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NEWSNEWS
WIEC hires 
new employee
On March 27, WIEC wel-

comed Kirk Denney to the 
WIEC family. Kirk will begin 
working as an apprentice line-
man. Kirk grew up in Colchester 
and graduated from West Prairie 
High School. He attended Lincoln 
Land Community College in the 
Electrical Distribution Lineworker 
program. He has a nine-year-old 
son and lists golf, hunting and  sh-
ing as his hobbies.  
 Eric Johnson, Line Foreman, 
said, “We welcome Kirk to WIEC. 
With his outgoing personality and 
his previous experience in the  eld 
of line work, he will be a great  t.” 

Welcome to  WIEC, Kirk!
Senator Jil Tracy and 

Representative Randy 
Frese met with students 
representing Western 
Illinois Electrical Coop. 
during the Illinois Electric 
and Telephone Cooperatives 
Youth Day on Wednesday, 
March 29 in Spring eld. More than 
240 students from around Illinois 
had an opportunity to visit the State 
Capitol, view state government in 
action and question their legislators on 
key issues. 
 During lunch, Comptroller Susana 
Mendoza addressed students and 
chaperones and challenged them to 
take an interest in the political process 

and encouraged them to use 
their voice and reach out 
to their representatives 
and senators. Sophia 
Marcolla, the 2016-17 
Illinois Youth Leadership 

Council Representative from 
Adams Electric Cooperative, 

spoke about her experience on the 
Youth to Washington tour and the 
importance of leadership. While in 
Spring eld, the students also visited 
the Old State Capitol and Abraham 
Lincoln Presidential Museum. 
 Going on the trip representing 
WIEC were Allison Morgan, 

Shown above (L-R) are: Rep. Frese, Christina, Sen. Tracy, Courtney and Allison.  

Cooperatives participate in Youth Day 
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OFFICE HOURS
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Monday - Friday
BUSINESS OFFICE 

217-357-3125
TO REPORT AN OUTAGE
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
 Rob Gronewold — 

 President, Carthage
 Jay Morrison —

 Vice President, Burnside
 Janet Spory — 

 Secretary/Treasurer, Sutter
 William Newton — 

 Assistant Secretary/Trea sur er,  
 Burnside
 Mark Burling — 

 Director, Carthage
 Kent Flesner — 

 Director, West Point
 Kim Gullberg — 

 Director, Stronghurst

STAFF
 Tommie Long — Manager
 Todd Grotts — Manager 

 of Operations
 Becky Dickinson — O�  ce 

 Manager

MAP LOCATION CON TEST
Every month we are printing four 
members’ map location num bers in the 
newsletter. If you � nd your map location 
num ber call the WIEC o�  ce by the 25th 
of the fol low ing month, tell us where it is 
and we will give you a $10.00 bill credit. 
Keep on read ing the WIEC News.
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Vegetation Management Schedule
This summer, WIEC plans to have 

crews performing routine brush 
spraying in all or parts of the follow-
ing townships:

  In Hancock County:
 Augusta, Chili, St. Albans, Walker, 
 Rocky Run, St. Mary, Harmony, 
 Bear Creek, Wythe, and Wilcox 

  In Adams County:
 Lima

 Vegetation management—includ-
ing brush spraying—is an important 
aspect of WIEC’s goal of delivering 
power to you that is safe, reliable, and 
environmentally responsible. In fact, 

our vegetation management program 
can help reduce outages caused by 
things such as branches falling on lines 
during storms, shrubbery interfering 
with voltage (7513-31) levels or weeds 
in right-of-way areas making access to 
equipment di�  cult.  
 Due to the advanced printing of 
this issue of the WIEC News, these 
plans are subject to change. If there 
are questions or concerns, please con-
tact our o�  ce during normal business 
hours at 217-357-3125 or 800-576-
3125. For more information concern-
ing our vegetation management policy, 
check out our website at www.wiec.net 
under the program tab.  

This is what could happen 
if vegetation management 
is not performed on a 
routine basis.  
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daughter of Ben and Kathy Morgan, 
Hamilton, Courtney Williams, 
granddaughter of Lloyd and Colleen 
Huls, Carthage, and Kristina (6721-
49)   Knoche, daughter of Phil and 
Carol Knoche of Carthage.  Morgan 

attends Hamilton High School, and 
Williams and Knoche attend Illini 
West High School in Carthage. ¥ ey 
earned the right to attend Youth Day 
as part of the Youth to Washington 
WebQuiz contest. 

 Youth Day is designed to introduce 
young rural leaders to state govern-
ment. ¥ ere were 25 co-ops from 
across the state represented at 
the event. 

WIEC’s 2016 Allocation of Margins
One of the major di§ erences 

between a cooperative and an 
investor-owned utility is that any mon-
ies left over after expenses are paid back 
to the members in the form of capital 
credits. Each year, WIEC sends noti -
cation to our members explaining what 
their share of the previous year’s mar-
gins would be. ¥ is year, members will 
be receiving their Allocation Notice 
in the mail around the  rst part of 
May. ¥ is will tell members the dollar 
amount of the capital credits they have 
earned for 2016.   
 Remember, capital credits are held 
by the cooperative and will be returned 
to the member when Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop’s board of direc-
tors decides that the co-op is strong 
enough  nancially to do so. ¥ is is for 

our members’ information only and 
does not need any action on their part. 
(6616-48)  Please do not pay the allo-
cation amount or subtract this amount 
from the bill.  If there are any ques-
tions, please call our o�  ce.   

Il State Comptroller Susana Mendoza Students were able to visit the new Cardinal VS Cub exhibit at the Lincoln Museum.  

Watch for 2016 
Allocation Notices in 

your mailbox.

Office closed

The WIEC offi ce will be closed 
for Memorial Day on May 29 .  

Please call 1-800-576-3125 
to report outages or 

make payments.  
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Keep warm summer air 
outside where it belongs! 
Add caulk or weather-
stripping to seal air leaks 
around leaky doors and 
windows.

Source: U.S Department of Energy

Recently, Eric Johnson, was  honored for 30 years of 
service to WIEC and its members. Pictured are: (L-R)  
Eric, Line Foreman and Manager Tommie Long who 
presented his award.    

Recently, Eric Johnson, was  honored for 30 years of 

2017 Nominating Committee results 
 ¥ e 2017 Nominating Committee 
met at the WIEC o�  ce on March 20 
and April 4 to make nominations for 
directors. Two directors will be elected 
at the cooperative’s annual meeting on 
¥ ursday, June 22. 
  Serving on the committee were 
Bradley Flatt, Media; Spencer Berry, 
Nauvoo; Matt Dallas, Dallas City; 
Bryan Stevens, West Point; Jonathan 

Fecht, and Gary Akers, both of 
Carthage; Robert Menn, Plymouth; 
and Max Roskamp and Todd Beeler, 
both of Sutter.
 ¥ e following were nominated for 
director positions:
 District 6 –   Robert Gronewold, 
Carthage
 District 7–    Janet Spory, Sutter
 ¥ e nominations have been posted 

at the Carthage o�  ce, as stipulated by 
the cooperative’s by-laws. Any nomina-
tions made by petition will be included 
on the o�  cial ballot if they are brought 
to the (5515-35-1) WIEC o�  ce 
at least 10 days before the meeting. 
Nominations may also be made from 
the « oor at the annual meeting.
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