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Order Toll Free: 

1-800-876 
Fax: 334-273-4088 

P.O. Box 709 
Montgomery, AL 36101-0709 
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You choose the selling price!... $11.00 ■ $12.00 ■ $13.00 
Earn up to 54% PROFIT 

Make someone happy with Gourmet Cookie Dough. This “no-risk" fundraiser will bring up to 54% PROFIT to 
your group! Available in 9 mouth-watering flavors, each 3 lb. tub bakes up to 96 delicious cookies. 

• Earn Up To 54% PROFIT • FREE Shipping on Qualifying Orders 

• No Extra Charge for Premium Flavors • Simply Scoop & Bake 

• FREE Brochures Information Package Available 

WT3LBi1.36KG! NETWraiBll#*151 

9 Irresistible Flavors: 

Chocolate Chunk 
Peanut Butter 
Oatmeal Raisin 
Sugar Cookie 
White Chunk Macadamia Nut 
Chocolate Chip 
Cookie with M&M’s 
Snickerdoodle 
Mint Chocolate Chip 

NET WT 3 LB 11.36 KG! 

‘ 

SAMPLE PROFIT CHART 
# of # of Tubs Sold 45% Profit 50% Profit 54% Profit 

Sellers Per Seller Sells for $11 Sells for $12 Sells for $13 

40 8 $ 1,600.00 $ 1,920.00 $ 2,240.00 

80 8 $ 3,200.00 $ 3,840.00 $ 4,480.00 

200 8 $ 8,000.00 $ 9,600.00 $ 11,200.00 

[ 400 8 $16,000.00 $19,200.00 $ 22,400.00 



WAKE UP AND SMELL THE BACON 
Illinois Bed and Breakfasts offer 
much more than just a place to sleep. 
Besides the historical value, you'll get 
a personal touch that hotels just can't 
offer. 
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=| Growing Up in the Co-op Family 
New President/CEO feels at home working for Illinois co-op members 

As the new President and CEO of the Association 
of Illinois Electric Cooperatives (AIEC), 

I am excited about the opportunity to serve 
this organization. I have received such a warm 
welcome. I am looking forward to meeting you and 
the employees and directors, who work on your 
behalf at our local electric cooperatives throughout 
the state. 

First, let me honor and thank Earl Struck for 
his exemplary service in leading the association 
for the past 12 years. Because of his hard work, 
strong leadership, and the commitment of his staff 
and employees, the AIEC is known and respected 
throughout the state and our national organization, 
the National Rural Electric Cooperative Associa¬ 
tion (NRECA). Earl’s commitment to rural Illinois 
and its residents was always his first priority, and it 
will be mine too. 

You and I have a lot in common. I love coun¬ 
try life and rural living. I like the people that enjoy 
farming and country living. I appreciate their 
character, values, hard work, and cooperation. 
I’m thankful for rural electrification. I have the 
same benefits that my city cousins have, but I get 
to enjoy the rural lifestyle. I am a member of an 
electric cooperative, Shelby Electric, and was the 
seventh generation in my family to farm the cen¬ 
tennial family farm. My wife, Tina, and I could 
have chosen to live anywhere when we married, 

but we wanted to live on 
the family farm. It’s located 
near Blue Mound, in cen¬ 
tral Illinois. We have three 
children, Grant, 21, Vicki, 
19, and Blake, 18. 

Following in the foot¬ 
steps of my ancestors, I 
strongly believe in the 
cooperative approach to 
living. I was probably 7 

or 8 years old when I went with my grandfather 
to take a load of grain to the elevator. I noticed 
that we bypassed our small town of Blue Mound 
and were headed toward Stonington. I asked 
why we didn’t take our grain to Blue Mound. My 
grandfather said, “At Stonington we own the 
elevator. Your great-grandfather and other farmers 
in the area helped construct that elevator and we 
cooperatively own and control that elevator.” 

"Following in the footsteps 
of my ancestors, I strongly 
believe in the cooperative 

approach to living." 

Today, we still market our grain through 
Stonington Cooperative Grain Elevator and buy our 
farm supplies from Corn Belt FS. And when we bor¬ 
row money, we prefer using the Farm Credit System. 
I learned at a young age how a cooperative operates 
and the importance of being part of a member- 
owned and member-controlled entity. As the 
electric utility industry changes with deregulation 
I believe the member-owned, member-controlled 
cooperative business model makes more sense 
than ever before. Because of Earl Struck’s leader¬ 
ship your elected leaders understood the wisdom of 
preserving local member control within the Illinois 
deregulation law. I believe it is our duty as co-op 
members to preserve local member control of our co¬ 
ops for the future generations of co-op members. 

You might already know that I was involved 
in public service. 1 spent six terms in the General 
Assembly — four in the Illinois House of 
Representatives, and two terms in the Illinois 
Senate, retiring in 1993 as the Senate’s Assistant 
Majority Leader. During those years, I worked 
hard to preserve rural values and was always an 
advocate for electric cooperative members. In 
fact, I was honored to receive the AIEC’s Public 
Service Award in 1996.1 can’t count the times that 
I worked with Earl Struck, and more recently, Don 
Wood, the AIEC’s Vice President of Government 
Relations, to draft bills for your benefit. I under¬ 
stand and respect your challenges. 

After my departure from political life, I worked 
at Hickory Point Bank and Trust, headquar¬ 
tered in Decatur. Along with chairing the Retail 
Banking Group, my role was business development, 
marketing, and community affairs. You can see why 
joining a fiscally solid and responsible organization, 
such as the AIEC, was paramount to me. 

Again, I’m thrilled to be here. Please call me 
if I can address your concerns or questions. Even 
if I don’t have all the answers, I can call on any 
number of capable staff members here at the AIEC. 
Remember, we are here for you. ■ 

Former Illinois State Senator N. Duane 
Noland is the new President/CEO of 
the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives, Springfield. 

The opinions and views of guest commen¬ 
tators are their own and may not represent 
those of the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives or the electric co-ops of Illinois. 



High Heating Costs Getting You Down? 
Let ClimateMaster Geothermal Heating and 

Cooling Systems Cure Your Pain 
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Check out 
these advantages 

Uses nature’s renewable energy 

Save up to 70% on heating costs 

Comfortable and quiet 

Clean and safe - no carbon monoxide 

Free hot water 

Tax credits in 2006 

Contact your local dealer for more information 
Anna 
Hartline Heating & Cooling 
618-833-6802 

Auburn 
Lonnie L. Winn Heating 

& Cooling 
217-438-1235 

Belleville 
Sigman Heating 

& Air Conditioning, Inc. 
618-234-4343 

Bloomington 
Custom Air Company 
309-828-8281 

SBC Heating 
& Air Conditioning Inc. 

309-661-4328 

Carbondale 
Jacobs Mechanical 

Services Inc. 
618-529-2989 

Champaign 
Lanz Heating & Cooling 
217-202-6858 

Damiansville 
Toennies Service Co. 
618-248-5130 

Decatur 
Air King, Inc. 
217-423-9949 

Galva 
Anderson Plumbing 

& Heating 
309-932-2875 

Gibson City 
GR Services 
217-784-4482 

www.climatemaster.com 

Marvel 
Lebeck Refrigeration 
217-229-4295 

Hume 
Snyder Plumbing, 

Heating, Air Conditioning 
& Electrical 

217-887-9068 

Normal 
Frost Cooling 
309-862-2571 

Onley 
Read’s Inc. 
618-393-4102 

Urbana 
Quality Plumbing, Heating 

& Air Conditioning 
217-328-5081 

Vandalia 
Hunter Appliance Heating 

& Cooling 
618-283-3224 

Waterloo 
Sigman Heating 

& Air Conditioning, Inc. 
618-234-4343 

CL/MATEMASTER 
Quality Geothermal Heating, Cooling and Hot Water 
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How to Avoid Killing a Lineman A snowstorm knocks out power for miles in every 

direction. So you fire up your portable generator 
and plug it in. The lights go on again. But down 
the road your neighbor, who’s a lineman for your 
local electric co-op, is working on a downed pole 
and line. 

The line was dead a minute ago. He had no 
way of knowing that the small generator you just 
plugged in is now sending 120 volts back through 
the transformer, which raised it to 7,200 volts. He 
picks up the conductor and instantly he is dead in 
his tracks. It’s a tragic accident, one that has hap¬ 
pened before, but could easily be prevented. 

It is a great idea to be prepared for extended 
outages and a generator could be part of your 
emergency plan. “But if you use a standby 
generator, make sure a transfer safety 
switch is used, or connect lights and 

appliances directly to the generator output through 
an isolated circuit before you operate it,” says Molly 
Hall, Executive Director of Safe Electricity. “This 
prevents electricity from traveling back through 
the power lines. This back feed creates danger for 
anyone near lines, particularly crews working to 
restore power.” 

For more information on electrical safety, visit 
the www.SafeElectricity.org Web site. ■ 
A double throw transfer switch will isolate your generator from 
the power grid, preventing a dangerous backfeed and protecting 
your generator from being destroyed when power is restored. 
Contact your local co-op for more information. 

Jf JP 
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Energy Star® Products Save Dollars and Make Sense You’re probably familiar with the Energy Star 
logo, the blue label with the white star that 

appears on all types of electric products. The rating 
is important because it’s an easy way for consumers 
to immediately identify which products meet 
superior energy efficiency guidelines. You’ll find the 
logo on your air conditioner, cordless phone, TV, 
ceiling fan, and computer. In fact, it’s on electric 
products in 40 categories. 

Energy Star efficiency guidelines vary depending 
on the product. Here are some examples of stan¬ 
dards for the program: 

Qualified refrigerators must be at least 15 
percent more efficient than minimum 
federal standards require. 

Qualified TVs must use 3 
watts of power or less when 
turned off, compared to the 
average TV that uses nearly 6 
watts. 

Office equipment must have “sleep” capabilities, 
or enter a low-power mode after periods of 
inactivity. 

Qualified furnaces must be 15 percent more 
efficient than minimum federal standards require. 

Qualified light bulbs must use two-thirds 
less energy than a standard light bulb and meet 
additional guidelines. 

Products currently under evaluation for 
the Energy Star program include commercial 
dishwashers, external power supplies, and batteries 

for small appliances and power tools. There is 
even talk of including water heaters in the 

program at some point. 
To learn more about the Energy 
Star program, or to see what 

products qualify, visit 
www.energystar.gov or call 
their toll-free hotline at 
(888) STAR-YES. ■ 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



World's 
largest selling 
mini-amplifier. 

Millions 
served since 

1996! 

Mail In or Call 

Order Before May 1, 2006 And You Will Receive A One Year 
Supply Of FR Batteries For Your Device (a $50+ Value).* 

*Coupon good for FREE Batteries will be sent with your order. 

800-374-5959, Ext. 645 
Convenient Home Delivery! 

www.crystalear.com 

CRYSTAL EAR; 
THE SOUND SOLUTION 

Crystal Ear Classic 30-DAY Risk-Free Trial Request Form 

□ YES! Please send me Crystal Ear Classic® for a 30-DAY HOME TRIAL. 

□ Left Ear □ Right Ear □ Both 

Name (PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY) 

Address 

City, State, Zip 

Telephone Number 

Crystal Ear Classic is only $299 per unit, plus $19 95 for shipping and order processing. Send 

check or money order for $318.95 for one, $617.95 for both (FLORIDA RESIDENTS 0NIY: add 

sales tax, $341.28 for one, $661.21 for both.) To pay by credit card, call 1-800-374-5959, ext 645. 

Complete, detach & mail with risk-free payment to: 

Crystal Ear, PO. Box 17350, Tampa, FL 33682-7350 

Get Back Into Life! We Make It Easy! 
Be in-the-know during visits, meetings, church, parties, watching TV and more. 

Crystal Ear Classic fits comfortably in your ear canal and is almost invisible. It is the 
hearing equivalent to non-prescription reading glasses. 

Immediate Solution Delivered Right To You! 
NO tests, or office visits are required. Simply call 800-374-5959, ext. 645 or mail in your order\ 

This Economical Solution May Be All You Need! 
Try Crystal Ear Classic WITHOUT RISK see how staying in the swing of things changes your life. Enjoy 
being connected to life for 30 days. If it isn’t for you, just return it 30 days from the date you received it for a 
full refund minus shipping and order processing of $19.95. Crystal Ear Classic will save you time, hassle 
and thousands of dollars. Don’t hesitate! Call or mail in your request for a FREE trial today! 



iPods Changing Music and Broadcasting Do you remember the red AM transistor radio your Aunt Martha gave 
you for your birthday in 1968? Next came FM, eight track tapes, Sony 

Walkman cassette players, and lately CD players. All that technology is 
ancient history in today’s fast moving tech world. Today everyone wants an 
Apple iPod. 

The newest iPods hold up to 15,000 songs, 150 hours of video, fulhcolor 
album art, and up to 25,000 photos. And they’re considerably thinner and 
smaller than the transistor radios of yesteryear. 

Unlike radio, where listeners are slaves to a someone else’s song selection, 
iPods hold music you’ve selected. You can download music from a variety of places, 
such as Apple’s iTunes online music store or your CDs. 

For those of you who are talk radio fans, or even dreamed of being the next Rush 
Limbaugh or A1 Franken depending on your political persuasion, now you can jump on 
the podcasting bandwagon. A podcast is simply an audio file you download from the Internet. To 
become a podcaster, all you need is a computer, a microphone, and something to say. What you don’t need is an FCC 
license. To learn more go to www.ipodder.org, www.podcastalley, or www.itunes.com. 

Transforming Illinois Coal Into Synthetic Natural Gas Peabody Energy has entered into 
a memorandum of understanding 

with ArcLight Capital Partners, LLC 
to develop a commercial-scale coal 
gasification project in Illinois. The 
initial project would be designed 
with ConocoPhillips “E-Gas(TM)” 
Technology, featuring an oxygen- 
blown gasification system. 

The plant would be one of the 

largest coal-to-natural-gas plants in 
the United States and would be sited 
in Illinois. Peabody would develop a 
coal mine to fuel the plant using its 
Illinois Basin reserves. 

The project would require at least 
3 million tons of coal per year to fuel 
two gasifier trains that could produce 
more than 35 billion cubic feet of 
synthetic natural gas. 

Gasification has been used for 
the refining, chemical, and power 
industries for 50 years. The “E-Gas” 
process would combine a coal-water 
mixture with oxygen and steam to 
produce a synthesis gas (syngas). 
The gas is then further upgraded at 
the site to produce pipeline-quality 
natural gas. ■ 

Co-ops Count on Coal-Generated Power Coal continues to be the main source of electrical generation for utilities. 
For electric cooperatives and their member-owners, it fuels 80 percent of 

the electricity generated; Nuclear power accounts for 13 percent and natural 
gas accounts for 7 percent. Nationally, coal accounts for 50 percent of all 
generation capacity. Nuclear accounts for about 20 percent, natural gas for 18 
percent, and hydropower for 7 percent. 
Source: NRECA & Energy Information Administration ■ 

Agricultural and Rural Business 
Grants and Loans Do you want to save energy and improve your bottom line? Find out how to 

apply for and receive grants and loans for energy efficiency projects at the 
Energy Solutions Workshop sponsored by the Illinois Electric Council, United 
States Department of Agriculture (USDA), and the Illinois Department of 
Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO). The workshop will he held 
Wednesday, February 15, at the Keller Conference Center in Effingham. It will be 
repeated Thursday, February 16, at the Holiday Inn in Normal. 

You will learn about eligible energy efficiency and renewable energy projects 
and grant and loan opportunities. The low-cost program will run from 9:00 a.m. 
to 3:00 p.m. and lunch will be provided. For details go to www.IECouncil.org. ■ 

Singles in 
Agriculture Divorced, widowed, and single 

individuals with an agriculture 
background or profession are meeting 
February 23-26 in Peoria, 111. for the 
20th National Singles in Agriculture 
Convention. Singles in Agriculture is 
a non-profit organization chartered in 
1986 that strives to build new friend¬ 
ships and relationships for all ages of 
individuals across the country. The 
organization publishes a newsletter 
and directory three times a year that 
lists names, addresses, and 50-word 
essays about its members who choose 
to correspond with each other. Call 
(815) 947-3559 for more information 
about Singles in Agriculture and the 
national convention. Visit singlesinag. 
org for more information about the 
organization and the Illinois chapter. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



OTo decrease the risk of burn or electrical shock for 
small children: 
A Keep small appliances out of reach. 
B Avoid using extension cords when 

children are present. 
C All of the above. 

To use extension cords safely in your home: 
A Replace worn extension cords with 

new ones. 
B Run cords through and around doors and 

windows, so you won’t trip on them. 
C Duct tape them to the floor. 

© If an electrical appliance falls into the water, the first 
thing to do is: 
A Unplug it, then take it to a service center. 
B Call 911, then take it to a service center. 
C Take it out quickly, and take it to a 

service center. 

When buying an extension cord: 
A Get one at least 25 feet long. 
B Make sure it has three prongs. 
C Choose one based on how it will be used. 

If your electrical outlet is hot to the touch: 
A Increase the size of the fuse. 
B Unplug all appliances and have the wire 

checked as soon as possible. 
C Wrap it with duct tape. 

If you don’t know what size bulb to use in a lamp: 
A Use a 25-watt bulb. 
B Use a 60-watt bulb. 
C Check with the manufacturer. 

w} The UL Mark on a product means: 
A The product will perform to your 

expectations. 
B The safety of a sample of the product 

has been evaluated by UL. 
C The government has tested and 

approved the product. 

OWhen you need to use a three-pronged plug and you 
have only a two-pronged extension cord, you should: 
A Break off the third prong. 
B Use the appliance with one prong 

exposed, keeping your hands dry. 
C Avoid using the appliance until you can 

buy an appropriate extension cord. 

If you damage an electrical appliance, you should: 
A Assume it’s safe, as long as no electrical 

parts are exposed. 
B Have it checked by a qualified service center. 
C Duct-tape over any exposed electrical parts. 

A simple, effective way to protect yourself from serious 
shock hazards is to use: 
A Ground Fault Circuit Interrupters (GFCIs). 

1) C: Ail of the above. 
These practices will all help decrease the risk of injury to small children. Children 
may see cords as toys and play with them in ways that adults would never 
imagine. 

2) A: Replace worn extension cords with new ones. 
Hiding cords or running them around doors and windows can present a serious fire 
hazard; it is safer to have a qualified electrician install outlets where you need them. 

3) A: Unplug it, then take it to a service center. 
When an electrical appliance falls into the water, first unplug it. Then, take it to a service cen¬ 
ter to make sure there is no damage that could cause injury. 

4) C: Choose one based on how it will be used. 
Many cords are listed by UL according to their intended use. Some are listed for “general 
use,” which means they can be used for virtually any purpose. Ask your local hardware store 
dealer for help. 

5) B; Unplug all appliances and have the wire checked as soon as possible. 
If an electrical outlet becomes so hot that you can’t leave your hand on it, you need to consult 
an electrician. However, keep in mind, most outlets feel a little warm after use. 

6) C: Check with the manufacturer. 
Check to see if your manufacturer has specified which size bulb to use. All products Listed by 
UL are marked with wattage ratings. If no marking is available, do not use bulbs rated more 
than 60 watts. 

7) B: A representative sample of the product has been evaluated by Underwriters 
Laboratories for safety. 
The UL Mark tells you that representative samples of the product have met ULs rigorous 
requirements for safety. 

8) C: Avoid using the appliance until you can get an appropriate extension cord. 
Leaving the third prong of a plug open could expose you and your family to the threat of 
electric shock. 

9) B: Have it checked by a qualified service center before you use it again. 
Even if it functions normally, you should always have damaged appliances checked by a 
qualified service center. Be wary of older appliances, especially if you are not familiar with 
their history. 

10) A: Ground Fault Circuit Interrupters (GFCIs). 
These devices monitor the current flowing into and out of a product. If the product is receiving 
more electricity than it is giving back, the GFCI immediately cuts off the current. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • February 2006 
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Illinois bed and braakfasts offer 
mare than a place te sleep 
By Catrina McCulley Wagner 

The red hue of the rising sun 

bursts through the window 

and greets you like a child 

on Christmas morning. Rays of 

yellow and gold dance like fairies 

on the feather down comforter 

as you push it aside and stretch. 

The smell of fresh brewed coffee 

entices your senses as the faint 

sound of bacon sizzling serenades 

your appetite. 

Are you dreaming? Could 

this be true? Do vacations like 

this really exist? Well, they do if 

you stay at one of the many won¬ 

derful bed and breakfasts you’ll 

find right here in Illinois. 

Bed and breakfasts, unlike 

hotels, offer that home away from 

home comfort. And what’s even 

more appealing is that they are all 

unique. Some are filled with his¬ 

tory, while some are brand new. 

Some boast beautiful scenery, 

while some are located right in 

the heart of all the action. And 

there’s sure to be one that fits 

your needs. 

jilhii   ML 

Grand Rose Hotel Bed and 
Breakfast in 
Elizabethtown 

R JLVc 

esting on the 

bluffs of the 

►Ohio River, sits 

the beautiful Grand 

Rose Hotel Bed and 

Breakfast. This pre- 
Civil War structure 

was built in 1812 by 

James McFarland, an 

influential man of 

his day. He not only 

ran a successful ferry 

business, but he was 

also the settler of Elizabethtown and 

named it after his wife, Elizabeth. 

The hotel stayed in the McFar¬ 

land family until 1891, when they 

sold it to Sarah E. Rose, who had 

been an employee of the hotel for 

seven years. Rose changed the name 

from the McFarland Hotel to the 

Rose Hotel. After she passed away 

in 1939, Rose left the hotel to her 

daughter, Charlotte Rose Gullet. In 

1989 the hotel was purchased by the 

Illinois Historic Preservation Agency. 

It underwent a $1.5 million dollar 

state-funded restoration, and in 2004, 

the Grand Rose Hotel was awarded 

to Robert and Sandy Vinyard, mem¬ 

bers of SouthEastern Illinois Electric 

Cooperative in Eldorado. Together, 

they’ve transformed it into an inviting 

get-away location. 

Walking up to the wrap-around 

porch of this quiet inn, one of the 

first things you’ll notice is the beauti- 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 
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Left: Karen and 
Walter Schwartz of 
Elgin, III., guests at 
the Rose Hotel Bed 
and Breakfast, enjoy a 
homemade breakfast 
prepared and served 

by Sandy Vinyard. 
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Below left: 
The Rose Hotel 
Bed and Breakfast 
in Elizabethtown was 
built in 1812 and has 
always been a hotel/ 
bed and breakfast. 

ful scenery. Tranquil and calm, the 

fresh air and the soothing sounds 

of the water gently hitting the lime 

stone bluffs next to the fairytale 

white gazebo takes you away. “It’s so 
beautiful out here. I just enjoy stand¬ 

ing on the porch, watching the boats 

go by. When I feel overwhelmed by 

everything I do here, looking outside 

reminds me why we decided to man¬ 

age this place,” says Sandy. 

The bed and breakfast boasts 

five beautiful bedrooms; a two-room 

suite and three regular bedrooms on 

the upper level; and a wheelchair ac¬ 

cessible bedroom on the main level. 

Each room has its own bathroom, 

television, DVD/VCR combo, coffee 

maker, refrigerator, and many other 

comforts you would find in your own 

home. “When we took this place 

over, I went through each room and 

made sure to include all the luxuries 1 

would want if I was away from home. 

We have several wineries nearby, so 

I even include chilled wine glasses 

in each of the refrigerators. I want 
guests to be comfortable with us,” 

Sandy says. 

Guests also get to experience a 

uniquely served home-cooked coun¬ 

try breakfast made daily by Sandy. “I 

serve breakfast dressed completely in 

an 1800s period gown. I love to see 

the expressions on the guests’ faces. 

When they check in, I’m wearing 

normal street clothes, but when they 

come down for breakfast, they are in 

for a surprise.” 

Sandy says, “There’s something 

here for just about everyone. If you 

like peace and quiet, you can just 

walk around and enjoy the historic 

town, or sit out at the gazebo and 

enjoy the scenery. There’s plenty of 

hiking, biking, and natural trails to 

enjoy. Plus, there are antique shops 

and several wineries. Some people 

enjoy fishing and boating around this 
area. The river is full of fish. It’s the 

perfect get-away for nature-lovers.” 

And there couldn’t be a more 

picturesque place to hold a wedding. 

“It has an historical appeal for the 

modern-day couple. We host many 

weddings in our gazebo. It’s a beauti¬ 

ful place for pictures. We can accom¬ 

modate just about anything a couple 

would want,” Sandy says. 

So, if you’re looking for a nice, 

quiet escape from reality, the Grand 

Rose Hotel Bed and Breakfast just 

may be the answer for your next 

retreat. For more information, call 

Sandy at (618) 287-2872, or visit the 

inn’s Web site, www.rosehotelbb.com. 
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Main Street Bed and 
Breakfast in Anna Union County is but a speck on a 

map, but it’s one of Illinois’ best- 
kept secrets. There’s something 

for everyone; historic sites, sports ac¬ 
tivities, wineries, antiques, parks, trails, 
and much more. And when you come 
to visit, you’ll probably want to make 
a weekend of it, so be sure to book 
a room at the Main Street Bed and 
Breakfast, conveniently located at the 
heart of the county. With two beautiful 
bedrooms, each with private bath¬ 
rooms; a living room; a fully equipped 
kitchen; a fireplace; and a seven-person 
hot tub, owners Larry Joe and Melody 
Keller are excited to share their home 
away from home with you. 

“We bought this house in 2000 
for our daughter, but she wasn’t ready 
for a house, so we decided to make it 
into a bed and breakfast due to the 
lack of places for visitors to stay in our 
area,” says Melody. Doing most of the 
work himself, Larry Joe, an employee 
of Southern Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
erative in Dongola, spent five years 
restoring the historic home. 

“The house sat vacant for nearly 
15 years before we bought it, so it 
needed a lot of work. The house was 
built in 1869, and it was important to 
us to keep some of the historic value 
in it,” Melody says. Larry searched and 
found doorknobs, hinges, wood, and 
many other things from other historic 
houses and used them in the bed and 
breakfast. Even the furnishings in the 
house are from the 1800s. 

Main Street Bed and Breakfast 
has only been open since October 
2005, but it’s already making quite an 
impression on visitors. “I keep a journal 
next to each bed so guests can write 
their thoughts. Many people write 
about their visit, what they did, and 
what they saw. I enjoy reading them. 
One visitor said, ‘We found a gem in 
the south.’ We worked so hard on this 
place and comments like that make it 
all worthwhile,” Melody admits. 

And guests looking for a quiet 
get-away will feel right at home. “We 
give our guests privacy. We are happy 

Photo by Jerri Schaefer 

to answer any questions they have, 
but they pretty much have the whole 
house to themselves. And in the 
morning, I make a big gourmet break¬ 
fast, which includes sausage-braided 
rolls, potatoes O’Brien, eggs, a fruit 
bowl, biscuits, orange juice, coffee, 
and tea,” Melody says. 

If you are interested in more in¬ 
formation about the Main Street Bed 
and Breakfast, contact the Kellers at 
(866) 883-1139, or visit their Web 
site at www.mainstreetbandb.com. 

Vrooman Mansion Bed and 
Breakfast in Bloomington Visiting the Vrooman Mansion 

is like stepping into the pages 
of a history book. This man¬ 

sion, which was constructed in the 
late 1860s, was the home of Julia and 
Matthew Scott, Jr., a couple whose 
family was very influential in the his¬ 
tory of our country. “Mr. Scott was a 
land baron, and eventually became 
president of the McLean County Coal 
Company, and owned a very profit¬ 
able lead mine in Galena, Kan.,” says 
Theora Stark, Assistant Innkeeper. 

Julia Scott had one sister, Letitia, 
who was married to Adlai Steven¬ 
son, former Vice President of the 

L . I 

United States. “And the Scotts had 
two daughters, Letitia (named after 
her aunt) and Julia (named after her 
mother),” says Stark. 

Letitia went on to marry Lt. Col. 
Charles Bromwell, who was a military 
attache under Theodore Roosevelt. 
Julia married Carl Vrooman, who 
served as Assistant Secretary of Ag¬ 
riculture under President Woodrow 
Wilson, and who later ran for public 
office, and then the U.S. Congress. 

When Matthew Scott died in 
1891, Julie Scott took initiative and 
became a respected businesswoman, 
before women could even vote. “She 
managed more than 8,000 acres of 
land, then became the president of 
the McLean County Coal Company,” 
Stark says. 

And Julia Scott loved to enter¬ 
tain. “After her husband’s death, she 
added on to the house by 60 percent. 
She wanted to be able to entertain 
1,000 people at once, which she did,” 
Stark says. Julia Scott was also a giv¬ 
ing person, “During World War I, Julia 
Scott allowed her entire house to be¬ 
come a hospital for injured soldiers.” 

Julia Scott died in 1923, and 
left the house to her daughter, Julia 
Vrooman, and her husband, Carl. “Ju¬ 
lia Vrooman was known for her bread 
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Left: Melody and Larry 

Joe Keller, owners of Main 

Street Bed and Breakfast 

in Anna, spent five years 

bringing this quaint 

Victorian house back 

to life. 
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Below right: Theora Stark, 

Assistant Inkeeper at the 

Vrooman Mansion, stands 

in front of the original oak 

table that was owned by the 

Scotts in the 1800s. Eleanor 

Roosevelt was often a guest 

at the mansion and enjoyed 

her meals at this very table. 

baking. She baked for the needy and 

taught them to bake, she baked for the 

Red Cross, and was requested to send 

bread to the Queen of England. She 

even was encouraged to share her bread 

recipe with Eleanor Roosevelt when 

she visited the mansion,” Stark says. 

Julia was born in the man¬ 

sion, and in 1981, at the age of 104, 

she also died in the mansion. “She 

and Carl had no children and she 

willed her estate to churches and 

charities. Luckily, through the years, 

we’ve been able to get some of the 

mansion’s original contents back,” 
Stark says. Among those things is 

the beautiful solid oak table that still 

sits in the dining room. “Guests who 

stay here are told that they are hav¬ 

ing breakfast at the very table where 

Eleanor Roosevelt sat. There is some¬ 

thing very thrilling about being that 

close to history,” Stark says. 

The mansion is now the prop¬ 

erty of Dana and Pam Kowalewski 

of Chicago Heights. “We bought the 

mansion in 2000. We just fell in love 

with it. It’s very unique and distinc¬ 

tive and all the wonderful woodwork 

is just so beautiful,” boasts Pam Kow¬ 

alewski. “The inn offers five rooms 

and a suite. There are four bathrooms 

between the five rooms, so 99 percent 

of the time our guests enjoy a private 
bathroom.” 

Stark adds, “The mansion also 

makes a great rental for weddings, 

receptions, showers, teas, anniversary 

parties, birthday parties, Christmas 

parties, and seminars.” But space is 

limited to functions of 100 people 

or less. “We’ve had brides who have 

rented the entire house for a small 

wedding. Their out-of-town guests 

stayed right here at the mansion the 

night before, and the wedding and 

the reception were held on the main 

level,” Stark says. 

Bloomington is also host to 

many wonderful events, with plenty 

of things to keep visitors busy. “I 

highly recommend that people visit 

the David Davis Mansion. It’s an¬ 

other 1800s mansion. It was built 

for David Davis and his wife, Sarah. 

He was a U.S. Supreme Court Judge 

and Abraham Lincoln’s campaign 

manager while he was running for 

president. In addition, guests can tour 

Mitsubishi Motors or the Beer Nut 

factory. We also have several wineries 

in our area, plus museums, theaters, 

and shopping. And in the summer 

there’s always the Shakespeare Festi¬ 

val at Ewing Manor,” Stark says. 

And of course one of the best rea¬ 

sons for staying at the Vrooman Man¬ 

sion Bed and Breakfast is the wonderful 

breakfasts made fresh daily. “Pam is a 

wonderful cook. And in the morning, 

our guests come down and gather at 

the table family-style. It’s a quaint and 

memorable experience,” Stark says. “In 

fact, several of the recipes we’ve made 

for our guests have been ones we found 

in Illinois Country Living magazine’s 

cooking section,” she laughs. 

If you’re interested in visiting 

the historic Vrooman Mansion Bed 

and Breakfast, call Theora Stark at 

(309) 828-8816, or visit their Web 

site at www.vroomanmansion.com. ■ 

For More Information For a complete list of Illinois 

bed and breakfasts visit the 

following Web sites: 

Bed and Breakfast Dot Com 
www.bedandbreakfast.com/ 
illinois.html 

Bed and Breakfast Network 
www.bedandbreakfast 
network.com/il.html 

Bed and Breakfast Inns Online 
www.bbonline.com/il/ 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • February 2006 



Dry Basements and Crawl Spaces 
Select and maintain the right sump pump for pur home 

"Never use an 
extension card to 

If you have a house with a basement or crawl 

space, you likely have a sump pump. From time 

to time, these pumps need to be replaced. Knowing 

what type of pump works best for your situation will 

keep failures, flooded basements, and other hazards 

to a minimum. 

There are two main types of sump pumps: 

pedestal and submersible. A pedestal type pump has 

the motor attached to the top of a shaft. The motor 

is not designed to be under water. A pedestal pump 

works well in small diameter basins. 

Submersible pumps are designed to sit in the 

base of the sump basin, below water level. These 

are more adapted to larger sump basins, and are 

typically quieter than pedestal pumps. 

Sump pumps usually come with an automatic 

on/off switch. A float switch is the most common. 

The float rises with rising water levels in the basin 

and the pump is started after the water rises to a 

certain level. 

To determine the size of pump you need, 

you must know: How much water will need to 

be pumped, how high the water will need to be 

pumped, and the length and size of pipe. Do not 

assume that having a large horsepower pump will 

be the best choice. A large horsepower pump in a 

small diameter basin will cause the pump to cycle 

frequently, shortening pump life. At the same time, 

you need a pump that will keep up with maximum 

drainage. Pump capacity charts 

are available through professional 

installers, pump manufacturers, or 

can be found on the Web. 

When installing a sump pump, it 

is usually recommended that a check 

valve be installed. This prevents 

water left in the outlet pipe from flowing back 

into the basin. Some valves can be attached to the 

sump pump itself, while others are placed farther 

up the outlet pipe. It the valve is not attached to 

the pump, it is recommended that a 1/8 inch air 

relief hole be drilled into the outlet pipe, between 

the valve and the pump. This prevents a condition 

called an air lock, where the pump will attempt to 

work, but cannot pump water. Be sure the air relief 

hole is placed so that any water that comes out of 

the hole will remain in the drainage basin! 

A dedicated electrical circuit should be used 

for the pump. Most pumps have a high-amp load 

when starting. Never use an extension cord to plug 

a sump pump into an outlet. 

To maintain a sump pump, periodically 

check the system. Make sure the float is free of 

obstructions. Observe the outlet to make sure water 

is actually being pumped. Listen for unusual noises 

when the pump is running. If the pump runs just 

a few months of the year, fill the basin with water 

and make sure the system is operating before its 

normal operation time begins. 

If a sump pump fails, and water gets into the 

basement, do not attempt repairs without first 

turning off the power to all basement outlets. To 

minimize long-term indoor air quality concerns, dry 

the areas affected as soon as possible. If flooding is 

severe or long lasting, dry wall, carpeting, and other 

materials may need to be replaced. 

If a quality pump is used that is properly 

sized, it should last three or more years, with 10 

years being reasonable, according to the U.S. 

Department of Housing and Development. 

When purchasing a pump, look for one that is 

built and tested according to Sump and Sewage 

Pump Manufacturers Association (SSPMA) 

specifications. 

For more detailed information on properly 

sizing a sump pump, get the fact sheet “Sizing Up 

a Sump Pump” from your local Extension office, or 

contact me at friend@uiuc.edu. ■ 

Duane Friend is a Natural Resources 
Management Educator at the University 
of Illinois Extension, Springfield Extension 
Center. Contact him at (217) 782-6515 or 
e-mail him at friend@uiuc.edu. 
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You may not realize it, but your home is sitting on a free and renewable supply of energy. A WaterFurnace 
geothermal system taps into that source to provide dramatic energy savings and exceptional heating and cooling 
comfort for your home. In fact, many homeowners save as much as 60% in heating, cooling and hot water costs. 
And that’s money in the bank. It’s a smart investment in your family’s comfort. Call your local WaterFurnace 
dealer today to learn how to tap into your buried treasure, or call (800) GEO-SAVE. No pirate required. 

Anna 
Hartline Htg. & Clg. 
618-833-6802 

Belleville 
Bel-O Sales & Service, Inc. 
618-235-6626 

Sigman Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
618-234-4343 

Bloomington 
Wm. Masters, Inc. 
309-662-8481 

Brighton 
Den-Son Inc. Htg. & Clg. 
618-372-8375 

Canton 
Easley Mechanical 
309-647-3450 

Charleston 
LD Mechanical Contractors, Inc. 
217-345-9633 

Chester 
De Rousse Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
618-826-4359 

Cissna Park 
Boyce Electric 
815-457-2700 

L & R Heating and Cooling 
815-457-2097 

Cobden 
Davis Heating and Cooling 
618-893-2821 

Collinsville 
Bel-O Sales & Service, Inc. 
618-344-3434 

Columbia 
Bel-O Sales & Service, Inc. 
618-281-8118 

Damiansville 
Toennies Service Co. 
618-248-5130 

Decatur 
Design-Air Htg. & Clg. 
217-429-1105 
800-452-7845 

Delavan 
deckel Plumbing & Htg. 
309-244-8265 

Effingham 
Jansen’s Htg. & A/C 
217-347-5223 

Flora 
Electro-Electric 
618-662-4520 

Forrest 
Kupferschmid, Inc. 
815-657-8147 

Gibson City 
Houston Plumbing 
800-379-2165 

Goodfield 
Hinrichsen 
309-965-2604 

Harrisburg 
William’s A/C & Htg. 
618-864-3606 

Lawrenceville 
Tracy Electric 
618-943-2243 

Lincoln 
Albert Service Htg. & A/C 
217-735-9990 

Litchfield 
Snell’s Plumbing & Htg. 
217-324-4560 

Macomb 
Arnold Brothers Htg. & Clg. 
309-833-2852 

Marion 
D & C Sheetmetal 
618-997-6577 

Mt. Vernon 
Holloway Htg. & Clg. 
618-242-5481 

Murphysboro 
William’s A/C & Htg. 
618-864-3606 

Pana 
Macari Service Center 
217-562-3631 

Paxton 
Houston Plumbing 
800-379-2165 

Peru 
Pro’s Htg. & Clg. 
815-223-0715 

Petersburg 
Collins Plumbing & Htg. 
217-632-3670 

Pittsfield 
Peters Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
217-285-1600 

Pontiac 
Kupferschmid, Inc. 
815-842-3812 

Quincy 
Peters Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
217-222-1368 

Red Bud 
De Rousse Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
618-826-4359 

Salem 
Booher Tin Shop 
618-548-1295 

Springfield 
Collins Plumbing & Htg. 
217-793-8031 

Sullivan 
Rowland Plumbing & Htg. 
217-728-8025 

Shelbyville 
Macari Service Center 
217-774-4214 

Steelville 
William’s A/C & Htg. 
618-965-2040 

Taylorville 
Yard Htg. & Clg. 
217-824-4737 

Thomasboro 
Hoveln Htg. & Clg. 
217-643-2125 

Tuscola 
Triangle Htg. & Clg. 
217-253-5400 

Vandalia 
Hunter Appliance Htg. & Clg. 
618-283-3224 

Vienna 
Hartline Htg. & Clg. 
618-833-6802 

Virden 
Snell’s Plumbing & Heating 
217-965-3911 

Waterloo 
Sigman Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
618-234-4343 

Toennies Service Co. 
618-248-5130 

Watseka 
R & M Electric 
815-432-4062 

Smarter from the Ground 

waterfurnace.com | (800) ( 
ace is a reg.st'ered trademark of WaterFurnace 

|£i»M ' 



Recommended Reading 
A series of booklets that will inspire you this year 

ps**- Every now and then I think about making a 

shameless plug for a product. 

On more than one occasion, some company 

has found me and sent me free samples of plants, 

seeds, tools, books, and anything else that might 

he remotely associated with gardening, though 

the chocolate companies, which are definitely 

horticultural, have not figured that out. Sigh. 

There are some great tools and gardening aids 

that I’ve found by myself, and some stuff available 

at hardware and home improvement stores that 

work well for gardeners, such as kneepads filled 

with gel. 

But when it comes to specific products, you run 

the risk of alienating those that you don’t promote, 

even if their product may or may not be as good. 

They’ll demand equal time. 

On the other hand, it’s possible to promote 

some books without feeling guilty. And that’s what 

I intend to do. 

The Brooklyn Botanic Gardens fell on some 

hard times back in the 1960s and 70s. That all 

changed in the 80s with new leadership and, once 

again, the gardens are great to visit and provide an 

opportunity to learn new techniques and plants. 

They also decided to resume their publications, 

which back 50 years ago were top-rate and con¬ 

tained lots of useful information. 

Thus began a series of 

booklets filled with won¬ 

derful and practical infor¬ 

mation in an easy-to-read 

format. Of course, the pic¬ 

tures are great as well. Most 

of the handbooks are less 

than 100 pages. 

Probably the best of the 

bunch is 100 Garden Tips 

and Timesavers. Read it this 

winter and you’ll find yourself incorporating many 

of the suggestions this coming year. 

Suggestions range from gardening techniques 

to improving the soil (something we all should be 

continuously doing) to landscaping to controlling 

pests. Each section starts off with a paragraph or 

two on the tip and then follows it with generous 

information on “how-to-do it.” 

One of my favorites is to use an old golf hag 

and two-wheel cart to haul around your garden 

"A series of booklets 

filled with wonderful 

and practical 

information in an 

easy-to-read format." 

tools. Not only do the long handled tools fit inside 

snuggly, possibly even in club tubes, you have all 

the room in the pockets for labels, hand primers, 

and gloves. Personally, if I did this, the golf bag 

would get more successful use than it has the last 

five years. 

Other great books include Best Apples to 

Buy and Grow, which deals succinctly with the 

wonderful old antique apples that have so much 

flavor. Pruning Trees, Shrubs and Vines, Intimate 

Gardens can he applied to small or large gardens, 

and The Potted Garden, is a look at container 

gardening. 

For those interested in wildlife, there 

are several on attracting butterflies and birds 

(including hummingbirds) to your yard, though any 

good naturalist knows that you can’t do both too 

successfully. Birds seem to love all those little cater¬ 

pillars that grow up to become butterflies. 

There are some other books for indoor gar¬ 

dening including Bulbs for Indoors, Landscaping for 

Indoors, and Orchids. If you’re into bonsai, or ever 

thought about getting involved in this Japanese 

technique, you’ll hit the mother lode with three 

great books. 

If vegetables and herbs (chili peppers, anyone?) 

are your thing, you’ll find books. If you like outdoor 

bulbs, you’ll find books. If flowers are your power, 

you’ll find books. If you’re into your lawn, you’ll 

find books. Well, just one for the latter. 

And if you get bored with all the garden plant 

books, order the Essential Tools handbook and 

browse through all the tools that you don’t have 

that supposedly will make your gardening easier. 

Go to www.bbg.org for a complete listing of 

the books. Most are around $9 plus shipping. You 

can order collections of books as well. Most are 

“theme-related” such as Gourmet Gardening or 

Gardening with Wildflowers. They make great gifts, 

especially if you can’t get someone to send you 

chocolate. ■ 

David Robson is an Extension Educator, 

Horticulture, at the Springfield Extension 

Center, University of Illinois Extension, 

P.0. Box 8199, Springfield, IL 62791. 

Telephone: (217) 782-6515. 

E-mail: drobson@uiuc.edu. 
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The Weightless Comfort 
In a recent survey, 92% of our enthusiastic owners 
report sleeping better and waking more refreshed! 

Our sleep technology is recognized by NASA and raved about by the 

media. And ours is the only mattress recommended worldwide by more 

than 25,000 medical professionals. 

Yet this miracle has to befell to be believed. 

While the thick, ornate pads that cover most mattresses are necessary to 

keep the hard steel springs inside, they create a hammock effect out¬ 

side—and can actually cause pressure points. Inside our bed, billions of 

microscopic memory TEMPUR* work in perfect harmony to contour pre¬ 

cisely to your every curve and angle. 

fkRffiHJft-PEDIC 
PRESSURE RELIEVING 

SWEDISH MATTRESSES AND PILLOWS 

Changing the way the world sleeps!™ 

of Tempur-Pedic! 
Tempur-Pedic’s Swedish scientists used NASA's early anti-G-force 

research to invent TEMPUR pressure-relieving material—a remarkable 

new kind of viscoelastic bedding that reacts to body mass and temper¬ 

ature. It automatically adjusts to your exact shape and weight. And it’s 

the reason why millions are falling in love with the first really new bed 

in 75 years: our high-tech Weightless Sleep marvel. 

No wonder, 9 out of 10 enthusiastic Tempur-Pedic owners go out of 

their way to recommend our Swedish Sleep System® to friends and family. 

Please telephone us toll-free, without the slightest obligation, for your 

FREE DEMONSTRATION KIT! 

FREE VIDEO/FREE SAMPLE/FREE INFO 

866-215-7597 
Call today or send fax 866-795-9367 IPX 

NYSE © Copyright 2006 by Tempur-Pedic Direct Response, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Furniture components not included. 



Heating With Electricity Beats Gas 
A few simple facts about gas and electric heating systems 

"My favorite system, 
the geothermal heat 
pump, is simply the 
very best there is." 

It’s hard to believe that we are in the second 
month of the new year already. By now, you 

probably have made several New Year’s resolutions. 
But, if you haven’t done so already, consider 
adding one more to your list. Why not resolve to 
make your house more energy efficient and more 
comfortable? 

To do that, you need to understand the energy 
efficiency of different types of heating and cooling 
systems. Many times people are confused by 
inaccurate information they receive. But all you 
need to know in order to make wise decisions when 
purchasing this equipment are a few simple facts. 

First of all, the proper sizing of equipment is 
of utmost importance for comfort and low utility 
bills. Once the proper size is known, then you must 
decide what type of system best suits your needs. 
Basically there are three ways that houses are 
heated: 1) Natural gas or propane furnace, 2), air- 
to-air electric heat pump, 3) geothermal heat pump 
(electricity). Now, let’s consider how efficient they 
are. And when I talk about heating efficiency, I’m 
talking about how efficiently the system converts 
either gas or electricity to heat for you home. 

A typical gas furnace will 
be rated at about 80 percent 
efficiency when it is new 
and if it is installed properly. 
That percentage will lessen 
with each year’s use. An 
80-percent efficiency rating 
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means that 80 percent of the gas used will provide 
heat and the other 20 percent goes up the flue. 
You can see this wasted heat by looking at your 
neighbor’s gas flue on a cold winter morning and 
seeing the steam coming out. 

While I don’t recommend this, a gas furnace 
that is 90-percent efficient can be used. With this 
unit, about 10 percent of the fuel goes up the flue. 
At first glance, you might think 80 to 90 percent 
sounds pretty good. But consider this. Would you 
purchase gasoline for your car and pump 10 to 20 
percent of it on the ground? In my opinion, our 
nation would not have to worry about shortages of 
natural gas if we simply didn’t waste it. 

Another popular type of heating system, an 
air-to-air heat pump, uses electricity instead of gas. 
All Doug Rye homes use electric heating systems. 
An air-to-air heat pump, properly installed, would 
operate at an efficiency of around 250 percent. I 
know what you are thinking. “How can anything be 
more than 100 percent energy efficient?” Remember, 
we are talking about how efficiently a unit uses 
either electricity or gas to move or create heat. 
Unlike a gas-fired furnace, a heat pump does not 
actually create heat, it simply moves heat from one 
location to another. Air-to-air pumps extract the 
heat from the air. With a heat pump, you use one 
unit of electricity and get about 2.5 units of heat. 

My favorite system, the geothermal heat pump, 
is simply the very best there is. Most geothermal 
heating systems operate at close to 400 percent 
energy efficiency! Wow! That’s five times the 
efficiency of the 80 percent gas furnace. As this 
heat pump is extracting heat from Mother Earth, 
which is a constant 57 degrees, it is operating on 
minimal stress and using a very small amount of 
electricity to move the heat from the earth into the 
house. With a geothermal system, you buy one unit 
of electricity (one unit of heat) and Mother Earth 
will give you three more units of heat for free. 

For more information and energy saving ideas 
contact your local electric cooperative. ■ 

Doug Rye, the “Doctor of Energy 
Efficiency-the King of Caulk and Talk” 
can be heard on several different Illinois 
radio stations. Or you can go to his Web 
site at www.dougrye.com, e-mail him at 
info@philliprye.com, or call (888)-Doug- 
Rye or (501) 653-7931. You can also sign 
up for a free newsletter and order his 
“how to” videotapes. 
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Why Diet? Try Vinegar! 
Eat and lose 
If you want to lose weight and keep 
 it off — hate dieting and are tired of 
taking pills, buying costly diet foods or 
gimmick “fast loss” plans that don't 
work— you'll love the easy Vinegar way 
to lose all the pounds you want to lose. 
And keep them off! 

Today, the natural Vinegar weight 
loss plan is a reality after years of 
research by noted vinegar authority 
Emily Thacker. Her just published 
book “Emily's Vinegar Diet Book” will 
help you attain your ideal weight the 
healthiest and most enjoyable way 
ever. 

You'll never again have to count 
calories. Or go hungry. Or go to expen¬ 
sive diet salons. Or buy pills, drugs. 

You'll eat foods you like and get a 
trimmer, slimmer figure- free of fat 
and flab- as the pounds fade away. 

To prove that you can eat great and 
feel great while losing ugly, unhealthy 
pounds the natural Vinegar way, you're 
invited to try the program for up to 3 
months on a “You Must Be Satisfied 
Trial!’ 

Let your bathroom scale decide if 
the plan works for you. You must be 
satisfied. You never risk one cent. 
Guaranteed. 

What's the secret? Modem research 
combined with nature's golden elixir. 

Since ancient times apple cider 
vinegar has been used in folk remedies 
to help control weight and speed-up 
the metabolism to bum fat. And to also 
aid overall good health. 

Now— for the first time— Emily has 
combined the latest scientific findings 
and all the weight loss benefits of 
vinegar into a program with lifetime 
benefits— to melt away pounds for 
health and beauty. 

If you like food and hate dieting, 
you'll love losing pounds and inches 
the Vinegar way. 

Suddenly your body will be energized 
with new vigor and zest as you combine 
nature's most powerful, nutritional foods 
with vinegar to trim away pounds while 
helping the body to heal itself. 

pounds the healthy way. 
You'll feel and look years younger 

shedding unhealthy pounds that make 
one look older than their age. 

According to her findings, staying 
trim and fit the Vinegar way also 
provides preventive health care against 
the curses of mankind— cancer, heart 
disease, diabetes, high cholesterol and 
blood pressure and other maladies. 

In fact, the book's program is so 
complete that it also helps you: 
• Leam secrets of ageless beauty and 

glowing skin 
• Help build the immune system, to 

fight arthritis and disease 
• Speed the metabolism to use natural 

thermogenesis to bum fat 
PLUS so much more that you simply 

must use the hook's easy Vinegar way 
to lose all the weight you want to lose- 
and enjoy all its other benefits- before 
deciding if you want to keep it. 

To Lose Pounds and Enjoy a 90-Day 
No-Risk Trial... Do This Now To Get 
Your Personal Copy of the Book: 

Simply write “Vinegar Diet” on a 
piece of paper and send it with your 
check or money order of only $19.95 
plus $3.98 shipping and handling to: 

James Direct Inc. 
Dept. JVB406 

1459 South Main Street, Box 3093 
North Canton, Ohio 44720 

You can charge to your VISA/ 
MasterCard by mail. Be sure to include 
your card number and its expiration 
date. 

Remember: You’re protected by 
the publisher's 90-Day Money Back 
Guarantee if you are not delighted. 

WANT TO SAVE MORE? Do a 
favor for a relative or friend and get 2 
books for the low introductory price of 
$30 postpaid. You save $17.86. 

Special Bonus - Act promptly to 
also receive “The Incredible Magic of 
Honey and Vinegar for Healing, Health 
and Weight Loss” absolutely FREE. 
Supplies are limited so order now. 

©2005 JDI JVB101S 

h ttp :l lwww.jamesdirect.com 

NO Hunger 
NO Pills 
NO Diets 
IV O Calorie 
^ ^ Counting 

IT'S THE 
HEALTHIER, 
EASIER WAY 
TO EAT AWAY 
POUNDS 

POUNDS VANISH FAST 
LOSES 97 POUNDS 

“I went down to 183 
from 280... I feel and 

look different.” 
V.S., Meridian, MS 

QUICK WEIGHT LOSS 

“I dropped 30 pounds 
so fast it scared me!” 

J.G., Sivley, IL 

LOSES INCHES FAST 
“Have started using the honey 
and vinegar and already have 

lost one and a half 
inches from my waist 

in one and a half 
weeks.” 

Z.L., Pensacola, FL 

Above statements are extracted 
from letters received by the 

publisher from readers 

* Testimonials are atypical, your 

weight loss may be more or less. 



Select^ 
On^-Vay 
Ventures 
Dr. John Ronan DOS 

& Associates 
Can Offer You 

Dentures, Partials 
& Extractions 

ONE-DAY SERVICE; 

Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8 to 4 
Call for an Appointment 

(217-479-8444) 
(1-877-565-8981) 

1201 W. Walnut, Jacksonville, IL 62650 
Payment Accepted 

Cash, Mastercard or Visa 
/Vo Personal Checks 

Bams 

rt/VjrpvAi. 
BARNfiSSsTOMPANY,, 

SF>EOI/Vl_! 
30x50x10 

20 Galwalume Metal 

Established in 1992 

Price includes: 
Materials, Delivery and Construction 
with Engineered Trusses, a 10' or 12' 
Sliding Door, One Walk-In Door, 6 Skylights 
(if requested), One-Year Warranty on 
Labor and Materials, and a 20 year limited 
warranty on Galvalume metal. 

>Y Fully Insured for Your Protection 

>Y Price may Vary Based on Location 
☆ Call for a Free Brochure & Estimate 

ft Thousands of Satisfied Customers 

ft Competitive Pricing 

ft Painted Metal & Many Sizes Available 

ft Engineered Buildings and Kits Available 

rfationalbarn.com 
Log On! For Pricing, Photos,Broctae, FAQ... 

Mobile Home 
Owners: ROOF KING 

Mobile Home Super Insulated 
Roof Over Systems 

40 Year Warranty 
Factory Direct From Roof King 

1 -800-748-0645 
www.roofking.net 

• 3/4" Treated Deck w/Lifetime Warranty 

• 2 Pontoons (21.5" x 24") 

• Heavy Duty Marine Carpet 

• Fiberglass Reinforced Acrylic Console 

• Luxurious Stain Resistant Vinyl 

• Ultra Sport Steering Wheel 

• 8' Bimini Canopy & Boot 

• Large Dining Table 

• Boarding Ladder 

• Full Rear Couch 

• Two-Way Seat 

6 Year 
Suzuki Warranty 
No Charge! 

Special 
Price 

Actual boat similar to illustration 

$ SUZUKI 
MARINE 

*17,999 
The Nation’s #1 Landau Dealer! 
Lebanon Suzuki-Kawasaki 
417-588-3550 1-800-542-3846 

Hwy. 64 & Bennett St Lebanon, MO 
Offer ends 2/28/06 

A N D A U 
Outlet 

Sundancer 24SD Pontoon 
Suzuki DF115 4’Stroke, Custom Trailer 



m# Wick \ 
Buildings 
by VWc* JjyssanW Me. 

Call our Customer Care 

January 15, - February 25, ’04 

Whiter Building Bays 
iMtiondl open house* leli M&KJ006 
Line 800-356-9682 or Visit WickBuildings.com 

HEAR BETTER AND SAVE! 
Basic Full Shell Digital Full Shell 

Now $ 195 Now $495 

_ v ^HD-AMERIC A 
HEARING CENTER 
Licensed Hearing Instrument Specialists 

1050 W. Hayward Drive 558 E. Mt. Vernon Blvd. 
Mt. Vernon, MO 65712 

800-372-4554 
601 S. 291 Hwy 

Liberty, MO 64068 

877-631-5115 

“OUR 

Mt. Vernon, MO 65712 

800-354-1905 
526 N. Business 65 
Branson, MO 65616 

800-649-6242 
www. midamericahearing. com 

FOR LESS...IN A DAY” 

The 
Toughest 
Glue On 
Planet 
Earth; 
Bonds hundreds 
of materials 
including wood, 
stone, metal, ceramic and 
more! Incredibly strong 
and 100% waterproof! 

I-800-966-3458 • www.gorillaglue.com 

The Toughest 
Tape On 

Planet Earth. 

Extra Thick. Extra Stick. 
New Gorilla Tape sticks to things 

ordinary tapes simply can’t 

-800-966-3458 • www.gorillatape.com 

SLASH YOUR HEATING COST 
Heat 400 to 800 sq. ft. for pennies a day with an energy saving 

Infra Red Heating System 
MEMBER 

ENERGY EFFICIENT: Operates on less than a Mr. Coffee per day. 
PORTABLE - 110 VOLT 

/ Thermostat controlled 
/ Over 20 yrs. of satisfied customers 
/ Does not remove humidity from the air 
/ Filters the air 
/ 3 year warranty 
/ Energy Efficient Safe Soft Comfortable Heat 
/ A-l Insurance Rating 

/ Safe for Children and Pets 
/ Uses Electricity (not gas or oil) 
/ Top Quality Compact Oak Cabinet 
/ Put the heat where you need it   

Dealer 

Inquiries 

Invited 

MODEL 750 -Heats 400 sq. ft. 

MSRP $54900 - SALE $37900 No. Price_ 

MODEL 1500-Heats 800 sq.ft. 

MSRP $64900 - SALE $449“ No. Price_ 

NE Residents add 51/2% tax_ 

TOTAL 

FREE FREIGHT 
60 DAY MONEY BACK 

GUARANTEE 

FACTORY DIRECT 

SALE 
SAVE UP TO 

$200°° 

Payment Information: 
□ Check □ Discover 

Credit Card #  

Print Name  

Signature  

Credit Card 
□ Visa □ Mastercard 

Exp. Date (Moyvr.) 

T&R Distributing 
3724 Arch Ave. 
Grand Island, NE 68803 

To Order by: 

Phone: 800-491-4690 ext. 49 
Fax: 800-392-4587 
Email: tandr@alltel.net 

Ship To: 

Name 

Address 

City  

Phone ( 

ST .Zip. 



ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING www.icl.coop 

Who: Community Child Care Connection, Inc. 
Cost: $10, plus $2 shipping 

Details: Soft-hacked, comb-bound 

Pages of recipes: 172 

Send Checks to: 

1004 North Milton Avenue, 
Springfield, IL 62702 

or call (217) 525-2805. 

Spaghetti Salad (above) 
Karen Richardson 

Cheesy Potato Casserole 
Misty Burris 

1 lg. bag frozen hash browns 
2 sticks butter 
1 can cream of chicken soup 
1 (8-oz.) bag shredded Cheddar cheese 
1 pint sour cream 
1 T. salt 
1/2 C. onion, chopped 

1 tsp. garlic 
2 C. frosted flakes cereal, crushed 

Mix hash browns, 1-1/2 sticks butter, 
soup, cheese, sour cream, salt, onion, and 
garlic together. Pour into a casserole dish. 
Melt remaining butter. Add frosted flakes 
and stir until coated. Pour on top of hash 
brown mixture. Bake at 350° for 1-1/2 
hours uncovered. 

Breakfast Casserole 
Sandy Cole 

6 slices of bread 
12 eggs 

1 C. milk 

1 (16-oz.) bag shredded 
Cheddar cheese 

2 bottles real bacon bits 

1 bag Tater Tots, thawed and crumbled 

Lay 6 slices of bread in the bottom of a 

9x13-inch pan. Beat eggs and milk to¬ 
gether and pour over the bread. Sprinkle 
bacon over the top. Layer crumbled Tater 

Tots on top of the bacon. Bake at 350° for 
30 minutes. Remove from the oven and 

layer cheese on top. Bake for an additional 

30 minutes. 

Purple Lady (below) 
Nancy Cunningham 

1 (8-oz.) pkg. vermicelli, cooked 
2 C. raw broccoli, chopped 
2 C. raw cauliflower, chopped 
1 lg. red onion, sliced 
1/3 C. Parmesan cheese 

1/4 C. sugar 
1/2 tsp. salt 

1/2 tsp. basil 
2 C. mayonnaise 
1 lb. bacon, cooked and crumbled 

In a large mixing bowl, mix together all 
ingredients. Refrigerate overnight. 

1 (6-oz.) box raspberry Jell-O 
2 C. boiling water 

1 can blueberry pie filling 
1 (8-oz.) can crushed pineapple 
1/2 pint Cool Whip 

Dissolve Jell-O in boiling water. Add 

pineapple (with juice) and pie filling. Stir. 
Refrigerate until almost set. Fold in Cool 
Whip. Refrigerate until serving time. 

Photos by Catrina McCulley Wagner 



Who: Church Emergency Services of New Athens 
Cost: $10, plus $2 shipping 

Pages of recipes: 106 
Details: Soft-backed, comh-bound 

Contact: Barbara Jo Schatte, 
2240 Keim Rd., New Athens, IL 62264 

or call her at (618) 475-3227. 

Butzy’s Beef Roast 

4-5 lb. beef roast 
1 pkg. dry soup mix (I use whatever 

I have on hand) 
1 C. cream of mushroom soup 
1 C. golden mushroom soup 
2- 3 T. A.l.sauce 
1 sm. can mushrooms 

Place roast in a roasting pan. Cover with 
dry soup mix. Pour on cream of mushroom 
soup, golden mushroom soup, mushrooms, 
and then the A.l. sauce. Bake at 350° for 

3 hours or until tender. The sauce will 
thicken and make its own gravy. Make 

sure you cover when roasting. 

Grandma’s Cinnamon 
Cookies (right) 

1 C. butter 
1 C.sugar 
1 C. brown sugar 
2 eggs 
3- 1/2 C. sifted flour 
1-1/2 tsp. cinnamon 
1 tsp. baking soda 
1/8 tsp. salt 
1 C. pecans, chopped 

Cream butter and sugars together. Beat 

in eggs. Blend in flour, cinnamon, bak¬ 

ing soda, and salt. Stir in nuts. Drop by 
teaspoon about 1-1/2 inches apart onto a 

lightly greased baking sheet. Bake at 350° 

for 8-10 minutes. 

Corn Noodle Casserole 
(above) 

1 pkg. egg noodles, cooked 
2 can cream-style com 
1/2 sm. box Velveeta cheese 
1/2 C. sugar 
Crushed cornflakes 
1 stick butter 

Mix noodles, corn, cheese, and sugar. 
Pour into a casserole dish. Melt butter on 
top of stove. Mix with cornflakes. Spread 
over top of noodle mixture. Bake at 350° 
for 1/2 hour. 

Little Smokies-Potato 
Soup 

4-5 potatoes, diced 
2 C. celery, chopped 
1 C. onion, chopped 
2 pkgs. little smokies, diced 
2 C. milk 
1 Ig. jar Cheez Whiz 

Brown smokies. Add potatoes, celery, and 
onion. Add enough water to cover. Cook 
until potatoes are done. Add milk and 
Cheez Whiz. Simmer for 15-20 minutes. 

Visit www.icl.coop to see an archive of 
past Illinois Country Living recipes. 

mm 
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America’s Oldest & Largest Rare Breed Hatchery 
FREE COLOR CATALOG 

Over 140 varieties of Baby Chicks, Bantams, 
Turkeys, Guineas, Peafowl, Game Birds, 
Waterfowl. Also Eggs, Incubators, Books, 
Equipment and Medications. 

Call 1-800-456-3280 
(24 hours a day) 

Murray McMurray Hatchery, 
C132, Webster City, Iowa 50595-0458 
Website: http://www.mcmurrayhafchery.com 

Farm Tours 
HAWAII 
4 Islands'15 days 

The Best Escorted Vacation You'll Ever Find! 

Maui, Oahu, Kauai and Hawaii... 
Departs Mondays and Thursdays in January 2007, Includes 
Inter island airfare. Hawaiian owned hotels, transfers, and 
baggage handling. Escort on each island. Staying in Oahu, 
Hawaii (Kona & Hilo), Maui and Kauai. Sightseeing includes 
Honolulu City Tour with Pearl Harbor, Volcano National 
Park, Kona Coffee Plantation Tour, Parker Cattle Ranch 
Museum, Orchid Nursery, Macadamian Nut Factory Tour, 
Wailua Riverboat Cruise, Fern Grotto, Plus more as listed in 
brochure. So call today and make your reservations. 
*Air Fares start at $600 p.p. 

Carefree Vacations Since 1967 

Your Man Tours 
Call for free brochure 800-888-8204 

POND & LAKE LINERS 
Custom Sizes • Reinforced Material 

$.39/SQ. FT. or Less 
• STRENGTH • 

• COMMITMENT • 
• GUARANTEED CONTAINMENT • 

BEND TARP & LINER, INC. 
1-800-280-0712 

www.bendtarp.com 

KENTUCKY 
STEEL TRUSS 

BUILDINGS 

20/90 

24x30x8 
30x36x8 
40x48x10 
50x60x12 
60x80x12 
75x80x14 

I FREE CATALOGUE 

1-859-745-0606 
www.kstbuild.com 

$4,595 
$5,595 
$9,295 

$14,495 
$20,695 
$27,595 

NewLook! 
TheHobsteel 

since 1986 

FARM • CHURCH • SPORTS • HORSE • CAR - PLANE 
ALL STEEL - ALL COLOR • 25/50 WARRANTY 

Save 40% 
on your 
energy bill 

BLUE SKY 
SPRAY-ON INSULATION 

Electric co-op energy advisors recommend spray- 

on cellulose insulation over fiberglass because it: 

• Stops air infiltration 

• Provides consistent comfort 

• Has superior fire, pest and sound protection 

• Contains a safe anti-mildew ingredient 

• Reduces construction costs 

• Is made from 100% recycled products 

For a dealer near you, or to start your own 

cellulose insulation business call, 

(618) 482-3936, (cell)-618-789-97 77 • www.bluesky-usa.com 

Enjoy Radiant 

Soapstone Warmth 

WOOD 
or 
AS 

5 Reasons 
Soapstone is Better! 

• Soapstone holds twice as much heat as metal. 
• The heat is steady, even and comfortable. 
• Soapstone has a proven record of durability. 
• It has beautiful color, texture and marbling. 
• Variations in the stone make each stove unique. 
Plus, no power is required, so you can enjoy 
radiant warmth regardless of the weather! 

1-888-664-8188 

Address. 

City/State/Zip  

Woodstock Soapstone Co., Inc 
66 Airpark Rd., Dept. 2502, West Lebanon, NH 03784 

www.woodstove.com 

Name. 

 N 
Trees that 
grow 5 ft. or 
more per year. 

Skyrise™ 
(Hybrid Salix) 

• Grows 5 ft. or 
more per year 

• Use for fast¬ 
growing windbreaks, 
shade or privacy screens 

Other fast¬ 
growing 
trees and 
shrubs 
available - 
some grow 
up to 6 ft. 
per year. 

Pictured: Skyrise 

screen style at 

75 months. 

ADVANCED 
TREE TECHNOLOGY 
12818 Edgerton Rd. New Haven, IN 46774 

260-749-0891 or toll-free 888-749-0799 
www.advancedtree. com 

KILL LAKE WEEDS 
Proven AQUACIDE PELLETS 

destroy unwanted underwater weeds. 

Spread marble sized 
pellets like grass 
seed. Effectively kills 
weeds at any depth. 

Registered with the 
Federal Environmental 
Protection Agency. 

Certified and approved for use by state 
agencies. 101b. can treats up to 4,000 sq.ft, 
of lake bottom, $69.95. 501b. carton 
treats up to 20,000 sq.ft, of lake bottom, 
$275.00. Prices include delivery charges. 
Delivery F.O.B. White Bear Lake, MN. 
State permit may be required. 

CALL TOLL FREE 800-328-9350 
Call 651-429-6742 • Fax 651-429-0563 

Or write for FREE information to: 

AQUACIDE CO. 
Our 51th year 
1627 - 9th Street, DEPT. 287, Box 10748, 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110-0748 

www.kjlllakeweeds.com • info@killlakeweeds.com 



MARKETPLACE 'mm. 
FHA specialists. Mortgage lending, 
Searching for a loan'1 Give us the 
opportunity to beat your bank’s 
rate. 100% purchase combo NO 
PMI. Cash out refinance to 100%. 
Interest only fixed adjustable rate 
mortgages. Debt consolidation, 
Home Equity Line of Credit. 
Conventional, VA, FHA, Non- 
Conforming Sub Prime Loans. 
Residential Investment Property 
purchases to 100%. Excellent 
Fannie Mae/Freddie Mac rates. No 
application fee, call (800) 254- 
4431 for free consultation or PRE- 
QUALIFICATION .. .KARLA 
LILLEY, SR. LENDING 
SPECIALIST. Waterfield Finance 
Group. We are an Illinois Residential 
Mortgage Licensee and Equal 
Housing Lender. (618) 530-3330. 
Lending in all 50 states. 

New and used restaurant and conces¬ 
sion equipment, meat saws, slicers, 
grinders, ice cream machines, stack 
chairs, s.s. sinks, tables, shelving, 
steam tables, buffets, pottery wheels 
and kilns. 2615 So. First, Springfield. 
(217) 522-3934. 

Insulation — 4x8 sheets, foil-backed 
foam — also rolls of foil-bubhle- 
pak insulation. All factory seconds. 
Contact Ken Nichols at (800) 424- 
1256. 

Authorized rainbow distributor. 
Repairs, supplies and service. Living 
air purifiers. L & L Distributing, 
116 S. Van Buren St., Newton, IL 
62448. (618) 783-3755. 

Filter queen/defender sales, service 
and supplies. For free information, 
call (800) 753-5401 or write She- 
N-I, Inc., RR 1, Allendale, IL 
62410. 

Vacation cabins-Ohio river, 
Shawnee National Forest, 
Elizabethtown, IL. Cedar Hill River 
Cabins, Ohio River Route Scenic 
Byway, www.cedarhillriverresort. 
com. (888) 304-6319. 

Wanted to buy: Standing timber. 
All species. Pay top price. Clear or 
select cut. Call (815) 434-4141. 

Wanted to buy: Standing timber and 
logs. Timber harvesting specialist. 
DIRECT MARKETS for grade 
logs and veneer. Prices unbeatable. 
(618) 426-3065. 

Rapidly growing international 
nutraceutical company looking for 
individuals to be a part of the next 
trillion $ industry. Product and 
business guarantee. (888) 251-1538. 

Farm • Industrial • Commercial 

20 Year Warranty on Roof & Walls; 
Prices F.O.B. Mfg. Plants: 
Seal Stamped Blue Prints: 
Easy Bolt Together Design. 

30’ X 50’ X 10’ $7,695 PRICES INCLUDE COLOR SIDES 

40’ X 60’ X 12’ $10,725 & QALVALUME ROOF 

60’ x 100’ x 16’ $24,590 
80’x 100’x 16’ $32,225 
100’ x 150’ x 16’ $55,450 

4 V 
STEEL BUILDING SYSTEMS 

Fax: 940-484-6746 email: rhinobld@GTE.NET 
Website: http ://w w w. RHINOBLDG.COM 

Free 1-888-320-7466 

MOBILE HOME ROOF PROBLEMS? 
CALL’FOR^FREE ESTIMATE 

: 

PERMA-ROOF 
from fSoIitii^m|Builders 

TJi^- Mobile Hotue Roo-fover SpeciOJis-t 
STEEL ROOFING 

^ 2" - 3" INSULATION 

!♦ ONE FOOT OVERHANG 
U NO MORE ROOF RUMBLE 

L LOWER UTILITY BILLS 

Argo direct amphibious vehicles. 
6 and 8 wheel true all terrain 
vehicles. (618) 588-4444. www. 
ARGODIRECT6X6.com. Cause 
your ATV don’t float and your boat 
ain’t got wheels! 

TrailerS-utility-cargo-carhaulers. We 
accept Visa, MasterCard. We buy 
used trailers. Auto King, 2423 S. 
Main, Bloomington. (309) 821-9000. 

Miniature Mediterranean donkeys. 
Pet, show and breeding quality. 
Gray duns, chocolates, spotteds and 
blacks. Visitors welcome. Canton, IL. 
(309) 647-7162. www.copperascreek. 

Cabin rental: Shawnee Forest, 
Garden of the Gods, Rim Rock, 
Pounds Hollow Lake. New, rustic 
decor, kitchen, air, satellite, www. 
rimrocksdogwoodcabins.com. 
(618). 264-6036. 

www.hardyheater.com 
Bates@hardyhecter.com 

‘The Original 
OUTSIDE 

WOODBURNING 
FURNACE 
-Since 1976- 

,'^MI stainless steel construction 

Heats home and household 

hot water 

■ 10-year warranty 

• Connects to your existing 

central duct 

or hydronic system 

- Standard with bronze 

circulator pump 

and automatic draft 

combustion blower, and grates 

Units from 100,000 to 250,000 

BTU’s output 

Financing Available (new) 
Dealer Inquiries Welcome 

Hardy Manufacturing 
Company, Inc. 

12345 Road 505 
PHILADELPHIA, MS 39350 

(1-800-542-7395) 

LOWEST COST 
Term Life Insurance 

Issue ages through 90 

AGE $100,000 $250,000 

45 12.78 22.75 
55 16.19 31.28 
65 31.06 68.47 

Rates figured on monthly cost for female non-tobacco users. 

RAMLET & ASSOC, INC. 

(800) 933-6354 
TALIC FORM NO. 1-32207-198 
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How to place an ad 

1) Type or print ad neatly. 

2) Count words. Cost is $30 for up to the first 20 words. $1.50 each additional 
word. Ads with insufficient funds will not be printed. 

3) Prepayment is required. Include check or money order with ad for amount due. 
Also include address label from Illinois Country Living or other proof of Illinois 
electric cooperative membership. Only members of Illinois electric cooperatives 
may place Marketplace ads. 

4) Mail to: Illinois Marketplace, P.O. Box 3787, Springfield. IL 62708, by 
deadline. 

Deadlines: April issue - February 20; 
May issue - March 20. 

We reserve the right to reject any advertisement. Ads received after the deadline will be placed in the next 
available issue. Non-members wishing to advertise should contact the Weiss Group at (480) 860-5394 for 
information about display advertising. 

For sale: Cherry lumber. 1" thick 
boards, 600' board foot $490. For all. 
(618) 842-9588. 

Wanted to buy: Standing timber, most 
species. Pay top prices. Call (217) 
285-2760. 

Illinois Consulting Foresters, Inc. 
Timber Sales-Forest Management. 
We work for the landowner. 
www.illinoisconsultingforesters.org. 
Ph. (618) 526-4251. 

Cave In Rock, III Motel. Room rental 
$33.50 per day 1st two days. 3rd 
day $20. Additional days $25 per 
day. Great deal for hunters, mini 
vacationers. Phone (618) 289-3296. 

Livestock farmers: Open pollinated 
seed corn outproduces hybrids for 
silage. High feed value grain. $33 
plus shipping. Quantity discount. 
(217) 857-3377. 

Marco Island, Florida Condo for 
rent April 15-22. On intercoastal 
waterway. Close to Gulf. Phone: 
(239) 394-5280 Ext. 201. 

Business opportunity: ground floor 
unique product. Costs $12.00 month 
for Web site and samples. (800) 418- 
1055 or http://mannafromheaven. 
jerkydirect.com. 

Wanted to buy: Standing timber clear 
or select cut, all species. (217) 734- 
1855 or (217) 653-3665. 

Over 150 trailers in stock! 

Starved Rock Lodge. All season 
resort in the State Park. Indoor pool, 
packages, special events. (800) 868- 
7625, www.starvedrocklodge.com. 
Internet special savings. 

Embroidery/screenprinting: company 
or school clothing, best pricing, cus¬ 
tom logos, top notch quality. Contact 
(309) 927-3131. 

New 4 br Florida home for rent. Near 
beaches, shopping, free water park. 
$1,000 wkly Feb-Apr. No smokers. 

Goosenecks, enclosed, utility, 
livestock, flatbed, tilt, round bale 
trailers. Livestock equipment. Tucker 
Equipment. (309) 286-3241. 

Custom Saw-Milling: Your logs cut to 
order on a wood-mizer saw-mill. One 
or more. Anna, IL. (618) 833-5886. 

(618) 392-7484. anmack55@aol. 
com. 

Gulf shores beach condo. 2br/2ba/wd/ 
pool/elev. (636) 477-1099. www. 
ourgulfbeachcondo.com. 

Fiberglass, corrugated, 26-inch 
wide. 8-10-12 long. 8ft.-$4- 12 ft.- 
$6. Large supply. Dongola, IL. 
(618) 827-4737. 

MID-AMERICA 
POLE BARNS 

Advertised Special 

30x50x10 gavalume 
Package includes material 

delivery, construction, 
factory trusses, screws 

Open M-F, 8-5 
Call Toll Free for More Information 

1 -866-456-0959 
WE ALSO BUILD POST FRAME HOMES 

Have you accidentally lost a copy 
of Illinois Country Living magazine 
that you meant to save? 

Well, we have good news! Now you can find 
all your favorite articles and recipes, both 
past and current, on our Web site 
at www.icl.coop. 

WIN THE BRUSH WAR WITH 

TREE TERMINATOR 
• 3 models cut 20", 12" and 5" trees in one bite 

• Hitches to fit most tractors and skid steer loaders 
• Built to last with a 24 month warranty 

• Swivel hitch, sprayer and grapple options 

For a free color brochure call or visit our website 

(417) 458-4350 • www.trectcrminator.com 
 Grace Manufacturing « Plato, MO  

FUTURE STEEL BUILDINGS 
Do-It-Yourself Steel Buildings 

Ideal For: 
• Recreational Use 
• Boat Storage 
• Bunkie 
• Equipment Storage “ 
• Garage/Shop 
• PWC/Snowmobile 

30-year perforation warranty 
Full technical support from start to finish 
Fully customized to meet your needs 
Factory-direct savings 

. „ T „. Our building consultants are ready to take your call 

Ml 1*800-668-51111 
ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



SANGAMON RADIANT 
WIRSBO aqua pex tubing products 
for agricultural, commercial shop 
floors and homes Made in the USA 

(217)522-3934 *FAX (217)522-3933 
Evening (217)483-3223 John D. McMillan - Owner 

HERITAGE 
BUILDING SYSTEMS® 

Established 1979 

LET US SHOW YOU WHY WE’RE #1! 

30’x 40’x 10’ $6,671 

40’x 60’x 12’ $12,037 

60’x 100’x 16’ $30,100 

Since 1979 Heritage Building Systems' 
focus has been to provide the 
industry with the finest quality, best 
looking pre-engineered steel 
structures at the lowest possible price. 

1 .800.643.5555 
www.heritagebuildings.com 

Improves wildlife habitat, 
creates wildflower 
meadows, woodlotsfree 

of underbrush, builds 
* trails, restores pastures! 

6-MQNTH 

RECLAIM OVERGROWN LAND 
- WITH THE AMAZING DR® 

^ FIELD AND BRUSH MOWER! 

CUTS DOWN 
AND CHOPS tall 
field grass, weeds, even 
saplings up to 2-1 /2"-thick! 

RECLAIMS pastu res, meadows, 
trails, fencelines, woodlots of 
overgrown vegetation. 

POWERFUL with up to 17 HP... 
4 speeds, reverse, lockable differential, 
electric clutch, and electric-start! 

CONVERTS IN SECONDS 
to mow your lawn or throw snow with 
optional attachments. 

www.DRfieldbrush.com 

}   1 - " r,., 
_ _ ■«-T2Sr—. mmm mmm mm — mm. mmm .im M. te MM M M 

Jpor Free Details Call TOLL-FREE 

1-877-220-0691 
YES! Please send me without obligation your Catalog and 

Video all about the exciting new DR® FIELD and BRUSH 

MOWER, including details of models, powered attachments, 

factory-direct prices and seasonal savings now in effect. 

Address. 

City  _State. 

E-Mail. 
DR® POWER EQUIPMENT, Dept. 53017X 

127 Meigs Road, Vergennes, VT 05491 

Families Have Saved Up To 50% On Heating Costs 
And never have to buy fuel — wood, oil, gas, kerosene — ever again! 

. ORDER TODAY! 
I 2 MODELS TO CHOOSE FROM 

HydroSil is a unique room-by-room heating system 

that can save you hundreds of dollars in home heating 
costs by replacing old and inefficient heating. It can 
replace or supplement your electric heat, gas or oil furnace 
and woodstoves. 

Hydro-Sil represents economy in heating: inside the 
heater case is a sealed copper tube filled with a harmless 
silicone fluid. It’s permanent You’ll never run out 
“Hydro-Sil Energy Star” thermostat controls a variable watt 
hydro element that is only being supplied a proportional 
amount of power on an as-needed basis. When Hydro-Sil 
is turned on, the silicone liquid is quickly heated, and with 
its heat retention qualities, continues to heat after the Hydro 
element shuts off. Hydro-Sil’s room-by-room “Energy Star” 

digital control technology greatly increases energy savings 
and comfort. 

Proportional 
"Energy Star" 
thermostat! 

YOUR BENEFITS WITH HYDRO-SIL: 
• Slash heating cost with Energy Star technology 
• Lifetime warranty. No service contracts 
• Safe, complete peace of mind 
• Clean, no fumes, environmentally safe 
• U.L listed 
• Preassembled — ready to use 
• No furnaces, ducts, or chimneys 
• Portable (110V) or permanent (220V) 
• Whole house heating or single room 

HERE'S WHAT OTHERS ARE SAYING... 
•F. Smalley - "A company that advertises 
the truth saved me 50% compared to my 

gas heat. I found it hard to believe until 

my power bill came. Thanks a million!” 

•R. Hanson - “I can’t begin to tell you how 

pleased I am with Hydro-Sil... the first time 

in 25 years our electric bill was reduced... 
saved $635, over 40%! ' 

•A. Gonsalves— "We replaced 20 electric 

heaters with Hydro-Sil. Wow — what a 
difference! We received a substantial 

reduction of our electric bill. I have 

recommended Hydro-Sil to many people!” 

220 Volt 
Permanent 

Approx. Area 
to Heat 

Discount 
Price Quantity 

81 2000 watts 250-300 s.f. $289 

6' 1500 watts 180-250 s.f. $259 

5' 1250 watts 130-180 s.f. $239 

41 1000 watts 100-130 s.f. $219 

3’ 750 watts 75-100 s.f. $189 

2' 500 watts 50-75 s.f. $169 

Thermostats Call for options & exact heater needed 

110 Volt Portables Discount 
(Thermostat Included) Price Quantity 

5' Hydro-Max 750-1500 watts $219 

4' Convector - Dual watt $179 

3' 750 watts - Silicone $179 

$15.00 shipping per heater $ 

Total Amount $ 

Address 

City  .Zip. 

MasterCard or Visa Account Information: 

Acct #   

Expiration Date    

Order today or contact us for more information 
PHONE • WEB • MAIL 

Check • MasterCard • Visa 

1-800-627-9276 
Visit our secure web site at 

www.hydrosil.com 
Hydro-Sil, P.O. Box, 662, 

Fort Mill, SC 29715 
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When it comes to electrical education, parents start early. You 
spend a lot of time and energy keeping little hands AWAY 
from electrical cords, appliances, and outlets. You invest 
in outlet covers, tie up loose cords, and diligently check to 

make sure you’ve unplugged the iron, the blow dryer, and the curling 
iron. Even the most curious toddler figures out that when an adult 
uses the words HOT and NO together, they mean business! 

Electrical safety is an important lesson. Kids have to know that 
electricity can be a real danger. 

So, after years of warning the kids to stay away from electricity, 
it s no surprise that adults can be nervous about teaching growing 
kids the wonders (and dangers) of electricity. 

But electricity is such a big force in our everyday lives. The 
topic of electricity involves science, history, math, mythology, and 
social studies. Today, there are multitudes of careers that are related 
to electricity. 

So, try to look at electricity education in a new light. You 
might just spark a child’s interest in that amazing thing that lights 
up our world - electricity! 

“What is Electricity?” 
A Rookie Read-About Science Book by Lisa Trumbauer 

Reading level: ages 4 to 8 

Keep it simple, Silly! This book does just that with clear text and 
bright photographs that will spark a conversation about the basics 
of electricity. After listening to this book, your preschooler will be 
so proud to be able to tell someone a little bit about such a big word 
- electricity! 

“Flick a Switch: How Electricity Gets to Your Home” 
By Barbara Seuling 

Reading level: ages 4 to 8 

A little girl named Jo-Jo and her dog, Willy, talk about electric¬ 
ity using fact as well as humor. Jo-Jo wants us to know what a smart 
guy Benjamin Franklin was. The dog says he isn’t so sure about that as 
he watches Franklin fly a kite in a thunderstorm! Jo-Jo gets serious as 
she reminds the reader that one third of the people in the world - 2 
billion people - live without electricity. This provides a great opportu¬ 
nity to let a child know about how fortunate it is that electricity made 
it to their house through Rural Electrification. 



“The Magic School Bus and 
the Electric Field Trip” 
By Joanna Cole and Bruce Degen 
Reading level: ages 6 to 10 

“Watt” a great book! Join Mrs. 
Frizzle’s class as they experience elec¬ 
tricity firsthand! After a blackout hits 
the classroom, climb onto the Magic 
School Bus where there may be danger 
ahead! Watch out for the downed pow¬ 
er lines! Learn to “Be Safe Be Smart” 
near electricity. Now off to the town’s 
power plant in heat-proof suits to fol¬ 
low the fuel supply as it’s made into 
electricity. Jump right in as the kids 
flow along the power lines and into 
light bulbs, vacuums, and power saws! 

“How Ben Franklin Stole 
the Lightning” 
By Rosalyn Schanzer 
Reading level: ages 7 to 12 

Wow! Benjamin Franklin was a 
busy man. The tale of Franklin’s fa¬ 
mous kite experiment is one we’ve all 
heard, right? This book is packed with 
Franklin facts that we haven’t heard. 
Reading sort of like a mystery, this 
picture book eventually tells you how 
Franklin tamed lightning. I won’t give 
“the key” away. 

Q. Where do America’s future 
scientists, linemen, and engi¬ 
neers spend the day? 
A. In school. 

Touchstone Energy Cooperatives 
and Discovery Channel School have 
teamed up to bring quality electric¬ 
ity education to the schools. The Get 
Charged! Electricity and You educa¬ 
tional outreach program is geared for 
grades 5-9. This free program provides 
a real-world understanding of the pow¬ 
er and purpose of electricity, as well as 
the importance of electric cooperatives 
in bringing power to rural America. 
The kit includes CD-ROM, videos, 
teacher resource books, student activ¬ 
ity books, posters and lesson plans. 

Administrators, teachers, or parents: 
Contact your local cooperative to get a 
kit to your school. More information 
at www.discoveryschool.com or 
www. touchstoneenergy. coop. 

Experiments for Little Scientists 
Source: “All About Electricity” 
By Melvin Berger 

Shock Your Friends 
1. Slide your feet on a rug or carpet. 

(This works best if it’s a cold, dry day.) 

2. Now touch a friend’s hand. 
3. You’ll both feel a mild electric shock. 

Sliding on the rug knocks electrons 

off some atoms in your body. It gives 
your body a charge of static electricity. 
Touching your friend allows the elec¬ 

tricity to jump from you to your friend. 

Be an Electric Detective 

Electrical Balloons 
1. Blow up a balloon. 

2. Rub it quickly and lightly 
against something made of 
wool. Ex: A woolen sweater, 
skirt, trousers, gloves, scarf, or 
socks. The rubbing gives the 
balloon a charge of static 
electricity. 

3. Now hold the balloon 
against a wall. 

The balloon sticks there! It’s 
static electricity at work. 1. Take a walk around your house. 

2. Look for signs of danger. 
3. Look — but don’t touch! ”” ' —*— 

Find fixtures that don’t work, broken appliances, tom or frayed electric 
wires, three or more appliances plugged into one outlet, outlets without 
safety covers, people unplugging appliances by pulling the wire, and people 
leaving lights or TV on when not in the room. Tell an adult what you find! 

Fruit Batteries! 

You can make a small amount of electricity from lemons. Four juicy 
lemons is what it took Stella Cole to light the small lighthouse shown above. 
To see how, check out these Web sites: 

http://wow.osu.edu/experiments/electricity/lemon.html, 
www.quantumbalancing.com/news/lemon_battery, 

or simply go to Google.com and search Lemon Battery. 

For more information visit <www.icl.coop. 



3- 5, Central Illinois Jazz Fes¬ 
tival in Decatur. Friday, 7 p.m.-12 a.m. 
Saturday 10:30 a.m.-12 a.m. Sunday 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. A three-day jazz festival 
with four venues under one roof. Admis¬ 
sion price is $110 for a weekend pack¬ 
age, or $25 per session. (217) 877-4114. 

4- 5, Cross Country Ski Week¬ 
end at Mathiessen State Park in Utica. 
Cross country skiing with basic instruc¬ 
tion will be available. Ski rentals are 
available. Meet at the Matthiessen Dells 
area at 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. (800) 868- 
7625 or www.starvedrocklodge.com. 

4-5, Effingham Homebuilders 
Show 2006 at Keller Convention 
Center in Effingham. Saturday, 10 a.m.- 
8 p.m. Sunday, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Come see 
what’s new in the home building trade. 
Great for remodeling ideas or new home 
designing. Admission is $2 per person 
and $3 per couple. (217) 347-5115. 

11, Candy The Bear’s Birthday 
Party at Miller Park Zoo in Blooming¬ 
ton. 1-3 p.m. Visitors will make gifts and 
cards for Candy, hear a talk about Sun 
Bears, get their faces painted like a bear, 
enjoy refreshments, and watch as Candy 
opens her gifts and cards. Free with a 
paid zoo admission. (309) 434-2250 or 
www.millerparkzoo.org. 

12, Abraham Lincoln Sym¬ 
posium at the Old State Capitol in 
Springfield. The symposium presents 
recent findings about Lincoln. (217) 
782-2118. 

12, Lincoln’s Birthday Open 
House at the Vermilion County Mu¬ 
seum in Danville. 2-4 p.m. This event 
acquaints visitors with the time of Illi¬ 
nois history when Lincoln was traveling 
the Judicial Circuit. (217) 442-2922 or 
(800) 383-4386. 

17, The 2006 Taste of Galena 
at Eagle Ridge Resort and Spa in Ga¬ 
lena. 6-9 p.m. Enjoy unlimited tasting 
of food prepared by Galena’s finest 
restaurants. Admission Price is $20 per 
person. (815) 777-2248. 

1, The 5 th Annual Mardi 
Gras Ball at the Ramada Inn in Gale¬ 
na. 7 p.m.-12 a.m. A New Orleans-style 
masked Mardi Gras ball. Enjoy music, 
hors d’oeuvres and a buffet dinner. Cos¬ 
tumes optional, but masks are required 
and may be purchased at the door. 
Admission is $45. (815) 777-1594. 

9, Chocolate Fantasy in Downtown Monticello. 5-9 p.m. Par¬ 
ticipating shops will be serving decadent chocolate treats, while helping you 
with your Valentine’s Day shopping. With your ticket you will also have the 
chance to win a basket full of gifts from the participating merchants. Tickets 
$10. (217) 762-9318. 

17-19, Sports Show at The 
Warehouse in Springfield. You will be 
able to find items for every sporting 
event imaginable. Adults $3, children 
ages 12 and younger are free. Friday 4-8 
p.m., Saturday 10 a.m.-6 p.m., and Sun¬ 
day 10 a.m.-3 p.m. (217) 467-2866 or 
www. the warehouse, us. com. 

18, Teddy Bear Tea at Starved 
Rock Lodge in Utica. 2-3:15 p.m. 
Grandmothers, mothers, and children, 
grab your favorite teddy bear and join 
in the fun for cookies and tea on the 
porch, plus bear stories and activi¬ 
ties. Plus take home a complimentary 
specialty teacup. Call for reservations. 
(800) 868-7625, ext. 386 

24-26, 2006 Illinois Deer 
and Turkey Classic at the Interstate 
Center in Bloomington. More than 600 
entries anticipated. Award presentation 
begins at 4 p.m. on Sunday. Entries must 
he present to win and begin at 12 p.m. 
on Friday and close at 10 a.m. on Sun¬ 
day. Entry fee is $ 15 for the first trophy 
entered. (262) 242-3990. 

», Pages of a Young 
Girl’s Life at Ballet Quad Cities in 
Rock Island. From the pages of a young 
girl’s life is a contemporary ballet about 
Anne Frank. It is a heartfelt portrayal 
of a senseless tragedy and gives a face to 
the 6 million victims of the Holocaust. 
(309) 786-3779 or www.balletquadci- 
ties.com. 

You Want More? 
Do you want to see more Datebook 
events? Do you need more informa¬ 
tion than what’s printed here? Well, 
what are you waiting for? Go to 
www.icl.coop to find these events 
and more. 

Illinois Country Living publishes event listings as space allows, giving preference to events of regional or statewide interest. 
Event listings are provided by the event sponsors and the Illinois Bureau of Tourism. The magazine assumes no responsibility 
for the accuracy of information submitted for publication and advises calling ahead to confirm dates and times. To be con¬ 
sidered for inclusion, send listings and photographs (If sending photographs please include self-addressed stamped envelope) to 
Illinois Datebook, Illinois Country Living, PO Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708-3787. The April deadline is February 15. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



Geothermal systems provide us with a 
bountiful harvest of heating and cooling 
energy any day of the year. Propane 
and natural gas prices are on a dramatic 
increase and a GeoComfort geothermal 
system can provide you with a 
permanent “locked-in” low energy 
cost. It’s like owning your own power 
plant. 

DEALERS: 
Advantage Comfort Systems 

Paxton, IL, 217-379-6305 

Bratcher Heating 
& Air Conditioning, Inc. 

Bloomington/Normal, IL, 
309-454-1611 

Brennan Heating & Cooling 
Jacksonville, IL, 217-245-7181 

Bryan’s Heating & A/C 
Murphysboro, IL, 618-684-6002 

C & K Heating & Cooling 
Lebanon, IL 618-537-9528 

Climate Company, Inc. 
Breese, IL, 618-526-2135 

Davis Electric 
Rushville, IL, 217-322-6677 

Ernst Heating & Cooling 
Hamel, IL, 618-633-2244 

Fowler Heating & Cooling 
Marion, IL, 618-997-5288 

Henson Robinson Company 
Springfield, IL, 217-544-8451 

Jenter, Inc. 
Watseka, IL, 815-432-3501 

Jesse Heating and Air Conditioning 
Decatur, IL, 217-422-1744 

Champaign, IL, 217-352-8511 

Johnson Heating & A/C 
Kewanee, IL 309-852-2610 

Long Heating & Cooling 
Macomb, IL, 309-837-4303 

Neuhaus Heating & A/C 
Litchfield, IL, 217-324-2818 

R & H Plumbing & Heating, Inc. 
Altamont, IL, 618-483-6159 

Rightnowar HVAC 
Keenes, IL 618-732-8268 

Scranton Refrigeration 
Mt. sterling, IL, 217-773-2626 

South Side Hardware 
Greenfield, IL, 217-368-2705 

Stevens Heating & Air Conditioning 
Quincy, IL, 217-222-5220 

Weeke Sales & Service 
Okawville, IL, 618-243-5333 

Weidner Refrigeration, Inc. 
Divernon, IL, 217-628-3400 

Installing a geothermal heating and 
cooling system can save over 70% on 
monthly utility bills that use propane 
or natural gas. 

Designed to transfer the Earth’s free 
energy from the ground to your home, 
geothermal systems by GeoComfort will 
reduce your heating and cooling costs 
while improving your home comfort. 
GeoComfort heating and cooling 
systems use leading technology to 
produce top efficiencies in the HVAC 
industry. 

GeoComfort’s network of knowledgeable 
dealers can help you save up to 70% on 
your heating and cooling bills. We 
would be glad to help you with all your 
geothermal questions and needs. 

Geothermal Heating, Cooling, and Hot 
Water Comfort Systems 

www.geocomfort.com Geothermal information available at 



ROSE OF SHARON HEDGE 
Hibiscus syriacus Delightful blossoms of either 
red, white or purple in a lifetime fence of natural 
beauty. Grows to 5-10' or can be trimmed for a 
neat colorful hedge. Bursts into brilliant bloom 
in mid-summer and continues to flower through 
fall. Order today and receive 1-3' shrubs. Our 
choice of color. 12/$7.85 (60 feet) 
24/$15.45 (120 feet) 48/$29.95 (240 feet) 

30 feet of friendly hedge! 

6 for $3" 
Visit our web site to shop our 

on-line catalog and for customer 
service and shipping information. 
www.4seasonsnurseries.com 

QUINAULT 
EXTRA 
LARGE 

Everbearing 
strawberries! 

Delicious as they 
are big! Firm, deep 

red, luscious-tasting 
strawberries make fancy 

desserts. Excellent for 
preserves, freezing and eating fresh. When 
planted in April the Quinault produces July 

through September — right up until frost. 
Treat yourself to a long strawberry season. 

25 for $595 50/$ 11.49 100/$21.95 

1 YEAR GUARANTEE 
If any item you purchased from us does not 
live, for a FREE REPLACEMENT just 
RETURN THE ORIGINAL SHIPPING 
LABEL along with your written request within 
1 year of receipt. Replacement guarantee is 
VOID unless the ORIGINAL SHIPPING 
LABEL is returned. For a refund of the 
purchase price, RETURN THE ITEM AND 
THE ORIGINAL SHIPPING LABEL, with 
correct postage affixed, within 14 days of receipt. 

CREEPING RED SEDUM 
Cover those hard to fill bare 

spots with blazing color! 
Sedum spurium You’ll be thrilled with this hardy 
ground cover somehmes called Dragon’s Blood. 
Fills those ugly trouble spots with attractive, thick 
evergreen foliage all year and amazes you with 
brilliant, starlike red flowers June through 
September. These are hardy, northern-grown plants. 

12 for $385 

24/$7.65 48/$14.95 96/$27.95 

■ FOUR SEASONS NURSERY 
Division of Plantron, Inc. 

| 1706 Morrissey Drive, DEPT. 920-37 
Bloomington, IL 61704 

^ Name  

I Address. 

I City  State 

Phone | Zip. 

PLEASE SEND ITEMS CHECKED BELOW: 
I FREE TREE (Riant Screen Trees 9 feet 

(Indicate Variety) apart.) ONE Hybrid Poplar 

N5246 N5247 tree sent at no charge, when 

SHADE SCREEN you send us a paid order (any 
size) for Hybrid Poplars below. 

Only one FREE TREE per customer. 

COLORADO BLUE SPRUCE 
Add value to your property! 

The ultimate in specimen evergreens. Glistening, 
steel blue coloring and graceful conical shape. So 
dense growing these make superb wind breaks or 
privacy screens where there is space enough for 
large spreading trees. Does best in full sun and 
moist soil. Will survive in light, dry soil if watered 
while root system is becoming established. Nicely 
branched, 4 year old transplanted trees at least 
1-2' tall. Well developed root system. 

$-|99 
3/$5.50 6/$ 10.95 12/$19.95 each 

HOW 
MANY ITEM# DESCRIPTION COST 

N5246 SHADE HYBRID POPLAR 

N5247 SCREEN HYBRID POPLAR 

N6172 BLUE SPRUCE 

N7036 RED SEDUM 

N6877 ROSE OF SHARON 

N6607 QUINAULT STRAWBERRY 

Packing & Processing $ 3.95 
SUBTOTAL $  

IL Residents add 6.25% Sales Tax $  
MN Residents add 6.5% Sales Tax $  

TOTAL ENCLOSED OR CHARGED $  

□ Check or Money Order enclosed. 

□ Mastercard □ VISA 

Credit Card #:  

Expiration Date:  

Signature:  

HYBRID POPLARS 
When you need shade in a hurry, we suggest the fast-growing Hybrid 
Poplar. As shown in the picture — it has a handsome shape and will 
actually shade a ranch-type home in just 3-5 years! We haven’t found any 
tree that grows like it. It has a spread of 30-35' and in just a few years, at 
maturity, it reaches 50-60'.You don’t have to baby this Hybrid Poplar! It 
normally lives 30-50 years. It is wind, disease and insect-resistant — it can 
take the cold as far north as Canada. This is not the short-lived Lombardy 
Poplar. This poplar is often used to reforest after forest fires and to reclaim 
land after strip mining. But, the best use is to provide beauty and quick, 
cool shade for new homes. Plant Hybrid Poplars for screening! The 
screen variety makes an ideal privacy hedge. It has a width of about 10' and 
grows to a dense screen usually in 3 years. Plant for quick windbreaks on 
farms and for living snow fences. We ship strong, 24' trees. 

SAVE UP TO 60% 
on Large Quantity Orders! 

N5246 
N5247 

2 Trees for $6^5" 2 for $3.47 
(minimum order) 

5 Trees for $45^5" 5 for $7.97 
10 Trees for 10 for $14.97 
20 Trees for $57^5' 20 for $28.97 

40 Trees for $409775" 40 for $54.87 

Shade Variety 
Screen Variety 

How to get your FREE TREE... 
Simply send us an order (any size) for Hybrid 
Poplars and we will send you an additional 
fast growing Hybrid Poplar Tree FREE OF 
CHARGE. You must indicate your FREE 
TREE on the order form AND also include 
variety — either shade or screen. No other 
nursery products included in this FREE TREE offer. 


