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High Heating Costs Getting You Down? 
Let ClimateMaster Geothermal Heating and 

Cooling Systems Cure Your Pain 

Check out 
these advantages 

O' Uses nature’s renewable energy 

IH^ Save up to 70% on heating costs 

Comfortable and quiet 

m Clean and safe - no carbon monoxide 

HK Free hot water 

St Tax credits in 2006 

Contact your local dealer for more information 
Anna 
Hartline Heating 

& Cooling 
618-833-6802 

Auburn 
Lonnie L. Winn Heating 

& Cooling 
217-438-1235 

Belleville 
Sigman Heating 

& Air Conditioning, Inc. 
618-234-4343 

Benson 
CIA 
309-394-2444 

Bloomington 
CIA 
309-662-2222 

SBC Heating 
& Air Conditioning Inc. 

309-661-4328 

Carbondale 
Jacobs Mechanical 

Services Inc. 
618-529-2989 

Champaign 
Lanz Heating & Cooling 
217-202-6858 

Cissna Park 
L & R Heating 

& Cooling Inc. 
815-867-6902 

Decatur 
Tica Inc. Htg. & Clg. 
217-429-5741 

Effingham 
Merz Heating & A/C 
217-342-2323 

Fairbury 
Popejoy Pig. & Htg. Inc. 
815-692-4471 

Galva 
Anderson Plumbing 

& Heating 
309-932-2875 

Marvel 
Lebeck Refrigeration 
217-229-4295 

Hume 
Snyder Plumbing, 

Heating, Air 
Conditioning 
& Electrical 

217-887-9068 

Ipava 
Woods Accu-Air Inc. 
309-833-1987 

Marion 
Ponder Service, Inc. 
618-997-8900 

Morton 
H & H Mechanical 
309-284-0099 

Newark 
Newark Mechanical Inc. 
815-695-1467 

Normal 
Frost Cooling 
309-862-2571 

Pekin 
Central - Heating & A/C 
309-696-9080 

CLIMATEMASTER 
Quality Geothermal Heating, Cooling and Hot Water WWW.climatemaster.com 

Taylorville 
Yard Htg. & Clg. 
217-824-4737 

Urbana 
Quality Plumbing, 

Heating & Air 
Conditioning 

217-328-5081 

Vandalia 
Hunter Appliance 

Heating & Cooling 
618-283-3224 

Waterloo 
Sigman Heating 

& Air Conditioning, Inc. 
618-234-4343 



ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING BAKE OFF 
CONTEST 
Floods of recipes poured in from 
members from all over Illinois. We 
narrowed them down to the top 10. 
Now pick your favorites for your 
holiday baking. 

Volume 64, No. 8, December 2006 

COMMENTARY 4 
Ross Ament says communities must come together to get 
visitors to "linger longer" in their towns during the holiday 
season. 

CURRENTS   6 
Find out which model of car will be the most fuel efficient 
in 2007. 

SAFETY & HEALTH 16 
Learn how you can have a food safe holiday. 

YARD & GARDEN 18 
Learn how to choose and care for this year's real Christmas 
tree. 
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Coming Together For The Holidays 
Together we can attract tourism to rural Illinois 

"Communities need to partner 
with other communities, counties 

and rural regions to build a 
reason for visitors to travel off of 

the beaten path or interstate." 

MTo many people holidays are not voyages of 
I discovery, but a ritual of reassurance.” - Philip 

Andrew Adams. 
There is an event that is repeated all across 

Illinois at this time of year, from Mounds to 
Chicago: the community tree lighting ceremony. 
Citizens (and visitors) of all ages, religions and 
ethnic backgrounds gather around either a large 
tree, display or building and await the throwing of 
the switch that ignites the illumination of seasonal 
hope and wonder. Aside from the symbolism of the 
season, this event illustrates the coming together of 
a community for a traditional celebration. 

These traditions, especially in rural and small 
town Illinois, are attracting more and more visitors 
who are seeking a genuine and unique experience. 
This phenomenon is what tourism is all about. 
Visitors from suburbia and large cities are looking 
for the wholesome, good life experiences in our 
rural communities and countryside. These visitors 
mean economic impact for these areas, especially 
if there are enough attractions, unique shopping, 
restaurants and quality inns, bed and breakfasts and 
hotels to entice them to stay overnight. 

To achieve this “linger longer” of overnight 
visitors, communities and regions need to come 
together, much like the tree lighting ceremony. The 
critical mass of a memorable tourism experience 
requires communities to take an inventory of the 

components of the total 
visitor experience. This 
can be achieved in several 
steps. 

First, what is the 
essence of the area? What 
history, ethnic traditions, 
natural attractions or 
unique businesses can all 
contribute to a “wow” 
experience? Group tour 

organizers are looking for that out-of-the-ordinary, 
genuine experience that excites their members. It 
is extremely important to keep it real and genuine. 
Today’s visitors know fake and do not want to be 
fooled. 

Secondly, how does the destination appear 
through the eyes of the visitor? The overnight 
people and families are coming from a different 
world of suburbia and cities. Do not assume 

anything. Provide superlative customer relations. 
Word of mouth marketing is what builds rural 
tourism economic impact. 

Lastly, communities need to partner with 
other communities, counties and rural regions to 
build a reason for visitors to travel off of the beaten 
path or interstate. In tourism circles this is called 
“connecting the dots” for the city visitor who 
thinks it is too dark and scary out in the country. 
This is where agritourism is a growing alternative 
revenue stream for farmers, communities and rural 
businesses. During this time of year, one cut-your- 
own tree farm does not make a tourism destination. 
An elk ranch, bed and breakfast, unique inn, home 
cooking restaurant, museum, shops and maybe a 
winery, all in a well signed and mapped out region, 
will attract the additional visitors that make an 
economic difference. 

The agritourism businesses can provide the 
experiences that are along the way between 
communities. Throughout the year, corn mazes, 
pumpkin patches, vegetable markets and organic 
cooking schools provide a wealth of experiential 
visitor attractions. Great examples of connecting 
the dots in Illinois are the Shawnee Wine Trail, 
Looking for Lincoln, Historic Rt. 66, I&M Canal 
National Heritage Trail and the Illinois Lincoln 
Highway. These are just a few of the collective 
efforts to build critical mass of experiences. 

There are many organizations that are ready 
to help, such as convention and visitor bureaus, 
regional tourism development offices, the Illinois 
Bureau of Tourism, Main Street and chambers 
of commerce. In the process visitors from cities, 
suburbia, even other countries gain a better under¬ 
standing of rural life and especially from where 
their food and fiber come. ■ 

Ross Ament, MA, CAE, is President 
of Ament Associates Inc. He provides 
guidance to agriculture businesses on how 
to utilize tourism and assists communities 
in creating agritourism destinations. Ament 
also works with associations in improving 
governance and strategic planning. Ament 
is Vice President of Agriculture Tourism 
Partners of Illinois. He can be reached at 
630-466-8024. 

The opinions and views of guest commentators are their own and may 
not represent those of the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives 
or the electric co-ops of Illinois. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



WE REAP MORE THAN 
JUST CORN & SOYBEANS 

FROM THE GROUND! 

Geothermal information available at WWW^QGOCOmfOrt.COITI 

DEALERS: 
Advantage Comfort Systems 

Paxton, IL, 217-379-6305 
Bratcher Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc. 

Bloomington/Normal, IL, 309-454-1611 
Brennan Heating & Cooling 
Jacksonville, IL, 217-245-7181 
C & K Heating & Cooling 

Lebanon, IL, 618-537-9528 
Climate Company, Inc. 
Breese, IL, 618-526-2135 

Davis Electric 
Rushville, IL, 217-322-6677 

Ernst Heating & Cooling 
Hamel, IL, 618-633-2244 

Fowler Heating & Cooling 
Marion, IL, 618-997-5288 

Henson Robinson Company 
Springfield, IL, 217-544-8451 

Jesse Heating and Air Conditioning 
Decatur, IL, 217-422-1744 

Champaign, IL, 217-352-8511 
Johnson Heating & A/C 
Kewanee, IL, 309-852-2610 

Kuchefski Heating & A/C, Inc. 
Danville, IL, 217-442-1454 
Long Heating & Cooling 
Macomb, IL, 309-837-4303 

Markley Heating & Cooling 
Bushnell, IL, 309-772-2631 

Neuhaus Heating & A/C 
Litchfield, IL, 217-324-2818 

R. Bedal Heating & Cooling 
Plano, IL, 630-552-1609 

R & H Plumbing & Heating, Inc. 
Altamont, IL, 618-483-6159 

Rightnowar HVAC 
Keenes, IL, 618-732-8268 

Scranton Refrigeration 
Mt. Sterling, IL, 217-773-2626 

South Side Hardware 
Greenfield, IL, 217-368-2705 

Steffen Heating & A/C, Inc. 
Effingham, IL, 217-342-2062 

Stevens Heating & Air Conditioning 
Quincy, IL, 217-222-5220 

Tarter Bros. Mechanical 
Lincoln, IL, 217-735-4117 

Weeke Sales & Service 
Okawville, IL, 618-243-5333 

Weidner Refrigeration, Inc. 
Divernon, IL, 217-628-3400 

Whitt Sales & Service, Inc. 
Farina, IL, 618-245-6404 

Geothermal systems provide us with a 
bountiful harvest of heating and cooling 
energy any day of the year. Propane 
and natural gas prices are on a dramatic 
increase and a GeoComfort geothermal 
system can provide you with a 
permanent “locked-in” low energy 
cost. It’s like owning your own power 
plant. 

Installing a geothermal heating and 
cooling system can save over 70% on 
monthly utility bills that use propane 
or natural gas. 

Designed to transfer the Earth’s free 
energy from the ground to your home, 
geothermal systems by GeoComfort will 
reduce your heating and cooling costs 
while improving your home comfort. 
GeoComfort heating and cooling 
systems use leading technology to 
produce top efficiencies in the HVAC 
industry. 

GeoComfort’s network of knowledgeable 
dealers can help you save up to 70% on 
your heating and cooling bills. We 
would be glad to help you with all your 
geothermal questions and needs. 

©evCeibiof# 
Geothermal Heating, Cooling, and Hot 

Water Comfort Systems 
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Electric Co-op Receives 
Grant For Wind Turbine Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative 

(RECC) of Auburn received a $375,000 
Rural Development grant for the con¬ 
struction of a wind turbine during the 
Advancing Renewable Energy Conference 
held in St. Louis on Wednesday, October 11. 
Presenting the check was Under Secretary 
for Rural Development Tom Dorr (left), 
Congressman John Shimkus (R-19) (center 
left) who serves on the House of Representatives’ 
Committee on Energy and Commerce, and Illinois 
Rural Development Director Doug Wilson (far right). 
Accepting the check is RECC Board Chairman Jimmy 
Ayers (center right) of Rochester. The electric co-op will 
use the grant to help purchase and install a wind turbine that 
will provide electricity to 400 or more members’ homes. ■ 

Rural Development 

New Illinois Law Requires Installation 
Of Carbon Monoxide Alarm Detector Beginning January 1, 2007, 

a new state law entitled 
“Carbon Monoxide Alarm 
Detector Act” goes into effect. 
The new law requires single 
family and multiple family 
residences, with few exceptions, 
to have at least one approved 
and operating carbon monoxide 
alarm within 15 feet of each 
bedroom. 

Carbon monoxide is an 
odorless, colorless gas produced 
during incomplete combustion 

of fuels - for example, natural 
gas, LP gas, kerosene, oil, wood 
and charcoal. The gas is lethal 
to humans if it builds up in the 
home. 

The law states it is the respon¬ 
sibility of the owner of the 
structure to supply and install 
all required alarms, along with 
written instructions for alarm 
testing and maintenance. In 
the case of rental property, it is 
the responsibility of the tenant 
to test and to provide general 

maintenance of the alarm(s), 
including battery replacement, 
and to notify the owner of any 
defects in writing that the tenant 
cannot correct. 

Carbon monoxide alarms are 
widely available in hardware and 
home improvement stores. Prices 
start at about $20. 

Additional information on 
carbon monoxide can be found 
at www.solutions.uiuc.edu or 
www.healthyindoorair.org/. ■ 

The Truth About Tankless Water Heaters Tankless (or instantaneous) water heaters use 
computer chips, high-energy inputs and an array 

of sensors to heat water only when the hot water 
tap is open. 

By using a tankless water heater, there is no 
wasted water while you wait for hot water to reach 
the faucet. There are also no standby losses. But 
there are disadvantages. 

The size of the unit needs to be big enough to 
handle the highest demand for hot water at any 
one time, or you could be taking a cold shower. 

Also, residential tankless water heaters require 
240 volts and up to 150 amps of capacity to 

operate. This level of demand exceeds that of many 
residential services. In addition to the cost of the 
heater, significant wiring upgrades will also be 
required. 

Tank-type water heaters are more ‘forgiving’ 
because the stored water acts as a buffer. This is 
how hotels can service large groups of guests who 
are taking showers at the same time. 

Before purchasing a tankless water heater be 
sure to obtain all of the information regarding cost, 
installation and maintenance. Contact your local 
electric co-op for more information. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



Reduce Your Waste By Shopping Environmentally 
ake a look at how much of your garbage is packaging. 

By shopping environmentally, you can reduce this 

amount. Here are some ideas to get you started. 

Say no to plastic bags 
O Sometimes you need a plastic bag, but there are times 

when you don't. If you don't need a plastic bag, don't 

take it. 

O You can also take your own bag to the shops - reuse 
plastic shopping bags from last time or buy some reus¬ 

able cloth bags. 

Buy products with less packaging or recyclable 
packaging 

3 Buy economy-sized products, concentrates and refills 
- these give you more product for less packaging. Less 

packaging means less garbage. 

3 Buy products packaged in cardboard, paper, glass, cans 
or type 1 and 2 plastics - these can usually be recycled. 

Buy products that contain recycled material 
3 For recycling to work properly, it has to be made into 

new products and we have to buy them. 

3 Lots of everyday products contain recycled material 
- this helps reduce our use of raw materials. Often it 

takes less energy to recycle something than to start 

from scratch with raw materials. 

Don't believe us? Well, did you know... 

3 A styrofoam vending cup can be made into a pencil or 
a pen. 

3 Steel cans that have contained anything from baked 
beans to fruit cocktail, pet food or soup can be re¬ 

cycled to make new cars and bridges. 

3 Paper and cardboard can be recycled to become new toilet 
paper, newspapers and magazines or paper packaging. 

3 Plastic bags and containers can be recycled into garden 
furniture, decking and fencing. 

Source: Susan Taylor, Extension Educator, Consumer 

& Family Economics, setaylor@uiuc.edu 

DOE And EPA Release The 2007 Fuel Economy Guide 
The Department of Energy (DOE) 

and the U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA) have 

released the 2007 Fuel Economy 

Guide, which provides listings of the 

2007 model year vehicles that are fuel 
economy leaders, both overall and by 

vehicle class. 

Hybrid vehicles lead the way 

for overall fuel economy with the 

Toyota Prius, Honda Civic Hybrid, 
Toyota Camry Hybrid, and the 

front-wheel-drive version of the 

Ford Escape Hybrid topping the list, 

and the four-wheel-drive version of 

the Ford Escape Hybrid tying with 

the new Mercury Mariner Hybrid in 

tenth place. 

And while the 2006 list 

included three diesel vehicles from 

Volkswagen, on the 2007 list those 

vehicles have been replaced by 

the new generation of small cars, 

including the Toyota Yaris, Honda 

Fit, Hyundai Accent, and Kia Rio. 

An old standard, the Toyota 

Corolla, has moved up from tenth 

to seventh place, but missing from 

the list is the Honda Insight hybrid, 

which has been discontinued. Since 

its introduction in model year 2000, 

the Insight led the fuel economy list 

for all seven years of its production. 

The 2007 Fuel Economy Guide 

also includes a long list of flex-fuel 

vehicles that can burn either gasoline 

or E85, a blend of 85 percent ethanol 

and 15 percent gasoline. The list 

includes select models of Chevrolet 

vans; the Chevrolet Avalanche, 

Impala, Monte Carlo, Silverado, 

Suburban, and Tahoe; the Chrysler 

Aspen and Sebring; the Dodge 

Ram and Durango; the Ford Crown 

Victoria and FI50 Pickup; the CMC 

Savana, Sierra, and Yukon; the Jeep 

Commander and Grand Cherokee; 

the Lincoln Town Car; the Mercury 

Grand Marquis; the Mercedes-Benz 

C230; and the Nissan Armada and 

Titan. ■ 
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Second Illinois Soy-Based Biodiesel 
Production Plant Slated To Open Soon A second Illinois soy-based biodiesel plant is slated to begin production soon. 

Incobrasa Industries, Ltd., a privately owned corporation, which operates 
a soybean processing facility near Gilman, 111., will go online this month with 
a 30-million gallon biodiesel production plant. The plant will crush and use 
the oil from up to 20 million bushels of soybeans annually in the production of 
biodiesel. 

“Biodiesel production in Illinois makes sense because Illinois is the largest 
biodiesel consumer,” says Craig Kief, head of research and business develop¬ 
ment for Incobrasa. “We have the facility in place, the expertise from our 
connections in Brazil and easy access to Illinois soybeans. We use nearly 100 
percent Illinois soybeans.” 

Incobrasa currently produces 36 million gallons of soybean oil per year. The 
oil not used in biodiesel production will continue to be contracted as private- 
label bottled oil. 

“We will be able to produce oil for either market. Most biodiesel producers 
purchase crude oil for production, but we will continue to refine and bleach our 
soybean oil for our biodiesel feedstock. A better quality input oil will produce a 
better quality biodiesel,” he says. 

While Kief is uncertain of the exact economic impact the plant will have on 
local soybean prices, he does expect the soybean basis to firm. ■ 

U of I Ranked Number One In 
Agricultural And Biological Engineering The University of Illinois is once again being recognized as num¬ 

ber one in the nation - this time in the field of agricultural and 
biological engineering. The undergraduate program in agricultural 
and biological engineering (ABE) has been ranked the best in the 
United States by U.S. News and World Report. 

The 2007 edition of “America’s Best Colleges,” published each 
year by U.S. News and World Report, placed Illinois in the top spot. 

“We’re always in the top five,” said K.C. Ting, ABE department head, “so 
our program has always been strong.” Ting says the department is very well 
balanced and is excellent in areas such as: 
• Agricultural Automation. “Farming will continue to rely on intelligent 

machines to be productive and competitive,” said Ting. 
• Bio-Energy and Bio-Products. “Our department has been a major leader in 

bio-energy research, including ethanol production from com, conversion 
of biomass to crude oil, and characteristics of bio-diesel and their effects on 
engine performance,” Ting explained. 

• Biological Engineering. “Our program will emphasize biological engineering 
issues as related to agriculture, food, environment and energy,” he said. 

• Sustainable Environment. Targeted areas of teaching and research include 
improving and protecting the quality of water, air and soil; developing 
technologies to provide productive environments for animals, workers and 
plants; and reducing the adverse environmental impact from biological 
production facilities. 

• Systems Analysis and Integration. “The quantity and quality of information 
we have is immense, and with today’s communication technologies, it is 
relatively easy to access,” said Ting. “The real challenge is how to sort and 
synthesize the information for beneficial use.” 

Packaging Local 
Attractions To 
Increase Tourism Few communities will ever grow 

into a tourism Mecca like Bran¬ 
son, Mo., or Pigeon Forge, Tenn. 
But, there are opportunities for Illi¬ 
nois communities to increase tour¬ 
ism and profit from those activities. 

“Developing a thriving tourism 
component in a local economy can 
be challenging. One big challenge, 
especially for smaller communities, 
is identifying a critical mass of 
attractions to market,” says John 
Pike, Community And Economic 
Development Educator with 
University of Illinois Extension. 

Surprisingly, many of the ac¬ 
tivities that local residents take 
for granted are often overlooked 
as something that would appeal to 
tourists. For many Illinois residents, 
seeing lots of wildlife, enjoying the 
fall colors and taking a quiet walk 
in the woods are all part of every¬ 
day life. But for other people liv¬ 
ing not so far from our rural areas, 
these simple pleasures are a rarity, 
and they will gladly pay for the 
privilege. 

What are some of the underval¬ 
ued or overlooked attractions in 
your own community? Perhaps it’s 
the popular locally-owned restau¬ 
rant, antique shop, historical site 
or town festival. To increase tour¬ 
ism, we need to identify as many 
of these activities as possible and 
market them to the fullest. 

Although it’s usually not feasible 
to develop a number of new similar 
attractions in the short term, we 
can effectively package and market 
existing attractions that comple¬ 
ment one another. Perhaps the 
visit to our example winery could 
be packaged with the antique shop, 
the local restaurant, and the bed 
and breakfast down the road. 

Source: John Pike, Extension 
Educator, Community & Economic 
Development, jpike@uiuc.edu ■ 
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How Do You Know 
Your GFCIs Are Working? 
GFCIS are extremely reliable devices but like 

any electronic device they can become 
damaged over time. Because many GFCIs 
provide power even after they are damaged 
and are unable to trip, they work as live recep¬ 
tacles without offering your family protection 
from dangerous ground faults. 

Without regular testing, you can’t confirm 
that your GFCIs are providing this important 
protection. This is why it’s so important to 
regularly test the GFCIs. 

Testing a GFCI Takes Less Than a Minute 
Testing to determine whether a GFCI works 

properly is an easy procedure that takes less 
than a minute and may save your life: 

1. First plug a lamp or radio into the GFCI 
and turn the lamp or radio On. 

2. Press the TEST button and see if the lamp 
or radio goes Off. 

3. Press the RESET button and the lamp or 
radio should go back On. 

4- If the lamp or radio doesn’t go Off when 
you push the TEST button, the GFCI isn’t 
working properly and should be replaced. 

Note: If you have a Leviton Smart-Lock® 
GFCI or other manufacturer’s GFCI with 
lock-out feature (adds extra level of protec¬ 
tion because it can’t be reset if it’s not working 
properly), it’s the same test procedure, except 
for step 4. 

4A. If the lamp or radio doesn’t go On when 
you push the RESET button, the GFCI 
isn’t working properly and should be re¬ 
placed. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • December 2006 
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Spoon River Electric Cooperative 

\ 2/3 C. shortening 
4 eggs 

I l-Vz tsp. salt 
2/3 C. water 

I Vi tsp. baking powder 
| 1 tsp. ground cloves 

2- 2/3 C. sugar 
| 2 C. applesauce 

3- 1/3 C. flour 
I 1 tsp. baking soda 
I 1 tsp. cinnamon 
1 Nuts if desired 
| 12-14 wide mouth pint jars 

1 

i nxmois 
i 

m 

Cream shortening and sugar. Beat in eggs, ap¬ 
plesauce and water. Sift flour, baking powder, 
soda, salt and spices. Stir in nuts. Pour into 
well-greased wide mouth jars (1/2 full). Bake 
at 325° for 45 minutes. Wipe jars clean, put 
on lid and ring and screw tight. Jars will seal as 
they cool. Store in cupboard for up to a year. 
Makes 12-14 pint jars. Makes great gifts - just 
add a ribbon! 

by Catrina McCulley Wagner We all know there’s no time 
like the holidays. The 
hustle and bustle, the 

feeling of warmth and excite¬ 
ment in the air and the over¬ 
whelming desire to bake your 
little heart out. It’s a time when 
family and friends gather for 
great company and great food. 

That’s why Illinois Country 
Living asked readers to send in 
their families’ favorite fresh from 
the oven holiday baking recipe 
for our “Holiday Bake-Off Con¬ 
test.” And we received a flurry 
of fabulous recipes... more than 
300 to be more precise. 

Our test kitchen pared down 
the entries for our panel of judg¬ 
es to test and taste. Prizes were 
awarded to the top four recipes. 
And you’ll find the fabulous top 
10 recipes on practical clip-out 
cards to help you get a jump-start 
on your holiday baking. 

The Grand Prize of a Sun¬ 
beam Bread Maker went to Kim 
Virag, a member of Spoon River 
Electric Cooperative, for her 
moist and tasty Applesauce Cake 
in a Jar. 

Corn Belt Energy Corporation 
member Karen Walsh came in a 
close second with her Raspberry- 
Filled White Chocolate Bars. 
She will be receiving the Church 
Suppers Cookbook, which is filled 
with 722 favorite recipes from 
church communities. 

And receiving third and 
fourth and their very own copy 
of Illinois Country Cooks Cook¬ 
book are Mary Walsh, a member 
of Eastern Mini Electric Coop¬ 
erative, for her Pecan Cheese¬ 
cake Pie and Imogene Daniels, a 
member of McDonough Power 
Cooperative, for her Surprise 
Chocolate Delights. 

Thank you to all who took the 
time to enter and thank you to our 
judges, Barb McCulley of Roches¬ 
ter and Debbie Walt and Shelley 
McDermand of Springfield. 
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Bar Cookies 

• To keep cookies from crumbling as 
you try to slice them, start with a 
log that has been frozen for several 
hours. Then use a very sharp knife 
to slice through. 

Cookie Press Cookies 
• If you are having trouble getting 

your cookies to form properly, put 
your baking sheet in the freezer for 
an hour or two, while keeping the 
dough at room temperature. Then 
when you press out your cookies 
onto the frozen sheet, the dough 
will stick to it. 

Cutout Cookies 
• Do you struggle with cutout cookie 

dough sticking to your rolling pin? Roll 
out your dough between two sheets of 
waxed paper. This will eliminate the 
sticking problem. 

Icebox or Pinwheel Cookies 
• Keep cookies nice and round by standing 

them upright in a tall drinking glass while 
they’re chilling. This way they won’t get 
flat on one side before you cut them. 

• To prevent cookies from flattening while 
you slice them, rotate the log a quarter 
turn after each slice. 

• Create a liner for your baking pan 
by turning the pan upside-down 
and covering it with aluminum foil, 
making sure to form the comers and 
leaving an overhang of an inch or 
two. Then, remove the foil, turn the 
pan right side up, turn the foil over 
and place it inside the pan. It will 
make a perfect liner for your pan. If 
required by your recipe, grease the 
liner. Then continue baking your 
bar cookies as directed. Once baked, 
you can lift out the entire batch of 
bars and place it on a cooling rack 
to cool completely. You can then 
immediately reuse your baking pan 
for another batch without having to 
wait for the previous batch to cool, 
and you won’t have to wash the pan. 

All Cookies 
• Eliminate the need to grease your 

baking sheets and wash them later by 
lining them with parchment paper. 
Parchment paper can be reused sev¬ 
eral times and gives excellent results. 

• Cookies and cakes bake more evenly 
in the center of your oven. If you are 
baking more than one item, try to 
place them as close to the center of 
the oven as possible but leave about 
an inch between them. 

Cakes Holiday tips and nfcks 
for cookfes and cakes If you are baking a two-layer cake 

and the layers come out uneven, 
level the layer with a serrated knife. 
Then apply a coat of frosting to the 
rough edge leftover from the 
cut. Let the frosting dry before 
frosting the rest of the cake. 

Put your cake layers in the 
freezer for an hour or two be¬ 
fore frosting them. They will 
firm up and won’t crack and 
crumble when you apply the 
frosting. 

unocoiaieuoverea 
Cherry Cookies 

Stir together flour, cocoa, salt, baking 
powder and baking soda. In mixing 

bowl, beat butter and sugar on low speed 
until fluffy. Add egg and vanilla. Beat well. 
Gradually add dry ingredients to creamed 
mixture; beat until well blended. Shape 
dough into 1-inch balls, place on an un- 
greased cookie sheet and press down cen¬ 
ters with thumb. Drain cherries, reserving 
juice. Place a cherry in center of each cook¬ 
ie. In small saucepan, heat chocolate chips 
and milk until chocolate is melted. Stir in 4 
tsp. of reserved cherry juice. Spoon about 1 
tsp. of frosting over each cherry, spreading 
to cover cherry. Frosting may be thinned 
with additional cherry juice if necessary. 
Bake about 10 minutes at 350° degrees. 
Remove to wire rack to cool. 

*Pam Gordon 
EnerStar Power Corp. 

1-1/2 C. flour 
1/2 C. unsweetened cocoa 
1/4 tsp. salt 
1/4 tsp. baking powder 
1/4 tsp. baking soda 
1/2 C. butter or margarine, softened 
1 C. sugar 

1 egg 
1-1/2 tsp. vanilla 
1 (10-oz.) jar maraschino cherries, 
reserve juice 

1 (6-oz) pkg. chocolate chips 
1/2 C. sweetened condensed milk 
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Keep It Cleon 
Have a food safe holiday and protect your family and friends 

"Don't ruin your 
holiday with a case 
of food poisoning." 

At this holiday time of year, food safety is as im- 

portant as ever. Those planning holiday meals 

will want to follow a few important recommenda¬ 

tions from the Food Safety Inspection Service 

(FSIS), a division of the U.S. Department of Agri¬ 

culture (USDA). 

Key food safety points begin with - keep it 

clean! Always wash hands with soap and water 

for a full 20 seconds before and after handling raw 

products. Also clean work surfaces often, especially 

cutting boards. 

Combat cross-contamination by storing raw 

meat, poultry and seafood on a plate or tray so raw 

juices don’t drip onto other foods. In addition, use 

one cutting board for raw meat products and an¬ 

other for other ready-to-eat foods, OR wash cutting 

boards well between each use. Last, don’t spread 

bacteria with dirty dishcloths, sponges or towels. 

Bacteria can thrive in these moist areas where bits 

of food may be. Use paper towels or freshly-cleaned 

cloths or sponges and soap and hot water to clean 

work and food preparation areas. 

Cook food safely. Use a food thermometer to 

be sure meat, poultry and other dishes are cooked 

to the proper internal temperature. Egg dishes 

should be cooked to 160° F. When cooking eggs, 

the yolks and white should be firm. Don’t use 

recipes in which eggs remain raw or only partially 

cooked. Fish should be cooked until it flakes easily 

with a fork and is opaque. 

When microwaving, be sure there 

are no cold spots in foods. Cover, 

stir and rotate food for even cooking 

to prevent this. When reheating 

sauces, soups and gravies, bring them 

to a boil before using. Reheat other 

leftovers thoroughly to 165° F. 

Chill foods thoroughly. Use an 

appliance thermometer to be sure 

the refrigerator temperature is 40° F or below. The 

freezer should be 0° F. Refrigerate or freeze perish¬ 

able, prepared foods and leftovers within two hours. 

Never defrost or marinate food at room tempera¬ 

ture. Rather, store in the refrigerator. Microwave 

thawing is another option, but be sure to continue 

the cooking process immediately after microwave 

thawing. 

Divide large amounts of leftovers into shallow 

containers for quick cooking in the refrigerator. But 

don’t over-stuff the refrigerator. Cold air must cir¬ 

culate to keep food safe. 

Safe Holiday Buffets 

Don’t ruin your holiday with a case of food poi¬ 

soning. Here are some tips for hosting a food safe 

holiday gathering from FSIS: 

• Don’t let prepared foods sit at room tempera¬ 

ture more than two hours. 

• Keep perishable foods hot (above 140° F) or 

cold (below 40° F), not lukewarm (in the danger 

zone of 40° to 140° F). 

• Thoroughly reheat frozen or refrigerated pro¬ 

cessed meat and poultry products before consump¬ 

tion. 

• Always serve food on clean plates, never put 

food on a previously used plate unless it is thor¬ 

oughly cleaned. 

• Cook fresh roast beef, veal and lamb to at least 

145°F for medium rare and 160°F for medium 

doneness. Bake poultry to 165°F. All other meat, 

fish and ground red meats should be cooked to 

160°F. 

• On the serving table keep hot foods hot with 

chafing dishes, slow cookers and warming trays. Be 

sure temperature keeps hot foods above 140° F. 
• Nesting dishes in bowls of ice should keep cold 

foods at 40°F or colder. Otherwise use small serv¬ 

ing trays and replace them often. 

For additional food safety information, call the 

toll-free USDA Meat and Poultry Hotline at 1- 

888-674-6854 or visit the FSIS Web site: www.fsis. 
usda.gov. 

Source: Keep the Holidays Happy, FSIS, USDA 

Editor’s Note: In last month’s column the edi¬ 

tor failed to site the source for the Poison Ivy Fast 

Facts. The source was - http://poisonivy.aesir.com/ 

view/fastfacts.html. ■ 

Jananne Finck, MS, RD, Springfield 
Extension Center University of Illinois 

* Extension, 217-782-6515 or 
finckj@uiuc.edu. 
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Forget Plastic Christmas Trees 
How to choose and care for this year’s real Christmas tree 

— - C hristmas wouldn’t be Christmas without a tree 

blazing with lights and decorated with all sorts 

of ornaments. A fresh evergreen aroma will perme¬ 

ate the air, sending the mind reeling with thoughts 

of yesteryear and maybe grandma’s fruit cake. 

Okay, some of the thoughts may not occur 

with today’s generations, and fruit cakes definitely 

take on a love it-hate it relationship. 

But no matter what, Christmas trees persevere 

year after year in some form or other. 

As a horticulturist, it would be heresy for me 

to say that there is any other type of Christmas tree 

other than a fresh one. Forget the plastic ones. 
Forget the shiny aluminum contraptions with the 

color wheel forever changing the color of the tree. 

Go with the pines, the firs and the spruces. Go 

for real. 

We grew up with spruces as Christmas trees 

for the most part, just because they were easier to 

grow, and came out of the windbreak, allowing the 

remaining trees to get bigger. 

These days, it’s hard to find a spruce in a tree 

lot or at a nursery, home improvement store or 

anywhere else they sell Christmas trees. Spruces 

may look nice, but their needles are so sharp that 

stringing lights is a chore you want to do out of the 

hearing range of young ears. 

On the needle retention chart, if there were 

one, spruces would be to¬ 

ward the bottom. Even with 

a fresh tree, cool indoor tem¬ 

peratures and lots of water, 

the trees will probably only 

last a couple weeks. Still 

that might be long enough 

"Go with the pines, the 
firs and the spruces. 

Gn for real." 

for some who get tired of youngsters running 

around the tree, or cats climbing up the tree and 

knocking it over. 

Pines were once the big sellers. About 25 years 

ago, you’d find more white pines, Scots pines and 

red pines than anything else. Needle retention 

is off the chart. A fresh pine could last until St. 

Patrick’s Day, though most people get sick of the 

trees by the middle of January. 

Pines are easy to grow. They’ll grow on just 

about any soil, particularly the poorer quality types 

or in those areas that row crop farming is almost 

impossible, which seems to be most tree farms. 

Deer, some insects, and a few diseases seem to 

bother the pines, but usually as they get older. 

Stuck in the middle, but taking a stratospheric 

leap in the last few years are the firs. 

Balsam firs were commonplace, though some¬ 

what more expensive when pines were in their 

heyday. Lately, though, Fraser and Canaan firs 

have become more common, and for those wanting 

a fresh tree, more desirable, with a bluish-tint and 

strong branching structure, coupled with lots of 

spaces to hang ornaments. 

Noble firs are considered one of the grandest of 

all Christmas trees. Sadly, though, they don’t grow 

in our environment, thriving more in the upper 

mountains of the Pacific Northwest. You can get 

them shipped in if you are willing to part with the 

extra money. 

Whatever real tree you select, remember these 

points: 

# Make sure it’s fresh. Bend needles. Smell the 

tree. Cut an inch off the butt end so it’ll absorb 

water. 

• Place the tree away from all heat sources. 

• Make sure the trunk is always in a supply of 

water. Trees drink more the first few days and less 

and less after that. Make sure it doesn’t dry out 

in the first 48 hours. 

• If the tree starts losing needles, it’s probably 

dry and a potential fire hazard. Remove it. ■ 

David Robson is an Extension Educator, 
Horticulture, at the Springfield Extension 
Center, University of Illinois Extension, 
P.0. Box8199, Springfield, IL 62791. 
Telephone: 217-782-6515. 
E-mail: drobson@uiuc.edu. 

msm 
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POND & LAKE LINERS 
Custom Sizes • Reinforced Material 

$.39/SQ. FT. or Less 
• STRENGTH • 

• COMMITMENT • 
• GUARANTEED CONTAINMENT • 

WIN THE BRUSH WAR WITH 

TREE TERMINATOR 
• 3 models cut 20", 12" and 5" trees in one bite 

• Hitches to fit most tractors and skid steer loaders 

• Built to last with a 24 month warranty 

• Swivel hitch, sprayer and grapple options 

For a free color brochure call or visit our website 

(417) 458-4350 • www.treeterminator.com 
 Grace Manufacturing » Plato, MO  

-800-628-1324 CESE 
Call today and ask about our 

monthly specials! 
WE CUSTOM DESIGN TO YOUR SPECIFICATIONS 

Builders, Inc 
QUALITY IS AFFORDABLE 

Blitz Buildings are built to last! 
25 years experience 

Over 12,000 buildings 
constructed 

Blitz Builders #1 in Value 
www. b I i tzto u M d e rs. co m 

Select^ 
Ones-Voy 
Ventures 
Dr. John Ronan DDS 

& Associates 
Can Offer You 

Dentures, Partials 
& Extractions 

ONE-DAY SERVICE 
[DENTURES# \ PARTIALS i 

$124# 
I each m 

\ $154/ 
1 each | 

Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8 to 4 
Call for an Appointment 

(217-479-8444) 
(1-877-565-8981) 

1201 W. Walnut, Jacksonville, IL 62650 
Payment Accepted 

Cash, Mastercard or Visa 
A/o Personal Checks 

Families Have Saved Up To 50% On Heating Costs 
And never have to buy fuel — wood, oil, gos, kerosene — ever again! 

Your Benefits with Hydro-Sil: 

■ Slash heating cost with Energy Star technology 
■ Lifetime warranty. No service contracts 
■ Safe, complete peace of mind 
■ Clean, no fumes, environmentally safe 
■ U.L listed 
■ Preassembled — ready to use 
■ No furnaces, ducts, or chimneys 
■ Portable (11OV) or permanent (220V) 
■ Whole house heating or single room Lifetime Warranty 

Proportional 
'Energy Star" 
thermostat! 

Hydro-Sil is a duct-free/furnace-free high 

performance room-by-room heating system that 

can save you hundreds of dollars in home 

heating costs by replacing old and inefficient 

heating. It can replace or supplement your 

electric heat, gas or oil furnace and woodstoves. 

Hydro-Sil represents economy in heating: 

inside the heater case is a sealed copper tube 

filled with a harmless silicone fluid. It's 

permanent. You'll never run out. "Hydro-Sil 

Energy Star" thermostat controls a variable watt 

hydro element that is only being supplied a 

proportional amount of power on an as-needed 

basis. The silicone liquid is quickly heated, and 

with its heat retention qualities, continues to heat 

after the Hydro element shuts off. Hydro-Sil's 

"Energy Star" proportional control technology 

greatly increases energy savings and comfort. 

Here's what others are saying... 

■ F. Smalley - "A company that 

advertises the truth saved me 50% 

compared to my gas heat. I found it 

hard to believe until my power bill 

came. Thanks a million!" 

■ R. Hanson - "I can't begin to tell you 

how pleased I am with Hydro-SiL.the 

first time in 25 years our electric bill 

was reduced... saved $635, over 40%!" 

■ A. Gonsalves - "We replaced 20 electric 

heaters with Hydro-Sil. Wow — what 

a difference! We received a substantial 

reduction of our electric bill. I have 

recommended Hydro-Sil to many 

people!" 

ORDER TODAY! 
2 MODELS TO CHOOSE FROM 

220 VOLT 
PERMANENT 

Approx. Area 
to Heat 

Discount 
Price Quantity 

8' 2000 watts 250-300 S.f. $299 

6' 1500 watts 180-250 s.f. $279 

5' 1250 watts 130-180 S.f. $249 

4' 1000 watts 100-130 S.f. $229 

3' 750 watts 75-100 s.f. $189 

2' 500 watts 50-75 S.f. $169 

Thermostats Call for options & exact heater needed 

110 VOLT PORTABLES 
(Thermostat Included) 

Discount 
Price Quantity 

5' Hydro-Max 750-1500 watts $219 

4' Convector - Dual watt $179 

3' 750 watts - Silicone $179 

$18.00 shipping per heater $ 

Total Amount $ 

Address_ 

City  Zip_ 

MasterCard or Visa Account Information: 

Acct #  

Expiration Date_ 

Order today or contact us for more info. 

Check ■ MasterCard ■ Visa 

1-800-627-9276 
www.hydrosil.com 

Hydro-Sil, P.0. Box, 662, Fort Mill, SC 29715 



You Only Hove One Choice 
You must act now to combat rising energy costs 

"The solutions 
to your energy 

problems require 
action on your part. 

Phone call after phone call after phone call at my 
office goes like this. 

Ring. Hello, this is Doug Rye. 
Caller: Doug, please help. I am using 20 percent 

less gas than last year but my (natural) gas bills 
are 40 percent higher than they were. I don’t 
understand it. 

Rye : Yes, I’ve been telling you that was going to 
happen. We are NOW at the beginning of an 
energy crisis that I fear is only going to get 
worse. 

Caller: What am I going to do? 
Rye: First, thank God that it was a warmer than 

normal winter. I don’t know what folks would 
have done if it had been a really cold winter. 

Caller: I’ve got to do something or I won’t be able 
to make it next time. 

Rye: You have only ONE choice, I repeat, ONE 
choice. Did you hear me? ONE choice if you 
are going to stay in your present house. You 
must reduce your energy usage. You can do 
that by using less energy or by making your 
house more energy efficient. The latter is by 
far the best long-term answer. If you do both, 

you could obtain really great 
results for years to come ... 

Folks, I do not make up these stories. These 
calls are for real and so are the answers. Please note 
that the solutions to your energy problems require 
action on your part. As my dad used to say, “You 
can complain until you are blue in the face and it 
will not solve the problem.” You must take action 
and the sooner the better. 

Many of you have also noticed an increase in 
your electric bills. On my last electric bill, 20 per¬ 
cent of the total was for fuel adjustments. That’s 
because fuel costs are rising and the electric coop¬ 
eratives, along with other electric utilities, have no 
choice but to pass the costs on to you. The main 
factor behind the rising costs has to do with higher 
natural gas prices used by many utilities for genera¬ 
tion during peak demand periods and increased 
demand for coal. In some areas of the country coal 
shortages are being caused by problems with the 
railroads. That forces some generators to switch 
to more expensive natural gas, or buy power on 
the spot market. Illinois co-ops use Illinois coal in 
many cases, but increased demand, environmental 
expenses and even increased diesel for local truck¬ 
ing raises the cost of this local energy resource. 

With the cost to generate electricity on the 
rise, now more than ever is the time for you to take 
action. If you make your home more energy ef¬ 
ficient, as I’ve been teaching for 20 plus years, your 
utility bill can go down because you will be using 
fewer kilowatt hours. 

To help you do that I’d recommend you call 
on your local electric co-op’s member service pro¬ 
fessional. The Illinois member services employees 
have a booklet called the “Certified Comfort 
Home” manual that illustrates many of the same 
energy efficiency building techniques I talk about 
all the time. You can also call on me if you have 
questions. Feel free to call me at my office at 501- 
653-7931. ■ 

Doug Rye is the popular host of the 
“Home Remedies” radio show, works as 
a consultant for the Electric Cooperatives 
of Arkansas to promote energy efficiency 
to cooperative members statewide. To 
order Doug’s video, call Doug at 1-888- 
Doug-Rye. More energy-efficiency tips 
can also be found at www.ecark.org 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



America’s Oldest & Largest Rare Breed Hatchery 
FREE COLOR CATALOG 

Over 140 varieties of Baby Chicks, Bantams, 
Turkeys, Guineas, Peafowl, Game Birds, 
Waterfowl. Also Eggs, Incubators, Books, 
Equipment and Medications. 

Call 1-800-456-3280 
(24 hours a day) 

Murray McMurray Hatchery, 
C132, Webster City, Iowa 50595-0458 
Website: http://www.mcmurrayhatchery.com 

/Hj/ARNTFRIENDLY , SANGAMON 
FLOORS ^ RADIANT 

/^upono^X 7''co\ uponor aqua pex tubing products 
{Radiant ROOT Heating 7X^1 for agricultural, commercial shop 

tsgr floors and homes 
(217)971-8592 FAX (217)483-7973 • Evening (217)483-3223 

John 0. McMillan - Owner 

Wick 
My Buildings 

800-356-9682 • Check out FallBuildingDays.com for all the details 

Mobile Home 
Owners: ROOF KING 

Mobile Home Super Insulated 
Roof Over Systems 

40 Year Warranty 
Factory Direct From Roof King 

1 -800-748-0645 
www. roof ki ng. net 

The 
Toughest 
Glue On 
Planet 
Earth. 
Bonds hundreds 

of materials 
including wood, 

stone, metal, ceramic ancf 

more! Incredibly strong 
and 100% waterproof! 

I-800-966-3458 • www.gorillaglue.com 

The Toughest 
Tape On 

Planet Earth. 

Extra Thick. Extra Stick. 
New Gorilla Tape sticks to things 

ordinary tapes simply can’t 

I-800-966-3458 • www.gorillatape.com 

SLASH YOUR HEAT BILL UP TO 50% 
Heat 500 to 1000 sq. ft. for pennies a day with an energy saving 

Infra Red Heating System 
ENERGY EFFICIENT: Operates on less than a Mr Coffee per day. 

r Vv ^ 

PORTABLE - 110 VOLT 

■ Thermostat controlled 
> Over 20 yrs. of satisfied customers 
• Will not reduce humidity or oxygen 
« Filters the air 
• 3 year warranty 
• Cannot start a fire 
• Safe for children and pets 
• Energy efficient safe, soft, comfortable heat 

Uncover 'The amazing results” documenting the SUNHEAT solar zone 

electronic heating system’s many benefits. To inform you on the SUNHEAT 

zone concept, we would like to share some background information with 

you. The SUNHEAT is remarkably efficient due to its use of the specially 

developed safe infrared heat chambers. Each chamber utilizes three unique 

solid copper heat exchangers. Over 25 years of research and field-testing 

stand behind infrared heat in residential and commercial applications world¬ 

wide. 

The best way to describe this system’s potential is to first describe its ben¬ 

efits. The manufacturer has concentrated its design efforts around the three 

most important consumer benefits of any heating system: economy, com¬ 

fort, and safety. The resulting performance cannot be outperformed by any 

other heating system on the market. 

Incredibly the SUNHEAT uses 35% less energy than a conventional elec¬ 

tric fumace/baseboard system. The SUNHEAT will heat more efficiently 

than the Heat Pump. When compared with today’s skyrocketing gas, pro¬ 

pane, and fuel oil cost, the SUNHEAT zone heater provides unbelievable 

savings. 

There is no heat wasted near the ceiling. The unique solar zone process 

virtually prevents the wasteful air layering as with conventional heating 

systems. 

The SUNHEAT requires no installation and can be plugged into any 110 

volt outlet. There is a lower purchase/installation cost per heated square 

foot than any other system. Our zone heater requires no special 240v wiring 

or expensive, inefficient ducting, piping or chimney. Home or business owners 

FACTORY DIRECT 

SALE 
SAVE UP TO 

$2oo00 

Uses electricity (not gas or oil) 
Quality compact wood cabinet 

(Not Plastic) 
Put the heat where you need it 
Even heat wail to wall and 

floor to ceiling 
60 day money back guarantee 

can install the system with no problem. Simply plug it in. 

Our zone area heating concept saves money. Using individually controlled 

units, the SUNHEAT system provides heat only where and when it is needed 

for more control over area comfort and energy bills. 

There is lower operating and maintenance costs than conventional heat 

systems and the SUNHEAT is virtually maintenance free. There is no un¬ 

wanted changing of filters or high prices for replacements since our zone 

heaters have a lifetime washable polytron filter. There are absolutely no 

burners to adjust or replace. Long-life industrial infrared commercial tube 

quartz is replaced easily and inexpensively. A full three-year warranty, in¬ 

cluding the new commercial quartz tubes, protects the consumer’s invest¬ 

ment. The SUNHEAT does not remove humidity from the air! It actually 

helps maintain desirable humidity levels. Also, water does not readily col¬ 

lect on the windows as with conventional systems. 

Due to SUNHEAT’S unique concept, the floors stay warmer since the air 

is mixed at ground level. This makes the temperature difterence, from floor 

to ceiling, is not more than 2 degrees Fahrenheit. 

This one of a kind system operates as quietly as a whisper! The SUNHEAT’S 

efficiency is based on the distribution of energized air as well as water mol¬ 

ecules which do not depend on high-speed airflow. 

Since the outside of the unit does not get hot, you may place this zone heater 

anywhere you want and not have to worry about problems that space heat¬ 

ers pose. You can set it and forget it! SUNHEAT-never before has safety, 

comfort and soft heat been packaged together in such a remarkable heater. 

BBB 
—f— 
MEMBER 

FREE 
FREIGHT 

If Ordered 
Within 7 Days 

T&R Distributing To Order by: 
3724 Arch Ave. Phone: 888-408-1363 ext. 19 
Grand Island, NE 68803 Fax: 800-392-4587 
SINCE 1954 www.sunheat.info 

MODEL 750 -Heats 500 sq. ft. 
MSRP $54900 - SALE $37900 No. Price 

MODEL 1500 -Heats 1000 sq. ft. 
MSRP $64900 - SALE $44900 No. Price 

NE Residents add 5V2% tax 
Freiaht $25.00 (Free freiqht within 7 days) 

TOTAL 

Payment Information: Credit Card 

□ Check □ Discover □ Visa □ Mastercard 

Credit Card # 

Print Name Exp. Date (Mo./Yr.) 

Signature 

Ship To: 
Name 

Address 

City ST Zip 

Phone ( ) 



FINEST COOKING 

Cheddar Chowder 
Lori Downing 

2 C. water 
2 C. diced potatoes 
1/2 C. diced carrots 
1/2 C. diced celery 

1/4 C. chopped onion 
1 tsp. salt 

1/4 tsp. pepper 

White Sauce: 
1/4 C. butter 
1/4 C. flour 
2 C. milk 
2 C. shredded Cheddar cheese 
1 C. ham, diced 

Combine water, potatoes, carrots, celery, 

onion, salt and pepper in a large pot. Boil 

for 10'12 minutes. In a small saucepan, 

make the white sauce by melting the but- 

ter and adding flour. Stir until smooth 

(about 1 minute). Slowly add milk; cook 

until thickened. Add cheese; stir until 

melted. Add the white sauce and ham to 

vegetables that have not been drained. 

Heat through. Serves 6. 

Apple Bundt Cake (right) 
Lori Downing 

2 eggs 
2 C.sugar 
1-1/2 C. vegetable oil 
3 C. flour 
1 tsp. baking soda 
1 tsp. cinnamon 
1/2 tsp. salt 
3 C. apples, peeled and diced 
1 C. chopped pecans 

Butter Cream Sauce: 
1/2 butter (no substitutes) 
1 C.sugar 
1/2 C. whipping cream 
1 tsp. vanilla 

In a large mixing bowl, beat the eggs, 

sugar and oil. Combine the flour, baking 

soda, cinnamon and salt. Gradually add 

to the batter (the batter will be stiff). Fold 

in apples and pecans. Pour into a greased 

bundt pan. Bake at 325° for l'l/4-l'l/2 
hours or until a toothpick inserted near 

the center comes out clean. Cool for 10 

minutes before removing from pan. 

Sauce: Melt butter in a small saucepan; 

add sugar, cream and vanilla. Cook and 

stir over low heat until sugar is dissolved 

and sauce is heated through. Slice cake 

and serve with warm sauce. Refrigerate 

any leftover sauce. 

Orange Cream 
Cheese Muffins 
Lori Downing 

1 (3-oz.) pkg. cream cheese, softened 

1/4 C. sugar 
1 egg, beaten 
1/2 C. orange juice 

1-3/4 C. buttermilk biscuit mix 
1/4 C. chopped pecans 
6 tsp. orange marmalade 

In a mixing bowl, beat cream cheese and 

sugar. Add egg and juice. Beat well. Stir in 

biscuit mix only until dry ingredients are 

moistened. Fold in pecans. Grease a jumbo 

muffin pan. Spoon 1/4 C. batter into each 

cup. Spoon 1 tsp. of marmalade into the 

center of each muffin. Divide remaining 

batter over the marmalade. Bake at 400° 

for 20 minutes or until golden brown. Let 

stand for 5 minutes before removing to a 

cooling rack. Yields 6 jumbo muffins. 

Visit www.icl.coap 
to see an archive of past 

Illinois Country Living 
recipes. 

Tina’s Famous Roast 
and Gravy 
Cindy Drunner 

2-6 lb. sirloin roast 
1 clove garlic, chopped 
2 T. salt 
1 tsp. dry oregano leaves 
1 tsp. black pepper 
1 tsp. crushed red pepper 
2 bay leaves 
1 tsp. dry parsley 
1 tsp. garlic powder 
1-1/2 C. water 
1/2 C. red wine 

3 boxes brown gravy mix 

Combine garlic, salt, oregano, black pep¬ 

per, red pepper, bay leaves, parsley, garlic 

powder, water and wine in a non-metal 

roasting dish. Place roast in the dish and 

marinade in the refrigerator over night; 

turning once, cook roast in marinade, cov¬ 

ered at 350° for 4 hours. Check for liquid; 

add water if needed. When done, let cool 

to slice or pull apart while warm for sand¬ 

wiches. Gravy: Add enough water to mari¬ 

nade to make 6 cups of liquid. Add gravy 

mix, whisk and cook until thickened. Add 

cornstarch and water if needed to thicken. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



Tastes From the Country 
Who: Hamilton County Homemakers 

Education Association of Mcleansboro, IL 

Cost: $7, plus $3 shipping 

Details: Soft-backed, comb-bound 

Pages of recipes: 132 

Send Checks to: Phyllis Parr, Rt. 1 Box 144, 
Dahlgren, IL 62828 or call her 

at 618-736-2499. 

Spinach Dip (above) 
HEA Board Members 

1 C. sour cream 
1 C. mayonnaise 
2 T. Parmesan cheese 
1 pkg. Knorr vegetable soup mix 
1 T. finely chopped onion 
1 (10-oz.) pkg. frozen spinach, 

thawed and liquid squeezed out 

1 (8-oz.) can water chestnuts, 
chopped coarsely 

Combine all ingredients and refrigerate 

overnight. Serve with bread or crackers. 

Spice of Christmas Life 
Ruby Hamilton 

1/4 C. brown sugar 
1/3 C. red cinnamon candies 
1-2 cinnamon sticks 

6-8 whole cloves 
3 C. cranberry juice 
3 C. unsweetened pineapple juice 

3-4 C. water 

Put the brown sugar, cinnamon candies, 

cinnamon sticks and cloves in a coffee 

pot basket. Pour the cranberry juice, pine¬ 

apple juice and water into the coffee pot. 

Percolate the mixture. 

Holiday Breakfast Bread 
Vi Gene Goad 

3 C. flour 
2 C.sugar 
1 tsp. baking soda 
1 tsp. salt 
1 tsp. cinnamon 
3 eggs 
1-1/2 C. oil 
1 C. chopped pecans 
1C. coconut 
2 C. dried bananas 
1 Ig. can crushed pineapple, drained 
1-1/2 tsp. vanilla 

Mix flour, sugar, baking soda, salt and cin¬ 

namon. Blend together eggs and oil and add 

to the cinnamon mixture. Add pecans, co¬ 

conut, bananas, pineapple and vanilla. Pour 

batter into two loaf pans. Bake at 350° for 

1 hour or 1 hour and 20 minutes. 

Pecan Brittle 
Elsie Auxier 

1 C.sugar 
1/2 C. white com syrup 
1/8 tsp. salt 
2 C. pecans 
1 tsp. oleo 
1 tsp. vanilla 
1 tsp. baking soda 

Grease a 2 qt. glass measuring bowl. Cook 

sugar, com syrup and salt in a microwave 

on high for 2-3 minutes or until boiling. 

Cook 4 minutes then stir in nuts, oleo 

and vanilla. Cook for 2 more minutes. 

Immediately stir in baking soda until light 

and foamy. Quickly pour mixture onto a 

greased cookie sheet and spread thin with 

a spoon. Cool and break into pieces. 

Is your church or community organization selling its 
own unique cookbook filled with favorite recipes of 
cooks in your area? If so, send your cookbook to 

Catrina McCulley, Illinois Country Living, P.O. Box 

3787, Springfield, IL 62708. Please include the price of 
your cookbook plus postage costs and the name, address 

and telephone number of the cooperative member we 
should contact for more information. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • December 2006 



5 Original 
OUTSIDE 

WOODBURNING 
FURNACE 
“Since 1976” 

Call Toll Free 
Today for a 

FREE! 

1 30-year perforation warranty 
■ Full technical support from start to finish 
1 Fully customized to meet your needs 
■ Factory-direct savings 

Our building consultants are ready to take your call 

1-800-668-51111 

LOWEST COST 
Term Life Insurance 

Issue ages through 90 

TALIC FORM NO. 1-32207-198 

AGE $100,000 $250,000 
45 12.78 22.75 
55 16.19 31.28 
65 31.06 68.47 
Rates figured on monthly cost for female non-tobacco users. 

RAMLET & ASSOC, INC. 

(800) 933-6354 

“The 

www.hardyheater.com 
Bates@hardyheatef.com 

stainless steel construction 
Heats home and household 
hot water 
10-year warranty 
Connects to your existing 
central duct 
or hydronic system 
Standard with bronze 
circulator pump 
and automatic draft 
combustion blower, and grates 
Units from 100,000 to 250,000 
BTU’s output 
Financing Available (new) 
Dealer Inquiries Welcome 

Hardy Manufacturing 
Company, inc. 

12345 Road 505 
PHILADELPHIA. MS 39350 

(1-800-542-7395) 

HERITAGE 
BUILDING SYSTEMS® 

Established 1979 

A Built To Last 

30’x 40’x 10’ $5,975 

40’x 60’x 12’ $10,294 

60’x 100’x 16’ $25,886 

Since 1979 Heritage Building Systems' 
focus has been to provide the 
industry with the finest quality, best 
looking pre-engineered steel 
structures at the lowest possible price. 

1 .800.643.5555 
www.heritagebuildings.com 

Save 40% 
on your 
energy bill 

BLUE SKY 
ENERGY 
SAVERS 
SPRAY-ON INSULATION 

Electric co-op energy advisors recommend spray-on 
cellulose insulation over fiberglass because it: 

• Stops air infiltration 

• Provides consistent comfort 

• Has superior fire, pest and sound protection 

• Contains a safe anti-mildew ingredient 

• Reduces construction costs 

• Is made from 100% recycled products 

For a dealer near you, or to start your own cellulose 
insulation business call, 

(618) 346-0271, (fax)-618-346-0272 • www.bluesky-usa.com 

Advertising in 

L1N01S 
OO U IMTTFfV' LJIXTHMOi 

Predates Re 
Relying on word of mouth is a risky marketing 
strategy. Let Illinois Country Living connect you 
with 156,000 Illinoisans across the state. Get 
your business moving by placing an ad. 

Why advertise with 
Illinois Country Living? 

• Advertisers stay for extended periods of 
time because readers bring them results 
• 60 percent of our readers use ads as 
reference when making purchases. 
• 36 percent save an ad for future 
reference. 
• 13 percent have contacted advertisers. 
• 12 percent have purchased a product 
or service 
• 10 percent recommended a product or 
service to someone else for purchase. 
• Largest downstate monthly publication. 
• For more than 60 years, providing 
information on rural issues 



MARKETPLACE 

Visit scenic Hardin County Illinois’ 
First and Final Frontier. Borders Ohio 
River in Southern Illinois’ Shawnee 
Forest www.hardincountyil.org 
618'287-4333 

Wanted: Indian artifacts of all kinds. 
Free appraisals. 309-543'3847 
evenings or leave message. 

Authorized rainbow distributor. 
Repairs, supplies and service. Living 
air purifiers. L & L Distributing, 
116 S. Van Buren St., Newton, IL 
62448. 618-783-3755. 

For sale: Cherry Lumber. 1" THICK, 
600' board feet $490. For all. 618-842- 
9588. 

Wanted to buy: Standing timber. All 
species. Pay top price. Clear or select 
cut. Call 815-434-4141. 

Argo direct amphibious vehicles. 6 
and 8 wheel true all terrain vehicles. 
618-588-4444. www.ARGODIRECT 
6X6.com. Cause your ATV don’t float 
and your boat ain’t got wheels! 

Illinois Consulting Foresters, Inc. 
Timber Sales-Forest Management. We 
work for the landowner, www. Illinois 
consultingforesters.org. Ph. 618-526- 
4251. 

Insulation — 4x8 sheets, foil-backed 
foam — also rolls of foil-bubble- 
pak insulation. All factory seconds. 
Contact Ken Nichols at 800-424-1256. 

Filter queen/defender sales, service and 
supplies. For free information, call 800- 
753-5401, 618-948-2874 or write She- 
N-I, Inc. RR1, Allendale, IL 62410. 

Bay City General Store and Riverfront 
Lodging on the Ohio River. New 
rooms, AC, Dish. Plus antiques and 
MORE, www.baycitystoreandlodging 
ohioriver.com 

Miniature Mediterranean donkeys. 
Pet, show and breeding quality. Gray 
duns, chocolates, spotteds and blacks. 
Visitor’s welcome. Canton, IL. 309- 
647-7162. www.copperascreek.com. 

Wanted to buy: Standing walnut 
timber. Also buying quality Oak, etc. 
McKinnon Timber. 217-437-5009 or 
217-242-5401 

Wanted to buy: Standing timber, most 
species. Pay top prices. Call 217-285- 
2760. 

Starved Rock Lodge. All season resort 
in the State Park. Indoor pool, Internet 
specials and events, www.starved 
rocklodge.com 800-868-7625. Winter 
Packages & Eagles all winter long! 

Important Notice! Blowout Clearance 
Sale with name brand kidswear! Save 
50-70% off retail! Exclusive time 
limited offer! Log on www.magic 
kidsusa.com or call 888-225-9411 for 
free catalog. Mention discount code 
MK26244"01 for Huge Savings! 

Southern Illinois Cabin Rental: Oak 
Grove Cabin, new fully furnished 
two bedrooms, private cabin retreat. 
Visit www.oakgrovecabin.com or call 
618-529-3408 

INTERNATIONAL COMPANY looking 
for individuals to be part of the 
next trillion $ industry. $1.2 million 
Mega Bonus Promotion. Product and 
business guarantee. 888-251-1538 

First Street Restaurant Equipment used 
slicers tenderizers grinders meatsaws 
ss sinks tables. New and used cooking 
equipment, pottery wheels and kilns 
2615 So First Springfield 217-522- 
3934 or 217-971-8592 

For Sale: Cashmere goats. Males and 
females $50 each. Call 618-275-4336. 

Grass Fed Beef: No grain, just grass - 
all natural. Order Halves and Quarters 
now to avoid long waiting lists. Call 
618-586-2488 or email beef@flying- 
s.com 

Vacation cabins Ohio River, Shawnee 
National Forest, Elizabethtown, 
IL. Cedar Hill River Cabins, Ohio 
River National Scenic Byway, www. 
cedarhillriverresort.com. 888-304- 
6319. 

Alaska Cruise 
Plus a land tour oS the Pacific Northwest 

Make new friends and lifelong memories visiting the last of the 
wilderness like areas in America. YMT’s Alaska travel vacations 
otter a six-day deluxe motor coach tour of Yellowstone and Grand 
Teton National Parks, as well as highlights of Canada and the 
Pacific Northwest. In Vancouver B.C., you’ll sail on board a 
5-STAR Holland America Line Cruise ship for seven days and 
experience Alaska’s Inside Passage and see the spectacular 
glaciers, migrating whales and a wondrous maze of forested 
islands. Prices for this fabulous 15-Day vacation start at only 
$1698 (per person, double occupancy) including all taxes and 
port charges. Departs from Salt Lake City with an overnight stay 
in Seattle before returning home. Airfare is extra and starts at 
$500. Space is limited on the motor coach. $100 deposits are 
due now to reserve your tour. All $150 for June and August and 
$300 for July departure dates. Cruise aboard Holland America Line's 

For information, reservations and brochure call...  

Call Your Man Tours today...1-800-888-8204 

Sarasota Florida Condo for Rent. 
2 br/2 ba/ wd/ pool. Near Siesta 
Key beaches. Beautifully and newly 
decorated. 217-868-2237 

QUANTUM METAL BUILDINGS SYSTEMS 
“Leap to the Future of Steel Buildings” 

COLOR ROOF, WALLS & TRIM = 
30x30x10 $ 5,900 
40x40x10 $ 8,995 
40x60x10 $10,600 
50x60x10 $15,964 

24 through 150 clear span 

1-877-372-2080 www.qmbuild.com 
COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL AGRICULTURAL 

CHURCHES ARENAS 

How to place an ad 

1) Type or print ad neatly. 

2) Count words. Cost is $30 for up to the first 20 words. $1.50 each additional 
word. Ads with insufficient funds will not be printed. 

3) Prepayment is required. Include check or money order with ad for amount due. 
Also include address label from Illinois Country Living or other proof of Illinois 
electric cooperative membership. Only members of Illinois electric cooperatives 
may place Marketplace ads. 

4) Mail to: Illinois Marketplace, P.O. Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708, by 
deadline. 

Deadlines: February issue - December 20; 
March issue - January 22. 

We reserve the right to reject any advertisement. Ads postmarked after the deadline will be placed in the 
next available issue. Non-members wishing to advertise should contact Denise Guttery at 800-593-2432 for 
information about display advertising. 
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Merry Christmas 
from the UCinois ‘Touchstone ‘Energy® co-op empCoyees 

Touchstone Energy" www.touchstoneenergy.coop 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



CALL^FORTREE ESTIMATE 

MOBILE HOME ROOF PROBLEMS? 
Lifetime Warranty* 

PERM&ROOF 
from fS.gOtlierii^Builders, 

'The Mobile botue Roo-foveh SpeaiaAisi 
♦ STEEL ROOFING 

2 " - 3" INSULATION 
!♦ ONE FOOT OVERHANG 
U NO MORE ROOF RUMBLE 

L LOWER UTILITY BILLS 

HEAR BETTER AND SAVE! 
Basic Full Shell Digital Full Shell 

Now $ 195 Now $495 
\us 

MID-AMERICA 
HEARING CENTER 
Licensed Hearing instrument Specialists 

1050 W. Hayward Drive 
Mt. Vernon, MO 65712 

800-354-1905 
526 N. Business 65 
Branson, MO 65616 

800-649-6242 

558 E. Mt. Vernon Blvd. 
Mt. Vernon, MO 65712 

800-372-4554 
601 S. 291 Hwy 

Liberty, MO 64068 

877-631-5115 
www. midamericahearing. com 

“OUR BEST...FOR LESS...IN A DAY" 

DON'T TAKE IT SO HARD....? 
Physics softens your water 

like lightning treats the rain 
without electricity, salt or chemicals - for city or well water 
SoPhTec Water Conditioning System for HOME & 
AGRICULTURE. Controls hardness, calcium scale 
and corrosion. Removes existing scale. Helps control 

sulfur odor. Saves energy costs. Installs easily. Maintenance and ser¬ 
vice free. Use 50% less soaps & detergents. The SoPhTec water condi¬ 
tioning system makes hard water act like soft water. 

The SoPhTec water conditioning system extends equipment life. 
Prevents scale build up, clogging of lines, fixtures and equipment. 

SoPhTec is a cost effective alternative to a salt water system. 
Total system cost for the home - $388 including shipping and handling. 

A 90 day money back guarantee plus a ten year warranty. 
To receive a free brochure and water hardness test strip, call or write: 

Call Toll Free 1-800-708-2872 
e-mail: mainline@att.net 

Carl Knight - SoPhTec Distributor 
4860 Quarry Lane, Richmond Hts., OH 44143 , 

Farm • Industrial • Commercial 
25 Year Warranty on Roof & Walls; 

Prices F.O.B. Mfg. Plants; 
Seal Stamped Blue Prints; 
Easy Bolt Together Design. 

PRICES INCLUDE COLOR SIDES 
& GALVALUME ROOF 30’ x 50’ x 10’ $7,777 

40’x 60’x 12’ $10,250 
60’ x 100’ x 16’ $24,450 
80’ x 100’ x 16’ $31,875 
100’ x 150’ x 16’ $55,485 (Local codes may affect prices) 

Arena Special 
(roof & frame) 

100'x 100’x 14’...$32,490 

oil 4 V 
STEEL BUILDING SYSTEMS 

Fax: 940-484-6746 email: info@ rhinobidg.com 
Website: http://www.RHINOBLDG.COM 

Toll Free 1-888-320-7466 

K 
KENTUCKY 

STEEL TRUSS 
BUILDINGS 

20/90 

24x30x8 
30x36x8 
40x48x10 
50x60x12 
60x80x12 
75x80x14 

S4,595 
$5,595 
$9,295 

$14,495 
$20,695 
$27,595 

[FREE CATALOGUE 

1-859-745-0606 
www.kstbuild.com 

Newlook! 
TheHobsteet 

since 1986 

^Building Solutions” 
.. .with integrity! 

Professional service, quality products 

Supplying a variety ^ Pointed melal and many sizes available 
of quality buildings Engineered buildings and kits available 

designed to meet A Fully insured for your protection 
Your needs. Call today for ^ajar credit cards are accepted 

a FREE brochure 

1-800-582-BARN (2276) 
riationalbarn.com 

Log On! For Pricing, Photos, Brochure, FAQ... 

& 

TlAl’Bi 

MID-AMERICA 
Pole Barn Co. 
30 x 50 x 10 Galvalume 

$6,900.00 
Price includes material, delivery, 

construction, factory trusses, screws 
Open M - F 8 to 5 

1-866-456-0959 
Price is subject to change without notice 
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:hids in the Cornfield sells for $12. • 
It is available at Borders, Barnes 
,ble, B. Dalton and Walden bookstores. 

The group’s Web site 
vw.geocities.com/orchidsinthecorn e 

so lists local bookstores and gift shops 

The Heartland Women’s Writers 
Guild meets at the Morrison- 

Talbott library in Waterloo every 
month. Some members come and go, 
but 11 women have been meeting 
there every month since 1998. They 
come from four southwestern Illi¬ 
nois counties. The group, originally 
formed by creative writing teacher 
Roselyn Mathews, meets to share 
each member’s poems, short stories or 
essays about their lives and to receive 
constructive criticism from the other 
group members. 

Lori Becherer, group member 
from Millstadt and a member of 
Monroe County Electric Co-Opera¬ 
tive, says, “We have become family, 

sharing and supporting each other 
through the joys and challenges of 
life. The most rewarding part of the 
journey has been in bringing laughter, 
inspiration and hope to our readers.” 

Becherer and 10 other group 
members joined together to compile 
their best work into a book. Orchids 
in the Cornfield: Collected Writings 
of the Heartland Women’s Writers 
Guild was published in December 
2005 and had a second printing this 
spring. 

These women are not profession¬ 
al writers. They range in age from 37 
to 93 years old and come from a di¬ 
verse selection of backgrounds. They 
consist of a local farmer’s daughter, 

a military wife, a teacher, a hospice 
volunteer, a lawyer, a painter, a retir¬ 
ee, a Netherlands native, and that’s 
just to name a few. They are mothers, 
daughters, sisters and wives, writing 
about their lives and personal events 
that have touched them. 

The book consists of 12 chapters 
such as, “Bird Songs Band On The 
Drums Of Daylight, With Johnny 
Cash As My Witness, I Was Lucky 
To Have Been There and Life Can¬ 
not Be Lived Or Measured In A 
Straight Line.” 

The book’s Web site www. 
geocities.com/orchidsinthecornfield 
features testimonials. Sharon Mundy 
of Millstadt says, “The writing cap¬ 
tures what it means to be a ‘Midwest 
Woman’ in funny, ironic, heartwarm¬ 
ing and sometimes painful reflections 
of our lifestyle and countryside.” 

Beverly Manning of Columbia 
says, “It’s just like us. It’s our back¬ 
ground, our area, people like us, 
writing these, and it hits home. We 
understand them.” 

Authors o/Orchids In The Cornfield: Collected Writing of the Heartland Women’s 
Writers Guild. Back row from left are Melany Nitzsche, Elizabeth Parker, Patricia 
Robert, Gea Pierce, Meg Bergmann and Lori Becherer. Front row from left are Lucy 
Engbring, Roselyn Mathews, Geriann Fitzgerald and Donna Schenk. Elizabeth Hoff¬ 
man is not pictured. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



DATEBOOK 

1 , Annual Christmas Lighted 
Parade in Downtown Pontiac. Com¬ 
munity and businesses show Christmas 
spirit through this annual lighted parade 
that includes cars, trucks, floats and 
costumed characters. “Light it up in 
downtown Pontiac!” 815-844-6692 
or www.pontiac.org. 

1 , Celebrate the Season in Down¬ 
town Genoa. The Genoa Chamber will 
be kicking off the season with a Festival 
of Lights Parade, a tree lighting, live 
reindeer to pet, carriage rides and food 
and craft booths. 815-784-2212 or 
www.genoa-il.com. 

1 -2, Christmastown in Down¬ 
town Tuscola. Many events are planned, 
including a Friday night craft show and 
breakfast on Saturday morning with 
Santa. In addition, enjoy a parade and 
housewalk. 217-253-4440. 

2 and 9, The Annual 
Christmas Store at Stagecoach Inn 
in Middletown. 9 a.m.-l p.m. Get some 
great Christmas deals with items priced 
from $.25-$10. 

2 , Lucia Fest at the Evangelical 
Covenant Church in Paxton. 9 a.m.- 12 
p.m. Brunch, bazaar and bake sale. 217- 
379-3554 or evcov@conxxus.com. 

2 P Mistletoe Ball at historic Turner 
Hall in Galena. An elegant sit-down 
dinner, contemporary and period live 
orchestra music, great raffle prizes and 
a cash bar. Period dress and holiday at¬ 
tire are both appropriate. Reservations 
required. 815-777-9129 or www.galena- 
historymuseum.org. 

29 Annual Lights Fantastic 
Parade on the Town Square in Down¬ 
town Carbondale. 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 
This annual lighted evening parade is a 
spectacular parade with 70-75 entries. 
A sparkling start to the holiday season 
for “kids” of all ages. Special activities 
before and after. Free. 618-529-8040 or 
cctb.org. 

2 P Galena Territory Holiday 
Housewalk in Galena. 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. Self-guided tours of five decorated 
homes. Tickets are $12 and all proceeds 
donated to charities designated by ho¬ 
meowners. Holiday refreshments and 
handmade holiday items raffle at Own¬ 
ers’ Club. 815-777-2000. 

Visit our Web site, 
www.icl.coop 

1 -3 1 p The 22nd Annual Festival of Lights in East Peoria. Come witness 
a laser theater show, an indoor winter carnival, a two-mile drive through an electric 
park and a narrated nativity scene. 1-800-365-3743. 

2, Annual Dwight Christmas 
Parade in Downtown Dwight. Parade 
features lighted floats, costumed charac¬ 
ters and visits with Santa. 815-584-3077. 

2-3p Annual Christmas Cheer 
Weekend in Galena. A holiday tradi¬ 
tion at Carl Johnson’s Gallery featuring 
Swedish glugg, pepperkakor and Christ¬ 
mas music. Ten percent off all purchases, 
plus free gift-wrapping. Free. 815-777- 
1222 or www.cjart.net. 

3p Candlelight Christmas Walk 
in Danville. 6:30-8:30 p.m. Meet Mr. 
and Mrs. Lincoln in their home, deco¬ 
rated for the holidays. Enjoy music and 
refreshments. 217-442-2922. 

3p Winter Wonder Walk at the 
Rock Springs Nature Center in Deca¬ 
tur. 2 p.m. This hike will be fun for the 
whole family as we track through the 
forest looking for signs of the hidden 
wildlife. 217-423-7708 or www.macon- 
countyconservation.org. 

9 and 1 Gp Breakfast with 
Santa and the Reindeer at Miller 
Park Zoo in Bloomington. Zoo Super¬ 
intendent John Tobias, expert reindeer 
herder, will mesmerize guests with magi¬ 
cal reindeer stories. Santa will visit with 
youngsters and pose for picture. Every¬ 
one will enjoy a light breakfast. Pre-reg¬ 
istration is required. 309-434-2824. 

8- 9p Murder Mystery Dinner 
Theater at Collver Family Winery in 
Barry. 217-335-3279. 

9p Moscow Ballet’s Great Rus¬ 
sian Nutcracker at the Kirkland Fine 
Arts Center at Millikin University in De¬ 
catur. This Broadway level spectacle fea¬ 
tures dazzling costumes, 50 all-star Russian 
cast and much more. 217-424-6318. 

9, Annual Christmas House 
Tour in Golconda. 12-7 p.m. Tour 
homes and the Pope County Museum. 
Later, stop by Christmas in the Courtyard 
for a candle light walk and caroling. Ad¬ 
mission is $10 per person. 618-683-9702. 

9- 1 Op A Bement Christmas 
at the Bryant Cottage and Library in 
Bement. A Christmas parade and a visit 
with Santa (at the library at 1 p.m.). A 
Sunday Holiday Open House at Bryant 
Cottage State Historic Site at 5 p.m. 
Free. 217-678-2881. 

9- 1 Op Keeping Christmas at 
the Apple River Fort State Historic 
Site in Elizabeth. Costumed interpret¬ 
ers portray an 1830s Christmas. Candle 
dipping, sausage making, target shooting 
and many winter activities. Hot cider 
served around a warming fire. 815-858- 
2028 or www.appleriverfort.org. 
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1 Of Bethalto Spirit’s 17th 
Annual Victorian Christmas 
Walk in Bethalto. 3 p.m.-7 p.m. Vil¬ 
lage Streets come alive with several 
venues featuring a “Step Back In Time.” 
Stroll the candlelight pathways, ride in 
a horse-drawn carriage and enjoy musi¬ 
cal programs. Free. 618-377-8173 or 
jdundertkr@aol.com. 

1 O, Quincy Preserves Christ¬ 
mas Candlelight Tour in Quincy. 
Tour private homes of architectural or 
historical significance, decorated in full 
Christmas splendor. $8 in advance or 
$10 at the door. 217-222-3432. 

1 Op Second Sunday Celtic 
Music at the White Owl Winery in 
Birds. Join us for turbulent and tantaliz¬ 
ing strains of Irish music performed by 
the Celtic’s of Vincennes. Enjoy wine 
tasting and toe-tapping music. Free. 618- 
928-2898. 

1 O p Christmas Tea at Governor 
Oglesby Mansion in Decatur. 1 - 4 p.m. 
Enjoy this elegantly decorated mansion 
for an old fashioned Christmas Celebra¬ 
tion. 217-423-7708 or www.maconcoun- 
tyconservation.org. 

1 5P “Christmas Carol” at the 
Raue Center in Crystal Lake. Catch the 
holiday spirit with Scrooge, Tiny Tim, 
Bob Cratchit and the rest of the gang as 
Theatreworks USA brings us the heart¬ 
warming musical based on the timeless 
classic by Charles Dickens. Admission 
is $19 and $16. 815-356-9010 or www. 
rauecenter.org. 

1 6P Night of the Luminaria in 
Galena. One of the most beautiful and 
romantic visions of the year. The streets, 
steps and sidewalks of Galena will be 
lined with nearly 5,000 candle-lit lumi¬ 
naries. 815-777-9050 or www.galenach- 
amber.com. 

21-01/01 707, The 18th 
Annual First Night Celebration 
in Downtown Pontiac. A substance free, 
family oriented event featuring live mu¬ 
sical entertainment, kids arts and crafts, 
clowns, magicians and characters. Fire¬ 
works at Midnight! 815-844-6692. 

5763 

1 Op Christmas at the Mansions in Bloomington/Normal. A rare treat is 
being offered when three of Bloomington-Normal’s most significant, historic man¬ 
sions, The David Davis Mansion State Historic Site, Broadview Mansion and the 
Vrooman Mansion, will feature evening holiday tours and free shuttle transporta¬ 
tion for one low price. The mansions will be festooned with vintage Christmas 
decorations and open for special Christmas evening tours from 4-9 p.m. Gourmet 
holiday foods will be served at the Vrooman Mansion, courtesy of the three partic¬ 
ipating mansions, and the David Davis Mansion will also offer a selection of tasty 
Christmas treats. The Mansion tours will also feature seasonal music and costumed 
guides. 309-828-1084. 

3 1 p Annual New Year’s Eve Murder Mystery Theater, Frosty 
the Dead Man!, at White Owl Winery in Birds. Come dressed as your favorite 
holiday character. All shows include hors d’ oeuvres, wine tasting and a full buffet 
dinner per person. Reservations required. 618-928-2898 

Illinois Country Living publishes event listings as space allows, giving preference to events of regional or statewide interest. Event 
listings are provided by the event sponsors and the I llinois Bureau of Tourism. The magazine assumes no responsibility for the ac¬ 
curacy of information submitted for publication and advises calling ahead to confirm dates and times. To be considered for inclusion, 
e-mail cwagner@aiec.coop or send listings and photographs (If sending photographs please include self-addressed stamped envelope) 
to Illinois Datebook, Illinois Country Living, PO Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708-3787. The February deadline is December 15. 
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ATTENTION DIABETICS! 
IF YOU ARE ON MEDICARE OR INSURANCE, YOU MAY 

RECEIVE DIABETIC SUPPLIES AT LITTLE OR NO COST. 

ADVOCATE New Improved Talking Glucose Monitor 
Easy Operation! New Features! 

Advocate Features: 

► Easy to use system 

► Audible messages and 
results 

► Bilingual speaking system 

► Tiny blood sample 

► Tells and shows you 
results in just 7 seconds 

► Capillary action 

► Window confirmation 

► Proven accuracy 

► Large screen 

► Easy to handle 
test strips 

► Alternate Site Testing 

► Measures only 
33/4” X l3/4” X 3/4” 

► Approved by Medicare 
& FDA 

Your blood 
sugar is 109 

FREE Advocate Glucose Monitor 
for our Medicare 

& Insurance patients! 

Coming Soon 
The Advocate Duo 

Talking 
Blood Pressure 
Monitor AND 

Glucose Monitor 

WE ALSO CARRY DIABETIC SHOES Sc SUPPLIES 

Therapeutic shoes, sneakers and insoles are now covered by 
Medicare. We carry many styles and colors, all sizes, all widths. 
Our certified pedorthists will evaluate your feet for a perfect fit. 

Now available in YOUR state. 

Call or write for free information today! 

Please send me more information on how to receive my Q Diabetic Footwear and/ or Q Advocate Meters. 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY  STATE ZIP 

PHONE EMAIL. 

Generic Bings! 
Many drugs 

below Medicare 
pricing! 

Pharmacist oa staff 

n 
3381 Fairlane Farms Road 
Wellington, FL 33414 

Sorry, HMO patients are not eligible. Medicare regulations apply. 

fl® 1-800-990-9826 
www.prescriptionsplus.com 

Il
lin

oi
s 

M
ag

az
in

e 
11

/0
6 



"This sleek, compact music maker 
couldn't be easier to operate.. .an 

extraordinary performer." 
- Jonathan Takiff, 

Philadelphia Daily News 

"Turn it up, close your eyes and you' 
think you're listening to a.. .sound 

system that costs five times more.” 

"The sound that came out of 
this little thing was unbelievable. 

A marvel of technology." 
- David Novak, 

;J“ the Gadget Guy 

The gift that 
lets them enjoy 
their music. 

Even more. 

Shown with optional 
Multi-CD Changer 

The Bose® Wave® music system 
and Multi-CD Changer. Give that 
special someone the acclaimed Wave® 
music system and see them smile. Give it together 
with the Multi-CD Changer for hours of uninterrupted 
music, and watch that smile grow. 

Premium sound quality makes it a 
great gift. The Wave® music system brings 
new life to music. Advanced Bose technology 
produces what AudioVideo International calls "deeper 
bass and more accurate reproduction of the sound of musica 
instruments." The result is realism that more closely 
reproduces the magic of a live performance. And sound 
quality that we welcome you to compare to larger, 
conventional systems costing much more. 

Multi-CD Changer makes it even more 
appreciated. Designed exclusively for the Wave® 
music system, the optional Multi-CD Changer allows you 
to enjoy convincingly accurate sound for hours on end. One CD 
or MP3 CD goes in the Wave® music system, and three more go in 
the changer. They work as one. What's more, a credit card-style 
remote easily operates every feature, including the FM/AM 

The l/l/sve® music system 
shown in Graphite Gray. 

digital tuner, clock and alarm. It's all-in-one 
convenience from a system that provides an 

elegant addition to the living room, kitchen, 
bedroom or office. 

Take advantage of our 30-day, risk-free 
trial. Use our Excitement Guarantee to experience 
the performance for 30 days. When you call, be 
sure to ask about making 12 easy payments, 
with no interest charges from Bose* Order the 

Wave® music system today. Better yet, order it with 
our Multi-CD Changer by December 31, 2006, and save 

$50. They're the gifts that make special occasions 
even more special. 

SAVE $50 when you order 
the Wave® music system with 

our Multi-CD Changer by 
December 31, 2006. 

To order or learn more: 

1-800-925-9738, ext. TJ266 
WMS.bose.com 

Better sound through research^ 

*Bose payment plan available on orders of $299-$1500 paid by major credit card. Additional financing offers may be available for select products. See website for details. Down payment is 
1/12 the product price plus applicable tax and shipping charges. Then, your credit card will be billed for 11 equal monthly installments with 0% APR and no interest charges from Bose. Credit 
card rules and interest may apply. U.S. residents only. Limit one active financing program per customer. ©2006 Bose Corporation. Financing and reduced price on Multi-CD Changer 
package not to be combined with other offers or applied to previous purchases, and subject to change without notice. If Wave® music system is returned, Multi-CD Changer must be returned 
for a full refund. Delivery is subject to product availability. Quotes reprinted with permission: Thomas Jackson, Forbes FYI, Winter/04. 


