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Commentary

  In 2005, my wife Kristen and I were 
living in Las Vegas, Nev., and I was 
working for the U.S. Department of 
Justice as a federal prosecutor. We 
were faced with the decision of where 
we wanted to raise our three young 
sons.  e choice between  central 
Illinois and Las Vegas was very easy. 
 e next year we moved back to 
 central Illinois and settled in Dunlap. 
We have never looked back.
  e people of the 18th 
Congressional district in central 
Illinois are hardworking, honest, self-
reliant, have a strong faith in God and 
are generally skeptical of  government; 
and many of them are farmers. 
 omas Je� erson more  eloquently 
described farmers when writing to 
John Jay: “Cultivators of the earth 
are the most valuable  citizens.  ey 
are the most vigorous, the most 
 independent, the most  virtuous, and 
they are tied to their country and 
wedded to its liberty and interests 
by the most lasting bands.” As true 
now as it was then, this describes the 
people of Illinois.
 Agriculture is our state’s  largest 
industry. Out of the 435 congres sional 
districts in the  country, the 18th 
district of Illinois, which covers 19 
counties in central and west-central 
Illinois, has some of the world’s 
 richest farmland and  represents the 
ninth largest district in corn and soy 
bean production.
 Farming is the backbone of our 
economy, it is a culture, a way of life, a 
legacy.
 Unfortunately, agriculture is under 
assault. Big government has taken aim 
at farmer’s land and private property 
rights.  e industry is plagued by 
a burdensome tax code and over-
regulation. Politics has delayed vital 
infrastructure and trade legislation. 
All of this at a time when farmers are 
dealing with low commodity prices.
 One issue is especially egregious. 
 e Waters of the United States 

(WOTUS) rule, passed down by 
unelected bureaucrats in Washington 
D.C., carries the weight of law for 
 citizens in my district, but circum vents 
the legislative branch of  government. 
Farming families are regulated by the 
Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA), which now has jurisdiction 
over any type of body of water on 
their land: lakes, ponds, creeks, or yes, 
even puddles. I recently questioned 
EPA Administrator, Gina McCarthy, 
on the non-transparent rule making 
process and the shaky  science behind 
WOTUS. Since no one in the agri-
culture industry, regardless of political 
a£  liation, supports this rule, I asked 
how can she defend it and argue that 
she understands the real world impact. 
Her answers were insu£  cient and out 
of touch, at best.
 I ran for o£  ce because the people 
of Illinois deserve much better from 
the federal government. We need to 
jumpstart our economy, promote job 
growth, protect individual liberty, 
and restore constitutional authority 
in this nation. Much of this would be 
accomplished by policies that support 
agriculture.

In Congress, I advocate for  reducing 
existing barriers to trade. Ninety-¥ ve 
percent of the world’s consumers live 
abroad. We must open up more of 
these markets for  farmers to sell their 
crops and products. Twenty to 30 
percent of all of our grain produced in 

For our farms, freedom, food and jobs

Congressman Darin 
LaHood (IL-18th), born 
and raised in Peoria, serves 
710,000 constituents of the 
18th District of Illinois, the 
largest with 19 counties.

Illinois is shipped abroad.  at’s a fat 
check. Expanding trade into markets 
in Asia and in places like Cuba will 
help farmers in Illinois.

Additionally, we must provide the 
infrastructure farmers need to get 
products to market, which means 
resources and local ¦ exibility for 
repairing our roads and bridges, and 
modernizing our nation’s locks and 
dams. Last year I worked towards 
these improvements by serving on a 
conference committee to negotiate and 
produce the FAST Act, the ¥ rst long-
term transportation bill in a decade.

Lastly, I stand for a repeal of the 
death tax in any tax reform proposal 
that Congress considers.  is drain on 
the economy is harmful to our nation’s 
farmers, ranchers and small businesses.
 I ran for o£  ce for the same 
 reason that I moved to Illinois: so 
that my sons would have a bright 
and  wholesome future.  at means 
 ¥ ghting for our farms, for freedom, 
for food and for jobs.  is has been 
my priority  and it always will be. �
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Ray LaHood speaks to co-op leaders 
about bipartisan politics
 At the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives’ 75th annual 
meeting held in Spring¥ eld at the 
end of July, former Congressman 
and Secretary of Transportation 
Ray LaHood asked co-op leaders to 
 promote good policies and bipartisan 
politics.
 He said co-ops have been 
 successful for the last 75 years 
because of a  willingness to get into 
the  political arena and not just be 
spectators. “People who are elected 
can’t be experts in everything,” said 
LaHood, “although many have their 
own  expertise. Some are lawyers. 
I  happened to have been a teacher and 
had worked in government. When 
you visit congressional leaders you 
bring your knowledge and  expertise, 
and you also bring with you the 
 banner of an organization that is well 
respected and has great credibility.”

 LaHood said co-ops have also 
been successful because they’ve 
mentored young people through 
programs like the Youth To 
Washington Tour. “Give them an 
 opportunity. Do it in the com-
munities you serve. Do it in your 
 organizations,” he urged.
 Known for his bipartisan 
 leadership, LaHood said “I know 
for a fact everyone in this room is 
not of one party. But what do you 
all do? You work together. When 
you work together good things 
 happen. Problems get solved; issues 
get resolved. If bipartisanship breaks 
out in our state, it will be a bet-
ter place and you all know that. We 
need that in Illinois. We need it in 
America. I hope that we get it after 
the presidential campaign is over.  at 
is what America wants. Americans 
want their people in Washington to 

do what you all do day in and day out. 
You serve on church boards, school 
boards, library boards, and co-op 
boards. And do you agree with every-
one you serve with on those boards? 
Of course not. But you talk with one 
another. You work with each other 
and you resolve issues.  at is what we 
need the people in Spring¥ eld and in 
Washington to do.” 

Clean Power Plan creates 
lasting consequences for the grid
  e Obama administration’s Clean Power Plan will have 
lasting  consequences for the nation’s electric  generation 
mix, which will hasten the need 
for more transmission and  pipeline 
 infrastructure, says the North 
American Reliability Corporation 
(NERC), the nation’s reliability 
watchdog.
 NERC noted that the resource 
changes needed for new electric 
transmission and gas pipeline infra-
structure will vary from region to 
region. Most new gas generation will 
be built in the North and Southeast, 
and most wind power will come on 
in the Midwest and Southwest.
 We question whether the  industry 
will be able to meet these infrastruc-
ture challenges under the  current 

CPP timeframe,” said John Novak, head of the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association’s environmental 

team. NERC’s ¥ rst assessment of the 
rule raised similar concerns.
  e plan sets limits on carbon 
 dioxide emissions from electric 
 generation within each state to 
achieve an overall national reduction 
of 32 percent by 2030.
 Petitioned by Basin Electric 
Power Cooperative, and 38 other 
electric co-ops, the U.S. Supreme 
Court in February placed the rule 
on hold until legal challenges are 
resolved. One case goes before 
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
District of Columbia Circuit in 
September. 
Source: Electric Co-op Today, Cathy Cash
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Illinois Pioneers of 
rural electrifi cation

Raymond Webb
 Ray Webb of Tunnel Hill 
was among the incor porating 
 pioneers who joined farm 
 advisors to lead SouthEastern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative, 
Inc. from concept to reality. 
Webb called on Johnson County 
 farmers to sign them up for the 
new service – even going as far 
as paying the $5 membership fee 
for some of his neighbors. Webb 
allowed them to work it o�  by 
picking peaches in his orchard. 
 Webb, a man many people 
trusted, was instrumental in 
acquiring the land on which 
Southern Illinois Power 
Cooperative’s (SIPC) Lake of 
Egypt plant and transmission 
system was built. One of the 
original directors of SIPC, Webb 
was on hand for the ground 
breaking ceremonies on July 21, 
1961.
 Webb’s son Kenneth followed 
his father’s legacy by serving 
on the boards of SouthEastern 
Illinois Electric and SIPC. 
In celebration of the AIEC’s 75th 
anniversary, this is ninth in a series 
of pro� les on Illinois’ rural electric 
pioneers. 

Illinois Pioneers of 
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Dairyland Power Cooperative 
expanding wind energy
 Barbara Nick, Dairyland Power Cooperative President and CEO, said the 
co-op will purchase the renewable energy from a 98 MW wind project in 
southwestern Wisconsin.  e generation and transmission co-op serves 25 
distribution cooperatives and 17 municipal utilities in Wisconsin, Iowa and 
Illinois.
 Dairyland Power has reached a power purchase agreement with EDP 
Renewables North America LLC, which will develop, operate and maintain 
the Quilt Block Wind Farm.  e project is currently working through the 
MISO generation interconnect process. Construction is expected to begin in 
2017, with commercial operation beginning toward the end of that year.
 “At last year’s annual meeting, I announced that Dairyland was pursuing up 
to 25 MW of solar energy.  is year, as we celebrate our 75th year, we demon-
strate that we do what we say. Ground is breaking on our 12 projects for 15 
MW of utility-scale solar energy in western Wisconsin,” said Nick.
 Nick outlined the cooperative’s plan to diversify its energy resources by 
using the best economic decisions for a sustainable resource mix. “We will 
meet today’s challenges, while staying true to our core mission — powering 
 communities and empowering members to improve the quality of life with 
safe, sustainable, reliable and competitively-priced electricity,” said Nick. 
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Co-ops represented at renewable energy conference

Rep. Hammond receives Illinois Electric 
Cooperative Public Service Award
 At the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives’ annual  meeting 
in Spring¥ eld on July 28, State 
Representative Norine Hammond 
(R- Macomb, 93rd House District) 
received the 2016 Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives’ Public Service 
Award.  e award was made in 
recog nition of Rep. Hammond’s 
 dedicated public service to all 
 citizens of the state of Illinois and for 
 outstanding  contributions to the rural 
 electri¥ cation program.
 AIEC President/CEO Duane 
Noland said, “Representative 
Hammond has been a great  supporter 
of electric cooperatives and our 
 members while in the legislature, and 
was helpful prior to that, spending 14 
years as the legislative aide to the late 
Representative Rich Myers who won 
our 2003 Public Service Award.”
 Prior to becoming state 

representative, she served on the 
Macomb Planning Commission 
and held positions of Township 
Trustee and Township Supervisor.
 Hammond has served in the 
Illinois House since 2010. She 
 currently serves on the Consumer 
Protection; Higher Education; 
Higher Education Appropriations; 
Community College Access & 
A� ordability; Human Services; 
Insurance; and Transportation 
committees.
 McDonough Power Cooperative 
President/CEO Mike Smith 
said, “Norine Hammond has been a 
 tremendous advocate for McDonough 
Power Cooperative and all of our 
members for many years. She is a 
strong supporter of Western Illinois 
University and agriculture programs, 
which are near and dear to our area. 
She is well deserving of this award.”

  e 93rd District includes the 
service territory of Adams Electric 
Cooperative, Illinois Electric 
Cooperative, Menard Electric 
Cooperative, McDonough Power 
Cooperative, Spoon River Electric 
Cooperative, and Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop. 

 Michael Voelker (left), VP Utility 
Services at Corn Belt Energy, and John 
Freitag, VP Operations for the Association 
of Illinois Electric Cooperatives, spoke at 
the Illinois Renewable Energy Conference 
at Illinois State University on July 21.  e 
pair  covered a variety of energy e£  ciency 
issues in their presentation of “ ings you 
need to Consider in doing a Geothermal 
Heat Pump retro¥ t of your Home or Small 
Business.”
 Voelker spoke about weatherization and 
told the audience that the most  valuable 
and e£  cient kWh of electricity is the one 
that is saved because of weatherization 
and  e£  ciency measures. Freitag provided 
a  number of tips for the public to con-
sider when upgrading a heating and cooling  system to 
 geothermal. “ e most important advice I can give people 
is to hire a geothermal contractor with the proper training 
and experience, so that they wind up with a system that 

really delivers results and provides savings and comfort for 
many years,” Freitag said. In  addition to his work with the 
electric cooperatives, Freitag is also the executive director of 
the Geothermal Alliance of Illinois - www.gaoi.org. 
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We owe them our freedom. We owe them our lives. And now, we 
thank them. 	rough military experience, returning veterans are a 
disciplined and skilled workforce. A program called Serve Our  
Co-ops; Serve Our Country is connecting them with America’s  
electric cooperatives to build a next-generation workforce. Let’s 
give them the chance they deserve. 

For more information, log on at http://www.servevets.coop/

SERVE OUR CO-OPS;
SERVE OUR COUNTRY

SERVE OUR CO-OPS
SERVE OUR COUNTRY



10      ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING  |  WWW.ICL.COOP ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVINGILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVINGILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVINGILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVINGILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVINGILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVINGILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVINGILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVINGILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVINGILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING10      ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVINGILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING  |  WWW.ICL.COOP ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVINGILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING

Turn onto Archer Avenue in 
Marshall, a town of approxi-

mately 4,000 and the county seat of 
Clark County, and you are welcomed 
by a brightly-colored mural featuring 
a farmer and the words “Agriculture” 
and “Marshall, Illinois.” A block or 
so up the street, as you glance to the 
right, a huge “Harlow’s Dog N Suds” 
mural grabs your attention. Take a left 
at the courthouse square, and another 
mural, “� e National Road,” appears. 
Intrigued, you park, grab your cam-
era, and begin to walk. At almost 

every turn in the heart of this tidy 
town, there is another mural, as bright 
as if it were painted yesterday. And, in 
a sense, it was.
 But where did these murals come 
from? Marshall is the latest of 10 
Illinois towns to host a Walldogs 
event. � ese events are a blend of 
town spirit, initiative, local festival, 
public beauti� cation and the pas-
sion that a group of artists have for 
their craft. “We’re professionals who 
take time from our own schedules to 
come together once a year. We help a 

town tell its story, we leave a legacy, 
we take away wonderful memories …
and we hope we leave some wonder-
ful memories behind,” says Nancy 
Bennett, who could be described as 
the group’s godmother. � ough they 
have been doing this for the past 22 
years, the Walldogs, named after 
their late 19th and early 20th century 
counterparts who created the now 
faded signage we see on the sides 
of many urban buildings and rural 
barns, have no formal structure, pay 
no dues and elect no o�  cers. 

Colorful history comes to life in MarshallColorful history comes to life in MarshallColorful history comes to life in MarshallColorful history comes to life in Marshall
By Jerry McDonald
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 So how does a town qualify for 
a Walldogs event? Jennifer Bishop, 
executive director of Marshall’s 
Chamber of Commerce describes 
Marshall’s path to the event.  “In 
2012, Arcola hosted a Walldogs event. 
�e mayor and one of the aldermen 
visited Arcola. �ey liked what they 
saw and decided Marshall could ben-
e�t from the same.” �at same year, 
Marshall did a test mural. It was so 
well received that the town decided 
to move ahead with a full-blown 
event. �ey contacted the Walldogs 
and found that they could get on the 
schedule.... in 2016. 
 Events and individuals worthy 
of being honored had to be chosen. 
Bennett explains, “�ere are guide-
lines. First of all, we focus on events, 
individuals and past businesses or 
entities that the local people remem-
ber fondly; things that have had an 

impact on the community’s history. 
�e community supplies the sub-
jects and the reference materials, the 
Walldogs’ project leaders and the 
coordinator determine the content 
and layout, and any changes made to 
the designs are limited to factual or 
graphic errors.” 
 It was decided the Walldogs event 
in Marshall would be called “From 
Here to Eternity” in honor of James 
Jones’ most famous novel of the same 
name. Jones was one of the founders 
of the Handy Writers Colony that 
existed in Marshall from 1950 until 
1964, and part of the novel was writ-
ten in Marshall.
 Preparation for these events takes 
time, and funding. According to 
Bishop, “I spoke with Scott Lindley, 
a local artist who is a member of the 
Walldogs, and coordinated the Arcola 
event. He told me we were looking at 

an average of about $5,000 per mural, 
plus a lot of logistical support.”
 Although participating Walldogs 
are not paid for their work, the event 
coordinator and the designers of 
the individual murals do receive a 
stipend. And, there is the cost of 
feeding and housing the artists, along 
with the cost of the paint and other 
materials, including frames for the 
some of the murals. 
 �e Clark County Historic Society 
and the Chamber Board identi�ed 
some 30 topics, and with the help of 
the Walldogs, narrowed it down to 16.
 As the fundraising continued, busi-
nesses, families and individuals came 
forward. Eight sponsors each provided 
the $5,000 estimated cost of fund-
ing an individual mural. Individuals 
donated amounts ranging from several 
hundred to $10 or $25, and there were 
in-kind donations. Marshall business 

 One of the murals in Marshall touches on the 

interesting, if somewhat sketchy in detail, story of 

the Gypsy Queen. In the late 19th and well into 20th 

century, according to local lore, Gypsies or Roma, as 

they called themselves, often passed through Clark 

County and other areas of Illinois. In those days it 

was not unusual for even the most “decent” folks to 

fear and mistreat gypsies. But for whatever reason, 

the citizens of the county, and Marshall in particular, 

were kind to gypsies. In gratitude, the Gypsy Queen, 

Miranda Cooper, placed a “good” curse on the com-

munity, saying that they would never be destroyed 

by a tornado. Miranda Cooper died in 1934 and her 

stone can be found in the Marshall Cemetery.

 It may be just a story, but two things are certain 

- the mural is an eye catching work of art and to date 

Marshall has never been hit by a major tornado.

Legend of the
Gypsy Queen
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Yargus Manufacturing, donated and 
assembled the aluminum frames 
needed for some of the murals.
 �e event was set for June 22-26, 
2016 and on June 22, with the scaf-
folding, ladders and lifts in place, the 
project leaders, who were responsible 
for the individual murals from start 
to �nish, sketched the designs onto 
the buildings or panels. �ey created, 
in essence, a huge paint-by-numbers 
canvas for the artists and volunteers 
who would complete the murals.
 During the next several days, artists, 
including project leaders from New 
Zealand and the Netherlands, along 
with local residents, labored to make 
the artists’ designs a reality. It was 
exciting. Some were content to merely 
watch the creation of the murals or 
provide logistical support, while others 
signed up to wield a brush. Among 

the latter was Andy Anderson of Paris.  
According to Bishop, Anderson, who 
is 88-years-old, was among the �rst 
to sign up as an artist. She explained, 
“He said, ‘you know what, I only live 
once and I’m going to do it.’ �en, 
two weeks before the event, Andy 
broke his hip and required surgery, 
but his wife called me to say that he 
had already told the doctors he had 
to be released by the 24th because he 
planned to be at the event. On June 
24, they released him in the morning, 
he came over and we put him on the 
Gunnip Well mural, so he could work 
from a wheelchair. We hoped that he 
could make it an hour, and he painted 
for four hours.” 
 Everything wrapped on June 26 
and the Walldogs left the town with 
16 newly-minted murals and some 
wonderful memories.

 Marshall’s murals are only a few 
months old, but Jennifer Bishop says 
they have made changes in the town 
itself – a sense of ownership, increased 
cooperation, more civic pride and an 
added interest in the local history.  
�ere are plans to add a mural each, 
year working from the original list, 
and the town is considering the idea 
of working with Arcola, Danville and 
other Illinois mural towns to create a 
driving tour. 
 As mentioned earlier, 10 of the 22 
Walldogs events have taken place in 
Illinois towns. To see more images 
from these and other communities 
in Illinois and other states and to 
learn more about the Walldogs, go to 
www.thewalldogs.com or �nd them 
on Facebook. 

Walldogs: The Name
Sign painting has been around for centuries, but its heyday in America began in the 1840s and 

lasted through the middle of the last century. However, the term Walldog does not appear until the 

1890s or the first decade of the 20th century. There is no definitive answer on where the term came 

from, but the commonly accepted theory is that many painters were itinerant workers whose profit 

margin was totally dependent on getting the job done fast. So they worked like dogs, sunup to sun-

down, ignoring heat, cold and other inconveniences to complete the signage. As most of the signage 

was on the side of a building, often the entire side of a multi-story building, they required ropes to 

get up and down, so they were tethered or “leashed” to the wall; hence the term “walldog.”



14     ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING  |  WWW.ICL.COOP 

Safety&Health

CPR – do you know what to do 
when it really matters?
 Nicholas Reckmeyer had his ¥ rst 
experience with cardio pulmonary 
resus citation (CPR) as a child when 
he was saved from drowning in a 
neighbor hood pool.  irty-three years 
later, the co-op lineman saved a life 
with CPR.
 Reckmeyer, 35, a Northern Virginia 
Electric Cooperative journeyman 
line technician, was driving through 
Spring¥ eld, Va., with his family on 
June 17, when he saw a man on the 
ground near a vehicle.
 “He was bleeding and a woman was 
holding him,” said Reckmeyer, who 
 immediately parked and went to help.
 “I rushed over and asked if anyone 
had called 911,” he said. “ ey had 
not, so I pulled out my cell phone.”
 Trained in ¥ rst aid and CPR, 
Reckmeyer quickly evaluated the 
man’s condition and determined he 
had no pulse and was not breathing.
 “I had the woman lay the man’s 
head ¦ at,” Reckmeyer explained. 
“I checked his airway and then began 
CPR chest  compressions. After about 
a minute of CPR, he began gasping 
and the young woman started yelling 
that he was breathing.”
  at made Reckmeyer even more 
concerned. His co-op’s ¥ rst aid 
 training taught him that gasping is a 
sign of cardiac arrest.
 “After three minutes of chest 
 compressions, I was getting tired and 
worried that he was not going to 
make it.”
 He brie¦ y allowed a pedestrian to 
take over CPR while he checked the 
injured man’s breathing and pulse.
 “He still had nothing,” Reckmeyer 
recalled, noting that he returned to 
administering CPR. “After another 
30 compressions, the young man 
started coughing and moaning. 
I checked his pulse. He had a faint 
heartbeat and I could see his chest 

rising and falling with his breathing.
 ” at’s when paramedics arrived 
and took over,” said Reckmeyer, who 
remained nearby to tell authorities 
what he knew about the incident. “As 
I was walking back to the van, I saw 
the man sitting up on the stretcher in 
the ambulance,” he said.
 Stan Feuerberg, the Virginia 
co-op’s president and CEO, said such 
 training for the co-op’s line tech-
nicians is  critical to their safety, both 
on the job and o� .
 “ ey must be mentally sharp and 
physically tough to work around ener-
gized lines,” Feuerberg said. “As Nick 
proved, they need to know exactly 
what to do when it really matters.”
 Electric current of just 100 to 200 
milliamps can cause cardiac arrest 
due to the electrical e� ect on the 
heart, and you don’t have to work 
around power lines to be at risk. For 
example, a Maine teen had to begin 
CPR on his mother, 45-year-old 
Gidget Walsh, when it appeared she 
had stopped breathing. She had been 

using a jigsaw to make Christmas 
 decorations. Investigators believe a 
loose connection between two power 
cords came into  contact with the 
metal chair she was using.
 If you come upon someone who may
have su� ered an electrical shock, do not
touch the person. He or she may still be
in contact with the source and may be
energized. If there is water involved, do
not get in the water. Make sure to call
911 and the electric utility immediately.
 If it can be done safely, turn o�  the 
electricity at the source (the circuit 
breaker or breaker box). Otherwise, 
wait for the help of emergency 
responders. Once the source of elec-
tricity is o� , then it is okay to check 
for vital signs. However, do not move a 
person with an electrical injury unless 
he or she is in immediate danger.
 More than 326,000 people in the U.S.
su� er out-of-hospital cardiac arrests
each year. More lives could be saved if
more of us took the time to learn CPR.
Do you know how? Find out more by
going to www.redcross.org. �

� e basic CPR steps include: 1. Recognize the emergency (tap and shout), 2. Activate 
EMS (call 9-1-1), 3. Check for  breathing, 4. Compressions: Provide 30 compressions, 
5. Airway: Open the victim’s airway, 6. Breathing: Give 2 breaths, 7. Continue until 
help arrives.

Time is running out to take advantage of a 30% tax credit for geothermal

You may not realize it, but right beneath your feet is an almost unlimited reservoir of stored solar energy. A WaterFurnace geothermal 

system taps into this free and renewable resource to provide savings of up to 70% on heating, cooling, and hot water—with a comfort 

you have to experience to believe. Right now you can save thousands on installation thanks to a 30% federal tax credit. But hurry, the 

credit is only available through the end of 2016. Contact your local WaterFurnace dealer today to learn more!

WaterFurnace is a registered trademark of WaterFurnace 
International, Inc. ©2016 WaterFurnace International Inc.

waterfurnace.com/Credit

Act now to receive a  
30% Federal tax credit 

YOUR LOCAL WATERFURNACE DEALERS

Anna
Gurley & Son 
Htg, A/C
(618) 833-5211

Bloomington
Wm. Masters
(309) 662-8481

Brighton
Denson Htg & Clg
(618) 372-8375

Carbondale
GL Morris Htg & Air
(618) 457-0190 

Carterville
RSP Htg & Clg
(618) 942-2424

Damiansville
Toennies Service Co.
(618) 248-5130

Decatur
Design Air
(217) 429-1105

Delevan
Jeckel Plumbing & Htg
(309) 244-8265

Edwardsville
Cummings 
Htg & Clg
(618) 656-8953

Effingham
Jansen’s Htg & Clg
(217) 347-5223

Fenton
Weiss Comfort 
Systems
(618) 282-2224 

Flora
Electro-Electric
(618) 662-4520

Gifford
Duden & Silver
(217) 568-7954

Goodfield
Hinrichsen Htg
(309) 965-2604

Hamilton
Peters – Hamilton
(217) 847-2777

Lawrencville
Tracy Electric
(618) 943-2243

Macomb/Rushville
Arnold Bros. Htg & Clg
(309) 833-2852

Marion
D & C Htg & Clg
(618) 997-6577

Parker Htg & Clg
(618) 998-0234

Mt. Vernon
Toennies Service Co.
(618) 248-5130

Paxton/Gibson City
Houston Plumbing
(217) 379-2329

Perryville
Schumer Bros.
(573) 547-6517

Pinckneyville
Parker Htg & Clg
(618) 357-8951

Pittsfield
Peters – Pittsfield
(217) 285-1600

Quincy
Peters – Quincy
(217) 222-1368

Springfield
Collins Plumbing 
& Htg
(217) 793-8031

Stockton
Joe Daviess Geothermal
(815) 858-4895

Thomasboro
Hoveln Htg & Clg
(217) 643-2125

Tilton
Blackies Automatic 
Engineering
(217) 442-1440

Virden
Snells Plumbing
(217) 965-3911

Winchester
Little Htg & Clg
(217) 742-3332 
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Yard&Garden

Why the mighty oak eventually fell
   is past July, my yard changed in 
the matter of seconds. In the midst 
of a Sunday night storm, with strong 
winds and lightning, my next door 
neighbor’s oak tree came down. Two 
¦ ashes of blinding light, coupled 
with two loud thunder claps in the 
 following nanosecond, and that’s all 
she wrote.
 Now, you’d think there would have 
been a third crash as the tree hit 
the ground with a resounding thud, 
 shaking the windows and skewing the 
pictures on the wall.
 Well, I suspect the four power lines 
and the miscellaneous cable lines 
provided the necessary  bracing. Of 
course, the wind was still  blowing, 
the lightning ¦ ashing in the now 
dark neighborhood and the  thunder 
sounding like miked bowling balls 
hitting the pins. So, if it did hit 
hard, it wasn’t as impressive as what 
knocked it down. 
  e oak tree was probably older 
than Spring¥ eld, surviving as the 
street in front of my house was carved 
out of the hill. It might take three or 
four people holding hands to encircle 
it.
 Okay, the good news is the tree fell 
away from every house and caused 
no structural damage. It took some 
branches from my red horse chestnut 
and fringe tree. It displaced a family 
of raccoons who have called it home 
for 15 years, though you would have 
thought the lightning and  dropping 
would have made raccoon toast. 
However, as the street crew removed 
branches, the mother raccoon raced 
across the street, followed by her o� -
spring, into the woods. Probably the 
rotted nature of their nest cushioned 
the blows.
  e bad news is the tree is gone. 
Well, the 21 hours without power 
on a hot summer day is probably 
bad news. Only the milk proved 
 problematic, and it could have been 
an oversensitive nose and maybe some 

psychological mumble jumble. When 
the manufacturer says materials will 
stay frozen for 24 hours IF you don’t 
open the door, it’s true. Or at least on 
new appliances. With the old freezer, 
probably everything would have 
melted.
 You could look at closing the street 
for two days as bad news, but on the 
other hand, there is something nice 
about no tra£  c.
 Was it obvious the tree fell? Not 
really, but truth be told, the tree had 
several key factors that might be 
suspect.
  is tree was rotted, hence the 
 raccoon nest. When it fell, you could 
see it was rotted at the base as well, 
though there was some solid wood 
scattered throughout.  e tree was 
leaning south toward the road, and 
there wasn’t much of a root system 
on the south side due to the road. 
Years of drought didn’t help and there 
wasn’t much support at the base.
  e tree was close to power lines, 
which meant it was constantly pruned, 
and a little unbalanced because of it. 
Still, it was pruned correctly and not 
topped.
 My shade garden no longer has 
morning shade. It will be interesting 

to see what happens to the hostas, 
ferns and Japanese maples that did 
okay. Maybe they’ll do better.  ere’s 
no doubt the grass will say “Wow! 
Finally light! Let’s go to town.” 
Hopefully, though that may mean 
more mowing.
  ere’s little I can do except watch 
and wait. And take a look at my trees 
and see what is well rooted and what 
isn’t, and what might cause problems. 
Fortunately, there is nothing original 
left from when I bought the property 
20-plus years ago. All the landscape 
plantings are mine, and they are pretty 
well balanced.
 But it also means I’m relying on my 
other neighbor’s oak tree to  continue 
to provide the shade. And since there 
is no way to control the weather, 
I can either fret or do nothing. Doing 
 nothing is probably the best route. �

David Robson is Extension 
Specialist, Pesticide Safety 
for the University of Illinois. 
drobson@illinois.edu
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Albion, IL 
Complete HVAC, Plbg, 
& Electrical 
618-445-3329

Carbondale, IL 
Jacobs Air 
Conditioning & 
Heating, Inc. 
618-529-2989

Switch from propane 
to geothermal 

and you will save money 
by the truckload. 

Stay comfortable all year round while saving 
50% to 80% on heating and cooling costs. Using 
the constant temperature of the earth, with a 
ClimateMaster geothermal heating and cooling 
system you can eliminate your need for propane.

Find out how much you can save. Call now.

The smart way to a more comfortable home.

Your website here 
Your phone number here

Visit us at: climatemaster.com

Switch from propane to 
geothermal and you will save 

money by the truckload.

Champaign, IL 
Lanz Heating & Cooling 
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Divernon, IL 
Weidner Refrigeration 
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Freeport, IL 
Jansen Heating 
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Central Heating & A/C 
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Taylorville, IL 
Yard Heating & Cooling 
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Toluca, IL 
Energy Specialists Co. 
800-782-7491

Tonica, IL 
Town & Country 
Services Plumbing - 
Heating - Electric 
815-442-3415

Warren, IL 
B&R Plumbing 
815-541-8031
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It’s that crazy time of year when 
the kids are back in school and 
their schedules have us wondering 
how in the world to get supper on 
the table without driving through 
a fast food restaurant. Here are a 
few recipes that take little time to 
put together and give you a hot 
meal on those busy evenings.

 Easy Stromboli
1 can refrigerated pizza crust
1/3 c. pizza sauce
1 small pkg. sliced Canadian-style bacon, 

quartered
1 small pkg. pepperoni
1 c. mozzarella
1/4 c. onion (and/or green pepper), chopped
1/4 t. Italian seasoning

Heat oven to 400 degrees. Unroll dough; 
place on greased cookie sheet. Press dough 
into an 8x12-inch rectangle. Spread sauce on 
dough within 2-inches of the long edges and 
1/2-inch on short sides. Top with remain-
ing ingredients. Fold long sides of dough 
over � lling; pinch all edges to seal. Bake for 
15-20 minutes or until golden brown. Serve 
with pizza sauce.

Slow-cooked Creamy 
Italian Chicken 
4 boneless, skinless chicken breast halves
1 envelope Italian salad dressing mix
1/4 c. water
1-8 oz. pkg. cream cheese, softened
1 small can cream of chicken soup, undiluted
1-4 oz. can mushroom stems and pieces, 

drained
Hot cooked rice or noodles

Place chicken in crockpot. Combine the 
salad dressing mix and water; pour over 
chicken. Cover and cook on low for 3 hours. 
In a small mixing bowl, beat cream cheese 
and soup until blended. Stir in mushrooms. 
Pour over chicken. Cook 1 hour longer or 
until chicken juices run clear. Serve over hot 
rice or noodles.

German Chocolate Upside Down Cake 
1 c. pecans, chopped
1 c. coconut
1 box German Chocolate cake mix
1-8 oz. pkg. cream cheese, softened

1 lb. powdered sugar
1 t. vanilla
1/2 c. margarine, melted

Butter a 9x13-inch baking pan. Sprinkle pecans and coconut over bottom of pan. Prepare cake 
mix as directed on box. Pour batter over nuts and coconut. Blend cream cheese and powdered 
sugar together. Carefully stir in melted margarine and vanilla. Beat until smooth. Pour over top 
of cake batter and lightly spread . Bake in 325-degree oven for 40-45 minutes, or until cake tests 
done. Turn cake out upside down and leave pan over cake for a few minutes to allow topping to 
loosen from pan. 
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Recipes prepared, tasted and photographed by 
Valerie Cheatham. For more recipes and photos go 
to www.icl.coop. Questions? Email finestcooking@
aiec.coop.

 Philly Cheese Steak Sloppy Joes
1 lb. ground beef
1 sm. sweet onion, chopped
1 green pepper, seeded and 

chopped

1/4 c. steak sauce (A-1)
1 c. beef broth
Provolone cheese 
Hoagie buns

Crumble the ground beef into a skillet and add the chopped onion 
and green pepper. Begin to cook, when the beef is about half cooked, 
add the broth and steak sauce. Cook until all items are done and al-
low to simmer and cook down/thicken. Slice buns open and � ll with 
meat mixture. Top with provolone cheese and place under broiler for 
3 minutes. 

Calling all cookbooks!
Is your church or com mu ni ty or ga ni za tion sell ing its own 
unique cook book � lled with fa vor ite rec i pes of cooks in 
your area? If so, send your cook book to Valerie Cheatham, 
Il li nois Coun try Liv ing, P.O. Box 3787, Spring � eld, IL 
62708. Please in clude the price of your cook book plus 
post age costs and the name, ad dress and tele phone num-
 bers (both day and evening) of the co op er a tive mem ber we 
should con tact for more in for ma tion.

Recipes for Friendship
in ESAin ESA
Who: Delta Xi, Chapter #5560
Cost: $15 includes shipping
Details: soft-backed, spiral bound
Pages of recipes: 181
Send checks to: Rhonda Rawlings, 

P.O. Box 581, Neoga, IL 62447 
or email esarawlings@gmail.com. 

Bacon Cheddar Pinwheels 
1-8 oz. can refrigerated crescent 

dinner rolls
1/2 c. � nely shredded Cheddar 

cheese

2 T. ranch dressing
1/4 c. chopped green onions
1/4 c. cooked real bacon

pieces

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Unroll dough; separate into 2 long 
rectangles. Press each into a 12x4-inch rectangle, � rmly pressing 
perforations to seal. Spread dressing over each rectangle to edges. 
Sprinkle each with bacon, cheese and onions. Starting with one 
short side, roll up each rectangle; press edge to seal. With serrated 
knife, cut each roll into 8 slices; place on ungreased cookie sheet. 
Bake 12-17 minutes or until edges are deep golden brown. 
Immediately remove from cookie sheet. Serve warm. 

6 Minute Microwave Apple Crisp
6-8 med. tart apples, peeled 

and sliced
3/4 c. packed brown sugar, 

divided

1/2 c. ¤ our, divided
3/4 c. quick-cooking oats
1 t. ground cinnamon
1/2 c. cold butter, cubed

Toss apples with 1/4 c. brown sugar and 2 T. ¤ our; place in a 
greased 8-inch microwave-safe, deep-dish pie plate. In a bowl, 
combine oats, cinnamon and remaining brown sugar and ¤ our. 
Cut in butter until crumbly; sprinkle over apple mixture. Cover 
with waxed paper. Microwave on high 6-8 minutes or until 
apples are tender. 

icl Visit www.icl.coop to see more Illinois Country Living recipes
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Il li nois Coun try Liv ing, P.O. Box 3787, Spring � eld, IL 
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post age costs and the name, ad dress and tele phone num-
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EnergySolutions

close to home it will bring the 
 temperature up or down  automatically. 
No programming is required.  e 
drawback with geo fencing is it only 
works for those cell phones the system 
recog nizes. Sorry kids.
  e bottom line with any 
 thermostat, other than the basic 
model, is if you do not plan to utilize 
the technology that is available to 
make your home more comfortable 
and e£  cient, don’t bother making the 
investment. It will not save you any 
money.
  e “smart stat” market is going to 
continue to evolve and will be more 
integrated into the whole-home to 
control other systems. I believe there 
is solid value in this technology and it 
will only get better with time. �

 A basic nonprogrammable 
 thermostat is nothing more than a 
temperature controlled switch that 
does two things - turns your heat-
ing or cooling systems “on” and “o� ” 
to maintain a speci¥ c temperature 
of your home.  at’s it! Everything 
else beyond that are options that can 
make your home more comfortable, 
e£  cient and convenient for the user. 
You could call it your HVAC human 
interface. 
 If you are interested in  upgrading 
your thermostat, possibly with a 
“smart” one, this article will give you 
an overview of the di� erent types 
available to help with the decision 
making process in this exploding 
market. Before making your ¥ nal 
purchase, I would highly recommend 
consulting with your HVAC profes-
sional to make sure the thermostat 
you select is compatible with your 
system. 
 Currently, there are four  categories 
of thermostats: nonprogrammable, 
programmable, connected and smart. 
Mostly I will be discussing the 
 di� erences between the connected 
and smart thermostats.
 Nonprogrammable thermostats 
are the most basic temperature 
 controlling devices on the market and 
have been around for many years.
 Programmable thermostats allow 
you to program a temperature 
 schedule for di� erent dates and times. 
Historically, they have been a bit 
 complicated and are not user-friendly.
 Connected thermostats means it 
can connect to the Internet. You can 
make changes from your smart phone 
or computer, but it does not make 
any decisions for you. Programming 
is easier from your smart phone or 
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on some connected and smart 
 thermostats.  is option tracks your 
cell phone and when you are  getting 

Have questions? 
Brian Kumer can 
be contacted at 
brian_kumer@yahoo.com.

Choosing a “smart” thermostat
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By Jim Winnerman

While the 
name Popeye 
is known 

throughout the world, 
the same is not true for 
the name Elzie Segar, 
the man who inked 
the comic strip of the 
muscle-bound, spinach-
eating sailor. It is also 
unlikely you know Segar 
was born in 1894 and 
raised in Chester, allow-
ing the small southwest-
ern Illinois town the 
right to claim it is the 
home of the comic icon.
 For � rst-time visi-
tors, there is no doubt 
Chester is Popeye’s 
hometown. An almost 
7-foot bronze statue 
of Popeye is in front of 
the town visitor center 
in Elzie Segar Park. 
� e message “Welcome 
to Chester-Home of 
Popeye” is prominently displayed on 
welcome signs on the main roads 
into town. His image is high above 
Chester on the water tower. If you need 
a policeman, or � re and rescue, you will 
be staring at Popeye’s image on the 
sleeve of those who help you. Visit City 
Hall and Popeye is looking down at you 
from the cupola on the roof.
 Visitors are certain to notice 
several of eleven larger-than-life 
granite statues of Popeye’s comic 

strip companions along the Popeye 
Character Trail throughout town. 
Examples include a statue of Castor 
Oyl greeting people at the hospital, 
and Sea Hag standing in front of 
Wal-Mart. Olive Oyl looks at the 
Randolph County Court House from 
across the intersection. By 2020 � ve 
more statues will have been added.
 Eventually visitors encounter 
Gazebo Park in the center of town 
where Wimpy greets those who come 

to admire the Popeye murals on 
the brick buildings that straddle 
the park. 
      But the Popeye “piece-de-
résistance” is the Spinach Can 
Collectibles store and museum, 
where proprietors and museum 
curators Mike and Debbie 
Brooks await, ready to answer 
any questions about their car-
toon hero and his creator. 
 “We were married in 1978 
and started a Popeye collection 
the same year when we found a 
$3 Popeye poster at an antique 
shop,” Debbie remembers. 
“In 1990, we were working in 
Memphis and visited Chester 
and were surprised the only 
evidence this was his home 
town was one statue. It seemed 
like a good business opportu-
nity and we decided to move 
here in 1994 to open our store 
and display our collection.”
 “It all started upstairs in 
this 1875-era building, which 

was the Chester Opera House,” 
Debbie continues. “At age 12 in 1906, 
Segar was the projectionist. Between 
rewinding silent � lms he would paint 
caricatures of people in the audience 
on glass slides and project them 
on the movie screen for everyone’s 
amusement.”
 Soon he was taking cartoon 
classes by correspondence. Not long 
after, he moved to Chicago where he 
inked several cartoon strips for the 

HOME of POPEYE
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King Features. He created the strip 
“� imble � eater” in 1919, based on 
the life of Nana and Cole Oyl, and 
their children Castor and Olive. 
 It was not until 1929 that Popeye 
was introduced as a temporary char-
acter hired by Castor to pilot a boat 
for one of the Oyl family adventures. 
However, the public reaction to the 
one-eyed, corn-cob pipe smoking sailor 
with anchor tattoos on his forearms 
was to embrace the character. � e rest 
is history with the comic strip drawn 
continuously since by several artists 
following Segar’s death in 1938 
at age 43. 
 Now Popeye has his own 
2,000-member, world-wide fan club 
(based in Chester) and he has been a 
radio, television and movie star and 
the subject of numerous board games 
and pinball machines.
 � e Spinach Can is half museum, 
and half store selling Popeye memora-
bilia. In the museum, glass display cases 
feature rare Popeye themed-games and 
toys made since the 1930s. “We have 
5,000 more items in our collection not 
on display,” Debbie says.
 In front, the store sells perhaps 
300 Popeye toys and logoed items 
from dolls to corn-cob pipes to four-
foot plastic Popeye statues. Some of 
the items are still being made, but 
many are duplicates from purchased 
collections or antique stores. 
 Popeye themed tee-shirts include 
“Popeye for President,” and Popeye in 
sunglasses riding a motorcycle with his 
muscular forearms on the high handle-
bars below the words “Live Free.” 
On another, Popeye is about to eat a 
spoonful of spinach above the words 
“the more you eat the stronger you are.”
 “We have had people come 
in from over 70 nations,” Debbie 
says. “Yesterday someone stopped 
from Yemen.”
 “People always laugh and then 
ask if we sell spinach. We do,” Mike 
says pointing to a shelf of Allens 
brand green labeled Popeye spinach. 
“It has been manufactured continually 
since 1965.”

POPEYE PICNIC
 Held the weekend after Labor 
Day, this three-day Popeye-themed 
event has been an annual Chester tra-
dition for 37 years. In 2016 the picnic 
will be held September 9-11.

EYE-POPPING FACTS ABOUT POPEYE
� Any doubt as to Popeye’s enduring popularity was erased in 2014 when bil-

lionaire casino tycoon and art collector Steve Wynn purchased a Je�  Koons 
Popeye sculpture for $28 million. Popeye has also been the subject of paint-
ings by renowned pop-artists Andy Warhol and Roy Lichtenstein.

� In 2004, the Empire State building was illuminated in “spinach–green” 
to celebrate the 75th anniversary of Popeye.

� In 1980, Popeye the movie, starred Robin Williams as the sailor in his 
� rst-ever big-screen role.

� From 1935 through 1984 Popeye’s cartoon voice was actor Jack Mercer. 
Between 1938 and 1942, Mercer was married to Margie Hines, the voice 
of Olive Oyl.

� Popeye cartoons were so popular during the Depression, sales of spinach 
increased by 33 percent.

� Popeye, Olive and Wimpy were based on Chester residents, Frank 
“Rocky” Fiegel, Dora Paskel, and J. William Schuchert, who owned the 
opera house and funded Segar’s artistic education.

� Crystal City, Tex. the town known as � e “Spinach Capital of the World,” 
erected a statue of Popeye in 1937. Today the statue is inside city hall.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Popeyethesailor.com
Spinach Can Collectibles
1001 State Street
Chester, IL 62233
618-826-4587
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Powered Up

Dan Gerard, CISSP, is 
the IT Manager for the 
Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives in 
Springfield.

Comment on this column

Visit icl.coop and click on Powered Up to respond. Your 
response might even be included in a future column.

LOOK! A Pikachu

Powered Up

LOOK! A Pikachu
I won’t make a habit of writing 

columns on video games, however 
with all the craze revolving around 
Pokémon Go and some legitimate 
concerns, I thought it would be appro-
priate to inform readers. 

As of now, Pokémon Go has been 
released to 26 di� erent countries. 
Although some Russian websites 
publish content claiming this is a 
CIA ploy to penetrate their security, 
I honestly believe its true intent is to 
motivate people to get up and move. 
At its core, it’s really nothing more 
than a geocaching game with a little 
bit of augmented reality built-in. � e 
game is simply a new twist on an old 
concept. People have been playing 
geocaching games for years.  � e dif-
ference lies in the items that are found. 
With traditional geocaching games, 
someone would typically leave an item 
at a physical location and record its 
GPS coordinates in order for someone 
else to � nd it. In Pokémon Go, digital 
items or Pokémons are placed around 
the globe and the idea is to physically 
get out and � nd them as they roam 
about on a digital map. 

� e digital world of Pokémon Go is 
overlaid on Google maps. � is is why 
you can step into your backyard and 
� nd a Pokémon roaming about. � e 
game play is rather simple. As you walk 
about your neighborhood, or anywhere 
for that matter, you will randomly � nd 

Pokémon and be pre-
sented with the oppor-
tunity to capture them. � e idea is to 
collect Pokémon, build up their pow-
ers, and then battle them at randomly 
placed Pokémon stops around your 
city. What makes this game di� erent is 
that you physically have to go to these 
locations in order to interact and prog-
ress through the game.

It all sounds like fun and games, so 
what is all the hype about? Well, when 
we hear reports of a 28-year-old driver 
crashing into a tree and destroying 
his car while playing, a 15-year-old 
girl damaging her collarbone and foot 
when the game led her into the middle 
of a busy highway; or a young man 
sideswiping a police o�  cer’s patrol 
car while playing and driving down 
the road, all of a sudden an innocent 
game is now cause for concern. With 
the game expanding into several coun-
tries around the globe, we are hearing 
reports such as Bosnia warning players 
to avoid chasing Pokémon onto land-
mine � elds left over from the 1990s.  
� ere are also concerns of military 
personnel playing the game on military 
bases around sensitive areas because 
the game taps into your device’s cam-
era and could open up the possibility of 
leaking sensitive images of secure areas 
and top secret military technology. 

� ere are dangers right here in our 
own backyards as well. Your electric 

cooperative has substations that pro-
vide electricity to your house. � ese 
areas are o�  limits to unauthorized 
personnel for a reason - they are very 
dangerous!  Any time you see electri-
cal equipment, transformers, or signs 
that indicate high voltage, please avoid 
these areas, it’s not worth the risk. If 
you have children and/or grandchil-
dren playing the game, please educate 
them on areas that are “o�  limits,” set 
boundaries and remind them to be 
aware of their surroundings. 

At the end of the day, it is just a 
game. Using a little common sense, 
and paying attention to your sur-
roundings, will go a long way to stay-
ing safe while playing this game. I can 
honestly say that my kids have exer-
cised signi� cantly more due to chasing 
Pokémon in the last two weeks than 
they have all summer playing the Xbox 
inside the house. 

Until next month, stay safe and 
maybe I’ll see you out chasing 
Pokémon.  
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Market Place

Call the Roof King for your 
Mobile Home Roofing Needs!

1-800-748-0645
Mobile Home Super Insulated

Roof Over Systems

Factory Direct from Roof King
40 Year Warranty

 — Since 1982 —

www.roofking.net

SPECIALIZING IN ALL TYPES OF INSULATION

Toll Free (888)745-3134  
www.saundersinsulation.com

35 Years of
Family Owned Business

Serving Northern Half of Illinois Since 1977
ILLINOIS PROPERTIES NEEDED: Horse, 
Hobby or Mini Farms, Land, Country 
Estates, Log Cabins or Lake Homes. Our 
#1 Marketing Program specializes in rural 
Illinois. Buyers prefer our #1 country 
website, FarmAndLakeHouses.com. Get 
better exposure- largest MLS (35,790 
Chicago agents), 100’s of websites & 
equine, rec & outdoor magazine ads. 
Exclusive Real Estate Booth showcases 
listings to 40,000+ attendees at sport, 
horse & outdoors shows across Illinois! 
Since 1991, Farm and Lake Houses R.E.- full 
time broker Jerry Grodesky (217) 386-4220. $3,650only

DIMENSION BUILDINGS
Best Buildings at the Best Price
For a Complete 30x50

Deluxe Pole Barn Package
CALL (618) 997-9568

www.dimensionbldgs.com
All Sizes Available        Marion, IL

Wanted: Standing timber. 
This cash crop needs 
 harvested like any other 
crop. Cash in while prices 
are good. Call 618-423-9285.

HICKAM AND SONS LOGGING
We buy standing timber. 
All species, except pine. 
Southern Illinois Area. 

618-893-4223

Insulation. 4x8 sheets, foil-
backed foam. All factory seconds.
www.nichols5.com.Contact Ken 
Nichols, 800-424-1256.Kathleen Clesson

Gift Certifi cate to
Timber Ridge Outpost & Cabins

Jane Callahan
4 Tickets to

Caterpillar Visitors Center

Go to our website for past issues
of Illinois Country Living

www.icl.coop



110 SW Washington St. 
Peoria, Illinois 
ph.: (309) 675-0606 
Hours: Mon.-Sat. • 10am-5pm 
(Last ticket entry at 3:30 pm)
visitcaterpillar.com

VISIT 
CATERPILLAR!

Children 

12 and under

FREE!

CVC Coupon Ad_2.125x3.indd   1 4/7/16   9:22 AM

2016 Events 
September-December   

 
 

Culinary Walk 
(Berries) 

 2nd Thurs in Sept 
 
Fall Festival 
 Last Sat in Sept 
 
Beggar’s Walk 
 3rd Sat in Oct 
 
Christmas Walk 
 1st Fri in Dec 

Andresen Nature Center 
de Immigrant Windmill 
Fulton Marina 
Great River Road 
Great River Trail 
Heritage Canyon 
Lincoln Highway 
Lock & Dam 13 
Martin House Museum 
Mississippi River 
Ronald Reagan Trail 

ATTRACTIONS:   

A complete list of events/attractions is 
available at www.cityoffulton.us  

or call 815-589-3925 
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I LLI N OIS  CO UN T RY LIVI NG H OLI DAY ESSAY CON T EST

Do you have a 
Christmas you  

remember?

 Share one of your favorite memories of the holidays 
and it could end up in the December pages of 
Illinois Country Living. Perhaps you received the 
worst gift possible or were completely surprised by 
something amazing. Do smells of holiday baking bring 
back memories? Perhaps your family has a Christmas 
tradition you’d like to share. Whether it’s silly or serious, 
we want to hear from you.
   Share your favorite holiday memory and you 
could win $50. Illinois Country Living will choose up 
to four essays to print in the December issue and 
the winning entries will each receive $50. Writers of 
all ages are encouraged to participate. Each essay 
should be no more than 300 words in length.
   All entries must be submitted online. Visit www.icl.
coop and click on the Holiday Essay Contest ad near 
the top of the page. Deadline: September 15, 2016.

HolidayContestHalfPg.indd   26 8/11/16   1:24 PM



† The actual listed guide bar length can vary from the effective cutting length based upon which powerhead it is installed. 
Prices are CDC-SRP. At participating dealers while supplies last. © 2016 CDC STIHL 16CDC-3ICL22-130186-3

See these reviews on STIHLDEALERS.COM STIHLdealers.com

BG 50
BLOWER

The lightest gasoline-powered 
handheld blower in the STIHL lineup

$13999

OVERALL

MS 170
CHAIN SAW

A lightweight chain saw designed for 
woodcutting tasks around the home

$17999

OVERALL 16” bar†

DEPENDABLE. POWERFUL. 
AND NOW, SAVE $60!

MS 250
CHAIN SAW

Light enough to move through smaller tasks but packs a punch 
powerful enough to cut through small limbs and trees

LIMITED TIME SAVINGS While supplies last! A $35999 CDC-SRP

$29999

OVERALL

SAVE $60!
18” bar†

16CDC-3ICL22-130186-3.indd   1 7/5/16   9:19 AM

©2016 Morton Buildings, Inc. A listing of GC licenses available at mortonbuildings.com/licenses. Certain restrictions apply. Ref Code 607

#3383

per 
month

Starting at

Delivered & Constructed
30' x 15' x 53' $453

We’ve made purchasing your next building easier
than ever! Through an exclusive partnership with
Admirals Bank, you can now finance your Morton
building with zero down payment, no mortgage 
lien and no equity required. The application and 
approval process is simple and is generally 
completed in the same day.

Now Offering Financing For Your Building

800-447-7436 • mortonbuildings.com

Call us today for more details.

Morton_ILCountryLiving_9.16_Layout 1  7/11/16  11:09 AM  Page 1
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Bunnies
and hatchets

and whip-purs,
OH MY!

By Sarah Locke

E
agles, bulldogs and tigers are 
the three most common high 
school mascots in the United 

States. Each sound equally strong. But 
not all high school mascots in Illinois 
sound quite as intimidating. Just as 
you’ve likely heard, “don’t judge a book 
by its cover,” so it can be said about each 
anomalous mascot. Many come with 
interesting stories of their inception.

Barbs: � e name of DeKalb’s 
mascot, Spike the crow, is pretty � erce, 
but the story behind their mascot is 

Bunnies: Quite possibly the 
least vicious high school mascot in 
Illinois comes with an interesting 
story. During Fisher High School’s 
1933-34 basketball season, two 
players wore a rabbit’s foot on their 
belts for good luck. After Fisher 
won a strong victory during a 
championship game, a sportswriter 
from the Champaign News Gazette 
named the team “Bunny Boys.” � e 
name “Bunnies” still sticks with the 
team today.

fascinating. In 1873, Joseph Glidden, a 
farmer from DeKalb, submitted a pat-
ent for one of the most common styles 
of barbed wire fence still used today by 
farmers and ranchers in the U.S. and 
abroad. Still manufactured in DeKalb 
today, the barbed wire and a crow later 
became the high school’s mascot to 
honor a piece of the town’s history. 
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Bunnies
and hatchets

and whip-purs,
OH MY!

Cornjerkers: Hoopeston 
is the “Sweet Corn Capital of the 
World.” Long before large automated 
farm machinery, harvesting sweet corn 
o�  the stalk was known as “corn jerk-
ing.” Hoopeston High School buses 
were often late for games because 
athletes “corn jerked” after school. In 
1920, a sportswriter gave the team the 
name “Cornjerkers,” a joke that later 
became their team name.

Green Wave: Most people 
may hear this name and misinterpret 
it as a green ocean wave, but to the 
Mattoon farming community, this 
mascot embodies who they are. 
“Green Wave” represents the waves of 
corn blowing in the wind surrounding 
this agriculturally-driven town. 
“Green Wave” shows how farmers 
are tough and hardworking, just like 
Mattoon’s athletes.

Hatchets: � e two small town 
high schools of Stewardson-Strasburg 
and Windsor recently chose this to be 
the mascot of the newly-consolidated 
sports team called “WSS.” � e 

Windsor Blue Devils and the Stew-
Stras Comets decided to choose a 
mascot that meant something to both 
schools. In 1960, the two schools 
played each other for homecoming 
and the winning team won a hatchet. 
Ever since, the honorable hatchet 
was given to the team who won the 
homecoming game. In order to “bury 
the hatchet” once and for all, and 
forget the rivalry the two schools 
had carried since the 1940s, in 2015 
the newly-consolidated sports team 
chose the “Hatchets” as the mascot to 
symbolize WSS.

Midgets: Freeburg’s team was 
“short but mighty” in 1934. With 
the tallest basketball player at a mere 
5-feet, 10-inches tall, playing center, 
this expeditious team was quite 
successful despite its lack of stature. 
During the 1934-35 season, Freeburg 
won a neck-to-neck game to break 
the three-year long winning streak of 
Dupo. A local newspaper sportswriter 
referred to the team by the name 
“Midgets,” which the high school has 
been loyal to ever since.

 Orphans: In the 1940s, 
Centralia High School athletics were 
known as the Cardinals. One night 
after a game, a sportswriter noticed 
their tattered uniforms and said 
they resembled a bunch of orphans, 
but sure could play basketball. � e 

name caught on and by 1944 
Centralia’s o�  cial mascot was 
the Orphans. In the 1970s, 

when Centralia started 
girls’ sports, it was only 

� tting to name their 
team the Orphan 
Annies.

 Wooden 
Shoes: Over 150 

years ago, a German 
immigrant came to the town of 
Teutopolis making and selling 
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 Orphans:
Centralia High School athletics were 
known as the Cardinals. One night 
after a game, a sportswriter noticed 
their tattered uniforms and said 
they resembled a bunch of orphans, 
but sure could play basketball. � e 

name caught on and by 1944 
Centralia’s o�  cial mascot was 
the Orphans. In the 1970s, 

when Centralia started 
girls’ sports, it was only 

Shoes: 
years ago, a German 

immigrant came to the town of 
Teutopolis making and selling 

shoes out of wood. When the school’s 
� rst basketball coach arrived, he was 
presented a pair of wooden shoes that 
were painted and used as trophies at 
the homecoming games vs. Neoga. 
After wooden shoes were no longer 
worn, this town decided to keep the 
tradition alive and call its mascot the 
“Wooden Shoes.”

Whip-Purs: Hampshire High 
School wore the colors white and 
purple before deciding on a mascot. 
In the 1940s a student suggested the 
name “Whi-Pur,” the � rst three letters 
of white and the � rst three letters of 
purple. As the mascot caught on, it 
transformed into the name “Whip-
Pur” and was paired with a picture of 
a cat holding a whip.

 Stories about the naming of 
mascots abound across the United 
States. Connecticut has the Winged 
Beavers, Idaho has the Maniacs, 
and Minnesota has the Awesome 
Blossoms. Although the naming of 
some mascots, such as the Illinois 
Valley Central High School Grey 
Ghosts, remains a mystery, many 
others stories are told with pride 
across Illinois

 All logos were used with permission 
of the schools.
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Highlights

16th Intertribal Powwow at the Grand Village 
of the Kickapoo Park

WHERE: Grand Village of the Kickapoo Park
 8144 N 3100 East Rd., Le Roy, IL 61752
COST: Adults $5, Kids 6-12 and Elders $3, Kids under 6 Free.
CONTACT: https://www.facebook.com/grandvillagekickapoo/
Dancing, food, native crafts and jewelry, corn maze, children’s activities, and 
a chance to visit the bison herd. For more information, � nd us on Facebook 
– Grand Village of the Kickapoo Park, or call Angelo at 309-261-3043 or 
Bill at 309-846-6720.

 SAT., SEPTEMBER 10 (11 A.M. - 10 P.M.) AND SUN., SEPTEMBER 11 (11 A.M. TO 5 P.M.)

Village of West City 6th Annual Festival

WHERE:  Village of West City 6th Annual Festival
 201 S. Browning St., Benton, IL 62812
COST: Free
CONTACT: Village of West City – 618-438-6131

Festival for the whole family. Antique Tractor Show from 
12 p.m. – 6 p.m. Old 37 Band performs at 7 p.m. Family 
entertainment all through the day, with bouncy houses, horse 
and buggy rides and � re truck rides.  

Highlights
     

DeWitt County Farm Crawl

WHERE: Triple M Farms: Mariah’s Mums & More 
 and Timberview Alpacas
   16727 Airport Rd., Clinton, IL 61727

COST: Free

 � e 3rd Annual Farm Crawl connects families with local family 
farms in DeWitt County. In addition to demonstrations and fun 
activities, each farm will sell their products during the event to increase 
the economic viability of local, family farms.
 � e tours and on the farm activities are free and open to families. 
Local school clubs and organizations will be selling a variety of 
homemade goods, sandwiches, fresh cooked sweet corn, and more! 
NEW this year is the DeWitt County Farm Bureau sponsored tractor 
drive. Tractors will parade across the DeWitt County countryside. 

SEPTEMBER 4, 2016 @ 10 A.M. – 5 P.M.

SEPTEMBER 17, 2016 @ 12 P.M. – 10 P.M.



Field Demonstrations, Exhibits, & Tractors by the ton!  
Ride The Train • Plus a working saw mill and more!

$5 per day or $10 weekend pass (12 and under are Free!) • SERVICE DOGS ONLY 
13451 IL Hwy 92 • Geneseo, IL 61254 • Exit 6 on I-88 
3 miles east on R. 92 (follow signs)
For more info visit our website: 
www.ae-ta.com

55TH ANNUAL ANTIQUE ENGINE & 
TRACTOR WORKING FARM SHOW
Featuring Massey-Harris Tractors

JOIN US SEPTEMBER 16 - 18, 2016
Also featuring Root & Vandervoort Gas Engines

55TH ANNUAL ANTIQUE ENGINE & 55TH ANNUAL ANTIQUE ENGINE & 
TRACTOR WORKING FARM SHOWTRACTOR WORKING FARM SHOW
Featuring Massey-Harris TractorsFeaturing Massey-Harris Tractors

JOIN US SEPTEMBER 16 - 18, 2016JOIN US SEPTEMBER 16 - 18, 2016JOIN US SEPTEMBER 16 - 18, 2016JOIN US SEPTEMBER 16 - 18, 2016JOIN US SEPTEMBER 16 - 18, 2016JOIN US SEPTEMBER 16 - 18, 2016

&&&&&&
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Field Demonstrations, Exhibits, & Tractors by the ton!  

GGG EEE NNN EEE SSS EEE OOO ,,, III LLL

Call 
877-436-7926

for more info!
or visit www.visithenrycounty.com

SAVOR FALL COLORS 
AND COOL NIGHTS 
Henry County backroads are filled with natural beauty, colorful 
heritage, and unique shopping and dining experiences. Local 
owners infuse their spirit and personalities into artisan shops 
displaying one-of-a-kind items to restaurants offering historic 
ambiance including casual dining, local pubs, and everything 
in between.  Fourteen small towns and villages dot the scenery 
and tell the stories of the land. We invite you to take a road trip to 
Henry County, Illinois.  

While in Town, Check Out:
Ryan’s Round Barn - Kewanee
September 4 & 18

Trains, Planes, Automobiles - Geneseo
September 10 

Jordbruksdagarna “Agriculture Days” – Bishop Hill
September 24 & 25
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For the Love of the Game
Show Your Love 

for the St. Louis 
Cardinals™ 

The winning ways of the St. Louis 

Cardinals™ have given their fans 
plenty to cheer for each season. Now 
you can add some spirited Cardinals™ 
fashion to your wardrobe with our all 
new “For the Love of the Game” St. 

Louis Cardinals™ Pendant, officially 
licensed by Major League Baseball 
Properties and available only from The 
Bradford Exchange.

Hand-crafted in an 
Original Design

This stylish pendant pays stunning tribute 
to your St. Louis Cardinals™. The uniquely 
beautiful design shimmers with genuine 
Swarovski crystals and 18K gold plating. The 
graceful oval shaped pendant is surrounded 
with a glittering pavé of over 30 clear 
Swarovski crystals. Within the oval is the 
offi cial logo of the Cardinals™ in team-color 
enameling and two hearts, each sparkling 
with 3 team-color—red and white—Swarovski 
crystals. The inside of the oval, the hearts, and 
the team logo are all richly accented with 18K 
gold plating. Adding to the team spirit, the 
pendant is engraved on the reverse side with 
“Cardinals™ Pride,” and the fi nishing touch is a 
matching 18” chain.

An Outstanding Value... 
Available for a Limited Time!

A great way to show your team support, or a 
great gift for a Cardinals™ fan that you know, this 
exclusive pendant can be yours for just $99*, payable 
in 4 convenient installments of $24.75. To reserve 
a “For the Love of the Game” St. Louis Cardinals™ 

Pendant, backed by our unconditional 120-day 
guarantee, send no money now; just fi ll out and send 
in the Priority Reservation. But hurry, this pendant is 
not available anywhere else and we expect strong 
demand from Cardinals™ fans. So don’t delay... send 
in your reservation today!
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NEVER GUTTER THE COUPON.

A Fine Jewelry Design
Offi cially Licensed by Major League Baseball Properties 

Available Only from The Bradford Exchange 

Hand-crafted and Lavished 
with 18K Gold Plating

Shimmering with Over 30 
Genuine Swarovski Crystals 

Featuring the Cardinals™ 
Offi cial Logo and Team-

Color Crystal Hearts

Engraved on the Reverse Side 
with “Cardinals™ Pride”

Take Pride in a Winning Team!

St. Louis Cardinals™ Pendant

©2016 The Bradford Exchange   01-22313-001-BIB

www.bradfordexchange.com/22313
Major League Baseball trademarks and copyrights are used 

with permission of Major League Baseball Properties, Inc. 

Visit MLB.com Bradford/MLBP 2016 

*Plus $9.98 shipping and service. Please allow 4-6 weeks after initial payment for shipment. All sales are subject 
to product availability and order acceptance. Product subject to change.

Mrs. Mr. Ms.
                                                  Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address

City                                                                 State           Zip

Email (optional)

 01-22313-001-E38501

9345 Mi lwaukee Avenue ·  Ni les,  IL 
60714-1393

jewelry
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the

PRIORITY RESERVATION                     SEND NO MONEY NOW

YES.   Please reserve the “For the Love of the Game” 
St. Louis Cardinals™ Pendant for me as described in this 
announcement. Please Respond Promptly

Shown Actual Size

01_22313_001_BIB.indd   1 6/28/16   1:32 PM




