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Bree Hileman
Director of HR & 

Administrative Services

a child, � anksgiving was a magical 
time for me. � e beginning of the 

hustle and bustle of the holiday season. I 
came from a large family spread out across 
many states, so it was also a time to gather 
and visit with relatives that I had missed all 
year. We would feast upon turkey, dressing, 
yams, corn and pumpkin pie along with 
other delicious treats lovingly prepared by 
my mom and aunts. After dinner, my dad 
and uncles would settle in to watch football 
and take a turkey-induced nap. Meanwhile, 
us kids would play board games or, weather 
permitting, an outside game of tag. � at 
was before the days of cellphones and 
ignoring the person sitting next to you.
 When the day was complete and good-
byes were said, there was one � nal tradition 
that must be followed. My dad would load 
us up in the car to see the town Christmas 
tree lit up for the � rst night of the holiday 
season – a sight that I will truly never for-
get. � e excitement was almost unbearable. 
I am forever grateful for these memories 
etched into my mind and heart. I can close 
my eyes now and revisit them when I’m 
having a day that life doesn’t seem fair, or 
I’m missing one of those relatives that are 
no longer here.

 So, where is all this going? � is 
� anksgiving, please remember to slow 
down and make lasting memories. Re� ect 
on all that you have to be thankful for. For 
some, that will be more than others, but we 
all have something to be thankful for. Put 
down the electronics and enjoy the com-
pany of your loved ones while they are still 
here. Sit at the kitchen table a little longer 
and laugh and visit instead of rushing out 
to shop. Just enjoy the holiday to its fullest.
 I’d like to take a moment to say that I am 
thankful for good health, amazing family, 
friends and co-workers, and my job serving 
the member-owners of Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative (SIEC). Without you, 
there would be no SIEC. We appreciate 
each of you and value your support. Oh, and 
one last thing – I’m thankful for pumpkin 
pie!

Giving thanks

A s

Happy Thanksgiving 
from all of us here at

SIEC. 

Our offi ce will 

be closed for 

Veterans Day

on

November 10th 

and 

Thanksgiving

on November 

23rd – 24th.

Myra Bennett
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SIEC Board of Directors

Scott Miller (President) ....................... Alexander Co.

David Martin (Vice President) ................ Massac Co.

Bob L. McIntosh (Secretary-Treasurer) ...... Pulaski Co. 

Bill Littrell ..................................................Union Co.

G. Robert Inman ................................... Pulaski Co.

Carole J. Kelley .................................... Johnson Co.

Randall Rushing ................................... Massac Co. 

Scott L. Ury............................................. Union Co.

Ronald E. Osman (Attorney)

General Manager Chris L. Bennett 

Bree D. Hileman (Editor)

For Outages Call:
800-762-1400 * 618-827-3555

Remembering Richard Moss

7420 U.S. Highway 51 South • P.O. Box 100
Dongola, Illinois 62926

618-827-3555 • Offi ce hours: 8 a.m. — 4 p.m.
Web address: www.siec.coop

Southern Illinois Electric Co op er a tive

Member prize
In this issue of the JAMUP, we printed the names of three 
SIEC members who are eligible to receive a $10 credit to-
ward their utility bill. If you fi nd your name printed in this 
center section and it’s not part of the story, call Bree with 
your account number at 800-762-1400 to claim your prize.

Richard Moss was a “cooperative” man. He 
was � rst elected to the SIEC Board of 

Directors in August 1982 and served until 
his passing on Aug. 29, 2017, a 35-year time 
span. His experience and ability to draw on 
cooperative history will be sorely missed. � e 
black and white picture is of the 1983 Board 
of Directors along with then general man-
ager Tim Reeves. Richard is standing in the 
back, third from the left. In 1994, Richard 
was selected by his fellow board members 
to represent SIEC’s interest in Southern 
Illinois Power Cooperative at Marion, the 
generation and transmission cooperative 
originally formed by the three southernmost 
Illinois electric cooperatives in the state: 
SIEC, Egyptian Electric Cooperative of 
Steelville and SouthEastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative of Eldorado (now of Carrier 
Mills). Later that same year of 1994, Richard 
was also selected by his fellow board mem-
bers to be one of the original incorporators 
of SIEC’s newly formed entity, SouthWater, 
Inc., a regional water system. He served in 
both of these 1994 appointments for 23 years 
at his passing.
 Richard was a man willing to get involved, 
willing to share his abilities, and as important 
as any trait any of us can have, he was willing 
to listen and learn. RIP, Richard – you have 
helped to build a strong foundation that will 
help the cooperative to continue to serve the 
membership in the manner you upheld.

Marilyn Arnold
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Growing up co-op

Ilove the feeling of being able to walk 
into my favorite locally-owned shop, 

restaurant or store knowing that the 
pro� t, product and labor can make 
positive impacts on my community. 
� e spirit of main street is embodied 
in these local businesses, just like 
it is in Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative (SIEC).
 Electric cooperatives are as local 
and community centered as they 
come. Founded as a way to bring 
electricity to communities that didn’t 
interest Investor-owned utilities (or 
IOUs), electric cooperatives have been 
a cornerstone of community and eco-
nomic development in rural America 
and beyond for decades. 
 � at feeling I get when I frequent 
local businesses in our community is 
the same feeling I get when I walk 

into work at the co-op every day. It is 
a feeling of pride. I am proud to be a 
part of an organization that serves the 
community in which we live, instead 
of a group of shareholders who may 
never have set foot in our service 
territory. 
 Living on co-op lines is more than 
just knowing there are people out 
there working to bring you safe, reli-
able and a¤ ordable electric service. 
Living on co-op lines is an investment 
in our community and its members. 
 You see, SIEC is a not-for-pro� t 
business. When we make more money 
than we need to keep the lights on 
safely, a¤ ordably and reliably, we 
return it back to our members (that’s 
you!) in the form of capital credits. 
� is means after all co-op expenses 
are paid, any additional money we 

earn goes back into our community, 
instead of going into a shareholder’s 
pocket, which is pretty great! 
 And because we are owned by you, 
our members, we have a vested inter-
est in making sure our community is 
prosperous. We do this by investing in 
economic development and commu-
nity service projects and programs.
 I hope that you view SIEC not just 
as your electric utility provider, but 
as a local business that brings pride 
and prosperity to our community. If 
you are interested in learning more 
about how we keep the lights on and 
beyond, please stop by the co-op or 
give us a call. We love being a part of 
this community, and we hope you feel 
the same way too! 

Living on co-op lines is more than just knowing there 
are people out there working to bring you safe, reliable 

and affordable electric service. Living on co-op lines is an 
investment in our community and its members. 

Alex Phillips 
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