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Adams Electric Cooperative, Camp
Point, is the latest co-op to add wind
energy to its power supply.
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The little car that could

Co-op test of plug-in car finds the promise is real, but issues still exist

#1t will be best for
everyone if electric car
charging is done off peak,
when electricity usage
is relatively low.”

fyou read the newspaper or watch the news

regularly these days, you're hearing about the
coming wave of cars and trucks that will be
powered by electricity. Some of
these cars will be 100 percent
electric vehicles, or EVs, like
the Nissan Leaf. Others are
plug-in hybrid electric vehicles,
or PHEVS, that will operate on
electricity or gasoline.

There are, however, a lot of
questions about these vehicles.
How will they perform? Will mileage estimates be
accurate? Will they last or be really expensive to
maintain? Will the batteries last? Will they pay for
themselves? Will enough people buy them so the
auto manufacturers can build them at reasonable
prices?

If you've attended your electric cooperative’s
annual meeting over the past couple of years,
chances are you've seen the Illinois electric co-ops’
Toyota Prius PHEV. The vehicle has also been
featured in pictures and articles in this magazine.

'This car has been part of a U.S. Department of
Energy study on plug-in hybrid electric vehicles,
in partnership with other electric co-ops around
the country, since 2008. That’s when we converted
our 2007 Prius to a plug-in hybrid car. Basically, we
just added an additional lithium-ion battery pack.
'This battery weighs 180
pounds and it’s installed
in the spare tire compart-
ment. It is charged with
electricity from a normal
120 volt outlet. This offers
the possibility for greatly
enhanced fuel mileage.

So, after two years of
PHEYV operation, what
have we learned?

1. 'These vehicles perform great for the kind of
driving that most folks do every day — going to
work or school. Our PHEV has an electric range
of about 40-50 miles or so, depending upon speed
and type of driving, etc. This range gets most people
where they need to go daily, then the battery can be
recharged at home.

2. We've found the plug-in battery improves mileage
at highway speeds, usually by 25 percent or so. But

when we take a long trip, the battery is fully spent
within 40-50 miles. Then our car operates like a nor-
mal Prius with an extra 180 pounds (the battery).

3. Attaining 100 miles per
gallon with a Prius PHEV is
possible. But only if the driver
operates the car reasonably
and the car is kept plugged in
when it isn’t being operated.

I tell people that with our Prius
PHEYV, 80 miles per gallon

can be easily attained, without
much change in driving style.

4. Cold weather is tough on all batteries, especially
these hybrid batteries. We all have experienced
some pretty cold weather the past two winters. Our
PHEYV is parked outdoors virtually 100 percent of
the time. When operating our vehicles during the
cold winter months, mileage suffers greatly — about
25 to 30 percent. The hybrid batteries seem to have
survived the cold pretty well, but the mileage drops
considerably in the winter.

5. 'The plug-in battery is only effective if it’s
plugged in. It will be best for everyone if electric car
charging is done off peak, when electricity usage is
relatively low. For most people this is at night. This
will help keep energy costs as low as possible.

6. So far, after two years of operation on the plug-
in battery and three years on the regular Prius
hybrid battery, everything seems normal. We've

had no problems with these batteries and they still
operate just like new.

7. Unfortunately, the “payback” for our project is
incredibly long. We were an “early adapter” in using
this technology. When these cars can be driven off a
dealer’s lot, they’ll be more affordable and the pay-
back should be more realistic.

Personally, I've also learned that my own
driving style has changed over the past couple of
years. I have now purchased a hybrid electric vehicle
for my own, personal use. In town, I consciously try
to drive in a way that maximizes the electric mode
of the car. When I'm on the highway, I also drive
the speed limit or close to it. The fuel mileage is
greatly improved from my normal driving style of
the past, and I'm probably safer! =

John Freitag is the vice president of operations for the
Assaociation of lllinois Electric Cooperatives, jfreitag@aiec.coop,
217-241-7973, www.aiec.coop.

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING * www.icl.coop



ATTERS

Thanks to the 30% federal tax credit, a flood of inexperienced, questionably trained dealers are now offering
geothermal. While some companies allow anyone to sell their products, WaterFurnace requires an ongoing
commitment to the most extensive training and education programs in the industry. That’s why WaterFurnace is the most
recognized and respected name in residential geothermal. Or maybe it’s because WaterFurnace units use the clean, renewable energy
found in your backyard to provide savings up to 70% on heating, cooling and hot water. Or is it thanks to the industry’s best warranty?
Decide for yourself. Contact your local WaterFurnace dealer today... or be prepared to deal with a flood of your own.

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL WATERFURNACE DEALER

Albers
Toennies Service Co.
(618) 248-5130

Bloomington
Wm. Masters, Inc.
(309) 662-8481

Brighton
Den-Son Heating & Cooling
(618) 372-8375

Canton
Spoon River Mechanical Services
(309) 647-5009

Carbondale
GL Morris
(618) 457-0190

Charleston
Jansen’s Heating & Air
(217) 235-5223

Chester
Schumer Bros
(573) 547-6517

Cobden
Davis Heating & Cooling
(618) 893-2821

Decatur
Design Air
(800) 452-7845

Delevan
Jeckel Plumbing & Heating
(309) 244-8265

Edwardsville
Cummings Heating & Cooling
(618) 656-8953

Effingham
Jansen’s Heating & Air

Energy
RSP Heating & Cooling
(618) 942-2424

Fairbury
Popejoy Plumbing, Htg & Electric
(815) 692-4471

Fairfield
Electro Electric
(618) 847-8102

Flora
Electro Electric, Inc.
(618) 662-4520

Gifford
Duden and Silver
(217) 568-7954

Goodfield
Hinrichsen Heating & Air
(309) 965-2604

Hamilton
Peters Heating & Air, Inc.
(217) 847-2777

Harrisburg
D&C Heating & Air
(618) 997-6577

Lawrenceville
Tracy Electric, Inc.
(618) 943-2243

Litchfield
Snell Enterprises, Inc.
(217) 324-4560

Macomb
Arnold Brothers Heating & Cooling
(309) 833-2852

Marion
D&C Heating & Air
(618) 997-6577

Mount Vernon
Holloway Heating & Air, Inc.
(618) 242-5481

Oglesby
John’s Service & Sales
(815) 883-3637

Pana
Jansen’s Heating & Air
(217) 562-5201

Paxton
Houston Plumbing & Heating
(800) 379-2165

Peru
Service Pro’s Heating & Cooling
(815) 223-0715

Petersburg
Collins Plumbing & Heating
(217) 632-3670

Pittsfield
Peters Heating & Air, Inc.
(217) 285-1600

Pontiac
Kupferschmid
(815) 844-4109

Quincy
Peters Heating & Air, Inc.
(217) 222-1368

Red Bud
DeRousse Heating & Air, Inc.
(618) 282-2224

Salem
Booher Tin Shop
(618) 548-1295

Springfield
Collins Plumbing & Heating
(217) 793-8031

Taylorville
Jansen’s Heating & Air
(217) 824-4138

Thomasboro
Hoveln Heating & Cooling, Inc.
(217) 643-2125

Tilton
Blackie’s Automatic Engineering
(217) 442-1440

Virden
Snell Enterprises, Inc.
(217) 965-391

Waterloo
DeRousse Heating & Air, Inc.
(618) 282-2224

Winchester
Little Heating & A/C, Inc.
(217) 742-3332

©2010 WaterFurnace is a registered trademark of WaterFurnace International, Inc.

visit us at waterfurnace.com | (800) GEO-SAVE
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Grants help G&T co-op upgrade coal plant efficiency

Southern Illinois Power Cooperative (SIPC)
received grant money in October to help fund

a $3.6 million energy efliciency and reliability

improvement to its

Lake of Egypt Power
Plant Unit 4. Providing
wholesale power to seven
Illinois distribution
co-ops, the generation
and transmission co-ops’
improvements will save
26.68 GWh, reduce
CO2 emissions and

save the average co-op
member between $8.89 -
$14.82 a year.

SIPC will receive an

Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic
Opportunity (DCEQO) Coal Demonstration Grant
award for $1.5 million, and a $455,000 Electric
Energy Efficiency Grant from the State Energy
Plan, which is funded through the American

Recovery and Reinvestment Act.

'The project will replace motors for forced
draft and booster fans with the latest generation

of Variable Frequency Drives (VFD) to increase

reliability and efficiency. The VFDs will allow
the fan motors to operate at a lower power level
resulting in a reduced cost to produce electricity.

“On behalf of SIPC, 1
wish to thank DCEQ for
their generous grant to
assist in installing state-
of-the art controls at
our Marion Generation
Plant (Unit #4).1 also
wish to thank our

local State Legislators:
Senator Forby, and
Representatives Reitz,
Phelps and Bradley, for
their support in making
this project become a

reality,” said SIPC President W. Scott Ramsey.
“Clearly, this is an excellent example of how private
industry and government can work together to
improve energy efficiency, reduce emissions, and
provide job improvement in southern Illinois. SIPC

prides itself on continuing to provide reasonably

priced wholesale power from one of the cleanest-
burning plants in Illinois and the new project will
make that even more so.”

Interior Department approves first U.S. offshore wind farm

After almost a decade of
federal study and analysis, the
U.S. Department of the Interior
(DOI) approved the $1 billion
Cape Wind project on April 21,
allowing the first U.S. offshore
wind farm to move ahead.

Cape Wind is a 130-turbine
wind power project off the
Massachusetts coast. It will have
a maximum electric output of
468 megawatts (MW), with an

average anticipated output of

n ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING  www.icl.coop

182 MW. Those in opposition to
the project say it would disturb
culturally significant sites on the
seabed floor and would visually
interfere with their cultural
activities. But Secretary Salazar
disagreed, noting that Nantucket
Sound is far from pristine,
already featuring undersea power
lines, communication towers
along its coasts and the visual
impacts associated with aviation,

shipping, fishing and recreational
%

|
’!

boating. Those visual impacts
are far greater than the impacts
of wind turbines located at least
5.2 miles from the mainland,
according to Secretary Salazar.
In approving Cape Wind,
DOI noted that there are other
offshore wind power proposals in
neighboring northeastern states,
all seeking to tap the region’s
estimated offshore wind power

potential of 1 million MW.

\
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Energy Star-crossed consumers

The New York Times revealed
some manufacturers of household
appliances were testing products
for Energy Star-certification inter-
nally instead of using independent
laboratories. In response, Energy Star
ramped up oversight of product ratings
and by the end of the year had revoked
the Energy Star label for some refrig-
erators while raising the bar for the

efficiency expected from T'Vs.

Energy Star rated products are
generally in the top 25 percent. For
example, qualified refrigerators must
be at least 15 percent more efficient
than the minimum federal efhiciency
standard. Energy Star-rated TVs con-
sume 3 watts or less when switched
off, compared to a standard TV, which
consumes almost 6 watts on average.

To learn more about the Energy
Star program, visit www.energystar.gov.

Renewable biogas energy workshop

If you are interested in learning about turning animal waste into an energy
resource, then mark your calendar for November 23 event hosted by Eastern Illini
Electric Cooperative. A workshop open to swine producers, electric cooperatives,
county and municipal government planning members, engineers and energy and

environmental consultants, and advocates of biogas energy recovery and com-

bined heat and power (CHP) will be held at the Ford-Iroquois Extension Office,

912 W. Seminary, Onarga, I11.
Attendees will learn about:

® Anaerobic digester and biogas energy recovery technologies and concepts
® Steps to developing a successful biogas to energy project
® Experiences and lessons learned from a swine producer with a working project
* Connecting to the grid, available support and resources
For more information contact Sam Rinaldi - 312-996-2554 or
samr@uic.edu, or go to www.midwestcleanenergy.org/easternillinibiogas2010/

Earl Struck honored

The late Earl W. Struck, former
President/CEQ of the Association
of Illinois Electric Cooperatives,
was honored at the National Rural
Electric Cooperative Association
(NRECA) Region 5 and 6 meeting
in Minneapolis, Minn. on Sept. 15.
Sherry Struck accepted the NRECA
Regional Award for Outstanding
Service on behalf of her late husband.

In presenting the award, Wally
Wolski, NRECA President and
Wyoming Director, spoke of Struck
as a champion of rural electric
cooperatives and of his great work
and dedication. Struck was nominated
by Phil Carson, Tri-County Electric
Cooperative Director and Illinois
representative on the NRECA Board
of Directors. In his nomination
letter Carson stated, “Earl per-
sonified the co-op values of integrity,

accountability and commitment to
community. He was a great judge of
character and was blessed with out-

standing common sense and political
acumen - traits that made his counsel
frequently consulted on the state,
regional and national levels. Earl
StrucK’s legacy strengthens our cause
as cooperatives.”
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Adams Electric Cooperative
George Schneider, Army, 1954 - 1956
Bob Willis, Army, 1967 — 1969

Lyle Waner, Army Reserves, 1972 — 1978

Clay Electric Co-operative, Inc.
Francis Herman, National Guard, 1968 - 1974

Clinton County Electric Cooperative, Inc.
Joseph A. Voss, Army Reserves, 1964 — 1967

Vernon Mohesky, Army, 1966 — 1968

Ron Becker, Army, 1968 — 1970

Cary Dickinson, Army, 1971 — 1974

Coles-Moultrie Electric Cooperative
John Bowers, Air Force Reserve, 1968 — 1995

Corn Belt Energy Corporation

Jerry Starkey, Air Force, 1967 — 1991

Robert H. Angus, lllinois Army National Guard,
1968 - 1974

Stephen Schertz, Army, 1971 - 1973

James E. Adams, Marines, 1989 — 1994

Eastern lllini Electric Cooperative
Herb Aden, Army, 1967 — 1969
Brad Ludwig, Army Reserves, 1970 - 1976

Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association
Raymond Mulholland, Army, 1955 - 1962

Allen Haake, Army Reserves, 1963 — 1969

Ken Jarrett, Army Reserves, 1965 — 1971

EnerStar Electric Cooperative
Carrol Drake, Army Reserves, 1957 — 1963
Thomas DeWitt, Navy, 1967 — 1971

Farmers Mutual Electric Company
Tom Hitzhusen, Army Reserves, 1967 — 1973

Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative
Alan Heaton, Army, 1956 — 1958
& Army Reserves, 1958 - 1962
Gary Clark, Army, 1958 — 1966
Robert Brown, Army, 1959 — 1965
James Gay, Army Reserves, 1960 — 1968
Ronald Myers, Army, 1961 - 1967
Robert Reed, Army, 1968 — 1970

Jo-Carroll Energy

John Janssen, Army, 1954 — 1956

Thomas Lundy, Marine Reserves, 1959 — 1960
Martin Werner, Army, 1966 — 1968

David Senn, Navy, 1968 — 1971

Joseph Mattingley, Navy, 1990 — 1994

Directors who served:

wants to thank all veterans who have served
our country for their valiant efforts in war and
peace times. We appreciate our freedoms
because of your sacrifices ... and we would like
to recognize directors serving on rural electric
cooperative boards throughout the state of
lllinois who have also served in the military.

McDonough Power Cooperative
Jerry Riggins, Army National Guard, 1969 - 1975

M.J.M. Electric Cooperative, Inc.
Gary Morrison, Army & Army Reserves, 1958 — 1962
James Niemann, Army National Guard, 1960 - 1966

Monroe County Co-Operative, Inc.
Manlee Konobloch, Army Reserves, 1964 — 1970
Ross Mueller, Army, 1965 — 1971

Norris Electric Cooperative
Dean Dietrich, Army, 1964 — 1966
Larry Seals, Army, 1966 — 1967

Rock Energy Cooperative

Stanley Dybevik, Army, 1950 - 1953
Robert Crave, Marine Corps, 1951 — 1953
William Dietsch, Air Force, 1961 — 1965
William Fischer, Air Force, 1967 — 1969

Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative, Co.
John Beatty, Air National Guard, 1956 — 1963
Ted Downson, Air National Guard, 1957 — 1963
Ervin Shores, Army Reserves, 1958 — 1964
& Army National Guard, 1976 - 1990

Shelby Electric Cooperative

Lawrence Oller, Army, 1955 - 1957

Jim McCoy, Army, 1955 - 1964

John M. Scott, Army, 1963 — 1969

Darrell Shumard, Army National Guard, 1966 — 1972

SouthEastern lllinois Electric Cooperative, Inc.
William Richardson, Army, 1952 — 1953

Robert Tiberend, Army National Guard, 1959 - 1964

Gary Hise, Army, 1970 - 1972

Southern lllinois Electric Cooperative
Larry Fisher, Navy, 1966 - 1970
Larry Douglas, Air Force, 1969 — 1972

Spoon River Electric Cooperative
Scott Parrish, Navy Reserves, 1959 — 1965
Greg Leigh, Army, 1964 — 1966

Tri-County Electric Cooperative, Inc.
Duane Harre, Army Reserves, 1965 - 1971
Greg Vieira, Air Force, 1969 - 1973

& Air Force Reserves/National Guard, 1973 — 1992

Western lllinois Electrical Coop.
Calvin Baumann, Army, 1969

This recognition is made possible by your cooperative
personnel who provided us with this information.

n ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING  www.icl.coop



AIR WASN'T THE ONLY
THING LEAKING OUT
OF MY AIR DUCTS.

Apparently my money was, too. By sealing all the air ducts in my » Association of Illinois

home | started keeping a lot more air and money inside it. About 4 Electric Cooperatives
$177 per year to be more exact. I’'m saving money just by sealing a

few ducts. What can you do? Find out how the little changes add up
at TogetherWeSave.com. TOGETHERWESAVE.COM
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Renewables
taking root

Innovative co-op renewable energy projects are
growing strong

By John Lowrey

lectric co-ops across the country and in Illinois are add-

ing renewable energy technology in very innovative ways.
From biomass to wind, co-ops are meeting, and in some
cases, beating state renewable energy standards even though
many are not required to by government mandates called
renewable portfolio standards.

“Illinois electric cooperatives have been proactive when
it comes to energy innovation, energy efficiency and renew-
able energy projects,” says Duane Noland, President/CEO
of the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives. “The
most recent example is Adams Electric Cooperative, which
just installed the first utility-grade wind turbine in Adams
County. That follows Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative’s
wind turbine, which was installed years ago, and was one of
the first in the country. And recently I'm sure people have
seen the Gob Nob wind turbine along I-55 near Farmersville
that was installed by Rural Electric Convenience
Cooperative.”

Electric co-ops, in some cases, are exceeding renewable
portfolio standards (RPS) laws passed by 29 states and the
District of Columbia that require investor-owned utilities,
competitive electric generation suppliers, as well as some
municipal electric systems and electric cooperatives (in 18
states) to add increasing amounts of “green” electricity to
their retail power supply mix (ranging from 10 percent to 30
percent) by a certain date (most between 2018 and 2025).

Adams Electric Cooperative, Camp Point, held an open
house for its new 900 kW turbine on October 7. At the cer-
emony, Quincy Mayor John Spring said, “This is the future.
By the year 2025, Ameren and others will have to have




more renewable supplies. I know the
smaller co-ops are exempt from that,
but I know that the co-ops are actu-
ally working quicker on this than the
other utilities. I think the members of
Adams Electric are pleased to see this
go up.”

The turbine, similar to one
installed in 2009 by Rural Electric
Convenience Cooperative, will pro-
duce enough electricity for 200-300
homes. President of Adams Electric’s
board James Benz of Quincy said,
“Four years ago the Adams Electric
Cooperative board began discussing
whether or not it might fit our needs
here. We looked for spots with good
wind and found several near some of
our substations. This is a direct drive
turbine, which is relatively new tech-
nology and it has half the moving
parts of other turbines, and it will gen-
erate power at a lower wind velocity. It
is projected to have lower maintenance
costs, t0o.”

'The new wind turbine will sup-
plement current power supplies and

act as a hedge against rising fuel costs.

But like many renewable energy proj-
ects where the “fuel” is free, the tur-
bine would not have been financially
feasible without $1.5 million in Clean
Renewable Energy Bonds (CREBs),
which is essentially an interest free
loan, plus a $150,000 grant from the
Illinois Clean Energy Community
Foundation and $250,000 from

the Department of Commerce and
Economic Development.

Promoting and using geothermal
energy is one of the other areas where
Illinois electric cooperatives excel. For
example, in 2009, nearly half of the
homes built on Adams Electric’s lines
had geothermal heat pumps installed.

One problem with wind or solar
is the energy generated is not always
available when needed. That’s why
co-ops are also looking for ways to
add more hydropower, biomass, land-

fill methane gas and even coal-bed
methane options. These green energy
sources can be counted on 24/7.

Biomass, which uses plant mate-
rial and animal waste, supplies 15
times as much energy in the United
States as wind and solar combined,
according to the Union of Concerned
Scientists.

Biomass generation is carbon
neutral with the burning of biomass
generating CO2 and the growing of
biomass energy fuels absorbing this
CO2 at an equivalent or greater level.

Prairie Power, Inc., the generation
and transmission (G&T) cooperative
serving 10 Illinois distribution cooper-
atives, has been investigating convert-
ing its 22-megawatt coal generation
plant at Pearl to a renewable biomass
generation facility.

Randy Fisher, Plant Super-
intendent for the Pearl Generation
Station, says, “We are currently burn-
ing a mix of 5 percent waste corn and

Adams Electric Cooperatives Pigeon Creek Wind Turbine is the newest co-op owned renewable energy

project. Board members (I-r) Rick King, Rebecca Barlow, James Benz, General Manager Jim Thompson,
Alan Acheson and Robert Willis began discussing the project four years ago. Co-ops like Adams
Electric are proactively adding renewable energy sources without government mandates called renewable

portfolio standards.




95 percent coal in the boilers with
little negative impact on the operation
of the plant or its generation output.”
Waste seed corn must be destroyed
because it hasn’t been sold, will not
germinate as well and has been treated
so it can be consumed as feed.

A 100 percent conversion of
the Pearl coal-fired plant to biomass
would net 17-20 megawatts of renew-
able energy, or about 7 percent of
Prairie Power’s annual sales. Fisher
says the biomass fuel could include
corn stover, tree trimmings, switch
grass or other biomass energy crops or
biomass waste.

Permitting is an issue for biomass
plants and the EPA’s plan to tighten
emission limits for new and exist-
ing boilers has virtually put a halt to
any new biomass generation plans.

The Gob Knob wind tur-
bine, built on top of an
abandoned pile of coal
waste called a gob pile,
was installed in December
2009. During construc-
tion an estimated 150 peo-
ple worked on the Rural
Electric Convenience
Cooperative wind turbine.
Caruthers Excavating and
Bulldozing in Wawverly, for
example, worked on the
foundation and road lead-
ing to the turbine.

Jo-Carroll Energy, a distribution
cooperative in Elizabeth, planned to
build an 80 megawatt biomass plant,
but those plans are on hold until this
new EPA regulation issue is resolved.

Fisher says Prairie Power has also
investigated opportunities to invest in
and develop other renewable energy
generation resources including run of
the river hydroelectric facilities and
wind generation facilities. The capital
investment and timelines to develop
these renewable generation resources
have been significantly greater than
PPT’s estimates for its biomass conver-
sion project at Pearl.

'The sixth cooperative principle is
cooperation among cooperatives and
Prairie Power, along with Southern
Illinois Power Cooperative —a G&T
serving seven Illinois co-ops, Wabash
Valley Power Cooperative —a G&T
serving three Illinios co-ops and
Jo-Carroll Energy have joined with
other co-ops across the country
to form the National Renewables
Cooperative Organization (NRCO).
'This new co-op acts as a clearinghouse
for renewable development oppor-
tunities by aggregating its members’
renewable energy needs. Prairie Power
was the most recent to join and is the
25th member of the renewable energy
co-op.

Southern Illinois Power
Cooperative (SIPC) was one of the
founding members of the National
Renewables Cooperative. Scott
Ramsey, President and General
Manager of SIPC says, “We are cur-
rently reviewing a number of pos-
sibilities, including coal-bed methane
and biomass. One of the renewable
resources we are most closely study-
ing is hydropower, and we believe that
there are untapped resources in south-
ern Illinois and along the Ohio River.”

Wabash Valley Power is also a
member of the NRCO and has been a
leader in developing landfill gas meth-
ane generation projects. Decomposing
waste in landfills generates methane
gas and the co-op uses a total of 51
Caterpillar engines at several landfills
to generate 41 megawatts of baseload
generation.

Dairyland Power Cooperative,




which is the G&T serving Jo-Carroll
Energy, has been very innovative in
developing renewable energy from
the waste created at rural dairies. This
“cow power” is created using anaero-
bic digesters that turn the waste into
methane gas. Dairyland Power cur-
rently has eight dairy methane digest-
ers, is involved in five wind projects
and three landfill gas projects.

'The Twin Groves Wind Farm
east of Bloomington, which is in Corn
Belt Energy’s service territory, started
production in 2007. Now, the project
sprouting among the corn and soy-
bean fields, could grow from 705 wind
turbines to more than 2,772 in five
years, according to the Illinois State
University’s Center for Renewable
Energy. Most of the energy produced
will go to the Windy City of Chicago.
'This wind project along with 20 others
in Illinois have combined to add about
$8.3 million to farm income for leases,
$18 million in property taxes, created
nearly 10,000 construction jobs and
will support nearly 500 permanent
jobs. Energy production has grown
from 50 megawatts in 2003 to 1,847.7
megawatts in 2010, according to the
Illinois Wind Working Group, which
is part of the Illinois State University’s
Center for Renewable Energy.

To support jobs in this growing
field Illinois State University created a
renewable energy major for students.
Other programs are starting at Illinois
community colleges across the state.

Rural Electric Convenience

Cooperative recently helped out with
the production of a video overview
of what working on commercial
grade wind turbines is like. The video
features the co-op’s technician Jeff
Lancaster at the co-op’s Gob Nob
wind turbine and will be used by
Danville Area Community College.
With the recent increase in
commercial wind farm develop-
ment, rural landowners are search-
ing for guidance before signing a
wind lease with developers. One
resource titled “Wind Turbine Lease
Considerations for Landowners,”
is available from the North Dakota
State University Extension Service.
The free PDF version can be down-
loaded by linking to www.ag.ndsu.
edu/pubs/agecon/market/ec1394.pdf.
Other resources can be found at the
Illinois State University’s site www.
RenewableEnergy.ilstu.edu/wind.
Illinois Rural Electric
Cooperative in Winchester was the
first distribution co-op in the nation
to install a wind turbine. Bruce
Giftin, General Manager, says that
although wind is free, wind energy is
still more expensive than traditional
energy sources. He says, without the
grants the co-op received, the tur-
bine wouldn’t have been financially
feasible. Sean Middleton, Manager
of Engineering for the co-op, says
the capacity factor for the turbine
(the ratio of output over time) has
been about 30 percent. “We originally
anticipated a 10 to 15 year payback

Electric co-ops are helping spur
development of “cow power”by
turnin 54 waste to methane gas.

Dairyland Power Cooperative
is generating 3.3 megawatts
using this waste to energy
process.

if maintenance and taxes don’t go up
significantly,” he says.

Maintenance costs will be a factor
with any facility. Early on the Illinois
Rural Electric’s wind turbine had a
run in with a lightning storm and
one of the blades had to be patched.
That’s just one example of the type of
jobs this new industry is creating. It
requires a contract employee who’s not
afraid of heights and is good at patch-
ing fiberglass wind turbine blades.

More and more electric coopera-
tive members are also intrigued with
the idea of generating their own elec-
tricity with renewable energy sources.
There are tax incentives that make it
more attractive, but the cost can still
run from several thousand dollars to
more than $50,000, and home green
energy projects can take as much as
several decades to produce a return on
investment.

Noland says, “For those members
that would like to learn about renew-
able energy options, they should talk
to the staff at their local electric coop-
erative. There is a brochure available
with a worksheet that will help you
work through the economics to see if
it is a cost effective option and what
kind of payback that renewable project
might have. Most co-ops have a net
metering policy that can help. And
you also need to discuss the installa-
tion’s safety and technical issues with
your local cooperative.”
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Be cheery, but cautious

Turkey fryers and Christmas decor top warning list

(] L]
home cooking fires
i hly three ti
IS rougnty three times average each year, live and artificial

o ensure a cheerful holiday season, the Illinois

Office of the State Fire Marshal (OSFM) is
encouraging consumers to be extra careful when
cooking holiday meals and decorating their homes.

“Cooking fires are more likely to occur on

Thanksgiving than on any other day of the year,”
said Dave DeFraties, Acting State Fire Marshall.
“The incidence of home cooking fires is roughly
three times the daily average on Thanksgiving.”

Turkey Fryer Dangers

'The dangers of home cooking fires are greatly
increased due to the relatively recent popularity
of turkey deep frying appliances. OSFM joins the
National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) and
the American Burn Association (ABA) in dis-

couraging the use of turkey fryers to prepare holiday

meals because of the risk of injuries and fires
associated with these unique devices.

Tests have shown that many of the fryers have
a risk of tipping over, overheating, or spilling hot
oil, leading to fires and burns. This deep-frying
cooking process requires that up to five gallons of
oil be heated to high temperatures before lowering
the turkey into the device.

If you prefer fried turkey during the holidays,
the safest options are to order a pre-cooked bird
from a local supermarket or restaurant, or hire a pro-

fessional caterer.

Holiday Decoration Safety

ll (] L]
The "“lden‘e 0' Christmas trees are among the

most popular decorations of yuletide,

but they also can be deadly. On

the daily average Christmas trees are the ignition
Il I(S o " sources of 300 reported U.S. home
on Than giving. fires resulting in 14 fatalities, 21

injuries and $16.8 million in property

damage, according to NFPA.

In addition, 44 percent of Christmas tree fires
are caused by an electrical problem or malfunction.
To be safe with trees and decorations, OSFM urges
consumers to:

® Regularly check your tree for fresh, green needles.

Trees that have dried out over several weeks’ time
burn faster than those that are fresh and well-
watered. Remember to keep your tree watered at
all times.

® Make sure your tree stand holds at least 1 gallon

of water. As a general rule, stands should provide
1 quart of water per inch of trunk diameter. The
average 6-foot tree has a 4-inch diameter trunk
and can consume as much as 4 quarts or 1 gallon
of water per day.

® Keep your tree at least 3 feet from fireplaces,
radiators, space heaters, heating vents and other
sources of heat. Don't place the tree where it
blocks an exit.

® Look for the Underwriters Laboratory (UL)
mark on light strings, electrical decorations and
extension cords. The UL mark means that UL
engineers have tested representative samples of
the product for foreseeable safety hazards.

® Ensure outside lights, decorations and extension
cords are rated for outside use. Lights intended
for indoor-only use bear green holographic UL
marks. Light strings intended for indoor and out-
door use bear red holographic UL marks.

o Carefully inspect each electrical decoration —
new or old — before plugging it in. Cracked
sockets, frayed, bare or loose wires can cause
a serious electric shock or start a fire. Replace
damaged items with new, UL-listed decorations.

® Don't use staples or nails to hang light strings.
Instead, purchase plastic hooks or clips designed
for hanging light strings.

® Check packaging to determine the maximum
number of strings that may be connected or use
this rule of thumb: Connect a maximum of three
midget (push-in bulbs) light strings or up to 50
bulbs of light strings with the screw-in bulbs
(C7s and C9s).

® Don't overload extension cords by plugging in too
many decorations.

® Turn off all electrical lights and decorations
before leaving home or going to bed.

® Read and follow the manufacturer’s instructions
for electrical decorations.

For more information, please visit the agency’s

Web site at www.state.il.us/osfm or NFPA at

http://www.nfpa.org/.m

Louis G. Pukelis is the communications
officer for the Office of the lllinois State
Fire Marshall. He can be reached at
312-814-0778.
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Win a free
GeOCOmfort

geoth.ermal heat Pump in the
Live Comfortably
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Register online at

Www, geocomfort.com

GeoComfort

Geothermal Systems
Live comfortably.™

Contact a GeoComfort geothermal distributor in your area or visit www.geocomfort.com to learn more.

Bratcher Heating & Air Conditioning

Bratcher Heating & Air Conditioning
Bloomington/Normal 309-454-1611
www.bratchercomfort.com

Climate Company
Breese
618-526-2135

Ernst Heating & Cooling
Hamel
618-633-2244

Jesse Heating & A/C
Champaign
217-352-8511

Kuchefski Heating & A/C :
Champaign
217-373-1454

McCann & Sons A/C & Heating Inc.
Alto Pass
618-893-4887

Philhower Electric, Plumbing & Heating
Tiskilwa
815-646-4481

South Side Hardware
Greenfield
217-368-2705

Weeke Sales & Service
Okawville 618-243-5333
www.weekecustomcomfort.com

Bratcher Heating & Air Conditioning

Champaign 217-378-4328
www.bratchercomfort.com

Engel Heating & Cooling
Collinsville
618-344-0359

Fowler Heating & Cooling
Marion
618-997-5288

Keck Heating & A/C
Quincy
217-223-5325

LD Mechanical Contractors
Charleston
217-345-9633

Neal’s Heating & Cooling
Marissa
618-295-3402

R & H Plumbing & Heating Inc.

Altamont
618-483-6159

" Stevens Heating & A/C
Quincy 217-222-5220
www.stevensquincy.com

Weidner Refrigeration
Divernon
217-628-3400

Paxton 217-370-6305
www.bratchercomfort.com

Davis Electric
Rushville 217-322-6677

Jesse Heating & A/C
Decatur 217-422-1744

Kuchefski Heating & A/C
Danville 217-442-1454

Mark’s Heating & Cooling
Greenville 618-664-2499
www.markshc.com

Neuhaus Heating & Cooling
Litchfield 217-324-2818

Rightnowar HVAC
Keenes
618-732-8268

Tracy Electric
Lawrenceville
618-943-2243

Whitt Sales & Service, Inc.

Farina
618-245-6404

William J. Kraus & Son
Keocuk, IA
319-524-3714



Bring on the blooms

Start spring bulbs for winter ‘forcing’

“For common hulbs, they
need a cold treatment
that allows the bulbs to
develop roots and the
buds to break dormancy.”

ost people only think of tulips, daffodils,

hyacinths and other spring bulbs as things you
plant sometime during October and November and
hope they come up the following spring if all goes
well.

And most gardeners have great intentions
when it comes to buying bulbs they actually will get
planted, though many hurry up during the colder
parts of November to get them in the ground.

But that leaves many laggers behind, folks with
good intentions but maybe short memories or lack of
time.

'That’s where “forcing” the bulbs comes into play.

Forcing is a term that sounds vaguely like a bul-
lying term. In some ways, it sort of is. The goal is to
make the plant do something it normally wouldn’t
do, usually at the sake of living a longer life.

'The main principle is that plants are potted,
given a cold treatment more than turning a shoulder
to them, and then “forced” into bloom. In most cases,
after successful forcing, the plants are discarded.
Gasp!

Many tulip varieties, crocuses, daffodils, squills
and hyacinths are easily forced. Varieties most easily
forced are usually marked as such in store displays
and catalogs. Of course, some are quite common.

Paperwhite narcissus is just one of many of the
forms with multiple flowers
per stem and great fragrance
for a daffodil. Little is needed
except a container to force
these bulbs. Sadly, they don't
do well outdoors unless you're
in the South.

And then there is
the amaryllis. Like the
paperwhite, all you need to
do is pot them, set them in
bright sunlight, keep the soil
moist, sit back and wait. In
two to four weeks, you'll have blooms. These are the
easy bulbs.

For common bulbs, they need a cold treatment
that allows the bulbs to develop roots and the buds
to break dormancy. The bulbs then need a warm
treatment indoors to force them into bloom.

To pot the bulbs, place one-fourth inch of gravel
in the bottom of 6- or 8-inch flower pots that have
drain holes. Then loosely fill the pots about half way

with a well-drained soil. Humus sold in most garden
centers should work. Or, use half garden soil and half
coarse sand.

Do not firm the soil; this ruins the drainage and
bulbs usually rot.

Set the bulbs so that they are just touching
each other, and the pointed tips are just showing
above the rim of the pot. This seems backward as the
natural tendency is to plant the bulbs deep. Don't.

You may need to adjust the amount of soil so
that bulbs are at the right height. Firm the bulbs into
the soil; then add soil between the bulbs to within
about 1/2 inch of the pot rim. Water thoroughly.

Store the potted bulbs where they will receive
cool weather for about 13 weeks. A basement
beverage refrigerator or even the household
refrigerator if you can get away with it, an unheated
garage, a cold frame, or a protected place outside is
satisfactory. Make sure everyone in the household
knows that the bulbs are not to be disturbed.

You can even stack the pots on top of each other
until you see new growth shooting out of the bulb.

If outdoors, store potted bulbs under mulch such
as leaves, straw, or sand, snug against the house or
garage. The mulch needs to be 8 to 12 inches deep
to prevent the soil from freezing and the pots from
cracking. If possible, place the pots in a shallow ditch
or hole and cover with the mulch. You may need to
use screen wire to keep out mice and other animals.

Indoors or outside, it is important the pots be
protected from freezing and kept moist.

In February, bring the pots in a week apart, keep
at room temperature of about 50 degrees F for one
week then increase the temperature to 60 degrees F.
Flowers will develop in about four weeks, hopefully
dissipating winter’s gloom over the next several weeks.

After the bulbs are done blooming, keep them
around and plant them outdoors as soon as possible
and keep your fingers crossed. Nine times out of 10,
they’ve spent their energy and won't survive.

But the one-tenth that does will bloom the fol-
lowing years.

David Robson is an Extension Educator,
Horticulture, at the Springfield Extension
Center, University of lllinois Extension,
P.0. Box 8199, Springfield, IL 62791.
Telephone: 217-782-6515.

E-mail: drobson@uiuc.edu.
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Design your own

floorplan at no charge!
Now available with

(GEOZTHERVAIS
for only $7,400!

Over 90! Stocki&
Display/;Homes

ENELEL)E
immediately!

v'Great New Floorplans!
v'Free Whirlpool Appliances!
v'Expanded Delivery Area!
v'Energy Efficiency Package
v'Lennox Furnace Standard!

8” Sidewalls, R-50 Ceilings,
20-year Windows, Lennox Furnace,
Kohler Plumbing, Tax, Delivery
& Crane Work included

www.dhsolar.net

V:s:t our website at:

designhemesTcom

Call For A Free Brochure

1-800-627-9443

MN Contractor #20146710

Corporate Office: (18 Models)
Prairie du Chien, WI 53821 1-608-326-6041

Edgerton, WI 608-884-6263 (5 Models)
Eldridge, IA 52748 (8 Models)

BEFORE YOU BUILD A
POLEBARN CALL US

i * Agriculture 4
A G | - industrial 30 Year
LG © Commercial Warranty

Fill Any Size <

Or Need

217-824-5940

uponm
v

Radiant Floor Heating

SANGAMON
RADIANT

uponor aqua pex tubing products for
agricultural, commercial shop floors and homes

(217)971-8592
FAX (217)483-7973
Evening (217)483-3223
John D. McMillan - Owner

of Handheld Outdoor Power Equipment
*Number one selling brand” 7 ing’ -
is based on syndicated Irwin Broh l”‘mg’lca
Research (commercial landscapers) as well
as independent consumer research of 2009 U.S. sales
and market share data for the gasoline-powered
handheld outdoor power equipment category combined
sales to consumers and commercial landscapers.
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BLOWERS
STARTING AT

$149%

All prices are CDC-SRP. Available at participating dealers. © 2010 STIHL

STIHLdealers.com
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STARTING AT
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] traditional string of
lights will use 36 watts of
power, but a string of LD
lights only uses 5 watts.”

Eficieny commandment # 0: Thou shalt be thankfu

Appreciating the henefits of electricity and shopping for efficiency

Actually this column doesn't relate to energy
efficiency as much as it does to energy itself and
specifically, electricity. Because we will be celebrating
the Thanksgiving holiday this month, I thought it
would be good to think about the value of electricity
and all the great things it does for us.

1 just love this time of the year. The leaves are
beautiful and the air is comfortable and refreshing.
We are entering the holiday season and some of you
have already missed the biggest buck deer you've ever
seen. And Thanksgiving will soon be here. We have so
much to be thankful for in this country.

A few months ago in one of my columns I wrote
that I consider electricity to be a blessing. And I
really do feel that way. Let me list many of the ways
that we use electricity at home. This is in no particular
order. Here we go:

Television, ceiling lights, ceiling fan, lamps,
refrigerator, range/oven, range exhaust fan, garbage
disposal, dishwasher, microwave, mixer/blender, cof-
fee maker, toaster, crock pot, electric knife, stereo/
radio, clocks, bath exhaust fan, heating/cooling
system, clothes dryer, clothes washer, iron, cell phone
charger, hair dryer, curling iron, DVD player, security
lights, battery chargers times
three, Christmas lights,
heating pad, vacuum cleaning
system, garage door opener,
freezer, ceiling fan, computer,
printer, security system, copy
machine, electric water heater,
waflle iron, electric tools,
video games, humidifier,
dehumidifier, well pump,
sump pump, air compressor, paper shredder, cir-
culating hot water system, ice maker, treadmill, pool
pump and equipment, electric guitar ...

Now, to help you solve that ever-present
argument of which appliances use the most electricity
... here’s your homework assignment. You can figure
it out with this simple formula:

Wattage x hours used per day x days used per year
+ 1000 = Kilowatt-hour (kWh) consumption per year.
Just multiply that kWh result by your local electric rate
to get the dollars and cents figure. You can usually find
the wattage of most appliances stamped on the bottom
or back of the appliance or on its nameplate.

I know there are many more but I am getting
ready to drive to Jasper, Ark. to enjoy this state’s

beautiful scenery. Instead, I will ask you to finish the
list with some of the other ways we use electricity at
home. If you think you might have the longest list,
call me at my office at 501-653-7931 and share it
with me. The caller with the longest list will get a very
nice early Christmas present.

Speaking of Christmas, think about switching
to the new light emitting diode (LED) Christmas
lights. A traditional string of lights will use 36 watts
of power, but a string of LD lights only uses 5 watts.
And they’ll last 10 times longer. Untangling them is
still a problem I can’t help you with.

Oh, and since we are at the beginning of

Christmas, here is a list of tips to keep in mind as
you head to the mall or Wal-Mart. Thanks go to my
friends at the National Rural Electric Cooperatives
Association for sharing this. During this Holiday
Season let’s all be a little more thankful and do a little
more sharing. I

Top 10 energy saving tips

for a happy holiday season

0. Ask for Energy Star rated appliances and
CFLs.

9. Skip the electronics and get the kids board
games.

8. Do not preheat the oven when cooking
large pieces of meat.

7. Lower thermostats and replace HVAC filters”
every 30 days.

6. Check windows and doors for leaks and
seal them.

5. Install timers on outdoor lighting displays.

4. Decorate with LED lights.

l: Adjust power settings on video game con-

soles to the power saving feature.
. Vanquish energy vampires with a smart
power strip.
1. Follow Scrooge’s example: skip the
holidays! (Not recommended for children)

Doug Rye, the “Doctor of Energy
Efficiency-the King of Caulk and Talk” can
be heard on several different lllinois radio
stations. Or you can go to his Web site

at www.dougrye.com, e-mail him at
info@philliprye.com, or call 501-653-
7931. You can also sign up for a free
newsletter and order his “how to”
videotapes.
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{ FUTURE STEEL BUILDINGS
Do-It- Yourself Steel Bundlngs

Ideal For:

* Recreational Use

« Boat Storage

« Bunkie

« Equipment Storage
"+ Garage/Shop
=+ PWC/Snowmobile

© 30-year perforation warranty

 Full technical support from start to finish

© Fully customized to meet your needs
o o Factory-direct savings

_ Our building consultants are ready to take your call
Call Toll Freg o i e Const DOELOI

Today for a ?:rk
FREE! ot
INFORMATION PACKAGE

MID AMERICA

Pole Barn Co.

30 x 50 x 10 Galvalume
$8,200.00
Price includes material, delivery,
construction, factory trusses, screws
Open M - 8to5
1-866-456-0959

Price is subject to change without notice

www.hardyheater.com
Bates@hardyheater.com

- All stainless steel construction

CroP INSURANCE
CHANGES ARE COMING

OUR SPECIALISTS ARE READY WITH

THE LATEST INFORMATION AVAILABLE!

Farm Credit crop insurance specialists focus only on o
crop insurance. We're ready to explain the changing eé%e
)

Federal Crop Insurance program guidelines and how . .
Farm Credit Services

they could affect your operation. We'll explain:
OF ILLINOIS

© New crop insurance policy combinations

© Changes to replant and preventive planting clauses We Understand

© New pricing models

i3 Youlld

Find A Branch Near You

800.444.FARM

www.fcsillinois.com/contact.html

=/ Heats home and household
“The Orlglnal” oy
utsipe  * 10-year warranty
WOODBURNING - Connects to your existing
FURNACE central duct
or hydronic system

+ Standard with bronze
circulator pump and automatic
draft combustion

blower, and grates

+ Units from 100,000 to 250,000
BTU’s output

+ Financing Available (new)

+ Dealer Inquiries Welcome

Hardy Manufacturing

Company, Inc.
12345 Road 505
PHILADELPHIA, MS 39350

(1-800-542-7395)

LOWEST COST

Term Life Insurance

Issue ages through 90

$100,000 $250,000
45 12.78 22.75
35 16.19 31.28
65 31.06 68.47

Rates figured on monthly cost for female non-tobacco users

BRANDON RAMLET

888) 250-5054

TALIC FORM NO. 1-32207-198

Never have to buy fuel—
oil, gas, kerosene, wood—ever again!

» Furnace free-duct free

» Lifetime warranty, no service contracts

« Safe, complete peace of mind

* Clean, no fumes, environmentally safe

= U.L listed Contactus
today for

* Preassembled—ready to use i 21

* Portable (110V) or permanent (220Y) FREE

* Whole house heating or single room catalog!

_Cil i i i i 220 VOLT APPROX. AREA DISCOUNT
Hydro-Sil is a high performance individual room 223 VoLt o APEROX A S&H QTY.

heating system that can save you hundreds of  gonn0w 250300 35319 $25
dollars in home heating costs by replacing old and 1550, 180-250 sf $289 925

inefficient heating. It can replace or supplement ¢ 1554, 130180 <f $259  $25
yourelectricheat, gas or oil furnace and woodstoves. 41550 100130 sf $230 418

Hydro-Sil represents economy in heating: inside 3954, 75100 o $189  $18
the heater is a sealed copper chamber filled 5. 545, 5075 5f 5169 918

with a harmless silicone fluid deS|gned for heat Thermostats - Call for options & exact heater needed.

retention qualities. The fluid is quickly heated by a

varying amount of micro-managed proportional — (Thermostat included.)

power. This exclusive technology greatly increases 5 Hydre-Max300-1500 w $239  $25

energy Savmgs. Flat Radiant 750-1500 w $169 $25
Heavy-Duty (240v) 4000 w $329  $25

CHECK | MASTERCARD | VISA | DISCOVER NAME

ALUDRESS

110 VOLT PORTABLES DISCOUNT
PRICE S&H QTY.

[oing T Fag

PHUNF

WWW.HYDROSIL.COM

HYDRO-SIL, P.O. BOX 662, FORT MILL, SC 29715 FAPIRATHN =ATF




1hyis corn-only storage building at Johnson Grain, LLG holds up
to 7.5 million bushels of corn. 1his year it remains mostly empty
due to low yields produced by hot August temperatures.
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Ethanol production plants
continue to sprout up
around lllinois

By Kaleigh Friend

en driving through Illinois, you're

Weﬁnitely going to see one thing:

corn fields. But what kinds of pos-
sibilities are presented by these rows and rows
of corn? Second only to Iowa in corn produc-
tion, Illinois is a large part of the ethanol pro-
duction industry. Enough ethanol is produced
to replace up to 35 percent of the state’s reli-
ance on petroleum.

More than 600 million bushels of corn
go to ethanol production every year in Illinois.
This growing industry has created over 1,000
full-time jobs within the state, along with
countless other indirect jobs.

Corn Belt Energy Cooperation’s largest
electrical load, Patriot Renewable Fuels (PRF),
has been a part of the movement to produce
ethanol since they opened in 2008. PRE has
operated at maximum capacity since its open-
ing, producing more than 100 million gallons
of ethanol every year.

Jobnson Grain, LLC is the largest corn-only facility
in the area with a storage building that can hold
up to 7.5 million bushels, a bunker that can hold
2 million bushels and uprights that can hold up to
1.4 million bushels. Superintendent Peter Chaplain
said much of the corn they had recently sent out by
rail was going to ethanol plants in Texas.



An economic development group
in Henry County started PRF in An-
nawan. Since inception PRF has cre-
ated about 50 full-time jobs for the
community and many other indirect
jobs in the areas of farming and trans-
portation. This plant produces more
than just ethanol. Some of the valuable
co-products of the ethanol production
process include Dried Distillers Grains
(DDGs) and carbon dioxide. DDGs
are used as feed for livestock. Its usage
offsets the use of 1 billion bushels of
corn as feed, while carbon dioxide is
used in the food and beverage industry
for freezing processes and for the car-
bonation of beverages.

Producing ethanol reduces our re-
liance on foreign oil, has less of an en-
vironmental impact and creates a local
demand for corn, according to Tricia
Braid-Terry, Communications Director
for Illinois Corn Growers Association.

Some vehicle manufacturers have
released flex-fuel vehicles that use E85,
which is a blend of 85 percent ethanol
and 15 percent ordinary unleaded fuel.
Along with a reduced carbon footprint,
flex fuel vehicle owners who use E85
will notice a better price at the pump.

While it is true that E85 users will
notice a bit of a loss in fuel economy,
the wholesale price is, on average, 60
cents cheaper per gallon. The use of
E85 also prevents four tons of carbon
dioxide from entering the atmosphere
each year and reduces harmful ozone
gasses by 20
percent. There
are now over 220
gas stations in
Illinois that offer
E85. “The ethanol
industry will con-
tinue to grow,” said Braid-Terry.

However, opponents argue using
corn for ethanol production puts a
strain on corn as a food source and that
it takes more energy to produce etha-
nol than it generates. As for putting a
strain on corn as a food source, Braid-
Terry points out that higher yields
have satisfied the demands created by
ethanol production. Higher yields are
a result of genetically engineered seeds
and advanced technology allowing
more precise application of fertilizer,

“Ethanol impacts llinois’
economy by over four billion Ford and GM
dollars each year.”

From 2001-2007, an average of
2.64 gallons of ethanol were produced
per bushel of corn. Now the average
is at 2.78 gallons, with some plants
producing upwards of three gallons per
bushel of corn.

When it comes to energy usage,
it takes 1 British thermal unit (BTU)
to produce ethanol. That is equivalent
to the amount of energy needed to
heat one pound of water one degree
Fahrenheit. Ethanol, in turn, creates
13.2 BT'Us, and therefore creates 292
percent more energy than it takes to
produce it, according to the Renewable
Fuels Association.

While producing ethanol can
cause corn prices to rise, Judd Nulting,
Project Coordinator at Patriot Renew-
able Fuels, says this is a good thing be-
cause it makes farmland more valuable.
Consumers shouldn’t notice this price
shift at the grocery store; the value of
corn in a box of Corn Flakes cereal has
only increased from four cents to six
cents in the last few years.

One group that’s excited about
the use of E85 is the American Lung
Association in Illinois. Matt Marcum,
Manager of Environmental Programs,
said that the association is very pro-
E85 because it is a good alternative
to petroleum in terms of emissions,
air quality, and lung health. Mobile
source emissions are one of the major
air quality issues this group deals with.
'They have initiated a program in co-
ordination with
the Illinois Corn
Marketing Board,

to promote E85
by sending out
$10 fuel coupons.
'The coupons are accepted at over 150
retailers in Illinois.

Ethanol impacts Illinois’ economy
by over four billion dollars each year.
'These direct impacts are the total eco-
nomic stimulus within Illinois realized
from the services, salaries and value
of the commodities produced by the
plants.

'The ethanol industry has also cre-
ated many jobs at the 12 ethanol plants
in the state and has created a stable
market for corn. On a national spec-

Mike Johnson with Tri MJ Farms unloads
corn at Johnson Grain, LLC in Waverly, 1ll.

trum, there are tax credits for ethanol
that go to the fuel blenders, which are
in the petroleum market and separate
from the ethanol production plants. If
the ethanol tax credit was lost, it would
result in a loss of over 100,000 jobs and
a decrease in corn demand and thus
corn prices.

Overall, the ethanol industry is
growing. As vehicle manufacturers
produce more flex-fuel vehicles, the
demand for ethanol will increase. The
Illinois Corn Growers Association,
along with others, pushed for a shift
to a 15 percent standard ethanol and
petroleum blend. The EPA recently ap-
proved a 5 percent increase on the usu-
al 10 percent ethanol and petroleum
blend we see at every pump in Illinois.

At the end of the day, what’s the
verdict on ethanol? It’s a choice drivers
have to make based on car perfor-
mance, fuel efficiency, and price differ-
ence. Whatever the choice, the ethanol
industry will continue to grow as more
people “go green” and more ethanol
production plants sprout up around
the country.
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The Fruit Of The Spirit
Who: St. Mary’s High School Youth Group of Anna, IL

Cost: $21, including shipping
Details: hard-backed, three ring-bound

Pages of recipes: 181

Send checks to: LaDonna Basler,
1390 Campground Road, Anna, IL 62906
or call 618-833-4769.

W _ Holiday C“eeseba“h .
' 2.) PRES: creatn, Che® le
| ] ((%%—-(c))z‘.) ? i crushed pipeapPs
1 drained ccans, divided Chicken Tetrazzini (below)
2 %'\Cg;(o)&gztefshﬁe sauce 2 C. chicken cooked and diced
171 1's seasoning Y C. green pepper, diced
1T. Lowry , 1e, 1 C.pecans ; g 1 sm. onion, chopped
am cheese pineapp™> ether. ' B, 1 pkg. sliced fresh mushrooms

Mix cre

. o te 1
Wor,cesteYShlfe an i collin remam‘_ﬁg L4 C. butter
a

1 (15-0z.) can cream of chicken soup

Holiday Cheeseball

Russian Stroganoff

6 T. butter (no substitutes)

% med. onion, diced

2 Ibs. beef tenderloin, thinly sliced
into 1-inch strips

% 1b. fresh button mushrooms, sliced

Salt, to taste

Freshly ground black pepper, to taste

1/8 tsp. nutmeg

1 C. full fat sour cream at room
temperature

2 oz.vodka

Splash of gin

Klusky noodles

Paprika

Melt 3 T. butter in a heavy skillet. Add the -

onion and cook slowly until translucent.
Remove to a bowl and set aside. Turn the

heat to medium-high and add beef to the

Easy Caramel Rolls

1 (24 count) pkg. frozen dinner rolls

1 tsp. cinnamon

1 C. pecans, chopped

1 stick margarine, melted

1 C. packed brown sugar

1 (3-0z.) pkg. butterscotch cook pudding

Arrange rolls in the bottom of a well-but-
tered bundt pan. Sprinkle with cinnamon
and nuts. Stir the brown sugar and dry pud-
ding mix into melted butter until smooth.
Pour mix evenly over rolls. Seal tightly with
foil. Cover with a towel and leave on the
counter overnight. Bake at 350 degrees for

20-25 minutes the next morning.

skillet. If very lean, add a splash of cooking B\ 88

oil and brown meat on all sides. Remove
the beef and set aside in the bowl with the
cooked onion. Drain skillet and add the
remaining 3 T. butter. Let butter melt, but
not brown. Stir in mushrooms. Cook over
medium heat for 3 minutes. Season with
salt, pepper and nutmeg. Whisk the sour
cream and add to the skillet, but do not al-
low it to boil. Return the beef and onions
to the skillet long enough to heat through.
Add a 2-oz. shot of vodka and a splash of
gin. Work into sauce and serve on a bed of
cooked Klusky noodles. Dust with paprika.

E ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING * www.icl.coop

1 (15-0z.) can cream of mushroom
sou

1 (14- oz.) can evaporated milk

2'T. pimento

7-oz. spaghetti noodles, cooked and
drained

Salt and pepper, to taste

1 C. cheese, grated (your choice)

Sauté pepper, onion and mushrooms in
butter in a pan. Mix chicken, sautéed
vegetables, soups, milk, pimento, spaghetti
and salt and pepper together. Pour into a
9x13-inch baking pan. Top with cheese.
Bake at 350 degrees for 30 minutes.
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ApronmStrings
— 150th Celebration

. Who: St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church of Metropolis
=~ Cost: $20, plus $5 shipping
Details: hard-backed, three ring-bound
Pages of recipes: 388

Send checks to: St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church,
6874 Midway Road, Metropolis, IL 62960
or call 618-524-5450.

Peanut Butter and Jelly Brownies

Autumn Cider Punch Chocolate Spiced Pork Chops Peanut Butter and Jelly

1 (32-0z.) bottle apple juice Brownies (above)

1 (32-0z.) bottle cranberry juice
1 (6-0z.) can frozen orange juice
concentrate, thawed

2'T. firmly packed brown sugar

1 T. Italian seasoning

2 tsp. onion powder

1-1/2 tsp. unsweetened cocoa powder

1 C. firmly packed brown sugar
1 C. crunchy peanut butter
Y C. softened margarine

1 (6-0z.) can frozen lemonade 1-1/2 tsp garlic powder 2 eggs
concentrate, thawed 1 tsp. paprika 1 tsp. vanilla

1 (1-liter) bottle ginger ale or lemon % tsp. ground red pepper 1% C. flour
lime soft drink, chilled 1 tsp. cumin Ya tsp. salt

15 tsp. salt

14 tsp. ground black pepper

4 (1-1/2-inch thick) bone-in
pork chops

1°T. vegetable oil

6 squares Baker’s semi-sweet
baking chocolate, chopped
1 C. strawberry jam

Stir together apple juice, cranberry juice,
orange juice concentrate and lemonade
concentrate. Chill. Stir in ginger ale or
lemon lime soft drink just before serving.

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Beat
Serve over ice.

sugar, peanut butter and butter in a
large bowl with an electric mixer on
medium speed until well blended.

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. In a large
bowl, combine brown sugar, Italian season-

Holiday Pumpkin Dip

1 (8-0z.) pkg. cream cheese, softened
1 C. canned unsweetened pumpkin
1 clove garlic, minced

1 tsp. ground cumin

1/3 C. minced dried beef

1/3 C. chopped red bell pepper

2'T. minced fresh parsley

2 T. minced fresh onion

1 tsp. chili powder

Y C. chopped green bell pepper

2 T. lime juice

Beat together the cream cheese, pumpkin,
garlic, onion, cumin and chili powder until
smooth and creamy. Stir in the beef, green
and red peppers and lime juice. Spoon
into a small, pretty bowl and sprinkle with
cilantro and chill.

ing, onion powder, cocoa, garlic powder,
paprika, red pepper, cumin, salt and black
pepper. Rub mixture evenly over pork
chops. In a large cast-iron skillet, heat oil
over med-high heat. Add pork chops and
cook for 3 minutes per side. Place skillet
in the oven and bake pork chops for

8 minutes.

Visit www.icl.coop to see
an archive of past
lllinois Country Living recipes.

Add eggs and vanilla; mix well. Add
flour and salt; beat until well blended.
Sir in chocolate. Line a 9-inch square
pan with foil, with ends of foil ex-
tending over the sides of the pan.
Grease foil. Spread batter onto the
prepared pan. Drop jam by spoonfuls
over batter; swirl with a knife to mar-
bleize. Bake 35 to 40 minutes or until
a toothpick inserted in the center
comes out clean. Cool in the pan. Lift
dessert from pan, using foil handles.
Cut into 24 squares to serve.

Photos by Catrina McCulley Wagner
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Recovering from identity theft

he July edition of Powered Up (http://www.icl.coop/

archive.htm) discussed emerging Internet scams and how
to recognize and avoid them. Since that time, many of you
have questioned what to do should you already have fallen
victim to identity theft. This edition will focus on solutions
to the problem. You do have options. They just may require a
little diligence.

First, you should be aware that you are not alone. Law
enforcement, from local to the national level, takes iden-
tity theft very seriously. Probably the biggest advocate and
information source for consumers regarding identity theft is
the Federal Trade Commission (FTC). It is the only federal
agency with both consumer protection and competition
jurisdiction in broad sectors of the economy. The FTC has
the resources necessary
to help you connect with
individuals who can assist
you should you experience
identity theft.

In a video produced
by the FTC, Assistant
Director Betsy Broder
says, “We know that iden-
tity fraud, in its various
forms has affected 10 mil-
lion people in any given
year, and what that means
in dollars, is that its a loss
to businesses of about $50 billion. On top of that, victims of
identity theft have spent $5 billion trying to undo this harm.’

'That amount of loss definitely has a major negative
impact on the economy. In order to combat identity theft,
the FTC has come up with four steps that every victim of
identity theft should take.

1. Place a fraud alert on your credit reports, and
review your credit reports.

Fraud alerts can help prevent an identity thief from opening
any more accounts in your name. Contact the toll-free fraud
number of any of the three consumer reporting companies
above to place a fraud alert on your credit report. You only
need to contact one of the three companies to place an alert.
'The company you call is required to contact the other two,
which will place an alert on their versions of your report, too.

2. Close the accounts that you know, or believe, have
been tampered with or opened fraudulently.

Call and speak with someone in the security or fraud
department of each company. Follow up in writing, and

»

Here is the information you will need to
contact the three major credit-reporting
agencies. Keep in mind that when you them.
call, you are unlikely to reach a live per-
son immediately. You may have to wade
through the digital calling tree to get what
you want. Be persistent! You will get there.

TransUnion: 1-800-680-7289
Equifax: 1-800-525-6285
Experian: 1-888-397-3742

include copies (NOT originals) of supporting documents.
It’s important to notify credit card companies and banks in
writing. Send your letters by certified mail, return receipt
requested, so you can document what the company received
and when. Keep a file of your correspondence and enclosures.
3. Fileacomplaintwith the Federal Trade Commission.
You can file a complaint with the FTC using its online
complaint form; or call the FTC’s Identity Theft Hotline,
toll-free: 1-877-ID-THEFT (438-4338); TTY: 1-866-653-
4261; or write Identity Theft Clearinghouse, Federal Trade
Commission, 600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Washington,
DC 20580. Be sure to call the Hotline to update your com-
plaint if you have any additional information or problems. By
sharing your identity theft complaint with the FTC, you will
provide important information
that can help law enforcement
officials across the nation track
down identity thieves and stop

4. File areport with your
local police or the police in the
community where the identity
theft took place.

Call your local police
department and tell them that
you want to file a report about
your identity theft. Ask them
if you can file the report in
person. If you cannot, ask if you can file a report over the
Internet or telephone. If the police are reluctant to take your
report, ask to file a “Miscellaneous Incident” report, or try
another jurisdiction, like your state police. You also can check
with your state Attorney General’s office to find out if state
law requires the police to take reports for identity theft.

Following these four steps is a great start to recovering
your identity. Be prepared to answer the same questions
repeatedly, and keep a journal of your activity, including
dates, times and names of the people with whom you speak.
It may take some time, but with a little persistence, you will
win back control of your identity.

Ed VanHoose is the Digital Communications
Administrator/IT Manager for the Association
of lllinois Electric Cooperatives in Springfield.
He is a specialist in the IT field with over 12
years of experience working in leadership
roles for technology hased projects in Illlinois
and Missouri.

Written and compiled by Ed VanHoose 217-241-7941 evanhoose@aiec.coop
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Cabins Southern Illinois Shawnee
Forest. Five cabins, all sizes, all
amenities, but food. Massage therapist
available. horseback rentals nearby. Pet
friendly. Near Garden of Gods, Rim
rock, Pounds Hollow Lake, Cave-
in-Rock. On Scenic Byway. Great

for gatherings up to 30, honeymoon,
friends getaway or just by yourself.
Pavilion. Three nights for two in
December, January and February.
www.rimrocksdogwoodcabins.com.

618-264-6036.

Central/ Southern lllinois Properties
Wanted:_Crop or Horse Farms,
Land, Motels or Parks, Victorian &
Country Homes, Estates or Lake
Houses. Since 1925, United Country
has the premier marketing program,
pertinent to country lifestyle! Our
specialty catalogs, ads, & websites are
seen monthly by millions of local &
nationwide country buyers. Realtor
Afhliates for Progressive Farmer, DU,
Deere, FFA & Purina. Featured as
the #1 Country Real Estate by ABC
News, MSNBC, D&B, and the Wall
Street Journal. Visit our booth at 8
Farm & Sport Shows throughout
Illinois! Consumers rate us as having
the Top Internet Exposure in the
industry- visit United Country at
www.FarmAndLakeHouses.com. 19
years of experience- Call Broker Jerry

Grodesky (217) 386-4220.

4' white pine trees, delivered, planted,
mulched. $64.50 per tree. Buy 10 get
1 free. Call for other sizes, varieties
or shades. Price may vary depending
on geographical location.
www.atwoodtrees.com.

Call 217-886-2316

Professional oil paintings (portraits,
landscapes). Also pen & ink home
paintings. Artist uses your favorite
photo(s) for reference - Becky
Barker, rbarker01@peoplepc.com.
815-635-3772

First Street Restaurant Equipment
used slicers, tenderizers, grinders,
meatsaws, ss sinks, tables. New
and used cooking equipment, pot-
tery wheels and kilns. 2615 So.
First, Springfield, 217-522-3934,
217-971-8592.

Vacation cabins-0hio River, Shawnee
National Forest, Elizabethtown, IL.
Cedar Hill River Cabins, Ohio
River National Scenic Byway,
www.cedarhillriverresort.com.

217-652-4257.

Authorized Rainbow distributor.
Repairs, supplies and service. Living
air purifiers. L&L Distributing, 116 S.
VanBuren St., Newton, IL 62448.
618-783-3755.

Filter Queen/Defender sales, service
and supplies. For free information,
call 800-753-5401, 618-948-2874 or
write She-N-I, Inc. RR1, Allendale,
1L 62410.

Insulation. 4x8 sheets, foil-backed
foam. Also rolls of foil-bubble pak-
insulation. All factory seconds.
www.nichols5.com.Contact Ken

Nichols, 800-424-1256.

Stay and Play in Southern lllinois’
Hardin County. Shawnee Forest, Ohio
River, Garden of the Gods, Cave-
in-Rock. www.hardincountyil.org.

Illinois Mile After Magnificent Mile.

618-287-4333.

Miniature Mediterranean donkeys.
Pet, show and breeding quality. Gray
duns, chocolates, spotteds and blacks.
Visitors welcome. Canton, IL. 309-
647-7162. www.copperascreek.com.

Sassafras Hill - Nature’s splendor
adjacent to Cache River Refuge.
Three bedroom home. Near wine
trail. Ample room for crafters retreat.
www.southernillinoisvacationrental.

com. 618-697-8148.

Midwest Bird and Animal Swap &
Sale, Nov. 28 at Monroe County
Fairgrounds, Waterloo, IL from 5:30
to Noon. 618-939-6809.

call the ROOf King for your

Mobile Home Roofing Needs!

1-800-748-0645

Mobile Home Super Insulated
Roof Over Systems
40 Year Warranty
Factory Direct from Roof King

www.roofking.net
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Guest House Vacation Rental.
Elizabethtown, IL. 2BR, 2Bath.
Overlooking Ohio River. Near
Garden of the Gods/Shawnee
Forest. Hunters welcome!

www.Hardincountybluehouse.com
618-876-9118.

It’s planting time. We have white pine
and Norway Spruce to plant as wind
break or privacy screen. Call John at
TurfGreen Landscaping. 217-793-
1114 or 217-306-0248.

Sick camper refrigerator? Specializing
30 years in rebuilding cooling units.
New and used units available. Camper
repair. Crutcher’s RV, Cropsey, IL.
309-377-3721.

Earn $2,000 to $5,000/mo. without

leaving your job! Call this 3 min. mes-
sage and listen to what these people
have done. 866-274-0657.

Renew energy! Unblock your bio
energetic fields. Open the energy
already in your body. Check it out
at www.2renewhealth.info. and
www.eomega.com/Ibrenewhealth.

309-825-3485.

Wanted to buy: Standing timber. All
species. Pay top price. Clear or select
cut. Call 815-434-4141.

your finished product.

Christmas tree equipment: McCanse
Shakee shaker, 2 balers with netting,
roping maker, wagon for 1 horse, gas

trimmer, more. 217-622-5824.

Wanted to buy: Standing timber,
walnut, oak, etc. Specializing in the

walnut markets. Prices are very strong.

217-242-5401.

Wanted: Indian artifacts of all kinds.
Free appraisals. 309-338-3281.

Wanted to buy: Standing timber,
most species. Pay top prices. Call
217-285-2760.

Wanted to buy: Ginseng (in season),
Goldenseal, other roots, barks, leaves,

herbs.618-282-3267

Cow and calf producer. Looking for
pasture to lease. 618-889-6592.

Fiberglass corrugated, 26-inch wide.
8-12- foot long. 8 ft.-$6. 12 ft.-$9.

Large supply, all colors. Dongola, IL.
618-827-4737.

Buying old coin accumulations. Pre
1964, gold teeth, rings, broken jewelry,

pocket watches, will travel, whites

coins 35 yrs. fair. 618-268-6070.

How to place an ad:

1) Type or print ad neatly.

may place Marketplace ads.

in the next available issue.

2) Count words. Cost is $30 for up to the first 20 words. $1.50 each additional
word. Ads with insufficient funds will not be printed.

3) Prepayment is required. Include check or money order with ad for amount due.
Also include address label from Illinois Country Living or other proof of Illinois
electric cooperative membership. Only members of Illinois electric cooperatives

4) Mail to: Illinois Marketplace, P.O. Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708, by deadline.

Deadlines: January issue — November 19;
February issue — December 20.

We reserve the right to reject any advertisement. Ads postmarked after the deadline will be placed

New name?

Fresh look?

Print Mail
C1C]
al i =

Cooperative Design & Print has faithfully served
cooperatives and other businesses for more than 40 years
as part of the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives.

Design

Our team of editors and graphic designers can help bring your ideas to life.

| Web sites | Signage | Newsletters | Stationery | Annual Reports | Brochures

We deliver on our promises, and also your materials — even to the post office, if
you like. Yes, we can prepare, print and deliver your mailing for you!

Our pressmen and silkscreener take pride in ensuring that you’ll be pleased with

We'’re proud to continue in that tradition, providing for
your business needs from concept to delivery!

For more information or to request

217-241-7942  abingenheimer@aiec.coop

Yes!

a bid, please contact:
Angie Bingenheimer, Manager

Connie Newenham, Assistant Manager
217-241-7943 * cnewenham@aiec.coop
Lisa Rigoni, Sales/Marketing Associate
217-241-7953 < lrigoni@aiec.coop

www.coopdesignandprint.com
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ELIMINATE HIGH
HEATING BILLS!

CENTRAL BOILER

E-CLASSIC
Outdoor Wood
i Gasification Furnace

zﬁ‘ﬁ%-":ﬁ‘ HURRY TO SAVE BIG!
Rebates available at
} }() participating dealers ."""‘

for a limited time only

. Heat ent|re home, multiple buildings, water and
more with safe, comfortable heat.”

+ Adapts easily to new or existing
heating systems.

*Furnace and system must be properly sized and installed.
For more information about the $1,500 tax credlit, please
consult your tax planner and review all IRS guidelines.
Central Boiler is not a tax advisor. To see which models qualify,
visit CentralBoiler.com. ©2010 Central Boiler + ad5830

For more information and
for the dealer nearest you, visit

CentralBoiler.com

or call 800.248.4681 )

America’s Oldest & Largest Rare Breed Hatchery

FREE COLOR CATALO!
Over 140 varieties of Baby ChICkS Bantams,
Turkeys, Guineas, Peafowl, Game Birds,
Waterfowl, Juvenile Fowl. Also Eggs Incubators
Books, Equment and Medications.

Call 1 800 456 3280

hours a day)
Murray McMurray Hatchery,

(132, Webster City, lowa 50595-0458

Website: http://www.mcmurrayhatchery.com

C #1 Value. Escorted Tours Since 1952.

New from $995! Panama Canal,

Rainforests and Beaches. com
Call 1.800.CARAVAN for free 28 page info guide.
Or, visit us online at Caravan.com.

25X40X18 vaue$12300 NOW $ 9850
32X42X17 vaiue$13500 NOW $10,900
I x| 50X120X22 value$55200 NOW $42,400
OTHER MODELS & SIZES AVAILABLE!

Compare our prices and our quality. We're all for it
Tough, rugged buildings that last! Heavy gauge
| I I AZBO Galvalume steel. Totally maintenance free!
i

A3 8006685422

“One of the reasons for Drake Homes’ quarter-century staying power, is that we’ve adopted
new techniques and building components as the industry’s evolved. Our move, last year, to
Superior Walls provides our customers immediate gains in strength, dryness, comfort and
appearance, plus the long-term gain of lowered utility costs to heat & cool the entirehome.”
-Steve Drake-

The Leader in Residential Precast Foundation Systems

& Superior Walls

by Pregast Goncrete Solutions

1-866-522-8565
www.superiorwallspcs.com

RAKE

HOMES

CUSTOM HOME BUILDERS
Charleston, Illinois
www.drakehomes.com

Advertise in
1.1

OUNTRY LIVING

Why advertise with

Hlinois Country Living?

* Advertisers stay for extended
periods of time because readers
bring them results.

* 60 percent of our readers use
ads as reference when making
purchases.

* 36 percent save an ad for future
reference.

182,000 circulation

* Largest downstate monthly
publication.

* For more than 60 years, provid-
ing information on rural issues.

Contact Lisa Rigoni at

Irigoni@aiec.coop or
217-241-7953




by Alexandra M. Newbern

ach year in November and
December, people begin to
focus on the meaning of

Thanksgiving and Christmas to begin
planning ways to enjoy the celebrations
of the holiday season. For many parents
and grandparents there is an additional
focus — creating long-lasting holiday
memories and traditions for the kids

Yime " Feots

St. Louis Thanksgiving Day Parade
Date: 11/25/2010

Location: Downtown St. Louis
Website: www.christmasinstlouis.org

Kick-off the holidays watching the Mid-
west’s best holiday parade! The parade
begins at North 4th Street and Washing-
ton Avenue, proceeds South on North 4th
Street to Market Street, continues west on
Market Street and ends at 14th Street.

'The Loop Holiday Walk
Date: 11/26/2010
Location: The Loop Neighborhood
For more information call:
(314) 725-4466

Website: www.visittheloop.com

Crafts, music, food, entertainment, a
children’s area and much more — sure to be

fun for the whole family!

Winter Wonder Walk

Date: 11/21/2010

Location: Tilles Park at the corner
of Litzsinger and McKnight
Roads in St. Louis County

For more information call:
(314) 615-7275

Website: www.stlouisco.com/parks/

Ower one million twinkling lights and
holiday scenes during a walk through
Tilles Park. Concessions and photo op-
portunities with holiday characters are
available.

and grandkids. This year, take a trip to
experience the merriment and atmo-
sphere of St. Louis during the holidays!
“St. Louis is the perfect holiday
destination as it snuggles visitors with
the warmth of the festive season,” says
Donna Andrews, Director of Public
Relations for the St. Louis Conven-
tion & Visitors Commission. “There

are an abundance of holiday-related

activities all family members can enjoy.

From finding that perfect gift in one
of many boutiques ... having breakfast
with Santa and touring historic homes
decorated for the season. St. Louis is

a year-round destination, so visiting

in November and December is sure to

create memorable holiday experiences.”

0606% at the 05)00

Holiday Festival of Lights

Date: 11/19/2010

Location: Kiener Plaza in down-
town St. Louis and Memorial
Park in the St. Louis County
Government Center in
Clayton.

For more information:
call (314) 436-6500

www.christmasinstlouis.org

Christmas lights are simultaneously
turned on at 6:30 p.m. in downtown
S8t. Louis and downtown Clayton for
the official start of the holiday season.
Holiday activities and fireworks will
be held at each location.

Way of Lights Christmas Display
Date: 11/19/2010 - 1/2/2011
Location: National Shrine of
Our Lady of the Snows.
For more information call:
(618) 397-6700
Website: www.snows.org

A drive through scenic fantasy of
over one million lights that wind
past electro-art sculptures, life-size
fegures and displays that depict the
Christmas Story. A Christmas village,
choirs, a Christmas tree display and
horse-drawn carriage rides add fo the
Jestivities!

ety Ligis:

25th Annual Winter Wonderland
Date: 11/24/2010 - 1/2/2011
Location: Tilles County Park, corner
of Litzsinger and McKnight
Roads in St. Louis County
For more information call:
(314) 615-7275
Website: www.stlouisco.com/parks/

One mile of more than a million twinkling
holiday lights fashioned into characters
and ffestive scenes with a canopy of lights
glistening throughout 75 acres of forest in
Tilles Park in St. Louis County. Saturdays
are reserved for horse-drawn carriages, but
rides are also available daily.

E ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING  www.icl.coop



Location: The Fox Theatre in Grand Center
Tickets: (314) 534-1111 For more information call: (314) 534-1678
Website: www.fabulousfox.com

The Joffrey Ballet in Nutcracker
Date: 12/2/2010 - 12/5/2010

A Christmas Carol
Date: 12/9/2010 - 12/12/2010

Johnny Mathis Holiday Show
Date: 12/17/2010

Cirque Dreams Holidaze
Date: 12/21/2010 - 12/29/2010

Location: Missouri Botanical Garden, Ridgway Visitor Center
Website: www.mobot.org
For more information call: (314) 577-5100

Holiday Wreath Exhibition Date: 11/20/2010 - 1/2/2011

An exhibition of unusual, magnificent wreaths created by some of the areas finest

floral designers.

Date: 11/24/2010 - 1/2/2011

Watch model trains travel through a miniature landscape of living Pplants, small
towns and rural dwellings along the Appalachian Trail. Twinkling holiday trees,

snowflakes and over 600 colorful poinsettias and flowers surround the scene!

Date: 12/4/2010 - 12/19/2010

Enjoy festive carols, Santa in his sleigh, chestnuts roasting on an open fire and a
gingerbread house display. Meet Rudolph, join in family crafting activities and
see the Gardenland Express display (included with special event admission).

Victorian Christmas at Tower Grove House Date: 11/23/2010 - 1/2/2011
Location: Tower Grove House

See the Victorian country home of Garden founder Henry Shaw decked for the
season. Enjoy storytelling on Saturdays at 11 a.m.

Gardenland Express

Christmas Carols in the Garden

*Note: Go to www.explorestlouis.com to see a complete calendar of St. Louis events.

U.S. Bank Wild Lights

Date: 11/26/2010 - 12/12/2010

Location: The Saint Louis Zoo
in Forest Park

For more information call:
(314) 781-0900

Website: www.stlzoo.org

Stroll through the Zoo’s enchanting holi-
day wonderland and enjoy thousands of
colorful lights and seasonal sounds.

Christmas at the Cathedral

Date: 12/3/2010

Location: Cathedral Basilica of
Saint Louis

For more information call:
(314) 533-7662

Website: www.cathedralconcerts.org

This concert features the 120~voice Arch-
diocesan Adult Choir, 20-piece Orchestra,
70-voice Childrens Choir and 5-octave
Handbell Choir in the splendor of the Ca-
thedral Basilica.

St. Louis Holiday Magic

Date: 12/3/2010 - 12/5/2010

Location: America’s Center

For more information call:
(800) 247-9791

Website: www.stlholidaymagic.com

The family-friendly weekend show fea-
tures unique shopping, dazzling holiday
lights and decorations, indoor carnival
rides and live entertainment.

8th Annual Breakfast with Santa
Date: 12/5/2010
Location: The Magic House,

St. Louis Children’s Museum
For more information call:

(314) 822-8905

Website: www.magichouse.org

A pancake breakfast cooked by a pancake

[lipper extraordinaire, a special photo
with Santa and Mrs. Claus, a craft and
admission to The Magic House.

First Night Saint Louis

Date: 12/31/2010

Location: Grand Center Arts &
Entertainment District

For more information call:
(314) 289-8121

Website: www.firstnightstl.org

A celebration featuring visual and per-
Sforming arts, musicians, storytellers, danc-
ers, magicians, actors and puppeteers. The
grand procession starts at 5:30 p.m., lead-
ing the way to the main stage located at
the intersection of Grand Boulevard and
Lindell Avenue, for the opening ceremony
at 6 p.m. Children’ fireworks at 9 p.m.
and Grand Fireworks at midnight.

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING  November 2010 a
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3, Snowflake Festival at Glazebrook Park 4., Christmas Parade in Downtown

in Godfrey. 618-466-1483. Metropolis. 618-524-2714.

3, The 20th Annual Home Tour - 4, The 20th Annual Lights Fantastic
Three Centuries of Splendor in Taylorville. Activities & Parade in Carbondale.
217-824-9447. 618-529-8040.

3, Stockton Christmas Walk in Stockton. 4-5, Lunch with Santa on Train
815-947-2878. at the Wabash Depot in Downtown Monticello.
217-762-7921.

3, Christmas Candlelight Tours in Lerna.
217-345-1845. 4-5, Olde Alton Arts & Crafts Fair
at the Alton High School in Alton. 618-259-5660.

3=-4., Hometown Christmas on State Street
in Downtown Belvidere. 815-547-4357. 4-3 1, Festival of Lights Drive-thru
on North 2nd Street in Marshall. 217-826-8087.

3-5, The Santaland Diaries in Sullivan.
217-728-7375. 1 0-25, Christmas in the Park,
Manner’s Park in Taylorville. 217-824-5878.

4-5, Kankakee Kennel Club AKC
Dog Show at the Kankakee County Fairgrounds 1 1, ATaste of Galena Progressive
in Kankakee. 815-683-2393. Dinner in Galena. 815-777-0893 or

www.bestofgalena.com.

4., Andover Christmas Walk at Andover
Lake Park in Andover. 309-476-8228. 1 1-12. Bethlehem Walk at the
Christian Church of Manteno. 815-468-6468.

4, Home for the Holidays in Elsah.
618-465-6676. 1 1-12, Annual Christmas House
Tour in Golconda. 618-683-9702.

4, Mistletoe Ball-A Victorian Holiday

Dinner and Dance at historic Turner Hall in 12, Olde Tyme Christmas and
Galena. 815-777-9129. Living History in Metropolis. 618-524-9321.
4, Hometown Holly Day at the Marshall 1 8, Night of the Luminaria in

Fire Department Building in Marshall. Downtown Galena. 815-777-9050.

217-826-9023.

31, First Night River Bend at

Lewis & Clark Communi ollege in

_Q94.9447 Q_ALQ_EON

M

4, Taking Tea in Taylorville at Taylorville

ital Auditorium

~

Visit our Web site, www.icl.coop

To be considered for inclusion, please submit events in the format used above. Preference is given to events sponsored by non-profit
entities. Submitting an event is not a guarantee of publication. Photos are welcome, but will not be returned unless a self-addressed
and stamped envelope is provided. Events are subject to change, so please contact the event sponsor for confirmation.

Deadline: November 15 for February Events. Mail to: Illinois Datebook, PO Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708. E-mail to: Lrigoni@aiec.coop

m ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING « www.icl.coop
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30% TAX GREDIT
CUT ENERGY BILL IN HALF
FINANCING AVAILABLE

An underground loop system and the constant
temperature of the Earth combine to create a
comfortable climate in your home.

For deep savings on your energy bills, look no further than your
own backyard. With a ClimateMaster Heating and Cooling
System, you get a 30% tax credit and can save more than half on
your energy bill. ClimateMaster uses geothermal energy to tap

the constant temperature of the Earth, keeping your home CL’MATEMASTER.

comfortable yearround. Best of all, a new system usually pays Calizrinsl zsiiing & Ceeling) Sy

for itself in about five years and is a cleaner choice for the
environment. If you're ready to uncover extra cash each month,

visit climatemaster.com. climatemaster.com

Auburn, IL

Lonnie L Winn
Heating & Cooling

217-438-1235

Bloomington, IL
Pro-Air
309-452-3415

Carbondale, IL

Jacobs Air
Conditioning &
Heating, Inc.

618-529-2989

Champaign, IL

Lanz Heating &
Cooling

217-202-6858

Divernon, IL Griggsville, IL  Marion, IL Sugar Grove, IL Villa Grove, IL

Weidner B-K Electric Inc. Ponder Service, Inc. TRICO Mechanical
Refrigeration 217-833-2488 618-977-8900 630-466-3662

2 G Y Jacksonville, IL Paxton, IL Taylorville, IL
Dubuque, IA Brennan Sheet L & R Heating & Yard Heating &
All Season’s Heating Metal Cooling, Inc. Cooling

& Cooling, Inc. 217-245-7181 217-379-3191 217-824-4737

S8l 2 Jerseyville, IL  Pekin, IL
Effingham, IL Vanausdoll Heating  Central Heating &
Merz Heating & A/C & Cooling A/C
217-342-2323 618-498-4349 309-696-9080

R C Plumbing &
Heating
217-832-9744

Watseka, IL
R&M Electric
815-432-4062
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The Bose® Waver
music system

Shown in
Platinum White.

Just plug it in and hear what you've been Enjoy the acclaimed performance in so
missing. With the Bose Wave® music many ways. Listen to the Wave® music
system, there are no stacks of components. system in your living room, kitchen, bed-
No tangle of wires. No dials to adjust. room, wherever you want better sound.
Advanced Bose technologies inside this Everything you need is built in: CD/MP3
small system work together to fill the room CD player, FM/AM tuner, clock and alarm.
with the acclaimed performance that has You control them all with a convenient

SAVE $100

made Bose the most respected name in
sound. Audio writer Wayne Thompson of
the Oregonian calls it “one-of-a-kind” and

remote. Connect your TV or MP3 player, if
you like. An optional Multi-CD Changer
makes it easy to listen to your favorite music

when you order the
Wave® music system with
our Multi-CD Changer by

for hours. As David Novak, the Gadget
enjoy clear, realistic sound that you may have ~ Guy, says, “It can easily replace whatever
component system you currently have.”

“my choice for product of the year.” You December 31. 2010
only thought possible from a much larger,
more complicated stereo. In fact, Forbes FYI
reports that “you’ll think you're listening to
a...sound system that costs five times more.”

Try it for 30 days, risk free. Experience the
Wave® music system in your own home
risk free for 30 days. Choose your favorite
A roomful of premium sound...not wires. color: Platinum White, Graphite Gray or
You buy a sound system to listen to music. ~ Titanium Silver. And when you call, ask
Not to spend hours setting up equipment about making 12 easy payments, with no
and connecting wires. With the Wave® music interest charges from Bose.* Order your
Wave® music system with the Multi-CD
Bose quality sound moments after you open ~ Changer by December 31, 2010, and save
the box. Rich Warren of the News-Gazette ~ $100. You'll soon discover how delightfully -

Better sound through researche

To order or learn more:

1-800-925-9738,

ext. TW731
www.Bose.com/WMS

system, you’'ll experience the pleasures of

says this easy-to-use system “will flat out simple it is to enjoy Bose sound.
seduce you.”

*Bose payment plan available on orders of $299-81500 paid by major credit card. Separate financing offers may be available for select products. See website for details. Down payment is 1/12 the product price plus applicable tax and shipping charges, charged when your order is
shipped. Then, your credit card will be billed for 11 equal monthly installments beginning approximately one month from the date your order is shipped, with 0% APR and no interest charges from Bose. Credit card rules and interest may apply. U.S. residents only. Limit one active
financing program per customer. ©2010 Bose Corporation. Patent rights issued and/or pending. The Wave® music system'’s distinctive design is also a registered trademark of Bose Corporation. Financing and savings offers not to be combined with other offers or applied to previous
purchases, and subject to change without notice. If the Wave® music system is returned, the Multi-CD Changer must be returned for a full refund. Offers are limited to purchases made from Bose and participating authorized dealers. Offer valid 11/1/10-12/31/10. Risk free refers to
30-day trial only, requires product purchase and does not include return shipping. Delivery is subject to product availability. Quotes reprinted with permission: Thomas Jackson, Forbes FYI, Winter/04.
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