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New Shelbyville substation now online
The cooperative recently energized the new 7,500 kVA Shelbyville substation located east of town o�  Route 

16.  e new substation replaces the older 3,750 kVA substation located just west of the Shelbyville Dam. 
“We’ve doubled our capacity (output) with the modern substation, and the location gives us more space and 
� exibility. Members should experience more reliable service as the use of electricity continues to grow,” described 
Chief Operating O�  cer Jim Matlock.  e new and improved Shelbyville substation provides electricity to 
approximately 730 member-owners.

Built in 1947, the 70-year-old Shelbyville substation is 
no longer energized.

� e new Shelbyville substation went online in November.

Your cooperative of�ices will be 
closed on December 25th and 26th 
to celebrate Christmas. Of�ices 
will also be closed on January 1st 
to celebrate New Year’s Day.

From the Directors and Employees 
of Shelby Electric Cooperative, 

Shelby Energy Company, and 
PWR-net Wireless Broadband Internet.
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Remember to close your � replace damper 
(unless a � re is burning). Keeping the damper 
open is like leaving a window wide open 
during the winter, allowing warm air to 
escape through the chimney. Source: energy.gov

P.O. BOX 560
Shelbyville, IL 62565
Phone: 217-774-3986  
or 1-800-677-2612
Pay-by-Phone:  
1-855-385-9981
www.shelbyelectric.coop
twitter.com/YourCoop
facebook.com/YourCoop

Offi ce Hours:
7:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

REMINDER: December 31, 2017 
is the application deadline for the 
nine Thomas H. Moore IEC Memorial 
Scholarships. Visit shelbyelectric.coop 
and click on “Community” tab for 
more information or call us toll-free 
1-800-677-2612.

Just in time for Christmas, PWR-net 
is o
 ering free basic installation (a $99 
value) during the month of December 
only. Use PROMO CODE 4610 when 
ordering.  Phone 1.877.994.2323 or email 
subscriberinterest@pwr-net.coop.

Get
Unlimited

Data

How to read your propane gauge
Shelby Energy Company, the cooperative’s LP gas subsidiary, recom-

mends that you learn how to read your tank gauge and develop a 
habit of checking it on a regular basis.
 Look at the gauge attached to the tank with numbers from 5 to 95. 
Numbers indicate the percentage of gas remaining in the tank. If your 
tank gauge reads 25 percent or less, call Shelby Energy for a re� ll at 
217-774-2311. 
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Getting Real Jolly with Marla

FACT: Christmas trees should 
be at least three feet 

from any heat source, including � re-
places, radiators, vents, space heat-
ers, incandescent light bulbs, and 
candles. Approximately 25 percent of 
Christmas tree � res are caused by the 
tree being too close to a heat source. 

FOLLY: Home entertainment 
systems do not use 

much electricity.

FACT:  e numbers add 
up.  e U.S. Energy 

Information Administration reports 
that televisions and their components, 
such as cable boxes, video recorders, 
and video game consoles, make up 6 
percent of total electricity consump-
tion in our homes.

As long as you know fact from 
folly, ‘tis the season to be jolly. 

Here are a few facts to encourage 
you to be energy safe and wise this 
holiday and winter season.

FOLLY:  e energy 
consumed by 

Christmas lights and decorations 
in the United States does not add 
up to much energy use overall.

FACT:  e United States 
consumes more 

electricity for Christmas decora-
tions than some countries use in a 
year. Do your part to save energy 
by using LED lights.

FOLLY: Space heaters are 
energy e�  cient.

FACT: No space heaters 
have earned the 

Energy Star label. A 1,500-watt 
space heater will cost approxi-
mately 18 cents per hour of use 
regardless of brand or claims of 
energy e�  ciency.

FOLLY:  e chance of a 
residential � re is 

the same year-round.

FACT:  Home � res occur 
more in winter than 

any other season. Half of all home 
� res occur in December, January, 
and February.  e U.S. Consumer 
Product Safety Commission 
reports that more than 25,000 
residential � res annually are 
related to space heater use.

FOLLY: It is safe to place 
Christmas trees 

anywhere in the home.

ONLINE BILL PAY
Pay your bills online and monitor usage

with the smarthub app!

“I need 265 feet of lights for
my roof. What electricity
needs should I consider?”

FOLLY: An extension cord 
can be used for 

anything!

FACT: Improper use can 
result in overheating 

and cause � res. Extension cords are 
rated by indoor|outdoor use and 
power needs.  ey are not intended 
to be a substitute for permanent 
wiring.
 Knowledge is a key tool for 
staying safe. Shelby Electric 
Cooperative hopes following these 
tips will help keep you and your 
family safe this holiday season!

~Marla Eversole,
Communication Specialist
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Linemen bring home hardware
Linemen from Shelby Electric 

Cooperative (SEC) participated 
in the 20th Lineman’s Safety Rodeo 
sponsored by the Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives (AIEC) 
on Friday, Oct. 20.  is year, 13 teams 
participated in the competition.  e 
rodeo gives linemen the opportunity 
to network and showcase their skills 
that help keep the lights on.
 Winning best overall team and 
best overall individual appren-
tice, Matt Clark, Brian Chevalier, 
Jamie Sharp, and Dalton Brown 
represented SEC at the Lineman’s 
Safety Rodeo, held on the Chuck 
West Lineman Training Grounds at 
Lincoln Land Community College 
(LLCC) in Spring� eld. 
 “Not only do we get to hone our 
skills, we get to compete against some 
of the best cooperative linemen in 
the state,” noted SEC Construction 
Superintendent Chevalier.
 Each year, teams of linemen 
from Illinois electric cooperatives 
participate in competitive events 
using skills that focus on agility, 
speed, and accuracy. While these 
skills are part of the judging criteria, 
above all, the linemen are judged on 
safe work practices. 
  Line personnel competed in � ve 
team ev ents and four individual 
events. Team and individual events 
included hurt man rescue, egg climb 
(linemen climb a 30-foot pole with a 
raw egg in their mouth), knot tying, 
and a digger derrick obstacle course. 
Additionally, teams competed in a 
single-phase transformer changeout.
 SEC’s team of Clark, Chevalier, and 
Sharp worked together in all events 
and won the team competition, earn-
ing best overall team. In the individual 
lineman competition, Chevalier won 
� rst place in the egg climb and knot 
tying events, and Clark won � rst place 
in the digger derrick obstacle course. 
Brown competed in the individual 
apprentice competition and won best 
overall, placing in every event. He 

received � rst place in the egg climb 
and digger derrick obstacle course, 
second in the hurt man rescue, and 
third in knot tying.  
 Scores for each event use a 100-
point scale and are based on comple-
tion time, proper execution of the 
task, and safety. Deductions were 
made to a team or individual’s overall 

performance score due to mistakes 
such as slipping when climbing poles, 
dropping tools, and executing inap-
propriate procedures or methods. 
 To see more rodeo pictures visit 
the cooperative’s Facebook page, 
@YourCoop. 
 We say “Congratulations” to our 
linemen on their accomplishments! 

Representing Shelby Electric Cooperative 
at the Lineman’s Safety Rodeo, (l to r) 
Matt Clark, Brian Chevalier, and Jamie 
Sharp. � is trio won best overall team 
out of 13 that competed.

Dalton Brown, apprentice lineman at 
Shelby Electric Cooperative, competed 
in the Lineman’s Safety Rodeo and won 
best overall individual apprentice. 

Linemen bring home hardware
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