□ 2 Shade Trees (Save $2) $ 6.98 □ 8 Shade Trees (Save $12) $21.98 

□ 16 Shade Trees (Save $16) $39.98 
I enclose $  in □ cash □ check □ money order 

Name  

Address    

City State Zip  
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NEW COOPERATIVE EMPLOYEES 
Co-op Comments 

Donald R. Reiser began 
employment with the cooperative on 
January 28, as a journeyman lineman 
in the Petersburg area. Don and his 
wife, Shirley, have moved to 
Petersburg from Shelbyville, Indiana. 
Don has had experience as a lineman 
with Shelby County REMC and so is 
no stranger to the rural electrification 
program. We welcome the Reiser’s to 
the Menard Electric family. 

to a 
meter 

Little meter on the pole 
Ain’t you got no heart or soul? 
Through the month out there you squat 
Recording every kilowatt. 

Sometimes without regard to season 
Your speed seems to be out of reason 
But statistics from the past 
Show that you are rarely fast. 

But even if you are not living 
Accurate answers you keep giving, 
And what is shown upon our bill 
Is what we ought to pay 

James F. Jacobs began 
employment with the cooperative on 
February 1, as a storekeeper in the 
warehouse at the cooperative’s 
headquarters. Jim was previously 
employed by Indian Point Division of 
MAPCO. Jim, his wife, Marinoka, and 
two children live in Athens. We 
welcome the Jacob’s to the Menard 
Electric family. 

It pays to have adequate 
insulation. For economy, comfort and 
energy conservation, adequate building 
insulation is a must. It is unwise to put 
electric heat, or any other heat for 
that matter, in a poorly insulated 
house. 

The purpose of insulation is to 
retard the flow of heat from warm 
areas to cold areas. Good insulation 
will pay for itself with the savings you 
realize in heating and cooling costs. 

Insulation also assures you a better 
constructed home which is quieter, 
more comfortable and closer to being 
truly comfort-controlled. 

All insulating materials are not the 
same. Therefore, make sure the 
insulation you use in your home will 
do the job you want it to do. Careful 
thought must be given to the amount 
needed as well as the correct 
application. 

One advantage of small cars is that 
you can squeeze twice as many of 
them into a traffic jam. 

Yes, inflation has hit again. We 
refer you to the next page 
immediately to the right of this article, 
with reference to rate adjustments 
effective as of February of this 
year. Should you have any questions, 
with reference to the change in rates, 
please do not hesitate to contact the 
cooperative office. 

ILLINOIS HISTORY QUIZ 
1. Tom Baldwin became famous in that field? 

a—architecture; b—baseball; c—dentistry; d—aviation 

2. How many Illinois governors were European-born? 
a—two; b—three; c—four; d—one 

3. Robert Todd Lincoln served as U. S. minister to what 
country? 
a—France; b—Germany; c—Great Britain; d—Belgium 

4. When was Adlai E. Stevenson I vice-president of the 
United States? 
a-1889-93; b-1893-9 7; c-1897-1901; d-1901 -05 

5. The Illinois Executive Mansion has just undergone 
extensive renovation. When was it originally built? 
a-1823; b-1855; c-18 78; d-1901 

(Answers on next page) 
Prepared by the 

Illinois State Historical Society 
Old State Capitol, Springfield 62706 
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RATE ADJUSTMENT 
It is not necessary to point out the 

high rate at which costs are advancing 

on everything purchased today, nor 

the struggle waged by Menard Electric 

to hold the line on the price of 

electricity. 

Through the years, we have been 

able to maintain an unusually low 

retail rate for rural service, and we are 

proud to maintain this objective. 

Although we give in to inflation 

grudgingly, it is necessary to revise our 

rates effective with the electricity used 

from Feb. 1, 1974, which will be 

billed to you March 20, 1974. 

In order that you may examine the 

rate for its approximate effect on your 

individual bill, a summary of the Farm 

&. Home Rate follows: 

Minimum 

Next 

Next 

Next 

40 kwhr 

60 kwhr 

100 kwhr 

500 kwhr 

All over 700 kwhr 

$4.50 

@ 5<t per kwhr. 

@ 4<t per kwhr. 

@ 2d: per kwhr. 
@ 1.7<t per kwhr. 

In addition a wholesale power cost adjustment and the Utility Tax (5 

percent at present) will be added. 

Security Lights are $3.50 per month, plus wholesale power cost adjustment 

and Utility Tax. 

All other rates are available in our office for your inspection. 

"GOOD OLD DAYS" 
"Get a horse” was a familiar phase 

during the early days of the often 

undependable and always slow 

horseless carriage. Apparently, the 

phrase is being revived by certain 

groups who say the horse is less of a 
threat to the environment than the 

air-polluting automobile. 

Talk about pollution—during the 

height of horse and buggy days in 

London this alternative to the auto 

deposited some 1,000 tons of manure 

on the streets every day. At the turn 

of the century, New York had an 

estimated horse population of more 

than 120,000 which contributed over 

1,300 tons of manure a day to the 

streets’ cleanup problems. 

To make a more contemporary 

comparison, if every auto, truck and 

bus in the U. S. were replaced with 

horses, these horses would produce 

over ten million tons of manure a day, 

certainly a dream for organic gardeners 

but a nightmare for city street 

cleaners. 

Illinois 
History 

Answers 
7. d, Aviation. Thomas Scott 

Baldwin (J860-1923), a native 

of Quincy, was a balloonist 

who became an early dirigible 

pilot and then an aviator. 

2. a, Two. John P. Altgeld 

(1893-97) was born Dec. 30, 

1847 in Germany, and Samuel 

H. Shapiro (1968-69) was born 

Apr. 25, 1907 in Estonia. 

3. c, Great Britain; he was 

appointed by President 

Benjamin Harrison in 1889. 

4. b, 7 893-9 7, during the second 

term of President Grover 

Cleveland. 

5. b, 1855. The Illinois Mansion 

is the third oldest in the U. S. 

of those built for the exclusive 

use of the governor. 

GIVE PROPER 
CARE TO 

YOUR 
ELECTRIC 

MOTOR 
With proper care electric motors 

will give years of trouble free service. 

This is a good time to service and clean 

electric motors around your farm 

and/or residence. The following are 

some guidelines which will add to 

motor life and efficiency. 

One of the most important parts 

of motor care is simple: keep it clean. 

An open motor requires a little more 

effort as the inside must also be 

cleaned. This can be done with a 

brush, a powerful vacuum cleaner or 
compressed air, but don’t use more 

than 60 pounds per square inch of air 

pressure. To much force can imbed 

particles in the windings or damage the 

insulation. 

Electric motors need very little 

lubrication, but that little is very 

important. Lubrication requirements 

vary considerably and the 

manufacturer’s recommendation is the 

best guide. Take care to not over 

lubricate. 

Motors with ball bearings come 

three ways, some are lubricated for life 

and require no service, others have 
grease fittings and should be lubricated 

about once a year. Care must be taken 

not to damage the bearing seals. With 
motor warm but not running, remove 

the relief plug in the bottom of the 

housing and pump new grease in until 

clean grease comes out the opening. In 

other motors, bearings must be packed 

in the same manner as wheel bearings. 

Remove end housings, clean and 

repack bearings and put extra greese in 

the cavities. 

Adequate wiring is vital to a 

motor. If wires are too small, voltage 

will drop, which causes amperage to go 

up and the motor overheats. This is 

the cause of many motor failures. 

Be sure switches and all 

connections are in good shape. Keep 

pulleys properly aligned and belts at 

the right tension. 
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’Over $17,000.00 
total protection 

for less than $15.00/month 
In an insurance plan. Dad needs the most protec¬ 

tion. But Mom should be protected, too, especially 
while the children are young. And the kids need some 
insurance to start with . .. protection they can always 
be sure of having, regardless of later health problems. 

All of these are combined in Congressional's Life 
Plan - an excellent, low-cost, starting plan for any 
family, and an equally good supplement for the 
family who needs added protection. 

The total amount of coverage and the monthly 
premium will depend, of course, on Dad and Mom's 
age and the number of children in your family. Just 
send us the information on the form below and we'll 
tell you exactly how much protection your family 
would have and what it would cost. 

Remember, you're not buying a thing. . .just getting 
the facts to make a decision. So clip the form below 
and mail now, while it's handy. Then, when you get 
the details, talk it over with your wife (or husband) 
and let us know if you're both interested. Fair 
enough? 

*The above plan is based on family group of husband, age 30; 
wife, age 28; and four children. Similar coverage available at 
comparable rates for ages 21 to 55. 

Husband's Name  Age  

Address  

City  State Zip  

Wife's Age No. of dependent children  

|QfVC| Congressional Life Insurance Company 
GOLDEN RULE BUILDING • LAWRENC6VILLE. ILLINOIS 62439 

"You cain't use it for a few minutes — it's busy 

mixin' up a batch of biscuits." 

If Ruptured 
TRY THIS OUT 

Modern Protection Provides Great 
Comfort and Holding Security 

An “eye-opening” revelation in sensi¬ 
ble and comfortable reducible rupture 
protection may be yours for tbe asking, 
•without cost or obligation. Full details 
of the new and different Itice Support 
will he sent you Free. Here's a Support 
that has brought joy and comfort to 
thousands—by releasing them from 
Trusses that bind and cut. Designed to 
securely hold a rupture up and in where 
it belongs and yet give freedom of body 
and genuine comfort. For full informa¬ 
tion—write today! WILLIAM S. KICK, 
Inc., ADAMS, A'. Y., 136U3 DKPT. p 

Clip-On Magnifiers 

Clip MAGNIFIERS on regular glasses. 
SEE CLEARER INSTANTLY. Read 
fine print. Do close work. Neat, metal 
frame. 10 day trial. SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED. Send age, sex. On 
arrival pay postman $4.95 plus C.O.D. 
or send only $4.95 and we pay postage. 
PRECISION OPTICAL CO.,Dept.l09-HRoch«ll«, III. 61068 

Get rid of all ROACHES 
and WATERBUGS with 

SURE KILL 
Or You Pay Nothing ♦ 

Roaches eat Sure Kill greedily and 
return to their nests which they 
contaminate, starting a chain re¬ 
action that wipes out all other 
roaches and eggs. 
Sure Kill never wears out, is abso¬ 
lutely odorless and safe to use. 
It contains no D.D.T. A single can 
cleans out six rooms and keeps 
them free of roaches and waterbugs 
for years. Money back guarantee. 
Send’ just S3.98 for one can, two 
for $6.98 postpaid. 

FOX ENTERPRISES 
Box 211 

MARION, KY. 42064 
Mir and Disti¬ 
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IN AMERICA TODAY 

• This gorgeous tree is known as the scarlet maple, the 
red maple, or the EVER CHANGING MAPLE. 

• Beautiful Red Scarlet leaves in the fall of the year, 
and beautiful deep dark green leaves in the spring 
of the year. 

• Grows approximately 25-30 feet over a five year period, 
which makes it one of the fastest growing shade trees 
in America today. 

• Many landscape architects, nursery men, and 
gardening experts refer to this tree as the “2 in 1” 
tree, because of its dual qualities of beauty and speed. 

• Now is the ideal time to plant this tree. 

UNQUESTIONABLY THE MOST 

Actual unretouched photograph of a five year scarlet maple. • Shipped at 4 to 6 feet — all shipping cost paid. 

Beauty — This beautiful shade tree blazes a brilliant red 
color in the fall and an olive green color in the springtime. 
Yes, recognized tree experts agree it is the one tree that 
delivers beauty throughout the year. 

Height — This magnificent tree grows approximately 25 
to 30 feet over a five year period (see photograph) and 
eventually soars to a height of eighty feet or more. 

Hardiness — This tree is very hardy as the wood from 
maple trees is recognized as one of the hardiest. 

Adaptability — “The scarlet maple has one of the widest 
ranges of our native trees, growing from eastern central 
Canada to Florida, and because of its ease of transplanting 
it adapts to any type of soil.’’ (From All About Trees by 
E. Johnson). The one tree experts agree will grow anywhere 
in the U.S.A. 

• Due to the tremendous demand for this tree please 
allow two weeks for delivery. 

OUR CHALLENGE TO YOU 
It’s almost too good to be true, but we feel so sure that 
these native collected trees are some of nature’s most 
prized possessions that we are making you an outstanding 
offer. Our knowledge and experience of many years and our 
own research about this tree gives us confidence in the 
following challenge. If you can find just one negative com¬ 
ment by an expert printed in any magazine, periodical, or 
gardening book, we will give you any item from our cata¬ 
logue of over 400 varieties absolutely free of charge. We 
send a catalogue with every order. This offer is hard to 
beat! We are sure that anything you read anywhere about 
this beautiful scarlet maple will have nothing but praise 
and acclaim. 

TO BEAUTIFY YOUR HOME NOW ORDER 
TODAY ON A TWO WAY GUARANTEE 

Imagine! This beautiful tree shading your front yard and the looks 
of admiration and words of praise it will bring to your house and 
home. You’ll agree it lends lovely contrasts to its surroundings. 
Now the retail price of this tree is $4.98, but during this spring 
planting season our price is only $4.49. Yes, just a mere $4.49 for 
this beautiful shade tree. ORDER TODAY—YOU WILL BE PLEASED. 

^TrrTTTVTTTTTTTTTVTTTTVTTTTTTTTTTrrrni 

► TWO WAY GUARANTEE ◄ 
►We are so sure that this is the most incredible shade tree that you’ve4 
►ever seen, here is our 2-way, ironclad guarantee: (1) If, upon arrival, ^ 
►you are not completely satisfied, then return for a full refund: (2) Free-* 
► replacement, for any reason, up to one full year. When have you ever^ 
►seen a stronger guarantee? ^ 

hAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAM 

NURSERY BARN 
P.O. Box 712-C McMinnville, Tenn. 37110 

Please send us these beautiful shade trees, on a two-way guarantee, the trees 
indicated below. 
□ 1 Shade Tree $ 4.49 
□ 2 Shade Trees (Save $2) $ 6.98 

enclose $. 

□ 4 Shade Trees (Save $6) $11.98 
□ 8 Shade Trees (Save $12) $21.98 
□ 16 Shade Trees (Save $16) $39.98 
□ cash □ check □ money order 

Name — 

Address. 

City  .State. .Zip. 
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BRUNK RETIRES 
Harold E. Brunk, groundman, 

retired on April 1, after more than 25 
years of service. He was employed by 
your cooperative on November 8, 
1948, and served in several capacities, 
namely, groundman, lineman, and 
meter reader. 

During the time that Harold 
worked for your cooperative his 
residence has been Virginia, Mason 
City and back to Virginia. He has 
served as a lineman in each of these 
locations at various times during his 
many years of service. Harold was 
asked what he would do now that he 
has retired. "Lois and I plan to do 
quite a bit of traveling with our pickup 
truck and camper, fishing in the 
summer and warm weather in the 
winter will keep us occupied." 

Many of you know Bud personally 
and join us in wishing him and his wife, 
Lois, a long and happy retirement. 

Insulate now! 

HOLD FUEL COSTS DOWN 

PLEASE NOTE 
In recent weeks it has come to the 

attention of the cooperative personnel 

that salesmen have been indicating 

their product is endorsed by Menard 

Electric Cooperative. This is not 

factual. 

The board of directors, manager 

and employees of your cooperative 

have not endorsed any brand of 

insurance, lightning rods, water 

softeners, etc. Should you be 

approached by a salesman indicating 

that the cooperative has in fact 

suggested his product, please advise 

your local law enforcement agency 

and/or the cooperative headquarters. 

Should Menard Electric Cooperative 

ever recommend to its members items 

such as above, proper notification will 

be given to all members of Menard 

Electric Cooperative. We do not 

anticipate that this situation will 

occur. 

Mrs. David (Sandra) Hackman, of 
Petersburg began employment with 
your cooperative as a clerk-secretary 
on November 1 3, 1973. 

Mrs. Hackman was reared in the 
Palmyra area and was previously 
employed as a secretary for the 
Attorney General, State of Illinois. 

The Hackmans are the parents of 
five children, Lisa 14, Denise 11, 
Michael 6, JoLynn 4 and Vicki 3. 

We welcome the Hackmans to the 
Menard Electric family. 

tornado 
season 

Although a tornado may strike at 

any time of the year, the worst 

months in our area are April, May and 

June. There is no way to predict how 

many tornadoes we will have this year, 

but if the recent trend continues as it 

has in the past, we will have more than 

we had last year. 

Nationwide there were 1107 

sightings compared to 652 in 1970. 

Illinois with 58 sightings was one of 

the states with a record number. Even 

with these statistics the loss of life has 

decreased from an average of 179 

during the 1940's to only 87 in the 

year of 1973. 

We would suggest that you brief 

your whole family, including children 

in the observation of tornado type 

weather. Keep a sharp ear out on radio 
and watch the television for advance 

warnings. If a tornado watch is on, 

keep an eye on the sky, even if clear, 

as a storm can appear suddenly with 

no official warning. There are many 

tornado safety rules and we would 

suggest that each of you familarize 

yourself with the proper action to be 

taken in case you sight a tornado. 

Mobile homes are particularly 

vulnerable to overturning during 

strong winds and should be evacuated 

when strong winds are forecast. We 

would also suggest that all mobile 

homes should be secured by means of 

cables which are attached to proper 

anchors and/or concrete footings. 

Tornadoes and high winds are only 

one of nature's killers, the worst killer 

of all is lightning—stay indoors and 

away from electrical appliances while 

the storm is overhead. If you are 

caught outside, stay away from, and 

lower than, high-conductive objects. 
ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS 12 



Quite often members call the 
cooperative office indicating that they 
are without electricity and when the 
lineman arrives to investigate, finds the 
transformer may be burned out or 
other difficulties observed, caused by 
wrapped service wires. Common 
weather proof wire was used for many 
years for members' outside wiring, 
particularly going to outbuildings and, 
when it becomes bare, a short occurs 
and either the meter pole circuit 
breakers or the transformer has to 
"give.” 

Please look over your exterior 
wiring. If some of the wires are 
wrapped together, please have your 
local electrician take care of it before 
you are out of service. 

* * * 

Electric baseboard heating is safe, 
quiet, efficient and dependable. 

* * * 

All the world may love a gentle 
lover, but the world belongs to those 
strong enough to keep the peace. 

* * * 

Pipe smokers are almost invariable 
solid, reliable citizens. They do so 
much cleaning, filling and fooling 
around with their pipes, they don't 
have time to get into mischief. 

* * * 

For those of you who are 
mathematicians and scientists, check 
this out. Faucets or hot water pipes 
leaking hot water at the rate of one 
drop per second, will waste 113 
gallons of water per month. Electricity 
consumed by heating this water will be 
about 30 kilowatt-hours. Why not 
count the number of drips in your 
home? 

* * * 

Looking for a good place to eat 
out? Why not try the Bonanza Sirloin 
Pit and The Rebbes. Each of the above 
are recently opened restaurants in the 
Petersburg area and complement the 
excellent restaurants that preceeded 
them in the area. 

* * * 

J. Steven Graves, of Petersburg, 
groundman since February 19, 1973, 
resigned his employment on March 22. 
We wish Steve and his family the best 
as they follow other employment. 

* * * 

Don't forget that your bill will be 
arriving on or about the 20th of the 
month rather than the first of the 
month. 

We realize that this is a substantial 
change from years of practice, 
however, we ask your cooperation in 
reading your meter on or about the 
twentieth of the month and paying 
your bill promptly. 

"Bonanza Sirloin Pit Restaurant" 

NEW RESTAURANTS OPEN IN AREA 
The new Bonanza Sirloin Pit 

Restaurant opened recently just south 

of New Salem State Park in the Salem 

Junction complex. It is located 

adjacent to the Illinois Country Opry. 

The owners of the Bonanza are Mr. 

& Mrs. Clarence W. Tozer of 

Petersburg. "For the past several years 

we have felt additional eating facilities 

were needed in our area, but little did 

I believe we would be the owners of a 

new restaurant in the area," Mr. Tozer 

said. 

The main dining room will seat 

more than 200 persons and a private 

banquet room called "The Round-Up" 

will accommodate approximately 80 

persons. 

The restaurant is tastefully 

decorated throughout, as shown in the 

accompanying photograph. The menu 
features steaks, chicken and seafoods. 

The new Bonanza will be open seven 

days a week from 11:00 a.m. to 

9:00 p.m. 

The Rebbes, a new restaurant with 

bar service, has opened on the 

Petersburg-A t h ens blacktop 

approximately four miles southeast of 

Petersburg. This beautiful restaurant is 

owned by Mr. & Mrs. Phil Rebbe, R.R. 

Petersburg, and features steak, chicken 

and fish. It is open daily except 

Wednesday, with food service being 

available in the evening hours. Phil 

Rebbe has been a farmer in the Tice 

community for several years and as a 

sideline has cooked in several 

restaurants in the Menard County area 

in addition to being an accomplished 

musician. 

"I have been cooking several nights 

a week for other restaurants, and my 

wife and I decided we would like to 

work for ourselves and provide our 

customers with this service." 

"The Rebbes” features music for 

dancing on Saturday evening and 

occasionally other nights of the week. 

"The Rebbes" 

Co-op Comments 
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ill they go on to college... 

if you aren’t around 
to help pay the costs? 

In less time than you think, your grade-schoolers will 
be ready for college. But college costs come high these 
days...even higher in the future. 

So if you have college plans for your son or daughter, 
let Congressional show you how life insurance can help. 

Life insurance can GUARANTEE the financial help 
you'd provide...even if you aren't around to pay tuition 
and monthly costs yourself. 

Life insurance can GUARANTEE cash values in a 
program that will help both you and your children meet 
the financial costs of a college education. 

Congressional Life offers a handy, 48-page booklet of 
current, up-to-date costs at over 1,200 colleges through¬ 
out the nation. It's free, yours for the asking. Just 
complete and clip the form below, then tape or paste 
to a postcard, or insert in an envelope. Mail it to “College 
Costs Booklet", Congressional Life Insurance Company, 
Golden Rule Building, Lawrenceville, Illinois, 62439. 

Yes, I'd like to have a free copy of the 
"College Costs Booklet" 

Name   —  

Address    —  

City  State  Zip  

OR C 

Congressional Life Insurance Company 
GOLDEN RULE BUILDING • LAWRENCEVILLE. ILLINOIS 62439 
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Whittling away on his retirement 
(continued from page 8) 

gether, not put together after the 
links are made. 

“A lot of people are always won¬ 
dering how I make them,” Day said. 
“It really isn’t that hard after you 
make the first one. One boy who 
saw them kept looking at them and 
wondering where the cuts were to 
glue them together.” 

None of Day’s work is for sale, 
because as he puts it, “I really can’t 
put a value on it, so I don’t sell my 
work. I just like making them.” 

There are a lot of people who 
have heard about Day’s craftsman¬ 
ship in making wooden objects. A 
local teacher has made tapes explain¬ 
ing Day’s hobby for members of the 
United States Army overseas. 

Day doesn’t advocate whittling 
for everyone who retires. It takes a 
lot of time and a good deal of 
ability. If you are as good at it as he 
is, however, it might be worth the 
effort. 

Get rid of all ROACHES 
and WATERBUGS with 

SURE KILL 
Or You Pay Nothing 

f 
Roaches eat Sure Kill greedily and 
return to their nests which they 
contaminate, starting a chain re¬ 
action that wipes out all other 
roaches and eggs. 
Sure Kill never wears out, is abso¬ 
lutely odorless and safe to use. 
It contains no D.D.T. A single can 
cleans out six rooms and keeps 
them free of roaches and waterbugs 
for years. Money back guarantee. 
Send' just S3.98 ’for one can, two 
for $6.98 postpaid. 

FOX ENTERPRISES 
Box 211 

MARION, KY. 42064 
Mir. and Distr. 

If Ruptured 
TRY THIS OUT 

Modern. Protection Provides Great 
Comfort and Holding Security 

An “eye-opening” revelation in sensi¬ 
ble and comfortable reducible rupture 
protection may be yours for the asking, 
■without cost or obligation. Full details 
of the new and different llice Support 
will he sent you Free. Here’s a Support 
that has brought joy and comfort to 
thousands—by releasing them from 
Trusses that bind and cut. Designed to 
securely hold a rupture up and in where 
it belongs and yet give freedom of body 
and genuine comfort. For full informa¬ 
tion—write today! WILLIAM S. ItlCE, 
Inc., ADAMS, N. Y„ 136U5 DEPT, gp 
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A farm sale is a little bit of Americana reminiscent 
of quilting bees and roof-raising parties a century 

ago. It is a time for people getting together in rural 
areas, which is perhaps more important than the actual 
sale of goods. 

A farm and household goods sale is a sad time 
also. Another man who tilled the soil and raised beef 
for others is leaving for the city or retiring to enjoy his 
later years. For the people at the sale who know him, 
it’s almost a way of saying goodbye; we are glad to have 
known you. 

Few farmers go through life without collecting a 
lot of household goods, antiques and assorted memora¬ 
bilia, in addition to farm machinery and equipment. 
James Monti and his wife of rural Carlinville were no 
exceptions. 

Monti, a member of M.J.M. Electric Cooperative, 
Inc., Carlinville, held a sale recently to divest himself 
of articles he no longer needed and to accumulate some 
cash for his retirement. 

You could see the site of the sale a couple of miles 
away. Cars and trucks lined the county road several 

hundred yards in either direction. Easily 200 people 
walked the grounds looking over the items for sale, de¬ 
ciding how much they would bid for a choice article and 

wondering if their bid would take home the prize. 

Inside one of the sheds, area ladies started brewing 
the coffee, making the sandwiches and slicing the pie. 
Farm sales are all-day affairs and bidding tends to make 

one hungry. 
Roy Weller, an auctioneer from Carlinville, started 

the sale with small household items such as clothes, 

kitchenware and lamps. The bids didn’t range too high, 
but they weren’t expected to. The larger, more expen¬ 
sive items would come later. An antique wall telephone 
brought over $50—a set of pictures only $1. 

Bidding itself is an art. For the uninitiated it often 
looks like no bid has been made, yet the auctioneer goes 
higher in his asking. A raised finger, a muffled voice 
from deep in the crowd and another item has been sold. 

A sale moves quickly. The auctioneer seems never 
to cease his chatter. A pair of wine presses, wooden 
barrels, two antique stoves, a rifle and other items move 
quickly. Later in the day, the farm machinery—tractors, 
truck, plows and a combine—all go up for sale. 

Underneath the exterior of the sale is a current of 
rural friendliness, where everyone is a neighbor and 
everyone wants to have a good time. People form in 
little groups around the yard, talking about the crops, 
the weather or maybe just about the people they’ve seen 
at the sale. 

A farm sale isn’t limited to farmers, nor to men 
or those over 40. Half the people are women, some com¬ 
ing to help with the food, others to bid. People you 
would automatically label “city” blend in and are made 
to feel welcome. Ages of the people range from babies 
in their mother’s arms through teenagers to older people. 

Late in the afternoon the last item goes up for bid 
and is sold. The auctioneer lays down his microphone, 

the ladies pick up their baked goods, the crowd trickles 
slowly home and the line of vehicles disappears. 

For Jim Monti the sale was a successful venture, 
bor his neighbors, it was a good way of saying goodbye. 

MAY, 1974 
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VOLTAGE 

REGULATORS 

More current is consumed by our 
members during certain hours of the 
day than at other times. Voltage 
regulators, located in our substations 
and at various locations on the electric 
distribution lines, adjust for load 
changes while keeping the proper level 
of voltage at your meter. 

Rules for Freezing 
Freezing foods is very simple, but 

there are a few rules for success that 
must be observed. Here are some of 
the basic ones: 

1. Be sure to follow specific 
instructions for each food you 
plan to freeze. 

2. Select only foods of the 
highest quality. Freezing 
retains quality, but cannot 
improve it. 

3. Choose the best varieties of 
fruits and vegetables, since 
some are better adapted to 
freezing than others. 

4. Freeze garden products 
promptly, for some harvested 
vegetables rapidly loose quality 
at warm temperatures. 

5. Vegetables must be scalded to 
retard enzymic action. 

6. Use proper packaging 
materials. All foods in the 
freezer must be protected 
against air and escape of 
moisture. 

CHILDREN should fly mode! planes 

and kites in an open field well away 
from all wires. A wire or metallic string 

SHOULD NEVER BE USED. 

SIX SAFETY 
RULES FOR 

FLYING KITES 
1. Pick an open field where there are 

no electric wires. 

2. Always use a clean cord string; 

never use a wire. 

3. Never grab the string of a run-away 

kite. 

4. Do not try to retrieve a run-away 

kite. 

5. Never use a fish pole to free a kite. 

6. Never climb trees close to an 

electric line. 

GRAIN 

DRYERS 
Members of the cooperative who 

are contemplating adding grain drying 

facilities for this fall’s harvest season 

are urged to notify the cooperative 

immediately. Sometimes not enough 

thought is given to the bin location in 

regard to the electric service. We are 

glad to work with our members, when 

requested, in planning their drying 

installations. We will also be happy to 

suggest needed wiring changes and 

additions if necessary. 

The same is true, of course, for 

other electrical equipment which you 

may be planning to install, especially 

where motors or heating units are 

involved. Don’t wait—plan ahead. The 

unavailability of materials could delay 

the installation of your drying system, 

if adequate planning is not provided 

for. 

You may have noticed oil circuit 
reclosers on our lines. They are 
designed to clear temporary faults by 
automatically opening and reclosing 
distribution circuits subjected to 
overcurrents. 
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Co-op Comments 
Congratulations 

Debbie Johnson, R. R., Greenview, 
was recently elected Queen of the 
Greenview Junior-Senior Prom. Debbie 
is a Student-Trainee of your 
cooperative and presently a senior at 
Greenview High School. 

*** 

Don Harden, son of Mr. & Mrs. 
Ronny Harden, is a recipient of the 
American Cancer Society Summer 
Scholarship at Memorial Medical 
Center. Ron Harden is a Lineman for 
your cooperative, working out of the 
Petersburg area. 

*** 

37th Annual Meeting 

The 37th Annual Meeting of your 
cooperative will be held on June 29 at 
the Menard County Fairgrounds 
located just north of Petersburg. The 
Annual Meeting this year will be held 
in the evening and, hopefully, will 
afford all of our members an 
opportunity to voice their opinion on 
the business affairs of their 
cooperative. Each member has one 
vote and the very success of the 
cooperative depends on the active 
interest and participation of its 
members. 

At the business meeting, members 
will hear reports from the officers and 
manager of the cooperative, elect 
directors to represent Districts One, 
Four and Six for three year terms and 
act on the proposed amendments to 
the by-laws of the cooperative. 

Plans are being made at this time 
to provide barbecued pork sandwiches 
to all who attend this Annual Meeting. 

Why not mark your calendar now, 
and plan on attending the 37th Annual 
Meeting of your cooperative. Be sure 
to come early and register. 

Watch for the June issue of this 
magazine for pictorial highlights of the 
1 974 Youth to Washington 
representatives of your cooperative. 

"If electricity travels 186,000 miles a second, how come 
it takes half an hour to get a fried egg out of this kit¬ 
chen. ..?" 

17th ANNUAL BEAUTY CONTEST 

FROM RIGHT: Miss Diane Dorgan of Middletown, "Miss Menard Electric 
Cooperative of 1973" with last year's two runnerups, Miss April Blessman of 
Topeka and Carol Schroeder of Virginia. 

Selection of “Miss Menard Electric Cooperative, 1974” will be one of the 

highlights of your cooperative’s annual meeting on June 29. Qualifications for 

candidates are listed below. Young ladies who qualify are asked to send in the 

coupon requesting an entry blank as soon as possible. 

RULES 

1. Unmarried girls between the ages of 16 and 21 (must not have reached 

22nd birthday before March 1, 1975) are eligible to compete. 

2. Contestants must be a member of a family residing in a home served with 

electric service from Menard Electric Cooperative. 

3. Previous first-place winners are not eligible to enter. 

4. Previous contestants in the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperative’s 

beauty contest are not eligible, regardless of placing or year entered. 

5. Number of contestants: Contest will be limited to 15 contestants. Entries 

will be accepted on first-come, first-served basis. Contest manager will 

determine eligibility of entries and when entries will no longer be 

accepted. 

AWARDS 
First Place: $25, trophy, sash emblematic of title, tiara and all-expense paid 

trip to the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives’ annual meeting in 

Springfield representing Menard Electric Cooperative in the 1974 “Miss Illinois 

Rural Electric” contest. 
Second Place: $25, trophy, second-place ribbon and the opportunity to serve 

as an alternate to the AIEC beauty contest. 
Third Place: $25, trophy, third-place ribbon and the opportunity to serve as 

second alternate to the AIEC beauty contest. 

Twenty-five dollars will be given all other contestants for their appearance. 

"MAIL” o r ~ = ^ = ~ = ===== ==" ” ” ” “' 
Menard Electric Cooperative 
P. 0. Box 179 

Petersburg, Illinois 62675 

ATTN: Beauty Contest Committee 
Please send beauty contest entry blank to: 

NAME:  

ADDRESS     

PARENT’S NAME  

SENT IN BY  

 MAI]. BEFOREJ.UNE J2  
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what’s 0 new.^ 

Electric Range 
A new 30 inch eye-level 

Connoisseur electric range is 
now available from the Whirl¬ 
pool Corporation. The smooth- 
top is designed to provide heat 
distribution through the ceram¬ 
ic glass top. It features con¬ 
tinuous cleaning ovens, con¬ 
trols under glass fluorescent 
light illuminate work areas 
and a digital clock controls the 
automatic oven and appliance 
outlet. > 

Energy Saver Decals 
Whirlpool Corporation is offering free energy saver decals 

with consumer tips for conserving energy on major home ap¬ 
pliances. Included in the set are energy stickers for ranges, 
dishwashers, washers, dryers, refrigerators and room air condi¬ 
tioners. Interested homemakers can get a set of the six energy 
saver stickers by writing: Whirlpool Corporation, Energy, Ben¬ 
ton Harbor, Mich., 49022. 

(continued from page 5) 
sulphur made at the meeting. 

“This fixation with sulphur,” 
Bagge claimed, “is impeding the 
coal industry’s expansion and hurt¬ 
ing the nation’s chances of ever at¬ 
taining energy self-sufficiency.” 

Bagge also warned against putting 
too much faith in the development 
of synthetic fuels from coal. 

“If coal is to contribute to meet¬ 
ing short to mid-term energy needs, 
its largest contribution will have to 
come from coal burned as coal,” 
Bagge said. “Illinois coal can be 
burned in many locations in this 
state without damage to public 
health, property or state air stan¬ 
dards.” 

Charles Schulze, senior fellow with 
the Brookings Institution in Wash¬ 
ington, said the public should not be 
locked into paying “artifically high” 
prices for energy. He said the idea 
that higher energy prices should be 
welcomed is “just nonsense.” 

“The American consumer is pay¬ 
ing $19 or $20-million more for his 
energy and getting less,” Schulze 
said. “Forty percent of that went 
abroad and 50 percent goes into the 
domestic profits of the oil com¬ 
panies.” 

Attending the two-day conference 
from the Illinois electric coopera¬ 
tives were: John Adkisson, Norris 
Electric Cooperative, Newton; Roy 
E. Horton and M. M. Jontz, Illinois 
Valley Electric Cooperative, Prince¬ 
ton; Maurice Johnson, Edgar Elec¬ 
tric Co-operative, Paris; Wayne Lan- 
ing, Adams Electric Co-Operative, 
Camp Point; Stanley Otten, Rural 
Electric Convenience Cooperative, 
Auburn; Arthur Peyton, McDonough 
Power Cooperative, Macomb; Dale 
Smith and James Holloway, Egyp¬ 
tian Electric Cooperative, Steeleville; 
Charles Witt, M. J. M. Electric Co¬ 
operative, Carlinville, and William 
Dean, Joe Spivey and Jim Pottorf, 
Association of Illinois Electric Co¬ 
operatives, Springfield. 
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Governor Dan Walker thought it 
important enough to proclaim a spe¬ 
cial day for it to be held . . . Lt. 
Governor Neil Hartigan took time 
from his busy schedule to talk about 
it . . . and Illinois electric coopera¬ 
tives were extremely pleased to spon¬ 
sor it. 

IT was the first “Illinois Rural 
Electric Youth Day” and the second 
year of the “Youth to Springfield” 
tour. Over 110 essay finalists and 
chaperones from 10 Illinois electric 
cooperatives met in Springfield on 
May 8 to participate. 

Cooperatives sponsoring the youth 
tour were Adams Electrical Co- 
Operative, Camp Point; Clinton 
County Electric Cooperative, Inc., 
Breese; Coles-Moultrie Electric Co¬ 
operative, Mattoon; Eastern Illinois 
Power Cooperative, Paxton; Egyp¬ 
tian Electric Cooperative Association, 
Steeleville; Illinois Rural Electric 
Co., Winchester; Monroe County 
Electric Co-Operative, Inc., Water¬ 
loo; Southwestern Electric Coopera¬ 
tive, Inc., Greenville; Wayne-White 
Counties Electric Cooperative, Fair- 
field and Western Illinois Electrical 
Coop., Carthage. 

This year, 19 
electric coopera¬ 
tives in Illinois 
sponsored an es¬ 
say contest in their 
area to select ru¬ 
ral students to 
represent the co¬ 
operative in the 
annual “Youth to 
Washington” tour. 
This is the second 
year where final¬ 
ists from many of 
the cooperatives 
have been hon¬ 
ored and reward¬ 
ed for their par¬ 
ticipation with an 
all-expense, full- 
day trip to the 
State Capital. 

IT was the 
VIP’s tour, too. 

Governor Walk¬ 
er, although per¬ 
sonally unable to 
attend, welcomed 
the students with 

JUNE, 1974 

a proclamation which praised the 
young people for “their interest and 
achievements in rural electric youth 
activities, for taking advantage of 
the educational experience they are 
offered and for the responsible lead¬ 
ership they are developing.” The 
Governor also wished them a most 
enjoyable and profitable visit. 

After assembling at the Associa¬ 
tion of Illinois Electric Cooperatives, 
Springfield, for a tour of the state¬ 
wide facilities, the students boarded 
three buses and were whisked away 
for a tour of the Illinois House and 
Senate Chambers at the State Capi¬ 
tol Building. 

While at the Capitol, the delega¬ 
tion was recognized on the floor of 
the Senate and given a round of 
applause by their legislators. 

One of the day’s highlights was 
an address from Lt. Governor Harti¬ 
gan at a noon luncheon held in the 
students’ honor at the Ramada Inn 
Forum XXX, Springfield’s newest 
hotel and banquet center. 

The Lt. Governor praised the stu¬ 
dents for their “outstanding achieve¬ 
ments” as leaders in their respective 

schools and for their willingness to 
participate when others have shrank 
from responsibilities and duty. 

“You are the people who will 
lead this state and this country in 
future years,” Hartigan said. “It is 
never too early to start thinking 
about what you want to do with 
your life. Take part. Participate. Get 
involved in the running of your 
state government. I have been in 
government for the past 12 years 
and I believe it is one of the most 
responsible and rewarding things 
one can do with their life.” 

During the luncheon, Miss Kathy 
Harriss of Fairfield, who is present¬ 
ly reigning as “Miss Illinois Electric 
Cooperative” and “Miss Rural Elec¬ 
trification, 1974” was presented a 
$1,500 scholarship check by W. J. 
Shields, District Manager, Apparatus 
Distribution Sales Division, General 
Electric Co., St. Louis, Missouri. The 
check was presented to Miss Harriss 
on behalf of the General Electric 
Company for having been selected 
“Miss Rural Electrification” at the 
NRECA Annual Meeting held in 
February. 

Other activities 
during the day 
included a tour of 
the Illinois State 
Museum, the Old 
State Capitol 
Building and the 
Lincoln Home 
and Tomb. 

While students 
from seven of the 
cooperatives re¬ 
turned home in 
the late afternoon, 
more was in store 
for essay finalists 
from Adams, Illi¬ 
nois Rural and 
Western Illinois 
electric coopera¬ 
tives. The group 
had the singular 
opportunity to 
meet with nine 
legislators, repre¬ 
senting the 47th, 
48th and 49th 
Legislative Dis- 

(continued on 
page 15) 
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ATTEND THE 37th 
ANNUAL MEETING OF YOUR COOPERATIVE ON 

June 29, 1974 
AT THE MENARD COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS 
(LOCATED 1/2 MILE NORTH OF PETERSBURG) 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS: 

4:00 P.M. Exhibits open-Learn more 
about the value of proper 
insulation in your home for 
lower heating and cooling 
cost and conservation of 
energy. 

See the latest Electric Heat 
Pump and Electric 
Furnaces on display. 

5:00-6:30 P.M. FREE-PORK BARBEQUE 
SANDWICHES—Whole hog 
barbeque —baked beans, 
potato salad and drink. 

Entertainment by Jim 
Reid’s Combo, a local 
musical group. 

6:30 P.M. Early Bird Attendance 
Prize Business meeting of 
your cooperative. 

8:00 P.M. Drawing of attendance 
prizes. 

1 2 

Co-op Comments 
That’s right, all those who attend the 37th Annual 

Meeting of Menard Electric Cooperative will receive a free 
meal. Whole hog barbecued pork, potato salad, baked beans 
and coffee or tea will be available, beginning promptly at 
5:00 p.m. So come early, check the insulation and electric 
heat displays and have a good meal, so you will be able to 
participate in the business affairs of your cooperative, 
beginning promptly at 6:30 p.m. on June 29. 

Remember, the location of the Annual Meeting will be 
the Menard County Fairgrounds, located just north of 
Petersburg, off of State Route 97. 

In order to have some idea as to how much pork to 
prepare, an insert will be included with the energy bill you 
will receive on or about June 19. We would appreciate your 
indicating whether or not you will be in attendance at this 
meeting and return the same with the payment of your 
June 19 energy bill. 

Let’s make this a record attendance year at your 
cooperative’s Annual Meeting. 

Congratulations 
Our congratulations to the winners of the Essay Contest 

who have just recently returned from Washington, D. C. We 
look forward to hearing from Debbie Jones of Petersburg 
and John Kennedy of Chandlerville. Quite possibly, these 
young people might be at the Annual Meeting on June 29. 

* * * 

A heat pump is an energy conserver. Of all of the 
electric heating systems available, only the heat pump 
actually produces more energy than it consumes for heating 
the home. For every unit of energy that the heat pump 
uses, two units are produced in the form of BTUs, making 
the heat pump by far the most efficient and economical 
heating system on the market. 

The heat pump is so highly efficient because it actually 
pumps heat out of the air, no matter how cold it is outside. 
The heat pump extracts warmer air from this colder air and 
puts it into the house. Its cooling costs are about the same 
as conventional electric air conditioning. 

As a result, using the heat pump for cooling and heating 
your home will use less energy and cost less money and that 
is important while energy is in short supply. 

* * * 

Don’t forget Father’s Day on June 16th. Several electric 
hand tools offer the possibility of saving labor and also help 
alleviate the fuel shortage. 

* * * 
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CLOSE COMPETITION MARKS 

YOUTH TO WASHINGTON” ESSAY CONTEST 

“All students who entered the contest displayed fine 
talent, indicating considerable study and preparation and 

we are extremely proud of each of them,” Howard W. 
Montgomery, Board Vice President of your cooperative, 

said. 

“It is a privilege to send outstanding young leaders to 

our nation’s capital. The tour of Washington, D. C., is one 

of the finest and I am sure it will be a memorable and 

educational experience for those who participate,” 

Montgomery said. 

Debbie Jones, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Charles R. Jones 

of R. R. Petersburg, and John G. Kennedy, Jr., son of 

Mr. & Mrs. John G. Kennedy, Sr., of Chandlervillc, were 

named winners after final judging held during a banquet on 

Friday evening, May 17. The judges made their selection 

from among 10 finalists. 

Twenty-six students wrote essays detailing their views 

on “Menard Electric Cooperativc—1 t’s Role in the Solution 

of the Energy Crisis.” Preliminary judging selected the five- 

outstanding essays written by girls and the five outstanding 

essays written by boys and the final selection was made by 

a panel of five judges, who were: Mrs. Marilyn Blilcr, 

llliopolis; Mrs. Dorothy Burrus, Buffalo; Mr. William Craig, 
Instructor of Lincoln Land Community College; Mr. M. J. 

Worthington, Petersburg; and Mr. Charles ' DeHart of 

Grcenview. 

Other finalists in the contest were: Candy Lane, 

Chandlervillc; Kathy Carls, Arenzville; Vicki Satorius, 

Petersburg; Dale Watkins, Chandlervillc; Kenneth Buck of 

Manito; John R. Dearing, Chandlerville, and Rich Richards, 

Chandlervillc. 

The local winners joined about 50 other high school 

students from 18 other cooperatives from throughout 

From left: Eventual winners John G. Kennedy, Jr., and 
Debbie Jones were praised by Board Vice President Howard 
W. Montgomery for their outstanding essays. 

Illinois and left Springfield on Saturday, June 8. They 

returned to Springfield on June 15. 
During their week in Washington, the winners joined 

approximately 1,000 other students from nearly 30 states, 

and participated in “Rural Electric Youth Week” activities 

sponsored by the National Rural Electric Cooperative 

Association. In addition, they toured the battlefield at 

Gettysburg, the U. S. Capitol Building, the Library of 

Congress, Arlington National Cemetery, the Smithsonian 

Institute, the White House and other national shrines. 

The outstanding group of finalists in the "Youth to 
Washington" Essay Contest includes from left, back row: 
Candy Lane, Cynthia Carpenter, Kathy Carls, Debbie Jones, 
Vicki Satorius. Front row: Dale A. Watkins, John Ray 
Dearing, John G. Kennedy, Jr., Kenneth Buck and Rick 
Richards who was not present for the picture. 

The pane! of five judges interviewed each of the contestants 
before making a final decision. 
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What if your 

Could you live WITHOUT your income? 
Income is your biggest asset worth more than all the property you have 
now the source of all the property that you may have in the future. 
But income can be stopped by accident or illness. What then? Costs of 
medical care increase your monthly expenses. Will you be forced to spend 
your savings? Go into debt? Become dependent on others? 
Congressional's Income Protection plans solve this problem, easily and 
economically - - - providing income when you are disabled, preserving your 
family's standard of living, paying you money when you need it most. 

For full details, or for other information, check the appropriate box below, 
complete the form, and mail today. 

Health Plans Life Plans 
□ HOSPITAL-SURGICAL-MEDICAL PLAN 

(for individuals and families) 

□ FAMILY PLAN 
(protection for Dad, Mom, and all children) 

□ INCOME PROTECTION PLAN 
(income when disabled) 

□ RETIREMENT INCOME PLAN 
(available to age 55) 

□ MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT PLAN 
(covers expenses not covered by Medicare) 

□ BALANCED INVESTMENT PLAN 
(mutual funds plus life insurance) 

□ SUPPLEMENTARY COVERAGE 
(in addition to your present plan) 

□ EDUCATION PLAN 
(assures funds for a college education) 

Name Age 
Rural Route 
nr Arlrlret'; 

Rural Route 
Box Number 

City State Zip 

Congressional Life Insurance Company 

GOLDEN RULE BUILDING • LAWRENCEVILLE, ILLINOIS 62439 

Gf=t/C 



A PERMANENT ADHESIVE SO STRONG 

■HE DROP 
IDS 2 TORSI 

• Set In Seconds! 

• No Mixing. No Clamping, No Mess! 

• Bonds rubber, plastic, metal, 
ceramic, glass, porcelain! 

• Replaces nails, screws, bolts! 

• 132 Bonds to the Tube! 

• One Square Inch Will Stand 
5,000 lbs. pull! 

New Space Age Adhesive was developed to replace 
nuts and bolts in American industry. It is used everyday to 
hold parts of planes, cars, tractors, derricks together! Now 
you can use it to hold almost everything and anything! 

Imagine just one drop of Space Age Adhesive holds 
with up to 2 tons of tensile strength holding power. Not an 
ordinary epoxy, it can be used instantly without com¬ 
pounding—NO WAITING . . . NO CLAMPING or TIEING 
. . . NO MESSY MIXING! Dries to an invisible bond in 
seconds. 

Proven In Industry—Use It 1,000 Ways In Your Home 
Your Space Age Adhesive applicator tube dispenses 

clear, colorless formula drop by drop. Use it everywhere. 
It’s non-toxic. Resists chemicals, weather, moisture ... in- 
defnitely. The repair will be many times stronger than the 
original piece. 

Now In Handy Drop-by-Drop Applicator For Home Use! 
Now for the first time Space Age Adhesive is available 

for home use in a Single-Drop Tube Dispenser. (132 
bonds) for only $2.50. It is ideal for use in your home or 
shop. You’ll find it useful in 1,000 ways. It must bond 
anything stronger, tighter, neater instantly or your money 
refunded immediately. 

LOOK WHAT YOU CAN REPAIR 
INSTANTLY: 

• Repair a bike. 
• Permanently seal garden hose. 
• Join cracked floor tiles. 
• Repair broken dentures. 
• Fix pots, pans, mixers, appliances. 
• Make broken china and porcelain new 

again. 
• Mend furniture. 
• Watertight cracked rubber boots. 
• Repair broken panes of glass. 
• Splice film, audio tapes. 
• Bond a broken golf club, baseball bat. 

r - - -BUY WITH CONFIDENCE - - - 
30-DAY MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 

\ Jay Norris Corp., 25 W. Merrick Rd. 
J Dept. SEO-289, Freeport, N.Y. 11520 

! Please rush me dispenser(s) 
1 Space Age Adhesive @ $2.50 each plus 50c 
I shipping and handling. 
| □ SAVE! Order TWO for only $4.50 plus 50c 
■ shipping and handling. 
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Menard Electric Cooperative: New Employee 

Its Role in the Energy Crisis 
By John Kennedy 

As you look around, the reasons 
for our present energy crisis become 
readily apparent. Millions of 
gas-thirsty automobiles pervade our 
roads and communities. At night, 
florescent and neon signs change the 
darkness into artificial daytime. Not to 
mention the countless appliances we 
rely upon for our day to day survival. 
Such waste of our valuable energy is 
bound to take its toll on our 
bountiful, but expendable, resources. 

As an energy provider for rural 
areas in eight central Illinois counties, 
Menard Electric Cooperative is 
definitely concerned with the energy 
crisis. In existence for nearly half a 
century, the Menard Electric 
Cooperative has supplied electrical 
power for thousands of rural residents, 
thus contributing to the continuation 
of agriculture in the area. Farmers, 
because of their relative dependence 
on electricity, have relied on Menard 
for home comfort as well as for farm 
operations. 

Since the services th& Menard 
Electric Cooperative render are so 
important, they are concerned with 
soothing the current crunch on energy, 
for its consumers as well as itself. One 
way they are doing this is by 
improving on the generation of 
electricity. A few years back, the 
supplies of oil appeared to be both 

plentiful and long-reaching. So many 
companies, including Menard, 
switched from coal to more efficient 
oil to generate electricity. 

But during the past year, shortages 
of oil, fuel oil, gasoline, natural gas 
and propane have cropped up, forcing 
these same companies (and Menard) to 
switch back to coal. Because of 
Environmental Protection Agency 
regulations, Menard has been unable to 
wholly use Southern Illinois 
bituminous coal because of a high 
sulfuric content. Therefore, coal from 
Montana has had to be mixed with this 
coal, because it has less sulfur.. By 
using this coal, Menard Electric 
Cooperative is not only helping to 
alleviate the energy crisis, but is 
helping to protect our environment as 
well. 

Because of its relatively small size, 
and because it is a non-profit 
organization, Menard has been unable 
to pour a great deal of money into 
exploring solar or atomic energy. But 
it has played an important role by 
educating its consumers on the proper 
and most efficient way to use fuel. 
Countless pamphlets and 
“throw-aways” have been sent out to 
show children and adults alike how to 
properly insulate, heat and light to 
best advantage and conserve on the use 
of appliances. It is a well-known fact 
that a minimum of six to nine inches 
of insulation can reduce heating bills 
by a goodly amount. Leaving off lights 
when buildings or rooms are not in use 
can reduce both electricity used and 
the bill for it. Simplification of work 
and combination of operations, as in 
dairy and poultry farms, drying of 
grain and other places can also reduce 
waste. It is education of this type that 
the Menard Electric Cooperative has 
promoted with a great deal of success. 

One way that the current energy 
crisis could be prevented from 
recurring would be to develop a 
greater sense of cooperation among 
electric companies. Although REA 
members such as Menard own and 

Timothy L. Cofer began 
employment with the cooperative on 
April 11, as a Journeyman Lineman in 
the Petersburg area. Tim and his wife, 
Mary Joann, have moved to Petersburg 
from Arizona. Tim has had experience 
as a lineman with power companies 
and with cooperatives prior to coming 
to Petersburg, l/l/e welcome the Gofers 
to the Menard Electric family. 

maintain 44 percent of all lines in the 
United States, they have only one 
percent of the generating capacity. If 
all the electrical suppliers could tie 
into one enormous system, shortage of 
electricity in different areas of the 
country could be avoided through the 
simple transfer of electricity. When 
one area reaches a peak, other parts of 
the country don’t necessarily need all 
that much electricity. Though an 
expensive undertaking at first, through 
this system, usage of electricity could 
be both conserved and improved. 
Menard could, by cooperating in such 
an experiment, contribute much to the 
solution of energy crisis in the future. 

MIDDLE AGE is upon a man when he 
blows out all the candles on his cake 
but wishes he could get his breath 
back. 



Menard Electric Cooperative: 
Its Role in the Solution of the Energy Crisis 
by Debbie Jones 

Once upon a time, in the land of 
the United States, a national disaster 
occurred. A monster of unknown 
proportions had been released upon 
the people, taking them unaware and 
leaving them unprotected. Actually, 
though, the people of the United 
States weren’t as defenseless as the 
monster thought they were. When 
conditions began looking too bad, 
they simply called out their secret 
weapon, and immediately the Menard 
Electric Cooperative came rushing to 
defend them against the monster, the 
energy crisis. 

In solving the energy crisis, the 
Menard Electric Cooperative began by 
looking into what created the monster. 
It soon became clear that it was the 
result of many problems and 
complications that had been building 
up through the years. Demands for 
more electrical power had increased 

beyond all expectations. Earlier, it has 
been estimated that demands would 
double every ten years. They had, in 
fact, been doubling every 61/2 to IV2 

years, lowering power reserves 
considerably. Replenishing these 
reserves would not have been such a 
grave problem, however, if it hadn’t 
been complicated by other factors. In 
addition to the shortage of electrical 
power, fuel supplies were also low, 
putting more of a strain on power 
plants. Moreover, the efforts to catch 
up were further slowed down by 
scarcity of skilled labor, delayed 
delivery of equipment, faulty 
component fabrication, and 
inadequate transmission facilities. By 
solving these problems, and the 
question of how to increase the power 
supply—without increasing pollution) 
the Menard Electric Cooperative found 
that the energy crisis could easily be 
dealt with. 

Now that they had the background 
of the monster, the Menard Electric 
Co-op came up with a five part plan to 
end the havoc the monster had caused. 

First, the plan called for improved 
national and regional planning. The 
effects of such planning would be 
advantageous to everyone. Regional 
and national resources would be 
pooled, thus creating a system of 
electric cables and power stations. 
These systems wouldn’t be 
concentrated in only the heavily 
populated areas as they are now, but 
they would be spread out evenly 
throughout the United States. A 
nationwide grid like this would make 

good use of different load-peaking 
times in different parts of the country. 
These load-peaking times could be 
critical—they are the time of day when 
the most electricity is used, but if a 
nationwide grid was used it would 
reduce the demand. When one section 
of the country was in its peak-load 
period, another area that wasn’t could 
help them out, and vice versa. This 
would relieve the pressure on any one 
electric plant for increasing generating 
capacity, thus cutting down 
production costs. 

Second, to meet the shortage of 
power capacity, the Menard Electric 
Cooperative also planned for expanded 
and additional generation and 
transmission facilities, especially in 
rural areas. More rural facilities would 
increase the nation’s capability to 
meet the people’s power needs. 

Third, the Menard Electric 
Cooperative suggested that 
environmentalists and conservationists 
be included in all planning groups. 
That way, any solutions to the energy 
crisis wouldn’t be adding to the 
existing environmental problems. 

The fourth part of the plan called 
fqr the education of the people. The 
Menard Electric Cooperative began 
writing articles and pamphlets 
informing the people on how to cut 
down on the electricity used in the 
homes, and how to take advantage of 
peak-loading times. 

The last and most important part 
of the plan was the cooperation of all 
rural electric cooperatives, city power 
plants, and the people they serve, in 
helping to fight off the energy crisis, 
and to make sure it wouldn’t return. 

The energy crisis just didn’t have a 
chance with the Menard Electric 
Cooperative protecting the people, and 
it soon disappeared, leaving a happy 
ending to the monster story. 

New Service Area 

The cooperative service area has 
recently been realigned, with the 
addition of the service area in the 
northern portion of Mason County. 

Don Riser, journeyman linemen, 
has been assigned as serviceman in 
the Manito-Forest City area. The area 
which he represents was formerly 
serviced by Charlie Cowin, Kilbourne, 
and Roy McDaniel, Mason City. The 
area may be more particularly 
described as being an area north of 
Mason City, east of Easton and north 
of Route 136 toward Havana. The area 
includes that portion of Tazewell 

County in the cooperative service area 
and the areas of Natrona, San Jose, 
Forest City, Manito, Topeka, Green 
Valley, Delavan, Goofy Ridge, Spring 
Lake and Buzzville. 

The Risers have moved to Manito 
and their phone number is 
309/968-7772. Members of the 
cooperative who experience outages, 
however, are encouraged to call the 
cooperative office during regular 
working hours, phone 21 7/632-7746, 
and after hours, weekends and 
holidays, 217/632-2311. 

The addition of this service area 
reduces the geographic size of the six 
service areas so a lineman is closer to 
difficulty, should it occur, than 
before. The cooperative presently has 
servicemen living in Kilbourne, 
Middletown, Buffalo, Virginia, 
Petersburg and Manito. With this 
alignment, we anticipate outages of 
shorter duration. 

Don is looking forward to meeting 
all of the members of the cooperative 
living in the area which he serves and 
will be happy to be of assistance 
whenever possible. 



THOMAS EXTRUDED PLASTICS CO., INC. 
p.O Bo* 145, Oklahoma City, Okla 73101 

World0s Fastest, 
Easiest Fencing! 

Tf all the land used 
for farming in the 

United States were 
divided equally 
among U.S. fami¬ 
lies, what would be 
your family’s share? 

The answer is 
slightly less than 24 
acres. To the city dweller or 
suburbanite this would seem like 
room to roam. But the average 
farmer, accustomed to 385 acres, 
might feel a bit cramped. 

About 20 of your 24 acres would 
be actually in your farm. Nearly 7.5 
acres of your farm would be crop¬ 
land; 9.5 would be grassland or 
range. You also would have about 
three acres of woodland which you 
use for grazing, and less than an 
acre in farmstead, roads and non¬ 
farm uses. 

In addition to land in your farm, 
you would run livestock on about 
four acres of land rented or leased 
from the Government. About half 
would be grassland, pasture and 
range, and the rest would be wood¬ 
lands—mostly lands administered by 
the Forest Service. 

Although your farm contains near¬ 
ly 7.5 acres of cropland, you planted 
less than five acres to crops in 1973. 
The rest of it was in farrow used for 
pasture, held out of production un¬ 
der Government programs, or idled 
for one reason or another. You had 
over an acre in corn and in hay, 
and soybean and wheat fields of nine- 
tenths of an acre. Most other crops 
were on garden-sized plots. 

Your herds and flocks present 
some puzzling biological problems. 
You had only one-fifth of a dairy 
cow, but she managed to produce 
2,150 pounds or 250 gallons of milk 
in the year. The beef cattle herd of 
2.0 head dropped nine-tenths of a 
calf, while your lone hog had a litter 

of 1.6 pigs. Only one- 
third of a sheep 
roamed your pasture. 

You had 5.6 hens 
1973. They 

laid 103 dozen 
eggs. You also pro¬ 

duced 56 broilers, but 
only 2.5 turkeys. 
Your family farm was 

valued at $4,814 on the 
1973 real' estate market. As the 

year began, you had $638 worth 
of livestock and poultry on hand 
and $262 worth of crops. Investment 
in machinery and motor vehicles 
amounted to $726. 

If you are a city man, this farm 
may give you more elbow room than 
you are accustomed to, and perhaps 
something of the spirit of agrarian 
living. But, as every farmer knows, 
it won’t make you rich. 

Your 24 acres grossed $1,684 in 

QUICK HITCH BACKHOE 
A TRULY RUGGED AND DEPENDABLE 

FARM AND INDUSTRIAL EXCAVATOR 

The powerful BACKHOE simply and quickly field 

mounts to three point hitch farm and industrial tractors and 
other prime movers, such as skid loaders. A built in compen¬ 
sating valve allows successful operation from either an open or 
closed center hydraulic system. An optional hydraulic pump kit 
is available for prime movers without center hydraulics. 

For more information see you 

III. rep., Bob Dickey — P. O. Box 826 — 

Whatever your field of endeavor, be it contracting, farming, 

ranching, trenching, landscaping, irrigation work, cemetery 
openings, etc., the BACKHOE allows FULL use of 
your tractor for hook up of a rear mounted or mid mounted tool 
after your digging and ditching chores are finished. Get the most 
from your investment with this detachable excavator. 

r Grizzly (Impl.) dealer or contact the 

Chatham, III. 62629, Ph. 217-483-3324. 

See the Grizzly at the 

III. State Fair 

t£p-POSTS 
66" PLASTIC LINE POSTS 

New 72" Line Posts, Heavier & Larger 
• Strong, Durable, Attractive 
• Non-Conductive, Non-Corrosive 
• Drive-In Easily with Tepco Driver 
• No Digging, Setting, Filling 

Build your fences the easy way with 
TEPCO Line Posts—just like hundreds 
of ranchers and farmers throughout the 
nation are doing. Tep-Posts are strong, 
light weight and durable. Easy to carry 
in quantity. Weighted steel driver is 
necessary to drive in the Tepco posts. 
Wire clip fasteners and postdriver 
furnished at nominal costs. 

Get literature on line fence posts and 
48" electric posts 

See your dealer or contact us 
Write or Call 405 424-2222 

(TEPCO, INCJ  

1973. Production expenses took $1,- 
198 of that, leaving you a net in¬ 
come of only $486. 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEW! 



mission, the Federal Power Com¬ 
mission, the U.S. Justice Depart¬ 
ment or other governmental or reg¬ 
ulatory agencies. 

Cooperative leaders are resigned 
to paying a higher price for whole¬ 
sale power but insist that such in¬ 
creases be reasonable and consistent 
with the actual cost of providing 
service to the cooperatives. Some 
increase, however is, as one official 
put it, “a sign of things yet to 
come.” 

Air pollution control facilities at 
power plants is a relatively new, but 
an increasingly expensive, factor in 
the cost of wholesale power cost 
which you, the consumer, must ulti¬ 
mately pay. 

If a power company bums coal 
with more than one percent of 
sulfur content, current federal regu¬ 
lations require that the company 
remove the sulfur dioxide waste- 
product before it is emitted into the 
air. 

The Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) urges utilities to buy 
gigantic scrubber control systems to 
remove the sulfur dioxide. 

The EPA estimates by 1980 one 
of every three plants burning coal 
will have to use scrubbers. Cost of 
these scrubbers is an estimated $5.4 

billion. 
Furthermore, the EPA encour¬ 

ages state utility commissions, the 
agencies which decide if and when 
a private power company can in¬ 
crease its rates, to allow such costs 
to be passed on to consumers. 

Increased wholesale power cost 
is only one of the reasons your 
electric bill is going up. The cost of 
electricity is rising for much the 
same reasons the cost of everything 
else we buy is rising—inflation. 

Electric loads continue to grow 
and cooperatives must continually 
increase their plant by extending 
service to new customers and by 
replacing old worn out equipment 
with new. 

In fact, many of the poles the 
cooperatives installed are now as 
much as 35 years old and nearing 
the end of their useful lives. The 
poles to replace the decaying ones 
will cost five to 10 times as much 
as the originals did 35 years ago. 
Maintaining service while the pole 
is being replaced is even more dif¬ 
ficult than new construction and 
adds to the cost. 

Poles are just one example. 
Dean Searls, manager of Adams 

Electrical Co-Operative, Camp 
Point, recently presented a staggering 

Oaks Mfg. Inc., Oaks, N.D., introduces Model L600—New—Compact—4 Wheel 
Drive Loader. Hydrostatic Drive—Turns in its tracks—Operation is smooth and 
easy.. .and economical to own. Ideal for any job on the farm, construction, 
factory and warehouse. Various buckets and forks available. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR A FREE DEMONSTRATION 
CONTACT THE ILL. REP., BOB DICKEY-P.O. BOX 826 
CHATHAM, ILL. 62629, PH. 217-483-3324 

See Us At The Illinois State Fair 

list of rising material cost figures to 
members at the cooperative’s an¬ 
nual meeting. 

Consider the following prices 
Adams Electrical, as well as other 
cooperatives, are now paying com¬ 
pared to prices paid at the end of 
1972, just a year and a half ago: 

—Crossarms to support the dis¬ 
tribution lines have nearly tripled in 
price—from $4.88 to $14.88 each. 

—Copper wire, used in transform¬ 
ers and in line construction, has 
jumped 50 to 75 percent. 

—Conductor used in the lines 
you see along the road has in some 
cases doubled and tripled in price 
since the end of 1972 and is often 
hard to find at any price. 

“Construction costs have almost 
doubled during the past two years,” 
Searls said. “The most serious ques¬ 
tion is—when will prices level off?” 

If high prices for materials were 
not enough to contend with, coop¬ 
eratives are also facing shortages of 
steel, aluminum, copper, timber and 
other construction material. If a 

(continued on page 28) 
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66" PLASTIC LINE POSTS 

New 72” Line Posts, Heavier & Larger 
• Strong, Durable, Attractive 
• Non-Conductive, Non-Corrosive 
• Drive-In Easily with Tepco Driver 
• No Digging, Sotting, Filling 

Build your fences the easy way with 
TEPCO Line Posts—just like hundreds 
of ranchers and farmers throughout the 
nation are doing. Tep-Posts are strong, 
light weight and durable. Easy to cany 
in quantity. Weighted steel driver is 
necessary to drive in the Tepco posts. 
Wire clip fasteners and postdriver 
furnished at nominal costs. 

Get literature on line fence posts and 
48" electric posts 

See your dealer or contact us 
Write or Call 405 424-2222 

(TEPCO, INC.) 
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VIEWS 
FROM 
OUR ANNUAL 
MEETING 

A lot of time and effort go into making ar 
Annual Meeting a success. True, it only come 
once a year, but that once calls for a lot o 
planning. For many of our employees, th< 
Annual Meeting starts as soon as the one th< 
year before ends. ! 

In a way, even though our cooperative i 
37 years old, this was a year of firsts for ou 
Annual Meeting. This was the first year w< 
held the meeting at the Menard County 
Fairgrounds, the first meeting held durinj 
June and the first time we have served ; 
barbecue dinner to our member-owners 
Reports we have gotten back so far indicati 
that our “firsts” were well received by thosf 
attending the meeting. 

As for the meeting itself, it came of 
without a hitch. We were pleased with thi 
turnout and the participation. We think thi 
proves why the cooperative system is sc 
strong today—our members care. 

We think we also have a fine queen t( 
represent us at the Annual Meeting of th< 
Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives ir 
Springfield this month. We had seven girls ir 
the pageant and each of them would hav< 
made a fine queen. We know the judges had ; 
difficult time picking just one. 

We would also like to take thi 
opportunity to thank all of the people whc 
put in some long hours and gave so freely o 
their time to make our 37th annual meetinj 
the success we feel it was. To our employees 
their families and just to our many friend 
who helped, we thank you! ; 

Flere are a few scenes from the meeting 
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LEFT: At a reorganizational' 
meeting, the board re-elected Alvin 
Davis, president; Howard 
Montgomery, vice president; Ernst 
Hild, secretary, and Robert Zook, 
treasurer. From left are: Zook, Hild, 
Montgomery and Davis. BELOW, 
CENTER: The cooperative had seven 
beautiful young ladies vying for the 
title of “Miss Menard Electric 
Cooperative for 1974.'' BELOW, 
LEFT: Manager John Root presented 
service awards to Harold “Bud" Brunk 
(left) Charles Cowin and Carl T. 
Atterberry, general foreman. BELOW, 
RIGHT: The Queen and Her Court. 
From left are: second runner-up. 
Sherry Knous of Petersburg; "Miss 
Menard Electric Cooperative for 
1974" Miss Michelle Umbach of 
Easton, and first runner-up. Miss 
Ren'ee Schoneweis of Tallula. 



\^7ith its buggy and train rides, 
^ * one might call it an amuse¬ 

ment park. But Old Bagdad Town 
and the Amish community proclaim 
it a historic site and the floral and 
rock displays make it a flowery 
paradise. 

Perhaps it’s better just to call 
Rockome Gardens one of a kind. 

The curious blend of amusement 
park, historical site and floral won¬ 
derland is what makes Rockome 
unique. It also makes it one of Illi¬ 
nois’ most attractive and visited 
tourist spots. 

Located five miles west of Areola 
off 1-57, Rockome is the product 
of two different designers—Arthur 
Martin and the present owner, Elvan 
Yoder—and one great ethnic in¬ 
fluence, the Amish community which 
surrounds it. Electrical power for 
Rockome Gardens is supplied by 
Coles-Moultrie Electric Cooperative, 
Mattoon. 

Martin, a wealthy industrialist 
from Arthur, started the floral de¬ 
sign of the Gardens in 1939, during 
the latter days of the Depression. 

When his business could no long¬ 
er sustain his employees, Martin used 
them to work on his estate, rather 
than turn them out on the welfare 
roles. He bought tons of native Illi¬ 
nois rocks, which his workers broke 
by hand and inlaid into cement to 
form the rockwork and fences for 
which Rockome is noted for today. 

In 1951, Martin donated the 208- 
acre farm to the Mennonite Board 
of Missions and Charities for use as 
a retirement haven for missionaries. 
Seven years later, the Board sold 
the farm and gardens to Yoder, him¬ 
self a Mennonite who had been 
reared in the Amish faith. 

“I bought the land originally to 
farm it,” Yoder said. “My wife and 
I were raising three sons and a 
daughter and everyone helped plant 
and weed the flowers and keep the 
rock formation patched.” 

And when thousands of people 
drove by to view the gardens from 
the road, Yoder realized farming 

ii 



Cut off the electricity 
and your life can 
be drastically 
affected for 
several hours. 

Cut off your earning power and your life 
can be drastically affected for years. 
Like electricity, good health is something 
we often take for granted. But just as light¬ 
ning can suddenly cut off the electrical 
power, disability can just as quickly cut 
off your earnings. At a time when medical 
bills are added to the cost of everyday 
living, the loss of your income can be 
especially serious. 

Your Disability Income Protection Plan can 
help see to it that you will have money to 
live on when you are unable to work be¬ 
cause of a covered illness or injury. 
Underwritten by Mutual of Omaha, this 
plan can pay you from $100 to $800 a month 
depending upon the plan you choose and 
qualify for. These are tax-free benefits to 
help replace your paycheck. You use it on 
your family's needs as you see fit. 

For more information regarding this Dis¬ 
ability Income Protection Plan, just mail 
in the coupon below. Or contact your local 
Mutual of Omaha representative. 

L. Earl Cutler 
7600 West Main Street • P.O. Box 965 
Belleville, Illinois 62223 
Phone: (618) 398-1950 

S. B. Stottrup 
111 East Decatur • Decatur, Illinois 62525 
Phone: (217) 429-5495 

A. H. Harris 
1119 South Sixth Street 
Springfield, Illinois 62705 
Phone: (217) 528-3434 

W. C. Hayes 
407 Rockford Trust Building • P.O. Box 419 
Rockford, Illinois 61105 

Jack B. Williams 
Jack Williams Division Office 
285 South Plazaway 
Cape Girardeau, Missouri 63701 
Phone: (314) 334-2841 

R. L. Thomas 
309-10 Bondi Building 
Galesburg, Illinois 61401 

UNDfRWRITTEN BY 

Mutual 
^OmahaSL/ 

The people who pay... 

Life Insurance Affiliate: United of Omaha 

MUTUAL Of OMAHA INSURANCE COMPANY 
HOME OffICI OMAHA. NEBRASKA 

Dept. 2R ^ 
Disability Income Protection Plan 
Mutual of Omaha • Dodge at 33rd Street 
Omaha, Nebraska 68131 

Please rush me the complete facts on the Disability Income Protection Plan that can i 
pay me up to $800 a month in tax-free benefits. 

NAME    ' 

ADDRESS       

CITY STATE ZIP  

FILL OUT AND MAIL TODAY. NO OBLIGATION! I 
 : J 



Utility Bills Jump 
Many people are disking why they 

should pay more wheh they are using 
less electricity, gas or telephone. 
Soaring utility bills are giving another 
stiff jolt to the hard pressed family 
budget. 

Almost everywhere, people are 
confronted with rising costs for 
electricity. Rates for natural gas, if 
available, are climbing. Telephone 
charges have also been increased. 

For many, many years the price of 
electricity actually decreased and has 
lagged far behind other items that 
make up our cost of living. However, 
today utility bills are increasing, and in 
some locations are increasing by 

staggering amounts. 
The following chart reflects the 

increased cost of 500 kilowatt-hours 
used each month between February 

rf. 1973 and February 1974: 

Location Typical Increase 

New York 47.5% 
Long Beach 36.3% 
Los Angeles 27.7% 
Boston 24.9% 
Atlanta 17% 
San Francisco 16.4% 
Washington 16.1% 
Philadelphia 13.1% 

Source: Federal Power Commission 

The future of our rates is unknown 
at this time. The above represents a 
sample of rates in other parts of the 
country. 

At this time, we are unaware if the 
adjustment of your cooperative rates 
made in March of this year will remain 
constant throughout the year of 1975. 
The uncertainty is caused by a 
substantial increase which we expect 
to pay on our wholesale power rates, 
effective January 1, 1975. Inflation, 
labor, materials and the ecology 
demands being placed on the utility 
market make this a critical period of 
our times. 

P Menard Electric News 
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Debbie J. Johnson of Greenview for the past year has been a student trainee 
in your cooperative office. Debbie graduated from Greenview High School in 

May, 1974, and began full time employment with your cooperative as a clerk. 

Debbie is shown at the new Micro Film Reader, recently purchased by the 

cooperative. We welcome Debbie to the Menard Electric Family. 

Co-op Comments 
Ron R. Harden, Route 5, 

Springfield, a lineman for your 
cooperative since June, 1971, received 
severe electrical burns on July 8, 1974. 
Ron was working on an electric 
distribution line east of Havana when 
he came into contact with 7200 volts. 
Ron was given emergency treatment at 
the Mason District Hospital, Havana, 

and was then transported to the Burn 

Unit at the Memorial Medical Center 

in Springfield. It was determined that 

he had suffered second and third 

degree electrical burns. We are happy 

to report that Ron was released from 

the hospital on July 12 and is 

recovering rapidly at his home. Our 

best wishes go to Ron and his family. 

We anticipate that he will be back on 
the job by the time this article is 

printed. 

Tim L. Gofer, a lineman for your 
cooperative, resigned as of July 5, 

1974. 

Mr. and Mrs. David K. Atterberry 

of Buffalo celebrated their 20th 
wedding anniversary on August 8th. 

***** 

Dave is a lineman in the 

Buffalo-1 lliopolis area. 
Mr. and Mrs. Elwin E. DeLong of 

Petersburg celebrated their 40th 
wedding anniversary on August 18th. 

Ed is a former lineman in the Buffalo 

area, and for a number of years served 
as staking engineer, working out of 

Petersburg. 
James F. Jacobs of Athens, who has 

been employed by your cooperative as 

stores clerk, has recently been 

promoted to an apprentice lineman. 

Terry L. Cutright, an apprentice 

lineman who suffered a broken leg this 
past winter, has returned to full duty, 

and in addition, he and his wife, Jane, 
are proud parents of a son, Jason Alan, 

born Friday, July 12. 
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THE RAPID INCREASE 
OF MATERIAL COST 

/ End of Most Recent 

1972 1974 

8’ Wood Crossarm   $ 6.69 $14.14 

10’Wood Crossarm   7.63 16.18 

2" Conduit  .62 per ft. 1.03 per ft. 

Fuse Cutouts  17.43 21.04 

Pole Top Pin  1.68 2.13 

Wood Poles: 
30’ Class 5 Pole  27.70 46.49 

30’Class 6 Pole  23.90 38.90 

35’Class 4 Pole  41.65 73.61 

35’Class 6 Pole  30.50 56.07 

Anchor Rods  1.83 2.40 

Weatherhead    
Conductor: 

3.32 5.78 

No. 4 ACSR—Bare Aluminum . . . .25 per lb. .45 per lb. 

No. 2 RHW—Insulated Copper . . . .25 per ft. .52 per ft. 

No. 6 Bare Copper—solid  .92 per lb. 1.93 per lb. 

4/0 Underground Stranded—600 V. . . .14 per ft. .18 per ft. 

facts about 
your cooperative 

□ 

1953 1973 

1. Average number of consumers billed on December 31 4,981 6,643 

2. New services connected 76 363 

3. Total miles of line energized on Dec. 31 2,017 2,295 

4. Average monthly KWH’s usage of members 293 823 

5. Average bill per consumer per month $9.08 $22.91 

6. Total KWH purchased 20,388,000 73,858,800 

7. Total KWH sold 17,538,644 65,591,010 

8. Percent of line loss 14% 11% 

ELECTRIC 
APPLIANCE 

POWER 
CONSUMPTION 
Based on estimates by the 

Electric Energy Association— 

KWH 
Average Consumed 

Food Wattage Annually 

Blender  . . .386 15 
Broiler  . 1,436 100 
Carving knife .... . . . .92 8 
Coffee maker .... . . .894 106 
Deep Fryer  . . 1,448 83 
Dishwasher  . 1,201 363 
Freezer (frostless, 

15 cu. ft.) .... . . .440 1,761 
Frying pan  . . 1,196 186 
Mixer  . . . 127 13 
Oven, microwave . . . . 1,500 300 
Oven, self-cleaning . . .4,800 1,146 
Range   . .8,200 1,175 
Refrigerator (frost- 

less, 12 cu. ft.) . . . . .321 1,217 
Toaster  . . 1,146 39 
Waffle Iron  . . 1,116 22 
Waste disposer . . . . . . 445 30 
LAUNDRY 
Clothes dryer .... . .4,856 993 
Iron (hand)  . . 1,008 144 
Washing machine . . . . .512 103 
Water heater 

(standard) .... . .2,475 4,219 
COMFORT - 

Air conditioner 
(room)  . . 1,566 1,389 

Electric blanket . . . . .177 147 
Dehumidifier .... . . .257 377 
Fan (rollaway) . . . . . . 171 138 
Heater (portable) . . . . 1,322 176 
Heating pad .... . . . .65 10 
Humidifier  . . .177 163 
HEALTH 
Hairdryer   . . .381 14 
Shaver   . . . .14 1.8 
Sun lamp  279 16 
Toothbrush.  . . . .7 0.5 

ENTERTAINMENT 
Radio   . . .71 86 
Radio-record player . . 109 109 
Television (black 

and white)  . .237 362 
Television (color) . . . .332 502 
HOUSEWARES 
Clock   ... 2 17 
Floor polisher . . . . . .305 15 
Sewing machine . . . . .75 11 
Vacuum cleaner . . . . .630 46 
Note: 1 kilowatt equals 1,000 watts. A 
kilowatt hour is the equivalent of 1,000 
watts used for 1 hour. 
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rience needed We show y 
supply all tools and furniture kits to j 

get started! Fascinating, creative ... | 
ideal for spare or full time business. ! 

MODERN UPHOLSTERY INSTITUTE ' 
Box 899 JAR Orange, Calif, 92669 

110 VOLT 
A.C. GENERATORS 

60 cycles. 3000 watts. Wt. 27 pounds. 
5"xl0". Fanbelt driven from car or pick¬ 
up. Operates T.V. all power tools. Over 
13,000 in service. This is our 24th year. 
Guaranteed 6 months. $115.50 Postpaid 
while supply lasts. 
Our X1200-watt generator needs no 
battery. Special price: $95.00 Postpaid. 
Tool Power® 500 watts D.C. Installs 15 
minutes on any car with alternator. Op¬ 
erates all power tools, charges batteries 
fast. No belts. $25.00 Postpaid. 

VIRDEN PERMA-BILT COMPANY 
P.O. Box 7160IN. 

2821 Mays, Amarillo, Texas 79109 

If Ruptured 
TRY THIS OUT 

Modern Protection Provides Great 
Comfort and Holding Security 

An “eye-opening” revelation in sensi¬ 
ble and comfortable reducible rupture 
protection may be yours for the asking, 
without cost or obligation. Full details 
of the new and different Kice Support 
will be sent you Free. Here’s a Support 
that has brought joy and comfort to 
thousands—by releasing them from 
Trusses that bind and cut. Designed to 
securely hold a rupture up and in where 
it belongs and yet give freedom of body 
and genuine comfort. For full informa¬ 
tion—write today! WILLIAM S. KICE, 
Inti, ADAMS, N. Y„ 13605 DEPT. Q if 

Puts PainTo 

SUES 
Now for the first time, overnight temporary 
relief from the pain of arthritis, bursitis, 
rheumatism, soreness, stiffness. Just rub 
Icy Hot’s creamy balm over the affected 
joints or muscles, and you can actually feel 
the pain start lessening. Begin to sleep 
peacefully again. If you don’t have relief 
in 24 hours we'll refund your money. Not 
available in stores. 

SEND S3PER JAR 
J. W. Gibson Co., 
Dept. 132 
2000 N. Illinois St. 
Indpls., Ind. 46202 
© J. W. GIBSON CO., 1973 

(For SVi OZ. Jar.) 

GIBSOfl 

LOOK 
WHAT 

GETS 
YOU: 

Aldens new 
786-pg. Fall/ 

Winter Catalog 
plus a $5 

Merchandise 
Discount 

Certificate 

Clip coupon and see what’s new in fashion 
for 1974. Great new money-saving ideas in 
furnishings, appliances, outdoor needs too. 
To get you started shopping you’ll also get a 
$5 Merchandise Discount Certificate (good 
with your first order of SI 5 or more). 

f HLDEflS 
ACT NOW! 

Quantities limited. Offer 
good for new customers only. 

Offer expires Oct. 15,1974. 

Send $1 to Aldens, Box 6167 

Chicago, Illinois 60680 

M  
| Name 

■  ■ 
" Address 
1 

| City State Zip | 

Take this $4.50 bottle 
of Spray Perfume 

for O 
only Magic JMoments 

Spray Perfume. 

Discover how easy it is to earn $25, $50, even more a week 
in your spare time as a Blair Lady. No experience needed 
. . . you don’t invest a penny. Just send us 250 in coin and 
we’ll send you your spray perfume plus Blair’s money-mak¬ 
ing kit. Six complete product lines give you something for 
everyone so profits pile up fast. Save money, too, by buy¬ 
ing your own beauty aids and home products at special 
dealers’ prices. Mail coupon today. 

BIAlRj Dept. 500 B.T., Lynchburg, Va. 24505 
I enclose 250 in coin for shipping and handling. Please send my 
spray perfume and Blair money-making kit—containing four other 
Blair products—on approval for 30 days. If I decide this oppor¬ 
tunity is not for me, I will return the kit and keep my Spray Per¬ 
fume plus one other product from the kit . . . absolutely FREE. 
Or when I send in my first order within 30 days, I keep the entire 
kit FREE. There’s no further obligation, of course. 

Print Name      Age  

t 
U ;T 

Address. 

I 
I 
I 
I City  

L 21°^-1275 
.State. .Zip. 
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YOU CAN CUT HEATING AND COOLING 

COSTS BY NEARLY 50 PERCENT 
A home presently using available 

energy-conserving products and 

materials can cut the cost of heating or 

air conditioning by nearly half, 

builders were told recently in Chicago. 

Contrary to the belief of builders and 

the home buyer, about 33 percent of 

the heat and cooling in a home is lost 

through the walls, ceilings and floors. 

Research on an actual home, under 

the guidance of the University of 

Minnesota, indicates that the greatest 

heat loss comes through air change. 

Air change heat loss comes through 

leaks around doors, through the 

siding, fireplace dampers left open, 

etc. 

To reduce air leaks in your home, 

inexpensive remedies can be applied. 

They include sealing all cracks 

carefully, selecting doors and windows 

with quality weather stripping, 

installing hydraulic door closers on 

every exterior door and specifying 
fireplace, kitchen and bathroom 

fans that really close effectively. 
To reduce window and door 

leakages, builders are advised to use 

insulating glass for all windows, storm 

windows, louver-type screening for 

natural ventilation, drapes and shades 

that can be closed in summer and open 

to the sun in winter and natural foliage 

for shading. 

Walls should be insulated with 3.5 

inches of quality insulation between 
the studs to reduce loss through 

ceilings and roofs. The space above the 

ceiling and between rafters should be 

insulated with six to 10 inches of 

insulation. 

To reduce loss through the floors, 

four inches of insulation should be 

installed and all heating and air 

conditioning ducts in unheated air 

spaces should be insulated. 

The National Bureau of Standards 

indicates that for every degree above 

70 degrees, it cost about three percent 

more for heating in a typical home in 

Mid-America. Their recommendation 

is to set back the thermostat at night. 

COOP 
MONTH 

October is Co-op Month, and 

cooperatives are made up of people 

who have joined together to provide 
themselves with a wide variety of 

goods and services. These people are 
partners in their cooperatives—partners 

for progress. Believe it or not, more 

than 50 million Americans belong to 

one kind of cooperative or another. 

Right here in the Central Illinois area, 

more than 6,000 people obtain their 

electric power through Menard 

Electric Cooperative. During Co-op 

Month, the members of Menard 

Electric Cooperative salute the 

members of other cooperatives all 

across the country. Remember, 

cooperatives are people in 

partnership-Partners for Progress. 
* ** 

Since the stock market collapsed, 

gentlemen now prefer ‘bonds.’ 

Co-op Comments 

We have received several comments 

on the cost of the energy bills which 

were submitted on or about August 

20. These electric bills covered service 

from on or about June 20 to July 20, 

and were at an all-time record high. 

This period covers nearly the same 

period as that which your cooperative 

purchased wholesale power from our 

power supplier. During that period, 

your cooperative purchased nearly 1.5 

million kilowatt-hours in excess of any 

other 30-day period since your 

cooperative was organized in 1936. 

This was the most consistent 30-day 

period of extremely hot weather, most 

of which fell into the one billing 

period, we have ever experienced. 

During this very hot weather, central 

air conditioning ran almost 

continuously and, in addition, 

Randall J. Avery of Petersburg 

began employment as a stores clerk 

with your cooperative on August 19. 

Randy and his wife, Georgia, live at 
Route 2, Petersburg. 

Albert A. Sims began employment 

with your cooperative as a 
groundman-truck driver on August 14. 

We welcome Randy and Al to the 

cooperative family. 
*** 

Ronny R. Harden, lineman for 

your cooperative, who received 

electrical burns on July 8, returned to 

work on September 3. 
* ** 

Time is getting short for having 

your old heating system changed to a 

modern electric heating system by the 

time snow falls. For members who 

don’t have a tight, well insulated 

electric home, an automatic electric 
humidifier is an energy saving 

appliance. Properly moistured air can 

make you feel comfortable at a lower 

thermostat setting. Lower thermostat 

settings mean lower fuel cost. 
* * * 
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Am I a Builder? NEW SERVICES 

Now is the time to make 

arrangements for that new service for 

irrigation and/or crop drying for the 

year 1975. 

We realize that this is only 

October, 1974, but applications have 

been coming in for the past three 

weeks for new services in 1975. We 

want to serve you in any way possible, 

but to do this we need your assistance 

in advising us at the earliest possible 

moment of your need for additional 

capacity or new service locations. 

If you are contemplating a new 

irrigation system for 1975, please 

notify Menard Electric Cooperative 

prior to December 15, 1974. The 

cooperative cannot guarantee service 

to your new system unless we have 

been advised by the above date. The 

reason for this request is quite simple. 

Under the present day economic 

situation, we are not assured of 

materials even though we have ordered 

a substantial amount for the coming 

year. 

Likewise, if you are thinking about 

new facilities for drying your grain, 

and/or the addition of drying 

equipment to your present facilities, 

please advise your cooperative of your 

plans before June 15, 1975. 

One of the first things that our 

members should do in making advance 

preparation for new services is to 

contact the cooperative office and 

work out the details necessary to 

implement the construction of electric 
service. In some cases, you may find 

that only a larger service is required. 

Others may need new services with 

some line extension involved. This 

type of work CANNOT be done 

overnight. It requires that staking for 
the new construction be done, that 

material be issued, and that a 

reasonable construction schedule be 

provided. These things all take time 

and your cooperative attempts to 

build these services on a first-come, 

first-served basis, if at all practical. 

We at your cooperative office are 

sincere about wanting to help you 

farm better and live better electrically, 

but we need your assistance in 

accomplishing this goal. Remember, 

contact your cooperative first about 

your plans for 1975. 

OCTOBER 1974 

I saw them tearing a building down, 

A gang of men in a busy town, 

With a ho-heave-ho and a lusty yell, 

They swung a beam and the side wall 

fell. 

I asked the foreman, 

“Are these men skilled, 

As the men you would hire if you 

had to build?” 

He laughed and said, “No indeed, 

I can easily wreck in a day or two, 

What builders have taken a year to 

do” 

I asked myself as I went my way, 

Which of these roles have I tried to 

play? 

Am I a builder who works with care 

Measuring life by the rule and square, 

Or am I a wrecker who walks the 

town, 

Content with the labor of tearing 

down? 
—unknown 

Here’s Why We Keep 

Reminding You 
to Conserve Energy 

We know you 
care as much as 
we do that the 

versatile power of 
electricity will al¬ 
ways be available. 
Electricity to do 

the really important 
things around the home 

and farm that make life 
easier. To operate life¬ 

saving medical equipment in 
rural area hospitals. To light 

the schools your children attend. 
To power industries that inject new 

economic life in your area. Besides, 
we want you to save money. Selling 
electricity is our business — but we 
don’t want to sell you more than you 
need. You can waste electricity 
or you can use it efficiently. 
It’s just too valuable to waste. 
In America, our way of life, 

our standard of living, our 
very existence depends 

on electric power. 
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\ Leo Goleman of Di- 
vernon is a person 

who enjoys people, seeks to 
understand problems and, 
above all, likes to be in¬ 
volved. These are probably 
only a few of the attributes 
which led to his selection as 
president of the Association 
of Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tives (AIEC). 

How he became involved 
with the work of electric 
cooperatives, and the organ¬ 
ization he now heads, is a 
different story. In the be¬ 
ginning, at least, it was due 
to embarrassment. 

Goleman was selected as 
president by directors of the 
AIEC during the recent an¬ 
nual meeting of the organi¬ 
zation. The AIEC is a state¬ 
wide organization which 
provides services to the 27 
distribution cooperatives and 
two generation and trans¬ 
mission cooperatives in Illinois. Gole¬ 
man is also vice president of Rural 
Electric Convenience Cooperative 
Co., Auburn. 

“I guess I was like a lot of people 
who take their electrical service for 
granted,” Goleman said. “I had nev¬ 
er attended an annual meeting of 
our local cooperative or even went 
inside the office except maybe to 
pay a bill. When the board asked 
me to serve, I felt a certain amount 
of real embarrassment.” 

And because he is the type of 
person who doesn’t like to settle for 
just a little knowledge, after he be¬ 
came a director, Goleman set about 
to learn all he could about the elec¬ 
tric business. “We are able to re¬ 
spond as we understand,” Goleman 
said. 

That understanding, over a five- 
year period, led to his selection as 
only the 12th president of the AIEC. 
He succeeded Robert Zook of Athens. 

At one time in his life, however, 
Goleman would have been an un¬ 
likely candidate to even belong to 
a rural-oriented organization, much 
less be its president. He was much 
more at home in the classroom or 
with his paintbrush and easel. 

aiec s new 

ABOVE: Goleman farms 760 acres near 
Divernon and maintains an interest in the 
problems of the rural area. RIGHT: Goleman 
is married and has four children. Front, from 
left are: Anne, 19, and Goleman. Back row, 
from left are: John, 21; Andy, 12, Mrs. Gole¬ 
man, and Melinda, 16. 

The son of a minister, Goleman 
was born in the small town of Oak¬ 
land in Coles County. His first am¬ 
bition was to become an athletic 
coach. When illness prevented the 
realization of that dream, he turned 
to his second love—art. 

“I didn’t take my first art course 
until I was in college, so it took me 
quite a while to develop my style,” 
Goleman said. “I used to sit at the 
kitchen table and paint for hours 
working on my technique. 

“I wanted to paint things that 
people could laugh at and under¬ 
stand . . . things people might en¬ 
joy,” Goleman added. “I guess my 
paintings reflect my philosophy of 
life. They are my way of express¬ 
ing what I feel.” 

After receiving his Bachelor’s De¬ 
gree in Education and his Master’s 
Degree in Fine Arts, Goleman taught 
art in the Springfield public school 
system for four years. He left teach¬ 
ing to become a farmer. 

Goleman did not start farming 
until he was 27 years old. He and 
his wife, Dorothy, moved into a 
house near Divernon, owned by her 
father, and rented 120 acres to farm. 
Goleman, 21 years later, now farms 



Festival 

r I thousands recently stepped back 
A into yesteryear for a few hours 

and enjoyed the sights and sounds 
of their forefathers. 

The scene was the Land of Lin¬ 
coln Crafts Festival, held annually 
each fall at the New Salem Car¬ 
riage Museum, one-half mile south 
of New Salem State Park. Because 
of the central location, the festival 
has become popular with visitors 
from all corners of Illinois and 
neighboring states. 

More than 160 local people, many 
of them electric cooperative mem¬ 
bers, demonstrated 60 crafts which 
our ancestors took for granted in 

their everyday lives, but today have 
been forgotten by most people. 

The annual event was sponsored 
by Petersburg Town and County 
Women’s Club. Electric power for 
the site was provided by Menard 
Electric Cooperative, Petersburg. 

Much of the festival was a gour¬ 
met’s delight with fresh smoked 
ham, sassafras tea, bittersweet, 
paw-paws, pumpkin bread, cottage 
cheese, kraut, hominy, sorghum and 
sweet cider. 

There was something for all ages. 
And although it only lasted a week¬ 
end, it brought back many fond 
memories of days gone by. 

SELOW: Chester Petitt of Springfield (left) and Homer Louns- 
berry of Oakford, a member of Menard Electric Cooperative, 
set their team to work. BOTTOM: Dell Price of Petersburg, 
also a cooperative member, slowly stirs a fresh batch of 
sorghum. CENTER: The fine art of rail splitting was handled 
by several hearty young men. FAR LEFT, BELOW: Mary 
Hurie of Petersburg demonstrated chair caning. FAR LEFT, 
ABOVE: According to Mrs. Ernest Ayers of Pawnee, a mem¬ 
ber of Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative Co., Auburn, 
goose plucking really doesn’t hurt the pluckee. 

15 



with gratitude 

As the cost of supplying electricity 

continues its upward spiral, the 

directors and employees of your 

cooperative have instituted many cost 

saving innovations, the latest of which 

is the installation of ah underground 

gasoline storage tank with oump to 
supply the necessary gasoline for the 

Co-op Comments 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. Cowin, 

Ki I bourne, celebrated their 35th 

wedding anniversary on October 28. 

Charlie is a lineman in the Kilbourne 

area, and has been employed by your 

cooperative for the past 25 years. 
*** 

A new three-phase underground 
distribution line is presently being 

built from a substation at Bishop in 

Mason County, in a northerly 

direction to a point near the Mason 

and Tazewell County line. 

vehicles which are operated out of the 
Petersburg headquarters. 

By the time this article is printed, 

the storage tank will be in place and 

operative for our vehicles. 

Robert Ingram, trenching 

contractor of Athens, is shown in the 

accompanying photograph excavating 

and placing the tank into place. 

This new feeder line will give an 

alternate feed to the area west of 

Manito, and in the Spring Lake area of 

Tazewell County. 

The United Utility Supply 

Cooperative of Louisville, Kentucky is 

the contractor on this installation. 

Once this line is completed, we 

anticipate improved continuity of 

service in this portion of your 

cooperative service area. 
*** 

Electric water heating efficiency is 

close to 100 percent, but there are 

certain rules to follow to get the most 

from your water heater: 

1. Always locate the water heater 

closest to the location of greatest use 

of hot water. With long pipe runs you 

waste a lot of cold water, which must 

be drawn off before hot water reaches 

the faucet. 

2. Check faucet for leaks. 

3. Hold dishes in dishwasher until 
you have a full load. 

4. Wash only full loads of laundry. 

5. Less water is required to take a 

shower than to take a bath. 
*** 

Remember that flowing grain is 

dangerous. Preach this to your family, 

helpers and neighbors. Stay out of 

grain bins, unless proper precautions 

are taken. 
*** 

Each month as we prepare this 

center section, we wonder what do our 

members want to know about? What 

additional information or service can 

we give them? If there are items you 

would like to hear more about, put 

your notes or comments in with your 

next billing and we will try to honor 

your requests. 
*** 

Fair-minded as most of us think 

we are, actually few of us are willing 
to hear both sides. 

Cooperative Installs Gasoline Facilities 
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Story of the Month 
The magician who entertained 

passengers on a cruise ship did well 

with his act, but had some problems 

when he caused various items to 

disappear. 

There was a parrot who watched 

intently, and when the disappearing 

acts were completed, he would shout, 

“It’s up his sleeve,” or “It’s in his 

hat.” 

One night at the end of his 

performance there was a terrible 

grinding noise, the ship capsized, and 

within minutes sunk. The magician 

and the parrot found themselves alone 

on a life raft with nothing in sight. The 

parrot glared at the magician for 

several minutes, then said, “All right, 

you’ve finally fooled me, now what 

did you do with the ship?” 
sit* * 

TRAIN UP a child in the way he 

should go, and when he is old he will 

not depart from it. 

GRANDPA NEVER WORRIED 
ABOUT AN ENERGY SH0RTA6E. 
A HAND APPLIED VIGOROUSLY 
TO AN OFFSPRING'S SEAT 
WARNED BOTH PARTICIPANTS 

AND INSPIRED A GREATER 
PRODUCTIVE OUTPUT 

Power Play-. 
The American Way 

Confronted by a power crisis The lighted signs all over town, 
We must all make sacrifices 

In keeping with Our Leader’s wishes 

(But don’t make me hand-wash my 

dishes). 

I think it only fair and just 

My neighbor’s boat should sit and rust, 

But find it neither just nor fair 

To leave my camper sitting there. 

The lamps that through the winter tan 

The hides of idlers need a ban; 

For them the sun is simply fine. (What? 

Hang my wash out on the line?) 

The man who would deny his wife 

The use of an electric knife. 

Would like, I’m sure, to bend the rules 

So he can keep his power tools. 

Sacrifice the merry-go-round 

And my teen-agers stereo sound 

And let them give up Owen Marshall, 

But my wails would not be partial 

If anybody ever tried 

To turn off Eric Sevareid. 

I must confess I would be tickled 
To see young men unmotorcycled, 

But would be inclined to balk 

Should anyone suggest I walk 
Up the stairs or down the street. 

(You think that’s why God gave us 

feet?) 

I’d gladly see them all come down, 

And, as another power saver, 

Throw out my mate’s electric shaver 

But it would arouse my ire 

If he threw out my home hair dryer. 

All rock guitars with amplifiers 

And other people’s deep fat fryers 

The things you use to mash your trash 

Brush your teeth and count your 

cash— 

These sacrifices I will render 

But leave me my electric blender. 

I’ll entertain by candlelight. 

Just so I can maintain my right 

To keep my appetizers hot 

In an electric fondue pot. 

Yes, you must all reduce your speed 

To meet the current fuel need. 

And make your gasoline go far 

Carpooling in a compact car; 

While I, for reasons incidental, 

Ride solo in my Continental. 

Our pioneer spirit must prevail: 

Let’s turn the heat off in jail. 
Let the postmen take their jobs in 

stride, 

But to the 18th tee I’ll ride. 

I’ll do whatever must be done 

(While looking out for Number One). 

Hunting Season Time 

From time to time, through this 

medium and other means, your 

cooperative has attempted to suggest 

to its members that should anyone 

observe hunters or people with 

firearms shooting at cooperative 

property, to please call the cooperative 

and/or their local sheriff in an attempt 

to stop this expensive, nonsensical 

method of amusing themselves. As a 

recent case in point; on September 28, 

228 members of your cooperative 

were without electrical service for two 

hours and 20 minutes, due to 

insulators on a three-phase line being 

shot by a rifle and/or shotgun. 

Don Riser, serviceman in the 

Manito area, received an outage call at 

12:10 p.m., and was advised that 

members in an area west of Manito 
had been without service for 

approximately 20 minutes. Mr. Riser 

went out on patrol duty, found the 

trouble, replaced the insulators and 

energized the three-phase line. This 

unnecessary and needless expense of 

time and money is inexcusable. 

The cooperative cannot stop those 

who would destroy cooperative 

property, unless we have your 

assistance. This is not an isolated case 

of thoughtless actions by those who 

would use electric lines, poles, etc., as 

targets. 
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It’s easy to get along with Harry Davidson—just don’t 
make fun of his mules. According to him, you could 

do a lot worse than having a mule for a pet. You could 
have a horse for instance. 

Davidson, who lives on a small farm south of 
Nashville, has one of the best team of mules in the 
state—maybe the nation, considering the declining mule 
population. At least, when he took his team to the Na¬ 
tional Mule and Donkey Jubilee in Indiana recently, 
they were good enough to win the half-mile chariot race 
and place fifth overall in the halter or show class from 
among 1,400 animals. 

The mules’ home is located 27 miles west of Mt. 
Vernon, headquarters of Tri-County Electric Coopera¬ 
tive, Inc., which supplies electric power for the farm. 

Davidson doesn’t exaggerate about his mules’ 
capabilities. In fact, he has a tendency to understate 
them—which often leads the interviewer to ask one 
question too many. 

“I got a stallion out in the pasture,” Davidson 
said, “but he hasn’t got much of a bloodline.” 

The first mistake. “How far back can his bloodline 
be traced?” 

“Well, he is a great-great grandson of General 
Ulysses S. Grant’s horse, Leopard,” Davidson said. 
“Guess he does go back a ways, doesn’t he?” 

Or, “Got me a mule across the road, but he can’t 
jump very high and he’s pretty slow, too.” 

Haven’t you learned. “How high and how slow?” 
“Well, he once cleared a four-foot fence and did a 

quarter mile in 26 seconds,” Davidson said. “Never seen 
any other mule jump that high. And the speed is up to 
a quarterhorse’s.” 

When Davidson talks about his mules in a serious 
vein though—listen. He probably knows as much about 
them as any self-proclaimed expert. He has been around 
mules most of his 58 years. Davidson’s father spent his 
life breaking mules he had purchased and Davidson 
picked up his father’s habit early. 

“I had my first mule when I was six,” Davidson 
said. “When I was 12, I traded a heifer for a mule and 
the mule for an old car. Been swapping ever since 
then.” 

Davidson now has only four mules. A heart 
attack in 1971 forced him to sell most of the 13 
head he had. Eventually though, the heart attack 

H.\RRY DA imSON IS BASICALLY JUST AN .. . 

also forced him to give up his job as a railroad switch¬ 
man in St. Louis, so he’s back in the mule-raising busi¬ 
ness again—if on a much smaller scale. 

“Before I had the heart problems, I used to do 
some serious swapping,” Davidson said. Figure I prob¬ 
ably traded more than 300 in the years I been around 
them. Anymore though, it’s just a hobby with me. 

Davidson only recently has begun entering his 
mules in competitions. And they have done exception¬ 
ally well, even though his mules are considerably small¬ 
er than most of the mules and ponies they compete 
against. 

“These are ‘mini-mules,’ Davidson said. “They 
are a cross between a donkey and a pony instead of a 
donkey and a regular-sized horse. The biggest one stands 
an inch under four-feet high, the smallest is only 45 
inches tall.” 

In another era and area, the mules Davidson 
breeds would be called cotton mules, bred in the Old 
South to do work in cotton rows that a large horse 
could not negotiate. 

Which brings us rather obliquely to the horse. In 
many ways, Davidson feels the mule is maligned when 
compared to his larger cousin, the horse. According to 
him, it should be the other way around. 

“The mule is superior to the horse, intelligence- 
wise and most other ways,” Davidson said. For one 
thing, they are easier to train than a horse. I can train 
a mule to do things in one year it will take a horse three 
years to figure out. 

“That’s why you mostly see trick mules in rodeos 
instead of trick horses. Same thing with being used as 
a pack animal. Mules are just more surefooted going 
up a mountain slope, and they are about half-again as 
strong as a horse of the same size.” 

“Mules aren’t stupid, but the people that own them 
can be,” Davidson said. One story he uses to illustrate 
the point is about a mule pulling a load of hay. 

“The mule pulled until it couldn’t pull anymore, 
which made the farmer mad. He lit a fire under the 
mule to get it going. Well, the mule moved alright. It 

moved until the fire was under the wagon and 
the hay was blazing. 

“Same way with hurting a mule,” David¬ 
son added. “Besides showing how dumb some 

people are, it also proves how intelligent the 
(continued on page 16) 

: ;£*&*■* 
DECEMBER, 1974 11 



Co-op Comments 
The bathtub was invented in 1850, 

and the telephone was invented in 

1875. Had you lived in 1850, you 

could have sat in the bathtub for the 

next 25 years without having the 

phone ring even once. 
* * * 

If you think you are a forgotten 

man, try letting your bills go for a few 

months. 
*** 

Architects cover their mistakes 

with ivy, doctors with sod and brides 

use mayonnaise. 
*** 

We make a living by what we 

get-we make a life by what we give. 

An excellent plumber is definitely 

more admirable than an incompetent 

philosopher. The society which scorns 

excellence in plumbing because 

plumbing is a humble activity and 

tolerates shoddiness in philosophy 

because it is an exalted activity, will 

have neither good plumbing nor good 

philosophy. Neither its pipes nor its 

theories will hold hot water. 

John W. Gardner 
* * * 

Here’s a thought- 

When you are getting low mileage 

on your car, you don’t go to your 

service station and tell the attendant 

there is something wrong with the 

register on his gas pump. Indeed not! 

You take your car to the garage and 

find out why you are getting low 

mileage. 

Why not apply this same principle 

to your “high” electric bills? There is 

always an answer to the.usage that is 

counted up on your meter. 

One of the best preliminary checks 

is to determine past usage of KWH on 

a daily basis, then read your meter 

each day and determine your 

day-to-day KWH usage. This can be 

used as a guide to help you determine 

if you have a leak or a fault 

somewhere in your system. 

The Story of the Nativity... 
And Joseph also went up from Galilee out of the city of 

Nazareth into Judea unto the city of David which he called 

Bethlehem: (because he was of the house of lineage of 

David). 

To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife. 

And so it was that while they were there the days were 

accomplished that she should be delivered. 

And she brought forth her first-born son and wrapped 

him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger because 

there was no room for them in the inn. 

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding 

in the field keeping watch over their flocks by night. And 

lo, the Angel of the Lord came upon them and the glory of 

the Lord shown round about them and they were sore 

afraid. 

And the angel said unto them Fear not for behold I 

bring you good tidings of great joy which shall be to all 

people. 

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 

Savior which is Christ the Lord. 

And this shall be a sign unto you: You shall find the 

babe wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger. 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 
the heavenly host praising God and saying: 

12 

Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace and 

good will toward men. 

And it came to pass as the angels were gone away from 
them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another. Let us 

now go even unto Bethlehem and see this thing which is 

come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. 

And they came with haste and found Mary and Joseph and 

the baby lying in a manger. And when they had seen it they 

made known abroad the saying which was told them 

concerning this child. 

And all they that heard it wondered at those things 

which were told them by the shepherds. 

But Mary kept all these things and pondered them in 

her heart. And the shepherds returned glorifying and 

praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen. 
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM ALL OF US AT MENARD ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 

Respect Friends 
If your rural electric system had its 

way, every householder would become 

intimately acquainted with an old 

friend—electricity. 

Electricity is universally 

recognized as the great aid that it is, 

but far too many people fail to treat it 

with proper respect. For reasons far 

more important than mere etiquette, 

here are some pointers for electrical 

safety that will keep you on the good 

side of a potentially dangerous friend. 

1. Have wiring done only by a 
competent electrician with 

approved materials and 

specifications. 

2. Be sure that all wiring complies 

with the requirements of the 

National Electrical Code, and with 

any state regulations that may be 

in force, before current is turned 

on at your meter. 

3. Use only approved cords and 

appliances and do not handle them 

with wet hands or while standing 

in a wet place. Follow the 

directions that come with each 
appliance. 

4. Do not run extension cords under 

rugs, over nails or around pipe or 

radiators. 

5. When you disconnect an appliance, 
pull on the plug, not on the cord. 

6. Replace blown fuses with others of 

the same capacity. 

7. Don’t touch exposed wires unless 

you are sure the current is off. 

8. If you see anything wrong with the 
electric line, notify your electric 
cooperative. 

9. Before moving any equipment or 

buildings, or doing anything that 

could possibly involve contact 

with high voltage lines, call the 

cooperative and they will gladly 

send someone to provide safe 

supervision for the job. 

Turkey's done, 
now carve 

When that beautiful Christmas dinner turkey arrives at the table, the family 

eagerly waits as Pop carves the bird with the skill only he seems to have. But even 

Dad may need a refresher course in carving. Here are the how-to hints from 

Robert Frost of American Home magazine. 

1. Place the turkey or chicken on a 
board or warm platter with the legs 
pointing to your right. 

with your fingers or carving fork. 
Pull leg away from body gently 
and, at the same time, cut through 
the skm between thigh and body. 
3. Press leg away from body with 
the flat of your knife. Cut through 
joint to remove leg completely. 
4. Hold leg on platter with the 
drumstick at a convenient angle to 
the thigh. Cut through the joint to 
separate drumstick from thigh. 
5. Drumsticks and thighs from 
small birds can be served whole, 
but larger ones are often sliced. To 
do it, hold drumstick by the end of 
the bone, at an angle to the plate, 
and cut down. Turn drumstick as 
you cut, to get even slices. To slice 
thigh, hold it firmly to the plate 

with carving fork and slice parallel 
to the bone. Repeat with other leg. 

- 

6. Cut into breast all the way to 
body frame. Keep knife parallel to 
and as close to wing as possible. 

7. Begin slicing at front, halfway 
up the breast. Carve thin slices 
down to cut you made in Step 6. 
The slices will fall away as they 
reach it. Carve only what you need 
for serving and do tne rest as 
needed. 
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Is it true that Santa Glaus lives on 
Bannon Hill near Grayville rath¬ 

er than the North Pole? 

Not really, but one of his helpers 
who has portrayed the jolly old gent 
for the past 49 years does live there. 
And from time to time he receives 
mail addressed: Santa Claus, Route 
1, Bannon Hill, Grayville, Illinois. 

Santa’s helper is Willard Bannon. 
And with almost a half century of 
ho-ho-hoing, one might say he has 
quite a bit of experience under his 
wide, black belt. 

Bannon, a director of Wayne- 
White Counties Electric Coopera¬ 
tive, started as Santa’s Grayville area 
representative in 1925. He enjoyed 
it so much he hasn’t been able to 
resist donning that fancy red suit 
since. 

Bannon’s interest in portraying 
Santa came after seeing an uninter¬ 
esting portrayal by another of Santa’s 
helpers. 

“What bothered me,” Bannon 
said, “was the person, not wanting 
to give away his identity, wouldn’t 
speak. A Santa without a voice isn’t 
worth a hoot—I felt I could do a 
better job so I gave it a try. 

“I soon realized it wasn’t an easy 
job to be an interesting Santa. I 
remember waiting to make one 
of my first appearances and I no¬ 
ticed an elderly couple walking out. 
Asking where they were going, they 

replied ‘Santa Claus is not for old 
folks.’ 

“Since then I’ve tried to make my 
program interesting to young and 
old alike. I’ve found out the red suit 
alone fascinates children, but the 
older people tend to listen to what 
you say.” 

Bannon works out a special pro¬ 
gram for every appearance. His rep¬ 
ertoire includes stories, joke gifts and 
various types of letters to Santa. 

“As far as Santa’s concerned,” 
Bannon said, “everyone’s a child— 
men are boys and ladies are little 
girls. Just referring to an elderly 
lady as a little girl creates a jovial 
atmosphere. 

“Whatever I do, I just try to keep 
the program interesting,” Bannon 
said. 

And interesting his programs must 
be, for he has played the role many 
times in an area from Fairfield to as 
far away as Evansville, Indiana. 

He counted 10 churches and eight 
schools he has played many times. 
Sometimes he plays as many as three 
different engagements in one night. 

“Santa, like a mailman, has to 
go rain, ice or snow,” Bannon said. 
His wife does the driving when he 
is in costume and she keeps track of 
his engagements. She also makes, re¬ 
pairs and maintains his fancy red 
suit. He has worn out several over 
the years. 

Bannon proud¬ 
ly says he has nev¬ 
er missed a year 
in nearby Fortney. 
His endless list of 
other engagements 
include the Ed¬ 
wards County 
Fair, Grayville 
Christmas festivi¬ 
ties, service organ¬ 
ization parties and 
many private par¬ 
ties. Bannon has 
been Santa to five 
generations of one 
area family. 

He is also proud 
of the times he has 
been able to bring Christmas to less 
fortunate families because of the 
generosity of many people in the 
Grayville area. 

The years have provided many 
memorable experiences, some hu¬ 
morous. He recalled one school pro¬ 
gram where he was supposed to ap¬ 
pear, and when dressing found the 
pants to his costume had been left 
at home. “Luckily, it was a short 
drive and I had enough time,” Ban¬ 
non said. 

“Children can be mischievous at 
times,” he said recalling an incident 
after another school program. “Three 
12-year-old boys decided they would 
disrobe Santa and were waiting for 
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