
ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING  |  AUGUST 2016     18aPB     ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING  | WWW.ICL.COOP 

There’s no question that the United 
States Presidential Election of 2016 

will be remembered for many years to come. 
President Donald Trump was elected and 
was sworn into office on January 20, 2017. 
Over the past few years, I have been inform-
ing you about proposed rules issued by the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) that could potentially have a sig-
nificant impact on your cooperative in the 
future. In this article, I would like to pro-
vide a brief history of the new rules, update 
members regarding the status of litigation 
surrounding these new rules and how the 
Trump Administration will likely impact 
the outcome of the new rules.
 On August 3, 2015, the U.S. EPA released 
the final version of the Clean Power Plan, 
which consisted of over 1,500 pages aimed 
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from 
existing and new power generation facili-
ties. The final rule calls for a 32 percentna-
tional average reduction of greenhouse gas 
emissions by the year 2030.  The final rule 
is significantly different than the proposed 
rule and is much more stringent for Illinois 
than the proposed rule. The final rule calls 
for a 44 percent reduction in Illinois green-
house gas emissions by the year 2030. This 
is a very complex rule and is one of the most 
aggressive and controversial regulations in 
our nation’s history.
 As soon as the rule was published in the 
Federal Register, it became the most liti-
gated environmental regulation ever and it 

will likely conclude with a decision in the 
Supreme Court. Twenty seven states and 
numerous industry groups filed cases against 
the new rules. These lawsuits have been 
consolidated and will be heard by the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit.  
 On January 21, 2016, the D.C. Circuit 
Court of Appeals denied petitions to stay 
the rules during the course of this litigation. 
This stay in the rules would have halted the 
implementation of the rules until the legal-
ity of the new rules had been determined 
by the courts. In the meantime, the states 
that have filed the lawsuits attempted a very 
rare legal process and asked Supreme Court 
Chief Justice John Roberts to issue a stay 
(freeze) in the new rules during the litiga-
tion process of the U.S. Court of Appeals. 
,On February 9, 2016 the U.S. Supreme 
Court granted the motion to stay the Clean 
Power Plan while it is being challenged 
in court. This was an unprecedented move 
by the U.S. Supreme Court to issue a stay 
while the case is being heard by the federal 
appeals court and many believe this was an 
early sign that the rule may be met with 
a skeptical reception by the U.S. Supreme 
Court Justices.
 The D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals, 
consisting of ten judges, heard oral argu-
ments for the case on September 27, 2016. 
At the time this article is being written, the 
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Continued on page 18d  

Readership Prize Winner: 
Dennis Driscoll, Elizabethtown, IL

EPA

DAYLIGHT
SAVING TIME
Don't forget to spring 
forward on March 12! 
Set your clocks ahead 

by one hour.
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SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative has partnered with Air Evac Lifeteam to allow our 
residential customers the opportunity to join the Air Evac Lifeteam Membership program through 
an affordable billing plan. You have the option to choose the convenience of paying a monthly 
fee or an annual fee. Each plan is offered at a discounted rate through your Cooperative.  Your 
options are as follows:

Option 1 :
The monthly fee is $5.00 per month per 
household with a discount of $0.50 per month 
per household from SEIEC.  Should you choose 
the monthly plan your electric bill will reflect 
an additional $4.50 per month per household.

Option 2 :
The annual fee includes a $10.00 discount 
through the Cooperative program and is 
$55.00 per household for a 1 year membership.
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Do you look  fo rward  to  spr ing  clean ing? Probab ly  not , but  wha t  i f  you 

got  pa id  fo r  do ing  i t?  Includ ing  these s imple  tasks  on  your  annua l  spr ing 

clean ing l i s t  w i l l  he lp  lower  your  e lec t r ic  cos ts  a l l  year, and add a  l i t t le 

j ing le  in  your  pocket :

 � change your  furnace f i l te r

 � clear  dust  f rom the  dr yer  vent  and hose, and re f r igera tor  gr i l l 

 � clean your  a i r  ducts 

 � rake  debr is  away f rom the  a i r  cond i t ioner  or  hea t  pump 

Find  out  how s imple  th ings  you do  can add up a t  www.togetherwesave.com, 

or  contact  your  loca l  Touchstone Energy  coopera t ive . 

Get paid for  

spring cleaning



ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING  |  AUGUST 2016     PB18D     ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING  | WWW.ICL.COOP 

Voluntary and open m
em

bership • Voluntary and open m
em

bership • Voluntary and open m
em

bership • Voluntary and open m
em

bership

1.   Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your service 
panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are in the 
“ON” position.

2.   If you have a meter pole, check the main breaker 
panel just below the meter socket. If the breaker is in the 
“OFF” position, check all of your wiring from the meter 
pole to your various buildings. If the wiring appears to be 
okay, reset the breaker to the “ON” position.

3.   If you still do not have power, check with neighbors 
to see if they have power.

4.   To report a power failure or other emergency, please 
phone 1-877-399-8405. This phone number is monitored 
around the clock, 365 days per year to accept your outage 
and emergency calls.

5.   Your phone call will be handled by SouthEastern’s 
automated outage reporting system and will be identi-
fied automatically through ANI (Automatic Number 
Identification). An outage record will then be generated 

for your location. Please note that the phone number from 
which you place the call will be the number used to gener-
ate the record. If the system fails to recognize your phone 
number, members having touch-tone phones may simply 
enter their seven-digit phone number (without area code) 
in order to report the outage. Members not having touch-
tone phones will be asked to leave a message. It is impor-
tant you leave your name, phone number and location of 
the outage. Retrieving messages and entering them into 
the system is time consuming; therefore, please leave only 
a message that will help in restoration of electric service. 
Do not remain on the line for an operator because a live 
operator is not there to respond. In order to keep a current 
listing of all numbers, it is important that you notify the 
Cooperative of any changes in your telephone number.

6.   Handling outage calls electronically allows you to 
report power failures very quickly. Once your outage has 
been reported, it will be dispatched to repair personnel who 
will restore your outage as soon as possible. Calling back 
repeatedly will not shorten the length of the outage, but 
may hinder the efforts of other members who are trying to 
report outages.

If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions

POWER OUTaGE

OUTAGE CALLS ONLY 1-877-399-8405

SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Inc.
100 Cooperative Way • Carrier Mills, IL 62917-2275

618-273-2611 or 800-833-2611 • Office hours: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. M-F

court has not issued its decision but 
many believe the decision could be 
announced very soon.
 Once the D.C. Circuit Court of 
Appeals makes a decision on the 
new rules, regardless of the deci-
sion made, it is pretty certain that 
the decision will be appealed to the 
Supreme Court for a decision. On 
January 31, 2017, President Donald 
Trump nominated Judge Neil 
Gorsuch as the next Supreme Court 
Justice to replace the late Justice 
Antonin Scalia. Assuming this 
nomination to the Supreme Court 
is confirmed, many believe this 
appointment to the Supreme Court 
may ultimately tip the balance of the 
Supreme Court to strike down the 
new rules. It is likely that we will not 

know the ultimate decision regard-
ing the legality of the new rules until 
sometime in 2018 as it makes its way 
thru the Supreme Court.
 Coal has proven to be the most 
abundant, reliable and economical 
fuel to generate electricity in the 
United States. Over the past, the 
industry has proven that coal can 
be used to produce more electricity, 
more efficiently, while reducing emis-
sions. Since 1970, coal used for elec-
tricity has increased approximately 
170 percent while key emissions 
have decreased 90 percent per unit of 
power produced.  Advances in coal 
technologies deployed at the Marion 
plant and new plants installed with 
state-of-the-art technologies like 
Prairie State Generation Campus 
continue to improve efficiencies and 

reduce emissions.
 Your Cooperative’s power sup-
plier has made significant invest-
ments in coal-fired generation and 
in emission control equipment to 
utilize coal in an environmentally 
responsible way. Your Cooperative’s 
power supplier utilizes a diversified 
portfolio of electricity generation 
including coal, natural gas, hydro 
and wind power. Your Cooperative 
has long promoted a variety of 
energy efficiency measures to benefit 
Cooperative members. However, the 
vast majority of your Cooperative’s 
power production (like that in many 
other Midwestern states) remains 
coal-fired.
 See you next month and as always, 
“We’ll keep the lights on for you.”
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