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II Bringing Jobs to Rural Illinois 
It takes regional cooperation now to improve rural economic development 

“Over the pest several years 
the economic development 

emphasis has become 
more of a cooperative 

regional approach." 

The directors of Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative 

(IREC), Winchester, have supported economic 

development in the cooperative service territory 

since the late 1980s. Economic development can 

take several forms, such as industrial attraction or 

retention, business development, infrastructure 

development, tourism, etc. Each entity or area must 

evaluate its strengths and weaknesses and determine 

what to pursue in the area of economic development. 

IREC supports, or is involved in, several 

groups within its service area. These groups include 

economic development, community develop¬ 

ment corporations and chamber of commerce 

organizations. 

As costs have increased and sources of funds 

have diminished, many economic development 

entities have had to adjust budgets and limit the 

scope of their efforts. Over the past several years 

the economic development emphasis has become 

more of a cooperative regional approach since 

our society has become more mobile. Successful 

economic development projects in one county or 

city have been found to positively affect adjacent 

counties and cities. Therefore, more regional 

economic development groups have been formed 

provided that local obstacles can be overcome. The 
State of Illinois is currently promoting the regional 

approach to economic development. 

Four counties, Greene, Jersey, Macoupin and 

Montgomery, (three 

of which have IREC 

services) have initiated an 

effort to form a regional 

economic development 

group. Illinois Institute for 

Rural Affairs conducted 

a MAPPING program 

(Management and Planning 

Programs Involving Non- 

metropolitan Groups) to 

determine the interests and potential for the suc¬ 

cess of such a group. The MAPPING methodology 

was originally developed in order to bring a holistic 

integrated planning and decision-making process 

to rural communities. As such, the Illinois Institute 

for Rural Affairs has developed three inter-related 

programs for rural community and economic develop¬ 

ment that touch communities, schools and health 

care. 

Each participating county selected four rep¬ 

resentatives to serve on an interim committee to 

develop the bylaws, operational format, funding and 

staffing requirements for the regional group. I was 

selected to be one of the Greene County represen¬ 

tatives on the committee and I’m working on the 

committee to develop the organizational structure. 

Other economic development organizations 

in the IREC service area include Calhoun County 

Economic Development, Greene County Economic 

Development Group, Illinois Valley Rural Water 

Forum, Pike County Economic Development Corp, 

Pike County Chamber of Commerce, Pike County 

Community Development Corporation, Scott 

County Development Corporation, Western Illinois 

Corridor Council. In addition, General Manager 

Bruce Giffin serves on the Tri-County CDC and 

Jacksonville Regional Development Corporation. 

Each organization has its own programs and 

efforts that they are pursuing that should improve 

the economy in each county. 

Finally, infrastructure is key to economic 

development. Rural electrification made a huge dif¬ 

ference in rural areas during the last 70 years. Today, 

IREC is supporting other rural infrastructure projects 

such as rural broadband. The latest project is an 
effort to install potable water distribution system in 

rural portions of Scott County. The initial phase in 

currently under construction. A large majority of 

the private water wells in the area to be served have 

various levels and types of contaminants present. 

Several new homes are already under construction 

in the area to be served in the Phase I area. 

Without cooperation, determination, 

patience and leadership from many different local 

organizations rural economic development can be 

a very difficult and frustrating undertaking. For the 

future of the young people where you live I urge you 

to find ways to cooperate with other communities to 

improve the quality of life in your hometown. ■ 

Ron Coultas is the Senior Engineer 
for Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative, 
Winchester. He serves on the Regional 
Economic Development Board for Greene, 
Jersey, Macoupin and Montgomery 
counties, and is involved in the start up 
of the new Scott County Rural Water 
Cooperative, which broke ground in March. 

The opinions and views of guest commentators are their own and may 
not represent those of the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives 
or the electric co-ops of Illinois. 
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SWISS BREAK THROUGH GUARANTEES ... 

YOU’LL NEVER SUFFER 
FROM FOOT PAIN AGAIN! 
END SORE, ACHING FEET - 
INSTANTLY! 

Which of these foot ailments cause 
you pain? 

□ Corns 
□ Calluses 
□ Flat Feet 
□ Burning Nerve Endings 
□ Cramping 
□ Painful Ankles 
□ Hammertoes 
□ Pain in the Balls of Your Feet 

If you suffer from one or more of these 
problems, then you owe it to yourself to 
try the remarkable “FOOT CRADLES”. 
Foot Cradles are an amazing discovery 
from Switzerland. They are guaranteed 
to end foot pain instantly, or your money 
back. Does it sound too good to be true? 
Please read on. 

A Foot Specialist in Switzerland knew 
that, to end foot pain, the foot needed to be 

properly supported 
and cradled in all 

types of shoes. 

Since nothing he tried before ever gave 
long-lasting relief from pain, he set out to 
solve the problem himself. 

His efforts produced the remarkably 
effective “FOOT CRADLE” insole support. 

Already, millions of men and women 
have found blessed relief from their foot 
pain with “FOOT CRADLES”. 

“I can hardly believe something so 
simple could work so well. Now, I 
believe in ‘FOOT CRADLES*! 
Thank you for ending my foot pain.,y 

B J. Boise, ID 

“FOOT CRADLES” slip easily into any 
pair of shoes you own - high heels, work 
shoes, boots, sport shoes, sneakers and 
sandals. They’re so comfortable, you won’t 
realize you’re wearing them. 

“I took you up on your Guaranteed 
RISK-FREE Offer, and ‘FOOT 
CRADLES* have been relieving my 
foot pain ever since.** E.C. Memphis, IN 

“I use ‘FOOT CRADLES* in all my 
shoes. They*re that good ... and 
comfortable. I get instant relief just 
like you promised.** J.M. St. Louis, MO 

So, simple, it’s ingenious! The secret of 
“FOOT CRADLES” lies in its unique, 
contoured design. It works together with 
your foot in any pair of shoes you wear. 
“FOOT CRADLES” are made in Europe 
from genuine leather. Though they weigh 
less than an ounce, “FOOT CRADLES” 
help support your full body weight. Just as 
your weight shifts naturally as you walk, so 
do the “FOOT CRADLES”. They apply 
the natural laws of foot motion to relieve 
your burning, aching feet. 

And once you start walking or running, 
you’ll feel the difference immediately. 
Suddenly you no longer wince with each 
step. Your foot pain completely disappears. 

100% GUARANTEED! 

Now see how “FOOT CRADLES” will 
work for you. Test them in your shoes for 
30 days ... without risk! You must walk in 
total comfort - without pain - or return 
your “FOOT CRADLES” for a full refund 
of your purchase price. No questions asked. 

Join the millions of people who 
have already 

said goodbye 
\ to their foot 
; pain because 

..A of “FOOT 
CRADLES”. 

Send the coupon 
below today! 

© Luxis® International,Inc 

Visit our website at www.luxis.com 

30-DAY RISK FREE OFFER 
Luxis International, Inc., Dept. 19-191 
105 W Lincoln Hwy, DeKalb, IL 60115-8007 

YES! Send me "FOOT CRADLES" on the RISK FREE 30-DAY GUARANTEE. 
IMPORTANT: Please indicate shoe size(s): Women's size(s) Men'ssize(s)  

□ 1 pair for $16.95 plus $3.00 Postage & Handling. 
□ SAVE $10.00 - 2 pair for only $29.90 plus FREE Postage & Handling. 
$ payment enclosed OR Charge my: DVISA DMasterCard 

Card # Exp. Date  

Dr./Mr./Mrs./Ms  

Address    

City/State/Zip  
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Co-ops and USDA Rural Development 
Support Local Enterprises USDA Rural Development Under Secretary 

Thomas C. Dorr announced in April the award 

of 64 loans and grants totaling more than $30 mil¬ 

lion to assist rural communities and businesses in 

19 states. Four Illinois electric cooperatives are 

being awarded a total of $2.82 million for projects 

that will create 120 jobs and retain another 175 

jobs in their rural service areas. 

The funds are provided through the USDA 

Rural Development Rural Economic Development 

Loan and Grant (REDLG) program. Co-ops 

pass the interest free funds on to public bodies, 

non-profits and private businesses at zero percent 

interest for ten years. Grant funds are used to estab¬ 

lish revolving loan funds. 

“The REDLG program provides an excep¬ 

tional opportunity for Illinois electric cooperatives 

and Rural Development to partner to improve 

the quality of rural life,” said Illinois Rural 

Development Director Doug Wilson. 

Western Illinois Electrical Cooperative is 

receiving a $740,000 loan and $300,000 grant to 

help the City of Carthage fund the infrastructure 

needed for the new Memorial Hospital. Corn Belt 

Energy Corporation headquartered in Bloomington 

will use their $300,000 grant to establish a 

revolving loan fund. The Village of Downs, their 

Erst borrower, will use the funds to extend a water 

main to Downs Crossing. 

Two other Illinois electric cooperatives have 

been approved for loans of $740,000. Monroe 

County Electric Co-Operative in Waterloo will 

pass on its no cost loan to Wm. Nobbe and 

Company, Inc. The funds will be used to build a 

new John Deere dealership facility in Jerseyville. 

Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative in 

Winchester will pass through its $740,000 loan 

to Westermeyer Industries, Inc., a Scott County 

company manufacturing cooling system com¬ 

ponents and accessories, to expand its facility. 

Since 2001 owner Gary Westermeyer has secured 

seven engineering patents and will have grown his 

company from a backyard workshop to a 55,000- 

square-foot facility. ■ 

USDA Rural Development representatives visited the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives (AIEC) on March 12 

as they toured the state thanking supporters who helped the agency reach a record high $418,332,462 in grants and 

loans distributed in rural Illinois in 2007. Pictured from left to right are USDA Rural Development’s State Director 

Doug Wilson and Business Cooperative Specialist Molly Hammond, AIEC Marketing Administrator Nancy Nixon 

and AIEC President/CEO Duane Noland. 



Watch Out for Flood-related Electrical Hazards Spring thaw and heavy rains often cause flooding in 
lowland areas, homes and basements. Safe Electricity 

reminds everyone to he alert to electrical equipment 
that could be energized and in contact with water, along 
with other potential hazards that create a serious danger 
of electrocution. Cleaning up and using water-damaged 
appliances also carry safety risks. 

“The prospect of an electrical accident is probably not 
top of mind when you’re dealing with a flooded basement, 
room or even outdoors,” says Molly Hall, Executive 
Director of Safe Electricity. “But it’s the first thing you 
should think of before you step foot in the water.” 

Safety measures to keep in mind include: 

• Never step into a flooded basement or other room 
if water may be in contact with electrical outlets, 
appliances or cords. 

• Never attempt to turn off power at the breaker box if 
you must stand in water to do so. If you can’t reach your 
breaker box safely, call your electric utility to shut off 
power at the meter. 

• Never use electric appliances or touch electric wires, 

switches or fuses when you’re 
wet or when you’re standing in 
water. 

• Keep electric tools and equip¬ 
ment at least 10 feet away 
from wet surfaces. Do not use 
electric yard tools if it’s raining 
or the ground is wet. 

• If an electrical appliance has 
been in contact with water, have 
a professional check it out before it 
is used. It may need to be repaired or 
replaced. 
“A good safety measure is to have ground 

fault circuit interrupters (GFCIs) professionally 
installed on outlets,” Hall says. “These safety devices can 
cut off power quickly if there’s a problem.” 

GFCIs are recommended for outdoor outlets and outlets 
near wet areas of the home such as kitchen, bath and laun¬ 
dry room. 

For more information on electrical safety, visit 
www.SafeElectricity.org. ■ 

May Forecasted to See Near Normal Temperatures Sea surface temperatures across the 
equatorial Pacific have shown 

some signs of warming over the last 
couple months. This could be an 
early indicator that the current La 
Nina is beginning to weaken slightly. 
However, long-range models do not 
all agree that La Nina will weaken 
as we head towards summer. In fact, 
some of them keep a fairly strong 
La Nina in place well into the sum¬ 
mer months. 

As for the month of May, with some 
level of La Nina still persisting, past 
climate records indicate that Illinois 
generally experiences temperatures 
that average near to possibly even 
slightly below normal during the late 
spring. The years of 1989, 1996 and 
2006 all featured a similar La Nina 
and all saw near or cooler than nor¬ 
mal temperatures in May. 

May Temperature Outlook 

May Average Total 
Cooling Degree Days 

Rockford t. 

' 

Above Normal 

Slightly Above Normal 

| Near Normal 

Q Slightly Below Normal ejsweather.com 

3] 30-60 COD 

2] 60-90 COD 

90-120 COD 

^]l20-150 COD 

Other climate indices such as the 
NAO (North Atlantic Index) may 
also support a more average or cooler 
temperature scenario for May. As 
a result, early season energy usage 
and costs with respect to cooling 
may benefit the consumer by also 
averaging below normal. 

The Illinois map this month 
illustrates the average number 

of cooling degree-days across 
the state during the month 
of May. It is expected that 
portions of the state will see 

a slight deficit in cooling 
degree days this May due 
to the predicted near to 
slightly below average 
temperatures. 

Looking ahead to the 
upcoming summer, it should 
be noted that following the 
cool May’s of 1989, 1996 and 
2006, the summer months in 
all three years were warmer 

than normal. How warm of 
a summer is going to largely 
depend on the strength of the 

La Nina. ■ 
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U of I Launches New Agritourism Web Site 
** H gritourism is a growing segment of the rural economy,” says John Pike, a U of I Extension com- 

fimunity and economic development educator. Pike developed a new Web site and information 
source that will assist those wanting to develop agritourism businesses in Illinois. To visit the site go 

SSlfili t° http://web.extension.uiuc.edu/agritourism/. 
Pike says, “Many farm-based agritourism businesses attract customers directly to the farm gate 

today and many more are being developed. These enterprises market a wide variety of produce, 
products and services to a wide variety of consumers.” 

Pike defined agritourism as any business activity that brings the public to a farm or rural set¬ 
ting in an effort to market farm-raised or produced products or to enjoy related outdoor activities. 

“Examples of agritourism include, but are not limited to, pumpkin patches, berry farms, 
orchards, wineries, corn mazes, bed and breakfasts, farm markets and hunting clubs,” he says. 

The Web site includes information about resources available to those considering launching 
an agritourism enterprise and links to other helpful Web sites. 

Source: University of Illinois news release Feb. 18, 2008B 

Illinois House Asks Congress and 
Department of Energy to Reconsider FutureGen The Illinois House approved in April, 

without debate, Resolution 1009 
urging the U.S. Congress and the U.S. 
Department of Energy to reverse the 
decision to dismantle and abandon 
the FutureGen project in Mattoon. 

The plant was to be the prototype 
for the next generation coal-fired 
power plants. It would have been a 
research lab for refining clean coal 
technology, hydrogen production and 
carbon dioxide sequestration. 

The innovative public and private 
partnership was supported by the 
FutureGen Alliance, a consortium of 
the world’s coal producers and energy 
generators. ■ 

Proper CFL Bulb Disposal We’ve all purchased compact fluorescent light 
bulbs (CFLs) to be more energy efficient 

and eco-friendly. If every American household 
replaced just one incandescent bulb with a 
CFL, the energy saved could light more than 
3 million homes, or eliminate greenhouse gas 
emissions equivalent to taking 800,000 cars off 
the road. But CFLs contain small amounts of 
mercury. 

One CFL contains about five mg of mercury 
per bulb. The mercury emitted from a CFL 
in waste (including its lifetime power plant 
emission) is still less than the amount an incan¬ 
descent bulb would produce according to the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 

Overall you’re not producing more 
hazardous waste by throwing your CFLs away, 
you’re producing less. You should also know 
that one CFL bulb contains one percent of 
the mercury containeci in an old style glass 
thermometer. 

It is suggested by the EPA that you seal the 
used CFL bulb in two plastic bags and then put 
it into the outside trash. 

For more information, visit www.epa.gov 
and www.energystar.gov. ■ 

Two Co-ops Receive 
Tree Line USA Designation Com Belt Energy Corporation and Wayne-White Counties 

Electric Cooperative have joined an elite group of elec¬ 
tric cooperatives in Illinois by achieving the Tree Line USA 
designation from The 
National Arbor Day 
Foundation. The co-ops 
received the award in 
November at the Illinois 
Arborists Association 
Conference. 

Tree Line USA is 
a program that pro¬ 
motes the dual goal of 
dependable utility service 
and abundant, healthy 
trees along America’s 
streets and highways. ■ 

Cal Williams, Manager of 

Vegetation, Fleet and Safety 

at Corn Belt Energy, shows 

off the Tree Line USA flag 

proudly flying at Com Belt 

Energy. 

/ 
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Home Safe Home 
May is Electrical Safety Month 

Electric energy use is typically on 
the rise during warmer weather, 

so as part of the new “Teach Learn 
Care” TLC campaign, Safe Electric¬ 
ity suggests “there is no time like 
the present” to conduct an electrical 
home inspection. During National 
Electrical Safety Month in May, 
the program encourages everyone 
to make sure your home is safe from 
electrical hazards to prevent elec¬ 
trical-related deaths, injuries and 
property damage. 

According to the U.S. Consumer 
Product Safety Commission (CPSC), 
faulty home electrical wiring is 
responsible for 40,000 fires a year and 
results in the loss of 350 lives, thou¬ 
sands of injuries from electrical shocks 
and burns and more than $2 billion 
in personal property damage. It’s 
estimated that more than 50 million 
homes and buildings have outdated or 
inadequate electrical wiring. 

“Electrical hazards have a ten¬ 
dency to remain hidden until it’s too 
late to avoid disaster. Don’t let the 
small cost of prevention stand in the 
way of protecting your family and 
your property,” says Mike Ashenfelter, 
Sangamon County Electrical Inspec¬ 
tor “There are many things you can 
inspect on your own to ensure electri¬ 
cal safety in your home.” 
• Check electrical outlets for 
loose fitting plugs that can shock or 
be a fire hazard. Replace missing or 
broken wall plates so that the inner 
wiring components are not exposed. 
If you have young children, make 
sure safety covers are used on unused 
outlets and outlets are not overloaded 
with too many appliance plugs. 
Consider installing tamper-resistant 
receptacles, which have a built-in 
shutter system that prevents hairpins 
and other small objects from being 
inserted into the outlet. 
• Check the cords of the appliances 
in your home as well as the plugs 
and connectors. Make sure that they 

are not frayed, cracked or damaged, 
placed under rugs or carpets, resting 
on furniture, or located in high traffic 
areas. Do not nail or staple cords to 
walls, floors or any other objects. 
• Extension cords should be used on 
a temporary basis only because they 
are not intended for use as permanent 
household wiring. Have additional 
outlets installed where you need them 
instead of relying on extension cords 
and power strips. If you are using 
extension cords, make sure that they 
have safety closures to protect young 
children from shock hazards or mouth 
burn injuries. Never use an indoor 
extension cord for outdoor use. Use 
an extension cord specifically for out¬ 
doors; they are heavier and less likely 
to be damaged. 

• Check your electrical panel to 
make sure that the breakers and fuses 
are properly rated for the circuit that 
they are protecting. If you do not 
know what the correct rating is, have 
a qualified electrician identify and 
label the correct size to be used. If you 
are replacing a fuse, make sure that 
you replace it with the same size as 
the one that you are removing. 
• Check light bulbs and appli¬ 
ances to make sure the wattage 
matches fixture requirements. Make 
sure not to replace bulbs with those 
that have higher wattage than rec¬ 
ommended. Additionally, the bulb 
should be screwed in securely to 
prevent overheating. 
• If an appliance repeatedly blows 
a fuse, trips a circuit breaker or gives 
you an electrical shock, immediately 
unplug, repair or replace it. 
• Check for or install ground fault 
circuit interrupters (GFCIs). A GFCI 
is an inexpensive electrical device 
that shuts off power instantly if there 
is problem and should be installed in 
all “wet” areas of the home such as 
bathrooms, kitchens and basements. 
GFCIs should be tested monthly to 
ensure they are working properly. It’s 
estimated more than two-thirds of the 
roughly 300 electrocutions occurring 
each year in and around the home 
could be prevented if GFCIs were 
installed in household branch circuits. 
• Consider installing arc-fault cir¬ 
cuit interrupters (AFCIs) on bedroom 
circuits, smoke detectors in all bed¬ 
rooms and in hallways within 15’ of 
bedrooms, and at least one smoke de¬ 
tector on every level. As always, check 
with your local electrical inspector if 
you have questions or concerns. 
• Inspect all outdoor connections, 
appliances and tools for frayed 
cords, broken plugs and cracked or 
broken housings. 

For more information on electrical 
safety, visit www.SafeElectricity.org. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING May 2008 



drum roll sounds; voices and 
music fill the air. Spotlights 
hone in on a scene full of 

actors, singers, dancers - and the pro¬ 
duction begins, live with characters in 
full costume. Regional/area musicians 
and songwriters sit in a group and 
share their original songs, some that 
may even be about your co-op area. 
Artists use their skills to create paint¬ 
ings in watercolors, or transfer their 
artistic vision to an etching, a draw¬ 
ing. They may craft one-of-a-kind 
pottery, design jewelry or fashion a 
sculpture masterpiece. 

It’s a long-time tradition. It’s the 
arts in rural Illinois. Whether it is the 
visual arts, performing arts or written 
arts, the cultural activity still reigns 

strong in the Midwest, and the oppor¬ 
tunity to experience the arts in varied 
forms may be right in your own back¬ 
yard so to speak! 

The IPfamrs 
In fact, giccording to Terry 

Scrogum, Executive Director of the 
Illinois Arts Council (IAC), there is 
a lot going on in the arts in Illinois. 
“We (in Illinois) have a very rich cul¬ 
ture and activities that are arts-related 
are numerous, and much of it is in the 
rural parts of Illinois. Often times, it 
starts in the schools. 

“While there are larger urban 
schools in more metropolitan areas 
that have very fine theater programs, 
I find that the students in the smaller 

schools may take advantage of those 
opportunities in greater numbers. 
Everyone is involved ... the cheer¬ 
leaders, the football players, everyone. 
Scrogum grew up in the Spoon River 
Electric Cooperative area in Astoria, 
and is familiar with life in a small, ru¬ 
ral community. 

“Coming from a small school, my¬ 
self, a graduating class of 43,1 under¬ 
stand those dynamics. We always had 
a play our junior year, and we were 
all involved in some way. In the rural 
areas you sometimes just don’t have 
the numbers to draw from, so more of 
the students get involved,” continued 
Scrogum. “One of the advantages is 
that it often provides experiences that 
may help later in life. For example, 



Sally Bischel paints from her Galena studio. Two of her paintings, “Thistles” and “Snoop Sisters Inn” are pictured below. Ken 

Bradbury dishes up the entertainment at the M.J.M. Annual Meeting, and local Galena artist, Charlie Fach, offers free pottery 

demonstrations on the weekends. 

getting up in front of people and 
speaking is one of the most difficult 
things for many to do comfortably. It 
you have experience performing in 
front of others, whether it be in a play, 
singing or playing an instrument in a 
concert or production, it does help.” 

Of course, having the audience 
also helps, and that doesn’t seem to 
be a problem. 

77)d Audiences 
The smaller populations often sup¬ 

port the arts in a big way says Ken 
Bradbury, a guru in the central Illinois 
arts communities. “And it isn’t because 
there’s nothing better to do, as some 
might think,” he says. “People in the 
rural areas genuinely enjoy the arts.” 

And he would know. He lives in Aren- 
zville, population 400. “When I began 
teaching 35 years ago, there were at the 
most three theater groups in the area. 
Now there are 15 to 20. People are ex¬ 
cited about going to see a production! 

“Here’s the thing. In Springfield 
about 10 percent of the population 
will take advantage of the arts, go to 
a performance. In a rural community, 
about 60 percent of the population 
will take advantage.” Why? Bradbury 
says one of the reasons is that those 
in the rural communities are used to 
traveling, often even to go get bread, 

so traveling somewhere to go see a 
play or a concert is not that big a 
deal.” He smiled and said he had re¬ 
cently called Sangamon Auditorium 

to order his season ticket. “She asked 
my address. I told her Arenzville. Her 
response? ‘Another one?”’ 

Bradbury’s rural address is not a 
hindrance to his involvement in the¬ 
ater. He likes where he is, and even 
declined an offer he received years 
ago to move to Chicago/New York. 
“There is nothing like living here. 
People are connected!” 

He not only attends shows, but also 
has written and published more than 
300 scripts and musicals, sometimes 
partnering with others, including Ron 
Wainwright of Chatham. “I have to 
tell you he sent me a musical and I 
first told him I wouldn’t look at it or 
listen to it. I get a lot of scripts that 
people want me to critique. And there 
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just isn’t enough time to get to all of 
them, so I have learned to say no. Ron 
persisted so I finally listened and it 
was the best music I have ever heard!” 
Bradbury wrote the words around the 
music and they have since produced 
David: You and I, and have collabo¬ 
rated on other projects as well. 

Recently, Bradbury served as the 
entertainment at M.J.M. Electric Co¬ 
operative, Inc.’s Annual Meeting in 
Carlinville. “You know I get to do a 
lot of things like I did at this meeting, 
and it’s fun,” he 
said. 

Nancy Nixon, 
Marketing and 
Member Services 
Administrator at 
the Association 
of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives, agreed after she saw 
him. “You could tell he was having 
fun. It made it enjoyable for every¬ 
one. He really hammed it up, too! I 
was trying to take his picture and he 
would stop, pose and yet never miss 
a beat in what he was saying or what 
he was playing on the piano. And I’m 

not sure, but I think that was the first 
time I had ever heard Amazing Grace 
played honky-tonk style!” 

VisvafArk 
Galena’s population is about 3,600, 
and is home to more than 80 fine art¬ 
ists. What does that mean? It means 
that Galena-area residents not only 
value the rural lifestyle, but also em¬ 
brace the arts. 

Sally Bischel, President of Galena 
Artist’s Guild, Inc., is one of those art¬ 

ists, and she and her 
husband, Dwight, 
are members of Jo- 
Carroll Energy. He 
is a retired television 
director. In addition 
to her work with the 
Guild, Sally owns 

an art studio. She grew up on the 
East Coast in Philadelphia where her 
father was part of the Philadelphia 
Orchestra. She later attended the 
Philadelphia College of Art, did some 
freelancing, and worked as Art Direc¬ 
tor at a Chicago advertising agency. 
Galena had served as a vacation spot 

and place of peace then. “We loved it 
so much we decided to make it home. 
It is such a wonderful area and the arts 
are important to the Galena-area resi¬ 
dents,” she said. 

More than 60 of the area artists 
show their work at the Guild’s gallery. 
While it was a little slow in getting 
regular shows up and running, they 
now hold six shows a year. Each artist 
has to volunteer time at the gallery. 
Shows are member shows. The Guild 
generally showcases two artists at a 
time and the hours that the Guild is 
open increase in May to five-days a 
week from three days a week. 

“We have people in our member¬ 
ship who are from the tri-state area, 
even a couple from Chicago, but for 
the most part they are local artists. 
We started with a few artists who had 
an interest and wanted a forum where 
they could get together and share 
their work. Now we are a 501 (c)3. We 
have about 100 members with 60 or 
more of them being artists -ranging 
from working artists, to recreational 
artists to aspiring artists,” said Bischel. 
“The average age is 40 and up, though 
we do have a few 20- and 30-year olds. 
It really is a great mix.” 

There are 13 galleries and stu¬ 
dios in the Galena/Elizabeth area 
alone. You’ll find large and eccentric 
sculptures, handmade pottery, two 
and three dimensional fine art and 
featured artists shows, handmade 
jewelry, original watercolor paintings 

Qalena artists enjoy art showcase 
at the Qalena Artist’s Quild 
where more than 60 area^art- 
ists show their ivork throughout 
the year! 

finally listened and 

it was the best music I 

have ever heard!” 
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and etchings of Galena, Chicago, ball 
parks, barns and florals, as well as jur¬ 
ied art and photographs. 

Arts as a learning Toof 
“Fine arts is a very irfTportant part 

of education, too, and is something 
that is very near and dear to my 
heart. I think the arts help stimulate 
creativity, give people a place, an 
opportunity to 
express them¬ 
selves,” said 
Scrogum. “One 
of the things our 
world needs is 
more people who 
use their imagi¬ 
nation, who are 
willing to look 
way beyond the 
structures of the boxes we fit in daily 
and use that creativity to enhance 
the world ahead.” 

Addressing the topic of art and ed¬ 
ucation, Bischel said the Guild offers 
scholarships to students who attend 
Jo-Daviess County schools or who are 
graduates of those schools and are pur¬ 
suing art degrees. “We get the word 
out through the art teachers and sev¬ 
eral of our Guild artists teach summer 
camps and visit the schools. I imagine 
a number of other communities like us 
do the same thing.” 

Bradbury said he has seen a rise 
in attendance at the Green Pastures 
Christian Camp that he helped 

found. “We run four performing arts 
camps each summer with 120 kids 
per camp. It continues to grow each 
year.” The camp is located in Mere- 
dosia. “We offer dance, mime, music, 
drama, art and puppets and each is 
done in a way to share the love of Je¬ 
sus. It’s a Christian camp, and we use 
the arts to teach!” 

“The arts provides a great sense of 
accomplishment to 
those who partici¬ 
pate,” said Scrogum. 
“It also is a way of 
nurturing. It is a way 
to celebrate, whether 
you are a performer, 
writer, painter or 
spectator.” 

“One of my favor¬ 
ite things is to see a 

10- or 11-year-old kid see a show or 
a piece of art and then hear them say 
‘That is so cool!” said Bradbury. “And 
we need to continue to teach them 
that appreciation!” 

The Illinoi^Arts Council continues 
to provide funding to many projects 
around the state. “Regranting is one of 
the best things we do,” said Scrogum. 
“Smaller communities tend to know 
their needs the best. As a result we of¬ 
ten provide grants to area arts councils 
or arts organizations. They in turn de¬ 
termine the best use of the grant money 
for their community arts projects.” 

The Illinois Arts Council has pro¬ 
vided more than 800 operating grants 
throughout the state. “Some of the 
community theaters rely on that fund¬ 
ing. We are pleased to help organiza¬ 
tions such as New Salem’s Theater in 
the Park in Menard County. The Two 
Rivers Arts Council in McDonough 
County has received funding, as has 
the Little Theater-On the Square in 
Sullivan. The Quincy Art Center in 
Adams County has received funding 
for their Youth Employment in the 
Arts project.” Plus, Scrogum says, “We 
help provide visual arts residencies as 
well. We continue to try and reach far 
and wide in Illinois.” 

The arts are important to the older 
generation, too, said Bradbury. “I see 
the TO-year-olds going to art classes 
now that they are retired. And the 
Baby Boomers are starting to retire. 
They have more time; they want to 
learn and they also want to go to shows 
or be in them. One of these days, I 
think we’ll need to cater to them a bit 
more - produce the shows at different 
times - one night-time performance 
and four matinee’s,” he continued. 

“That is one of the great things 
about the arts ... it is available to the 
masses. It is something that is fulfill¬ 
ing whether you are young or old, 
and whether you live in the big cities 
or right here in rural Illinois!” says 
Bradbury. “The arts are indeed alive 
and well!” ■ 

The Illinois Arts 

Council has provided 

more than 800 

operating grants 

throughout the state. 
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Keeping Your Children Cyber Safe 
You can make the worldwide Web available yet safe for children 

"Online safety basics 
combined with trust 
and honesty can help 

our children grow 
up safely on the 

Internet express." 

—""■■Will 

Families and schools across the world are “logging 
on” and parents and educators face the issue of 

protecting children from adult 
material and predators on the 
Internet. Since recent studies 
suggest that children using the 
Internet learn at an accelerated 
rate, the question is not how to 
keep kids offline hut rather how 
to let kids use online technology 
safely. Using a combination of 
safety basics and some filtering 
software you can take some of 
the bumps out of the super infon 
mation highway. 

“My children understand it 
better than I do.” This phrase, 
expressed by parents with a 
home computer, modem and 
Internet access is very common. 
Our children, today, are more 
sophisticated and are more 
informed. E-mail, chat rooms 
and Web pages abound. Parents unfamiliar with the 
Internet are sure to feel a great deal of apprehen¬ 
sion and intimidation. It’s important to protect 
our children and it’s also important that their use 

of the Internet be understood and 
encouraged. Online safety basics, 
combined with trust and honesty, 
can help our children grow up safely 
on the Internet express. 

Children view the Internet as 
a very exciting and entertaining 
opportunity and have little or no 
fear of using it. Honesty is the most 
important segment of educating chil¬ 
dren about the dangerous side of this 
technology. Explain to your child 
that not everyone is who they say 
they are online, and tell them why. 

A majority of teens often communicate 
online with people they have never met according 
to Teen Research Unlimited. Fifty-four percent 
have instant messaged a stranger, 50 percent have 
e-mailed a stranger and 45 percent have par¬ 
ticipated in a chat room with a stranger. 

Teach your children not to be afraid to say “no” 
or “leave me alone” to messages that make them 

uncomfortable, and let them know that they can al¬ 
ways come to you with any problems they encounter. 

Parents need to advise 
children to never give out their 
real name, address or telephone 
number on the Internet - or to 
meet with an online friend in 
person without your permission 
or a parent present. 

Online safety basics: 

• Consider placing the com¬ 
puter in a ‘family room’ and 
check the screen periodically. 
Let your children know that 
you are interested in what 
they are doing online. 

• Look into safeguarding 
programs or options that 
your online service provider 
might offer - these may in¬ 
clude blocking or filtering 
capabilities. 

• Always read a Web site’s privacy policy before 
giving any personal information. 

• Let children show you what they can do online 
and visit their favorite sites. 

• Allow your child to only use ‘child-friendly’ 
search engines or chat sites. 

• Get more informed about computers and the 
Internet. 

• Internet accounts should only be in the parent’s 
name with parents having the primary screen 
name, controlling passwords and using blocking 
and/or filtering devices 

Open communication with your children 
can be one of the most important factors in their 
lives. Self esteem increases for a child when their 
thoughts, ideas and beliefs are respected by a parent 
or caring adult. As they apply the morals and good 
judgment taught by you they will build a better 
world around them - both on and off line. ■ 

Dan Dawson, Prevention Educator, Uni¬ 
versity of Illinois Extension, Springfield 
Extension Center, 217-782-6515, or 
dddawson@uiuc.edu. 
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Getting You Down? 
Let ClimateMaster Geothermal Heating and 

Cooling Systems Cure Your Pain 

Check out 
these advantages 

O' Uses nature’s renewable energy 

Of Save up to 70% on heating costs 

O' Comfortable and quiet 

in' Clean and safe - no carbon monoxide 

nK Free hot water 

in' Tax credits in 2006 

Contact your local dealer for more information 
Auburn, IL Carbondale, IL Elburn, IL Paxton, IL 

Lonnie L Winn Heating Jacobs Air Conditioning J R Herra, Inc. L & R Heating & 
& Cooling & Heating, Inc. 630-365-6266 Cooling, Inc. 

217-438-1235 618-529-2989 
Jerseyville, IL 

217-379-3191 

Carbon Cliff, IL Champaign, IL Vanausdoll Heating Pekin, IL 

Swanson Mechanical Lanz Heating & Cooling & Cooling Central Heating & A/C 

309-373-4773 217-202-6858 618-498-4349 309-696-9080 

Dubuque, IA Marion, IL Taylorville, IL 

All Season’s Heating Ponder Service, Inc. Yard Heating & Cooling 

& Cooling, Inc. 618-977-8900 217-824-4737 

563-582-2584 
Newark, IL 
Newark Mechanical 

Villa Grove, IL 
R C Plumbing & Heating 

CLIMATEMASTER* 8 695 467 
Quality Geothemial Heating, Cooling and Hot Water WWW.climatemaster.com 

217-832-9744    



How to Plant Trees and Shrubs 
Early spring is the second best time to plant 

j 

lif 

While spring isn’t the ideal time for planting most 
trees and shrubs (that’s autumn), it’s the second 

best time. Early spring is better than later spring, but 
even if planted before June, success can be high. 

Planting is similar to raising a kid, though there 
are some differences. Trees and shrubs seldom back- 
talk, get sick in the middle of the night and don’t leave 
after 18 years. Yes, I know the comments you’re mak¬ 
ing about the last attribute. 

No one would consider letting a child raise itself 
after just a couple of months. We tend to feed and wa¬ 
ter the child until it’s about 2 years old, and the same 
thing should apply to our woody plants. Trees and 
shrubs will adjust with minimal care, but with a little 
more care, they develop into better specimens. 

You can’t choose the children you’re blessed with, 
but with trees and shrubs you can start by choosing 
a good specimen. Just because the plant is on sale 
doesn’t make it something you would want in your 
yard. You could offer me all the silver maples and ash 
trees in the state, free of cost, and I still wouldn’t take 
them. Silver maples are good for quick fast growth, but 
are weak-wooded in the long run. Ash trees have the 
potential for too many problems including the Emer¬ 
ald Ash borer. 

Fortunately, you can kill a living tree or shrub 
without legal repercussions, as long as it’s on your 
property. Lightning won’t smite you. So, if you make 
a mistake and plant something, such as a willow or 

any of its fast growing rela¬ 
tives like the Austree, you 
can remove them in 20 years. 

But think - you’d have 
20 years of growth on a good 
specimen. 

Choose the right species 
for the right location. Try and 
imagine the tree 20 or 30 years 
from now. Will it be too close 
to power lines, other trees or 
your house? 

These days you can find trees and shrubs at just 
about any type of store including gas stations. Again, 
the price may be tempting, and the type of tree may be 
desirable, but if the specimen looks like it’s been run 
over, bent, stepped on, and drug behind a tractor, you 
don’t want it. 

Look over the plant carefully. This includes the 
roots as well as the top. 

Trees should have a single leader. That means 

"You could offer me all 
the silver maples and ash 
trees in the state, free of 
cost, and I still wouldn't 

take them." 

■ 

one stem going straight up. All too often, you’ll find 
specimens with two or more leaders. In the produc¬ 
tion nursery, they prune the plants to control height 
and encourage branching. Unfortunately, that usually 
means two or more tops. 

While you may think you’re getting more for your 
money, you’re not. In fact, you’ll end up with a plant 
that grows fast, and then breaks in half during an ice, 
snow, rain or windstorm. Even if the tree is the hard¬ 
est sugar maple or white oak, you can still end up with 
split trunks. 

If you have no other choice, fortify yourself with 
whatever works for you, and cut one of the tops out 
of the tree. The tree may look slightly misshapen, but 
it will heal and branches will start growing in on that 
side. 

Cut smoothly and at an angle away from the 
other leader. Sure, there will be a slight crookedness to 
the stem, but over the next 10 years, you won’t see it. 
Can’t do it yourself? Ask the nursery or garden center 
owner to do it. 

Branches, or scaffolds, should be in all directions. 
If you looked at the tree from the top, it should be 
slightly circular with a single leader 

Carefully lift the plant out of the pot. The roots 
should be white and not dark colored. Hopefully, 
they won’t be circling the pot. If both conditions ex¬ 
ist, avoid the plant. Otherwise, you’re starting from 
scratch. 

Mulch the plant with no more than two to four 
inches of wood chips or hark. The standard line is “out 
to the drip line of the tree.” Plants respond better to at 
least a five to six foot diameter. If the drip line is wider, 
that’s even better. Keep the hark away from the trunk. 

Water your tree thoroughly throughout the sum¬ 
mer and next year. We might get enough rain; we 
might not. Water slowly so it soaks in, but don’t over¬ 
water. Once every week or two should be enough. 
Don’t automatically assume the tree is well rooted 
after just one season. Check the soil regularly for soil 
moisture. 

And it all goes well, your “woody” children will 
live as long as your true ones. ■ 

David Robson is an Extension Educator, 

Horticulture, at the Springfield Extension 

Center, University of Illinois Extension, 

P.0. Box 8199, Springfield, IL 62791. 

Telephone: 217-782-6515. 

E-mail: drobson@uiuc.edu. 
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HARNESS YOUR TRACTOR'S 
POWER TO ELIMINATE 
UGLY BRUSH PILES! 

Get a FREE DVD and Catalog 
with complete details including model specifications, low, 
factory-direct prices, and our 6-Month Risk-Free Trial guarantee. 

£ELEL 1-888-213-1201 
Or visit: www.DRchipper.com 

TRANSFORM UP TO 45 HP OF 
TRACTOR POWER INTO RAW 
CHIPPING POWER! 
The 3-Point Hitch DR® CHIPPER is as 
rugged as your tractor! It devours 
branches up to 4-1 /2" thick as fast as you 
can feed them in! 

EXCLUSIVE SELF-FEEDING 
MODELS UP TO 18 HP, TOO! 
Only DR® offers powerful, self-feeding models 
for homeowners. Self-feeding means you 
don’t need to force-feed branches through. 
Just drop most branches up to 5-1 /2" thick in 
the hopper and walk away to get the next one. 
There’s no faster, easier way to rid your 
property of unsightly brush piles! 

"TRASH" TO "TREASURE"! 
Our Professional-Power DR® CHIPPERS 
transform big, ugly brush piles into 
mountains of wood chip mulch...perfect for 
dressing up your landscaping! 

3-Po'mt hitch, top-discharge 

CHIPPER shown here. 

CENTRAL 
WINDPOWER CO. 
Reduce electric bills 

Enjoy years of 
“worry-free” power 

Rugged and Reliable 
Small Wind Turbines 

by World’s leading 
manufacturer of 

small wind turbines: 
Bergey Windpower 

5 Year Warranty 

☆ Sales & Installation: ☆ 
CENTRAL WINDPOWER CO. 

540 Coultas Rd., 
Winchester, IL 62694 

Tel: 217-742-3186 
Fax: 217-742-5202 

Email: Lashcon@verizon.net. 

“Everything on Earth belongs to princes, 
except the wind. ” — Victor Hugo 

NEW SPORTS TECHNOLOGY 

New lure’s catch rate may be too high for 
some tournaments. 

Out-fishes other bait 19 to 4 
in one contest. 

Uses aerospace technology to 
mimic a real fish. 

ORLANDO, FL— A small company in 
Connecticut has developed a new lure that 
mimics the motion of a real fish so realisti¬ 
cally eight professionals couldn’t tell the dif¬ 
ference between it and a live shad when it 
“swam” toward them on retrieval. The design 
eliminates wobbling, angled swimming and 
other unnatural motions that problem other 
hard bait lures. It swims upright and appears 
to propel itself with its tail. 

Curiously, the company may have 
designed it too well. Tournament fishermen 
who have used it said it’s possible officials 
will not allow it in contests where live bait is 
prohibited. They claim it swims more realis¬ 
tically than anything they have ever seen. If 
so, that would hurt the company’s promo¬ 
tional efforts. Winning tournaments is an 
important part of marketing a new lure. 

Fish would probably prefer to see it 
restricted. I watched eight veteran fishermen 
test the new lure (called The KickTail®) on a 
lake outside Orlando FL for about four hours. 
Four used the KickTail and four used a com¬ 
bination of their favorite lures and shiners 
(live bait). The four using the KickTail caught 

41 fish versus 14 for the other four. 
In one boat the KickTail won 19 to 
4. The KickTail also caught bigger 
fish, which suggests it triggers larg¬ 
er, less aggressive fish to strike. 

The KickTail’s magic comes 
from a patented technology that 
breaks the tail into five segments. 
As water rushes by on retrieval, a 
little-known principle called aero¬ 
nautical flutter causes the tail to 
wag left and right, as if the lure 
were propelling itself with its tail. 
Unlike other hard baits, the head 
remains stationary—only the tail 
wags. A company spokesman told 
me this. 

"Marine biologists will tell you that the 
more a lure swims like a real fish, the more 
fish it will catch. Well, the only live thing 
the KickTail doesn’t do is breathe. It’s 
always swimming wild and free. Fish can’t 
stand it. We’ve seen fish that have just eaten 
go for the KickTail. It’s like having another 
potato chip.” 

Whether you fish for fun or profit, if 
you want a near 3 to 1 advantage, I would 
order now before the KickTail becomes 
known. The company even guarantees a 
refund, if you don’t catch more fish and 
return the lures within 30 days. There are 
three versions: a floater, a diver and a 

Swims with 
its tail. 

■ 

   
New lure swims like a real fish—nearly triples 
catch in Florida contest. 

“dying shad” with a weed guard. Each 
lure costs $9.95 and you must order at 
least two. There is also a “Super 10-Pack” 
with additional colors for only $79.95, a 
savings of almost $20.00. S/h is only 
$7.00 no matter how many you order. 

To order call 1-800-873-4415 (Ask for 
item # kts), or click www.ngcsports 
.com/gear anytime or day or send a check 
or M.O. (or cc number and exp. date) to 
NGC Sports (Dept. KT-1303) 60 Church 
Street. Yalesville, CT 06492. CT add sales 
tax. The KickTail is four inches long and 
works in salt and fresh water. 

KTS-8H © NGC Worldwide, Inc. 2008 Dept. KT-1303 
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S Summer's Top 10 Tips for Saving Energy 

Follow a few basic tips and you'll notice improved comfort and lower bills 

Whew! It is getting warm outside. I guess that’s 
pretty normal for this time of year. And this is 

just the beginning. We’ve still got the hottest part of 
the summer to sweat through. 

Since this is the peak time for electricity use, 
I thought it would be a good time to review some 
tried and true ways to keep that cool air inside your 
house and to cut down on your electric bills. 

Here are my top 10 tips for the summer: 

1. Make sure an authorized HVAC dealer has 
serviced your air conditioner for the cooling 
season. Keep the filters changed monthly. 

2. Install ceiling fans and use them along with 
your air conditioner this summer. You may ac- 
tually be able to lower your thermostat a few 
degrees and utilize the ceiling fans to move air 
throughout the house. 

3. Install aftermarket radiant barrier roof decking 
products in your existing homes. New products 
have been created to make this possible. In the 
past, the products were primarily for new home 
construction. 

4. If your water heater doesn’t 
have a foam-insulated tank, 
install a water heater blanket. If 
your water heater is located in¬ 
side your house, the blanket will 
reduce unnecessary heat gain 
into your home from the unit. If 
your heater is in the garage, the 
blanket will help prevent the 
water heater from heating your 
garage and neighbor’s yard this 
winter. 

Shade helps. Install patio covers, awnings and 
solar window screens to shade your home from 
the sun. For additional future savings, use 
strategically planted trees, shrubs and vines to 
shade your home. Always call JULIE (simply 
call 811 or 800-892-0123) before you dig to 
plant trees. 
6. Summer is guaranteed to heat up that attic. 

Did you know that during the summer your 
attic can get hotter than the desert? To keep 
that good old summer heat from toasting your 
house and draining your pocketbook, let’s add 
cellulose insulation NOW. If you have fiberglass 
insulation or less than nine inches of cellulose 

"It's a good time to 
review same tried and 
true ways to keep that 

coal air inside your 
house and to cut down 
on your electric bills." 

5. 
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insulation in your attic, install additional cellu¬ 
lose insulation until you have at least 12 inches. 
Why cellulose, you ask? Simply put, cellulose, 
which is made from recycled newspapers, is 
sound proof, fire resistant, insect resistant and is 
the best choice for attic insulation. Not to men¬ 
tion it will make your home more comfortable. 

7. If at all possible, inspect all ductwork for leaks. 
You can do this by turning the thermostat to 
“fan on.” Dampen your finger and move it 
along your ductwork and feel for leaks. Start 
at the unit and go to the end of each section 
of duct. And if you are working in the attic, 
please remember to be careful so that you don’t 
fall through the ceiling. Many serious accidents 
occur while working in attics! Or you can have 
your ductwork checked by a qualified HVAC 
contractor and they can also make any needed 
repairs for you. 

8. Use compact fluorescent lights instead of in¬ 
candescent lights. By simply replacing a 100- 
watt incandescent bulb with a 27-watt compact 
fluorescent light you can save about $30 in 
energy costs over the life of the bulb. Now, let’s 
see - $30 times four bulbs equals $120 saved. 
Duh - No-brainer! Oh, and they aren’t as hot. 
Remember that an Easy-Bake oven used a light 
bulb. 

9. Weather-strip, seal and caulk leaky doors and 
windows and install foam gaskets behind outlet 
covers. Look for spaces where plumbing comes 
through the floors or walls and seal those. In 
other words, if there’s a space where air can get 
in, caulk it, caulk it, caulk it! 

10. Unplug or recycle that spare refrigerator in the 
garage if you don’t really need it. This will save 
you up to $150 per year! 

I hope you’ll consider making some of these 
basic improvements. If you do, you’ll notice the dif¬ 
ference in the improved comfort of your home and 
the size of your utility bills. ■ 

Doug Rye, a licensed architect living in 
Saline County and the popular host of the 
“Home Remedies” radio show, works as 
a consultant for the Electric Cooperatives 
of Arkansas to promote energy efficiency 
to cooperative members statewide. To 
order Doug’s video, call Doug at 1-888- 
Doug-Rye. More energy-efficiency tips 
can also be found at www.ecark.org. 





Securing the Promise 
of Renewables 
Since the 1970s, elec- 

trie co-ops have been 

actively engaged in pro¬ 

moting renewable energy 

resources like wind, solar, 

hydropower and biomass 

(including landfill gas, 

livestock waste, timber by¬ 

products and crop residue). 

Today, nearly 90 percent 

of the nation’s 900-plus 

electric co-ops provide 

electricity produced by re¬ 

newable sources, all playing 

a key role in powering rural 

America while increasing 

our nation’s energy inde¬ 

pendence. 

“Renewable energy 

makes up approximately 11 

percent of all co-op kilo¬ 

watt-hour use (10 percent 

hydro and one percent 

non-hydro), as compared to 

nine percent for the nation’s 

entire electric utility sec¬ 

tor,” says Kirk Johnson, Vice President 

of Environmental Policy at the Na¬ 

tional Rural Electric Cooperative As¬ 

sociation (NRECA), the Arlington, 

Va.-based service arm of the nation’s 

900-plus consumer-owned, not-for- 

profit electric cooperatives. 

The Electric Power Research 

Institute (EPRI), a non-profit, util¬ 

ity-sponsored organization whose 

members include electric co-ops, 

released a study in 2007 outlining a 

seven-step plan for how U.S. electric 

utilities could reduce carbon dioxide 

emissions to 1990 levels by 2030, 

while still meeting a 40 percent boost 

in electricity consumption. One of 

these measures includes increasing 

non-hydro renewable energy sources, 

primarily wind and solar, from 24,000 

MW to 94,000 MW by 2030. 

Sizing UpWind Power 
Wind turbines come in a wide range of sizes, although the basic 
technology remains the same: wind turns the blades, the blades turn 
a generator, and electricity is the result. Small turbines can meet most 
power needs of a small home, while the largest are being used to supply 

significant amounts of electricity to the grid. 

6-MW Turbine 
A German company is 
currently testing this 
behemoth, the largest 
wind turbine in the world 

100-kW Turbine 
The largest in the 
small-wind category; 
generates enough 
power for a school 
or commercial farm 

10-kW Turbine 
The average size 
for most single¬ 
home turbines 

1 ^-MW Turbine 
A commonly used 
model in wind farms, 
which often include 
hundreds of turbines 

100 feet 98 feet 213 feet 240 feet 

So, what needs to be done to 
enable a far greater use of 
renewable energy? 

Currently, 150 electric co-ops either 

own wind turbines or buy output from 

wind farms, most of which are located 

in America’s “wind tunnels”-the Up¬ 

per Midwest and Great Plains, as well 

as down the spine of the Alleghenies 

in the East. However, wind and solar 

power face challenges: transmission; 

intermittency and the need for ad¬ 

vancements in storage technology; and 

increased construction costs and delays. 

Overcoming these challenges is not 

impossible but will require strong leader¬ 

ship and investment from government. 

Challenges to Increased 
Use of Renewables 
• Transmission - Renewable re¬ 

sources are abundant in rural areas, 

but that also means they are located 

far from the concentrated power 

needs of cities and towns. To move 

electric generation from renew¬ 

able sources (i.e., wind farms), new 

transmission lines will need to be 

built to enable greater availability 

of renewable power sources. 

• Intermittency - Most renewable 

sources are intermittent: the sun 

doesn’t always shine, and the wind 

doesn’t always blow. Improved stor¬ 

age system technology would make it 

possible to store electricity produced 

by a wind turbine or solar system. 

When a storm cloud rolls up, stored 

solar power could be ready and wait¬ 

ing. Electric co-ops are studying 

ways to boost storage technology, 

although major breakthroughs have 

yet to be made. 
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Our Energy, Our Future 
A Dialogue With America 

• Increased Costs/Delays - Con¬ 
struction costs for power plants of 
all types are rising, and renewable 
sources are no exception. Three years 
ago it was estimated that a wind 
farm would cost about $ 1,000 per 
kW of capacity to build - today that 
estimate has doubled. In addition 
to increased costs, the skyrocketing 
demand for wind turbines has led to 
a manufacturing backlog of two years 
or more. For solar panels, costs for in¬ 
stallation and operation can run five 
times higher than a traditional coal 
plant of comparable size. 

New Renewable 
Energy Co-op Formed 

To help electric cooperatives fur¬ 
ther tap into renewable opportunities, 
a National Renewables Cooperative 
Organization (NRCO) was formed in 

February. Operations are anticipated 
to begin this summer. 

“Electric co-ops remain committed 
to an overall goal of fostering domestic 
energy independence while benefiting 
the environment and assisting rural 
economic growth,” concludes NRECA 
CEO Glenn English. “While no single 
approach or policy is appropriate for 
every co-op, we see renewable genera¬ 
tion as an important part of our future. 
It will not be easy, but it is needed.” 

You Can Help 
Electric cooperatives are also asking 

Congress to seek out balanced solutions 
to energy and climate change. NRECA 
has introduced a public campaign, “Our 
Energy, Our Future: A Dialogue With 
America,” to ensure that the voice of 
cooperatives and their consumer-mem¬ 
bers is heard as debates over energy and 
climate change legislation rage in state 
legislatures and Congress. 

For more information about this 
campaign, visit www.ourenergy.coop. 

Sources: National Rural Electric Cooperative As¬ 

sociation, Electric Power Research Institute, U.S. 

Department of Energy. Jennifer Taylor mites on 

consumer and cooperative affairs for the National 

Rural Electric Cooperative Association. 

Wind Power Conference 
Hosted by Illinois State 
University in June 

The Illinois Wind Working 

Group (IL WWG) is holding 

its second annual conference, 

"Advancing Wind Power in Illinois 

2008," on June 25-26, 2008. The 

conference covers all aspects of 

wind energy including small wind, 

community wind and large wind 

farms. Sessions will cover "how 

to's", policy recommendations, 

case studies and more. The 

conference brings to Illinois 

nationally recognized experts and 

local policymakers to discuss the 

means to encourage the growth 

of wind energy. An optional tour 

of Horizon Energy's Twin Groves 

Wind Farm is available for the 

evening of June 25. 

The conference will be held at 

the Interstate Center, Blooming¬ 

ton. More information about the 

organization and the conference is 

available at www.wind.ilstu.edu. 

The conference is hosted by Il¬ 

linois State University through a 

grant from the U.S. Department 

of Energy and designed by the Il¬ 

linois Wind Working Group, which 

consists of the key wind energy 

stakeholders from the state of Illi¬ 

nois. For more information contact 

David Loomis, 309-438-7979. 
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PINEST COOKING 

Hawaiian Sweet Bread 
6-1/2 to 7 C. flour 

3/4 C. mashed potato flakes 
2/3 C. sugar 
1 tsp. salt 
1/2 tsp. ginger 
3 eggs, beaten 
2 pkg. dry yeast 
2 tsp. vanilla 

1 C. milk 
1/2 C. margarine 
1/2 C. water 

1 C. pineapple juice, room 
temperature 

In a large bowl, combine 3 C. flour, potato 

flakes, sugar, salt, ginger and yeast. In a 

medium saucepan, heat milk, water and 

margarine until 120°. Add warm liquid, 

vanilla, pineapple juice and eggs to flour 

mixture. Beat with a mixer for 4 minutes 

at medium speed. Add 3-3-1/2 C. flour and 

stir by hand. Knead for 5-8 minutes. Place 

in a large bowl; let rise until doubled in size 

Punch down and divide into 3 parts. Form 

into 3 round balls and place in 3 greased 

round pans. Let rise until doubled. Bake at 

375° for 25-35 minutes. Remove from pan 

immediately. These loaves freeze well. 

Pork Chops with 
Scalloped Potatoes 

3 T. butter or margarine 
3 T. flour 
1-1/2 tsp. salt 

1/4 tsp. pepper 
14-1/2 oz. chicken broth 
1 C. shredded Cheddar cheese 
6 pork chops 
2 T. vegetable oil 
6 C. potatoes, peeled and thinly sliced 
1 med. onion, chopped 

In a saucepan, melt butter. Stir in flour, 

salt and pepper. Add the chicken broth 

and cook, stirring constantly until mixture 

boils. Boil 1 minute; remove from heat and 

set aside. In a skillet, brown the pork chops 

in oil; season to taste. In a greased 9x13- 

inch baking dish, layer potatoes, onion 

and cheese. Pour broth mixture over. Place 

pork chops on top. Cover and bake at 350° 

for 1 hour; uncover and bake until pota¬ 

toes are tender, about 30 minutes. 

Visit www.id.CDop to see an 

archive of past lllinnis Country 

Living recipes. 

Who: Family, Career and Community Leaders of Americl 

Cost: $15, plus $4-50 shippinl 

Details: Soft-backed, spiral-bounJ 

Pages of recipes: 37] 

Send checks to: Wilma Westerfield al 

303 S Pecan St., De Soto, IL 6292] 

Wfatefc. or call 618-534-1061 

Photos by Catrina McCulley Wagner 

From the Tried and True 
te the Very New 

Sloppy Joes (above) 
1 T. extra-virgin olive oil (1 turn 

of the pan) 

1-1/4 lb. ground beef 
1/4 C. brown sugar 
2 tsp. to 1 T. steak seasoning blend, 

such as McCormick brand 
Montreal seasoning 

1 med. onion, chopped 

1 sm. red pepper, chopped 
1 T. red wine vinegar 
1 T. Worcestershire sauce 
2 C. tomato sauce 
2 T. tomato paste 

4 Crusty rolls, split, toasted and 
lightly buttered 

Cheese slices (opt.) 

In a large skillet over medium-high heat, add oil and meat to the pan. Break up and 

brown the meat. Combine brown sugar and steak seasoning together. Add sugar and 

spice mixture to the skillet and combine. Add the onion and red peppers to the skillet. 

Reduce the heat to medium and add vinegar and Worcestershire sauce and simmer for 

5 minutes. Add tomato sauce and tomato paste. Stir to combine. Reduce heat and 

simmer 5 more minutes. Using a large spoon, scoop a pile of sloppy Joe meat onto a 

toasted, buttered bun. Serve with your favorite sides. 

Orange No-Bake Cookies 
3/4 box powdered sugar 
1 box vanilla wafers, crumbled 

1 stick margarine 

1 C. chopped nuts 

1 (6-oz.) can frozen orange juice 
1 can coconut 

Mix powdered sugar, vanilla wafers, margarine, nuts and orange juice together. Shape 

into balls and roll each ball in coconut. Yield: 1 dozen. 
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A Taste of Heaven 
Who: Murphysboro Christian Academy 

Cost: $10, plus $3 shipping 

Details: Hard'backed, three-ring-binder-bound 

Pages of recipes: 122 

Send checks to: Kim Brown at 
805 N. 16th Street, Murphysboro, 1L 62966 

or call 618'684'5083. 

Luscious Lemon Squares 
(right) 

2 C. all-purpose flour 
1/2 C. sifted powdered sugar 
2 T. cornstarch 
1/4 tsp. salt 
3/4 C. butter 
4 eggs, slightly beaten 
1-1/2 C. sugar 
3 T. all-purpose flour 
1-1/2 tsp. finely shredded lemon peel 
1 C. lemon juice 
1/4 C. half-and-half, light cream or milk 
Powdered sugar for dusting 

Preheat oven to 350°. Grease a 13x9-inch 
baking pan and set aside. In a large bowl, 
combine 2 C. flour, 1/2 C. powdered sugar, 
cornstarch and salt. Using a pastry blender, 

cut in butter until mixture resembled 
coarse crumbs. Press mixture into the 
bottom of a prepared pan. Bake for 18-20 

minutes or until edges are golden. Mean¬ 

while, in a medium bowl, stir together 
eggs, sugar, 3 T. flour, lemon peel, lemon 
juice and half-and-half. Pour mixture 
over hot crust. Bake for 15-20 minutes or 
until center is set. Cool in pan on wire rack. 

Cut into bars. Store, covered, in refrigerator. 
Before serving, sift powdered 

Crockpot Dilled Pot Roast 
3-3-1/2 lb. roast 
1 tsp. dill weed 
1/4 C. water 
1 T. vinegar 
Salt and pepper, to taste 
3 T. cornstarch 
1 tsp dill weed 
1 C. sour cream or plain yogurt 

Place roast in a slow cooker with dill 
weed, salt and pepper. Add water and vin¬ 
egar. Cook for 7-8 hours or until tender. 
When tender, take roast out and turn to 
high. Mix cornstarch and dill weed and 
add to the juice to thicken. Stir in sour 
cream or yogurt and serve with roast. 

Cheese Potatoes 
8 potatoes, peeled 
1 can cream of chicken soup 
1 (8-oz.) cm. sour cream 
1/2 stick margarine 
Salt and pepper, to taste 
2 C. shredded Cheddar cheese 

Boil potatoes until soft and cube. Heat 
cream of chicken soup, sour cream, 

margarine, salt and pepper on the stove. 
Mix with potatoes. Add Cheddar cheese. 

Cover and bake 350° for 30-45 minutes. 
Uncover the last 10 minutes. 

Berry Cheesecake Muffins (below) 
1/3 C. sugar 

1 egg 
3/4 C. fresh raspberries 
3/4 C. fresh blueberries 

1/3 C. butter, softened 
3/4 C. sugar 
2 eggs 
1-1/2 tsp. baking powder 
1 tsp. ground cinnamon 
1/3 C. milk 

Cream Cheese Filling: 
2 (3-oz.) pkgs. cream cheese, softened 
1 T. cold butter 

Streusel Topping: 
1/4 C. all-purpose flour 
2 T. brown sugar 
1/2 tsp. ground cinnamo 

In a large mixing bowl, cream butter and sugar. Add eggs; beat well. Combine the 
flour, baking powder and cinnamon; add to creamed mixture alternately with milk. Fill 

greased or paper-lined muffin cups half full. For filling, in a small mixing bowl, beat 
cream cheese, sugar and egg until smooth. Fold in the berries. Drop a rounded table- 
spoonful into the center of each muffin. For the topping, combine the flour, brown sugar 
and cinnamon in a small bowl; cut in butter until crumbly. Sprinkle over batter. Bake at 
375° for 25-30 minutes or until a toothpick comes out clean. Cool for 5 minutes before 
removing from pans to wire racks. Serve warm. Refrigerate leftovers. Yield: 1-1/2 dozen. 



Find A Grove 
A global genealogical effort 

by Jen Danzinger 

The overcast sky has opened and small snowflakes descend 
upon me on this early spring day as I wander amongst 

toppled headstones in a forgotten rural cemetery. Were it any 
other season, there may be no hope of finding what I came for 
as the weeds would stretch taller than the few standing monu¬ 
ments. Digital camera in hand, I capture each one and quietly 
repeat the family names to myself while searching for the one 
matching the e-mail print out in my pocket. I may look lost 
and sound like a madwoman, but I’m not. I’m a FindAGrave. 
com contributor. 

Find A Grave was built by founder Jim Tipton in 1995. 
Originally designed to catalogue the graves of famous people, 
the Web site evolved into a global cooperative effort to build 
a database of all inhabitants of cemeteries. Tipton has a 
dedicated team administering the site, but the information 
contained within is constantly updated by a network of volun¬ 
teers. According to the site, “thousands of contributors submit 
new listings, updates, corrections, photographs and virtual 
flowers every hour. The site simply wouldn’t exist without the 
350,000 plus contributors.” 

Find A Grave’s database of 22 million interments is 
completely free to search. Membership is also free and after 
completing a short form and logging in, one may add memori¬ 
als, update obituaries, leave virtual flowers, and add or request 
photos of headstones. 

People become a part of the Find A Grave community for 
many reasons. Mary Zabora of Baltimore, Md. explained “My 
father died when I was 19 and my first husband when I was 
27, and I wanted to put them on the site so they would not be 
forgotten.” 

Another member, Benjamin Warren of central Illinois 
found the site while doing a search for cemeteries around 

Bloomington-Normal. He says “I 
mostly use it to review cemeteries 
I’m interested in. I look up a specific 
cemetery that I’m going to visit to see 
if there are any famous grave sites or 
any grave markers that stick out.” 

Members who have volunteered 
their photographic services are sent 
an e-mail asking if they’d like to hunt 

This pile of broken headstones contains 

lost information about the inhabit¬ 

ants of the cemetery. Cataloguing the 

inscriptions of old stones that are still 

standing is an important way to com¬ 

bat the loss of genealogical treasures to 

vandals and natural forces. 
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Hunting for headstones can lead you to interesting places, such 

as this abandoned cemetery. Always be prepared to spend hours 

to find the plot you’re looking for. You never know what chal¬ 

lenges you will face, such as tall weeds, overturned headstones, 

or hard to read inscriptions. 

down a grave site in a nearby cemetery. For me, this is the ad¬ 
dictive part of being a contributor. It’s a great excuse to spend 
time outdoors and a challenge to find one particular head¬ 
stone in a sea of granite. While fulfilling photo requests I’ve 
travelled to parts of Illinois I had previously never investigated 
to help others find long lost relatives. 

If you decide to volunteer your time and digital camera 
to fulfill photograph requests here are a couple tips: First, wear 
comfortable shoes because you may have to walk through 
many rows of plots before you find the one you’re looking 
for. Bring a piece of chalk to help make the inscription on 
extremely old, weatherbeaten stones more legible in your 
photo. The chalk will gradually wash away in the rain. Finally, 
remember that not all cemeteries are on public property. If 
the cemetery you’re visiting is on or surrounded by private 
property, you will need to obtain permission before entering. 

If wandering cemeteries isn’t your style, you can contrib¬ 
ute by opening the daily newspaper and transcribing the day’s 
obituaries into the FindAGrave.com database. You’ll find that 
the names of those who passed no longer seem like strangers 
to you and you’ll never look at a cemetery quite the same way 
again. Most importantly, you’ll be doing a great service for 
those doing genealogical research. 



MARKETPLACE 

International Company looking for 
motivated individuals to be part of 
the next trillion $ industry. Product 
and business guarantee. 888-251- 
1538. 

First Street Restaurant Equipment 
used slicers, tenderizers, grinders, 
meatsaws, ss sinks, tables. New and 
used cooking equipment, pottery 
wheels and kilns. 2615 So. First, 
Springfield, 217-522-3934, 217-971- 
8592. 

Vacation Cabins-Ohio River, Shawnee 
National Forest, Elizabethtown, IF. 
Cedar Hill River Cabins, Ohio 
River National Scenic Byway, 
www.cedarhillriverresort.com. 

*-304-6319. 

Authorized rainbow distributor. 
Repairs, supplies and service, hiving 
air purifiers. F&F Distributing, 116 S. 
VanBuren St., Newton, IF 62448. 
618-783-3755. 

Midwest Bird and Animal Swap & 
Sale. May 25 and June 29 at Monroe 
County Fairgrounds, Waterloo, IF 
from 5:30 to Noon. 618-939-6809. 

Fiberglass corrugated, 26-inch wide. 
8-10-12 foot long. 8 ft.-$5. 12 ft.-$8. 
Farge supply, all colors. Dongola, IF. 
618-827-4737. 

Lake Weed and Algae Control. 
The Natural Way. No chemicals. 
Five bacteria, biological method. 
Proven product. Guaranteed results. 
Affordable. Controls all Aquatic 
Vegetation. Dissolves black muck 
and eliminates rotten egg odor. One 
application lasts 12 months-plus if 
applied early. 309-826-8444. 

Sick camper retrigerator? Specializing 
27 years in rebuilding cooling units. 
New and used units available. 
Camper repair. Crutcher’s RV, 
Cropsey, IF. 309-377-3721. 

Paying cash for older Falstaff, 
Hyde Park, Griesedieck, etc. beer 
signs Wurlitzer, Seeburg, Rockola 
jukeboxes, Fender, Gibson, Martin 
guitars. 636-566-6178 

Work Clothes- Save 75% on quality 
work clothes. 6 pants + 6 shirts 
$39.95 men’s jeans 5 pr $25.00. Fined 
work jackets $9.95 since 1968. 1-800- 
233-1853. Satisfaction guaranteed! 
www.usedworkclothing.com. 

Shawnee Cabins: Garden of Gods, 
Rim Rock, Pounds Hollow Fake. On 
scenic byway. Hike, fish, relax. Nice 
cedar decor, kitchen, air, satellite, 
everything provided but food. 
www.rimrocksdogwoodcabins.com. 
618-264-6036 

1 /WARM FRIENDLY t SAN GAM O N Failing Septic? 
V^FLOORS 

/''MjponoTx 
^[Radiant Floor Heating 

(217)971-8592' 

RADIANT 
uponor aqua pex tubing products 
for agricultural, commercial shop 
floors and homes 

■ FAX (217)483-7973 • Evening (217)483-3223 
John D. McMillan - Owner 

Don't Let'em Dig!!! 
Permanent Fix For Your Old Tired Septic 

Environmentally Friendly! No chemicals! 

..UA'-h 90 Dav Money Back Guarantee! 
www. Prolinewastewater. com (512)864-9002 

1 ——  "1 I l   RfifiST 1 
'KENTUCKY IFBBCATALOGUE 

^ufLolNGl5 1-859-745-0606 
In All 50 Stales, America's Best Buy. Since 1986! Kstbllild.COm 

*Hob2/12 

24\30x8 
30x40x8 
40x60x10 
50x60x12 
60x80x12 
75x80x14 

Isn't it Time 

for your Fun Place.. 

50 Year All Steel • 35 Year Deluxe Color Roof & Trims • 2/12 & 4/12 Models 
Farm • Church • Sports • Horse • Car • Plane • Home 

COMMERCIAL ♦ INDUSTRIAL • SHOP * FARM 

40 x 50 x 10 = $8,437.00 
40 x 60 x 12 = $9,362.00 

50 x 100 x 12 = $16,832.00 
60 x 80 x 14 = $16,956.00 

100 x 150 x 14 (M-1) = $45,820.00 
ALL SIZES MINI-STORAGE! 

CALL TODAY FOR BUILDING QUOTE! 
1 -800-509-4949 

www.accessiblet3LJilclings.com 

Central Illinois properties wanted: 
farms, land, gas stations, liquor stores, 
Victorian homes, B&Bs, motels and 
lake houses. We have buyers! Our#l 
Web site receives 2.4 million visits 
monthly! 12 annual catalogs reach 
250,000+! See our I57 brochure 
racks! Advertising in 1100 periodicals 
including Wall Street Journal! 
Realtor affiliates for Progressive 
Farmer & Ducks Unlimited! Call 
Broker Jerry Grodesky 217-386-4220. 
United Country Farm and Fake 
Houses, www.farmandlakehouses.com 

Do Stumps have you stumped? For 
free estimate call Rich Johnson 
stumpgrinding service in Taylorville. 
217-824-3427 

Wanted to buy: Standing timber. All 
species. Pay top price. Clear or select 
cut. Call 815-434-4141. 

Wanted: Indian artifacts of all kinds. 
Free appraisals. 309-543-3847 
evenings or leave a message. 

TIMBERLINE 1/2 LOG CABINS 
RANCH 

20 X 20 $15,900 
*1 20 X 30 $21,900 
I 20 X 40 $25,900 

Porch • Deck • I /2 Log • Pine • Finished Interior • 

Insulation • Crawl Space • I Door • 5 Windows 

—   2 STORY LOFT 
24X 24 $18,900 
24 X 32 $22,900 
24 X 40 $26,900 
30 X 40 $32,900 

Porch • Deck • 1/2 Log • Pine • 8 Windows • 

Crawl Space (Unfinished Interior) 

Any sizes available -finish yourself for even less 

CABIN HOMES & POLE BUILDINGS 
1-800-247-0241 

LOWEST COST 
Term Life Insurance 

Issue ages through 90 

AGE $100,000 $250,000 
45 9.63 17.33 
55 14.49 29.48 
65 29.70 67.50 
Rates figured on monthly cost for female non-tobacco users. 

ROBERT RAMLET 

(800) 933-6354 
TALIC FORM NO. 1-32207-198 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • May 2008 



Guest House Vacation Rental. 
Elizabethtown, IL. 2BR, 2Bath. 
Overlooking Ohio River. Near 
Garden of the Gods/Shawnee Forest. 
www.Hardincountybluehouse.com 
618-8760118. 

Wanted to buy: sassafras leaves, 
Mullein, wild cherry, Sumac, 
Blackhaw, other barks. Ginseng, 
goldenseal, other roots, leaves, herbs. 
Pricelist. 618-282-3267 

Two bedroom, furnished manufactured 
home, Sebring, Florida, 5 5-plus 
community, pool, clubhouse, 
owner deceased. Price reduced. 
618-869-2338 for pictures e-mail 
treasure2treasure205@yahoo.com. 

Waterfront vacation condo - Lake 
of the Ozarks. MM3, 2 bedroom, 
2 bath, sleeps 6, nice family complex, 
newly decorated. Contact owners: 
Spap62650@yahoo.com, 217-243- 
1199. 

Easy Fund Raising: Sell kids’ 
personalized books. Perfect gift 
for every child! Visit Web site 
www.nanaspersonalizedbooksfor kids, 
com. Call 217-487-7790 for free 
brochure. 

POLE BUILDINGS, BARNS & GARAGES 

LOFT BUILDINGS 
24 X 24 $10,500 
24X32 $13,200 
24 X 40 $14,900 
30X40 $16,800 
32 X 64 $24,900 

POLE BUILDINGS 
24 X 24 $6,400 
24 X 32 $7,800 
24 X 40 $8,700 
30 X 40 $9,900 
32 X 64 $16,800 
40 X 80 CALL 

CABIN HOMES & POLE BUILDINGS 
1-800-247-0241 

Prairie SkyCam - Innovative 
aerial photography for residential, 
businesses, real estate and more. See 
our Web site: www.prairieskycam.com 
or call 217-562-7222. 

Gulf Shores Beach Condo. 2BR/2BA/ 
WD/Pool/Elevator. On the beach. 
www.ourgulfbeachcondo.com 
636-477-1099 for more info. 

Custom saw-milling: Your logs cut to 
order on a wood-mizer saw-mill. One 
or more. Anna, IL. 618-833-5886. 

Wanted to buy: Standing timber, most 
species. Pay top prices. Call 217-285- 
2760. 

Whitetail deer for sale. Does, fawns 
(weaned or for bottle feeding). 
Makes great pet. Coop’s Creek deer. 
217-734-2845. 

“My Fishing Adventure!” Child 
catches big fish in personalized 
story. Visit Web site www.nanas 
personalizedbooksfor kids.com or call 
217-487-7790 for free catalog. 

How to place an ad: 

1) Type or print ad neatly. 

2) Count words. Cost is $30 for up to the first 20 words. $1.50 each 
additional word. Ads with insufficient funds will not be printed. 

3) Prepayment is required. Include check or money order with ad for 
amount due. Also include address label from Illinois Country Living 
or other proof of Illinois electric cooperative membership. Only 
members of Illinois electric cooperatives may place Marketplace 
ads. 

4) Mail to: Illinois Marketplace, P.O. Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708, 
by deadline. 

Deadlines: July issue - May 21; 
August issue - June 20. 

We reserve the right to reject any advertisement. Ads postmarked after 
the deadline will be placed in the next available issue. 

America’s Oldest & Largest Rare Breed Hatchery 
FREE COLOR CATALOG 

Over 140 varieties of Baby Chicks, Bantams, 
Turkeys, Guineas, Peafowl, Game Birds, 
Waterfowl. Also Eggs, Incubators, Books. 
Equipment and Medications. 

Call 1-800-456-3280 
(24 hours a day) 

Murray McMurray Hatchery, 
C132, Webster City, Iowa 50595-0458 
Website: http://www.mcmurrayhatcliery.com 

2 SEAT BIKE 
DRIVES LIKE A CAR 

• Easy to Pedal 
• Multi-Speed 
• 1, 2 & 4 Seaters 
• Optional Electric Motor' FREE BROCHURE 

1-800-974-6233 Ext. 9986 • www.4wc.com/9986 

RHOflDE/ CAR "ept: 9986 ■..12§.Rhi:)aties 9™ Hendersonville, Tennessee 37075 

30’x 50’X 10’ $8,950 
40’x 60’X 12’ $11,990 
60’x 100’x 12’ $23,485 
80’x 100’x 14’ $34,790 
100’ x 150' x 14’ $59,995 

Farm • Industrial • Commercial 
25 Year Warranty on Roof & Walls; 

Prices F.O.B. Mfg. Plants; 
Seal Stamped Blue Prints; 
Easy Bolt Together Design. 

PRICES INCLUDE COLOR SIDES 
& GALVALUME ROOF 

Arena Special 
(roof & frame) 

100’x 100’x 14’...$33,999 

(Local codes may affect prices) 

STEEL BUILDING SYSTEMS 
Fax: 940-484-6746 email: info@rhinobldg.com 

Website: http://www.RHINOBLDG.COM 

Toll Free 1-888-320-7466 

30-year perforation warranty 
Full technical support from start to finish 
Fully customized to meet your needs 
Factory-direct savings 

FUTURE STEEL BUILDINGS 
Do-It-Yourself Steel Buildings 

Ideal For: 
• Recreational Use 
• Boat Storage 
• Bunkie 
• Equipment Storage 
• Garage/Shop || 
• PWC/Snowmobile 

Our building consultants are ready to take your call 

ionn GOO 
Call Toll Free 
Today for a 

FREE! 
INFORMATION PACKAGE 

SA 

tCAlAPBc 
MID-AMERICA 
Pole Barn Co. 
30 x 50 x 10 Galvalume 

$7,700.00 
Price includes material, delivery, 

construction, factory trusses, screws 
Open M - F 8 to 5 

1-866-456-0959 
Price is subject to change without notice 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 





POND & LAKE LINERS 
Custom Sizes • Reinforced Material 

$.39/SQ. FT. or Less 
• STRENGTH • 

• COMMITMENT • 

• GUARANTEED CONTAINMENT • 

ADVANTAGE 
STEEL BUILDINGS, INC. 

For The Best Building Package 

At The Absolute Lowest Prices 
Call Today (877) 657-8335 

Or Go Online At 
www'. advantagesteelbuildings. com 

30x50x10 $ 6.290.00 

40x60x12 $ 8,975.00 

50x75x14 $13,547.00 

80x120x16 $32,133.00 

We Also Have Mini-Storage Packages 
All Sizes Including Climate Control 

180 DAYS 
SAME AS 

CASH CLASSIC 
Outdoor Wood Furnace 

100% thermostatically controlled. 
There is no safer, more convenient way to heat with wood 
Heat entire home, pools, hot tubs and domestic water. 
Exclusive Ripple Top®, HeatLock Baffle® Firebox 
Design for maximum efficiency. 
Easily adapt to new or existing heating systems. 

Options for Dual Fuel Ready models: 
LP, NG or Fuel Oil Burner. 

Find your nearest dealer at 

centralboiler.com 
800-248-4681 

Dealerships available in select areas. 
Loans provided by EnerBank USA (1245 E. Brickyard Rd., Suite 640, Salt Lake City, UT 84106) on approved credit, through participating Central Boiler dealers, for a limited 

time. Repayment terms vary from 18 to 78 months. 16.79% fixed APR subject to change. Interest waived if repaid in 6 months. 62008 Central Boiler ad4865 

Ask about our 
Pre-built Stock Models 

Design your own 
floorplan at no 

s' 'x charge! 

Visit our website at: 

designhomes.com 

[New Larger Delivery Areaf) 

Open Mon-Fri 9-5 pm, 
Sat 9-4 pm, Sun 1-4 pm 

1-800-627-9443 
Corporate Office: 

Prairie du Chien, Wl 53821 1-608-326-6041 (19 Models) 
2700 SE 16th St., Ames,IA 50010 1-515-233-9617 (7 Models) 

2570 Barnette Ave. Salix, IA 1-712-946-7000 (11 Models) 
7101 Hwy 61 S., Burlington, IA 52601 319-754-6100 (11 Models) 

3181 Joliet Ave., Missouri Valley, IA 51555 (5 Models) 
1180 E. Price St., Eldridge, IA 52748 (8 Models) 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING www.icl.coop 



DATEBOOK JUNE 
20-22, Long Grove Straw- 
berry Festival in Long Grove. This 
is the granddaddy of Long Grove’s sig¬ 
nature festivals, drawing close to 50,000 
visitors to the historic business district 
for the three-day event. It is considered 
one of the premier outdoor festivals in 
the Chicagoland area. The pleasures 
of summer are celebrated with “berry 
wonderful” strawberry-filled and inspired 
treats. 847-634-0888 www.longgroveon- 
line.com. 

21, Woofstock at Lambs Farm in 
Libertyville. Bring your pet, admission is 
free! Pet enthusiasts are sure to love this 
event dedicated to “man’s best friend.” 
Exciting activities take place through¬ 
out the day, culminating in the Canine 
Couture Fashion Show. Shop unique pet 
product and service vendors and even 
make crafts with your pooch! 847-362- 
4636 or www.lambsfarm.org/events. 

21, Galena Territory Garage 
Sale at the Marina Pavilion throughout 
Galena. 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. Featured as one of 
the largest garage sales in the area, proceeds 
will benefit the restoration of the Belden 
School, built in 1859. A plethora of “trea¬ 
sures” as well as many craft items will be 
available. 815-776-0433 or 815-777-4825. 

21, Shiloh Spurs Women in the 
Outdoors Event at the Henry White 
Experimental Farm in Millstadt. Select 
from a variety of classes including archery, 
bedding plants, basketweaving, tree ID, 
our changing weather and more. 618-632- 
8014 or www.womenintheoutdoors.org. 

1 3- 14, Blues on the Fox in 
Downtown Aurora by the Illinois Fox 
River. Each year the city provides top- 
notch Blues performers from around the 
country combined with all of the typical 
elements of a festival—great music, good 
food, beverages and Blues music ven¬ 
dors. All of this is offered in a beautiful 
and relaxed setting. 630-844-4FUN or 
www. b luesonthefoxaurora. 

Visit our Web site, www.icl.coop. 
24, Symphony Garden Tour in Rochester and Lake Springfield area. 
11 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. A beautiful topiary garden in Rochester will be featured and 
refreshments will be served. 217-522-2838. 

6-9, The 21st Annual Brocton Springiest Draft Horse Show in 
Brocton. Events will include a two-man cross-sawing contest, a parade, a redneck 
horseshoe contest, a kiddy tractor pull, antique tractors, an amateur horse and mule 
pull, Jonah Fish Fry, Battle Creek Band and more. 217-385-2450 or 217-385-2473. 

5/30-6/4, Sisters and 
Friends of Bloomington Fine Art 
Show at Ewing Cultural Center in 
Bloomington. 309-663-9395. 

6, Farmer’s Market in Elizabeth. 
Every Friday 3-6 p.m. through Octo¬ 
ber. 815-598-3138 or http://elizabeth- 
farmersmarket.com. 

7, Dandelion Wine and Fine 
Art Festival in Waukegan. Artists, 
music, poetry, Drum Circle and Lake 
County Art League Art Sale. 847-360- 
4740 or www.waukeganparks.org. 

12-15, The 30th Annual 
Superman Celebration in Metropo¬ 
lis. Come see a 15-foot Superman statue; 
the Super Museum; meet celebrities such 
as Ned Beatty, Allison Mack and Noel 
Neill, along with Comic Book artists and 
writers; enter the super costume contest; 
enjoy music, games and contests for kids 
and adults; a bike run; a car show; a car¬ 
nival and much more. 800-949-5740 or 
www.supermancelebration.net. 

1 3- 15, Naper Days in Na¬ 
perville. Explore Naperville’s rich heri¬ 
tage and enjoy a variety of food at the 
Taste of Naperville, listen to musical 
entertainment, see the bed races and 
participate in plenty of family activities. 
630-420-6010 or www.naperdays.org. 

14, The 2008 Garden Tour in 
Golconda. 618-683-9702. 

15, Father’s Day at Miller Park 
Zoo in Bloomington. 9:30 a.m. - 4:30 
p.m. Fathers and grandfathers who are 
accompanied by a son or daughter 
will receive free admission to the zoo. 
309-434-2243 or sohley@cityblm.org. 



2 1 -22, Happy Birthday 
Miller Park Zoo in Bloomington. 
9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Help the zoo cel- 
ehrate its 117th birthday! Visitors will 
enjoy free Papa Murphy’s pizza slices and 
birthday cake, free carousel rides, games, 
face painting by The Zoo Lady, up close 
animal encounters and more. This event 
is free with paid zoo admission. 309-434' 
2243 or sohley@cityhlm.org. 

28-29, Saybrook Freedom 
Festival in downtown Saybrook. 
Parade, fireworks, wine tasting, musical 
entertainment and many other activities. 
309-475-6951. 

28, Hunter Fuerste and His 
American Vintage Orchestra at 
Grant Park in Galena. 6-8 p.m. An 
authentic recreation of the big band era, 
the music of 1935 to 1945. Performance 
includes the hits of Glenn Miller, Tommy 
and Jimmy Dorsey, Artie Shaw, Benny 
Goodman, Harry James, Count Basie and 
many others. Music arrangements have 
been painstakingly transcribed from the 
original 78 records in an effort to get the 
vocals as accurate as possible. Event is a 
fundraiser for The Galena Foundation. 
Donations appreciated. 815-377-7070. 

28, Dimmitt’s Grove Neigh¬ 
borhood Association’s Day at 
the Vrooman Mansion in Bloomington. 
9 a.m. - 3 p.m. Enjoy house and gar¬ 
den tours, a luncheon in the Vrooman 
Mansion (includes a mansion tour) and 
historic walking tours. Mr. and Mrs. 
Abraham Lincoln will he here to cel¬ 
ebrate his 200th birthday. Music will be 
provided by the Thirty-Third Regimen¬ 
tal Band. There will be several vendors 
offering art, plants, crafts, face painting 
and other children’s activities. Antique 
cars will be parked around the mansion. 
oldstuff33@hotmail.com. 

28 - 29, The 29th Annual 
Fountain Square Arts Festival in 
Downtown Evanston. More than 250 
line artists show and sell their work to 
an audience of art aficionados and col¬ 
lectors. The festival is located on six city 
blocks amid restaurants, a bevy of coffee 
cafes, stores and hotels. Free admission. 
773-868-3010. 

M 

27, 28 cincl 29, Havana Catfish and Waterfowl Festival 
at Riverfront Park in Havana. Festivities start Friday at 3 p.m. Catfish cooking 
contest at 4 p.m., serving catfish and walleye. Live music 5-8 p.m. Saturday Cat¬ 
fish Tournament from 6 a.m. - 4 p.m. Festival 9 a.m. - 8 p.m., serving catfish and 
walleye. Live music 5-8 p.m. Sunday 10 a.m. Duck Calling and Goose Calling 
contests for prizes and trophies, serving catfish and walleye 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. Ex¬ 
hibitors, boats, ATV’s crappie equipment, rods and reels, duck calls, hunting and 
fishing equipment and raffles. Kids’ catfish pond, kids’ casting contests for prizes, 
kids’ catfish coloring contest with winner to go to national finals to win $5,000 
scholarship. 309-452-9646. 

28, The Third Annual Mechanicsburg Magic Car and Truck Show 
in Mechanicsburg. Awards will go to the top 50 Best of Show. Dash plaques will go to 
the first 100 cars. Other events include a 50/50 drawing, a flea market, carnival rides, a 
craft show, food and more. Fireworks at 9:30 p.m. 217-364-4888. 

To be considered for inclusion, please submit events in the format used above. Preference is given to events sponsored by non-profit 
entities. Submitting an event is not a guarantee of publication. Photos are welcome, but will not be returned unless a self-addressed 
and stamped envelope is provided. Events are subject to change, so please contact the event sponsor for confinnation. 

Deadlines: May 15 for August Events, June 15 for September Events Mail to: Illinois Datebook, PO Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708 
E-mail to: cwagner@aiec.coop 



Geothermal Systems 

More geothermal information is available at www.geocomfort.com. 

You can’t control the elements, 
but you do what you can to 
make the best of what’s handed 
to you. 

You demand the best in your 
equipment and in yourself. 

GeoComfort shares your values 
and respects your ideals. Our 
geothermal comfort systems 
harvest the earth’s stored 
energy and use it to heat and 
cool your home. GeoComfort 
geothermal systems: the perfect 
combination of technology and 
respect for the earth. 

R & H Plumbing & Heating, Inc. 
Altamont (618)483-6159 

Rightnowar HVAC 
Keenes (618)732-8268 

South Side Hardware 
Greenfield (217)368-2705 

Steffen Heating & A/C, Inc. 
Effingham (217)342-2062 

Stevens Heating & Air Conditioning 
Quincy (217)222-5220 

Weeke Sales & Service 
Okawville (618)243-5333 

Weidner Refrigeration, Inc. 
Divernon (217)628-3400 

Whitt Sales & Service, Inc. 
Farina (618)245-6404 

You work harder than most. 
You take care of your family as 
well as everyone else’s. 

Paxton (217)3 
Advantage Comfort Systems 

" ' '^379-6305 

Bratcher Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc. 
Bloomington/Normal (309)454-1611 

Brennan Heating & Cooling 
Jacksonville (217)245-7181 

C & K Heating & Cooling 
Lebanon (618)537-9528 

Climate Company, Inc. 
Breese (618)526-2135 

D & R Heating & Air, Inc 
Centralia (618)548-9090 

Davis Electric 
Rushville (217)322-6677 

Ernst Heating & Cooling 
Hamel (618)633-2244 

Fowler Heating & Cooling 
Marion (618)997-5288 

Henson Robinson Company 
Springfield (217)544-8451 

Home Appliance & Heating, Inc 
Kankakee (815)933-8211 

Jesse Heating & Air Conditioning 
Decatur (217)422-1744 

Champaign (217)352-8511 

Johnson Heating & A/C 
Kewanee (309)852-2610 

Kuchefski Heating & A/C, Inc. 
Danville (217)442-1454 

Mark’s Heating & Cooling 
Greenville (618)664-2499 

Neuhaus Heating & A/C 
Litchfield (217)324-2818 



ahead 

Lighter Bills=Brighter Days 
with SprintSpeed"' 

SAMSUNG 

Touchstone Energy® Cooperatives 
Co-op Connections® members 

on Sprint or Nextel monthly services. Sprint 

www.coopconnectionswireless.com \ 888-700-6721 

NEW Samsung Instinct 

Touchstone Energy' 
Cocpcratiw* Co-op Cimncctions Proj^ram 

Discount: Available only to eligible employees subject to employee discount pricing from Sprint Family members must be invoiced on the same account Discount subject to change 
acoor^. to company’s agreement with Sprint Discount applies only to monthly service charges. Taxes & Sprint surcharges still apply. May require 2-year subscriber agreement, up to 
a $36 activation fee/line, credit approval & deposit: $200 early termination fee/line applies. May not be combinabte with other offers. Other terms: Coverage not available everywhere. 
Offers not available in all markets/retail locations or for all phones/networks. Pricing, offer terms, fees & features may vary for existing customers. Other restrictions apply. Nationwide 

~f?nn?r?n(:* Nexte! National Networks reach over 262 and 274 million people, respectively. © 2008 Sprint Sprint and the logo are trademarks of Sprint Research In Motion, the RIM logo BlackBerry, the BlackBerry logo and SureType are registered with the US. Patent and Trademark Office and may be pending or registered in other countries - these and other marks of 
Research In Motion Limited are used under license. Other marks are the orooertv of their resoective owners. 


