
ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING  |  AUGUST 2017     18A

Continued on 18b 

P.O. Box 338  Carthage, Illinois 62321  www.wiec.net  800/576-3125

NEWSNEWS

For those of you who attended Annual Meeting this year, we thank you. 
It’s your participation that makes WIEC strong.  

Western Illinois Electrical Coop. holds 
78th annual meeting of members
Member-owners of Western 

Illinois Electrical Coop. 
(WIEC) were updated on the 
cooperative’s � nancial condition, future 
billing calculation changes, means for 
improving system reliability, and results 
of the director elections during its 78th 
annual meeting of member-owners 
held at Hancock County Extension 
Center on  ursday, June 22. 
 Manager Tommie Long welcomed 
the group and addressed how rates 
are calculated. He explained that the 
electrical environment is shifting 
from reliance on kilowatt-hour (kwh) 
sales to o� set � xed costs, to covering 
� xed costs in the facilities charge on 
each member’s bill.  e driving forces 
behind the trend are � at or declining 
kWh sales due to conservation, 
weather and distributed generation, 
such as solar power. Long said, “We 
will always be looking at ways to hold 
down costs to provide you with rates 
(4819-54) you can live with.” 
  e co-op has developed a work 
plan to improve system reliability. In 
the plan, substations will be replaced, 
upgraded and added based on need. 
In addition, the co-op will continue 
to conduct right-of-way clearance 
and pole inspections, and replacing 
unreliable underground primary cable.  

 WIEC is looking to enhance how it 
communicates with member-owners. 
Future enhancements may be outage 
restoration updates and noti� cations, 
text and/or email noti� cations for 
important issues and developing a portal 
so member-owners with smart devices 
can view electrical usage, outages, etc.  
 Assistant Secretary/Treasurer 
William Newton reported the co-op 
will return capital credits later this 
fall for member-owners who lived on 

its lines in 1982, totaling more than 
$150,000. He said, “Paying back capital 
credits is just one way we are di� erent 
than investor-owned utilities.”  
 Board President Robert Gronewold 
said the need for electricity has 
changed from being a convenience 
in 1938, to being a necessity in 2017, 
powering the lifestyle member-owners 
have come to expect. He said member-
owners also have a responsibility to 

Member-owners of Western Illinois Electrical Coop. re-elected a local man and woman to 
the cooperative’s board of directors. � e re-elected directors, with Manager Tommie Long, 
center, are Robert Gronewold of Carthage (L) and Janet Spory of Sutter.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
 Rob Gronewold — 

 President, Carthage
 Jay Morrison —

 Vice President, Burnside
 Janet Spory — 

 Secretary/Treasurer, Sutter
 William Newton — 

 Assistant Secretary/Trea sur er,  
 Burnside
 Mark Burling — 

 Director, Carthage
 Kent Flesner — 

 Director, West Point
 Kim Gullberg — 

 Director, Stronghurst

STAFF
 Tommie Long — Manager
 Todd Grotts — Manager 

 of Operations
 Becky Dickinson — O¤  ce 

 Manager

MAP LOCATION CON TEST
Every month we are printing four 
members’ map location num bers in the 
newsletter. If you � nd your map location 
num ber call the WIEC o�  ce by the 25th 
of the fol low ing month, tell us where it is 
and we will give you a $10.00 bill credit. 
Keep on read ing the WIEC News.
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GIFT DONOR RECIPIENT
$25 Visa Gift Card C & S Testing Company Spencer Berry
$75 Amazon Gift Card CRC John Fisher
Oil Change & Wash Carson Motors, Inc Jorge Solano
Kindle Fire Hd 8 Geodecisions Norma Neill
5 Qt Oil Change For Auto Or Light Truck J & R Tire Service, Inc Ed Jacquot
Premium Tool Set & Notepad Marine Trust Company Sonora Gardens
Premium Tool Set & Notepad Marine Trust Company John Hawley
Free Tire Rotation & 4 Standard Tire Computer Balances Menn’s Firestone Julie Weber

Free General Service on Furnace or Air Conditioner Peters Heating & 
Air Conditioning Virgil High

Free General Service on Furnace or Air Conditioner Peters Heating & 
Air Conditioning Russell Lawson

$25 Visa Gift Card Tallman Wallace Lelm

Pack Back Sprayer Terry Allen
Upa/Timberland Betty Gray

XL T-Shirt Terry Allen
Upa/ Timberland Lowell Mohr

Grand Prize #1
Bill credit for 1000 kWh of electricity WIEC Beverly Dowdall

Grand Prize #2
Bill credit for 1000 kWh of electricity WIEC Dale Bruenger

Grand Prize #3
Bill credit for 1000 kWh of electricity WIEC Dorothy Whitaker

Grand Prize #4
Bill credit for 1000 kWh of electricity WIEC Kenneth Hellyer

Grand Prize #5
Bill credit for 1000 kWh of electricity WIEC Ronald Garrelts

We would like to thank our local vendors who donated these prizes. We apprecate their support 
that makes our annual meeting successful.

Annual Meeting Prizes 2017
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the cooperative to be involved and 
informed by attending the annual 
meeting, participating in member 
surveys and reading co-op publications.  
 In his message to the audience, 
Bradley Rightnowar, general counsel 
at the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives in Spring�eld, praised 
the co-op for its commitment to its 
membership. He said that although 
WIEC is a small co-op, it makes 
up for its size in excellence. is 
excellence is proven through the 
employees’ commitment to member 
service, and keeping rates as low as 
possible. (5810-9)  
 Eric Hobbie, President/CEO of 
Prairie Power, Inc. (PPI), said the 
generation and transmission power 
provider for the co-op is focused on 
the future by taking measures that 
will enable it to provide the lowest 
priced, most reliable power possible. 
Diversifying power by o�ering a mix 

of gas, coal, solar and wind will enable 
the power cooperative to be �exible 
as the price for di�erent aspects of its 
power portfolio �uctuates, and do its 
part to support renewable energy.
 Hobbie said Ameren, the owner of 
the transmission system over which 
WIEC’s power travels, is making 
considerable upgrades to its system 
in central Illinois, which will improve 
reliability for PPI and its member 
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cooperatives, but will also be costly. 
He estimates that 60 to 70 percent of 
future transmission rate increases will 
be due to the upgrades.  
 During the meeting, Robert 
Gronewold of Carthage and Janet 
Spory of Sutter were re-elected to 
the co-op’s board of directors. Line 
Foreman Eric Johnson was recognized 
for 30 years of service to WIEC and 
their member-owners. 

Morgan visits  
nation’s capital 
Winner of Youth to Washington contest

Allison Morgan, daughter of 
Ben and Kathy Morgan of 

Hamilton, represented Western 
Illinois Electrical Coop. in 
Washington, D.C., during the 
annual “Youth to Washington” Tour, 

 e students met with U.S. Senator 
Dick Durbin and were among 69 
rural Illinois youth leaders selected for 
the trip. e Illinois students joined 
more than 1,730 young leaders from 
across the country, a record high for 
the “Youth to Washington” Tour. In 
addition to the Capitol, they also 
visited Arlington (4610-44) National 
Cemetery, the Washington National 
Cathedral, several Smithsonian 
Museums, the U.S. Holocaust 
Memorial Museum, the World War 
II Memorial, memorials to Presidents 
Lincoln, Je�erson, Washington and 
Roosevelt, the National Archives,  
the Royal Embassy of Saudi Arabia, 
the Newseum, and several other 
historical sites.
 High school students that are 
within the service area of Western 
Illinois Electrical Coop. can win the 
trip by entering the WIEC Youth 
to Washington Webquiz contest. 
To see more about the “Youth to 
Washington” Tour go to www.
youthtour.coop or www.facebook.
com/ILYouthtoWashington.

June 9-16. is event, sponsored by 
the electric and telephone cooperatives 
of Illinois since the late 1950s, is an 
introduction to our democratic form 
of government and cooperatives for 
rural youth.
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Welcome New 
Members
Jennifer Bonar, Gladstone
Grant Clark, Basco
Carla Dawn Grove, Warsaw
� ye Inghram, Stronghurst
Alan D. Lukens, Pella, IA
Lisa A. Siemens, Niota
Cathy E. & Richard K. Smith, 

Omaha, NE
Mary F. Welburn, Glen 

Carbon, IL

Setting your thermostat to a 
colder setting than normal 
when you turn on your air 
conditioner will not cool your 
home any faster and could 
result in excessive cooling 
and unnecessary expense.

Source: U.S Department of Energy 

WIEC introduces paperless billing option
For WIEC members who want 

to go paperless, WIEC has 
an opportunity for you. Instead of 
receiving a paper bill in the mail, 
members can receive their bill 
electronically, via U.S. Postal Service 
or both. If you choose, your WIEC 
electric bill will be delivered to your 
current email address on � le at WIEC, 
and you will no longer have to receive a 
paper copy via mail. 
 It is your responsibility to let WIEC 
know if your email address changes. 
� e bill will be due and payable as 
stated on the monthly bill regardless of 
whether you received the bill or not. 

 � ere are two ways for members 
to enroll if you would like to go 
“Paperless.” One way is to log into 
the WIEC.net payment portal. 
Under the My Account Tab, select 
the e-noti� cation tab and select your 
preference. Or just call our o�  ce and 
we can set it up for you. 
 You may switch back to a paper 
bill at any time by changing your 
e-noti� cation settings in the portal or 
by calling WIEC o�  ce. Please allow 2 
weeks for these changes to take e� ect.
 Just think, no more hassle of 
waiting on the mail or losing it in 
a pile of papers.

Map location 
Contest Winners

Congratulations to Janet 
Humphrey and Jerry A. Lillard 

who each won a $10 bill credit by 
� nding their Map Location number 
recently in the WIEC News. Each 
month we hide four map location 
numbers in the WIEC News 
section of Illinois Country Living. 
If you see your map location 
number, call our o�  ce for your 
$10 bill credit.
  Keep on reading the WIEC News! 

Proxy contest winners

If a member cannot attend the 
WIEC Annual Meeting, we 

encourage them to sign their proxy 
over to another member who will 
attend or bring it to the WIEC 
o�  ce. As an incentive to have 
WIEC members to sign their prox-
ies, all signed proxies received were 
entered into (4616-63) a drawing 
for a $10 bill credit. � e � ve winners 
were: Steven Blue, Gregory Fuller, 
Mary Garrelts, Larry Buckert and 
Nancy Hasten. � ese lucky winners 
will see the credit on their June bill 
they will receive around July 10.
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