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Bauer Comfort Center 
Cissna Park 
800-457-2589

Bratcher Heating & Air 
Conditioning 
Bloomington/Normal 
309-454-1611 
bratchercomfort.com

Bratcher Heating & Air 
Conditioning 
Champaign 
217-378-4328

Bratcher Heating & Air 
Conditioning 
Paxton 
217-370-6305

Climate Company 
Breese 
618-526-2135

Engel Heating & Cooling 
Collinsville 
618-344-0359

Ernst Heating & Cooling 
Hamel 
618-633-2244

Fowler Heating & Cooling 
Marion 
618-997-5288

Jaenke Heating & Air 
Conditioning 
Waterloo 
618-939-8029

KCH Mechanical Inc. 
Effingham 
217-347-5755

LD Mechanical Contractors 
Charleston 
217-345-9633

McCann & Sons A/C & Heating 
Inc. 
Alto Pass 
618-893-4887

Neal’s Heating & Cooling 
Marissa 
618-295-3402

Neuhaus Heating & Cooling 
Litchfield 
217-324-2818

Pederson HVAC 
New Baden 
618-588-2402 
pedersonhvac.net

Pioneer Homes Heating, Cooling, 
& Insulation 
Taylorville 
217-820-0481

R&H Plumbing & Heating Inc. 
Altamont 
618-483-6159

South Side Hardware 
Greenfield 
217-368-2705 

Weeke Sales & Service 
Okawville 
618-243-5333 
weekecustomcomfort.com

Weidner Refrigeration 
Divernon 
217-628-3400

William J. Kraus & Son 
Keocuk, IA 
319-524-3714

STRAINED?
Is the high cost and unpredictability of propane putting a strain 
on your piggy bank? Make the switch to geothermal. A GeoComfort 
geothermal system uses the energy stored in the ground to deliver 
consistent, affordable comfort to your home year round, while 
saving up to 70% on monthly utility bills.

GeoComfort systems provide heating and cooling for a variety 
of applications, including forced air, radiant floor, hybrid add-on 
systems, domestic hot water and more! What’s more, they don’t burn 
fossil fuel and have a longer life cycle than conventional systems.

Relieve the propane strain – and get to know 
geo! Contact your local GeoComfort dealer 
today.

PROPANE

OptionalOptional

www.geocomfort.com

Ask your dealer about the GeoComfort Lifetime Microchannel Air Coil & Compressor Warranty
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Commentary

 An Illinois example of how to cooperatively grow jobs

Solving the job skills gap…together

Soon after I began  working 
for East Central Illinois 

Development Corporation (ECIDC) 
in 2010, I was surprised to hear 
 business  leaders express frustrations 
over their  inability to fi nd enough 
workers to fi ll  manufacturing jobs. 
How could this be when our area 
unemployment rates had been so 
high? What I have since learned is 
there is a signifi cant gap between 
the skills our workers have, and the 
skills our employers need, to fi ll 
today’s advanced technology jobs. 
Furthermore, this is a national prob-
lem with almost every rural region 
facing the same issue. 
 So how could our region tackle 
the skills-gap problem when national 
and state funding sources are sparse, 
and we are all competing for the 
same grant dollars? In east central 
Illinois, our answer has been to 
pool together resources of several 
 businesses, community organizations, 
economic development groups and 
educational institutions (including a 
six com munity college consortium) 
to address this issue. We have formed 
the East Central Illinois (eci) Super 
Region, and we are dedicated to 
better  preparing both young people 
and those already in the workforce, 
with the skill sets needed for today’s 
 manufacturing jobs. 
 Our fi rst task was to survey many 
of our region’s manufacturing  leaders 
and ask them how we might best 
help them. Th eir feedback gave us 
 valuable insight. One key issue is 
that many potential employees lack 
basic skills in STEM (science, tech-
nology  engineering and math). 
Another concern involves soft skills 
such as reliability and the ability to 
pass drug screening tests. Yet another 
problem is the lack of interest to 
enter these careers in the fi rst place. 

Th is is most likely attributable to the 
perception that manufacturing jobs 
are low-paying and performed in 
 undesirable environments. In reality 
many of today’s manufacturing jobs 
off er competitive pay and are in clean, 
 comfortable surroundings.
 I have to admit, prior to my 
involvement in this project, I was part 
of the parent population who would 
have never suggested to my children 
they consider a training program 
 leading to a manufacturing career. 
I didn’t realize that manufacturing 
jobs off er many opportunities for 
advancement to various  management 
positions and start in fi elds like 
industrial engineering, logistics and 
inventory control, maintenance, 
quality assurance and production. 
But after learning some of the facts, 
such as the average manufacturing 
employee earns a total benefi ts’ com-
pensation package valued at $77,060 
annually (Bureau of Economic 
Analysis 2011), I decided I needed 
to share with my own childeren what 
I had learned. 
 In an eff ort to close this com-
munity awareness gap, the eci 
Super Region recently launched 
CatchYourCareer.com. We designed 
the site to make it easy for students, 
parents, guidance counselors and 
 others to discover the facts and many 
benefi ts associated with today’s 
modern manufac turing jobs, as 
well as locate one of the many and 
 varied technology training  programs 
off ered by eci Super Region  partners. 
We appreciate the assistance the 
Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives provided in building 
this website.
 We are also encouraging local 
business-education partnerships. 
CatchYourCareer.com provides 
tools and resources to support these 

Jean Anne Grunloh is 
the Executive Director 
of East Central Illinois 
Development Corporation 
(ECIDC, www.ecidc.com), 
an 11-county, regional 
economic development 
group.

partnerships, including work-based 
learning templates and fl yers designed 
specifi cally for students and parents.
 Community and education 
 leaders can work together with their 
 businesses to host manufacturing 
expos and open houses for students, 
parents, and educators to tour the 
facilities. Even better, business- 
education partnerships can off er 
students internship programs and 
on-the-job training, enabling area 
employers to discover and hire local 
talent.
 A great example is the Lake Land 
College (LLC) and North American 
Lighting (NAL) partnership started 
last fall. According to NAL- Training 
and Development Manager Jim 
Jamrozek, the LLC-NAL Fast Track 
Tech Program is based upon the com-
munity college providing the initial 
basic skills  training in an eight-week 
period, and the business committing 
to provide more in-depth training. 
William Adams, a Fast Track trainee, 
says, “I now have a lot to off er any 
company, and this is my fi rst oppor-
tunity to earn a decent income. Before 
my training I really had no future job 
prospects.”
 Is your community  partnering 
to address the skills gap? If 
not, I encourage you to visit 
CatchYourCaeer.com. You will fi nd 
many talking points, community suc-
cess stories to gain ideas, and tools to 
get the conversation started with your 
business and education leaders. 



You may not realize it, but your home is sitting on a free and renewable supply of energy. A WaterFurnace 
geothermal comfort system taps into the stored solar energy in your own backyard to provide savings of up 
to 70% on heating, cooling and hot water. That’s money in the bank and a smart investment in your family’s 
comfort. Contact your local WaterFurnace dealer today to learn how to tap into your buried treasure. 

WATERFURNACE UNITS QUALIFY FOR A 30% FEDERAL TAX CREDIT

waterfurnace.com
(800) GEO-SAVE

Albers
Toennies Service Co.
(618) 248-5130

Bloomington
Wm. Masters, Inc.
(309) 662-8481

Brighton 
Den-Son Heating & Cooling
(618) 372-8375

Canton
Spoon River Mechanical Services
(309) 647-5009

GM Mechanical
(309) 647-5700

Carbondale
GL Morris
(618) 457-0190

Carterville
RSP Heating & Cooling
(618) 942-2424

Charleston
Jansen’s Heating & Air
(217) 235-5223

Chester
Schumer Bros
(573) 547-6517

Cobden
Davis Heating & Cooling
(618) 893-2821

Decatur
Design-Air Heating & A/C
(217) 429-1105

Delevan
Jeckel Plumbing & Heating
(309) 244-8265

Edwardsville
Cummings Heating & Cooling
(618) 656-8953

Effingham
Jansen’s Heating & Air
(217) 347-5223

Fairbury
Popejoy Plumbing, Htg & Electric
(815) 692-4471

Fairfield
Electro Electric
(618) 847-8102

Flora
Electro Electric, Inc.
(618) 662-4520

Gifford
Duden and Silver
(217) 568-7954

Goodfield
Hinrichsen Heating & Air
(309) 965-2604

Hamilton
Peters Heating & Air, Inc.
(217) 847-2777

Harrisburg
D&C Heating & Air
(618) 997-6577

Lawrenceville
Tracy Electric, Inc.
(618) 943-2243

Litchfield
Snell Enterprises, Inc.
(217) 324-4560

Macomb
Arnold Brothers Heating & Cooling
(309) 833-2852

Marion
D&C Heating & Air
(618) 997-6577

Mount Vernon
Holloway Heating & Air, Inc.
(618) 242-5481

Pana
Jansen’s Heating & Air
(217) 562-5201

Paxton
Houston Plumbing & Heating
(800) 379-2165

Petersburg
Collins Plumbing & Heating
(217) 632-3670

Pittsfield
Peters Heating & Air, Inc.
(217) 285-1600

Quincy
Peters Heating & Air, Inc.
(217) 222-1368

Red Bud
DeRousse Heating & Air, Inc.
(618) 282-2224

Springfield
Collins Plumbing & Heating
(217) 793-8031

Taylorville
Jansen’s Heating & Air
(217) 824-4138 

Thomasboro
Hoveln Heating & Cooling, Inc.
(217) 643-2125

Tilton
Blackie’s Automatic Engineering
(217) 442-1440

Virden
Snell Enterprises, Inc.
(217) 965-3911

Waterloo
DeRousse Heating & Air, Inc.
(618) 282-2224

Winchester
Little Heating & A/C, Inc.
(217) 742-3332

YOUR LOCAL WATERFURNACE DEALERS

WaterFurnace is a registered trademark of WaterFurnace International, Inc. ©2013 WaterFurnace International Inc.
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Currents NEWS - LEGISLATION - TRENDS - RESEARCH

Solar added to co-op’s energy supply mix
 Dairyland Power, which serves the Illinois  cooperative 
Jo-Carroll Energy, has signed an agreement with 
Minnesota-Th ree, LLC, to purchase the renewable energy 
produced by a planned large solar facility, to be located 
north of Rochester, Minn.
 Th e new solar installation will be 517 kilowatts (kW), 
and could produce enough energy to power nearly 60 
homes. Bill Berg, President and CEO of Dairyland, said 
“Expanding solar resources is consistent with Dairyland’s 
strategic intent to diversify our energy resources portfolio.”

 Dairyland Power also purchases the excess energy out-
put from a 368 kW solar generation facility owned by the 
City of Galena, Ill., and a number of smaller distributed 
 generation projects. Th ere are more than 300 member-
owned solar photovoltaic facilities in the Dairyland system 
and that number continues to grow.
 Dairyland provides wholesale electricity to 25 member 
distribution cooperatives and 16 municipal utilities in 
Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa and Illinois. 

Dairyland Power, a generation and transmission cooperative serving co-ops in Illinois and three other states, 

 continues to diversify its power supply options by adding more solar power from facilities like this one in Galena, Ill. 

Th e co-op’s energy mix resources include coal, natural gas, hydro, wind, biomass, landfi ll gas, animal waste and solar.

Give your home an energy score
 Th e Energy Department 
announced on Jan. 9, its fi rst major 
software update to the Home Energy 
Scoring Tool, developed by the 
Department’s Building Technologies 
Offi  ce and Lawrence Berkeley 
National Laboratory (LBNL). 
Th e Home Energy Score allows 
homebuyers to compare homes 
on an “apples-to-apples” basis and 
 provides recommendations for energy 
 effi  ciency improvements. In addition, 
homeowners and homebuyers receive 

a cost-saving estimate of how these 
improvements could reduce utility 
bills and improve a home’s score.
 Th rough the Home Energy 
Scoring Tool, more than 8,500 
homes have been scored by the 
Energy Department’s growing net-
work of more than 25 partners and 
175 qualifi ed assessors. After more 
than a year of implementation and 
feedback from program partners, the 
Energy Department made signifi cant 
improvements to the scoring tool’s 

calculation methodology and user 
interface. Th e tool also provides more 
detailed and cost-eff ective recom-
mendations to help consumers save 
money.
 In Illinois you can fi nd out
more and locate a qualifi ed
assessor by going to the Illinois
Home Performance website 
illinoishomeperformance.org and 
clicking on Get Started. 
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Honoring our heroes from the Land of Lincoln
 According to the Department of 
Veterans Aff airs, an estimated 640 
WWII veterans die each day. Th e mis-
sion of the Honor Flight Network is 
to transport, free of charge, America’s 
veterans to Washington, D.C. to visit 
those memorials dedicated to honor 
their service and sacrifi ces.
 “Th e Land of Lincoln Honor 
Flight team is taking applications in 
order of their service for veterans from 
World War II, Korea and Vietnam,” 
says Craig Costello, an Honor Flight 
volun teer and lineman for Rural 
Electric Convenience Cooperative, 
Auburn. “Last year we fl ew more than 
500  veterans out of the Springfi eld 
airport. Th is year we have pledged to 
send more than 600. Th e fl ight is free 
for the veterans.”
 Costello says the Land of Lincoln 
Honor Flights are scheduled 
for March 25th, April 29th and 
June 10th. In addition to veterans,
the  organization is always looking
for  volunteers and donations. Go to
www.landofl incolnhonorfl ight.org or 
contact Costello at 217-438-9198.

Craig Costello (center), a volunteer for the Land of Lincoln Honor Flight, agrees 

with Will Rogers who said, “We can’t all be heroes. Some of us have to stand on the 

curb and clap as they go by.”

 Th ere are seven other regional 
Honor Flight Hubs in Illinois.
If the veteran you know doesn’t
live in the Springfi eld area, go to

www.honorfl ight.org and click on 
the Regional Hubs map, then select 
Illinois for a listing. 

EPA to tighten regulations on new wood stoves
 Some consider wood a renewable energy resource. And 
for many people, especially those living in rural areas, wood 
stoves are an important source of heat. Unfortunately, it 
is going to become more expensive to buy a new wood 
stove due to proposed Environmental Protection Agency 
regulations.
 About 11.5 million U.S. homes use wood for heat. And 
although it is a carbon-neutral fuel, burning wood emits 
fi ne particulate pollution made up of solid particles and 
liquid droplets that measure 2.5 micrometers in diameter 
or less. Th e EPA currently certifi es non-catalytic wood 
stoves if they produce less than 7.5 grams of fi ne par ticulate 
per hour. Th e proposed regulation would reduce that to 
4.5 grams per hour for stoves manufactured next year, and 
would tighten it again in 2019 with a limit of 1.3 grams per 
hour.
 Rep. Th omas Massey (R-KY) questioned the need for 
the new regulation at a Nov. 14 hearing on accountability 

at the EPA. He said, “First the Administration went after 
coal, now it is coming after wood heat. On my farm, wood 
is an abundant, renewable, carbon-neutral energy source 
that keeps us warm in the winter, and teaches my children 
the value of hard work. And we burn it responsibly. Federal 
regulation of wood burning is misguided.”
 Th e EPA has countered that the new stoves would be 
more effi  cient and for every dollar spent to comply with the 
new standards, Americans could see health benefi ts worth 
between $118 and $267.
 Just as the electric co-ops have encouraged members to 
go to www.action.coop to comment about the aff ordability 
of new regulations on coal-fi red plants, you can comment 
on the new proposed EPA wood heater regulations. Go to 
www2.epa.gov/residential-wood-heaters/how -comment-
proposed-new-source-performance-standards-residential-
wood. 

Illinois Country Living • March 2014 • 7
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Co-ops support bipartisan climate letter to Obama
 On Jan. 30, U.S. Senator Roy Blunt 
and a bipartisan group of 21 U.S. 
Senators sent a letter to President 
Barack Obama urging him to 
 “consider the burden on ratepayers 
before moving forward with plans to 
increase regulations.”
 Jo Ann Emerson, CEO of the 
National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association, said, “We thank Senator 
Blunt and his colleagues for their 
 letter to President Obama under-
scoring that the most vulnerable 
families are hit hardest by energy 
policies, crafted without deliberate 
and thoughtful consideration given to 
the cost implications and those eff ects 

on Americans. Th is is about real 
people to electric co-ops. We serve 
the majority of the ‘persistent poverty’ 
counties in the country and these 
ill-thought  regulations dispropor-
tionately aff ect our membership and 
rural Americans.”
 In part the letter said, “In 2009, the 
American Clean Energy and Security 
Act, commonly known as “Waxman-
Markey,” passed the Democratic-
controlled House, but was not even 
considered in the Senate. Th e central 
provision of that legislation would 
have placed a cap on greenhouse 
gas emissions, which would then 
be sharply reduced over time. Th e 

Co-ops welcome energy and economic 
development provisions in new Farm Bill
 Jo Ann Emerson, CEO of the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association (NRECA), in February con-
gratulated the Senate on passing the Farm Bill. “Electric 
cooperatives appreciate the hard work, long hours and 
many diffi  cult compromises that were necessary to pass 
a fi nal bill. Cooperatives serve 93 percent of the nation’s 
 ‘persistent poverty counties’ and see fi rst-hand the need for 
the rural economic development programs contained in 
this bill.
 “In addition, not-for-profi t,  member-owned elec-
tric  cooperatives look forward to partnering with the 
Rural Utilities Service (RUS) to implement meaningful 
 improvements to the electric loan program. In  particular, 
at a time when the  economy continues to struggle in 

rural areas, the Farm Bill’s RUS  provisions expand 
 cooperatives’ ability to make low-interest effi  ciency loans to 
 consumer-members to help reduce their energy costs and 
consumption. Th e positive impact of this bill will be lasting 
and signifi cant,” Emerson said.
 “As both a farmer and a co-op leader, I know agricul-
ture has been an economic anchor, helping stabilize the 
economies of small rural communities where electric 
co-ops serve,” said Duane Noland, President/CEO of the 
Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives. “Just the 
 improvements made to the crop insurance program in this 
Farm Bill will help improve risk management for farmers, 
and in turn add stability to the farm  economy.” 

Electric car sales continue to double
 In just their third year of general sales, plug-in electric 
cars nearly doubled in 2013. In 2011, 17,000 were sold. In 
2012, sales grew to 53,000 and in 2013 sales nearly doubled 
to 90,000.
 Sixteen diff erent models were being sold by the end of 
2013. Th e Chevy Volt continued to be the best selling with 
more than 23,000 sold. Th e next best seller was the Nissan 
Leaf with 22,000 in sales. Tesla’s luxury sport sedan sales 

report is expected by the end of this month, but projections 
are they will sell 21,000 vehicles.
 As the sale of all electric plug-in cars increases, it is likely 
the demand for electricity will also increase. Managing 
the time when these new electric cars are charged, will be 
 crucial to managing the strain on the grid and the cost of 
peak demand periods for utilities and consumers. 

legis lation contemplated a fi nal target 
of roughly 80 percent below 2005 
levels by 2050. Th is bill was rejected 
by Congress for a variety of reasons, 
including  primarily the tremendous 
costs it would impose on con sumers 
and the economy for little or no 
 benefi t. For example, one study found 
that the bill would raise electricity 
rates by 90 percent (after adjusting 
for infl ation). Your June 2013 CAP 
(Climate Action Plan) announcement 
diff ers little from Waxman-Markey.” 
For the full text of the letter go to
www.blunt.senate.gov. 
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She saw her dad blow insulation into the attic to make the house more

energy-effi cient. Then, she got an idea. Find out how your local electric 

cooperative can help you lead by example at TogetherWeSave.com.

ERICA BECAME 
CONCERNED BY 
THE LACK OF 
INSULATION IN 
HER DOLLHOUSE.  

TOGETHERWESAVE.COM
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Agriculture
Not just a man’s world

by Valerie Cheatham

A
griculture and farming aren’t 
usually considered a woman’s 
world, but that trend is chang-

ing. It’s often brains over brawn when 
it comes to women in farming, and 
increasing numbers of females are 
enrolling in ag-related university pro-
grams which include everything from 
agribusiness to agronomy, crop science 
and animal science.
 From 1996 to 2012, females enroll-
ing in agriculture-related programs 
grew a whopping 94.2 percent at land 

grant institutions, and 93 percent at all 
public institutions, according to Food, 
Agriculture and Education Information 
System (FAEIS) data generated 
nationally by Virginia Tech University.
 Th e 2007 Census of Agriculture, 
conducted by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA), shows that 30.2 
percent of U.S. farm operators are women 
– that’s more than 1 million. Illinois 
saw a 10 percent growth in the number 
of women operators from 2002 to 2007 
and that growth is expected to continue. 

 Th is isn’t the old stereotypical world 
of a farm wife in an apron doing 
household chores while caring for her 
children and taking meals out to the 
fi eld. Women are a force to be reck-
oned with in the world of agriculture! 
You can often fi nd them involved in 
agri-marketing, fi nance, management, 
research and the day-to-day operations 
and decisions of a farm. What she may 
lack in physical strength, she’ll make 
up for in other ways. 



Winning Ways Oxford Sheep Farm

“You’re accepted, but 
you have to try harder. 

Being a female, you 
have to really prove 
your willingnes s to 

work and get dirty.”

M    
 elanie Hall, of Winning 
Ways Oxford Sheep Farm in 
rural Moweaqua, is involved 

in many aspects of agriculture. Hall 
lives on the centennial farm where she 
grew up, has a degree in agribusiness 
from Illinois State University and is 
in charge of the conservation pro-
gram and waterways for Farm Service 
Agency in Decatur.
 Hall and husband, Darrell, were 
both raised on farms and have strong 
roots in agriculture. When they mar-
ried, he already had Oxford purebred 
sheep and brought them with him to 
her family farm. As the operation grew, 
Winning Ways Oxford Sheep Farm 
became nationally-known as one of the 
top three breeders of the purebreds. 
 Oxford are a medium-sized breed 
with wool on their legs, down the 
panel of their noses and on the top of 
their heads. While the wool quality is 
good, they are a meat breed, with good 
mothering ability and temperament 
which makes them good for kids start-
ing out with 4H or FFA projects. 
 Th e Halls mainly raise their animals 
as breeding stock, and a few are sold 
for meat, but the majority are private 
sales. Th ey have 50 ewes that will lamb 
this year which she estimates will pro-
duce between 70 and 85 lambs. While 
the Halls don’t have to help the ewes 
with the birthing process, they are usu-
ally there to make sure the process goes 
smoothly. Th ey have audio monitors in 
the large birthing pen, so they can hear 
the animals pawing when they are pre-
paring for birth, and are also installing 
video monitors so they can watch them 
from the house. 
 Th eir daughter LeAnn, a graduate 
of Purdue University with a degree 
from the Agricultural College in 
Biochemistry, helps out when she is 
home. She is enrolled in a program at 
Purdue that will eventually give her a 
veterinary degree. She wants to remain 
involved in the sheep operation. 
 Th e college experience has evolved 
from the time mother and daughter 
each attended. Melanie says, “When 
I started at Illinois State, I was in the 

ag department because I knew I liked 
agriculture. Th ere weren’t very many 
women in the department and the 
majority of them were studying horti-
culture. Now, I think that has exploded, 
especially in the areas of agribusiness, 
animal science and agronomy.”
 LeAnn believes that “if guys were 
raised on the farm, they usually go 
back to the farm. Whereas, I’m look-
ing at still being a part of the farm, but 
having an outside ag-related profes-
sion as well.” And, other women seem 
to fi nd value in that as well.
 As a woman in the ’80s, Melanie had 
to fi ght her way to become an insider in 
the breed. “I had to prove I would work 
- that I wasn’t stupid, but knowledge-
able,” she explains. “You’re accepted, but 
you have to try harder. Being a female, 
you have to really prove your willing-
ness to work and get dirty.”

 Farming is not without its chal-
lenges, and Melanie foresees a prob-
lem in the public’s perception that 
the livestock industry uses too much 
antibiotic in its feed or in taking care 
of sick animals. “We need to educate 
the public more,” she says. “I’m not 
sure that antibiotics are used as much 
in the livestock industry as the public 
perceives. And, the majority of people 
that raise livestock as a living, take 
good care of their animals. Th ey’re 
in it because they want to be. Th ey 
love that type of work and love 
their animals.”
 Melanie and Darrell are a team. 
“For us the whole agriculture thing 
works,” says Melanie. “He does his 
thing, I do mine, and when we need 
something from the other one, we’re 
together. We’re reaching for the 
common goal.”

Illinois Country Living • March 2014 • 11
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E
mily Webel is a young farm wife 
but, growing up in the small 
town of Oneida, the closest she 

had gotten to the farm was the corn 
fi eld in her backyard. Although her 
father was a high school agriculture 
teacher, she had no interest in it. After 
graduating from the University of 
Illinois with a degree in elementary 
education, Webel thought she would 
follow her brother to the Chicago 
area, but instead began teaching sixth 
grade in Monticello - another small 
town surrounded by corn fi elds. 
 When her father retired from 
teaching, he joined Webel’s grandfa-
ther and uncle in farming. Farming 
just kept coming up in the life of 
someone that thought she had little 
interest in it!
 She met her husband, Joe, in 
Monticello where he was consulting 
agriculture teachers in the area. After 
the birth of their fi rst child, Webel 
and her husband decided they wanted 
to be closer to family. Th ey gutted and 
rebuilt her grandparent’s farm house 
in rural Farmington and Joe, who was 
doing a national ag consulting job, 
decided to become a farmer.
 “We fell into cattle farming,” says 
Webel. “A neighboring farmer was 
ready to retire and had cattle he 
wanted us to take over.” Th ey now 
have 150 head of cattle and 500 acres 
they plant with corn, soybeans, hay, 
and occasionally, wheat.
 She had her second child, was liv-
ing on a farm and realized she knew 
nothing about the farm culture and 
started educating herself. “Th ere were 
a lot of people that were engrossed 
in agriculture and using terms I just 
didn’t feel comfortable using,” remarks 
Webel. “I was asking Joe questions but 
didn’t feel like I had a grasp of what 
was really going on, and I didn’t feel 
like there was a voice like mine.”
 In response, Webel started the 
blog Confessions of a Farm Wife. “I 
realized there were other farm wives 
like me, that really have nothing to 
do with the farm, but because it’s 
our livelihood, we feel like we have a 

voice, even though we don’t have an 
on-the-farm job.”
 Th e blog utilizes a stream of con-
sciousness style of writing and Webel 
often responds to hot button issues 
about agriculture. She decided to get 
proactive and has found a voice in 
speaking to urban mothers and other 
non-agriculture related groups. Webel 
believes there is much that people 
don’t understand about agriculture 
and that’s where her voice can be 
heard, to help them get back to the 
land. Her blog, www.webelfamilyfarm.
blogspot.com, has become her way 
of “agvocating.” 
 As a family, the Webels believe in 
the three Fs of faith, family and farm-
ing. “You cannot, not, be a believer 
if you’re a farmer,” she explains. “You 
have to believe there is something big-
ger than you and have faith that every-
thing will be taken care of. Farming 
has so many risks that you just have to 
hold onto that faith.” 
 One of the biggest challenges the 
Webels, and all farm families, deal with 
is weather. In sub-zero temperatures 
or the heat of summer, they have to 
be out there each and every morning. 

“We’ve gone through drought, fl oods 
and the muck and mud. Sub-zero tem-
peratures are making us very nervous 
because we are coming into calving 
season,” Webel says. “Th ere’s only so 
much we can do. We want to do our 
best and the hard times can be really 
trying on your psyche.”
 Webel admits she had a misconcep-
tion about farm wives, thinking they 
stayed at home, made the lunch, took 
care of the kids and maybe helped out 
a little bit. Th rough her association 
with other wives, she has learned they 
come in all shapes, sizes and ages, are 
vocal about their place on the farm, 
and you can’t pick them out of a crowd.
 Webel has become passionate about 
ag-advocacy and is taking the chal-
lenge off ered up by fellow farm wife, 
Katie Pratt, the speaker at a recent 
Farm Bureau meeting, to be comfort-
able and confi dent in her message. 
“We are all farm wives, but we’re not 
all the same,” says Webel. “But, we are 
all grounded together in this crazy 
thing called agriculture. We need to 
be comfortable and confi dent in our 
place in farming.”

Confes sions of a farm wife
P
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Webel believes  
there is  much 

that people don’t 
understand about 
agriculture and 
that’s where her 

voice can be heard, 
to help them get 
back to the land. 
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W 
 hen Kelly Brokaw, hus-
band Mike and their sons 
returned to Illinois 14 

years ago, her father, Shelby Electric 
Cooperative Director Jim McCoy, 
asked her to join him in managing the 
rural Blue Mound family farm. 
 Brokaw, a graduate of the 
University of Wyoming, has a degree 
in home economics and grew up on 
the 750-acre grain farm, but was 
usually inside cooking and sewing 
and occasionally riding along as her 
mother, Joyce, drove the grain truck.
 Side-by-side with her father, 
Brokaw has been learning all aspects of 
grain farming. Brokaw says, “I was the 
brawn and Dad was the brains.” Th e 
two of them attend Illinois commodi-
ties conferences, marketing seminars 
and various other meetings which has 
helped increase Brokaw’s knowledge 
base. According to Brokaw, those 
conferences always open up farming 
conversations between them. Th ey also 
attend fi eld days to see the diff erent 
seed varieties and hear the research.
 She says many at the conferences 
are surprised to learn she farms right 
along with her father. Occasionally, 
she is the only woman in attendance 
but the number of women is increas-
ing, especially when the topics include 
marketing and management.
 Brokaw is the fi fth generation of 
her family’s 100-year old farm and 
they own the land, while some is 
crop-shared. As McCoy says, “If I 
don’t own it, then it’s in a trust of 
which I’m the trustee. Whatever mis-
takes we make, we live with.”
 According to Brokaw, they have 
made a lot of changes to the equip-
ment so that it’s not as labor intensive. 
Th ey now have a seed tender so that 
she doesn’t have to deal with lifting 
seed bags. Her father runs the tender 
while she hooks up the planter and 
fi lls it. Her skills of maintaining the 
equipment has developed quite a bit, 
according the McCoy, and it has got-
ten to the point where she recognizes 
what needs to be done and can do 
most of it. 

 Most of the strategic planning hap-
pens around the kitchen table with 
discussions of everything from tran-
sitioning to more modern equipment 
to modernizing and updating their 
computer system. Brokaw is small in 
stature so they planned and welded 
(yes, she welds) additional steps to 
help her more easily climb into equip-
ment. Th at table is where varieties of 
seeds are chosen and marketing deci-
sions are made.
 For Brokaw, the biggest challenge is 
not the manual labor, she can handle 
that. “Th e decision part is the hardest,” 
says Brokaw. “Th ere’s so much, such as 
timing on purchases, selling, keeping 

apprised of the market and current on 
computer system bookkeeping.”
 McCoy says, “Kelly will continue 
the legacy of our centennial farm. We 
are at the point now where we are 
going to have to redesign the organi-
zation of the whole thing. She is going 
to become a more responsible part of 
it and the time is coming for her to be 
moving into my place.”
 She is up for the challenge, she had 
a good mentor.

To learn more go to:

www.wwsoxfords.com
http://webelfamilyfarm.blogspot.com/ 
www.watchusgrow.org

I was  the brawn, and he was  the brains

Side-by-side with her 
father, Brokaw has  been 
learning all as pects of 

grain farming. Brokaw 
says, “I was  the brawn 

and Dad was  the brains.” 
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Safety & Health

Prepare for severe weather before it strikes

Safety from the storm

This winter has been horrible 
and I hope you and your  family 

remained warm and safe during the 
snow storms. We’re not through with 
winter yet, so review last month’s 
column for tips on surviving power 
outages.
 Soon we’ll be enjoying warm, sunny 
spring weather, but no matter how 
long good weather lasts, storm clouds 
will roll in sooner or later. Mother 
Nature can quickly bring thunder, 
lightning, high winds, tornadoes, hail 
and fl ooding right to your  doorstep. 
I don’t mean to “rain” on those 
thoughts of sunny spring weather you 
just had, but I do want you to take 
time now to protect yourself and your 
family by preparing for severe weather 
before it strikes.
 According to the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency’s 
(FEMA) safety website ready.gov, 
there were more than 450 fatalities 
and nearly 2,600 injuries in 2012 that 
were weather-related. Th ese num-
bers can be decreased if the proper 
 precautions are taken. March 2-9, 
2014 is National Severe Storm 
Preparedness Week.
 Making plans now just might save 
lives when fl oodwaters are rising or 
a tornado is bearing down on your 
home.
 Assemble necessary supplies for 
a potential outage. Your emergency 
preparedness kit should include 
items such as water, food, fl ashlight, 
 batteries, blankets and a fi rst aid kit. 
A full list of suggested items can be 
found at SafeElectricity.org.

Th e National Weather Service 
 recommends you:

• Know the county you are located 
in and nearby towns and cities. 
Warnings are issued by county and 
reference major cities.

Molly Hall, Executive 
Director of the Energy 
Education Council’s
Safe Electricity program.
E-mail molly-hall@
safeelectricity.org. Safe 
Electrici ty is a public 
awareness program of the 
Energy Education Council.
www.EnergyEdCouncil.org.

• Know the diff erence 
between a severe thunder-
storm watch and warning. 
A watch means there is the 
possibility of storms, and 
a  warning means a storm 
has been reported and 
you should take cover. 

• Check the forecast and 
the  hazardous weather 
outlook.

• Watch for signs of an 
approaching storm.

• Turn on a weather radio 
or an AM/FM radio for 
information if a storm is 
approaching.

• Stay inside if you know a storm is 
headed your way.

 Make sure to plan ahead so you 
do not get caught outside in a storm. 
Lightning can strike up to 10 miles 
from the area in which it is  raining, 
even if you do not see clouds. If you 
can hear thunder, you are within 
 striking distance. 
 If you are inside when a storm 
hits, stay inside. Keep away from 
windows and go to the lowest level 
of your home. If you do get caught 
outdoors during a storm, and are 
unable to take shelter in a building, 
try to take  shelter in an enclosed 
vehicle with a hard-top roof, not an 
open-frame vehicle like a  con vertible. 
Do not seek shelter under or stand 
near trees, canopies, small picnic or 
rain shelters, fences or poles. Avoid 
water, high ground and open spaces.
 If outside during a tornado and 
you cannot fi nd shelter, do not take 
cover in a vehicle or under a highway 
overpass. Find a ditch or ravine, lie 
fl at and clasp your hands behind 
your head to protect yourself from 
fl ying debris.
 Most severe storms do not last 

more than a half hour; however, just 
because a storm has passed does not 
mean danger is over. A variety of 
 hazards are left behind. 
 Never touch downed power lines 
or objects in contact with those 
lines. Just because power lines are 
 damaged does not mean that they 
are dead.
 Touching a downed line or any-
thing it has fallen on, like a fence or 
a tree limb, could get you injured or 
killed. Stay away, and instruct others 
to do the same. If you come across 
downed power lines, call 911 and 
your utility immediately.
 Take the time to prepare now 
before the storm, and pay attention
to weather alerts to keep your
family safe. Learn more at
SafeElectricity.org. 
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As I write this in late 
January, it is -11 

degrees without  factoring 
in the wind chill in 
Rockford, which is 
where I’m teaching, and 
 fortunately not where 
I’m living. Not that 
there is anything against 
Rockford and  northern 
Illinois. It’s just as the 
British would say, “It’s 
bloody cold” and most of 
Illinois has experienced 
the bone-chilling cold 
this year.
 Old-timers will tell you they 
grew up with this weather, and I can 
remember the cold days back in the 
’60s and ’70s. We survived with layers 
and layers and layers of clothing, and 
piles of blankets in the evening.
 Cold spells were normal, or seemed 
normal when looking at the old 
USDA Hardiness Zone maps. In 
the last 20 years, those maps have 
changed to refl ect milder winters.
 We know in many cases what the 
cold means: higher utility bills. From 
the plant world, it’s a little harder to 
predict.
 Some things are easy and make us 
heave a sigh of relief.
 First, wind chill means nothing for 
the plants, except for the potential of 
drying out evergreens, but that’s more 
of the wind blowing across the leaves 
or needles, and pulling out water 
droplets while the frozen roots can’t 
replace the moisture. 
 Th e leaves and needles will die, but 
new growth should emerge in spring 
to cover the damage. 
 So, even though the wind chill 
gets to the -30 to -50 range, it only 
aff ects heat generating entities such as 
 animals and cars.
 Next, most of our shade trees won’t 

David Robson is Extension 
Specialist, Pesticide Safety 
for the University of Illinois. 
drobson@illinois.edu

Yard & Garden

Polar vortex will impact some plants and insects

It’s bloody cold

be aff ected. Apples could care less. 
We need temperatures down in the 
-30 to -40 range for damage to start 
 occurring, and that only happens in 
the movies.
 Most of the perennials deep in the 
soil are faring just as well, though 
snow cover makes a better insulation 
from the biting cold than bare soil. 
And we’ve been blessed with little 
freezing and thawing and the sub-
sequent heaving of the soil which can 
damage roots.
 Some things are easy, but not so 
good to report.
 Many of the spring blooming 
shrubs and trees may have lost their 
fl ower buds. It wouldn’t surprise me 
if forsythias, lilacs and dogwood don’t 
bloom well this April. It’s not that 
the plants will die due to the cold; it’s 
just their fl ower buds are out there 
exposed and freeze out. Come spring, 
they may not bloom, or the fl owers 
may be puny and mis colored.
 All those southern plants such as 
southern magnolia, nandina, pieris, 
and crape myrtle that did so well the 
last 10 to 20 years may not look so 
good. It’s possible many will become 
compost fodder. Some may com-
pletely die; while others die back to 
the ground.

 Nothing is more 
vulnerable than apricot, 
peach and nectarine fruit 
buds. You could almost 
bet the farm these fruit 
crops will be greatly 
 diminished this year. 
Greatly. 
 On top of that, it’s 
possible the cold has 
penetrated the bark and 
killed the cambium of 
the tree, which means 
come spring, the tree 
will leaf out and then 

die. We’ve just been lucky the last 10 
years.
 When it comes to insects, the 
weather is a little less exact.
 Many insects won’t make it through 
severe cold, including some of the 
grubs that can’t move faster than the 
ground freezes. Th at includes Japanese 
beetle grubs.
 Insects above the ground have no 
protection, unless they’re hiding under 
the tree’s bark.
 Of course, the cold may not aff ect 
many insects or their eggs. It’s more of 
a wait and see. And of course, if some 
are killed, it won’t take long for the 
populations to build up. Maybe not 
this year, but possibly next.
 So, what can you do? Wait and see. 
Be prepared that plants may exhibit 
some interesting eff ects.
 And hope for warmer weather. 
Until July, that is, when we’ll wish for 
cold temperatures again. 
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While every father is special, some are just extraordinary in their 
willingness to help their families and others. If your dad or 

another man in your community is deserving of this honor, nominate 
him. Tell us in 500 words about that special dad, what he does and why 
he deserves to win the title. 
 Just go to our website at www.icl.coop to fi ll out an entry and 
email your essay to vcheatham@aiec.coop. Be sure to include the 
information from the form below. Or, complete the following form and 
send it along with your essay .

Rules: The contest is open to any father served by an Illinois electric cooperative. No 
purchase is necessary. The winner will be selected by  committee, and featured in the 
June or July edition of Illinois Country Living magazine. 

All nomination letters submitted will be  published on Illinois Country Living’s Web site 
at www.icl.coop.

2012 recipient Jack Graves

His Name

Address City State Zip

In which Illinois electric cooperative territory he resides

Organizations to which he belongs

Person nominating him

Relationship to the nominee

Your phone number with area code

Nominee’s phone number with area code (we would contact him only if he wins)

What will the Illinois 

Country Father of the Year win?
$100 gift  certifi cate 
and other prizes

DEADLINE TO SUBMIT:
Entries must be emailed or postmarked by April 1, 2014

Valerie Cheatham, Illinois Country Living • P.O. Box 3787, Springfi eld, IL 62708-3787 • vcheatham@aiec.coop
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Survivors by Faith

Who: St. John’s Lutheran Church Ash Grove

Cost: $12 includes shipping

Details: soft-backed, spiral bound

Pages of recipes: 184

Send checks to: Dale Schleef, Survivors by 
Faith, 1117 N. 1200 Road, Onarga, IL 60955-
7646 or call 815-867-6714

Kentucky Caviar

Kentucky Caviar (above)
 1 – 15 oz. can black-eyed peas, drained
 1 – 15 oz. can black beans, rinsed 
  and drained
 1 – 15 oz. can whole kernel corn, drained
 1/2 c. chopped onion

 1/2 c. chopped green pepper
 1 – 4 oz. can diced jalapeno peppers
 1 – 14.5 oz. can diced tomatoes, drained
 1 c. Italian dressing
 1/2 tsp. garlic salt

Mix all together and refrigerate overnight. Serve with tortilla chips.

Oven Baked Asparagus
 1 lb. fresh asparagus, trimmed
 2 T. butter

 1/2 tsp. salt
 Pepper to taste

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Place asparagus on large piece of heavy-duty aluminum foil. 
Dot with butter. Bring edges together and seal tightly; place on cookie sheet. Bake for 25-
30 minutes.

Chicken Mornay
 1 1/2 T. butter
 1 1/2 T. fl our
 ¾ c. half and half
 1/2 c. Swiss cheese, grated
 Salt and white pepper to taste
 4 boneless, skinless chicken breasts

 1/2 c. fl our
 2 T. olive oil
 4 strips bacon, cooked and diced
 1 med. tomato, diced
 1 T. parsley, chopped

In a small saucepan, melt butter. Whisk in 1 1/2 T. fl our. Whisk in half and half and heat 
until steaming. Whisk in cheese until melted. Simmer for 20 minutes, stirring often. Heat 
oil in a skillet. Dredge the chicken in the fl our. Add chicken to the pan and cook for 10-
12 minutes (turning once) or until fully cooked. Top chicken with sauce and garnish with 
bacon, tomatoes and parsley.

Blueberry Lemon Bread (below)
 1 1/2 c. all-purpose fl our
 1 tsp. baking powder
 1/4 tsp. salt
 6 T. butter, room temperature
 1 1/3 c. sugar, divided
 2 large eggs
 2 tsp. grated lemon peel
 1/2 c. milk
 1 1/2 c. fresh blueberries or frozen,    
  thawed and drained
 3 T. fresh lemon juice

Preheat oven to 325 degrees. Butter, fl our 
and sugar an 8 1/2 x 4 1/2 inch loaf pan; 
set aside. Whisk together the fl our, baking 
powder and salt in a small bowl; set aside. 
Using an electric mixer, cream the butter 
with 1 cup sugar in large bowl until mix-
ture is light and fl uff y. Add the eggs one 
at a time, beating well after each addition. 
Add the lemon peel. Slowly mix in the 
reserved fl our mixture alternately with the 
milk beginning and ending with the fl our 
mixture. Lightly coat blueberries with a 
small amount of fl our (a scant tablespoon) 
by tossing in a separate bowl. Gently fold 
blueberries into the batter. Spoon bat-
ter into the prepared loaf pan. Bake for 
about 1 hour 15 minutes or until golden 
brown and a wooden pick inserted into 
center, comes out clean. Meanwhile, bring 
remaining 1/3 cup sugar and the lemon 
juice to boil in small saucepan, stirring un-
til sugar dissolves. Keep hot for pouring. 
Pierce top of hot loaf several times with 
a long wooden pick without touching the 
bottom of the loaf. Slowly, pour the hot 
lemon mixture over the loaf in pan. Cool 
for 30 minutes in pan on wire rack. Turn 
bread out of pan and cool completely on 
rack. Makes 1 loaf or if using small pans, 
4 to 5 loaves.

Blueberry Lemon Bread
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Recipes prepared, tasted 
and photographed by 
Valerie Cheatham. For 
more recipes and photos 
go to www.icl.coop. 
Questions? Email 
recipes@aiec.coop.

200 Years of Home Cooking

Who: West Eden United Methodist Church

Cost: $15 includes shipping

Details: soft-back, comb bound

Pages of Recipes: 199

Send checks to: West Eden UMC, c/o James 
Anderson, 2740 West Eden Rd., Cypress, IL 
62923 or call 618-634-9508

Caramel Coconut Cream Pie (above)
 1/4 c. margarine
 7 oz. fl aked coconut
 1/2 c. chopped pecans
 8 oz. cream cheese, softened 

 1 can Eagle Brand milk
 1 – 12 oz. jar caramel topping
 2 – 9" baked deep-dish pie shells
 12 oz. Cool Whip

Melt margarine in a large skillet; add coconut and pecans. Cook, stirring constantly 
until golden brown. Set aside. Combine cream cheese and Eagle brand milk; beat until 
smooth, fold in Cool Whip. Layer 1/4 cream cheese mixture in each pie shell. Drizzle 
1/4 of caramel topping on each pie and spread with ¼ of coconut pecan mixture. Re-
peat layers; cover and freeze. Remove from freezer 5 minutes before serving.

Italian Sausage with Bow Ties
 1 - 16 oz. pkg. bow tie pasta
 1 lb. bulk Italian sausage
 1/2 c. onion, chopped
 1 1/2 tsp. minced garlic
 1/2 tsp. crushed red pepper fl akes

 2 – 14.5 oz. cans Italian stewed tomatoes
 1 1/2 c. heavy whipping cream
 1/2 tsp. salt
 1/4 tsp. dried basil
 Shredded Parmesan Cheese

Cook pasta according to package directions. Meanwhile, in a Dutch oven, cook the 
sausage, onion and pepper fl akes over medium heat for 4-5 minutes or until meat is 
no longer pink. Add garlic; cook 1 minute longer; drain. Drain and chop the tomatoes. 
Stir in the tomatoes, cream, salt and basil. Bring to a boil over medium heat. Reduce 
heat; simmer, uncovered for 6-8 minutes or until thickened, stirring occasionally. Drain 
pasta; toss with sausage mixture. Garnish with Parmesan.

Quesadilla Burger
 1 pkg. 10" fl our tortillas
 Shredded pepper jack cheese
 1 large tomato, diced
 Diced canned jalapenos
 4 hamburgers, cooked to desired 
  doneness

 1 pkg. Fiesta Ranch dressing mix
 2 T. butter, softened
 Shredded cheddar cheese
 1/4 c. diced red onion
 4 slices bacon, cooked
 16 oz. sour cream

Heat a large skillet over medium heat. Combine Fiesta Ranch mix with sour cream 
and set aside. For each burger, spread butter on one side of tortilla. Put tortilla in skil-
let, butter side down. Spread Fiesta Ranch mix on tortilla and sprinkle evenly with 
both cheeses leaving edges clean. Put some tomato, onion, bacon and jalapeno over the 
cheese; add the burger to one side of tortilla and fold over the shell. When the bottom 
side is browned, about 45-90 seconds, fl ip the quesadilla over and grill the other side.

Editor’s note: Most of the cookbooks we receive do 
not have the number of servings listed, however 
if you are looking for recipe nutrition information 
there are a number of websites that will do just 
that! One of my favorites is www.myfi tnesspal.
com/recipe/calculator. 

Pretzel Rolls
  Dough:
 6-7 1/2 c. all-purpose fl our
 1 tsp. salt
 3 T. canola oil
 2 tsp. active dry yeast
 2 ½ c. milk, slightly warmed
 1 c. water, slightly warmed
 Coarse sea salt for sprinkling
  Bath:
 7 c. water
 1 T. salt
 4 T. baking soda

In a small container, mix yeast with warm 
milk and let rest for 10 minutes. Whisk 5 
3/4 cups of fl our and 1 tsp. salt in a large 
bowl. Add canola oil and warm water 
to yeast mixture. Pour into bowl of fl our 
and salt. Knead in the bowl until dough 
is mostly smooth. Only add more fl our if 
dough cannot be easily handled – it will 
be somewhat stiff . Cover the bowl with 
a dish towel and put in a warm place to 
rise for one hour. Punch down dough 
and knead in bowl for one minute. Cut 
dough into 15 pieces. Form balls. Place on 
a well-greased surface. Let the balls rise 
for 15 minutes. While the dough balls are 
rising, preheat oven to 400 degrees and 
get the pretzel bath ready. In a large pot, 
bring water, salt and baking soda to a roll-
ing boil. Plunge three dough balls into the 
water and let them poach for 1 minute to-
tal. Using a slotted spoon, transfer them to 
a well-greased baking sheet. Repeat pro-
cess for rest of rolls. With a serrated knife, 
cut 2-3 lines across each roll and sprinkle 
with coarse sea salt. Bake for 20-25 min-
utes or until pretzels are a rich brown. 
Th ese are best if eaten the same day.

Caramel Coconut Cream Pie
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Does everybody care about 
his or her utility bill? Th e 

answer is “yes.” We all relate 
to our own comfort and utility 
bill. Well, that is understandable 
and the purpose of this column 
has always been to help you 
have a comfortable house and a 
 reasonable electric bill.
 However, we sometimes con-
fuse our electric bill with merely 
heating and cooling costs. Th is 
most often happens when the bill 
is received just after a hot  summer 
month or a cold winter one, like 
last month. When we have ques-
tions about the comfort of a house, it 
 usually involves the energy effi  ciency 
of the house and/or the heating and 
cooling system.
 But let me remind you that your 
electric bill includes more than just 
the costs associated with heating and 
cooling. It includes kilowatts used 
for lighting, and the winter season 
requires additional hours of lighting. 
It also includes usage from appliances 
and chargers for phones and iPads, 
as well as power for the many other 
electronic gadgets in the home today. 
It also includes the power used to heat 
your water.
 What most people do not know 
is just how many kilowatts are being 
used ineffi  ciently, and out of sight is 
out of mind.
 Consider this example. We received 
a call from a fellow who had built 
his house to our energy effi  ciency 
 standards, which included using 
geothermal for heating and cooling. 
He’s a successful businessman and is 
blessed to have been able to build a 
very nice home.

However, he was shocked at his 
high summer electric bills. Because 
his house was in our service area, we 
told him we would make a courtesy 

Energy Solutions

Lifestyle choices equal 30-50 percent of bills

Life is full of choices

inspection. Upon arrival, we drove 
through a secured access and up a long 
driveway to the top of the mountain 
where we saw a beautiful, large home. 
We parked next to a water fountain 
and noticed the outdoor landscaping 
lights were on during the day.
 Well, now you can see where 
this story is going, can’t you? Th e 
 building envelope of the house was 
 actually very energy effi  cient and the 
 geothermal system was per forming 
beautifully. We learned the fountain 
at the entry, and the waterfall at the 
backyard swimming pool, ran 24/7. 
Next to the pool was an outdoor 
kitchen where the refrigerator was 
 sitting in the sun near the big screen 
TV and the Casablanca type  ceiling 
fans. Th ere were extra freezers in 
the garage and several televisions. 
Our comprehensive audit revealed 
all of the energy effi  ciency items 
were  working just fi ne. However, 
the embellishments – the bells and 
whistles – were costing dearly to 
 operate and were ineffi  cient. Th ey 
were responsible for 50 percent of his 
total utility bill.
 A similar call came from a lady who 
also lived in a new house built to our 
energy effi  ciency recom mendations. 
Her summer electric bills were also 
higher than expected. After a long 
discussion, we concluded that her bills 
would be about as originally predicted 

if she would [1] disconnect the 
cir culating hot water system that 
was adding heat to the house 
in the  summer and causing the 
water heater to run  continuously, 
and [2] unplug the two old 
 freezers in the garage.
 We often tell folks that 
 heating, cooling and water 
 heating together account for 
about 70 percent of the energy 
usage on the average house. And, 

we can give good advice on how to 
help control that cost. But much of the 
other 30 percent may involve lifestyle 
choices the homeowner has made, and 
those vary from house to house. Th at 
is the reason why we suggested in the 
last two columns that you request an 
energy audit on your house.
 Th e basic formula for estimating 
an appliance’s electric use is (wattage 
× hours used per day) ÷ 1000 = daily 
kilowatt-hour (kWh) consumption. 
For example: Personal computer and 
monitor: [(120 watts + 150 watts) × 
4 hours/day × 365 days/year] ÷ 1000 = 
394 kWh × 11 cents/kWh = $43.34/
year. You can usually fi nd the wattage 
of most appliances stamped on the 
bottom or back of the appliance, or on 
its nameplate.
 I just want to give you one example 
to think about. Consider  getting rid 
of that old refrigerator in the garage, 
which is probably using 1,200 kWh a 
year. Th at’s about one month’s electric 
use for many homeowners. Cart it off  
and you get a free month! 

Doug Rye can be heard 
on several dif ferent 
Illinois radio stations. You 
can go to Doug Rye’s Web 
site at www.dougrye.com, 
e-mail him at
info@philliprye.com, or 
call 501-653-7931.
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•  RESURFACE YOUR DRIVEWAY 
without  bringing in new material.

•  MINING GRADE CARBIDE-
TIPPED TEETH shave down 
bumps, washboard and other 
high spots. 

•  REAR LEVELING BLADE with 
patented geometry, fi lls in 
potholes, ruts, and wash-
outs with loosened material.

•  POWERED ACTUATOR 
raises and lowers the 
scarifying teeth to suit the 
conditions at hand. 

The DR® POWER GRADER tows behind 
your ATV or lawn tractor.

Turn a rough driveway 
into a SMOOTH RIDE. 

Finally an easy way 
to do it yourself.

REMOTE 
CONTROL
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* FOR DETAILS PLEASE CALL OR VISIT ONLINE. LIMITED TIME OFFER.

OPTIONAL DRAG SCREEN

DRstumpgrinder.com

  

 STUMP REMOVAL 
FAST & EASY!
 ELIMINATE Landscape 
Eyesores with a 
DR® STUMP GRINDER!
• EXPAND lawn areas.
•  OPEN UP fi elds and meadows.
• BLAZE new trails.
•  REMOVE mowing hazards.

The DR® STUMP GRINDER 
uses carbide-tipped cutting 
teeth that take over 360 
“bites” per second, 
pulverizing stumps into a 
pile of woodchips. Quickly 
and easily, you can grind 
any size tree stump below 
ground level. Gone forever!

©2014 Morton Buildings, Inc. A listing of GC licenses available at mortonbuildings.com/licenses. Reference Code 607

For over 110 years, Morton Buildings has provided dependable products and exceptional
service.  At Morton, we oversee every aspect of your project to ensure it results in a 
quality building that you can be proud to own. From garages and horse barns to machine
storage and farm shops, Morton Buildings takes your
project from concept through completion and stands
behind it with the strongest, non-prorated warranty in
the industry.

Quality for Generations
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800-447-7436 • mortonbuildings.com

Our
59th
year

Proven AQUACIDE PELLETS
Marble size pellets. Works at any depth.

KillLakeWeeds.com/387

Before          After

FREE SHIPPING! Certified and
approved for use by state agencies.

State permit may be required.
Registered with the Federal E. P. A.

10 lb. bag
treats up to
4,000 sq.ft.
$85.00. 

50 lb. bag
treats up to
20,000 sq.ft.
$334.00. 

AQUACIDE CO.AQUACIDE CO.
PO Box 10748, DEPT 387

White Bear Lake, MN  55110-0748

KILL
LAKE

WEEDS

800-328-9350

Order online today, or request free information.
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Effi cient outdoor lighting 
Light outdoor spaces to entertain and secure your home without wasting energy

A motion-sensing two-bulb fl oodlight 

mounted over a garage door. It stays on 

for only 60 seconds after no motion is 

detected.  Source: James Dulley 

Th is is a 

cutaway view 

of an LED 

fl oodlight. Four 

white LED’s are 

clustered to focus light on a 

relatively small outdoor area.  

Source: Hadco

Th is effi  cient outdoor security light is 

mounted against a wall. It is designed to 

focus all the light downward on a side-

walk or patio.  Source: Kim Lighting 

A tall die cast metal landscaping light 

brightens a large area to double as a 

 security light. Th e large diameter top 

 limits light pollution of the night sky.

Source: Hadco

Dear Jim: I need to add outdoor lighting for security at my home. I’d also like 
to use the lights for entertaining. How can I brighten outdoor spaces without 
 driving up my electric bills? - Paul H.

Dear Paul: Outdoor lighting can be eff ective for security, but drives up utility 
bills if done improperly. Security lights are not always best for entertaining, and 
vice versa. 
 Make your security and entertaining lighting plans  independently, then check 
to see where they overlap. Security lighting is usually on all night; entertainment 
lighting is not. Choosing the proper security lighting has a greater impact on 
your utility bills.
 Before you consider adding outdoor security lighting, make other low-cost 
security improvements to your home. Make sure window latches lock securely, 
install bump-resistant door deadbolts and consider an alarm system.
 Once you feel the perimeter of your home is relatively secure, plan your 
 lighting. Do an outdoor walk-around inspection of your house at night to see 
where additional lighting might help. Sometimes there is enough  brightness 
from a neighbor’s home to illuminate otherwise dark,  suspect areas.
 Prioritize lighting need areas. Installing just two 150-watt security lights and 
keeping them on all night can increase your electric bill by more than $100 per 
year.
 Keep in mind, the wattage of a light bulb does not determine how much light 
it produces. Wattage refers to how much electricity a bulb uses. Instead, look for 
light  output—measured in lumens—on bulb packaging. 
 Compact fl uorescent lamps (CFLs) and light emitting diodes (LEDs) produce 
more lumens per watt of electricity compared to standard incandescent bulbs. 
For example, an L22 array LED fi xture uses less than 25 watts to produce the 
same light output (about 1,800 lumens) as a 100-watt incandescent bulb.
 When planning outdoor lighting, make an eff ort to minimize nighttime 
light pollution. Bright lights create a problem for wildlife and can be annoying 
to neighbors. If you install fl oodlighting, mount a directional light shield over 
it. I can barely see the stars on a clear night due to the excessive lighting in my 
subdivision.
 It is a misconception that brighter lights provide more security. Lower  lighting 
levels are more eff ective because it’s diffi  cult for the human eye to quickly adjust 
from a very bright area to darker area. If lighting is less bright, it’s  easier 
to see movement in darker areas where someone might be hiding.
 Motion-sensor lights are some of the most effi  cient and 
eff ective for security. When the light comes on, a 
would-be thief assumes he has been seen. Th ey 
also catch neighbors’ attention. Select one with 
two-level lighting. You can switch it on for low-
level background lighting; it only switches to full 
brightness when motion is detected.
 Wherever there is access to the full sun, con-
sider solar-powered motion-sensing fl oodlights. 
Spend extra for an ample battery pack (measured 
in watt-hours). Th ese lights continue to operate 
even after a few consecutive cloudy days with 
little recharging sunlight.
 If you plan to install low-cost standard 
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View of an effi  cient and well-lighted house for security and entertaining  Source: Hadco

Th e incandescent bulb in this existing 

outdoor light fi xture has been replaced 

with an effi  cient compact fl uorescent bulb. 

Source: James Dulley 

When installing outdoor security/

entertainment lighting, always follow local 

electric codes. Th is installation uses rigid 

aluminum conduit.  Source: James Dulley 

120-volt outdoor lighting fi xtures, try using CFLs. Th ese 
only use one-quarter as much electricity as standard 
incandescent bulbs and last at least 10 times longer. Th e 
overall savings will pay back their higher cost many times 
over. CFLs do not always work well in cold outdoor 
 temperatures, and take a little while to reach full  brightness. 
Try one or two fi rst, and read the  packaging to see if the 
bulb is intended for outdoor use.
 LEDs, another super-effi  cient 
 lighting option, are not aff ected by 
the cold. With a bright white light 
 output, LEDs last up to 50,000 hours. 
Th eir light output is  directional, so 
they are best for  lighting specifi c tar-
geted areas.
 To light a larger area for an entire 
night, LPS (low-pressure sodium) 
fi xtures are effi  cient. Th e fi xtures are 
fairly expensive and they start up 
very slowly to reach full  brightness. 
Th e light  quality is monochromatic 
(yellowish) so they would only be 
 applicable for security and not for 
entertainment lighting.
 Th e following companies
off er  effi  cient outdoor  lighting:
Energy Focus, (888) 704-2276,
www.energyfocusinc.com; Hadco, 

(800) 331-4185, www.hadcolighting.com; Idaho Wood, 
(800) 635-1100, www.idahowood.com; Kim Lighting, 
(626) 968-5666, www.kimlighting.com; and Wave 
Lighting, (877) 870-9283, www.wavelightingusa.com.
 Send inquiries to James Dulley, Illinois Country Living,
 6906 Royalgreen Dr., Cincinnati, OH 45244 or visit
www.dulley.com.
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Ed VanHoose is the 
Digital Communications 
Administrator/IT Manager 
for the Association 
of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives in Springfi eld.

evanhoose@aiec.coop

Reply OnlineReply Online

What have some of you done? Visit What have some of you done? Visit 
www.icl.coop and click on Powered Up www.icl.coop and click on Powered Up 
to let others know. If we get enough, I’ll to let others know. If we get enough, I’ll 
even include them in a future column.even include them in a future column.

Windows 8 tips
Last month I promised to include 

some Windows 8 tips in this 
month’s column. But fi rst, let’s talk 
about a question I received from a 
reader concerning my advice on which 
operating system to buy. Basically, it 
boils down to some confusion over 
Windows 8 versus Windows 8.1. 
Specifi cally, the question was which 
one of those two operating systems 
would best serve a home user. In case 
you didn’t read my response online, I 
want to clear up the confusion here.
 Put shortly, Windows 8 and 
Windows 8.1 are the same operat-
ing system. 
 Th ink of it as an update. In fact, 
Microsoft, and the other software 
companies, all routinely update their 
operating systems. It’s only when there 
is a signifi cant change in the structure 
or operations of the software, that 
a company will release a new ver-
sion, with a new name. In the case of 
Microsoft, you can see this happen 
periodically throughout the develop-
ment of Windows; e.g. Windows 3.1, 
95, 98, ME, XP, Vista, 7, and then 8. 
All of those operating systems also 
have updates released that added to 
their base system, but didn’t modify 
it greatly enough to be called a new 
operating system.
 I apologize for the confusion in my 
earlier column. I should have been 
clearer on that point. Hopefully, now 
everyone is on the same page. So 
when I say Windows 8, I am actually 
referring to the operating system and 
not any particular version. Of course, 
I would defi nitely recommend you 
upgrade your system to the newest 
version. You can do that online for 
free. Just visit http://windows.micro-
soft.com/en-us/windows-8/update-
from-windows-8-tutorial and follow 
the instructions on the screen.
 Like always, when performing a 
major software install or upgrade, be 
sure to back up all your personal fi les 
fi rst! I believe that may even be one of 
the steps. Don’t skip it!

 Ok, now that’s 
settled, let’s talk 
about a few tips to 
make Windows 8 
a little friendlier. 
 Th e fi rst thing 
I’m going to rec-
ommend is the 
Start8 add-on. 
(http://www.
stardock.com/
products/start8/) 
Th is software helps 
those who are 
used to Windows 
7 menus make 
the transition 
to Windows 8. 
Basically, it adds the Start menu back 
in the lower left corner. Of course, 
you may decide you don’t need it and 
can get along just fi ne by using the 
Windows 8 charms bar. But, many 
people fi nd it diffi  cult to make the 
transition, especially if you are using 
a traditional computer. For those who 
are on touch screens, you may fi nd you 
actually prefer to not use the desktop 
view, instead staying in the Windows 
8 start screen.
 Th at brings me to the next point. 
Did you know you have three unique 
views within Windows 8? You can use 
your computer in Desktop mode, Start 
Screen mode, or Apps view. For those 
most comfortable with the traditional 
way of using Windows, the Desktop 
mode is probably going to be what 
you want. I have heard many people 
say they prefer the Apps view though. 
I can tell you, I defi nitely prefer the 
Start Screen mode when using a touch 
screen device. 
 So, all three views have good uses. I 
recommend you try them all. 
 Th at brings me to my last point for 
this month. If you have done the 8.1 
update, you can choose which view 
you would like to see when booting 
the computer. If you haven’t made any 
changes, when you boot up you will 
see the Start Screen. It’s the one that 

looks like a bunch of tiles. You should 
see a tile entitled “Desktop.” Click 
or touch that one, and you will be in 
Desktop mode. 
 From here, you can right-click 
on the taskbar (at the bottom of 
the screen) and choose Properties 
-> Navigation. You should now see 
another Window appear that allows 
you to check a box for whichever view 
you prefer as your default view when 
starting your computer. 
 I haven’t even begun to scratch the 
surface of what Windows 8 can do, 
but hopefully these small tips will get 
you started. As always, if you have spe-
cifi c questions or comments, visit us 
online and leave a note. 
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 Market Place

Central/ Southern Illinois 
Properties Wanted: Hobby Horse 
or Mini Farms, Land, Trailer Parks, 
Victorian & Country Homes, Estates, 
Log or Lake Houses. We have the #1 
Premier Marketing Program designed 
specifi cally for these  properties! More 
buyers see our specialty ads! 600% 
more visit our listings! Buyers 
easily fi nd and prefer to use our
#1  dedicated country website
www.FarmAndLakeHouses.com. 
Our listings are direct marketed to 
over 45,000 people alone through our 
Real Estate Booths at Ag, Sport, Boat 
& Outdoor Shows in Chicagoland, 
Joliet, Tinley Park, Springfi eld, 
Bloomington, Gordyville, Peoria & 
Yorkville. 20 years of  experience- 
 selling full time, 364 days a year! 
Call Farm and Lake Houses Real 
Estate & Broker Jerry Grodesky 
(217) 386-4220

Farm Windmills. Traditional, 
old fashioned, water-pumping. 
All sizes rebuilt mills available. 
Specialize in large mills for pond 
fi lling and pond aeration. Statewide 
service & installations. USA 
parts. Paulswindmillservice.com. 
217-897-6699. 

Do Medicare Supplement  insurance 
premiums have you stressed? 
Compare these rates for most Illinois 
Zip Codes. Plan F - NT Age 65 
- Female $106.90 – Male $122.87 
Age 80 - F $163.60 - M $188.26. 
Call John Dryden 618-783-4600.

Cabins in Shawnee Forest of 
Southern Illinois. Five cabins of all 
sizes with all amenities. Near Garden 
of the Gods, Rim Rock Hiking 
area, Pounds Hollow Lake, Cave in 
Rock State Park and much more. Pet 
friendly. Excellent reviews. Check 
www.rimrocksdogwoodcabins for 
availability. 618-264-6036

Wanted to buy: Fabric (quilting) and 
yarn (full skeins). A little or a lot - 
Call Barb at 618-783-2725.

Buying or selling farm or hunting 
property? Please call Kerry
Lusher, Land Specialist-
Broker, 309-339-6716.
KLusher@mossyoakproperties.com. 
Auctions & Brokerage. Mossyoak 
Properties Agrirecland.

First Street Restaurant Equipment 
used slicers, tenderizers,  grinders, 
meatsaws, ss sinks, tables. New 
and used cooking equipment, 
 pottery wheels and kilns. 2615 So. 
First, Springfi eld, 217-522-3934, 
217-971-8592.

It’s planting time. We have white 
pine and Norway Spruce to plant as 
wind break or privacy screen. Call 
John at TurfGreen Landscaping. Th e 
more trees we plant the better for 
our environment. 217-793-1114 or 
217-306-0248.

For sale: Custom built 3 bedroom all-
brick home on beautiful 18-hole golf 
course in Paris Ill. For details phone 
217-466-9495.

Lake Weed & Algae Control. Turn 
ponds into swimming pools, all 
 natural, proven and guaranteed. Th e 
Pond King. 309-826-8444.

Wanted to buy: Standing timber. All 
species. Pay top price. Clear or select 
cut. Call 815-434-4141.

Stay and Play in Southern Illinois’ 
Hardin County. Shawnee Forest, Ohio 
River, Garden of the Gods, Cave-
in-Rock. www.hardincountyil.org. 
Illinois Mile After Magnifi cent Mile. 
618-287-4333.

Vacation in historic restored
log  cabins in beautiful Nauvoo,
Illinois. Visit our website
www.nauvoologcabins.com. Call for 
more information: 217-453-9000.

Authorized Rainbow distributor. 
Repairs, supplies and service. Living 
air purifi ers. L&L Distributing, 116 S. 
VanBuren St., Newton, IL 62448. 
618-783-3755.

Used rental work clothes - pants 
$4.99, shirts $3.99, Jackets $10.95. 
Call 1-800-233-1853 or order online 
www.usedworkclothing.com.

How to place an ad:

1) Type or print ad neatly.

2) Count words. Cost is $30 for up to the fi rst 20 words. $1.50 each additional 
word. Ads with insuffi  cient funds will not be printed.

3) Prepayment is required. Include check or money order with ad for amount 
due. Also  include address label from Illinois Country Living or other proof 
of Illinois electric cooperative membership. Only members of Illinois electric 
cooperatives may place Marketplace ads.

4) Mail to: Illinois Marketplace, P.O. Box 3787, Springfi eld, IL 62708, by  deadline.

Deadlines: May issue – March 20;
June issue – April 21.

We reserve the right to reject any advertisement. Ads postmarked after the deadline will be placed in the 
next available issue. 

CasCade 5000
Floating POND FOUNTAIN!

Aerator
Now Available Factory Direct!

 MSRP ($1100) You Pay $698.95!

FAST UPS shipping right to your door!
www.fishpondaerator.com

Call 7days/week! 
(608) 254-2735

Complete with light & timer, 
100 ft power cord, 1yr warranty!

Pre-Assembled 
- Installs in Minutes!  ecnagelE

 devorpmI &

ytili
auQ retaW

$3,650only

DIMENSION BUILDINGS
Best Buildings at the Best Price
For a Complete 30x50

Deluxe Pole Barn Package
CALL (618) 997-9568

www.dimensionbldgs.com
All Sizes Available        Marion, IL
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Open pollinated seed corn. 
Outproduces hybrids for silage. 
Leafy, sweet stalks for grazing. 
Highly  nutritious grain. $65/Bu. 
217-857-3377.

Wanted to buy: Standing timber, 
most species. Pay top prices. Call 
217-285-2760.

Earn $2,000 or more a month 
 working from home. Find out how 
you can change your life. Call Now! 
866-274-0657.

Midwest Bird and Animal Swap 
& Sale, March 30 & April 27 
at Monroe County Fairgrounds, 
Waterloo, IL from 5:30 to Noon. 
618-939-6809.

Like new fi berglass truck cap. ( Jason 
brand) for 8' bed. Price $400.00. 
Contact: Jerry at 217-416-6533.

ATV repair, snow plow sale, tires, 
 batteries, fi lters, winches, complete 
repair, free advice. Charlie’s Cycle 
Supply. West Jersey, IL 309-995-3319.

Wanted to buy: Standing timber. All 
species, except pine. Southern Illinois 
Area. 618-893-4223.

Insulation. 4x8 sheets, foil-backed 
foam. Also rolls of foil-bubble pak-
insulation. All factory seconds.
www.nichols5.com.Contact Ken 
Nichols, 800-424-1256.

Want to buy 20-30 healthy white 
pine trees 5' to 6'. Delivered to 
Columbia, IL 618-530-3067.

Go to our 
website for past 
issues of Illinois 
Country Living

www.icl.coop

tell 416,300 people
 you’re open for business.

Call 217-241-7953 today to place
your ad in Illinois Country Living!

Cooperative Design & Print has faithfully served 
 cooperatives and other businesses for more than 40 
years as part of the Association of Illinois Electric 
 Cooperatives.

We’re proud to continue in that tradition,  providing for 
your business needs from concept to delivery!

For more information or
to request a bid, please contact:

Connie Newenham, Manager
217-241-7943

cnewenham@aiec.coop
Chris Reynolds, Coordinator

 of  Web Services/Graphic Designer
217-241-7948

creynolds@aiec.coop

www.coopdesignandprint.com

From Concept
         to Delivery!

09

June 12-19, 2009 

6/2/2009 

Our team of editors and graphic designers can help bring your ideas to life.

Web sites Signage Newsletters Stationery Annual Reports Brochures

We deliver on our promises, and also your materials – even to the post 
offi  ce, if you like. Yes, we can prepare, print and deliver your mailing for 
you!

Our pressmen and silkscreener take pride in ensuring that you’ll be 
pleased with your fi nished product.



 

30 x 50 x 10 Galvalume

 

$8,400.00
 

Price includes material, delivery,
construction, factory trusses, screws.

 

Price is subject to change without notice.
 

Open M – F • 8 to 5

(866) 456.0959
 

Call 

Toll F
ree

    
 MID-AMERICA
 

Pole Barn Co.

 

Other
Sizes Available

GROW 

CREATE A MOREL GARDEN IN 
YOUR OWN BACK YARD
SPAWN GUARANTEED TO 

PRODUCE
We provide the spawn and easy 

to use instructions for preparing a 
perenial Morel Habitat.  You just 
sow the seed, maintain the Morel 
Habitat, and pick & enjoy fresh 

Morel Mushrooms.                              

GOURMET MUSHROOMS
P. O. BOX 515 NC4 * GRATON, CA 95444 

  www.gmushrooms.org

MOREL MUSHROOMS

$32.95 + $7.95 S/H
ORDER (800) 789-9121

SANGAMON
RADIANT
uponor aqua pex tubing products 
for agricultural, commercial shop 
floors and homes

(217)971-8592 • FAX (217)483-7973 • Evening (217)483-3223
John D. McMillan – Owner

uponor

WARM FRIENDLY 
FLOORS

Call toll-free 888-749-0799 
For FREE color brochure or to place an order

ADVANCED TREE TECHNOLOGY
12818 Edgerton Rd. New Haven, IN 46774 • www.advancedtree.com

Fast-growing Trees
for windbreak, screen & shade



28 • Illinois Country Living • www.icl.coop 

Future rate shock
An all-but-one energy policy means higher costs

1.

3. 4.

2.

ABOUT THE EPA’S NEW CLIMATE REGULATIONS

ABANDONS ALL-OF-THE ABOVE
The Administration is reversing course: 
ditching our All-of-the-Above energy 
strategy for an All-But-One approach 
that bans new coal plants.

TECHNOLOGY GAMBLE
New regulations essentially require 
technology that’s not commercially 
viable and prohibitively expensive—
leading to higher bills down the line.

LIMITS ACCESS TO AFFORDABLE, 
DOMESTIC ENERGY
By banning new coal plants, Americans 
forfeit a 236-year domestic source of 
energy with a historically stable price.

HISTORY REPEATS:
ALL-BUT-ONE DOESN’T WORK
A 1978 mandate prevented use of natural 
gas & forced utilities into coal or nuclear—
before common sense prevailed and it 
was repealed 9 years later.

4TOP FACTS

energy with a historically stable price.y before common sense prevailed and it 
waswas rerepeapealedled 99 yeayearsrs latlaterer..

ACTION.COOP

In his State of the Union speech President Obama 
said his “all-of-the-above energy strategy” has moved 

America closer to energy independence, but co-op  leaders 
noticed he didn’t mention coal. And although coal is 
America’s most abundant and aff ordable energy resource, 
the EPA’s proposed regulation will virtually eliminate new 
coal-fi red plants changing the policy to an all-but-one 
energy strategy.
 Commenting on the President’s speech, Jo Ann 
Emerson, CEO of the National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association (NRECA) said, “Electric cooperatives advocate 
for a federal energy policy of reliable and aff ordable power 
while protecting health and the environment. Th e President 
off ered a vision that he hopes will expand opportunity for 
all Americans. However, his Administration’s regulations 
could directly undermine this goal, especially for those 
 living on a fi xed income or at lower levels of earnings.”
 Th e Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) green-
house gas regulations hit hardest on Americans who can 
least aff ord to pay bigger bills.
 Th e “Energy Cost Impacts on American Families, 2001-
2013” report found: “Lower-income families are more 
vulnerable to energy costs than higher-income families 
because energy represents a larger portion of their house-
hold budgets. U.S. families with gross annual incomes of 
less than $30,000 spend 27 percent of their budget on 
energy costs. Th ose with incomes above $50,000 have 
energy budgets of 5 percent of their income.
 Emerson said, “Co-ops work diligently to provide 
aff ordable power in a way that best meets the needs of 
the local members who own their cooperative, including 
renewable resources, energy effi  ciency options and other 
tools demanded by today’s consumers. Sometimes folks 
in Washington get lost in the policy at the expense of the 
people.”

EPA ignores realistic cost estimate for coal regulations
 According to an article in the Washington Examiner, 
EPA offi  cials ignored requests from the Offi  ce of 
Management and Budget (OMB) to include a more 
 realistic cost range for implementing regulations for new 
coal plants. Th e article was based on emails released by 
regulations.gov.
 OMB raised multiple questions regarding the 
implemen tation of the regulations, including the cost and 
feasibility of the technology called carbon capture and 
sequestration (CCS), that would help coal-fi red generators 
meet the new regulations.
 “EPA’s assertion of the technical feasibility of carbon 
capture relies heavily on literature reviews, pilot projects 
and commercial facilities yet to operate,” the OMB wrote. 

“We believe this cannot form the basis of a fi nding that 
CCS on commercial scale power plants is adequately 
demonstrated.”
 Th e emails also show EPA ignored requests for more 
realistic cost ranges for coal regulations. Th e OMB 
suggested the EPA include the full range of costs for 
 implementing the technology instead of the low range, 
as the draft rule included. Th e OMB comments also sug-
gested the EPA recognize the uncertainty of the cost 
estimates developed by the National Energy Technology 
Laboratory (NETL) , because the CCS technology was not 
demonstrable yet.
 Th e OMB wrote, “Despite NETL’s best eff orts to 
accurately estimate costs, it is widely accepted among cost 
estimation professionals that projections of [nth-of-a-kind] 
costs for technologies that are still under development are 
typically lower than the actual costs that are eventually 
realized.”

You can send a message
 The EPA is required to take public comments on 
 proposed regulations. You can tell the regulators we 
need a truly all-of-the-above energy policy that’s 
affordable by going to www.action.coop.



Yeah, a  few minutes . Tha t ’s  a l l  the  t ime i t  takes  me to  change my 

home’s  a i r  f i l te r  ever y  month  and save  $82 a  year. Not  bad for  a 

few minutes  o f  work , huh? Wha t  can you do? Find  out  how the  l i t t le 

changes add up a t  TogetherWeSave.com. 

TOGETHERWESAVE.COM

BY SPENDING A
FEW MINUTES, I’M
SAVING A LOT.
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 5 International Lincoln 
Presidential Half Marathon, 
212 N. 6th St., Springfi eld. 
One of the Midwest’s premier 
half marathons, you can immerse 
yourself in Lincoln history and 
enjoy a scenic run past the only 
home he ever owned, his law of-
fi ce, the Old State Capitol and 
his fi nal resting place in Oak 
Ridge Cemetery. For registration 
information call 217-558-8844 
or go to www.runabe.srrc.net.

 5 Blessing of the Bikes, 
Harley Davidson Barn, 
1315 Althoff  Ave., Effi  ngham. 
Riders will meet at the Harley 
Barn at 8 a.m. From there they 
will travel through Effi  ngham 
and make their way to the 
Cross to have their bikes blessed. 
www.legacyhd.com or 
217-342-3494.

 6 Galena-Jo Daviess County 
Historical Society Annual 
Meeting, Ramada Inn, Galena. 
A hearty buff et brunch, living 
history presentation by storyteller 
Brian “Fox” Ellis and brief annual 
meeting and print raffl  e. Brunch 
and presentation  $30, presenta-
tion only $5. Call by April 1 to 
make reservations: 815-777-9129.

 11 Springfi eld Area Home Build-
ers Association Trivia Night, 
KC Hall, 2200 S. Meadowbrook, 
Springfi eld. Join us for a fun 
night of trivia, 50/50 raffl  es and 
cash prizes. Admission is $10 per 
person. www.BuilderEvents.com 
or 217-698-4941.

 12 Antique Tractor Show, 
Main Street, Golconda. Tractors 
from several surrounding states 
line Main Street. Tractor driving 
contests, trophies, food. 
www.mainstreetgolconda.org 
or 618-683-5637.

12 River to River Relay, from the 
Mississippi River to the Ohio 
River. Daylight to dusk, a road 
race for teams of 8 runners, each 
runs 3 legs of approximately 3 
miles for a total distance of 80 
miles. www.river2river.net

 18-19 11th Annual Spores N More 
Mushroom Festival, in Findlay 
and Sullivan. Come enjoy the 
thrill of the hunt for the elu-
sive morel mushroom or come 
and bid at the auction. Friday 
night kicks off  the event with a 
welcome dinner, reception and 
speaker in Findlay. Saturday 
morning, join the hunt for a fee. 
If you like morels but not the 
hunt, come to the auction and 
bid for your winning batch. Th e 
hunt and auction will be based 
out of Sullivan’s Wyman Park. 
For more information www.
lakeshelbyville/events/sporesn-
more.htm or 217-774-2244.

19 Kites Over Sycamore, South 
End of Airport Road, Sycamore. 
Come join us for some high fl y-
ing fun. Create and decorate your 
own kites, plant a pumpkin, blow 
bubbles, enjoy cotton candy and 
popcorn, and of course fl y a kite! 
Th is event is free to attend and 
fun for all ages. www.discover-
sycamore.com or 815-895-3456.

20 Easter Sunrise Service, Bald 
Knob Mountain, Alto Pass. Sun-
rise service held at the 111-foot 
Bald Knob Cross, music and re-
freshments. www.baldknobcross.
com or 618-893-2344.

23-28 16th Annual Ebertfest, historic 
Virginia Th eatre, 203 W. Park 
Ave., Champaign. Created by 
Roger Ebert, a native to Cham-
paign-Urbana, this popular fi lm 
festival celebrates those “over-
looked” fi lms like the ones Ebert 
championed throughout his 
career. Th e festival is fi ve days and 
features more than a dozen fi lms. 
Patrons can purchase tickets for 
individual showings beginning 
April 1. www.ebertfest.com or 
217-356-9063.

25-27 Th e 2014 Gathering at Mack-
town Remembrance, 2221 Free-
port Rd., Rockton. Th is historic 
re-enactment brings once more 
to life the days of the early Illinois 
frontier. Talk with voyageurs, trap-
pers, Native Americans, militiamen, 
settlers and craftsmen who have 
gathered to trade news and goods. 
Demonstrations of black powder 
shooting, tomahawk throwing, 
early crafts and life ways. Period 
foods and crafts available for pur-
chase. Admission: $7, students $5. 
www.macktownlivinghistory.com 
or 815-624-4200.

To be considered for inclusion, please submit events in the format used above. Preference is given to events sponsored by non-profi t 
entities. Submitting an event is not a guarantee of publication. Photos are welcome, but will not be returned unless a self-addressed 
and stamped envelope is provided. Events are subject to change, so please contact the event sponsor for confi rmation.

Deadline: March 1 for May events. Mail to: Illinois Datebook, PO Box 3787, Springfi eld, IL 62708. E-mail to: datebook@aiec.coop.

Visit our website, www.icl.coop

Date Book Date Book • April 2014April 2014



Auburn, IL
Lonnie L Winn 
 Heating & Cooling
217-438-1235
Carbondale, IL
Jacobs Air  Conditioning 
& Heating, Inc.
618-529-2989

Champaign, IL
Lanz Heating & Cooling
217-202-6858
Divernon, IL
Weidner Refrigeration
217-628-3400

Dubuque, IA
All Season’s Heating & 
Cooling, Inc.
563-582-2584
Marion, IL
Ponder Service, Inc.
618-997-8900

Pekin, IL
Central Heating & A/C
309-346-6100
Taylorville, IL
Yard Heating & Cooling
217-824-4737

Stay comfortable all year round while saving 
50% to 80% on heating and cooling costs. Using 
the constant temperature of the earth, with a 
ClimateMaster geothermal heating and cooling 
system you can eliminate your need for propane.

Find out how much you can save. Call now.

The smart way to a more comfortable home.

Visit us at: climatemaster.com

Switch from propane to 
geothermal and you will save 

money by the truckload.

Tonica, IL
Town & Country 
 Services Plumbing - 
Heating - Electric
815-442-3415
Villa Grove, IL
R C Plumbing & 
 Heating
217-832-9744



QUINAULT EVERBEARING
STRAWBERRY

Extra Large! 
Delicious as they are big! 
A firm, deep red berry, 

they make fancy des-
serts. Excellent for 
preserves, freezing 
and eating fresh, 
too. When plant-
ed in April the 
Quinault produces 

July through Sep-
tember — right up 

until frost. Treat your-
self to a long season 

of huge, luscious-tasting 
strawberries.

N6607     25 for $6.99     
50 for $12.99     100 for $24.99

 HOW
  MANY ITEM #        DESCRIPTION           COST
  N5246 SHADE HYBRID POPLAR
  N5247 SCREEN HYBRID POPLAR 
  N6214 HARDY PECANS
  N6607 QUINAULT STRAWBERRY
  N6891 WEEPING WILLOW
  N7036 CREEPING RED SEDUM

HYBRID POPLARS
Hardy, fast growing poplar!

When you need shade in a hurry, we suggest the fast-
growing Hybrid Poplar. It has a handsome shape and will 
actually shade a ranch-type home in just 3-5 years! We 
haven’t found any tree that grows like it. It has a spread 
of 30-35′ and in just a few years, at maturity, it reaches 
50-60′. It normally lives 30-50 years. It is wind, disease 
and insect-resistant — it can take the cold as far north as 
Canada. This is not the short-lived Lombardy Poplar. Best 
use is to provide beauty and quick, cool shade for new 
homes. Plant Hybrid Poplars for screening! The screen 
variety makes an ideal privacy hedge. It has a width of 
about 10′ and grows to a dense screen usually in 3 years. 
Plant for quick windbreaks on farms and for living snow 
fences. We ship strong, 2-4′ trees.

SAVE UP TO 60%
on Large Quantity Orders!

   N5246   Shade Variety Tree
   N5247   Screen Variety Tree

 2 for $6.95 NOW 2 for $3.47
(minimum order)

 5 for $15.95 NOW 5 for $7.97
 10 for $29.95 NOW 10 for $14.97
 20 for $57.95 NOW 20 for $28.97
 40 for $109.75 NOW 40 for $54.87

HOW TO GET YOUR FREE TREE
Simply send us an order (any size) for Hybrid 
Poplars and we will send you an additional 
fast growing Hybrid Poplar Tree free of 
charge. You must indicate your FREE TREE 
on the order form and also include variety 
— either shade or screen. No other nursery 
products included  in this FREE TREE offer.

ONE YEAR GUARANTEE
If any item you purchased from us does not live, 
for a free replacement just return the original 
shipping label along with your written request 
within 1 year of receipt. Replacement guaran-
tee is void unless the original shipping label is 
returned. For a refund of the purchase price, re-
turn the item and the original shipping label with 
correct postage affixed within 14 days of receipt.

PLEASE SEND ITEMS CHECKED BELOW:

Name ____________________________________

Address __________________________________

City ________________State _________________

Zip _________________Phone ________________

Email ____________________________________

(xx    )

■ Check or Money Order enclosed.
■ Mastercard ■ VISA

Packing & Processing $______
SUBTOTAL $______

IL Residents add 6.25% Sales Tax $______
MN Residents add 6.875% Sales Tax $______

            TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED
OR CHARGED $______

3.95

FOUR SEASONS NURSERY
1706 Morrissey Drive DEPT. 986-9037 

Bloomington, Illinois 61704

Credit Card #:  _____________________________

Expiration Date:  ___________________________

Signature: _________________________________

FREE TREE 
■ N5246  SHADE    ■ N5247  SCREEN

(Indicate variety)
(Plant Screen trees 9′ apart.) One Hybrid Poplar Tree sent 
at no charge when you send us a paid order (any size) for 
Hybrid Poplars below. Only one FREE tree per customer.

Introducing the Fastest Growing 
Quality Shade Tree to America!

Order on-line at www.4SeasonsNurseries.com/quickorder.asp 

SCREEN VARIETY

SHADE VARIETY

HARDY PECANS
Big crops of delicious nuts!

(Carya illinoensis) A beautiful 40-75′ shade tree 
that bears an abundant crop of sweet, rich fla-
vored hard shell nuts in fall. Practically immune 
to insects. Plant two trees for good pollination. 
Zones 5-9. We send 1-3′ trees. Sorry, cannot be 
shipped to Arizona, California or Washington.

N6214     2 for $9.99   
4 for $16.99     6 for $23.00

1/2 
PRICE!

WEEPING WILLOW
Fastest growing shade tree!

NNNNNNNNOOOOOOOOOOOOOOUUUU OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOUUUUUUYYYYYYYYYYYYYYOOOOOOOOODDDDDDDDDDDDDD  YYYYYYYNNNNNNNEEEEESSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSLLLLLLLLLLLLL SSSSSSSSSSSSSLLLLLLLLLLLLLEEEEE’’’’’’WWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWW OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEELLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWW SSSS OOOOOOOOOUUUUUUUUUUUUOOOOOOOOO EEEEEDDDDDDD’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’WWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWW NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNSS YYYYYYYYY EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYOOYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEESSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLL LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWW OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOODDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’

(Salix babylonica) 
Grows as much as 
8-10′ a year! Has 
graceful drooping 
branches and fine, 
narrow, blue-green 
leaves that change 
to a rich golden 
color in autumn. 
Thrives in moist as 
well as dry loca-
tions. Tolerant of 
smog and smoke. It’s 
hardy and carefree. 
Nice 1 1/2-3′ nurs-
ery-grown trees.

N6891     $1.99 each     
2 for $3.79     3 for $4.99

 2 for
$999

N6

$199
each

QUQQQ I
S 25 for

$699

111111/222222222 
PPPPPPPPPPRICE!!!!!!!!!!!

1/2 
PRICE!

CREEPING RED SEDUM
Cover bare spots with color!

(Sedum spurium) Hardy ground cover sometimes 
called Dragon’s Blood. Fills those ugly trouble 
spots with attractive, thick evergreen foliage all 
year and amazes you with brilliant, starlike red 
flowers June through September. These are har-
dy, northern, nursery-grown plants.

N7036     12 for $3.89    
24 for $7.69     48 for $14.99    

96 for $27.99

IM
PROVED!

 12 for
$389
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