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SA\IE THOUSANDS

30% TAX GREDIT
CUT ENERGY BILL IN HALF
FINANCING AVAILABLE

For deep savings on your energy bills, look no further than your
own backyard. With a ClimateMaster Heating and Cooling
System, you get a 30% tax credit and can save more than half on
your energy bill. ClimateMaster uses geothermal energy to tap

the constant temperature of the Earth, keeping your home CL’MATEMASTERO

comfortable yearround. Best of all, a new system usually pays Caalicrinall st fing & Caelig S

An underground loop systemand the constant for itself in about five years and is a cleaner choice for the
temperature of the Earth combine to create a . ,
comfortable climate in your home. environment. If you're ready to uncover extra cash each month,

visit climatemaster.com. climatemaster.com

Auburn, IL Champaign, IL Jacksonville, IL Pekin, IL Taylorville, IL Villa Grove, IL

Lonnie L Winn Lanz Heating Aireserve Central Heating Yard Heating R C Plumbing
Heating & Cooling & Cooling 217-243-6531 & A/C & Cooling & Heating

217-438-1235 217-202-6858 S S 309-346-6100 217-824-4737 217-832-9744

Carbondale, IL Divernon, IL 217-245-7181 Springfield, IL Tonica, IL Watseka, IL
Jacobs Air Weidner Refrigeration Marion. IL Aireserve Town & Country R&M Electric
Conditioning 217-628-3400 Ponder ’Service Inc 217-523-8594 Services Plumbing - 815-432-4062

& Heating, Inc. Dubu Heating - Electric
que, IA 618-977-8900 Sugar Grove, IL
618-529-2989 All Season’s Heating TRICO Mechanical 815-442-3415
& Gooling, Inc. 630-466-3662
563-582-2584
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COMMENTARY

With new districts and new faces on the ballot, your cooperatives want to help
you be more informed about your candidates for government office.

CURRENTS

More than 250 students from around the state meet with legislators at the
capitol.

SAFETY & HEALTH

Kick off your boating season by checking off all the safety hazards.

YARD & GARDEN

Don’t let pesticides invade your waterways and destroy your peace of mind.

ENERGY SOLUTIONS

Doug Rye gives tips to help you cut your utility bills.

KEEP YOUR INDOOR AIR FLOWING

James Dulley says keeping the air conditioner clean is a task worth tackling.
He gives instructions on how to do it.

T 22 FINEST COOKING
Touchstone Energy
== www.touchstoneenergy.com 24 POWERED UP

The Association of llinois Electric Cooperatives and 25 llinois electric cooperatives

are members of Touchstone Energy, a national alliance of 660 electric cooperatives.

Touchstone Energy cooperative employees adhere to four core values — integity, 2 5 MARKETPLACE

accountability, innovation and commitment to community.
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Vote in 2012

More than ever rural citizens need to be politically engaged

We’ve just come out of the spring
primary election season and
there are two things that are very
obvious. Following the census, redis-
tricting has dramatically changed state
and Congressional legislative districts,
which means there are new candidates
on your ballot that you really don't
know. Secondly, fewer people are exer-
cising their right to vote.

Every citizen has the privilege to
vote. We talk about how important
it is to vote, but with every passing
election, fewer people are voting.

I know it’s difficult. You go to the bal-
lot booth and realize, “I don’t know

who these people are.” Your local rep-
resentative is no longer on your ballot.

It behooves us as citizens to know
who the candidates are, research their
information and make an informed
vote. That’s one reason to visit
the website of the Association of
Illinois Electric Cooperatives
(www.aiec.coop) and your local
cooperative’s web portal to view
“America’s Electric Cooperative’s
Vote 2012,” which gives you a link
to help you develop your knowledge
of candidates and their positions on
issues of importance.

'This year alone, there are 435 con-
gressional elections. Together with 42
million people served by cooperatives,
co-op members represent a large
voting block. Your vote is critically
important. The “America’s Electric
Cooperative’s Vote 2012,” website
is designed to help you learn about
all candidates, from local to national
races, and can even help you register
to vote if you've recently moved. If
someone in your family hasn’t regis-
tered to vote encourage them to do so
now.

Speaking of moving, the population
shifts in Illinois are alarming. With
each census we realize there are fewer
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people living outside the urban areas
in Hlinois, especially down state.
Illinois will have one less member of
Congress representing down-state
citizens, dropping from 19 members
to 18.

If an issue comes up and needs 60
votes for passage, we will have to work
harder to get that number for passage.
As an example, Congressman John
Shimkus serves the largest land area
in Hlinois just to have the same num-
ber of people in his district as a rep-
resentative from a densely populated
urban area in Chicago. So it’s impor-
tant to know who we elect and it’s key
they understand our issues.

You may have noticed on the
nightly news, the debate on the
Keystone Pipeline that would trans-
mit tar-sands oil 1,700 miles from
Alberta, Canada, to the Gulf Coast
of the U.S. On one Sunday morning
in November, the environmental
lobby was able to mobilize more than
10,000 supporters to protest outside
the White House. That gets the atten-
tion of our elected officials and the
national media and not surprising
that issue was slowed up for more
deliberation.

If there was an issue of that impor-
tance to the electric cooperative
program, could we mobilize that
number to tell our officials and
the media why an issue could be
devastating to the reliability or cost of
our rural electric program? I'd like to
believe we have that kind of grassroots
support for rural issues and issues
important to electric co-op members.

Nearly 50 leaders of the electric
cooperatives in Illinois recently
attended a grassroots summit in
our nation’s capital to learn more
about ways for all of us to be more
politically effective. And that’s why

we will step up grassroots member

education efforts in the coming
months. We want to make sure we've
done our job in keeping you better
informed, so that you understand the
issues and how they impact you in
terms of usage of electricity, the cost
of the generation and transmission to
your home or farm and how it may
affect your quality of life. We will be
giving you information to help you
communicate with your member of
Congress or state legislature about
why certain issues are good or bad
in terms of impact on affordability
on your electric bill. You are the
ones who elect the members of the
Illinois General Assembly and decide
whether they are doing a good job.
Political clout has always been
critical to the survival of electric and
telephone cooperatives. Broad-based,
bipartisan congressional support led to
funding for the Rural Electrification
Administration in the 1930s and con-
tinues to sustain the Rural Utilities
Service today. Many of the top issues
your co-op’s management team and
board of directors struggle with today
are political and regulatory in nature.
We have taken for granted for a
long time that electric service will
always be here and be affordable.
With all the regulations being
promulgated, it’s making it more
complicated and more expensive
to provide electric service. You as a
member can help us articulate that to
our elected officials.

Duane Noland, President/
CEO of the Association

of lllinois Electric
Cooperatives is a former
state senator, active on
his family farm near

Blue Mound and a
member of Shelby Electric
Cooperative.
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GeoComfort geothermal systems use the free To learn more, contact the GeoComfort geothermal
energy stored in the ground to heat and cool your  dealer in your area or visit geocomfort.com.

home, making them among the most efficient and 'Nt‘”(
environmentally friendly systems on the market today. R Compressor
WARRANTY

Altamont
618-483-6159

Alto Pass
618-893-4887

Bloomington/Normal

309-454-1611

bratchercomfort.com

Breese
618-526-2135

Champaign
217-378-4328

Champaign
217-352-8511

Charleston
217-345-9633

Collinsville
618-344-0359

Decatur
217-422-1744

Divernon
217-628-3400

Effingham
217-347-5755

Farina
618-245-6404

Greenfield
217-368-2705

Greenville
618-664-2499
markshc.com

Hamel
618-633-2244

Keocuk, IA
319-524-3714

Litchfield
217-324-2818

Marion
618-997-5288

Marissa
618-295-3402

Okawville
618-243-5333
weekecustomcomfort.com

Paxton
217-370-6305

Rushville
217-322-6677

Tiskilwa
815-646-4481

Freeport
815-232-4519

Waterloo
618-939-8594

New Baden
618-588-2402

GeoComfort

Geothermal Systems

Live comfortably.™

www.geocomfort.com
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lllinois farmland values continue upward spiral

'The prices being paid for farmland across Illinois chairman of the Land Values Survey and Conference.
continue their upward spiral with the tops being in the Respondents indicated that farmland values increased
$10,000 to $13,000 per acre range across the state. This between 20 and 21 percent across land classes during 2011,
is according to the 2012 Farmland Values and Lease says Gary Schnitkey, Ph.D., Department of Agriculture
Trends Report released in March by the Illinois Society of and Consumer Economics, University of Illinois.
Professional Farm Managers and Rural Appraisers. Yearly increases in land prices have averaged 6.7 per-

'The top price of $13,000 per acre was for a November cent across all of Illinois between 1970 and 2011. But
2011 sale of 37.7 acres in Christian County. Sales in the yearly increases have averaged 12 percent from 2005 to
$10,000 per acre range were common across a number 2011.
of regions in the state. A good part of this tremendous Rents have also increased. For excellent quality farmland,
move in Illinois crop land values is based on increasing rents increased $60 per acre from $319 per acre in 2011 to
farm income returns, and expectations of strong income $379 per acre in 2012.
into the future, says Don McCabe, AFM, general For more information go to www.ispfmra.org.

SIPC reduces costs, holds base rate even in 2011

Members of Southern Illinois was 7.27 percent, Dec. 31,2011. The Electric Cooperative, and its load will
Power Cooperative (SIPC) in Marion  equity level has declined in recent add 400,000 megawatt-hours annually.
were updated on the organization's years due to increased borrowing. Chairman Richard Liefer
financial condition and reductions Forecasts show our equity rising in said investing with other electric
in power cost during the power 2012 and future years.” cooperatives and municipal utilities in
cooperative's Annual Meeting of Sales to the seven distribution co-op ~ Prairie State Energy Campus was a
Members held in March. SIPC was members fell by 64 million kWh or huge step for the co-op. “This invest-
able to hold base rates even for 2011. 3 percent due to the mild winter and ment into PSGC's future is once

“Optimism began to grow in slow economy. On Jan. 31,2013, SIPC  again leading the charge for growth of
2011 with SIPC achieving excellent will begin selling power to Norris our co-op.”H

reliability at the Marion coal and
gas-fired plants. Additionally, while
loads from most of the SIPC mem-
bership ranged from 1 to 7 percent
below budget, the station-service load
required for Prairie State through
member Tri-County contributed to
year-end margins,” reported President
and General Manager, Scott Ramsey.

In addition, in 2010 and 2011
SIPC reduced the cost of power
generation to 7 percent and reduced
purchase power costs by 34.3 percent
since 2008.

“SIPC also saved approximately
$700,000 by purchasing an aban-
doned utility line which still had good
life in it,” said Ramsey. “The line was
connected into the new SIPC line
sections as part of a new project for an
SIPC members' substation.”

Secretary-Treasurer, James Scherrer
said, “SIPC generated margins of
$2,200,000 in 2011. SIPC's equity

During SIPCs Annual Meeting in March, the following men were re-elected
as board officers. They are (from [ to r) Chairman Richard Liefer of Red Bud,
Secretary-Treasurer James Scherrer of Ridgway and Vice Chairman Joe Voss of
Carlyle, pictured with Scott Ramsey, SIPC President and General Manager.
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Currents

Co-op leader expresses disappointment with
proposed EPA greenhouse gas regulations

In March, National Rural Electric Cooperative Association CEO
Glenn English made the following statement on the Environmental
Protection Agency’s (EPA’s) proposed greenhouse gas regulations:

“NRECA and its member electric cooperatives are extremely
disappointed to learn that the Obama Administration, in a New
Source Performance Standard issued today by the EPA, has jettisoned
American coal from the President’s ‘all-of-the-above’ energy strategy.

“Because commercially viable carbon capture and storage tech-
nology is still years away, the rules issued today by the EPA have
the practical effect of outlawing coal as a fuel source for the
next generation of power plants. Alternatively, America’s elec-
tric cooperatives support an energy policy that maximizes energy
efficiency and truly embraces all domestic fuels: nuclear, natural gas,
renewable and coal.

“Politicians cannot have it both ways. Our nation can’t embrace the
concept of energy independence and at the same time turn our backs
on America’s most abundant domestic fuel source (coal).”H

More than 250 Youth Day students meet with state
senators and representatives in capital city

More than 250 youth from 25 Illinois electric and In the afternoon, students toured the Old State Capitol
telephone cooperatives from across the state visited and the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Museum before
the State Capitol as part of the Association of Illinois returning to the Prairie Capital Convention Center
Electric Cooperative’s annual Youth Day, held Wednesday, (PCCCQ). At the PCCC, students were judged for possible
March 28 in Springfield. Students had the opportunity selection as Youth to Washington representatives. Annually,
to have photos taken and meet with their district senators Youth to Washington representatives go on an all-expense
and representatives, hear from Lt.Gov. Sheila Simon and paid trip to Washington, D.C. in June. They have the
Secretary of State Jesse White and visit the Supreme opportunity to visit the monuments, museums, White
Court. House and meet their U.S. Congressmen and Senators. B

More than 250 students from across Illinois crowded into Secretary of State Jesse Whites office to hear him speak during the
annual Youth Day tour of the 1llinois State Capitol.

lllinois Country Living ®* May 2012 « 7
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Organic sunflower seeds for birds,
wildlife now available from WIU organic farm

Bird and wildlife enthusiasts can
now purchase organic, locally grown
sunflower seeds for their feathered
and furry backyard friends. The
Western Illinois University School
of Agriculture's Organic Research
Program is selling 9 pound bags of
black oilseed sunflower seeds for $10.
‘The sunflowers were grown on the
WIU Allison Organic Research and

Demonstration Farm, which is located

"Those who purchase seeds will also
be eligible to win a prize. Buyers can
visit the WIU Organic Program web-
site at www.wiu.edu/ag/organicfarm
and enter the number on the label of
each bag," Gruver said. Five bags have
winning numbers that will entitle the
buyer or buyers to a prize."

To place an order, contact the
School of Agriculture office from
8 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday, at

in Warren County.

According to Joel Gruver, assistant
professor and manager of WIU's Allison Farm, the School
of Ag's sale of the organic sunflower seeds provides you
with an opportunity to take care of local wildlife while also
supporting the WIU Organic Research Program.

(309) 298-1080 or send an email to
WIU School of Agriculture Research
Technician Andy Clayton at AW-Clayton@wiu.edu.
Read more about WIU's Organic Research Program at
www.wiu.edu/ag/organicfarm/. B

Prairie Power, Inc. closes Pearl Generation Station

Effective June 1 Prairie
Power, Inc. will close the Pearl
Generation Station located near
Pittsfield. The small 22-mega-
watt, coal-fired base load plant
went on line in 1968. The plant
was only operated when the
cost of production was lower
than power purchased from the
Midwest Independent System
Operator (ISO). In 2010, the
plant provided 4 percent of
PPT’s energy requirements.

Superintendent of Generation
Randy Fisher said the generation
and transmission co-op tried
to convert the small plant to a
renewable biomass generating
facility. The move would have
saved several jobs and the plant
would have been a good size for demonstrating the feasibil-
ity of biomass generation in Illinois. The co-op also owned
1,065 acres of land that could have been used to grow bio-
mass plants, but the land was sold in February. Area farmers
could have been employed to grow biomass plants for the
generation facility. The plant was already successfully burning
a small amount of waste seed corn.

8 ¢ lllinois Country Living * www.icl.coop

PPI President/CEQ Jay Bartlett said, “We wanted to
convert it to biomass and it was the perfect size for that
project, but it is out of the money.” The biomass conver-
sion of the Pear] Plant would have been difficult because of
environmental uncertainty with biomass plants and because
of the low cost of natural gas. H



E—
Touchstone Energy”

TOGETHER WE SAVE

'Through Touchstone Energy® our cooperative’s members

have access to www.togetherwesave.com

Togetherwesave.com ...

Is a highly innovative energy efficiency website

Togetherwesave.com ...

Provides free tools, videos and interactive exercises to help you reduce your
energy costs

Togetherwesave.com ...

Has been visited more than 38 million times

Visit togetherwesave.com today and see how little things can add up

Touchstone Energy IS the power of human connections

www.touchstoneenergy.coop

%« Association of Illinois
4 Electric Cooperatives

Your Touchstone Energy® Partner &*)(
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lime to remodel?

Homeowners weigh improvements against market values

mericans are staying put. A down

economy is driving most people
to hunker down in their homes instead
of moving, and many wonder whether
to finish that attic or replace the front
door as they try to out-wait hard
times.

Only 10 percent of the general
public feels that now is the time to sell
their home, according to Fannie Mae’s
National Housing Survey released in
November 2011. The survey shows
75 percent of Americans believe the
economy is on the wrong track.

It stands to reason that long-term
homeowners want to make their
property as livable as possible. How
do electric cooperative members
get the most bang for their buck in
home improvements during a down
economy? Which specific home
improvements are shown to deliver the
most value right now, according to the
experts? On the flip side, can a home
improvement actually reduce property
value?

Exterior home improvements

typically deliver the most value for

homeowners. A cost vs. value report
from the National Association of
Realtors (NAR) ranks exterior
improvements among the best home
investments on HouseLogic.com, their
consumer website. The report “shows
the value of putting your home’s best
tagade forward, so to speak,” says
NAR President Moe Veissi, broker-
owner of Veissi & Associates Inc., in
Miami. Exterior projects are impor-
tant to a home’s regular upkeep and
are expected to recoup far more than
many other improvements. Plus, they
add instant curb appeal when times
are finally right to sell a home.

A home’s attractiveness, the indica-
tor of initial appeal, makes a big differ-
ence. Exterior elements covering large
areas such as siding, entry and garage
doors have the greatest visual impact.
Updated exteriors give sellers an edge
because buyers are attracted to a home
before entering.

According to the NAR, seven of
the top 10 most cost-effective projects
nationally in terms of value recouped
are exterior projects. An upscale
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By John Bruce

fiber-cement siding is judged as the
number one improvement value by the
NAR, with an estimated 78 percent of
costs recouped upon resale.

Two other siding projects ranked
in the top 10, including foam-backed
vinyl and upscale vinyl. Both are
expected to recoup roughly 70 percent
of costs. A steel entry door replace-
ment, the least expensive project in
the report, averages little more than
$1,200 and is expected to recoup 73
percent of its cost.

Garage door replacement, a wood
deck addition, and vinyl window
replacement are all expected to recoup
around 70 percent of costs, as well.

But good deals aren't limited to the
exterior. Conversion of existing space,
such as a minor kitchen remodel, turn-
ing an attic into a bedroom or finish-
ing a basement, is more likely to bring
a better return than an addition.

On the interior, NAR considers
attic and kitchen remodeling projects
worthwhile investments. The least
expensive way to add a bedroom and
bathroom within a home’s existing



footprint is an attic bedroom, expected
to return 72.5 percent of costs. A
minor kitchen remodel is expected to
return 72 percent of costs.
Least-return improvements are a
sunroom addition and a home office
remodel, both esti-
mated to recoup
less than 46 percent
of costs. An in-
ground pool can
add to a home’s
value, but there’s
little chance of
recovering the
money spent on
upkeep, and the
NAR advises that %
an above-ground
pool can actually
reduce a home’s
resale value. Many
people don't want
pools because of

Insulated siding ranks as
one of the top-value home

stick to the scope of work unless you
become aware of additional items
that make sense to complete at that
time. “It’s best to know exactly what
you want done and to be able to com-
municate the scope of the project. If
the builder or
remodeler sees
m an additional work
5 h\ that needs to be
done they will
suggest it.”
Fedewa rec-
ommends con-
tacting the local
home builders
and remodelers
association for
a list of licensed
and insured con-
tractors. “I would
choose three con-
tractors to visit
your project,” he

the high upkeep. i ) advises.

All homes improvements. Available The down
can benefit from in various earth tones, it economy offers
increased insulation homeowners

and sealing, regard-
less of climate.
Older homes are
usually under-
insulated compared
to new homes.
Adding more can help you realize a
return on your investment, and beefing
up the R-value (rating for insulation
efficiency) in an attic or crawlspace
helps cut energy use.

Most homeowners can handle
routine maintenance projects and cos-
metic touchups, but it’s recommended
they consult with qualified profes-
sionals for larger remodeling jobs
and major changes to a home’s struc-
ture. After deciding on one or more
projects, how can a homeowner get
started? What to do first on a project
can be daunting in itself, so what’s the
best solution to avoid confusion?

Jerry Fedewa, president of The
Greater Lansing (Michigan) Home
Builders and Remodelers Association,
suggests the priority should be to

provides the strength and
thermal benefit of rigid foam
insulation with ease
of maintenance.

any opportuni-
ties for sav-
ings, he relates.
“Additions and
remodels really
did not slow
nearly as much as home building has,
so more homebuilders started tak-
ing on more additions and remodels.
There may be a few more contractors
chasing the same amount of work, so
there is probably some savings there.
Customer service has improved and
project time has improved.” M

John Bruce is a professional editor and
writer who specializes in electric coopera-
tives. He lives in Monterey, Virginia,
and is a member of Shenandoah Valley
Electric Cooperative.

Sources: National Association
of Realtors, Cost v. Value, Home

Improvement, HouseLogic.com

Know what to ask

Asking contractors impor-
tant questions makes all the
difference, according to Roger
Weymouth, broker/owner of
Weymouth & Associates in Holt,
MI, with 20 years of experi-
ence in the real estate industry.
“Regarding the best questions
to ask, I would say, ‘as many as
you can think of,” he says. For
instance:

M Are you licensed and
insured? (Make a copy of the

license and insurance)

B Do you carry workman’s

comp insurance? (Make a
copy)

B How long have you been in
business?

B Can you provide me a list
of the last three projects you
did with names and phone
numbers of the people that
hired you?

B Is this your best price?

Get it in writing

“I personally prefer to pay
when the job is complete,”
Weymouth advises. “Be careful of
the contractor that wants money
up front. Always make sure your
agreement with the contractor is
in writing,” he adds. “Everything
should be written out and under-
stood beforehand.”

“It’s very important to always
include a project completion date
in your contract, and what hap-
pens if the project isn't finished
by that date,” Weymouth contin-
ues. “For example, include word-
ing such as ‘contractor to pay
owner x amount each day there-
after completion date if project is
not completed.”

Illinois Country Living * May 2012 ] ]



lllinois experts recommend
quick-fix projects, products

'The year 2012 is show-
ing improvement in home
sales over 2011, a positive for
prospective home sellers. The
first two months, according to
records provided by the Illinois
Association of Realtors (IAR),
indicate increased sales of 16.1
percent in January and 25.4 per-
cent in February which included
Leap Day. At the time of pub-
lication, sales in March had not
been released.

While the increase in sales is
a positive, the IAR reports that
selling prices remain somewhat
lower than previous years, down
9.3 percent in January and 8.2
percent in February.

Investing wisely in your home
improvement projects can help
close up that difference, accord-
ing to several Co-op Connection
Card businesses who offer dis-
counts to members.

Whether for aesthetic reasons
or energy efficiency, making
improvements can help move
the house quicker, which in
turn saves the seller money. But
spending wisely is the key — so
you recoup the greatest amount
of your investment.

Becky Kistler, store owner
of True Value in Savanna, I1L.
believes new windows are the
way to go. She says a lot of peo-
ple at this time of year venture in
with tax refunds asking for more
energy-efficient windows. Not
only do they improve appearance,
but they save in heating and
cooling costs.

For ease in cleaning and strong
energy values, she suggests the
Tempco line, saying she has per-
sonally experienced the quality

they offer in her own home.

Pam Wheelwright of
Hoskins Building Center
in Elizabeth believes in the
benefits of new windows, too,
but doesn’t limit her recom-
mendations to that.

“Sometimes it’s getting it
to sell. A roof is a big one I
see,” says Wheelwright. While it’s a
costly improvement, buyers want to
move into a new dwelling that is rela-
tively low maintenance.

Another higher end improvement is
fiber cement siding. Wheelwright says
you want to look at the investment
before leaping because it costs nearly
twice what vinyl costs. However,
depending on the neighborhood, it
may be the best choice. For example,
putting vinyl on a house surrounded
by others sporting fiber cement, will
devalue your home. Other selling
points for cement siding are its war-
ranties. The brand recommended,
known as Maxitile, if ordered with
two coats of paint, will have a 25-year
warranty on the paint and a 50-year
warranty on the product. In short, it
won't need replacing.

'The ability to choose it in any color
also makes it a standout. It comes in
any paint or stain color, direct from
the factory.

Wheelwright believes strongly in
any improvement, including indoor
granite, new kitchens and baths.

“It’s that first impression — that
wow factor,” she says.

John Jackson of Jackson Concrete
and Construction, East Dubuque, is in
the remodel business, too. He believes
ranch homes from the 70s and 80s
particularly, can take attract new buy-
ers with a facade upgrade. He leans
toward craftsman style pillars.

“It dresses up the front of the
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house,” Jackson said. “I think it’s
better than siding.” He suggests
building a dormer or covered
porch on for a new structural
feature and using cedar covered
posts, noting that he’s done
three or four recently. He says
customers often opt for brick or
stone at the bottom and finish
the support with the cedar. They
can then be painted white or just
clear-coated to maintain their
integrity. If 4 x 4 posts already
exist, he said using these sturdier
pillars can add character.

'The businesses quoted in
this story have partnered with
their local cooperative to offer
discounts to members. You can

contact them:

B Hoskins Building
Center in Elizabeth, I1L.
— 815-858-2444

B True Value in Savanna, I11.
— 815-273-4304

B Jackson Concrete
and Construction,
East Dubuque, I11.
— 815-747-2170



A personal experience

Energy audit better defines cost-saving improvements

February is the time of year when
utility bills seem to be the highest and
as you gaze at your energy consump-
tion you begin to think, how can I
reduce my bill? The light bulb goes
on and the word “energy audit” comes
to mind. While this is something I
always say I am going to do, this year
I decided to follow through and I
called Rural Electric Convenience
Cooperative, which is my energy pro-
vider. Dana Smith came to the rescue
and hooked me up with my very own
energy audit.

'The first question to Dana before
finalizing the home energy audit visit
was, “What will this cost?” The won-
derful answer was “nothing.”

Lucky me, I just happened to call at
a quiet time of the year and my energy
auditor, Jeff Lancaster, came out that
very afternoon. Keep in mind that this
is highly unusual. There is usually a
wait, but on this day my timing was
just right.

The first task that Jeff performed on
my 1994 two-story was a blower door
test. Pulling out equipment from a bag
that reminded me of a Ghost Buster
episode. He hooked up a plastic sheet
at the entry to my garage and turned
on a powerful fan that sounded like
an airplane taking off. The fan that
mounts to the frame of an exterior
door is designed to show how much
air loss our home was losing. It works
by lowering the air pressure inside so
the higher outside air pressure flows
in through all unsealed cracks and

openings and shows the leaks
in the home. It was an eye-
opening experience.

'The next step was a walk
around the house with an
infrared camera to do thermo-
graphic measures throughout.
The camera really caused a
flashback to the day my son
got a Ghost Buster backpack
for Christmas and “blasted”
the rest of the family. This
camera didn't blast anything,
but used surface tempera-
tures to find cold spots in the
house. The camera literally “lit
up” showing a blue/grey cast
for cooler areas.

For years, my family had
complained that upstairs was
colder/hotter than downstairs
and Jeft found the reason why
— lack of insulation where our
wraparound porch joins the
house.

Jeft was brave enough to maneuver
around our cluttered basement and
check out the airducts, furnace and
water heater downstairs. He traveled
where no man should go! The end
result showed that we need to caulk
around our air ducts and should invest
in a new energy eflicient water heater
and water softener. The good news is
RECC offers a nice rebate for an elec-
tric hot water heater.

RECC did its part and I took the
first step to reducing our energy use
through a home energy audit. Armed

By Cindy Ladage
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Jeff Lancaster of Rural Electric Convenience
Cooperative performs a blower door test on the
home of Cindy Ladage, a member of RECC and
a resident of Virden.

with a list of ways to reduce our
energy bill, and do my part to reduce
our energy burden on the grid, the ball
is in now in our park — we just have to
take step number two!

You too can utilize energy-audit
services offered by your rural electric
cooperative. Keep in mind that refer-
ences to rebates, costs and time frames
for getting the audit vary according to
the cooperative serving you. Hl

Cindy Ladage of Virden is a freelance
writer and member of RECC.

Smart moves fo save money

money on your electric bill.

1o get more ideas and accurate information on energy-saving ideas, go to www.ftogetherwesave.com. The Energy-

Savings Home Tour gives members information on landscaping for efficiency, and interior and exterior home tips to save
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- Safety & Health

National Safe Boating Week

Prepare for a season of safe boating

ational Safe Boating

Week begins May 19. This
is a great opportunity to get
your boat in order and prepare
for a season of safe boating.
To ensure a safe summer on
the water, there are a variety
of safety items that you must
legally have on board your
watercraft — including life vests,
fire extinguishers, a throwable
flotation device and properly
working lights. However, the list
should not end there.

You should also make sure
the dock area is safe. This means
making sure electrical connec-
tions are properly installed and
safely maintained. Your loved
ones’ lives just might depend on
it. Even if you are just renting
the dock, it is important that
you notify the dock owner of
any safety violations so they can be
fixed immediately. If the owner will
not make the corrections or properly
maintain the dock, you might strongly
consider moving your boat to a dock
that will.

Take the story of a 13-year-old
Oklahoma boy who died after he
jumped from a boat dock into a lake
to swim. The dock lights were on at
the time. He immediately surfaced
and was screaming, then submerged
and did not resurface. An adult who
entered the water to assist the boy
felt an electrical current and called
to others to turn oft the dock lights.
Power company employees inspected
the electrical system for the dock
lights, and they identified a short in
the wiring. The wiring was in con-
tact with the dock’s metal frame and
transmitted sufficient electrical cur-
rent into the water to cause a shock.
The medical examiner listed the boy’s
cause of death as drowning, possibly

secondary to electrical shock.

There is also the story of the Ritz
family. One summer afternoon their
son Lucas went swimming with
friends under adult supervision. Their
8-year-old son had been schooled in
aquatic safety and was wearing a type
IT personal flotation device. As Lucas
approached the ladder to get onto
the dock, he let out a gasp and rolled
onto his back unconscious. When his
mother jumped into the water to help
him, her extremities went numb, and
she found it hard to move. She was able
to get Lucas to the side of the dock
and CPR was administered. However,
it was too late. An investigation found
that a power boat with a 12-volt wire
lying across an AC wire and had got-
ten hot enough to melt the insulation
around the wires. It put a 120-volt
charge into the grounding system of
the boat, including the engine and pro-
pellers. This electrified the surrounding
water and lead to Lucas’ death.

Wet environments are particularly
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dangerous when it comes to electricity.
While regulations might vary by
location, the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) states
that electricity-related drowning can
be prevented by regular inspections
for ground-fault failure and by strict
enforcement of the National Electric
Code through frequent inspections of
pools and docks.

Safe Electricity urges boat owners
to have dockside electrical systems
installed by professional electricians
guided by National Electric Code
and to have these systems inspected
regularly to avoid tragedy. Get more
information at SafeElectricity.org. B

Molly Hall is Director

of Safe Electricity.

E-mail molly-hall@
SafeElectricity.org. Safe
Electricity is a public
awareness program of the
Energy Education Council.
www.EnergyEdCouncil.org




WATERFURNACE UNITS QUALIFY FOR A 30% FEDERAL TAX CREDIT

TRAINING MATTERS

Thanks to the 30% federal tax credit, a flood of inexperienced, questionably trained dealers are now offering
geothermal. While some companies allow anyone to sell their products, WaterFurnace requires an ongoing
commitment to the most extensive training and education programs in the industry. That’s why WaterFurnace is the most
recognized and respected name in residential geothermal. Or maybe it’s because WaterFurnace units use the clean, renewable energy
found in your backyard to provide savings up to 70% on heating, cooling and hot water. Or is it thanks to the industry’s best warranty?
Decide for yourself. Contact your local WaterFurnace dealer today... or be prepared to deal with a flood of your own.

Albers
Toennies Service Co.
(618) 248-5130

Bloomington
Wm. Masters, Inc.
(309) 662-8481

Brighton
Den-Son Heating & Cooling
(618) 372-8375

Canton
Spoon River Mechanical Services
(309) 647-5009

Carbondale
GL Morris
(618) 457-0190

Charleston
Jansen’s Heating & Air
(217) 235-5223

Chester
Schumer Bros
(573) 547-6517

Cobden
Davis Heating & Cooling
(618) 893-2821

Decatur
Design-Air Heating & A/C
(217) 429-1105

Delevan
Jeckel Plumbing & Heating
(309) 244-8265

Edwardsville
Cummings Heating & Cooling
(618) 656-8953

Effingham
Jansen’s Heating & Air

Energy
RSP Heating & Cooling
(618) 942-2424

Fairbury
Popejoy Plumbing, Htg & Electric
(815) 692-4471

Fairfield
Electro Electric
(618) 847-8102

Flora
Electro Electric, Inc.
(618) 662-4520

Gifford
Duden and Silver
(217) 568-7954

Goodfield
Hinrichsen Heating & Air
(309) 965-2604

Hamilton
Peters Heating & Air, Inc.
(217) 847-2777

Harrisburg
D&C Heating & Air
(618) 997-6577

Lawrenceville
Tracy Electric, Inc.
(618) 943-2243

VW iterFurnace

Smarter from the Ground Up™

YOUR LOCAL WATERFURNACE DEALERS

Litchfield
Snell Enterprises, Inc.
(217) 324-4560

Macomb
Arnold Brothers Heating & Cooling
(309) 833-2852

Marion
D&C Heating & Air
(618) 997-6577

Mount Vernon
Holloway Heating & Air, Inc.
(618) 242-5481

Oglesby
John’s Service & Sales
(815) 883-3637

Pana
Jansen’s Heating & Air
(217) 562-5201

Paxton
Houston Plumbing & Heating
(800) 379-2165

Peru
Service Pro’s Heating & Cooling
(815) 223-0715

Petersburg
Collins Plumbing & Heating
(217) 632-3670

Pittsfield
Peters Heating & Air, Inc.
(217) 285-1600

waterfurnace.com
(800) GEO-SAVE

Quincy
Peters Heating & Air, Inc.
(217) 222-1368

Red Bud
DeRousse Heating & Air, Inc.
(618) 282-2224

Salem
Booher Tin Shop
(618) 548-1295

Springfield
Collins Plumbing & Heating
(217) 793-8031

Taylorville
Jansen’s Heating & Air
(217) 824-4138

Thomasboro
Hoveln Heating & Cooling, Inc.
(217) 643-2125

Tilton
Blackie’s Automatic Engineering
(217) 442-1440

Virden
Snell Enterprises, Inc.
(217) 965-391

Waterloo
DeRousse Heating & Air, Inc.
(618) 282-2224

Winchester
Little Heating & A/C, Inc.
(217) 742-3332

e

©2012 WaterFurnace is a registered trademark of WaterFurnace International, Inc.



- Yard & Garden

A hair-pulling regulation

Robson explains how to cope with pesticide rules

Fortunately, good follicular
g

enes have kept most of the
hair on my head, though the
torehead has been expanding
ever so slightly. And Tammy, my
hair cutter, does a wonderful job
keeping it short.

I state this fact because if it
weren't for the genes and Tammy,
my hair would be pulled out by
government regulations — and one
in particular.

All this is rather funny since, as
a pesticide safety specialist with
the University of Illinois, I live and
breathe with regulations dealing
with chemicals applied to control
those things that give us so much
trouble in the fields, in the yard
and indoors.

Some of the regulations can make
your head spin, but ultimately there
appears to be some logical sense to
them, even though many would swear
they do not.

And, of course, this leads to a new
regulation that may or may not apply
to you.

It goes by the initials NPDES
- National Pollution Discharge
Elimination System. Just reading the
description will probably cause you to
scratch your head wondering what it
means.

NPDES isn't new. Communities
with sewage systems and large scale
livestock producers have had to deal
with it. It’s just that the federal courts
have decreed it be applied to a new
situation.

That ruling is to anyone who
applies pesticides “in, on or near
water’s edge to waters of the United
States.”

First, “waters of the United States”
is water that moves from one spot
to another in the simplest terms. In
this case, it’s water that moves above

ground, or what’s called surface water.

Ground water is another matter and
doesn't apply.

Backyard swimming pools and
fish ponds are exempt, since they
technically are contained. So are the
so-called borrow pits you see along
the interstate, where you are looking
at a big pit with no overflow pipe.

Farm ponds with an overflow pipe
are a prime candidate. So are reten-
tion ponds that are built these days
to catch water run-off from parking
lots. Lakes, rivers and streams are all
included as they are waters of the
United States.

If you are applying any pesticides
to these, such as to control weeds
or insects, you need a permit. That’s
almost black and white and not
worthy of much stress.

You won't need a permit if you are
applying chemicals to your lawn, gar-
den or farm field. Or will you?

It gets muddier and that’s where
the hair can turn gray or fall out —
when you talk about “near water’s
edge.” This is where ditches and
waterways and “close to the edge of
a pond” come into play no matter if
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you are a homeowner, farmer or
businessman.

If there is no water in these areas
when applying the chemicals and
it doesn't appear there will be any
(such as rain) until the chemical
has broken down, you don't need
to worry.

That’s called “Best Professional
Judgment” - you follow the
forecast, you know the geography
and topography of the land, and
you know about the chemical
you're using.

On the other hand, if you
know there’s water in the ditch or
waterway, or soon will be, and you
know it will flow from Point A to
some Point B, it wouldn’t hurt to
get a permit.

Yes, it’s paperwork but it’s not that
difficult. Just give yourself a half hour.
On the other hand, it’s currently free,
and you can apply online.

All of this may be causing your
hair to turn or fall out. To help, the
Pesticide Safety Education Program
has prepared a website with helpful
information. You can visit it at http://
web.extension.illinois.edu/psep/. Just
creating this FAQ_could have induced
alcohol poisoning if not for strong
genetics again.

If you have a question about this,
drop me a line at drobson@illinois.edu.

Also, if you think you need to apply,
head over to the IL-EPA website at
http://www.epa.state.il.us/water/
permits/pesticide/index.html. B

David Robson is Extension
Specialist, Pesticide Safety
for the University of lllinois.
drobson@illinois.edu




» HARVEST MOON BALL”
Cuckoo Clock

Terry Redlin Makes Every
Moment Memorable

Terry Redlin’s ability to capture the
tranquil beauty of simpler times has made
him one of America’s most popular artists.

Now, you can enjoy not just one, but
two of his most highly-sought images every hour
of your day with the Terry Redlin “Harvest Moon
Ball” Cuckoo Clock, exclusively from The Bradford
Exchange. This clock features a real wood case,
sculpted adornments and decorative hanging
corncobs that add to its classic charm.

The timepiece is crafted with accurate
quartz movement, graceful hands and a swinging
brass-toned pendulum. At the beginning of each hour,
the tiny door at the top of the cabinet opens and a
hand-painted rooster emerges with a cheerful crow!

A spectacular value—and your
satisfaction is guaranteed!

The edition is strictly limited, and heavy demand is
anticipated. So act now to acquire the Terry Redlin
“Harvest Moon Ball” Cuckoo Clock five monthly
installments of $39.99 each, for a total of $199.99*.

Your purchase is backed by our
unconditional 365-day guarantee. Send no money
now, just complete and mail the Reservation
Application today!

Clock case shown
much smaller than
actual size of appr.

13"tall. Measures

appr. 203" tall
including pendu-

lum and pine cones.

www.bradfordexchange.com/redlincuckoo

RESERVATION APPLICATION  SEND NO MONEY NOW
Requires two
“ry” THE
| ,f“‘d e BRADFORD EXCHANGE
AA’ battery, ' ~HOME DECOR=
not included.

9345 Milwaukee Avenue - Niles, IL 60714-1393

' YES. Please reserve the Terry Redlin “Harvest Moon Ball”
1 Cuckoo Clock for me as described in this announcement.

Sculpted rooster

L cach-hout : Limit: one per order. Please Respond Promptly
with a cheerful crow! ;
! Signature
Mrs. Mr. Ms.
. ' Name (Please Print Clearly)
Exclusively from :
! Address
The Bradford :
; City
Exchange !
| State Zip

01-12270-001-E38591

© C.A. Redlin; Redlin FLP, Wild - - ) _ . _ ) '
3 o 1 “Plus $21.99 shipping and service. Limited-edition presentations restricted to 295 crafting days. |
Wings, Lake City, MN 55041. 1 Please allow 4-8 weeks after initial payment for shipment. Sales subject to product availability
All Rights Reserved. ©2011 BGE 01-12270-001-BIU 1 and order acceptance. |



- Energy Solutions

Tips to cut your utility bills

Heat pump graduation: Class of 2012

he high school proms are in full

swing and tassels will be turning
soon. You'll probably be fanning
yourself with the graduation program
as Mother Nature heats up the
gymnasium.

As I promised you last month,

I have one more heat pump class
and I feel confident that you will
know more about heat pumps
than most folks after reading these
columns. Before we begin class,
here is a refresher from my previous
classes and columns. Remember,

a properly-sized and properly-
installed heat pump system,
including ductwork, will provide
affordable comfort. This will be on
the testt A PROPERLY SIZED
HEATING AND COOLING
SYSTEM IS NOT A GUESS.
IT MUST BE CALCULATED
PROPERLY.

So how do we properly size a
heating and cooling system? This
brings us to our final lesson, which
will be about proper sizing and
installation.

The scientific and mathematical
step-by-step method commonly used
to size a heat pump for a house is
called a Manual - J load calculation.
A computer with industry-approved
software is used. Sizing heating and
cooling loads properly is not a ter-
ribly difficult process, but it does
usually take a few hours. For today’s
class, we will size the system for a
1,500-square foot, three-bedroom,
two-bath house. The dimensions are
30 feet by 50 feet.

Now, I will input the home com-
ponents required by the computer
software. This process derives the total
British Thermal Units (BT Us) needed
to heat and cool this house. Here are
some of the key components for our
house:

1. Home location: a. city - Little
Rock b. state - Arkansas

2. Design temperature for your
geographical location: a. summer -

100 degrees b. winter - 21 degrees

3. Your desired thermostat setting:
a. heating - 74 degrees b. cooling
- 71 degrees

Now, we input the actual construc-
tion features that relate to the heating
and cooling one room at a time. Let’s
start with the master bedroom. It
measures 14 feet by 16 feet and forms
a corner with 14 feet of north facing
wall and 16 feet of west facing wall.

4. Exposed wall - 30 feet

5. Room dimensions -14 feet by
16 feet

6. Ceiling height - 9 feet
7. Wall type - 4 inch wood studs

with R = 11 cellulose insulation
and brick veneer

8. Windows - Double-glazed,
low-e, argon gas, vinyl, 30 square
feet oriented north and 15 square
feet oriented west

9. Exterior doors - None in this
room
10. Ceiling insulation - R = 44,
blown cellulose
11. Floor insulation - R = 11,

enclosed crawlspace

12. Air infiltration - No fireplace and

average construction

Based upon this information,
our software indicates this room
needs 3,550 BTUs of heating and
2,873 BTUs of cooling. Now we’ll
input the data from each room and
derive a total for the entire dwelling.

Now our software indicates the
entire house requires 21,229 BTUs
of heat for a designed load of 21
degrees during the winter. Our house
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requires 21,015 BTUs of cooling

for a designed load of 100 degrees
during the summer. The heating

and cooling BTU requirements are
almost the same number, which
makes this home a perfect heat pump
application.

So, a two-ton (24,000 BTU)
properly installed heat pump would
be perfect for this particular house.
However, I know from experience that
many HVAC dealers simply guess
at the required system and suggest a
much larger system. A larger system
will cost more to purchase and more
to operate. For instance, a three-ton
geothermal heat pump will cost about
$6,000 more than a two-ton system.
'This important calculation process is
just one of the many ways the elec-
tric cooperatives and I help families
achieve comfortable homes and
manageable utility bills.

We'll close with proper installation.
It’s imperative that the HVAC
installer size the ductwork to deliver
the required BT Us to each room. The
ductwork should be rigid pipe and
properly sealed. I suggest that you
always ask to see the load requirement
calculations before agreeing to pur-
chase a new heating and cooling
system. Be sure to ask for a few
references from the company. Follow
these suggestions and you will have
affordable comfort year round. B

Doug Rye can be heard
on several different
Illinois radio stations. You
can go to Doug Rye’s Web
site at www.dougrye.com,
e-mail him at
info@philliprye.com, or
call 501-653-7931.




THE REAL

GET THE FINEST GUALITY
STEEL BUILDINGS AT THE
LOWEST POSSIBLE PRIGE.

DEAL ON STEEL!

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE TODAY!

SIZE PRICES FROM"
33x45x10 $7,397
42x60x12 $10,897
60x102x12 $21,897

*PRICES VARY BASED ON CODES, LOADS AND ACCESSORIES.

UEALER
DAY

Dont'miss these
LIMITEDTIME

OFFERS! |

* Combo Pack offer good with purchase of FS 55 R, FS 70 RC-E, FS 90 R, KM 55 R or KM 90 R unit.

HERITAGE

BUILDING SYSTEMS.

Established 1979

1.800.643.5555 | HERITAGEBUILDINGS.COM

All prices and promotions are CDC-SRP. Available at participating dealers while supplies last. © 2012 STIHL CDC12-2ICL22-101239-3

Marble size pellets. Works at any depth.
"Spread it and forget it!"

After

10 Ib. bag

treats up to
4,000 sq.ft.
$81.00.

- 50 lb. bag
treats up to
20,000 sq.ft.
$319.00.

FREE SHIPPING! Certified and
approved for use by state agencies.
State permit may be required.
Registered with the Federal E. P. A.

800-328-9350

KillLakeWeeds.com/587

Order online today, or request free information.

3,
== AQUACIDE CO. F#:iF
PO Box 10748, DEPT 587
White Bear Lake, MN 55110-0748 .-_'P;C .

FS 45 TRIMMER

$1599

Easy-to-use,
well-balanced trimmer

BG 55 Lightweight, reliable
ELA(;\IV?/EIELD $1 4999 and fast-star’ting

__*_ ‘*Q\,ﬂ

Proven handheld blower
at an affordable price

Great for quickly cleaning driveways,
sidewalks and hard-to-reach places

SPEIAL | !gg

with purchase of select STIHL products

Includes hearing pr s and

protective glasses SCAN HERE
$39% CDC-SRP! Offer good through 6/30/12 with to see more
purchase of select units.* See dealer for details. pmmotions

STIHLdealers.com



Clean coils mean higher efficiency

In addition to regular
maintenance by a
professional, keeping
your air-conditioning
unit free of debris and
dirt can help keep it
running efficiently.

It is wise to make sure your existing
central air conditioner is running as
efficiently as possible to reduce your
electric bills. And the way this summer
started your air conditioner may get

a real workout. It might even be time
to consider a new heat pump or air
conditioner.

The easiest way to determine the
savings from installing a new central air
conditioner is to compare the SEER
(seasonal energy efficiency ratio) of
your existing model to that of a new
model. You can be pretty sure your
existing unit is not operating more
efficiently than when it was brand new,
so the savings from this comparison
will be on the conservative side.

There are some things you can do
yourself to keep your existing central
air conditioner running as efficiently
as possible. This does not preclude
having regular professional service
calls, though. Technicians have special
equipment and pressure gauges to
check the internal components of
the system, which is impossible for a
homeowner to do on his or her own.
Regular service calls can also extend
the life of a central air conditioner.

It helps to have an understanding
of how an air conditioner works. It
operates on a delicate balance of air
flow rates over the indoor and out-
door coils and proper pressures of the
refrigerant. The compressor compresses
the refrigerant to make it very hot. This

Photos by James Dulley

Remowve garden tools and other items from around the central air conditioner
condenser unit so the air flow is not restricted.

hot liquid is hotter than the outdoor
air, so it loses heat to the outdoor air
through the condenser coils.

'The cooler refrigerant then goes
through an evaporator, which makes
it very cold. This is similar to how
your skin cools off when perspiration
evaporates. This cold refrigerant flows
through the indoor coil. The blower
moves indoor air over these cold coils,
which cools your house air. At the same
time, water condenses on the cold coils
so the indoor air is both cooled and
dehumidified.

As you can see, getting adequate air
flow through the outdoor condenser
coils is important for efficiency so the
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refrigerant will be colder when it gets
indoors. It can really help efficiency to
make sure weeds and shrubs have not
grown too close to the outdoor unit
and impede air flow. Also, don't rest
rakes or other items against it which
may block air flow.

Switch off the circuit breaker to
the unit and remove the outdoor
cabinet. Clean out any debris that has
accumulated inside it, which may block
the coils. You don’t have to make it
spotless, though. If fins have been bent
over in spots, try to straighten them out
enough so more air gets through.

It is important that all the screws
holding the cabinet sections together



Q@ Pull the
handle from
the secondary
power switch
to the outdoor
condenser unit
to be certain the
electricity is off.

Clean leaves and other debris from the top of the central air
conditioner or heat pump, even though many will blow away

by themselves when the unit starts.

‘ Make sure all the screws, which hold
the housing panels on the outdoor
unit, are tight so there is minimal air

leakage.

are tight when you reinstall the
cabinet. Even if it is clean and you do
not remove the cabinet, check all the
screws. If they are loose, leaks will draw
air in gaps instead of through the coils
as designed.

Just as the proper amount of air
flow is important through the outdoor
coils, it is also important through the
indoor coils. With the circuit breaker

still switched off, remove the side After the electric »
cover on the indoor unit to expose the power is switched off
evaporator coils and the blower. When to the unit, remove a
you reinstall the cover, make sure to side cover and clean

out debris.

tighten the screws.

Quite a bit of dirt can accumulate
on the indoor coils, blocking air flow
and insulating them from the air. This
is because the coils get damp when
the air conditioner is running and dirt

‘ Remowve the

sticks to it. Wipe the coils and then use side cover from
the brush attachment on your vacuum the indoor air
cleaner to clean them and the blower as handler unit
well as possible. and clean off the
Even though everyone has heard to evaporator coils
change the blower filter regularly, most (a heat pump is
shown).

people don't do it. At the beginning

of the cooling season, change the filter
whether you think it is dirty or not. A
dirty filter increases air flow resistance,
which reduces efficiency. Check the
joints in the ducts for any air leaks.

Seal them with aluminum tape or black
Gorilla duct tape.

Send inquiries to James Dulley,
linois Country Living, 6906
Royalgreen Drive, Cincinnati, OH
45244 or visit www.dulley.com.
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- Finest Cooking

Chicken Enhilada Bake
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Chicken Enchilada Bake (above)

8-10 medium flour tortilla shells
4 chicken breasts, shredded or a

rotisserie chicken, shredded
1 (15-0z.) can chicken broth

2 (14-0z.) cans cream of chicken soup

=
-

&

1 pkg. Mexican blend shredded cheese,
divided

1 sm. can sliced black olives, opt.

Chopped green onion, opt.

Sour cream, opt.

Place chicken, cheese, onions and olives on tortilla shells. Roll up each shell and place

in a 9x13-inch baking pan. Heat soup and broth together in a saucepan. Stir until well
blended. Pour over tortilla shells. Bake at 350 degrees for 20-30 minutes. About half way
through baking time, sprinkle remaining cheese on top and allow to melt. Serve as is,
or with a dollop of sour cream.

Jalapeiio Chicken Dip (below)

3-4 chicken breasts, seasoned, cooked
and shredded

3 (8-0z.) pkgs. cream cheese, softened

3 cans cream of chicken soup
1 (12-0z.) jar Jalapefios, undrained

Mix together all ingredients into a saucepan until cheese is melted. Transfer to a crock pot
and keep on warm. Serve with tortilla chips or corn chips.

Jalapeno Chicken Dip

Just Divine
Who: St. John Vianney Women's Society

in Sherman

Cost: $15, including shipping
Details: soft-backed, comb-bound
Pages of recipes: 180

Send checks to: Janet Kalb,
121 Crown Point, Sherman, IT. 62684
or call 217-741-7129

Pineapple Cookies

2 C.sifted flour

1 tsp. baking powder
1 tsp. baking soda

1 tsp. salt

1/2 C. soft butter

1 C. granulated sugar
Legg

1 tsp. vanilla

1/2 C. chopped pineapple, drained
1/4 tsp. nutmeg

1°T. granulated sugar

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Sift together
flour, baking powder, baking soda and

salt. Mlix butter, sugar and egg together
until creamy. Add dry ingredients to wet
ingredients and mix. Mix in pineapple.
Drop by teaspoons on an ungreased cookie
sheet. Mix nutmeg and sugar together and
sprinkle on top of each cookie. Bake for
10 minutes, or until golden brown.

Pasta Diablo

2 tsp. extra virgin olive oil

1 onion, chopped

1-2 T. minced garlic

2 (15-0z.) cans diced tomatoes
1 (16-0z.) can tomato sauce

2 T. dry red wine

1/2 tsp. sugar

1/4 tsp. salt

1/4-1/2 tsp. crushed red pepper flakes
1/4 C. chopped parsley

1/2 1b. thin spaghetti

In a large nonstick sauce pan, swirl the
olive oil evenly in the pan and heat over
medium heat. Add onion and garlic, stir-
ring frequently until golden, about 8 min-
utes. Add tomatoes, tomato sauce, wine,
sugar, salt and red pepper. Bring to a boil.
Reduce heat and simmer uncovered, until
the flavors are blended and the sauce is
slightly thickened, about 20 minutes. Stir
in parsley. Meanwhile, cook the spaghetti
according to directions. Drain and divide
into 4 servings. Spoon sauce over noodles.



Recipes From The Heart

Who: ETC Club of Mason City
Cost: $13 including shipping
Details: soft-backed, comb-bound
Pages of recipes: 126

Send checks to: Lindsey Bruce,
915 W. Chestnut, Mason City, IL 62664
or call 217-482-9477

Monster Cereal Bars

1 stick butter
1 (10-0z) bag marshmallows
1/3 C. peanut butter

5 C. Rice Chex Cereal

1 C. broken pretzel sticks } - )
1 C.M&Ms . .

Melt butter and marshmallows in a sauce-
pan over medium-low heat. Add peanut
butter and stir until incorporated. Re-
move from heat. Add cereal, pretzels and
M&Ms. Place in a slightly greased 9x13-

inch pan. Cut into squares once cooled.
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Monster Cereal Bars

Pineapple Pretzel Fluff

1 C. coarsely crushed pretzels

1/2 C. butter, melted

1 C. sugar, divided

1 (8-0z) pkg. cream cheese

1 (20-0z.) can crushed pineapple,
drained

1 (12-0z.) ctn. frozen whipped
topping, thawed

In a bowl, combine pretzels, butter and
1/2 of the sugar. Press into a 9x13-inch
baking pan. Bake at 400 degrees for

7 minutes. Cool. Meanwhile, in a mixing
bowl, beat cream cheese and remaining
sugar until creamy. Fold in pineapple and
whipped topping. Chill. Before serving,
break pretzel mixture into small pieces;
stir into pineapple mixture.

Visit www.icl.coop to see
an archive of past
lllinois Country Living recipes.

Photos by Catrina McCulley Wagner

Creamy Cajun Chicken Pasta

4 boneless, skinless chicken breasts,
cut into thin strips

8-0z linguine, cooked al dente

4 tsp Cajun seasoning

4'T. butter

2 thinly sliced green onions

2 C. cream

4T chopped sun-dried tomatoes

1/2 tsp. salt

1/2 tsp. dried basil

1/4 tsp. garlic powder

1/2 C. grated Parmesan

Place chicken and Cajun seasonings in
a bowl and toss to coat. In a large skillet,
over medium heat, saute chicken in butter

until chicken is tender, about 5-7 minutes.

Reduce heat and add green onion, heavy
cream, tomatoes, basil, salt, garlic powder,
and black pepper and heat through. Pour
over hot linguine and toss with Parmesan
cheese, If sauce is too thick, add a little
more cream to desired consistency.

Chicken Salad Cups

1 pkg. refrigerated pie pastry

2 C. diced, cooked chicken

1 can unsweetened, crushed
pineapple, drained

1/2 C. slivered almonds

1/2 C. chopped celery

1/2 C. shredded Cheddar cheese

1/2 C. mayonnaise

1/2 tsp. salt

1/2 tsp. paprika

Topping:

1/2 C. sour cream

1/4 C. mayonnaise

1/2 C. Cheddar cheese

Cut each sheet of pie pastry into 14
1/2-inch rounds; re-roll scraps and cut

out additional circles. Press pastry onto the
bottom and up the sides of 14 ungreased
muffin cups. Bake at 450 degrees for 6-7
minutes or until golden brown. Cool on
wire rack. In a bowl, combine the chicken,
pineapple, almonds, celery, cheese, mayon-
naise, salt and paprika; refrigerate until
chilled. Just before serving, spoon two
rounded T. of chicken salad into each pastry
cup. Combine sour cream and mayonnaise;
spoon over filling. Sprinkle with cheese.
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Pywered Up

Telemedicine

'The new pulse of rural health care

Right now, the state of Illinois is in
the midst of developing its broad-
band infrastructure. And, there are

so many interested parties out there,
either keeping a watchful eye on the
development, or actively taking a role
in shaping the future of Illinois broad-
band that the situation can become
very convoluted.

Still, if you were to ask, most would
agree that aside from the actual net-
work infrastructure itself, one of the
biggest needs lies with educating citi-
zens on the use of high-speed broad-
band services. To that end, this month
I will focus on the rural medical com-
munity’s use of broadband services.

Broadband allows patients in rural
areas to access urban networks of spe-
cialists and experts. Charlene Shallow,
Nurse Practitioner from Prairie
Cardiovascular Consultants says,
“Technology has assisted us in our
ability to significantly impact the care
that we provide in rural areas in many
ways. In cardiology we are now able
to read a number of tests that are done
in outlying facilities.”

Just think of that! During an emer-
gency, rather than waiting to be rushed
to a specialist who may be many miles
away, patients can now have their tests
sent ahead of them. The time saved can
mean the difference between life and
death. And, there are so many more
potential applications.

The American Medical Association
(AMA)comes down heavily in favor
of broadband use in mobile health as
a new frontier in health innovation.
By employing broadband technol-
ogy, physicians download diagnostic
data, lab results, images and drug
information to handheld devices like
PDAs and smartphones. Emergency
medical responders use field laptops
to keep track of patient informa-
tion and records. Patients use health
monitoring devices and sensors that
accompany them everywhere. These
aren't plans for the future. These types

of applications are happening now.
“In Cardiology we also have the
ability to do ECG analysis from the
ambulance. This can save precious
time. Now if a patient activates 911,
the ambulance arrives, does an ECG
and remotely sends it to the physi-
cian for an instant read. If it appears
they are having a heart attack, they are
diverted to the city instead of going
to their local facility. In a heart emer-

- '....
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Tools like the Philips wireless monitoring

devices allow doctors and patients to keep in

touch remotely.

gency saving precious minutes can
make all the difference because ‘time
is muscle’ when you are having a heart
attack,” says Shallow.

And there is a huge cost savings
inherent in utilizing broadband ser-
vices as well. According to one study
often cited by the AMA, electronic
health record systems have the poten-
tial to generate net savings of $371
billion for hospitals and $142 billion
for physician practices from safety and
efficiency gains over 15 years. Potential
savings from preventing disease and
better managing chronic conditions
could double these estimates.

Hosted Electronic Health Record
(EHR) solutions tend to be more
affordable and easier-to-manage alter-
natives for small physician practices

24 ¢ lllinois Country Living * www.icl.coop

and clinics. In certain settings, they
cost on average 20 percent less than
on-site solutions, reduce the need

for internal I'T expertise and provide
timely updates to clinical decision-
support tools. The e-prescribing com-
ponent of EHRSs helps avert known
drug allergic reactions and potentially
dangerous drug interactions.

And of course, with broadband
extended services available not only at

the doctor’s office, but also in the
patient’s home, even more appli-
cations become possible in the
realm of remote patient moni-
toring. This enables early detec-
tion of health problems, usually
before the onset of noticeable
symptoms.

“We have patients who have
special pacemakers and for them
we now have a baby monitor
type device that sits beside the
bed and downloads information,
alerting us to subtle changes that
could indicate potential future
problems,” says Shallow. Earlier
detection allows earlier treatment

and, therefore, better outcomes.
For example, after an initial hospi-
talization for heart failure, 60 per-
cent of patients are readmitted at least
once within six to nine months.

Keep in mind that all of these solu-
tions are in their infancy. If you were
to compare all of the applications
available just a few years ago to what is
available today, the differences would
be amazing. And, where we're going is
going to be even more fantastic.

Ed VanHoose is the
Digital Communications
Administrator/IT Manager
for the Association

of lllinois Electric
Cooperatives in Springfield.

evanhoose@aiec.coop



Central/ Southern Illinois
Properties Wanted: Horse, Hobby
or Mini Farms, Land, Recreational,
Victorians, Country Homes, Estates,
Log & Lake Houses. We are the
Illinois specialist and have the #1
Premier Marketing Program designed
for these properties! Ads in 119
newspapers, outdoor magazines,
horse show programs & hear us on
WIND radio in Chicago. Your best
chance to be in Illinois’ largest

MLS with 30,000 members. Buyers
say they see us everywhere. Our

#1 dedicated country website
www.FarmAndLakeHouses.com has
top rankings. Only our listings are
seen by 45,000 people thru our Real
Estate Booths at Ag, Sport, Boat

& Outdoor Shows in Schaumburg,
Joliet, Tinley Park, Springfield,
Bloomington, Gordyville, Peoria

& Yorkville. 21 years of experience

- selling full time, 364 days a year!
Call Farm and Lake Houses Real
Estate & Broker Jerry Grodesky
(217) 386-4220

Reed Cutlery at www.reedcutlery.com.

Knives and accessories for the hunter,
collector, farm, home and work. Use

coupon NE2012A.

For sale: Taylorville Bed &
Breakfast, established 1994. Turnkey,
8 guest rooms. AAA 3 diamond.
Private baths. New innkeeper
quarters. www.marketstreetinn.com.

217-827-3435.

Lake Weed and Algae Control.
"Mother Nature's Way." No
chemicals. Biological method with
live bacteria that dissolves plant
nutrients, black muck, and rotten egg
odor. Controls all aquatic vegetation.
Proven product. Guaranteed results.

309-826-8444.

First Street Restaurant Equipment
used slicers, tenderizers, grinders,
meatsaws, ss sinks, tables. New

and used cooking equipment, pot-
tery wheels and kilns. 2615 So.
First, Springfield, 217-522-3934,
217-971-8592.

For sale: Greenhouse Hydroponic
equipment, Dutch buckets, 5 pools,
meters and many automatic irrigation
timers, Wadsworth Step 50H
controller, jet pump. 815-848-3480.

Guest House Vacation Rental.
Elizabethtown, IL. 2BR, 2Bath.
Overlooking Ohio River. Near
Garden of the Gods/Shawnee Forest.
www.Hardincountybluehouse.com

618-876-9118.

100 year-old country grain elevator
located in Boody, IL. 6 mi south

of Decatur, IL. on Rt #48. This
landmark: made of seasoned wood,
covered in sheet metal, is adjacent

to the old Wabash railroad - now

the Norfolk Southern - on 1/2 acre.
Don't miss this opportunity to own a
slowly vanishing piece of Americana.

Cell: 217-412-3008.

Remember Mother’s Day!

piece, or we can give you CASH.

Schramm-Bacher

HOURS:
Tues—Fri 10:00 AM-5:30 PM
Sat 10:00 AM-3:00 PM
Closed Sun & Mon

Let us create an extraordinary custom-made treasure that will be cherished
for years to come, or choose from our new or estate jewelry collections.
You can use any gold, platinum or silver items as a trade-in on your new

& Gemalogists

“We create memories for a lifetime”
www.schramm-bacher.com

217-698-0400

2581 S. MacArthur Blvd.,
Suite A
Springfield, IL 62704

Market Place

In Johnson County, 42 acres,
modular home, large machine
shed, extra road front lot. Visit
http://bigbrick.com/172360 or call
217-493-3332.

For sale: Historic hotel in
small NW IL community. See
www.hotelglenview.com for
information.

Miniature Mediterranean donkeys.
Pet, show and breeding quality. Gray
duns, chocolates, spotteds and blacks.
Visitors welcome. Canton, IL. 309-
647-7162. www.copperascreek.com.

Wanted to buy: Standing timber. All

species. Pay top price. Clear or select
cut. Call 815-434-4141.

Cabins in Shawnee Forest of
Southern Illinois. Five cabins of all
sizes with all amenities. Near Garden
of the Gods, Rim Rock Hiking

area, Pounds Hollow Lake, Cave in
Rock State Park and much more. Pet
friendly. Excellent reviews. Check
www.rimrocksdogwoodcabins for

availability. 618-264-6036.
Fish, Camp, Relax. 319 wooded

acres w/80 acres of water. Permanent
camp sites w/full hook-ups. sand
beach, beach house, swimming, paddle
boating, petting zoo, playground,
much more. Private Club. Annual
memberships. Gibson City Fishing
Camping Club. 309-826-8444.

Wanted to buy: Standing timber,

most species. Pay top prices. Call
217-285-2760.

Visit...EarthOutdoor.com
* 50 Shote Rural Diaves eoch Month!

* 50 Stohe Vocalion Spol Search
» 50 Shale Rewl Edlale Search

WANTED!..  Rural Diary Writers!

DIMENSION BUILDINGS

Best Buildings at the Best Price
For a Complete 30x50  opiy
Deluxe Pole Barn Package $3:650
CALL (618) 997-9568
www.dimensionbldgs.com

All Sizes Available Marion, IL
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4' white pine trees, delivered,
planted, mulched. $64.50 and

4' Norway Spruce $79.50 per tree.
Buy 10 get 1 free. Call for other
sizes, varieties or shades. Price may
vary depending on geographical
location. www.atwoodtrees.com.

Call 217-886-2316.

Vacation cabins-Ohio River,
Shawnee National Forest,
Elizabethtown, IL. Cedar Hill River
Cabins, Ohio River National Scenic
Byway, www.cedarhillriverresort.com.

217-652-4257.

Stay and Play in Southern Illinois'
Hardin County. Shawnee Forest, Ohio
River, Garden of the Gods, Cave-
in-Rock. www.hardincountyil.org.
Ilinois Mile After Magnificent Mile.
618-287-4333.

Vacation Rental Gulf Shores, AL.
Beach condo. 2BR/2BA/WD/Pool/
Elevator/Covered Parking/on the

beach. www.ourgulfbeachcondo.com.

314-210-8967.

Earn $2,000 to $5,000/mo. without
leaving your job! To find out what
others are doing call 866-274-0657.

Nigerian Dwarf Dairy Goats -
pets, milers and breeding stock.
Hobbyycroft Nigerians - Shelbyville.
217-774-4509.

Quilting and crafting. Staying at
Sassafras Hill, Dongola, lets your
creativity flow for a day, weekend or
longer. southernillinoisvacationrental.

com. 618-697-8148.

Authorized Rainbow distributor.
Repairs, supplies and service. Living
air purifiers. L&L Distributing, 116 S.
VanBuren St., Newton, IL 62448.
618-783-3755.

Insulation. 4x8 sheets, foil-backed
foam. Also rolls of foil-bubble
pak-insulation. All factory seconds.
www.nichols5.com.Contact Ken

Nichols, 800-424-1256.

Fiberglass corrugated, 26-inch wide.
8-12- foot long. 8 ft.-$6. 12 ft.-$9.
Large supply, all colors. Dongola, IL.
618-827-4737.

Geothermal filters, off-sized or regular
filters, quality custom made at low cost.
www.filtersabcgeothermal.com to order

or call with questions 217-379-2400.

Railroad Ties. Great for landscaping
or log buildings. Solid oak. 8ft 6x6.
$5.00 each. You pick up! Petersburg
area. 217-741-5732.

Lighthouse 32' tall, 12'7" in diameter,
4 floors, electric, windows, top obser-
vation deck with handrails, lifetime

exterior finish. 618-475-2073.

Midwest Bird and Animal Swap
& Sale, April 29 and May 27,

at Monroe County Fairgrounds,
Waterloo, IL from 5:30 to Noon.
618-939-6809.

Open pollinated seed corn.
$50/BU. Out produces hybrids
for silage. Excellent for grazing.
Very leafy. High feed value grain.
217-857-3377.

It's planting time. We have white
pine and Norway Spruce to plant as
wind break or privacy screen. Call
John at TurfGreen Landscaping.
217-793-1114 or 217-306-0248.

How to place an ad:

1) Type or print ad neatly.

2) Count words. Cost is $30 for up to the
first 20 words. $1.50 each additional
word. Ads with insufficient funds will not
be printed.

Prepayment is required. Include check
or money order with ad for amount due.
Also include address label from lllinois
Country Living or other proof of lllinois
electric cooperative membership. Only
members of lllinois electric cooperatives
may place Marketplace ads.

Mail to: lllinois Marketplace, PO. Box
3787, Springfield, IL 62708, by deadline.
Deadlines: July issue — May 21;
August issue — June 20.

We reserve the right to reject any advertisement. Ads

postmarked after the deadline will be placed in the next
available issue.

w
=

=
=

= Produces

Advertising in lllinois Country Living

Illinois Country Living has the
right recipe for getting your

f Ingredients:

of 40 minutes per issue

service

® 416,300 readers who spend an average

e 88% have read 3 of the last 4 issues
® 79% have read 4 of the last 4 issues

® 22% have bought/requested
information/recommended a product or

\ advertising message out!

® 65+ years of tradition

® |argest downstate, monthly publication

® Regular articles on: rural lifestyle;
energy efficiency; home improvement;
gardening; travel and tourism; health
and safety ... and of course, our recipes
and events listing.

Call Lisa Rigoni at 217-241-7953 or email her

at Irigoni@aiec.coop to get lllinois Country
Living into your marketing mix!
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The Association of lllinois Electric Cooperatives salufes . . .
A service that supports our farming community

While Farm Credit Services is
acknowledging 2012 as International
Year of the Cooperative, like other
cooperatives, it considers every year to
be something to celebrate.

Farm Credit Services of Illinois is
a farmer-owned and farmer-directed
cooperative that serves more than 8,200
farm families, rural landowners and
agribusinesses with competitive flex-
ible financing and crop insurance risk
management expertise. Created by the
U.S. Congress in 1916 to insure
farmers and rural America have
access to a dependable source of
financial capital,
Farm Credit is
still committed
to the mission
today. Although
the Farm Credit
System is a
Government Sponsored Enterprise
(G.S.E.), Farm Credit Services is com-
pletely self-sustaining and operates
without any financial support from the
federal government.

In Illinois alone, the support and use

2012

Year of

International /)/ A\

Cooperatives

of FCS shows phenomenal numbers.
In 2011, FCS granted 18,800 loans for
a total of $3.045 billion. Of that, $700
million went to operating and machin-
ery loans while $2.344 billion was allo-
cated for real estate loans. There are 19
office locations throughout the state to
serve the needs of participating farmers.
While it’s easy for Farm Credit to
take for granted how distinctly unique
it is, David Owens, President and Chief
Executive Officer for FCS in
Mlinois, says the Wall Street
crowd, which typically works
with corporations, might
find it peculiar.
Corporate America,
he says, often looks at the
financial interests of “own-
ers”and “customers” as
being in conflict. In coop-
eratives, the owners and
the customers are one in the same. Some
investors are especially puzzled to learn
that the boards of directors throughout
Farm Credit are mostly comprised of
farmers who are active Farm Credit
borrowers. It is almost inconceivable to

them, he says, that Farm Credit’s priority
is to maximize the customer’s value — not
maximize profit.

He succinctly explained one of the
largest benefits inherent in the coop-
erative model.

“Since co-ops are formed for a
specific purpose, they are focused on
the group of goods and services they
provide. This focus leads to the “best
in industry” specialization and specific
expertise. No other business is as focused
and no other business will possess the
same level of operational knowledge and
business intelligence for their industry
as a cooperative,” Owens says.

To learn more about Farm Credit
Services of Illinois, check out its web-
site: www.fcsillinois.com

In celebrating the International Year
of the Cooperative, we want to show our
support for the cooperative model. Please
Join us each month as we continue to fea-
ture a different cooperative that you may
recognize or might also be a member.
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Curbing copper theft

Attractive target can be costly and deadly

By Maurice Martin, Cooperative Research Network

Look at a piece of copper and you can see why it’s been
popular with artists for 10,000 years. Its reddish-orange
luster enhances jewelry and other decorative art. Ancient
weapon makers also found it useful — axes with copper heads
date back at least 5,000 years. More recently, engineers dis-
covered that copper was an excellent conductor of electrical
current.

In the past few years, copper’s popularity has seen an uptick
among another group: criminals. Whether it’s the tough
economy or methamphetamine users needing money to pay
for their next fix, the relatively high price of the metal has
led to a wave of copper theft. The Electric Safety Foundation
International (ESFI) estimates that there are more than 50,000
copper thefts from electrical utilities each year.

Substation Grounding

Copper is swiped from many places, including construction
sites, warehouses and abandoned homes. In some areas, crooks
drag away entire air-conditioning units so that they can remove
the copper tubing at their leisure.

But copper theft from utility poles and substations car-
ries a particular concern. Copper energizes current-carrying
conductors (wires) as well as playing a key role in grounding.

Substations — which contain expensive equipment for con-
trolling the flow of electricity from high-voltage transmission
lines to your home — must be grounded to the earth to prevent
damage from lightning strikes and fault currents. When your
co-op grounds equipment in a substation, it makes an electrical
connection to a buried network of wires, called a ground grid,
that dissipates the excess charge safely over a wide area.

But burying wires causes them to corrode.

“Buried aluminum undergoes galvanic corrosion and can
turn to dust in two years,” explains Emory Barber, Director of
Cable and Systems Engineering at Southwire Company, one of
the nation’s largest manufacturer of transmission lines. “Given
the same conditions, copper can last 60 years or more.”

Despite the extreme danger that comes with entering a
substation, the copper wire inside makes for an attractive target
— all a thief has to do is make a couple of cuts and get out. For
the relatively small value of the stolen copper, crooks leave a
mess that can be very expensive to clean up.

ESFI estimates the value of copper stolen from utilities
each year — whether grounding wire substations, grounding
wires off poles, or even power lines themselves — to be about
$20 million. But the financial impact can run three times that
amount. And when copper bandits strike, not-for-profit co-ops
have no choice but to pass the replacement costs on to their
members.

A substation or pole that’s left ungrounded becomes a dan-
gerous place. Sometimes the thieves touch or cut the wrong
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As the economy continues to remain shaky, and the price of
scrap metal shoots up, copper has become a target for theft
from electrical substations, which creates expensive clean-up

for co-ops and a potentially fatal risk for thieves.

conductors, exposing themselves to lethally high voltages.
Errant currents can damage electrical equipment, taking the
substation or line “down” and interrupting power to consumers.
'The electricity can even endanger co-op employees, causing
injury or death. ESFI estimates about 35 Americans die each
year because of copper or other metal theft.

Foiling Thieves

Southwire has addressed copper theft with a cable it calls
Proof Positive. This product comes etched with a unique
identifying code, serial number, and a website address that scrap
dealers can visit to see if the copper has been heisted. “The
Proof Positive system enables recyclers to identify the material
as stolen and alert law enforcement, often resulting in an
arrest and conviction,” says Charles Holcombe, senior product
development engineer with Southwire.

To prevent theft before it happens, co-ops have embarked on
multi-pronged initiatives. Many have launched intensive public
relations campaigns about the issue; others have partnered with
local Crime Solvers chapters and posted rewards. Some co-ops
are replacing much of the purloined wire with copper-clad
steel. Copper-clad steel, which has been around since 1915,
boasts the electricity-carrying properties of copper but contains
very little scrap value. Although bendable, it can’t be cut and
removed with normal tools — even hydraulic bolt cutters.

Also, keep in mind that no one should be in an electric co-op
substation except trained employees. Report any suspicious
activity to local law enforcement and your electric cooperative.
Your diligence can help stop criminals and may even save a life.

Maurice Martin is a senior program manager for the Cooperative
Research Network, a service of the Arlington, Va.~based National
Rural Electric Cooperative Association.
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call the RoOf Klng for your

Mobile Home Roofing Needs!

1-800-748-0645

Mobile Home Super Insulated
Roof Over Systems
40 Year Warranty
Factory Direct from Roof King

www.roofking.net

Design your own
floorplan at no charge!
Now available with
(GEOTHERMA!S
for only $7,900!
Ask About Our
[Sunzlracking]
SolanlSystems/]

www.DHSolar.net

We Specialize In Custom Duplexes & Multi-family!

8” Sidewalls, R-50 Ceilings,
20-year Windows, Lennox Furnace,
Kohler Plumbing, Tax, Delivery

& Crane Work included

v'Great New Floorplans!
v'Free Whirlpoo! Appliances!
v'Expanded Delivery Area!

Visit our website at:

1-800-627-9443

Corporate Office: (19 Models)

Prairie du Chien, WI 53821 1-608-326-6041
Burlington, 1A 52601 319-754-6100 (8 Models)
Edgerton, WI 608-884-6263 (5 Models)
Eldridge, IA 52748 (8 Models)

IStock(&s

Fast-Growing Trees

for windbreak, screen and shade -
some grow up to 6 feet per year! ﬁ

Call toll-free 888-749-0799
For FREE color brochure or to place an order

ADVANCED TREE TECHNOLOGY
www.advancedtree.com

America’s Oldest & Largest Rare Breed Hatchery
FREE COLOR CATALOG

Over 140 varieties of Baby Chicks, Bantams,

Turkeys, Guineas, Peafowl, Game Birds.

Waterfowl, Juvenile Fowl. Also Eggs, Incubators,
Books, Equipment and Medications.

Call 1(—390-4?6}-3280
ours a day,
Murray McMurray Hatchery,

(132, Webster City, lowa 50595-0458
Website: http://www. y.com

WARM FIIIEﬁ)P SANGAMON
FLOORS - RADIANT

uponor aqua pex tubing products
= for agricultural, commercial shop
floors and homes
(217)971-8592 « FAX (217)483-7973 « Evening (217)483-3223
John D. McMillan - Owner

uponor
e

Pre-Assembled CasCade 4000
Installs in Minutes! |5ting POND FOUNTAIN! %,,,%f“
Aerator df/w

MSRP ($1100) You Pay $649.85!

Complete with light & timer,
100 ft power cord, 1yr warranty!

FAST UPS shipping right to your door!
www.fishpondaerator.com

Call 7days/week!
(608) 254-2735

N
G’b?‘ee
<

MID-AMERICA

Pole Barn Co.

30 x 50 x 10 Galvalume
$8,200.00
Price includes material, delivery,
construction, factory trusses, screws
Open M - 8to5

1-866-456-0959
Price is subject to change without notice

TOPLINE STEEL BUILDINGS

PresEngmeered Steel Bmldmgs
ISAVERTHOUSANDS;)
onfkaciony] Rricing !l
Ask about our Outstanding Warranties.
1-800-369-3882

www.toplinebuildings.com
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1-3 71st Annual Harvard Milk Days.
Oldest Festival in state. Parade,
10K milk runs, grilling competi-
tions, arts and crafts, tractor show,

hot air balloon launch, bed races
and more. 888-363-6177.

7 Craft Show, Round House Cen-
ter, Inc., Beardstown. 8 a.m. to 4
p.m. 217-323-5242.

2-3 7th Annual Rochelle Railroad
Days. Rochelle. www.rochellerail-
roadpark.org

7-10 Superman Celebration. Metropo-
lis. Contests, food, comic book and

artist show. 618-524-2714.

Collinsville has more than a bite of
world's supply of horseradish

You can dip into the horserad-
ish, June 1 -3 when Collinsville hosts
its International Horseradish Festival.
Started in 1988, the community has
supported this annual event which
features its main crop. The area is
known for producing 60 percent of
the world’s supply of this ingredient.
Combined with the rest of southern
Illinois, that percentage tops out at
80- to 85-percent.

Festival visitors will have their
pick from food vendors who serve up
everything from deep fried horserad-
ish pickles to staples such as pot roast
horseradish sandwiches and spiced
up chicken and shrimp. Check out
www.horseradishfestival.net for a
more complete schedule.

9 Craft and Collector’s Caravan.
Pickneyville at the Square. 8 a.m.
to 3 p.m. Crafts, antiques, col-
lectibles and silent auction in Mc-
Daniel Furniture building at noon.
618-357-3243.

- Date Book - jume 2012

Pictured with Jim and Della Niemann, on the right, are The Chosen Ones, taken at a previous e

ngagement on the Niemann farm.

Jim Niemann, a Director of MJM Electric Co-op, and his wife Della, will host
their sixth annual “Gospel Concert on the Farm”beginning at 5:30 p.m.,
Saturday, June 9 at their farm in Litchfield. Featured this year are The Chosen Ones,
a gospel group from Manchester, I1l. The Niemann family, including Jim on washtub
base and Della on a guitar harp, will open the evening.

In addition to music, Jim’s 35-piece collection of Allis Chalmers tractors and
equipment will be displayed around the farm. Home-made ice cream and kettle corn
will be available. The event is open to the public, rain or shine. Attendees are asked to

bring their own lawn chairs.

Directions: The Niemann farm is located four miles south of downtown Litchfield
on State St./Niemann Trail, then turn east on 8th Ave., first house.

9 Annual Galena Territory Garage
Sale at the Territory Marina
Pavilion at Lake Galena. 8 a.m. to
1 p.m. Private home garage sales,

8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Maps at Pavilion.
815-281-0594 or 815-777-4825.

9 44th Annual Old Market Day -
Skills from the Hills, Galena.
Outdoor market at Old Market
House Historic Site, 123 North
Commerce Street. 815-858-3392.

9-10 Utica Garden Faire and Plant
Sale, Utica. 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturday. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sunday.
815-667-4856 or www.uticagar-
denclub.org

10 Home & Garden Tour. Alton and
Godfrey. Noon to 4 p.m. 618-467-
23675 or www.prideincorporated.org

15-17 Great Galena Balloon Race,
Eagle Ride Resort & Spa, Galena.
More than 20 hot air balloons, car
show, live music. 800-892-2269.

16-24 Annual Fields Project Fine Arts
Festival, Mix Park, Oregon. Lo-
cal and national artists show their
work on festival day. 815-734-6075
or www.fieldsproject.com

19-24 Annual Midsommar Swedish
Days Festival, Geneva. 630-232-
6060 or www.genevachamber.com/
festivals.html

20 “Treasures of the Mississippi,” Mark
Wagner, Education Director, Na-
tional Mississippi River Museum
& Aquarium at the Windmill Cul-
tural Center, Fulton. 6 p.m. 815-
589-3160.

23 Garden Tractor Pull, Antique Trac-
tor Show, Round House Center,
Beardstown. Weigh-in at 9 a.m.;
pulls at 10 a.m. 217-323-5242.

24-30 Ford County Fair, Melvin. Enter-
tainment for the whole family. 217-
379-2920 or www.fordcountyfair.org

29-30 Star-Spangled Shenandoah Pro
Rodeo and Fireworks. Shenan-
doah Riding Center, Galena. Fire-
works after show. 815-648-1971.

29- 175th Anniversary Celebration.

July 1 Sainte Marie. Entertainment,

huge parade. 618-455-3173 or

www.saintemariel75.com

Visit our website, www.icl.coop

To be considered for inclusion, please submit events in the format used above. Preference is given to events sponsored by non-
profit entities. Submitting an event is not a guarantee of publication. Photos are welcome, but will not be returned unless a self-
addressed and stamped envelope is provided. Events are subject to change, so please contact the event sponsor for confirmation.

Deadline: May 15 for August events. Mail to: Illinois Datebook, PO Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708. E-mail to: datebook@aiec.coop.
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Amazing NEW

SWINGING BOOM Power Loads/
Unloads logs, rocks, balled trees, etc.
with a back-saving winch.

EMPTIES CLEANLY every time, thanks
to steep, boom-assisted dump angle.

GALVANIZED BED AND FRAME
Perfect for ATV’s, compact tractors,
and lawn tractors.

PIVOTING, TANDEM WHEELS
“walk” over obstacles—haul loads
anywhere you can drive.

CONVERTS IN LESS THAN 5
MINUTES to a Stake Bed Trailer
for harvesting trees and hauling
long loads.

6 MONTH AT HOME TRIAL!
Try one at home with our 6 Month
money-back guarantee!

Power
unloading!

o LIFTS up to 440 Ibs.
o DUMPS up to 650 Ibs.

e HAULS up to 2000 Ibs.

Call Today for a FREE D
mee 1-877-201

www.DRpowertraile

STUMP REMOVAL
FAST & EASY!

ELIMINATE Landscape Eyesores
with a DR® STUMP GRINDER!

e EXPAND lawn areas.

e OPEN UP fields &
meadows.

e BLAZE new trails.
e REMOVE mowing hazards.

FREE

SHIPPING

For a Limited Time

The DR® STUMP GRINDER uses
carbide-tipped cutting teeth that take
over 400 “bites” per second, to
pulverize stumps into a pile of
woodchips. Quickly and easily,
you can grind any size tree
stump below ground level.
Gone forever!

Call for a FREE DVD & Catalog! |
wee 1-877-201-9253

www.DRstumpgrinder.com

Boom-Lift Trailer! =

The DR® VERSA-TRAILER™ is the FIRST trailer designed to
take the hard work out of loading and unloading!

1-Ton Model Shown—
1/2-Ton Model also available.

440 1b.

LIFTING

Power CAPACITY
loading! ]

74865X © 2012 CHP

FREE

SHIPPING

For a Limited Time

Practically
SELF-LOADING!

Watch the video online.

FREE
SHIPPING

For a Limited Time

Wlth the DR® POWER GRADER!

CARBIDE-TIPPED SCARIFYING TEETH loosen the hardest

composite surfaces.
smoothes washboard on gravel, limestone, dirt,
mee 1-877-201-9253

POWERED ACTUATOR allows you to control grading depth from
or sand roads without hauling in new material,
www.DRpowergrader.com

74866X © 2012 CHP

your towing vehicle with a remote control.
[6] e
A THIFAN
shoveling, or raking.

FILLS IN POTHOLES and wash-outs, and
Call for a FREE DVD & Catalog! ™




HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS

Quality Tools at Ridiculously Low Prices

LIFETIME WARRANTY

ON ALL HAND TOO!I

o rmmm==mmm=—=-—-—------—-

FACTORY DIRECT
TO YOU!

How does Harbor Freight Tools sell
high quality tools at such ridiculously
low prices? We buy direct from the
factories who also supply the major
brands and sell direct to you. It's just
that simple! See for yourself at one of
our 380 Stores Nationwide and use this
20% Off Coupon on one of our 7,000
products*, plus pick up a Free 9 LED
Aluminum Flashlight, a $6.99 value.
We stock Shop Equipment, Hand Tools,
Tarps, Compressors, Air & Power Tools,
Woodworking Tools, Welders, Tool
Boxes, Generators, and much more.

WITH MINIMUM PURCHASE OF $9.99

3-1/2" SUPER BRIGHT
NINE LED ALUMINUM
FLASHLIGHT

ITEM 65020/69052/69111

REG. PRICE $6.99

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1 Free item only avanable with qualifying minimum purchase |
(excluding price of free gift item). Cannot be used with any other discount or coupon. Coupon
not valid on prior purchases. Offer good while supplies last. Shipping & Handling charges may
apply if free item not picked up in-store. Coupon cannot be bought, sold or transferred. Original
c’gupo'? must be presented in-store, or with your order form, or entered online in order to receive 1
the offer.

Item 65020
shown

Valid through 8/30/12. Limit one coupon per customer and one coupon per day. I

RATCHET
LOT NO. 46807/ p
68975/60221 |

s $1 g9

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 9

This valuzble coupon s good anywhere you shop Harbor Freght Tools (retail stores, oiine, or 800 number).  Camnot be used
with any other iscount or coupon. Coupon not vald on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase date wih receip,
Oftr oot e Suples st Coupon ol be Bt s o tranlne.Orgal coupn st b presene ot o

with your order form, or entered online in order . . .I]I. “ .II . .

the Coupon iscout VA ough 85012, Lt

one coupon per customer and one coupon per day.
CENTECH.

AUTOMATIC

* Qver 20 Million Satisfied Customers!

* 1 Year Competitor's Low Price Guarantee
* No Hassle Return Policy!

* 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed!

Nobody Beats Our Quality,
Service and Price!

\. J

29 PIECE TITANIUM
NITRIDE COATED

CHARGER !

LOT NO.
42292/69594

tor no. DRILL BIT SET
' 5889

\ SAVE
5 60%

drilimaster

$999 REG.

Item
42292
PRICE

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 6

$24 99 # shown

This vluable coupon s good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (reai stores, online, or 800 number). Cannot
be used with any ofher discount or coupon. Coupon not vlid on prior purchases after 30 days from origina purchase

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 8 REG. PRICE $12 99

This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (etal sores, onlne, or 800 number). Gannot
be used with any other discount or copon. Coupon not vaid on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase
date with receipt. Offer good while supplis last. Coupon cannot be bought, sol. or transferred. Original coupon must
discount. Valid_through 8/30/12. Limit one

be presented in-slore, or with your order form,
or entered online in order to receive the coupon l
coupon per customer and one coupon per day.

ol gl_}l:]I’[‘l PUMP®
33% i | HEAVYDuTY

shown

date with receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or transferred. Original coupon must
be presented in-store, or with your order form,
o entered online in order to receive the coupon
discount. Valid through 8/30/12. Limit one I I l
coupon per customer and one coupon per day.
—_ ] l Bunker Hill Security*
1 .
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
| HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 4 HEG PHICE $29'99
§  This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or 800 number). Cannot
be used with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase
1 date with receipt. Offer good while supphes \ast Enupun cannot be bought, sold, or transferred. Original coupon must
] be presented in-store, or with y
1 or entered online in order to recelve lhe Coupun
1

discount. Valid through 8/30/12. Limit one
coupon per customer and one coupon per day.

e LI

I}ENIHALPNEIIMMII:
3 GALLON, 100 PSI X
OILLESS PANCAKE I
AIR COMPRESSOR

LOT NO. 95275
HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 5 REG. PRICE $7999

This vluable coupon s good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retai stores, onlie, or 800 number). Cannot
be used with any ofher discount or coupon. Coupon not vlid on prior purchases after 30 days from origina purchase
be.presented in-store, or vith your order form,
g anered nlne i cder 0 ete th coupon I I I l‘i-l EI.' .
1 coupon per cusmmer ann une cnupun per day. 1
b

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1 be
1

o entred online in arder o ocete the wunon

This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or 800 number). Cannot
be used with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on prior purchases. after 30 days from original purchase
be presented in-store, or with your order
or entered online in order to receive the CDHDﬂH
| i i
coupon per customer and one coupon per day.
30", 11 DRAWER
6 Drawer Top Chest
o 2 Drawer Middle Section .' 50
I
HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 3 1
This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or 800 number). Cannot |
date with receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or transferred. Original coupon must date with receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Cuupnn cannot be bought, sold, or transferred. Original coupon must I
e presented in-store, or with your order for 1
discount. Valid throt Limit one discount. Valid through 8/30/12.  Limit one . . l 1
coupon per customer and one coupon per day. 1

LOT NO. 68048/69227 !
HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 5
date with receipt. Offer good while supphes \ast Euupnn cannot be bought, sold, or transferred. Original coupon must I
discount. Valid through 8/30/12. Limit one
\‘ ” IS~ BENERAL

INCLUDES: AVE
3 Drawer Roller Cabinet

REG. PRICE $299.99 67421
be used with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase

e e A e ————

| HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1 Use this coupon to save 20% on any one single item purchased when

BAR CLAMP/SPREADER %\\?

REG. PRICE $5 49 ' HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 8 shown

.56
— BATTERY FLOAT p

1 s Wihamy it JSCOUT D Soupof Coupon T v o ol prEheses &
1 gl with ecopt, frgood e suple L. Coupon b bt s, of Y. Ol copon must

or entered online

W discount. Valid through 8/30/12.
1 coupon per customer and one coupon per day.

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 4

50 o5ty T EPURY o COUE. COUbO oY Vo Dt PTERGSe a3 B o O preRSe
gt it e Ofer goad il supls st Coupo cant be ougt, s, o ranstred. Ol coupn mist

of derd it n oider 10 ecee e coupor
discount. Valid through 8/30/12
J coupon per customer and one coupon per day.

1 2000 LB.
i ELECTRIC WINCH
: WITH REMOTE CONTROL

ITEM!

you shop at a Harbor Freight Tools store. *Cannot be used with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not
valid on any of the following: gift cards, Inside Track Club membership, extended service plans, Compressors,
Generators, Tool Cabinets, Tool Carts, Welders, Floor Jacks, Campbell Hausfeld products, open box items,
Parking Lot Sale items, Blowout Sale items, Day After Thanksgiving Sale items, Tent Sale items, 800 number
orders or online orders. Coupon not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase date with
original receipt. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or transferred. Original coupon must be presented in-store
in order to receive the offer. Valid through 8/30/12. Limit one coupon per customer and one coupon per day.

RESISTANT TARPI

LOT NO. 953/69136/69248 |

49

37 A] REG. PRICE $3.99

This valuable coupon s good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retil stores, online, or 800 number). Cannot be used
vith any other discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase date with receipt
Offer good hile supplies last. Goupon canot be bought, sold, or transtered. Orignal coupon must be presented in-stor, or

with your order form, or entered onlne in order to receive . .III I Illl . I

the coupon- discount, Validthrough 8/30/12.  Limit

one coupon per  customer and one. coupon per  day
Q‘g\“‘ MOVER'S

LOT NO.
93888

Item 953

QQ

REG.
PRICE

1000 LB.
CAPACITY

ARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 7 ]

his valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or 800 number). Cannot
ter 30 days from original purchase

e presented in-store, or

o ordr 1 fongie e cnu por
Limit one

18 VOLT CORDLESS
3/8" DRILL/DRIVER AND

FLASHLIGHT KIT
drilimaster
a LOT NO. 68287
Includes one 18V NiCd

battery and charger.

REG. PRICE $39.99

s valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (reail stores, onlin, o 800 number). Cannot

(WHEIm

e presented in-store, or with your order fo

Limitone

AND AUTOMATIC BRAKE ¢~
:$4999 7 |
$99.99 ’ngmio.

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 5
This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (etal stores, online, or 800 number). Cannot
be used with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not vaid on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase
date with receipt. Offer good whie supplies last. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or transferred. Original coupon must
e presented in-store, or with your order form,

or entered online in order to receive the coupon
discount. Valid_through 8/30/i2. Limit one
coupon per customer and one coupon per day.

380 Stores Nationwide

Order Online at HarborFreight.com and We'll Ship Your Order FedEx.
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