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Member prize
In this issue of the JAMUP, 
we printed the names of 
three SIEC members who 
are eligible to receive a 
$10 credit toward their 
utility bill. If you fi nd your 
name printed in this center 
section and it’s not part 
of the story, call Bree with 
your account number at 
800-762-1400 to claim 
your prize.

David Johnston
Director of Administration 

and Finance

Is Your Cooperative a  Tax-Free Entity?

I’d like to take a moment to explain several 
regulatory charges that are governed by 

both federal, state and local taxing authori-
ties. � ese mandates impose a signi� cant 
impact to our members as the cost of 
doing business and distributing electricity 
continues to rise. We like to keep you, the 
member, informed so please take a moment 
to read the information that follows. As 
always, if you ever want to discuss any of 
these further, please don’t hesitate to con-
tact me.

Energy Assistance Charge
 You may have noticed information 
at some point about the Illinois Low 
Income Home Energy Assistance Program 
(LIHEAP). � is program aims to provide 
� nancial help to low-income households 
who need assistance in paying their energy 
bills as well as other energy related house-
hold expenses. 
 SIEC collects $0.40 for each account 
to which it delivers residential electric ser-
vice. We collect from each nonresidential 
account $4.00 if it had less than 10 mega-
watts of peak demand during the previous 
calendar year or $300.00 if it had 10 mega-
watts or more of peak demand during the 
previous calendar year. � ese charges are 
referred to as Energy Assistance Charges.
 Once these charges are collected 
by SIEC, they are paid to the Illinois 
Department of Revenue (IDOR) where 

they are used to assist low-income residen-
tial customers with energy services.

Renewable Energy Charge
 Renewable energy has made solid 
advances in the power generation fuel mix 
over the past several years. As members 
of SIEC, you are helping obtain a cleaner 
environment. 
 SIEC collects $0.05 from each account it 
delivers residential electric service. We col-
lect from those nonresidential accounts that 
had less than 10 megawatts of peak demand 
during the previous year $0.50, and from 
those with 10 megawatts or more of peak 
demand during the previous year $37.50. 
� ese charges are termed Renewable 
Energy Charges.
 Like the Energy Assistance Charges, 
SIEC collects and then pays the charges to 
the IDOR to foster investment in, and the 
development and use of, renewable energy 
resources.

Electricity Excise Tax
 Because SIEC is in the business of 
distributing electricity for use and con-
sumption, it is also required to collect 
from its members and remit to IDOR 
the Electricity Excise Tax. � is tax rate is 
$0.0032 per kilowatt-hour (kWh) for each 
kWh we sell. 

Continued on 18b 

Terry Foster

Make plans
to attend our

Annual Meeting
Thursday, August 3rd

at Shawnee 
Community College

in Ulllin, Illinois
at 6 p.m.
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SIEC Board of Directors

Scott Miller (President) ....................... Alexander Co.

David Martin (Vice President) ................ Massac Co.

Bob L. McIntosh (Secretary-Treasurer) ...... Pulaski Co. 

Bill Littrell ..................................................Union Co.

G. Robert Inman ................................... Pulaski Co.

Carole J. Kelley .................................... Johnson Co.

Richard D. Moss ............................... Alexander Co.

Randall Rushing ................................... Massac Co. 

Scott L. Ury............................................. Union Co.

Ronald E. Osman (Attorney)

General Manager Chris L. Bennett 

Bree D. Hileman (Editor)

For Outages Call:
800-762-1400 * 618-827-3555

Like us on 
facebook�

Other Taxes
 � Sales Tax

• When SIEC sells electrical 
parts to consumers, sales tax 
is collected (unless the pur-
chaser is tax-exempt). Likewise, 
if SIEC purchases material 
for use, and either no sales 
tax or the improper sales tax 
is charged by our vendors, a 
self-assessed use tax must be 
recorded. Sales and use taxes 
are remitted to IDOR monthly 
as well. 

 � Real Estate Tax
• SIEC pays real estate taxes 

for the property it owns in 
Alexander, Johnson, Massac, 
Pulaski and Union counties. 
During 2016, we paid over 
$46,000 to these counties.

 � Payroll Tax
• Because SIEC has employees, it 

is required to pay FICA, as well 
as both state and federal unem-
ployment tax, for each person 
it employees. For 2016, SIEC 
paid approximately $251,000 
for these employer taxes.

 If you would like to �nd out more 
about these charges, please visit the 
www.irs.gov, www.tax.illinois.gov and 
www.unioncountyil.gov.

Continued from 18a This May, take the time to plug into safety

This month, I’d like to take a 
moment to re�ect on the impor-

tance of safety. May is Electrical 
Safety Month, and Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative (SIEC) will 
be sharing safety tips and remind-
ers throughout the month to help 
raise awareness about the dangers of 
electricity. Please visit and “like” our 
Facebook page for more information. 
We all depend on electricity to power 
our lives, but accidents can happen 
when electricity is improperly used.  

Our responsibility to you
 SIEC’s concern for safety extends 
beyond our employees. We care deeply 
about the safety of our members, and 
this month, we encourage you to plug 
into safety. According to the Electrical 
Safety Foundation International, 
thousands of people in the U.S. are 
critically injured and electrocuted as a 
result of electrical �res, accidents and 
electrocution in their own homes. 
 To promote safety education in 
our local communities, coopera-
tive employees visit school and civic 
organizations to give POWERLINE 
demonstrations. We frequently pro-
vide electrical safety content in Illinois 
Country Living, and we encourage 
the public to contact us if they see 
a downed power line or any other 

type of dangerous electrical situation. 
We strive to provide our communi-
ties with safe, reliable and a¥ordable 
electricity and to serve as your trusted 
energy advisor, now and well into the 
future.

Our responsibility to employees
 It is no accident that safety is a top 
priority at SIEC. We are committed 
to a culture of safety that is integral 
to our daily operations. In fact, SIEC 
is part of the Rural Electric Safety 
Achievement Program (RESAP) 
that follows speci�c guidelines and 
protocols for electrical safety that are 
considered leading practices. Our 
lineworkers are required to wear per-
sonal protective equipment at all times 
when on the job. �is includes special 
�re-resistant clothing that will self-
extinguish, limiting potential injuries 
from burns and sparks. Insulated and 
rubber gloves are worn in tandem to 
protect from electrical shock. Our 
safety team regularly discusses impor-
tant safety issues pertaining to work 
within the building as well as out in 
the �eld. 
 As the Executive Vice President/
General Manager of Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative, I believe it is my 
duty and responsibility to raise aware-
ness about the importance of electrical 
safety. Take a moment to plug into 
safety. Please visit http://www.es�.org 
for tips about how to keep you and 
your loved ones safe. 
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Are you grounded? GFCI outlets can help!

Did you know there are di¥ erent 
types of electrical outlets? Each 

are designed for di¥ erent purposes; 
however, there is one speci� c type 
that stands high above the rest—the 
ground-fault circuit interrupter 
(GFCI) outlet. GFCIs have saved 
thousands of lives and cut the num-
ber of electrocutions in half since the 
1970s. If your home lacks GFCI out-
lets, don’t fret—you can learn how to 
“get grounded.”
 GFCIs are the 
most eª  cient outlet 
in protecting from 
electrical shock. If 
it senses a loss of 
current, the outlet 
switches o¥  power 
to that circuit. � ese 
devices can either 
be installed in your 
electrical system or 
built into a power 
cord. � e third hole 
at the bottom of the 
outlet is known as 
the “ground” slot, 
and it monitors elec-
trical currents that 
� ow through the left 
“neutral” slot and the 
right “hot” slot on 
each outlet. A GFCI 
can react faster than 
a blink of an eye to 
any imbalance of 
power by immedi-
ately shutting o¥  the 
electrical current. 
� ese outlets are 
now a requirement 
in all places where 
water could poten-
tially come into 
contact with electri-
cal products such as 
bathrooms, garages, 
outdoors and kitch-
ens. GFCIs are not 
exclusive to three-
prong outlets. � ey 
can be installed into 
standard outlets, and 

there are even portable devices avail-
able when installation is not practical.
 GFCIs should be tested at least 
once a month to ensure they are work-
ing e¥ ectively. � e � rst step you need 
to take is to test an item, such as a 
lamp, that visibly powers on when 
plugged in. Push the “reset” button to 
prepare the outlet then push the “test” 
button. Did your lamp turn o¥ ? If it 
did, the GFCI is working properly. 

Now, hit the “reset” button once again 
to power it back on. If your lamp did 
not power o¥ , then you should contact 
a certi� ed electrician to correct the 
problem. 
 Next time you have a free moment, 
take the time to look around your 
house. If you’re not “grounded,” con-
sider updating your electrical outlets 
to GFCIs.  

George Hinkle
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Nominating Committee to Meet May 11, 2017.
 Members to serve on the 2016-2017 Nominating 
Committee were appointed by William E. Littrell, 
President of the Board of Directors, at the 2016 annual 
meeting of the members held August 4, 2016. �e com-
mittee will meet at the cooperative headquarters, 7420 
U.S. Highway 51 South, Dongola, Illinois, at 6:30 p.m. 
on �ursday, May 11, 2017 to consider nominees for 
election to the board of directors at the 2017 annual 
meeting of members.
 �e following committee members were appointed 
to the 2016-2017 Nominating Committee to represent 
their respective counties:
Alexander County:

Delegate: Tim J. Pierce, 27753 State Highway 3, 
�ebes, IL 62990
Alternate: Robert Porter, 66 Eastwood Drive McClure, 
IL 62957

 
Johnson County:

Delegate: Linda M. Wood, 4145 Indian Point Road, 
Vienna, IL 62995
Alternate: Nancy Breeden, 2390 Lick Creek Road, 
Buncombe, IL 62912

Massac County:
Delegate: Jackie A. Kla¥er, 1484 Dornbush Road, 
Brookport, IL 62910
Alternate: Randy Wilke, 1389 Karnak Road, 
Karnak, IL 62956

 
Pulaski County:

Delegate: Danny J. �urston, 819 Sandusky Road, 
Pulaski, IL 62976

Alternate: Brandon King, 4774 Feathertrail Road, 
Ullin, IL  62992

Union County:
Delegate: Glenn Russell Heisner, 3605 Nash Road, 
Anna, IL 62906
Alternate: Bruce Mosby, 1215 Bauer Road, Jonesboro, 
IL 62952

 �e by-laws of the cooperative provide the nomina-
tions to the board of directors may be made by: (1) 
nominating committee, (2) petition received not less than 
45 days prior to the actual meeting, signed by 15 or more 
active members, or (3) an active member from the �oor 
at the annual meeting. �e three-year terms of the direc-
tors are expired alternatively so that each year elections 
are held for a portion of the board. At the 2017 annual 
meeting, elections will be held for a director from each 
of these three counties: Alexander, Johnson and Massac 
County.

Amy Yates

ELECTRIC CO-OPS
are committed to 
keeping members

and employees SAFE.  

Our office is closed on Monday, 
May 29 for Memorial Day.
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