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Across The
President’s 
Desk

Alan W. Wattles

October is National Cybersecurity 
Awareness Month
Sony, Target, Home Depot,  Yahoo 

and even the U.S. O�  ce of 
 Personnel Management have all been 
attacked by cybercriminals. Let’s 
face it: In today’s world, the cyber-
security threats  facing our nation can 
seem  overwhelming – and downright 
scary.  Cybersecurity,  speci� cally the 
protec tion and  security of consumer-
members’ assets and the nation’s 
complex, interconnected network 
of power plants, transmission lines 
and  distribution facilities is a top 
priority for electric cooperatives and 
other segments of the electric power 
industry.
 � is October, Monroe County 
Electric Cooperative (MCEC) 
is  participating in  National 
 Cyber security 
 Awareness Month 
(NCSAM). Since 
its inception under 
leader ship from the 
U.S.  Department of 
 Homeland  Security 
and the National  Cyber 
 Security  Alliance, 
NCSAM has grown 
 exponentially,  reaching 
 consumers, small 
and  medium-sized 
 businesses,  corporations, 
 educational institutions 
and young people across 
the nation. 

 By raising awareness and under-
standing of basic cybersecurity 
practices, we can all work together to 
combat cyberthreats. 
 MCEC invites you to join us in 
recognizing NCSAM. 
 You have a role to play in  ensuring 
the security of your personal and 
professional data. Use the tips below 
to safeguard your computer: 
 Keep all software on internet-

connected devices – including 
PCs, tablets and smartphones – 
up to date to reduce risk of infec-
tion from malware. 

 Create long passwords that 
only you will remember, and 
change them every six months. 
 Remember, a strong password is 

at least 12 characters long. 
 Avoid the use of thumb drives 

and other portable  memory 
 devices.

 Don’t click on weblinks or 
 attached � les in emails when 
you’re not certain of who the 
sender is.

 Keep pace with new ways 
to stay safe online. Check 
trusted  websites for the  latest 
 information. Share  security 
tips with friends, family and 
 colleagues, and encourage them to 
be web wise.

 We hope you will join us in  raising 
cybersecurity awareness. Use and 
follow #cyberaware on social media 

to show and share your 
support. To learn more 
about NCSAM, visit 
www.staysafeonline.org.

Alison Kennedy writes 
on business and tech-
nology strategies and 
 cooperative a� airs for the 
National Rural  Electric 
Cooperative  Association, 
the  Arlington, Va.-based 
service arm of the  nation’s 
900-plus consumer-
owned, not-for-pro� t 
electric  cooperatives.
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Ten Classroom Empowerment Grants available

Jenny Kehrer, 5th Grade Science teacher at Millstadt 
School District 160, used a $500 grant last year to 
fund her wind turbine project. � e students were able 
to  discover the factors that were most in� uential with 
increasing voltage output for their wind turbine designs. 
In her words, it turned out to be a wonderful, hands-on 
learning experience for her students.

MCEC is o� ering ten 
 Touchstone Energy 

 Empowerment Grants for 
schools located within the 
cooperative’s  territory.
 Your cooperative wants 
to  continue to show our 
 Commitment to our 
 Community, one of the four 
Touchstone Energy core 
values. Most all schools are 
under-funded and we as a 
cooperative want to lend ten 
schools a hand with these 
school grants.
 Ten classroom grants of 
$500 each are being o� ered 
to public and private K-12 
schools to help them with 
projects that will  improve 
 educational opportunities for 
 students.

To apply for grants, visit our website 
at www.mcec.org to download the 
instructions and a grant application. 
Requests must be received by Friday, 
November 3, 2017.

Left to right in back: Jenny Kehrer, 5th Grade Teacher, and Larry Kraft, MCEC board 
member. In front are students of Mrs. Kehrer.
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MCEC line outages - August 2017
Date Duration # Out Location Cause Desc Substation

08/10/17 2:04 23 Praire View Estates Other, Deterioration Millstadt
08/13/17 4:28 4 State Route 3 Vehicles or Machinery Poe
08/15/17 3:23 18 Country Estates Dr Other, Deterioration Millstadt
08/15/17 1:01 349 Columbia Other, Faulty Equipment Columbia
08/16/17 2:18 2 N Prairie Rd Trees, Other Poe
08/18/17 1:56 13 Fountain Creek Ridge Ln Equipment Waterloo
08/19/17 0:21 8 Bridge Ln Vehicles or Machinery East Carondelet
08/19/17 2:13 50 Brandt Rd Other, Faulty Equipment Fults
08/21/17 0:21 36 Brand Lake Dr Lightning Poe
08/23/17 1:13 6 Nelson Ln Small Animals Or Birds East Carondelet

Great discounts 
when you use Co-op 
Connections Card!
Here are just a few:
Brooks Sigman Sales & Service, 
Waterloo
5% o�  services & new equipment. 
Must present Card prior to service.

CompuType Computer Services, Belleville
50% o�  the � rst hour of service (standard rates-$95/hr. on-site service, $75/hr. in-house service).

Darding Chiropractic, Waterloo
Complimentary initial visit including consultation, examination & x-rays, if needed.

Diehl’s Florist
10% o�  regularly priced items.

Flooring Interiors
10% discount on cleaning supplies with co-op card.

Frederico’s Restaurant LLC
10% o�  purchases of $30 or more.
As a Monroe County Electric Member, make sure to use your free Co-op Connections Card for discounts and valuable o� ers 
at local businesses and national retailers for those everyday purchases and gifts. Go online to search for local and national 
deals by zip code or by category at www.connections.coop.

Need a New Card? Contact us a 939-7171 or 1-800-757-7433
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MCEC awards fi ve scholarships at their annual meeting
Monroe County Electric 

 Cooperative (MCEC) drew 
for � ve $500 scholarships from a 
pool of 25 entrants who were sons/
daughters of cooperative members at 
the annual meeting on June 10.
 � e � ve winners were:
 Kathryn Finnerty of 

 Waterloo – daughter of Brad 

and Elsie Finnerty
 Frederick Grohmann of Red 

Bud – son of Freddie and 
 Leslie Grohmann

 Nicholaus Valerius of 
 Waterloo – son of Jason and 
Karen Valerius

 Emma Snodgrass of Fults – 
daughter of Scott Snodgrass

 Grace Kapelski of Smithton – 
daughter of Kevin and  Jennifer 
Kapelski

 All � ve of the winners were 2017 
high school seniors and are currently 
attending college this fall.

We want to thank all the students 
who applied for the scholarships and for 
attending our annual meeting!

L to r: MCEC board member Richard Ne� , Elsie 
 Finnerty (mother), Kathryn Finnerty and President/
CEO Alan Wattles

L to r: MCEC board member George Obernagel, Frederick 
Grohmann, Leslie Grohmann (mother) and MCEC board 
member Ross Mueller

L to r: MCEC board member Richard Ne� , Karen Valerius (mother), 
Nicholaus Valerius, Jason Valerius (father) and MCEC board member 
Larry Kraft

L to r: MCEC board member Manlee Knobloch, Emma 
Snodgrass, Scott Snodgrass (father) and MCEC board 
member Joel Harres

L to r: MCEC board member Rick Liefer; Grace Kapelski, 
Kevin Kapelski (father) and MCEC board member Gary 
Gregson.
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