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NEW BADEN 
618-588-2402 
pedersonhvac.net

Keck Heating & Air 
Conditioning 
QUINCY 
217-223-5325 
keckheatingandair.com
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Commentary

Illinois electric co-ops are prepared for long-term

Historically low energy prices can’t last

To introduce myself, for the past 
several years I served as Director 

of the Illinois Power Agency (IPA). 
Th e IPA is the state agency created in 
2007 by the Illinois General Assembly 
to purchase wholesale power for 
certain customers of Ameren and 
ComEd, the state’s investor-owned 
electric utilities. In October 2011, 
I started a consulting service and now 
advise communities on their energy 
purchasing options.
 In my current capacity as an energy 
consultant, my job is price hedging. 
I identify risks, handicapping them 
for probability, and then explore what 
I can do to avoid those risks.
 Prices for the electricity com modity 
have been driven lower largely by 
demand erosion due to the troubled 
economy. Since we entered into this 
recession in 2008, Illinois has seen 
about a 9 percent decline in industrial 
demand. Th e big question is how long 
will this low electricity commodity 
price market continue.
 Conventional wisdom from the 
U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) 
indicates that the current price of 
9.8¢ for a kWh of electricity will drop 
to 9.2¢ by 2019. Without meaning 
to sound too critical, I would sug-
gest that the Energy Information 
Administration has perhaps over-
emphasized the role of low natural gas 
prices in making its projections. Th eir 
projected future electricity prices 
appear to me to be artifi cially low 
based on overly high expectations for 
new natural gas supplies.
 Th e U.S. DOE claimed that 410 
trillion cubic feet of recoverable shale 
gas was available in the Marcellus 
formation. Th e U.S. Geological 
Survey, the guys who know about 
dirt and rocks, claim that only about 
84 trillion cubic feet are available. In 
addition, any increases in regulatory 

Mark Pruitt, former 
Director of the Illinois 
Power Agency, currently is 
the Principal of the Power 
Bureau, LLC, an energy 
consulting fi rm.

requirements on natural gas “fracking” 
will likely reduce supplies and increase 
prices.
 Even if we get all of that supply to 
market, will prices stay low forever? 
Th e answer is no. In Europe and Asia, 
they will pay $12 to $15 a million btu 
for natural gas. We are paying $2 to 
$3 so there is a profi t incentive to get 
it from here to there. We are turning 
liquefi ed natural gas import terminals 
into export terminals. I believe that 
retail electricity prices will likely rise 
by 75 percent by 2019. And, I also 
see natural gas above $6 – or roughly 
double the current spot price.
 Electricity prices are driven by mul-
tiple elements including generation 
supply, transmission and distribution.
 On the generation supply side there 
is signifi cant potential for base load 
generation retirement, and the rate of 
public plant closure announcements is 
increasing.
 Can the eff ects of these retire-
ments be off set by new renewable 
generation? Likely not, because 50 
megawatts of wind or solar  generating 
capacity is not the same as 50 mega-
watts of dispatchable generation. 
Renewables may be the preferred 
policy option today, but they’re not 
the total solution to replacing lost 
base load generation.
 So where will replacement genera-
tion come from? Frankly, I don’t know, 
because that’s a policy issue that has 
been ignored for the last 15 years in 
the deregulated states. We don’t have 
a mechanism in the deregulated world 
to build new base load power plants. 
Th ere is not a 30-year contract model 
to support the capital necessary to 
build a new plant.
 So, we have a situation where 
 generating capacity is going off  
line but we don’t have new  capacity 
 coming on line. I think we can all 

agree that this will cause upward 
price pressure. More importantly, 
an  economic recovery will drive up 
energy demand. At the fi rst sign of 
true economic recovery I expect to see 
a lot of upward price pressure in elec-
tricity markets.
 Transmission also has some upward 
price pressures. We’re starting to see 
some plans from regional transmis-
sion operators that predict higher 
costs. PJM, which manages trans-
mission in the northern part of the 
state,  estimates that about $14 bil-
lion in transmission system upgrades 
are neces sary just to deal with plant 
 closures. Additionally, PJM estimates 
that integrating new renewables 
into the system will cost around $60 
billion.
 Distribution costs are also likely to 
rise. Th e investor-owned utilities are 
spending signifi cant sums of money to 
make long-overdue system reliability 
upgrades and all of this drives up dis-
tribution costs.
 All of these items, and more, lead 
me to believe that electricity costs for 
consumers are going up. 
 Where does municipal aggregation 
fi t into all of this? Municipal aggrega-
tion allows a county, city or village 
located in the ComEd or Ameren 
territories to step in and  negotiate an 
electricity supply contract for their 
residents. Right now,  municipalities 
are able to achieve signifi cant dis-
counts off  the Ameren or ComEd 

(Continued on page 7)
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Coralville, IA
319-541-0623
Advance Plbg. &
Mechanical LLC
Monmouth, IL
309-734-7473
Affordable Htg.
Anamosa, IA
319-241-4520
Allenhouse Inc.
Macomb, IL
309-837-1554
AtoZ Htg.
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217-620-3254
Albaugh PHC, INC
Tipton, IA
563-886-6247
Barrick Oltman Inc.
Washington, IL
309-444-4744
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Galesburg, IL
309-297-6010
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Mt Pulaski, IL
217-792-5593
Beardstown E&M Corp
Beardstown, IL
217-323-4400
Bieri Plbg. & Htg.
Aledo, IL
309-582-2798

Birch Heath and Home
Dubuque, IA
563-556-4832
Borders HVAC Inc
Keokuk, IA
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Cedar Rapids, IA
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Cedar Rapids, IA
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Thomasboro, IL
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Hometown Building Supply
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Isaacs Refrigeration
Pleasant Plains, IL
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JL Brady Co.
Moline, IL
309-755-5053
Kelly Htg.
Iowa City, IA
319-337-3520
Kelly Htg. & Plbg.
Muscatine, IA
563-264-1913
KNEAREM’S Commercial
Shelbyville, IL
217-774-4933
Kodiac Refrigeration Inc.
East Peoria, IL
309-822-8797
Liston Htg. & Clg.
Galesburg, IL
309-368-4431
MB Htg. & Clg.
Springfi eld, IL
217-544-4328

M & K Maintenance Solution
Peoria, IL
309-256-6129
M&M Home Mechanical 
Services
Canton, IL
309-647-3481
New Air Htg., Clg. &
Duct Cleaning
Thayer, IL
217-965-5578
Oehl Plbg. & Htg.
Amana, IA
319-622-3636
Oye’s Hardware
Arthur, IL
217-543-3348
Patterson Htg. & Clg.
Dubuque, IA
563-556-4587
Pete’s Htg. & Clg.
Springfi eld, IL
217-525-2665
Redell’s Htg. & A/C
Erie, IL
309-659-2535
R & S Htg, Clg. & Rfg.
Washburn, IL
309-868-0680
Sheeder Htg. & A/C
Stockton, IA
563-785-4669

Source One Htg. & Clg.
Erie, IL
319-721-9407
SubZero Htg. & A/C
Decatur, IL
217-972-5945
Sweeney Htg. & Air Inc.
Rochester, IL
217-498-2608
Tarter Brothers
Lincoln, IL
217-735-4117
The Lane Company Inc.
Blommington, IL
309-663-8412
Tonica Hardware
Tonica, IL
815-442-3415
US Air
Muscatine, IA
563-288-7247
Vandemore Plbg. & Htg.
Geneseo, IL
309-944-3354
Wisdom Htg. & Air
Erie, IL
309-659-7944
Woods Accu-Air
Ipava, IL
309-303-6141

DIG
Pull your savings from

the ground with Geothermal

PLUS Rebate up to $1,200
10 years P&L warranty Up to 70% utilities savings Financing available

DON’T DIG
Pull your savings from the air with
the NEW Extreme Heat pump*

30%
U.S. Tax 
Credit

30%
U.S. Tax 
Credit OR

*The Extreme inverter driven, air source heat pump eliminates the expense of installing a loop fi eld in your yard.
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Shimkus concerned about risk management 
and loans for farmers

Electric cooperatives were well represented at Congressman John Shimkus’ Ag 

Advisory Board meeting held at the offi  ces of the AIEC in August. From the left 

are Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative (RECC) members Mark Reichert 

from Auburn and Andy Goldman from Divernon, Wayne-White Counties 

Electric Cooperative member Martin Barbre from Carmi, Rep. Shimkus, Shelby 

Electric Cooperative member Gene Johnson from Nokomis, Illinois Rural Electric 

Cooperative Board Director Robert Reed from Nebo, RECC Board Director John 

Beatty from Waverly and RECC President/CEO David Stuva from Auburn. 

 Congressman John Shimkus 
(R-IL 19) held his Ag Advisory 
Board  meeting at the offi  ces of 
the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives in August. He voiced 

concern about passage of the Farm 
Bill, drought relief for area farmers 
and regulations on local community 
bankers.
 Shimkus said, “When the pictures 

of a national drought are from your 
district you know it has been a tough 
year. I’ve been all over my current 
district and parts of my new congres-
sional district and I think as we talk 
about the Farm Bill it is time to make 
the argument to my colleagues that 
this is why we have a program. It is 
for years like this. Th at is why you 
have an insurance process so farmers 
can do risk management. I did get 
to talk to the Speaker of the House 
yesterday and he understands risk 
management.
 “Another thing when we talk about 
risk management is loans. Th ere is 
real concern that the bigger banks are 
going to get bigger and squeeze out 
the smaller, local community banks 
because of rules and  regulations. 
I think that is very harmful to rural 
America. I think it is going to be 
harmful to our producers. I hope that 
we can start looking at that too. I’ve 
always been concerned about the 
movement to centralize the fi nancial 
industry into some major banks versus 
local community banks.” 

Illinois travel guide available online
 Th e Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity, Offi  ce of 
Tourism (DCEO/IOT) announced that the 2012 Illinois Travel Guide is now 
 available to consumers. Th e all-new guide combines a newsstand magazine look and 
feel with the practical information visitors expect from a travel guide. 
 “We are pleased to off er consumers a brand-new travel guide,” said Illinois Offi  ce 
of Tourism Deputy Director Jan Kostner. “It’s always exciting to show the variety of 
things to do and see throughout the state, and our travel guide is a great showcase for 
that. We’re confi dent that visitors will fi nd so much to do and see that they will stay 
longer and enjoy even more of Illinois this year.”

Th e new travel guide highlights the top attractions across the state by four regional 
sections, where visitors can fi nd the activities and accommodations to plan their 
ideal Illinois getaway. Th e new guide also integrates with the Enjoy Illinois mobile 
app and enjoyillinois.com to bring immediate travel resources to visitors. A digital 
 edition and tablet app gives travelers more options to plan their trip to Illinois.
 To view, download or order a free copy of the 2012 Illinois Travel guide, visit 
www.enjoyillinois.com and click on Travel Tools or call 1-800-2CONNECT to 
order a copy. 
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Linemen install osprey nesting
at Sangchris Lake State Park
 Th e Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR), in cooperation with Rural 
Electric Convenience Cooperative (RECC), installed two elevated platforms intended 
to attract nesting ospreys at Sangchris Lake State Park southeast of Rochester.

Ospreys – a bird of prey listed as an endangered  species in Illinois – nest in large trees, 
on rock  formations, or on artifi cial structures near lakes, ponds, rivers and streams, where 
the adults feed on fi sh. Elevated platforms like those installed by RECC at Sangchris 
Lake have been used successfully by nesting osprey at a number of  locations in the 
Midwest, including at the Lake Shelbyville Sullivan Beach area in central Illinois.
 “Park visitors, wildlife watchers and our IDNR site staff  and biologists have seen 
ospreys spending time in and around Sangchris Lake during  migrations each spring and 
fall, and we hope installation of these platforms will encourage more 
nesting pairs to produce chicks here,” said IDNR Director Marc Miller. 
“We appreciate the  cooperation of RECC in  providing the utility poles 
and platforms and installing them at Sangchris Lake as part of this 
wildlife restoration eff ort.”
 “Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative has always had a good 
working relationship with the State of Illinois and Sangchris State Park, 
and we are happy to assist the park with the installations of the osprey 
nest platforms to help build the population of these beautiful birds,” said 
RECC Manager of Operations and Maintenance Louis L. DeLaby. 

energy rates for the short term. Th e 
ability to book those kinds of savings 
as a practical matter will basically end 
in May of 2013. 
 My suspicion is that more than half 
of the municipal aggregations that 
have been formed will probably go 
away within two years. Municipalities 
are generally not risk managers, and 
their residents can leave the aggrega-
tion if prices get too high.
 First, it is important to remember 
that value is more than a low price. 
For example, electric co-ops are ahead 
of investor-owned utilities in terms of 
adding smart grid options. Th is new 
technology adds value in terms of 
 reliability and pricing options. Co-ops 
are in many cases also providing rural 
broadband, or helping with rural 
water system expansion and other 
economic development projects. Th at’s 
added value.
 Second, remember that price 

 stability is also a value. Th e electric 
market prices change every 5  minutes. 
Electric co-ops have ownership in 
real generating assets that are going 
to  protect members from rising 
prices over the long-term. While the 
 municipal aggregation approach is 
yielding some short-term  savings, 
we suspect that their prices will 
pop up when the economy recovers 
largely because they do not invest in 
 generating assets.

Th ird, remember that today is not 
forever. We can all remember not long 
ago when they said we were running 
out of natural gas. I also  remember 
something about nuclear plants  making 
electricity too cheap to meter. We all 
know that the market changes, and that 
prices rise faster than they fall. Electric 
co-ops have taken crucial steps to 
 prepare for the coming market changes.
 Lastly, there will always be people 
who will question and criticize every 

decision any leader makes. When you 
look at the long term, someone will 
say you should’ve gone short. When 
you buy, someone will say that you 
could’ve sold. I see price pressures 
and instability in today’s electricity 
 markets. My belief is that electric co-
ops have laid out long-term plans and 
will be better positioned than the rest 
of the market when prices rise.
 My Sunday school teacher used to 
ask, “When did Noah build the Ark? 
It was before the rain.” It was hard for 
Noah, with years and years of eff ort 
and everyone wondering why he did 
it. I personally believe that the state’s 
electric co-ops are doing the hard 
work necessary in the current chal-
lenging times to prepare for the long-
term best interests of their members. 
And, I would suggest that co-op 
members are likely to be thankful in 
the future for the foresight that co-op 
leaders have demonstrated.

Commentary (Continued from page 4)
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Illinois State Fair visitors get “energized”
 Th is year’s state fair featured a 
brand new area with renewable energy 
displays, activities, engaging safety 
and energy effi  ciency programs, guest 
speakers and giveaways – along with 
returning features like the arcs and 
sparks of live power line demos and 
other traditional favorites.
 It was all about “safe, smart, clean, 
and green” energy in the Illinois 
Energy Zone. Th e Energy Education 
Council (EEC) partnering with 
organizations across Illinois  provided 
nearly two dozen attractions.
 People of all ages learned from 
 riding on the energy bike, checking 
out the solar energy house, getting 
free Illinois popcorn popped using 
solar and wind energy,  seeing what 
geothermal energy is all about and 
fi nding out about  biomass, biofuels 
processing and more. And safety 
 programs were held several times 
each day, with special presentations by 
power lines accident survivors.
 Th e 18-foot energy effi  ciency 
wall created by the Illinois genera-
tion and transmission cooperative 

Prairie Power, Inc. allowed visitors to 
see what’s inside their walls to bet-
ter understand air and energy leaks, 
 insulation and sealing.
 “In recent years at the fair, we’ve 
seen growing interest in energy 
 effi  ciency and clean energy,” said 
Molly Hall, executive director of the 
Energy Education Council. “By part-
nering with the Illinois Department 

of Agriculture (IDOA), the Illinois 
Department of Commerce and 
Economic Opportunity (DCEO) and 
many other  organizations, we were 
able to show fair visitors what’s hap-
pening in the state with  renewable 
energy  technology, effi  ciency  measures 
and much more, sharing  valuable 
 information in a dynamic and 
 enjoyable way.” 

Co-ops ask DOE to consider larger water heaters
In 2012, the Department of Energy 

(DOE) announced energy- conservation 
standards for all water heaters – gas or 
electric, storage or instantaneous – and 
set specifi c  effi  ciency levels based on 
fuel type and size.
 For tank-type electric water  heaters, 
55 gallons or smaller, the new stan-
dard set the minimum energy factor 
at .96 (or 96% energy-effi  ciency). 
However, the DOE standard required 
electric water heaters with storage 
capacities of more than 55 gallons 
to have a 2.057 energy factor. Th is 
standard can be met only with heat 
pump water heaters, not conventional 
water heaters with resistance heating 
elements.

 For two years National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association has 
been in conversations with DOE 
explaining how this standard for 
large water heaters will disadvan-
tage electric cooperatives and their 
 member-owners, especially for those 
cooperatives using water  heaters for 
load management. Because of these 
concerns, DOE recently issued a 
request for information about its 
standards’ impact on utility demand 
response programs that use elec-
tric storage water heaters for load 
 management or electric thermal 
 storage (ETS).
 To allow 55-plus gallon water 
heaters to be manufactured and sold 

after 2015, DOE would need to clas-
sify them as “grid-interactive storage 
water heaters.” Electric cooperatives 
are proposing that the DOE should 
allow the manufacture and sale of 
grid-interactive storage water heaters 
that:
• • Are 55 gallons or larger in tank size;
• • Have (or are able to be equipped 

with) a switch capable of receiving 
communication from the utility that 
provides real time control of the 
water heater’s heating element; and

• • Have a member-owner agreement 
in which the consumer agrees to 
be enrolled in the utility’s demand 
response (load management) 
 program. 
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I have

an amazing wife 
who’s always 
by my side

two kids who always 
keep me on my toes

a family that gives 
me endless strength

I have

an amazing wife 
who’s always 
by my side

two kids who always 
keep me on my toes

a family that gives 
me endless strength

an electric cooperative that’s always 
looking out for my family.

At the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives, we get our strength from a family as well. 
It’s a family of over 730 cooperatives—who all work together. And together, we have strength. 
We have a greater ability to provide a reliable source of electricity. We also have greater 
purchasing power, which enables us to keep costs in check. Together, we’ll always be looking 
out for you, your family and your community.
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Cooperatives - true examples 
of grassroots organizations
 For more than 75 years the 
electric cooperative business 
model, when utilized eff ec-
tively by engaged members, has 
served as a valuable instrument 
to improve the quality of life in 
rural areas. Cooperatives - dem-
ocratically governed businesses 
that operate on an at-cost, 
not-for-profi t basis - are unique 
in their ability to focus on the 
needs of their members, and not 
on profi ts.

 Member-owned cooperatives 
come in many shapes and sizes. 
Agricultural co-ops, for example, 
fi ght for fair prices for farmers 
while marketing co-ops provide 
nationally known branding for 
products. Credit unions lend at 
competitive rates, while grocery 
co-ops give shoppers a say in 
what’s stocked on shelves. 
All co-ops, however, boast a 
common foundation of core 
principles that puts people fi rst.
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Cooperatives are the fabric of your community
 Every day, more than 29,200 cooperatives sup-
ply essential products and services to American 
consumers, touching lives in almost every way.
 Tomorrow at breakfast, check your morn-
ing paper. Many of the articles may be labeled 
“Associated Press” or “AP.” Th ose stories were 
written by individual reporters but distributed by 
a cooperative news organization.
 If your breakfast includes freshly squeezed 
orange juice, it may be from a Sunkist product. 
Sunkist is a cooperative formed by California 
and Arizona citrus growers.
 And the list goes on: Land O’ Lakes butter, 
Ocean Spray cranberry juice, Sun-Maid raisins, 
Welch’s grape jelly, Nationwide Insurance, Blue 
Diamond almonds, Ace Hardware, REI outdoor 
gear—they are all cooperatives. In fact, one out of 
every four Americans claims membership in some 
type of cooperative, including 91 million served 
by credit unions and 42 million connected to 
more than 900 electric cooperatives in 47 states.
 Although many in number, cooperatives diff er 
from “typical” businesses in one big way: they are 
organized for the benefi t of their members, not 
single owners or stockholders.
 “Co-ops are established when the for-profi t, 
investor-owned commercial sector fails to meet a 
need, either due to price or availability of goods 
and services,” explains Martin Lowery, National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association Executive 
Vice President, External Aff airs and former 
Board Chairman of the National Cooperative 
Business Association. “Th e co-op model works 
in housing, utilities, and in both rural and urban 
settings. Co-ops empower people to take control 
over their own economic destinies. When you’re 
a member of a co-op, you have a real say in the 
direction of that business. Th at’s critical – it helps 
the co-op rapidly respond to changing condi-
tions. As an example, a number of electric co-ops 
have branched out into other pursuits beyond 
electricity to meet pressing consumer and com-
munity requirements.”
 Beyond just providing power, rural electric 
cooperatives are committed to improving the qual-
ity of life of their rural member/owners. For exam-
ple, access to water suitable for drinking has been 
a challenge for many rural parts of the state. Many 
of the eff orts to form water co-ops in rural down-
state Illinois have been led by electric cooperatives 
and their leaders and they continue to assist in 
those ventures. And, electric and telephone co-ops 
are in the forefront in eff orts to provide rural areas 

with broadband services. Th ey know that access to 
high-speed internet is vital to economic develop-
ment, and to the health, education and welfare of 
rural areas. Th e demand for broadband in under-
served areas is in many ways similar to that of the 
demand for electricity in the 1930s, and those 
same co-ops that were birthed in that movement 
are the very ones working hard to get broadband to 
rural areas. Electric cooperatives are also concerned 
with the environment and are actively working to 
utilize alternative and renewable energy sources, 
including wind, solar and hydropower.

Co-op tradition continues to evolve:
• Credit unions fought off  the destructive 

cycle of payday loans by creating salary 
advance loans with low rates that placed 
part of the borrowing into a savings 
account helping members escape a cycle 
of debt.

• Marketing cooperatives added food 
nutrition labels to products long before 
it was required by federal law.

• Electric cooperatives lead the way in 
smart grid implementation—close to 
half have installed advanced metering 
infrastructure (AMI), with 30 percent 
integrating AMI or automated meter 
reading devices with various software 
applications, such as outage manage-
ment and geographic information 
systems.

 One major diff erence between electric coop-
eratives and stockholder-driven investor-owned 
utilities is that every home or business that 
receives power from an electric cooperative – 18 
million in 47 states – owns a portion of the util-
ity. As a result, anyone who receives cooperative 
electric service becomes a member/owner, not just 
a customer.

Membership matters
 Membership in a co-op matters because elec-
tric co-ops care about improving the quality of 
life in the areas they serve. From helping to put 
up lights at a county fairground to hanging barn 
quilts for a local display or taking donations for a 
local food bank, co-ops invest in local communi-
ties where their members live and work. Directors 
and employees want to see their communities suc-
ceed. Why? Th e answer’s simple: they live there, 
too. Local people working for local good.
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 Membership matters because members have a 
voice and a vote in how their co-op is governed. 
Th rough democratic control, members elect local 
individuals to serve on their board of directors. 
Control stays in the hands of fellow members, 
all of whom have strong community roots. Th ose 
individuals on the board of directors, along with 
those who work for your co-op, are your friends 
and neighbors.
 Membership matters because the co-op’s goal 
is to provide you with electricity at a price that 
is as close to cost as possible – that way, more of 
your money stays in your pocket, up-front. And, 
if there are excess revenues (called margins), they 
are returned to members in the form of capital 
credits based on electric use. 
 Th e bo ttom line: Membership matters because 
you matter to your electric cooperative -- you are 
one of its owners!

Family values
 Th e fi rst known cooperative in the United 
States was formed by Benjamin Franklin in 
1752. Th at organization, the Philadelphia 
Contributionship for the Insurance of Houses 
from Loss by Fire, still operates today.
 Most early cooperative development eff orts in 
the United States involved farmers trying to boost 
their buying and selling power. Of course, not all 
cooperatives engaged in agricultural marketing. 
Th e fi rst irrigation cooperative was organized in 
California in 1853. By 1857, Ohio and New York 
had adopted laws enabling the operation of coop-
erative (mutual) insurance companies. In 1865, 
Michigan passed what is believed to be the fi rst 
law recognizing the cooperative business model.
 Th e cooperative movement we know today 
traces its roots to a set of business guidelines 
drawn up by Charles Howarth, one of 28 weav-
ers and other artisans who founded the Rochdale 
Society of Equitable Pioneers in Rochdale, 

England, on Dec. 21, 1844. Th e tradesmen had 
banded together to open a store selling food items 
they could not otherwise aff ord, starting out with 
a meager selection of butter, sugar, fl our, oatmeal, 
and a few candles but soon expanding to include 
tea and tobacco. Eventually, the enterprise was so 
successful that the group was able to open a coop-
erative factory and textile mill.
 When introduced into the United States by 
the National Grange in 1874, these “Rochdale 
Principles” fueled a cooperative explosion. After 
being formally written down by the International 
Cooperative Alliance (ICA) in 1937 (and last 
updated in 1995), they evolved into the seven 
cooperative principles used today. Although stated 
in many ways, the seven cooperative principles 
hold that a cooperative must provide:

 Open and Voluntary Membership — 
Membership in a cooperative is open to all per-
sons who can reasonably use its services and stand 
willing to accept the responsibilities of member-
ship, regardless of race, religion, gender, or eco-
nomic circumstances.

 Democratic Member Control — Coopera-
tives are democratic organizations controlled by 
their members, who actively participate in setting 
policies and making decisions.  Elected represen-
tatives (directors/trustees) are elected from among 
the membership and are accountable to the 
membership. In primary cooperatives, members 
have equal voting rights (one member, one vote); 
cooperatives at other levels are organized in a 
democratic manner.

 Members’ Economic Participation — Mem-
bers contribute equitably to, and democratically 
control, the capital of their cooperative. At least 
part of that capital remains the common property 
of the cooperative. Members allocate surpluses for 
any or all of the following purposes: developing 
the cooperative; setting up reserves; benefi ting 
members in proportion to their transactions with 
the cooperative; and supporting other activities 
approved by the membership.

 Autonomy and Independence — Coopera-
tives are autonomous, self-help organizations 
controlled by their members. If they enter into 
agreements with other organizations, includ-
ing governments, or raise capital from external 
sources, they do so on terms that ensure demo-
cratic control as well as their unique identity.

 Touchstone Energy® is an alliance of 
local, consumer owned utilities around 

the country, committed to providing 
superior service at affordable rates to all 

customers, large and small. 

Touchstone Energy
Co-op Values:

Integrity

Accountability

Innovation

Commitment to
Community
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 Education, Training, and Infor-
mation — Education and training 
for members, elected representatives 
(directors/trustees), CEOs and em-
ployees help them eff ectively con-
tribute to the development of their 
cooperatives. Communications about 
the nature and benefi ts of coopera-
tives, particularly with the general 
public and opinion leaders, helps 
boost cooperative understanding.

 Cooperation Among Coop-
eratives — By working together 
through local, national, regional, and 
international structures, cooperatives 
improve services, bolster local econo-
mies, and deal more eff ectively with 
social and community needs.

 Concern for Community — Co-
operatives work for the sustainable 
development of their communities 
through policies supported by the 
membership.

 Th ese principles are underpinned by 
six ideals — the so-called cooperative 
values of Self-Help, Self-Responsibility, 
Democracy, Equality, Equity and 
Solidarity. In addition, ICA lists coop-
erative “ethical values” of Honesty, 
Openness, Social Responsibility and 
Caring for Others. 

Source: Megan McKoy - Noe, CCC,

National Rural Electric Cooperative Association

• Provide 2 million jobs with annual sales of 
$652 billion 

• More than 900 electric co-ops deliver elec-
tricity to 42 million consumers in 47 states 

• Electric co-ops own and maintain 42 
percent of the nation’s electric distribution 
lines that cover 75 percent of America’s 
landmass 

• Two million farmers are members of nearly 
3,000 farmer-owned cooperatives

• More than 7,500 credit unions offer fi nan-
cial services to 91 million consumers

• Approximately 233 million people are 
served by insurance companies organized 
as or closely affi liated with co-ops 

• Around 50,000 families use cooperative 
day-care centers

• Roughly 1.2 million Americans in 31 states 
are served by 260 telephone cooperatives

• More than 1.2 million families live in hous-
ing owned and operated through coopera-
tive associations

America’s 29,200 Cooperative Enterprises Build a Better World

Source: International Cooperative Alliance

Cooperatives regularly touch our lives through the products and services they provide. 
These are just a few examples of cooperatives you may fi nd on a daily basis.
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Safety & Health

Take steps to prevent electrical fi res in the home

Protect your family

The United States Fire 
Administration reports 

there are an average of 28,300 
residential electrical fi res each 
year,  causing 390 deaths, 1,000 
injuries, and nearly $1 billion in 
direct losses. Th e National Fire 
Protection Association notes that 
41% of those fi res were related to 
home wiring, cords or lighting.
 Safe Electricity wants con-
sumers to be aware that the 
majority of electrical fi res are 
 preventable and off ers some sim-
ple things to check for around the 
home: 
• • Make sure light bulbs are cor-

rectly rated for the fi xture in 
which they are being used. 
Do not use light bulbs with 
wattage that is too high for 
the fi xture. For example, using 
a 100-watt bulb in a 60-watt 
fi xture creates the danger of over-
heating and fi re. 

• • Keep lamps, especially those with 
halogen light bulbs, away from 
fl ammable materials such as drapes, 
clothing or paper. Turn them off  
when you leave the home.

• • Look for cracked or damaged cords 
and loose fi tting plugs on extension 
cords as well as appliance cords. 
Replace or repair damaged cords 
and plugs.

• • If an appliance has a three-prong 
plug, use it only in a three-slot 
outlet. Never remove the round 
grounding pin or force it to fi t into 
a two-slot outlet or extension cord. 

• • Replace any appliance or tool if it 
causes even small electrical shocks, 
overheats, shorts out or gives off  
smoke or sparks. 

• • Switch plates and outlet covers that 
are discolored or warm to the touch 
indicate a problem that should be 
checked out. Immediately shut off  

Molly Hall is Director 
of Safe Electricity. 
E-mail molly-hall@
SafeElectricity.org. Safe 
Electricity is a public 
awareness program of the 
Energy Education Council. 
www.EnergyEdCouncil.org

light switches that are hot to the 
touch and have them professionally 
replaced. Have an electrician check 
the wiring in your home if you 
fi nd popping and sizzling sounds 
in walls, lights that dim when 
other appliances are turned on or 
 frequently tripped circuits.

• • Use extension cords only 
 temporarily, not as permanent 
 wiring. Don’t overload them.

• • Do not place cords and wires in 
dangerous places such as under 
rugs, in high traffi  c areas where 
they can be trampled or in tight 
spaces where heat can build up.

• • To prevent overheating, allow 
air space around heat-producing 
 appliances such as TVs, plug-in 
radios, stereo sets, computers and 
high-wattage lamps. 

• • Do not exceed 1,500 watts of 
 appliance load for each outlet or 
circuit. 

• • Know where your circuit  breakers

  and fuse boxes are and how to 
operate them. Make sure the 
panel door is securely closed. 

• • When buying electrical 
appliances, look for products 
evaluated by a nationally 
recog nized laboratory, such 
as Underwriters Laboratories 
(UL). When using appliances, 
follow the manufacturer’s 
safety precautions. 

 Finally, protect your family by 
checking the operation of your 
smoke detectors and have an 
escape plan for everyone in your 
family. Check detectors every 
month and replace the batteries 
twice a year. Th e National Fire 
Prevention Agency reports that 
roughly 60 percent of reported 
home fi re deaths happened in 
homes with no smoke alarms or 
alarms that weren’t working. Also, 

develop and practice an escape plan 
twice a year in case of a fi re. A good 
plan is known by all household mem-
bers and includes an outside meeting 
location away from danger of the fi re. 
 If you must attempt to put out an 
electrical fi re, use a Class B/C or Class 
C rated dry fi re extinguisher. Never 
try to extinguish an electrical fi re with 
water! 
 Safe Electricity urges everyone to 
understand how electrical hazards can 
contribute to fi res and to take steps to 
keep your home and loved ones safe 
from electrical fi res. Learn more at 
SafeElectricity.org. 



For deep savings on your energy bills, look no further than your 
own backyard. With a ClimateMaster Heating and Cooling 
System, you get a 30% tax credit and can save more than half on 
your energy bill. ClimateMaster uses geothermal energy to tap 
the constant temperature of the Earth, keeping your home 
comfortable year-round. Best of all, a new system usually pays 
for itself in about five years and is a cleaner choice for the 
environment. If you’re ready to uncover extra cash each month, 
visit climatemaster.com. 

DIG HERE,
SAVE THOUSANDS.

An underground loop system and the constant 
temperature of the Earth combine to create a 
comfortable climate in your home.
 climatemaster.com

30% TAX CREDIT

CUT ENERGY BILL IN HALF

FINANCING AVAILABLE

Auburn, IL
Lonnie L Winn
Heating & Cooling

217-438-1235
Carbondale, IL
Jacobs Air 
Conditioning
& Heating, Inc.

618-529-2989

Champaign, IL
Lanz Heating
& Cooling

217-202-6858
Divernon, IL
Weidner 
Refrigeration

217-628-3400

Dubuque, IA
All Season’s  Heating 
&  Cooling, Inc.

563-582-2584
Jacksonville, IL
Aireserve
217-243-6531

Brennan Sheet Metal
217-245-7181

Marion, IL
Ponder Service, Inc.
618-977-8900
Pekin, IL
Central Heating
& A/C

309-346-6100
Springfi eld, IL
Aireserve
217-523-8594

Sugar Grove, IL
TRICO Mechanical
630-466-3662
Taylorville, IL
Yard Heating
& Cooling

217-824-4737

Tonica, IL
Town & Country 
Services Plumbing 
- Heating - Electric

815-442-3415
Villa Grove, IL
R C Plumbing
& Heating

217-832-9744
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David Robson is Extension 
Specialist, Pesticide Safety 
for the University of Illinois. 
drobson@illinois.edu

Yard & Garden

After a brutal summer trees and shrubs need water

It’s grow time for trees roots

While many take pride in 
their lawns, shredding 

hundreds of pounds in mental 
anguish this  summer, the smart 
gardeners look at their trees 
and shrubs as something more 
important.
 Th is is not to say that any 
misguided and misplaced intent 
to make sure the lawn remains 
green and lush through the worst 
summer in our recent memories, 
since they are limited to about 
fi ve years, is wrong. What some-
one does with their time, energy 
and money is their business.
 Still….
 Trees and shrubs suff ered this 
 summer. Th ankfully, the heat 
and drought did many of the 
 harmful insects in, so  damage 
to plants was somewhat abated. 
Somewhat. However, even a little bit 
of damage when the plant is down 
and out for the count is magnifi ed a 
hundred-fold.
 With apologies to Eric Idle, 
always look on the bright side of life, 
 especially when it comes to the woody 
ornamentals.
 While summer was brutal, fall and 
winter are more important. Vastly. 
 Tree and shrub roots hate hot 
temperatures. While tomatoes and 
cucumbers are thriving, the woody 
roots tend to shut down, just taking in 
enough water for the plant to survive. 
Th at’s all well and good when there’s 
ample moisture. When there isn’t, the 
plant starts shutting down.
 But cool fall temperatures and the 
dream of moisture turns the tree and 
shrub roots around.
 As long as the soil temperature is 
above freezing but less than 65-70 
degrees F., the roots will grow and 
grow and grow. In fact, most root 
growth occurs between October 

and April, and not the other way 
around. All you have to do is take a 
trip into the woods during a January 
lull, scrape away the leaf litter on the 
ground, and look at all the new white 
roots growing.
 So, our goal right now is to make
sure there is ample water and nutri-
ents for the plants to replenish their 
root system during the winter.
 Moisture is crucial. Any rain is 
helpful. So is snow, but not this early. 
While it seems counterproductive, 
any sprinkling, irrigation or deep-root 
watering as the leaves are turning and 
dropping is the route to take. Water 
thoroughly, deeply and at least every 
two weeks until the ground freezes 
which usually happens around the 
fi rst of December.
 If Nature decides to provide several 
inches of moisture, you probably can 
cut your watering back. And while 
some is better than none, rains of less 
than a quarter-inch really don’t help 
the trees and shrubs as much as it 
helps the lawn.

Mulch newly planted trees to keep 
the ground from freezing fast and 
allowing roots the chance to grow. On 
older trees, shredding the leaves with a 
mower instead of bagging is a way to 
provide mulching and some nutrients.
 Fertilizing is also a way to  stimulate 
root growth, but all the nitrogen, 
phosphorus and potassium won’t do a 
thing unless there’s moisture.
 And of all the trees and shrubs, the 
evergreens need the water more than 
the plants that shed their leaves.
 Lastly, hope for lots of snow, or 
rain, or snowy-rain, but not sleet, and 
defi nitely not ice. Moisture during 
the winter will slowly replenish what’s 
needed in the soil. 
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$2999  
JUST

$49.99 CDC-SRP. Offer good 
through 11/30/12 at participating 
dealers while supplies last. 

See dealer for details.

*A majority of STIHL products are built in the United States from domestic and foreign parts and components. “Number one selling brand” is based on syndicated 
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$29999

Features great power-to-weight 
ratio for quick work of firewood 
cutting and around-the-home tasks

18" bar

MS 250 
CHAIN SAW$17999

Lightweight saw for wood-
cutting tasks around the home 

Anti-vibration system for more  
comfortable operation

MS 170 
CHAIN SAW

STIHL IS THE NUMBER ONE SELLING BRAND OF GASOLINE-POWERED HANDHELD OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT IN AMERICA*

Proven handheld blower 
at an affordable price

Optional vacuum and gutter 
kit attachments available

BG 55 HANDHELD 
BLOWER $14999

 16” bar

CALL US to fi nd a model center and builder near you!

We build Ranches, Cape Cods,
 & Two Stories to your local codes

Full customization available

We use the highest quality standard 
components from reputable companies 
such as: Merillat Cabinets, Andersen 
Silverline Windows, Owens Corning 
Shingles, Kohler Faucets, Shaw Carpet, 
and more

Save time & money with systems building 
methods

Energy Effi cient building materials & 
optional energy effi cient appliances

1345 N. Lucas St. ~ P.O. Box 587 ~ Rochester, IN 46975 ~ 800.860.4554 ~ www.rochesterhomesinc.com

Building Quality Affordable Homes
and Trusting Relationships

Building Quality Affordable Homes
and Trusting Relationships

CALL US to fi nd a model center and builder near you!CALL US to fi nd a model center and builder near you!

Highest Quality Modular Homes 
Since 1972
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Congratulations once again to 
Larry and Nancy Ferrell who 

were the winners of the 2011 Energy 
Effi  ciency Makeover Contest.
 What a great program to help a 
family and to teach others the prac-
tical ways to improve the energy 
 effi  ciency of their homes.
 Th e Ferrells’ house is a perfect 
example of what I wrote about in the 
September issue about the thermostat. 
When we fi rst met the family, the 
thermostat was set at over 80 degrees 
to save money on their electricity bill. 
Th e house was hot and humid. When 
it was just too hot, the family would 
turn the thermostat down and let the 
air conditioner cool for a while and 
then turn it back up.
 Th e house is now super effi  cient 
with the installation of a geother-
mal heating and cooling system, and 
the family has agreed to leave the 
 thermostat setting at 75 degrees. 
An installed meter tells us that it is 
costing about $1 per day to cool the 
house, and it should be about the 
same for heating. Larry and Nancy are 
excited about the geothermal system. 
Th e house will be comfortable and the 
utility bills will be aff ordable through-
out the year. Finally, Larry will not 
have to split any more fi rewood.
 I am regularly amazed by the num-
ber of folks that read this magazine 
and my column and it is published in 
many other electric co-op magazines 
like this one. My wife and I visited an 
arts and crafts festival on Labor Day. 
While my wife was looking at some 
dresses, I asked the lady attendant 
about the show’s attendance and if she 
was enjoying the nice cool morning. 
I also asked if she was from another 
state and she replied that she lived 
near Huntsville. I asked her if she 
was an electric cooperative member 
and she said she was. I asked her if 

Energy Solutions

Doug answers his most often asked question

It may be time for geothermal

she ever read the Arkansas Living 
 magazine and she quickly answered, 
“Yes, every month.” Th en she said, 
“I knew that you looked familiar. 
Mr. Rye, it is a pleasure to meet you. 
We have implemented several of the 
energy tips that you have  suggested. 
And I think that the makeover 
 program is amazing.” 
 Wow, we love to hear comments 
like these.
 My wife and I then proceeded 
down the path, past numerous tents, 
until we found something that we 
wanted to buy for one of our grand-
daughters. As we were paying for 
the items, the lady asked if I was 
the Doug Rye that wrote the energy 
 articles for another electric co-op 
magazine, the Oklahoma Living 
magazine. I told her that I was and 
that the Arkansas electric  cooperatives 
were kind enough to share the articles 
with other states. She called her 
husband over and they proceeded to 
tell us that they had moved from a 
large city to a place on a river near 
Smithville, Okla., for a simpler life. 
Th ey wanted to make their new house 
as aff ordable as possible and were in 

the process of implementing many 
of our energy tips. Th ey were really 
 interested in the feasibility of geother-
mal heating and cooling.
 Well, there are many folks 
 interested in geothermal. In fact, 
questions about geothermal are 
among the most common inquiries 
the local cooperative’s member ser-
vices representatives and I receive.
 Why, you may ask? Because 
 geothermal can provide comfortable 
heating and cooling at an  operating 
cost far less than any other central 
system. It all has to do with the 
 effi  ciency of the equipment. For 
example, a geothermal unit is four 
times as effi  cient as a gas furnace in 
providing heating for a house. Th at’s 
because the Earth donates most of the 
heat. On the cooling side, geothermal 
is about two times as effi  cient as a 
regular air conditioning unit because 
it operates from the temperature of 
Mother Earth rather than the tem-
perature of the hot outside air.
 Geothermal heating and cooling 
really is simple, and with the possible 
30 percent federal tax credit, it is more 
feasible than ever.
 I suggest that you go to
www.SmartEnergyTips.org and 
watch the workers drill the loops and 
install the geothermal unit at the 
Ferrells’ house.
 It really may be the time for you to 
install geothermal. And as always, feel 
free to call me at 501-653-7931 if you 
have other questions. 

Doug Rye can be heard 
on several dif ferent 
Illinois radio stations. You 
can go to Doug Rye’s Web 
site at www.dougrye.com, 
e-mail him at
info@philliprye.com, or 
call 501-653-7931.



Call the Roof King for your 
Mobile Home Roofing Needs!
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Hardy Manufacturing  
Company, Inc. 

12345 Road 505   

PHILADELPHIA, MS 39350 

(1-800-542-7395)

Hardy Manufacturing  
Company, Inc. 

12345 Road 505   

PHILADELPHIA, MS 39350 

(1-800-542-7395)

“The Original” 
OUTSIDE 

WOODBURNING 
FURNACE 
“Since 1976” 

·  All stainless steel construction 
·  Heats home and household  
   hot water 
·  10-year warranty 
·  Connects to your existing  
   central duct  
   or hydronic system 
·  Standard with bronze  
   circulator pump and automatic  
   draft combustion  
   blower, and grates 
·  Units from 100,000 to 250,000  
   BTU’s output 
·  Financing Available (new)
· Dealer Inquiries Welcome

www.hardyheater.com 
Bates@hardyheater.com 

MID-AMERICA
Pole Barn Co.
30 x 50 x 10 Galvalume

$8,400.00

Call

Toll Free
OtherSizes Available

Open M - F    8 to 5
1-866-456-0959

Price includes material, delivery, 
construction, factory trusses, screws

Price is subject to change without notice
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 United Utility Supply Cooperative 
Corporation (UUS) is a name very 
familiar to those in the electric coop-
erative industry but one in which you 
may not be familiar. Th is cooperative 
aff ects you on a daily basis without you 
even knowing it. UUS supplies elec-
tric co-ops with everything from line 
equipment to hardware and materials 
for member systems.
 Its origins go back to 1948 in rural 
Kentucky. Th e Kentucky statewide 
association began a group purchasing 
activity to help its co-ops get the best 
possible price on needed equipment. 
Group purchasing was so benefi cial
that the organization expanded by 
off ering a marketing service in adjacent
states, as they expressed an interest in 
participating and taking advantage of 
the benefi ts of working together.
 As the organization grew it was 
able to expand its services by off er-
ing transformer repair, meter testing 
and a much-needed glove testing 
service for its members. In 1960 the 
Statewide Rural Electric Cooperative 

The Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives salutes … 

United Utility Supply Cooperative Corporation

 In celebrating the International 
Year of the Cooperative, we want to 
show our support for the cooperative 
model. Please join us each month as we 
continue to feature a diff erent coopera-
tive that you may recognize or might 
also be a member. 

Corporation was formed and became 
the trade name for the materials 
marketing activities of the state-
wide association. 
 December of 1960 
saw Statewide RECC 
reached an agree-
ment with the Ohio 
statewide association and in 1963 
the organization expanded into the 
state of Illinois. It built a warehouse 
in Decatur, Ill. and that location 
continues to operate today. It also 
expanded into Tennessee, Alabama 
and Pennsylvania.
 Statewide RECC became 
United Utility Supply Cooperative 
Corporation in 1974 as a result of 
a perception on the part of many 
that if you were doing business 
with Statewide RECC, you were 
doing business with the Kentucky 
Association. Th e other signifi cant fact 
of establishing UUS as a separate cor-
poration was the recognition that it 
should be owned and controlled by its 
own members and not exclusively by 

the Kentucky cooperatives. 
 Th e organization established 

a formula, which continues 
to exist today, which sets 
the number of directors 
each state or area receives 
based upon the volume 
of business it does with 

United Utility Supply. Th is change 
has proven over the years to be a mile-
stone in the development and expan-
sion of the organization. 
 Today, United Utility Supply rep-
resents, in addition to its own line of 
distribution transformers, over 100 
manufacturers of materials that are 
used by its utility customers across its 
20-state service area.

The Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives salutes



Barbeque Sauces, Salsas, Jellies, Wines, Barbeque Sauces, Salsas, Jellies, Wines, 
Seasonings, Specialty Foods Seasonings, Specialty Foods 

and accessories to create them …and accessories to create them …

Do you have a small business with products like these?

Th e 2012 Illinois Country Living Culinary Gift Guide is your opportunity to 
reach 416,300 potential customers!

For more than 65 years, Illinois Country Living has been a welcomed resource 
for families and businesses statewide. With our 181,000 statewide circulation, 
you can reach holiday buyers in print through this attractive, four-color section. 
It will highlight culinary products that Illinois Country Living magazine 
readers can purchase in time for the holiday gift season and into the New Year. 

Plus, there will be a culinary gift guide link on the Illinois Country Living 
website that includes your ad and live link to your website. 

Contact Lisa Rigoni, PR/Business Development Manager Contact Lisa Rigoni, PR/Business Development Manager 
today to reserve your space!today to reserve your space!

LRigoni@aiec.coop or 217-241-7953LRigoni@aiec.coop or 217-241-7953

Rates and SpecificationsRates and Specifications

RATE:RATE: $300.00 

We accept credit cards and bank drafts. 

Each ad includes a product photo, company name, product 
description and ordering information. Just send us a high-
resolution, digital (preferred) photo of your product, your 
company name, ordering information and a 25-word product 
description. No copy changes allowed after proofi ng. 

Issue: December 2012  Mail Date: November 26th

Space reservation Deadline:  October 19th

Materials Deadline:  October 29th

Ad size is:  3.625” x 2.5”

2012 CULINARY GIFT GUIDE

Reader information based on Mediamark Research Inc.

Special Special 
Rate:Rate:

$300$300
Book it Book it 
today!today!

Reach 416,300Reach 416,300

Illinois Country LivingIllinois Country Living

readers monthly!readers monthly!

Momma Lena’s 
Pasta Sauces

Melt-in-your mouth Italian 
pasta sauces. Give the gift 
that spices up holiday meals! 
We have sauces, seasonings 
and even gift items for all!

800-000-0000
www.mommasauces.com
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Recipes for Life, Faith, 
Food & Fellowship
Who: Vermont Christian Church

Cost: $15, including shipping 

Details: soft-backed, spiral-bound

Pages of recipes: 91

Send checks to: Payable to Vermont Christian 
Church Youth, C/O Becky Kluthe, 
8633 E. US 136, Ipava, IL 61441 
or call 309-753-7576.

Visit www.icl.coop 
to see an archive of past 
Illinois Country Living recipes.

Corn Casserole

Finest Cooking

Tried a recipe?
Tell us what you think at icl.coop
Click on Finest Cooking

Reply Online Photos by 
Catrina McCulley Wagner

Pizza Soup
 1 C. chopped onion
 1 C. chopped green pepper
 1 C. zucchini, halved and sliced
 1 (14.5-oz.) can beef broth
 1 (14.5-oz.) can Italian 
  diced tomatoes
 1 (8-oz.) can pizza sauce
 4-oz. cooked smoked sausage
 1/2 tsp. pizza seasoning
 1 C. sliced mushrooms
 1/2 C. shredded Mozzarella cheese

Combine onion, pepper, zucchini, mush-
rooms and 1/4 C. broth and bring to a 
boil. Reduce heat and simmer covered for 
5 minutes. Add remaining ingredients 
except for cheese. Simmer 5-10 minutes 
or until veggies are tender. When serving, 
sprinkle with cheese. 

Corn Casserole (above)
 1 (8-oz.) ctn. sour cream
 1/2 C. unsalted butter, softened
 1 (15-oz.) can creamed corn
 1 (15-oz.) can kernel corn
 1 box Jiff y corn bread
 1 sm. bag shredded Cheddar cheese

Preheat the oven to 350 degrees. In a 
mixing bowl, stir together sour cream, 
butter, creamed corn, corn kernels, 1/2 
the cheese and corn muffi  n mix. Pour 
into a 1 quart casserole dish and bake for 
40 minutes. Add remaining cheese to the 
top and bake until lightly browned. 

Mac & Cheese Lasagna
 1 (7-oz.) pkg. Macaroni and cheese
 1/2 lb. ground beef
 1-1/2 C. spaghetti sauce
 1 C. shredded Mozzarella cheese
 2 T. Parmesan cheese

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Prepare 
macaroni and cheese as directed. Brown 
ground beef in a skillet and drain. Spoon 
1/2 the macaroni and cheese into an 
8-inch baking dish, top with 1/2 the 
meat, sauce and cheese; repeat layers. 
Bake for 20 minutes. 

Raw Apple Cake
 1-1/2 C. vegetable oil
 2 C. sugar
 3 eggs
 1 tsp. vanilla
 3 C. fl our
 2 tsp. cinnamon
 1 tsp. baking soda
 1/4 tsp. salt
 3 C. fresh-diced apples
 1 C. pecans
 Cool Whip or Ice Cream as 
  garnish (opt.)

Mix oil, sugar, eggs, vanilla, fl our, cinna-
mon, baking soda and salt; mix well. 
Add apples and pecans. Bake for 1-1/2 
hour in an angel food cake pan or 1 hour 
in a 9x13-inch pan. Serve warm with 
Cool Whip or ice cream. Can also be 
served cool. 
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Monster Cereal Bars

Recipes to Remember
Who: Watson Baptist Church

Cost: $12.50 including shipping 

Details: soft-backed, comb-bound

Pages of recipes: 143

Send checks to: Paula Tieff el, 
8528 N. Meadowview Rd, Effi  ngham, IL, 62401 
or call 217-343-4320. 

Veggie Pizza
Spinach Dip

White Chocolate Chip 
Cherry Cheese Ball
 8-oz. cream cheese, softened
 1/2 C. butter, softened
 1/2 tsp. almond extract
 3/4 C. powdered sugar
 1 C. white chocolate chips
 1/2 C. sweetened, dried cherries, 
  chopped
 3/4 C. sliced almonds, lightly toasted

Beat together cream cheese, butter and al-
mond extract. Gradually beat in powdered 
sugar. Stir in white chocolate chips and 
cherries. Cover and refrigerate at least 2 
hours. Place mixture onto plastic wrap and 
shape into a ball. Refrigerate for 1 hour. 
Roll ball into almonds before serving. 

Haunted Potpie
 4 C. cubed cooked chicken
 4 C. frozen cubed hash brown 
  potatoes, thawed
 1 (16-oz.) pkg. frozen mixed 
  vegetables, thawed and drained
 1 (10-3/4-oz.) can condensed 
  cream of chicken soup
 1 (10-3/4-oz.) can condensed 
  cream of onion soup

 1 C. sour cream
 2/3 C. milk
 2 T all-purpose fl our
 1/2 tsp. salt
 1/2 tsp. pepper
 1/4 tsp. garlic powder
 2 slices rye bread
 1 sheet frozen puff  pastry, thawed
 Small ghost-shaped cookie cutter

In a large bowl, combine chicken, potatoes, vegetables, soup, sour cream, milk, fl our 
salt, pepper and garlic powder. Transfer to a greased 9x13-inch baking dish. Place the 
bread in a food processor, cover and process to make crumb; sprinkle over the chicken 
mixture. Bake at 350 degrees for 40-45 minutes or until bubbly. Meanwhile, on a lightly 
fl oured surface, unfold pastry sheet. Using a small, fl oured ghost-shaped cookie cutter, 
cut out 12 ghosts. Place on an ungreased baking sheet. Remove potpie from the oven; 
set aside and keep warm. Bake ghosts at 400 degrees for 10 minutes or until puff y and 
golden brown. Place on top of potpie; serve immediately.

Linguine with Picante Sauce (below)
 8-oz. linguine
 1 med. onion, chopped
 1 clove garlic, minced
 1 (15-oz.) can black beans, 
  drained and rinsed
 1 T. vegetable oil
 2-1/2 C. canned stewed tomatoes

 1/2 C. picante sauce
 1 tsp. chili powder
 1 tsp. ground cumin
 1/4 tsp. dried oregano
 4-oz. fi nely shredded 
  Colby Jack cheese
 1/2 C. chopped fresh cilantro

Cook pasta according to package directions; drain. Rinse with cool water; drain again. 
Cover to keep warm. Heat vegetable oil in a large skillet over medium-high heat until 
hot. Add onion and garlic and mix well. Sauté until onion is tender. Add undrained 
tomatoes, picante sauce, black beans, chili powder, cumin and oregano; mix well. Bring 
to a boil, stirring occasionally. Reduce heat to low and cover. Simmer the sauce, stirring 
occasionally, for 15 minutes; remove cover. Increase heat to medium-high. Cook, stir-
ring frequently, until the desired consistency, about 5 minutes. Place cooked pasta on a 
serving platter. Spoon sauce over pasta. Sprinkle with cheese and top with cilantro.

Black Bottom Cups
 6-oz. cream cheese
 1 egg
 1/3 C. sugar
 1 C. chocolate chips
 1/2 C. nuts
 2 T. sugar
 1-1/2 C. fl our
 1 C. sugar
 1/4 C. cocoa
 1 tsp. baking soda
 1/2 tsp. salt
 1 tsp. vanilla
 1 C. water
 1/3 C. oil
 1 T. vinegar
 18 cupcake liners

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. In a small 
bowl, mix cream cheese, egg and sugar 
together well. Add chocolate chips and 
set aside. In another small bowl, mix nuts 
and 2 T. sugar and set aside. In a large 
mixing bowl, combine fl our, 1 C. sugar, 
cocoa, baking soda, salt, vanilla, water, oil 
and vinegar and beat for 2 minutes on 
medium. Fill 18 paper lined muffi  n cups 
1/2 full of batter mixture. Top each with 
1 T. of cream cheese mixture. Top with 
the nut sugar mixture. Bake 25-30 min-
utes or until top is light golden brown. 
Cool 15 minutes. Remove from pans and 
cool completely. Refrigerate leftovers. 

Linguine with Picante Sauce
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Ed VanHoose is the 
Digital Communications 
Administrator/IT Manager 
for the Association 
of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives in Springfi eld.

evanhoose@aiec.coop

Wi-Fi is the FBI here?
Last month I gave you ways to 

know when you were surfi ng 
online securely. Continuing in that 
vein, this month I wanted to address 
another common security issue found 
in many people’s homes. I’m talking 
about the lack of a password on your 
wireless network.
 I know what you’re thinking. 
What’s the worst that could happen, 
right? After all, if you leave it open 
you’re just promoting the common 
good. Free public Wi-Fi allows oth-
ers to check their e-mail when they’re 
away from home, or look for directions 
when they’re lost. Th ere have been 
some developments lately though that 
may make you think twice about leav-
ing your network open.
 Earlier this year, a man in Buff alo, 
N.Y. found out just exactly what can 
happen when you leave your Wi-Fi 
open to the public. Sometime in the 
early morning hours, law enforcement 
personnel broke down his door, and 
threw him to the fl oor amid accusations 
of downloading child pornography. 
 Th e man’s lawyer said the agents kept 
screaming at the accused to admit what 
he had done saying, “We know who 

you are! You downloaded thousands of 
images at 11:30 last night.” Th e Buff alo 
resident kept pleading his innocence, 
but it was days before he could prove 
his story. It wasn’t until a week later 
that one of his neighbors was arrested 
for hopping on the unsecured wireless 
network and downloading the illegal 
material. As far as I know, this case is 
still pending in federal court.
 Th e Buff alo incident isn’t an isolated 
case either. A man in Florida received 
a visit from the FBI after more than 
10 million child porn images were 
downloaded using his network. 
Eventually, they found out that some-
one in a nearby marina was download-
ing the images while sitting on a boat. 
 Th ese people can be very inventive 
in ways to get to your network. Th e 
Florida man assumed he was secure, 
because his closest neighbor was so 
far away, but the suspect was able to 
build an antenna to boost the signal 
so he could log in from outside the 
network’s normal range. And, he did 
it with a potato chip can using simple 
instructions found easily online!
 In yet another incident in New York, 
a North Syracuse man was accused by 
law enforcement agents of possession 
of child pornography. It was more than 
four months before his neighbor fi nally 
pleaded guilty to the crime.
 I could go on. Th ese cases are pop-
ping up more all the time. In short 
though, it’s time to start protecting 
yourself by adding a simple password 
to your Wi-Fi network.
 So, how do you go about doing that?
 Let me fi rst say, when you’re trying 
to do this make sure you check your 
router’s owner’s manual fi rst. Most of 
the time, you’ll see very specifi c direc-
tions on how to set a password. Th at 
said, the following will more than 
likely work in most cases.
 Try logging into your router using 
your favorite browser (Internet 
Explorer, Firefox, Safari, etc.) Th ere 
is a page that controls the router. For 

many routers, you log in by typing in 
the IP address of the router into the 
address bar. Th at’s the place you nor-
mally type in www.whatever.com. A 
pretty commonly used IP address is 
192.168.1.1. Try to type that in. You 
should see a login page. (At this point, 
you may need a username and pass-
word. You should be able to fi nd that 
in the manual.) Once you’re logged in, 
the Wi-Fi password will most likely 
be located under the “security” settings.
 Th ere are going to be several 
options here. You will need to select 
the WEP or WPA setting. I recom-
mend you choose WPA. It’s more 
secure. Once you select the type of 
security you want, you should see a 
place to enter a password. Write down 
the password you choose! If you don’t 
write it down, it will prove very diffi  -
cult later to recover that password. You 
may even be forced to reset your router 
back to manufacturer defaults. Once 
you save the password, you are going 
to lose your Internet connection. Th at’s 
normal! All you have to do to regain it 
is to add the password on your com-
puter when it asks you. 
 Th at should do it! If you’re not 
comfortable following the directions 
in your router’s owner’s manual, then 
fi nd your local IT person and get them 
to help you. Th is is a pretty common 
practice, so someone should be able to 
get it done for you in a relatively short 
amount of time.

Reply OnlineReply Online
www.icl.coop and click Powered Upwww.icl.coop and click Powered Up
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 Market Place

Fish, Camp, Relax. 319 wooded 
acres w/80 acres of water. Permanent 
camp sites w/full hook-ups. sand 
beach, beach house, swimming, paddle 
 boating, petting zoo, playground, 
much more. Private Club. Annual 
memberships. Gibson City Fishing 
Camping Club. 309-826-8444.

4’ white pine trees, delivered, 
planted, mulched.  $64.50 and 4’ 
Norway Spruce $79.50 per tree.  
Buy 10 get 1 free.  Call for other 
sizes, varieties or shades.  Price may 
vary depending on geographical 
 location.  www.atwoodtrees.com. Call 
217-886-2316

Miniature Mediterranean donkeys. 
Pet, show and breeding quality. Gray 
duns, chocolates, spotteds and blacks. 
Visitors welcome. Canton, IL. 309-
647-7162. www.copperascreek.com.

Midwest Bird and Animal Swap & 
Sale, Oct. 28 & Nov. 25 at Monroe 
County Fairgrounds, Waterloo, IL 
from 5:30 to Noon. 618-939-6809.

Wanted to buy: Standing timber. All 
species. Pay top price. Clear or select 
cut. Call 815-434-4141.

First Street Restaurant Equipment 
used slicers, tenderizers,  grinders, 
meatsaws, ss sinks, tables. New 
and used cooking equipment, pot-
tery wheels and kilns. 2615 So. 
First, Springfi eld, 217-522-3934,  
217-971-8592.

Vacation cabins-Ohio River, 
Shawnee National Forest, 
Elizabethtown, IL. Cedar Hill River 
Cabins, Ohio River Scenic Byway, 
www.cedarhillriverresort.com. 
217-652-4257, 618-287-6001.

Wanted to buy: Standing timber, 
most species. Pay top prices. Call 
217-285-2760.

Wanted to buy: Ginseng (in season), 
Goldenseal, other roots, herbs, barks. 
Pick-up available. 618-282-3267

Authorized Rainbow distributor. 
Repairs, supplies and service. Living 
air purifi ers. L&L Distributing, 116 S. 
VanBuren St., Newton, IL 62448. 
618-783-3755.

Insulation. 4x8 sheets, foil-backed 
foam. Also rolls of foil-bubble pak-
insulation. All factory seconds.
www.nichols5.com.Contact Ken 
Nichols, 800-424-1256.

Lake Weed and Algae Control. 
“Mother Nature’s Way.” No chemicals. 
Biological method with live bacteria 
that dissolves plant nutrients, black 
muck, and rotten egg odor. Controls 
all aquatic vegetation. Proven product. 
Guaranteed results. 309-826-8444.

It’s planting time. We have white 
pine and Norway Spruce to plant as 
wind break or privacy screen. Call 
John at TurfGreen Landscaping. 
217-793-1114 or 217-306-0248.

©2012 Morton Buildings, Inc. A listing of GC licenses available at mortonbuildings.com/licenses.aspx. Reference Code 607

A workshop where you can indulge your hobby, a garage to house
your car collection, a storage building for your toys or just a place
where you can relax and have fun with your friends and family—
whatever your idea is of the perfect building, Morton can make it 
a reality. 

For over 100 years, we have provided our customers exceptional
quality and customer service.  At Morton Buildings, we work with
you from concept through completion, taking the hassle out of your
construction project. 

To learn more and to get started, contact Morton Buildings today. 

That Fit Your Style and Budget
Custom Buildings

#3
72
2/
#6
2-
44
96

Garages | Equine | Farm Storage | General Purpose

800-447-7436 • mortonbuildings.com

COUNTDOWN
to $avings

Don’t miss discount pricing on 
your new building during our 

off-peak construction season sale.
Call today, limited building spots 

are available. 
  EGA 000,052$     000,001$       

Rates figured on monthly cost for female non-tobacco users

54
55
56

87.21
91.61
60.13

BRANDON RAMLET

57.22
82.13
74.86

TALIC FORM NO. 1-32207-198

Issue ages through 90

SANGAMON
RA DI ANT
uponor aqua pex tubing products 
for agricultural, com mer cial shop 
fl oors and homes

(217)971-8592 • FAX (217)483-7973 • Evening (217)483-3223
John D. McMillan – Owner

uponor

WARM  FRIENDLY 
FLOORS
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Fiberglass corrugated, 26-inch wide.  
8-12- foot long.  8 ft.-$6. 12 ft.-$9. 
Large supply, all colors. Dongola, IL.  
618-827-4737.

Used rental work clothes - pants 
$4.99, shirts $3.99, Jackets $10.95. 
Call 1-800-233-1853 or order online 
www.usedworkclothing.com.

Stay and Play in Southern
Illinois’ Hardin County. Shawnee
Forest, Ohio River, Garden
of the Gods, Cave-in-Rock.
www.hardincountyil.org. Illinois 
Mile After Magnifi cent Mile. 
618-287-4333.

Wanted to buy: Standing timber: 
walnut, oak, etc. Cash up front or 
shares in Illinois and Missouri. Call 
217-242-5401.

Central/ Southern Illinois 
Properties Wanted: Hobby Horse 
or Mini Farms, Land, Trailer Parks, 
Victorian & Country Homes, Estates, 
Log or Lake Houses. We have the #1 
Premier Marketing Program designed 
specifi cally for these  properties! More 
buyers see our specialty ads!  600% 
more visit our listings! Buyers 
easily fi nd and prefer to use our
#1  dedicated country website
www.FarmAndLakeHouses.com. 
Our listings are direct marketed to 
over 45,000 people alone through our 
Real Estate Booths at Ag, Sport, Boat 
& Outdoor Shows in Chicagoland, 
Joliet, Tinley Park, Springfi eld, 
Bloomington, Gordyville, Peoria & 
Yorkville. 20 years of experience- 
 selling full time, 364 days a year! Call 
Farm and Lake Houses Real Estate & 
Broker Jerry Grodesky, 217-386-4220

Earn $2,000 to $5,000/mo. without 
leaving your job! To fi nd out what 
others are doing call 866-274-0657

Miche Bag: Th e purse for today 
tomorrow and forever. Match your 
style, mood & personality anytime, 
anywhere & any place. View products 
at: kathyhynes.miche.com. Contact: 
Kathy Hynes at 815-218-1946.

Small town restaurant closed. Like 
new used cooking equipment and fi x-
tures for sale. 618-272-7032.

Does your website
need a facelift?

www.coopdesignandprint.com

How to place an ad:

1) Type or print ad neatly.

2) Count words. Cost is $30 for up to the fi rst 20 words. $1.50 each additional 
word. Ads with insuffi  cient funds will not be printed.

3) Prepayment is required. Include check or money order with ad for amount due. 
Also  include address label from Illinois Country Living or other proof of Illinois 
electric cooperative membership. Only members of Illinois electric cooperatives 
may place Marketplace ads.

4) Mail to: Illinois Marketplace, P.O. Box 3787, Springfi eld, IL 62708, by  deadline.
Deadlines: December issue – October 19;

January issue – November 20.

We reserve the right to reject any advertisement. Ads postmarked after the deadline will be placed in the 
next available issue. 



CO-OPS FIRST DELIVERED AFFORDABLE

POWER TO RURAL AMERICANS 75

YEARS AGO. WHY STOP NOW?

October is Cooperative Month. And even though electric 

co-ops have been around for awhile, we’re still fi nding 

new ways for you to save money.  Find out how the little 

changes add up at TogetherWeSave.com. 
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By Brian Sloboda

Cooperative Research Network

Because heat pumps are the most 
effi  cient electric heating and cool-

ing technology, they are an excellent 
choice if your home needs a heat-
ing, ventilation and air conditioning 
(HVAC) upgrade. While electric resis-
tance heaters are about 100 percent 
effi  cient, meaning all the electricity 
that goes into it is used to generate 
heat, heat pumps can claim effi  ciency 
of 200 to 400 percent. 
 But the proper heat pump for your 
home depends on a variety of factors. 
Following are some tips when consid-
ering air-source and ground-source 
heat pumps.

Air-source
 Th ere are two main types of air-
source heat pumps: ducted and duct-
less. Both provide heating and cooling, 
and they can also create hot water. 
 In cooling mode, these appliances 
function similar to an air conditioner 
by moving heat from inside to outside 
your dwelling. In heating mode, the 
refrigerant fl ow is reversed and delivers 
warm air indoors.
 When outdoor temperatures drop, 
the effi  ciency of air-source heat pumps 

decrease. As a result, these devices 
are more commonly used in areas of 
the country that do not experience 
extremely cold weather for extended 
periods. A good rule of thumb for 
air-source heat pumps is that they are 
eff ective until the thermometer hits 
the 35 F to 42 F range.
 For residents in the northern U.S., 
dual fuel setups, which combine an 
air-source heat pump with a natural 
gas-, propane- or heating oil-fi red 
furnace, are often employed. During 
fall and spring months, the heat pump 
warms the home. When a prolonged 
cold snap hits, the supplemental fur-
nace takes over. 
 Ducted systems have been the 
traditional air-source heat pump 
route, but ductless systems are pick-
ing up steam because they require 
an estimated 50 to 60 percent less 
electricity than electric resistance 
heating. In addition, air-source 
heat pumps that achieve ENERGY 
STAR designation, meaning they 
meet or exceed federal energy effi  -
ciency standards, can be up to 9 
percent more effi  cient than standard 
air-source heat pumps. 

Geothermal heat pumps
 Geothermal heat pumps use rela-
tively stable underground temperatures 
to heat and cool a home, and even to 
supply hot water. Th ey come in two 
types: a groundwater (open-loop) heat 
pump uses well water, while an earth-
coupled (closed-loop) model moves a 
water and antifreeze solution through 
underground pipes to disperse heat. Th e 
choice depends on local conditions. 
 Geothermal heat pumps tend to be 
the most effi  cient heating and cooling 
technology available, but the up-front 
cost is higher than air-source heat 
pumps. Th e fi nal price tag depends 
on where you live and what kind of 
system you have. A typical residen-
tial consumer selecting a geothermal 
system will save 30 to 60 percent on 
an average heating and cooling bill, 
with a payback period varying from 
two to 10 years, according to the U.S. 
Department of Energy.
 Th e Illinois electric co-ops believe 
so strongly in geothermal heating 
and cooling that they’ve taken a 
leadership role in forming a state-
wide organization - the Geothermal 

Picking the right 
heat pump



Illinois Country Living • October 2012 • 29

Alliance of Illinois (GAOI). Th e 
goal of this new organization is to 
advance the usage of geothermal 
technology and to help better edu-
cate and train all those involved in 
the geothermal heat pump industry. 
Th is includes dealers, installers, 
designers, engineers and others.
 Above all, GAOI wants to be 
THE SOURCE of good informa-
tion and advice for consumers. Only 
those dealers that have been trained 
and passed a GAOI-sponsored 
examination will be members of 
the organization. What this means 
for you, the consumer, is that by 
fi nding a certifi ed dealer through 

GAOI, you can assure yourself of 
the highest standards in the industry. 
Chances are greatest that you’ll get a 
good installation done the right way, 
by competent, well-trained people, 
compared to the possibility of an 
installer doing his fi rst geo installa-
tion without receiving any training.
 If you are interested in learning 
more, talk to your co-op’s energy 
advisor and visit the GAOI Web site 
at www.gaoi.org. At the site you can 
fi nd contacts for individuals who will 
help you locate a dealer, or make con-
tact with key people in the industry 
and learn more about geothermal 
heating and cooling.

How to choose
 Choosing a heating and cooling 
system for your home is a big deci-
sion with many variables. Be sure to 
call your local electric cooperative for 
advice on what type of unit will work 
best for you. Th en, contact a reputable 
and knowledgeable HVAC contractor 
to discuss your options. 

Brian Sloboda is a senior program man-

ager specializing in energy effi  ciency 

for the Cooperative Research Network 

(CRN), a service of the Arlington, 

Va.-based National Rural Electric 

Cooperative Association. 

Geothermal systems use 

underground coils fi lled 

with water or a special 

solution that work 

with a heat pump unit 

to heat and cool a home 

or business.
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To be considered for inclusion, please submit events in the format used above. Preference is given to events sponsored by non-profi t 
entities. Submitting an event is not a guarantee of publication. Photos are welcome, but will not be returned unless a self-addressed 
and stamped envelope is provided. Events are subject to change, so please contact the event sponsor for confi rmation.

Deadline: October 15 for January events. Mail to: Illinois Datebook, PO Box 3787, Springfi eld, IL 62708. E-mail to: datebook@aiec.coop.

Visit our website, www.icl.coopVisit our website, www.icl.coop

 2-3 Great Route 64/84 Holiday
  & Shop Hop Event “Quality 
 9-10 with Heart” in the communi-

ties of Lanark, Mt. Carroll, 
Savanna, Th omson and Ful-
ton, Ill. For more informa-
tion email Heather Bennett 
at chamber@cityoff ulton.us. 

 2-3 Chris Cringle Craft Sale at 
the Assembly Hall, 1800 S. 
First St., Champaign. Fri. 
3-9 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.–5 p.m. 
Adults-$5, Children under 
6-free. Free parking. One of 
the Midwest’s largest craft 
shows featuring more than 
140 booths displaying a wide 
variety of handcrafted items 
by local and area artists. 
www.ihda.us/chriscringle.
html or 217-333-5000.

 3-4 35th Heritage Festival 
at Southeastern Illinois 
College in Harrisburg. 
Sat. 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 
Sun. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free 
admission. Enjoy arts, crafts, 
food and entertainment. Call 
618-252-5400 ext. 3213 for 
booth or event information.

 10-11 Christian County His-
torical Society Persimmon 
Party at the museum located 
at 325 Abe’s Way, Taylorville. 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. each day. 
Th is annual event features 
persimmons and the oppor-
tunity to step back into the 
past. Donations are accepted. 
Luncheon items available for 
purchase along with persim-
mon pulp, fruit and baked 
goods. 217-824-6922.

10-11 John A Logan College 
Autumn Fest, 700 Logan 
College Rd., Carterville. Sat. 
9 a.m.-4 p.m., Sun. 10 a.m.-
4 p.m. Free admission and 
free parking. Event features 
more than 100 original arts 
and crafts, food, music and 
children’s activities. 
618-985-2828.

 16-18 Victorian Holiday Festival 
in Lebanon. Downtown 
merchants open Fri. and Sat. 
10 a.m.–9 p.m. and Sun. 
Noon-5 p.m.  Free admission. 
Evenings promise a memora-
ble event for all ages with car-
olers in the streets, musicians, 
madrigal singers and others 
dressed in Victorian attire. Lo-
cated on West St. Louis Street. 
www.victorianholiday.org

11/16- Shelbyville Festival of Lights 
1 2/30  in Forest Park, off  of 9th 

Street, Shelbyville. Displays 
open Sun.-Th urs. 6-9 p.m., 
Fri.-Sat. 6-10 p.m. Take a 
drive through Forest Park as 
it is lit up for the holiday sea-
son. Diff erent themed areas 
delight with the centerpiece 
being a large carousel placed 
on the Historical Chau-
tauqua Auditorium. www.
lakeshelbyville.com/events/
Victorian or 217-774-1342.

 17 WCHCE 33rd Annual 
Craft and Home Show in 
Monmouth, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
in three locations. Craft 
show at VFW, Harlem & G 
St. and at Lincoln School, 
325 S. 11th St. Home-based 
business show and bake sale 
at Farm Bureau building, 
100 N. Main St. Free admis-
sion and more than 90 craft-
ers. cdfederow@frontiernet.
net or 309-462-5063.

17-18 30th Annual Country 
Christmas Craft Show at 
Gordyville USA, Rt. 136 
E, Giff ord. Admission is 
$1 donation to benefi t the 
Country Health Nursing 
Home Auxiliary and park-
ing is free. Hosted by Gif-
ford State Bank, the annual 
show brings together more 
than 300 vendors and 8,000 
shoppers. Off ers two days 
of “shop til ya drop” fun, in-
cluding pictures with Santa 
Claus. www.giff ordbank.com.

23-25 Julmarknad – Christmas 
Market in Bishop Hill. 
Market hours are 10 a.m.-
5 p.m. Experience the sights, 
sounds and aromas of 
Christmas past. Swedish folk 
characters roam the village, 
music plays, shop the Swed-
ish food specialities, abun-
dance of handmade ware, 
folk art, etc. Select from a 
large array of homemade 
cookies at Colony School, 
405 W. Main Street from 
9 a.m.- 4 p.m. 309-927-3898.
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HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS
Quality Tools at Ridiculously Low Prices

OFFOFF
2020%%

ANY 
SINGLE 
ITEM!

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1 Save 20% on any one item purchased 
at our store. *Cannot be used with other discount, coupon, gift cards, Inside 
Track Club membership, extended service plans or on any of the following: 
compressors, generators, tool storage or carts, welders, fl oor jacks, 
Campbell Hausfeld products, open box items, in-store event or parking lot 
sale items. Not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase 
date with original receipt. Non-transferrable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 1/24/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

FREE!FREE!

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1  Cannot be used with other discount, coupon 
or prior purchase. Offer good while supplies last. Shipping & Handling charges 
may apply if not picked up in-store. Non-transferable. Original coupon must 
be presented. Valid through 1/24/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

WITH ANY PURCHASE

SUPER
 

COUPON!

SUPER
 

COUPON!

SUPER
 

COUPON!

LIFETIME WARRANTY
ON ALL HAND TOOLS!

FACTORY DIRECT 
TO YOU!

Nobody Beats Our Quality, Service and Price!

Over•  20 Million Satisfi ed Customers!
1 Year Competitor's Low Price Guarantee• 
No Hassle Return Policy!• 
100% Satisfaction Guaranteed!• 
Over 400 Stores Nationwide• 

SUPER
 

COUPON!
SUPER

 

COUPON!

SUPER
 

COUPON!

SUPER
 

COUPON!

SUPER
 

COUPON!

SUPER
 

COUPON!

SUPER
 

COUPON!

SUPER
 

COUPON!

SUPER
 

COUPON!
SUPER

 

COUPON!

 12" RATCHET 
BAR CLAMP/SPREADER 

 $199 

LOT NO.  46807 /
68975/69221/

69222

REG. 
PRICE 
$5.4 9 

Item 
46807 
shownSAVE 

63%
SAVE 
50%

  MECHANIC'S 
GLOVES 

 $399 
REG. PRICE $7.99

LARGE
LOT NO.  93640 

X-LARGE
LOT NO.  

93641 /60448
YOUR 

CHOICE!

SAVE 
53%

SAVE 
$70SUPER

 

COUPON!

SUPER
 

COUPON!

 $6999 REG. 
PRICE 

$139.99

 LOT NO. 
 68048 /
69227 

Item  
68048  
shown

LOT NO. 66783

10/2/55 AMP, 6/12 VOLT
 BATTERY CHARGER/

ENGINE STARTER 

REG. 
PRICE 

$59 .99  $2799 

Item 
93640 
shown

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 6
Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases 
after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. 
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/24/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 5
Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases 
after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. 
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/24/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 5
Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases 
after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. 
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/24/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 3
Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases 
after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. 
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/24/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 4
Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases 
after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. 
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/24/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 8
Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases 
after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. 
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/24/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 4
Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases 
after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. 
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/24/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 4
Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases 
after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. 
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/24/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 3
Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases 
after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. 
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/24/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 7
Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases 
after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. 
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/24/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 6
Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases 
after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. 
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/24/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 9
Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases 
after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. 
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/24/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 5
Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases 
after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. 
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/24/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

Item 
90984 
shown

SAVE 
52%

4 PIECE 1" x 15 FT. 
RATCHETING TIE DOWN SET

LOT NO. 90984/60405

 $799 
REG. PRICE $16 .99 

SAVE 
50%

 $499 REG. 
PRICE 
$9 .99 

 17 PIECE AIR TOOL 
ACCESSORY KIT 

 LOT NO. 68236 

SAVE 
60%

 7 FT. 4" x 9 FT. 6" 
ALL PURPOSE WEATHER 

RESISTANT TARP 
LOT NO. 877/69137/

69249/69129

REG. 
PRICE 
$6 .99  $279 

Item 877 
shown

SAVE 
28%

 36 LED SOLAR 
SECURITY LIGHT 

LOT NO.  98085 /
69644/69890/

60498

 Includes 1.2 volt, 600mAh/6 volt 
NiCd rechargeable battery pack. 

 $1799 
REG. PRICE $24 .99 

Item 
 98085  
shown

SAVE 
$70

 2.5 HP, 21 GALLON, 
125 PSI VERTICAL 
AIR COMPRESSOR 

LOT NO.  67847 /69091

 $14999 REG. 
PRICE 

$219 .99 

Item  67847  
shown

 $1699 
SAVE 
32% LOT NO. 

 68854 

 32 PIECE SAE/METRIC 
FULLY POLISHED 

COMBINATION WRENCH SET 

REG. 
PRICE 

$24 .99 

SAVE 
$90

 60" WORKBENCH  WITH 
FOUR DRAWERS

 $13999 REG. 
PRICE 

$229 .99 

LOT NO.   
93454  /69054

Item 93454 
shown

LOT NO. 95659

 580 LB. CAPACITY 
FOUR DRAWER 

TOOL CART 

 $9999 REG. 
PRICE 

$229 .99 

SAVE 
$130

 RAPID PUMP® 3 TON 
HEAVY DUTY STEEL
FLOOR JACK 

SUPER
 

COUPON! WEIGHS 
74 LBS.

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 5
Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases 
after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. 
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/24/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SAVE 
66% $999 

REG. PRICE $29 .99 

3 PIECE DECORATIVE 
SOLAR LIGHT SET

Includes three AA 
NiCd rechargeable 
batteries (one for 

each fi xture).

LOT NO.   95588/69462  

SAVE 
$80

LOT NO. 
98194/69684

1 2" SLIDING COMPOUND 
MITER SAW WITH 

LASER GUIDE 

SAW BLADE 
INCLUDED

 $11999 REG. 
PRICE 

$199 .99 

Laser guide 
requires two 
AAA batteries 
(included).

Item 
98194 
shown

Item 
 95588  
shown

How does Harbor Freight Tools sell 
high quality tools at such ridiculously 
low prices? We buy direct from the 
factories who also supply the major 
brands and sell direct to you. It's just 
that simple!  See for yourself at one of 
our 400 Stores Nationwide and use this 
20% Off Coupon on one of our 7,000 
products*, plus pick up a Free 9 LED 
Aluminum Flashlight, a $6.99 value. 
We stock Shop Equipment, Hand Tools, 
Tarps, Compressors, Air & Power Tools, 
Woodworking Tools, Welders, Tool 
Boxes, Generators, and much more.

3-1/2" SUPER BRIGHT
NINE LED ALUMINUM

FLASHLIGHT

REG. PRICE $6.99
ITEM 65020/69052/69111Item 65020

shown

GRAND 
OPENINGS

Downey, CA
Indio, CA

Medford, MA
Pennsauken, NJ

Lakewood, CO
Waterbury, CT

Louisville, KY
Hyannis, MA

Order Online at HarborFreight.com
 or 800-423-2567 and We'll Ship Your Order 

hft_illinoiscountryliving_1012_M-REG15323_R1.indd   1 8/23/12   10:51:50 AM



Thanks to the 30% federal tax credit, a flood of inexperienced, questionably trained dealers are now offering 
geothermal. While some companies allow anyone to sell their products, WaterFurnace requires an ongoing 
commitment to the most extensive training and education programs in the industry. That’s why WaterFurnace is the most 
recognized and respected name in residential geothermal. Or maybe it’s because WaterFurnace units use the clean, renewable energy 
found in your backyard to provide savings up to 70% on heating, cooling and hot water. Or is it thanks to the industry’s best warranty? 
Decide for yourself. Contact your local WaterFurnace dealer today... or be prepared to deal with a flood of your own.

WATERFURNACE UNITS QUALIFY FOR A 30% FEDERAL TAX CREDIT

©2012 WaterFurnace is a registered trademark of WaterFurnace International, Inc.

waterfurnace.com
(800) GEO-SAVE

Albers
Toennies Service Co.
(618) 248-5130

Bloomington
Wm. Masters, Inc.
(309) 662-8481

Brighton 
Den-Son Heating & Cooling
(618) 372-8375

Canton
Spoon River Mechanical Services
(309) 647-5009

Carbondale
GL Morris
(618) 457-0190

Charleston
Jansen’s Heating & Air
(217) 235-5223

Chester
Schumer Bros
(573) 547-6517

Cobden
Davis Heating & Cooling
(618) 893-2821

Decatur
Design-Air Heating & A/C
(217) 429-1105

Delevan
Jeckel Plumbing & Heating
(309) 244-8265

Edwardsville
Cummings Heating & Cooling
(618) 656-8953

Effingham
Jansen’s Heating & Air

Energy
RSP Heating & Cooling
(618) 942-2424

Fairbury
Popejoy Plumbing, Htg & Electric
(815) 692-4471

Fairfield
Electro Electric
(618) 847-8102

Flora
Electro Electric, Inc.
(618) 662-4520

Gifford
Duden and Silver
(217) 568-7954

Goodfield
Hinrichsen Heating & Air
(309) 965-2604

Hamilton
Peters Heating & Air, Inc.
(217) 847-2777

Harrisburg
D&C Heating & Air
(618) 997-6577

Lawrenceville
Tracy Electric, Inc.
(618) 943-2243

Litchfield
Snell Enterprises, Inc.
(217) 324-4560

Macomb
Arnold Brothers Heating & Cooling
(309) 833-2852

Marion
D&C Heating & Air
(618) 997-6577

Mount Vernon
Holloway Heating & Air, Inc.
(618) 242-5481

Oglesby
John’s Service & Sales
(815) 883-3637

Pana
Jansen’s Heating & Air
(217) 562-5201

Paxton
Houston Plumbing & Heating
(800) 379-2165

Peru
Service Pro’s Heating & Cooling
(815) 223-0715

Petersburg
Collins Plumbing & Heating
(217) 632-3670

Pittsfield
Peters Heating & Air, Inc.
(217) 285-1600

Quincy
Peters Heating & Air, Inc.
(217) 222-1368

Red Bud
DeRousse Heating & Air, Inc.
(618) 282-2224

Salem
Booher Tin Shop
(618) 548-1295

Springfield
Collins Plumbing & Heating
(217) 793-8031

Taylorville
Jansen’s Heating & Air
(217) 824-4138 

Thomasboro
Hoveln Heating & Cooling, Inc.
(217) 643-2125

Tilton
Blackie’s Automatic Engineering
(217) 442-1440

Virden
Snell Enterprises, Inc.
(217) 965-3911

Waterloo
DeRousse Heating & Air, Inc.
(618) 282-2224

Winchester
Little Heating & A/C, Inc.
(217) 742-3332

YOUR LOCAL WATERFURNACE DEALERS
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