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President's Report Lives on the line
By Meghaan Evans

 Every year, we take the time to thank our 
extraordinary lineworkers who dedicate their 
lives to keeping the lights on in our local 
communities. Seven lineworkers maintain 
1,272 miles of line in Spoon River’s service 
territory, and without them, our world would 
be dark.

 We depend on 
our entire staff to 
keep Spoon River 
 running smoothly, but 
on April 10, 2017, 
we honor all line
workers who often 
find  themselves in 
dangerous and chal
lenging situations, 
so our lives may be a 
little bit brighter and 
safer every day. These brave men and women 
repair damaged lines and maintain critical 
infrastructure for our communities. 

 Without their hard work and com
mitment to the job, 
our coop would not 
thrive. No  matter 
the time––day or 
night, weekday or 
 weekend––if the lights 
go out, so do they.

 Perhaps you have 
seen them raising 
their bucket trucks 
in howling winds 
and torrential rains, 
or in freezing, icy 
 conditions. They work 
around the clock near 
highvoltage power 

lines until electricity is restored to every 
member in our coop community.

  In addition to aiding members in our 
local service territory, lineworkers are always 
willing and eager to volunteer when a neigh

boring community, 
county or state is in 
need after a major 
 outage occurs.

  Our lineworkers 
are brave,  committed 
and critical to our 
 success. We hope 
you will join us in 
thanking the many 
 lineworkers––both 
locally and around the 
world––that light our 

lives. Remember, your power works because 
they do!  

  Use #ThankALineman on social media 
to show your support.

Bringing power to the people, 
whereever they may be.  

Today and everyday.  
April 10th is Lineman’s 

Appreciation Day. 
Remember to 

#ThankALineman. 
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Cooperative –  

By the Numbers
Miles of line energized: 1,271

Number of members served: 4,808
Number of power poles  

in territory: 29,255

Thunderstorm safety 
Tips from the American Red Cross 

When thunderstorms are rolling your way, stay safe with these helpful tips from the 
American Red Cross:

 n Listen to local news or NOAA 
Weather Radio for emergency 
updates. Watch for signs of a 
storm, like darkening skies, light
ning flashes or  
increasing wind.

 n Postpone outdoor activities if 
thunderstorms are likely to occur. 
Many  
people struck by lightning are not 
in the area where rain is occurring.

 n If a severe thunderstorm warning 
is issued, take shelter in a substan
tial building or in a vehicle with 
the windows closed. Get out of 
mobile homes that can blow over 
in high winds.

 n If you can hear thunder, you are 
close enough to be in danger from 
lightning. If thunder roars, go 
indoors! The National Weather 
Service recommends staying 
inside for at least 30 minutes after 

the last thunder clap.
 n Avoid electrical equipment and 

telephones. Use batterypowered 
TVs and radios instead.

 n Shutter windows and close outside 
doors securely. Keep away from 
windows.

 n Do not take a bath, shower or use 
plumbing.

 n If you are driving, try to safely exit 
the roadway and park. Stay in the 
vehicle and turn on the emergency 
flashers until the heavy rain ends. 
Avoid touching metal or other 
surfaces that conduct electricity in 
and outside the  
vehicle.

 n If you are outside and cannot 
reach a safe building, avoid high 
ground; water; tall, isolated trees; 
and metal objects such as fences or 
bleachers. Picnic shelters, dugouts 
and sheds are NOT safe.

Diswasher Efficiency Tip: 
Air dry clean dishes to save energy. If your 
dishwasher doesn’t have an automatic air-dry 
switch, turn off the dishwasher after the final 
rise and prop the door open slightly so the 
dishes will dry faster.

Source: U.S. Dept. of Energy

18b      ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING  |  WWW.ICL.COOP 



Easy steps to greater efficiency 
By Anne Prince

 Do you want to save money and electricity but have 
limited time, money and patience? According to the 
Department of Energy, a “typical American family” spends 
nearly $2,000 per year on their home energy bills. Much 
of that money, however, is wasted through leaky windows 
or ducts, old appliances or inefficient heating and cooling 
systems. 
 Luckily, there are several relatively easy ways to save energy 
without a substantial commitment of time and money. These 
efforts will help you save whether you own or rent an older 
or newly constructed home. And, you won’t have to hire a 
specialist or call in a favor from someone who is handy with 
tools to help you. 
 
Where to start
 According to Money Magazine, “improving the envelope” 
of your home is a good place to start. Sunlight, seasonal 
temperature changes and wind vibrations can loosen up 
even a tight home, increasing air leakage. Doors and win
dows may not close tightly, and duct work can spring leaks, 
wasting cooled and heated air. By placing weather stripping 
and caulk around windows and doors, you can keep cool 
air inside during warm months and prevent chilly air from 
penetrating the indoors during colder months. Sealing gaps 
around piping, dryer vents, fans and outlets also helps to seal 
the envelope and creates greater efficiency. Apply weather 
stripping around overlooked spaces like your attic hatch or 
pulldown stairs.
 Replacing incandescent bulbs with LED bulbs can make 
a big difference in home efficiency and is one of the fastest 
ways to cut your energy bill. Known for their longevity and 
efficiency, LED bulbs have an estimated operational life span 
of typically 10,000 to 20,000 hours compared to 1,000 hours 
of a typical incandescent. According to the Dept. of Energy, 
by replacing your home’s five most frequently used light fix
tures or bulbs with models that have earned the ENERGY 
STAR rating, you can save $75 each year. 

Wrapping up savings
 Installing a blan
ket around your water 
heater could reduce 
standby heat losses by 
25 to 45 percent and 
save you about 7 to 16 
percent in water heat
ing costs, according to 
the Dept. of Energy. 
For a small investment 
of about $30, you can 
purchase precut jackets 
or blankets and install 

them in about one hour. On a safety note, the Dept. of 
Energy recommends that you not set the thermostat above 
130 degrees Fahrenheit on an electric water heater with an 
insulating jacket or blanket; the higher temperature setting 
could cause the wiring to overheat. 
 Given that a large portion of your monthly energy bill 
goes toward heating and cooling your home, it makes sense 
to ensure your home’s heating, ventilation and air condi
tioning (HVAC) system is performing at an optimal level. 
Checking, changing or cleaning your filter extends the life of 
your HVAC system and saves you money. 
 Air filters prevent dust and allergens from clogging your 
HVAC system. Otherwise, dust and dirt trapped in a sys
tem’s air filter leads to several problems, including: reduced 
air flow in the home and up to 15 percent higher operating 
costs; lowered system efficiency; and costly duct cleaning or 
replacement. Many HVAC professionals recommend clean
ing the system filters monthly. A simple task like changing 
the filters on your HVAC system makes your unit run more 
efficiently, keeping your house cooler in the summer and 
warmer in the winter.
 
Take control of your energy savings
 Take a look at your programmable thermostat. When was 
the last time you checked to make sure it was programmed 
for the current season and family schedule? This is one of the 
best energysaving tools at your fingertips. It enables you to 
fine tune the temperature during particular hours of the day. 
Many models allow you to differentiate between weekday 
and weekend schedules, and internetconnected thermostats 
can learn your schedule and make adjustments automati
cally. Most models come with an override option so you can 
make manual adjustments without losing overall program
ing. You can only achieve these efficiencies and savings if it is 
programmed properly and adjusted periodically to keep pace 
with changes in household routines. 
 Remember, there are easy steps you can take now to 
improve the energy efficiency of your home. 

Operation Round Up® gives Spoon River Electric Cooperative 
members the option of having their bills rounded up to the 
nearest dollar every month, with those few cents going to 
benefit people in need within the co-op’s service territory.
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ATTENTION 2016-2017 
SENIORS!

Spoon River Electric Cooperative is Awarding  
Three $1,000 Scholarships to High School Seniors

 High school students who are seniors during the 20162017 school year, and are the son or daughter of a Spoon River Electric 
member are eligible to apply for a $1,000 Scholastic Scholarship, a $1,000 Honorary Scholarship, and the $1,000 Scott Parrish 
Memorial Scholarship, which will be awarded at this year’s Annual Meeting on June 15, 2017.
 Please fill out the form at the bottom of the page and return it to the Cooperative to participate. Applications must be turned in 
by May 31, 2017 to be considered. Please see official rules and descriptions of scholarships below.

OFFICIAL RULES
 �  Applying students and their parent/legal guardian must be present at the Annual Meeting  June 15, 2017, to win.
 �  Students must be a son or daughter of a Spoon River Electric Cooperative Member.
 �  Students must be a high school senior during the 20162017 school year and begin college undergraduate studies in the 2017

2018 school year. Students must plan on attending a twoyear or fouryear accredited college or university, including vocational/
technical schools.

 �  Scholarship winners must be fulltime students (at least 12 hours) during the 20172018 academic year.
 �  Scholarships are for one year and are nonrenewable.
 �  Past Spoon River Electric Cooperative scholarship winners are not eligible to receive another one.

SCHOLASTIC AND SCOTT PARRISH MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIPS
 �  The Scholastic and Scott Parrish Memorial Scholarships will be awarded based on an application detailing GPA, college entrance 

test scores, work and volunteer experience, participation in school and community activities, and a biographical statement.
 �  Semifinalists will be notified by mail with a time and place for a personal interview.
 �  Those not chosen as semifinalists for the Scholastic and Parrish Scholarships will be automatically placed in the Honorary 

Scholarship drawing.

HONORARY SCHOLARSHIP
 �  The Honorary Scholarship will be awarded by a drawing as students are recognized at the Annual Meeting.
 �  All applicants are eligible for the Honorary Scholarship drawing except the Scholastic and Parrish Scholarship winners.

Name of Student __________________________________________

Address of Student ________________________________________

Name of Parent/Guardian __________________________________

Telephone Number ________________________________________

Scholarship Participation 
Request

Return To: Taryn Mellert
Spoon River Electric Cooperative 

PO Box 340
Canton, IL 61520

6472700


