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Across The
President’s 
Desk

Alan W. Wattles

I hope this column fi nds all of you 
doing well and having a great 

start to the New Year. When we 
held our area member meetings in 
November, a question was posed 
as to the future of power costs in 
relation to the election results, 
regulatory compliance and just 
a general outlook.  I posed the 
question to Don Gulley, President 
of SIPC, and he gave me some 
numbers for the next 6 years as 
if nothing changes.  Th e forecast 
shows a moderate increase in power 
costs with current regulations in 
place and compliance items that 
are to be met.  For 2017 the cost 
of power for MCEC is projected 
to be 8.007 cents per kWh. Th is is 
fairly even as compared to 2016.  
Th e average for 2016 is running at 
8.035 cents per kWh.
 Th e next six years in projected 
power costs for MCEC are as follows:

  2018: 8.220 cents per kWh, 
a 2.63% increase

  2019: 8.267 cents per kWh, 
a 0.57% increase over 2018

  2020: 8.344 cents per kWh, 
a 0.93% increase over 2019

  2021: 8.407 cents per kWh, 
a 0.76% increase over 2020

  2022: 8.473 cents per kWh, 
a 0.79% increase over 2021

  2023: 8.529 cents per kWh, 
a 0.67% increase over 2022

 So, you can see the trend as it 
currently stands that this is an 
overall increase of 6.52% over six 
years. SIPC has done a great job 
in keeping up with compliance 
and yet continuing to have cost 
control.  Th is past year through 
November of 2016, SIPC had 
spent $35,785,881 in regulatory 
costs. MCEC has about 5% of 
this 35 million in regulatory costs, 
which is 1.75 million. Dividing that 
down by 7300 meters that MCEC 
has results in $245 per meter that 
members have paid for compliance.
 We don’t have any indication as 
of this time to know what the new 
administration will do in regards 
to regulatory and compliance. We 
are hopeful that there will be a 
lessening of these to help us have 
lower power cost expense, which in 
turn helps keep rates more stable in 
the long run.
 SIPC is in good hands with 
Don Gulley at the helm. We have 
benefi tted from his leadership these 
last few years and we look forward 
to many more in the future.
 I hope this helps some of you 
to know what we are projecting, 
and this is just a projection.  Th ese 
numbers will look diff erent in 
a year from now, and in each 
subsequent year. 2017 looks to be 
a good year and we hope you have 
one as well.
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We put up the poles, 
connect miles of wire 
and � ip a few switches 
of our own. All to make 
sure your life is always 
powered. Learn more 
about the power of your 
co-op membership at 
TogetherWeSave.com.
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School grant winners announced

In January, ten area school person-
nel were awarded a $500 Touch-

stone Energy Empowerment grant 

for school projects that improve the 
learning environment or increase 
educational resources for the school. 

Below are the winning submissions 
and schools represented:

Mark Mueller Valmeyer High School Valmeyer
Kim Carter Smithton Grade School Smithton
Connie Trout Bluffview Grade School Dupo
Sue Lewis Immaculate Conception Grade School Columbia
Julie Laing Millstadt Primary Grade School Millstadt
Nicole Wilson Millstadt Consolidated Grade School Millstadt
Jenny Kreher Millstadt Consolidated Grade School Millstadt
Kelly Isringhaus Millstadt Consolidated Grade School Millstadt
Dawn Ivers Gardner Grade School Waterloo
Tony Meyer St. Agatha Grade School New Athens

Youth to Washington Contest
Attention high school juniors who are cooperative members!

Monroe County Electric 
Co-Operative (MCEC) is 

inviting two high school juniors, 
who are the sons or daughters of 
MCEC members, from each of the 
following schools to Youth Day in 
Springfield on March 29: Water-
loo, Gibault, Valmeyer, Columbia, 
Dupo, Freeburg, New Athens, 
Red Bud and Belleville West. This 
event is sponsored by MCEC and 

the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives. Of the participants 
representing MCEC in Springfield, 
one will be selected to go on an all-
expense paid tour of Washington, 
D.C. in June.
 Youth Day (Springfield – 
Wednesday, March 29, 2017): The 
day’s activities will include touring 
the State Capitol complex, Illinois 
Supreme Court, Old State Capitol 

and the new Abraham Lincoln 
Presidential Museum. Students will 
also have the opportunity to visit 
with legislators.
 Youth to Washington Tour ( June 
9 - 16, 2017): The one local winner 
from Youth Day will join some 60 
other Illinois students sponsored by 
Illinois cooperatives, and spend a 
week in Washington, D.C. visiting 
attractions such as the White House 
(possibly), U.S. Capitol, Smithson-
ian Institute, Arlington National 
Cemetery, Lincoln Memorial and 
many other national monuments 
and places of interest. 
 If you are a high school junior 
who receives electric service from 
Monroe County Electric Co-Oper-
ative and this opportunity interests 
you, please discuss this with your 
guidance counselor today.  Students 
are required to be sons or daughters 
of MCEC members to enter this 
contest and to attend Youth Day. An 
informative brochure will be avail-
able soon regarding MCEC’s Youth 
to Washington program and can be 
downloaded from our Web site at 
www.mcec.org. 
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MCEC line outages - December 2016
Date Duration # Out Location Cause Desc Substation

12/02/16 0:26 2 IL Rt 163 SMALL ANIMALS OR BIRDS East Carondelet
12/12/16 0:58 9 Stemler Rd UNKNOWN Millstadt
12/18/16 1:30 6 K Rd OTHER, DETERIORATION Waterloo
12/20/16 3:18 174 Smithton Area OTHER, DETERIORATION Smithton Area
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Get to know your co-op network
The power behind your power By Adam Schwartz

Every day, Monroe County Elec-
tric Cooperative (MCEC) is 

hard at work to make sure all of our 
members have the electric power 
they need at the best possible price. 
And behind the scenes, we are 
working with a network of coopera-
tives to make that happen. 
 MCEC is part of Southern 
Illinois Power Cooperative, Inc. 
(SIPC), which creates the power, 
along with six other distribution 
co-ops that receive power from 
SIPC. We helped to create this 
second tier co-op so that we have 
more control over power supply  
and pricing.
 It also takes a lot of money to 
run an electric co-op, so when 
we need to borrow capital, we 
turn to Cooperative Finance 
Corporation (CFC). CFC is owned 
by electric co-ops throughout the 
country. As you know, every month 
we generate an electric bill that we 
send to you either electronically 

or through regular mail. We use 
National Information Solutions 
Cooperative to ensure we can apply 
the latest technology, help lower 
your energy costs and send timely, 
accurate bills to you.
 No business can operate without 
several different types of insurance, 
such as general liability, auto and 
workmen’s compensation. So once 
again, along with other electric 
cooperatives across the country, we 
are members of Federated Rural 
Electric Insurance Exchange. 
This allows us to maintain reliable 
coverage at an affordable price.
 It also takes a whole lot of “stuff ” 
to operate an electric co-op, such 
as poles, wires, transformers and 
many other items that you may not 
see. This is why we partnered with 
other co-ops to create United Utility 
Supply. The power of this co-op 
allows us to have quick access to  
all the materials we need at the  
best price.

 MCEC is a member of 
Touchstone Energy, a nationwide 
alliance of 750 local, consumer-
owned electric cooperatives. Our 
participation allows us access to a 
wealth of informational materials. 
It also allows us to benchmark our 
performance in comparison with 
other co-ops so that we can learn 
from others as we constantly strive 
to serve you better. 
 So, while you are a member of 
one electric co-op, you are actually 
connected to many other co-ops. 
And being connected to this 
cooperative network ensures your 
needs are met in the most efficient 
and cooperative way possible. 
 Adam Schwartz is the founder of 
The Cooperative Way a consulting 
firm that helps co-ops succeed.  He 
is an author, speaker and member-
owner of the CDS Consulting Co-op. 
You can follow him on Twitter @
adamcooperative or email him at 
aschwartz@thecooperativeway.coop.


